
By BERNIE BELLAN
“We have three or four

months left to demonstrate to
the (provincial) government
that we have a viable deal” to
renovate the Herzlia Adas-
Yeshurun building at 620
Brock before funding available
from a provincial government
program designed to create
more daycare spaces expires. 

That was the candid observa-
tion of Jewish Federation CEO
Bob Freedman at the Annual
General Meeting of the Jewish
Federation Board, which was
held Wednesday, Dec. 12 in
the Seniors’ Lounge of the
Asper Jewish Community
Campus.

Readers may recall that, this past summer, the idea was first
broached for the Asper Jewish Community Campus to acquire the
building at 620 Brock - with Jewish Federation assistance, in order to
create 68 additional day care spaces that could be used by the Rady
JCC. As part of the deal, the Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun congregation
would be able to lease space in the newly renovated building for its
synagogue. At the time that the plan was first announced, it was stat-
ed that the building would be vacated following this year’s High
Holiday services, so that work on the very needed renovations could
begin. The subject of whether it is still a viable proposition to reno-
vate 620 Brock, a building which has reached the end of its func-
tional lifetime, dominated discussion at the meeting, which was open
to the public.

To date, however, no deal has been reached. (More on this subject
later in this story)

Prior to that discussion, however, those in attendance heard some
very encouraging news about the state of the Federation’s finances
and the current Combined Jewish Appeal campaign.

The following information was given by Board President Israel
Ludwig about the financial situation of the Jewish Federation:

- There was $42,000 more in money available as a result of the
2011 CJA campaign to allocate to member agencies of the Jewish
Federation than in 2011.

- In addition, with a reduction of $30,000 from last year’s campaign
in the amount that was allocated to the United Israel Appeal (2011
was the last year in which there was a two-line system for designat-
ing donations, i.e. local or Israel), there was actually more than
$72,000 available for local beneficiary agencies than had been orig-

inally budgeted.
- Operating

expenditures of
the Federation
came in
$60,000 below
budget.

- The reserve
fund of the
Federation has
grown by more
than $125,000.
One of the rea-
sons for this
growth was
monies recov-
ered from the Vaad Ha’ir, which had been loaned to that organiza-
tion.

Insofar as the current state of the CJA campaign is concerned,
Financial Resources Development Officer Elaine Goldstine (What
ever happened to the simple title “director”, I wonder?) gave the fol-
lowing information:

- As of Dec. 12, the campaign had raised $4,923,461, which rep-
resented an increase of “4.5% card for card”.

- The “Young Leadership” Division of the CJA (representing donors
in the 25-40 age group) had given $274,242, which represented a
total increase of 12% over 2011.

- There have been 230 new donors in this year’s campaign.

By BERNIE BELLAN
Despite concerns expressed earlier this

year that the Rady JCC was facing daunt-
ing challenges as a result of what was
expected to be an onerous increase in the
license fees (rent) charged by the Asper
Jewish Community Campus, the Rady JCC
showed a very healthy surplus this past
year.

That was the major item reported by
Rady JCC Vice President Danny Stoller
during his presentation to a large group at
the Rady JCC’s annual meeting, held
Monday, Dec. 17, in the Multi Purpose
room of the Asper Campus.

The over 100 people who were in atten-
dance heard reports from Stoller, outgoing
President Eric Sawyer, and Rady JCC
Executive Director Gayle Waxman. 

A number of Rady JCC volunteers and staff members received
awards during the evening. The awards, previously known as “Kehila”
awards, have now been renamed as “Ken H. Kronson Kehila” awards,
in honour of Ken Kronson, who is “the Rady’s longest-serving volun-
teer” – 40 years, in the words of Gayle Waxman. (Kronson has been

Chair of the Y Sports Dinner Committee the
entire life of its existence – 40 years.)

In giving his financial report, Danny Stoller
pointed to some particular achievements this
past year:

While expenses were up 8.2% (primarily
due to an increase of 4.2% in the license fees
that the Rady JCC pays to the Asper Campus),
revenues were up 8.9%.

“We had a very successful year indeed,” is
how Stoller put it. “Our financial situation is
continuing to strengthen.”

In her own report, Gayle Waxman pointed to
certain other achievements of which the Rady
JCC could be proud:

“We had a retention rate of 84%” of our
members from 2011 to 2012, she said. (The average for fitness facili-
ties is 60%, she noted.)

“Our membership grew to 2400 units, Waxman said. (A unit can be
anywhere from one member to an entire family of members. The total
number of individuals
(not including special
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- The total campaign
is up $230,000 over
last year’s campaign,
which is well on the
way toward the goal of
raising $360,000
more than last year.

Turning to the sub-
ject of the ongoing
discussions with
members of the
H e r z l i a - A d a s
Yeshurun congrega-
tion over whether it is
feasible to renovate
that facility, Bob
Freedman gave the
following assessment:

The “cost estimate” to renovate the building at 620 Brock came in
quite high – at $2.8 million.

It “didn’t sound like a good deal,” Freedman said, so “we passed it
back to Herzlia.”

At that point Federation Board member Ben Cohen (also the Past
President of the Federation) offered an upbeat response, speaking this
time as a member of the Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun:

The company (Akman Construction) that had been hired to produce
the estimate how much it would cost to renovate 620 Brock had
“reduced its cost estimate to $1.9 million”, Cohen said. He added that
he was still optimistic that the building could be renovated in time for
a fall 2013 opening, which was the original goal when the plan to ren-
ovate was first introduced this past summer. 

In response to a question from Board member Marcia Cosman how
there could have been such a huge decrease in the cost estimate to
renovate 620 Brock from $2.8 million to $1.9 million, Cohen said
“Akman was generous with a sharp pencil,” and reviewed estimates
from subcontractors with an eye to reducing costs. Bob Freedman also
explained that certain aspects to the renovation that are not absolute-
ly needed to be done immediately (but will have to be done at some
point in the not-too-distant future, he admitted) have now been taken
out of the cost estimate. These include the replacement of the build-
ing’s roof and the replacement of all windows. According to Cohen,
only those windows absolutely in need of immediate replacement are
now included in the revised estimate.

Also according to Cohen, Richard Akman had approached all the
sub-trades that would be involved in the renovation and they had
agreed to reduce their costs by 25-30%.

Still, in Freedman’s words, “the devil is in the details”. Ultimately
there will have to be an agreement worked out between the Rady JCC
and the Herliza-Adas Yeshurun congregation if there are to be  new
day care spaces created at 620 Brock.

With “the clock ticking”, as Freedman noted, and with the
Federation waiting for a letter from Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun President
Dr. Earl Hershfield detailing the position of the congregation, the like-
lihood is that there will have to be a special meeting of the Federation
Board on January 7 to discuss the next step to be taken in this ongo-
ing project. (In a follow-up conversation with Earl Hershfield on Dec.
19, I was told that the letter to the Federation has now been sent,
advising unanimous consent from the membership to negotiate a sat-
isfactory lease with the Rady Jewish Community Centre to operate a
day care and renovated space at 620 Brock Street. Herzlia-Adas
Yeshurun members believe the membership can raise approximately
one third of the necessary funds for renovation of the building. A long
term lease from the daycare would anchor bridge financing and a
mortgage until further funding is in place.)

At the same time as discussions to locate additional day care spaces
at 620 Brock are taking place, Freedman also pointed out that there
are still plans to create additional day care spaces at the Campus itself.
The problem here though is that the Gray Academy is also in need of
creating four more classrooms and, in Freedman’s words, “it makes
sense to expand day care at the Campus, but it has to be done in con-
junction with the Gray Academy.”

The provincial government has pledged $325,000 toward the cre-
ation of the day care spaces at 620 Brock, although, as mentioned pre-
viously, that funding is contingent upon construction work that would
create those spaces beginning within the next three-four months. 

(In a conversation that I had with Rady JCC Executive Director

Gayle Waxman, however, when I asked about an extension
to the beginning of construction, Waxman said that, while
the Province has been accommodating in its position as to

when the day care spaces actually have to be created, she was still of
the opinion that work on the project should begin quite soon in order
to insure that the capital grant of $325,000 is given. “There was a two-
year time limit to obtain that grant,” Waxman explained. “We are still
within that time limit, but I am not aware that there has been any
extension of that two-year limit,” she added.)

A lot of hoops to jump to – in a relatively short period of time. I
would also like to note that, prior to publication, this article was given
to certain members of the Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun congregation, as
well as Gayle Waxman and Bob Freedman to review. I was asked to
make certain changes and delete certain parts which, I was told, were
of a sensitive nature. Since I have no desire to jeopardize any chance
of a deal going through at 620 Brock, I agreed to make all requested
changes.

At the end of the meeting, two long-time members of the Federation
Board who are now stepping down were paid special recognition by
Board President Israel Ludwig: Dr. Ted Lyons (who has just recently
assumed chairmanship of the Simkin Centre Board. (See announce-
ment below); and Howard Morry.

Ludwig observed that both Lyons and Morry had been past presi-
dents of the Federation and that, following their tenures as president,
both had remained on the board, offering invaluable experience and
advice. 
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ISRAEL LUDWIG presents outgoing Board member
HOWARD MORRY with a Certificate of Appreciation

New Simkin Centre Board announced
The Simkin Centre recently announced its new Board of Directors. 
The 2012-2013 Board of Directors includes the following individ-
uals:
Dr. E. A. (Ted) Lyons O.C. (Chair)
Jonathan Kroft (Vice Chair)
Terry Braunstein
Bill Brownstone
David Cohen
The Honourable Howard Collerman
Neil Duboff
Mel Fages
Selma Gilfix
Saul Greenberg
Murray Hyman
Linda Hughes
Cole Leinburd
Marilyn Regiec
Carla Shapiro

Based on the Simkin Centre’s recent governance review, it has
established the following standing Board Committees on an interim
basis. The committees will be finalized once the revised Board
bylaws are ratified:
Quality Committee – Chaired by Linda Hughes
Governance and Policies – Co-Chaired by Jonathan Kroft and
Howard Collerman
Fiscal Advisory, Audit, and Fundraising – Chaired by Murray Hyman
Human Resources – Chaired by Linda Hughes
Nominating Committee – Chaired by Terry Braunstein
Spiritual Care and Jewish Values – Chaired by Selma Gilfix

At this time, we also have the following ad hoc Board committees:
Land Development
Communications
Privately Hired Companions

Jewish Federation Board President ISRAEL LUDWIG
(left) presents outgoing Board member Dr.TED LYONS

with a Certificate of Appreciation
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Community news

Larry Vickar
Over the years Larry

Vickar has been involved
in a great many charita-
ble endeavours, along
with such Jewish organi-
zations as the Jewish
National Fund. Upon
hearing that he was
nominated for a Queen’s
Diamond Jubiee Medal
(which he received at a
ceremony in Ottawa on
Dec. 13), Vickar gave a
few examples of areas in
which he has been
involved in recent years: 

In 2012 Larry and his
wife Tove started L’Arche Tova Cafe, a social enterprise started up in
2012 by L’Arche Winnipeg Inc to help combat the isolation and dis-
crimination that often surrounds those with a disability. 

Well-known for his strong support for the State of Israel, especial-
ly through his work on behalf of the Jewish National Fund, lately
Vickar has been involved in is a grey water holding area as part of
Nachal Alexander and Israel-based recreation areas through which
he said, “I’m helping to support these cooperative projects between
Israel and the Palestinians.”

One other endeavour of note is Vickar’s support for ANCOP
(Answering the Cry of the Poor) in the Philippines.

Through the Vickars and The Winnipeg Transcona Rotary Club,
education, health, livelihood, and value-building programs have
been made possible with the 30 homes and multi-purpose hall com-
prising the Vickar Rotary Transcona Ancop Portview Village, located
in one of the poorer areas of the Philippines (Camiguin Island,
Mindanao Region). The program is similar to Habitat for Humanity.

Vickar has been to Israel 10 times. “The first time was when I was
single and had just recently met Tova here in Winnipeg when she
was visiting her aunt...I went to Israel soon after and worked on a
kibbutz. I hope to be able to go to Israel more often.

“This formed a part of my life that allowed me to gain an appreci-
ation of Israel and the importance of it to the Jewish people.

“Tova, who became an immigrant when she moved to Winnipeg,
has allowed me to be additionally conscious about my Jewish roots
and the importance of Israel as part of that.”

Looking ahead, Vickar said, “As I transition to a less active role in
my automotive business which I’ve been involved in for over 42
years, I hope to, in addition to family time, devote myself to projects
with a meaningful purpose (helping Jewish and non-Jewish non-
profit organizations and more).

“Succession is a work in progress, gradual, and we’re working
toward it in a way that, when the gap I leave can be filled by my
partners and sons, I can then move on to focus on other projects.” 

Ivan Berkowitz
Businessman Ivan

Berkowitz has made the
transition from success-
ful businessman to full-
time organizer of a host
of charitable endeav-
ours.

Among those in which
Berkowitz has played an
instrumental role has
been the Variety Club
(as Chief Barker); the
Manitoba Heart
Foundation - Berkowitz
conceived of and is now
President of the Myles
Robinson Heart Trust.

As well, he served on the board of the  of St. Boniface Hospital
Research Foundation; further, through his work with the  Manitoba
Heart Foundation he was instrumental in developing the
International Academy of Cardiovascular Sciences 

On Deember 16 Berkowitz was presented with his medal at a cer-
emony in Ottawa.

Joseph Wilder 
Joseph Wilder, Q.C.

was given the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee
Medal at the Jewish
Foundation luncheon
that was held
November 22. The
award was presented
by University of
Winnipeg President
Lloyd Axworthy, who
was also guest speaker
at the luncheon.

Over the years Joseph
Wilder has devoted
himself to a wide-rang-
ing number of organi-
zations and causes,
some of which include
serving as a:
School Trustee, Winnipeg School Division; member of the following
organizations: Winnipeg Jewish Community Council; Canada Israel
Committee; Winnipeg Football Club (also President); Canadian
Jewish Congress; Canadian Council of Christians and Jews; Royal
Winnipeg Ballet; Victoria General Hospital; Canadian Friends of the
Hebrew University; 1990 Western Canada Summer Games; 1999
Pan American Games; Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce.
In addition, Wilder served as a columnist for The Jewish Post &
News (from 1990-92) - which was the pinnacle of his career.

Three members of community presented with Queens’ Diamond Jubilee Medals 

LARRY (left) with son SAM VICKAR JOSEPH WILDER (right) being pre-
sented with his medal by University of
Winnipeg President LLOYD AXWOR-
THY at the Jewish Foundation
Luncheon, held Nov. 22.

Winnipeg Centre Member of
Parliament PAT MARTIN (left) present-
ing IVAN BERKOWITZ with his medal
at a ceremony in Ottawa Dec. 16.



With various orga-
nizations holding
year-end meetings in
recent weeks, there
has been a flurry of
news emanating
from those meetings
– most of it quite
encouraging.

For instance, both
the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg and the
Rady JCC announced that their financial pic-
tures, which were not bleak to begin with,
improved considerably in 2012.

What is especially heartening about this is
that both organizations have faced increased
pressures as a result of the growth in
Winnipeg’s Jewish community. Interestingly,
that growth is being fuelled both by immigra-
tion from other countries to Canada and by
the return of many former Winnipeggers –
something which is a reversal of a trend that
first began in the late 1950’s.

The fact that Winnipeg has been enjoying
something of a resurgence of late is reflected
in the rapid increase in the number of young
Jewish families that have been arriving here.
In some ways the added pressure to develop
additional day care spaces – by the Rady JCC,
and classrooms – by the Gray Academy, is
both a challenge and an opportunity.

At the present time there is a waiting list of
over 600 names of people who are looking
for day care at the Rady JCC. That is a huge
problem, although Gayle Waxman does tell
me that the list is divided between families
that are already in Winnipeg and families that
are looking to come here. I suggested to her,
tongue in cheek, that anyone thinking of
planning on having a baby should put their
name on the Rady JCC’s list now and then
wait about three years actually to have the
baby. Of course, that might present a prob-
lem, halachically speaking.

We are quite fortunate indeed that the
Jewish Federation, the Rady JCC, and the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, have all been

able to weather the financial storm that has
continued to beset so many other Jewish
communities in North America. While eco-
nomic indicators are certainly improving over
where they had been, many Jewish commu-
nities have endured and are continuing to
endure severe financial challenges to the
point where community centres and schools
are either closing or being faced to curtail
operations.

It is in no small measure thanks to the pro-
fessionalism and dedication, both of the staffs
that people our Jewish organizations here,
and the boards that oversee their operations,
that our Jewish institutions have been able to
continue to provide not only existing services,
but to continually add to those services.

Surely, our Jewish community organizations
must be the envy of other groups in this city.
And, this all comes not because our commu-
nity is so tremendously wealthy. In fact, eco-
nomic data would indicate that our Jewish
community is not nearly as well-heeled as
other Jewish communities in Canada, espe-
cially Toronto’s, Vancouver’s, Calgary’s, or
Edmonton’s – on a per capita comparison
basis.

Where Winnipeg continues to stand out –
and this was especially brought home at the
recent annual meeting of the Jewish
Federation, is in the strength of commitment
to the community from such a large number
of its members. Each year the Combined
Jewish Appeal can rightfully point with pride
to an ever growing number of contributors to
that year’s campaign, while retaining a huge
proportion of the previous year’s givers.

The fact that so many people feel a stake in
the Jewish community by being willing to
contribute to the campaign is reflective of the
inclusiveness of this community. In contrast,
Toronto, which is a much richer city than
Winnipeg, certainly has a much larger pro-
portion of mega donors to its campaign, but
not nearly as many individual contributors as
Winnipeg, on a proportionate basis.

In some ways this phenomenon parallels
the malaise that has beset the United States,
wherein a decreasing number of individuals
actually pay taxes there. While Mitt Romney
may have been correct when he famously
referred to the “47%” of Americans who pay
no taxes, the conclusions that he drew from
that anomaly were incorrect. Those 47% are
not the ones causing the problem. It’s the
extraordinarily wealthy 1% at the top who are
paying a far lesser share of tax than they used
to that are the problem. 

A tax system, in order to work fairly, must
be seen as inclusive. While many in that 47%
category might be taking unfair advantage of
a system, what has happened in the U.S. is
that the social bonds that made everyone feel
they were part of a larger community have by
and large disintegrated.

The same cannot be said to apply to
Winnipeg’s Jewish community. Here we have
a substantial proportion of the community vol-
untarily giving to the CJA because the orga-
nized community has done such a terrific job
making individuals feel included in the larger
community. Many outsiders have noted how
different Winnipeg’s Jewish community is from
so many other communities in this respect.

Which leads me to this rather strange jump
in this column: An issue that is of great con-
cern to many members of our community is
the fate of the Kapyong Barracks. While it has
not become a subject for open discussion, the
fact is that there is a great deal of talk about

what might happen were the land there to be
turned into an urban reserve.

As a matter of fact I have received angry
phone calls from one particular Native who
has castigated me for not doing more to urge
Jews to help Natives here by investing in
Native-run businesses. When I told him that I
didn’t really think of it as an issue that was
especially pertinent to this paper, he told me
off in language that wouldn’t be appropriate
to repeat.

Frankly, there is an ugly aspect to this issue,
which is racism on both sides – Jewish and
Native. While there is no doubt that we har-
bour smug stereotypes about many Natives, it
is also true that there is a deep animosity
among many Natives toward Jews. The rea-
sons for this are complex and perhaps this
paper should delve into that animosity more
fully.

In the meantime, however – and I suggest-
ed this to the fellow who has called me (and
promised to call me again, he warned,
although I told him that I didn’t mind his
calls), the issue of the fate of the Kapyong
Barracks is one that needs to be discussed in
a rational manner.

Undoubtedly the recent decision by the
Federal Court that ruled that the Federal
Government has not dealt fairly with certain
Native bands with regard to the Kapyong
Barracks unnerved a great many people – wit-
ness the alarming comments by the (former)
president of the provincial Conservative
Party’s youth wing. Rather than muttering
under our breaths about not wanting to live
next to a Native reserve, it might be better to
begin a process of consultation. In this
regard, and because so many Jewish home-
owners in Tuxedo and River Heights stand to
be affected, why not begin a process of dia-
logue with Native representatives? 

Our community has a long tradition of pro-
ducing outstanding individuals who have
fought long and hard on behalf of Natives –
in the courts and outside of the courts. It
seems obvious that the Conservative govern-
ment in Ottawa has no particular interest in
engaging Natives in discussions about the
fate of the Kapyong Barracks. Inevitably, as it
is in so many other instances where a gov-
ernment refuses to move on an issue, the
courts will step in and provide direction. I, for
one, would like to engage Native groups in
discussion over the fate of the Kapyong
Barracks sooner rather than later – as well as
other issues of concern to both our commu-
nity and the Native community. Better to be
proactive on this looming issue rather than
reactive – as our current federal government
always seems to be.
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By MYRON LOVE
In past columns in The Jewish Post & News, Palestinian writer Sam

Bahour has at least distributed his criticisms somewhat equally
between Israel and the Palestinian Authority. Not so in his latest dia-
tribe in the paper two issues back.

In that column, he attempted to write a “heart-warming” story about
these plucky Palestinians just trying to live normal lives and get ahead
in the world and being stymied by “the Israeli boot of occupation
pressing on their necks”. Melodramatic, eh?

What I find interesting is that the Israel Bahour
describes – or imagines – much better fits the
reality that is Palestinian government and society.
In other words, he thinks he is looking through a
window at Israel but, in fact, he is looking into a
mirror that is reflecting back to him his own
Palestinian society.

He accuses Israel, for example of “propagating a
stereotype that Palestinians living on the other side
of the separation barrier are violent and not deserving of freedom or
independence”. Where to start? In the first place, polls of Israelis show
that a majority of Israelis consistently support an independent Palestinian
state based on negotiations and mutually agreed upon borders. 

Does that sound like a people who believe Palestinians don’t
deserve freedom or independence? 

As for the Palestinians’ perceived lack of freedom, Bahour need look
no farther than the Palestinians’ own free-elected governments – two
of them actually – neither of whom respects the rule of law nor seems
to want to hold new elections – long overdue – any time soon. The fact
that hundreds, perhaps thousands of Palestinians are sitting in
Palestinian jails, has nothing to do with Israel and everything to do
with the repressive Hamas and PA governing bodies.

As to the stereotype of Palestinians that Bahour is trying to project on
Israelis, that is the exact way that Israeli are viewed in Palestinian soci-
ety. Israelis and Jews are vilified as murderous thugs and much worse
throughout the Palestinian educational system (Bahour falsely alleges
that the Israeli educational system stereotypes Palestinians), children’s
camps and clubs, all forms of media and in the mosques.

He charges that the security barrier and “decades of indoctrination
have blocked Israelis’ view and allowed Israelis to simply stop seeing
real live Palestinians”. Of course, the real problem is not Israeli indoc-
trination but Palestinian and Arab indoctrination over the past 60 years
about Israel and Jews.

Bahour must know that there are about 1 million Arabs living as cit-

izens of Israel itself in peace and comparative prosperity. He can’t be
that ignorant and blind.

And why, might he wonder, would many Israelis suspect Palestinians
living in Gaza and the West Bank of being potentially violent? Might
it be because for the past 60 years, said Palestinians have been con-
stantly trying to sneak into Israel and murder Israeli civilians in their
beds, their homes, their buses and their cafes?

Can Bahour not be aware of this? Is he not aware of Palestinian cel-
ebrations on the relatively rare occasions (thank
goodness) when these murderers succeed? Does
he not know how many missiles have been fired
from Gaza into southern Israel over the past
seven years?

And he wonders why Israelis worry about their
country’s safety and don’t want to open Israel’s
borders to hundreds of thousands of Palestinian
“refugees”. He refers to the “inalienable right of
Palestinian refugees to return to Israel”. Who

bestowed on them that “inalienable right”? I know of no other
refugees for whom is claimed that “inalienable right”. What makes the
Palestinian case special?

There are currently two independent Palestinian states (three if you
count Jordan, which was once part of greater Palestine and has a
Palestinian majority). Should not these states be offering asylum to
their fellow Palestinians?

It is very nice that – as Bahour reports – that many Palestinians are
trying to start new businesses and there is research going on and may
they all succeed. 

But you can’t blame Israel for taking whatever steps are necessary to
defend its people from attack. If Bahour wants to find villains in this sce-
nario, he need look no farther than the Hamas and Palestinian Authority
leadership. The PA president, Mahmoud Abbas, refuses to be negotiate
with Israel without preconditions no matter how many times Israel’s
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has tried to show good faith. 

And Hamas is completely open about its ongoing efforts to destroy
and conquer Israel for Islam. 
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Rally for peace
The following article first appeared in the Dec. 3rd issue of The
Manitoban
By JOSH MORRY

On Nov. 25, just days after the cease-fire took effect between
Israel and Hamas – officially ending Operation Pillar of Defense – a
pro Israel rally took place at the Asper Jewish Community Campus.
You’re probably wondering why this is newsworthy, how does the
pro-Israel rally differ from any other rally about the hotbed of issues
in the Middle East. In fact, the week before the pro Israel rally, there
was a rally in support of the Palestinian cause at the Legislature.

Referring to the rally as “pro-Israel” is unfortunately somewhat of
a misnomer. The speakers at the event didn’t criticize the Palestinian
people, they didn’t deny Gaza’s right to exist, and they didn’t brag
about Israel’s military superiority. That’s not what Operation Pillar of
Defense was about, and the provincial and federal ministers from
both sides of the political spectrum who spoke at the rally realized
this. It isn’t the fault of the Gazans that conflict broke out, as they’re
just as much victims of Hamas’s tyranny as Israel is. The people of
Gaza have not been able to have free and fair elections since Hamas
– a recognized terrorist group – seized power by force in 2007.
Regardless of whether or not you believe in Israel’s bombing of
Gaza, it’s undeniable that Hamas committed war crimes by launch-
ing rockets from civilian areas, turning innocent Gazans into human
shields.

So back to your question: why was this rally different than other
rallies about the conflict in the Middle East? The answer to the ques-
tion is actually quite subtle: This pro-Israel rally wasn’t a pro Israel
rally at all; it was a rally for peace. As one speaker pointed out,
when the Palestinians are in control of their own destiny, and when
they are freed from the ruthless dictatorship that is Hamas, there will
be peace. The Palestinians want an end to the conflict just as much
as the Israelis do, and the multidenominational crowd at the rally
shows that there is a lot of common ground between the sides to
negotiate peace.

memberships,
such as the
recently inau-
gurated cultur-
al member-
ships) holding
Rady JCC
members is
now approxi-
mately 5,000,
according to
Waxman.

“ O v e r
800,000 people visited the Rady JCC” in 2012, Waxman told the
audience. “15,000 people came to cultural events”; 10,000 came to
Shalom Square (making it one of the most popular pavilions, as
usual); 7,000 children were registered in children’s programs; 1,000
people received scholarships from the Rady JCC for various purpos-
es (such as attending day camps); 2,000 people participated in
seniors’ program; 125 children received day care; 175 students
belonged to BBYO; and it was the 40th year of the Y Sports Dinner.

In addition, Waxman suggested, “We rank among the highest
JCC’s in terms of showcasing Israel”, through such programs as the
huge Yom Ha’atsmaut program.

Referring to the Rady JCC’s mandate to perform “Tikkun Olam”,
Waxman pointed to the growth in its special needs programs. There
are 100 individuals with special needs involved in programs at the
Rady JCC, Waxman stated, with over “400 volunteers” working in
those programs.

Through such programs as the transportation program for seniors,
which is funded by the “Tallman Fund”, 2,000 seniors are able to
participate in Rady JCC programs.

“We provided over 300 weeks of camperships,” Waxman said,
and “we gave scholarships or financial aid for 10% of the partici-
pants” in those camp programs.

The evening ended with the board convening privately. Danny
Stoller was elected as the new president of the board.

DANNY STOLLER, incoming president (left)
and ERIC SAWYER, outgoing president

Rady JCC
C o n t i n u e d
from page 1.

Bahour turns Palestinian and Israeli outlooks upside down

…the Israel Bahour
describes – or imagines –

much better fits the 
reality that is Palestinian
government and society.



Lindsay Nelko’s
career continues to
make great strides.
The Winnipeg-born
and trained dancer
and choreographer is
in Hollywood where
she is working on sev-
eral episodes of the X
FACTOR TV show as a

choreographer.
“It’s really cool and very surreal,” she says

of working on the popular talent show. “It is
an amazing experience. I am working with
amazing people.”

And, in July, she earned her fourth
“Choreographer’s Pick” award - more than
any other choreographer in the past few years
- at the Pulse Dance Competition in New
York, a competition where dancers from all
around can come, compete and show every-
one what they are made of. The
“Choreographer’s Pick” is selected by the
PULSE’s all-star panel of judges.

Nelko also won the 2012-2013 “Pulse

F e a t u r e d
Choreographer of
the Year” award at
the New York City
Finalé. That means
that she will be
choreographing the
opening and closing
numbers at the 2013
New York City
Finale.

This past fall, clos-
er to home, Nelko
was the assistant
choreographer on
the NBC TV movie
“American Girl:
Alberta”, based on
the 2013 American
Girl Doll of the year.
The movie was par-
tially shot here in
Winnipeg.

Lindsay Nelko has
been dancing almost
since she learned to
walk. Her first
teacher was her
mother, well known
Winnipeg dance teacher Shelley Shearer
(Nelko). Lindsay trained for 17 years in Ballet,
Pointe, Jazz, Hip Hop, Tap, Musical Theatre
and Modern at her mother’s dance studio,
Shelley Shearer School of Dance. As a former
dancer with Canada’s Royal Winnipeg Ballet,
Shelley Shearer made sure that ballet was an
extremely important element in her training,
and Lindsay holds her Advanced ISTD Ballet
certification.

Nelko’s Performing Arts Education contin-
ued at UCLA Performing Arts in Los Angeles
California, in the Theatre, Film and Television
Department and New York University Tisch
School of the Arts, CAP 21 Musical Theatre
Program.

Nelko has represented Canada as a choreo-
grapher at the International Dance
Organization (IDO) World Dance
Championships in both Germany, where her
choreography helped team Canada win the
silver medal in 2010; and Poland, where her
choreography helped team Canada win the
silver and bronze medals in 2011. As a
choreographer, she also donates her time to
worthy charitable events throughout Canada.
She has adjudicated major competitions and
conventions throughout Canada such as the
Canadian National Dance Championships
and Triple Threat Dance Convention to help
train the next generation of dancers.

As well, since 2003, she has taught students
of all ages with an attention to detail, tech-
nique, musicality and artistic expression. She
incorporates real life experiences as well as
her acting and theatre training to tell a story
through her movement. Her years of teaching
and coaching experience enable her to moti-
vate and bring excellence out of her team of
dancers. 

Nelko’s invitation to work on the X Factor
came about through her professional associ-
ation with Brian Friedman, the show’s super-
vising producer. Friedman is a top director,
choreographer and producer in the industry.
(He was, for example, the creative director
for the Justin Beiber World Tour.) He is also
the Creative Director of the Pulse Dance
Convention, where Nelko has been showcas-
ing some of her choreography in New York,
Toronto, Boston, Atlanta and Las Vegas.

And he has been mentoring Nelko for the
past five years. He feels she has a major talent

for choreography. He describes her style as a
fusion of ballet, modern and jazz techniques.

It was Friedman who referred the young
Winnipegger to MSA agency in Los Angeles,
with whom she is now signed on.

In the new year, Nelko will be participating
as a special guest choreographer to do a
piece at Friedman’s PULSE Dance
Convention in Atlantic City in January. All
proceeds from the event are going to
Hurricane Sandy victims.

As to what comes next for Nelko, that is still
unknown. But the up and coming choreogra-
pher is not concerned. “Opportunities arise
frequently in this field,” she says. 
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Lindsay with the choreography team backstage. L to R: Tessandra
Chavez (Associate Supervising choreographer), Lindsay Nelko
(Associate Choreographer), Brian Friedman (Supervising Producer &
Supervising Choreographer), Tucker Barkley (Choreographer) and
Tiana Brown (Consulting Producer).Freedom from Self-Medicating
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Hebrew to be nixed as foreign
language in U.K. schools

(JTA) – The British government reportedly
is planning to exclude Hebrew from a list
of recognized foreign languages in the
national education system. 

The Board of Deputies of British Jews
warned last week that the exclusion of
Hebrew could damage Jewish education in
the country, the Jewish Chronicle reported.

Education Minister Elizabeth Truss
announced plans last month to make it
compulsory, from September 2014, to
teach a foreign language to children aged 7
to 11. Schools would be required to offer at
least one of only seven recognized lan-
guages, which excludes Hebrew, the news-
paper reported.

Many Jewish primary schools, which
include Jewish studies alongside the
national curriculum, offer Hebrew as the
only foreign language. According to the
Board of Deputies, the schools would find
it impossible to continue teaching Hebrew
if compelled to offer another foreign lan-
guage as well.

Laura Marks, the board’s senior vice pres-
ident, told the Jewish Chronicle that the
government proposal could be “extremely
detrimental to our community’s identity.”
Language, including modern and classical
Hebrew, is “a vital ingredient to under-
standing our faith and culture,” she said.

Marks urged the government “to reject
the idea of stipulating just a narrow range
of languages.”



Bonjour més amis! 
This week’s column is

about my love of lan-
guages. The fascination
with foreign tongues
began with my parents,
who conversed in their
“mysterious”, private
language (which I later
learned was Yiddish), so

we kids wouldn’t understand.
A trip into Manhattan by subway was always

like a trip to another land, for it was not unusu-
al to hear animated conversations in Spanish,
French or Hungarian, to name just a few.  

The lilt of these languages was music to this five-year-old’s ears.
Although I did not know what was being said, I longed to have a pri-
vate language of my own, too. 

Looking at my reflection in the window of the subway car, I began
to jabber and gesticulate, hoping that I looked as cosmopolitan as my
older counterparts. No one seemed to notice, and besides, it was kind
of boring, talking to myself. 

No, I needed a “real” second language. That’s when I discovered Pig
Latin. (Who even knew that pigs spoke Latin!). In the 50’s, this was the
“cool” way to converse - and so easy to learn! All you had to do was
take the first letter of any word, move it to the end of the word, and
add “ay”. Es-yay, is-thay as-way eat-nay” (translation: “Yes, this was
neat”).  

My first opportunity to learn a “real” language was offered in junior

high. My school had a choice of French,
Spanish or German. Back then, before the
massive wave of Spanish immigrants, most
chose French. We had some pretty cre-
ative teachers, too. Madame Nagourney
taught us to conjugate verbs by dressing
up as a cheerleader, grabbing a set of
pom-poms, and leading the class in a
cheer - “Nous avons, vous avez, il a, elle
a, hip hooray!!” And who could forget
suave Monsieur Swirsky who honed our
pronunciation by conducting the class in a
sing-along of “La Vie En Rose?” Their
enthusiasm was infectious, and prompted

me to buy Edith Piaf albums – and read French books. 
Malheureusement (unfortunately), an uninspiring university prof

made me turn away from French and choose Spanish as a new favorite
language. I was off to a promising start, because I was the only one in
the class who could master the guttural “ch” sound (as in “Challah”).
The professor, a German expat, complimented me. “You must be
Greek”, he said. When he learned that I wasn’t Greek and figured out
what I was, it was downhill from there!

Years later, a trip to Spain rekindled my interest and, using a com-
puter program, I not only learned to speak Spanish, but I wound up as
a translator on a tour of a convent in Seville (but that’s another story). 

Meanwhile, retour au ranch (back at the ranch), I thought it was time
to bone up on French, Canada’s other official language. I had French-
speaking family and friends with whom to practice, and besides, it
would be good for my brain. I tried to convince my husband to join
me in this new cultural pursuit, but he really wasn’t interested. His
French teachers had been unenthusiastic Anglophones (who were not
into cheerleading or singing). 

Undeterred, I decided to go it alone. I did some research and
ordered the five-level program, one that promised fluency. When it
arrived, I discovered that this program could be installed on three
computers at no extra charge. I decided to nudge and wheedle my
mate. “I wish you would put this on your computer and take the
course with me. Please, give it a try!”  

Reluctantly, he agreed and the most amazing thing happened- he
loved it! Each night he spends a couple of hours on his lessons, with
even more time for French on weekends. When not at the computer,
he is listening to French songs, or calling our francophone friends in
Quebec. Inspired and enthusiastic, he is even practising French on
outings with our friends, whether or not they understand him. Just last
week, he used his new-found vocabulary to order dinner in a restau-
rant. Unfortunately, it was an Indian restaurant and no one understood
him. 

Ironiquement (ironically), I hate this program which focuses more on
writing down
answers than” see-
ing and saying”
(which is a better
learning mode for
me because I am a
lousy typist!). My
husband has
zoomed up to level
five (the final level)
while I am mired in
level three.  

Mais pas importe
(but never mind).
Although my
“wish” may have
created a monster
(or is that a mon-
sieur?), we are
enjoying learning
together. We test
our new found
skills over dinner
each night, and
puzzle over differ-
ent ways to say the
same thing in our
nouvelle langue.
Maybe, with a little
luck and persever-
ance we will suc-
ceed.  

Bonne Chance! 
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Jill Brandes

“Be Careful What You Wish For”
ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES
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Can you identify who is in these pictures?
The two pictures seen below were sent to us by the Jewish

Heritage Centre with a request to help identify anyone in the pic-
tures.

If you happen to know the names of anyone in the pictures, you
are asked to contact Stan Carbone at the Jewish Heritage Centre,
phone 204-477-7460.

(Sorry, we don’t have a prize to give you if you can identify any
of the people seen here. We’re just trying to help someone out.)
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U.S. news

By CHAVIE LIEBER
NEW YORK (JTA) – Like many other mothers, Patti Weiss Levy’s heart

broke when she heard about the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Newtown, Conn.

The longtime Connecticut resident lives an hour away from
Newtown, so she assumed she wouldn’t know anyone involved. But as
details of the massacre began to emerge, Weiss Levy says she realized
just how small Connecticut is.

“We later found out my daughter babysat for one of the children
killed,” Weiss Levy told JTA. “And the drummer in my daughter’s band
could not attend a concert that night because his sister was one of the
teachers killed, too. They were the nicest people, and this whole thing
is horrid, just unspeakable.”

As the funerals began Dec. 17 for
the 20 children and six adults
gunned down Dec. 14 by 20-year-
old Adam Lanzo, Jewish schools
around the country grappled with
how to discuss the tragedy appropri-
ately with students and whether there
were ways to improve security at
their own schools.

Administration officials at the Bicultural Day School in Stamford,
Conn., some 30 miles from Newtown, spent all of Dec. 17 combing
the grounds with security experts, one faculty member told JTA. The
entire staff arrived at the school early in the morning for a meeting
about how to discuss the Newtown massacre with their students. The
staff’s main concern was to make sure their building had the best secu-
rity system possible.

The school also had a personal connection to Newtown: A teacher at
Bicultural is married to Rabbi Shaul Praver, who led the funeral service
for one of the victims, 6-year-old Noah Pozner. 

Around the country, parents of Jewish school students expressed con-
cerns about security. At the Hillel Day School in Boca Raton, Fla.,
school officials said they received a torrent of emails from parents
requesting that they update their security system and emergency pro-
cedures. Head of School Rabbi Samuel Levine said the school was con-
sidering its options.

“Our school building is on the Jewish federation campus, so you
would have to pass through security,” Levine said Monday. “But that
doesn’t mean that if someone wanted to get on campus, they couldn’t.
We’re sitting down with campus security this afternoon to review our
security procedures and drills and see if there are any changes we can
make.”

David Finell, head of school at the Rockwern Academy in Cincinnati,
said the shooting generated a new sense of urgency to review security
precautions.

“When you have this type of tragedy, it makes people revisit their pro-
cedures,” Finell said. “We run plenty of emergency drills, but after this
we are going to start having more and we’re going to implement some
new security changes, though I can’t share what they are right now.”

When it came to talking with students, Jewish administrators took dif-
ferent approaches to discussing the Newtown shooting. The question
was how to talk to students in an effective and appropriate way while
also taking care not to alarm younger students unnecessarily.

Ramaz, a Modern Orthodox school in New York, ran an extensive
program for middle and high school students and made faculty mem-
bers available to speak with anyone who requested it. Ramaz did not
provide the program for younger children.

“A lot of our students seem to have been taken with the tragic events,
so we encouraged feelings of sympathy for the victims and their fami-
lies, and made sure the students felt our school was safe,” said Rabbi
Paul Shaviv, noting that teachers were prepared to talk to the younger
children if they asked questions.

Boca’s Hillel School addressed the tragedy in a morning assembly for
the middle school and dispatched school psychologists to talk to the
lower grades.

“We need to be sensitive to the younger children,” Levine said. “I’m
sure there was plenty of discussion about this over the Shabbos table,
and there were probably kids present.”

At the Levine Academy in Dallas, Head of School Mark Stolovitsky
said that in seeking an age-appropriate way to talk about the shooting,
the events in Connecticut were explained in terms of Bible or Disney
stories. Like the stories of Purim or Passover, the children understand
the concept of a “bad guy,” he said. “We want kids to feel safe in
school, but we also need to tell kids that there are bad men who do bad

things,” he said.
Levine Academy is also considering a new school entrance strategy.

Currently, only one of the school’s two entrances is guarded by armed
security. After the shooting, Stolovitsky said his staff will explore ways
for all all students to enter through the same door.

“I also think we need to change our mindset and be more vigilant,”
Stolovitsky said. “Make sure you stop people wandering around your
school you don’t recognize, even if they are smiling. And we need to
keep practicing emergency drills, where children know how to hide
out of plain sight. This is why we have drills. It’s unlikely it will happen,
but we need to be prepared.”

While hiring armed guards and improving security systems might be
obvious steps, school administrators
also say they don’t want to turn their
facilities into fortified prisons. Levine
noted that at Sandy Hook Elementary,
the shooter, Lanza, was able to force
his way inside  despite the school’s
impressive security system. 

“The Connecticut school was
locked. They did all the right things,
and this somehow happened,” Levine

said.
“We have security cameras, we feel safe,” Stolovitsky added. “We

could choose to have metal detectors and provide a whole new stage
of security. But we live in an open, free society and this is a school. The
security needs to be appropriate.”

Finell says the most important role for educators or parents briefing
kids about the shooting is to remain calm. At his school, teachers led
discussions about the shooting but waited for children in younger grades
to initiate. The school is also planning an optional memorial service.
Finell stressed the importance of not getting too visibly emotional.

“These kids are looking to us for their emotional cues,” he said. “We
can’t show any fear or let them know how upset we are by all of this.
We need to be reassuring at times like these and talk to them about all
the safety precautions we are doing, show them that our No. 1 goal is
to take care of them.”

Like the stories of Purim or Passover, the
children understand the concept of a “bad
guy”. We want kids to feel safe in school,
but we also need to tell kids that there are

bad men who do bad things.”

After Newtown, Jewish schools reconsider security 
and grapple with how to talk about tragedy

Newtown victim Noah Pozner at funeral is
remembered for inquisitiveness

NEW YORK (JTA) – Noah Pozner, the youngest
victim of the Sandy Hook Elementary School mas-
sacre, was remembered at his funeral as a child
who liked to explore how things worked mechan-
ically.

Monday afternoon’s funeral for Noah, a Jewish
boy who turned 6 in late November, was the first
among the 26 victims of Friday’s massacre at the
school in Newtown, Conn. The Associated Press
reported on memories of Noah’s inquisitiveness
about things mechanical.

Teddy bears and a bouquet of white flowers
accented by a single red rose were placed at the
base of a maple tree outside the Abraham L. Green and Son Funeral
Home in Fairfield, Conn., Fox News reported.

In advance of the funeral, the family’s synagogue began collecting
money for the Pozners.

Congregation Adath Israel of Newtown, Conn., posted a notice on
its website announcing that it was accepting money to help support
the Pozners “during this terrible time.” It also recommended two char-
ities for the other victims: United Way of Western Connecticut and
Everribbon.com.

Among the messages of condolence pouring in for the victims of the
school shooting were letters from Israeli leaders.

“On behalf of the people of Israel, as friends and as parents, we
stand with you today in contemplation and grief over the atrocious,
incomprehensible massacre of 20 children and six adults - educators
- at Sandy Hook Elementary School,” Israeli President Shimon Peres
wrote to President Obama. “No experience with death can be likened
to that of a parents’ loss of their child. No crime is more heinous than
the killing of a child.”

Twenty children and six school employees were killed when Adam
Lanza, 20, forced his way into the school building and opened fire.
Lanza killed himself at the school.

Prior to the school shootings, Lanza, who had attended the Sandy
Hook school, killed his mother, Nancy, in the Newtown home they
shared.

NOAH
POZNER
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Irwin Lipnowski

Most of us would agree that Leonardo da
Vinci created enormous value by transforming
a blank canvas and some paint into the
‘Mona Lisa’. If an alchemist could truly trans-
form lead into gold, the alchemist could also
justifiably claim to be a creator of value. The
value added by da Vinci or by an alchemist is
the difference
between the cost

of their unprocessed “raw material” and the
ultimate value of the fruits of their labour. A
more prosaic example of adding value is
that of a baker who begins with a $5 bag of
flour which he transforms into ten loaves of
bread that are each worth $2, thereby
adding $15 of value. By the same token,
one can provide countless examples of the
destruction of value. Vandalism or defacing
public property quickly come to mind as
examples of ‘value subtracted’. 

There are some activities for which the value added is far from trans-
parent. Consider, for example, the services of a real estate agent.
Perhaps to bolster their social status as a profession, real estate com-
panies routinely place advertisements in newspapers to honour their

most successful agents under the banner ‘Top Producers’. A skeptical
reader might well ask “What do these honourees actually produce?”
Would it not, in fact, be more accurate to replace the ‘Top Producers’
banner by ‘Agents Who Earned the Highest Commissions’? After all,
unlike homebuilders who actually produce houses, real estate agents
merely facilitate the transfer of property titles on existing houses from
current to new owners. Does such activity actually create value? Real

estate agents have in fact been maligned by
extremists who describe them as parasitic
“middle men” who produce nothing of value
and whose talent could better serve society if
it were redeployed productively. Is this harsh
attitude justified? The answer is a resounding
‘no’. In fact, the value added by real estate
agents (and by other intermediaries such as
stock brokers or traditional marriage match-
makers) generally exceeds their fees. 

To support this claim, consider the case of a
seller of an upscale condo who is prepared to

sell for at least $500,000. Suppose that $700,000 is the highest price
that any potential buyer in the market is willing to pay. Matching the
seller with the buyer who values the condo at $700,000 is the task that
real estate agents try to accomplish. If an agent succeeds in facilitat-
ing a transaction between this particular pair, the sale would create
$200,000 in value, regardless of the actual price paid within the
$500,000 to $700,000 range and regardless of the agent’s commis-
sion! Differences in price and commission would merely reflect dif-
ferences in how the $200,000 of added value (‘the surplus’) is distrib-
uted between the three parties. The central role of the real estate agent
is to make it all happen. If, for example, the condo were to sell for
$600,000, the buyer’s surplus would be $100,000, the agent’s six per
cent fee (paid by the seller) would be $36,000, and the seller’s surplus
(net of the commission) would be $64,000.

The 2012 Nobel prize in economics was awarded to Lloyd Shapley,
an 89 year old mathematical economist at UCLA and Alvin Roth, a 60
year old economist who just relocated from Harvard to Stanford, for
their research on the topic of ‘matching’. Roth applied the founda-
tional work that Lloyd Shapley and David Gale published in American
Mathematical Monthly in January 1962, to a wide variety of settings,
including matching medical residents to hospitals, graduate students
to universities with graduate programs, and candidates for organ trans-
plants to organ donors. In the latter setting, Roth’s research is credited
with saving thousands of lives. 

Considering how rare it is for economists to be given credit for doing
anything of social value, Roth’s fellow economists have much reason
to be grateful to him for validating their claim that all their mighty
labours are not for naught. Occasionally, there is some value added.

Israeli envoy warns against wearing
yarmulkes in Copenhagen

(JTA) – Israel’s ambassador to Denmark reportedly warned Jews to
avoid being identified as such in Copenhagen.

“We advise Israelis who come to Denmark and want to go to the
synagogue to wait to don their skull caps until they enter the build-
ing and not to wear them in the street, irrespective of whether the
areas they are visiting are seen as being safe,” Amb. Arthur Avnon is
quoted as telling AFP on Wednesday. The news agency reported that
Avnon also advised visitors not to “speak Hebrew loudly” or
demonstrably wear Star of David jewelry.

Leaders of Denmark’s Jewish community of approximately 8,000
were not immediately available for comment on the warnings attrib-
uted to Avnon.

Last month anti-Israel protesters vandalized the Israeli embassy in
Denmark.

Demonstrators who gathered outside the embassy near
Copenhagen last month threw fireworks and sprayed the embassy
walls with graffiti. Two days before, protesters spray-painted the
words “child killers” on the white walls that surround the Israeli
diplomatic mission
in the embassy
complex, accord-
ing to the
C o o r d i n a t i o n
Forum for
Countering Anti-
Semitism, an inter-
national watchdog
group.

“Sadly, this has
been our recom-
mendation for a
long time now and
we back the
ambassador in
what he said,”
Michael Gelvan,
chairman of the
Nordic Jewish
Security Council,
told JTA. “We have
confronted police
about this, but the
answer we got is
that there are areas
of Copenhagen
where they cannot
walk around in uni-
form — which is no
answer at all, but
rather an indication
of how chaotic the
situation has
become.”

On being productive

By

IRWIN LIPNOWSKI

Real estate agents have in fact
been maligned by extremists

who describe them as parasitic
“middle men” who produce

nothing of value and whose tal-
ent could better serve society if
it were redeployed productively.
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By BERNIE BELLAN
In my last “Short Takes” col-

umn (Dec. 12) I mentioned that I
was going to have some news
about a new reading club that’s
been formed at the Shaftesbury
Park  Retirement Residence
(located at 905 Shaftesbury
Boulevard).

On Wednesday, Dec. 12, I
attended what was the second
meeting of this new group –
which was made up largely of
Shaftesbury residents, but which
is open to anyone who might be
interested in coming out.

The session was led by Yiddish
instructor (and Jewish Post &
News columnist) Itay Zutra, and
was held in the Shaftesbury the-
atre, which is located adjacent to
the main entrance.

As Zutra read from a Shalom
Aleichem story, the more than 30
Yiddish-speaking individuals
who were present followed
along with print-outs of the story
that had been handed out by
organizer Laurie Mainster.

Zutra enunciates clearly, but it was apparent that, even with the aid
of a microphone, some of the residents had some difficulty following
along. Every once in a while, Zutra would stop to elucidate upon the
use of a particular word or phrase whose meaning might have been a
little difficult to decipher.

Others in the audience jibed in from time to time, especially well-
known Yiddishist Oscar Antel, to offer comments on the origin of a

particular word or phrase.
It was difficult to judge how well the majority of those who were lis-

tening to Zutra were able to follow as he scrambled through the story.
(In some ways it reminded me of listening to the reading from a Siddur
or Machzor – even if you can read Hebrew, it’s another thing to com-
prehend it. Of course, for almost anyone who grew up either speak-
ing Yiddish or hearing it heard in their parents’ homes, the language is
usually embedded in their memories.)

Still, it seemed clear that
the nostalgia component of
listening live to a story by one
of the greatest Yiddish writers
of all time was compelling
enough for most of those who
were there, as they listened
quietly and attentively for the
most part.

Unfortunately, due to the
length of the story, Zutra was
forced to cut short his read-
ing. Further, while it had
been hoped that there would

be some discussion of what had just been heard among the audience
members, again, due to the length of the story, that proved impossible.

No doubt Zutra will modify how he conducts these sessions in
future, so as to allow greater audience participation. At the same time,
the Shaftesbury theatre, which is the venue for these sessions, is quite
spacious and comfortable, and could easily handle a much larger
crowd, if necessary.

This new reading circle is open to anyone to attend. We hope to pro-
vide dates and times of any future sessions in advance if you, or some-
one you may know, would like to attend. 

Yiddish Reading Circle at Shaftesbury Seniors’ Residence takes off

Some of the more than 30 attendees who participated in the second
meeting of the Yiddish Reading Circle.

ITAY ZUTRA 
reading from a Sholem

Aleichem story.

Still, it seemed clear that
the nostalgia component

of listening live to a
story by one of the

greatest Yiddish writers
of all time was com-

pelling enough for most
of those who were there

Community news

The next issue of The Jewish
Post & News will be January 9.

Deadline for receipt of 
advertising is January 2
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We are seniors
Chapter no. 33

In this chapter I
would like to deal
with some of the pet
peeves we have as
seniors. What are
some of the things
that turn us off? Well,
bank charges are

one!
They are giving us next to nothing on our

savings accounts, then why have they chalked
up additional fees on practically every transac-
tion? This can be especially true if trying to
maintain a corporate account in your retire-
ment. Then some will insist on a fee if your
account drops below a certain level, or you
want to convert some of your Canadian money
to American money. Try converting some of
this money back the next day and see what
happens!

For those seniors who are working on the
internet, try getting some intelligible support
which has been outsourced to a foreign coun-
try! You would think that they would train their
staff so that they can speak English clearly and
understandably! And how long will you have
to hang on the line, after you have pushed
innumerable buttons so that the automated
service can get you to the right person!

I am sick and tired of talking to a machine! It
may improve their bottom line, but it tries my
patience! If they freely take my money, I
should be entitled to better service!

There was a time, when I was much younger,
that I could actually talk to an individual, and
explain my problem an receive a courteous,
intelligible answer.

What about the huge stores that can cover a
number of city blocks that can stock all kinds
of merchandise for sale, and not a sales person
in sight to direct you to the right counter? You
are lucky if you can find your car in that
immense parking lot! And many of these multi-
nationals have put some of our local small
businessmen out of business!

Yes, it’s sad to remember the time you could
have a conversation with your local grocer. He
would know you by name, and even inquire
about the members of your family. For some of
us we would consider him as family. If you
were hard up for cash, he could extend you
credit until your next pay day. Try doing that in
your large box stores today!

And what about the multi-nationals that have
invaded our country from the south? They sure-
ly have brought competitive prices for our
daily needs, but they will raise a huge roar if
one of our Canadian companies buys out an
American company! And if things get really
tough their leaders will shout “Buy American!”
And what about our Free Trade Agreement
with our American neighbours? It’s only free as
long as it doesn’t affect special interest groups
that don’t like the competition from Canadian
companies.

I know, “some of my best friends are
American”, so this doesn’t apply to all of them.

But, when push comes to shove, you can be
sure that we Canadians will get the short end
of the stick. After all their population is about
ten times larger than ours!

Isn’t it amazing, when Americans were buy-
ing cross border pharmaceutical supplies from
Canadian companies, and the American com-
panies were losing business, they would shout
out loud and clear, that these drugs were not
trustworthy, when they came from the very
same companies that the Americans were
using! 

By

HARRY WARREN
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.

Jordan warns Israeli tourists on Jewish symbols
JERUSALEM (JTA) – The Jordanian tourism ministry warned Israelis not to wear Jewish

symbols when visiting the country.
The ministry also suggested that visitors to Jordan not perform any Jewish rituals there.
A letter with the warning was sent by the Jordanian Tourism Ministry and Antiquities to

tour guides in Israel late last month, but just became public on Wednesday. The letter is
believed to be out of concern for Israeli travelers’ safety, not something discriminatory,
according to The Jerusalem Post.

In June, six Israeli tourists were assaulted in a southern Jordan market because they
were wearing kippot.

In recent years, Jordanian authorities would not allow Jewish tourists to enter the coun-
try with tefillin. Israeli Foreign Ministry spokesman Yigal Palmor told The Jerusalem Post
that it was to protect the safety of the travelers, who could upset Jordanians by praying in
public.



12 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, December 26, 2012

Israel news

OF WINNIPEG
Jewish Federation

Supported by the

For more information, or to register, contact 
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Hunting for the perfect (JNF)
Christmas tree - in Israel 

By BEN
SALES 

G I V A T
YESHAYAHU,
Israel (JTA) –
Winding up
and down the
rows of
Arizona brush
trees, Jason
Heeney sees
slim pickings
for Christmas. 

“This tree
would be hard
to put the star on,” Heeney says. “It’s totally flat, like a smushed
nose.” 

The Michigan native and his friend, native Parisian Emie Genty,
have driven an hour from their homes in Tel Aviv for what has
become an annual tradition: the Christmas tree hunt at a Jewish
National Fund forest. For about $20 apiece, they and anyone else
can buy a subsidized tree this week, courtesy of JNF. The buyers
include Christian Arabs, Russians, tourists and curious Israeli Jews. 

The trees resemble the conifers traditionally used as Christmas
trees in America, though they are a bit sparser, paler and shorter at
an average of 6 feet high. 

JNF’s director of VIP ceremonies and protocol, Andy Michelson,
estimates that individuals, embassies and Israeli churches will buy
nearly 1,000 trees this year - a 20 percent increase over last year
because of a new Internet advertising campaign. The program has
existed for almost 20 years, and the forest here has about 3,000
trees. JNF maintains a similar forest in northern Israel. 

Approximately 150,000 Christians – four-fifths of them Arabs –
live in Israel. 

Though the tree distribution program costs thousands of dollars,
Michelson said American Jewish supporters of JNF should not be
upset that their money is going for something that benefits Christians
in Israel. 

“Our projects are for all people living in Israel, so when we build
a park, we build it for everyone, regardless of whether they’re
Jewish, Christian or Muslim,” he said, adding that many of JNF’s
donors are non-Jews from Europe. 

“They see Israel doing this, and it creates a good feeling and peace
between people,” said Maor Malka, a JNF tour guide and firefighter
who has staffed the distribution for two years. “We also increase
awareness of JNF.” 

JNF is best known for planting trees, not chopping them down.
Michelson said the four-inch stumps left from the Christmas trees
regenerate quickly, in as little as two years. 

That was disappointing for Heeney, who was looking for a bigger
tree - maybe eight feet high. Examining tree after tree - “No, no, no,
no, no” - he lamented that “the branches are really flimsy, not like
a Christmas tree” in the United States. It’s harder to hang decora-
tions on these, he says. 

Heeney, who is married to a native Israeli, grew up on a farm and
as a child his family would visit the nearby forest and chop down a
tree as Dec. 25 approached. Since moving to Tel Aviv 2 1/2 years
ago, he has maintained American Christmas traditions. He hosts a
family dinner with his in-laws on Christmas Eve and a party for
friends the next day with gifts and carols. 

“It’s strange celebrating Christmas in Israel,” he says. “In the U.S.
it’s a national cultural event. There’s a change in the way people
interact with each other, the generosity of spirit, plus the lights. It’s
pretty. I miss the snow.” 

Not all of the customers in Givat Yeshayahu - in central Israel, just
south of Jerusalem’s suburbs - had Christmas on their minds.
Miriam, originally from Moscow, was helping a friend buy a tree for
New Year’s, a Russian tradition. She had bought plastic trees in years
past, but found the JNF offer on the Internet this year. 

“It’s not connected to religion; we like to decorate the tree,” she
said. “We don’t do it on a holiday and we don’t sing Merry
Christmas.” 

Miriam found a tree she liked, as did Heeney and Genty, who
squeezed three of them into their sedan following a 45-minute
search. But not all the customers were happy with the selection.
One man walked back to his car after looking for only a few min-
utes. 

“I have something like this in my yard,” he said. 

Choosing a Christmas tree in a KKL-JNF forest.

7th Annual Israel Recreational Hockey
Association Tournament Coming Soon

The Canada Centre, one of the main attractions to Metula, Israel,
is in the heart of the community with a commanding view of the
Galilee. It is one of Israel's major tourist attractions and the largest
sports centre in this part of the world, providing high quality sports
and leisure activities. It’s also the home for the upcoming 7th
Annual Israel Recreational Hockey Association Tournament.
Monday, Feb. 11 through Friday, Feb. 15, 2013 will see hockey
players from North America and Israel competing together on
teams of 15 skaters and up to 3 goalies. Individual players will be
assigned to teams based on their country or region of origin, and
teams comprised of individual players will be balanced to create
equal skill levels. Teams will have a limit of 5 players under 35
years old, reflecting a more mature hockey game.

Tournament Chairperson, Dr. Danny Spodek, who is on sabbat-
ical with his family from Zichron Yaacov explains that the purpose
of this tournament is to raise awareness of Ice Hockey in Israel,
have fun competing against players from other countries, help the
Israel Recreational Hockey Association expand its activities, help
the IRHA acquire status and recognition among new olim, and
provide hockey players and their families with another excuse to
visit the Holy Land.

A few things make this tournament unique. The camaraderie that
develops between players from the Diaspora, players who made
aliyah and native Israelis is unusual. The standard catered dinner
banquet is kosher and the winning team’s name will be etched on
a permanent tournament plaque at the Canada Centre.  And of
course, there are special tours, events and encounters that can
only happen in Israel.

Danny and his wife are coordinating the tournament from their
temporary home in River Heights.  They are particularly excited at
the opportunity of taking used hockey equipment to the tourna-
ment for use by children and adults whose access to affordable
and good quality hockey equipement is limited.  Anyone who
wishes to donate used equipment of any size is asked to contact
the Spodeks at 204.487.3275.



Monday, December 17th
As of last week, I could not say honestly that

I’ve carried a third of my bodyweight up a
mountain. However, as of Wednesday, I can
OFFICIALLY tell you that. I can also tell you
that my shoulders still kinda hurt. 

Readers, as of right now I’ve completed
Marva. I sit writing this with healing bruises on
my body, a dogtag around my neck, and a

head full of weapon disassembly trivia. For example, in a case where
the firing pin on an M16 is damaged, the binding pin on the shell win-
dow can be used as a replacement. If I told that to me three months
ago I would’ve just given future me a confused head tilt. And I also
probably would’ve asked “Future me, where’d your hair go?” 

After our time in the test, we returned to base for our final week. We
were informed directly after stepping off the bus that the closing cere-
mony would be incredibly important, as it symbolized the completion
of our training, and the head of the training corps of the IDF would be
presenting. However, before we could graduate, there was one last test
for us to pass: The climbing of Masada. 

Masada is a mountainous plateau near the Dead Sea that was used
as a fortress against invading Roman brigades after the destruction of
the Second Temple in 70 C.E., and the climb is a tradition in the IDF
to signify the completion of training. We left the base at 2:15 AM in full
combat gear and arrived at Masada at 4:00. After arriving, we quickly
lined up. Having been to Masada twice before with my family, I
thought this wouldn’t be too much trouble, but shortly after it was
explained to us that one person in each unit would be selected to carry
a water pack to ensure the canteens would be full during the climb.
And, of course, I was selected for Unit Seven. 

With some help, I fastened the container to my back, and prepared
for the climb. The path up Masada is titled “Snake Way”, a zig-zagging
stone stairway built to prevent Roman cavalry from ascending that has
tricky footing due to no small number of loose rocks shifting as you
walk. Walking up stone steps while trying to maintain my footing with
rocks slipping out under my boots while trying to keep the water sta-
ble was admittedly a little difficult, but it started being fun for some
reason once we were about halfway up. When we finally made it to
the peak, we watched the sunrise while receiving the covers for our
dogtags. We were told that, as of right then, our training was complete.
Our commanders raised an Israeli flag, and we all sang the national
anthem with a salute. 

Of course, we weren’t finished there. There was still the graduation,
which we had at the gravesite of Ben Gurion, the first prime minister
of Israel. A military graduation involves a series of marching maneuvers
and several standing positions with your weapon while receiving
speeches and responding to orders. One such speech was from the
head of the Training Corps of the entire IDF, who made a passionate
speech about us being true patriots, and that our choice to be there was
nothing to disregard. During this speech, we received a medal pin sig-
nifying our completion of the course. The following day, we packed
our things, had a final breakfast of rations, and said our goodbyes. I
shook my commander’s hand for the first time since we met, and she
smiled. “You’re a soldier, Elan. Don’t forget that.”
With that, she turned, and I boarded the bus to
Jerusalem. 

After a few days of exploring Israel on my own
terms, my uncle drove me to the airport, where I
boarded the midnight flight to Toronto. With a smile
on my face, a dogtag around my neck, and a tear in
my eye, I bid farewell to Israel, and flew back to
Canada. Reader, as I write this, I am sitting at my
desk, at home in Manitoba, just outside of
Winnipeg, adjusting to the change in temperature I
had been bracing for since I left. I actually bought a
scarf and a pair of gloves before leaving for
Winnipeg in preparation. Reader, I sit here after six
months of absence from my home. I sit here as
someone who picked up garbage on the Gallilee
beaches, someone who was drenched in banana
juice every day for a month, someone who brought
his gun to the shower with him... someone who
heard rockets mere kilometres from where he slept
and whose hand was burnt by an ejected bullet cas-
ing...someone who missed Tim Hortons coffee while
sleeping in the rain. Reader, I sit here as someone
who has come home after an adventure... someone
who has learned more in six months than he ever
though he could have, and knows that the experi-
ence that this provided him with has shaped him in
a way he can’t fully understand. This concludes my
coverage of Israel. I hope you got something out of
my work, and maybe had some fun following me on
this journey. Cheers.
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Graduating from Marva and saying good-bye to Israel

Elan (with a water pack on his back), as his unit prepares to climb
Masada.
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 ‘Coming home’ new Moms and infants
PROVIDED BY: INSURED & BONDED

RN’s 
A A

 LPN’s 
A A

 Health Care Aides
Home Support Workers 

A A

 Companions

We offer a variety of programs and services
Individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
Free nursing assessment

24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Call Elba Haid or Angela Pollett at REALCARE

Elba Haid
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Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

Homecare from  the Heart

By

ELAN LEVINE

Elan and his graduating Marva unit.

The graduation ceremony – at the gravesite of David Ben Gurion.
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Sports

It is some-
what custom-
ary around this
time of the
year for pub-
lications -
e s p e c i a l l y
sports depart-
ments - to
feature note-

worthy recollections of events that
have to varying degrees impacted
the populace at large. And also to
poll readers as to which event or
story was the most impactful. 

Many of you, I’m sure, will concur that “The more things change the
more they remain the same.” I enjoy using that often apt proverb and
if such luminaries as George Bernard Shaw and Winston Churchill
could use it, it works for me. 

More to the point, I was perusing my December 28, 2011 column,
“A Review of the Year in Sports” when I was reminded of that afore-
mentioned timeless nugget. Upon once again sharing the paragraph to
follow, you’re obviously going to presume that for my purposes, and
to facilitate matters, a template must have been employed.

“Watching Commissioner David Stern’s demeanor and pallor on TV
during the National Basketball Association negotiations was not an
appealing sight to behold. The end result was the total wipeout of the
exhibition season and a reduced regular schedule limited to only 66
games.

“During the NBA lockout, players on a daily basis, some bluffing
and others not, were signing playing contracts to travel abroad until
some sort of resolve would take place. The uncertainty impacted two
players of the Jewish persuasion. Forward Omri Casspi, the first Israeli
ever to play in the NBA who, last season was with the Sacramento
Kings, and later acquired by the Cleveland Cavaliers during the off-
season, negotiated a pact to play with his former Israeli basketball
team, Maccabi Tel Aviv.

“Jordan Farmar, the other Jewish hoopster is no longer a member of
the Lakers; he now plays guard for the New Jersey Nets. During the
enforced break, he also signed with Maccabi Tel Aviv.”

Forward to 2012 and one needn’t be a sage to conclude that, by sub-
stituting Jewish NBA Commissioner David Stern’s handle with that of
Jewish NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman, you’ve got redundancy at
its finest. The only noticeable difference might be that basketball play-
ers in the main stand much taller than hockey players upon huddling
behind their union leader in a show of force, and whom they staunch-
ly believe will one day, or in another season, lead them to the
promised land….or not. 

Instead of superfluous retrospective lamentation by hockey zealots
who have decorated their transportation with Jets’ license plates and
pennants and their grandchildren’s’ pillow cases and slippers with
similar omnipresent logos, let us instead focus today on Jewish con-
nections to the NBA. 

The sole active player under the big top at the moment is Cleveland
Cavaliers’ forward-guard Israeli Omri Casspi who was born in Holon.
The 6’,9” and 225 lb. 24-year-old was a first round pick (23rd overall)
in the 2009 Draft by the Sacramento Kings. 

On June 30th, 2011, he was traded by the Kings to the Cavaliers for
J.J. Hickerson and a 2012 conditional first-round draft selection.

Thus far in Cleveland’s first 25 games, he has appeared in only 18
and had but one start. Presently, he is in and out of the lineup due to
gastroenteritis. Normally a high energy player, according to scouts, he
has a nice mix of quickness, length, and athleticism. 

His coaching staff, which is labouring under a 5-20 start, feels Omri
has been inconsistent and relies too often on shooting treys when
they’d instead much prefer that he pass the ball more frequently.
They’d also like him to drive to the basket when it’s a better option
because of his aggressive style and ferociousness under the hoop
when fighting for rebounds.

Casspi has only been getting about 14 minutes per game off the
bench and is averaging 5.2 points. Ironically, his three-point shooting
percentage is an impressive 44.2 %.

Point guard Jordan Farmar, 26, could easily have caught on with a
team in the NBA again, but the 6’,2”, 180 lb. talent didn’t view him-
self as a bench player and went for a million-and-a half dollar buyout
from the Atlanta Hawks. He then proceeded to take his act to Istanbul,
Turkey, where he plays for Anadolu Efes in the Euroleague. 

The one-time L.A. Times High School “Player of the Year” in 2003-
04 and “National Freshman of the Year” at UCLA was chosen in the
first round of the 2006 Draft (26th overall) by the Los Angeles Lakers,
where he played from 2006 to 2010 and holds the distinction few
have - a pair of NBA championship rings.

The son of a Jewish mother and
Israeli stepfather played two sea-
sons with the New Jersey Nets
(now known as the Brooklyn Nets)
where he scored 9.6 and 10.4
points respectively.

The philanthropic Farmar, who
does much charity work for both
Jewish and non-Jewish charities,
was then traded to Atlanta and, as
was previously mentioned, decid-
ed his hoops future lay afar. He
chose to accept an offer that
would give his family more securi-
ty and now has a three-year-pact
for $10.5 million.

In Euroleague play, ten games in, his Turkey team is 5-5 and he has
been a starter in eight of the contests with a points average of 13. Not
to mention, he is firing treys and connected on 16 of 33. 

When his contract expires, Jordan will be but 28 and no doubt there
will be more than a few takers who could use a productive point
guard regarded as a top-notch team player. 

A pair of former Israeli NBA draftees are at present plying their trade
abroad: Yotam Halperin, 28, and Lior Eliyahu, 27. 

The former was a second round 2006 draftee (53rd overall) of the
now defunct Seattle Supersonics (Oklahoma City Thunder) who is
now playing with Bayern Munchen of the German League. As of mid-
December the 6’,5” and 200 lb. shooting and point guard has played
13 games and has a 6.5 point average.

The year previous he played in the Russian League in St. Petersburg
and had a 10.2 point average. From 2001-05 Yotam played with
Maccabi Tel Aviv.

Lior, 27, who was born in Ramat Gan, Israel, plays both small and
power forward In the Israeli Super League with Maccabi Tel Aviv. Over
six seasons he has a points average of 11. Eliyahu stands 6’, 9” and
weighs 225. The second round draftee (44th overall) was taken by
Orlando Magic, later traded to Houston Rockets and, should he return
to North America, his present draft rights are held by the Minnesota
Timberwolves. At present, with Maccabi in 10 games, he is averaging
16 points in Euroleague play. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and
covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports
to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-
mail: harv360@shaw.ca

There are those who play; while others who will one day

OMRI CASSPI of the
Cleveland Cavaliers.

JORDAN FARMAR in blue
top; plays in Turkish League
in Istanbul.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Declassified CIA assessment – Pollard
collaborated with U.S. in 'good faith'

WASHINGTON (JTA) – CIA debriefers of Jonathan Pollard said the
Israeli spy cooperated "in good faith" while in custody and that his han-
dlers' requests were limited to intelligence on the Pakistanis, Arab
states and the Soviets.  

The 1987 CIA damage assessment, published for the first time in a
newly declassified version by the National Security Archive, a George
Washington University project, recorded Pollard as "responding in
good faith to debriefers' questions."

Polygraphs "tended to confirm that his cooperation with U.S. author-
ities was bona fide," according to the assessment.

It also records, with confidence, the amount of intelligence that
Pollard shared with Israelis, though the figure was redacted.

Both revelations undercut a key argument by figures in the national intel-
ligence community who over the years have resisted calls to commute
Pollard's sentence based partly on arguments that he and Israel withheld
the extent of his espionage while he was a U.S. Navy civilian analyst.

The CIA assessment suggests that the judge who ignored a plea
agreement and sentenced Pollard to life did so because Pollard and his
then-wife, Anne Henderson, broke the agreement by speaking to the
media and not because of secret documents suggesting that Pollard
had stolen more information than is believed -- another predicate of
arguments opposing Pollard's release.

The document says that two of Pollard's three handlers, Aviem Sella
and Joseph Yagur, "emphasized that Pollard should obtain military and
technical intelligence on the Soviet Union, Arab states and Pakistan."

Rafi Eitan, another handler, wanted "dirt" on Israelis who may be
passing on information to the United States, but Yagur later told Pollard
that such information was off limits.

The document does not specifically address reports that Pollard
shared information on U.S. agents with his Israeli handlers, but it does
say that Pollard did not share, nor did the Israelis seek, the most sensi-
tive information at hand.



Wednesday, December 26, 2012, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   15

Health news

”The BRAC1
and BRAC2
genes (Breast can-
cer susceptibility
gene 1 and breast
cancer suscepti-
bility gene 2) are
human genes that
are known as

tumor suppressors. Mutations of these
genes have been linked to hereditary
breast and ovarian cancer and inheriting
this mutation increases the risk of devel-
oping breast/ovarian cancer. Genetic test-
ing for these genes is done by blood sam-
pling with genetic counseling before and
after the tests.”- from the Breast Cancer
Socity of Canada Website

Approximately three kinds of BRCA
gene mutations account for about 90 per-
cent of mutations seen in the Ashkenazi
population, according to Dr. Bernie
Chodirker (56) MD, MSc, FCCMG,
FRCPC.

Chodirker is a medical geneticist and
professor in the Department of Pediatrics and Child Health and the
Department of Biochemistry and Medical Genetics at the Health
Sciences Centre (HSC) hospital.

“Having a BRCA gene mutation isn’t the same as having cancer,”
said the doctor. “A BRCA gene mutation is a risk factor but not all
patients with it get cancer. Genetic testing and subsequent manage-
ment should only be done after the individual receives genetic coun-
selling.” 

BRCA1 and BRCA2 belong to a class of genes known as tumour sup-
pressors, and mutation of these genes has been linked to hereditary
breast and ovarian cancer.

Harmful BRCA1 mutations may also increase a woman’s risk of
developing cervical, uterine, pancreatic, and colon cancer. Harmful
BRCA2 mutations may increase the risk of pancreatic, stomach, gall-
bladder, and bile duct cancer, as well as melanoma.

Men with harmful BRCA1 mutations also have an increased risk of
breast cancer and, possibly of pancreatic, testicular, and early-onset
prostate cancer.

In normal cells, BRCA1 and BRCA2 help ensure the stability of the
cell’s genetic material (DNA) and help prevent uncontrolled cell
growth. 

Most BRCA1 and BRCA2 related research has been done on large
families with many individuals affected by cancer. As families share
some genes and often their environment, it may be that the large num-
ber of these cancer cases is due partially to other genetic or environ-
mental factors. 

“We all have these two genes and only when they don’t work prop-
erly do we see an increased risk for breast and ovarian cancer,” said
Chodirker. 

“Technology is available to find spelling mistakes (i.e. ‘mutations’)
inside these genes. Women with a mutation in either their BRCA1 or
BRCA2 genes are at high risk for developing breast, ovarian, and
potentially other cancers. 

“The lifetime risk for BRCA mutation carriers depends on various
factors, like the specific BRCA mutation involved and family history.
In some families, the lifetime risk for breast cancer in mutation carri-
ers may be as high as 80 percent and as high as 60 percent for ovari-
an cancer.

“In the Ashkenazi Jewish population, the BRCA gene mutation car-
rier frequency is as high as 1-in-40, while the estimated BRCA1 and
BRCA2 gene mutation carrier frequencies in the general population
are about 1-in-220. 

“Those carrying a BRCA mutation are at higher risk of developing
breast or ovarian cancer, as they were born with the genetic predis-
position in all their cells but not every carrier will develop cancer.” 

Many options exist for women (and men) who are mutation carriers,
but none guaranteed to prevent cancer. But, according to Chodirker,
“For maximum risk reduction (>90 percent), women may choose pro-
phylactic surgery (i.e. removal of the breasts, with or without recon-
structive surgery, and/ovaries) before a cancer develops.” 

Although some female BRCA mutation carriers would prefer to par-
ticipate in screening for breast cancer with mammograms and poten-
tially breast MRIs, as things stand, the doctor said, “We don’t have
good screening tests for ovarian cancer and screening isn’t effective in
improving the outcome for ovarian cancer.” 

Some medications, like Tamoxifen, can lower the risk of breast can-
cer while birth control pill use can lower the risk of ovarian cancer.
“Whatever option a woman chooses is very personal and there is no
right or wrong choice, just what’s right for that individual,” said
Chodirker.

“BRCA carriers without cancer aren’t sick and don’t require healing.
BRCA gene testing can help women and men better understand what
their risks are of developing cancer. 

“Carriers may wish to meet with the social worker associated with
our clinic or find it helpful to contact other carriers.” 

There are many online resources for BRCA mutation carriers, like
www.sharsheret.org (a website sensitive to the cultural needs of Jewish
women and families).

“Full BRCA gene testing is offered to men and women meeting cer-
tain criteria,” said the doctor. “In Manitoba, we offer BRCA gene test-
ing for the three mutations common in the Ashkenazi populations; to
Ashkenazim who’ve had breast or ovarian cancer; or a first degree
(parent, child, sibling) relative or second degree (grandparent, aunt,
uncle) relative with breast or ovarian cancer. Such individuals can ask
their doctor to refer them to the Hereditary Breast and Ovarian Cancer
Clinic.”

Margaret Calof (59), a retired swim teacher, is a BRCA1 mutated
gene carrier who has not had cancer. 

“I first heard about this gene many years ago at the Rady JCC gym
through a friend of mine who said she had it and was going to be
proactive and get a bilateral mastectomy and reconstruction,” said
Calof.

“My mother had ovarian cancer at 46, and this friend of my mother
also had it. So, after hearing about this, my mother went to speak to
her oncologist who told her to definitely get a letter of reference from
our GP to the genetics department. 

“Then they decided she could take the blood test, which she got –
and she tested positive. Once she tested positive, me and my brother
got tested too. I tested positive and my brother tested negative. 

“Cancer Care took over from there and they were just wonderful. 
“My mother survived ovarian cancer at 46/47, she had a lumpecto-

my at 79, and then she had melanoma at 80-something. She’s now still
going strong at 86, driving and swimming. 

“Although I haven’t had cancer, I wanted to be proactive because I
had the gene. I had the surgery three years ago. There was no second
thought about it, because with this gene my chance of getting cancer
is 87 percent. That’s what my surgeon said. 

“Also because I heard of quite a few other people getting this pro-
cedure done successfully, I didn’t feel so much like a guinea pig and
felt it was the right thing to do.”

Calof is now a counsellor for Breast Centre of Hope, helping women
as they make their decision about surgery. She also volunteers as a dri-
ver for the Canadian Cancer Society once a week.

“This is something people should be aware of, and not just Jewish
people,” said Calof.

For more information on the BRCA1 and BRCA2 gene mutations and
your risk of developing cancer, to to www.cancer.gov/cancertopics/fact-
sheet/Risk/BRCA or to http://www.sharsheret.org, a website supporting
young Jewish women  facing breast cancer.

People of Ashkenazi descent at high risk for BRCA gene mutations 

DR. BERNIE CHODIRKER: “Having
a BRCA gene mutation isn’t the
same as having cancer. A BRCA
gene mutation is a risk factor but
not all patients with it get cancer.”

MARGARET CALOF: “Although I haven’t had cancer, I
wanted to be proactive because I had the gene. I had the
surgery three years ago. There was no second thought
about it, because with this gene my chance of getting
cancer is 87 percent.”

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA



“The House on Sugarbush Road”
By Méira Cook
311 pages 
Published by Enfield & Wizenty, Winnipeg
2012
Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

The power of fiction in describing real-life events
is superbly conveyed in this beautifully written
novel by Winnipeg’s own Méira Cook.

A former South African journalist and poet, Cook
left South Africa prior to the legal dismantling of
the apartheid system – ending up in Winnipeg
with her physician husband (See adjoining story).

Set in 1994, “The House on Sugarbush Road”
tells the stories of a set of characters, some black –
some white, and one East Indian, whose lives
interweave in fascinating and often surprising
ways.

While the plot line develops rather slowly – per-
haps frustratingly slowly at times, it is in Cook’s
absolutely astonishing use of language that the book takes flight. Every
sentence is crafted by the author in a way that makes use of words that
puts Cook into a category of writers whose first craft was poetry rather
than prose.

Even when it comes to describing the most mundane of events, such
as shopping for ingredients for a recipe, for instance, the most minute
of details are described when it comes to testing fruit for freshness or
aroma. (Never mind that so many of the foods that are mentioned in
this book are so utterly foreign and frankly, don’t sound particularly
appetizing, especially something called miliepap.)

Yet Cook’s obvious talent as a journalist shines through in describing
the savagery that overtook South Africa for years following the han-
dover of power to the African National Congress. Anyone who saw or
heard of the particularly horrendous practice of “necklacing”, in which
a hapless victim had a tire put around his neck, which was then set on
fire, is well aware of the depths of depravity to which so many South

Africans sank.
But Cook is relatively dispassionate in cataloguing the

never-ending series of horrors through which that
beleaguered country’s citizens were forced to wade:
The random and horrible violence; the deterioration of
its once sophisticated infrastructure; the ascendancy of
brutal gangs, and the never-ending settling of scores –
not just between blacks and whites, but even more
viciously, between blacks themselves.

Into this milieu we find ourselves following the lives
of two families in particular, in one case that of a black
servant by the name of Beauty Mapole, who has
laboured – and continually resented that situation – for
years, for a well-intentioned, albeit patronizing white
family by the name of Du Plessis.

Beauty is determined to carve for herself a home that
she can proudly call her own – and her entire life is
devoted to achieving that almost impossible dream. At
the same time she feels a strong sense of responsibility
to others, particularly her own elderly and sickly moth-

er-in-law, who lives in a decrepit shanty.
In counterpoint to her own mother-in-law, Beauty finds herself caring

for the frail Ouma du Plessis. While Beauty seethes with resentment at
the stark contrast in the situation of her white employer and her own
bleak lot in life, she still carries out her duties with a grim perseverance.

Into this mix we meet Dr. Benjamin du Plessis, whom Beauty has
cared for since he was an infant. Even though Beauty was actually
allowed to raise her own daughter, Givvie, along side Benjamin,
Beauty chafes at Benjamin’s liberalism, which she regards as nothing
more than patronizing.

Cook is able to show full well the extent to which the apartheid sys-
tem filled so much of the black population of South African with noth-
ing less than absolute hatred for all whites, no matter how well-inten-
tioned some of those whites may have been.

Here is how Cook describes Beauty’s attitude to Benjamin, the man
– not Benjamin the child:

“In truth, she’d never stopped loving the little boy, that little boy
whom she’d held and rocked to sleep. Whose food she had cooked
and whose sheets she had washed. No, she loved him still but the man
he’d become and whose food she still cooked and sheets she still
washed she did not love, no quite the opposite. It was a riddle but one
she not care to solve except through spite and such small daily acts of
belligerence as lay within her scope.”

“The House on Sugarbush Road” moves along at a rather languid
pace. At times one may be left wondering whether this is all going to
come together in any particular way, but be forewarned: The end of the
novel is quite shocking, although there is a foreshadowing of incipient
violence throughout.

If there is any particular deficiency with this novel – and it is one that
one tends to find in novels written by poets, it is that the poetic lan-
guage is often distracting. I found myself having to reread sections of
the book over and over, as it is sometimes not easy to pay total atten-
tion to the narrative. Further, Cook regularly intersperses the dialogue
with a continued stream of foreign phrases – often entire sentences, in
languages that range over the map, including a fairly easy-to-recognize
Afrikaans, but also African dialects that are simply impossible to under-
stand. (At one point in the novel, reference is made to the many differ-
ent languages that are spoken in the Johannesburg area – which is
where the novel is set. It might have been easier were Cook not such
a gifted linguist who is apparently totally at ease in all those languages
– and ready to use the vernacular at any point. To make it even more
authentic, given the large number Jews in South Africa, I suppose that
all that would have been needed to make this book even more com-
plete would have been to have one of the black characters lapse into
Yiddish – the way Mel Brooks did as an Indian chief in “Blazing
Saddles”.)

“The House on Sugarbush Road” concentrates on mood and atmos-
phere as opposed to plot. Characters appear and disappear, seemingly
at random – and typically in the very middle of a chapter, so when they
appear again later in the book, it is not always easy to remember where
they fit in terms of the story. Yet, that is the way life is: Events happen
at random – people move in and out of each other’s lives, and it is only
with the passage of time that we can look book and make sense of our
own lives and events.

A truly astounding work of art, one would think that “A House on
Sugarbush Road” is destined to be recognized come book award sea-
son for what Cook has accomplished here. And, to think, she’s actual-
ly one of our own (even if she is a transplant) – all the more amazing!
Frankly, not enough has been written about the many South Africans
who have come to Manitoba over the past couple of decades whose
contributions to so many aspects of our lives are so deeply appreciat-
ed. Thank you, Méira, for having chosen Winnipeg as your new home. 
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Post-apartheid novel a masterful mix of poetry and journalism



By BERNIE BELLAN
I first met Méira Cook over the phone a few

weeks ago when she asked me whether I had
received a copy of her novel, “The House on
Sugarbush Road”. I checked the pile of books that
have been received in our office recently and, sure
enough, Méira’s novel was sitting right at the top. 

Méira told me that she was an ardent reader of
our paper and that she admired the independent
editorial position that our paper takes. In turn, I
told her that, now that I was aware that her book
was written by a member of our own Jewish com-
munity, I was going to give it priority for review-
ing.

And, as you can see from the adjoining review, I
was floored by the quality of the writing that “The
House on Sugarbush Road” demonstrates. I con-
tacted Méira and told her that I simply had to
interview her to find out as much as I could about
the process that led her to produce such an amaz-
ing work.

When I actually met Méira, I found her to be totally unassuming –
and not at all consumed with matters related to literary craft. She told
me that she grew up in a middle-class Jewish family in a Johannesburg
suburb in the 1970’s and 80’s where, like almost every other white
family, black servants were part of the family’s life.

(Méira, in fact, is named for her late grandfather, Meyer, she tells
me.)

Language was always a very important factor in her early childhood,
she notes. Like so many other Jewish families of Eastern European
descent, Yiddish was spoken primarily by her grandparents, and
Méira’s first memory of language was the cursing for which Yiddish is
so famous. When it comes to describing the atmosphere in her home
that imbued her with such a flair for language herself, Méira says that
she “grew up with the ‘snap and crackle’ of language”, whether it was
spoken by whites or blacks.

“Language,” she says, “permeated both worlds.”
South Africa, however, is a country in which almost everyone is

familiar with a great many languages. In fact, Méira says (and this is a
point that is repeated from time to time in her novel), there are 13 dif-
ferent languages spoken in South Africa.

Violence – or the threat of it, however, was (and remains) a constant
in every South African’s life. (South Africa has the highest murder rate
in the world. Perhaps that explains why so many South Africans feel
right at home in Winnipeg – the murder capital of Canada). 

Méira notes that the single most significant event to occur in South
Africa while she was growing up was the Soweto uprising of 1976,
when an estimated 176 blacks, mostly students, were massacred by
police. That event, in turn, led to the emergence of the African
National Congress as the leading movement fighting against the racist
apartheid system that was institutionalized in South Africa.

Méira went on to study English and Comparative Literature at uni-
versity in South Africa, and she began to hone her skills both as a poet
and as an arts reporter for a Johannesburg daily newspaper. And,
although she didn’t begin to write her novel that centres around life in
South Africa until many years after she left the county, she says that the
“horrendous images” of the Soweto uprising left an imprint upon her
that left her pondering the “duality between extreme violence and
normalcy” that is a prime focus of “The House on Sugarbush Road”.

Moving to Canada in the 1990’s with her first husband, who was a
physician, Méira found herself living in a small community in
Manitoba’s Interlake, where she wondered whether there was any type
of lifestyle in Canada that might be more stimulating than what she
encountered there.

Eventually Méira ended up in Winnipeg and resumed the study of
English literature at the University of Manitoba, where she also met
the man who was to become her second husband. The Cooks are now
the parents of three children, a 13-year-old daughter, and two 10-year-
old twin boys.

Over the course of time Méira has produced four books of poetry,
and has fashioned a considerable reputation in literary circles for her
ability in that area. In fact, she says that her “first language was poet-
ry”. “Writing,” she notes, “comes easily” for her, although, like any
good writer, she writes and rewrites until she is quite satisfied with the
finished product. As well, she lets no one else see any of her work
until it is quite complete, she insists.

When it came to writing “The House on Sugarbush Road”, Méira
says that she “began to write this book because I was struck by the
very idea of what it means to work in someone else’s house and look
after someone else’s children.” Although none of the characters in the
novel are based on anyone whom she knew, once the idea for center-

ing a book around a black housemaid took hold,
she says, the rest of the story flowed rather easily.

“It took me about three years” to complete the
book, Méira says. Like any good writer, she agrees
that being disciplined about sitting down every day
and writing is hugely important. “I write for about
three – four hours at a time when I write,” she says
– something that wasn’t always easy with three
young children in the house.

Although “The House on Sugarbush Road” did
receive a rave review in the Free Press some
months back, Méira admits that obtaining attention
for a first novel is not a simple task. She has made
a number of appearances at various groups and on
January 15 her book will be the subject for the Etz
Chayim book club, she notes.

It was when I realized that we had a first-rate nov-
elist in our midst who is not particularly well-
known yet that I had the idea of starting a book
club in conjunction with the Rady JCC, specifically

to promote Jewish writers or Jewish subjects. I am pleased to
announce, therefore, that Méira Cook will be presenting at the inau-
gural session of The Jewish Post & News – Rady JCC Book Club on
Thursday, February 21st at 7:00 pm. While it is not necessary for any-
one to have read the book that is under discussion, there is ample time
to purchase “The House on Sugarbush Road” in advance of that date.

Anyone who does have the opportunity to read this book will no
doubt be left astounded at Méira Cook’s facility with language.
Further, having the actual chance to meet the author of this amazing
book – either at the Etz Chayim or at the Rady JCC, is sure to be as fas-
cinating an experience for anyone else as it was for me when I, myself,
was afforded that privilege.

Wednesday, December 26, 2012, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   17

Books

First-time Winnipeg novelist Méira Cook bound for fame

MÉIRA COOK: “began to write
this book because I was struck by
the very idea of what it means to
work in someone else’s house and
look after someone else’s chil-
dren.”

U.S. National Intelligence Council predicts
'incremental' Palestine 

WASHINGTON (JTA) – A Palestinian state will emerge by 2030,
not through negotiations but incrementally, according to a group of
intelligence advisers to President Obama.

The office of the director of national intelligence this week published
the annual "Global Trends" report compiled by the National Intelligence
Council, a group of current and former policy officials who serve as a
bridge between the policy and intelligence communities.

Identifying the Middle East as a locus for developing instability, the
report anticipated little progress in formal peace negotiations.

"Many of our interlocutors saw a Palestine emerging from Arab-
Israeli exhaustion and an unwillingness of Israelis and Palestinians to
engage in endless conflict," the report said. "Issues like ‘right of
return,' demilitarization, and Jerusalem will not be fully resolved by
2030, and there will be no complete end of conflict. The way forward
toward a Palestinian state will be through a series of unofficial, inde-
pendent actions known as ‘coordinated unilateralism,’ incrementally
leading to statehood."

The report anticipated increased reconciliation between Hamas and
the Palestinian Authority and predicted that "Palestine’s borders will
be roughly along the 1967 borders with adjustments or land swaps
along the Green Line, but other issues will remain unresolved."

Israel will remain "the strongest military power" in the region, it said,
"but face continuing threats from low intensity warfare in addition to
any nuclear one from Iran."

The report also described Muslim anger at the United States as like-
ly to recede, with support for Israel its only remaining major focus.

"Although al-Qaeda and others have focused on the United States
as a clear enemy, the appeal of the United States as  the 'great enemy'
is declining," it said. "The impending withdrawal of U.S. forces from
Iraq and decreases in U.S. forces in Afghanistan help to reduce the
extent to which terrorists can draw on the United States as a lightning
rod for anger. Soon, U.S. support for Israel could be the last remain-
ing major focus of Muslim anger."

The outlook for Israel was more positive in the report's concluding
section, "Alternative Worlds," in which the authors outline "archetyp-
al" scenarios for the future.

One scenario, imagining the launch of a "Center for Global
Integration" in 2030, describes a "recent past" in which "mechanisms
for global sharing of  innovation were established by China and the
United States" and "global education exchanges flourished like
never before."

This archetype posited that "Turkey, Russia, and Israel, for exam-
ple, became creative hotbeds for cross-cultural fertilization.
Knowledge industries spread into Africa and Latin America."
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ARCHIE (AARON) ORLIKOW
(Sept. 15, 1922 - December 6, 2012)

On December 6, 2012
Archie Orlikow passed
away peacefully and
comfortably at the age of
90 in his home at the
Simkin Center, Winni-
peg.  A loving, compas-
sionate and caring dad,
papa and friend:  He will
be greatly missed by
many.

Dad will be lovingly
remembered by his

“Number one son” Bill (Elaine) of Vancouver, “Number
two son” Jim (Linda) of Winnipeg and his grandkids
Marianne and Evan, also of Winnipeg.  Also sharing in
our sadness and remembering the tireless compassion
of Dad’s life are Anne Orlikow, Dr. Pat Davis and his
nieces and nephews and their families (Leslie, Gordon,
Dan, Nancy, Kineret, Peter, John and David on the
Orlikow side; Pat and Tom on the Davie side).  Dad will
also be greatly missed by Al Mayes of Vancouver,
Rose and John Rhodes of Ottawa and lifelong friends
made growing up in Elmwood, the RCAF, The North
End, MPhA, The General Monash Legion, the crib-
bage groups, the pharmacy “gang” and the class of ’48,
the NDP friends, his friends and caregivers since 2008
at the Simkin Center and many others.

Dad was pre-deceased by his parents, Louis Orlikow
and Sarah Cherniak; his brothers David and Lionel
Orlikow and his devoted wife of 58 years Helen.  He
was the last one standing of the three Orlikow boys!!

Dad was born in Winnipeg on September 15, 1922.
He grew up in Elmwood, living on Glenwood Cres-
cent, going to school and playing tennis.  He served 38
months as a radar operator on Canada’s west coast
(Spider Island) for the RCAF during WWII.

After the war, Dad went to university on a veteran
scholarship.  He graduated from the University of
Manitoba Pharmacy Class of ’48.  His first job was at
the original Broadway Pharmacy not far from the
Legislature.  Then he and his brother David bought
Saunderson Drugs on Main St. at Atlantic Avenue in
the 1950s, re-naming it Orlikow Drugs.  It was Dad’s
world for 19 years.  Dad followed his long hours, 7 days
a week in retail pharmacy with hard work for the
Province of Manitoba.  He worked on the Advisory
Committee on Drug Purchasing, the Inter-changeable
Drug Formulary and Pharmacare.  After Dad retired
from his fulltime work for the province, he enjoyed
several years doing “locum” pharmacist work through-
out the province - Churchill, Gillam, Notre Dame and
elsewhere.  He attended every pharmacy convention
while he was still able.  Dad’s career in pharmacy lasted

64 years.  In fact, he was proudly telling the nurses at
VGH Emergency just 2 weeks ago that “he was a
pharmacist”.

Archie’s work was recognized many times. He re-
ceived the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal.  In February
1982, Archie was awarded Pharmacist of the Year in
Manitoba- an especially cherished honour.  In the
Manitoba Society of Pharmacists Communication
newsletter of Nov 2003, Archie’s MSP Life Member-
ship and lifetime membership in the Manitoba Pharma-
ceutical Association was announced.  The article, writ-
ten by Andrew Allentuck, described him as “a kind of
elder statesman for the profession of pharmacy” and
“the virtual ethicist of the profession”.  He was 81 at the
time.

Beyond Pharmacy, Archie and Helen lived a life of
mutual love, devotion, friendship, support and caring.
They met on a bus trip from Chicago in 1947 and
married in 1949.  Dad was equally passionate about
loving all of us.  He was generous with help in the early
years, and later proud of all of our accomplishments.
He was most proud celebrating 58 years of marriage to
Helen on May 11, 2007.

Dad had a great life.  For him that meant hard work,
commitment to his values and beliefs, fairness, and
doing the best you can.  He loved to participate in the
political process.  He volunteered in countless election
campaigns in the Winnipeg North, Rossmere and
Transcona ridings.  He also did volunteer work for the
General Monash Legion, The Middlechurch Home,
the Parkinson Society and countless other committees
and memberships.  Most recently, he served on the
Residents Council at the Simkin Center.

After Mom passed away, there was a huge void in
Dad’s heart.  He moved into his last home at the Simkin
Center in October 2008.  He faced many challenges and
struggled mightily with the frustration and indignities
of aging with Dementia.  In the last phase of his life, he
often relived his life experiences, both good and bad.
However, he never complained and still cared about
others.  He enjoyed Sunday Dinners at Jim and Linda’s
until a month before his death.  Dad’s smile was widest
when he could see Evan and Marianne, whom he
adored.  He was always happy to see visitors, other
residents, and the staff who shared his last years and
often rewarded them with a word or two in their first
language or a song associated with their culture.  Spe-
cial thanks to niece Kineret Rifkind and her family
(Yitzy, Naftali, Adina, Akiva, Ari) for visiting dad
faithfully and taking beautiful photographs that we
treasure.

Dad will continue to be our inspiration to keep going,
work hard and be strong.  And how lucky we were to
have him with us this long!  We wish to thank the
caregivers at the Victoria Hospital Emergency Depart-
ment.  We also want to offer our greatest thanks and
deepest gratitude to Dr. Pacin and all the caregivers,
staff and volunteers at the Simkin Center and Weinberg
3 in particular.  Special thanks to Dad’s companions
over the years, Sharon, Rosa and Delores for the caring,
compassion and patience you showed him and all of us
over the past many months.  We could not have endured
Dad’s journey without you.  Finally, special thanks to
Cindy Bass, Dad’s music therapist, for brightening his
Thursday afternoons with singing & music right up
until hours before he passed away.

In lieu of flowers, those wishing to do so may make
a donation to the Archie Orlikow Memorial Endow-
ment Fund at the Faculty of Pharmacy, University of
Manitoba in care of Blair Nicholls, CFRE Donor
Relations, Faculty of Pharmacy, Bannatyne Campus

University of Manitoba, 290-727 McDermot Ave.
Winnipeg,  MB R3E 3P5.

A Celebration of Dad’s life was held on Friday Dec
14, 2012 at 2:00 pm at Thomson In the Park, 1291
McGillivray Blvd, Winnipeg, MB

Condolences may be sent to www.thom-
soninthepark.com

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late
MARVIN RUBIN

would like to thank our family and
friends for their kind and thoughtful
expressions of sympathy and support

during this sad time.
Betty Rubin and Family

CAROLE GAYNOR (WOLFE)
It is with deep sadness we announce that Carole

Gaynor passed away, Dec. 2, age 69 yrs. in Vancouver,
B.C.

She is survived by son, Daniel, grandson, Josh,
brother Ron Wolfe (Carole), niece Sherry Wolfe Elazar
(Patrick) and family, nephews Randy Wolfe (Bev),
Brent Wolfe (Sheryl) and families, extended family,
and many dear friends.

ANNETTE LASKER (nee Blank)
Peacefully on Decem-

ber 13, 2012 at age 89,
after a long illness and a
courageous battle.
Annette is survived by her
son Shane (Marilyn) and
her grandchildren, Erica
and Justin. She was pre-
deceased by her loving
husband Harry, her par-
ents, Samuel and Eva
Blank, and her siblings,
Louie and Oscar Blank,
and Ruthie Silver.
Annette was the last sur-

vivor of her generation in the Blank family. She will be
sorely missed by her nieces, nephews, cousins, ex-
tended family and friends, and by her dear friend,
Sylvia Cramer.

Born in Winnipeg’s North End, she was fiercely
proud of who she was, and where she came from. She
was raised on Magnus Avenue in a home that is distinct
in that area even to this day. She lost her father at age
12 during the Depression, and had to grow up and learn
to face down adversity in a very short period of time.
Those who observed her toughness in life, especially
while battling her final illness, might not be surprised
to hear that she was involved in the odd tussle in the
schoolyard back in the day. However, her outward
toughness and determination was complemented by an
inherent gentleness and sense of compassion that was
evident to all those who knew her.

She met Harry while a teenager, and they were
married for 62 loving years. Together, they built their
home on Burrin Avenue, where they lived for over 50
years. Even after selling the property following Har-
ry’s death, Annette carried pictures of the home with
her wherever she went, and would show them to
anyone who was interested, together with an explana-
tion of why the house was better built than any others
in the neighbourhood.

Annette was educated at the I.L. Peretz School,
Machray School, and St. Johns Tech. Before starting
her family, Annette was employed in retail sales, first
at Macy’s, and then at Leonard’s Limited, where she
had the privilege of working with her lifelong friend,
Becky Cristall, who predeceased her in 2010.

After the birth of her son, Annette became a full time
homemaker. She was completely devoted to her hus-
band and son, and later to her daughter-in-law (who she
accepted as a daughter) and her grandchildren. She
loved and adored all of them, and the feeling was
mutual. Her family’s accomplishments were first and
foremost to her. Family get-togethers were special and
often. She had a strong sense of “Yiddishkeit”, and
passed this on to her family. She celebrated her fami-
ly’s successes, and was there to provide support in less
happy times. When Harry’s health declined, she effec-
tively became a full time caregiver to him, and her
efforts turned a two year prognosis into seven addi-
tional happy years together. She similarly extended her
own mother’s years with a level of care and devotion
that would be difficult to match.

Annette spent her later years at the Portsmouth
Retirement Residence, where she made and
reacquainted with many friends. Her final months were
spent at the Simkin Centre of the Sharon Home, and the
family wishes to thank the many wonderful staff there,
with special mention to Jane, Trifona, Connie, Genny
and Asmeret. A debt of gratitude goes out to Annette’s
personal caregivers, Josie and Esther, who provided
much comfort and happiness during her final years,
both to Annette and to her family, and who maintained
Annette’s sense of personal dignity right to the end. A
lady for whom personal appearance and detail was
important, Annette’s hair was made up and her make-
up applied, even in her final few days.

Funeral Services were held on December 14, 2012,
officiated by Rabbi Larry Lander and Cantor Gerry
Daien. Pallbearers were her grandson Justin and her
nephews, Arthur, Myles, Dov, and Zev Blank, and
Lanny Silver. Thank you as well to Rabbi Avrohom
Altein of Chabad and Shelley at Etz Chayim for their
assistance during this difficult time, and to Lynne
Fineman for her help over the years.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the
Kidney Foundation of Canada (Manitoba Branch), or
to a charity of your choice.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

DECEMBER 26

IRVIN WEINSTEIN
On December 5th, Irvin

Weinstein passed on
peacefully in his 79th
year. Born in Winnipeg,
where he lived most of
his life, Irvin spent the
last few years in beauti-
ful Vancouver to be close
to family. Mourned by his
loving wife, Esther, of 55
years, he leaves behind a
legacy of adoring chil-

dren: Donna Kirsh & David Kirsh (Toronto); Lorne &
Jill Weinstein (Vancouver); Marcie and Rick Weinstein-
Smith (Vancouver); and grandchildren: Erin, Miles,
Keara, Marni and Samuel. Also mourning his absence
are his dear sister and brother-in-law, Shirley & David
Grossman (Calgary); and nephew, Mardy Grossman &
family (Vancouver).

“Rarely has there been a person less judgmental,
more loving, humorous, sensitive, creative, nurturing,
caring, and curious than Irv”.

Donations may be made to Temple Sholom (Van-
couver), Louis Brier Foundation, Magen David Adom
Canada, or BC SPCA.

PAUL SLUTSKY
Husband, Father, Grandfather, Brother - passed away

in Vancouver, B.C. on November 17, 2012.  He was 87
years old.

He is deeply mourned by his wife of 57 years, Rose
Slutsky - his son, Samuel of Toronto and his wife
Gloria, his son David Joseph of Los Angeles - his
daughter Judy Marlene of Richmond B.C. - his son
Morley of Seattle and his wife Lauren - and his seven
grandchildren: Melanie, Tamara and Joshua Friedman
- Brett and Jesse Denker Slutsky - Dahlia and Tevi
Slutsky.  He leaves a brother Norman Slutsky and sister
Sonia Berliner.

Paul was born in Poland on May 25, 1925.  He spent
the war years in Siberia, Russia.  He immigrated to
Winnipeg in 1947.  He was a grocer, restaurateur and
moved to Northwestern Ontario where he owned and
managed a hotel.

He retired and moved back to Winnipeg in 1986.
Paul and his wife moved to Vancouver to be close to
their daughter and grandchildren in 1992.

He was a very loving husband - father and grandfa-
ther.  He was a good and honest man.

MARNI ELLEN KALEF
Marni passed away on

Monday, December 3rd,
2012 after a brief illness
at the age of 56.  She
faced her illness with ex-
traordinary strength,
courage and acceptance.
Marni loved her family
deeply.  She was a de-
voted daughter to Penny
and Gerald, sister to
Susan and Eric and lov-

ing aunt to Michaela and Chloe.  Marni will be deeply
missed by her special friend, Mary-Jo, and a large
community of loving friends.

Marni was a perpetual student who applied this love
of learning to all of her interests throughout her life.
She spoke Hebrew, French, Latin, Spanish as well as
English.  She played a mean jazz, blues and folk guitar
and collected vintage electronics.  She shared her love
of gardening with her father.  Marni adored her dogs
Chester and Billy.

Marni began her career in the arts as a stage manager
and sound technician with the Warehouse Theatre.  She
went on to become one of the first female sound
technicians at CBC Radio in the 1990’s.  On-air hosts
say they always knew that Marni “had their back”.  She
later excelled as the CBC’s archivist and as head music
librarian.  Marni was creative, organized and passion-
ate and had a razor-sharp wit.  She listened to her inner
voice and followed her own truth.  One friend remarked
that Marni “carved out a world that satisfied her need
for creativity, order, beauty and individuality”.

The family would like to thank the staff at St.
Boniface Hospital for their excellent care and compas-
sion.  Donations may be made to the Canadian Museum
for Human Rights, the Winnipeg Folk Festival, the
Winnipeg Humane Society or to a charity of your
choice.

IZZY PELTZ
Izzy Peltz passed away

suddenly on November
22, 2012, at his home in
the Boulton Retirement
Residence. Izzy was pre-
deceased in 2009 by
Mary, his beloved wife
of 62 years. He will be
sadly missed by children
Arne (Marva Smith),
Harvey (Jo-Anne), Claire
and Sheryl (Sean
Frederiksen); sister
Shirley Peltz; grandchil-
dren Michael, Jessica,

Joel, Zachary, Zane, Seth and Skylar; great-grand-
daughter Aliyah, who called him “Super Zaida”; sis-
ters-in-law Sara Gelfand and Edith Komisar; and sev-
eral dear nieces and nephews.

Izzy was born on March 31, 1921 in Romania while
his parents Joseph and Clara were en route to Canada
from Russia. He was a premature baby but despite dire
predictions he survived and went on to flourish in the
new land. The family was welcomed with open arms at
the Winnipeg train station by the local Jewish commu-
nity, as were all Jewish immigrants, and taken into a
local home until they could get established. Joseph was
a baker. Clara was a dressmaker. Life was a real
struggle and it was not long before the Depression hit,
but they made a life. Izzy graduated from St. John’s
Tech and took a few years to find his career, but when
he tried accounting, it was obvious he was a natural. He
met Mary, also a child of new Jewish immigrants, and
courted her apprehensively. In those early days he was
painfully shy. But they were married in 1947 and the
same year Izzy graduated from the University of Mani-
toba as a Chartered Accountant.

In the 1950's and 1960's, Izzy and Mary raised their
family, participated actively in the Jewish community
and enjoyed a remarkably lively and wide circle of
friends. Izzy became renowned as a skilled and dedi-
cated financial advisor. His clients simply adored him.
He worked hard but was devoted to his family. Once
tax season ended, there were always great times at the
Winnipeg Beach cottage (later Sandy Hook), family
road trips and lots of travel by Izzy and Mary as a
couple. In the 1980's and 1990's, the weddings began as
the children found partners and made their way in the
world - two teachers, two lawyers. Grandchildren
followed and Izzy revelled in his new role as a Zaida.
He was so proud of each and every child and grand-
child. There were countless family events, boisterous
and always overloaded with food. In later years, Izzy
said this was his greatest joy - just to be with his family,
to see them enjoy each other and to watch the new
generation grow. There were some tough times too but
when necessary Izzy was ferocious in protecting and
supporting his family. His advice was always balanced
and practical - stay positive, do what you can, things
will be better.

In the community, Izzy contributed to many projects
and agencies over the years - a new Bnai Brith Lodge
for West Kildonan, the Lake of the Woods site for Bnai
Brith Camp, the Jewish Child and Family Services, the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, the Winnipeg Jewish
Theatre. He left practice in 1974 at the height of his
professional success to become Executive Director of
the Winnipeg Jewish Community Council. Recalling
how the community embraced and supported his own
family on arrival from Europe, he wanted to give back.
So he devoted his considerable organizational abilities
to community service on a full time basis. He was most
proud of how the Jewish Foundation grew in this time
period from a shoestring operation to one of the leading
philanthropic bodies in Manitoba. He retired from the
WJCC in 1986 but stayed as Director of the Foundation
until 1991, when he retired again. Even so, Izzy kept
working for a group of old clients as a financial
manager and advisor, a role he only relinquished when
he reached the age of 90 years. As he said, “It was
time.”

Losing Mary in 2009 to Alzheimer’s was a terrible
blow for Izzy. She was the love of his life. But he
handled it in his usual practical way and focussed on
continuing to enjoy life. All the children live in Winni-
peg and he visited regularly. He helped out his sister
Shirley. He kept in touch with old friends. At the
Boulton, Izzy made a new group of friends and joined
in virtually all the available social the activities. He
played bridge several times a week, went to Bingo,
participated in Sing-Along, enjoyed movie night, had
a regular table for tea and dinner. He followed the news

and there were lively discussions. Armed with his
walker, he prowled the corridors for daily exercise. As
it was all his life, even at the age of 91, he was well
known for his smile, his laughter, his jokes, his engag-
ing manner with one and all. When the end came, it was
sudden and unexpected. Everyone wished they could
have said goodbye. But Izzy was lucky - no hospital, no
nursing home, he had his dignity and his joy of life to
the last moment.

A funeral service was held November 26, 2012 at
Temple Shalom with interment at Shaarey Zedek Cem-
etery. Pallbearers were Michael Peltz, Joel Peltz,
Zachary Peltz, Zane Peltz, Sean Frederiksen and John
Myers.

For those who wish, donations may be made to the
Izzy and Mary Peltz Fund at the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba, 400-123 Doncaster, R3N 2B2
(www.jewishfoundation.org) or a charity of your choice.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX BURKE
who passed away
January 1, 1975
18 Days in Tevet

Nothing can ever take away
The love a heart holds dear,
Fond memories linger every day
Remembrance keeps him near.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SARAH ANNE

TELCHEN

(nee GLASSMAN)
who passed away

December 22, 1994
20 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered by her
nieces and nephews.

In loving memory of

ANNE

WEINSTEIN
who passed away

December 29, 2004
17 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and
loved by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and friends.

In Memoriam

Deadline for the
January 9
 issue of

The Jewish Post
& News
is noon

Thursday,
January 3
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We light the thirteenth yahrzeit
candle in loving memory of

BILL

KAMINSKY
who passed away

December 28, 1999
19 days in Tevet

Your spirit lives on and always
will.
Times you laughed, gave advice
or just listened echo in the
memories of all those whose
lives you touched.
You will always be remembered
- your legacy will live on.
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by your loving wife,
children, grandchildren
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BELLA

MANDELL
who passed away on

January 15, 2001
20 Tevet 5761

In our hearts your memory
lingers
Always tender, fond and true
There's not a day dear mother
We do not think of you
Treasured still with love sincere
Memories of her we loved so
dear
Always so good, unselfish and
kind
Few on this earth her equal
we'll find.
— Lovingly remembered and
very sadly missed by your
family.

In loving memory of

RUTH PERMUT
who passed away
January 14, 2009
18 Days in Tevet

Time heals the separation
Memories are as bright as ever
Never forgotten in our hearts
— Husband, children,
grandchildren and great-
granddaughter.

In Memoriam

Fourth Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
PEARL RAYMAN

who passed away
January 4, 1980
15 Days in Tevet

Our hearts still ache with sadness,
And silent tears still flow,
And what it meant to lose you,
No one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY (HASH)
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
December 28, 1996

19 Days in Tevet
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DOLLY

SILVERMAN
who passed away
January 4, 2002
20 days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, great
grandchildren and sister.

With happy and loving
memories of our beautiful

CLARIBEL

SIMKIN
who passed away
January 6, 1991
20 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered by her
daughters, son-in-law and
granddaughters.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EVA SOROKIN
who passed away
January 12, 1998
14 Days in Tevet

Forever in our hearts
— Always remembered by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, and
family.

In loving memory of

RUBEN COHEN
who passed away
January 2, 2009
6 Days in Tevet

As time unfolds another year
Silent memories keep you near
— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your  children Susan
(Phil), Neil, Michael (Kes),
grandsons Josh and Aaron,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

Fourth Yahrzeit

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JANUARY 2

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ANNE (CHANA)
BURSTEN
who passed away

December 24, 1994
21 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SARA (RABER)

HOCHMAN
who passed away

December 28, 2002
23 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM POLLOCK
who passed away

December 28, 1980
22 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and sisters.

MAX

BERINSTEIN
who passed away

February 27, 2004
5 Days in Adar

EVELYN

BERINSTEIN
who passed away
January 9, 2004
15 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband, father

and brother

IRVIN

GOLDMAN
who passed away

December 29, 1993
15 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly mised by his wife,
children and brother.

In loving memory of

BELLE GRAND
who passed away

December 25, 1996
15 Days in Tevet

Always In Our Hearts And
Thoughts

Never To Be Forgotten
— And Sadly Missed

By Her Family.

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISAAC HILF
who passed away
January 5, 1983

20 Days in Tevet, 5743
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his stepdaughter
Lucy Katz, grandchildren
Mel and Esther Verin and
great-grandchildren Jeremy
and Tanya.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS

ISENBERG
who passed away

December 25, 2004
13th Day of Tevet

Dad, you are forever on our
minds
Always in our hearts
And very deeply missed
— Love your children and
grandchildren.

8th Yahrzeit
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14th Yahrzeit

SIDNEY

GREENBERG
who passed away
January 11, 1999
23 Days in Tevet

15th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of our beloved

FREDA

GREENBERG
who passed away

March 4, 1998
6 Days in Adar

— Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEN ZION KATZ
who passed away
January 17, 2007
27 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SHELDON KOHN

who passed away
December 29, 1983

24 Days in Tevet, 5744
His devotion, his inspiration, his
smile gladdened the hearts of those
who had the privilege of loving him.
— Dearly missed by Sheila,
Steven and Andrea,  family
and friends.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LOU LEIBL
who passed away

December 27, 2002
22 Days in Tevet

You are missed every day
We remember your strong spirit
Wisdom and encouragement
May your soul be at peace

With much love
— Your family and friends

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MARION

MASARSKY
who passed away
January 12, 1999

25 of Tevet
— Remembered on this
fourteenth Yahrzeit and
always by her husband Sol,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LIBBYE ROSE
who passed away

December 29, 2002
24 Days in Tevet

— Forever remembered by her
loving family and friends.

In loving memory of

HARRY

SCHWARTZ
who passed away
January 10, 2000
3 days in Shevat

You live on in our memory
and in our hearts forever.

— Sadly missed by his sons,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RONDA

SCHWARTZ
who passed away
January 4, 2005
24 Days in Tevet

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
daughters, sons-in-law,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In loving memory of

FAYE SETTLER
who passed away
January 21, 2004
27 Days in Tevet

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by her family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISRAEL “IZZY”

SHAPIRO
Who passed away
January 2, 2011
26 Tevet 5771

— Ever present in our hearts.
Sorely missed & never
forgotten.
Your family.

In Memoriam

2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EVELYN

SHUSTER
who passed away
January 2, 2005
21 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving husband,
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
'BECKY'

REBECCA SPRINTZ
who passed away
January 24, 1987

23 Days in Tevet, 5747
Wife, Mother, Grandmother

Her legacy -
Love, Strength, Wisdom

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX (MENDEL)
WINESTOCK

who passed away
January 21, 2001

27 days in Tevet 5761
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ELEANOR

CORRIN
who passed away
January 24, 2012
29 days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family and
friends.

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BRIAN

CORRIN
who passed away
January 3, 2003
29 days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

Hungarian air-
line opens low-

cost 
Budapest-Tel

Aviv line
(JTA) – The

Hungarian airline
Wizz Air started
operating low-cost
regular flights from
Budapest to Tel Aviv.

The maiden flight
took off on Dec. 6
from Budapest with
175 passengers,
Wizz Air said in a
statement. Fares are
available from $70
and can be booked
online.

The first flight fea-
tured a fashion
show at 30,000 feet
with six Russian
models strutting in
the aisles wearing
fairy tale-themed
clothes designed by
Frau Blau, an Israeli
fashion house.

“The idea was to
have the first flight
bring Israeli cul-
ture, via fashion, to
Hungary,” said
Rebecca Mandel of
Bottom Line
Consulting, the Tel
Aviv-based PR
agency that orga-
nized the show.

Noaz Bar, direc-
tor general of
Israel’s Ministry of
Tourism, said he
was confident the
new service, which
is starting with four
flights a week,
would increase the
number of tourists
visiting Israel.

Wizz Air said it
plans to start oper-
ating a daily flight
in June.

According to
Chabad Budapest,
thousands of Israeli
tourists visit
Hungary every
year. The city has a
community of
a p p r o x i m a t e l y
1,000 Israeli expats
and businessmen
that divide their
time between the
two countries.

NOAZ BAR, direc-
tor general of
Israel’s Ministry of
Tourism



From Irving Berlin
to Stephen
Sondheim, and from
Fanny Brice to Barbra
Streisand, the film
explores the phe-
nomenon of how
Je w i s h - A m e r i c a n
songwriters created a
uniquely American
art form

As Sir Robin carols
merrily to King Arthur
in Monty Python’s
Spamalot, “In any
great adventure, if
you don’t want to
lose...you won’t suc-
ceed on Broadway if
you don’t have any
Jews.”

Eric Idle’s cheeky
lyric, which unfail-
ingly generated
knowing guffaws from Broadway audiences, proves to be more than a
little grounded in truth, as Broadway Musicals: A Jewish Legacy con-
vincingly attests. 

This new 90-minute documentary by Michael Kantor, creator of the
Emmy-winning series, Broadway: The American Musical, airs on
Great Performances Tuesday, January 1 at 9:30 p.m. on PBS. (Check
local listings.)

Great Performances is a production of THIRTEEN for WNET, one of
America’s most prolific and respected public media providers. For 50
years, THIRTEEN has been making the most of the rich resources and
passionate people of New York and the world, reaching millions of
people with on-air and online programming that celebrates arts and
culture, offers insightful commentary on the news of the day, explores
the worlds of science and nature, and invites students of all ages to
have fun while learning.

Broadway Musicals: A Jewish Legacy - narrated by Joel Grey –
explores the unique role of Jewish composers and lyricists in the cre-
ation of the modern American musical. Featuring interviews and con-
versations with some of the greatest composers and writers of the
Broadway stage, Broadway Musicals: A Jewish Legacy showcases the
work of some of the nation’s pre-eminent creators of musical theatre

including Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern,
George and Ira Gershwin, Lorenz Hart,
Richard Rodgers, Oscar Hammerstein II,
Kurt Weill, Sheldon Harnick, Jerry Bock,
Leonard Bernstein, Stephen Sondheim,

Stephen Schwartz, Jule Styne and many others. 
Though these remarkable songwriters were purveyors of what we

think of today as the Broadway sound, the documentary demonstrates
how there were echoes of Jewish strains in many of the works. From
“Yiddishkeit” (all things Jewish) on the stages of the Lower East Side at
the turn of the century to a wide range of shows including Porgy and
Bess, West Side Story and Cabaret, the film explores how Jewish
music and ethos informs many of America’s favorite musicals. 

Dynamic footage includes performances by stars such as David
Hyde Pierce (Spamalot), Matthew Broderick and Kelli O’Hara (Nice
Work if You Can Get It), Zero Mostel (Fiddler on the Roof), Betty
Comden and Adolph Green (On the Town), Nathan Lane (The
Producers), Al Jolson (Sinbad), Fanny Brice (The Great Ziegfeld),
Barbra Streisand (Funny Girl), Joel Grey (Cabaret), Dick Van Dyke
(Bye Bye Birdie), Danny Kaye (Lady in the Dark), Ethel Merman
(Gypsy), and Kristin Chenoweth and Idina Menzel (Wicked).

The film is the first of its kind to examine the phenomenon that, over
the 50-year period of its development, the songs of the Broadway
musical were created almost exclusively by Jewish Americans. These
are the popular songs that our nation took to war, sang to their chil-
dren at bedtime, and whistled while waiting for the bus; taken in total
they comprise the vast majority of what is now commonly referred to
as “The American Songbook.” 

As historian Phil Furia cites as just one vivid example, Irving Berlin
had so assimilated that he went on to “write the most popular
Christmas song, ‘White Christmas’...and the most popular Easter song,

‘Easter Parade.’ It’s the Horatio Alger story told
in Yiddish.” Berlin’s “God Bless America”
became so popular, it nearly replaced the
National Anthem.

While Jewish Americans certainly abound-
ed in other areas of the musical theater, their
predominance in the area of songwriting was
nearly complete, with only the Episcopalian
Cole Porter represented as a major figure in
the pantheon of America’s greatest composers
of Broadway songs. And even Porter, after
three Broadway flops, finally ascertained the
surefire way to success: “I’m going to write
Jewish tunes.” As Andrew Lippa, the compos-
er/lyricist of The Addams Family, points out in
the film, “Porgy and Bess and Show Boat and
Oklahoma! These are ideas that are fictions.
What do we make America into? How do we
take what we know and make it into
America?”

The film features interviews with Sheldon
Harnick, John Kander, Andrew Lippa,
Stephen Schwartz, Phyllis Newman, Charles
Strouse, Harold Prince, Maury Yeston, Mary
Rodgers Guettel, Ernie Harburg, Marc
Shaiman, David Shire, Stephen Sondheim,
Mel Brooks, Stephen Schwartz and many
others. 

Rare clips include Irving Berlin singing
“God Bless America,” rehearsals for Jule
Styne and Stephen Sondheim’s Gypsy, and
original South Pacific star William Tabbert
singing “You’ve Got to be Carefully Taught”
with Richard Rodgers at the piano.
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Curtain Upon Broadway Musicals: A Jewish Legacy
Tuesday, January 1 at 9:30 p.m. on PBS
from THIRTEEN’s Great Performances

IRVING BERLIN

LEONARD BERNSTEIN

STEPHEN SONDHEIM



Golda’s chicken soup recipe is in, horse-drawn 
carriages and smoking on stage are out

By MARCY OSTER 
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Here are some stories from Israel that you may

have missed:

Golda’s chicken soup recipe a secret no longer
Golda Meir’s chicken soup recipe was declassified. 
The Israel State Archives this month released the late prime minister’s

recipe, which was typed in English on a Foreign Ministry letterhead.
The upper left-hand corner of the page reads “Incoming Cable –

Classified,”  which the state archives says is an optical illusion – some-
one copied the chicken soup document along with an unrelated one
behind it in the file.

“Boil the chicken with parsley, celery, cut-up carrots, peeled onion,
salt, pepper a pinch of paprika until the chicken is tender,” the recipe
begins, with no quantities listed.

According to the archives, Meir hosted her closest allies for impor-
tant discussions in her kitchen. Whether they got to taste her chicken
soup is unknown.

Hold your horses … and donkeys
The not-so-unusual sight of horses and donkeys hauling items on

some Israeli streets and highways may soon be a thing of the past.
Transportation Minister Yisrael Katz has agreed to push for a nation-

wide ban on the practice, which has led to the mistreatment of the

animals. Israel would be the first country to impose such a nationwide
ban. The Ministry of Transportation’s new regulations, which are await-
ing approval by the finance minister, were suggested by Hakol Chai,
or Everything Lives, the Israeli sister charity of the U.S.-based Concern
for Helping Animals in Israel, or CHAI, which is part of the
International Coalition to Ban Horse-Drawn Carriages.

The animals typically haul furniture, scrap metal, rocks from con-
struction sites, heavy produce such as watermelons to market and old
clothing.

All the world’s a stage – 
including the no smoking sign

Snuff out those cigarettes on stage.
Israel’s Supreme Court ruled this month in a class-action lawsuit led

by a frequent theater-goer that the strict no smoking laws here also
must be observed on stage in order to protect the public health. The
right to health takes precedence over the right to freedom of expres-
sion, according to the court.

The suit was brought against the Haifa Municipal Theater over pop-
ular actress Orly Zilbershatz-Banai’s smoking during a 5 1/2-minute
monologue during the play “Hamakom Mimenu Bati,” The Jerusalem
Post reported. A photo of Zilbershatz-Banai during the smoking scene
was featured in an announcement for the play on the theater’s web-
site. The theater said it should be exempt from observing the no-smok-
ing rule due to “freedom of expression.”

While the court sided with the complainants, it did not issue a fine
to the theater. 
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ISRAEL UNDER THE RADAR

R E A L  E S TAT E

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

P RO F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Piano, Guitar, Voice &
Violin Studio

 Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 489-9048.2

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

MUSIC LESSONS

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

Elena Livni
Sutton Group -

Kilkenny Real Estate
(204) 298-7079

Advertise  in

The Jewish Post &

News

Call 694-3332

for information.

TAILOR
CUSTOM
TAILOR

802 Ellice Ave
204.775.1160

• Custo-Made Clothing
for Men & Women

•Imported Fabric from
Italy & England

•Alternations & Mending
•Leather Repair
•Fast Service

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

CERAMIC TILE
F & J Ceramic Tile

• Professional Tile
Installation

• Exceptional Service
- Superior Results

• Residential &
Commercial

Ferdinant
Ph. (204) 295-1417

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, Dec. 28 Candle Lighting: 4:17. Mincha: 4:15. Schacharis: 9:30. Shabbat ends:

5:22.
Sunday Morning services: 9:00. Weekday morning services: 8:00.
Weekday evening services for Dec. 30 - January 3: 4:25.
Friday, Jan. 5 Candle Lighting: 4:24. Mincha: 4:25. Schacharis: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 5:29.
Evening services for January 6-10: 4:35. 
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers tradition-

al Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is
saying kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, Dec. 28 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 4:30 p.m., candle lighting

4:17 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 29 - Vayechi - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 5:22 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 30 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Dec. 31 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; phone 204-452-3711; www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
December 25 and 26 - Morning Minyan 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.
Friday, December 28 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 4:17 p.m.
Shabbat, December 29 - Parashat VayechiMorning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan

6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 5:17 p.m.
Friday, January 4 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 4:23 p.m.
Shabbat, January 5 - Parashat Shemot - Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Family Service 10:30

a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 5:24 p.m.
Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Canadian Holidays

9:00 a.m. Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat
Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.

For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue
office.

HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN
A heimishe Modern Orthodox Shul where everyone is welcome! Join Rabbi Ellis and our

vibrant community in River Heights at 620 Brock Street (at the corner of Fleet Avenue).
Parshat  - Vayechi  Dec 28 –  Dec 29  – Kabbalat Shabbat 4:20 pm, Shacharit  9:30 am,

Minchah, 12:51 pm, Maariv 5:35 pm.
Parshat -  Shemot  Jan 4 –  Jan 5 -  Kabbalat Shabbat 4:25 pm, Shacharit  9:30 am,

Minchah, 12:56 pm, Maariv 5:40 pm.
HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE

Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297
Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and
Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, December 28 at 4:17 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at

4:20 p.m.
Saturday Morning Services at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - VAYECHI. SHABBAT CHAZ-

AK. Mincha Service at 4:20 p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:22 p.m.
Daily Mincha/.Maariv services at 4:25 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, January 4 at 4:24 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 4:25

p.m.
Saturday Morning Services at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - SHEMOT. Birchat

Hachodesh. Mincha Service at 4:25 p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:29 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 4:35 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox Services are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be

holding: Friday, Dec. 28 - 6:15 p.m. Shabbat Service lay led by Miral & Robert Gabor.
Friday, Jan. 4 - 7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service.

THE NEW SHUL
The New Shul will be holding services every Shabbat at 9:00 a.m. in The Galleria at the

Caboto Centre at 1055 Wilkes Avenue –The Caboto Centre is accessible off Waverley
between Kenaston – it is an extension of Victor Lewis Drive.
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The trip lasts ten days, but the memories last a lifetime.
Alarmed at the high numbers of young

Jews who had never been to Israel, and
the implications for the future of North
American Jewry, a group of philan-
thropists decided to create a unique first
time experience. Eligible participants
would receive a free trip to Israel to
explore their birthright in person. 

These funders, including Winnipeg’s
Asper Foundation, believed a trip to
Israel strengthens Jewish identity and is
the best way to build a lasting bond
between young Jewish people around
the world and their peers in Israel. In the
years since that decision was taken, over
300,000 young Jews from 59 different
countries have gone on Taglit-Birthright
trips. In Canada, the Canada Israel
Experience delivers a 10 day free trip for
eligible Jews between the ages of 18 - 26
years old.

“Birthright is a once in a lifetime
opportunity (or if you’re lucky enough to
lead a trip, twice in a lifetime) that you
really shouldn’t miss. The friendships you’ll make, the places you
see and the experiences you’ll have stay with you, and leave you
wanting more.” Samantha Gorlick, a Marketing and
Communications young professional.

Each trip is comprised of 40 participants that travel together by bus
throughout the ten days. In addition to the participants, staff consists
of two local staff members, or madrichim, who fly with the group to
Israel, one Israeli tour educator, and an Israeli medic/security guard.
Additionally, the bus driver is considered part of the team.

“When I learned I would be leading a Birthright trip last summer,
I knew I was in for something special, but I never imagined just how
special that opportunity would be. The participants on my trip were

young adults from Winnipeg and
Ontario. Although most participants did-
n’t know each other, I knew right away
we had an incredible group. Our guide
and our bus driver created a sense of
family right from the get-go and by the
end of our ten days together we all devel-
oped friendships that would last a life-
time,” Samantha confirmed.

The content of the trip focuses on three
main areas: Narratives of the Jewish
People, Contemporary Israel, and the
Formative Values of Judaism. This is an
educational program delivered through
touring, hiking, discussions, social
events, camel and jeep rides. 

Samantha continued, “This was my
second trip to Israel. My first visit was my
own birthright trip. Experiencing Israel a
second time through the eyes of the par-
ticipants was truly unforgettable.
Climbing Masada, swimming in the
Dead Sea, and volunteering at a school
in Bat Yam created memorable stories for
each of us and made this experience spe-

cial. And I was able to relive the excitement and awe of my own
Taglit-Birthright Israel trip.”

A key component of the trip is meeting Israelis of the same age,
many of whom are serving in the Israel Defense Forces. This is an
opportunity to get to know Israel through its people. Together,
Israelis and their peers in the Diaspora explore their views about
personal, religious, and political identities and ideologies. For more
information, visit israelforfree.com, or contact Hart Jacob,
Leadership Development Director, at hjacob1@jewishwinipeg.org.
Funds raised by the Combined Jewish Appeal’s annual campaign
help support Taglit-Birthright Israel. If you haven’t yet made your
2012 contribution, please call 204.477.7428 today, or visit jewish-
winnipeg.org to donate online.

SAMANTHA GORLICK (left) with an unidenti-
fied friend. Samantha led a Birthright trip to
Israel last summer for young adults from
Winnipeg and Ontario after having been a par-
ticipant in Birthright herself on an earlier trip.


