
Report: Fire services are
Israel’s weak link

JERUSALEM (JTA) – The Fire and Rescue
Services organization is the weak link in
Israel’s emergency readiness, a report said. 

The report issued Wednesday by Israel’s State Comptroller Micha
Lindenstrauss said fire preparedness is the responsibility of the
Interior Ministry, and it called on the government to “immediately
stop the foot-dragging regarding the fire services, and the handing-
off of responsibility from one minister to another.” 

“The ministers who have any association with the issue – starting
with the Finance Minister and including the Defense Minister, who
is responsible for the National Emergency Authority – must join
together to immediately carry out the government’s decision to
establish a national fire and rescue authority and to organize the fire
services in a way that suits its purpose – something that should have
already been done.” 

The report was part of a larger one about the failures in homefront
readiness in light of the Second Lebanon War, but was released
Wednesday in the wake of the Carmel Forest fire that started Dec.
2 and was extinguished Dec. 5. Forty-two people died as a result of
the blaze, while 15,000 were evacuated from the area in northern
Israel and  more than 12,000 acres of land were burned. 

Using information from 2007 to 2009, the report noted that
Interior Minister Eli Yishai had warned the government regarding
the dire state of the Fire and Rescue Services, something Yishai has
been saying since fingers began pointing at him even before the fire
had been completely put out. 

A report in 2007 following the Second Lebanon War found
numerous deficiencies in the services’ readiness for emergencies,
including the fact that firefighters could be called up for regular mil-
itary reserve duty during a time of war, depleting the fire services’
already thin manpower. 

In May 2008, the government voted to establish a national fire
and rescue authority, but as of the release of the report Wednesday
it had not been implemented. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu proposed a
regional firefighting force in phone calls to world leaders. 

The Israeli leader spoke Tuesday “with Greek, Russian, Egyptian,
Jordanian, and Palestinian Authority leaders to propose the creation
of a regional firefighting force, which would be deployable region-
wide in response to fires and other natural disasters,” according to
a summary sheet provided by the U.S. Agency for International
Development, which is coordinating U.S. assistance to Israel in the
wake of the recent devastating forest fires in Israel’s North. 

The nations listed are among dozens that have sent assistance in
recent days. 

Netanyahu’s government has come under sharp criticism in the
Israeli media for being ill repared for the fires. 

For more on the fire and its aftermath, see “Response to fire illu-
minates challenges for Israel” on page 5.
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Former Winnipeg rabbi killed by fire

RABBI MALKA upon his return from Lebanon with his unit following
their service in the Lebanese War in 2006. According to someone
who befriended Rabbi Malka while he was here in Winnipeg, his
experiences during that war had a severe effect upon him.

By BERNIE BELLAN  
The news of the fire that struck the Carmel area of Israel on Thursday,

Dec. 2 and was not fully contained until Dec. 5 hit home in a most
cruel way for many Winnipeggers. Among those killed when the fire
overtook a bus that was carrying mostly prison guard cadets on their
way to insure the safety of Palestinian inmates in an Israeli prison was
Rabbi Uriel Malka.

A former principal at the Ohr HaTorah Day School, Rabbi Uriel
Malka was only 32 years old. He had been principal of the school for
only a short time, beginning in September, 2008, and had been work-
ing as a chaplain in the Israeli prison system.

Rabbi Malka was among the 41 Israelis, mostly prison guards, who
were caught by the rapidly escalating fire, which began apparently,
when two Druze teenage boys did not put out a campfire that they
had started.

Prior to arriving in Winnipeg, Rabbi Malka had spent two years in
Denver, where he had been the head of an orthodox school. Rabbi Ari
Ellis of Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun Synagogue in Winnipeg says that he
and Rabbi Malka had attended the same rabbinical training college in
Israel. Rabbi Ellis noted that, at the time that Rabbi Malka arrived in
Winnipeg, the Ohr HaTorah school had been largely reduced to a
nursery school, due to declining enrollment.

Apparently Rabbi Malka felt that his role here in Winnipeg was not
to his liking, because his decision to return to Israel in February, 2009
- during the middle of the school year, came as something of a sur-
prise, according to Rabbi Ellis. 

Before his posting to Denver, Rabbi Malka had served in a parachute
unit during the Lebanese War in the summer of 2006. He lost 12
friends from that unit during the war.

Rabbi Malka leaves to mourn his tragic loss his wife, Ortal, who also
served as a teacher at Ohr HaTorah, and five children.

And, just to
show how
i n t i m a t e l y
c o n n e c t e d
Winnipeggers
are with so
many Israelis,
we were also
informed that
one other per-
son who was
on the bus
had been a
driver for
some Win-
n i p e g g e r s
who  visited
Israel in 2008.

The bus that was carrying Rabbi Uriel Malka, among 40 others,
that was burnt out in the forest fire that broke out in the Carmel
Forest, northern Israel.
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  Aliyah Shlicha visits Winnipeg

More than 200 programs available for prospective olim

By BERNIE BELLAN
As much as Winnipeg’s Jewish community has

seen a marked increase in immigration to this city
from Israel in recent years, there are always many
Winnipeggers who are considering doing just the
opposite – moving to Israel.

There are a wide array of programs for anyone
contemplating emigrating to Israel – both short-term
and long-term. 

Recently the Jewish Agency’s Aliyah Shlicha (emis-
sary) for Canada paid a visit to Winnipeg. Anat
Uzzan is a veteran of the Jewish Agency and has
served in a number of different posts during her
career. Her current term as Shlicha constitutes a
return visit for Uzzan to Canada: Eight years ago she
served a term in Montreal – a city which she grew
to love, she notes.

In her current role, Uzzan’s job is to facilitate the
movement of anyone interested in going to Israel,
along with encouraging as many individuals as pos-
sible to undertake that move.

“Aliyah to Israel is like oxygen for the Jewish
state,” she says. 

While there hasn’t been as much publicity given to the notion of
people immigrating to Israel from Canada in recent years, the fact is
that the number of individuals doing that has remained steady over the
past few years.

In 2008, 419 Canadians emigrated to Israel, (according to figures
supplied by Uzzan in a follow-up e-mail to our interview). In 2009,
the figure was 443, while the number for Jan.-August for this year was
256.

For the U.S. the figures were 2791 for 2008, 3324 for 2009, and

2396 for Jan.-August, 2010. Interestingly, given that the American
Jewish population was approximately 6.5 million, while Canada’s was
364,000 (according to 2001 figures), the ratio of Canadian Jews to
American Jews making aliyah is far higher than the ratio of Canadian
Jews to American Jews. 

I asked Uzzan about retention rates among olim, i.e. how many
return to Canada after a period in Israel, but she said that the Israeli
government does not keep tabs on that particular statistic.

As far as who would make the best candidate for immigration, as
one might expect, Uzzan said that it’s “better to make the move when
you’re young.” 

Programs such as “Nefesh b’Nefesh”, however, do cater to families
contemplating a move to Israel, and Uzzan noted that the Jewish
Agency works hand in hand with “Nefesh b’Nefesh” and other pro-
grams designed to facilitate the immigration process.

“We try and find the right program for anyone thinking of moving to
Israel,” Uzzan said. In Winnipeg, for instance, Hart Jacob serves as the
liaison with the Canada Israel Experience program, which is designed
to help young people find a program that will fit someone’s goals.

Hart is able to inform young people about “Masa” – an umbrella
grouping of over 160 programs that are available to young people (on
the net at www.masaisrael.org/masa/english), Uzzan says.

This coming summer a brand new program, to be known as “Career
Israel” is about to be launched, she noted. This particular program will
target students and young professionals who might be interested in
working within an Israeli company for two to three months – some-
thing, Uzzan suggested, that would make a great addition to anyone’s
resumé.

To find out more about the Canada Israel Experience, contact Hart
Jacob at 204-480-6561 or hjacob1@jewishwinnipeg.org.

To contact Anat Uzzan, e-mail her at anatu@jafi.org.

ANAT
UZZAN

J e w i s h
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program for
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thinking of
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Israel.”
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By ALLAN LEVINE

Toronto university under fire for accepting thesis

TORONTO (JTA) – The University of
Toronto has come under fire for accept-
ing a master’s thesis that calls two
Holocaust education programs “racist.”

Written by Jenny Peto, a Jewish
activist with the Coalition Against Israeli
Apartheid, the thesis attacks the March
of Remembrance and Hope, through
which young adults of diverse back-
grounds travel with Holocaust sur-
vivors to sites of Nazi atrocities in
Poland, and March of the Living
Canada, part of an international pro-
gram that takes young Jews and sur-
vivors to Poland and Israel. 

Peto argues the programs cause Jews to believe they are innocent
victims. In reality, she writes, they are privileged white people who
“cannot see their own racism.”

The “construction of a victimized Jewish identity,” she argues, is
intentional; it produces “effects that are extremely beneficial to the
organized Jewish community” and to “apartheid” Israel. 

She further questions “the implications of white Jews taking it upon
themselves to educate people of color about genocide, racism and
intolerance.”

Irving Abella, a well-known Canadian historian and former presi-
dent of the Canadian Jewish Congress, told the Toronto Star that the
thesis is “not scholarship, it’s ideology. It’s totally ahistorical; I found
it full of untruths and distortions and held together by fatuous and very
flabby analysis. It borders on anti-Semitism.” 

Abella added, “I’m appalled that it would be acceptable to a major
university.”

Holocaust survivors involved in both programs also have
denounced the paper as hurtful.

In a letter to University of Toronto President David Naylor, retired
University of British Columbia sociology professor Werner Cohn said
the thesis “makes wild charges against [Peto’s] fellow Jews without a
shred of evidence,” the Canadian Jewish News reported. 

Peto, who was part of a group that tried to occupy Toronto’s Israeli
Consulate in 2009, said the controversy is a smear effort by “right-
wing, pro-Israel groups and individuals.” 

“This is not the first time I have been dragged through the mud by
pro-Israel groups,” she told the Star, “and I am sure it will not be that
last.”

JENNY PETO, a Jewish
activist who calls two
Holocaust programs
“racist”.
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By MYRON LOVE 
People are drawn to the different

visions of Judaism for different rea-
sons. Dr. Judith Huebner, for exam-
ple, grew up in the Reform move-
ment in her native New York. And the
University of Winnipeg Biology pro-
fessor - who has lived in Winnipeg
since 1973 - has remained active in
Reform as a member (and former
president) of Temple Shalom,
Winnipeg’s only Reform congrega-
tion.

Rabbi Ari Ellis, the spiritual leader
of the Orthodox south Winnipeg
Herzlia Adas-Yeshurun Synagogue,
began his spiritual journey in the
Conservative movement in Los
Angeles. He found though, while
attending the University of Judaism,
that most of his fellow students (in the
Conservative movement) didn’t share
his devotion to religious observance (such as
keeping Shabbat). He discovered that his reli-
gious practices were more in tune with the
Orthodox students on the campus. On gradu-
ation from the university, he went to yeshiva
in Israel for a number of years and became an
Orthodox rabbi. (He is in his third year at the
Herzlia.).

Rabbi Larry Lander, the spiritual leader of
Congregation Etz Chayim, grew up in a
Conservative home in Calgary. He decided
after university that he wanted to become a
rabbi. He trained at the Reform Movement’s
Hebrew Union College because he found the
atmosphere at the HUC more appealing than
at the Conservative Jewish Theological.

While he was in his fourth year however,
the Reform Movement voted to recognize the
children of Jewish fathers as Jews. That was
one bridge that Lander was unable to cross.
Thus, he is a Conservative rabbi today,
instead of a Reform rabbi.

On Tuesday, November 30, Lander, Ellis
and Huebner shared their Jewish paths and
discussed their co-religionists’ beliefs and
practices with an appreciative audience at
Congregation Etz Chayim in a panel discus-
sion entitled “Behind the Many Faces of

Judaism”, one of a series of programs that the
congregation’s education committee has
scheduled throughout the year.

Speaking first, Huebner described the histo-
ry of the Reform movement from its begin-
nings in early 19th century Germany – where
it was born as part of the Haskalah (the
enlightenment), its evolution and growth in
the New World (America), and some of the
highlights and schisms over the years.

The first synagogue was opened in 1819
and the prayer book in the vernacular
(German) was published in 1819, she noted.
While Reform in America upheld the prima-
cy of Maimonides’ 13 Articles of Faith,
Reform disclaimed the belief that the Torah
was written by God (Inspired by Him but not
written by Him) and in a messiah. Reform
also adopted the belief in the immortality of
the soul.

Huebner noted that by the end of the 19th

century, there were enough Reform rabbis in
North America to form the Conference of
Reform Rabbis which meet every few years to
examine the movement’s beliefs and make
adjustments as the rabbis see fit in changing
circumstances.

One area where there has been a 180-
degree-change in belief for members of the
Reform movement has been in the centrality
of Israel. Prior to the formation of the State of
Israel, Huebner pointed out, Reform would
have nothing to do with the ideal of a Jewish
homeland. 

“Reform viewed Jews as a religious com-
munity, not a nation,” she said.

In 1976, she said, the movement officially
changed its view and declared that Jews are a
people and a faith, and began promoting
aliyah.

While Reform is the largest Jewish denomi-
nation in the United States (with over 900
congregations and more than 1,000,000
adherents), the movement has had a great
deal of difficulty becoming established in
Israel because of the strong opposition of the
Haredim.

That is a problem that the Conservative
movement (Masorti) also faces – although
Rabbi Lander did report that there are cur-
rently 50 Masorti congregations in Israel with
about 50,000 devotees – half of them Sabras.
There are also two Masorti kibbutzim in
Israel.

In America, he noted, there are about 800
Conservative congregations with about
800,000 members. The Conservative move-
ment also operates the Solomon Schechter
School System, the United Synagogue Youth
movement and Camp Ramah day camps. 

Rabbi Lander noted that the
Conservative movement was found-
ed in the mid 1880s in reaction to
the “reforms” of the Reform move-
ment which some found to be too
extreme.

The Conservative movement, he
said, believes that Halachah is the
pre-eminent form of Jewish religious
expression, that Conservative rabbis
are empowered to adapt Halachah to
new situations, that Hebrew should
remain the language of synagogue
life and, in particular, the liturgy, that
Torah study provides both revelation
and inspiration, and that Judaism can
cope with modernity.

“It’s hard being in the middle
though,” he said. “The Conservative
movement underwent tremendous
growth in the 1950s and ‘60s and
built synagogues and schools to

accommodate the growing numbers of stu-
dents and worshippers. Now, our numbers
are declining.” One of the problems that
Rabbi Lander identified is that up until 10
years ago, most Conservative rabbis were
scholars, not community rabbis. They lacked
the tools to explain Conservative ideology to
the lay members. As a result, lay people have
been left confused.

He touched on the big issues that the
Conservative movement has debated - issues
such as mixed seating, egalitarianism and
acceptance of homosexual individuals. “We
base our decisions on Halachah,” he says.

Rabbi Ellis outlined the core beliefs of
Orthodoxy – the primacy of Torah and
Talmud (both of divine origin) which has
been passed down through the generations
(all the commandments are binding, he
noted), Jewish practice as prescribed in the
15th century Shulchan Orech (written by
Rabbi Joseph Caro), kashrut, family purity
and the keeping of Shabbat.

It’s not work per se that is forbidden on
Shabbat, he noted, but rather 39 categories of
creative activity (among them the use of elec-
tricity and cooking). 

Kashrut, he pointed out, is not about health,
but rather self-discipline. “Kashrut is time-
less,” he said.

As to the separate roles of men and women
in Orthodoxy, he noted that both are consid-
ered to have been created in God’s image and
that men and women share household oblig-
ations. And while women are exempt from
communal (synagogue-related) obligations,
they are still obligated to say the Shma.
Women are not allowed to lead services, read
from the Torah or have an aliyah.

“The focus on the synagogue as the centre
of Jewish life rather than the home is a result
of Christian influences,” Rabbi Ellis said.

The panellists were asked what their con-
gregations are doing to try to bring more
Winnipeggers into the synagogues. Rabbi
Ellis spoke about the need for more Jewish
education and making connections. Rabbi
Lander noted that he does a lot of outreach.

“My door is always open,” he said. “We try
to make our services stimulating and we
seem to be succeeding. Our attendance con-
tinues to grow.”

Judith Huebner talked about education and
the empowerment of Temple Shalom’s lay
leadership in the place of a permanent rabbi.
She also spoke about efforts to attract
younger people. 
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Short Takes
During the course of writing this column I

have often received feedback from readers in
a variety of forms. Sometimes it’s by way of an
e-mail, at other times it’s through a phone call
and, from time to time, it’s when I happen to
bump into someone inadvertently - most
often at the Rady Centre.

In the past week though, I’ve had more than
the usual reaction to two pieces that

appeared in our last issue. One, as I would
have expected, was to the article (and editorial) that I wrote about the
Sharon Home. The other - and this was more unexpected, had to do
with a piece I wrote about the notoriously anti-Israel British MP,
George Galloway.

Dealing with the Galloway item first: I knew that some readers might
take offense even at the suggestion that a Jewish newspaper would
deign to consider even reporting what someone like Galloway had to
say. I’ve gotten into the habit of reminding readers that they had bet-
ter get used to this newspaper being far more open to a wide variety
of views than they might otherwise expect to see in a typical North
American Jewish paper (but not, as I’m also prone to repeating - in
Israeli papers, which are used to the idea of fomenting dissent in a way
that many of us here in North America could only envy.)

But, when I was told by someone whose opinion I normally respect
that the fact that I had posted my Galloway piece on our website
(which gets a huge number of hits, by the way, averaging over 4,000
per month, according to statistics compiled by Google) was a matter
that was brought up at a recent meeting of the board of the Jewish
Federation here, I was more than a little upset.

I was told that it was considered objectionable that an advertisement
for the federation appeared directly above the Galloway piece.
According to this line of thinking, someone might think that the
Winnipeg Jewish Federation was somehow endorsing George
Galloway’s views.

Now, that’s what I’d call a stretch. I don’t know what the members
of the Federation board might have thought about what I would sug-
gest is an absurd linkage, but I do know that the Vancouver Jewish
Independent also ran a piece about Galloway (very similar to the
piece I wrote, I might add), and that directly beside their piece was an
ad for the Vancouver Jewish Federation.

Chevra, can we all just take a moment to reflect on what I’ve just
told you? Yes, someone else who describes herself as a journalist in
this town wrote a piece entitled “Why I didn’t go hear George
Galloway speak” (which was, no doubt, written in reaction to my
piece. Thanks for drawing attention to my piece.) 

I suppose that there’s a certain Orwellian mindset that descends on
even the most well-meaning and otherwise quite intelligent individu-

als when it comes to
deciding topics that
should be verboten in
a Jewish newspaper.
But, when it comes to
suggesting that per-
haps the Jewish
Federation might
want to rethink its
advertising policy
based on whether an
article that actually
slammed Galloway
for some things that
he had to say - well,
I’ll let you decide
whether that’s fair or
not.

I might note that,
generally, the admin-
istrators of Jewish
organizations in
Winnipeg have been
quite supportive of
this paper’s policy of
tolerating dissenting
voices. It’s certain
members of boards
and other affluent
members of our com-
munity who tend to
view this paper more
negatively. 

My answer to them:

That’s too bad. I want this
paper to be interesting - not
just a cheering section for
various interests. 

Speaking of willing to
take on interests - the arti-
cle that I wrote about prob-
lems at the Sharon Home
and my accompanying edi-
torial on the same subject
has led me to rethink my
position somewhat.

Yes, criticism of the way
that the home has been
operating is legitimate, but
even as I was publishing
my entries about the
Sharon Home in our Dec.
1 issue, I kept thinking:
How does the Sharon
Home compare with other
homes?

The answer, as I suggested last issue, is based almost entirely upon
anecdotal evidence. While the Province and the Winnipeg Regional
Health Authority keep careful tabs on all nursing homes in this city,
you can bet your life that hardly anyone outside of the agencies
responsible for monitoring nursing homes is ever going to see the
comparative ratings of homes. Governments are secretive and para-
noid at the best of times. Can you imagine the storms of protest that
would arise from within the nursing home industry if government
reports that gave an insight into how various homes compare with one
another for a wide variety of indicators were made available to the
public?

Thus, we are left to guess at what goes on in nursing homes and how
they stack up, one against another. After all, when it comes to as
important a decision as placing a loved one in a nursing home, politi-
cians and bureaucrats certainly don’t want the public to have the kind
of information that would help to inform that decision.

As a matter of fact, very often, the circumstances surrounding that
decision are hurried. A loved one suffers some calamity, is hospital-
ized and, before you know it, family members are forced to consider
putting someone near and dear to them into a home.

At that point, however, they are told that, if their loved one is eligi-
ble to be placed, they’ll have a choice of three homes in which to
place their loved one. Of course, if there’s time to wait until a final
decision is to be made, one can always wait for an opening in a par-
ticular home.

But, as I was told by more than one person since our last issue, the
Sharon Home is very near at the top of preferred destinations for
someone in need of a nursing home - and not just for Jews as, increas-
ingly non-Jews are asking to go into the home.

One of the questions that I had, however, and one which I asked
rhetorically in my article on the home is, if the care is so good at the
Sharon Home, why do so many of the residents there have personal
companions?

Surely, if the care there were as good as it should be, wouldn’t you
think that personal companions were not so necessary that there are
more than 200 of them at the Sharon Home, while other homes have
very few?

The answer to that question is complex. I was told, for instance, by
the head social worker at the Baycrest Home in Toronto (the largest
Jewish nursing home in that city) that there are over 425 private com-
panions there for the 475 residents.

Are Jews more compassionate toward their loved ones than other
groups then? According to everyone with whom I spoke - Jews and
non-Jews alike, the answer is “yes”. Do Jews complain more about
every little thing than other groups? Again, the answer is “yes”. 

Finally, do some of the personal companions working in the Sharon
Home approach family members with the suggestion that they’re
available to look after their loved one? The answer, again, is “yes”.

So, when I’m asked by some readers whether I’m going to write
more about the Sharon Home, my answer is: “If there’s news to report,
I’ll report it. Otherwise, I said my piece.”

One final note: I understand that many of the workers at the Sharon
Home were hurt by my suggestion that there ought to be more Jews
on the staff there. My intention was not to denigrate their capabilities
or their compassion in any way. It simply occurred to me that if, for
instance, there were employees who understood Yiddish on hand,
some residents might feel more comfortable. It’s probably not all that
practical a suggestion, though. 

This issue of “Jewish guilt”, however, which I referenced in the last
issue, is one that deserves further exploration. Stay tuned. 
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By ABRAHAM H. FOXMAN
NEW YORK (JTA) – One of the reactions of Israelis

to the fact that their government called on the inter-
national community for assistance to combat the
Carmel Forest fire is a sense of shame. After all,
Israel is a leader in the high-tech world and an inno-
vator in dealing with crisis situations. Now Israel
had to admit that it wasn’t capable of dealing with

the blaze alone.
More than that, for some in Israel there is a reluctance to admit that

Israel is not isolated, that not everyone is against Israel. The willing-
ness of nations and peoples to rush to Israel’s side, including the Turks
and the Palestinians, challenged this assumption.

I remember when Yitzhak Rabin took over as prime minister in 1992,
his inaugural address to the Knesset took a different tack than the
norm. He spoke to the idea that Israelis need to get beyond the way of
thinking that assumed that everyone was against them. He argued that
this was neither accurate nor productive, as it led to distorted policies.

Rabin in some quarters was hailed for his comments; in others he
was condemned.

Which brings us to our own times: Where do things stand and how
does the response to the fire illuminate matters?

I would argue that there are two parallel tracks, both of which need
to be understood, taken seriously and factored in to policymaking.

On the one hand is the dangerous process of delegitimization cam-

paigns against Israel. These campaigns are picking up momentum
around the world. Boycotts of Israel by trade unions, universities and
entertainers seem to pop up almost on a daily basis. Israeli officials
refrain from visiting certain countries lest they be arrested on war
criminal charges. The U.N.’s Goldstone Report questions Israel’s right
to self-defense.

Israel is compared to the South African apartheid regime or to the
Nazis. Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad can openly call for
Israel’s disappearance without any repercussions. And the U.N.
Human Rights Council in Geneva focuses most of its attention and
resolutions on condemning alleged Israeli violations of human rights.

In other words, there are grounds for concluding that the world has
turned against Israel in ways that even suggest a heavy dose of anti-
Semitism within it. It is no longer the individual Jew who is the target
of anti-Semitism, some argue, but the collective Jew through the
assault on the Jewish state. And it is argued, with some reason, that it
is not particular Israeli policies but Israel’s very existence that is the
problem for many of its critics.

The picture, however, is more complicated, and the response of
many nations to Israel’s plea for help this week is the tip of the ice-
berg. It is obvious that not only does Israel have a special relationship
with the United States, but it has excellent bilateral relations with
states throughout the globe, including some that routinely vote against
Israel at the United Nations.

Moreover, even in the Arab world things are not simple. 
It is true that what we all want, an acceptance by Arab leaders of the

legitimacy of the Jewish state in the Middle East, has not been
achieved. Having said that, on practical grounds there has been
progress over the years in the acceptance of the reality that Israel is
here to stay. Indeed, that notion is so strong in the Arab world that
Ahmadinejad feels it necessary to harp on the idea that Israel will dis-
appear in an effort to get the Arabs to turn back the clock to a time
when they not only rejected Israel’s legitimacy but envisioned ways to
achieve Israel’s demise. 

Arab acceptance of the reality of Israel is not insignificant because it
then forces an answer to the question of how one deals with an enti-
ty that’s here to stay. Anwar Sadat’s answer after the Yom Kippur war
was to make peace. 

We see these changes as well in the WikiLeaks documents: Arab
leaders such as the king of Saudi Arabia and the crown prince of
Bahrain focusing on the Iranian threat and understanding the common
interest that Israel and the moderate Arabs have in containing Iran. 

And now comes the Carmel Forest fire. The fact that both Turkey and
the Palestinian Authority provided assistance to Israel is not insignifi-
cant. It obviously does not negate the problematic aspects of Turkish
and Palestinian policies toward Israel. But it should alert Israeli lead-
ers to openings, to shades of gray, to possibilities that things don’t
always have to remain the same, to the idea that resentment can also
be overcome. 

The great challenge for supporters of Israel in the period ahead is not
to lose sight of either of the two tracks. There are immense dangers to
Israel up ahead, as reflected in
the delegitimization efforts, and
we must do our all to combat
them. But there are opportunities
as well, and the mark of leader-
ship is to explore them and seed
them while never ignoring the
landmines that lie beside them. 

(Abraham H. Foxman is the
national director of the Anti-
Defamation League. His latest
book is “Jews and Money: The
Story of a Stereotype,” Palgrave
Macmillan, November 2010). 
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What’s Happening with the Holocaust Gallery in
the New Canadian Museum for Human Rights

In response to your article of November 17, 2010, it is important to
note that the Holocaust Gallery in the Canadian Museum for Human
Rights is still very much a work in progress as was noted by Angela
Cassie. The Museum has articulated very clearly that the Holocaust
Gallery will play a key and central role in the human rights narrative
of the 20th century.

The Museum is a Crown Corporation and a national museum
through an act of parliament that received Royal Assent. This fact is
very meaningful as it will lend enormous credibility to all of the muse-
um’s programming and galleries including the Holocaust Gallery. The
Government of Canada’s operation of the museum will all but guar-
antee it has a broad national and international outreach.

In any discussions about the Holocaust Gallery, I think the impor-
tance of it being contained within Canada’s fifth national museum
cannot be understated. The fact that the Holocaust Gallery will be a
part of an overall museum of human rights and not an independent
facility is very powerful. It will place the Holocaust in its proper con-
text as one of the most significant events in human history and under-
score the importance it played, and continues to play, in the birth and
development of the modern human rights movement.

When my father created this vision for the Museum, he was moti-
vated by the desire for the history of the Holocaust to be part of and
central to this national Museum. I am pleased to say that this is indeed
the case today. My father never intended for this Museum to be strict-
ly a Holocaust museum as evidenced by his Federal Government pro-
posal of 2001. It is in our opinion, irrelevant to go by the size of the
gallery space in what was a conceptual design. When initially
designed it was at 12,000 sq. ft. of a 65,000 sq. ft. permanent gallery
space. The permanent gallery space has since been reduced by
20,000 sq. ft. because of design and cost considerations.

As a member of the Board of Directors of the CMHR and the
National Campaign Chair of the Friends of CMHR, I would like to
assure donors that I will continue to work with the Museum board and
its CEO Mr. Stuart Murray, to ensure that the Museum effectively
achieves all its goals.

Over the life of the Museum, the origin, facts and implications of the
Holocaust and other events related to human rights will be presented
to tens of millions of people who hopefully will be transformed by
what they experience. Our objective is to create a museum that
explores human rights, enhances the understanding of human rights,
promotes respect for others and encourages reflection and dialogue.
After visiting the Museum, we hope people will take personal respon-
sibility for the advancement of human rights here and around the
world. If this happens, then we, all of us, will have been successful,
regardless of the square footage of any particular gallery in the
Museum.

Gail Asper, President
The Asper Foundation

LETTERS

Response to fire illuminates challenges for Israel

It is obvious that not only does Israel have a special rela-
tionship with the United States, but it has excellent bilat-
eral relations with states throughout the globe, including
some that routinely vote against Israel at the United
Nations.

Moreover, even in the Arab world things are not simple. 
It is true that what we all want, an acceptance by Arab

leaders of the legitimacy of the Jewish state in the Middle
East, has not been achieved. Having said that, on practical
grounds there has been progress over the years in the
acceptance of the reality that Israel is here to stay.

Omission in article
In Chana Thau’s article on

Lloyd Friedman in our last
issue, she neglected to men-
tion the source of the funding
for the project. 

This oral history project has
been funded by grants from the
Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba and the Manitoba
Heritage Grants Program.
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Social Notes

BIRTH  ANNOUNCEMENT

Samantha Lapedus and Cal Reich are thrilled to
announce the birth of ROWAN LEV REICH on
Friday, November 5, 2010. Rowan is the second
son for the Lapedus-Reich family, and older brother
Asher is intrigued by the new arrival!

Rowan Lev is a new grandson for Fay & Max
Reich, Laura and Mitch Pasternac of Toronto, and
Martin Lapedus and Lyetta Glickman of Toronto.

Cantor Gerry Daien still carrying on 
after 50 years as a chazzan 

After 50 years as a
chazzan, Cantor
Gerry Daien remains
grateful that he is able
to still lead services
and teach bar and bat
mitzvahs their
haftorahs.

“I have former stu-
dents all over the

world who still keep in touch with me,” he
says.

Gerry Daien began davening and singing
when he was nine years old. His father, he
says, was a major influence in his decision to
be a chazzan.

“My father would have been a terrific chaz-
zan,” Daien says. “But, as the oldest of seven
brothers and sisters, he had to go to work
early in life to help support the family. Still,
he was steeped in the nusach. He and my
mother encouraged me. Dad gave me time
off when I needed it from our family electri-
cal business. And he often gave me the
newest cantorial records. I still use his
nusachs when I daven.”

Daien was always singing in choirs in his
youth. The famed Cantor Benjamin
Brownstone, he says, was another early influ-
ence in his cantorial career. 

“I had offers to go elsewhere in North
America,” he recalls. “I once asked Cantor
Brownstone if I should take an offer in
Florida. His advice was that it is better to stay
in one place, build your reputation and use
your ability in the community. It may not pay
the best, but a good name is more important.”

While Daien sang in the Brownstone choir,
it was the late teacher and cantor Jack
Silverberg who first encouraged him to
become a cantorial soloist at Yom Tov. He
began his professional career as a cantor at
the Herzlia. After 18 years leading services at
the Herzlia, he moved on to the Talmud Torah
for a year, and then the Chevra Mishnayes on
Jefferson, where he has remained until the
present day.

His second (or third) career as a Jewish edu-
cator came about in 1975 when Dr.
Himelstein, the principal at the Talmud Torah
at the time, asked the cantor to teach syna-
gogue skills in the school. “I particularly
loved organizing the Shabbatons,” he recalls.
“We would have 13 Shabbatons a year,
which the high school students would lead at
different synagogues. We even used to have
three women’s Shabbat services a year with
the men on the other side of the mechitzah.”

Although retired from the Gray Academy
for two years, he continues to have some
contact with the students through tours of the
Chevra Mishnayes that he conducts for the
Grade 2 Shore Early Years classes. 

Daien praises his wife, Peril, for her unwa-
vering support and encouragement through
the years. They actually met as teenagers
through Brownstone’s choir.

Gerry Daien says that he is probably one of
the last of that generation of chazanim
schooled in the old European style of daven-
ing. “People don’t appreciate the old way of
davening,” he says. “The voice today is con-
sidered more important than the knowledge.”

* * *
For Justin Jarod Lewis, story-telling has

always been a part of his life. Thus, it was
with great honour that the University of
Manitoba Judaic Studies Professor recently
accepted the official designation of “maggid”
by none other than Yitzhak Buxbaum. 

Yitzhak Buxbaum is a “maggid” – or spiri-
tual story teller in the Jewish tradition – who
was a disciple of the late great maggid, Rabbi
Shlomo Carlebach. Buxbaum, who is the
author of several books on Hasidic spirituali-
ty and stories including the classic Jewish
Spiritual Practices and The Light and Fire of
the Baal Shem Tov, was one of the out-of-
town participants in Nahmanifest, a program
that Lewis helped organize in October in
honour of the 200th yahrzeit of the revered
hasidic sage, Reb Nahman of Bratzlav. It was
at Nahmanifest that Buxbaum officially rec-
ognized Lewis, as a maggid.

Lewis reports that there was a good turnout
for Nahmanifest (October 13-18) and every-
one seemed to enjoy the teaching, singing
and story-telling.

Lewis was introduced to story-telling by his
parents. He also recalls reading a lot of sto-
ries when he was young.

While living in Toronto in his 20s, he dis-
covered the 1001 Nights storytelling group
and began regularly attending the weekly
sessions. “It was wonderful,” he says. “There
were some great story-tellers there. I became
aware of story-telling as an art. That was

GERRY DAIEN: “I have former students all
over the world who still keep in touch with
me.”

JUSTIN LEWIS: “It is a great honour as well
as a responsibility to be designated a mag-
gid. I have an obligation to pass on the spir-
itual stories that are part of our Jewish tra-
dition.”

Cont. on page 7. See “Myron Love”.

OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE



A decade ago the
former editor of this
journal gave my
debut novel,
Christmas Eve Can
Kill You, an extreme-
ly gratifying review.
Unfortunately the
late Matt Bellan’s

words did not go to the ear of the Almighty
but were written on the wind. After a short
burst of enthusiasm from local book buyers
my “hilarious, readable mur-
der mystery” fell off the radar
and I couldn’t give it away. (I
tried handing out copies at
the Polo Park Mall, in a Santa
hat and beard, and a security
guard stopped me.) But you
can’t keep a good thriller
down, right?

Someone said the definition
of insanity is to keep doing
the same thing and expect a
different result. Well, I haven’t
done exactly the same thing –
the new edition of Christmas
Eve Can Kill You, published
by Outskirts Press, has a nicer
cover, no typos and is POD
(Print On Demand). If sales
fall short of expectations (and prayers) I won’t
end up with a truckload of copies sitting in
my garage. 

Still, according to my marketing guru, even
attractive books don’t sell themselves – I have
to create a “buzz”. So I surfed up the
Amazon, in search of buzzers, and found the
following invitation at the bottom of my
book’s web page: “Mystery Readers Café:
Come On In And Join The Conversation!” So
I did. 

And had the welcome mat pulled out from
under me. 

When a stranger arrives in a community
that worships the ground Stieg Larsson no
longer walks on he should tread softly – and
carry an olive branch. Ferdinand bulled his
way in bearing a crown of thorns and plant-
ed it on Larsson’s headstone. He also hit the

“insert product link” too often to suit his fel-
low mystery lovers, one of whom – after
downloading a free “sample” to her kindle –
posted a one star customer review (“only
because there isn’t a no star option”) to offset
the five glowing reviews posted by “the
author’s friends and relatives”. Next day
“Mystery Girl” apparently had an attack of
conscience. Perhaps Amazon deleted the
libellous review but we will give her the ben-
efit of the doubt.

Which is more than her cyber friends were
prepared to give yours truly.
They had no excuse to push
the “report abuse” button –
my messages weren’t abu-
sive just “abrasive” – so they
hit the “ignore this cus-
tomer” icon. I tried to play
nice – fulsomely praising
mediocre mysteries written
by other Café patrons – but it
was too little too late. The
Chef asked me to email her
and when I did, informed me
that she’d been inundated by
emails urging her to “get this
%$^# guy out of here!”

So I took the hint. 
And pulled another trick

out of my marketing guru’s
bag. 

The next column will give you a glimpse of
The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo critique that
got the writer banished from The Mystery
Readers Café –
unless some right-
eous reader gets him
tossed out of the
Kosher Kitchen for
“shameless self-pro-
motion”.

William Marantz’s
Wi n n i p e g - b a s e d
mystery novel,
Christmas Eve Can
Kill You, can be
found at
Amazon.com and
local bookstores.
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where I met Jane (Enkin), my wife – and
where I was first exposed to the tales of Reb
Nahman and the other Hasidic masters.”

Hasidic stories formed the basis of Lewis’
Ph.D. thesis (at the University of Toronto) and his book, “Imaging
Holiness”, which he launched last year at the Jewish Book Fair.

“While I was still in Toronto,” he says, “I took up story-telling as a
free lance profession. I worked in the schools and participated in
story-telling festivals in Toronto, New York and elsewhere.

“Most of the stories I tell are based on written sources that are
derived from oral sources,” Lewis explains. “I read the texts and try to
imagine my way into the story. I try to discern the meaning and how
I may be able to make the story more accessible in my telling of it in
my own words. I try to bring out the story’s implications.”

He says that he particularly loves the Reb Nahman stories because
“they are incredibly deep and, rather than get across one specific
moral, are so full of different meanings.

“It is a great honour as well as a responsibility to be designated a
maggid,” Lewis says. “I have an obligation to pass on the spiritual sto-
ries that are part of our Jewish tradition.”

For readers who may be interested in hearing Justin Lewis relate the
stories of Reb Nahman, the Maggid of Winnipeg will be co-hosting
with his wife, Jane Enkin, a monthly Saturday evening program at
Shaarey Zedek beginning at 6:30 p.m. The program will include a light
supper, Torah teaching, storytelling and singing with a strong emphasis
on joyfulness. During the winter this will be a “melave-malke”, begin-
ning with Havdalah; at times of year when the days are longer, it will
be a shalosh-seudos, extending Shabbat into the evening and ending
with Havdalah. Starting time stays at 6:30 regardless. 

Myron Love
(Cont. from page 6.)

Up the Amazon Without a Paddle

By

BILL MARANTZ
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Ed. note: When I saw this story about Howard Tennenhouse in the
Canadian Jewish News, I contacted Tennenhouse in Israel to ask him
what he thought of the story. He said that there were some inaccura-
cies in it, as well as some additional points that Paul Lungen might
have added. Thus, the story that follows is not quite the same as the
one that appeared in the print edition of the CJN (also on their web-
site). The parts that I have added in to the story appear in italics.

Interestingly, Tennenhouse noted that he ran into  Lungen recently in
the CJN office, when he had gone there to place an ad for his newly
established Israel real estate company, “Habitat”. Paul and Howard
had been classmates together in law school at the University of
Manitoba in the late 70’s and, while Lungen went on to become a full-
time journalist after having articled with the late Abe Yanofsky,
Tennenhouse has had a very successful career as a lawyer in
Winnipeg.

By PAUL LUNGEN (Canadian Jewish News)
Winnipeg lawyer Howard Tennenhouse has been travelling to and

from Israel for 31 years now, visiting relatives, seeing the sights and,
more recently, dabbling in the real estate market.

Actually, it’s a little more than dabbling as the 54-year-old attorney
has compiled an impressive roster of properties he has bought and
sold across the country. He’s even contemplating turning it into a sec-
ond career.

He recently sold one of the first units he acquired, a small apartment
in Zichron Yaacov, just south of Haifa, for 425,000 shekels (US
$116,000). In 2005, he paid $70,000 (all figures US) for it.

Zichron Yaacov is a small community of some 17,000 inhabitants
nestled on the Mediterranean coast between Netanya and Haifa,
Tennenhouse says. It has become quite an upscale city, he notes - one
where he hopes to end up living full time at some point in the future.
I asked Tennenhouse whether his wife, Susan is onside with those
plans. He laughed and said she was.

Tennenhouse also noted that he has been spending increasingly fre-
quent amounts ot time in Israel. His most recent trip there (which will
keep him there well into December, he says) is
his third already this year.

“I was here for two weeks at the beginning
of the year,” Tennenhouse explains. “We spent
seven weeks here in the summer,” he adds.

His first purchase, also in Zichron Yaacov,
was his “dream home,” a 120-square-metre
“penthouse” with a view of the southern end
of the Carmel Mountain range. He recently
sold that one as well, and in the period from
his first purchase to today, he’s bought  - and
sold - seven or eight other Zichron properties,
four more in Ashdod and a couple of proper-
ties in Eilat. He’s also developing a “villa” (a
semi-detached unit) in Ashkelon, a “tzimmer”
(an upscale bed and breakfast) and a restau-
rant in Zichron Yaacov and a property in Atlit. Tennenhouse also owns
a property in Binyamina, he notes. 

One of his big projects is developing condominiums on a small
irregularly shaped plot of land near the Old Port in Jaffa, Israel’s hottest
market, that cost him $1.2 million. 

Tennenhouse’s experience acquiring property in Jaffa is particularly
interesting. He says that Jaffa is, for all intents and purposes, owned by
two very powerful Arab families. The property that he bought was right
near the port. It had been recently acquired by the head of one of
those families who, Tennenhouse says, “gets a lot of land by putting
‘pressure’ on people to sell.”

“He’s Mafia”, is how Tennenhouse put it. (I asked him whether he
wasn’t worried that his depiction of this fellow might not get back to
the guy. Tennenhouse said that he didn’t think it was likely that an
Arab ganster in Jaffa was going to read The Jewish Post & News. Okay,
Howard, I’m going to post this story on our website. We have hun-
dreds of readers in Israel. Don’t say you haven’t been warned.)

“The property I bought had been owned by drug addicts or people
with mental problems,” he notes - “and they didn’t want to leave.”
Squatters in Jaffa, however, have rights “by virtue of British law”, he
adds.

“So I had to hire security” to make sure the “squatters” didn’t try
and stay in his newly purchased property. The “security”, he says,
“were gangsters.” 

I asked Tennenhouse how other Arabs feel about this rich and pow-
erful Jaffa fellow selling properties to Jews. “He’s careful about selling
to Jews,”  he says, but there’s tremendous demand for property in
Jaffa.

In Winnipeg, he owns a 2,200-square-foot bungalow - that’s it. (Oh

come on, Paul - let’s not make it seem that a house on Hopwood in
Tuxedo is a modest little bungalow.)

It took a while, but the real estate bug has bitten Tennenhouse in a
big way. When he retires  from practicing law in three years, he plans
on moving to Israel permanently (Apparently this line really took a lot
of Tennenhouse’s family by surprise, because it wasn’t accurate, he
says.) spending quite a bit more time in Israel and relying on real
estate to keep him busy and provide an income.

So far, he’s made quite a success of it. The real estate market in Israel
has been booming since he got involved six
years ago, Tennenhouse said.

When he first got into the market, he wasn’t
looking at making it a business. An ardent
Zionist, he had dreamed of moving to the
Holy Land and viewed Zichron Yaacov as the
ideal retirement venue - it was close to rela-
tives who lived in Kibbutz Ma’anit, was along-
side Highway 6 and the north/south train line.
After doing his due diligence, he travelled to
Israel and purchased his first property with that
in mind.

Later, to raise capital, he invited  two part-
ners - Jewish guys he knew in Winnipeg - to
put their money into Zichron real estate.
Eventually, he bought out his partners. On one

of his trips to Israel, on the night before he was to fly home to
Winnipeg, he came across an ad by a real estate agent in Ashdod. He
called him and the two developed a rapport. On a subsequent trip,
Tennenhouse purchased his first Ashdod property for $92,000, “just to
test the waters.” Today, it’s worth $170,000, he said. He acquired a
2,200-square-foot penthouse for $275,000 four years ago. It’s worth
more than $500,000 today. Another of his properties earns $1,500 a
month in rent from a cellular tower on top.

“Ashdod is red hot,” Tennenhouse said. “It’s developing as a city. It
has a great beach, they’re developing the infrastructure, Russian and
Ethiopian immigrants are moving there and they need homes.”

But isn’t Ashdod close to Gaza, he’s asked.
“What isn’t close to Gaza?” Tennenhouse replied. “If it’s not close to

Gaza, then it’s close to Lebanon. If it’s not close to Lebanon, its next
to the West Bank.”

Ashkelon, even closer to Gaza, is likewise developing a strong real
estate market, he said. He’s building a semi-detached “flat” there, in
effect riding the coattails of his real estate agent and friend, Roni
Sharon, whose family is in the development business and is con-
structing the units.

In Israel, personal relationships are vital, Tennenhouse said. Not
only do you have to know the market, you have to know the right peo-
ple who, in turn, know other right people, are able to navigate the
bureaucracy, and obtain all necessary permits and financing.

After having a bad experience with one of the big-name Israeli finan-
cial institutions, his lawyer connected him to the Bank of Jerusalem,
which provided the funding for his forays into the market. In Israel,

Winnipeg lawyer invests in Israeli real estate

Profile

Cont. on page 9. See “Howard Tennenhouse”.

HOWARD TENNENHOUSE outside a property he purchased in Jaffa:
“In Israel, personal relationships are vital. Not only do you have to
know the market, you have to know the right people who, in turn,
know other right people, are able to navigate the bureaucracy, and
obtain all necessary permits and financing.”

“The property I bought had been
owned by drug addicts or people
with mental problems, and they

didn’t want to leave.” Squatters in
Jaffa, however, have rights “by

virtue of British law”.
“So I had to hire security” to

make sure the “squatters” didn’t
try and stay in his newly pur-
chased property. The “security

were gangsters.” 



Wednesday, December 15, 2010, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   9

Community news

162 Cumberland Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3N5

416.966.1100
1.800.494.0389

www.romspen.com

I feel fortunate to follow in my father’s footsteps.

My father grew up in a world of uncertainty and volatility. He came to

Canada, worked hard to build a successful business and a stable life for

his family. Part of that stability is the Romspen Mortgage Fund which has

delivered a reliable fixed income to both of us each and every month. It’s

important that my father has an investment he trusts. Knowing that he

doesn’t have to worry is very comforting to me.

Leon Katz (with father Eugene)

You’ve heard of the Romspen Mortgage Investment Fund. Isn’t it time
you found out more? Call us to receive an information package or 
visit www.romspen.com.

Ilana Abrams appointed General
Manager, Jewish Heritage Centre of

Western Canada
The Jewish Heritage Centre of

Western Canada is pleased to
announce the appointment of
Ilana Abrams to the position of
General Manager. Ilana brings a
background as high school gradu-
ate of Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate
with university degrees in both
Commerce and Education to the
task of managing the diverse pro-
jects and responsibilities of the
Jewish Heritage Centre. She
worked at Shaaray Zedek and the
Rady Centre before coming to the
Jewish Heritage Centre. “I look
forward to working with the volunteer leadership as the Centre
delivers a wide variety of programs and services. They are a dedi-
cated team of volunteers.”

This appointment completes the first phase of a restructuring
effort undertaken by the Board of Directors of the JHC to better
align program and service objectives with current financial and
human resource capacities. Under the leadership of President
Daniel Stone, Vice-President Lynn Roseman, Treasurer Maurice
Steele, and Holocaust Education Centre Chair Belle Millo, the
Centre has restructured staff and moved forward on their core mis-
sion to safeguard the historical assets of the Jewish community,
and inform both the Jewish community and Winnipeggers gener-
ally about our history and the lessons of the Holocaust.

JHC leadership is grateful to the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg
for their support in this undertaking. “The Federation offered us
whatever support they could and it made a real difference in our
ability to move forward,” Daniel Stone said. “While their financial
support through the transition period was extremely important,
their support with advice and involvement from Federation lead-
ership and staff has made it possible for the JHC to look forward to
another successful year of programming with a balanced budget
and good governance policies in action. They’ve given us the con-
fidence to develop plans for the future with a new structure in
place.”

The Jewish Heritage Centre program year is underway with lec-
tures scheduled throughout the year, a new Jewish War Veterans’
exhibit on display now, a new exhibit on the Jewish community of
Thunder Bay planned to open in November all developed by
Director of Programs and Exhibits Stan Carbone. Renee Kaplan is
coordinating the Asper Foundation Human Rights & Holocaust
Studies Program that annually takes some 60 Grade 9 students to
Washington after a full program of study to prepare them for the
Washington Holocaust Museum. The Holocaust symposium
which gathers about 1500 high school students will be coordinat-
ed by Roberta Malam. General Manager Ilana Abrams coordinates
the visits of school groups to the Holocaust Education Centre,
where they meet with Holocaust survivors. More information on
this year’s Kanee Lecture will be forthcoming soon.

To become a member, to volunteer, or for more information
about the Centre’s programs call Ilana at 477-7460 or email jew-
ishheritage@jhcwc.org.

you’re required to put down 30
per cent cash on residential
properties and 40 per cent on
commercial. “They didn’t restrict

me in getting new properties,” he said.
All the properties are rented and that income pays the mortgages, he

said. Ashdod is so hot, he added, “when a tenant leaves, I can rent it
out within 24 hours.”

Recently, Tennenhouse teamed with Annabelle Almagor to establish
“Habitat”, a boutique real estate company. In addition to employing a
number of agents involved in buying and selling properties, the com-
pany is marketing his Jaffa project. It’s also involved in developing and
marketing one particularly large deal, a $100-million luxury apart-
ment project.

Almagor is well connected in Israel, he said. She once served as
executive assistant to President Shimon Peres, her father was influen-
tial in the Labor party and security agencies, and she grew up know-
ing many prominent Israeli figures. Her father established a settlement
in Sinai, where her brother was born - the first Jewish baby born there
in 2,000 years.

Tennenhouse notes that
some parts of the Israeli
housing market have
become so “hot”, such as
Ashdod, that he’s “been
priced right out of the mar-
ket”.

“There are a lot of
European Jews who have
been buying second homes
in Israel,” he explains -
especially from England
and France. As a result,
Tennenhouse says, he’s
“always trying to be one
step ahead of where the
next big thing is going to be.”

One aspect of the Israeli housing market that Tennenhouse finds par-
ticularly troubling, however, is that many Israeli Jews “have adopted
crooked ways of avoiding capital gains taxes by demanding a good
portion of the sale price in cash.”

Now that Habitat has really begun to take off, he says, and with an
architect and planning manager, along with Almagor, all working to
find and develop projects, Tennenhouse says that he is quite receptive
to welcoming new investors who might want to take advantage of the
tremendous opportunities that investing in Israeli real estate have to
offer. He can be reached via e-mail at habitatisrael@gmail.com or
htenn@mts.net, and by phone at 011-972-52-8883962 (in Israel) or
(204) 895-3465 (in Canada).

Tennenhouse, who visits Israel three or four times a year but calls
there every day or two, said the success of his law practice has given
him the wherewithal to invest in Israeli real estate. A big part of his
practice is representing First Nations clients who received compensa-
tion for the abuse they suffered in the residential schools scandal. His
clients benefited from the $2.9 billion (Cdn) compensation fund set up
for them and his fees have pretty much gone into real estate.

“The Natives have become the greatest Zionists in the world,” he
quipped.

As for himself. “Once I retire, (real estate) will be my income-pro-
ducing vehicle and more importantly, I love it. It’s fun,” he said.

“It’s fun to create something from nothing and to meet interesting
people.”

Howard Tennenhouse
(Cont. from page 8.)

Tennenhouse notes that some
parts of the Israeli housing

market have become so “hot”,
such as Ashdod, that he’s

“been priced right out of the
market”.

“There are a lot of European
Jews who have been buying
second homes in Israel,” he
explains - especially from

England and France. 
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Community newsAt Temple Shalom…
From the Religious School:

- It was that time of year when Jews all around the world celebrated the Festival of Lights,
and here, Temple Shalom Religious School students got happily busy!. They worked hard
preparing their Hannukah play, and doing activities such as baking cookies & making cards
for the special people in their lives.

- The children showed their efforts at the Hannukah celebration held on Friday December
3rd. Before enjoying a delicious pot-luck dinner, the students shared their work by perform-
ing and singing for the congregation, family and friends. We were delighted with their warmth
and joy!

- As part of the School’s community project, the students visited with the Sharon Home res-
idents. The seniors enjoyed the children’s Hannukah play and songs. It was a beautiful morn-
ing, where generations met to share and celebrate the holiday! A big thank you to Sharon
Home for welcoming us and to our teachers for making the necessary arrangements for this
visit.

- We are looking forward to starting the New Year with renewed hopes and wishes. Happy
2011!
Activities of Temple Shalom:
Friday Dec. 17 at 8 p.m.: Shabbat Service lay led by Sherry Wolfe Elazar with Cantor Len
Udow and the Friday Night Live Band. Cantor Len: vocals/guitar; Janet Pelletier Goetze:
vocals/keyboard/saxophone; David Pelletier: drums; John Gosselin: bass
Friday Dec. 24 at 6:15 p.m.: Kabbalat Shabbat Service lay led by Ruth Livingston. Dinner after
the service, off-site. Please let us know if you will be attending the dinner portion: tem-
pleprez@gmail.com
Friday Dec. 31 at 6:15 p.m.: Kabbalat Shabbat Service lay led by Elliott & Elaine Saunders
Friday Jan. 7 at 7:30 p.m.: Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria with Cantor Len Udow
Saturday Jan. 8 & 15 at 10:00 a.m.: Tot Shabbat Services led by Rabbi Karen Soria. Bring your
child or grandchild to instill a sense of Jewish Community at an early age! All are welcome!
Saturday Jan. 8 at 10:30 a.m.: Torah Study led by Rabbi Karen Soria. Great conversation along
with learning, light refreshments...no better way to spend a Saturday morning!
Friday Jan. 14 at 7:30 p.m.: Shabbat Service lay led with Cantor Len Udow
Sunday, Jan. 16 at 7 p.m.: Women’s Rosh Hodesh (held off-site) ALL are welcome. Register at:
templeroshhodesh@gmail.com
Friday Jan. 21 at 7:30 p.m.: Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria
Saturday Jan. 22 at 10:30 a.m.: Torah Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria
Saturday Jan. 22 at 7:30 p.m.: Tu B’Shvat seder -evening observance led by Rabbi Karen Soria
Friday Jan. 28 at 8:00 p.m.: Shabbat Service lay led with Cantor Len Udow & the Friday Night
Live Band
Back to Basics:  A Reintroduction to Everyday Jewish Living
Facilitator: Catherine Emanuel
A 5-week program Wednesdays at Temple Shalom
7 - 9 p.m.     January 12 - February 9
Fee: $5.00 per session  Register by Fri. Jan. 7
Email: tshalom1@gmail.com   Phone: 453-1625
- Friday Night candles to Saturday night Havdallah
- Chanukiah, Ketubah, Mizrach, Blessings for the House
- Choreography of the Shabbat Service
- Use of Jewish Ritual Objects
- High Holiday traditions - from Elul to Sukkot, it’s more than Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur
Other Activities held at Temple Shalom:
Health & Well-being - Wed Jan. 5 at 1:30 p.m.: “Emotional Wellbeing 101” presented by Ruth
Thomson, clinical social worker. Learn ways to get through the winter blues & stay healthy
from the heart to head. Refreshments and entrance are free.
Weight Watchers - Thursdays 1 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Grant/Wilton Coffee House - Sat Jan. 8 at 7:30 p.m. Del Barber in concert. Tickets: $10.
Please call Phil at 488-0207 

Temple Shalom  
Is please to announce 

A new and segregated Jewish Cemetery 
Alternative as well as Traditional Jewish burial at

Bet Chaim…Mikdash Shalom
On the property of

Chapel Lawn Funeral Home
Proud to Serve in Your Community

4000 Portage Avenue
www.chapellawn.mb.ca

For information call  
453-1625 Temple Shalom

982-8108 Terri Hlady  Chapel Lawn

Fewer deaths in community force
increase in cost of dying

By MYRON LOVE 
It’s not only the cost of living that keeps going up. So does the cost

of dying. 
At its last meeting, the board of the Chesed Shel Emes, our nearly

80-year-old community-run funeral home, voted to raise its fees by
$92 – to $1,867. 

That figure includes the cost of a shomer (people who watch over
the body up until burial) for 48 hours.

The increase is actually good news in a way. The Chesed Shel Emes
was forced to raise its rates to make up for a shortfall in income due
to a significant decline in the number of Jewish burials in our com-
munity over the last two years.

“For a number of years, we were averaging about 200 burials a
year,” reports Rena Boroditsky, the Chesed’s executive director. “This
past year, we had just 163 burials and about the same amount the year
before.”

Boroditsky suggests that the decline in burials may be because
seniors are living longer and that immigration has made our commu-
nity younger as a whole.

There are those who may think that Temple Shalom’s alternative to
the Chesed Shel Emes and the traditional Jewish cemeteries may be
taking away business but that doesn’t seem to be the case. 

In 2004, Winnipeg’s Reform Congregation (whose membership
includes a number of interfaith
couples), turned to Chapel Lawn
Memorial Gardens, Cremation
Centre and Funeral Home in
2004 to provide burial for its
members because Winnipeg’s
four existing cemeteries will not
bury non-Jews. 

In an interview a couple of
years ago, Terry Hlady, the
Chapel Lawn representative who
is responsible for Temple Shalom’s burials, reported that there had
been close to 20 burials in the section of Chapel Lawn that had been
set aside for Temple Shalom’s burials – and that 40 more plots had
been purchased by Temple Shalom members. The numbers have not
greatly increased.

Now, the Chesed Shel Emes fees are the smaller portion of burial
costs. Congregation Etz Chayim administers three of our community’s
four Jewish cemeteries. 

The congregation’s executive director, Jonathan Buchwald, reports
that Etz Chayim raised its burial fees on July 1 by $500 for members
and $1,000 for non-members. 

Current costs for a funeral and burial in the Bnay Abraham, Hebrew
Sick or Rosh Pina Cemeteries are $8,400 for members and $13,125
for non-members. 

The price includes the Chesed Shel Emes portion, the plot, the bur-
ial cost, perpetual care and – for members only – the clergy. Non-
members make their own arrangements with the clergy.

Estelle Raber, the funeral director at Shaarey Zedek, declined to pro-
vide the Shaarey Zedek’s burial fees, but she did say that the fees are
in line with what Etz Chayim charges.

Burial through Temple Shalom may or may not be less expensive. It
depends what you want to pay for. Fees at Temple Shalom are $350 -
$550 for the service and clergy, $300 for rental of the sanctuary, $500
if you want to rent both the sanctuary and social hall (for meal of con-
dolence), $100 for catering services (if the family prefers that option)
and a custodial fee of $125.

While that may seem very reasonable, there are also the Chapel
Lawn casket and burial fees (separate from Temple Shalom fees) which
are approximately $5000. That price can be substantially higher
depending on which coffin you choose and what other services you
may want.

Temple Shalom also has a new service – tahara (cost: $300).
Jonathan Fine, the co-ordinator of the congregation’s new chevra kad-
dishe committee, reports that he was asked to organize the service a
couple of years ago shortly after he became a board member.

“The Chesed Shel Emes constitution won’t allow them to do tahara
for individuals who are not being buried in the traditional Jewish
cemeteries,” he says. “But we felt that our members should have the
option of traditional tahara.”

He expressed his appreciation to Rena Boroditsky and some of the
volunteers at the Chesed Shel Emes for their help in training some
Temple Shalom members in tahara and helping access some of the
resources.

“Our chevra kaddishe hasn’t yet been called upon,” Fine says, “but
we can now provide the service if need be.”

…the decline in burials
may be because seniors

are living longer and that
immigration has made

our community younger
as a whole.



B r i a n
Scharfstein
and Pam
Cipryk have
paved their
way to a
happy life
with a very
simple for-

mula.
The duo are not only husband and

wife, they work together as co-own-
ers of Canadian Footwear.

“The formula Pam and I have is
simple but it works, professionally
and personally. If we both agree on
something, we do it. And if we don’t
agree, we don’t do it.”

Scharfstein’s father, Albert, came to
Winnipeg from Poland when he was
14. His mother, Ethel, a second-gen-
eration Romanian, was born in Canada.

Canadian Footwear, first called “Patrick’s
Limited,” (owned by Mr. Patrick), has been
around since before the turn of the 20th cen-
tury. Back then, the store specialized in
wholesale jobbing distribution, selling utili-
tarian items like lace-up banker’s boots,
handbags, Russian felt socks, and moccasin
rubbers to prairie shopkeepers.

Scharfstein’s dad bought the business in
1932. In the early 1950s, on the advice of a
lawyer in the family, he changed the name to
“Canadian Footwear.”

“Growing up, my sisters and I were expect-
ed to work at the store – to come there after
school, and spend our weekends there,” said
Scharfstein.

“My father spoke a number of different east-
ern/Slavic languages, including Yiddish. Back
then, this worked well with so many
Winnipeggers having come from different
countries and speaking these languages.”

When Scharfstein’s parents passed away, he
and his sisters inherited the family holdings.
Once his sisters chose to move onto other
ventures (in the late 1980s), he and Cipryk
bought Canadian Footwear from the estate. 

“For some 30 years, Pam and I have been
going to work together everyday,” said
Scharfstein. Cipryk operates the administra-
tive and buying side of things and Scharfstein
runs the medical, advertising, and marketing
side. 

“Pam is far more academic than I am,” said
Scharfstein who ventured into post-secondary
education at the age of 30. Soon after the duo
took up the Canadian Footwear helm,
Scharfstein, partially due to having some
knee trouble, did some investigating and
learned that there is more to footwear than
shoes (like specialized orthopaedic footwear

and socks). 
“We don’t use the word ‘sell,’” said certified

pedorthist Scharfstein. “We help people buy
by taking the time to listen to their needs and
then suggest the right orthopaedic footwear –
aiming to fit people physically and financial-
ly (the company’s slogan is We Fit You). 

Scharfstein regularly gives of his time
through volunteering at places like Siloam
Mission, the Jewish Federation’s Grow
Winnipeg, the Winnipeg Chamber of

Commerce, and working with newcomers.
Through this, he has learned “The saying real-
ly is true, the more you give, the more you get
back. I don’t ask people for anything. I just go
and give of my time, product, and money.
And, it all comes back two-fold.” 

All Canadian Footwear staff go through a
one-two month training to better understand
the anatomy of the foot and shoe, and then
learn about products.

“A lot of the reason why we’ve enjoyed suc-
cess is because we’re based in Winnipeg,”
said Scharfstein. “This city’s Jewish and
greater community has a sort of security blan-
ket of support around it. We’re local and sec-
ond-generation, and Winnipeggers like sup-
porting Winnipeggers.”

Since Scharfstein and Cipryk have been
running the business, it has expanded from
one location in the heart of the city to a 3-in-
1 location downtown, one in Transcona, one
by St. Vital Shopping Centre, two in Calgary,
and what may be their biggest one yet, an e-
commerce business (online services and
products for North American shoppers).

Today’s Canadian Footwear, which employs
100 associates, is known for carrying
Canada’s largest footwear inventory and for
its expert foot health speciality.

Over the years, Scharfstein said, “The
nature of the business has changed but the
flavour hasn’t. We’re still a mom-and-pop
business, but we’re revamped and redefined.
We took the high road, honing in on the busi-
ness of quality (instead of the volume dis-
count business). So, we focus not only on the
product but also on the experience of being
fitting for and buying orthopaedic footwear.

“People shop with us for the experience –
and we provide one that meets or exceeds
expectations. We don’t charge any more
money for what we provide, but we also
don’t discount it. Our main philosophy is
finding life balance.”

Scharfstein and Cipryk have two daughters
(one is 31 and is a Toronto-based investment
advisor, and one is 20 and majoring in Film
Studies locally).
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Partner’s “simple formula” a recipe for success

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

BRIAN SCHARFSTEIN and PAM CIPRYK: “We define
shoes, socks, and insoles as the drugs we dispense as
foot pharmacists.” 

The Asper Helping Hand Initiative

The Asper Helping Hand Initiative, an
interest-free loan program, is now in its
sixth year of assisting members of the
Jewish community of Manitoba who are
experiencing a temporary financial hard-
ship. Funding for this program is support-
ed generously by The Asper Foundation. A
borrower must be a Jewish resident of
Manitoba and be able to demonstrate
both a need for the loan as well as the
ability to repay it. Applicants must be able
to provide qualified guarantors who are
willing to cosign for the loan. These inter-
est free loans have assisted students,
seniors, single parents, longtime residents
and newcomers to Canada.

A recipient from the loan program had
these words of appreciation for the loan
she received:

“I just wanted to express my apprecia-
tion for the loan that I received. It allowed
me to purchase my first home which was
quite a milestone for me. Being a single
parent, with financial limitations, the loan
helped me to realize my dream of being a
homeowner. As a result my future, and
that of my children, is more stable and
secure.”

If you wish to find out about applying
for a loan please see the contact informa-
tion in the accompanying ad below or
view the JCFS website for more details.
www.jcfswinnipeg.org

FREE DELIVERYON ORDERSOVER $75E

New, Used & Rental Walkers, Scooters, Lift Chairs, Wheelchairs,
Bath Aides & Other Aides for Daily Living.

NEW PRIDE SCOOTERS AND LIFTCHAIRS

Mention this ad & receive 10% off 
the rental or purchase of any item

551 Osborne
453-6473

www.renewmobility.ca

“This city’s Jewish and greater com-
munity has a sort of security blan-

ket of support around it. We’re
local and second-generation, and

Winnipeggers like supporting
Winnipeggers.”
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Some of the more than 500 guests who came through the new
Lubavitch Jewish Learning Centre on December 5

Entertainment was provided by 
CHAIM FOGELMAN (later by 

SHEILA FINK and KINZEY POSEN)

M.C. ADINA ALTEIN

Lubavitch supporter MARTIN
GLAZER affixes a mezuzah

Rabbi YA’AKOV SIMMONDS
helps AHAVA HALPERN put
up a mezuzah

“Jacob’s Ladder”, by the
late CAROLINE DUKES,

donated by ALFRED DUKES

The opening of the centre was the
fulfilment of a dream for Rabbi

AVROHOM ALTEIN

Premier GREG SELINGER...
Can you believe it? He asked
me if I’ve sued anyone lately! 

MP ROD BRUINOOGE...
Hurry, someone feed that man
a latke. How much weight has

he lost in the last year?

Jewish Federation Board Chair
BEN COHEN (Ben, you

could’ve brought an Oreck and
help clean up afterward.)

Premier SELINGER and RABBI
AVROHOM ALTEIN light the

brand new Chanukiah, designed
by MAXIM BERENT and his
father for the new centre.

Line Dancing - Chasidic style...Does anyone know the Chasidic version of “Achy Breaky Heart”?

Lubavitch Jewish Learning Centre has its official opening December 5

Photos (and captions) 
by BERNIE BELLAN



CHW looks to Winnipeg
CHW (Canadian Hadassah-WIZO) is reaching a milestone. Next

year the organization will launch its 95th year of activity. Throughout
the years, Winnipeg has played an important role in pursuit of our
goals. In 1951, Sally Gotlieb of Winnipeg became the first person
outside of central Canada to be elected National President. 

CHW is non-political, volunteer- driven and funds a multitude of
projects for Children, Healthcare and Women in Israel and Canada.

CHW offers opportunities for personal enrichment and for lifelong
friendships. It offers leadership and fundraising skills development.
There are many networking opportunities.

We’re turning a new page in meeting the challenges of the 21st

century. Now is a great time to be involved in the Organization – to
be able to influence the future. CHW is looking for volunteers who
are supportive of Israel and are willing to help us launch activities
in Winnipeg. This is a chance for you to start something new that

would be fantastic
for Winnipeg. This
is a chance for
you to share your
skills.

WE NEED YOU.
Please call Alina
Ianson, National
E x e c u t i v e
Director, at 1-
866-937-9431,
ext. 105, or
alina@chw.ca

Looking for Leaders
CHW (Canadian Hadassah-WIZO) is look-

ing for volunteers who are willing to help us
launch activities in Winnipeg – in support of
Children, Healthcare and Women in Israel. 

WE NEED YOU. Please call Alina Ianson,
National Executive Director, at 1-866-937-
9431, ext. 105, or alina@chw.ca
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Scenes from Adas-Yeshurun Chanukah party December 4

Mother Lynne feeds a cupcake to a
very hungry son Daniel.

Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun
Synagogue invited not only
its own members, but many
newcomers to Winnipeg as
well, to its Chanukah party
Dec. 4.

The highlight of the
evening was a personal lec-
ture I was given by Dr. Earl
Hershfield on the history of
the Adas-Yeshurun
Synagogue – which, he says,
is the actual name for the
synagogue.

The name “Herzlia”, Dr.
Hershfield pointed out, more
properly refers to the Herzlia
Academy, the school that
used to be located in the
building. Over the years,
however, the synagogue had
come to be referred to simply
as the “Herzlia” which, Dr.
Hershfield noted, is a mis-
nomer.

The Adas-Yeshurun
Synagogue, like many anoth-
er Winnipeg institution, used
to have a north-end
location, on Magnus
and McGregor, Dr.
Hershfield noted.
Although very few of
the synagogue’s cur-
rent members can
recall those days, its
legacy should not be
forgotten, he says.

So, in the interest of
historical accuracy,
from now on, this
paper will always try
to refer to the syna-
gogue located at
Brock and Fleet as the
A d a s - Y e s h u r u n
Synagogue.

Oh yes – that was a
great party you threw
– Adas-Yeshurun!

Quality

1842 Grant Ave    489-6310

CATERING   FREE DELIVERY

PREMIUM DELI PRODUCTS

LUNCH COUNTER



For Riley Morwick
attending the
G.R.O.W. Winnipeg
transitional life skills
day program for
young adults provides
an opportunity to take
the next steps towards

independence. “I am learning a lot,” he said,
“how to cook, clean, work out and try some
new games.” But his twin brother Ryan adds
that he “found yoga a little tough.”

The G.R.O.W. day program located at 93
Willow Avenue across the street from the Rady
Jewish Community Centre aims to fill a gap in
services for individuals with intellectual and
social disabilities, said Sandy Sheegl, program

coordinator for G.R.O.W. The day
program opened on July 3, 2010
and there are five people attend-
ing over the age of 21. 

The program is transitional.
“The young adults will move on to
other types of opportunities, such
as employment and/ or recreation
as well as independent living. The
program aims to give the partici-
pants and their parents the confi-
dence that they can succeed inde-
pendently,” said Sheegl.

G.R.O.W. which is short for
Gaining Resources Our Way,
began in 2002 to provide training
for young adults in life skills,
healthy eating, recreation and socialization. 

For the past 8 years, G.R.O.W. has run a sum-
mer life skills program based in Gimli, as well
as an outreach program. Some of the adults that
attend have a diagnosis of Autistic Spectrum
Disorder (ASD), Down Syndrome, or acquired
intellectual disabilities, said Sheegl. 

They will have been in school until the age of
21, but after that there remains much learning to
transition to the next chapter of their lives,
which may involve working, moving out on
their own and learning how to live without the
guidance of their parents on a day-to-day basis,
said Sheegl.

Participants in the G.R.O.W. program attend
the program five days a week. Programming is
facilitated by occupational therapist Erin
Fonseca. The Department of Occupational
Therapy at the University of Manitoba coordi-
nates student placements with the G.R.O.W.
programs. 

“Learning is continuous,” said Sheegl. Each of
the participants set goals, such as making a
meal or doing their laundry and they work
towards those goals. 

Also, many of the individuals attending the
program may not have established support sys-
tems or a sense of belonging. “They come
together here, providing an opportunity to
belong, and make friends, which is otherwise
very difficult for them,” says Sheegl who is also
a parent of a child with ASD.

Socialization and other challenges were also
concerns echoed in a study published in 2008
in the Journal of Autism and Developmental
Disorders (http://www.springerlink.com/con-
tent/962g296526467711/).

The Vancouver researchers found that young
adults diagnosed with ASD “had no close
friends, were dependent on their families, and
employment status was low.” They also had lit-
tle physical activity
and few social out-
lets. All of these areas
are given attention in
the G.R.O.W. transi-
tional day program. 

The participant’s
days are individual-
ized for their particu-
lar needs and the
overall program takes
a holistic approach,
said Sheegl. “The
program focuses on
the whole person,
what food they make
and eat, what exer-
cise they do, coping
with stress. We aim to
promote a healthy
lifestyle,” said Sheegl. 

The participants
take advantage of
programs that they

are interested in at the Rady Jewish Community
Centre, as well as different activities in the com-
munity. 

A typical day for Riley and Ryan Morwick, for
example, might consist of making lunch, going
to an exercise class, doing some data entry on a
computer and planning future activities. 

Sheegl says that likely most of the young
adults attending the program will require some
degree of support throughout their lives. With
the advent of early intervention, predictions are
more positive for individuals with intellectual
and social challenges. Teaching and continued
learning is the focus of the G.R.O.W. programs.
“We believe that they need to keep being chal-
lenged to move forward,” said Sheegl.

If you are interested in learning more about
the G.R.O.W. programs, you can contact Sandy
Sheegl at 477-7406. 

Do you have a health and wellness story to
share with readers? Write to
fern.swedlove@gmail.com with your suggestions.
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The New G.R.O.W. Transitional Life Skills Day Program

By

FERN SWEDLOVE
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Jewish Child and Family Service
offers bereavement group

This group is specially designed for
those who have experienced the death of
a loved one. It will begin on Tuesday,
January 18th and continue until March
8th from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. (eight weeks).
There is no charge to participate in this
group. Contact Jewish Child and Family
Service at 477-7430 to register. This
group is jointly sponsored by Jewish
Child and Family Service and Hospice
and Palliative Care Manitoba. Adults of
all ages and cultural backgrounds are
welcome.

Support available for Jewish
alcoholics & addicts

Jewish individuals who are challenged
by alcohol or chemical addiction or their
family members now have help available
within the Jewish community. Supported
by Jewish Child and Family Service, JACS,
Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent
Persons and Significant Others (www.jac-
sweb.org<http://www.jacsweb.org/), is a
voluntary mutual-help group dedicated
to: helping develop and sustain recovery
from alcoholism or addiction in a nurtur-
ing and safe environment, promoting
knowledge and understanding of alco-
holism and chemical dependency as it
involves the Jewish community, and act-
ing as a resource to the Jewish communi-
ty to address the effects of alcoholism and
chemical dependency. Weekly support
meetings with a “Jewish twist” assist in
complementing other recovery supports.

Anyone interested in information on
Jewish addiction recovery supports for
themselves or a loved one can contact
JACS Winnipeg at the number in the ad
below. Please read the ad for details
about meeting times and locations.
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Winnipeggers asked to help promote
dragon boat racing in Israel

By BERNIE BELLAN

In recent years the phenome-
non of dragon boat festivals has
caught on in countries around
the world. As a matter of fact,
there are now dragon boat festi-
vals in an astounding 66 different
countries, including such coun-
tries as Egypt, Dubai, and Iran –
but not Israel.

Now, an Ottawa group led by
Debbie Weiss (whose son is
studying medicine in Winnipeg
and who was recently here on a
visit), is in the process of orga-
nizing Israel’s first-ever dragon
boat festival, tentatively set for
May 3 & 4, 2012 on Lake
Kinneret.

The idea for holding a dragon
boat festival in Israel, Weiss says,
came about as a result of the
huge response that dragon boat
racing elicited among Jewish
Ottawa women. The story is an
interesting one – and one which
Weiss told recently when she paid a visit to the office of The Jewish
Post & News.

Weiss is a member of Ottawa’s Jewish community’s “Lions of Judah”
(women who have contributed at least $5,000 in a given year toward
the Jewish Appeal in their city). 

In 2009 she had the idea to “put out a call” to other “Lions of Judah”
in Ottawa, to see whether anyone was interested in participating in
the 2010 Ottawa dragon boat festival.

“I had 25 respondents to my call for participants,” Weiss says – rang-
ing in age from “16 to 70.”

The boat that the Ottawa “Lions of Judah” eventually put together
was one of 190 different boats that entered this year’s competition. 

Now – for a short explanation of what dragon boat racing is: Dragon
boats originated in China and, while they vary in weight and size,
generally they have 20 paddlers, along with a drummer (facing the
crew) and a “sweep” (steerer) at the rear of the boat.

Some boats have as few as 10 members, while some have as many
as 50. The boats are usually decorated with dragon heads and tails
(and, in the case of Jewish dragon boats – the dragons are either cir-
cumcised or kashered by a qualified authority).

While boats entered in competition do race against other boats,
there are many different levels of competition. In the case of the
Ottawa dragon boat festival, for instance, Weiss says that the “Lions’”
boat came in “third in spirit” and “third in fundraising”. 

“We raised over $25,000”, Weiss says of her group. While many
dragon boat festivals concentrate on raising funds in support of breast
cancer research, it is up to each group to decide whether they want to
engage in fundraising, and to where the funds should go.

In January, 2010, Weiss says, she went on a trip to Israel with the
idea of holding a similar festival in that country. The reaction to her
proposal was enthusiastic, she says.

“There are 120 Lions of Judah in Israel,” Weiss notes. “They are keen
on working together with Lions of Judah across Canada” toward orga-
nizing the first Israel dragon boat festival.

One of the most positive aspects of dragon boat racing, as one might
expect, is the enormous camaraderie that develops among the mem-
bers of a team. “The teambuilding experience”, Weiss suggests, is
something that carries over long after the competition is over.

The Ottawa Lions have already raised over $70,000 for the future
Israel festival. 

Boats are to be brought in from Germany, according to Weiss. The
goal is to bring ten different teams from across Canada, she says.
Already a number of different families have indicated they want to
enter the competition as families. As well, Weiss says, plans call for
pairing groups in Israel with their international counterparts. For
instance, Hillel Israel and Hillel members from the Diaspora will be
joined as one group.

If you would like to find out more about what promised to be a high-
ly original event and how you can participate, the organizers of the
Israel dragon boat festival have created a page on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/DragonBoatingInIsrael.

“So where are you going this winter?”
The other day I ran into Winnipegger

Barbara Wolch and in the course of our con-
versation this inevitable winter question
came up. “So are you going away any time
soon?” I was fascinated by her response.

“I’m going to a floating university for three
weeks.” 

She explained that several years ago, the
University of Virginia, together with the non-

profit Institute for Shipboard Education, had designed a unique pro-
gram for students in global comparative studies. The partners pur-
chased a cruise ship from high-end Oceana Cruise Lines and outfitted
it as a state-of-the-art campus. They “christened “ their floating uni-
versity, the MV Explorer, and staffed it with deans and faculty who
designed engaging courses of study. Each semester, this ship travels
the world, as students explore the diversities and commonalties of
other cultures. However, during school holidays, “Enrichment
Voyages” offers a mini-semester to the public; 21 days of travel, lec-
tures, culture and music, with opportunities for touring and volun-
teering at each port.

“How I learned about this cruise is kind of a long story”, she told
me. It began five years ago when she was preparing for a trip to Viet
Nam with her sister-in-law. While surfing the net she found “journey-
woman.com”, a site that features helpful hints and information for
female travelers. Coincidentally, there was a “hot tip” from a traveler
about a good clothing store in Saigon.

While on tour, Barbara had almost forgotten about the tip until one
day, with a couple of hours of “free time”, she and her sister-in-law
went for a walk. A street sign jogged her memory and she found the
store. It was a made-to-measure place, and although Wolch wanted a
three-piece suit, their tour group was leaving the next day. “No prob-
lem”, said the seamstress. “I’ll make it and deliver it before you leave.”
By the time Barbara had picked a style and fabric, it was time to rejoin
her group. Her sister-in-law had already left to catch their bus. “I’m
sorry”, Barbara apologized,” this won’t work. I have to go.”

“No problem, I have a motorcycle. Hop on”.
Her bus mates laughed as she arrived on the bike with the shop

owner, who boarded the bus to finish the measurements.
Unbelievably, the next night a beautiful suit was delivered as
promised. Minor alterations were made and completed - all for $40.

That great experience prompted her to opt for an on-line subscrip-
tion to the journeywoman newsletter (no fee) and Enrichment Voyages
(enrichmentvoyages.com) was featured there a couple of years ago.
Then, it was advertising a cruise up the Amazon and to South
American ports. Professors giving on-board lectures about each desti-
nation, a special guest Scholar-In-Residence, classical and cultural
musical entertainment, and unique port tours, all at an affordable
price, seemed like a great adventure.

Barbara signed up for that first cruise and went solo (none of her
friends were interested), and it turned out to be an incredible experi-
ence! The atmosphere was relaxed and friendly, Wolch met interest-
ing folks who became friends, and had the experience of a lifetime.
There were so many wonderful memories. She liked the ambiance
(600 passengers, 100 crew members), loved the lectures, enjoyed the
8,000 volume library on board, and got to really “see” life in each
port. “It was amazing. We traveled down the Amazon to Manaos and
it’s incredible opera house for a special Sunday concert of opera,” she
said.

Her maiden voyage coincided with Chanukah, and each evening
about 150 passengers met to light the menorah. As a thoughtful ges-
ture to this group, one of the directors arranged a tribute in the dining
room. As the lights dimmed, the multi-racial staff of waiters marched
out ceremoniously, carrying trays piled high with latkes (they didn’t
taste like the ones Bubbe used to make, but in all, a lovely gesture! ).

This December, the MV Explorer starts in San Diego, and will travel
to destinations in Mexico, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama, Honduras,
Guatamala, and Belize, ending up in Florida. Barbara is traveling with
a friend and what’s more, journeywoman.com editor Evelyn Hannon
has signed up too. Wolch e-mailed Hannon and they are meeting for
dinner on the first night.

In fact, right about now, Winnipegger Barbara Wolch is cruising with
Nobel Laureate Archbishop Desmond Tutu, this year’s Semester at
Sea’s Scholar-in-Residence. What a unique way to get away!!

Bon Voyage.

ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES

A floating university

DEBBIE WEISS: “There are 120
lions of Judah in Israel. They are
keen on working together with
Lions of Judah across Canada”
toward organizing the first
Israel dragon boat festival.



There is nothing
that can take away
the chill out of the
winter cold  than a
nice pot of soup. A
huge pot of mine-
strone soup suits the
purpose with its
hearty thickenings.

The most well known of the Italian soups,
minestrone means “big soup” and can be
made in various ways and with seasonal
ingredients. You can add your own personal
favourites when it comes to veggies. You can
add in the Spring zucchini, beans and toma-
toes, beans and  swiss chard.

In the fall you can add the heartier root veg-
etables like cabbage, potatoes, squash and
carrots.

Garlic is the star in minestrone.
The popular Parmesan Cheese is a favourite

to sprinkle on top of the  bowl. If you are
making a Parve version of the soup nothing
adds flavour like freshly grated parmesan.

There are rules to making minestrone and
you may certainly use any ingredients regard-
less of the time of year. Always try to buy
fresh as opposed to frozen  and ensure that
you cook the soup long and on low tempera-
ture to allow the flavours to mellow.

Enjoy and stay warm.

CHOCK FULL OF VEGGIES MINESTRONE 
(PARVE)

1 cup cooked navy beans
3 tbsp. Olive oil
1 onion minced
3 carrots chopped
2 tsp garlic minced
3 celery stalks chopped
1 bunch of spinach washes cleaned and
chopped
2 zucchini, cut into small cubes
1 cup green beans cut into 1 inch pieces

1 cup fresh or canned diced tomatoes
3 to 4 cups water
1 cup rice

In a large pan heat oil and sauté onions,
celery, carrots and garlic until soft. Add toma-
toes, potatoes and water and mix everything
together.

Add the beans, spinach  and cover until rice
is tender. Add the zucchini and beans and
cover and cook for 1 hour.

Season with salt and pepper. Serve at room
temperature. Serves 8.

MINESTRONE
(MEAT)

1/4 cup olive oil
I lb. Lean stewing beef
1 medium onion chopped
4 carrots chopped
4 stalks celery with leaves chopped
5 cloves garlic chopped
2 zucchini chopped
1/2 head savoy cabbage shredded
1 -19 ounce can diced tomatoes
9  water
1/2 cup small pasta cooked
2 cups navy beans cooked
Handful  of Italian parsley chopped fine
Fresh thyme remove the stems after the soup
has cooked
Salt and pepper to taste

Bring water to a boil in large pot and add
beef. Continue to skim the drippings that rise
to the top until clear.

Lower the heat add the onions, carrots, cel-
ery garlic and cabbage for 15 minutes.

Stir the tomatoes into the broth and add the
zucchini, parsley and thyme and cook on
simmer for 1 1/2 hours. Add the beans and
pasta and cook for 10 minutes. Add salt and
pepper.

Serves 8 to 10.

HOMEMADE MEAT BROTH
Makes 2 1/2 liters
1 tsp salt
1 carrot peeled
1 large onion peeled
3 celery stalks
1 small potato peeled
1 can drained tomatoes
5 lbs assorted beef and bones which the meat
should be 1 lb.

Put all the ingredients in a stock pot and
add enough water to cover by 2 inches.

Bring to boil.
As soon as it begins to boil turn the heat

down at a gentle simmer.
Skim off the scum that floats to the surface

frequently at first and then only from time to
time.

Cook for 3 hours at simmer.
Strain the broth through a colander and

allow to  cool completely uncovered.
When cool place in fridge long enough to

allow the fat to come to the surface and solid-
ify.

Freeze the broth in portioned containers.
Broth will keep in the freezer 3 months and

in the fridge not longer than 3 days.

PERFECT FOR A CROWD
MINESTRONE

(MEAT)

This will keep well in the fridge for 4 days
or freezer 2 months.

For anyone requesting gluten free this is a
great meal by using gluten free pasta instead
of regular wheat pasta.

2 tsp olive oil
4 cups of homemade beef broth or chicken
soup broth
3 cloves garlic minced
1 large Spanish onion chopped

3 carrots cut thinly
3 stalks celery cut thin
2 cups shredded cab-
bage
1 potato cubed
1 can plum tomatoes
2 cups cooked red
dark kidney beans
1 cup favourite small
pasta
1 cup frozen or fresh
peas
3 tbsp fresh parsley
1 tbsp fresh basil
1 tsp salt
1/2 tsp each oregano
and thyme
Black pepper

In a large soup pot
heat oil medium heat
add onion and garlic.

Stir for 5 minutes
add stock, carrots cel-
ery cabbage potato
beans, tomatoes
breaking them up
with a fork.

Bring to a boil.
Reduce heat and sim-
mer 30 minutes.

Add the pasta, peas
herbs and simmer
until pasta is ready.

Makes 15 servings.
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By

FRANCINE TELLER

Winter and soup time



It’s time to play
catch up since I
haven’t allotted much
space of late to the
Jewish boys of winter
at either the amateur
or professional levels.

Daniel Fainman, last
year’s co-winner
(along with soccer

standout Lauren Sera) of the Max & Idy
Nusgart Jewish Athlete of the Year Award
who, last winter, starred in the Winnipeg
High School Hockey League with St. Paul’s
Crusaders and led the circuit in scoring in his
rookie season as a Grade 12 student with 33
goals and 15 assists, is playing this season
with the Winkler Flyers of the Manitoba
Junior Hockey League. 

The 6’,1” and 180 lb. centre, who will turn
19 in January, has recorded four goals, includ-
ing two on the power play, and eight assists in
26 games, and doesn’t shy away from the
rough stuff, having accumulated the third
most penalty minutes on the team, with 47. 

As of the second week in December, for-
ward Ethan Pollock is leading his St. James
Canucks of the Manitoba Major Junior
Hockey League in scoring, with five goals
and 10 assists in 18 games. The 20-year-old
Ethan who is 6’,3” and 185 lbs., is playing in
his third year in the circuit. 

Winnipegger, forward Jacob Micflikier, who
wears the number 18 (Chai) on his uniform,
appears to be off to one of his best starts in
pro hockey with the American Hockey
League Charlotte Checkers. 

The one-time college standout with the
University of New Hampshire has already
scored 11 goals and added 10 assists in 24
games, to go along with an impressive team-
leading +11 in the plus-minus department
which, of course, translates into his being an
outstanding two-way player looking after
both ends of the ice. 

On November 11th he scored a hat trick vs.
Bridgeport. Last year in 59 games with the
AHL Albany River Rats, Jacob fired 18 goals
and had 22 helpers. 

Here I was believing that I was the sole per-
son who noticed the Jewish hockey oddity on
November 21st when Torontonian David
Kantor, a former Winnipegger and also an
eagle eye, wrote and asked an interesting
question: “After watching the Leafs and
Canadiens play last Saturday and seeing
Montreal’s (Mike) Cammalleri and (Jeff)
Halpern score the only two goals in the game
is it possible that this is literally the only NHL
game in history where all the goals in the
game (regardless of how many) were scored
solely by Jewish players? 

Unless someone knows better, I don’t know
if such stats are kept. Now it’s almost certain
that players within a certain ethnic group in
most sports are often compared with their
Lantz men during and following their careers,
but it would certainly take a mathematical
wizard to resolve the aforementioned query.
What do you think? 

By the way, on December 8th Montreal
hosted Ottawa and defeated the Senators 4-1,
with Cammalleri opening the scoring with his
ninth of the season on the power play and
Halpern tallying his sixth which proved to be
the game winner. 

Now the rare feat might have occurred
again, except that in the last half of the third
period Montreal added goals by Gionta and
Hamerlik to cinch the victory. 

Remember Oren Eizenman? He played six

games and went
pointless with the
Manitoba Moose in
2008-09. That same
season he went from
Fresno of the East
Coast Hockey
League to San
Antonio of the AHL
then back to the
ECHL with Stockton
and finished up with
the AHL Milwaukee
Admirals. 

Well, the Israeli
Torontonian has become baseball’s version of
Gary “Suitcase Smith.” Already this year he
started with the ECHL Elmira Jackals where,
in 13 games, he managed five goals and 13
assists, which elevated him back to the AHL
Syracuse Crunch and, on November 24, he
was traded for future considerations to the
AHL Hartford Wolf Pack.

Not to worry about his future: Despite his
lengthy odyssey he is still only 25 and comes
from a home where education is foremost.
Oren has already spent four years in the busi-
ness program at Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute, where the six-foot forward played
Division One hockey. Father Moshe is a pro-
fessor of biomedical engineering at the
University of Toronto and his mother Ronit is
a teacher. 

Then there is goaltender deluxe Dov
Grumet-Morris, 28, whose hockey career
parallels Eizenman’s. He, too, is intelligent,
personable, charming, educated, well-trav-
elled and also visited Moose land in the
2006-07 hockey
season. Dov enjoyed
a sterling four-year
career at Harvard,
where he set 13
school records and
was a nominee for
the prestigious
Hobey Baker
Memorial Award –
emblematic of the
best player in US
college hockey. His
career save percent-
age of .924 ranks
fifth in the NCAA
annals and he had a
GAA of 1.63.

Philadelphia took
a flyer on him in the
fifth round of the
2002 NHL Entry
Draft; yet he has

never earned a spot on the club. Like Oren,
he has all the credentials to one day become
a travel agent. He has played in AHL cities
with San Antonio, Portland, Hamilton,
Manitoba, Milwaukee, and Hartford and paid
visits to Laredo of the Central Hockey
League, plus Cincinnati and Greenville Road
of the ECHL.

What is unusual about Dov’s situation is
that when he was in Winnipeg with the
Moose he allowed five goals in four games,
including a pair of shutouts, and boasted a
GAA of 1.23 and a save percentage of .960.
That performance earned him a trip down to
the ECHL. Eventually Grumet-Morris traveled
to Europe in 2008 and spent two seasons in
the nets in Jesenice and Graz in Austria. 

Back in North America now, Dov surfaced
for two games in the AHL with the Hartford
Wolf Pack, where he allowed two goals in 91
minutes, recorded a GAA of 1.32 and save
percentage of .935. That earned him a ticket
back to the ECHL with the Greenville Road
Warriors and, in 11 games thus far, he has a
more-than-respectable GAA of 2.08 and save
percentage of .931. Talk about being a glutton
for punishment, but as he told me in
Winnipeg three years ago “That’s just part of
the game and you look ahead to the next
challenge.”

Who knows? Perhaps one day he will be
summoned to Chicago (not to play with the
Blackhawks) rather to have a tête-à-tête with
father Ken, an internist, and mom Mary, a
state attorney, regarding his future.
Post Patter: 

• Defenceman Colby Cohen, 21, drafted in
the second round (45th overall) by the
Colorado Avalanche in 2007, was traded to
the Boston Bruins and sent to their farm club
in Providence of the AHL in late November.
The 6’,3”, 215 lb. skater starred at Boston
University. This year he got into three games
with the Avalanche and played in the AHL
with the Lake Erie Monsters prior to the swap.

• Forward Zach Cohen, 23, no relation,
was undrafted and coincidentally played at
Boston University too. He is presently with
the Lake Erie Monsters, and has two goals
and three assists in 24 games.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hock-
ey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7,
e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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Caring Compassionate PCaring Compassionate Professional Srofessional Serviceervice
you’ve come to trust

Call Elba Haid or
Angela Pollett at

REALCARE
day or night

Ph: (204) 957-7325
fax: (204) 975-1065

e-mail: elbahaid@realcare.ca
Offices at 1008-213 Notre Dame Ave.

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 1N3

Providing:
❤ Alzheimer Care ❤ Palliative Care ❤ Post-Operative Care 
❤ Stroke Care ❤ Long-Term Care ❤ Rehabilitation 
❤ Respite ❤ ‘Coming home’ new Moms and infants

Provided by: INSURED & BONDED
❤ RN’s ❤ LPN’s ❤ Health Care Aides
❤ Home Support Workers ❤ Companions

We offer a variety of programs and services - 
- individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
- Free nursing assessment
- 24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
- At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
- Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Elba Haid
President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

DANIEL FAINMAN
Playing this season
with the Winkler
Flyers of the
Manitoba Junior
Hockey League.

Local pro with the
Charlotte Checkers
of the AHL JACOB
MICFLIKIER.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

OREN EIZENMAN
The Israeli
Torontonian has
become baseball’s
version of Gary
“Suitcase Smith.”

Wandering Jews: Hockey players learn to live out of a suitcase
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Beyond the Pale wins two
Canadian Folk Music awards
NOVEMBER 23, 2010

Beyond the Pale’s CD “Postcards” has
won two Canadian Folk Music awards,
for Instrumental Ensemble of the Year
and Pushing the Boundaries. 

The band attended the gala awards
show in Winnipeg the weekend of Nov.
20-22, and performed in the CFMA
nominee showcase the night before the
awards. 

These are the group’s second and third
CFMA wins, following their previous
nod for Instrumental Ensemble in 2005
with the CD “Consensus.” 

The group is honoured to have been
recognized and expresses its deepest
appreciation to the organizers and
jurors of the CFMAs.

Prior to winning their awards on
November 21, the talented klezmer
quintet put on a fabulous show for the
ten or so people who came to hear them
play at Aqua Books.

Rady Centre’s Chanukah party December 5

Young Idan Medvodovsky wasn’t interested in having his face paint-
ed.

Assembling Chanukiahs requires dedication, a steady hand and the
guidance of an adult - sometimes.

The Rady Centre gym was packed Dec. 5.
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New ‘liberal halachic’ rabbinical school taking
shape in Toronto

By SUE FISHKOFF
(JTA) – When the opening of a new rab-

binical school is announced, the obvious
first question for many is: What denomina-
tion is it?

In the case of a new yeshiva and rabbini-
cal seminary planned for Toronto, the
answer isn’t quite clear.

For now, the plan is for the Canadian
Yeshiva and Rabbinical School, which calls
itself “traditional yet modern,” to open fully
by 2012.

The idea of opening the rabbinical semi-
nary is to train liberal halachic rabbis who
will be well suited to meet the needs of
Canadian Jewry. Organizers say they are
aiming at a middle ground between
Conservative Judaism and what they
describe as an increasingly rigid Orthodox
movement.

“I’m somewhat disenchanted with what’s
happening in the rabbinic establishment
in the United States, especially the direc-
tion Yeshiva University has taken, which
has moved to the right,” said Rabbi Daniel
Sperber, Talmud professor at Israel’s Bar-
Ilan University and 1992 winner of the Israel Prize.

Sperber, an outspoken rabbi on the left edge of Orthodoxy, has
agreed to serve as the new yeshiva’s chancellor.

It will be the first rabbinical school in Canada, a country with more
than 350,000 Jews and some 250 synagogues. The institution already
has a board of governors, trustees, some 40 faculty members and a list
of potential students.

Sperber says he was drawn to the institution’s vision of “a more lib-
eral, more friendly approach to halachah,” or Jewish law.

The school will not be affiliated with any existing synagogue move-
ment.

“We’ve shied away from terminology,” said Rabbi Roy Tanenbaum,
the driving force behind the new yeshiva and past president of the
Canadian region of the Conservative movement’s Rabbinical
Association. Saying that the program “is not for everyone,” Tanenbaum
described its worldview as “totally halachic and particularly
Canadian.”

Canada’s synagogues are served now by rabbis trained in the United
States or overseas. Tanenbaum says they often are unfamiliar with the
Canadian scene and “look toward Washington instead of Ottawa.”

Canadian Jewry is more traditional than its U.S. counterpart. A num-
ber of Conservative congregations recently left the United Synagogue
of Conservative Judaism to join the Canadian Council of Conservative
Synagogues, and several of the new yeshiva’s leaders have been affil-
iated with the Union for Traditional Judaism, which split off from the
Conservative movement decades ago and is based in Teaneck, N.J.

The Canadian Yeshiva and Rabbinical School has been invited to
join the Toronto School of Theology, a consortium of seven Christian
seminaries connected with the University of Toronto. If the deal goes
through, the school will be able to grant advanced degrees jointly with
the university, a bonus Tanenbaum hopes will attract students, faculty
and funding. The school will be housed on the university campus.

The new institution has not yet launched fundraising or recruitment
campaigns, and needs approximately $7 million to open, according to
Tanenbaum. Full-time rabbinic students will receive free tuition and
residence.

“We won’t open until we can guarantee that a student who begins
will be able to finish,” he said.

Sperber, who is on the advisory board of Yeshivat Chovevei Torah, a
liberal Orthodox rabbinical school in New York founded by Rabbi Avi
Weiss, says the major hurdle will be attracting more Orthodox facul-
ty. If the new school becomes identified as a Conservative institution
– a possibility, given that most of its leadership is Conservative –
Sperber said he will withdraw.

Noting that the Rabbinical Association of America, the main body
representing Modern Orthodox rabbis in North America, does not
accept graduates of Chovevei Torah, Sperber said, “It is precisely for
that sort of reason that one has to support [halachic] institutions of a
more liberal nature.”

Helen Thomas makes more public anti-Zionist remarks
(JTA) – Helen Thomas made more anti-Zionist comments in a pub-

lic forum, causing her alma mater to drop an award named for the
longtime journalist. 

“We are owned by the propagandists
against the Arabs. There’s no question about
that,” Thomas said Dec. 2 during a speech to
an Arab-American group in Dearborn, Mich.
“Congress, the White House and Hollywood,
Wall Street, are owned by the Zionists. No
question in my opinion. They put their money
where their mouth is.” 

She added, “We’re being pushed into a
wrong direction in every way.” 

In response Wayne State University, from
where Thomas graduated in 1942,
announced the day after the address that it
would no longer present the Helen Thomas
Spirit of Diversity in the Media Award. The
university released a statement reading in
part that it “strongly condemns the anti-Semitic remarks made by
Helen Thomas.” 

The Anti-Defamation League issued a short statement saying Thomas
“clearly, unequivocally revealed herself as a vulgar anti-Semite.” 

Thomas, 90, a Detroit native who is of Lebanese descent, also said
during the speech that she stands by the controversial comments
about Israel that led to her resignation as a correspondent for Hearst
News Service earlier this year. 

Thomas resigned in June after saying on the sidelines of the first
Jewish American Heritage Month event at the White House that Jews
should “get the hell out of Palestine,” in an interview with Rabbi David
Nesenoff, a blogger with RabbiLive.com, was captured on video. “Go
home,” Thomas said. 

Asked to elaborate on where the Jews in Israel should go, Thomas
said, “Poland, Germany and America, and everywhere else.” 

Thomas, often referred to as the dean of the White House press
corps, was a White House correspondent since the presidency of John
F. Kennedy. Her place in the front row during White House news brief-
ings was sacrosanct for years, complete with a plaque on it bearing
her name – the only such reserved seat in the room. 

Justin Bieber to perform in Israel
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Teen pop star Justin

Bieber will perform a concert in Tel Aviv. 
Bieber, who recently swept the American

Music Awards – winning artist of the year,
favorite pop/rock album, breakthrough artist
and favorite male pop artist – will perform
April 14 in Yarkon Park, Yediot Achronot
reported. 

The concert, part of Bieber’s “My World
Tour,” was booked following negotiations
with seven Israeli producers. Producer Marcel
Avraham, who brought Elton John, Rod
Stewart, Metallica and Leonard Cohen to
Israel, has been chosen to handle the concert,
the newspaper reported. 

Some 60,000 fans are expected to attend
the Canadian teen idol’s concert. The cost to produce the show has
been placed at more than $1.5 million. 

A Facebook page called “Justin Bieber fans in Israel” had 11,537
fans as of Sunday. 

U.S. quits effort on settlement freeze
WASHINGTON (JTA) – The Obama administration reportedly has

abandoned efforts to have Israel freeze its settlements.
“After consulting with the parties, we have determined that a mora-

torium extension will not at this time provide the best basis for resum-
ing negotiations,” a number of media quoted a senior administration
official as saying Tuesday. 

The Palestinians left direct talks in late September, just weeks after
they restarted, demanding that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
extend a partial settlement freeze past its 10-month deadline. 

The Obama administration prepared an offer of security incentives
to entice Netanyahu into extending the freeze, said to amount to $3
billion in addition to the $3 billion Israel already receives annually
from the United States. 

Netanyahu balked at the package and sought amendments, includ-
ing U.S. approval of building in eastern Jerusalem. 

It was unclear whether the U.S. offer, including 20 additional state-
of-the-art fighter jets, is still on the table. The official suggested that a
return to direct talks was not imminent. 

“We hope obviously to get the parties to direct talks, but in the
meantime we will continue our engagement with both sides,” the offi-
cial told Politico.

HELEN THOMAS:
“We are owned by
the propagandists
against the Arabs.
There’s no question
about that.”

JUSTIN BIEBER
Will perform April
14 in Yarkon Park.

RABBI DANIEL
SPERBER: “I’m some-
what disenchanted
with what’s happening
in the rabbinic estab-
lishment in the United
States, especially the
direction Yeshiva
University has taken,
which has moved to
the right.” 
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Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
When sending in Obituaries or Yahrzeits, please
ensure they are either typewritten or legibly printed,
doublespaced. We will not guarantee publication
of material that comes in that we cannot read.
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#1

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SONIA BROWN
who passed away
January 11, 1979
12 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and will
always be remembered by your
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SOPHIE

ELFENBEIN
who passed away
January 12, 2006
12 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends.

5th Yahrzeit

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of

LILYAN  PECK

is most grateful to family and
friends for their kind and generous
expression of sympathy on the loss
of their mother and grandmother.

4th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LEAH

FRANKEL
who passed away
January 3, 2007
13 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, and grandchildren.

10th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SOL GERB
who passed away
January 4, 2001

9 days in Tevet, 5761
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit
In loving memory of

MOLLY GILMAN
who passed away
January 10, 1990
13 Days in Tevet

Deep in our hearts
A memory is kept
Of a dear one we lost
And will never forget
— Forever loved and
remembered by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband, father

and brother

IRVIN

GOLDMAN
who passed away

December 29, 1993
15 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly mised by his wife,
children and brother.

In loving memory of

BELLE GRAND
who passed away

December 25, 1996
15 Days in Tevet

Always In Our Hearts And
Thoughts

Never To Be Forgotten
— And Sadly Missed

By Her Family.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

EDITH CLAIRE

HONIGMAN
who passed away

December 21, 1988
13 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
misssed by her son Archie, her
daughter Brenda, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS

ISENBERG
who passed away

December 25, 2004
13th Day of Tevet

Dad, you are forever on our
minds
Always in our hearts
And very deeply missed
— Love your children and
grandchildren.

6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

FRED KITTNER
who passed away
January 4th, 1996
12 Days in Tevet

Our lives go on without you
and nothing is the same,
we have to hide our heartache
when someone speaks your name.
The special years will not return
when we were all together,
but the love we hold for you within
our hearts, will be with us forever.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
wife Sylvia and sons Brad and
Mark, and sisters-in-law
Charlotte and Vivi.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
PEARL RAYMAN

who passed away
January 4, 1980
15 Days in Tevet

Our hearts still ache with sadness,
And silent tears still flow,
And what it meant to lose you,
No one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

SUSAN

ROSNER
who passed away

December 17, 1998
28 Days in Kislev

— Always remembered, loved
and honoured by her family.

12th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EVA SOROKIN
who passed away
January 12, 1998
14 Days in Tevet

Forever in our hearts
— Always remembered by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, and
family.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

DECEMBER 15

SARAH EDNA FISHER
Mom passed away peacefully on Friday, October 29,

2010 at the Simkin Centre. Left to cherish her memory
are her children, Heather Gillman and Wayne and Ida
Fisher (Waterloo, ON): her dividends - grandchildren
Mark Gillman and Deb Adleman and Andrea Gillman
and Brian Grossman (Vancouver, BC); great-grand-
children Max and Maisie Gillman; brother-in-law Louis
Velin and numerous nieces and nephews. Mom was
predeceased by her husband Max, parents Charles and
Molly Herman; siblings Max Herman, Bernice Fishbein,
Donald Herman and Evelyn Velin; nephew Charles
Velin and son-in-law Tom Gillman.

Mom was born and raised in Winnipeg. After gradu-
ation from St. John’s High School, she worked at
Western Glove Works where she met her husband-to-
be. After raising her family, mom returned to work first
at The Bay and then at Eatons until she retired.

Our family would like to thank the staff of the Simkin
Centre for their care, as well as her companion Gloria
Laoag and her special friend Mia Nimchonok. Funeral
service took place on November 1, 2010 at Bnay
Abraham Cemetery. Pallbearers were Mark Gillman,
Sladen Adleman, Saul London, Sherman Greenberg,
Barry Weber and Mort Dubovsky. We miss her dearly.
May God grant her eternal peace.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

DECEMBER 22

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and sisters.

MAX

BERINSTEIN
who passed away

February 27, 2004
5 Days in Adar

EVELYN

BERINSTEIN
who passed away
January 9, 2004
15 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MOTEL CHOCH
who passed away

December 23, 2009
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.

In loving memory of

SHIRLEY

PACKER
who passed away

December 25th, 2009
9th Day in Tevet 5770

To us she was someone special,
Someone set apart,
Her memory will live forever,
Engraved within our hearts,
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
husband Arnold, children
Cheryl, Mindy (Brad), and
Martin (Michelle); grand-
children Dana (Brad), Kyle,
Jason Jonathan, Kira and
Justin.

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LOUIS

RABINOVITCH
who passed away
January 7, 1971

10 Days in Tevet, 5731
—Ever remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHEILA

ROITENBERG
who passed away

December 23, 2008
26 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDA

ROSENTHAL
who passed away
January 7, 1990
10 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered by her
son, grandchildren, nieces and
nephews.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX BURKE
who passed away
January 1, 1975
18 Days in Tevet

Nothing can ever take away
The love a heart holds dear,
Fond memories linger every day
Remembrance keeps him near.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ANNE (CHANA)

BURSTEN
who passed away

December 24, 1994
21 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ESTHER

GOODMAN
who passed away

December 27, 1998
— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your daughter
Roberta.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISAAC HILF
who passed away
January 5, 1983

20 Days in Tevet, 5743
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his stepdaughter
Lucy Katz, grandchildren
Mel and Esther Verin and
great-grandchildren Jeremy
and Tanya.

We light the eleventh yahrzeit
candle in loving memory of

BILL

KAMINSKY
who passed away

December 28, 1999
19 days in Tevet

Your spirit lives on and always
will.
Times you laughed, gave advice
or just listened echo in the
memories of all those whose
lives you touched.
You will always be remembered
- your legacy will live on.
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by your loving wife,
children, grandchildren
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LOU LEIBL
who passed away

December 27, 2002
22 Days in Tevet

You are missed every day
We remember your strong spirit
Wisdom and encouragement
May your soul be at peace

With much love
— Your family and friends

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRVIN

NISENHOLT
who passed away
January 14, 2004
20 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed by his wife,
children and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

RUTH PERMUT
who passed away
January 14, 2009
18 Days in Tevet

corresponding to December 25, 2010
Two years have passed since
you left us. With loving
memory and heavy hearts we
think of you every day.
Never to be forgotten.
— Ike and the family

In Memoriam

Second Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ANNE

WEINSTEIN
who passed away

December 29, 2004
17 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and
loved by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and friends.

In Memoriam

With happy and loving
memories of our beautiful

CLARIBEL

SIMKIN
who passed away
January 6, 1991
20 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered by her
daughters, son-in-law and
granddaughters.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM POLLOCK
who passed away

December 28, 1980
22 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.



Your Jewish Fairy Godmother is available to anyone with a ques-
tion about coping with contemporary life. She’s clever. She’s wise.
She’s relentless. She cares. And she’s on your side. Everybody needs
one. 

Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:
My ex is a drunk. We were together twenty years, sharing a home,

a law practice, and a son. Three years ago she went bonkers and
told me how unhappy she had been for years, and how she needed
to “find herself.” She moved out, and left me to single parent our

son through his last year of high school. It was depressing, scary, and deeply wounding. I
have been in counseling to deal with my personal issues and have made a lot of progress.
My son is doing fine, and deals with his mom only under carefully controlled conditions.
But the people we used to know as friends, as well as every attorney, judge, and legal assis-
tant in town love to tell me about how she is “hitting the bottle,” “hitting the skids.” “failing
her clients,” “showing up drunk at hearings,” etc., etc., etc. They seem to think I will revel
in her failings. But all it does it make me feel bad that she’s in such sorry shape.

Tired of Hearing It All

Dear Tired:
If what they’re saying is true she’s in sorry shape because she’s making bad sorry choices.

You feel her pain (on her behalf or your son’s). I’m sorry. Many people have a horrible need
to share gossip; that’s why they come running. They may also assume you’ll be happy at her
fall and think it makes you feel better to hear. Plainly said: those people are vindictive idiots
when it’s not their life that’s being dissected. If it gets more personal (unless they’re still
trapped in the anger stage of a divorce), they get more sensitive. 

When they start talking, say, I prefer not to hear about her. Or, Perhaps you know attor-
neys who are in AA; see if they’re willing to contact her. Remember the general rules are for
people in a tailspin: people don’t change until they’re ready; people don’t change until they
hit rock bottom. There are exceptions, but listen up: she is not your problem to fix. All you
can do is to stop the toxicity from getting into your ears, and protect your son from the gos-
sip or her disturbing role modeling and influence.

Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:
I’m newly in love. It’s been a long time (five years since my divorce) and I have forgotten

how completely addictive it is to have your heart, mind, and body so captivated by anoth-
er person. I have zero attention span at work, check my email and text messages more often
every hour than I’ll admit even to you, and have daydreams and fantasies that would make
a sailor blush. I’ve dated some since my divorce, and even had a three-month relationship
with someone who turned out to be married (!?!) but this guy seems like the real meal deal.
I’m in my 40’s and know better than to live together too soon or anything like that. But how
can I get myself back in emotional balance?

Out of Control

Dear Out of Control:
I’m not a scientist but I do recall reading somewhere that when people are newly in love

there’s biology at work. Your body releases a different set of hormones, ones designed to
make you want to have lots of sex. That’s nature’s way of encouraging reproduction, aka the
survival of the species. As Cole Porter said, Birds do it. Bees do it. Even educated fleas do
it. Let’s do it, let’s fall in love.

Unless you have a different, life-threatening, reason to have your personal email open at
work, don’t have it on your screen. Ditto your smart phone. Save those maybe pleasures (or
disappointments, for breaks, lunch, and after work. It’ll also save you the embarrassment of
a coworker ready your email. Be careful what you say. Fantasies can easily turn into
metaphors, and you may find yourself inadvertently saying something that’d be inappropri-
ate or awkward at work. Once the clock strikes 5:00, you’re on your own time and you can
daydream all you like. But if you’re behind the wheel, better to listen to the news until you
make it home.

A Nosh of Jewish Wisdom: He who does not learn forfeits his life. Hillel
www.YourJewishFairyGodmother.com: What does she do? What do you need?

Motivation, Inspiration, Support, Problem solving. Send your questions to helen@yourjew-
ishfairygodmother.com
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY (HASH)

SCHWARTZ
who passed away

December 28, 1996
19 Days in Tevet

Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EVELYN

SHUSTER
who passed away
January 2, 2005
21 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving husband,
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father, zaida and great-zaida
HARRY SILVERMAN

who passed away
December 24, 1983

19 Days in Tevet, 5744
Always in our thoughts

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving daughter
Geri, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SARAH ANNE

TELCHEN

(nee GLASSMAN)
who passed away

December 22, 1994
20 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered by her
nieces and nephews.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BELLA

MANDELL
who passed away on

January 15, 2001
20 Tevet 5761

In our hearts your memory
lingers
Always tender, fond and true
There's not a day dear mother
We do not think of you
Treasured still with love sincere
Memories of her we loved so
dear
Always so good, unselfish and
kind
Few on this earth her equal
we'll find.
— Lovingly remembered and
very sadly missed by your
family.

10th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DOLLY

SILVERMAN
who passed away
January 4, 2002
20 days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, great
grandchildren and sister.

Advice

By

THE JEWISH 
FAIRYGODMOTHER

Ask Your Jewish Fairy Godmother 

Next issue of The Jewish Post & News:
December 29

Deadline for booking advertising or 
receipt of news material:

Dec. 22



Why do two nations engage in a wasteful
arms race when, at the end of the day, having
squandered massive resources, they are no
more secure than they were initially? Why do
divorcing couples routinely engage in a cost-
ly legal process that destroys a substantial
portion of their joint assets when they could
use a less expensive and quicker dispute res-

olution approach? 
In 1971, in the Journal of Conflict Resolution, Martin Shubik, an

economist at Yale University, described a novel auction that provides
valuable insights into how escalation begins and gains momentum as
it proceeds. 

Professor Shubik provided the following rules for auctioning a dol-
lar. Potential buyers publicly call out their bids which proceed in
increments of one or more nickels. The person with the highest final
bid pays that amount to purchase the dollar. Unlike conventional auc-
tions where unsuccessful bidders pay nothing, in Shubik’s “Dollar
Auction,” they also pay the auctioneer their highest bid.

To illustrate, suppose there are only two bidders. If the first bids five
cents and the second drops out, the first bidder gets the dollar for five
cents, gaining nine-five cents. If, instead, the second party bids ten
cents, the first bidder may decide to bid 15 cents, hoping to gain 85
cents, rather than dropping out and forfeiting his bid of five cents. 

Suppose the bidding proceeds until the first bidder has bid 95 cents
while the second bidder has bid 90 cents. The second bidder might
decide to bid one dollar instead of dropping out and losing 90 cents. 

The first bidder would then face the dilemma of bidding more than
one dollar for a dollar, for example bidding $1.05, rather than drop-
ping out and losing 95 cents. He would do so in the hope that the sec-
ond bidder will drop out, but the second bidder might well decide to
bid $1.10 rather than forfeiting his previous bid of one dollar by drop-
ping out. So at this point, the bidders find themselves in a lose-lose sit-
uation to which they have been led by the lure of an easy profit.

Shubik’s dollar auction clearly illustrates how incentives can lead to
escalation, and a mutually destructive outcome, even in the absence
of powerful psychological factors that can fuel the escalation. It has
been used as a suitable metaphor to explain an arms race between
two counties such as India and Pakistan, or the U.S. and the former
Soviet Union. It has also been used to describe a patent race between
two pharmaceutical firms, where the cost incurred on research and
development by the losing firm cannot be recovered.

A striking example of escalation in the court room began in 1987
with a minor dispute between Alex and Suzi Diacou – who shared a
ninth floor loft in a co-op housing unit with their young daughter –
and their co-op board. 

In 1987, the Diacous refused to reimburse the co-op board for the
$909 spent to install window bars in their loft, as required by law for
apartments housing children under ten, arguing that all of the resi-
dents should share this expense. 

The co-op board sued the Diacous to recover the cost of the bars
and legal costs that had grown to $10,000 by 1990. The Diacous
appealed to a higher court which upheld their appeal. The co-op
board appealed to a still higher court. 

By 1993, the Diacous finally decided to settle, agreeing to pay
$30,000 of the co-op’s legal bill of $73,547, as well as their own
lawyer’s bill for $30,000, the $909 owing for the window bars, and
their share of the $43,547 in legal costs collectively borne by all of the
co-op residents. The total cost had escalated more than ten-fold. 

With twenty-twenty hindsight, Alex Diacou reportedly stated “I am
a man converted. Anything you can possibly do to avoid a lawsuit, do
it.” Clearly pride and principle can be very costly. However difficult it
may be to concede before a fight escalates, this may well be the ratio-
nal choice. 
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Irwin Lipnowski

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

R E A L  E S TAT E

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

P RO F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Piano, Guitar & Voice
Studio

 Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 489-9048.

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

MUSIC LESSONS

SENIOR HOME
BEIT-AM

765 Aikins St.
3 Rm (1Bed) $669.00

All utilities inc,balcony etc.

ROSH-PINA CO-OP
133 MATHESON

3 rm. (1 bed) $699.00
All utilities inc,balcony etc.

For information
ph 338-4671
Ext. 2227

Astroid Management

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, December 17 Fast day. Fast begins at 6:33 a.m., ends at 5:11 p.m. Friday, December

17. Candle lighting: 4:10. Mincha: 4:15. Schacharis: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 5:15. Sunday morn-
ing service: 9:00. Weekday mornings: 8:00. Mincha/maariv service for the week of Dec. 19-
23: 4:15.

Friday, December 24. Candle lighting: 4:13. Mincha: 4:15. Schacharis: 9:30. Shabbat ends:
5:19. Mincha/maariv service for the week of Dec. 26-30: 4:20.

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional
Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, December 17 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 4:20 p.m., candle light-

ing 4:10 p.m. Fast Day.
Saturday, December 18 - Vayechi - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 5:15 p.m. 
Sunday, December 19 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, December 20-Thursday, December 23 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening ser-

vice 6:00 p.m.
Friday, December 24 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 4:25 p.m., candle light-

ing 4:13 p.m.
Saturday, December 25 - Shemot - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 5:19 p.m.
Sunday, December 26 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, December 27-Tuesday, December 28 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Evening service

6:00 p.m. Wednesday, December 29-Thursday, December 30 - morning service 7:30 a.m.
Evening service 6:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office. 
Friday, December 17 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 4:10 p.m.
Shabbat, December 18 - Parashat Vayechi - Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan

6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 5:10 p.m.
Friday, December 24 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 4:13 p.m.
Shabbat, December 25 - Parashat Shemot - Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan

6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 5:14 p.m.
Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Holidays 9:00 a.m.Daily

Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service
5:30 p.m.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297

Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom

Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting for Friday, November 19 no later than 4:22 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat

at 4:25 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Vayishlach. Mincha Service at

4:25 p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:23 p.m. Daily Mincha/Maariv Services at 4:20 p.m
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, November 26 no later than 4:16 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat

Shabbat at 4:20 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Vayaishev. Mincha - 4:20 p.m.

Shabbat ends at 5:18 p.m. Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 4:15 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be hold-

ing: on Friday, December 17 - 8:00 p.m. Shabbat Service - Lay led by Sherry Wolfe Elazar
with Cantor Len Udow and the Friday Night Live Band. Friday, December 24 - 6:15 p.m.
Shabbat Service - Lay led by Ruth Livingston. Followed by dinner held off-site (Please RSVP
to templeprez@gmail.com)

SYNAGOGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

Knowing When To Fold

By

IRWIN LIPNOWSKI



By NAOMI PFEFFERMAN 
LOS ANGELES (The Jewish Journal) – Two-time Academy Award

winner Kevin Spacey lifts his fork from his plate of lox and eggs and
jabs it in the air. Tucked away in a back booth at Art’s Deli in Studio
City, he recounts his monologue from the opening scene of the black
comedy “Casino Jack,” which opens Dec. 17. 

The film is inspired by the true story of the disgraced right-wing for-
mer super-lobbyist and Orthodox Jew Jack Abramoff, whom Spacey
portrays. 

In that scene, Abramoff wields not a fork but a toothbrush as he
informs a bathroom mirror that as a result of “a s–-load of reading and
studying and praying,” he’s come to some conclusions that he’d like to
share, ostensibly with the reporters and FBI agents circling him. 

“You’re either a big leaguer or you’re a slave clawing your way onto
the C train” is one of them. “You say I’m selfish – f– you,” is another.
“I give back, plenty.” 

Later he says, “I’m humbly grateful for the wonderful gifts that I’ve
received here in America, the greatest country on the planet! I’m Jack
Abramoff and, oh yeah, I work out every day.” 

Spacey portrays a hubris-filled, over-the-top character – the real lob-
byist really did brag about his exorbitant fees and about working out
every day – but director George Hickenlooper also envisioned him as
a kind of empathetic anti-hero. 

Hickenlooper died unexpectedly last month at 47 of what appeared
to be natural causes, two weeks before his scheduled interview with
The Jewish Journal. But he detailed his journey to “Casino Jack” in his
introduction to the published screenplay, including the myriad hours
he spent interviewing Abramoff at the Maryland prison where he was
serving time on counts related to defrauding Native American tribes,
the purchase of gambling cruise boats and other charges. 

“Casino Jack” is, according to Hickenlooper’s account, a kind of
first-person opera, from Abramoff’s point of view. 

In the film, the mega-lobbyist wheels and deals, but also davens,
lays tefillin and is passionate about his family and funding charities,
including a short-lived all boys’ Jewish day school, The Eshkol
Academy. The character reveals that he was motivated to become a
“real” Jew as a secular teenager in Beverly Hills after seeing the film
version of “Fiddler on the Roof.” Abramoff’s mob-connected associate,
Adam Kidan (a hilarious Jon Lovitz), seeks to insult the lobbyist by
calling him a “fake Jew.” 

“Maybe no one would want Jack Abramoff to be humanized, but
that’s my job,” said Spacey, who also met with Abramoff in prison. “I
don’t sit in judgment of the characters I play.” 

In fact, Spacey has earned awards and kudos playing nuanced,
morally ambiguous characters in such films as “American Beauty,”
“The Usual Suspects” and “L.A. Confidential,” among his myriad roles

in film and theater. 
For the Journal interview, it was his choice to meet at Art’s “because

I do tend to like delis – I grew up in the Valley – and this is where I’m
more comfortable than some chi-chi fab restaurant that everyone says
is the greatest place on earth.” 

Spacey hates the term “Hollywood” – “That’s a city,” he opined, and
he isn’t into the culture of “who’s hot and who’s not.” 

In 2003, Spacey settled in London to serve as artistic director of the
Old Vic Theatre because he “wanted to change my life.” 

In person, the 51-year-old actor is by turns droll, cerebral and
charming, but he doesn’t mince words. Asked whether some viewers
might perceive “Casino Jack” as whitewashing Abramoff, he pointed-
ly replies, “What does that mean?” 

Apparently some Republican observers were concerned that the film
might do the opposite, given that Spacey is a prominent Democratic
activist and a poker buddy of President Clinton’s. Spacey even por-
trayed Al Gore adviser Ron Klain in 2008’s “Recount,” another dark
comedy about politics – one reason Hickenlooper wanted him for
“Casino Jack.” 
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Kevin Spacey gets in touch with his inner Jew in ‘Casino Jack’ 

DiCaprio converting to Judaism?
(JTA) –

L e o n a r d o
DiCaprio is
rumored to be
c o n s i d e r i n g
converting to
Judaism for his
longtime girl-
friend, Israeli
supermodel Bar
Refaeli. 

The possible
conversion by
DiCaprio, a
non-practicing
Catholic, is a
sign that the
p o p u l a r
American actor
and Refaeli will
marry, the Daily
Mail reported
Sunday. 

“Leo’s sudden intense interest in Israel, its culture and religion is the
clearest sign yet that he intends to marry Bar,” said an anonymous
source quoted in the London newspaper. 

DiCaprio has visited Refaeli in Israel several times, most recently in
November. It has been rumored for months that the couple are
engaged. 

KEVIN SPACEY as Casino Jack: “Maybe no one would want Jack
Abramoff to be humanized, but that’s my job. I don’t sit in judgment
of the characters I play.”

LEONARDO DICAPRIO and his longtime girl-
friend, Israeli supermodel BAR REFAELI: It has
been rumored for months that the couple are
engaged. 


