
By MYRON LOVE and BERNIE
BELLAN

As many readers are no doubt
already aware, a 15-year-old high
school student in Charleswood
has been arrested and is facing
charges after allegedly threaten-
ing a Jewish Grade 10 student at
Oak Park High School with a
lighter (he reportedly singed her
hair) and uttered anti-Semitic
comments. The student who com-
mitted the assault reportedly has
skinhead and neo-Nazi associa-
tions.

The alleged attack has taken the
community – both Jewish and
non-Jewish – by surprise. “This is
such a rare incident,” says Shelley
Faintuch, the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg’s Community Affairs
Director. “It’s a great shock. We
hear about racial slurs and graffiti
from time to time but not this kind
of thing. Winnipeg is such a
diverse city.”

While Charleswood in the past
has not been known as a Jewish
neighbourhood, in recent years
more younger Jewish families –
especially immigrant families from South
America and Israel – have been moving into
the area. Faintuch reports that she has been
contacted by a number of other Jewish stu-
dents at the school since the incident.

Lawrence Lussier, the Superintendent of
Pembina Trails School Division (where Oak
Park is located), reports that the school has
about 1,000 students, from a wide variety of
backgrounds. There is a French Immersion
track for students from Grades 9 through 12
and a Grade 10-12 English track. 

“Winnipeg has received a lot of immigrants
in recent years – and the Aboriginal popula-
tion in the city is also growing,” he says.

“Oak Park’s student body
reflects that diversity.”

The male student, who
allegedly committed the
assault, is relatively new to
the school division, Lussier
says. He began attending
Oak Park at the beginning
of September.

“He came from another
school division,” Lussier
reports. “We haven’t had
much experience with him.
We only learned about his
neo-Nazi associations from
media sources after the fact.
There is some evidence of
that on his Facebook site.”

The Jewish girl is back at
school while the boy was
suspended and has left the
school.

Faintuch has approached
the school, on behalf of the
Jewish Federation, about
helping the administration
develop an action plan to
deal with the incident. “The
principal is very serious
about dealing with this,”

she says.
Lussier commends Faintuch for her help.

“We really appreciate having Shelley’s sup-
port,” he says. “It’s good for the girl’s family
as well as other concerned students. When
something like this happens, it arouses some
fear. It’s important that we respond and rein-
force the values of respect, acceptance and
inclusiveness that we consider important.”

He adds that Faintuch has suggested a pro-
gram, “Fighting Anti-Semitism Together”
(FAST) that was designed for middle school
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Canadian Museum for Human Rights not set to open until 2014

Holocaust Gallery to be part of “cluster” with other genocides
By BERNIE BELLAN

It wasn’t easy trying to decipher what we were
being told at an over-two-hour presentation by var-
ious individuals associated with the Canadian
Museum of Human Rights Tuesday afternoon,
December 6.

The event, which was labeled “the first annual
public meeting of the Canadian Museum of Human
Rights”, was held at the Planetarium Auditorium in
the Manitoba Museum of Nature.

Although various speakers, including Stu Murray, CEO of the CMHR,
expounded at length upon various topics, there was not very much
new divulged at the meeting itself.

Murray did state that $130 million has been raised by private sources
for the funding of the construction of the museum, but he did not go
on to state the fact that still leaves the museum some $20 million short
of its needed fund-raising goal.

It wasn’t until after the formal meeting was over, however, that per-
haps the most important piece of information regarding the new muse-
um was divulged by CMHR Director of Communication Angela Cassie. 

During a one-on-one interview that I held with her, Cassie revealed
that the museum will not officially open its doors to the public until
2014. Even though the actual physical construction of the museum is
set to be completed in 2012, work on the content of the museum will
not be complete until more than two years from now. (Considering

that the CMHR was supposed to have been opened
this year, the much later opening date represents a
considerable delay – strange that wasn’t even
broached during the earlier two-hour presentation.)

Angela Cassie did, however, touch upon the most
controversial aspect of the new museum during the
public meeting when she described in general terms
the gallery set-up for the $310 million project.

Cassie said that there will be several “clusters’ of
galleries. The first cluster will include: a “welcoming

gallery”; the second gallery in this cluster will offer an “introduction to
human rights”, featuring a “human rights timeline”, including the
“drafting of the universal declaration of human rights”; and the third
gallery in this cluster will focus on “Canada’s human rights history”,
focusing on “indigenous rights” and “Canada’s human rights journey”,
noting Canadian “violations of human rights”, such as the imposition
of the “Chinese head tax”, and various internments of specific ethnic
groups. Finally there will be a gallery within this cluster devoted to the
“current challenge”, examining contemporary legal challenges in
Canada in the area of human rights.

The second cluster of galleries – and it is here that the CMHR has
come in for the most criticism from various groups – has to do with the
Holocaust and other modern genocides.

Cont. on page 5. See “Holocaust Gallery”.

The alleged assailant
in the Oak Park inci-
dent where a Jewish
girl had her hair set
on fire. His picture is
freely available on his
Facebook page. On
another site, known
as “Yahoo Answers”,
the boy posted this
question two years
ago: "Does anybody
know any interesting
facts about Adolf
Hitler?"



By BERNIE BELLAN
It figures that, until the Jewish Heritage Centre decided to organize

a panel discussion on “the Sephardic experience” (which was a repeat
of a similar panel held last year, but for a larger audience this time
around), that the panelists involved unanimously agreed that they
never thought of themselves as “Sephardic Jews”.

As Michael Salman, one of the three panelists (the others being
Mary Benarroch and Daniel Ashrafi) who participated in the panel
discussion held Tuesday, November 29, in the Multi-purpose room of
the Asper Campus, noted: Being labeled a “Sephardic Jew” is some-
thing he had never dealt with previously.

“We are an exotic thing,” he suggested. “Nowhere else have we
been treated like this.”

Nonetheless, the topic for the evening was “the Sephardic experi-
ence”, and even though each of the panelists insisted that they didn’t
regard themselves as “Sephardic” – whatever that meant, and each
took great pains to differentiate their own experiences growing up in
Arab countries from other “Sephardic” Jews, by the time the evening
was over it was apparent that what they had in common was not so
much a “Sephardic experience” as it was being part of a minority in
Arab countries. (Ed. note: For the purpose of this discussion, even
though Iran is not an Arab country, it will be lumped in with other
Arab countries.) Further, to hear the experiences of Michael Salman
and Daniel Ashrafi, in particular, it was apparent that being members
of a persecuted minority is what has defined their self-identities, more

so than any particu-
lar feelings of reli-
gious affiliation or
identification with
Israel, for instance.

The manner in
which the evening’s
discussion was con-
ducted was fairly
novel in itself.
Moderator Kinzey
Posen, who was also
the moderator dur-
ing the previously
held panel discus-
sion on Sephardic
Jews, was already
quite familiar with
each of the panelists’
backgrounds. As a
result, he took it
upon himself to ask
specific questions of
each panelist, rather
than repeating the
same question to
each one.

Posen began by
giving some back-
ground information
describing the his-
torical situation of
Jews living in Arab
countries. He noted
that some 850,000
Jews left or were
forced to leave Arab
countries following
the creation of the
State of Israel in
1948. (According to
Wikipedia, the total
number of Jews
remaining in Arab
countries is less than
5,000, with the
majority of those in
Morocco. The situa-
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Community news

The Jewish Heritage Centre of Western
Canada is pleased to announce that the fea-
tured speaker for the 2012 Sol and Florence
Kanee Distinguished Lecture Series will be
Efraim Halevy, former head of the Mossad,
Israel’s Institute of Intelligence and Special
Operations. The lecture will take place on
Thursday, May 3, at 8:00 p.m. at Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue, 561 Wellington Crescent.

Born in England, Halevy immigrated to
Israel in 1948. A Mossad officer since 1961,
he rose in the ranks to eventually head the
institute from 1998 to 2002. He has also
served as ambassador to the European Union and the personal secret
envoy for five Israeli prime ministers to kings, presidents, prime ministers
and other world leaders. In his book, “Man in the Shadows: Inside the
Middle East Crisis with a Director of Israel’s Mossad” (2008), he provides
a fascinating and unprecedented portrait of the Middle East crisis.

Since his retirement from the Mossad in 2003, Mr. Halevy has headed
the prestigious Shasha Centre of Strategic Studies at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem. His editorials can be frequently read in the pages
of publications such as the Jerusalem Post.

The Sol and Florence Kanee Distinguished Lecturer Series is presented
annually by the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada. The JHC’s
mission is to preserve and disseminate information about the history of
the Jews of Western Canada, especially in Manitoba, and to raise aware-
ness and understanding of the history of the Holocaust through education.

For information regarding ticket sales and sponsorships, please call 477-7460.

Former Mossad Chief to deliver the 
Kanee Distinguished Lecture in 2012

EFRAIM HALEVY

Jewish Foundation of Manitoba Receives $8.5 Million Bequest 
from Estate of David Silverberg

December 14, 2011

The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, the leader in planned giving solutions for Manitoba’s Jewish
philanthropists, today announced that it has received an $8.48 million bequest from the estate of philanthropist
David Silverberg, long-time supporter of the Jewish Foundation.  The charitable gift by Mr. Silverberg, who
passed away in January of 2009, creates the “Ernest I. Silverberg, Morris Silverberg, David Silverberg, Maier
Silverberg and Antzi Silverberg Fund” in memory of David, his parents and brothers.  The endowment fund will
support local hospitals, service agencies of all types, synagogues and Jewish community organizations primarily
in Winnipeg and in Israel.

David Silverberg and his brothers, Ernest and Morris, were raised to be charitable and dedicate themselves to
community service.  Mr. Silverberg considered these values to be his “family legacy”.  In that spirit, they chose
to leave an enduring gift for future generations.  Mr. Silverberg’s substantial bequest underscores the confidence
donors and their professional advisors place in the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba as knowledgeable,
responsible stewards of charitable assets.

David Silverberg

David Silverberg was born in Winnipeg in 1913 to immigrant parents,  Maier and Antzi Silverberg.  He attended
local schools and graduated from the University of Manitoba in 1934 with a degree in Electrical Engineering.  His
first job with the Canadian Grain Commission earned him a salary of $720 per year.  He went on to work for the
Department of Transportation, being initially hired as a draftsman, and retired as their Chief Engineer of
Administrative Services.  He spent many years designing airports in the province with a major focus on runways.

Throughout his life, David spent “thousands of hours” volunteering at the House of Ashkenazie Synagogue on
Burrows Avenue.  He held various positions on its board and performed extensive duties on its behalf.  David’s
gifts to his community and religion extended far beyond the giving of his time and knowledge.  He was a quiet,
often anonymous philanthropist.  His generosity touched over 150 charities and foundations.  His relationship
with the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba began in 1977 when he established an endowment fund in memory of
his parents.

The “Ernest I. Silverberg, Morris Silverberg, David Silverberg, Maier Silverberg and Antzi Silverberg Fund” in
memory of David, his parents and brothers, fulfills Mr. Silverberg’s specific philanthropic wishes, while
supporting causes that range from health and social services, to Jewish life in Canada and in Israel.  David
Silverberg and his family leave a perpetual testament of boundless generosity and community service for those
who follow.

About the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba

The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba is a public foundation that manages a growing endowment fund that
exceeds $70 million.  Since its inception, the Foundation has distributed more than $30 million in grants and
scholarships in the local community and across Canada.  All gifts to the Jewish Foundation are invested in
perpetuity.  Its mission, in keeping with its Jewish heritage and values, encourages and facilitates the creation
and growth of endowment funds to enable the community to realize its potential.

Cont. on page 3.
See “Sephardic
experience”.

Exploring the Sephardic experience

Panelists tell three very different stories
of growing up in Sephardic lands



tion in Iran was quite different. In
that country, there were approxi-
mately 140-150,000 Jews in
1948. At the time of the Islamic
Revolution, in 1979, there were
still approximately 90,000 Jews
left in Iran. Today the estimate is
that there are about 40,000 Jews
remaining there.)

The first panelist to describe
her experience growing up in an Arab land was Mary Benarroch, who
lived in Morocco until 1963, she said.

“My family used to speak Arabic,” Mary noted, although they also
spoke Spanish, she said.

“My father’s family (whose surname was ‘Muyal’) all came from
Morocco,” Mary noted. “My mother’s family (whose surname was
‘Ben Sousa”) came from Spain.”

“The Arab community was separated from us…Arab girls didn’t go
to school, but many of them worked for Jews…The building where we
lived was just for Jewish people…We never had any problem with
them (the Arabs) – even today.”

Mary explained that a key turning point for many Moroccan Jews
came with the decision by France to grant Morocco full independence
in 1956. Mary’s brother was the first Moroccan Jew (or Sephardic Jews
for that matter) to emigrate to Winnipeg - having moved here in 1957,
and the Benarroch family followed suit in 1963.

Of the Benarroch’s four sons, only Michael was born in Morocco.
In terms of the adjustment to life in Canada, Mary had nothing but

positive feelings towards her adopted home: “My husband got a job
right away,” she said – “as a shochet and as a mohel”. 

Asked by Kinzey Posen what it’s like to live an Ashkenaz communi-
ty, Mary stated quite emphatically: “I didn’t have any problem.
Nobody talked about the Jews from Morocco until now.”

Two of Mary Benarroch’s well-known sons offered their own com-
ments as to what the “Sephardic” experience has been like for them.

Albert suggested that their family grew up in “a small pocket” of
Sephardic Jews. “Over the years some Israelis came. Many of the fam-
ilies from Argentina have a Turkish background. I’d estimate there are
around 200 Sephardic Jews in Winnipeg today.”

Brother Michael added: “When I was growing up I felt different. We
spoke Spanish, were a little bit darker – and ate really weird food –
‘couscous’! Nobody had heard of ‘couscous’…Now there have been
enough (Sephardic) Israelis who have come – it’s not so unusual.”

Finally, asked by Kinzey Posen whether she’d ever like to go back to
Morocco, Mary Benarroch unhesitatingly replied: “No – why would I
want to go back there? If I’m going to go anywhere to visit, it would
be to Israel” (to where much of her family moved).

For Michel Salman, who was born in 1965, growing up in Iraq was
something that he recalled fondly.

He explained that his family had been “living in Baghdad for gener-
ations.” In fact, he suggested that it was probable that his family actu-
ally descended from “Jews who were exiled to Babylonia” (which
would have been about 2550 years ago).

“We spoke Arabic at home,” Salman said. Asked to describe his
neighbourhood, he said that “it was just like River Heights. We had a
detached house with a garden. It was made of concrete.”

“There were more Christians in our neighbourhood than Muslims,”
Salman noted. “We did have many Muslim friends,” although he
noted that he did have “more Christian friends.”

“My father was a bookkeeper,” he said. “We had good experiences
with Muslims and Christians.”

Yet, Salman also did note that he “didn’t go around announcing I
was Jewish.” He added that “if you said anything in support of
Zionism and Israel – that was a ‘death sentence’.”

To make matters even worse, Iraq and Iran been engaged in a 14-
year-long war that left both countries economically devastated. With
Sadaam Hussein’s brutal regime firmly entrenched, and with
Hussein’s increasingly virulent attacks on Israel, Iraq had become a
very unsafe home for its few remaining Jews.

Thus, the decision was taken by his parents to send Michael out of
the country.

Acquiring an exit visa, however, was not easy. “It was a problem get-
ting an exit visa,” he explained. “Embassies would see us coming and
know that we would be a burden to them” if they were to allow Iraqi
Jews into their countries.

Luckily for young Michael though, he had obtained a visa some
years back that he hadn’t used. He had a sister already living in
England, so the decision was made to send him to England to live, in
1981.

For Salman, moving to
England was quite a cul-
ture shock. With a knowl-
edge of only rudimentary
English, he was suddenly
thrust into the midst of the
English school system and
had to acquaint himself
with a whole new termi-
nology in Math, Physics and Chemistry, for instance.

On top of that, the “English were xenophoboic”, he said – unlike
Canadians.

“One of the most attractive things about Canada was that you are
who you are. You can stick to your own culture if you just obey the
laws.”

Salman explained how it was that he came to be a pediatric neurol-
ogist. His original plan, he said, was to become a pharmacologist.
One day, when he was riding the bus with a friend, he told his friend
what his goal was. His friend indicated disappointment at what he
regarded as Salman’s lack of ambition, asking him: “Is that all?’ At that
point, Salman says, he realized that perhaps he should challenge himself
more.
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Community news

Panelists (l-r): MARY BENARROCH, MICHAEL SALMAN, and
DANIEL ASHRAFI

The Board and Staff of the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg

wish you and your family a

Happy Chanukah

djjna
Beginning December 20, watch us light a new
candle and share a Chanukah surprise on each

night of Chanukah at jewishwinnipeg.org!

Sephardic experience
Cont. from page 2.

Moderator KINZEY POSEN: Some
850,000 Jews left or were forced to
leave Arab countries following the cre-
ation of the State of Israel in 1948.

Cont. on page 23. See “Sephardic experience”.
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Short takes
By the time you read this, the Board of the

Simkin Centre may well have appointed a
new acting CEO.

On Thursday, December 8, three applicants
were interviewed by the Simkin Centre Board
for that position.

Of the applicants, two were Jewish.
According to a highly qualified source, how-
ever, the Board was leaning toward choosing
the non-Jewish applicant.

In his leadership review report on the Simkin Centre, Peter Kafka,
CEO of the Louis Brier Home in Vancouver, wrote: “There are key
positions where staff members with a background in Jewish culture
and traditions would provide added value and connections to Jewish
residents and families.”

Now, while Kafka doesn’t come right out and say that the new CEO
should be Jewish, I’ll say it: The CEO of the Simkin Centre should be
Jewish - all things considered. 

Yes, in a day and an age when almost all nursing homes in the
province fall under the control of regional health authorities, and
when a person’s ethnic background cannot be a determining factor for
admission into any publicly funded nursing home, one might ask:
“Why is it important that the CEO of the Simkin Centre be Jewish?”

The answer is that the role of CEO of this particular home has come
under excruciating scrutiny in the past year. As the reputation of the
home has been sullied - perhaps unfairly to quite an extent, it has a
major challenge now to refurbish that image. As such, symbolic
moves take on a much greater importance than might otherwise be the
case.  

If there is a qualified Jewish individual available to fill the position
of CEO of the Simkin Centre, then preference should be given to that
individual over a non-Jewish individual. After all, who better than a
CEO of a home that was originally established as the “Jewish Old
Folks Home” (See “Looking Back” on page 38.)  to “provide added
value and connections to Jewish residents and families”, as Peter
Kafka wrote in his report.

Given that the current board is still not representative of the type of
board that Kafka calls for in his report, one would hope that, if it’s not
too late, that the members of the selection committee weigh their
decision very carefully and give proper weight to the ethnic back-
ground of the chosen candidate.

*****
Turning to another matter of some controversy, it is now becoming

increasingly evident that the Canadian Museum of Human Rights has
significantly watered down the degree to which the Holocaust will
occupy a position of unique importance in that institution.

It is somewhat difficult to believe that no other media outlet other
than our own paper has bothered to report on the substance of what

was said at the first
ever public meeting
of the CMHR, which
was held on
December 6 (and
which is reported on
page 1 of this issue).
There were quite a
few reporters there,
but as with most sto-
ries of a complex
nature, rather than
choosing to report on
what the museum is
going to contain,
other media focused
on how much money
has been raised for
the building of the
CMHR.

The major revela-
tion at that meeting,
however, was that the
Holocaust gallery will
not be reserved for the
Holocaust alone, but
will also have a place
for the Armenian
genocide and the
Holodomor.

Realistically, given
the controversy in
which the CMHR has
found itself from the

very outset, beginning with
Izzy Asper’s announcement
in 2003 that he wanted to
build a museum of human
rights, it should come as no
surprise that the planners of
the new museum have
taken so much of the criti-
cisms leveled by certain
groups into account. 

For many in the Jewish
community the fact that
there will not be a gallery
uniquely devoted to the
Holocaust will come as a
major disappointment.  

As I have argued repeat-
edly in this column, howev-
er, there must be a certain
amount of political realism
that should be taken into
account by Jews. Once the
museum came under the
aegis of the federal govern-
ment, it was inevitable that
it would become a huge
political football. 

While some may bemoan the extent to which certain members of
the Ukrainian community, in particular, may have had their criticisms
of the attention that was originally to be paid to the Holocaust fac-
tored into what now appears to be a much watered-down Holocaust
gallery, there was a certain inevitability about that.

***** 
Speaking of human rights - the terrible incident at Oak Park in which

a Jewish girl had her hair set on fire, in an apparently anti-Semitic inci-
dent, is a jarring reminder just how tenuous our feelings of self-satis-
faction should be  about living in Canada, as opposed say, to France,
where incidents of anti-Semitism are commonplace.

Now, this is not to exaggerate the significance of that one particular
act. So much still remains unknown about the background to what
happened, although we here, at this paper, have been learning more
and more about certain details of what happened that, as yet, we can-
not reveal,  but may, at a future date. There are some aspects to the
notion of anti-Semitism, however, that differentiate current trends from
past manifestations of anti-Semitism. As I noted in the article about the
incident in which Myron Love did the major reporting on what hap-
pened at Oak Park, the recent emergence of social networking as a
vital component of young persons’ lives certainly adds an entirely new
element of complication to the problem of anti-Semitism.

To be honest, given the high rate of intermarriage within the Jewish
community, so many young people who might be identified as
“Jews”are only partly Jewish but, as was the case in Nazi Germany,
anti-Semites aren’t prone to drawing fine distinctions as to who is
Jewish and who isn’t. With the recent influx of many immigrants into
Winnipeg who may identify only marginally as Jews, one wonders
whether an incident such as that which happened in Oak Park may
lead to a heightened sense of identification with the larger Jewish
community on the part of those who have not much of that feeling to
this point.

If that were to happen, it would be a repeat of a cycle that has hap-
pened only too often in the history of the Jewish people. There is some
significance to the heightened feelings of discomfort that many of us
felt upon hearing of a 15-year-old who had an admiration for Nazis,
so close to Chanukah. After all, the story of Chanukah is partly the
story of assimilated Jews being reminded of their Jewish roots by the
Macabees. Anti-Semitic acts in your own neighbourhood and the
threat of real danger do more to jar Jews - no matter how tenuous their
connection to being Jewish may be, into a realization that our present
relative security as Jews in Canada is not guaranteed to last forever.
Just ask the Jews of France - or England, for that matter.

*****
Finally, the announcement by the Jewish Foundation in this issue (on

page 2.) that the Foundation has been the recipient of an $8.5 million
bequest must certainly come as great news for the many individuals
and agencies that count on the Foundation for support. Coming upon
the heels of the announcement that the Foundation’s endowment has
grown to $70 million, it is more than comforting to realize how solid
the future financial well-being of our community will remain for years
to come.

At a time when many other foundations in the United States have
come in for extreme difficulties, given the severe difficulties in which
the American economy finds itself, it is powerfully reassuring to real-
ize just how well the Jewish Foundation has been run, and how pre-
scient were the original founders of what has become a pillar of our
community 47 years ago.
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According to Cassie,  there will be three
galleries within this cluster. The first, she said,
will be the “examining the Holocaust”
gallery. Within this gallery, “how a society
collapsed into genocide” will be addressed.
Cassie noted the fact that “Canada’s reserve
system was seen as a model” by some of the
individuals who planned the eventual geno-
cide of European Jewry.

There will be a “thematic approach” in this
gallery, Cassie explained. Also to be included
in the gallery will be some attention paid to
the “Armenian genocide” and the
“Holodomor” (the Ukrainian genocide perpe-
trated by Joseph Stalin, although to what extent the Holodomor can be
seen as a deliberate genocide aimed at the Ukrainian people is a matter
of debate. Some historians argue that the Ukrainians were simply the
largest group to suffer among a number of different ethnic groups that fell
victim to Stalinist policies of forced collectivization. Interestingly, there
has been no mention throughout the controversy surrounding the amount
of attention that is to be paid to the Holocaust to the Chinese Great Leap
Forward from 1958-61. That experiment by Mao Tse Dung in social engi-
neering led to the deaths of from 16-42 million Chinese – depending on
which figure you prefer to accept. No matter what, many more Chinese
died than either Jews during the Holocaust or Ukrainians during the
Holodomor. One wonders whether, if there were a powerful Chinese
lobby pushing for more attention to this episode in history, that the CMHR
would have yet another squabble on its hands with which to deal.)

During her remarks at the public meeting Cassie explained that the
inclusion of the Armenian genocide and the Holodomor within the
Holocaust gallery will be done to provide addtional context to an exam-
ination of the thinking that led Hitler to arrive at this plans for the exter-
mination of the Jews. The fact that deliberate and largescale extermina-
tions of other populations occurred in the 20th century will be intertwined
within this gallery. As such, the gallery focusing on the Holocaust will not
be devoted solely to the Holocaust.

I pressed Cassie on another aspect of the Holocaust gallery that has
been the source of some controversy, and that is the extent to which
Christian anti-Semitism laid the groundwork for the Holocaust.

Cassie gave this answer: “Definitely anti-Semitism needs to be an ele-
ment that we examine within the Holocaust.” She went on to say that
there will be attention paid to what papers in Canada were saying about
“what was going on in Germany.”

I said: “Okay, that’s the Canadian context, but is there any thought given
to expanding it to try and give some historical reference to anti-Semitism?”

Cassie replied that she wanted to check with the “researcher” who is
working on that because she didn’t want to “misrepresent” anything that
might be part of what the museum will be doing. 

Following is the response received from Cassie on December 9:
"The history of anti-Semitism will certainly be explored in the Examining

the Holocaust Gallery (working title) within the Canadian Museum for
Human Rights.  The Museum’s treatment of the topic will include content
on historical anti-Semitism in the Christian church and European society.
This will provide a context to understand the Nazis’ specific deployment
of nationalism and so-called “race science” to incite their genocidal ver-
sion of anti-Semitism. The gallery will also take a hard look at anti-Semitic
discrimination within Canadian society during the Nazi period.  We will
make sure our treatment of the topic does not implicitly suggest that anti-
Semitism ended with the Second World War."

(I suggested to Cassie that the most recent incarnation of the CMHR is
quite a bit different from the idea first espoused by Izzy Asper in 2003, but
Cassie admitted that she was not familiar with that concept. Just to pro-
vide some background: When Asper first came forward with his dream of
a human rights museum, he envisioned an 180,000 square foot museum,
with the Holocaust gallery occupying some 20,000 square feet of that. It
is apparent that the Holocaust component has been much reduced. I offer
no comment whether that is as it should or should not be.)

Finally, to return to the annual public meeting – which was what this
article was supposed to be about - connected to the “examining the
Holocaust” gallery will be two other galleries: “a whole lot of hard work”,
and “breaking the silence”. Within the “breaking the silence” gallery, five
genocides will be examined: The Holocaust, Holodomor, Armenian geno-
cide, Rwanda, and Srebrenica (Bosnia).

A third cluster of galleries will examine “current human rights issues”,
according to Cassie, focusing on such modern day trends in human rights
legislation as “women’s rights”, “gay rights”, the rights of the “disabled”,
and “children’s rights”. Attention will be focused on “poverty” as a key

element in human rights, along with the “defenders” of human rights.
The final gallery in this cluster will be known as “take action”, and will

encourage attendees to leave the museum with a motivation to do just
that.

Following the remarks made by Cassie and others, there was a short
question and answer period, highlighted by one woman’s berating the
museum planners over what she perceived to be an unfair attack on
Germans and their role in the Second World War.

She punctuated her remarks several times with the question: “What is
the capitol of Israel?”

Methinks we’re still in for a little bit of controversy once we actually see
what’s going to be in this museum. Given that the actual opening date is
still so far in the future, there’s probably going to be a lot more conjecture
than hard fact for quite a while to come. 
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anti-Semitic incident
(Note: The following letter was received in response to the story

that appears on page 1, but which was also posted to our website
on Dec. 7.)

I read with both interest and concern Myron Love’s article and
Bernie Bellan’s post script about the anti-Semitic incident which
recently took place a Oak Park High School. 

I commend the Jewish Federation for quickly reaching out to
offer an adapted FAST program for students in that school. 

I am more dismayed however to note that the student who has
been charged with the assault has “left the school division” and
will not be there to be part of the school division’s “action plan to
deal with the incident”. I believe that is the larger cause for all of
us to be concerned. 
Rietta Floom 

Comment on Yude Henteleff remark
In reply to the quote by Yude Henteleff in the issue of Nov. 30

“We must have a full blown ongoing curriculum dealing with
racism and hate with subsets of racism, human rights, genocide,
and the Holocaust. It should be an integral part of Social Studies
courses from Kindergarten to Grade 12”

I wish to point out the United Jewish Peoples Order in the 70’s
visited all school divisions within Winnipeg to present a brief
requesting that their divisions  place the teaching of the subject of
the cause and rise of facism resulting in such devastating events
as the Holocaust with their curriculums.
Thank you,
D. Rosenbaum, Winnipeg

Thank you, Gerry Posner
Thank you Gerry Posner for another trip down memory lane!

(Article entitled “Red River Region A.Z.A.-B.B.G. Second Annual
Sweetheart Ball”, November 30th Issue of the Jewish Post and
News.) One of the young Sweetheart Ball candidates pictured in
the article was my cousin, Reesa Greenberg. Reesa was a gradu-
ate of the I.L. Peretz Folk School. With her family’s move to the
then new suburb of Garden City she went on to graduate from
Garden City Collegiate. Reesa was an independent young woman
as evidenced by her move to Vancouver in 1964 to launch what
was to become her 40 year career as a flight attendant with
Canadian Pacific Airlines. It was always a special thrill for any of
her family and friends to find themselves on one of her flights.
Reesa was an attractive, vivacious woman who loved meeting
people from all over the world. She enjoyed being a world travel-
er with Hong Kong, Hawaii and Mexico being amongst her
favourite destinations. She was well respected by her many col-
leagues in the travel industry. Reesa enjoyed her home in
Richmond and more so after her parents, Delki and Lou moved
there. Sadly, Reesa passed away from cancer at the young age of
61. She will always be missed by her many friends and family
members. 

Are there any readers who have kept in touch with the other
young ladies pictured in the article? I know that Janis Rodin is
married to Gordon Winocure and that they live in Toronto. Thanks
again, Gerry!
Sharon Love

LETTERS

Holocaust Gallery
Cont. from page 1.

ANGELA CASSIE
Director of

Communications, 
CMHR
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Myron Love

For the third time
in five years, Romi
Mayes has been rec-
ognized as Western
Canadian Songwriter
of the Year Award –
this time for her song,
“Ball and Chain”
from her new album
“Lucky Tonight”.
Mayes was presented
with the award on
Sunday, October 23,
at the 2011 Western
Canadian Music
Awards and Breakout
West Festival in Whitehorse in the Yukon.

“It was a great honour for me to win
Songwriter of The Year for the third album in a
row,” Mayes says. “I think this one blew me
away much more than the other two.

There’s something about the third time that
really took me back. 

“As professional musicians, you can only
hope for some level of fame or monetary suc-
cess, you can tour the world and sell out arenas
if you are lucky, but that can all be smoke and
mirrors and a bigger machine pushing you
along. I think the biggest honour you can
receive is the acknowledgement of your song
writing. That is the root of it all and the truest
part of the whole art.”

The daughter of realtor Joyce Rykiss has been
playing guitar professionally since she was 15
years old. Her musical style has been described
as a combination of country blues and blue-
grass.

The award was the culmination of five weeks
of performances in Alaska and Yukon with fel-
low guitar player Jay Nowicki. After playing
some dates in Europe last month, Mayes and
Nowicki are taking the winter off before hitting
the road again through the Midwest down to
Texas in the spring and going to the Maritimes
in May.

* * *
Like Mayes, Rosalyn Dennett is a young

Jewish musician who
has recently recorded
a new album.
Dennett and “Oh,
My Darling”, the all
female quartet she
plays with, are also
planning on a second
tour of Europe for
two-three months. 

“We toured west-
ern, central and
northern Europe last
spring for two
months and were
very well received,”
Dennett says. “Many
of the venues we
played want us back.
We also added some
new venues.”

“Oh, My Darling”
released its second
CD/album, “Sweet

Nostalgia”, on November 5 to a packed house
at the West End Cultural Centre. The album,
Dennett says, is a blend of country, old time
folk music and blue grass music. 

“A lot of people at our West End Cultural
Centre performance bought our CD,” she says.

Dennett comes from a musical family. Her
mother, Susan Israel, and father, Alastair
Dennett, are both musicians and her mother,
who plays violin, still performs with Rosalyn’s
stepfather, singer/songwriter Sam Baardman.
(Her brother, Isaac Dennett, also plays guitar in
a number of local bands.) Rosalyn herself took
up the violin when she was five and her solos
were a regular part of assemblies and commu-
nity programs at Centennial School where she
was enrolled in the Hebrew Bilingual program.

In junior high school though, she stopped
playing. “I was tired of being the little girl with
the violin,” she says. “I wanted a new identity.”

She went back to music in senior high school
when she became friends with a musician who
played Irish music. “My parents played with an
Irish group for quite a while,” she says. “I began
playing the fiddle. I always preferred the fiddle
to classical music.”

After earning her Bachelor of Music degree at
the University of Manitoba, Dennett taught vio-
lin for a couple of years at the Manitoba
Conservatory. Four years ago, she received a
phone call from Allison DeGroot (who sings
and plays banjo in “Oh, My Darling”) to come
out and jam with three other girls. 

“I didn’t realize it was going to be an audi-
tion,” Dennett says.

(The other members of “Oh, My Darling” are
singer and guitar player Vanessa Kuzina and
singer and bass player Josee Dandeneau.)

In the spring of 2010, Dennett quit her day
jobs to become a full time touring musician.
Earlier this year, the foursome did their first tour
into the United States, with stops in New York
City and Oregon. They also played the Yukon.

Dennett is currently in Toronto doing some
solo songwriting and some fiddle playing. She
will be home for the end of the year, then
begins touring western Canada with “Oh, My
Darling” early in the new year before going
back to Europe.

“I want to do this as long as I can,” she says.
“We are talking about recording our next
album. And we want to do more touring in the
States. We are hoping to be back performing in
the U.S. a couple of times next year.”

Winnipeg musicians Romi Mayes and Rosalyn Dennett
living the dream 
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OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE

ROSALYN DENNETT: “I was
tired of being the little girl with
the violin. I wanted a new iden-
tity.”

ROMI MAYES: “It was a great
honour for me to win
Songwriter of The Year for the
third album in a row.”



By BENJAMIN A. MORGAN
Shalom to the Canadian Friends of

Hebrew University! It is with great honor
that I am able to send this letter from one of
the most holiest and cherished cities our
world has to offer, Jerusalem. 

I really feel that there are no words that I
can use which will be able to describe a
fraction of what I have been experiencing
here in this amazing city, but I will try my
best.

Almost four months ago to the day, I
arrived in Tel Aviv airport from a long and
tiresome flight. I had no idea what I was to
expect stepping off the plane about what the
culture would be like, the climate and the
language among many other things. I was
still absorbed in my own Western sphere not
realizing that the change would be so dras-
tic!

There are probably three things that I can say that I first noticed once
I stepped off the plane. The first is the heat. I knew that this was Israel,
located in the Mediterranean, but never did I think that the sun would
be bearing down on you like that! This was an interesting change to my
normal, muggy and brisk weather, which I would get 9 of the 12 months
(If we were lucky), in my northern Ontario community. The second thing
I noticed were the hills. I think I had this preconceived notion that the
majority of Israel was covered in barren flat lands. This, however, is not
the case. In Canada, I was used to having to actually enter into the
towns limits before I saw any inhabitants. Here in Jerusalem, however,
accompanied with thick haze from the desert you can see the sur-
rounding towns from miles and miles around. It makes everyone seem
so close and connected. The third thing which I quickly noticed but not
so quickly became accustomed to was the rush. Everyone here is in a
hurry! From making a U-turn right in front of on-coming traffic to
“Slicha’ing” your way through a line-up I
quickly learned that my Canadian-inherited
passivity would not suffice the impatience of
this very happening country. My director even
told us, on the first day, that once we get back
to our hometowns, “The sweet child which
your parents knew and loved will not be the
same”. I believe I am guilty of this already.

I came to study here in Jerusalem more than
a year ago. Being interested in studying lin-
guistics, I thought that coming to Israel would
be a good opportunity in helping me submerge
myself into new languages. While I have been
here in Jerusalem I have picked up a love for
the Hebrew language and have also been
learning so much Arabic! With the intensive
hours of Hebrew learning that are offered by
the Mechina program, I am hoping that I will
be proficient enough to stay here for 3 more
years and study Arabic language and literature
among other things. For me, language is the
foundation of culture and society and through
the Mechina program so many doors have
been opened to me to learn so much here
which the country and its people have to offer.

I highly recommend anyone coming to Israel,
even just for a year or even a semester! There
are so many things here which one cannot
experience unless leaving the boundaries of
Canada. From amazing falafel sandwiches
(yes, I am the stereotypical tourist) to the most
magnificent views you will ever see or even
just experiencing the beauty in the cultural dif-
ferences which are abundant here, no time
spent in this wonderful land would ever go
wasted. 

I hope that future students will be able to
benefit from the Canadian Friends of Hebrew
University Winnipeg Chapter just as I have. I
thank you from the bottom of my heart for
making it possible that I could spend a most
amazing year here with 8 more months to go!
Every day is an enjoyment, every day is a new
experience, and every day I am thankful that
you have made this possible for me. 

Toda Raba, Shalom v’Lehitra’ot. 
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A letter to Winnipegers from a student currently at the Hebrew U

Morgan’s ulpan class at the Hebrew University Shabbat dinner

Hebrew University news

Rabbi Pinsker wins first place in Free Press writing contest
The following note was received from Laurelle Harris Pinsker, wife

of Shaarey Zedek Rabbi Larry Pinsker: 
“Permit me the indulgence of letting you know that my husband,

Rabbi Larry Pinsker, came in first place in a recent local writing con-
test sponsored by the Winnipeg Writers’ Collective and the Free
Press.

“Larry wrote a memoir about his dad, who left Poland later than
most others in his family and was not able to get to the US…Bernard
(may his memory be a blessing) lived for years in Cuba until he was
able to immigrate to Chicago after the war (and just before Larry was
born). He built his life with honesty and integrity, and started out
selling socks off a push cart on Maxwell Street, eventually opening
his own store and helping others start their own businesses as well.
He was a remarkable man I wish I had known personally…but I am
sure he’s smiling down on us anyway.”
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By MYRON LOVE
Israel (Rael to his many friends) Ludwig, the

Jewish Federation of Winnipeg’s newly elected
president, considers himself to be lucky to be
leading our community at such a propitious
time. In his first address as president, at the
Federation Board meeting on Thursday,
December 8 (immediately following the annual
general meeting), Ludwig happily noted that:
Our CJA campaign is continuing to grow (The
goal is $5.5 million this year.) while most other
communities’ campaigns are either flat or declin-
ing; our community is registering consistent pop-
ulation growth (with projections of reaching
20,000 within the net five years)’ the Gray
Academy and the Campus’s daycare are bursting
at the seams.

“Those (referring to the crowded conditions at
the school and day care) are good problems to
have,” he said.

Ludwig, a lawyer by profession, is no stranger to either the Federation or
community leadership. A lifelong Winnipegger who grew up in the north
end, Ludwig cut his teeth in leadership in the early 1980s as the Chair of the
B’nai Brith League for Human Rights’ Midwest Region.

He first was recruited to join the board of the Winnipeg Jewish Community
Council (the Federation’s predecessor) by Marjorie Blankstein in 1985. In
that first go around, he served on the board for 13 years, during which time
he also became a member of the executive of the Canadian Jewish Congress
and served as vice-president and chair of the Manitoba Region.

He stepped down from the board in 1998 to concentrate on his legal
career. He noted that he was encouraged to rejoin the Federation Board in
2004 by Neil Duboff, one of his partners at Duboff Edwards Haight &
Schachter, who was the Federation’s president at that time.

In his first remarks as Federation president, Ludwig praised his predeces-
sor, Ben Cohen, Hope and Howard Morry – the CJA campaign co-chairs for
the past two years, Federation executive director Bob Freedman and the
Federation’s hard-working staff.

Ludwig promised to be an accessible president. “I am available at any
time,” he said. “I encourage anyone to call me or send me an email. My
door is always open.

“Part of my philosophy is that all members of a board should be engaged,”
he added, while encouraging every Federation board member to sign up for
a committee.

He noted that his first and foremost goal as president is to work toward
securing our community institutions’ financial futures. 

“There are a number of Jewish agencies and organizations that are not part
of the Federation,” he noted. “I would like to see all of our community agen-
cies under the Federation umbrella, not only as potential beneficiaries, but
also so that we can help with problem solving and outreach.

“May we all grow from strength to strength.”

Also growing from strength to strength is our CJA campaign as noted ear-
lier.

In her report to the Board, CJA executive director Elaine Goldstine noted
that the 2011-2012 campaign (which closes on March 31) has pledges to
date of $4,725,636, a 3.8% increase as compared to this time last year.
Pledges for local community needs are up 4.6% ($3,270,866) while pledges
for national and overseas contributions are up 1.8% ($1,454,770).

“Our women’s campaign is up 9% ($1,068,855),” Goldstine reported.

“Our J-Peg (younger adults) pledges are also
up 9% ($226,575). We have had 936 donors
increase the size of their gifts. And we have
245 new gifts.’

In his report, long time Federation treasurer
Jack Cipilinsky reported Federation assets of
$3,693,302 as of year end August 31. That includes a reserve fund that has
grown to $725,000. The reserve fund, he noted, has been growing consis-
tently over the years
and is now the highest
on record. In 2002, he
pointed out, it stood at
just $500,000.

Allocations were
$3,410,000, an
increase of about
$100,000 from the
year before.

“Our operating
expenses, both for the
Federation and the
campaign came in
under budget,”
Cipilinsky noted.

In addition to CJA
campaign revenues,
the Federation draws
interest from its rela-
tively new endow-
ment fund which is
administered by the
Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba. The Leave
More than Memories
Endowment Fund has
a capital base of
$2,787,224 (as of
August 31), up from
$2,554,828 at the
same time last year.
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What mother wouldn’t
want to be a friend as well
as a mother to her grown
kids? Robyn Rypp and
Beth Usiskin embody that
ability as they teach
together in the same
school. 

Rypp earned her
Bachelor of Fine Arts honors degree in 1979, and
once her daughters entered school, earned her
education degree in 1995. She has since taught
visual art at Shaughnessy Park School, École
Stanley Knowles, and (currently) at Daniel
McIntyre Collegiate Institute in the city’s West End.

Teaching art to Grade 10, 11, and 12 Daniel Mac
students, Rypp said the school has, “a high immi-
grant newcomer population, with many different
cultures represented.”

For Rypp, teaching is very important, as “kids
need to have adults they can trust and learn from.
Without an education, opportunities sometimes
aren’t available, and you have to settle for a lesser
job than you might want. 

“Kids know when a teacher is true. You cannot
fool them. They know when a teacher is good at their job. It’s impor-
tant to have good teachers, well versed in their subject areas so that
kids can learn and succeed.”

Rypp and husband, Arnie Usiskin, have two daughters, Beth and
Jacqui Usiskin. 

Outside of educating, Rypp has volunteered for various organizations
in the arts and general community. 

“Our family all volunteered for the Sarah Sommer Chai Folk
Ensemble in various ways over the past few years,” she said. “Beth is a
dancer and is currently the co-dance director. Jacqui has sung for Chai
for a few seasons. And Arnie and I have volunteered for Folklorama

(Chai), either back stage, helping with costumes, prepar-
ing food, or selling CDs and DVDs.” 

Rypp’s younger daughter, Jacqui, volunteers at the
Winnipeg Art Gallery in the art rentals department. “She
basically runs it on Sundays,” said Rypp. “This way it can

remain open. Without her it would be closed Sundays. 
“These volunteer experiences and organizations are vital to quality of

life. These organizations and what they do make life more enjoyable.”
Rypp and daughter, Beth, carpool together to school these days (with

Beth following in her mother’s footsteps, teaching at Daniel Mac).
“After driving my children around to school, lessons, and activities for
so many years, it’s now my turn to be driven to work and I’m quite
enjoying that,” said Rypp. 

“Beth and I get along very well. We’re mother and daughter, but also
good friends. We’ve always had a good relationship. Beth was a very
good baby, had a sunny disposition then, and she has continued
through life with an easy manner. She is really a great daughter, always
has been, and I hope our relationship continues.” 

Twenty-five-year-old Beth Usiskin earned her Bachelor of Arts in
2008 and Bachelor of Education in 2010, noting, “Seeing how much
my mom enjoys teaching and also the type of lifestyle she’s able to
have influenced my decision to go into education.”

Usiskin teaches in the EAL (English as an Additional Language)
department at Daniel Mac. Many of her students are from the
Philippines, and some are from Africa, China, Nepal, Thailand, and
Vietnam. 

“For many of my students, this is their first winter and they were very
excited when it first started to snow,” said Usiskin. “I had some of them
sticking their hands out of the classroom window, trying to catch
snowflakes. 

“Teaching EAL has been a very rewarding experience. The students
are all very respectful, eager to learn, and constantly making progress.
I’m still a new teacher, so I’m also learning every day what works and
what I can do better. 

“I’ve learned a lot from my students. They’ve taught me many new
words in Tagalog, one of the languages spoken in the Philippines. But
perhaps more importantly, I’ve learned a new appreciation for how for-
tunate I am. 

“Many of my students go to school all day
everyday and then work in the evenings and
weekends to help support their families.
Somehow most still find time to do their home-
work and assignments. For others, their parents
work in the evenings, so they’re responsible for
looking after their brothers and sisters.

“But in spite of having such busy and stress-
ful lives, they all come to school smiling and
with positive attitudes. They’re happy and
appreciative to be at school and that makes
such a difference. Just like they feel very lucky
to be in Canada, I feel that I’m very lucky to be
teaching them.”

Looking back, Usiskin’s passion for teaching
stemmed from her experience directing Chai
dancers, as an assistant and co-dance direc-
tor. “I really loved teaching and sharing all
the Chai repertoire dances with the new
dancers. Coincidentally, we have a few
dancers who are immigrants as well. Chai is
like a second family to me. Everyone in the
group is so supportive and there when you
need them.”
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Mother-daughter teaching dynamo a rare and wonderful commodity

BETH USISKIN and ROBYN
RYPP

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

ROBYN RYPP (at right) with art students at Daniel Mac.



By MYRON LOVE 
Researchers are making major

strides in understanding how
Alzheimer’s and other aged-
related degenerative diseases
develop but, as Dr. Ehud Cohen
noted (and as is usually the case),
effective treatment is still most
likely many years away.

The biochemist and molecular
biologist is a lead researcher at
the Hebrew University’s Institute
of Medical Research Israel-
Canada (IMRIC). IMRIC conducts
fundamental and applied
research in the field of biomedi-
cine. The institute conducts
research on genes and proteins
that control basic processes in
living cells to unlock the myster-
ies of disease and find the keys to
their causes, treatment, and pre-
vention. 

Cohen was in Winnipeg on
Thursday, November 29, to speak at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue
under the aegis of The Best of Hebrew U Lecture Series.

“We understand the basic mechanism of Alzheimer’s Disease,” he
said. “We know that in the course of a cell’s lifetime, toxins build up
which can impair or drastically alter cellular function. The toxins
cause senile plaques to form that cause memory loss and cognitive
failure.”

Alzheimer’s leads to death in 12 to 15 years, Cohen reported. And
50% of people who are over the age of 85 have Alzheimer’s or anoth-
er form of dementia. 

In 10% of cases, the disease is familial, he noted. That means that
those victims begin showing signs of the disease while still in their 50s
or 60s. In most other cases, he continued, the illness doesn’t begin to
effect people until they are past 70.

He added that individuals with Type 2 diabetes are more prone to
developing Alzheimer’s Disease. 

“The real puzzle,” he said, “is why some toxins only start to build up
late in life. For example, members of families with a history of
Alzheimer’s disease seem to develop it at around the same age – late
in life. Where is the disease until then?

“At IMRIC, we discovered that by slowing the aging process we can
slow down the build-up of toxins, thereby slowing down progression
of Alzheimer’s and Alzheimer’s-like diseases.”

He proceeded to a detailed, technical description of his team’s
research testing first with worms (C.Elegans) (which share much of
their generic makeup with humans) and more recently with mice,
manipulating genes to slow aging and lengthen the experimental
creatures’ life spans. 

He also spoke of research that other researchers have conducted on
long-lived population groups, such as Ashkenazi Jews in New York,
Japanese centenarians living in Hawaii, and similar studies in
Germany, Italy and China.

He further revealed that a second Hebrew University research team
has developed a chemical compound that could slow down the
progress of Alzheimer’s and other age-related degenerative diseases.
The compound is currently being tested on worms. 

“We are not talking necessarily about extending life spans,” he said.
“Rather, we hope that this research will not only translate into slow-
ing down the degenerative process, but prevent it entirely.”

In other Hebrew University news, Faith Kaplan, president of the
Winnipeg branch of the Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University,
noted that IMRIC would  be staging a “Virtual Marathon” for medical
research on Sunday, December 11. Readers who may want to make a
contribution to the CFHU can call the CFHU Winnipeg office at 942-
3085 or send an email to szalik@cfhu.org for further information.
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Hebrew University researcher
updates Winnipeg audience on latest

Alzheimer’s findings

DR. EHUD COHEN: “We are
not talking necessarily about
extending life spans. Rather, we
hope that this research will not
only translate into slowing down
the degenerative process, but
prevent it entirely.”

Temple Shalom  
Is please to announce 

A new and segregated Jewish Cemetery 
Alternative as well as Traditional Jewish burial at

Bet Chaim…Mikdash Shalom
On the property of

Chapel Lawn Funeral Home
Proud to Serve in Your Community

4000 Portage Avenue
www.chapellawn.mb.ca

For information call  
453-1625 Temple Shalom

982-8108 Terri Hlady  Chapel Lawn

Activities of Temple Shalom . . .
Excerpts from a message by Rabbi Karen Soria:

“For a small congregation, you sure have a lot going on!” (said by some-
one new to Temple Shalom, overheard at High Holyday services). What tips
the balance from “a lot going on” on paper to “a lot going on” in reality? I
think several elements are key:

A culture of participation
A culture of learning
A culture of inclusion
Temple Shalom continues to build a culture of all three elements:
We have dedicated lay leaders for services. 
We have people who continue to teach and to learn. We have expanded

our Hebrew classes this year, and will expand them again in January.
Temple Shalom works to include people. Jewish by birth or choice, non-

religious searcher, ‘raised traditional’ ~ no matter where you are on the con-
tinuum of Jewish identity (from not Jewish but somehow interested to com-
mitted), we want to create a place where people are free to ask questions
and to find their place. We want to create a community where people are
accepted for who they are and for the unique gifts and perspectives they
bring. Diversity ~ in age, experience, ability, sexuality, education, work
position, geographic background, etc. ~ enriches us.

It’s true; we are small, and we have a lot going on. Because we are choos-
ing to take responsibility for the life of our congregation and for our lives. 

**Look for Rabbi Karen Soria at Limmud speaking about “Everybody is a
Reform Jew”**

Fri. Dec. 16 at 7:30 PM Shabbat Service lay led by Sherman Lang with
music by Janet Pelletier Goetze

Fri. Dec. 23 at 6:15 PM Channukah Pot-luck with latkes made by the
Temple Shalom choir! (a meat pot-luck - no dairy) All are welcome.

at 7:30 PM Shabbat Service lay led by Ruth Livingston
Fri. Dec. 30 at 6:15 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service lay led by Elliott and

Elaine Saunders
Fri. Jan. 6 at 7:30 PM Shabbat Service lay led by Phil Spevack
Fri. Jan. 13 at 7:30 PM Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria with

teachers Jennifer Curtis Lane,
Catherine Emmanuel and the children of Temple Shalom’s Religious

School
Sat. Jan. 14 at 10:00 AM Torah Study led by Rabbi Karen Soria
at 4:00 PM Torah Study “The Joseph Chronicles led by Rabbi Karen Soria
at 7:30 PM Havdallah and Adult Ed led by Rabbi Karen Soria. Held off-

site. Please call for info
Upcoming Benefit concert at Temple Shalom:

Saturday Feb. 4 at 8:00 PM
“Freilachs and a whole Lot more”

with Fink and Posen
Details coming soon!

“The real puzzle is why some toxins only start to build
up late in life. For example, members of families with a

history of Alzheimer’s disease seem to develop it at
around the same age – late in life. Where is the disease

until then?”
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By BERNIE BELLAN
For Israel Agasi, a recent stint serv-

ing as a volunteer with Sar-El
(“Canadian Volunteers for Israel”) was
a trip down memory lane.

Having been born in Israel, Agasi –
who grew up and lived in Ramat Gan
with his parents, brother and sister
(who is deceased), had vivid memo-
ries of his previous service in the
Israeli army.

“I was in ‘Nahal’,” Agasi says.
(Nahal was a program of the Israeli
army that combined military service
with the establishment of agricultural
settlements in outlying areas.)

“We patrolled the border areas and
kibbutzim near the border,” he
explains.

Following his Nahal experience, in
the early 1960’s Agasi found himself
working as a tour guide and driver in an
Israel Tourist Office in Tel Aviv. It was
there that he met his future wife,
Audrey (Weinstein).

“Audrey had come to Israel with her
parents when she was 18. She loved
the country so much that she told her
parents she was staying,” Agasi says. 

As it turns out, while Israel and
Audrey, who were married in 1965,
had planned to remain in Israel togeth-
er, things did not work out as planned.

As Israel Agasi tells it, he and
Audrey came together to Canada that
same year to attend a wedding reception here
in Winnipeg.

“They put me in a tuxedo,” (for the first time
in his life), Israel notes with a certain degree of
disparagement. And – his impression of
Winnipeg was not so positive.

“I told my father-in-law that even if I made
$100,000 a year I wouldn’t stay here.”

In due course, Agasi did return to Israel –

without Audrey and their recently born first
child, to see whether he could establish himself
there and bring Audrey and the baby over in a
short while.

Agasi did find work - as a diesel mechanic for
the Egged bus line – and, as well, played bas-
ketball in the Israel national basketball league
with the team from Ramat Gan. Unfortunately,
1966 saw the beginning of a severe economic

downturn for the Israeli economy, and
Agasi returned to Winnipeg – where he
and Audrey have lived ever since.

Not knowing what he would do
when he came to Winnipeg, as luck
would have it, however Agasi got into
the bowling business, buying and
operating Gary Lanes on Pembina
Highway. 

Admitting that he knew nothing
about the bowling business, nonethe-
less Agasi parlayed that foray into a
totally foreign experience into a very
successful – and rewarding, business
career.

As he puts it: “I didn’t think I was
going to last a week. I ended up lasting
42 years.”

Not only did Agasi find success in the
business world, he says that he made
many enduring friendships with many
of the businesspeople and residents of
Fort Garry with whom he came in con-
tact. Like so many other newcomers to
this city, Israel Agasi developed strong
roots and many enduring friendships
within the Jewish community, as well
as in the community at large.

Eventually Agasi sold the bowling
business and has settled into a happy
retirement with Audrey. 

With their two daughters living in
Calgary, while their son lives in
Scottsdale, Arizona, Israel and Audrey

spend a portion of the winter months
down in Arizona. It was while they were
in Phoenix last winter that Israel noticed
a sign in the Jewish community centre
there advertising the Sar-El program.

At this point it is necessary to give
some explanation of what exactly Sar-El
is. Sar-El is an organization whose pur-
pose is to recruit foreign volunteers who
are interested in working for a brief time
in the service of the Israeli army.

Following is a brief description of the
history of Sar-El:

“In the summer of 1982, in the midst
of the Galilee War, Golan Heights set-
tlements faced the disastrous prospect of
losing their entire agricultural crop. The
majority of able-bodied settlers were
called up for army reserve duty and

entire farms, with crops already ripened, were
left unattended, due to the acute manpower
shortage. 

“Dr. Aharon Davidi (former head of the I.D.F.
Paratroopers and Infantry Corps) was then
directing the Golan Heights community and
cultural activities. Touched by the settlers’ dis-
tress, he sent a number of friends as a recruit-
ment team to the United States. Within a few
weeks, some 650 volunteers arrived in Israel to
lend their support through volunteer labor.
Realizing the merits of that action, those first
volunteers expressed the wish that the volun-
teer project be perpetuated. As a result, in the
spring of 1983, “Sar-El” - The National Project
for Volunteers for Israel - was founded as a non-
profit, non-political organization (“Sar-El” is the
Hebrew acronym meaning “Service for Israel”). 

“Over the years, volunteers from other coun-
tries came to participate. Sar-El is now repre-
sented in some 30 countries worldwide. Sar-El
Canada has traditionally been the third largest
source of volunteers, after Volunteers for Israel
(V.F.I.) in the U.S.A. and Volontariat Civil (U.P.I.)
in France.”

So it was that Agasi decided that he, too,
would like to volunteer for Sar-El.

“I went through the Canadian office,” he says.
(There are Sar-El Canada offices in both Toronto
and Montreal, and Sar-El Canada contacts in
other Canadian cities.” I took my medical and
had someone vouch for me,” Agasi notes.

Still, he admits that “I had no idea what I was
going to do there (in Israel)” once he actually
got there.

On October 16 Agasi arrived in Israel. He
spent his first week there visiting with family
and friends. On October 23 he went back to
Ben Gurion Airport to report for his service
with Sar-El.

Israel Agasi’s recent volunteer experience with Sar-El proves both
personally rewarding and important to Israel

ISRAEL AGASI on the base where he recently volunteered
for three weeks.

Show Israel You Care!
Volunteer as a Civilian worker

for 2 or 3 weeks

on an Israeli army supply base

S R-EL

CANADA

Free: accommodations, kosher meals, trips and events.
Cost: flight, $100 registration fee, weekend expenses.

204-480-6561 or hjacob1@jewishwinnpeg.org

416-781-6089 or toronto@sarelcanada.org

www.sarelcanada.org
Programs start approximately every 3 weeks.

Cont. on page 14. See “Sar-El”.

AGASI with his co-volunteer, an amazingly young-looking
SEYMOUR, from Montreal.

ISRAEL and AUDREY AGASI at this
year’s Jewish Foundation Book of Life
signing.
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“I had volunteered for three weeks,” he
says. As it turns out there were 37  volun-
teers altogether from Canada (of whom the
majority were women, Agasi notes), and

they were all assigned to a medical supply unit on a base approximate-
ly equidistant between the airport and Tel Aviv.

“They gave us our uniforms”, assigned barracks (five to a room), and
handed out assignments.

“We were assigned jobs based on the (physical) condition of the vol-
unteers,’ Agasi explains.

“Because I was younger (also certainly capable of more arduous phys-
ical duties – Remember, Agasi had played basketball at a very high level
when he was younger), I was assigned to lift bags of medical supplies that
came in from bases all over Israel,” he explains.

Interestingly, Agasis’ co-worker was an 80-year-old from Montreal by
the name of Seymour who, despite his age, was also in tremendous
shape.

The bags that came in needed to be opened up and examined to see
which of the supplies

that they contained
were expired. Other
volunteers would
restock the bags.

Of the volunteers
who began their stints
along with Agasi, eight
were there only for two
weeks. As a result, by
the time he was into his
third week of service,
Agasi and the other vol-
unteers who remained
found they had quite a
bit more room to them-
selves.

Apparently this extra
room was very handy
when it came to lining
up for morning show-
ers. As Agasi explains it,
while there was no set
time for waking up, he
himself would get up at
6 so as to be able to
have first crack at the
shower. Others, he
noted, would wait until
6:30, thus ending up in
a bit of a wait line.

For Agasi, along with
the rest of the volun-

teers, the most mov-
ing moment every
day came with the
flag-raising ceremony
at 8:30 am.

“We all ate togeth-
er, took breaks
together (“hafsaka”),
attended evening lec-
tures together, and
went on ‘tiyulim’
(excursions) togeth-
er,” Agasi says.

“Every evening
there was a lecture by
military personnel,”
he notes – always in
English (which was
the language of com-
munication through-
out).

And, as a matter of
fact, not all the vol-
unteers were Jewish,
Agasi adds. 

“There was a
woman from
Newfoundland who
just loves Israel,’ he
points out.

As well, some of
the volunteers were
returnees. “Some on
the program had

been coming every year for
more than 10 years,” he
observes.

Yet, many Israelis are
ignorant of the Sar-El pro-
gram. As Agasi explains it,
when he told his Israeli
friends about what he was
doing, they were some-
what incredulous.

“One of his friends asked
Agasi: ‘How did you get
here?’ “ 

Agasi says that he
answered: “I paid my own
way.”

To which, he says, his friend said: “You’re crazy!”
Then, when he explained what he was actually doing there and how

he was doing his part to contribute to Israel, his friend retracted his pre-
vious sarcasm, saying to Agasi: “Kol hakavod!”

While some may wonder about the thinking that would lead someone
used to the creature comforts of a nice North American home to volun-
teer for three weeks in the relatively Spartan conditions of an Israeli mil-
itary barracks, for Israel Agasi it was a tremendously positive experience.

For that matter, he was so enthused, he says, that he was even thinking
of staying on for a while longer.

However, when he put that to Audrey, Israel says, her answer was: “If
you don’t come back when you said you’re going to come back – don’t
come back at all!”

Thus, as you might have deduced by now, Israel Agasi did return to
Canada following his three-week stint with Sar-El, but he heartily rec-
ommends it for anyone who might be considering doing something both
useful to Israel and rewarding on so many levels at the same time.

For more information about the Sar-El program, you can refer to their
website: “http://www.sarelcanada.org”, call Hart Jacob at (204) 480-
6561, or the Toronto office at (416) 781-6089.
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The Jewish Heritage Centre ofWestern Canada invites applications for the 2012
Switzer-Cooperstock Prize in Western Canadian Jewish History. This prize, es-
tablished by the Switzer family to honour their parents and grandparents, will
be awarded for a publishable essay on the subjects listed below:

1) secular Jewish schools inWestern Canada,
2) Jewish settlers and traders in rural areas ofWestern Canada,
3) The immigration experience of Jews toWestern Canada.

The research may use original sources or it may be a synthesis of other pub-
lished material. Other related topics may be considered

To apply, submit a finished but unpublished essay (recently published work
may also be submitted) or write a letter identifying the research project, the
problem to be solved, previous scholarship, the sources used, and the prelimi-
nary results. The deadline for applications is February 15, 2012. Applications
will be considered by an academic panel and the results will be announced on
or about March 31 2012.

The winner will receive $6,000 and will present his/her findings at a public lec-
ture inWinnipeg in Fall 2012. The Jewish Heritage Centrewill publish the lecture
in print form and/or electronically if it is not published in a standard academic
forum.

To apply or request further information, contactMr. Stanislao Carbone, Director
of Programs and Exhibits, Jewish Heritage Centre ofWestern Canada, 123 Don-
caster Street, Winnipeg Canada, R3N 2B2 or email: scarbone@jhcwc.org.

Thee Switzer-Cooperstockk Prizee inn 
Westernn Canadiann Jewishh History

FORR 2012

Community news

Support available for Jewish
alcoholics & addicts

Jewish individuals who are challenged
by alcohol or chemical addiction or their
family members now have help available
within the Jewish community. Supported
by Jewish Child and Family Service, JACS,
Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent
Persons and Significant Others (www.jac-
sweb.org<http://www.jacsweb.org/), is a
voluntary mutual-help group dedicated
to: helping develop and sustain recovery
from alcoholism or addiction in a nurtur-
ing and safe environment, promoting
knowledge and understanding of alco-
holism and chemical dependency as it
involves the Jewish community, and act-
ing as a resource to the Jewish communi-
ty to address the effects of alcoholism and
chemical dependency. Weekly support
meetings with a “Jewish twist” assist in
complementing other recovery supports.

Anyone interested in information on
Jewish addiction recovery supports for
themselves or a loved one can contact
JACS Winnipeg at the number in the ad
below. Please read the ad for details
about meeting times and locations.

ISRAEL AGASI with two “madrichot”
(leaders) on his army base.
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The Wizard of Lies
Bernie Madoff and the Death
of Trust
Diana B. Henriques
Times Books, Henry Holt and
Co., New York,  2011, 419
pages
Reviewed by JOSEPH LEVEN

A quick search of
Amazon.com for books about
Bernie Madoff yields a list of
ten or more titles. The Madoff
scandal was one of the
biggest news items of 2008-
2009, and many of the peo-
ple who were touched by it
have since written their sto-
ries, as well as a number of
quickie accounts that
appeared within months of
the story breaking. However,
here in “The Wizard of Lies”
we have a thorough, well-
researched effort ,written by
Diana Henriques, who is an
award-winning, senior finan-
cial writer with the New York
Times. In her book Henriques
includes jailhouse interviews
with Bernie Madoff, some-
thing not found in any of the
other accounts. If you are
going to  read only one book
about Madoff, this is proba-
bly the one to read.

Briefly, Bernie Madoff ran
the biggest Ponzi scheme that
has ever come to light. A
Ponzi scheme is a financial
fraud wherein investors
believe that they are investing
in some kind of asset such as
shares or real estate for exam-
ple, but in reality the money
is going into the pockets of the fraudster. When an investor asks for his
money back, it is paid out from someone else’s investment. The Ponzi
scheme can only keep going as long as the inflow of new investments
exceeds the outflow of redemptions. This in turn is entirely dependent
on the fraudster maintaining a sterling reputation and the investment
public continuing to trust him completely. When that trust wanes, the
Ponzi scheme usually collapses as outflows exceed the funds avail-
able.

Madoff ran his Ponzi scheme for something like twenty years. (It is
not clear just exactly when it began.) Subsequent investigations
showed that, when it collapsed, it had a paper value of some $64 bil-
lion, and that the actual out-of-pocket losses to his investors totalled
about $20 billion. The roster of his investors reads like a Who’s Who
of American Jewry. Names such as Levy, Shapiro, Picower, Engler,
Chais, Merkin,  - all wealthy men who regularly donated millions to
charity. Celebrities included Steven Spielberg, Sandy Koufax, Kyra
Sedgwick, John Malkovich. Non-profits included Hadassah, the
American Jewish Congress, Yeshiva university and Eli Wiesel’s foun-
dation. Madoff never publicized his business. Instead he relied on
word-of-mouth as one person would tell another about his or her suc-
cessful investments with him. Indeed, he did his best to make it seem
like an exclusive club that not just anybody could get into.

What is so interesting is that Madoff never intended to defraud his
investors and to run a Ponzi scheme. It just happened. Little by little
he drifted into it and then he didn’t know how to get out. Years went
by, and while he and his family enjoyed the fruits of his business,
Madoff all the while knew that it must come to an end. Here is Madoff
on that topic:

“I never wanted to think of what I was doing as stealing, I guess.
Somewhere in my head I allowed myself to believe that I was going
to make things work out, as crazy as that seems now.”

Henriques comments: 
“Criminals are not tethered to logic; if they were, there would be no

Ponzi schemes, whose only logical outcomes for the schemer are sui-
cide, prison or life as a fearful fugitive.”

“The Wizard of Lies”  does not just tell the story of Madoff’s fraud; it
goes on to tell the story of the events that followed its disclosure. This
part of the book is just as interesting as the first part. Henriques has

the knack of making a very complex situation understandable for
her readers, as she relates how the wheels of justice turned, both
with regard to who was prosecuted and who was not, and to how
some investors received some compensation while others did not.
As of the time of the book’s publication, in early 2011, the latter
process was still not complete, but significant sums of money had
been recovered through the judicial process and distributed to
those who had
feared that they
had lost every-
thing. The single
largest sum
recovered was
$7.2 billion from
the widow of
Jeffry Picower,
the one investor
who probably
was on to Madoff
for a long time
and who made
enormous profits
from Madoff’s
scheme.

To conclude,
“The Wizard of
Lies”  is a top

notch read, not just
for those interested
in the world of
finance. but for the
general reader of
non-fiction. Highly
recommended!

(“The Wizard of
Lies”  is available at
the Winnipeg Public
Library.)

Fascinating story of Bernie Madoff’s incredible Ponzi scheme

OVER FIVE DECADES OF CARING FOR THE ELDERLY

INQUIRIES WELCOME

Thorvaldson Care Center
Manitoba’s only

Intermediate Care Facility

24-HOUR
SUPERVISION

GOVERNMENT
APPROVED

FACILITY

495 STRADBROOK AVENUE
452-4044

www.thorcare.ca

REG. NURSE
HEALTH CARE

AIDES

Happy Chanukah

Books

What is so interesting is that
Madoff never intended to

defraud his investors and to
run a Ponzi scheme. It just
happened. Little by little he
drifted into it and then he

didn’t know how to get out.
Years went by, and while he
and his family enjoyed the

fruits of his business,
Madoff all the while knew

that it must come to an end.



Most people know that challa is the braided egg-
rich bread that we eat on Shabbat and holidays

The two loaves of challa commemorate the
miracles of the wandering Jews in the desert.

While on weekdays
they received one
portion of manna
from the Heaven, on
Friday G-d sent two
portions. We cover
our two challa por-
tions with a fancy
cloth, symbolizing
the dew that used to cover the manna to keep it
fresh for the Jewish people when they would
gather it in the morning.

During Rosh Hashanah round challa are
made to symbolize continuity -that Jewish his-
tory, and our own individual stories should con-
tinue in health and happiness for another year.

When you have a little time try one of these
recipes. Everything freezes well.

* * *
This makes 1 large challa and 2 small buns

2 1/2 tsp yeast and 1 tsp sugar
1 cup warm water
6 cups flour
2 tsp salt
2 eggs
1/2 cup oil
1/2 cup sugar 
1 cup warm water

Proof the yeast. Place the yeast, water and
sugar in and small bowl and let stand 10 min-
utes. Sift together the flour, salt and 1/2 cup
sugar. Add the warm water, oil, eggs, and the
yeast mixture If the dough appears to dry add
some warm water 1 tbsp at a time. The dough
should be soft and slightly sticky. Knead until
smooth either by hand, food processor or mix
maxer. Place the dough in a large greased bowl.
Cover with a towel.

At this point before the first rising you take a
piece of challa and separate it for the bracha.

At this point if you are making the dough in
the evening and cannot continue you can place
the dough at this stage covered in a greased
bowl topped with plastic wrap completely and
then into a larger loose bag with room like a
grocery bag in fridge overnight. It will rise so
make room and it must be covered so the
dough does not dry out.

In the morning remove from the fridge let sit

for one hour and shape your challas and let rise
until double the size. If you continue after you
have knead your dough, let it rise for 1 hour and
not longer otherwise the dough becomes yeasty
tasting.

Divide the dough into 3 or 4 sections to make
braids. Roll out each section with your hands.
Roll the dough gently. Do this with 4 pieces of
dough until they are all about the same length.
Now braid using the 4 rolls. 

Leave to rise on a large baking pan lined with
parchment. Cover the challa loosely with plas-
tic. After 20 minutes of rising preheat oven 350.

Glaze the challa with a beaten egg and brush
carefully over the challa. Top with sprinkled
kosher salt, poppy seeds, sesame seeds.

Bake for 30 to 40 minutes.
* * *

WHOLE WHEAT CHALLA
2 envelopes dry yeast
3/4 cup honey
3 cups warm water
1 tbsp salt
1/4 cup oil
1/2 cup wheat germ
1/2 cup bran flour
2 cups spelt flour
2 cups rye flour
2 cups oat flour
2 cups whole wheat flour

Dissolve yeast in warm water and honey.
Proof yeast. Let sit 10 minutes.

In your mixer add all the ingredients. Knead
until dough is smooth and elastic.

Let rise 1 hour in a covered greased bowl for
one hour Shape into 3 loaves. Let rise 20 min-
utes. Glaze with egg and bake for 40 minute.

* * *
CHALLA SMALL SIZE CHALLA NETIVOT

COOKBOOK
2 1/2 tsp quick rise or 1 pkg regular yeast
3 cups and 2 tbsp flour
You can use 1 cup whole wheat flour in place
of 1 cup regular flour
1 tsp salt
1 cup very warm water
1/4 to 1/2 cup honey
1/4 cup oil
1 egg

1 egg yolk and 1 tbsp water
for egg wash
Poppy and/or sesame seeds
for garnish

Proof the regular yeast as in
the other recipes above. If
using fast acting yeast com-
bine it well with the flour and
salt. Add warm water, honey,
oil egg, and knead to make a
soft dough.

On a lightly floured surface
shape the challa. Place on a
greased baking sheet. Let rise
2 hours. 

Oven at 350. Brush with
egg wash and sprinkle seeds.
It can be placed in the fridge
overnight once it is shaped
but rising time should be 4
hours.

* * *
This is a huge favorite top-

ping in my home.
STREUSEL TOPPING

1/4 cup flour
1/4 cup margarine
1/4 cup sugar

Mix in processor until
crumbly about 8 sec. After
you egg wash your challa,
you sprinkle this on top.
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At Price Chopper
we carry a full line of
Frozen Kosher
Meat Products

including:
• Shefa Steaks
• Roasts
• Briskets
• Turkey
• Ground Beef
• Hot Dogs
• Sandwich Meats
• Chai Frozen Chicken

Store hours:
Monday - Friday 8 am - 10 pm

Saturday 7 am - 10 pm
Sunday 12 - 6 pm

Happy
Chanukah

sby5701stafford@sobeys.com

Francine’s challa recipes

By

FRANCINE TELLER



The Gray Academy prides itself on its
unique educational offering in
Winnipeg. And with the one-of-a-kind
Special Education Resource Program it
has in place for its 18 government-fund-
ed, levels 2 and 3 special needs stu-
dents, this school is continuing to create
the mould for Jewish education in
Winnipeg and in Canada.

“We open our school to all children
who we feel can be successful in our
program, and we are pleased to be one
of very few Canadian Jewish day schools
who include these students,” says Rory
Paul, head of school and CEO for Gray
Academy. “In our minds, students need-
ing educational aids, supports and assis-
tants, are entitled to educational pro-
gramming that is as similar to other stu-
dents as possible.

There was a time, however, when stu-
dents with autism and other special needs weren’t able to receive a
Jewish education. As the demand increased, so did the resources need-
ed, and in 2003-2004 Debra Nachtigall, a learning needs specialist,
came on board as the sole Special Education Resource Teacher (SERT) at
Gray Academy. 

“When I came to Gray Academy, the goal was inclusion,” says Ms
Nachtigall. “My job was to assist teachers with modifying and adapting
programs and identifying outcomes for our special needs students.”

In the past few years Gray Academy’s staff has learned many special-
ized teaching strategies; including Applied Behaviour Analysis. Thanks to
the skills they gained from using the teaching strategies, they have
become experts in teaching and including students within their classes. 

In order to learn more about specific special needs, Nachtigall worked
with the St. Amant Centre’s Applied Behavioural Analysis program. This
allowed her to hone her skills and better teach and assist others about the
special needs students at Gray Academy.

Ms Nachtigall’s job has grown and her responsibilities have become

greater. In an effort to continue to achieve a
high level of social, emotional, spiritual, and
academic success for its special needs stu-
dents, Gray Academy hired an additional half-
time SERT in 2011-2012 and many skilled
educational assistants (EAs). “We now have
1.5 SERTs and 18 full-time equivalent EAs. It’s
very satisfying,” Ms Nachtigall adds. “I feel the
students have thrived with the additional
resource staff. With more of us knowing the
students and working side-by-side with the
teachers, the students are better able to grow
to their full potential.”

But as professional resources grow, so does
the demand for them. So, Gray Academy
again expanded its program when it recently
created a Special Education Resource
Facilitator (SERF) position, and hired Alissa
Loader to take on its responsibilities.

“My job,” says Loader, “is to promote stu-
dent success. Because I devote my time to

developing the visual and graphic organizers used in the classrooms, the
teachers and SERTs can devote more of their time to interacting with the
students.”

So, the SERF position, an important one, allows SERTs to spend less
time creating appropriate material and more time taking action with the
teachers and discovering which alternative tools developed by the SERF,
work best for each student. Though the SERF’s responsibilities are new to
this year, the school has big goals and aspirations for what it will accom-
plish.

“Our SERF is creating tools and electronic aids for learning,” says Mr.
Paul. “These tools will eventually form a database or ‘library’ of resources
that will span a variety of needs in each subject and unit of study.”

Though this may seem like an overwhelming task, Gray Academy is
realistic about the time it will take and is maintaining focus on the impor-
tance of its outcome.

“Through the SERF’s work, we want to help educate a broader range of
students and not just those with funding,” says Mr. Paul. “We know our
team’s findings will be able to be used for many different students, with
many different learning needs.” 
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Gray Academy’s New SERF Role Provides Opportunities for All Students

DEB NACHTIGALL (far right) working with an edu-
cational assistant and student.
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
When sending in Obituaries or Yahrzeits, please
ensure they are either typewritten or legibly printed,
doublespaced. We will not guarantee publication
of material that comes in that we cannot read.

Happy Chanukah

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

DECEMBER 14

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit 9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
ARCHIE
BLANK

who passed away
December 1, 1999
23 Days in Kislev

In loving memory of
ELIZABETH

BLANK
who passed away

December 18, 2002
13 Days in Tevet

— Always in our hearts, greatly missed and forever loved by your
children and grandchildren.

8th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JOSEPH
BELLAN

who passed away
December 18, 2003
23 Days in Kislev

—Ever remembered by your
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, and friends.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
EDITH BLANK

who passed away
December 1, 2007
21 Days in Kislev

— Sadly missed by your
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
PAMELA

BUCHALTER
who passed away
December 2, 1993
19 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
mother and family.

18th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
HARRY DVERIS

who passed away
December 18, 1981
22 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your family.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SOPHIE FIEN

ESKOW
who passed away

December 12, 2006
21 Days in Kislev

— Lovingly remembered by
her children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SAUL GILMORE

who passed away
December 4, 2004

21 Days in Kislev, 5765
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your wife,
Bernice, children, grand-
children and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
BETTY GLESBY

who passed away
November 27, 2010
20 Days in Kislev

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by  your nieces
and nephews.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
CONNIE
LENOFF

who passed away
December 3, 2010
26 Days in Kislev

– Lovingly remembered and
forever in our hearts. Husband
Bob, children Marilyn (Ian)
and Barbara, grandchildren
Cary and Maya, Shannon  and
Michael and great-grand-
daughter Mena.

1st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAUL

HOCHMAN
who passed away

December 20, 2000
23 Days in Kislev

You are with us forever,
Dearly loved and forever
Missed day by day by
Your children, grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ABE LOVE
who passed away

November 30, 1977
20 Days in Kislev

— Lovingly remembered by
his wife, Gladys, and children
Myron (and Symma) and
Sharon.

In loving memory of
SHIRLEY
PACKER

who passed away
December 25th, 2009
9th Day in Tevet 5770

To us she was someone special,
Someone set apart,
Her memory will live forever,
Engraved within our hearts,
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
husband Arnold, children
Cheryl, Mindy (Brad), and
Martin (Michelle); grand-
children Dana (Brad), Lyle,
Jason Jonathan, Kira and
Justin.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MARK

SHENBACK
Who passed away

Dec 2, 2010
26 Kislev

—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Elaine,
son Brett (Meg), mother Ruth,
mother-in-law Gertie, sister
Pam, Family and Friends.

In Memoriam

1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
ABRAHAM
SHWEMER

who passed away
December 18, 2000
20 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Fela,
children, grandchildren,
sister, nieces, nephews and
family.

11th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MORRIS STEEL

who passed away
December 25, 1986
23 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

IZZY WEINSTEIN
who passed away
December 1, 1988
22 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and family.

Deadline for
the December

28 issue of
The Jewish

Post & News
is noon

Thursday,
December 22
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

DECEMBER 21

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
ANNE SWARTZ

who passed away
December 17, 2003

22 days in Kislev
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SAM WOLFMAN

who passed away
December 17, 2000

20 days in Kislev
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Jean,
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
sisters.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ZAHAVA BAUM

who passed away
December 10, 2004
27 Days in Kislev

Seven years have passed since
you left us and the pain of your
absence is always with us.
—Ever  remembered  and
never  forgotten by your loving
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MONTY BINDER

who passed away
December 3, 1972
27 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MOTEL CHOCH

who passed away
December 23, 2009

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ESTHER

GOODMAN
who passed away

December 27, 1998
— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your daughter
Roberta.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father, grandfather, and

great-grandfather
HYMIE GRUSKO

who passed away
December 26, 1970
26 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
MOE KLEIN

who passed away
December 22, 1992

28 days in Kislev
— Forever in our hearts and
sadly  missed by his wife
Bertha, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
AUDREY LEVY

who passed away
December 5, 2002
30 Days in Kislev

There will always be a heart-
ache and often a silent tear.
But always special memories
of the days you were here.
Remembering you is easy
we do it every day,
But missing you is the heartache
That will never go away.
— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
brother, family and friends.

4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
CLARA (CHAIKE)

LUNGEN
who passed away

December 10, 2007
1 Day in Tevet

You are always in our hearts.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MAX

MANISHEN
who passed away

December 19, 1990
2 Days in Teveth, 5751

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his sister, nieces and
nephews.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother
NINA PAISNER

who passed away
December 24, 1970
26 Days in Kislev

Many a lonely heartache
Often a silent tear
But always a beautiful memory
Of one we loved so dear.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her son Roy,
daughter-in-law Sheila,
granddaughters and great
greanddaughters.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SHEILA

ROITENBERG
who passed away

December 23, 2008
26 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband Shom,
children Evan, Janis and
Audra and grandchildren.

In loving memory of
SUSAN

ROSNER
who passed away

December 17, 1998
28 Days in Kislev

— Always remembered, loved
and honoured by her family.

13th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
In Memoriam

RUBEN
YOUSSIEM

who passed away
January 7, 1990
10 days in Tevet

ROSE
YOUSSIEM

who passed away
December 16, 1993

2 days in Tevet
— Forever remembered and sadly missed by your beloved children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father and zaida

HARRY
GARFIELD
who passed away

November 30, 1994
27 Days in Kislev

— Forever in our hearts and
always remembered by his wife,
children and grandchildren.

In loving memory of
NOAH

WITMAN
who passed away

December 23, 2000
26 Days in Kislev

Forever synonymous with the
Yiddish language in the hearts
and minds of the many
thousands of Winnipeggers
whose lives he touched.
— Ever remembered by your
family, friends and co-
workers.

11th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam



By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN
Years ago, in Eastern Europe, many Jewish families earned their bread as

farmers or by managing small inns in rural areas. Although these Jews were
generally quite pious, they lacked formal education and were often illiterate.
Many would engage a teacher for their children, so that their children would
at least know how to read Hebrew and learn the basics of Jewish life.

When a letter would arrive in those rural communities, it was a very spe-
cial occasion. The farmers could not read the Yiddish/Hebrew in which the
letter was written, especially since the Hebrew letters were written without
dotted vowels. And so the family and the neighbors would gather around the

Hebrew teacher who would read the letter
aloud.

It once happened that such a letter arrived.
When the teacher read the letter, the Jewish
farmer fainted. The letter contained tragic
news that the farmer’s father had died. So the
onlookers asked the reader of the letter,
“How is it that it is you did not faint? The
farmer fainted, though he only heard it from
you, while you who read the letter yourself
did not faint!” To this the teacher replied, “It
was his father, not mine.”

This story is an accurate description of
how different people view Jewish life and
our relationship with our ‚”Father” in heav-
en. Are we bystanders or participants? Are we ourselves part of the story of
Jewish life and history or are we only onlookers?

Chanukah is the only holiday that celebrates Jewish love of Mitzvot. Other
holidays celebrate the way Jews were saved from slavery (Passover) or from
annihilation (Purim) etc. Chanukah recalls how the Greek empire based in
Syria decreed the death penalty on Jews that would dare circumcise their
child, observe kosher or Shabbat or teach Torah to their children. Jews fought
valiantly and risked their lives because of their deep love for Torah and
Mitzvot.

The Jewish victory was highlighted by the rededication of the Temple and
the kindling of the Menorah. And we celebrate Chanukah by lighting the
Menorah.Who is meant to light a Menorah? Is it the children? Or is it the
adults? The answer is that the proper way to celebrate Chanukah is that each
and every member of the family lights their very own Menorah. No one is a
bystander; every Jew is an active participant!

The Talmud relates that there were two customs. Some lit a candle for
every member of their family, every night of Chanukah. A family of five
would light five candles every night of Chanukah. Others would add a can-
dle each night of Chanukah. The first night, they lit one candle and increased
the number every night until eight candles on the eighth night. In this way,
by looking at the Menorah, one can see which night of Chanukah it was.

The Rambam suggested combining both customs, thus a family of five
would light five, eight,  or 40 candles on the eighth night of Chanukah, eight
candles for each member of the family. Other scholars objected, because
there would be no way of recognizing which night of Chanukah it was by
looking at the candles (unless you knew how many people lived in the
home).The Code of Jewish Law rules that every member of a family should
light their own Menorah. The only exception is husband and wife who share
the same Menorah because they are considered as one person. In this way,
by looking at the Menorah, it will be evident which night of Chanukah it is.
Moreover, every person becomes an active participant and demonstrates the
love of Jewish life.So on this Chanukah, do the Mitzvah as it ought to be
done. Every Jew should light a candle of their very own!
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CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, Dec. 16. Candle lighting: 4:10. Mincha: 4:15. Schacharis: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 5:15.

Sunday morning service: 9:00. Weekday morning service: 8:00. Mincha/Maariv service for
the week of Dec. 18-22: 4:15. Chanukah - December 21-28.

Friday, Dec. 23. Candle lighting: 4:12. Mincha: 4:15. Schacharis: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 5:18.
Mincha/Maariv service for the week of Dec. 24-29: 4:15. Rosh Chodesh Tevet December 26,
27.

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional
Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CHEVRA MISHNAYES SYNAGOGUE
700 Jefferson Avenue
Saturday, December 17th - 9:00 a.m. - Kiddush following service.
Saturday, December 24th - 9:00 a.m. - Kiddush following service.
Saturday, December 24th – Chanukah Celebration 5:15 p.m. Havdallah service, 6:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, Dec. 16 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 4:20 p.m., candle lighting

4:10 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 17 - Vayeishev - morning service 9:00 a.m. Speaker Lori Binder. Afternoon

service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 5:24 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 18 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Dec. 19 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Tues. Dec. 20 -

morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Erev Chanukah Light 1st candle after
4:29 p.m. Wed. Dec. 21 - morning service 7:15 a.m. Evening service 5:30 p.m. Chanukah
Dinner 6:00 p.m. Chanukah Day 1 light 2nd candle after 4:30 p.m. Thurs. Dec. 22 - morn-
ing service 7:15 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Chanukah Day 2 light 3rd candle after 4:30
p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 23 - morning service 7:15 a.m., candle lighting 4:12 p.m. evening service 4:25
p.m., Chanukah Day 3 light 4th candle before 4:12 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 24 - Mikeitz - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.
Shabbat ends 5:27  p.m. Chanukah Day 4 light 5th candle after 5:27 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 25 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Chanukah Day 5 light 6th candle after 4:31
p.m. 

Monday, Dec. 26 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Chanukah Day 6
light 7th candle after 4:32 p.m Rosh Chodesh. Tues., Dec. 27 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Evening service 6:00 p.m. Chanukah Day 7 light 8th candle after 4:33 p.m. Rosh Chodesh.
Wed., Dec. 28 - morning service 7:15 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Chanukah Day 8.
Thurs., Dec. 29 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office. 
Friday, December 16. Morning Service 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service

5:30 PM; Prairie Ruach Service 6:30 PM; Candle Lighting 4:10 PM
Shabbat, December 17 - Parashat Vayeshev. Morning Service 9:00 AM; Family Service

10:30 PM; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 5:10 PM
Friday, December 23. Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 PM; Candle Lighting 4:12 PM
Shabbat, December 24 - Parashat Miketz Morning Service

9:00 AM; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 5:13 PM
Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 AM;

Sunday and Canadian Holidays 9:00 AM. Daily Evening
Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 PM; Friday Minyan
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 PM

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from

the same location at 297 Burrows, corner of
Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom
Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and
Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting for Friday,  December 16  no later than

4:10 p.m.  Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 4:10 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m.  Sedra of the Week

- Vayeishev. Mincha Service at 4:10 p.m. Shabbat ends at
5:15 p.m. 

Daily Mincha/Maariv Services at 4:15 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, December  23, no later

than 4:12 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 4:10 p.m.
Shabbat Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week

- Mikeitz.  Birchat Hachodesh. Shabbat Chanukah. Mincha
service- 4:10 p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:18 p.m.

Daily Mincha/ Maariv Services at 4:15 p.m.
Rosh Chodesh Tevet - Monday, Dec. 26/Tuesday, Dec. 27
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and every-

one is invited to attend.
TEMPLE SHALOM

Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation,
1077 Grant Avenue, will be holding: on • Fri Dec 16 at 7:30
PM - Shabbat Service lay led with music by Janet Pelletier
Goetze

• Fri Dec 23 at 6:15 PM - Chanukah Pot-luck (with Latke
made by the Temple Shalom Choir) A meat pot-luck-no
dairy. Please bring enough food for yourselves plus 5 others

• at 7:30 PM - Shabbat Service led by Ruth Livingston
with music by Janet Pelletier Goetze

• Fri Dec 30 at 6:15 PM - Kabbalat Shabbat Service lay
led by Elliot & Elaine Saunders with music by Sherman Lang
& Phil Spevack

In loving memory of
MORRIS
CANTOR
who passed away
December 7, 2007
28 days in Kislev

Our hearts still ache with
sadness
Silent tears still flow
What it means to lose you
No one will ever know
— Ever remembered and sadly
misssed by his wife, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

4th Yahrzeit For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through me and

receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss
925-7999

e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

Advertise  in
The Jewish Post & News

Call 694-3332
for information.

Miami Beach
2 bdr, 1500 sq ft condo,

2 blocks from Lincoln Rd.
in South Beach

Avail. Dec 26/11 to Jan. 2/12
Call 955-9961

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

A Candle of your own



students, but could be adapted for
older students. “We are looking
into introducing FAST to Oak park
School,” Lussier says. “We think it

might help our kids.” 

Further to the story, we wanted to explore further the question of social
networking and whether other Winnipeg Jewish students have had
encounters with anti-Semitism that go beyond simple name-calling.

Since this story was  first posted on our website on December 7, we
have obtained and are continuing to obtain  more information about the
alleged assailant in the Oak Park incident. It seems that the boy trans-
ferred into Oak Park this fall from another school. His Facebook page is
not private - he lists 778 friends on the page. Interestingly one of the
friends listed is described as having attended "Joseph
Wolinsky Collegiate". As has been noted, there has
been a large influx of Jewish families into Charleswood
in recent years. We spoke with a 16-year-old boy who
attended Charleswood Junior High and who told us
about an encounter he had with another boy. (The boy
asked that his name not be used in this article.)

According to this boy, during a discussion in Grade 9
class one day last year that centred around the
Holocaust, another boy, who was German, said to him:
“We put you people into the gas chambers.” In the Jewish boy’s account,
he confronted the German boy over lunch hour. The incident was brought
to the attention of the school principal, and the boy who made the remark
was suspended for a short period, although supposedly some sort of sen-
sitivity training for the boy who made the remark that was supposed to
have been ordered was never followed through upon; however, the prin-
cipal of Charleswood School says, in fact, that the boy who made the
remark did undergo a through amount of sensitivity training. Apparently
though, the Jewish boy had not been made aware of the extent to which
the other boy had been given that training.

The boy who told us about this incident claimed that Charleswood
Junior High is “one of the most racist schools there is”. Of course, a state-
ment like that has to be taken in context, but given the incident at Oak
Park, it comes as a shock to think of Charleswood – of all places – as a
source of anti-Semitism. A Free Press article dated December 6 also noted
that the boy who attacked the Jewish girl at Oak Park has received a fair
degree of support for his actions on Facebook from other students, includ-
ing such comments as "What you did should have been applauded."

All this led us to wonder: How much else of this kind of thing is occur-
ring on social networking sites?

We posed that question to several senior students at the Gray Academy.
While none of them said that they had come in for any particular form of
anti-Semitic ostracism on Facebook, they were all aware of the degree to
which sites such as Facebook can be used for just that purpose. When we
asked them whether they thought it might be worthwhile to receive some
advice in the school how to protect themselves against anti-Semitic style
attacks on Facebook, we were met with a collective shrug. One student
told us: “We get that from our peers.”

But we wanted to explore to what extent racist attitudes can be con-
trolled on social networking sites such as Facebook.

Here is a sampling of what we found:
Internet extremism growing in Germany
August 26, 2010

BERLIN (JTA) – Right-wing extremism on the Internet is increasing in
Germany, including hateful material in disguise, a watchdog group said.

The Jugendschutz organization released its annual report on youth pro-
tection, which was compiled together with the Central Agency for
Political Education and Online Advisors Against Right-Wing Extremism.

Stefan Glaser, a lead researcher for Jugendschutz told Die Welt news-
paper that, for example, songs from a CD with radically anti-Semitic lyrics
are among the YouTube offerings that may attract the unsuspecting. Glaser
described the CD marketed online as “Merkel’s Bedtime Stories for
Children aged 3-8,” and bearing the image of German Chancellor Angela
Merkel, which actually contains 21 songs with lyrics that deny the
Holocaust or call for the murder of blacks and Jews. Some of the songs
are on YouTube.

According to the study, the number of right-wing extremist contributions
from Germany to Internet platforms aimed at school children or music
fans – Facebook, YouTube, Twitter and other social networking tools – rose
from 750 in 2007 to about 6,000 today.

In an  article warning of the ease with which anti-Semitism can be
spread through social networking sites such as Facebook, one writer
noted that, “At their core, social networking sites provide a simple mech-
anism for connecting with friends and like minded people across the
Internet. Anti-Semitic propagandists and terror supporters however use
these sites as a dynamic tool for spreading their propaganda against Jews
and Israel. What should be particular cause for concern is that they are
targeting the teens and young adults that form the majority of members at
social networking sites such as Facebook.”

There are two lessons to be drawn from what happened at Oak Park:
The first is that the boy who allegedly assaulted the Jewish girl (and appar-

ently there was at least one other youth involved in the incident) must
have obtained his anti-Semitic attitudes from somewhere. Given the
amount of anti-Semitic material available on the internet, it hardly seems
a stretch to posit that he was imbued with his hateful attitudes by looking
at the kind of material that is readily available online. While Facebook
supposedly attempts to weed out racist and anti-Semitic material, there is
a freedom of speech issue, especially in the United States, that makes
Facebook’s (and other sites) task that much more difficult.

The second issue – and the one that is somewhat more troubling – is the
ease with which racist and other objectionable attitudes can be promul-
gated on social networking sites. In another website, "Yahoo Answers", the
boy (when he could only have been 13 years old) posted this question two
years ago: "Does anybody know any interesting facts about Adolf Hitler?" 

This is an entirely different world in which we are living. A young per-
son can be subjected to the worst form of social ostracism
– through such sites as Facebook – to the point of absolute
despair, at times leading to suicide.

While there has been much written and said about pro-
tecting our young people from the kind of attacks that
occur all the time on social networking sites, when some-
thing as dramatic as what happened in Charleswood is
reported in the news, as relatively complacent Jews here
in Winnipeg, we sit up and take notice, thinking to our-

selves: “Wow – in Charleswood yet!”
One friend said to us that, following reports of the incident in the news,

the chatter in the Rady Centre locker room among his friends was: “The
Jewish Federation ought to offer a bursary to the girl who was attacked so
that she can attend the Gray Academy.”

Now, while that might or might not be an appropriate position to take,
the larger question that I’m sure we’re all wondering about is: “Given that
the boy who allegedly assaulted the Jewish girl seems to have received
support from other students, is that atypical, or is that reflective of an atti-
tude that we would have hoped would have been a relic of the past, at
least in Winnipeg?”

With all the talk about “human rights”, one wonders what are the real
attitudes among not only young people, but Canadians in general,
toward acceptance of others.

This is a topic that we will be exploring in much more depth in future
issues of The Jewish Post & News.
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Anti-Semitic incident
Cont. from page 1.

…during a discussion in
Grade 9 class one day last

year that centred around the
Holocaust, another boy, who

was German, said to him:
“We put you people into the

gas chambers.” 



(A rewrite by Jill,
sung to the tune of
“Oy Chanukah”)

Oh Chanukah, Oh
Chanukah, a festival
of toil
We fry up the latkes,
we’re splattered
with oil.

Gather round the table in a holiday mood,
Gorge ourselves with goodies, we love that
greasy food

Spin dreidels, kiss maidels, 
Light the menorah, celebrate
So let’s get together, in our town’s frigid
weather
Let’s have another latke, pass the plate! 

‘“What about a
funny column this
week?”, editor/boss
Bernie Bellan sug-
gested. “I love your
funny columns!”

Buoyed by his
praise, I went home,
full of energy and
good intentions, sat
down in front of my
computer and stared
at the blank screen. I
had wanted to write
a “Flip Side” about
Chanukah, but
what’s funny about
this holiday?

Chanukah, the
Festival of Lights, is a
celebration of the
victory of the
Maccabees and the
rededication of the
Jerusalem Temple. It
also commemorates
the miracle of the oil
that burned for eight
days, a miracle
worth celebrating,
with prayer and fun,
but funny?

Then I thought
back to the olden
days, and distant
memories of my
childhood holiday
celebrations. My
brother’s Hebrew
night school had
given each student a
rather sad-looking,
yellow metal meno-
rah which we used
at home. Each night
we would light the
candles, say the bra-
chot, then dig into a
traditional oil-
soaked (yet yummy)
dinner of potato
latkes, garnished
with either apple-
sauce or sour cream,
brisket or maybe
chicken, and for
dessert - jelly donuts
topped with pow-
dered sugar. 

In our clan,
Chanukah was more

about the eats than the treats. Each night, my
brother and I would get a silver dollar, and on
the eighth night, a net bag filled with choco-
late gelt - a nice family celebration, but noth-
ing too funny, unless you consider that my
mother never cleaned the colorful melted
candle wax off the menorah. Maybe there
was method in her madness because by the
end of the holiday, our “Plain Jane”
Hanukyah had morphed into a work of art. 

Then there was the annual Alter Chanukah
extravaganza, held in rented rooms at The
Society of Friends (the Quakers) building in
Manhattan. The Alter Family (my mother’s
clan) was huge, 80 of us all tolled. Every year,
right after Chanukah, the aunts got together
to set a budget and assign tasks for next year’s
party. There were the cookers, the bakers and
the decoration makers, and of course, some-
one in charge of getting an age-appropriate
gift for each child.

The party itself was pandemonium! Older
cousins chased younger cousins through the
rooms, the teen-agers looked bored and
blasé, elderly great-aunts and uncles sat on
the sidelines, gossiping in Yiddish, while my
mother and her sisters toiled over the hot
stoves in the kitchen. The scent of fried food
wafted over all, as we kids excitedly opened
our presents. Usually, it was an inexpensive
game or toy, an orange, chocolate money and
a dreidel, but the excitement of getting gifts
was priceless.

By the end of the afternoon, the toy was
usually broken, the fruit and candy eaten and
the dreidel lost in between the seats, during
the car ride home. This was certainly a mem-
orable and fun way to celebrate the holiday,
and although I am sure there was a lot of
laughing at these fests, there’s nothing funny
about Chanukah.

Unless.... Do you think it’s funny that no
one seems to know the correct way to spell
this holiday? According to web site,
“Chanukah on the Net”, part of the reason for
this confusion is that there is no exact English
translation of the Hebrew word for
Chanukah.

There’s: Chanuka, Hanika, Chanukah,
Khanukkah, Channukah, Hanaka,
Hannukah, Hanek, Hanukkah, Hanuka.

Well, however you spell it, Happy Holiday,
from my family to yours!
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Happy Chanukah
from the

Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education &
Gray Academy Staff

President Laura Diamond
Vice President Tracy Kasner Greaves
Treasurer Sean Shore
Secretary Benjamin Hecht
Past President Marshall Stitz

Susan Billinkoff Evan Roitenberg
Rabbi Ari Ellis Lori Shenkarow
Viviana Goldenberg Diane Shindleman
David Gurvey Cheryl Smith
Marla Levene Brenda Tessler-Donen

Head of School/CEO Rory Paul

2011-2012 Board of Directors

The Board of Directors and Staff

of the Rose and Max Rady

Jewish Community Centre

wish you a

Happy  Chanukah

Suite B100 - 123 Doncaster Street

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3N 2B3

Eric Sawyer
PRESIDENT

Gayle Waxman
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

What’s funny about Chanukah?
ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES

Chanuka, Hanika, Chanukah,
Khanukkah, Channukah, Hanaka,

Hannukah, Hanek, Hanukkah,
Hanuka… however you spell it,

Happy Holiday, from my family to
yours!



In 2004 Salman moved to Winnipeg with his
family. 

As far as what it’s like to be a “Sephardic
Jew” living in Winnipeg was concerned,
Salman was somewhat dismissive of the notion
of being regarded as a “Sephardic Jew”.

“I’m not very dark,” he noted, which, he sug-
gested is the stereotype of Sephardic Jews. The
idea of being described as a “Sephardic Jew”,
he said, somehow implied that “we are an
exotic thing”, much to Salman’s chagrin.

For Daniel Ashrafi childhood in Teheran,
Iran, brings back bitter memories – but for rea-
sons that have nothing to do with being Jewish.

When Ashrafi was four, he told the audience,
his mother was pregnant with his soon-to-be-
born baby brother. As it turns out though,
Ashrafi’s father had been having an affair with
another woman.

After his brother was born, Ashrafi’s father
took both boys to live with him and the
woman. What happened next was so shocking
that when I heard Ashrafi describe the chain of
events, I couldn’t help myself as I exclaimed:
“Wow!”

This particular woman was so evil that she
actually poisoned the two young boys.
Ashrafi‘s brother died. Daniel Ashrafi himself
was perilously close himself to dying had it not
been for the heroic efforts of an Israeli doctor
who was flown into Teheran to save him. (This
was in the 1960’s – during the time of the
Shah’s reign, when relations between Iran and
Israel were excellent.)

Having survived that horrible ordeal, Ashrafi
went on to experience a fairly normal child-
hood in a comfortable Teheran neighbourhood.

“I didn’t go to a Jewish school,” he says, but
“we had kosher food and Shabbat.”

At the same time though, Ashrafi’s father, who
had been an adviser to the Minister of Health,
seemed to be involved in something murky
that, to this day, remains a mystery to Ashrafi.

“My father did something for Iranian
Intelligence,” he says, adding that “our house
was like a weapons depot.”

“When I finished high school I had to go into
the army,” Ashrafi continues. “I made it into the
Air Force, flew F16’s”, and eventually became
a trainer of pilots for the Iranian Air Force.

“Because we were not so religious, they did-
n’t know I was a Jew,” Ashrafi explains.

Following the Islamic Revolution in 1979,
however, things took a decided turn for the
worse for Ashrafi. “I was imprisoned and tor-
tured” by the Islamic regime, he says.

In 1988, Ashrafi and his wife Ruth (to whom
he had been introduced in a “shidduch”, he
says) managed to escape Iran for Holland,
where he trained as a psychologist.

In 2002 the Ashrafis made their way to Israel,

where they spent “two wonderful years”
(according to an article written by Martin Zeilig
about Ashrafi that appeared in our November
16 issue) and, in 2004 they emigrated to
Canada. (Again, in Martin’s article, he noted
that Dr. Ruth Ashrafi is now Director of Judaic
Studies at the Gray Academy.)

When he was asked what it feels like to be a
Sephardi Jew living among Ashkenazi Jews,
Ashrafi reiterated what both Mary Bennaroch
and Michael Salman had previously stated: “I
never had the feeling I’m a ‘Sephardi’ – I’m a
Jew!”

Considering that many in the audience had
undoubtedly been expecting to hear some sort
of exposition on the cultural differences
between Sephardic and Ashkenazi Jews, after
having heard three stories that downplayed the
notion of “the Sephardic experience”, it was
left to moderator Kinzey Posen to lighten the
mood by announcing: “It’s all about the food.”

To which, Dr. David Brodovsky intoned:
“Here we are at a Jewish event and nobody’s
discussed food.”

Mary Benarroch
responded: “If you
like spicy food, you
can come to my
house.” She then
added: “We like
couscous, lamb – we
use a lot of oil.”

Michael Salman
mentioned that Iraqi
dishes centre around
rice, adding that they
use a lot of “oil and
salt” – “all those
things that are really
good for you”, he
added sarcastically.

“We also use a lot
of spices, like India,”
he noted, “but dilut-
ed by ten” from what
they would use in
India.

“On Shabbat,” he
said, we like to have
“chicken stuffed with
rice and different
types of meat that are
put in the oven for 12
hours.”

As for Daniel
Ashrafi, he said sim-
ply that “everything
must taste fresh”.

At that point, the
panel discussion was
adjourned and the
audience was finally
able to sample the
many Sephardic
desserts that had

been sitting on a back table for hours – just
beckoning to the assembled multitudes. After
all, what kind of a Jewish event would it have
been without any food? Now, that’s what
Sephardim and Ashkenazim really have in
common.
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Donate to our Winnipeg Ambulance Fund, visit www.cmdai.org

With YOUR help – MDA continues to provide
uninterrupted emergency services to the people of Israel
ISRAEL CANNOT SURVIVE WITHOUT MAGEN DAVID ADOM
MAGEN DAVID ADOM CANNOT SURVIVE WITHOUT YOU

Chag Ha’Chanukah 
Let us pray for peace in our beloved Israel - Am Y'Israel Chai 

The Winnipeg Chapter wishes 
all our Donors, Families and

Friends a Warm and Festive 

David Matas, C.M., Chair
Email: dmatas@mts.net

Rebeca Kuropatwa 
Email: rebeca.kuropatwa@cmdai.org

Sephardic experience
Cont. from page 3.

One of the many delicious  available at the
“Sephardic Experience”. As Kinzey Posen
commented: “It’s all about the food.”

To our residents & friends in the community -

Chanukah Sameach
Happy Chanukah

May the light of Chanukah
bring peace and healing to us all.

-The board and staff of 
the Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre

1 Falcon Ridge Dr.   
Ph. 586-9781
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By REBECA KUROPATWA
When students get the opportu-

nity to speak with a ‘real life’ suc-
cessful business person they can
gain an entirely different experi-
ence than by attending a class lec-
ture. That is what spurred architec-
ture student Maxim Beren, to get
involved in the local Jewish
Business network (JBN).

JBN events are a key component
of JBN’s strategy in attracting and
inspiring top quality business stu-
dents, leaders, and professionals
towards greater Jewish involve-
ment and global leadership. Each
event involves networking, busi-
ness education, and Jewish values.

On the evening of Tues., Nov. 22,
at the JCC Berney Theatre foyer,
JBN hosted the student-focused
event, “3 Generations of
Successful Businessmen,” where family businessmen Larry Vickar, his
father, Norman, and son, Sam, shared their business success story,
along with Chabad’s Rabbi Yacov Simmonds, who focused on Jewish
business ethics. 

JBN local president Berent started up the Winnipeg chapter and
helped bring this event to life through his extensive business contacts.

The local group consists of about 30 students, most of whom are
studying business and are Jewish. 

The Vickar-Simmonds event was
the first one of this school year.
Berent said, “It was great because
we had three generations of the
Vickar family, and Rabbi Yacov
Simmonds gave us the Jewish per-
spective. Business students are
always interested in networking
opportunities.” 

Next semester, Berent is planning
an event that will feature Winnipeg
Mayor Sam Katz speaking about his
business life and being the mayor,
followed by a third event with guest
speaker Michael Bennaroch, the
new dean of the Asper School of
Business.

“When you have an actual busi-
ness person talk to you, it’s a whole
different experience than just sitting
in a classroom,” said Berent. “And,
from the Jewish perspective, in the

Talmud, it says the same thing. It says that in order to learn something,
you can’t just go to the classroom. You have to spend time with the
rabbi, go out of the school with the rabbi, eat, and drink with him to
learn anything lasting. This is exactly what the students get to do with
JBN. They get to meet with and learn from real business leaders in an
intimate setting.” 

Concerning the Nov. 22 event, Berent said, “The way Norman (now
94) operated the business was absolutely different than the way it’s
being operated today by Larry and Sam. We could really see the shift
in business. It’s a big and difficult responsibility, being in a family busi-
ness,” which Berent said he understands from personal experience,
working with his parents in their BerMax Furniture & Design business.

“Rabbi Simmonds spoke about tzedaka and what the Talmud says
about Jewish ethics in business,” said Berent. If you use Jewish ethics
in business, you can change the world. The rabbi goes to Larry’s house
every week and learns with him, so it was Larry who suggested that he
come to speak.”

Today, Larry Vickar is president of Vickar Community Chevrolet and
head of Vickar Automotive Group.

After taking a business administration course in the city, his uncle,
who had a car dealership, asked if Larry would be interested in work-
ing in his finance department. On Feb. 12, 1970, he began working
with his uncle in Winnipeg. 

“In ’71, my father was going to sell his business in Saskatchewan,
and he asked if I wanted to come back into the business,” said Larry.
“To his great satisfaction, I indicated ‘no’. Tova and I got married and
wanted to start a family, and we enjoyed living in Winnipeg. I espe-
cially liked the Jewish community here, finding that my family and I
could more easily adhere to Jewish observance in Winnipeg.

“My dad was the only Jewish provincial cabinet Minister of Industry
and Commerce in Saskatchewan (for two terms). After that, in ’83, he
and my mom (Florence) moved to Winnipeg and he is very involved
as a volunteer with the local Jewish and greater community.” 

Larry’s son, Sam (37), now works with him. He is the general man-
ager of Vickar Community Chevrolet and president of Waverly
Mitsubishi. Stephen (35), my other son, also works with him, as the

Jewish Business Network offers students real life business world know-how

RABBI SIMMONDS, LARRY and SAM VICKAR

TO OUR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS

Happy
Chanukah
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225-530 Kenaston Blvd.
Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3N 1Z4
T  204-947-0207  |   F  204-947-5449
winnipeg@jnf.ca   |   

225-530 Kenaston Blvd.
Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3N 1Z4

204-947-5449
manitoba.jnf.ca

Cont. on page 25. See “JBN”.


