
By BEN SALES
NEW YORK (JTA) – When President Donald Trump

recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, many foreign pol-
icy experts called it a blunder. It could spark a conflagration
of violence in the city, they said. It would alienate
Palestinians who revere the city and ice any remaining
hopes of a peace process. It could be the death knell for an
increasingly elusive two-state solution.

“Raising this the way he has done doesn’t advance the
cause of peace, it doesn’t advance the cause of stability in
the region, it doesn’t make Israel safer, and it doesn’t make
the United States any safer,” James Cunningham, a former
ambassador to Israel who served under Presidents George
W. Bush and Barack Obama, told the Atlantic Council. “It
raises a significant risk with very little upside as far as I can
see.”

But a countervailing chorus of analysts, mostly on the
right but stretching to the center, says the opposite: Trump’s
recognition of Jerusalem is a strategically savvy course cor-
rection of American foreign policy. It has not hurt prospects for peace,
they say, and there’s a good chance it will help.

“U.S. recognition of Israeli sovereignty over Jerusalem might con-
tribute to peace,” Douglas Feith, President George W. Bush’s undersec-
retary of defense, wrote in Foreign Policy. It teaches Palestinians, he
wrote, that “[t]here is a price to be paid for perpetuating the conflict: Life
goes on, the Israelis create new realities, and the world in general adjusts

to those new realities.”
Trump’s declaration showed that the United States would

not be cowed by extremism, tweeted Amos Yadlin, who
heads the centrist Israeli Institute for National Security
Studies and affiliates with the center-left Zionist Union
party. Resisting threats of violence changes the contours of
peace negotiations, he added.

“Trump was not intimidated by the threats from Ramallah,
Amman, or Ankara,” Yadlin wrote in a Twitter thread, refer-
ring to the Palestinian, Jordanian and Turkish capitals,
respectively. “The refusal to bow to the threats and black-
mail, together with the message that the Palestinians do not
have veto power, [is] a very important precedent for the
future of the peace process.”

Jewish groups, meanwhile, largely praised the move as a
recognition of Jewish historical and religious claims to the
city, long overdue, as well as an acknowledgement of
Jerusalem’s status in modern Israel as the seat of govern-
ment. But many of them, too, reiterated their support for the

two-state solution and urged Trump to double down on that cause.
“This is a significant step that acknowledges reality: Jerusalem is the

political capital of the country and has been the spiritual heart of the
Jewish people for millennia,” read a statement by the Anti-Defamation
League, which has not shied away from criticizing Trump’s actions in the
past. The statement went on
to urge “the rapid resumption

By BERNIE BELLAN

O
ne day after President Trump made a
public announcement that the United
States recognized Jerusalem as the cap-

ital of Israel, CIJA (The Centre for Israel and
Jewish Affairs, which describes itself as “the
advocacy agent for Jewish Federations” in
Canada), held a teleconference call in which
three prominent Jews were asked to comment
on Trump’s move.

The three were: Dr. Ezra Lerman, former
deputy for foreign policy and international
affairs at the National Security Council in the
Israeli Prime Minister’s Office; Michael Oren,
Deputy Minister in the Israeli PMO and former
Israeli Ambassador to the U.S.; and Shimon
Fogel, CEO of CIJA.

The conference call was moderated by David
Cape, current Chair of CIJA. Cape noted that
over 1,000 individuals had been invited to lis-
ten in on the conversation, although no one
other than the three panelists and him was
allowed to speak. Also, prior to the conference
call, invitees (including this writer) had been
allowed to email questions which they might
wish to ask the panelists. It was not apparent,
however, than any questions other than ones
that occurred to Cape were asked of the pan-
elists.

Although each man spoke articulately, it

seemed clear that no one was going to offer
anything that might be considered the least bit
critical of Trump’s decision.

Here though, is a report of some of what
was said:

Michael Oren spoke first. (He was billed as
providing the “Israeli perspective”.)

Oren said, “The decision can redound to the
benefit of the Palestinians…The Palestinians
can say: ‘You made this gesture to Israel; you
can now make a gesture to us.’”

“The Palestinians have left the negotiating
table repeatedly and were incentivized for
leaving the table…They have paid a price for
not negotiating.”

“We are confident that the (Trump) plan will
provide for the security of Israel…In 1995
both Houses of Congress passed a bill calling
for the embassy to be moved to Jerusalem”
pending a ‘waiver’. (Since then, each six
months successive presidents have issued that
waiver. It is yet to be seen whether Trump will
actually break with that tradition. In fact, it
may be years before the American embassy
moves to Jerusalem – if at all.)

Oren went on to say that “no move by a
power in the Middle East is confined to the
Middle East. The U.S. President has re-estab-
lished credibility that will be recognized by
other powers such as Iran and North Korea.”
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David Cape asked Oren whether it would be possi-
ble for Jerusalem to be both the capital of Israel and
a Palestinian state?

Oren answered that “Palestinians should come to
the table. We understand that their position is differ-
ent. With goodwill we can come to an understand-
ing.”

Oren also noted that Russia recognized West
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel in April (although
the Russians did not recognize Israeli sovereignty
over all of Jerusalem.)

Ezra Lerman was supposed to provide an interna-
tional perspective on Trump’s announcement, but
what he ended up offering was another sanguine

Continued on page 19. see “Trump”.

Continued on page 18. see “CiJa panel”.

miChael oren ezra lerman shimon Fogel

Why these experts say Trump’s Jerusalem recognition will help the peace process

James
Cunningham

former u.s.
ambassador to israel



By BERNIE BELLAN

A
n interesting discussion about the situation of the Jewish population
of France took place Wednesday evening, December 6th, at the River
Heights Community Centre. Once again, as seems to be the case so

often these days, the discussion was organized jointly by Winnipeg Friends
of Israel and Bridges for Peace. 

The evening was billed as “The alarming reality for the Jews of France”.
The evening began with an overview of the situation for French Jews as
provided by Peter Fast, Deputy National Director of Bridges for Peace.
Prior to his remarks Fast screened a film that depicted the stark facts that
confront so many French Jews these days, including the absolute intimida-
tion anyone who wears religious garb faces on a constant basis. With fre-
quent attacks on Jews, including their murder – as happened in the case of
a young French Jew by a gang of Muslims in 2006 ; an attack on a Jewish
school in Toulouse in 2012 by a Muslim extremist; and an attack in a
kosher supermarket in Paris in 2016 - again, by Muslim extremists, there
has been a marked increase in the emigration of French Jews to Israel.

According to Fast, between 2002-2015 there were more anti-Semitic
attacks in France than any other European country (a total of 4,192 inci-
dents in France during those years). France does have the highest Jewish
population of any European country (465,000 in 2014), followed by the
United Kingdom (270,000), but until quite recently (when Germany wel-
comed a million Syrian refugees), it also had the largest Muslim population
by far (4.7 million in 2016) of any European country.

During his remarks Fast noted that anti-Semitism in France has taken on
quite a different complexion over the years. Whereas in the 20th century it
was confined largely to right-wing elements within the population, also
within much of the Catholic Church, beginning with the second intifada,
which started in 2000, anti-Semitism became much more closely associat-
ed with Muslims and with the radical left. Interestingly, as Fast noted, most
French Jews and French Muslims have roots in North Africa, but not much
else in common.

As a result of the dramatic rise in anti-Semitism in France, a great many
French Jews either actively immigrated to Israel or prepared plans to do so
if events were to worsen even more. In a graph that he showed on screen,
Fast pointed to the dramatic increase in the number of Jews who moved to
Israel between 2012-2016 as evidence of the degree to which French Jews
live in fear. (What Fast didn’t note, however, and which I discovered later
on, was that, according to a Times of Israel article, some 15-20% of French
Jews who have immigrated to Israel within the past five years have
returned to France. It seems that the lack of employment opportunities is
the principal driver of that reverse migration.)

Yet, with no sign that anti-Semitism in France will be abating, Fast
claimed that “Israel is bracing for a mass aliyah of French Jews”. 

“Hundreds of thousands will want to get out,” he predicted, with most of
them headed to four communities for the most part: Netanya, Carmiel, Tel
Aviv, and Eilat. 

Following Fast’s introductory remarks, we heard from three Jewish
women, all of whom lived in France: Rena Secter-Elbaze, Sophie Gaulin-
Budniak, and Laura Ainouche.

Rena Secter-Elbaze, who grew up in Winnipeg and lived in Israel for a
time before moving to France in 1986, where she met her husband Daniel
Elbaze and completed a PhD in communications, returned to Canada with
her family in 2007. She is now the Director of Engagement and Education
for Congregation Shaarey Zedek, having served in a variety of roles for
various Jewish organizations since returning to Winnipeg.

For Secter-Elbaze, living in Nice was somewhat removed from the more
tense atmosphere that was felt by Jews living in other parts of the country, par-
ticularly Jews in Paris. “In the 1980s anti-Semitism came from the extreme
right,” she said, as exemplified by Jean-Marie Le-Pen, (leader of the National
Front until he was succeeded by his much less abrasive daughter, Maron).

“It (anti-Semitism) was not so much from the Arab population” in the 80s
and 90s, Secter-Elbaze noted. In 1987, however, with the outbreak of the
first intifada, “things began to change,” she noted.

“A lot of pseudo-intellectuals from the Arab community began inciting
young Arabs against not just Jews, but the French in general,” Secter-
Elbaze explained.

Then, in the 2000s, a series of riots broke out in a number of French
cities, she noted, culminating in the burning of over 2,000 cars in 2005.
(Later, during a discussion among the three panelists, it was pointed out
that a large part of the reason for young Arabs rioting was that they were
largely confined to certain geographic areas of the major French cities,
where they suffered from very high degrees of unemployment.
Interestingly, the Arab populations in France, by and large, do not live in
inner cities, which is typically the case for underclass populations in North
America; rather, they live in suburbs.)

Yet, for the most part, Secter-Elbaze said that she “felt fairly comfortable
in Nice”, even as anti-Semitism was spiraling upward in cities such as Paris
and Marseille. It was when she tried to organize an “Israel week” at the
campus of the university at which she taught in Nice in the early 2000s
though, that Secter-Elbaze realized that things had changed markedly for
Jews everywhere in France.

“I was told that it’s okay to” advocate on behalf of Israel “in private, but
not in public,” she observed. At the same time, she could see that “anti-
Semitism was now coming largely from the left. At public rallies people
were screaming ‘death to the Jews’,” Secter-Elbaze noted. 

As well, “when I came to Nice I didn’t see Muslim women wearing head cov-
erings,” she said, but by the time she left France, it was so much more common.

All the same, Secter-Elbaze said that “we didn’t leave France (in 2007)
because of anti-Semitism, but now that I’m here, I’m happy to be here.” 

Sophie Gaulin-Budniak is the publisher and editor of La Liberté,
Winnipeg’s French language newspaper. She first came to Winnipeg as a
student in 2003, but when her student visa expired, she was forced to return
to France. She came back to Winnipeg in 2006 and began working for La
Liberté, becoming its publisher and editor in 2009.

For Gaulin-Budniak, coming to Winnipeg was less about anti-Semitic
pressures than it was because she “fell in love with Winnipeg.”

In France, she said, “people are rushing all the time; they’re always honk-
ing at you.” That’s not the case in Winnipeg, she insisted.

Yet, there were noticeable changes in attitudes toward Jews in France that
made her feel much less comfortable there. “I had a Magen David that I
never felt safe to wear in France,” Gaulin-Budniak observed.

Still, growing up in France, she had “many Muslim friends,” Gaulin-
Budniak noted. What she didn’t like was that in the last few years she lived
in France, “I was being enticed to hate Muslims.”

“The Muslim community is not anti-Zionist,” Gaulin-Budniak stated,
“but radical Muslims are.”

A pivotal moment in her life – and in the lives of other French Jews
occurred in 2006, however, with the brutal murder of a young French Jew
by the name of Ilan Halimi, who was kidnapped, tortured and murdered by
a Muslim group known as the “Gang of Barbarians”. “For the first time in
my life I felt physically sick” over the idea that Jews were in danger,
Gaulin-Budniak said.

Yet, she assigned much of the blame for resentments among young
Muslims to past policies of French governments, which “bear a sense of
responsibility for having confined the Muslim community into separate
compartments.”

The fact that French Muslims have grown to identify Jews as being dom-
inant in such areas as the media is truly ironic, Gaulin-Budniak suggested,
because “if there is one country in the world where the media is not con-
trolled by Jews, it’s France, where the conflict (between Israelis and
Palestinians) is constantly portrayed as one between ‘David and Goliath’,
she explained. “That’s exactly what the Nazis did” in attempting to depict
Jews as powerful.

For Laura Ainouche, coming to Canada with her young family was not so
much a decision to move
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Dire situation of Jews in France discussed at recent event

a graph presented at the December 6 event showing the marked
increase in the emigration of French Jews to israel in recent years

Panelists and moderator for the discusssion about French Jews (l-r):
laura aintouche, rena secter-elbaze, sophie gaulin-Budniak, and
Yolanda Papini-Pollock.

Continued on page 7. see “French Jews”.
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By hOLLY hARRIS 

E
ver since her earliest days
growing up in Winnipeg’s
fabled North End, Serky

Goldberg has blazed a trail of
visionary leadership and steadfast
service - born the same year as the
founding of the Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg, including its
Combined Jewish Appeal
Campaign, now celebrating its 80th

anniversary. 
The inspiring octogenarian with

boundless zest remarkably served
as the CJA’s second only female
Campaign Chair between 1985-86,
following its first Chair, Nora
Kaufman who led 1984-85, at a
time when boardrooms still teemed
with men. She also served as co-
chair of the CJA’s Women’s
Philanthropy Division with Sharon
Wolchock from 1981-82, and con-
tinues to canvass tirelessly on
behalf of the Campaign that
launched in September, now wrap-
ping up its annual fundraising drive
in support of 18 local, national, and international Jewish agencies. 

“I always saw myself as an individual who had strong convictions,” the
self-described feminist states at the Garden City home she has shared with
retired dentist husband Ben for 48 years. “I wasn’t trying to make a point
about women, but felt I was just a human being
that could stand up and make a difference,” she
says. Goldberg also credits her own mother,
Lillian (Mozersky) Dozar, and maternal grand-
mother, Faiga Soudack – both philanthropic pio-
neers, with deep roots in Winnipeg’s Jewish
community for over a century - as empowered
role models, with a strong commitment to Jewish
education, the community-at-large, and to the
creation of an Israeli State. While their husbands
were busy being breadwinners, the women not
only raised children, but also ran study groups
and honed their skills with local Zionist organi-
zations, forging strong bonds and organizing
fundraising committees dedicated to establishing
basic Jewish services that ultimately led to the
creation of what was the foreruner of the JFW in
1938. 

As a past Campaign Chair, one of Goldberg’s
proudest achievements has been bringing “Super
Sunday,” to Winnipeg, which she was to do after
attending the General Assembly for the Jewish
Federations of North America in Detroit in the
early 1980s, and modeled on Washington, D.C.’s
prototype originally held on Super Bowl Sunday. 

The CJA Campaign’s first Super Sunday
Telethon held at the old “Y” on Hargrave Street
raised an unprecedented $400,000 that first year
– still to be topped – with this year’s event held
September 10th raising over $120,020. 

As a devoted mother, Goldberg is especially
proud that her three children are following in her
philanthropic footsteps, including sons Harold
and Martin, and daughter Elana Schultz, who
successfully chaired the Women’s Philanthropy
Division from 2015-16. 

Similarly, her nine grandchildren - and  now a
new baby great-granddaughter Bella Lily - are
also involved in philanthropy, speaking to the
continuity of generations and importance of set-
ting an example for younger family members to
follow. 

“My mom has been a mentor to me when it
comes to being a volunteer in the Jewish com-
munity,” now inspiring her own daughters to

serve, Schultz affirms via email. 
“Whenever I have questions related to the Jewish community…my first

and usually only phone call is to my mom. She has been a great support to
me over the years.” 

Another highlight has been participating in two Federation mission trips
to Israel in 1990 and 2004. Goldberg feels they are important for offering
unique opportunities that a tourist would likely never get to experience.
During the 1990 mission led by her husband Ben, the 30-member group 

serKY golDBerg 
Winnipeg Jewish Federation 

2017 CJa Campaign “80 Years of impact” 

SERKY GOLdBERG with her granddaughters and daughter (l-r):
granddaughters LIAT and ABBIE SchuLTz, SERKY,  daughter
ELANA SchuLTz and  granddaughter dAfNA SchuLTz

Photo credit Myron Schultz

serKY golDBerg circa 1986

Continued on page 13. see “serky goldberg”.



I
t’s been more than two weeks since President
Trump made his surprise announcement
about recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s capi-

tal. I admit that I was one of the many individu-
als who expected a very violent reaction from
within the Arab world.

Now that it appears that those fears were large-
ly overblown, one wonders what will happen
next. The idea that someone like Donald Trump,

who gives all the appearances of being almost totally devoid of any knowl-
edge of history, could have judged the time right to make a move that could
totally upset the dynamics of whatever peace process may have existed
between Israelis and Palestinians, is pretty hard to swallow. Yet, it’s actu-
ally possible that Trump, for all his sheer bluster and braggadocio, might
have done something that none of his predecessors deemed possible, i.e.
recognize that the Palestinians will never be willing to negotiate honestly
with the Israelis and change the channel, so to speak.

Looking back, when Mahmoud Abbas rejected then-Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert’s offer in 2008 to give back to the Palestinians almost 95% of the
West Bank and to turn the Old City of Jerusalem over to international con-
trol, it became apparent that no Palestinian leader would ever accept from
any Israeli leader anything less than 100% of his demands. (It seems, how-
ever, that Abbas was actually very close  to accepting Olmert’s offer -more
than anyone realized at the time. Years after he rejected the deal, he told
Israeli interviewers that the reason he couldn’t accept the offer was because
Olmert had shown him a map of what was being offered, but wouldn’t let
Abbas keep the map to study it. If what Abbas has said is true, Olmert
wanted him to make up his mind the very same day Olmert made the offer.
Apparently, had he had a chance to study the offer in detail, Abbas has said
that he would have been willing to accept it – but perhaps he simply said
that because he realized what an opportunity he had missed and looks like
such a fool now.)

There will undoubtedly be sporadic acts of terrorism committed by
Palestinians against Israeli Jews in the months to come but, given the past
history of regular terrorist attacks by Palestinians no matter what the cir-
cumstances might be at any given time, the notion that Trump’s move will
lead to a third intifada now seems highly unlikely. In 2000, Yasser Arafat
was able to ignite the second intifada – which took over 1,000 Israeli and
over 5,000 Palestinian lives, simply by sending instructions to his under-
lings to begin rioting. Even if Abbas wanted to attempt to do something
similar, moreover, Israeli security has now improved to the point where it
can quell any major disturbance without having to invade Palestinian cities,
which it was forced to do  during the second intifada. What is even more
surprising so far though is the relatively muted response from Hamas to
Trump’s announcement. There have been some isolated instances of rock-
ets being fired, but nothing like what one might have expected, based upon
past experience. Perhaps the lessons learned by Hamas as a result of three
disastrous wars with Israel (in 2008-09, 2012, and 2014), have finally taken

hold.

But, there is some-
thing else that has
occurred over the past
few years – and which
hasn’t received the
recognition that it
ought to: the tremen-
dous strides that Israel
– along with the United
States, have made in
cutting off the financial
sources of terrorism

I just finished reading
a book about which I
was made aware as
soon as  it was pub-
lished last month by the
name of “Harpoon”.
The book tells the story
of how various levels
of Israeli intelligence
and counterintelligence
- primarily led by the
Mossad, along with a
n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l
Israeli organization
known as “Shurat
Hadin” (with which I
became quite familiar
three years ago when I
went on a security tour

organized by that organization), have struck blow after blow against the
PLO, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and Hezbollah by cutting off the
sources of their funding.

I hope to have a review of the book done by the next issue; it’s a fasci-
nating read, but quite a complex story though and I’ll have to re-read many
parts. At the heart of “Harpoon” is the fundamental realization that organi-
zations such as Hamas and Hezbollah are enormous criminal enterprises
that are able to survive only with the assistance of conniving and complic-
it financial institutions around the world that are only too willing to funnel
money to terrorist organizations while maintaining veils of secrecy under
supposed banking confidentiality requirements.

One of the primary aiders and abetters of Hezbollah, it turns out, was  a
bank that had a strong Canadian connection, known as the Canadian
Lebanese Bank. It is astonishing to learn how central a role a bank with the
name “Canadian” in it played in supporting Hezbollah for so many years.
Interestingly, under a totally secret American operation that was created
following the 9-11 attacks, Americans penetrated the inter-banking opera-
tions that operate under the acronym “SWIFT”. (Anyone who has ever
engaged in making a bank transfer to another bank would have been asked
to provide a SWIFT code. The fact that an American agency was monitor-
ing all inter-bank transfers for years was such a closely-guarded secret that
it was only on very rare occasions that the Americans made use of infor-
mation they had gathered, so as not to alert the administrators of the
SWIFT system (in Belgium) that their supposedly impenetrable security
had been breached.)

The person most responsible for creating Operation Harpoon was the late
Meir Dagan, who also served as head of the Mossad for nine years (from
2001-10). There is a strong Winnipeg connection to Dagan in the person of
Nathan Jacobson, who grew up here. Apparently Jacobson was heavily
involved in helping the Mossad many times. If you’d like to read a full-
length article about the very intriguing Nathan Jacobson, enter a search for
“Nathan Jacobson National Observer article.” I’m sure you’ll find it fasci-
nating. 

But, as I noted, through a variety of ingenious tactics, Israelis, often with
the assistance of Americans, have been striking at the financial tentacles
that link terrorist organizations to the banks, money dealers, and phony
charities that have provided cover to them for years.

It will take more seasoned journalists than me to try to figure out whether
the relatively muted response from Palestinians to an announcement that,
had it been made some years ago, would no doubt have led to a hugely vio-
lent reaction, is in no small part due to the financial predicaments in which
both the PLO and Hamas now find themselves, i.e. they’re both desperate
for cash. Whereas Yasser Arafat was able to tap into the hundreds of mil-
lions, if not billions of dollars, that he had siphoned off from the all-too-
willing Western governments that lent him support – along with oil-rich
Middle Eastern sheikhs, to finance rioting and terrorism whenever he
thought the time was right to do so, poor Mahmoud Abbas has no such
windfall to call upon.

As for Hamas, while Iran has stepped in to fill the role previously filled
so generously by the Saudis as that terrorist organization’s primary finan-
cial supporter, it would appear that even Hamas does not have the motiva-
tion to provoke Israel into what would undoubtedly end up as yet another
devastating blow to the Gaza Strip.

Does all this mean that President Trump will somehow break the logjam
that has settled into what once was described as a “peace process”? That
hardly seems realistic now that all the cards would seem to be in Israel’s
favour. Never mind that not one other country seems to be prepared to fol-
low suit and recognize Jerusalem, i.e., a unified Jerusalem, as the capital of
Israel. The fact that, no doubt to the relief of the vast majority of Israelis,
the response around the world, other than the expected demonstrations
from Palestinians and their supporters, has been so relatively muted, is as
sheer an indication as any that Israel will not be forced into making any
concessions to Palestinians in the future. 

Which is not to say that the prospect of Israel retaining control over
Palestinians for as long as one can envision is something that we should
applaud. The fact that a small number of religious zealots living in West
Bank settlements can control Israel’s political agenda –with the full support
of American Evangelical Christians, is not something about which we
should rejoice. That is hardly the fulfillment of the historical Zionist dream.

Speaking about history, the Jewish Heritage Centre has landed one of the
world’s pre-eminent historians as the guest speaker for the next Kanee
Lecture, which will take place April 15: Margaret MacMillan. MacMillan
first made her name with her seminal work on the Paris Peace Conference
of 1919: “Paris 1919: Six Months That Changed the World”.

Anyone who has heard Margaret MacMillan speak is well aware how
stimulating a speaker she is, and one who can consistently lace her remarks
with formidable wit. I, for one, am looking forward with great anticipation
to her giving the 2018 Kanee Lecture.

By

BERNIE BELLAN
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Comment

First, let me say I am a strong Zionist. I have lived and studied in Israel
and  I love Israel with my very soul. 

There is, in any deal, a give and take by both parties. It’s always impor-
tant to judge if a positive move by one party is seen as a negative move by
the other party when you are attempting to get a deal. If a particular action
will only make a deal more difficult to obtain, then one must judge how
much you really want that deal. Thus, the recognition of Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital by the U.S. is a heavy blow for the Palestinians and the Arab
world to take. 

Trump is supposed to be a great negotiator, but his move here is puzzling,
since it seems like there was no strategic planning behind it. If one under-
stands the art of making and obtaining concessions, Trump is getting noth-
ing in moving in the direction he has taken. He has not moved the parties
closer for settlement; rather, he has caused further polarization, particular-
ly in the Palestinian camp. It is generally accepted by Middle East experts
that Trump has moved the parties further part by recognizing Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital

The question is: Do Israel’s government and the U.S. government truly
wish to obtain peace knowing they are acting in a fashion which is per-
ceived by Palestinians as tremendously detrimental?

How much violence will be caused by this dangerous move by the U.S.?
How many people will be killed? Why weaken the framework of a poten-
tial agreement, making the gap between the parties even wider than it was? 

Jerusalem is controlled by Israel. It is its capital in every way. Most min-
istries and agencies of the government are in Jerusalem, as well as the par-
liament of the country - the Knesset. This has been accepted as fact, if not
in name, by most Palestinians and the Arab world for more than 50 years
now, since 1967.  But - Jerusalem also has great meaning for the Islamic
world, and more than 300,000 Muslims live there. (Read more at
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium)

This fact needs to be respected and acknowledged by Israel. There is no
reason the Israeli government cannot state that it understands that East
Jerusalem is on the table in any future peace  negotiations. It may even be
a positive strategic tactic if done correctly – and diplomatically. There must
be pressure put on the Palestinians from the U.S., Europe, and the Arab
world to get going on negotiations. Israel is in a great position to be mag-
nanimous in any negotiations. Being respectful and generous will only
place Israel in a better position to move towards peace. The question in any
negotiations is how motivated the parties are to reach a deal. So far, we
have not seen much motivation by either party. 

It’s important to understand that Muslim rage is not just translated
through the kind of  violence we see on news reports. It also works its way
through the courts, the Knesset, and a range of government bureaucracies
and agencies. I did not realize this myself until Arab Israeli students I was
teaching at Tel Aviv University’s graduate program in conflict resolution
began to share various experiences they had living in Israeli society. It was
a real eye opener! 

This is not the place to get into the details of the many examples they
gave me of how they were discriminated against by the Israeli legal system
in particular and within Israeli society in general. As someone who felt
some discrimination growing up in a non-Jewish section of North End
Winnipeg, I knew what discrimination felt like. (I remember the first time,
at the age of nine, I was called a dirty Jew!) Yet, what I had experienced
was nothing compared with  the degree to which my students had experi-
enced discrimination. When I got back to my apartment in Ramat Aviv I
started to note each student’s example of discrimination. As I was writing,
I felt their hurt. It was awful! Israel was surely better than this!

I then began to teach my students democratic theory and how they they
were at least nominally  full and equal citizens of Israel. Granted, one
would hope that those students would not resort to violence, but instead

work within the democratic institutions and structures that supposedly exist
within Israeli society. However, Trump claiming that Jerusalem is solely an
Israeli City will not help either Palestinians or Arab Israelis believe they
can work within the system. Trump’s move will lead them to believe vio-
lence is the only alternative and that Jews are their enemies!

It’s important to keep in mind that “When the United Nations voted to
divide British Mandatory Palestine in 1948, it intended two states to
emerge: Israel and an Arab-Palestinian state. Jerusalem – with its mixed,
Jewish-Arab population and an essential place in the history and belief sys-
tems of Christians, Muslims and Jews the world over – was not to belong
to either state. Rather, the UN proposed that the city be administered by an
international regime, until the time when Israelis and Palestinians could
agree on an equitable and permanent arrangement for sharing it”. (Source:
Haaretz https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-1.827782)

Jerusalem’s longest-serving mayor, the late Teddy Kollek (mayor from
1965 to 1993) believed the city should be proclaimed an international city
run by the UN since, he argued it, belonged to Christian, Muslims, and
Jews.

My view is simple, however, and it is the view of the majority of Israelis,
as polls have shown time and time again that what they desire more than
anything else is peace. Trump’s thoughtless understanding of the dynamics
of the negotiations between the parties will not help achieve that goal.

It is the wise negotiator who realizes something that is of great advantage
for his side but will be seen as a huge negative  by the enemy is not ulti-
mately to his benefit to pursue.

I would love Jerusalem to be recognized as the capital of Israel by all
countries of the world! But, like anything in life, one must weigh the costs
to having that become more than what it had been until Trump’s announce-
ment: something we could pay lip service to without pushing it forward on
the agenda. There are many in Israel who understand that we are about to
pay a huge cost for what might initally seem wonderful. As my late father
used to say, “If it looks too good - it is.” 

As one of the founding fathers of Israel (whom I had the great pleasure
to know) Shimon Peres argued: When you have two alternatives, the first
thing you have to do is to look for the third that you didn’t think about -
that doesn’t exist, to obtain success! 

Alan Levy
Alan Levy is an Associate Professor at Brandon University and a media-

tor and arbitrator. He is currently doing research on whistleblowing law in
Canada as compared with other Western countries. He  is currently on
leave Brandon University and is based in Winnipeg.

Trump’s move to recognize Jerusalem as israel’s capital was wrong

Re: Article on NCJWC Winnipeg
The following email, directed to Rebeca Kuropatwa, was received by The

Jewish Post & News in response to an article about various Winnipeg
women who have served as National President of the National Council of
Jewish Women.

Hi Rebeca,
Well, you did it again. You have written another fabulous article! Thank

you for working so hard to get NCJWC into the news. As NCJWC’s newest
president, I am always excited to read about our incredible leaders and past
initiatives. There is so much of which we can be proud.

We have had so many wonderful leaders who have come from the
Winnipeg Jewish community. I am glad you have shared this vibrant his-
tory and have highlighted the focus of Winnipeg Section moving forward.

It is important that the work being done by our organization continues to
be in the news. I hope we can count on you, Rebecca, to be our scribe.
Warmest regards,
debbie Wasserman
President NcJWc

LETTERS

american president acknowledges reality with recognition of
Jerusalem as israel’s capital

By MYRON LOvE
With his official recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital city two weeks

ago, American President Donald Trump stated the obvious. And, as to those
who say that he went against decades of American foreign policy on the issue,
I would like to point out that the American Congress about 22 years ago voted
almost unanimously to move the American embassy from Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem – meaning that Trump is carrying out the will of Congress – as he
should be doing.

Refusing to recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel to me has always
made as much sense as the American Government’s refusal to recognize
Communist China for more than 20 years or the Cuban Government until just
recently. The facts on the ground are the facts even if there are people who
want to pretend they are not.

So why the sudden furor? Russia’s Putin stated last spring that Jerusalem is
Israel’s capital – although he is hypocritically condemning Trump now for also
stating the obvious. (Ed. note: Putin recognized West Jerusalem as Israel’s cap-
ital, not all of Jerusalem.

The diplomats of all countries that have relations with Israel all have to trav-
el to Jerusalem to present their credentials, thereby implicitly recognizing
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital city.

But, oh my! What about the “peace process”? There is no peace process.
There is no such thing as a “peace process”. And even if there were, why
would moving the American embassy from Tel Aviv to west Jerusalem, the
location of Israel’s Knesset and home of its president. make any difference?

West Jerusalem has always been a Jewish area. The Palestinians have never
had any claim on it. And no one in their right Continued on next page.
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Myron Loe

S
haron Love is one of the many
unsung volunteers who have,
over the years, helped make

our community the thriving com-
munity that it is. As her brother, I
am proud to report that she is this
year’s recipient of the Rady JCC’s
Sid Slonim Award – which was pre-
sented to her at the Rady JCC
Annual General Meeting on

Tuesday, December 12, 2017, at the Asper Campus.
The award was first given out in 2015 in memory of Sid

Slonim, a long-time member of the Rady JCC and before
that, the YMHA, who passed away in 2014. Slonim symbol-
ized the values of the Rady JCC, bringing people together
through their participation at the centre. An active member
of the Rady JCC, Slonim established “Sid’s Group”, where
he enjoyed the camaraderie of working out with other mem-
bers. Devoted to maintaining a healthy, active lifestyle,
Sidney swam six days a week, and served as a role model to many.

“I am overwhelmed and humbled by this honour,” Sharon said in accept-
ing the award. “As a volunteer, I believe you do for the good of everyone
without expecting anything in return.”

Throughout her life, Sharon has always shown an enthusiasm for all
things Jewish – Yiddishkeit, Israel and the Rady JCC among them – and
she enthusiastically gives of her time in all areas. Both of us were YMHA
teen division club members who went on to become volunteer leaders for
the younger groups. Sharon essentially never left.

“I still remember as a nine-year-old walking into the building on
Hargrave for the first time,” she says. “I was inspired by some of the lead-
ers we had - people such as Shirley Grosser and Marg Donaldson. And, in
teen division, all of our clubs had to do a community service project. I even
remember standing on street corners – that’s what we did in our baba and
zaida’s day – collecting money for causes such as the Mount Carmel Clinic.
I made lifelong friends from my membership in the Y. clubs.”

Sharon joined the board of the Y. ( later the Rady Centre, now the Rady
JCC) in 1983 and served for 17 years as a board member. “When I walked
into my first board meeting,” she recalls, “I didn’t know anyone there. Gail
Corne, Elaine Charlat and Hester Kroft immediately welcomed me and
invited me to join them. I try to follow their example and be welcoming to
others.”

Sharon swims at the Rady JCC
almost every day.

She has been a long-time member
of the Rady Sports Dinner commit-
tee, that dinner being the Rady’s
annual fundraising event and the
largest such event in Winnipeg.

This I.L. Peretz Folk School
graduate also has a lifelong love
affair with the Yiddish language
and works in numerous ways to
keep the language alive and thriv-
ing in our community. She was one
of the founders of the Group for
Yiddish Heritage, she remains a
dedicated supporter and listener to
the Jewish Radio Hour, Sundays
from 1:30-2:30 on Radio Station
CKJS and is an active member of

the Women’s Yiddish Reading Circle at the Syd Glow’s Place at the Gwen
Secter Creative Retirement Centre.

At the Rady JCC AGM, she also put in a plug for the upcoming tenth
annual Mamaloshen Festival of Yiddish Entertainment and Culture – of
which she is one of the organizers. The festival takes place in June.

As for Israel, Sharon first visited our Jewish homeland in 1972 and has
been back several times since, most recently on a JNF tour last March. 

Locally, she has been a member of ORT (Atid Chapter) for over 30 years
and, for many years, co-ordinated her chapter’s annual fundraising
Christmas gift-wrapping program.

“What I like about ORT,” she says, “is that the schools provide students
with the education and skills to become self-sufficient and improve their lot
in life.”

Perhaps Sharon’s greatest accomplishment was looking after our mother
Gladys in her last years. She passed away in 2015 at the age of 96 – but
with Sharon’s help was able to remain in her home and get out and about
in the community. Sharon managed to handle the heavy responsibility of
being a home care provider while still maintaining her activities in the
community.

“If you are going to stay on the periphery, you aren’t going to get your
voice heard,” she concludes. “It gives me a feeling of satisfaction to be able
to contribute to the community.” 

Sid Slonim Award winner Sharon Love recognized for lifetime of volunteering
AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

The late Sid Slonim’s son, Ross, presenting
award named after his father to Sharon Love
at the Rady Jcc AGM, held dec. 12

mind can really believe that a majori-
ty of Israelis would ever support an

Israeli government which proposed ceding all or most of Jerusalem to the
Palestinians.

Neither did Trump categorically declare that all of Jerusalem had to remain
part of Israel. He stated that any division of Jerusalem was dependent on nego-
tiations between Israelis and Palestinians – just as was the situation before
Trump’s announcement.

The Winnipeg Free Press quotes one Idris Elbakri, a local doctor of
Palestinian origin (and past president of the Manitoba Islamic Association) as
saying that “the U.S. just affirmed its support for one of the longest standing
military occupations in the world and the subjugation of one people by anoth-
er. What it will do is embolden the Israeli authority in their subjugation of the
Palestinian residents of Jerusalem, who by international law are under military
occupation. Their suffering will increase.”

Military occupation of Jerusalem? That is blatantly ridiculous. About two-
thirds of the people of Jerusalem are Jewish. Are they living under “Israeli mil-
itary occupation”? Are Winnipeg’s Aboriginal people living under Canadian
occupation?

Is Elbakri not aware that many of the “Palestinian” Arabs living in Jerusalem
are Israeli citizens? The Arabs living in Jerusalem have more freedom living
under Israeli rule (where they also benefit from Israeli healthcare, the opportu-
nity to receive Israeli educations and the protections of the Israeli legal system)
than Palestinians living under the rule of the Palestinian Authority in the PA-
controlled areas (of the West Bank) or under Hamas rule in Gaza.

And in a letter to the editor in the Free Press, Shahina Siddiqui engages in
purple prose about the soil of Jerusalem being “drenched with the blood of
Jews, Muslims and Christians” and that Trump, “with the stroke of the pen, has
made sure that history repeats itself”.

She also seems to be equating the Trump recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s
capital with Chinese economic dominance, the Kurdish referendum, tensions
in south Asia, North Korean nuclear ambitions and wars in Yemen and Syria,
among other situations. What do any of these have to do with Jerusalem? I
don’t see any connection.

Now Siddiqui is not alone in expressing fear of renewed violence between
Israel and the Palestinians. Diplomats, political leaders and media all would
have us believe that the Palestinians are peaceful people who are not constant-
ly being exhorted to violence against Israelis and Jews by their leaders. And, it
is true that the Palestinian leadership did promise hellfire and brimstone.

So how did the Palestinians’ “three days of rage” turn out? It seems to have
been more of a whimper than a roar, according to Palestinian Arab writer
Bassam Tamil, writing on  the Gatestone Institute website on December 10:

“It seems that the real anger is showing up in the international media, not on
the Palestinian street,” he noted. “The massive presence of the international
media in Jerusalem and the West Bank has taken even the Palestinians by sur-
prise. Since Trump’s announcement on December 6, dozens of additional jour-
nalists and camera crews have converged on Israel to cover ‘the big story’.

“But is it really a new intifada, or is it simply wishful thinking on the part of
the swarm of foreign reporters?

“In the past few days,” he wrote, “we have seen wild exaggeration in the
media as to what is really happening in and around the Old City of Jerusalem.
What is evident, however, is that the number of journalists and photographers
covering the protests in the city has thus far exceeded the number of Palestinian
protesters.”

Tawil quoted foreign reporters reporting that the number of journalists
camped out at the Damascus gate anticipating action repeatedly greatly out-
numbered the actual number of protesters and that tourists and residents in the
Old City milled around peacefully as usual.

“There are nearly 300,000 Arabs living in Jerusalem, and the truth is that the
vast majority did not take part in any of the small protests, which were staged
deliberately as a show for the dozens of journalists who converged on the city,”
Tawil wrote. “With the exception of the two incidents at Damascus Gate and
Salah Eddin Street, the remaining 28 Arab neighborhoods of Jerusalem were
mostly quiet, with nothing dramatic happening.

“The bored journalists were forced to don their helmets and bullet-proof vests
and head to the West Bank, in the hope of capturing scenes of the ‘New
Intifada.’ What they found in the West Bank, however, was not unusual: minor
‘clashes’ between stone throwers and Israeli soldiers occur almost every day.

“Protests against Israel and the US are not uncommon on the streets of
Ramallah, Hebron and Bethlehem. But for the ‘war correspondents’, there is
nothing more exciting than standing behind burning tires and stone throwers
and reporting from the heart of the ‘clashes’. Such scenes make the journalists
look as if they are in the middle of a battlefield and are risking their lives to
bring the story home to their viewers. They might even receive an award for
their ‘courageous’ reporting from danger zones!

“That is what happens when you are afraid to go to Yemen, Libya, Syria or
Iraq to cover the real bloodshed.

“Newsflash for the journalists: There’s nothing new on the Palestinian street.
Palestinian threats of violence and walking out of any ‘peace process’ is old,
old news. Jerusalem is not on fire. Jerusalem is tense, and has long been so,
because the Palestinians have not yet managed to come to terms with Israel’s
right to exist. That is the real story. The Palestinians rage and rage and rage for
only one reason: because Israel exists. Put that in a story and publish it.”

Continued from previous page.
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fAYE ROSENBERG-cOhEN
community Planning and Allocations
director, Jewish federation of Winnipeg

In the winter of 2016, the Community
Planning Committee of the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg undertook the Community
Conversations as the first step in long range
planning for the future of the Jewish community
of Winnipeg. Consultations began by asking par-
ticipants to consider how they saw the commu-
nity today and how they’d like to see it tomor-
row. After collecting more than 4700 lines of
data from more than 400 participants, five
themes emerged. One of these themes was the
community’s inherent duty to look after its most
vulnerable members.

Strengthen community caring 
Some of the deep needs in the Jewish commu-

nity were named repeatedly:
• Affordable housing solutions for seniors to

include support services and kosher food.
• Reducing senior isolation and improving

transportation to promote access to Jewish life.
• Include and support those struggling with

poverty, addictions, disabilities, and mental
health challenges.

• Availability of kosher food at an accessible
price.

• More ways to mitigate the effects of poverty
and support emergent needs.

Rabbi Tarfon speaks about the responsibility to
perfect the world in Pirkei Avot, Ethics of our
Fathers, “It is not incumbent upon you to finish
the job, however, neither are you free to stop try-
ing.” It is clear from the teachings of our great
sages and their understanding of Jewish values
that the work of looking after community mem-
bers who need some assistance is a fundamental
value that defines Jewish community.

The gaps that were identified were accompa-
nied with praise for the services of Jewish Child
and Family Service who already assist clients in
accessing the full array of public services, pro-
vide additional support to help them live their
lives, and access Jewish programs and services
that are a fit for each individual. The programs of
the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre and the
Rady Jewish Community Centre were also men-
tioned with pride by participating seniors. 

Some of the more challenging needs were dis-
cussed, needs that parallel increased needs in the
general community but have a Jewish twist to them. 

Affordable housing for Seniors and for
Adults with various challenges 

As adults age, they may reach a moment when
they require some assistance with daily living,
such as help with meal preparation, laundry, and
other tasks. Those who have created and main-
tained a Jewish home all their adult lives then

face living in circumstances that are not con-
ducive to their Jewish life. In addition there are
many seniors in the Jewish community on fixed
incomes who cannot afford to purchase the nec-
essary support services or move into a supported
environment that would suit their basic needs,
even without a Jewish context. This circumstance
also affects younger adults with disabilities, men-
tal health challenges, or financial challenges.

What is needed? Participants’ words highlight-
ed the needs succinctly: Close to Campus, easy
access to the bus; support services to meet a
range of needs and independence; a Jewish
home, with access to Jewish society; kosher
food, affordable for all incomes.
Significant Questions:

• What is affordable for adults whose income
ranges from social assistance and Canada’s Old
Age Pension to substantial personal retirement
income? 

• How can we achieve the desired Jewish con-
text and proximity to the Asper Jewish
Community Campus?

Inclusion and Support for those struggling
with various challenges 

Addictions, mental health challenges, and dis-
abilities were mentioned by family members and
friends as factors that keep individuals from feel-
ing connected to and participating in Jewish
community life. Most of those who spoke about
themselves and their challenges did not use the
word poverty even though financial challenges
were mentioned frequently. Comments reflect
the sense of rejection that perhaps can be over-
come with more accessible subsidies and pro-
gramming efforts to include low income individ-
uals and families. 

For example: Transportation from the North
End or Transcona to come to an event at the
Campus requires an investment. For some that’s
more than an hour each way on two or three
buses and travelling alone at night. Taxi rides
can cost $25-$40 in each direction. The invest-
ment of time or money is daunting, but the
resulting feeling of disconnection is unfortunate-
ly common.

While some individuals offer rides to those
elders they know, they are limited in the size of
the car. One person suggested that each event
organizer offer to arrange carpools and rides.

For some, even the ticket price to an event is a
challenge. But there is not always an obvious
way to request assistance with the price.

Members of the Vancouver Jewish community
who are living with poverty tell their stories in
the video, “Am I a Jew to you?” . One single par-
ent sums it up with this thought. “Everything in
the Jewish community costs.” 

Two of these brave story tellers highlight the
indignity they feel in having to ask for food or

have Kosher Meals on Wheels delivered because
they can’t afford to buy food. Even going to syn-
agogue or the JCC feels inhibiting because they
can’t afford to buy new clothes. 

These sentiments were echoed in conversation
with Winnipeg Jews.

Simplified, single point of access to subsidies
One approach to addressing affordability of

Jewish life is to improve the process by which
families and individuals receive discounted rates
for core community services. This process was
mentioned both by those who do or might wish
to apply, as well as senior communal profession-
als who see an opportunity to improve the
process and reduce the burden on each organiza-
tion to assess financial ability.

The development of a single access point for
Jewish community subsidies is seen as a lower
stress, more efficient approach to providing sub-
sidy by both recipients and providers.

With comments from community members
about not applying because they ”couldn’t take
the stress”, or refusing to even try to apply since
they are not poor, one goal of a new process is
clear: Reduce the indignity and intimidation fac-
tors inherent in applying for subsidies. It is in the
best interests of the community to have families
of all income ranges fully involved in Jewish
community life. 
Significant questions:

• What should every Jew be able to access?
How does affordability relate to broad goals like
educating every Jewish child?

• Who should judge what is the appropriate
payment for an individual or family? How do we
overcome the reality that the applicant feels sub-
jected to indignity through this judgement?

If you’d like to talk about this topic or get
involved, contact Faye @ frcohen@jewishwin-
nipeg.org, 204.477.7422

Community Conversations (fifth and final in a series)
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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to Canada as it was to get out of France.
“We just wanted to leave France (six years ago),” she explained.

“My husband and I said, ‘We are not safe in France’.”
“My mother cried and said ‘Don’t leave us’,” Ainouche said (and

as she told her story she herself broke down and began crying).
“We had good jobs there,” she explained, “but we are safe here. I don’t want to have a family

where it’s not safe.”
Later in the discussion Rena Secter-Elbaze noted that, last year, on behalf of the Jewish

Federation of Winnipeg, Mel Lazareck and Ken Zaifman actually went to France to try and make
the case for some members of the French Jewish community to come to Winnipeg – just as Evelyn
Hecht had done successfully with some members of Argentina’s Jewish community in the early
1990s. when she was the Federation’s Community Relations Director. According to Secter-Elbaze,
the Jewish Federation even went to the trouble of running a large ad in a major French Jewish news-
paper trumpeting the attractiveness of Winnipeg to French Jews.

Apparently though, although there were some exploratory visits by some French Jews here, so far
none have taken the step of moving to Winnipeg. In a subdequent conversation that  I had with
Shelley Faintuch, outgoing Community Relations Director for the Jewish Federation, Shelley
explained that it might take years for an individual or family in France to make the move to
Winnipeg. They might have to wind up or sell a business, and sell a home,  Shelley noted. She sug-
gested it is too early to assess the results of the Federation’s foray into France lst year.According to
an article in the Canadian Jewish News, however, some 200 French Jews have moved to Montreal
in the past couple of years.

French Jews
Continued from page 2.
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Temple Shalom News

It’s wonderful! Temple Shalom launched its capital campaign on
November 5th, and results have been outstanding. We raised $400,000
in the first month!

Long-time members, new members, and non-members have come
forward with great generosity: a $100,000 donation from the
Chochinov/Graham family; $25,000 donations from the Gabors, from
the Wolfsons, and from Linda Freed; numerous donations at the
$10,000 level; and many many more from the entire board and staff,
from congregation members, and from community leaders who belong
to other synagogues but believe we fulfill an important role in the com-
munity. The Asper Foundation and The Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba have made significant contributions. 

There was a great turnout for the launch, where people enjoyed the
thoughtful words from Rabbi Tepper, from Campaign Co-Chairs Miral
and Robbie Gabor, and from Linda Freed, Temple President. We heard
superb music from Len Udow and Janet Pelletier-Goetze, and there
was a lovely reception sponsored by Party Stuff and Joy Coffee Bar,
with music from Romi Topper.  

The Reaching Out Reaching Up campaign is a road-map to our
future as the only Reform Jewish synagogue in Winnipeg.  The
response to the campaign shows that we are recognized as a leader in
the Jewish community.  We are planning for our future and one major
step is to ensure the building’s infrastructure meets our future needs.
Stay tuned for the rest of our plans!

For information about the campaign or to make a contribution please
call 204-795-4770 or email  and we’ll call you!

Fri. Dec 22 7:30 pm Shabbat Service lay led by Ruth 
Livingston with Cantor Len

Sat. Dec 23 noon Yoga Shalom
Fri. Dec 29 6:15 Shabbat Service lay led by 

Elliott & Elaine Saunders
Sat. Dec 30 noon Yoga Shalom
Wed. Jan 3 1:30 pm Health & Well Being Program – 

Personal Safety
Fri. Jan 5 7:30 pm Shabbat Torah Service lay led by 

Allan Finkel with Janet Pelletier-Goetze
Sat. Jan 6 noon Yoga Shalom
Sun. Jan 7 10:30 am Judaic School resumes
Wed. Jan 10 4:30 pm Hebrew School resumes
Fri. Jan 12 7:30 pm Shabbat Service
Sat. Jan 13 noon Yoga Shalom

New tutorial service provides 
program tailored to 

learning style of each student
By MYRON LOvE

Ian Brojges, the director for
Tutor Doctor in Winnipeg,
works on the belief that educa-
tion should be customized, not
standardized. 

“We take the time to under-
stand the way each student
learns and adapt our teaching
to coincide with the student’s
needs,” Brojges says. “We fol-
low a complete approach
intended to empower students
to reach their full potential.”

Brojges, who has over 15
years of teaching and tutoring
experience in Winnipeg,
Toronto, Jerusalem and
Calgary, acquired the Tutor
Doctor franchise for Winnipeg
in October. Tutor Doctor start-
ed in Toronto and has been
around for 17 years with
branches in 16 countries.

“I am really enthusiastic about being associated with Tutor Doctor,” he
says. “It allows me to pursue my passion for teaching, use my skill set
and help people.”

Each client’s association with Tutor Doctor, Brojges explains, begins
with a free in-home visit and 45-60 minute assessment of the student’s
needs. “I act as the co-ordinator,” Brojges says. “The home visit and
assessment helps me get to know the student, make recommendations
and match the student with the appropriate tutor. For specialized clients,
we can provide tutors online if necessary. Tutor Doctor has its own online
platform, with access to hundreds of tutors, and we keep abreast of the
provincial Department of Education curriculum guidelines and materials.

“And, after every session, I meet with the tutors to go over what mate-
rial was covered and how the progress is going.”

He adds that there is no pressure to sign on to the program and no oblig-
ation arising out of the initial meeting. As well, Tutor Doctor offers a 60-
day money-back guarantee if, for whatever reason, the client is not happy
with the service.

Brojges notes that for the same fee, several members of a family can
access Tutor Doctor tutors for different educational needs. “We work
with all ages and all educational levels,” he says. “We serve the whole
city, and we are prepared to teach at any and all locations, be it in the
home, the school, university or religious institution.”

Brojges is marketing his new tutoring service wherever and whenever
he can. “I am giving out flyers,” he says. “I am doing pop-up events. I am
doing promotions.”

Word of mouth is also helping, he adds. And of course, he is online.
“I am convinced that our tutoring service is the best service available,”

he says.

Readers can contact Brojges at 204 599-9614 or at ibrojges@tutor-
doctor.com. They can also visit, www.tutordoctor.com/winnipeg-south/

ian BroJges
“The home visit and assessment
helps me get to know the student,
make recommendations and match
the student with the appropriate
tutor.”
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Yiddish page/Harry Warren

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust
at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

itay zutra the i.l. Peretz Folk school Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
university of manitoba.

english summary of Yiddish column
In the 1950s and 1960s, Yiddish poets from New York

visited Israel to observe the Zionist state. They were offi-
cial guests of the government wanting to prove the supe-
riority of Israel to Jewish life in the diaspora. The poets
Jacob Glatstein and Aron Glantz Leyeles visited Tel Aviv,
kibbutzim, the IDF, and the holly sites. After eating
falafel and floating in the Dead Sea they returned to New
York unconvinced. A freylekhn khanuke!

We are seniors
Are annuities right for you?

I’ve written about annuities
before, but it’s time to revisit
this type of investment. Are
annuities good investments?
Do they suit everybody? When
do they apply and for whom?
On November 25th. 2017 the
Winnipeg Free Press published
a table with the average annu-

ity rates of the top three companies selling annuities. 
They do this every Saturday. A senior who is trying to

get by on  income from G.I.C’s alone could receive a larg-
er guaranteed income from an annuity. It’s worth a look.

What do some of the terms associated with annuities
mean? “Life Annuity” simply means that a life insurance
company agrees to pay an annuitant a guaranteed month-
ly income as long as that person is alive. The “10-year
minimum” means that if the annuitant dies before 10
years, the remaining installments will be commuted in a
lump sum and paid to the beneficiary of the annuitant. 

A “Joint Life Annuity” with a 10-year minimum insures
two people (usually husband wife) to pay the designated
annuitant a lifetime income, but in the event of that per-
son’s death the same income is paid to the joint annuitant
for their life time.

The “Term to age 90” annuity simply pays a designated
income to the annuitant to their age 90. Is it all taxable?
Only if it is paid out of Registered Funds (e.g. R.R.S.P. or
R.P.P Registered Pension Funds. For non Registered
Funds, only a portion of the income is taxable.

By the age of 71 people who have R.R.S.P.’s have to
designate how they want to receive a mandatory payout.
The options are a R.R.I.F. (Registered Retirement Income
Fund) or an Annuity. The R.R.I.F. is the most popular
option as it allows you to self manage the investments and
the government designates how much you have to receive
in income each year. 

So, why bother with  an annuity? If you have a guaran-
teed source of income that meets your basic needs, you
are in a position to look at  investing some of that income
into dividend-paying stocks as a source of additional
income in your retirement. Dividends receive a much
more favourable tax treatment than interest income from
G.I.C’s.

There are many other uses for annuities. You might con-
sider  combining one with a life insurance policy which
would pay the amount of one single premium for an annu-
ity through a life insurance policy for the same amount.
Thus, you provide for a surviving spouse by guaranteeing
them a regular income upon your death.

Some companies may offer a higher payout under an
“impaired annuity” for a person who is in poor health. An
annuity could be part of an estate plan for a beneficiary to
receive a guaranteed lifetime income from the proceeds of
an wstate.

On the lighter side, how about a few definitions? 
Bacteria: The rear portion of a cafeteria. 
Wino: The opposite of why yes? 
Polygon: A dead parrot. 

By

HARRY WARREN
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Community news

By MYRON LOvE

O
n Tuesday, December 5, the Jewish Heritage
Centre of Western Canada opened its latest exhi-
bition, “Green Blankstein Russell and

Associates: an Architectural Legacy”  – a joint venture
with the Winnipeg Architecture Foundation. The event
was held at the Berney Theatre and featured an intro-
ductory lecture by Jeffrey Thorsteinson, co-author –
along with Brennan Smith - of “GBR: Green Blankstein
Russell: An Architectural Legacy”.

(Smith and Thorsteinson are also the exhibit cura-
tors.)

Thorsteinson’s presentation provided not only an
overview of the history of one of Canada’s leading
architectural firms, but also an overview of the con-
struction of virtually every major building project in
Winnipeg over a time span ranging from the 1920s to
the present day. Among the projects in which GBR was
involved were: the Centennial Complex, City Hall, the
original Winnipeg International Airport, the original
Polo Park, the Post Office building downtown (which is now the Public
Safety Building), the Dayton Building downtown, the National Research
Council Building, several current facilities at the University of Manitoba
and Wildwood Park in Fort Garry.

Of interest to the Jewish community, GBR was the architect of record for
the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, the Glendale Golf and Country Club, the
old YMHA downtown and the Asper Campus – as well as a housing pro-
ject in Jerusalem’s French Hill District which was the largest housing pro-
ject in Jerusalem’s history at that time.

In introducing Thorsteinson, Susan Algie, the Winnipeg Architecture
Foundation’s executive director, noted that “GBR: Green Blankstein
Russell: An Architectural Legacy” involved more than two years of
research. “Jeff and Brennan interviewed many of GBR’s former employees
and relatives of the firm’s principals and former employees,” she said.

Of particular help, she noted, was Blankstein f -amily historian and
record keeper Arthur Blankstein – a son of Cecil Blankstein. Unfortunately,
Arthur Blankstein passed away just over a year ago before the book and
exhibition came to fruition.

Cecil Blankstein came from a family of architects. His father, Max, was
Winnipeg’s first Jewish architect and Cecil’s younger brother, Morley, was
also a member of GBR.

As Thorsteinson noted, GBR was founded in 1932
when Cecil Blankstein went into partnership with
Lawrence Green, both graduates of the University of
Manitoba’s School of Architecture. They were joined in
partnership a couple of years later by Leslie Russell and
Ralph Hamm – also University of Manitoba grads.
(Hamm, unfortunately, died at a relatively young age in
the early 1940s.)

In his lecture, Thorsteinson pointed out that GBR prid-
ed itself on always being on the leading edge of interna-
tional architectural design. The Wildwood Park subdivi-
sion – built in 1946 – was the first residential garden
suburb on the Prairies. The neighbourhood was modeled
on the plan of Radburn, New Jersey, and featured hous-
ing in a parklike setting with roads only on the outside.

He noted that GBR designs in the 1930s emphasized
clean lines, with an Art Moderne edge – a style which
gave way in the 1940s to a modernist look exemplified
by the new Shaarey Zedek Synagogue. In the 1950s, the
trend in architecture was to a mix of clean, orthogonal

lines, concrete, brick and glazing – and, once again, GBR was a trailblazer.
In the 1960s and 70s, the firm continued to grow and go from strength to

strength with projects such as the new City Hall, the Centennial Complex
and the airport (as noted previously) plus many others.

In 2004, GBR was acquired by Edmonton-based Stantec Inc.
“GBR was unique in Canada in the variety and scope of its work,” Susan

Algie commented. “The firm had a significant impact on the look and his-
tory of 20th century architecture in Winnipeg.”

The exhibit is on until February 15. Funding for the project was provid-
ed by Canada Council for the Arts, Stantec, the Manitoba Association of
Architects, the City of Winnipeg and the Province of Manitoba.

In introducing the GBR exhibition, Dan Stone,  Chair of the Jewish
Heritage Centre’s Programs and Exhibits Committee, also urged those in
the audience to mark the date on their calendars for the 13th annual Sol and
Florence Kanee Distinguished Lecture Series on April 15. The event is the
JHC’s major fundraiser. The featured speaker will be University of Toronto
historian Margaret MacMillan, the author of “Paris, 1919” and, more
recently, “The War that Ended Peace: The Road to 1914” and “History’s
People: Personalities and the Past”.

For further information about the lecture series, contact general manager
Ilana Abrams at 204 478-8590.

new Jewish heritage Centre exhibit a paean to 
architecture firm that designed the asper Campus

Ed. note: We received the following email from histori-
an Sharon Graham:

My name is Sharon Graham, and I’m a University of
Manitoba doctoral student in History. I’m hoping that the
alumni of the Winnipeg Jewish Orphanage can help my
research by telling me their memories of life in the
Orphanage.

I have been researching the history of the Orphanage
for some years now, and while I have found a large num-
ber of documents written by the adults who ran the Board
of Directors and the staff, there are fewer stories that tell
about the lives of the children.

The Jewish Orphanage and Children’s Aid of Western
Canada was founded in 1917, after the merging of two earlier Jewish
orphanages. It operated as an orphanage and boarding school for Jewish
children from Fort William to Vancouver.

Some of the kids in the Orphanage were orphans, some were there
because their families experienced poverty and could not adequately
care for them. Some others were boarders, whose rural parents sent them
to Winnipeg to get a better education. Many of the Orphanage alumni
have kept in touch through their alumni group or because they have
stayed friends with the children they lived with so many years ago. Many
remember the Orphanage fondly, but some others suffered from the sep-
aration from their families or from the family crises that brought them to
an institution. The alumni group has held fast to the concept of tzedakah
that funded their Orphanage, and have used their network of friends to
raise money for worthy causes.

Rabbi Reuben Slonim’s memoir of his childhood in the
Orphanage, Grand to Be an Orphan, is a wonderful
description of his experiences as an orphan, and many
people have recommended it to me. I always enjoy read-
ing this memoir, but it is not the last word on the
Orphanage kids’ experiences. Slonim was only one of
many children who grew up in this unique home.
Although Rabbi Slonim did his best to list some of the
children and the families that he encountered in the
Orphanage, his memoir could not include everyone. And
his story could not describe the life of a girl in the
Orphanage, or the life of a rural boarder who lived at the
Orphanage during the school year, but was able to return
home during the summer.

I want to know how the Orphanage alumni feel about this time in their
lives, and am asking that if anyone would like to tell me their story to
please contact me. I will be recording our conversations and referencing
the transcripts of the interviews when I write my thesis.

I will be asking questions about your families, the circumstances that
brought you to live in the Orphanage, what you thought about the edu-
cation and the recreational activities given to you, and how you got along
with the staff. However, if you do decide to let me interview you, you
can always refuse to answer any question and to use a false name or just
your initials.

I won’t be contacting people directly to ask them to participate, so that
no one should feel pressured to participate. If you would like to tell me
about your life in the Orphanage, please email me at umgrah76@myu-
manitoba.ca. Thank you, Sharon Graham, University of Manitoba.

Historian Sharon Graham seeking alumni from the 
former Jewish Orphanage for help in research project

JeFFreY ThorsTeinson

sharon graham



Wednesday, December 20, 2017, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   11

Profiles

R
achel Rubin, a
Gray Academy
2012 graduate

and a current nursing
student at Red River
College, placed first
along with her team-
mate, Elyse Griffith,

at the seventh annual International Nursing
Skills Competition in Shanghai, China this past
November.

Rubin first pursued a science degree before
deciding that nursing was the right path for her.
Her interest to participate in this particular com-
petition was piqued last year, when Red River
decided to take part for the first time.

“This was the first year that any Manitoba
school attended and participated in the competi-
tion,” said Rubin. “But, I believe last year was
also the first year some Canadian schools attend-
ed.

“Once Elyse and I were selected, we went
through a training process. We were selected in
early-to-mid September and the competition was
mid-November. So, once a week, along with
another student who was our alternate, we’d go
to a practice session with a couple of instructors
and go over skills and scenarios – like how you’d
deal with certain things and we’d practice over
and over different situations.”

The training also included situations such as
having a mock patient who was having post-surgery delirium and trying to
pull out their IV. So, the students needed to be able to effectively assess the
situation, call the doctor, get an order to help calm the patient, put in a new
IV, and explain what was happening to a family member.

“I enjoy competition, but I’ve always been a fan of travel and meeting
different people around the world,” said Rubin. “I think that’s the most
important way to gain insight into practice -  to see how people do things
differently, understand where they’re coming from, and understand their
culture. Then, you can bring some of that back to your practice as well.

Being able to go to Shanghai and meet other
nursing students from around the world seemed
like a good opportunity.”

According to Rubin, the preparation, more
than the competition itself, instilled a lot of con-
fidence in her skills. “I think that will benefit me
throughout the rest of my program,” said Rubin.
“Once I start my practice...but also, I’ve been
able to see how nurses from different countries
do things a little differently. And, I’ll be able to
take that into account and bring the best bits of it
from the countries into my practice.”

Some of the countries that participated in the
competition included; the U.S.A., Australia, the
United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Denmark,
Finland, and Norway, as well as several Chinese
and Taiwanese schools.

“I think that placing as well as we did really
showed how strong of a program we have here at
Red River College, and how prepared we are for
any situation – how prepared we are to deal with
any eventuality...not just knowing the skills step
by step,” said Rubin. “We were taught how to
adapt and how to think critically.

“I think that’s a huge factor. But also, we were
well prepared and trained by our instructors who
were really passionate about giving us the tools
to do our best...and they definitely did that.”

As for the prize, Rubin and Griffith received a
trophy that will be displayed at the school. They
both also received a certificate and a small cash

prize.
Rubin feels her success comes from having grown up in a supportive

Jewish community. “I just think that the community and the environment I
grew up in…I did participate a lot in the community...definitely gave me a
lot of support and helped me develop who I am as a person today,” said
Rubin. “So, I think that I can definitely thank the wider community and all
the places I’ve participated, for helping me to just become confident in my
skills and be able to feel comfortable participating and putting myself out
there.”

Winnipeg nursing student Rachel Rubin first place co-winner in nursing skills competition

By

REBECA  kUROPATWA

Community leaders harold and Dee Buchwald unmatched 
in scope of community involvement

raChel ruBin (left) along with teammate
elYse griFFiTh, at a nursing skills com-
petion recently held in shanghai, China

By MYRON LOvE

“T
o build a better community, you need
people who have the courage to per-
severe,” says Dee Buchwald. “You

find projects you believe in and give them
everything you have.”

Both Dee and her husband, the late Harold
Buchwald, exemplified that philosophy in
spades. In this tenth of a series highlighting
outstanding Jewish community leaders and trail
blazers, the scope of Harold and Dee’s involve-
ment in community is one that few can match.

A founding partner of the legendary law firm
Buchwald, Asper, Henteleff, Harold Buchwald
(who passed away in 2008) was seemingly
ubiquitous in his involvement in community.
The range of his involvement covered all
aspects of society – be it education, healthcare,
business, culture, heritage, the arts, sports or
Jewish affairs.

Professionally, he served as president of both the Manitoba Bar
Association and the Law Society of Manitoba. In our Jewish communi-
ty, he served as president of the YMHA, Winnipeg Jewish Community
Council, and the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba; chaired the Canada-
Israel Committee;  was National Vice-President of the Canadian Friends
of the Hebrew University; a member of the International Board of
Governors and an Honorary Fellow of Israel’s leading university, the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. That institution recognized his contri-
butions with the establishment of the Harold Buchwald Lecture Series in
Human Rights.

A sampling of his other leadership roles: president of the Winnipeg
Symphony Orchestra; Chair of the Canadian Consumer Council; Chair of
the Health Sciences Centre Foundation; Chair of the City of Winnipeg
Cultural Policy Review Panel: and Chair of the Winnipeg Winter Cities
Host Committee (1996). He helped found the Business Council of

Manitoba, as well as Arts Stabilization
Manitoba.

In his later years, he helped found the Friends
of Upper Fort Garry, served as a board member
for the Arthur V. Mauro Centre for Peace and
Justice, and worked tirelessly toward the fruition
of his dear friend Israel Asper’s dream of build-
ing the Canadian Museum for Human Rights.

Overall, Harold Buchwald played a role in
more than 70 different organizations.

Dee Buchwald shared in her husband’s efforts
in raising the funds to build the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights. And, as co-chair of
the Board of Directors of the Winnipeg Library
Foundation, she was instrumental in the
Foundation’s successful $18 million campaign
aimed at redeveloping the Millenium Library as
a state-of-the-art public library.

Originally from Los Angeles, Dee Buchwald
quickly became involved in both Hadassah and

the National Council of Jewish Women after marrying Harold and mov-
ing to Winnipeg. She has served on the board and executive of the
Winnipeg Jewish Community Council (now the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg), the board of the Jewish Child and Family Service, and co-
chaired the Women’s Division of the Combined Jewish Appeal. 

In the wider community, she served for ten years on the board of the
Royal Winnipeg Ballet and on the Guardian Angels Project for Women’s
Cancer. She is currently on the advisory board of Manitoba Artists in
Healthcare and is honorary chair of both B’nai Brith Camp’s $8 million
fundraising campaign and the Victoria Hospital Foundation’s “For Her
Heart’s Sake” committee.

“Volunteerism greatly enriched our lives,” Dee says. “There is great
satisfaction in helping others improve their lives. There is no doubt that
by helping others, you get so much more than you give.”

Dee and the late harolD BuChWalD
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Joanne Seiff

N
ow that Hanukah’s over, we’ve all had
our yearly Maccabee dose of “fighting for
religious freedom and celebrating our

beliefs, right?” Sometimes it’s not a fight
though–it’s a whimper. I reflected on this as I lis-
tened to an audio book recently. I do a lot of
“reading” this way. It allows me to keep up with
a lot of chores while I continue to listen. The
novel was one in a series. I like the author, so I

decided to listen despite the title, which involved the word “Christmas.”
Authors often don’t even have control over book titles, so I decided to read
it anyway. 

By the book’s end, I found that the only thing that it had in common with
the December Christian holiday was an infant of potentially unknown
parentage and an overemphasis on the secular excess and commercialism.
What disappointed me most was the depiction of one of the book’s main
characters.

His last name is Finkel. Although the author
doesn’t comment on his accent, the audiobook
narrator makes it sound like he’s from New
York. His family is smart, nouveau riche, and
they use a scattering of words like knish, Bubbe,
and putz. They mention an unconventional wed-
ding with a rabbi, but also relish completely over
the top Christmas decorations. This description
was cringe-worthy, but it felt worse because they
were described as brilliant people in every chap-
ter. When it came to Jewish tradition? They sure
were ignorant. In the end, I couldn’t decide if the
novelist was creating an anti-Jewish stereotype or reflecting what she
encountered among Jewish people she knew. Either option bothered me.

All this came to mind as I hung out with a friend at a Shabbat family
event. This friend bemoaned the Jewish families who have Christmas trees.
I pointed out that while some of us know better (often those who chose
Judaism or are into learning about our faith), many Jews don’t know why
it’s wrong to have one. They haven’t figured out that whether you’re cele-
brating a pagan or a Christian ritual with the tree–it’s still not a Jewish thing
to do.

It’s lonely being a religious minority in December. My husband described
how he goes into his office, turns up a podcast, and tries to ignore the
Christmas carols being broadcasted outdoors from the university
Administration building. Sometimes it feels like there is no escape–and
certainly, if you aren’t doing something related to the Jewish community
every day, you feel alone and barraged while dealing with all this.

I’d claim that the most traditional amongst us don’t feel this, but unfor-

tunately, that’s not true. I once had a Chabad rabbi ask me, in a worried
way, if the poster he’d just designed looked too much like Christmas dec-
orations. He’d used clip art, and yup, he was right. This issue bled even into
his (distinctly) Jewish course description.

What’s a Jewish person to do? When people bring this up, they often
argue that they are part of interfaith households. So, they have Christmas
decorations, because one partner is Christian…and sometimes one partner
is actively attending church while the other goes to synagogue. More like-
ly? Neither partner is knowledgeable or educated about what they observe. 

I am friendly with many religiously observant Christians. They also are
upset about the commercialization and corruption of what they see as a
meaningful religious holiday. They would be the first to point out that the
tree, ornaments, or presents are not very important to them and don’t cele-
brate the religious meaning of the event.

Oddly, it’s the ‘secular’ Christians who cling in a steadfast way to all the
Christmas trimmings, perhaps because they want
to be a part of something bigger, but don’t know
how. Some of these people argue vociferously
that they are atheists, not religious, and don’t
attend church. Then they belittle those of us who
do believe something or do something else.
These are the folks who ask my (Jewish) hus-
band to be Santa at their holiday party (he said
no). They may react in horror when we explain
that we don’t give our kids gifts on December
25th. That don’t acknowledge that even the holi-
day’s name and its celebration of a messiah con-
tradicts Jewish tradition.

This isn’t a new problem. Jews have appropri-
ated aspects of majority culture for thousands of years…but we need to
think about what we embrace when we do so. We can educate ourselves
about what we believe as Jews. We can also visit our friends’ places of wor-
ship, so we know what happens in churches at this time of year and what
Christmas means to Christians. Most important, we can create a spirit of
inclusiveness and togetherness amongst non-Christians at a dark time of
year. Then, we feel a little less alone while everyone else is celebrating
something we don’t observe.

Here’s to Asian food and movies over winter break…or whatever your
family does at this time of year. If you observe a religious holiday
(Shabbat, maybe?!), I hope it’s a meaningful and enjoyable one.

Joanne Seiff writes regularly for CBC-Manitoba as well as for Jewish
publications like this one. She’s the author of three books, including one
about the Winnipeg Jewish Community– From the Outside In: Jewish Post
Columns 2015-2016. This paperback column collection is available at
McNally-Robinson and online at Amazon in hard copy and digital down-
load. Read more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.

religious freedom and cultural appropriation

By

JOANNE SEIFF

It’s lonely being a religious
minority in December…

Sometimes it feels like there is no
escape–and certainly, if you

aren’t doing something related to
the Jewish community every day,

you feel alone and barraged
while dealing with all this.
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Sports

R
eading the daily
obituaries isn’t
exactly my

favorite pastime; how-
ever I never fail to do so
and people often inquire of me why I undertake the somewhat morbid
activity on such a regular basis.

Well, when one reaches a certain stage in life, one may have met an inor-
dinate number of people and formed a variety of close relationships that
may, to some degree, be impactful.

To wit: I taught thousands of students in my 33 years in the classroom,
attended schools from elementary to universities, enjoyed the company of
relatives, friends, acquaintances and so on.

Besides, reading an obit is tantamount to perusing biographies and learn-
ing about the interesting lives that others have lead. Some individuals’ lives
even border on being fascinating to the max... often leading one to focus
inwardly and to contemplate what they may have done differently in the
time they have been granted that could have been more worthwhile.

And now it’s too late.
Speaking of a life well lived, I once met such a person in the summer of

2008 who, by my reckoning, appeared to fall into that rare category.  I read
his obituary on Remembrance Day ; it informed readers that one SAM
DESHELL had passed peacefully at Simkin Centre at 98 years of age. How
ironic that Sam was a war veteran who served with the Royal Canadian
Army Service Corps from 1942-1946 should depart this veil of tears on
November 11th!

I phoned “loving son” Murray at his home on Semple Ave. to offer my
condolences. He shared with me that the last several years have been
extremely difficult for his father, who required much support in light of a
failing memory.

In addition, he conceded that whenever you lose a loved one despite his
having lived a goodly number of years, it is never the right time and you’re
left still with a hole in your heart.

Murray wanted to talk about his dad’s interests throughout the years and
how much his father enjoyed the company of others. His foremost activi-
ties were following major league baseball well before the advent of games
on TV and visiting movie theaters in the north end such as the Palace, State,
and Hyland.

He described his dad as a loving husband to wife Laura, who passed
away in 2007. In addition he was a doting zaida and a dad, who was loved
and cherished by virtually everyone.

For those of you who would walk regularly in Kildonan Park you doubt-
less witnessed a slow pitch baseball league - which was an activity orga-
nized by the late Leible Hershfield the Jewish athlete of the half century. In
its formative years, it was known as the Manitoba All Stars 60-plus.

In his retirement years, Sam was a strong believer in keeping physically
fit and he joined the four-team seniors’ league.

Sam, when I last saw him, was the oldest player in the league at 89 anre-

fused to quit the game he loved. So, he determined that he was going to be
a pitcher for a few innings.

Back then, he described to me what transpired following his unwise deci-
sion to become a hurler. To wit: The batter at the plate lined a shot towards
the mound and the ball struck him square in the face. He didn’t get his
glove up in time.

The ball hit him between the eyes and he was taken to the Seven Oaks
Hospital. “I had two shiners but my nose wasn’t broken. I didn’t play for
three weeks.” Sam added that “I have been playing for 23 years and it’s the
first time it ever happened to me. I recall telling Sam that if you had relat-
ed that story to my late father he’d have told you “That’s what the farmer
said when his horse died: ‘First time that ever happened’.”

Sam also related to me the contents of a book he just finished reading on
the importance of remaining in good shape regardless of your age because
it’s only a number.

Author Howard Halpern’s book “No Strings Attached.” states that people
often remain vigorous, active, and independent well into years that may be
considered ancient, for as we will see that how one ages can be very much
a product of a person’s total approach to life.”

Sam was a whirling dervish. It’s because he was definitely a “people-per-
son. “It’s nice to get out there with a bunch of guys. I always look forward
to it.”

His last team, the Mets, won the championship and his son was kind
enough to send along a photo of his dad at home holding the trophy. He
went out a winner much as he was during his lifetime. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

Sam Deshell was a people-person deluxe
THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Sam getting ready to deliver a pitch

Standing in his living room with his slo-pitch championship trophy

opened a community centre in Gan
Yavne in partnership with Project
Renewal, with Morley and Marjorie
Blankstein, as well as Mira and

Martin Buchwald, who also played a pivotal role. 

As well, they travelled to Poland and Hungary, where they were able to
observe life in Jewish Budapest at the very end of the Communist dictator-
ship there. During their flight back to Israel, Goldberg remembers a
Russian Jewish refugee woman who was fleeing the Soviet Union, via
Hungary, asking her to recite the Hebrew prayer for travellers. 

“It was quite a moment, and very powerful,” she recalls. “That was real-
ly the gathering of the exiles, and we got to see first-hand what our money
was doing for new immigrants.” 

Goldberg feels two changes made by the Jewish Federation in recent
years have resulted in a stronger infrastructure for the local community.
The first change, she says, is the stipulation that beneficiary agencies not
run potentially crippling deficit budgets, with the federation’s former exec-
utive director Izzy Peltz negotiating a loan through the National United
Israel Appeal of Canada that created greater stability for the local agencies. 

Another involved removing the line designating that a certain percentage

of each gift would automatically be forwarded to Israel on the donor cards.
Federation now makes that determination - roughly 10% of its total alloca-
tions – thus allowing the lion’s share of funds to remain in Winnipeg -
something Goldberg says helps to build a stronger base for outreach. 

“I think Federation is doing a magnificent job, but it has to stay strong. It
has to adapt to the times because our local Jewish community has
changed,” Goldberg states of the Jewish Federation, now beginning its next
“80 years of impact.” 

“We have to encourage everyone to be participants but it takes a long
time, and you have to build slowly,” she advises. 

“You have to hope, and you have to keep hoping so that people can be
achievers in whatever they want to do,” she adds. 

“It’s important in life to embrace the future with optimism, and that is
what Federation is doing as it continues to build on the successes of the
past.” 

To find out more about the 2017 CJA Campaign that ensures a better col-
lective future tomorrow, please contact us at: wp@jewishwinnipeg.org

serky goldberg
(Continued from page 3.)



14 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, December 20, 2017

CORINNE GREENBERG
It is with profound sad-

ness that the family of
Corinne Greenberg an-
nounces her passing on
October 15, 2017 at the age
of 89.

Mom was predeceased
by her parents Yetta and
Ben Mitchell, husband
Edward, son Shane, and
son-in-law Jim.

She is survived by her daughters, Sandra Gordon and
Brenda Tenenbein (Milton), grandchildren Burton,
Paul (Rachel), Marshall (Candice), Rachel (Sasha),
Sarah, great-grandchildren Jacob, Ethan, Abbygayle,
Emilia, Aiden and Zane, her sister Myrna Kreel
(Harry), and several nieces and nephews.

Mom was born in Winnipeg on September 10, 1928
and spent her entire life here. In 1947, at the age of 18,
she married Edward and they enjoyed 67 wonderful
years together prior to Dad passing away in 2014.

Our parents were great dancers and one of our
earliest memories is of Mom and Dad turning on the
radio and dancing in the kitchen of our house. We have
fond memories of Mom playing Kalooki with the
ladies and entertaining friends on Saturday evenings.

Mom was happiest when nurturing her children and
then later her grandchildren. Her grandchildren were
her life. Mom became a grandmother at a young age
and our parents spent many joyful hours with their
grandchildren, babysitting, and attending kids’ sports
games, school concerts and dance recitals.

Mom loved the warm sun and she and Dad spent
enjoyable winters in Palm Springs, often visited by a
grandchild or two.

Our mother was a dedicated member of Le’Havah
chapter of Pioneer Women, attending meetings and
involved in fundraising for many years.

Mom was laid to rest beside Dad at the Shaarey
Zedek Cemetery on a golden fall day.

Pallbearers were Milton Tenenbein, Burton
Tenenbein, Paul Tenenbein, Marshall Tenenbein, Sasha
Opotowsky, and Michael Silver. Rabbi Alan Green
officiated.

Contributions in Mom’s memory may be made to the
Jewish National Fund of Canada.

Mom, we will miss you.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

DECEMBER  20
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
CLEM BASS

who passed away
December 16, 1980

7 Days in Tevet, 5741
— He is dearly remembered
and sadly missed by his wife,
children, and grandchildren.

— Remembered with love.

ISRAEL DRORY
December 16, 2007

8 days in Tevet

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SAM

KOZLOWICH
who passed away

December 27, 1998
8 Days in Tevet

— Forever in our hearts and
sadly missed by his wife,
children, and family.

19th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

ALAN HOWARD BERNSTEIN
1949 - 2017

After a courageous bat-
tle with cancer, Alan passed
away peacefully at the age
of 67 with his loving fam-
ily and friends by his side.

Alan was predeceased by
his parents Evelyn and
David Bernstein. Left to
cherish his memory are his
loving wife Donna; daugh-
ter Lisa; son Mike (Katia);
sister Joanne (Larry);
brothers Richard (Rene)
and Brian (Elizabeth);

Donna’s brother Larry; and his nieces and nephews
David, Laura (Lisa), Sarah, Davey, Arran, Jenny (Dan-
iel). Also his faithful companion and good boy Benny.

Alan was born in Winnipeg and grew up in River
Heights. He attended Brock Corydon School, J.B.
Mitchell School, Grant Park High School and gradu-
ated from the University of Winnipeg in 1976.

Alan had a true zest for life and made friends wher-
ever he went. He was always enthusiastic, loved to
kibbitz and had the ability to tell the best stories. He
paved his own way with drive, motivation and perse-
verance. He was passionate about sports, the stock
market and anything to do with cars and engines. He
loved racing and in his early years was known for
having some of the fastest cars in Winnipeg.

Alan was a dreamer, a gifted salesman and had a
creative eye. He had an intuitive sense of business,
beginning his career at Silverman Jewellers and carry-
ing those talents through to his finest professional
achievement in starting his own company, Hangers
Fashion Warehouse. Hangers was created in 1990 with
the love and support of his wife, Donna. He began with
one flagship store and grew the chain to 31 stores from
British Columbia to the Maritimes. Alan was always
known for his sharp negotiating skills and special way
with people.

One of Alan’s favourite pastimes was heading out to
the Lake of the Woods with his family. He loved to sit
on the water while the waves gently rocked the boat.
The lake truly nourished his soul. He also loved getting
people together and having celebrations and barbecues
at the pool on Aldershot.

Alan loved his family fiercely and cared so much for
everyone in his life. Alan was a wonderful and attentive
father who raised two beautiful children in Lisa and
Mike. They were crazy about their Dad and he was so
proud of their accomplishments and who they became
as adults. Alan just adored being with everyone and
would truly move mountains for his loved ones.

Alan loved to travel, see the sights and organize
adventures. In 2011, when Alan and Donna retired,
they created wonderful memories when they travelled
to London and Paris.

Later on, in retirement, he transitioned that love of
getting people together by founding a breakfast club to
reconnect with old friends from his past and bringing
new people together.

Alan was so fond of music and was a great piano and
violin player. He could listen to a piece of music, sit
down and proceed to play the whole piece from memory.
He later tried his hand at the guitar and loved to have
people over for a jam session in his music room.

He was a loving husband, a devoted father, a caring
family man, a determined fighter, a hunter for the best
new toy or gadget, a wonderful friend and a true
character. The world will miss such a beautiful and
special soul.

Thank you to all the staff at CancerCare Manitoba
and Riverview Health Centre for your care and com-
passion and for making Alan’s journey as comfortable
and painless as possible.

A celebration of Alan’s life was held on Sunday,
November 26, 2017, at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue,
Rabbi Matthew Leibl officiated, with interment at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery. Pallbearers were Larry
Pudavick, Arran Pudavick, David Sheps, Laura Sheps,
Ian Kasloff and Tom Dojack. Honourary pallbearers
were Larry Rice, Izia Mirski and Jack Lezack.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to
CancerCare Manitoba or the charity of your choice.

- You left us with beautiful memories,
Your love is still our guide,

And though we cannot see you,
You’ll always be by our side. -

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

HELENE ROSENBY
It is with deep regret that

we announce the passing
of Helene Rosenby on
Tuesday, November 28,
2017, following a lengthy
illness. She was 92 years
of age.

Helene was predeceased
by her beloved husband,
Harry, on March 14, 2005,
her parents, Abram and
Anna Neufeld, her sister

Anne, and brothers Herman, Victor and Ernest. She is
survived by her son Ernest (Margaret) of Brockville,
ON and her stepsons Martin (Dianne) and Gerald
(Susan) as well as grandsons, Michael (Kaeri), Mat-
thew (Chantale) and Stephen (Johanna).

Helene was born on March 4, 1925 in Hanley,
Saskatchewan. The family moved to Steinbach, and
later, to Winnipeg. Helene graduated from the Univer-
sity of Manitoba Faculty of Pharmacy in 1952 and
practiced at the Winnipeg Clinic for over 25 years. It
was here that she met Harry. They spent 33 wonderful
years together. Harry and Helene enjoyed spending
their winters in Margate, Florida and in Hawaii. They
also enjoyed traveling to Spain. Helene enjoyed spend-
ing time with her grandsons who have all grown into
fine young men. Helene was a wonderful cook and took
pride in her beautiful needlepoint work.

Cremation has taken place and a celebration of
Helene’s life is being planned for late spring, 2018.

The family would like to pay special thanks to the
staff in Weinberg 2 at the Sharon Home and, in particu-
lar, to Moises who especially looked after her.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the
Simkin Centre or the Alzheimer Society.

LEONARD HARRIS
October 19, 1923 - December 3, 2017

Leonard passed away
December 3 at age 94, sur-
rounded by his loving wife
of 54 years, Diane, and
children, Mark (Sam),
Billy and Roberta (Ron).

He was the youngest of
five children and was pre-
deceased by his parents,
Robert and Anne, sisters,
Deby (Lou) Blank, Syma

Harris and Ethel (Sam) Birks, his brother Harold (Laura)
Harris, and by Mark’s mom Dena.

Leonard was a devoted husband, father, uncle and
friend. He loved with all his heart. He loved to laugh
and make others laugh with his own kind of humour.

He will be greatly missed and forever remembered.
Funeral services were held on December 5 at Etz

Chayim Synagogue with interment at Shaarey Zedek
Cemetery. Pallbearers were: Ron Corby, Charles Birks,
Richard Altman, Marc Kipnes, David Stern, and Brian
Scharfstein. Honorary Pallbearers were Jule Dashefsky,
Sheldon Altman and William (Bill) Silverberg.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be sent to the Reh-
Fit Centre (1390 Taylor Ave., Winnipeg, MB R3M
3V8, 204-488-8023) in care of Leonard Harris. He was
a regular member there for over 25 years, going three
times a week, until he was 89.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

DECEMBER  27

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

MARION
CHAIKIN

who passed away
December 19, 2002

14 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

BEN
CHAIKIN

who passed away
November 30, 2001
15 Days in Kislev

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit15th Yahrzeit

20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
BEATRICE

DVEER
January 4, 1998

6 Days in Tevet

You are always in
our thoughts and

in our hearts

With love - always

Your children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of our
beloved mother, grandmother

and great-grandmother
CELIA

GANETSKY
who passed away
December 6, 1994

4 Days in Tevet
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, family and friends.

MOISHE-LAIZER
KAHAN

who passed away
December 12, 1991

5 Days in Tevet 5752

In loving memory of

SHEINDEL
KAHAN

who passed away
January 4, 2009

9 Days in Tevet 5769

In Memoriam
25th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
AARON

SIMCHA KAYE
who passed away

December 29, 1992
5 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MOSES LANTZ

who passed away
December 11, 1988

3 Days in Tevet
— Lovingly remembered by
his children and grand-
children.

In Memoriam
30th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
IDA LINDER
LEONOFF
who passed away

December 20, 1988
12th Day of Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by Sheila and Alvin,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

Always
Remembered
37th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
BEREL MINUK

who passed away
December 11, 1980

4 Days in Tevet
You are always in our hearts.
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
BESS SMORDIN

who passed away
January 6, 2006

6 Days in Tevet 5766
— Always in our hearts and
forever missed by her daughter
and granddaughters, family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JOSEPH
STANDIL
who passed away

December 29, 1976
8 days in Tevet

— Always remembered by his
wife Sylvia, sons, grand-
children and family.

In Memoriam
41st Yahrzeit

20th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JOSEPH
TABACK

who passed away
January 4, 1998

7 days in Tevet, 5758
Always remembered

Always missed
Forever in our hearts

We love you!!
— Your loving children
Shayne, Kathy & grand-
children Abigail Edythe and
Elliot Joseph, Michelle &
Barton.

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

FANNY
UNRODE
who passed away

December 31, 1992
7 Days in Tevet

With tears in our eyes and pain
in our hearts we light the
twenty-fifth candle in your
beautiful memory.
— Ever remembered by your
daughter Diane, and
grandchildren Rachel and
Lauren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
RUTH (Kosasky)

WALSH
who passed away on

January 1, 1963
6 Days in Tevet

To live in the hearts of  those we
leave behind is not to die.
— Ever remembered for her
warmth and loving kindness
by her family and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
FRANK

ZIPURSKY
who passed away

December 25, 2015
13 days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
children, grandchildren,
family & friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SONIA BROWN

who passed away
January 11, 1979
12 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and will
always be remembered by your
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
First Yahrzeit

In cherished memory of
my dear wife,

our mother and grandmother
SARAH

OFFMAN
who passed away
January 7, 2017
9 days in Tevet

You continue to inspire us daily.
You are in our minds
And in our hearts,
And so very deeply misssed.
— Lovingly, Jack, Elliot and
Helen, Steven and Lindsey,
Raymond and Laura,
grandchildren, family and
friends.
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In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
FRED KITTNER

who passed away
January 4th, 1996
12 Days in Tevet

Our lives go on without you
and nothing is the same,
we have to hide our heartache
when someone speaks your name.
The special years will not return
when we were all together,
but the love we hold for you within
our hearts, will be with us forever.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
wife Sylvia and sons Brad and
Mark, and sister-in-law
Charlotte.

In loving memory of
SHIRLEY
PACKER

who passed away
December 25th, 2009
9th Day in Tevet 5770

To us she was someone special,
Someone set apart,
Her memory will live forever,
Engraved within our hearts,
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
husband Arnold, children
Cheryl (Brian), Mindy (Brad),
and Martin; grandchildren
Dana (Brad), Kyle, Jason,
Jonathan, Kira and Justin;
Howard and Eileen Packer
and Kalla Daien.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit 7th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SYD PALAY

who passed away
December 18, 2010

11 days in Tevet
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

ELKA PELTZ
Oct. 27, 2013

23rd day of Cheshvan

DAVID PELTZ
In loving memory of

— Sadly missed by their children and grandchildren.

March 12, 2014
10th day of Adar

who passed away

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LOUIS

RABINOVITCH
who passed away
January 7, 1971

10 Days in Tevet, 5731
—Ever remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
PEARL

SCHILLER
RAYMAN

who passed away
January 4, 1980
15 Days in Tevet

Our hearts still ache with sadness,
And silent tears still flow,
And what it meant to lose you,
No one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

JOSEPH
ROMAN

who passed away
January 25, 2008
18 Days in Shevat

In loving memory of

— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

ESTHER
ROMAN

who passed away
January 8, 2012
13 days in Tevet

10th Yahrzeit 6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
Seventh Yahrzeit

ZELMA
ZITZERMAN

14 Tevet 5772-January 19, 2011
Always fondly remembered by
her two children David and
Mira (born and successfully
raised in Winnipeg) and her
five Toronto  grandchildren
Erin and Leah Bedder, Daniel,
Matthew and Hannah
Zitzerman.
— Your ever loving David and
Mira.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
DR. MORRIS
ERENBERG

who passed away
December 21, 2010

14 days in the month of Tevet
— Fondly remembered and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband, father

and brother
IRVIN

GOLDMAN
who passed away

December 29, 1993
15 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
children and brother.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

EDITH CLAIRE
HONIGMAN

who passed away
December 21, 1988

13 Days in Tevet
— Always remembered and
missed by her son Archie, her
daughter Brenda, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MORRIS

ISENBERG
who passed away

December 25, 2004
13th Day of Tevet

Dad, you are forever on our
minds
Always in our hearts
And very deeply missed
— Love your children and
grandchildren.

13th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
RUTH KATZ

who passed away
December 16, 2010

10 Days in Tevet
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your son
Murray, daughter-in-law
Cheryl and granddaughter
Farah.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SOPHIE

ELFENBEIN
who passed away
January 12, 2006
12 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends.

12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
FREDA FOX

who passed away
September 30, 1996
18 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Stanley, daughters, and
grandchildren.

11th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LEAH

FRANKEL
who passed away
January 3, 2007
13 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, and grandchildren.
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In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and sisters.

MAX
BERINSTEIN

who passed away
February 27, 2004

5 Days in Adar

EVELYN
BERINSTEIN

who passed away
January 9, 2004
15 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

17th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SOL GERB

who passed away
January 4, 2001

9 days in Tevet, 5761
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ESTHER

GOODMAN
who passed away

December 27, 1998
— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your daughter
Roberta.

ari shavit accused again of sexual misconduct, 
prompting comeback cancellation

By Ben sales
neW YorK (JTa) — An event featuring Ari Shavit, the

Israeli author and columnist accused last year of sexual assault,
has disappeared from the website of the 92nd Street Y, a Jewish
community center, after two more women came forward with
sexual misconduct allegations.

Shavit was the scheduled keynote speaker at an Israeli
Independence Day program in April at the Manhattan Y. It would
have been his first major public event in the United States since
the assault accusations last year.

The talk, which was first reported by The Jerusalem Post, was
advertised as “a timely, thoughtful discussion” on Israel’s chal-
lenges and Shavit’s forthcoming book, which was unnamed.

But as of Friday afternoon, notice of the event has been
removed from the website and tickets page after two more
women told the magazine Jewish Currents of sexual misconduct
allegations from 2014 and 2015. At the time, both students were
involved with the liberal campus Israel group J Street U.

Amna Farooqi, who served as national student president of J
Street U, told Jewish Currents that in 2015, Shavit kissed her at
the end of a meeting in a way she described to a friend as “weird” and “inappropriate.” The friend
confirms their conversation.

Catriona Stewart, who currently serves as J Street U’s deputy director, told Jewish Currents that
when she was a student, Shavit rubbed her lower back inappropriately during a photo shoot.

The 92nd Street Y did not respond to multiple calls and emails requesting comment. Shavit did
not respond immediately to a request for comment.

The announcement of his talk, as well as the new allegations, came during the “#MeToo moment,”
as a wave of women have stepped forward to accuse a rash of high-profile men of sexual assault
and harassment.

Shavit admitted last year that he was the unnamed Israeli journalist whom Danielle Berrin, a
reporter at the Jewish Journal of Greater Los Angeles, accused of sexual harassment and assault in
an October 2016 cover story. Berrin wrote that Shavit grabbed the back of her head and pulled her
toward him. Afterward, she wrote, he propositioned her, invited her up to his hotel room and “con-
tinued to pull and paw at me.”

A second woman, who worked for the liberal Israel lobby J Street but remained anonymous, also
accused Shavit of sexual harassment in 2016.

The accusations led Shavit to resign as a columnist at Haaretz and commentator on Israeli
Channel 10. Shavit is also the author of “My Promised Land,” a well-received book about Israel
that made him a popular draw on the Jewish lecture circuit.

Shavit told The Jerusalem Post in a statement this week, prior to the Jewish Currents article, that
he has gone through “a personal year of reckoning, humility and change.”

“I spent precious time with my family, addressed my past and did my utmost to become a better
person,” the statement read, adding that the process “is ongoing and will stay with me for the rest
of my life. I am looking forward to discuss it in depth and full transparency next year. When I’ll do
so, I will express unequivocal commitment to women, gender equality and tikkun olam,” Hebrew
for repairing the world.

On Friday, in an email to Jewish Currents, Shavit did not deny the women’s accounts, but said he
“left the public arena” in order to “begin a deep process of reckoning and self-reflection.”

“I continue to take responsibility for my actions,” he wrote in the email. “I’ve asked forgiveness
from those whom I hurt and I am profoundly sorry for the pain I have caused.”

Controversial Israeli film 'Foxtrot' makes Oscar shortlist
(JTa) — “Foxtrot,” a film that Israel’s culture minister said attempts to “undermine” her country

and its soldiers’ morality, has been named to the Academy Awards shortlist for best foreign language
film.

Director Samuel Maoz’s movie made the list of nine films announced Thursday by the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences from 92 submissions. Five finalists will be selected on Jan. 23,
when all the Oscar-nominated films are announced.

Starring Lior Ashkenazi and Sarah Adler, “Foxtrot” is a superb and wrenching film about parental
grief at the death of a soldier’s son, the joys and stresses of marriage, the boredom of army life, and
how Israel’s occupation humiliates the occupied and hardens the occupiers.

In a phone interview with JTA, Maoz described his film as “the dance of a man with his fate.” He
said “there are many variations to this dance, but they end up at the same starting point.”

The film features a scene in which Israeli soldiers kill a family in their car and then cover up the
act.

Israel’s culture minister, Miri Regev, has blasted the film.
“It is inconceivable,” Regev declared publicly, “that movies which shame the reputation of the

Israel Defense Forces … and that are supported (financially) by the state … are selected to show-
case Israel cinema abroad.”

In the interview, Maoz did not directly address Regev’s criticism, but declared, “When my broth-
ers are dying, I have the right to make such a movie.”

Maoz and Askenazi have defended the film as an “allegorical tale” about what they consider
Israeli occupation, adding it does not seriously claim the Israeli army covers up civilians’ deaths.

It won the Silver Lion at this year’s Venice Film Festival and swept the Ophir Awards, Israel’s
version of the Oscars, with eight wins, earning it a place as Israel’s entry for the Academy Awards
in the foreign language category.

Israel’s last nominee to make it to the Oscars was Joseph Cedar’s 2011 film “Footnote,” which
lost to “A Separation,” the Iranian entry. That year was the last time an Israeli film made the short-
list, AFP reported.

satmar rebbe condemns us recogni-
tion of Jerusalem as israel’s capital

(JTa) – The head of a Satmar Hasidic fac-
tion slammed the U.S. recognition of
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.

Rabbi Aaron Teitelbaum, the Satmar rebbe in
Kiryas Joel, a haredi Orthodox village in
upstate New York, at an event Saturday night
at the New York Expo Center in the Bronx
condemned the White House announcement
made several days earlier by President Donald
Trump.

“We declare in the name of haredi Judaism:
Jerusalem, the holy city, will not be the capital
of the Zionist state, even if the president of the
United States says it is,” Teitelbaum said,
Israel National News reported.

“Just as haredi Jews did not recognize
President Truman’s declaration in 1948 that
Israel is the Jewish state, we don’t recognize it
today.”

Satmar is anti-Zionist and does not recognize
the formation of the State of Israel.

Teitelbaum was speaking to thousands of
followers at the annual event marking Chuf
Alef Kislev, which commemorates the day that
the late Rabbi Yoel Teitelbaum, the founder of
the Satmar movement in America, escaped
from the Nazis during the Holocaust in 1944.

“Jerusalem is a holy city, a city of piety.
Zionism is the opposite of fearing God and
Torah, and it has nothing to do with the city of
Jerusalem,” Teitelbaum also said.

ISRAELI NEWS BRIEFS

israeli journalist ari
shaviT (photo taken at the
shaarey zedek synagogue
when he gave the Kanee
lecture in may 2015) 
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Analysis

JERuSALEM (JTA) – Amid the global con-
troversy over President Donald Trump’s recogni-
tion on December 6 of Jerusalem as the capital of
the Jewish state, Israeli and Palestinian leaders
actually found rare consensus: They agreed that
the development was a win for Israel and a loss
for the Palestinians.

To be sure, Trump’s concession was not a major
one. Israel was always expected to get a recog-

nized capital in Jerusalem under any Middle East peace deal, and the presi-
dent did not reject Palestinian claims to have their capital in the city, too.

However, the change in two decades of American policy on Jerusalem
cemented the impression on both sides that the United States was tilting
toward Israel. With Trump’s team working on a peace deal, Israeli and
Palestinian leaders debated how his decision would affect the effort.

The Israelis said their country still wants peace and Trump was only rec-
ognizing the obvious: Israel already controls all of Jerusalem, has treated it
as its capital for 69 years and was never going to settle for anything less
than an acknowledgement that Jerusalem is its capital. Whether the
Palestinians can also claim parts of Jerusalem as their capital remains an
open question, but that was always one of the so-called “final-status issues”
at the heart of negotiations.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on Dec. 10, during a visit
with French President Emanuel Macron that Jerusalem was as much Israel’s
capital as Paris was France’s, and that recognition of this fact was necessary
for peace. “I think that what peace requires is to be built on the foundation
of truth, on the facts of the past and on the present,” Netanyahu said. “This
is the only way that you can build a pluralistic and successful future.”

More important, Israeli leaders contended, Trump gave the Palestinians a
long overdue reality check. They said the president showed that he would
not indulge the Palestinians’ attempts to deny Israel’s existence.

Netanyahu made that equation explicit in a meeting Dec, 11 with
European foreign ministers in Brussels. He likened the Palestinians’ oppo-
sition to recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital with their refusal to
accept the existence of a Jewish state, which he has long maintained was
the primary obstacle to peace.

“I think we should give peace a chance. I think we should see what is pre-
sented and see if we can advance this peace. But if we have to begin it, I
would say it’s one place: Recognize the Jewish state,” he said in Brussels.
“It’s always been about the Jewish state. And it’s time that the Palestinians
recognize the Jewish state and also recognize the fact that it has a capital.
It’s called Jerusalem.”

Palestinian leaders, meanwhile, accused Israel of having no interest in
making peace on terms they could ever accept. By giving Israel something
it wants for free, they suggested, Trump signaled that he would not even try
to oppose its continued settlement of eastern Jerusalem and the West Bank,
which they said has made nearly impossible the creation of the state the
Palestinians demand as part of a peace deal.

In an op-ed published Dec.7  in The New York Times, Hanan Ashrawi, a
Palestinian lawmaker and a member of the Palestine Liberation
Organization’s executive committee, said Trump may have “finally put to
rest the dream of a two-state solution, which has been on life support for
years already.”

“By rewarding its claim on Jerusalem with official recognition, Mr.
Trump is giving Israel a free hand to accelerate its policies of creeping
annexation of the occupied Palestinian territories and its deliberate
attempts to erase the Palestinians’ historical, political, cultural and demo-
graphic presence in historic Palestine,” she wrote.

Saeb Erekat, the Palestinian Authority’s chief peace negotiator, on Dec. 7
for the first time endorsed giving up on a separate Palestinian state and
instead pushing for a binational state shared by Jews and Arabs – an out-
come unthinkable to most Israelis.

“Now is the time to transform the struggle for one state with equal rights for
everyone living in historic Palestine,” Erekat told Israel’s Haaretz newspaper.

At the same time, Palestinian leaders said Trump’s recognition of
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel showed once and for all that the United
States was not an honest broker for peace. Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas said in a statement Dec. 8 that the United States was no
longer fit to oversee the peace process. The next day, Abbas’ diplomatic
affairs adviser confirmed that the president canceled plans to meet with
Vice President Mike Pence this month in Ramallah, the Palestinian
Authority’s de facto capital in the West Bank, because of the announcement
on Jerusalem. “There will not be a meeting with Pence. The matter is big-
ger than a mere meeting because the United States, in its decisions on
Jerusalem, crossed redlines,” Majdi al-Khalidi told the P.A. radio station.

Palestinian leaders warned that with the two-state solution no longer
viable, their people would turn to violence. The Palestinian Authority urged
protests, and the Palestinian terrorist group Hamas called for a new intifa-
da, or uprising – granted, a call they make habitually. A series of rockets
was launched at southern Israel from Gaza, where Hamas governs.

However, by Dec. 12, the status quo seemed to remain in effect. To ease
pressure on Trump over his Jerusalem announcement, Netanyahu quietly
delayed the final votes, slated for last week, on a bill that would make it
harder for Israel to hand over any part of the city under a future peace deal,
Israel’s Hadashot TV news reported Dec. 9. Pleased but not ecstatic over
Trump’s decision, Israelis continued their daily routines.

In eastern Jerusalem, Gaza and the West Bank, a wave of Palestinian
demonstrations petered out and schools and businesses that had closed
reopened. Abbas’ foreign affairs adviser on Dec.10 clarified to The Times
of Israel that the Palestinians had no plans to cut ties with the United States.

“We are not cutting our relationship with America. We are protesting the
move of Mr. Trump,” Nabil Shaath said. “We think Mr. Trump has acted in
a way that makes it impossible for the United States to act as an honest bro-
ker. We are just expressing that.”

Meanwhile, the world awaits Trump’s plan for what he branded as the
“ultimate deal” between Israel and the Palestinians.

What israel and the Palestinians make of Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem

Israeli perspective.
He said that the “test” of what will hap-

pen following Trump’s announcement
“will come in the next few days.” (It seems

more likely though that it will be quite some time to assess the fallout from
Trump’s policy shift.)

“Abbas can have a successful negotiation with Israel, but in order to do
so,” Lerman continued, “he has to walk away from a fantastical notion that
an imposed solution is in the works. Abbas believed Israel will be coerced
into accepting what is essentially an Arab definition of a settlement.”

“The American administration became convinced that without shaking
the Palestinians out of this conviction there is no possibility for
peace…Trump wants to stop using all sorts of diplomatic fiction and come
back to reality.”

“The Palestinians say there is no peace process any more, but we’ve
heard that before…The Palestinians are accusing Trump of breaking the
UNESCO resolution which said that Jews have no historical connection to
Jerusalem.”

“In the region all sorts of threats are coming out, but I can judge that
none of them are going to come about…Among Palestinians there is a
sense of despondency about the very mild, ineffectual response. The
majority of the Gulf States, Egypt, and Jordan denounced the American
announcement, but at the end of the day there is no action they can take.”

As for the “Saudis”, Lerman noted that “their first priority is somewhere
else: Yemen. They have much more interesting questions to deal with than
where the American ambassador to Israel will be eating his breakfast four
years from now.”

“Internationally, there is quite a bit of criticism – pandering to the Arabs,
but the first crack appeared when the Czech Republic announced that it,
too, is interesting in moving its embassy to Jerusalem.”

David Cape asked Lerman “How can Abbas back down?”
Lerman answered that “there will have to be a cooling off period and

some key actions by Arab players nursing him back to negotiations.”
“We can now expect a long hiatus in the (Jarod) Kushner-(Jason)

Greenblatt” peace initiative. “In the long run they (the Palestinians) have
no alternative but to return to the table.”

Cape asked Lerman: “What could Trump give to the Palestinians that
would be quid pro quo?”

Lerman noted that “Trump has been very clear in his support for the
Palestinians to retain their rights on the Temple Mount, but the main threat
(Trump can issue to the Palestinians) is that their expectations are unrealistic.”

Shimon Fogel said he was going to offer a Canadian perspective. He
noted that the response from “the Conservatives has been somewhat
muted. They certainly are not coming forward and calling on the (Liberal)
government to follow suit” in recognizing Jerusalem as the capital of
Israel.

“The Government has reiterated a longstanding position taken by suc-
cessive governments but, unlike the United Kingdom or France, the
Government has resisted the temptation of voicing criticism of the
American policy announcement.”

Fogel went on to say that “there is no peace process, so what happened
yesterday cannot be an impediment to the peace process.

“Trump saw the need to ‘jump start’ the peace process. He’s “shaking
things up”. It can be a “trigger for a fresh initiative”.

Cape asked Fogel whether he thought there would a “violent Palestinian
response”/

Fogel answered that “I think we have to be preemptive in challenging
people who are enabling violence. They have to be put on notice that vio-
lence is unacceptable.”

As far as what Fogel would like to see Canada do, he suggested that it
“is not realistic to expect Canada to follow the American lead. What is
expected is the understanding of the unique relationship that the Jewish
people enjoy with Jerusalem.”

ANDREW TOBIN

By

CiJa panel
Continued from page 1.



By YaaKov laPPin/Jns.org

A
fter they were deemed combat capable earlier this
month, the F-35 “Adir” stealth fighter jets promise
to create system-wide change in the Israeli Air

Force (IAF).
Israel is the first nation outside the U.S. to declare the

initial operational capability of the American-produced
F-35s.

Brig. Gen. (ret.) Ephraim Segoli, a former commander
of two combat helicopter squadrons who today heads the
Airpower Research Center at the Israel-based Fisher
Institute for Air and Space Strategic Studies, said the F-
35 “is not just a plane, but a system in its own right.”

“It serves the entire air force, through its range of sen-
sors and ability to communicate what it collects,” he told
JNS. “This is not a platform that should be measured like
other planes, in terms of how far it can fly, or how many
bombs it can carry. It has a bigger contribution to make,
through its many sensors, and ability to cooperate with
the rest of the air force and distribute and produce [intelligence] data.”

The IAF plans to build two squadrons of F-35 jets, comprising a total of
50 aircraft. The jets are based at the Nevatim Air Force Base in Israel’s
Negev desert. Nine of the planes have arrived so far, and five more are
expected to join the IAF in 2018.

Segoli, who commanded the Palmachim helicopter and drone base south
of Tel Aviv, said the IAF sometimes begins using air platforms before offi-
cially announcing that they are operational. 

“In my experience, we began using tools as soon as they arrived, while
exercising the required caution,” he said.

Commenting on reports regarding glitches in the F-35’s software, he
explained, “This is a very sophisticate plane. Every new system has mis-
takes. Some are linked to the platform and some are linked to the very
advanced computerization.”

Ultimately, Segoli said, the IAF will need to answer the question of how
to use such an advanced aircraft in its day-to-day task of engaging Israel’s
asymmetric threats, notably the Hamas and Hezbollah terror groups.

“What is the big challenge for Israel? Hamas/Hezbollah, or Iran? The
defense minister says Iran, but the [IDF] chief of staff says Hezbollah.
Some say this plane is designed for big, distant things,” he said, alluding to
options for long-range strikes against Iranian targets. 

“I think this plane will also have to be used in the day-to-day challenges
that we deal with in Lebanon and Gaza,” Segoli said.

The F-35 would be particularly useful in dealing with advanced surface-
to-air missiles that are proliferating across the Middle East and falling into
enemy hands, he added. 

“The IAF should not keep this plane for just the day
that the order comes [to hit Iran], which may or may not
come. Without trivializing the Iranian threat, we have
immediate threats to deal with,” said Segoli.

At the same time, according to Segoli, the F-35’s
stealth features are not foolproof.

“We can’t rest on our laurels and assume the planes
can infiltrate any system,” he said. “We are in a very
sensitive area, which has turned into a playground for
the powers. The Russians are here with sophisticated
radars. The Iranians are getting closer to us. This plane
will be challenged with all sorts of attempts to cancel
out its stealth. It is clear to me that the IAF is aware of
this.”

A new era
The air force described the plane’s entry into service

as the start of a “new era.” The IAF’s 140th Squadron,
dubbed Golden Vulture, will fly the F-35s.

Maj. Gen. Amikam Norkin, commander of the IAF,
said Dec. 6 that the F-35’s milestone “comes at a time in which the IAF is
operating on a large scale on a number of fronts in a dynamic Middle East.”

Tal Inbar, who heads the Fisher Institute’s space research center, noted
the significance of Israel being the first and only state in the Middle East to
possess a warplane as advanced as the F-35.

“The technological jump of the plane compared to all other planes in the
area is enormous, but the jump in operational capabilities is no less impor-
tant. The freedom of maneuver that the air force gets has been significant-
ly strengthened,” Inbar told JNS.

He said the weapons systems and “advanced electronic systems” on
board the jet take Israel from having air superiority to “controlling the air
space in a very wide area.”

is the fighter jet era fading away?
Yiftah Shapir, a weapons expert and former researcher at Israel’s Institute

for National Security Studies, said that despite the F-35’s highly advanced
features, the relatively small number of the warplanes in Israel’s possession
prevents the stealth jet from having a huge immediate impact.

“Even if we buy 50, the IAF will still have to conduct most of its sorties
with the [older] existing jets,” he said. 

Though he acknowledged the F-35’s advanced intelligence-gathering
capabilities, Shapir argued that the jet will still rely on intelligence gathered
from other sources “in the types of operations we need.” 
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of Israeli-Palestinian negotiations lead-
ing to a two-state solution.”

One week after Trump announced the
decision, any peace prospects do appear

to have dimmed: Protests did take place in Jerusalem and Palestinian
areas, though they were far milder than anticipated. Palestinian negotia-
tor Saeb Erekat called on his people to now pursue equal rights within
Israel rather than a state of their own, while Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas said the U.S. no longer has a role to play in
brokering talks.

But that does not bother analysts who feel the United States should pre-
sent itself as a resolute supporter of Israel rather than an evenhanded
mediator. Such a stance, some wrote, rightly puts the onus on Palestinians
to adjust their demands and show their willingness to reach a deal.

“The intention is to disabuse the Palestinians of the notion that the U.S.
is neutral between them and our democratic, pro-Western, tolerant, free-
market ally Israel,” wrote Shoshanna Bryan, senior director of the Jewish
Policy Center, a conservative group, in the Daily Caller. “American sup-
port for Palestinian’s aspirations is not withdrawn, but hinges on
Palestinian behavior.”

But some analysts who were inclined toward the decision also warned
that granting a longstanding Israeli demand could put Israel in Trump’s
debt if he ever demands concessions.

“Because Trump is viewed as very pro-Israel by the Israeli public, it
will be more difficult for Netanyahu to say no to any requests from the
president for compromises,” wrote Jonathan Rynhold, director of the
Argov Center for the Study of Israel and the Jewish People at Bar-Ilan
University. “It was easy for Bibi to say no to Obama, since there was no
domestic political price; not so with Trump.”

Trump
Continued from page 1.

israel’s F-35 jet, now combat capable, is ‘not just a plane’ 

an israeli F-35 “adir” jet
receives fuel from a Tennessee
air national guard KC-135 as
the aircraft flies across the
atlantic on Dec. 6, 2016. Credit:

U.S. Air Force/1st Lt. Erik D. Anthony.
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Community news

B’nai Brith delivered
chanukah gift bags to
needy Jewish families
and individuals this
past month. As well,
the BBYO girls chapter
made homemade cook-
ies for the bags!

The following was submitted by
Operation Ezra - a program sponsored
by many different organizations which
has been bringing Yazidi refugees here
since 2015:

I
n the summer of 2014, Laila Mushko
and her family fled their village in
Iraq after it was overrun by ISIS.

With only the clothes on their back, they
fled to Mount Sinjar and then, ultimate-
ly to the Midyat refugee camp in Turkey.

Just over three years later, thanks to
the efforts of Operation Ezra, Laila and
her family are settled in Winnipeg where
they are successfully integrating into
Canadian Society. Today, Laila, her hus-
band Baker and their children, Fawziya,
Diyar, Ayman, Hanna, Nagham, Khairi,
Rani, Rana and Anita are living in the
Grant Park area of Winnipeg. They are
studying English, the children are
attending school at Grand Park and Earl
Grey and the teenagers are working part
time jobs at restaurants across the city.
Baker, who was disabled by polio at a
young age, dreams of being able to walk
again. 

Through the efforts of Operation Ezra
donors and volunteers, he has been pro-
vided a wheelchair to help with mobility and has been assessed by local
doctors who are exploring the use of a customized brace and shoes to allow
him to stand on his own.

Laila and Baker’s family are but one of the ten families and two of the 55
individuals that have now been sponsored by Operation Ezra. Since our last
update in May, two more of the sponsored families have recently arrived in
Winnipeg with the final family scheduled to arrive by the end of this cal-
endar year . We look forward to introducing you to other sponsored fami-
lies in our future updates.

Operation Ezra’s primary objectives continue to be twofold and go hand
in hand: increasing awareness of the plight of the Yazidi people and spon-
soring and settling Yazidi families. 

The modest goal of raising $35,000 to sponsor one Yazidi family of four
has now been exceeded more than tenfold with over $500,000 raised to
sponsor ten families of varying sizes. Our fundraising efforts continue in an
effort to privately sponsor even more families with a target of two addi-
tional families per year starting in 2018.

The Operation Ezra coalition is comprised of an ever-expanding group of
community based multi-faith organizations and corporate partners. A large
team of dedicated volunteers continues to be the backbone of Operation
Ezra’s efforts, with new volunteers always welcome and needed.

A volunteer driven weekly EAL program held at Temple Shalom on
Thursday evenings has proven hugely successful. In addition to providing
English language training to supplement the government run EAL classes,
the Thursday evening classes have provided a regular opportunity for
socializing among and between the families and community volunteers. In
addition to teaching English, volunteers have been invaluable in finding
employment opportunities, driving family members to appointments,
assisting with resettlement activities and identifying suitable housing,
which has proven particularly challenging.

Efforts have been made to
secure housing for all of the
families in the same general
neighbourhood, thereby
reducing feelings of isola-
tion and fostering a sense of
community among the new-
comers. Supporting this
sense of community among
the Yazidi families has been
a priority of Operation Ezra
as a critical component of
successful resettlement.

For the coming year, the
Operation Ezra team has a
number of priorities. Of
utmost urgency are our
efforts to continue to spon-
sor and settle additional
Yazidi families from the
over 3000 families who are
hoping to come to Canada.
Operation Ezra provides
full financial support to the
families during their first
twelve months in Canada,
and as a result, ongoing

fundraising remains critical. 
At the same time, we will

continue to support all of our privately sponsored families as they adjust to
life in Winnipeg – be it through programming, through social or educa-
tional support, or through the ongoing provision of clothes, furniture or
local services. To that end, we will continue to seek out community and
corporate donations, which have been vital to the settlement process.

In addition to the families privately sponsored by Operation Ezra, there
are a number of government sponsored Yazidi families in Winnipeg.
Operation Ezra has begun providing some support to these families, large-
ly through our community and corporate partners who have been making
furniture, clothing and shoes available to these community members. The
families have also been invited to participate in the Temple Shalom EAL
classes, as well as various community social events, all in an effort to
strengthen and build a sense of community for all of the Yazidi newcom-
ers.

Along with our sponsorship and settlement efforts, Operation Ezra plans
to continue its advocacy and awareness work. This includes regular inter-
actions with politicians from both our Provincial and Federal Governments
as well as presentations to a growing number of groups in various commu-
nities across the city.

The value of the community support received by Operation Ezra cannot
be overstated. Every dollar and donation received has been essential to our
sponsorship and resettlement efforts and means that more Yazidi lives can
be saved. 

Just as importantly have been the individual efforts to support and get to
know the new members of our community as they adjust to a very differ-
ent life and try to address the trauma associated with their persecution and
departure from their ancestral homes in Northern Iraq. Those of us work-
ing with Operation Ezra have had our lives enriched through our volunteer
work on this project and we look forward to continuing to expand and
strengthen the Winnipeg Yazidi Community. 

oPeraTion ezra – 2017 ends with 45 Yazidi refugees starting a new life in Winnipeg!

B’nai Brith delivers Chanukah gift bags

a collage of pictures showing various activities in
which operation ezra volunteers played a major role


