
By MYRON LOVE
On Monday,

December 14, the
Chesed Shel Emes
hosted its annual
appreciation evening
for staff and volun-
teers. The event, which
was held at the Berney
Theatre, attracted well
over 100 supporters.

“Chesed shel emes
means true, loving
kindness,” explained
Rena Boroditsky, the
executive director of
Winnipeg’s 85-year-
old non-profit Jewish
funeral chapel and mortuary. “This is a kindness
that can’t be repaid.

Boroditsky described the many parts that make
up the well-oiled machine that makes possible
Jewish burial in Winnipeg including: local  hos-
pitals; staff at Etz Chayim and Shaarey Zedek in
charge of funeral arrangements (The two con-
gregations operate our city’s four major Jewish
cemeteries.); clergy; tmembers of the chevra
kaddishe who prepare the bodies for burial;
shomrim who watch over the bodies until the
funeral begins;  pall bearers;  the hearse and lim-
ousine drivers; and cemetery workers.

In particular, she singled out for praise Jeff
Morgan and Hillel Kravetsky. Over the past 30
years, she noted, Kravetsky has served twice as
Chesed president and has been a leader through-
out. “Almost all our new ideas and innovations
over the past 30 years have originated with
Hillel,” said Boroditsky.

As for Morgan, Boroditsky said that he has

been a fixture at the Chesed as long as she can
remember. He serves in multiple roles as care-
taker, member of the chevra kaddishe (along
with Kravetsky), shomer and pall bearer – doing
whatever has to be done.

The highlight of the evening, however,  was
the premiere of “My Jewish Death”, an overview
of the work of the Chevra Kaddishe by local
filmmaker Saul Henteleff.

For the Maples Collegiate film-making
teacher, “My Jewish Death” is the culmination
of an eleven year spiritual quest. In introducing
the half-hour film, Henteleff noted that his jour-
ney into Jewish death and dying began with the
funeral of Sheldon Oberman in 2004. Oberman
was a popular teacher at the Gray Academy,
nationally known story teller and author.

“The day of Obie’s funeral was a sad day – but
also a memorable one,” Henteleff said. “That
day changed my life.

Rabbi Neal Rose, in his eulogy, spoke about

Obie’s soul still being with us in the sanc-
tuary. I had never before heard any discus-
sion about a Jewish spirit or Jewish after-
life.”

Henteleff’s quest to learn more about
Jewish death and dying naturally led him to
the Chesed Shel Emes where, he said, he
met a lot of wonderful people and became
involved in the Chesed activities himself.

Henteleff’s purpose behind filming “My
Jewish Death” was to show the process of
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Healing service to be held for Reid Bricker January 10
By BERNIE BELLAN

There’s nothing so jarring
as hearing of the sudden
death of someone young, be
it in the form of a fatal dis-
ease, an accident, or as was
almost certainly the case
with 33-year-old Reid
Bricker: suicide.

By now the facts surround-
ing Reid’s disappearance are
well known to many
Winnipeggers, as almost
immediately after his release
from the Health Sciences
Centre early in the morning
of October 24th, his mother
Bonnie began alerting the media that her son
was missing. Since that fatal day Bonnie and
her husband George have carried on a tireless
campaign to bring attention to flaws in our
health system. As Bonnie says, there “is a
chronic malaise” in the health system that, as
in the case of her son Reid, prevented authori-
ties from notifying her and George that Reid
had, in fact, been released from the emergency
room at the Health Sciences Centre.

Reid Bricker had a history of attempting sui-
cide. In fact, his having been brought to the
Health Sciences Centre the night of October
23rd by Winnipeg police constituted his third
attempt at taking his own life within a 10-day
span.

Bonnie Bricker has been indefatigable in
attempting, not only to bring attention to what
she and many others regard as a critical flaw in

our health system, but in
attempting to find any clue as
to what actually happened to
Reid that fatal night. She has
already been interviewed
many times in different
media, but recently she con-
tacted The Jewish Post &
News for a different purpose
than were her previous con-
tacts with media; this time she
wanted to bring to anyone’s
attention a “healing service”
that she and her husband,
along with the other members
of Reid’s immediate family,
her other son Davis, 31, and

her daughter Erin, 34, plan on holding.
Bonnie contacted us with the intention of

putting an announcement into the paper about
the healing service that, she wrote, is going to
take place Sunday, January 10, at 3:30 pm, in
the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue. I responded to
Bonnie saying that we wouldn’t want to run a
paid announcement; rather, I told her, I wanted
to sit down with her and talk about what she
wanted to achieve by holding something that I
don’t believe has any precedent within Jewish
tradition.

We talked for over 45 minutes. During our
conversation Bonnie explained what the pur-
pose of the service would be. Also, she dis-
cussed at great length what kind of person
Reid was, and how terribly frustrating it had

“My Jewish Death” premiere part of annual Chesed appreciation evening

Grade 11 Gray Academy student Sophie
Hershfield was this year’s recipient of the
Ken H. Kronson Kehila award for volun-
teerism at the Rady JCC AGM. In the pic-
ture above are: (l-r): GAYLE WAXMAN,
Rady JCC Executive Director; Elliot
Garfinkel, Rady JCC President; SOPHIE
HERSHFIELD, and KEN KRONSON.
(More on the Rady JCC AGM on page 9.)

REID BRICKER

Continued on page 3. See “Reid Bricker”.

Continued on page 3. See “Chesed”.
“My Jewish Death”

film-maker 
SAUL HENTELEFF Rady JCC Annual General

Meeting December 14

Chesed Shel Emes
Executive Director

RENA BORODITSKY

Shaarey Zedek 
Rabbi

ALAN GREEN

Panelists who discussed “My Jewish Death” and Jewish rituals 
surrounding death following the showing of the film
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Anthony Wolch: The Art of Business and The Business of Art
Combine graphic

design, writing, and art;
throw in technology and
innovation, and you have
Anthony Wolch. He is all
of that and probably
more. He has the back-
ground, education and
experience to prove it. At

45, young Wolch, son of David and Lois Wolch,
husband to Danica, and father of two children,
Kaya, 6 and Dylan 4, has carved out a remarkable
career in Toronto and Europe. How did it all hap-
pen to this former student of Ramah and Laidlaw
schools, later the University of Winnipeg and
Simon Fraser University in BC? One thing for
sure: It was not a straightforward path.

For starters, Anthony Wolch  had a solid back-
ground in the world of art and design, beginning with his attending art
school with his grandmother Gertrude Ludwick (an artist and poet in her
own right) in the old CN Rail Station in Winnipeg in the late 1970s. Then
he spent a year at the Royal St. Martin’s College of Art and Design in
London, England. Subsequently, he attended both the Ontario College of
Art and Design and George Brown College simultaneously. While a stu-
dent at those colleges, he became what was called a creative intern at a
place known as FCB Toronto, a global advertising giant in Canada. Wolch
soon translated that experience into a job as junior art director with J.
Walter Thompson, another advertising company in the U.K., and later, back
in Toronto. Clearly, Wolch was on the ascendancy. 

Wolch soon had an opportunity to join the famous English ad agency,
Saatchi & Saatchi (led by two Jewish brothers), as the art director in 1998.
In 1999, he became the the art director and later the senior art director for
Publicis Canada. The beauty of that appointment was the chance it gave
Woldch to become a part of a global network, allowing him to be recruited
to lead the Scandinavian division of the company in Helsinki, Finland for
three years in the capacity as executive creative director. In  Finland he was
with an agency committed to, and at the forefront of, the digital revolution,

which shaped Wolch’s future career.
When Wolch returned to Canada, he was soon involved

with three interconnected companies, all well known in the
advertising field: TBWA Toronto, Organic Toronto and
Fleischman Hilliard NYC - where Wolch wore the hat of
executive creative director. That period led Wolch to go
back to New York to be a part of Omnicom NYC, also as an
executive creative director. But, Wolch’s wife wanted to
come back to Canada. Anthony was agreeable to that move
and so they returned to Toronto, where Wolch soon com-
bined with a friend and colleague, Eli Singer, to form
Entrinsic. Wolch was a partner  as well the executive cre-
ative officer. In 2014 the company was purchased by
Engagement Labs of Montreal and Wolch was invited to
become the chef creative officer for the publicly traded cor-
poration. What is clearly evident from this trail of different
companies that dot the Wolch landscape is the one certain-
ty in the advertising world: The only constant is change. 

Wolch has had over 20 years in the advertising industry and, more impor-
tantly, he has worked on some of the best known brands in the world. He
began as a writer, then an artist - inspired by his grandmother, and gradu-
ally morphed into becoming a graphic designer and art director. He has
received widespread recognition in the industry and now lectures frequent-
ly. The area of innovation that has attracted Wolch is what he calls
“Creative By The Numbers”, a concept in which he takes what he says are
irrefutable human insights from hard data to end at creative results that ulti-
mately resonate with consumers, which is the purpose for all businesses.
This concept has worked for him and his companies more than several
times and the list of clients he has gathered along the way bear some testi-
mony to Wolch’s talents: Google, Coca-Cola, RBC Royal Bank, Proctor &
Gamble are but a few of the many corporations that Wolch has both served
and worked on over his career to this point. 

There have been many remarkable stories about talented Winnipeggers
who have made their mark in the arts and in business. Anthony Wolch has
had a foot in both worlds and is yet another example of the type of creative
individual that Winnipeg has produced.

ANTHONY WOLCH
Only 45, he has had a dizzying
career in the advertising world.

By

GERRY POSNER

JNS In a region full of challenges and short on
solutions, reported cooperation between Hamas and
the Islamic State branch in Egypt’s Sinai
Peninsula—considered by many experts to be the
terror group’s most potent offshoot—adds a new
layer of threats to Middle East stability and espe-
cially to Israel. 

According to reports, the Gaza-ruling Palestinian
terrorist organization and the Islamic State branch

are collaborating on funding, smuggling, training, and even medical sup-
port.

“It’s a worrying development in the sense that this aids both Hamas’s mil-
itary buildup after the 2014 war [with Israel], as well as assists Islamic
State in the Sinai in its insurgency against the Egyptian government and
even Israel,” Neri Zilber—a visiting scholar at the Washington Institute for
Near East Policy think tank who focuses on the Middle East peace process,
with an emphasis on Palestinian economics and state-building—told
JNS.org.

“The Islamic State is believed to cherry-pick from weapons shipments
destined for Hamas in Gaza, it receives some direct training, and injured
Islamic State fighters also might receive medical treatment in Gaza,” said
Zilber.

Hamas’s reported cooperation with Islamic State comes after news that
the commander of Islamic State terrorist forces in the Sinai Peninsula,
Shadi al-Menei, was secretly meeting with Gaza-based Hamas leaders in
early December in order to grow their cooperation to launch more attacks
against Egypt and Israel.

Al-Menei and leaders of Hamas’s “military wing” were reportedly dis-
cussing the ongoing supply of weapons sought by Hamas, which in turn has
also supplied Islamic State with weapons—including Kornet anti-tank mis-
siles that have been used against the Egyptian military (such as in the sink-
ing of an Egyptian patrol boat off the coast of al-Arish) as well as several
tanks and armored personnel carriers.

Hamas and Islamic State have a common enemy with Egypt, which has
cracked down on smuggling into Gaza; targeted Hamas’s parent group, the
Muslim Brotherhood; and waged a massive military campaign to defeat
Islamic State in the Sinai. 

Part of Egypt’s plan has been to seal off the border between Gaza and the
Sinai. In September, Egyptian military said that it has started flooding tun-
nels using Mediterranean Sea water used by the Hamas terrorist group and
other Palestinians to smuggle weapons and goods into Gaza.

Overall, in the past year, the Egyptian military has demolished more than
1,110 homes on Egypt’s side of the Gaza border to create a buffer zone,

while also destroying hundreds of smuggling tunnels.
For Hamas, its connection with the Sinai is vital to the terror group’s sur-

vival because Israel maintains a maritime blockade of the territory and
allows only limited access through its land border crossings. 

“Hamas, and in particular the military wing, view the Sinai as an impor-
tant strategic hinterland. Hamas has built up ties with Sinai Bedouin tribes
going back at least a few years, predating the Islamic State—they need
their help not only smuggling weapons into Gaza, but also for economic
relations moving goods/people/money in and out of Gaza,” Zilber said.

The common threat posed by Hamas and Islamic State has also led to
unprecedented deepening of ties between Egypt and Israel, especially on
intelligence and military cooperation. Israel has permitted Egypt to ramp
up its military presence in the Sinai, despite the fact that the region is sup-
posed to remain demilitarized under the peace treaty signed by the two
countries in 1979.  

Most recently, it was reported that Israel permitted Egyptian warplanes to
use its closely guarded airspace to carry out bombing missions on Islamic
State targets near the Israeli border.  

Nevertheless, cooperation between Hamas and Islamic State may be
more pragmatic than ideological. Earlier this year, Hamas clashed with
Salafi extremist sympathizers of Islamic State, who have sought to over-
throw Hamas rule in Gaza. 

In May, Hamas forces closed down a mosque belonging to the Salafis and
arrested several of their members. The Salafi jihadists struck back by
launching mortar attacks on a Hamas base, which led Hamas to a more
widespread crackdown on the Salafi groups. 

Like Islamic State terrorists operating in Syria and Iraq, the Salafi
jihadists in Gaza do not recognize national boundaries and instead call for
a global Caliphate. While they do share Hamas’s goal of the destruction of
Israel, they view Hamas’s ideology as too nationalist and narrowly focused
on the Palestinian cause.

But more recently, Hamas has loosened its crackdown on Salafi groups
in Gaza, as reports indicate greater cooperation between the groups. In July,
Sheikh Issam Saleh, a Salafi leader in Gaza, outlined a number of steps
toward reconciliation between the two terror groups, including the release
of Salafi prisoners. 

“It’s a balancing act between upholding ties with the Sinai Province (the
Sinai’s Islamic State branch) while at the same time cracking down on
internal dissent and threats to Hamas rule,” Zilber said, adding, “Overall,
Islamic State inside Gaza proper is more a theoretical threat at present.
Hamas’s Qassam Brigades are by far the most powerful actor in the terri-
tory.”

Hamas-Islamic State cooperation adds new layer to Middle East threats

By

SEAN SAVAGE
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Community news
been, not only for Bonnie and George in
not being able to provide any breakthrough
medical treatment for Reid, but for Reid
himself in “not being able to find any way

through his illness to embrace the happiness in his life”.
We began by talking about the planned service for January 10. Bonnie

explained why the service is being called a “healing service”, rather than a
funeral or, as has become common within non-Jewish circles (and some
Reform congregations), a “celebration of life”.

“We’re calling it a healing service,” she explained candidly, “because we
don’t have his body…We needed some type of service, some type of cere-
mony, that we could go through to have some type of closure on this situ-
ation – not only for us personally and for our immediate family and friends,
but for the community at large.

“We’re trying to get to a place where we can gather – not just to talk
about the pain, but about the fun parts of Reid’s life…Without a funeral you
don’t have a visual of that person’s passing; you don’t have a way of begin-
ning the grieving process.”

I asked Bonnie what Reid’s life had been like prior to his disappearance.
“Reid was a very private person,” she said. “He kept those dark parts of

himself under wraps - and he was very much in control of that…Reid suf-
fered from Borderline Personality Disorder, social anxiety, spinal stenosis
and depression so, when he would get so sad about who he was – and who
he wanted to be – the depression would set in.”

I asked Bonnie whether there was anything at all that she or George were
able to do for Reid that helped him to cope.

“Really nothing,” she said, “just to listen and to be there for him.
“We tried,” she said. “We tried getting him to psychiatrists, to psycholo-

gists…We had concocted yet another game plan – as late as that Friday
(October 23rd) we were meeting with our GP, discussing what our next
steps were going to be.”

During our meeting Bonnie expressed her deep frustration at how the sys-
tem, particularly the Health Sciences Centre ER, handled Reid. By now,
Bonnie’s anger at that particular hospital for having released Reid in the
middle of the night is something that has been well documented in the
media. Whether change will occur in a system that currently prevents
authorities from notifying loved ones that an individual is about to be
released – ostensibly out of concern for the privacy rights of the individual
being released, remains to be seen.

But what quite disturbed me is the likely failure of the system to be able
to provide up to date information to health care providers about what a
patient’s history of attendance at other institutions might have been.
According to Bonnie, the H.S.C. relies on keeping written medical reports
about attending patients. One would think that, had there been some sort of
computerized database that someone at the H.S.C. could have consulted
that database Presumably, it would would have made it clear that Reid’s
having brought there was the result of his third suicide attempt in ten days.
At that point authorities who were responsible for determining whether he
should be released or not might have taken a different decision than the one
that was taken.

As a result, perhaps some good may come out of what happened to Reid
in terms of how our health institutions deal with individuals presenting
with the sort of problems that Reid had.

I asked Bonnie though, when she and George first became aware that
Reid was suffering from severe depression. “Was it early on in life?” I won-
dered.

“Oh yeah,” Bonnie answered. “I feel that it became manifest right around
age 14 – right after his bar mitzvah.”

Bonnie went on to describe the way in which Reid explained what he was
going through. He said that it was “like being on one side of a window,
watching everyone else, but never being able to join in with the people on
the other side.”

“I cannot get through the glass,” was how he would put it, according to
Bonnie.

Reid was terribly frustrated that he couldn’t live a normal life, doing the
everyday tasks that make up life, from getting yourself organized to start
the day, to preparing a meal for yourself and so on, she said.

In fact, Reid had never lived on his own until this past February, Bonnie
explained.

“He wanted to look normal to the rest of the world,” she said. He want-
ed to show that “he was living on his own, he had a studio, he went to work,
he had a beautiful apartment – and it was beautiful because he put it togeth-
er so elegantly – and to say he was living his life. 

“But really he wasn’t,” Bonnie continued. “He couldn’t figure out how
people got up and made themselves breakfast and got to work and did their
laundry and cooked and cleaned. All of that was so hard for him. He would
say to our other son – who had been living on his own for a few years
already: ‘How do you do this? How do you grocery shop and cook and
clean and run your business and have a social life? How do you do all that
in a day?’ ”

She admits that she and George ask themselves the question: “Would we
be living this life currently if he had stayed at home? Absolutely. I don’t

think his moving out made it easier for him – probably harder. 
“In his suicide note – and his last will and testament, he reiterates con-

stantly that what kept him alive was his love for his family and his family’s
love for him.”

The service on January 10 will be a fitting occasion for Reid Bricker’s
family – and for those in the community at large, to show their love for
Reid – much as he might have been unable to understand that. As well, it
will allow others to show their  appreciation for the courage that Bonnie
Bricker, especially, has shown in bringing Reid’s case to the forefront of
public awareness. Together with her husband George, Bonnie says she is
committed to  working night and day behind the scene to make changes to
a system that is much in need of correction.

Reid Bricker
Continued from page 1.

The Bricker family (l-r): 
DAVIS, BONNIE, GEORGE, ERIN, and REID

tahara – the ritual cleansing of the body.
As Boroditsky explained, tahara is per-
formed by a team of three volunteers for
each body – with teams of women for

female bodies and teams of men for male bodies. The process involves
washing the body and clothing the body in simple white shrouds - con-
sisting of a top, bottoms and a hood –prior to transferring the deceased
into a coffin.

Henteleff pointed out that it would have been inappropriate to have
filmed a real tahara. His solution was to put himself on the table – “his
Jewish death” – and have a tahara team (in the film consisting of
Boroditsky, Kravetsky and Phil Spevack) go through the process on cam-
era.

The documentary begins with Henteleff jogging while his voice over
introduces his spiritual quest. This is followed by scenes from a Cherva
Kaddishe cemetery conference in Portland in 2007 which he attended.
The bulk of the film depicts Heneleff’s tahara as he is pulled from an
enclosure, transferred to the table, cleansed, clothed and transferred to a
coffin. We also watch as the pallbearers carry the coffin to the hearse for
transporting to the cemetery, and the lowering of the coffin onto the grave
as viewed looking up from the grave itself.

Throughout, there are breaks for commentaries from Rabbis Neal Rose,
Allan Green (Shaarey Zedek) and Ari Ellis (who, until a few months ago,
was rabbi at from Adas-Yeshurun Herzlia Synagogue).

Henteleff singled out several people who were important contributors
to the making of the documentary – in particular Sid Robinovitch - for his
musical score; Kim Bell, the production manager of MTS TV’s “Stories
from Home” program; executive director Cam Bennett; and MTS TV
manager Greg MacLaren. MTS TV provides funding and assistance to
Manitoba based community producers.

The documentary was followed by a panel consisting of Henteleff,
Boroditsky and Rabbi Green – moderated by Martin Zeilig – fielding
questions from the audience.

Among the questions were one about embalming and the use of chem-
icals to preserve the body (None are used in Jewish burials.); whether or
not a coffin is a religious requirement (No); and how the chevra kaddishe
works with a damaged body (“We do the best we can,” Boroditsky said).

One questioner asked Henteleff how the ritual speaks to secular people.
His response is that everyone can appreciate on a human level the feeling
of being cared for.

While there are no further showings of “My Jewish Death” currently
scheduled, Henteleff is hopeful that some new bookings will be
announced in the new year.

In the meantime, if you are an MTS TV subscriber, you are able to view
the film on “Stories from Home” through video on demand.

Chesed
Continued from page 1.



The  last issue of the year for The Jewish Post
& News is traditionally one of the smallest issues
we will print all year long. In years past we used
to take a break from publishing anything at all
the final two weeks of the year, but when we
went from publishing weekly to bi-weekly I
thought it was important to produce an issue, no
matter how small it was going to be.

Almost all organizations take a break of some
sort around this time of year, so there is very little news or advertising that
we have to publish insofar as organizations are concerned. It is nice though,
to be able to report on the tremendous popularity that the Rady JCC con-
tinues to enjoy as the hub of the community. Each year the Rady JCC
Annual General Meeting, which is held around this time of year,  is invari-
ably a “good news” story. Not only has the centre’s membership shown
consistent growth over the years, according to surveys of its membership
that were reported at this years’ AGM the members of the Rady JCC are
very happy with what the centre is doing for them.

There has been a new addition to the Rady JCC staff recently: Kinzey
Posen has come on board as Director  of  Cultural and Jewish Learning.
The CBC’s loss is the Rady JCC’s gain: After a long career with the CBC,
Kinzey has retired as a music show host and radio producer. Given his past
involvement in so many other Rady JCC programs - from MCing many
events, to hosting seders, to performing with wife Shayla Fink, Kinzey was
practically a member of the Rady JCC staff anyway, so it’s not much of a
leap for him to actually occupy an office there now. I, for one, look forward
to working with Kinzey in pursuit of creating new programs and enhanc-
ing existing programs that would appeal to Jewish audiences (as well as the
many non-Jews who also enjoy the Rady JCC’s cultural programming).

While the Rady JCC may be an example of an unquestionable success
story within our community, there are some other stories which have been
percolating whose outcomes are still uncertain. We reported in our last
issue that the building in which Desserts Plus is located has been sold, but
the fate of that business has yet to be determined. For those among us who
still want to keep kosher, the uncertainty over what is going to happen with
Desserts Plus is worrying.

I contacted other grocers in the south end to see whether any of them
have plans to try and fill the void if Desserts Plus were no longer either in
the business of providing kosher products or perhaps continuing to do that,
but on a reduced scale. 

I was told by the individuals with whom I spoke that they are well aware
of the Desserts Plus situation and that there have been discussions with
their respective head offices to see what they might be able to do in the
event that they are asked to provide more kosher products. As one might
expect though, it is premature to expect any announcement of enhanced
kosher services until the Desserts Plus situation is clarified.

There is news on
another front that has to
do with the demise of
another local well-
known business, which
has long been supply-
ing  headstones for
Jewish graves. Again,
out of fairness to the
company involved in
this situation I will not
be more specific at this
point. My experience in
dealing with various
memorialists over the
years, however, is that,
in recent years, each of
them overestimates the
amount of business that
can be derived from
targeting the Jewish
community. I’ve report-
ed before that the death
rate in our community
has declined in recent
years – which is good
news; however, the
Jewish population in
Winnipeg as a whole
has declined consider-
ably over the years,
which partly explains
the decline in the death
rate.

I touched upon that in a recent column when I wondered how many older
Winnipeg Jews might have already moved to another city recently or else
might be contemplating moving to another city. Almost all of us know of
someone who has moved either to Vancouver or Toronto to be closer to
children.

Interestingly, shortly after I speculated upon how much more likely that
is to be occurring in the future, I had a call from someone in Vancouver
whose mother lives in the Louis Brier home there. I asked that person
whether she knew other former Winnipeggers living in Louis Brier and she
began to rattle off a series of names of people, all of whom I knew. I’m sure
that if I were to inquire about the Baycrest Centre in Toronto, I would have
the same experience.

On a final note, I had the unhappy privilege last week of being able to sit
down with Bonnie Bricker , whose son Reid disappeared after having been
released from the Health Sciences Centre Emergency Department in the
middle of the night on October 24th.

My story about my interview with Bonnie appears on page 1. During the
course of speaking with Bonnie I mentioned to her that, over the years, sto-
ries of sudden loss within our community resonate more than any other sto-
ries. I recited  the names of several individuals, all of whom either died sud-
denly  - in car accidents, for instance, as in the cases of Phil Katz and David
Dusang (who grew up in Winnipeg), or as the result of an illness that befell
them quickly and prematurely, as in the case of Richard Tapper. 

I said to Bonnie that, in each of those cases, when I would post a story on
our website about that individual’s passing, it would receive a tremendous
number of “hits” – more than a story of any other type. Years ago, when the
young Winnipegger Fern Rykiss, who was only 17, was killed in Israel as
the result of a terrorist attack on a bus (in 1989), that story, too, resonated
with readers like nothing else. Of course, that was during a pre-internet and
Facebook era, when newspapers were much more important in serving as
a community forum.

On Tuesday, December 15, I posted something on The Jewish Post and
News Facebook page about my having interviewed Bonnie Bricker about
the healing service that will be held in memory of Reid Bricker on January
10. Within minutes that posting had been seen by hundreds of people and
the video that I posted of my interview with Bonnie was subsequently also
viewed by hundreds of people.

I’m sure that not very many of those people knew Reid Bricker, but the
tremendous courage that Bonnie Bricker has shown in speaking publicly
about Reid’s problems and the difficulties that the family had in dealing
with what is often a confounding health care system surely resonated with
a tremendous number of individuals.

If this paper can continue to serve as a sounding board for individuals
such as Bonnie Bricker and a forum for information that you are not likely
to find anywhere else, we will continue to work toward providing that ser-
vice, even while some Jewish organizations think that newspapers are
passé and that their websites are all they really need to maintain in order to
inform the public of what they’re doing.    

4 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, December 23, 2015

Editorial/comment

Published every second Wednesday. We
acknowledge the financial support of the
Government of Canada through the Canada
Periodical Fund (CPF) for our publishing
activities.

Subscriptions in Canada
$43.67 per year

Subscriptions outside Canada $100.00 per year in
Cdn. funds or $75.00 per year in U.S. funds.  Member
of Jewish Telegraphic Agency, New York.
The Jewish Post & News is not responsible for the
kashrut of any products or establishments advertised
or publicized in this newspaper, or in inserts included
in this newspaper. Opinions expressed in letters to the
editor, or articles by contributing writers are not nec-
essarily endorsed by The Jewish Post & News.

The Jewish Post Ltd.
Publisher

Directors
Bernie Bellan
Myron Love

Reuben Potash

Publications
Agreement

No. 40047412

Postage paid at
Winnipeg

ISSN 0836-6063

Bernie Bellan
Editor

Office at 
1-620 Brock St.

Wpg. MB R3N 0Z4

Please send all mail
to above address

Phone: 204-694-3332
Fax:  204-694-3916

E-mail:
jewishp@mts.net

By

BERNIE BELLAN

Short takes

PHIL KATZ RICHARD TAPPER

DAVID DUSANG FERN SHAWNA RYKISS



Wednesday, December 23, 2015, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   5

Comment

Ha’aretz writer makes case for Jewish future being in Israel
By MYRON LOVE

Forty years ago, Henry Kissinger predicted the demise of Israel, notes
Ha’aretz writer Evelyn Gordon in an article that was published in the
November issue of Commentary Magazine. (I read it on the Israpundit web-
site.) 

Actually, Gordon quotes New York Times journalist James Reston’s pré-
cis of Kissinger’s observation – that “regardless of what the United States
does, Israel’s diplomatic isolation will increase unless there is a general set-
tlement. Without a fundamental change, Israel could wind up in an interna-
tional diplomatic ghetto, with the United States her only friend. Even in the
United States, Israel’s position will not be secure unless she changes her
policy.”

“Since then,” Gordon points out, “Israel’s Jewish population has more
than doubled, its GDP has quintupled, and it has opened diplomatic rela-
tions with dozens of additional countries.

“The future contains no guarantees. But previous rumors of Israel’s
impending demise have proved greatly exaggerated.”

Gordon’s argument is that it is America’s Jewish community whose future
doesn’t look good. “Today’s Jewish world has two main centers: America
and Israel,” she writes. “But by 2065, if current trends hold, it will have
only one–Israel.”

She cites simple demographics as one reason for her view. America,
according to the Jewish Virtual Library, has between 5.4 to 6.8 million
Jews, she writes, depending on whether you count only “core Jews” or the
“enlarged” population, which includes “persons of Jewish parentage” and
“non-Jewish household members.”

America’s core Jewish population has barely grown over the past half-
century, she points out. “True, in 1960, the “enlarged” population was only
5.4 to 5.5 million,” she notes. “But since intermarriage was much less com-
mon then, this population–identical to today’s core Jewish figure–primarily

comprised core Jews. Its subsequent increase has thus come mainly from
counting non-Jews as Jews.”

It’s not only in America though where the Jewish future looks to decrease.
This writer expects that the current Jewish exodus from Europe is going to
accelerate rapidly over the next few years as Western Europe – with its fast-
growing Muslim population - is becoming inhospitable territory for Jews.

And, while Latin America’s Jewish communities – with particularly size-
able numbers in Brazil, Argentina and Mexico – are not facing physical dan-
gers to the degree that European Jewish communities are, the economic sit-
uation in those countries as well as endemic violence – is pushing some of
their Jewish citizens to leave.

And the pull for many of them – in both Europe and Latin America is
Israel.

Israel’s core Jewish population, Gordon writes, in contrast to the United
States, has more than tripled, from 1.9 million in 1960 to 6.3 million today.

“This divergence (between Israeli and American Jewish populations) will
only increase,” Gordon notes, citing a recent Pew Research study on
American fertility rates. American Jewish fertility is below replacement
rate, at 1.9 children per family as compared to Israel’s Jewish fertility rate
(according to Israel’s Central Bureau of Statistics), which is at 3.05 children
per family.

In addition to Israel having a higher Jewish population than America in 50
year, Gordon adds, Israel will also probably have the more Jewishly com-
mitted community. While younger American Jews are increasingly drop-
ping away from the Jewish community through intermarriage and indiffer-
ence, she notes, Israeli Jews are increasingly opting in.

“In Israel, opting out is hard to do,” Gordon observes. “like it or not,
you’re part of an enormous Jewish collective–the State of Israel–whose
decisions affect everyone. And perhaps partly in consequence, Jewish
engagement is booming.”

She cites a 2007 Guttman Center study that found that while 68 percent
of Israeli Jews over 60 years old defined themselves as secular, only 37 per-
cent of adults under 30 did so; the rest placed themselves on the broad spec-
trum from traditional-but-nonobservant to ultra-Orthodox.

“And even secular Israelis rarely abandon Judaism entirely,” she writes.
In another Guttman Center survey from 2009, she referred to, sweeping

majorities of Israeli Jews deemed it important to observe Jewish lifestyle
rituals such as circumcision or shivah (over 90 percent), celebrate Jewish
holidays “in the traditional manner” (85 percent), keep kosher at home (76
percent), and have a special Sabbath-eve meal (more than two-thirds).

“More than two-thirds also attributed importance to studying classical
Jewish texts such as the Bible and the Talmud,” she notes. “Study options
for secular Jews have mushroomed accordingly, from jam-packed Shavuot
learning sessions to full-year pre-army programs.”

Now, to my way of thinking, all of the above does not mean that the
Diaspora is going to disappear with all the Jews in the world moving to
Israel. (Would Israel even be able to support 15 million Jews – in addition
to the country’s smaller non-Jewish population?) To begin with, there is one
part of the Diaspora Jewish community that is growing: That would be the
Orthodox communities and most of them will stay where they are as long
as they are safe. (See European reference above.)

I also think that countries such as Canada and Australia – which are pros-
perous and safe (so far) will continue to maintain substantial Jewish popu-
lations and  attract some Jewish immigrants.

However, as was noted at the beginning of this piece, predicting the future
based on current trends is a risky venture. Much can change in the blink of
an eye. (Who would have predicted the quite sudden collapse of
Communism in Russia?)

One can but hope for the best.

Dr. Weidman’s passing
The passing of Dr. Marty Weidman was a significant loss, not only to his

family and friends but to our community. He was a highly skilled and
respected paediatrician, and a gentle and kind man. He was also a story
teller with an uncanny ability to entertain. 

Dr. Marty Weidman’s spirit will live on and will continue to influence
many of us in our community. He will be profoundly missed by all who had
the good fortune to know him.
Bradley Pollock

Thanks for review of my book
Hi Bernie,
I read your review of my book a couple of days ago. It was very fair and

quite informative from my point of view. As I begin the sequel, your com-
ments as well as the feedback that I received from others will help me pro-
duce a better book in hopefully the not too distant future.

I hope that you and yours had a wonderful Chanukah.
Best Wishes,

Jeff Gale

LETTERS

Let’s not rush to condemn Donald Trump
By ALEX ARENSON

Remember that wonderful movie “The American President”? It’s hard to
believe it’s twenty years old. A lot has happened since then, but the brilliant
screenplay by Aaron Sorkin still resonates. There’s a great scene in the Oval
Office when President Andrew Shepherd is meeting with his senior staff.
Shepherd’s polling numbers are disastrous. The Republican rabble rouser
Sen. Bob Rumson, aka Donald Trump, has been successfully attacking his
patriotism. So far, Shepherd has refused to join the battle.

Lewis Rothschild (wonderfully played by Michael J. Fox) admonishes
him: “....People want leadership, Mr. President, and in the absence of gen-
uine leadership, they’ll listen to anyone who steps up to the micro-
phone...They’re so thirsty for it they’ll crawl through the desert toward a
mirage, and when they discover there’s no water, they’ll drink the sand”.

The latest U.S. polls have Donald Trump at 39% in the Republican pri-
mary race, more than twice the support of his nearest rival Sen. Ted Cruz.
Trump is even polling well in Canada. In a recent Angus Reid poll, 33% of
Canadians approved of his proposal to ban Muslim immigration. Liberals
everywhere, and many conservatives, are gnashing their teeth and howling
at the moon. “The sky is falling! The sky is falling!” He’s a buffoon. He’s a
dangerous racist. He’s anti-Muslim. He’s xenophobic. And for some, he’s
another Hitler.

My response to Trump? Let’s all slow down and get some perspective.
Aside from his hardcore nut bar support most of Trump’s extraordinary
numbers are a reflection of President Obama’s ineptitude and lack of lead-
ership. Some examples:

-Trump didn’t release five Taliban terrorists from Guantanamo Bay in
exchange for the traitor/deserter Sgt. Bergdahl and        invite him and his
parents to the White House where they recited a Muslim prayer.

-Trump didn’t make the disastrous kowtowing nuclear deal  with the ter-
rorist Iranian regime.

-Trump didn’t react to the Islamic terrorist attack at Fort Hood in which
thirteen soldiers were murdered by referring to it as a     workplace incident.

-Trump didn’t direct the disastrous destabilization of Libya, leaving it
much more dangerous than it was under Gaddafi.

-Trump didn’t go on numerous million-dollar-a-day golfing holidays
while millions of Americans live below the poverty line.

-Trump didn’t invite that teenager (and his family) to the White House as
a reward for bringing a fake bomb to school.

What about Trump’s pledge to temporarily halt Muslim immigration into
the U.S.? I don’t endorse that as a solution. But the fact that that pledge has
enhanced his popularity speaks to the legitimate fears that many people have
regarding the constant barrage of Islamic terrorist outrages and threats
throughout the world and here in North America.

In the absence of leadership people will crawl through the desert toward
a mirage. On the morning before the ISIL outrage in Paris, Obama proudly
announced that his Administration had succeeded in containing ISIL. As one
jaded observer remarked: “to where? The planet Earth?”

Last time I checked it wasn’t Donald Trump who perpetrated the San
Bernardino massacre, or Paris, or Fort Hood, or 9-11, or the murder of Cpl.
Cirillo. It was Islamic terrorists. Folks, let’s keep our eye on the ball here.



Two local potters who sold their wares at
Tarbut for the first time were satisfied with
the results. 

“This was my first Tarbut,” says Lainie
Rosner, “and most of my pieces sold.”

“I received many positive comments at
Tarbut,” says Marim Daien Zipursky.

Daien Zipursky has been involved in the
art world in one form or another for her
entire adult life. Currently a researcher for

External Relations at the University of Manitoba, she is the holder
of a Fine Arts degree (Art History) from the university; as well, she
has had a great deal of experience in arts administration. Daien
Zipursky notes that she was originally hired by the university on an
interim basis as the university’s art collection co-ordinator.

She initially took up pottery over ten years ago when she returned
to Fine Arts at the university as a special student with an interest in
studying clay work. “I have always had an interest in pottery,”
Daien Zipursky says. “I was inspired by the example of my aunt,
Razie Brownstone, who was a potter and for years did all the work-
shops and craft sales. I grew up admiring her work. So I have a per-
sonal connection.”

On her return to university, Daien Zipursky linked up with sever-
al other older Fine Arts students. The group of artists formed a col-
lective called “Grey Matters” and organized several exhibitions.
She has also exhibited over the years through the Manitoba Craft
Council, Clifton Studios, Gallery Lacosse and the Fish Fly Gallery at
Winnipeg Beach.

Daien Zipursky singles out veteran Winnipeg potter Alan Lacovetsky for
the help and support that he has given her and other potters over the years.

She used to have a studio on Clifton Street but, after going to work full
time at the university, she moved her studio into the basement of her River
Heights home. “It made more sense,” she says.

She notes that most of her pieces are sculptural. “I use a smokefire, saw-
dust process,” she explains, “which leaves the clay body more porous and
therefore less suitable for functional use.“

What she likes about the technique she uses, she says, is that she doesn’t
have 100% control over the end result. “There is a bit of magic,” she says.
“I try to create pattern and colour that accentuates the form by using organ-

ic material, oxides,
salt and wire – but
ultimately the firing
process dictates the
final product.”

Over the past two
years, Daien Zipursky
has expanded her geo-
graphic range in doing
pottery on Prince
Edward Island. “Our
daughter, Shira,
moved to PEI two
years ago,” she says.
“I have spent the last
two summers there
and made connections
with a group of local
potters. My holiday
time is also my time
for producing my art-
work.”

Starting March 18,
Daien Zipursky will
be participating in a
group exhibition
called Five Directions
at the Cre8ery (125
Adelaide Street).

.....

Lainie Rosner
began working with
pottery about ten
years ago, when she
took a summer course
at the Stoneware
Gallery. An Art,
Biology and English
teacher in the Seven
Oaks School Division
Adult Learning

Centre, Rosner says that she first
became intrigued with pottery during an
archaeological dig she worked on in
Greece in 1999.

She began devoting a lot more time to
the craft about a year ago when her
father (Gerald Rosner) installed a studio

for her in the basement of her new home. “With a studio in my home, I have
a lot more time to do pottery,” she says. 

Operating under the “Fired Up Pottery” label, Rosner turns out many
mugs and bowls – all functional pieces, she says. She notes that while she
has tried different styles of pottery, she is drawn to the rough-looking,
wood-fired pieces that are typical of Japan and Korea.

“I am still learning and trying different methods,” she says. “When I
approach a piece of clay, I don’t always know what will turn out. It’s inter-
esting to see what the clay and glaze will reveal. Some pieces came out of
the kiln today and they were completely different from the last time I used
the same glaze combination - unexpected, but absolutely gorgeous.” 

She reports that she has previously displayed her works at the Cre8ery
and at a number of craft sales. She also has a Facebook page: www.face-
book.com/fireduppotterybylainie/.  As well, people can follow her on
Instagram at  lainroz.
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Myron Love

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Potters display wares at most recent Tarbut 

LAINIE ROSNER: “This was my
first Tarbut, and most of my pieces
sold.”

MARIM DAIEN ZIPURSKY: “I
received many positive comments at
Tarbut.”

��������	
����� ��������	����

������������ ������������

���������	���
�����������������	
������
�����
��	��
��	����

��������	����
����������������
��������������������������������

Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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Correction
In our article about centenarians at the Simkin Centre we mixed up

the names under four of the pictures. Here again are the pictures - this
time with the correct names.

SARAH LEPKIN

LILY THOMAS

JEAN WOLFMAN

IRIS GLANVILLE



Holocaust film ‘Son of Saul’
nominated for Golden Globe

L O S
A N G E L E S
(JTA) – The
s e a r i n g
Holocaust film
“Son of Saul”
is one of five
fore ign- lan-
guage movies
nominated for
a Golden
Globe Award. 

T h e
H u n g a r i a n
movie is also
an early
favorite in the
fore ign- lan-
guage Oscar
race, which includes entries from 81 countries. 

In “Son of Saul,” the character of Saul Auslander
is a member of the Sonderkommando at
Auschwitz-Birkenau who is forced to cremate the
bodies of fellow prisoners gassed by the SS. In one
corpse, Saul believes he recognizes his dead son. 

As the Sonderkommando men plan a rebellion,
Saul vows that he will save the child’s corpse from
the flames and find a rabbi to say Kaddish at a
proper funeral. 

Saul is portrayed by the Budapest-born Geza
Rohrig, the founder of an underground punk band
during Communist rule. Moving to New York, he
studied at a Hasidic yeshiva and graduated from
the Jewish Theological Seminary. 

Another entry bearing on the Holocaust, the
German film “Labyrinth of Lies,” failed to make
the cut. Set in the post-war 1950s, when most
Germans preferred to deny or ignore the
Holocaust, “Labyrinth” focuses on a young
German prosecutor determined to bring the Nazis
who ran Auschwitz to trial before a German court. 

The winners will be presented at the usually wild
and unpredictable Golden Globe ceremony on Jan.
16. 

Winners and nominees, picked by a small group
made up of members of the Hollywood Foreign
Press Association, gain publicity but none of the
prestige reserved for Academy Award winners. 

Recognizable Jewish names among Golden
Globe nominees include writer Aaron Sorkin,
nominated in the Best Screenplay category for the
film “Steve Jobs.” 
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Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University
Of Manitoba.

English summary of
Yiddish column

The Belorussian writer Svetlana Alexievitch
won the Nobel prize for literature this year for her
documentary narratives of war and catastrophe. In
1997 she published her powerful book “Voices
From Chernobyl: The Oral History of a Nuclear
Disaster.” The book is a collage of personal
monologues told by the simple victims of the
Soviet regime. This hard to read masterpiece
makes you lose your trust in government, but
restores your faith in mankind and literature. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz
Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.



CMDA Wpg:  As urgency intensifies, new campaign kicks off
With the ongo-

ing terrorist
attacks continu-
ing in Israel - to
the point that
d u r i n g
A m b a s s a d o r
Dennis Ross’s
recent talk in

Winnipeg, he referred to the situation as “a
new normal” that we will need to get used
to for the next while - the Winnipeg chapter
of Canadian Magen David Adom (CMDA)
has launched a new fundraising campaign
to send another ambulance to Israel. 

Over the past two years, the Winnipeg
chapter of CMDA, thanks to generous
donations from people throughout
Winnipeg and Manitoba, has donated two
ambulances to Magen David Adom (MDA)
Israel. 

This make it possible to provide a physi-
cal and emotional lifeline to the people of
Israel, showing them that Manitobans care
and realize the importance of saving lives.

John Plantz and the “Buy a Piece 
of the Ambulance” campaign 

This year, to ensure the goal of being  able
to meet CMDA Winnipeg’s commitment of
sending one ambulance per year, a member
of the Winnipeg board, John Plantz, spear-
headed a new way of gathering the needed
funds for the ambulance - with the “Buy a
Piece of the Ambulance” campaign. 

Plantz’s commitment to CMDA Winnipeg
began following the passing of his friend
and CMDA supporter, John Thiessen, who had often encouraged Plantz to
get involved. 

Plantz was born a Christian and it was not until later in life that his grand-
father divulged to the family that they were, in fact, Jewish. This revelation
changed Plantz’s life and moved him to explore his roots, which he began
by studying archaeology in Israel.

“CMDA is a vital part of Israel’s existence,” said Plantz. “It’s there where
the rubber meets the road. By getting ambulances for the State of Israel,
we’re helping make a difference for the people of Israel and assuring that
people get the help they need in their time of need.”

How it works
Speaking of the fundraising campaign concept, Plantz said: “The Buy a

Piece of the Ambulance campaign is really a giant black and white picture
of an ambulance that is to be bought for Israel. We have another picture in
colour of the same ambulance, which is cut into pieces - like a puzzle - and
it will be pasted onto the black and white picture as people purchase these
pieces.”

While some donors may be able to donate the actual cost of the piece they
buy, the majority will be made as a symbolic act. Donations are “sold” in
multiplications of 18, as the number 18 or “Chai” in Hebrew means “life.”
For example, symbolically saving 10 people would be $180.00, 20 people
would be $360.00, and so on.

“We would like to send another ambulance this year and we can only do
this if people will participate with us,” said Plantz. “People can make a dif-
ference and, if we all do a part, we can be a blessing to the people of
Israel...and, now is the time to stand up with Israel.”

To help with the ambulance drive, the chapter has recently been (and is
continually) looking for more people wanting to get involved in the chap-
ter in any way. And, some supporters are stepping up to the plate. 

Andrew Voth
One such person is Andrew Voth (32), along with his brother, Jeremy.

Voth works as a yard manager for Reimer Soils. He is a Christian, by faith,
and Israel supporter.

Voth has lent his support to Israel and the Jewish people ever since the
first time he visited Israel in 2008 on a biblical tour. He has since returned
to Israel a second time, in 2013. Both of those trips were led by John
Plantz. 

“I was looking to engage my time more usefully. One day John [Plantz]
asked if I would like to come to a CMDA meeting, and my love for Israel
drew me there,” said Voth. “I know the importance of Magen David
Adom’s work for all the people of Israel. It’s a lifeline to those in distress
and often in conflict situations.

“Unfortunately, with the current situation in Israel, there will only be
more of a need for MDA to fill and a need for people like myself to step
out and walk beside and support our Jewish brothers and sisters.”

Ana Kazakevitch 
The Winnipeg chapter of CMDA has also recently welcomed on board

Israeli intensive care nurse, Ana Kazakevitch (37), a newcomer from Israel
who was personally affected by a terrorist attack that killed her mother 17
years ago. 

After the terror attack, Kazakevitch received support from a wonderful
volunteer organization called, “Sella,” which assists people who have been
impacted by terrorism. Kazakevitch later joined Sella and supported others. 

“As an intensive care nurse, I appreciate and admire MDA’s profession-
alism and endless devotion to their work,” said Kazakevitch, who is mar-
ried and has two young sons. “And, when I was told by Regina Teplitsky
about Winnipeg’s chapter of CMDA, I was glad to join them. 

“All Israel citizens are exposed to the endless stress induced by terror
attacks on a daily basis. MDA deals with multiple challenges, finding
themselves in the middle of unusual situations, like how they should give
first aid being attacked by rocks and bullets. I, for one, think that they
deserve every possible support.”

How to help
If you would like to buy a piece of the ambulance, please send a

cheque made out to “CMDA” to Ami Bakerman, the Winnipeg chap-
ter treasurer (at 699 Toronto St, Wpg, MB, R3E-1Z4) or visit the web-
site to make a donation (at www.cmdai.org).

For more information, contact Ami at (204)-771-7326 or amibaker-
man@gmail.com.

8 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, December 23, 2015

Community/Israel news

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

The Winnipeg branch of Canadian Magen David Adom is now in the
midst of attempting to buy what will be the third ambulance it will
have donated to Israel’s Magen David Adom.

ANDREW VOTH: 
“Unfortunately, with the
current situation in
Israel, there will only be
more of a need for MDA
to fill and a need for peo-
ple like myself to step out
and walk beside and sup-
port our Jewish brothers
and sisters.”

Turkey, Israel strike preliminary 
agreement to normalize relations

(JTA) — Israel and Turkey reached a preliminary agreement to renew
normal relations.

The tentative agreement, hammered out during meetings in Switzerland,
would include the reinstatement of ambassadors in both countries, Reuters
reported Thursday, citing an unnamed Israeli official.

The Associated Press said the deal was reached by Israel's Mossad Chief
Yossi Cohen and the Turkish Foreign Affairs Undersecretary Feridun
Sinirlioglu.

Under the agreement, Israel will create a compensation fund for the fam-
ilies of the 10 Turkish citizens killed by Israeli forces on the Mavi Marmara
in 2010. The ship was part of a flotilla of boats filled with pro-Palestinian
activists attempting to break Israel’s naval blockade of the Gaza Strip.
After the incident, Turkey to cut off relations.

JNI Media reported that the compensation fund will total $20 million.
According to The Times of Israel, Turkey has agreed to drop legal pro-

ceedings against the Israel Defense Forces soldiers involved in the Mavi
Marmara raid and to crack down on terrorist groups. In addition, it will
expel a Hamas leader said to be running operations out of Turkey.

The agreement also calls for installing a gas pipeline through Turkey and
launching talks about the sale and purchase of natural gas.

Bar Refaeli questioned for tax evasion
JERUSALEM (JTA) -- Supermodel Bar Refaeli was reportedly ques-

tioned for 12 hours by authorities under suspicion of failing to pay millions
of shekels in taxes.

Refaeli, 30, was identified by Israeli media on Thursday as the unnamed
supermodel who was questioned on Wednesday until midnight. She is sus-
pected of failing to report gifts and discounts on luxury goods, including a
car and a rent-free apartment, that are subject to income tax, Walla report-
ed.



Rady JCC AGM: 
Rady JCC continues to show phenomenal popularity and growth

By BERNIE 
BELLAN

By now, anyone attending an Annual
General Meeting of the Rady JCC should be
used to hearing a constant supply of good
news. While other Jewish organizations,
especially synagogues, continue to battle
declining memberships, year after year the
Rady JCC exceeds past performance and has
ever more people using its facilities.

Here is one statistic produced by Rady JCC
Executive Director Gayle Waxman at the
AGM that really caught my eye: In the past
year (ending August 31) there were over
900,000 visits to the Rady JCC. That works
out to over 2,465 people a day coming to the
Rady JCC for one reason or another!

As the hub of activity not only for the
Jewish community, but for a good part of the
non-Jewish community as well, the Rady
JCC has established itself as a model for other
Jewish community centres across North
America.

In his remarks at the AGM, Rady JCC
President Elliot Garfinkel referred to the
increase in the amount that the Rady JCC
paid to the Asper Campus in “license fees”
(rent) during the past year. (According to the
Financial Statement produced at the AGM
that increase came to $113,720, or a 12%
increase from the previous year.)

According to Garfinkel, the reason for the
substantial increase in license fees was due to
the loss of revenue from what was known as
“Building 3” – the white building that used to
be rented out to the Government of Manitoba
and which has been demolished.

One other item that was of particular note
in the Financial Statement was the decline in
revenue from fundraising. Again, Garfinkel
provided an explanation. The 2014 Sports
Dinner, featuring Magic Johnson as guest
speaker, was exceptionally successful, he
noted. Not only was there a huge crowd, but
Johnson personally donated a large number
of courtside tickets to Los Angeles Laker
games, which were auctioned off at a huge
profit for the Sports Dinner. 

However, while this year’s Sports Dinner
did not raise nearly as much revenue as the
previous year’s, expenses for this year’s din-
ner were far lower. The reason: Guest speaker Gary Bettman had waived his
speaking fee. (As it turned out, Bettman was unable to attend the dinner for
medical reasons but he was replaced by a trio of Mark Chipman, Paul
Maurice, and Kevin Cheveldayoff of the Winnipeg Jets, all of whom agreed
to appear in Bettman’s place at the very last minute. Garfinkel referred to that
threesome’s stepping forward as an indication of how highly regarded the
Rady JCC is within the community at large.)

In her own remarks, Gayle Waxman used a Powerpoint presentation (which,
as she explained, she always likes to do) to highlight some of the most signif-
icant achievements of the Rady JCC in the past year. As has already been
noted, the centre is incredibly successful in attracting a huge number of indi-
viduals each and every day of the year. The actual number of memberships at
the Rady JCC was over 2500 units. (A unit can be anywhere from one indi-
vidual to an entire family.) That figure represented the highest level of mem-
berships at the Rady JCC in 10 years.

As well as attracting large numbers to many events, such as cultural pro-
grams, Yom Ha’atsmaut, and Folklorama, Waxman noted that the fitness cen-
tre had a retention rate of 85%, which is well above the industry average. (On
a personal note I can well recall my wife Meachelle’s experience at a well-
known Winnipeg fitness centre, where she served as a manager for years and
which had a turnover rate approaching 40%.)

Waxman also spoke of the pride she felt in the 10% increase in the number
of scholarships that the Rady JCC was able to give out in the past year for chil-
dren to be able to attend day camps at the centre. (There were over 2,000 reg-
istrations in summer day camps.)

A good portion of her presentation was given over to plans that the Rady
JCC has to continue to reach out to younger members of the community.
Waxman noted that “70% of (Jewish) families with children under 12 years
old will attend at least one Rady JCC activity per year.” Further, “70% of
youth ages 12-17 will attend at least one Rady JCC youth activity per year”

and “70% of newcomers (recent arrivals) will participate in at
least one Rady JCC cultural program per year.”

Speaking of young families, Waxman referred to the contin-
uing demand for day care services: “Eight hundred families
have indicated that they want day care at our centre”, she said.

The announcement earlier this year that what will be known
as the David and Ruth Asper Early Learning Centre will soon
be able to provide an additional 50 spaces for those families
desperate to find day care – and within a Jewish setting, should

go some way toward meeting that need, Waxman noted. As well, the addition
of the new day care in what was formerly a fire hall on Grosvenor Avenue
brings the total value of capital assets under the control of the Rady JCC to
$835,741. 

Waxman reminded those in attendance (and anyone reading this) that there
are many great opportunities to make a donation to the new day care and have
your name memorialized. (Hmm, I wonder whether I can have something
called the “Bernie Bellan port a potty” named after me. What do you say,
Gayle?)

In a final segment of the AGM, various volunteers and long-time employ-
ees of the Rady JCC were called up to receive awards recognizing their years
of service. 

Oh – one final note: Waxman revealed that the guest speaker at this year’s
upcoming sports dinner will be Dan Marino, the Hall of Fame quarterback for
the Miami Dolphins. (I’m still waiting for Tom Brady and former Victoria’s
Secret model Gisele Bundchen to be brought in as a team. But that’s another
story – about how someone who used to have a connection to the Sports
Dinner said he could have brought them here a few years ago. Ah – the sto-
ries that get told to me that I can’t repeat ver batim.)
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Rady JCC Executive Director GAYLE
WAXMAN with Assistant Executive
Director Tamar Barr (right), who was
honoured for having been part of the
Rady JCC staff for 18 years - ever
since the Rady JCC first opened.
Waxman noted that MARK
SPENCER, Director of Fitness and
Health, has also been with the Rady
JCC 18 years, while DONNA THOM-
SON at the membership desk is now
the only Rady JCC employee who also
worked at the old Y.M.H.A. on
Hargrave (two years there).

GAYLE WAXMAN with Sports Desk
Supervisor EDWIN CHING, who has
been with the Rady JCC five years
now.

GAYLE WAXMAN and KEN KRONSON presenting
Ken H. Kehila award for volunteerism in the cultural arts
department to REVA CRAVEN (missing from the pic-
ture: ROSE AZIMAN)

91-year-old SAUL FINK (left) was presented with the Sid
Slonim Award, named in honour of the late Sid Slonim, by
Sid’s brother Morley (middle) and Sid’s son Ross. Fink,
who participates in what is known as Sid’s Group, also
swims regularly in the pool.

Dan Marino to be guest speaker at Sports Dinner
It was announced at the Rady JCC Annual

General Meeting December 14 that Dan
Marino, Hall of Fame quarterback of the
Miami Dolphins, will be this year’s Y Sports
Dinner guest speaker.

This year’s dinner  will take place June 21.
For more information contact the Rady JCC

at 204-477-7510.
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In the Torah portion Va-y’hi (Genesis 47:28 -
50:26) that happens this Shabbat, December 26th,
we get to read about parental blessings. The
prayer that many families say on Shabbat…
‘May you be like Ephraim and Menashe’ comes
from this parsha. The prayer is a beautiful one
and reciting it is a custom for some families on
every Shabbat. Other communities say it just
before Yom Kippur, or in others, not at all. My

parents didn’t do this tradition with me growing up, but when I had kids, I
decided it was important to me. We say it every week at our Shabbat table.
I haven’t been at many other Shabbat tables in Winnipeg, but if you don’t
already do this, it is worth trying out at yours.

What does this mean in English? May you be like Ephraim and Menashe.
(boys) May you be like Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah. (girls)

For all children:
May God Bless you and guard you. 
May the light of God shine upon you, and may God be gracious to you. 
May the presence of God be with you and give you peace.
Since it was a new tradition for us, when we began, it wasn’t memorized

and we had to work at remembering it. It wasn’t natural for my twins
either, and for a while, they fought us when we put our hands on their heads
to do the blessing. 

After a while, one of my boys realized we were saying “peace” at the end
of the prayer, and he could do the peace sign with his fingers. Now, getting
Mommy and Daddy’s hands on your head and aiming for the peace sign to
do at the end, with a grin, is part of the fun. 

Many have wondered why the blessing says “be like Ephraim and
Menashe” instead of the many other male leaders in the Torah. The com-
mon rabbinic response is that Ephraim and Menashe were born in the dias-
pora. Despite the secular (or particularly Egyptian) nature of their upbring-
ing, they were upstanding young men with good moral character. In an
environment that did not naturally foster strong Jewish identity, they
remained committed to it.

Jewish families often put a lot of pressure on their kids to become accom-
plished professionals and to make something of themselves. The People of
the Book often is interpreted to mean that we expect everybody to become
a “somebody.” Doctors, lawyers, teachers, professors and rabbis are com-
mon aspirations among some circles. We want you to be learned. We want
you to earn a lot. We want you to gain others’ respect and to have dignity
and influence.

Yet, when we do this blessing, we aren’t saying “Be like David the King”
or any of the other strong Biblical male characters. Instead of a chance to
pressure our offspring, it might be seen, instead, as an expression of our
true values. We want you to be a good person and to withstand the strug-
gles of life in the diaspora. We want you to stand up for what’s right. We
want you to behave Jewishly.

I’m the first to say that my house is full of books and educational games.
I try to focus on stimulating learning and imaginative play….and I’ll sup-
port any kind of higher education for kids. Yet, this blessing helps remind
us of how we should behave, no matter what we do professionally.

Last I heard, one of my twins would like to be a superhero paleontolo-
gist. He plans on helping people as a superhero but his great enthusiasm is
dinosaurs, digging, and bones. (Snow has really stalled his digging efforts,
to be honest.) My other twin has expressed interest in becoming a digger
driver…. Digging seems to be a theme in my household. 

The thing is, we Jews have a diverse array of skills and professions. Does
it pay enough to support us financially? Can we get satisfaction from our
work? Can our work allow us the leeway we need to be good people,
according to Jewish teaching? These are all the important details.

The Talmud teaches us that we must circumcise our boys, redeem the
firstborn, teach him Torah, help him find a wife, teach him a trade and
teach him to swim. In a modern context, our obligation would be to help
all our children to learn Torah, find loving partners, find satisfying work
and teach them to swim. We have lots of obligations as parents both in the
Jewish community, and in the broader world, to help raise children.

Certainly we can bless all Jewish children by helping them to learn Jewish
texts, teaching them to love, and enabling them to grow into whatever work
is best for them. Also, at this time of year, when the outside world is mak-
ing a big deal about Christmas, it sometimes feels lonely to be Jewish.
(Chinese food and movies, anyone?!) However, we can remember to be like
Ephraim and Menashe, who became fine people in the Egyptian Diaspora.

Also, consider reading the English part of the blessing too to be sure
everyone knows what it’s about. In our house, we’ve started a new tradi-
tion. My boys’ Hebrew names actually happen to be Ephraim and
Menashe. In English though, we skip the direct translation and say their
English names. “May you be like (put your kid’s name here)” …your best
self. Stand tall about being Jewish in the secular world. Become like
Ephraim and Menashe.

Joanne Seiff has twin sons and graduate degrees in both Education and
Religious Studies. She works as a freelance writer, editor, designer and
educator. See more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.

The blessing of becoming…
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What’s SUP? Shabbat Unplugged

By MYRON LOVE
Gray Academy high school teachers Sheppy Coodin and Avi Posen are

reporting a great response to their upcoming SUP Shabbat unplugged – a
new shabbaton designed specifically for younger adults in the 18-25 age
range.

“The registration has been going very well,” says Posen. “We have
been getting a wonderful response from excited young Jewish adults in
our community. We have made a lot of contacts and our list of interested
potential participants continues to grow.”

Shabbat Unplugged is scheduled for the weekend of January 8-10 at the
Lakeview Resort at Hecla.

“This will be a fun, social and meaningful weekend in which people
will be able to be with their friends and meet new ones.” Coodin says.

The two teachers – veteran organizers of many Gray Academy and
Hillel Shabbatons (in Avi’s experience as Hillel director), report that they
will be joined at Hecla by three facilitators – Simeon and Adira
Botwinick from New York City, who have helped lead a number of
Jewish Awareness retreats for Gray Academy – and former Winnipegger
Aaron Cohen (the son of David and Maurene Cohen) who will be flying
in from Flagstaff, Arizona, to lead the Shabbaton participants in Jewish
meditation.

Posen adds that there will also be an Israel advocacy component along
with a wide range of engaging topics and programming opportunities.

The weekend will also include a Saturday evening party, exercise class-
es and the opportunity to enjoy the resort amenities such as the pool
waterslide, hiking, tobogganing and ice skating outside.

Coodin and Posen have been discussing with each other the possibility
of putting together this type of Shabbaton for a couple of years before
deciding last June to give it a go.

Posen notes in addition to many students who went to Gray Academy
attending, there will also be people who went to different schools and
from different social groups. “We want our participants to have the
chance to meet new people,” he says.

Posen and Coodin are very grateful to the many sponsors of this
Shabbaton. “The Asper Foundation has stepped up and become our major
sponsor,” Coodin says. “We are so appreciative of Winnipeg synagogues,
Jewish organizations in the city as well as a number of generous private
donors.”

The cost for the weekend will be $95 a person. That includes accom-
modation and all food. 

Interested readers should go to http://grayacademy.ca to register.
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

LOTTIE ROSENSTOCK
On Tuesday, Novem-

ber 10th, at 92 years of
age, Lottie Zena
Rosenstock passed away
peacefully. Born January
10, 1923 in Winnipeg,
Lottie lived a long and
productive life.

Predeceased by Joey,
her loving husband of 52

years, as well as her parents Morris and Jennie Lentz;
Lottie is survived by her children Sheldon (Lynda) and
Ted (Doris); grandchildren Hayley (Adam), Michelle,
Mauri, Jared (Leah), and Noah; sister and brother-in-
law Ruth and Lou Billinkoff; her nephews, nieces, and
great nephews and great niece in Winnipeg with whom
she was very close; and her nephews and niece in Israel,
San Francisco, and Phoenix.

In her formative years, Lottie attended Machray
School, St. John’s Tec, and the University of Manitoba,
and maintained many of her childhood friendships
throughout adulthood. Besides being a mother, home-
maker, and volunteer in the early part of her marriage,
she returned to postsecondary education to become a
teacher, and had a satisfying career as an elementary
school educator. She enjoyed a good game of bridge up
to the end, and was a wonderful cook and baker.
Several of her sons’ childhood friends still comment
now about her delicious chocolate chip cookies! She
was actively involved in many volunteer activities
throughout her adulthood, and was supportive of many
initiatives, including the Canadian Museum for Hu-
man Rights. In her late 70s, she became a hospital
volunteer at the Victoria and Misericordia Hospitals,
and continued until two years ago.

Lottie believed that quality of life was the only
measure of living, and she lived life to the fullest. She
was bright and determined, caring and giving, prag-
matic and forthright. She was intent on maintaining her
independence throughout her final years as her health
issues accumulated, and was able to remain in her own
condo with the assistance of wonderful Home Care
providers.

Bill Weissmann presided over Lottie’s funeral serv-
ice on Thursday, November 12th at Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue and interment at the Shaarey Zedek Cem-
etery. Pallbearers were Jared and Noah Rosenstock;
and Lorne, Errol, Jordan, Mitchell, and Asher Billinkoff.

Memorial donations may be made to the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights, Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba (Joseph and Lottie Rosenstock Fund), Can-
cer Care Manitoba, or charity of one’s choice.

BILL SHELL
It is with great sadness

that the family of BILL
SHELL announces his
passing at Riverview
Health Centre on Novem-
ber 25th, 2015 at the age of
100. Bill was born in Kiev,
Russia on September 5th,
1915 to David and Anne
(Chana Taran) Shell of
blessed memory. He was
also predeceased by sib-
lings Hy and Kay Shell,
Pauline and Sam Zinman,

and Ben Shell. He leaves to mourn his wife of 75 years,
Ruth Shell (Warnick), son Al, daughters Marli (David)
Lerner, Lynn Minuk (Gary Fitzgerald), grandchildren
Cori Lerner, Jana (Jason) Wilson, Adam (Sara) Lerner,
Kim (Chris) Bergman , Kevin (Simmie) Minuk , Jordan
and Delon Shell. He also leaves six great-grandchildren
who adored him Sadie and Asher Rohne, Kyler and
Krewyn Bergman, Elora Lerner, and Madison Wilson,
as well as his sister-in-law Clarice Shell.

Dad met Mom at a house party in 1933, when he was
18 years old and she was 15. He fell madly, head-over-
heels in love with her. They had a long courtship and
eventually got married on July 7th, 1940 and spent 75
wonderful years together as husband and wife. He was
a very hard-working individual and did so for the sole
purpose of providing for his family, to whom he was
extremely devoted.

Summers were spent at the family cottage in Gimli,
where Dad was very well known for making the very
best barbequed spareribs around. He also spent many
years at the gym, first at the YMHA and then at the
Rady Centre, where he walked the track and then took
a “shvitz”. He met many of his friends there and loved
spending the mornings at the gym schmoozing with
everyone.

Both of our parents were very generous and gave to
many charities in the city, also to Israel. One of Dad’s
greatest regrets was that he never got the opportunity to
travel to Israel.

Dad was quite well known as arguably one of the best
dressed men in the city. He was featured in the Winni-
peg Free Press Style Section not once, but twice. He
had so many friends of all ages and will be missed
dearly by all, but especially by his extended family who
admired him as the patriarch of the family.

On September 5th of this year, Dad and Mom cel-
ebrated his 100th Birthday, their 75th Anniversary, and
her 97th Birthday in style with a beautiful cocktail party
at Assiniboine Park. There they danced to their favour-
ite song. It truly was an evening that won’t be forgotten
anytime soon.

In the last year of his life, our parents lived at The
Shaftesbury Retirement Residence. They both thor-
oughly enjoyed living there and we would like to thank
the staff so very much for always looking after them.
Thank you also to Alga Sagodom, who treated our Dad
like her own father. The family would like to thank the
staff at Riverview for their care and concern, especially
Drs. Bristow, and Garcia, and the nursing staff. Special
thanks to Gayle Nichol, Dr. A. Ong, Nubia and Dr. S.
Loewen at CancerCare for the care they gave our Dad.

Funeral services were held on Friday, November
27th, 2015 at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue. Should
you desire, donations may be made to The Canadian
Cancer Society, The Ruth and Bill Shell Fund at the
Jewish Foundation of Winnipeg, or to The Canadian
Museum for Human Rights.

RONALD “RUBE” GANETSKY
With great sadness and

after a courageous battle,
with his family by his
side, we announce the
passing of Ronald “Rube”
Ganetsky, on Sunday,
December 13, 2015 at the
age of 79.

Rube will lovingly be
remembered by his wife
Sharon, brother Walter
“Vev”, son Leonard
(Lynn Fouquette), daugh-
ter Michele (Myles)
Levin, grandchildren

Jeremy (Amanda) Levin, and Shaun Levin, as well as
brother-in-law, sisters-in-law, numerous nephews,
nieces, cousins, and friends.

The funeral was held at Etz Chayim Synagogue on
December 15. Pallbearers were: Myles Levin, Jeremy
Levin, Shaun Levin, David Ganetsky, Morgan
Ganetsky, Ira Brick, and Stuart Brick.

If desired, donations can be made to the Rube and
Sharon Ganetsky Educational Fund at the Jewish Foun-
dation of Manitoba.

ISAAC (IKE) JACOB VICKAR
January 8, 1923 – December 6, 2015 (24th Kislev)

Ike loved people and
loved life, and he lived it
with gusto and joy. His
priorities were family,
hard work and public
service. He is survived
by Margaret, his wife of
67 years; daughter Karen,
sons Sherwin and Brent
(Don) and grandchildren
Linsey and Dana (Brett).

Ike was born in Ratner,
Saskatchewan and was
raised on the family farm
near Brooksby in the Jew-

ish pioneer community of Edenbridge. The Vickar
family included Ike’s parents, his aunt and uncle, and
ten siblings and cousins, all living in a farmhouse near
a byway since renamed Vickar Road. He graduated
from the Faculty of Agriculture at the University of
Saskatchewan in 1946 and established himself in the
auto business in Tisdale, Sask. (population 3,000) in
1952. This became his life’s work, continuing in Win-
nipeg at Pembina Dodge from 1970 through 2006. He
did business on the strength of a handshake, and
developed a wide circle of customers, employees and
associates to whom he was devoted. He retired reluc-
tantly at the age of 83 but maintained an office for
several years thereafter. That office became a meeting
place for his many associates, all of whom he consid-
ered his friends.

In Tisdale during the 1950’s and 1960’s, Ike served
on Town Council and the Board of Education. He was
the driving force in the creation of the first seniors’
residence in the region and championed the moderni-
zation of municipal facilities in Tisdale. He was Dis-
trict Governor of the Lions Club and active in provin-
cial and federal politics in the Liberal Party. In Winni-
peg, Ike served on the Boards of Seven Oaks Hospital
and Shaarey Zedek synagogue. He was elected to the
Presidency of both the Manitoba and Canadian Motor
Dealers Associations. In 1986 he was honoured with
the Time Magazine Quality Award for community
service, the only Chrysler dealer in the country to be so
recognized. He volunteered with United Way and Red
Cross. He maintained a keen interest in public affairs
and read widely and voraciously. Ike was an engaging
conversationalist and raconteur, effortlessly ranging
from tales of Edenbridge to political anecdotes to the
need for improvement of conditions in our aboriginal
communities. He relished discussing the finer points of
the careers of Churchill, FDR and Mackenzie King. He
combined an immense respect for Canadian traditions
and symbols with a progressive and modern outlook.

Among his many accomplishments, the one he was
most proud of was his family. He cared tenderly for
Margaret as her health declined in recent years. The joy
he took in his children and grandchildren was bound-
less.

Ike’s family wishes to thank Rabbi Alan Green as
well as the tireless team of caregivers who helped our
dad to care for our mother, and who are now part of our
family.

Donations to Shaarey Zedek Synagogue in Winni-
peg gratefully accepted.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX BURKE
who passed away
January 1, 1975
18 Days in Tevet

Nothing can ever take away
The love a heart holds dear,
Fond memories linger every day
Remembrance keeps him near.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and sisters.

MAX

BERINSTEIN
who passed away

February 27, 2004
5 Days in Adar

EVELYN

BERINSTEIN
who passed away
January 9, 2004
15 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEATRICE

DVEER

January 4, 1998

6 Days in Tevet

You are always in
our thoughts and

in our hearts

With love - always

Your children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. MORRIS

ERENBERG
who passed away

December 21, 2010
14 days in the month of Tevet
— Fondly remembered and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

EDITH CLAIRE

HONIGMAN
who passed away

December 21, 1988
13 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
missed by her son Archie, her
daughter Brenda, family and
friends.

In loving memory of

SHIRLEY

PACKER
who passed away

December 25th, 2009
9th Day in Tevet 5770

To us she was someone special,
Someone set apart,
Her memory will live forever,
Engraved within our hearts,
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
husband Arnold, children
Cheryl (Brian), Mindy (Brad),
and Martin; grandchildren
Dana (Brad), Kyle, Jason,
Jonathan, Kira and Justin;
Howard and Eileen Packer
and Kalla Daien.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

FRED KITTNER
who passed away
January 4th, 1996
12 Days in Tevet

Our lives go on without you
and nothing is the same,
we have to hide our heartache
when someone speaks your name.
The special years will not return
when we were all together,
but the love we hold for you within
our hearts, will be with us forever.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
wife Sylvia and sons Brad and
Mark, and sister-in-law
Charlotte.

In Memoriam

JUDITH

VERES
who passed away
December 2, 1998
13 Days in Kislev

DR. ALEXANDER

VERES
who passed away
January 31, 2010
16 Days in Shevat

In loving memory of

— Ever loved, remembered and missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

17th Yahrzeit 6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ERNIE WALTER
who passed away

December 20, 2013
17 days in Tevet, 5774

— Heartfelt remembrance by
Yaron, Micah, Family and
Friends.

In Memoriam

ALLAN

ZELICKSON
who passed away

December 20, 2014

MARIAN

ZELICKSON
who passed away

December 17, 2013
— Missed by your children and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
PEARL RAYMAN

who passed away
January 4, 1980
15 Days in Tevet

Our hearts still ache with sadness,
And silent tears still flow,
And what it meant to lose you,
No one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

RUTH PERMUT
who passed away
January 14, 2009
18 Days in Tevet

Time heals the separation
Memories are as bright as ever
Never forgotten in our hearts
— Husband, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren

In Memoriam

Seventh Yahrzeit

MEMORIAMS WEEK OF
DECEMBER  23

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ESTHER

GOODMAN
who passed away

December 27, 1998
— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your daughter
Roberta.

In loving memory of

BELLE GRAND
who passed away

December 25, 1996
15 Days in Tevet

Always In Our Hearts And
Thoughts

Never To Be Forgotten
— And Sadly Missed

By Her Family.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

HAZEL OIRING
June 9, 1924 – December 8, 2015

It is with great sadness
that the family of Hazel
Oiring announces her
passing, surrounded by
family, on Tuesday
evening December 8,
2015. Hazel was born in
Romania and came to
Canada as a young child.
She was predeceased by
her parents Chaim and
Gitel Adelman. Hazel

met Issie about 72 years ago during a trip to Montreal
and they were married February 4, 1945…..a marriage
that spanned 70 wonderful years.

Hazel , or “Hasia” as she was often called, had a zest
for life and all it offered. Family and a huge circle of
friends were her focus and the benefactors of her
appetite for life . Family dinners, entertaining friends,
bowling, bridge, gin games, and travel….Hazel loved
and lived life with gusto and joy. Her sense of humor
as well as her “kichel” and “roly poly” were legendary.
Many summers were spent at the cottage in Winnipeg
Beach; the parties were terrific. Winter holidays were
enjoyed for 53 years in Curacao, Miami, Hawaii and
Palm Springs. Visits to Israel and Europe were also on
the itinerary.

Hazel is survived by: her husband Issie; son Murray
(Carol) and daughter Rochelle Hoffer (Marshall); grand-
children Michael, Meka, Ian, and Rebecca; great-
grandchildren Abbey, Aiden, Ava, Hannah and
Madeline; brother Alan Adelman (Willa), and their
sons and families.

The funeral was held on Thursday, December 10 at
the Rosh Pina Memorial Park.

Thank you to the staff at Grace Hospital Unit 4 South.
Special thank you to Rabbi Larry Lander.
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In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LOU LEIBL
who passed away

December 27, 2002
22 Days in Tevet

You are missed every day
We remember your strong spirit
Wisdom and encouragement
May your soul be at peace

With much love
— Your family and friends

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BELLA

MANDELL
who passed away on

January 15, 2001
20 Tevet 5761

In our hearts your memory
lingers
Always tender, fond and true
There's not a day dear mother
We do not think of you
Treasured still with love sincere
Memories of her we loved so
dear
Always so good, unselfish and
kind
Few on this earth her equal
we'll find.
— Lovingly remembered and
very sadly missed by your
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY (HASH)

SCHWARTZ
who passed away

December 28, 1996
19 Days in Tevet

Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RONDA

SCHWARTZ
who passed away
January 4, 2005
24 Days in Tevet

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
daughters, sons-in-law,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EVELYN

SHUSTER
who passed away
January 2, 2005
21 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her  children, grand-
children, and great-grandchil-
dren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DOLLY

SILVERMAN
who passed away
January 4, 2002
20 days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, great
grandchildren and sister.

With happy and loving
memories of our beautiful

CLARIBEL

SIMKIN
who passed away
January 6, 1991
20 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered by her
daughters, son-in-law and
granddaughters.

In Memoriam

MEMORIAMS
 WEEK OF

DECEMBER  30

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ANNE (CHANA)

BURSTEN
who passed away

December 24, 1994
21 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISAAC HILF
who passed away
January 5, 1983

20 Days in Tevet, 5743
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his stepdaughter
Lucy Katz, grandchildren
Mel and Esther Verin and
great-grandchildren Jeremy
and Tanya.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SARA (RABER)

HOCHMAN
who passed away

December 28, 2002
23 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SHELDON KOHN

who passed away
December 29, 1983

24 Days in Tevet, 5744
His devotion, his inspiration, his
smile gladdened the hearts of those
who had the privilege of loving him.
— Dearly missed by Sheila,
Steven and Andrea,  family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SONIA BROWN
who passed away
January 11, 1979
12 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and will
always be remembered by your
children and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ANNE

WEINSTEIN
who passed away

December 29, 2004
17 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and
loved by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

Fifth Yahrzeit

ZELMA

ZITZERMAN
14 Tevet 5772-January 19, 2011
Every day she prayed for the
good health and wellbeing of
her family, friends and Israelis;
every night she recited
“Schcmai Israel Adenoi
Elohenu Adenoi Ehod”, every
morning she began the day
looking for kindness in others
and showing compassion to
those who were troubled. Yes,
dear wife and mother, you were
one of a kind; deserving to be
missed and loved by us forever
with joy and in reverence.
— Your ever loving David and
Mira.

9th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LEAH

FRANKEL
who passed away
January 3, 2007
13 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS

ISENBERG
who passed away

December 25, 2004
13th Day of Tevet

Dad, you are forever on our
minds
Always in our hearts
And very deeply missed
— Love your children and
grandchildren.

11th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SOPHIE

ELFENBEIN
who passed away
January 12, 2006
12 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends.

10th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband, father

and brother

IRVIN

GOLDMAN
who passed away

December 29, 1993
15 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
children and brother.



I’m almost posi-
tive that 95% of
today’s readership
have never even
heard of Adolph
“Dolph” Schayes,
who succumbed to
cancer on
December 10th at
age 87. 

To verify my suspicions, I quizzed a number
of sports mavens in the press box during the
Jets-Blues game five days ago and drew an
economy-sized blank. 

I, of course, knew who he was - and there
are some I am sure, who might suggest that I
get a life - but to me he was a Jewish hero. Yet
I never saw him play - other than in a few old
black and white film clips on TV in a delayed
weekly Friday night showing of a program named
“Madison Square Gardens.” 

I did however ,by chance, have an indirect con-
nection with the Bronx-born hoops star, which I
shall explain later. 

First, I discovered an old footnote I had written in
the infancy of this Jewish sports column in my usual
“Post Patter” section dating back to 1977 - my first
year with this publication: “The news that former
National Basketball Association star Dolph Schayes
has been named the coach of the U.S. team which
will perform in the Maccabiah Games in Israel this
July is a reminder of the many fine Jewish athletes
who have played pro basketball. 

“Schayes played professionally with Syracuse
(NY) when the city was a member of the NBA
between 1949 and 1963. He also coached for the
Philadelphia 76ers during the 1964-65 season and
played in over a thousand games. Upon retirement
he was the ninth all-time leading scorer in the NBA
and averaged 18 points per game throughout his
career. Dolph made the first or second all-star team
every season between 1950-1961.”

As an update, Schayes won an NBA champi-
onship with the now defunct Syracuse Nationals in
1955. He was named one of the “50 Greatest
Players in NBA History” and was inducted into the
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame In
Springfield, Massachusetts. 

The 6’7” Dolph was the son of Romanian-Jewish
immigrants and was married to Naomi Gross in
1951. Their son Danny, now 56, followed in his
dad’s footsteps, also playing in the NBA. 

What was my indirect connection with Dolph?
Well, while I was making notes about the deceased,
just like in one of those cartoons where a character
suddenly has a light bulb flash above his head, I
remembered that I had once met and interviewed
Danny Schayes. It took some sleuthing on my part,
so I put on my Sherlock Holmes Deerstalker cap
and soon learned that it was in 1984 that there was
an NBA exhibition game being played here at the
old Winnipeg Arena and that Danny Schayes was to
be in the lineup. 

Following the game, I recall, as if it were yester-
day, wandering into what was essentially the dress-
ing room of the Winnipeg Jets searching for my
nugget... Denver Nugget, that is. The player who
had been a first round selection (13th overall) in
1981 by Utah was now on to his second team - to
be followed by other stops in Milwaukee, Los
Angeles (Lakers), Phoenix, Miami, and Orlando. 

While nervously scanning the room for Danny
and pondering why I was the only local media
member who bothered to make his way into the
arena basement, I felt like a freshly-planted shrub
amongst a dozen California redwoods. Not to men-
tion all the while contemplating whether my subject
would be overly sensitive and not open to dis-
cussing his Jewish background - not, by the way, an
uncommon occurrence 

No players’ names appeared over the borrowed
hockey lockers; so I decided to approach the first
player who appeared to me to be of the Jewish faith.
Bingo, gringo, I was spot on! I had my hoopster.

Truth be known, I
knew the center and
sometimes power
forward was the
tallest Nugget in the
room at 6’11”.

Seated, the then
refined 24-year-old
stood up and shook
my hand. How was
I going to hold up
the microphone to
interview an athlete
who was just an
inch under seven
feet? Not to worry,
because he sat and I
stood and I should
never have had any
trepidation at all. He
was simply a class
act. 

He shared with
me that Jewish tra-
dition had played a
large part in his life,
that he had played in
the Maccabiah

Games in 1977 and 1981, and that his two trips to
Israel really gave him a good idea of what was
going on not only there,  but in the entire Jewish
world.

Danny added that he was bar mitzvahed and still
followed Jewish tradition. As an example, he
explained that in his (important) rookie year the
Jewish holidays fell right in the middle of training
camp and it was unfortunate, but understandable
that he had to miss double practice sessions, and
that in the upcoming year there would be no conflict
(on the calendar).

He also told me about his family. Brother David
played some college ball, but was injury prone and
forced to give it up. Instead he became a tennis
instructor who was going to return to school to con-
tinue his degree. 

Sister Caroline was a chiropractor in Syracuse
and his older sister Debby was a mathematics
teacher in Stamford, Connecticut. 

Danny also explained that his famous dad, Dolph,
was still in Syracuse where he tended to his apart-
ment holdings - a couple of hundred units he held -
also, that he was still very friendly with everyone in
the front office of the NBA and a lot of the owners
and general managers around the league. Not to
mention that for five years after retirement he was
an advisor of officials. 

Danny, a Syracuse University grad himself, also
informed me that he had a close relationship with
his dad - who didn’t meddle with his career and that
they spent a lot of time together in the summer. 

Comparisons with his dad were inevitable and
Danny pointed out that it was difficult to compare
the two different eras from when his dad and he
played. He did say that he had the advantage of
growing up in a basketball environment around
Dolph. In addition, he said that he benefitted  from
being  a ball boy for the NBA Buffalo Braves
(1970-78). Finally, he said,  mom Naomi was also a
big fan of his as well as her entire family.

Danny described his own game. He said he was a
good outside shooter, but that he has to work hard
on his rebounding. Still, he said, he was  a good
team player. He also enjoyed that advantage of
knowing the game so well through his dad. 

That’s the story of how, one autumn evening, I
met Danny, the son of the late legendary Dolph
Schayes. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hockey for
Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news
about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia
Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

Loving dad is gone, but son Danny Schayes lives on
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THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

DOLPH SCHAYES
and (inset) 

DANNY SCHAYES

We light the sixteenth yahrzeit
candle in loving memory of

BILL

KAMINSKY
who passed away

December 28, 1999
19 days in Tevet

Your spirit lives on and always
will.
Times you laughed, gave advice
or just listened echo in the
memories of all those whose
lives you touched.
You will always be remembered
- your legacy will live on.
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by your loving wife,
children, grandchildren
family and friends.

In MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM POLLOCK
who passed away

December 28, 1980
22 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

'BECKY'

REBECCA SPRINTZ
who passed away
January 24, 1987

23 Days in Tevet, 5747

In Memoriam

AL

SPRINTZ
who passed away
March 15, 2012

21 days in Adar I

In loving memory of

Memories of you will never die,
as the years roll on and the days go by

— Always in our hearts, their loving children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

17th Yahrzeit

SIDNEY

GREENBERG
who passed away
January 11, 1999
23 Days in Tevet

18th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of our beloved

FREDA

GREENBERG
who passed away

March 4, 1998
6 Days in Adar

— Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and family.



By BEN SALES
TEL AVIV (JTA) – During last week’s climate summit outside Paris, the

195 delegate countries – including Israel – committed to implementing
plans to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improving their goals every
five years.

The aim: Keep Earth from warming more than 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit by
the end of the 21st century.

“This demands international discipline, which is not easy, but for the
good of humanity, I hope that it will be found,” Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, who attended the climate talks, told his Cabinet on
Sunday. “It will certainly be found in the State of Israel.”

But the historic deal leaves much to be desired, a range of Israeli climate
activists, experts and government officials say. They point out that Israel’s

plan to help reduce global warming falls short of what other countries have
vowed to do. And some Israelis have expressed doubt that the plan will be
implemented at all – Israel won’t face concrete repercussions if it fails to
meet its goals beyond being excluded from the accord moving forward.

Still, Israeli environmentalists say Israel’s commitments under the deal
are a welcome first step. They hope Israel’s proposal will encourage the
government to make clean energy a priority. And they expect that the
accord will create a global market push to expand environmentally friend-
ly businesses and products.

“Environmentalists should celebrate because the government made its
most ambitious statement to date,” said Alon Tal, founder of the Israel
Union for Environmental Defense. “Now we hold its feet to the fire.”

Israel, with about 0.1 percent of the world’s population, contributes about
0.2 percent of global greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Israel’s plan pledges, by 2030, to keep
greenhouse gas emissions at about their current
levels. Without implementing the plan it com-
mitted to in France, Israel would emit an esti-
mated 105.5 metric tons of greenhouse gases in
2030. The plan would lower that number to
some 82 metric tons, which is around what
Israel has emitted this year. Taking population
growth into account, the plan amounts to a per-
capita greenhouse gas emissions reduction of
approximately 26 percent.

Yosef Abramowitz, an Israeli solar energy
entrepreneur and delegate at the Paris confer-
ence, called Israel’s plan “scandalous.”

“For a start-up nation to have one of the low-
est solar goals on the planet betrays our values
and our potential,” said Abramowitz, who
called the Israeli goals ”so minimalist that it
made it difficult for us in Paris” when defend-
ing it to other delegates.

Israel’s initiative involves an eightfold
increase in renewable energy sources, like solar
and wind power. Implementing greener build-
ing codes to promote energy efficiency, mov-
ing from coal power plants to burning Israel’s
abundant natural gas and investing in public
transportation are also part of the plan.

The Israeli government had aimed for 5 per-
cent of the country’s energy to come from
renewable sources by 2014 and 10 percent by
2020. Now it’s at less than 2 percent and is slat-
ed to miss the 2020 target by 2 or 3 percent.

While the France deal sets a target of avoid-
ing a rise of 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit, analyses
show that taken together, all the countries’
plans would lead to a temperature increase of
about 4.8 degrees. And Israel’s tiny size means
that no matter what it does, it will have a
minuscule effect on global emissions.

“It’s not just the Israeli government,” said
Moti Shechter, director of Haifa University’s
Natural Resource and Environmental Research
Center. “Politicians make promises only when
they don’t have a choice, when there’s cata-
strophe. When the danger isn’t at the door, they
can push it off.”

Israeli environmentalists, however, believe
the government has missed an opportunity to
commit itself to a greener future. Israel’s cli-
mate plan aims for solar power to provide 17
percent of Israel’s energy by 2030. Eli Brif,
head of the climate protection department at
Green Course, an Israeli environmentalist
group, says a country that’s mostly sunbathed
desert can go further.

No new solar fields have been approved for
three years, which officials and experts attrib-
uted to bureaucratic delays and a powerful fos-
sil fuel lobby.

“We have the potential and ability to use
solar power on buildings, public institutions,
barns, chicken coops and in solar fields,” Brif
said. “It’s going in the right direction, but we
need serious strides, not baby steps.”

Several activists, however, see in the Paris
accord a glimmer of hope. The climate issue is
now on the national agenda – even if Israel’s
commitments, as they see them, are falling
short.
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MCO to premiere new concerto by Sid Robinovitch
On January 12th, the Manitoba Chamber

Orchestra with guest conductor Alain Trudel serves
two double concertos with a side of percussion –
that side order being a delicious new concerto for
percussion by Winnipeg’s Sid Robinovitch. 

Robinovitch is one of Winnipeg’s most gifted
– and prolific – composers, an artist who deftly
straddles the divide between contemporary and
traditional music, ‘serious’ and popular.
Juggling an eclectic array of influences, he’s
written everything from Klezmer suites to
orchestral works – but is perhaps best known for
penning the memorable theme for CBC’s classic
TV satire The Newsroom. 

“When people ask me why I do this, I often
quip that it’s a dirty job, but somebody has to do
it. Then I quickly qualify this by saying that it is
actually a very clean job and nobody has to do
it”, he jokes. “Sometimes I say that I really
wanted to be a chartered accountant, but my
family insisted that I go into music.”

The MCO’s performance of Robinovitch’s
Concerto for Percussion and Strings will be its
world premiere. It features, in the role of soloist,
percussionist Victoria Sparks to whom the piece is
also dedicated. “Sid’s piece gives the vibraphone
the chance to talk to the orchestra in a ‘quasi-
blues-like’ manner, while the marimba dances
with the strings,” says Victoria Sparks. “I’m hon-
oured to be premiering this brand new work.” 

This performance will be followed by two

more concertos: Bach’s for Two Violins, and
Leopold Mozart’s for Two Horns. While the
catchy melodies of Bach’s concerto will be
familiar to nearly everyone, less recognized,
and all more interesting for it, is Leopold
Mozart’s work. Leopold was the father and
teacher of the more famous ‘M’, and unlike the
forbidding paternal figure of Milo Forman’s
Amadeus his double horn concerto is really
quite cheerful – though it perhaps lacks the
majestic humour of the younger Mozart’s work. 

So many concertos generates an ample list of
solo performers, which in this case reads like a
who’s who of the Winnipeg classical music
scene: with guest appearances by locals such as
Kerry DuWors, Patricia Evans, Ken MacDonald,
Victoria Sparks, and recent Western Canadian
Music Award winner Karl Stobbe.

The concert begins at 7:30 pm in Westminster
United Church, 745 Westminster at Maryland.
Tickets are $32 for adults, $30 for seniors and
$10 for students, including GST. They are avail-
able at McNally Robinson, the West End
Cultural Centre (586 Ellice at Sherbrook),
Organic Planet (877 Westminster Avenue), or
through MCO Ticketline (204.783.7377) or the
MCO website (themco.ca). 

Audiences also have the change to see guest
conductor Alain Trudel talk more about the con-
cert at McNally Robinson on January 11th at
7:30 pm.

Guest conductor Alain Trudel features percussionist Victoria Sparks, the premiere of a new composition 
by Manitoba composer Sid Robinovitch, plus violin and horn double concertos — with four other soloists! 

 FAMILY FUN!  Reserve 3 days ahead for MCO’s Pizza Club: pizza and a talk, included in ticket price!

Westminster Church in Wolseley, Westminster at Maryland 
Tickets at McNally Robinson, WECC,Organic Planet, MCO (204) 783-7377 or online at

themco.ca

MCO’s 2015/16 season sponsor: CN. Media sponsors: Winnipeg Free Press, Classic 107 & Golden West Radio. Heartstrings Sponsor:  
Christianson Wealth Advisors. Volunteer sponsor: Manitoba Liquor and Lotteries. Education sponsor: The Great West Life Assurance Company.  

Sponsored education programs: TD Young Composer Program, MTS Future First Listening Guides and Music for All! (Sun Life Financial).

SHINY NEW PERCUSSION CONCERTO!

7:30 PM • JANUARY 12

DR. R.T. & MRS. ANGELA B. ROSS
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CONCERT SPONSORS

Climate activists welcome deal but rap Israel for ‘minimalist’ commitments


