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Hamas helping British
lawyers target Israel

(Ed.note: Now we know who’s behind the
campaign to target Israeli politicians.)

LONDON (JTA) — Hamas acknowledged
that it masterminded the cam-
paign to pursue war crimes cases
against Israeli politicians and
military officials in Britain and
other European countries. 

The group, considered to be a
terrorist organization by the
United Kingdom and the
European Union, says it has been
working with lawyers to have the
Israelis charged with war crimes
in connection with Israel’s
Operation Cast Lead last winter. 

According to reports Dec. 21 in
two major British newspapers,
The Times and the Daily
Telegraph, the Islamic organiza-
tion is acting to have Israeli lead-
ers arrested in the United
Kingdom. 

Earlier this month, a judge in London issued an arrest warrant
against Israeli opposition leader Tzipi Livni on suspicion of commit-
ting war crimes during the Gaza war. The warrant was withdrawn
when it became clear that she was not in Britain. 

The incident caused great embarrassment to the British government,
and both Prime Minister Gordon Brown and Foreign Secretary David
Miliband phoned Livni to apologize. 

The Times quotes Diya al-Din Madhoun, head of the Hamas com-
mittee set up to coordinate the campaign, who said the committee
had “all the political and military leaders of the occupation in our
sights,” although he did not specify future targets. He told The Times
that “This has absolutely become our policy.” 

According to the newspaper, the committee compiled cases against
1,500 Israelis and is encouraging victims to file charges against Israelis
in Britain, Spain, Belgium and Norway. 

Madhoun said his committee acted as facilitator, putting the victims
in touch with European lawyers. 

“We have provided a group of independent lawyers in Britain with
documents, information and evidence concerning war crimes com-
mitted by Israeli political and military leaders, including Ms. Livni,” he
said.  (For more on this story, see page 5.)

TSIPI LIVNI
Kadima Party leader was threat-
ened with arrest if she came to
the U.K. 

Recent newcomers to Canada participate in
multi-ethnic concert

At a recent concert held in Sir William Osler School for students
learning English as a second language, three newcomers to this coun-
try proudly demonstrated their virtuosity in Hebrew for the benefit of
the other students and guests.Pictured, in the photo above, are (from
left-right): ALLA GESSEN, ELENA PASTEL, and ANNA FERENT.

Alla was born in Vinnitsa, Ukraine, and moved to Israel in 1991. Alla
emigrated to Winnipeg in November, 2008

Elena Pastel, was born in Crimea, Ukraine, and moved to Israel in
1994. Elena came here in December, 2008.

Anna was born in Chisinau, Moldova, and just recently arrived here
directly from Moldova in July of this year.

All three women had just recently began taking English as a Second
Language classes at Sir William Osler (within the past couple of
weeks). 

During the concert these women were joined by three other Jewish
immigrants, including a recent arrival from Bolivia.

Welcome to Canada! Your arrival, along with the thousands of oth-
ers who have arrived here within the past decade certainly enriches
our community. (For more Chanukah pictures, turn to pages 18-19.)
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Bridges for Peace continues to
cut across denominational lines

By BERNIE BELLAN
Bridges for Peace is an organiza-

tion that has been profiled several
times in The Jewish Post & News
over the  years.

As a Christian non-denomina-
tional organization headquartered
in Jerusalem, and with branches in
eight other countries, Bridges for
Peace has served as a shining
example of inter-religious cooper-
ation that makes no attempt to
proselytize among Jews.

The Canadian branch of Bridges
for Peace, headquartered right
here in Winnipeg, is led by the
Rev. John Howson, a man whose
name is familiar to many of our
readers. 

First introduced to Jewish Post &
News readers in 1996, two years
after having assumed his posi-
tion, Rev. Howson is a man who
exhibits great compassion for
and understanding of the Jewish
people.

Having been to Israel forty-one
times himself, Rev. Howson is an
indefatigable supporter of the
Jewish state. At any one  time, he usually has two or three tours in the
planning stages. For instance, this coming February there will be a
ten-day Bridges for Peace Educational Tour leaving Feb. 11. The cost
is only $2699 and includes six days of guided sightseeing, breakfast
and dinner daily, and six nights in hotels. As with every other Bridges
for Peace tour emanating from Canada, arrangements are handled by
a Jewish-owned tour company in Calgary by the name of SunWorld
Tours. (For information on the tour, go to www.sunworldtours.com or
call 1-800-461-6854.)

In years past, one of the foremost supporters of the work that the
Rev. Howson was doing to support Israel was Ike Chamish, a man
who took it upon himself to become a one-man promoter of travel to
the State of Israel. Chamish died ten years ago and, sadly, no one has
filled the void he left behind when it comes to urging Winnipeg Jews
to travel to Israel.

Rev. Howson recalls his relationship with Chamish with great fond-
ness. He remembers well Chamish often buttonholing anyone who
would listen, Jew and non-Jew alike, and urging them to travel to
Israel.

Unlike Chamish, however, Rev. Howson’s approach is far more low
key. With his dry wit, he prefers to engage anyone to whom he is talk-
ing in quiet conversation.

The Winnipeg office of Bridges for Peace, however, is very well
organized to keep in contact with the thousands of individuals who
have given support to the organization over the years. Its beautifully
produced newsletter combines news about ongoing charitable cam-
paigns in Israel, such as the food drive that helps to feed over 6,000
Israeli families each month, with a certain amount of Bible teaching
that is in no way meant to convert Jews to Christianity.

Among the many ongoing charitable activities that Bridges for Peace
supports in Israel, in addition to to the food program, there are also
programs for renovating homes of the poor and elderly; programs for
providing aid for new immigrants in need; and programs for provid-
ing aid to Jews in the former Soviet Union who either will not or can-
not emigrate to Israel.

A particularly important charitable endeavour in which the
Canadian division of Bridges for Peace has been engaged, however,
has run into some financial difficulty of late. 

Each year $10,000 was donated toward the purchase of Passover
food parcels for blind residents of Haifa. 

The money emanated from a trust fund created by a Winnipegger
that was administered by a local Jewish lawyer.

That fund has now dried up and Rev. Howson is seeking a new
benefactor for this eminently worthy cause. If anyone would like to
contribute to this particular program, or would like more information
about the many worthwhile activities in which Bridges for Peace is
currently engaged in pursuit of fostering support for the State of Israel,
Rev. Howson can be contacted at (204) 489-3697, email;
bfp@mts.net.

Rev. JOHN HOWSON 
Head of Canadian branch of
Bridges for Peace since 1994.

(Note that the sign on the door
in front of which Rev. Howson

is standing says “yeshiva”.)

Canada cuts funding to
group it calls anti-Semitic

TORONTO (JTA) — The
Canadian government cut its
longtime funding to a Christian
ecumenical group after accusing
the Toronto-based group of being
anti-Semitic. 

In announcing the $7 million
cut to the group Kairos — half of
its annual budget — Immigration
Minister Jason Kenney accused
the organization of “taking a
leadership role in the boycott” of
Israel. Kenney said that cutting its
funding was one step Ottawa
was taking to combat anti-
Semitism. 

Kenney made the announce-
ment in Jerusalem last week at
the Global Forum for Combating
Anti-Semitism. 

Kairos, the social justice arm of Canada’s Roman Catholic and major
Protestant faiths, has received funding from the federal government for
35 years. It represents 11 Christian churches and organizations, and
promotes “liberation theology” through advocacy, education and
research programs around the world. 

In a statement issued from Jerusalem, Kenney said his staunchly pro-
Israel government “is working to dismantle the client relationship that
existed between the government of Canada and organizations whose
priority is seemingly to advocate for the legalization of banned terror-
ist organizations like Hamas and Hezbollah, as well as deny the
Jewish people’s right to a homeland.” 

On its Web site, Kairos called Kenney’s remarks “false,” adding that
“criticism of Israel does not constitute anti-Semitism.” 

Kairos noted that in 2007, it “took a public position opposing sanc-
tions and a boycott of Israel,” and that it has a “clear position of sup-
port for the legitimate right of the Israeli people to a safe and secure
state.” 

In 2005, however, it co-sponsored a controversial conference in
Toronto on “Morally Responsible Investment” in Israel. 

The group called for its funding to be restored.

Government grant to build Canadian community center
EDMONTON, Alberta (JTA) — A nearly $1 million Canadian gov-

ernment grant will help the 6,000-member Edmonton Jewish commu-
nity demolish and rebuild its community center.

The money comes from a job creation program that is part of the
federal government’s plan to stimulate the economy. 

The funds will help the Jewish Federation of Edmonton build a new
facility that is expected to include a gym, aerobics studio, dance cen-
ter, martial arts studio, cardio center and weight room.

Federation Vice President Gillian Horwitz said the grant comes at a
good time.

“The new community center will benefit the whole community,” she
told the Edmonton Journal.

The foundation is finalizing design, construction and financial
details, she told the newspaper, and “when all these are in place - and
we’re looking to the spring - we’ll move ahead with the project.”

Moroccan king donates fountain to Toronto Jews

NEW YORK (JTA) — A Sephardic Jewish center in Toronto unveiled
a water fountain donated by the King of Morocco. 

Some 200 people gathered at the Sephardic Kehila Centre for a cer-
emony in which the ambassador of Morocco presented the commu-
nity with the fountain, the
Canadian Jewish News reported
Dec. 17. 

The arabesque fountain com-
missioned by King Mohammed
VI features a colorful mosaic pat-
tern. 

“This is a very special gift, a gift
that is a testament to the strong
cultural ties between the Toronto
Moroccan Jewish community
and the land of our heritage,”
Maurice Benzacar, the event’s
emcee, was quoted as saying by
the Canadian Jewish News. 

JASON KENNEY
Federal Minister of Immigration

King MOHAMMED VI



“ S o m e d a y, ”
says Dr. Joel
Kettner, Chief
Public Health
Officer for the
Province of
Manitoba, “I’d
like to collect my
thoughts and
write a book

about public health.”
And what a story he could tell of a

career spent understanding and
responding to pandemics, such as the
current H1N1 flu, and other causes of
disease and injury, as well as some of the
deeper issues of public health. But that’s
for the future. The pressures of his job are
just too demanding now, Dr. Kettner, 58,
concedes during a conversation in his-
busy fourth floor office in the former
Winnipeg Free Press building at 300
Carlton Street.

“I straddle a very delicate line in my work between being a govern-
ment employee, who is responsible to serve the government of the day
in a democratically elected setting, and also someone with a certain
amount of autonomy (to speak out on important issues related to
health),” says Dr. Kettner,  whose wife, Charlotte Johnson, is the
Director of Policy and Intergovernmental Affairs for Health Canada
Manitoba-Saskatchewan Region.

Under the public authority of the Health Act, he notes that it’s his
responsibility to inform Manitobans on public health “with or without
permission” of the government. “I still have to be very careful when
speaking in public depending on which hat I wear – private citizen,
civil servant, university professor, or physician,” explains Dr. Kettner,
the third of four siblings, whose “blended family,” includes six chil-
dren and three young grandchildren.

His father, the late Dr. Max Kettner, was a distinguished professor of
physics at the University of Manitoba. But, the son observes, he never
gave any consideration to pursuing the same science as a profession.
“My dad didn’t encourage me to go into physics,” emphasizes Dr.
Kettner, whose mother, Ruth Kettner, studied child development at
Red River Community College (now Red River College) and then went
on to work in that field at the Winnipeg Children’s Hospital for sever-
al years.

“My parents encouraged us to obtain a professional education.
”After attending Luxton School and St. John’s High School, both in
north end Winnipeg, Dr. Kettner, who had his bar mitzvah at the old
Bnay Abraham Synagogue, took two years of pre-med at the
University of Manitoba before being accepted into that university’s
School of Medicine.He graduated in 1976.

“I worked for a couple of years at St. Boniface Hospital as an emer-
gency room physician,” says Dr. Kettner.“Then, I went into general
surgery and completed training in 1985. I planned to be a surgeon.”
But, then, he went off to London, England to pursue post graduate
work in epidemiology at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine (part of the University of London).

“It was a great opportunity for me because it eventually changed my
career path,” says Dr. Kettner, who also has been teaching at the U of
M since 1990. “I stayed in London for two more years doing research
and specialization in surgery. I planned to use the scientific method to
further my career in surgery. But, I ended up getting more interested
in public and community health.”

So, after three years in London, he returned to Winnipegt o do fur-
ther training in Community Medicine at the U of M. The rest is histo-
ry. “I’ve worked as a public health doctor ever since,” remarks Dr.
Kettner, who was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota while his father was
studying at the University o fMinnesota for four years.

“My first job was as a medical officer of health in 1990. Then, I

worked as a regional medical officer
of health in Thompson, The Pas and
Selkirk for about three years while
also teaching in the Department of
Community Health Sciences at the U
of M.”From 1994-1999, he was
Regional Medical Officer of Health
in Winnipeg.

“Then, I became Chief Medical
Officer of the Province,” says Dr.
Kettner. It’s a job that is continuously
challenging.

Dr. Kettner observes that the sci-
ence of public health has a wide
scope and deep dimensions, espe-
cially with respect to the issues of
addressing health inequalities.

He mentions the five “Ps” of public
health: prevention; population strate-
gies; partnerships – a shared respon-
sibility with everybody in the com-
munity; perspective – a public health

physician has to look at issues from the highest and broadest perspec-
tive “for now and future generations”; and power – the work is under-
scored by the Public Health Act of Manitoba, Bill 21.

“I don’t know everything that’s already known about public health,”
admits Dr. Kettner, who calls Manitoba “a really wonderful province
to keep high quality people” doing important work.“ I rely on a team
of public health officials and experts in Manitoba, public health
inspectors, nurses, the whole health care system and many others out-
side the formal health system, but very much involved with the pre-
vention of disease and injury.”
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By

MARTIN ZEILIG

Manitoba’s Chief Public Health Officer

Dr. Joel Kettner - 1/4 Century of Service in Public Health

Dr. JOEL KETTNER
Manitoba’s Chief Public Health Officer

“I straddle a very delicate line in my work
between being a government employee, who is
responsible to serve the government of the day in
a democratically elected setting, and also some-
one with a certain amount of autonomy (to speak
out on important issues related to health).”



In our last issue (Dec. 16) Martin Zeilig
reported on the formation of a parliamentary
committee whose expressed purpose is to
examine anti-Semitism in Canada.

On the opposite page, Martin continues his
examination of anti-Semitism in Canada with
a number of comments from individuals rep-
resenting organizations that disagree with the
need to have a parliamentary committee

examining the question.
As one might expect, these critics come from groups that are on the

left wing of the political spectrum. As much as many readers of Jewish
newspapers tend to find their blood boiling over at the mere inclusion
of these groups in any discussion of anti-Semitism, no one who has
been reading this column should find it surprising that The Jewish Post
& News takes a more nuanced view of the issue than other Jewish
papers might.

A quick look at my “Looking Back in the pages of The Jewish Post”
retrospective on page 15 will reveal a  reference from 1989 in which
the then-president of the Canadian Jewish Congress, Len
Schneideman, bemoans the level of anti-Semitic incidents in Canada
20 years ago.

For that matter, almost any issue of The Jewish Post, ever since it was
first established in 1925, had some reference to an anti-Semitic inci-
dent somewhere in the world.

Yet, compared with other countries, especially European countries
that have large Muslim minorities, most notably France, Canada still
remains a relatively comfortable place in which Jews can feel mostly
secure.

The question that needs to be posed, however, is whether criticism of
Israel is inherently anti-Semitic. Certainly, much of the tone of the crit-
icism leveled at Israel is overtly anti-Semitic, but then again, much of
it is not. 

Simplistic notions that “anti-Zionism” equals anti-Semitism” and that
Jews who express criticism of Israel are “self haters” do nothing to
engender a healthy discussion of the subject of anti-Semitism.

In fact, I, myself, have apparently become the subject of a not-too-
subtle campaign in which I have been repeatedly described as being
“anti-Israel”. 

Apparently, if one gives support to notions of freedom of speech, no
matter how disquieting the results may be as a result, that, in itself, is
considered objectionable by some in this community. 

When that criticism is emanating from someone who used to repre-
sent herself as representative of a group (Peace Now) that has long
been ostracized for attempting to foster a dialogue within the Jewish
community, it is even more hypocritical. 

Yet, this paper is not
about to back down
from allowing points
of view that may not
be considered “main-
stream” Jewish views
to be aired, even if
that policy affects our
bottom line.

****
On a similar note,

apparently I also
touched a nerve with
some when I took
some pointed shots at
Gary Doer upon his
departure from office
as premier. I had been
warned beforehand
that it would be inap-
propriate to say any-
thing that wasn’t
glowingly uncompli-
mentary about Gary.

I had to laugh when
I ran into our still-then
premier the day
before he was about
to leave for
Washington to
assume his post as
Canada’s ambassador
to the U.S. (He was
coming out of his den-

tist’s office, and I was
in my mailman uni-
form, about to start
delivering mail that
day. For anyone read-
ing this who isn’t
aware - yes, I’m still a
mailman in the day-
time. It’s a great stress
reliever... I don’t have
to deal with the likes
of those who label me
“anti-Israel” while I’m
out working as a
“streetwalker”, as I
like to call myself.)

When I introduced
myself to Premier
Doer, he immediately
responded by saying
“I know who you are,
Bernie.” 

He went on to thank
me for the job that I
did for Crocus Fund
shareholders, adding
that his government was hamstrung by legislative rules governing
Crocus from having acted to protect the shareholders. (By the way,
that’s absolute nonsense, but I’ll continue with the story.)

Gary asked me how I’m able to do two jobs - as a mailman and as
editor of this paper? I told him that I do my best thinking while I’m out
on the street.

I apologized to him if I hurt his feelings by taking shots at him in this
column (as if Gary Doer ever stopped to read The Jewish Post & News). 

He just laughed, saying that it was the well-meaning criticism he
took seriously, not the over-the-top praise that I was apparently sup-
posed to have served up.

It’s easy to see why Gary Doer was so likeable: He has a keen sense
of himself and is totally comfortable in his own skin. Although he was
a “streetfighter” when it came to politics, he’s never lost the common
touch.

****
Speaking of clever politicians, it looks like Israeli Prime Minister

Netanyahu is about to lure some of Kadima’s members over to his gov-
erning coalition in an effort to bolster its chances of survival.

You have to admire Netanyahu, who plays the game as well as any
politician. Whether it’s placating President Obama by offering up a
“freeze” in settlement expansion just long enough to take the heat off
Israel without truly alienating his right-wing supporters, or saying all
the right things about accepting a “two-state” solution, Netanyahu is
able to keep left-wing critics who would accuse him of being an ideo-
logue at bay.

Again, the retrospective column “Looking Back in the pages of The
Jewish Post” shows just how much things have remained the same over
the years. Thirty years ago we read that Ariel Sharon was described by
Egypt’s former head of military intelligence as “a very good man. When
we got to know him in Egypt we found him very logical. He speaks
about his ideas, but he is looking for peace.”

Begin, Sharon, Netanyahu - all demonized by the left at one time, but
respected by their erstwhile enemies. If Israel is ever going to find any
kind of lasting peace, it will be as a result of breakthroughs achieved
by men who were regarded as pariahs by the left.
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

CORRECTION
Thank you very much for reporting on the beautiful Chanukah

concert that was held on December 13th at the Asper Jewish
Community Centre (Jewish Post & News, December 16, 2009). The
article indicated that the children’s choir is composed of “Russian
Israeli immigrant children”. The children’s choir was created to
encourage participation by children in the entire community. Some
of the children in the choir are from newly arrived immigrant fami-
lies including South America, Eastern Europe, Russia, and Israel.
There are also Canadian children in the choir. The article suggested
that participation in the choir is exclusive to children from Russian
Israeli immigrant families. This is not the case and in fact- all chil-
dren are welcomed to participate.  There is no charge to participate
in the choir. It is an initiative aimed primarily at cultural integration
of all Jewish children in our community.
Merrill  Shwaid
Jewish Child and Family Services

Short takes
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Op-ed

(Ed. note: In our last issue, we featured the first part of a compre-
hensive article by Martin Zeilig, which examined the role of the
Canadian Parliamentary Coalition to Combat anti-Semitism (CPCCA).

As was explained in the first part of the article, the CPCCA includes
13 Members of Parliament from all parties represented in the House
of Commons. The coalition recently held hearings during which it
heard from representatives of various groups.

In the Dec. 16 issue we included remarks from individuals repre-
senting groups that applauded the creation of the CPCCA. We now
bring you some views that offer an alternative viewpoint:)

By MARTIN ZEILING
Some people  have expressed concerns about the CPCCA and the

Inquiry.
“Why is this being done,” asked David Abramowitz, co-president of

the United Jewish People’s Order - a self-billed “independent, secular,
cultural and educational organization” with members in Toronto,
Winnipeg, Vancouver and Montreal - in a telephone interview from
Toronto.

“It’s at the instigation of those who want to create a clean image for
Israel - those who believe Israel is just for the Jews and other rightwing
groups.”

Over the years, the UJPO has been harassed by anti-Semitic phone-
calls, he said.

“(T)he building where our National Office and Toronto organiza-
tions function, Toronto’s Winchevsky Centre, was sprayed with anti-
Semitic graffiti and has been the object of related vandalism,” said
Abramowitz and the UJPO’s other co-president, Lyn Center, in a letter
sent via e mail and Canada Post to the CPCCA on August 24.

“We are, thus, increasingly vigilant, as are other Toronto Jewish cen-
tres, to ensure that we are not victims of further anti-Semitic attacks.
The topic of the Canadian Parliamentary Coalition to Combat
Antisemitism’s inquiry, therefore, is of profound importance to us and
we feel compelled to provide our input.

“We feel that our sensitivity to the presence of anti-Semitism justi-
fies our position that classifying criticism of Israeli government poli-
cies, by both Jews and non-Jews, as anti-Semitism is meant only as an
attempt to shut down discourse and debate concerning Israel.”

Stephen Scheinberg, Emeritus Professor of History, Concordia
University, Montreal, also has misgivings that some of our Jewish
community institutions have gone off-track “when in their zeal to
defend Israel, they have imposed serious limitations on speech both
within the Jewish community and in Canada.” (“Canadian Jews And
Free Speech”, published in Tolerance.ca Nov. 30, 2009)

To fight antisemitism, it is crucial to dissociate Jews and Judaism
from the State of Israel and its behaviour, maintains Dr. Yakov M.
Rabkin, a Professor of History at the University of Montreal, whose
recent book, A Threat from within: A Century of Jewish Opposition to
Zionism (Fernwood), has been translated into eight languages and
nominated for the Governor General’s Award.

“Our parliamentarians should affirm the right of all Canadians to
criticize Israel like any other country in the world, without the fear of
being labelled anti-Semitic,” he wrote in an article entitled “Fighting
antisemitism in Canada” (The Canadian Charger, Canada’s national e-
weekly, on September 3, 2009).

“This would be a sure way to rid Canada of the scourge of anti-
semitism, new and old.”

By MYRON LOVE

Although freedom of speech is one of the central tenets of our
Western world view, if you think about it, freedom of speech is not an
absolute right. There are limits – as there should be.

I believe that everyone is entitled to their opinion – even if they are
wrong – as long as the speaker or writer is not abusing that right to
free speech to try to prevent others from speaking – or to encourage
violence against others.

G. Gordon Liddy, for example, he of Watergate Fame and a later day
talk radio host, once encouraged listeners to go out and kill police
officers. That is the type of abuse of freedom of speech that required
some legal action.

Of course, we do have libel and slander laws aimed at discouraging
writers and speakers from using their freedom of expression to publi-
cally (and wrongfully) defame others.

We also have anti-hate legislation which has been used effectively
to silence Holocaust deniers such as Ernst Zundel and Jim Keegstra.

In my opinion, human rights commissions are not the venue for
dealing with the question of freedom of speech. Their purpose was
originally to correct cases of discrimination in housing and employ-
ment. Regretably, in recent years, several provincial human rights
commissions have allowed themselves to be used and abused by self-
styled Canadian Muslim leaders to try to suppress anything they con-
sider to be critical of Islam.

And that points to one of the major problems with many people’s
approaches to freedom of speech. We see it most frequently on
Canadian university campuses, where the view of freedom of speech
seems to be that it is all right as long as the speaker shares my point
of view, but those with differing points of view shouldn’t be allowed
to speak.This is seen particularly where the question of Israel and the
Palestinians is concerned.

In places such as York University in Toronto and Concordia in
Montreal, there have been serious attempts by pro-Palestinians stu-
dents and professors to prevent Israeli and pro-Israeli speakers from
being heard. (Anti-abortion speakers face the same situation in some
places.)

Surprisingly perhaps (or maybe not so surprisingly), the same atti-
tude to freedom of speech is evident in the scientific community –
particularly where the climate change debates are concerned.
Recently intercepted emails show efforts by leading advocates of glob-
al warming to prevent alternative scientific opinions from being aired.
Then there is the role of the media in the matter of freedom of speech.
While everyone may be entitled to their opinion, the media is not
obligated to print or broadcast those opinions just because they come
from the mouths of celebrities, politicians or professors. There is a
weekly entertainment gossip column in the Winnipeg Sun with sub-
headings “drivel” and “blather”. If the comments are “drivel” and
“blather”, why reprint them?

The Western media also feel the need to air both sides of an issue
even when one is clearly misguided (to put it nicely). The assumption
is that readers are informed enough to tell the difference. But when
the Free Press runs two stores examining whether Israel is an apartheid
state or not (as it clearly isn’t), how many readers actually know what
apartheid really was or are going to make an effort to find out?
Should the media print./broadcast outright lies (as a leading Swedish
newspaper recently did in accusing Israeli soldiers of harvesting
Palestinians’ organs) and far-fetched conspiracy theories simply
because a writer or academic espouses them? I think not. That gives
the writer incredible credibility.

Parliamentary Coalition
looks at anti-Semitism

Freedom of Speech Not a
Straightforward Matter

LONDON (JTA) — Britain is exploring ways to enable Israeli politi-
cians to visit without the threat of an arrest warrant or legal action by
pro-Palestinian groups. 

However, diplomatic sources rejected claims made in the Guardian
newspaper Thursday that the attorney general will be asked to
approve such arrest warrants in the future. 

The action comes following the issue of an arrest warrant against
Israeli opposition leader Tzipi Livni, who canceled a trip to Britain
last weekend. 

The Guardian reported that “the attorney general will be asked to
approve warrants before suspected war criminals can be arrested in
the future under a plan being negotiated by the Foreign Office in

response to the row over attempts to arrest Israel’s former foreign
minister.” 

A Foreign Office spokesperson told JTA that meetings are taking
place to explore all the options being considered. 

During a Chanukah candlelighting ceremony Wednesday night at
the Prime Minister’s official residence, senior Foreign Office officials
said the issue was being dealt with at the highest level and expressed
optimism that a solution would be found very soon. None of them
referred to a specific solution. 

British Prime Minister Gordon Brown in a phone call to Livni told her
that he was opposed to the attempt to arrest her. Brown also told the
Kadima Party leader that she is welcome to visit Britain at any time. 

Britain eyeing ways to avoid warrants



Irma Penn is a multi-talented individual. She
is an accomplished artist and writer, successful
fundraiser for Jewish causes and humanitarian, who
uses her talents for the betterment of others . She
has worked as a teacher and archivist for the Jewish
Heritage Centre of Western Canada. In 1998, she
was honored as Canada’s Volunteer of the Year by
Jewish Women International and has won many
local awards for her fundraising, volunteer, and
community efforts. 

Her latest endeavour is a realization of something she has wanted to learn
for 30 years - to become a sofer. Last February, she went to Israel specifical-
ly to learn STaM - the writing of a Sefer Torah. 

“I wanted to learn to write a Torah,” says Penn who has been to Israel sev-
eral times. “The only way to learn properly is to get proper instruction from
someone who knows.” 

Penn says she first studied Hebrew calligraphy by correspondence with a
sofer in Jerusalem. “I learned to do Hebrew calligraphy very well,” she says.
“I asked my teacher (who prefers anonymity, she notes) if he would also
teach me STaM (which stands for Sefer Torah Tifillin, Mezuzah, and Megillah.
He agreed so I went to Israel.” Penn studied STaM for several months. “It
was exhaustive and intensive,” she says, “but I learned so much. I learned
everything from cutting a quill to the halachah for every letter.” 

She learned, for example, that there are 79,847 words in the Torah which
comprise 304,805 letters.

She learned that a Torah scroll consists of 62 pages - with four columns per
page - and that each page has 42 lines. She learned how to weave the
pages together with fine twine made from sheep gut. “I went to Mea
Shearim many times for materials,” she says. “I bought turkey feathers (from
which she made her own quills) and parchment. People there were so help-
ful and friendly. I was shown how to pick skins and what to look for.”
After her day’s lesson in Israel, she says, she would return to where she was
staying and practice writing for four or five hours every day (except for
Shabbat). “It was exhausting,” she says. “Every letter has to be written a
certain way.” 

Back in Winnipeg, Penn began her new vocation as a sofer by writing
megillas. She has received one commission
from a friend, and she says that she is half way
through writing it. “I write no more than
three lines at a sitting,” she says. “Then I take a
break for an hour and do something else before
coming back to it. If I try to do too much at a sit-
ting, I start making mistakes.” 

While she expected that she would write anoth-
er three or four megillot before she tackled a
Torah, events have overtaken her, so to speak.
She was recently invited  by the Kadima Recon-

structionist Jewish
Community in
Seattle, Washington
to join with four other
scribes to complete
the first Torah scroll in
history to be written
and embellished by
an international com-
munity of women.

“I am deeply hon-
oured and blessed to
be part of the
Women’s Torah
Project, “ says Penn,
who has been
assigned D’varim
( D e u t e r o n o my ) .
She will be writing
the Torah with
S h o s h a n a
Gugenheim of Israel,
Rachel Reichhardt of
Brazil, and
Americans Linda
Coppleson and Julie
Seltzer (who com-
pleted her portion
earlier this year).
“When I was asked
to join this special
project,” says Penn,
“I thought it would
be an excellent way

for me to contribute in an international way. By being part of this project I
can contribute something positive, while working with many other caring,
dedicated, artistic, women. I can do something with meaning and in a way
of connecting with G-d.”

In addition to having sofrot (women qualified as Torah scribes) on three
continents working as scribes, artists from around the world are creating
embellishments for this groundbreaking scroll. Women from Georgia,
California, Washington, Oregon and Texas in the US, and from Sao Paulo,
Brazil, will design and craft embellishments such as the yad (pointer) and
Torah cover.

“The Torah cover, or mantle, is a particularly wonderful part of this project,”
says Wendy Graff, Director of Kadima Women’s Torah Project. “Anyone who
donates to the Women’s Torah Project is invited to contribute a bit of cloth
that will be fashioned into a seed in the mantle’s pomegranate motif, thus lit-
erally becoming part of the project.”

6 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, December 30, 2009

Myron Love

OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE

MTC presents “The Drowsy Chaperone” starting Jan. 7
It all begins when a die-hard, modern-day musical theatre fan -

the Man in Chair - drops the needle on his favourite album, a 1928
smash musical called “The Drowsy Chaperone”. As he listens to the
rare cast recording, his apartment is magically transformed into the
show itself in all its roaring glory. 

With the Man in Chair as guide, we are introduced to the hilari-
ous story of a pampered Broadway star on the eve of her wedding
to an oil tycoon. Her desperate producer needs to keep the bride
from retiring into domesticity, and solicits the help of a Latin
lothario to seduce her beforethe nuptials can take place.

Will her chaperone stay awake long enough to prevent disaster
and why arethe bumbling gangsters disguised as pastry chefs? This
toe-tapping tribute to the Jazz Age and the golden era of musicals
won five Tony Awards on Broadway. Now it will win your heart

The cast features our own.  Debbie Maslowsky, who is playing
Mrs. Tottendale, and Alexandra Frohlinger, who is in the ensemble.
The Drowsy Chaperone is on the MTC’s main stage from Jan. 7 - Jan.
30.

ALEXANDRA FROHLINGER DEBBIE MASLOWSKY

Multi-talented Winnipeg Jewish artist adds “sofer” to her resumé

IRMA PENN
spent several months in Israel learning to be a “sofer”

• 1 Day Repairs
• Name Pendants
• Chai's & Mezzuzot
• Diamonds & Gold
• Movado • Tag • Bulova
• Watch Repairs

CALL OR VISIT

CUSTOM JEWELLERY
DESIGNS

194 Osborne St. 949-0715



Things are certain-
ly looking brighter
on Manitoba’s eco-
nomic front, but
there is still more
headway to be
made.

Around the world,
hard economic times were felt throughout the
economic crisis.  Places like Japan, the U.S.
and Europe fared the worst, while the prairie
province of Manitoba maintained a some-
what even keel.  

According to Michael Benarroch, Dean of
the Faculty of Business and Economics at the
University of Winnipeg, “With the collapse of
the U.S. housing market, banks in the U.S.
started giving out mortgage loans to risky
clients (those in the “sub-prime” category).

“These clients couldn’t pay back their loans,
so the U.S. banks borrowed money from
other banks around the world.  In Canada, we
have more rules and regulations for banks
than pretty much anywhere else.  So,
Canadian banks couldn’t lend out very much
money to the U.S. banks.  And in this case, it
proved to be to Canadian banks’ benefit.”

According to the Ottawa-based think-tank,
the Conference Board of Canada, the forecast
Manitoba’s economy is looking good.  It calls
for a positive 0.5 percent growth in 2009 and
a 2.5 percent year-over-year growth for 2010,
giving Manitoba the second best Canadian
provincial result, behind P.E.I. 

The reasons given for the sunny conference
board forecast are government stimulus
spending, stable housing and construction
sectors, and the beginning of a recovery in
the U.S. 

In Benarroch’s view, the markets are where

the most damage occurred.  “Any equities
investments suffered a lot - to the point where
there weren’t just fewer returns, but no
returns at all.    

“Foundations and universities (like Harvard,
Queens, the University of Toronto, and York
University) - any organizations dependent on
endowments - suffered.  So, they couldn’t pay
out as they normally can.”

Still, Manitoba did all right, all things con-
sidered.  “In relation to the rest of the world
and North America, Manitoba has done quite
well,” said Benarroch.  “We’re not immune to
the recession, but we’re performed better
than anywhere else is, and we’ve managed to
keep our heads above water.” 

One of the big recovery question marks
right now concerns manufacturing,
Benarroch noted.  “We’ve lost a lot of jobs in
that sector, and a lot now depends on our
export markets and U.S. recovery.” 

Compared to other Canadian provinces,
Manitoba has a very
diversified economy.
Alberta’s still relies
primarily upon oil
production, while
Ontario remains
Canada’s manufac-

turing centre.
“A sector where Manitoba was particularly

hard hit was manufacturing,” said Benarroch.
“Because the U.S. housing market collapsed,
Manitoba’s manufacturing for homebuilding,
like windows and doors manufacturing, took
a real beating.”

Benarroch, himself, did not escape
unscathed from the economic crisis.
“Personally, my pension did terribly, but it’s
staring to recover.  I’m lucky.  At least I’m
young enough for mine to have the time to
recover.  Others haven’t had that luck.  I tell
people [laughing] to do the opposite of what
I do, and they’ll do fine.”

Before these tough economic times,
Benarroch said he would advise people to put
their money in safe investments, but different
times call for different measures.  Now, he
tells people, “Don’t pull out of the market
while your stocks are still undervalued.  Just
be more careful by making sure you have a
less risky portfolio.”  He now recommends
not investing heavily in equities, and instead
investing in government bonds and treasury
bills.

In Benarroch’s view this crisis cannot be
termed  a “depression,” rather a “recession,
and a medium one at that.”  He said, “In
Manitoba, the early 1990’s and 1980’s
brought much deeper recessions and higher
unemployment.  The same is true for
Canada.”  

Today, we are officially out of the recession,
Benarroch observed.  “The only reason for
this is that when there have been three con-
secutive months of economic growth, there’s
officially no longer a recession,” he said.
“The actual reasons for this growth though,
are high government stimulus and low inter-
est rates.  So, I wouldn’t say we’re yet on a full
path to recovery.  I’d say we’ll achieve a slow
recovery and return to growth in another six
to eight months.

“The worst of this economic crisis is over,
but it’s not back to where it was at before the
crash hit.”
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Rebeca Kuropatwa

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

U of W Business & Economics Dean says:

Economy is gaining steam, but not out of the woods yet

MICHAEL BENARROCH

Jewish Foundation
contributes $22,00 to Canadian
Friends of Hebrew University

In the picture above, MARSHA COWAN, Chief Executive Officer
of the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, is seen presenting a
cheque for $22,000 to RAMI KLEINMANN, National Director of
the Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University (left), along with
Nathan Lindenberg, National President of the CFHU.

Study: Israel must take energy
conservation steps

(JTA) — Israel must make energy efficiency a priority to avoid
potential disruptions in its power supply, a new study said. 

Facing an acute shortage of energy sources to meet surging
demand for electricity, Israel must take significant conservation
measures and invest in renewable energies, according to the study
produced by the RAND Corp. 

“The single most important factor to having a successful energy
policy is for Israel to slow the growth in demand for electricity and
use its energy more efficiently,” said Steven Popper, the study’s lead
author, told JTA. “The higher the demand for electricity, the fewer
choices you have, and the more likely it is that you’ll pay some pret-
ty severe penalties — higher costs, more pollution, a coastline filled
with power plants, or Israel might be much more vulnerability to
supply cutoffs.” 

The RAND study, commissioned by the Nazarian family of Los
Angeles, set out to analyze the risks and benefits of increasing
Israel’s reliance on natural gas. Israel opened its first natural gas field
off the coast of Ashkelon a few years ago, and the discovery of a
larger natural gas field last year off the coast of Haifa has raised
hopes that Israel will be able to tap a local source to supply its ener-
gy needs. 

Without steps to reduce energy consumption, however, even the
new resources will not be enough to meet Israel’s long-term energy
needs, the study found. 

Israel’s main source of energy is imported coal, which powers up
to 70 percent of the country. Israel also gets natural gas from Egypt
via a pipeline. 

Renewable sources of energy constitute a fraction of 1 percent of
Israel’s energy supply. Overall, Israel imports 85 percent of its power
supply. 
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Jill Brandes

Have you ever
wondered why New
Year’s Eve is such a
big deal? I hope you
have, because that’s
what this week’s col-
umn is all about! I
think I first became
aware of the impor-
tance of this special

night while a student in grade five. 
Our teacher, Mrs. Bison (or “Old Buffalo”

as we liked to call her), began talking about
the 21st century and asked us to become
junior futurists “What kinds of transportation
will we have then? How might our homes be
different?” 

Can you think of advances or inventions
that might make our Iives easier in the
21stcentury?” These questions seemed to
strike a chord with us and sparked a stimulat-
ing and interesting discussion in our class.
Some kids drew pictures of futuristic mono-
rails, planes, and multi-purpose cars that
could also fly or turn into boats at the flip of
a switch.

Others drew pictures of robots washing
dishes, or wrist watches with built-in mini-
T.V. screens. We talked about hydroponic
gardening and moving sidewalks. Then our
teacher asked, “How old will you be in the
year 2000?” I did the math and realized that
although I would be pretty “old” (a childs-eye
view of age), I likely would be here for the
new century. 

This was such a monumental epiphany that
I knew I would remember everything about
this class and carry it with me forever! Today,
I can tell you what I wore - a white blouse
with puffy sleeves (not a good look for me)
and a gray pleated skirt, and who I sat next to
(Flora Pearson, who had blond corkscrew
curls, not a good look for her!!).

But as time went on, the excitement sur-
rounding the idea of greeting a new year, a
new decade, or even a new century faded
from my consciousness. Maybe it was
because of those awkward adolescent New
Year’s Eves, when I would be “fixed up” with
a gawky blind date. As midnight approached
we would all crowd around the T.V. set, feign-
ing excitement, waiting for the neon ball to
drop in Times Square.

“FIVE, FOUR, THREE, TWO, ONE. HAPPY
NEW YEAR!”, everyone would yell. Couples
would passionately kiss, and I and my new-
found friend would be staring at each other.
Or worse, some guys would zoom in for a big
smooch, or pucker up with fish lips- ugh!
What was the big deal about New Year’s any-
way?

Luckily, I met a great guy and got married.
As the years went by New Year’s celebrations
were lovely nights spent with friends or fami-
ly, but hardly the stuff of big hype.Then it was
1999 and I suddenly remembered that day
back in Buffalo Bison’s Class. We were wel-
coming in the new millenium! How would
we celebrate this once-in-a-lifetime event?

Fancy gilt invitations began arriving from
local hotels, promising an unforgettable
evening to mark the new century. 

With a price tag of $400 per couple, this
option was out of the question. New Year’s
2000 was really going to be a big deal, but
how could we celebrate? A friend and I met
at a local eatery, pen and paper in hand, to
jot down the possiblities. While we were talk-
ing a gal I know passed the table. 

“Hi, what are you girls up to?”, she asked.
When we told her of our dilemma she said,
“Maybe I have a solution.” She was part of a
group of far-sighted friends who several years
before, had booked a party room at a top
city hotel, designed a fabulous menu, and
had hired a music man, all at pre-holiday
prices! However to seal the deal they need-
ed twenty-four more people to make their
numbers. Could we help? 

You bet we could! And so we welcomed
2000 in style. The organizers had thought of
everything. Elegant table settings, primo party
favors, fabulous food, and music that made
you want to just get up and dance!

Across the hall at the $400 event, all was
stodgy and quiet. So quiet, that a group from
that “unforgettable event” formed a conga
line and danced their way across the hall to
join our party. At the stroke of midnight,
lovers, friends, acquaintances and strangers
hugged, kissed, shook hands and wished
each other well.

What a joyful evening! The energy and
feeling of good fellowship in the room was
palpable, for we all knew that we were par-
ticipating in history, the start of a new centu-
ry.

So what’s the big deal about New Year’s
Eve? Although every year may not be the
start of a new millenium, it is our chance
to celebrate new beginnings and the hope of
better things to come!

ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES

What’s the Big Deal About New Year’s Eve Anyway?
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Recipes

162 Cumberland Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3N5

1.800.494.0389

www.romspen.com

Don’t let our consistent performance scare you.
Sometimes if it looks too good, it’s not. Bernie Madoff’s investors know

that now. On the other hand, investors in the Romspen Mortgage

Investment Fund know that our consistent performance 

is based on real returns.

Romspen investors know where and how their money is invested

because every mortgage is registered on title in a provincial 

registry system. Likewise, every mortgage transaction is posted 

on our website for investors to see. If that’s not enough, investors 

can sleep easy knowing that the Fund is audited by KPMG.

Romspen is worth a good look. Call for an information package today.

2009 8.73%To October 31

2006 10.3%
2007 10.5%
2008 9.92%

Annualized Compounded Return

Income distribution to investors is on the 15th of every month. 

The Fund is RRSP and RRIF eligible.

On this coming
Shabbat (Vayechi)
our second son,
Jonathan, will be
called up to the Torah
to recite the Torah
blessings and say the
Haftorah. Once he
finishes, candies (the

soft variety) are thrown at him as a symbol of
a sweet life while family friends and others at
shul dance around the Bima singing Mazel
Tov.

After shul is over we will be inviting our
closest friends to our home for a Kiddush and
this is where it becomes really emotional. The
wine and liquor which we will all be saying a
LeChaim over has been stored since our son
Jonathan’s bris and each bottle is clearly
marked with the English and Hebrew date of
the bris along with the Mohel’s signature. I
have my father, the late Israel Wise, to thank
for ensuring that these bottles were marked
and put away.

Enough to bring tears of joy to a mother’s
eyes....

Please note that in the Dec. 16 issue, in my
recipe for chocolate chip cookies, I forgot to
note that you should add 1/2 cup brown
sugar. Sorry for the omission. 

Here are a couple of easy starter salads:
TERRA CHIP SALAD (DISPLAYS WELL)

2 packages of pre shredded lettuce or the
Bodek brand
1 package prepared from the directions Good
Seasoning Italian Dressing (US Brand)
2 tbsp. craisins
2 tbsp. slivered almonds
Terra chips julienne style

Place lettuce, craisins and almonds in a nice
serving dish. Toss with mixed Good Seasons
Dressing to taste.

Place on top of salad the Terra Julienned
chips

* * *
COUSCOUS ISRAELI SALAD

Osem Israeli coucous (it looks like small
round pasta when Prepared)
1/2 cup red onion diced
2 cans corn niblets
1 can chickpeas, rinsed with water and
drained
Fresh chopped dill
1/2 to 1 cup parsley, chopped

Prepare the couscous according to the

package directions for 8 servings. Cool.
1/4 cup vegetable oil
1/4 apple cider
Salt and pepper to taste.
Combine all ingredients. Chill and serve

* * *
BARB’S MEAT MARINADE

Lean kosher meat cut are tough and to pre-
pare them so that you don’t have to slow cook
for hours, here is a trick to help soften the
meat and tenderize it.
1 lb. shoulder or chuck kosher beef

Combine the following ingredients and
pour over the beef. Cover and chill in the
fridge. Rotate the meat in the liquid at least
once before cooking.
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp sugar
1/4 cup red wine vinegar or sherry vinegar
1 tsp. olive oil
3 tbsp soya sauce
Fresh minced garlic, pepper to taste
1 tsp dried oregano

Meat is now ready to be broiled, stir fried or
roasted.

* * *
GENERAL TSAO’S CHICKEN

4 servings
1 lb boneless chicken breasts cut in 1 inch
pieces
3 tbsp. soya sauce
1 tbsp. cornstarch
1 egg white beaten until frothy
2-3 tbsp. vegetable oil
3 dried hot chili peppers, broken in half

3 garlic cloves, minced
1 piece 2 inches finely grated ginger
1 tbsp. wine vinegar
1 tbsp. white wine
1 tsp cornstarch
1 tbsp. brown sugar
1 tsp sesame oil

Place chicken washed and towel dried in
a bowl. Add soya sauce, 1 tbsp. cornstarch
and blend in egg. Toss well and marinate for
1 hour

In a wok heat 3-4 tbsp oil. Deep fry the
chicken a few pieces at a time until golden
brown

Remove and drain on paper towels.
Remove oil from wok and add to wok chili
peppers garlic and ginger., stir fry 2 min-
utes. Combine the rest of the ingredients in
the wok, stir 2 minutes. Return chicken
pieces to the wok stir until well heated. 

Serve 

By

FRANCINE TELLER

UNITED JEWISH PEOPLE’S ORDER 
&

SHOLEM ALEICHEM COMMUNITY
Present:

RONNEE JAEGER
Topic:

Sunday, January 10, 2010
2:00 p.m.

at
Millennium Public Library

Carol Shields Room, 2nd Floor
Main Branch, 251 Donald Street (at Graham)

Refreshments to follow
Suggested admission: $5.00

Students: $3.00

For further information, please contact:
Dora Rosenbaum @ 338-3448

SHORT TERM, LONG TERM FORECAST 
FOR ISRAEL & PALESTINE

Former Winnipegger Ronnee
Jaeger to speak on experiences

protesting Israeli policies

Ronnee Jaeger is Winnipeg born, and a
proud graduate of the Talmud Torah day
school. Currently spending six months of
the year in Israel, she is active in anti-
occupation efforts. She is a co- founder of
Women at the Checkpoint, Machsom
Watch, in Israel. This group observes and
records events at many checkpoints both
between Israel and Palestine, and also
within West Bank village and village.
These records are shared with the Israeli
news media and the UN observers in
Israel.

Typical of almost every anti-occupation
activist in Israel and the occupied territo-
ries, she is involved in many groups, e.g.
anti-house-demolition, Bat Shalom,
Women in Black. Ronnee is also involved
in many actions. She credits the Talmud
Torah school, and Winnipeg Jewish com-
munity, for teaching a strong sense of
Jewishness and love of the Jewish com-
munity. It is this love that connects her to
Israel and to demand justice and equality
for both peoples, Jews and Palestinians.
She believes we share the same fate in
the same land. Her topic on Jan 10th will
explore current events in Israel and
Palestine and possible future outcomes.

An Aufruf Shabbat



The lyric “The more
things change, the
more they remain the
same” applies pretty
much to so many
facets of our lives. The
wonderful world of
sports is surely no
exception. 

The outcomes of
games that people play whether they be in
stadiums, arenas, or on playgrounds are
much like watching a well known
Shakespearean stage play such as, say,
“Romeo and Juliet.” 

Regardless of whether the aforementioned
performance is put on in a high school audi-
torium, at Rainbow Stage, or on Broadway
the script doesn’t change and plans of action
by the characters inevitably produce out-
comes that are, naturally, blueprint copies of
each other.

As for the Jewish sports scene in 2009, or if
you prefer 5769 on the Hebrew calendar,
nothing as sensationalistic as the unwise and
regrettable meanderings of golfer Tiger
Woods transpired, but our athletes still had,
as always, their successes and failures either
through hard work, good luck, or unexpected
misfortune deserved or otherwise.

Last winter the Gray Academy girls’ basket-
ball team, the Raiders, under the guidance of
coach Jamie Kagan, continued to grow their
AAA basketball program. They hosted and
captured the inaugural annual Michael
Rosenberg Invitational tournament. 

The team more than held its own, including
a 42-41 win over New York, at the
Community Hebrew Academy of Toronto’s
basketball tournament.

Gerald Olin, a chiropractic sports medicine
guru, was honoured at the Manitoba Sports
Hall of Fame dinner last November along

with the fine 1992 Winnipeg Fury soccer club
of which he was a part. He still remains a
workhorse in and out of our Jewish commu-
nity due to his strong administrative and med-
ical interest in amateur sports.

In March I was in touch with former
Winnipegger Jeff Steinberg, a dynamite QB in
our city for years before he began coaching in
California.at one of two high schools. 

At Burroughs, his team won 63 games in
eight years and he became the winningest
mentor in the school’s history. In his third
year at A.B. Miller HS, his boys went 11-1
and won the league title.

Barrister and curler Barry Greenberg was
inducted into the Manitoba Curling Hall of
Fame on May 3rd. The one-time Portage La
Prairie resident who now lives in River
Heights became a builder of some renown in
the roaring game, being the past president of
both the Manitoba and Canadian Curling
Associations.

Hockey player Brendan Leipsic, a grade 9
student at St. Paul’s HS drew the attention of
hockey scouts when, on April 30th, the
Western Hockey League’s bantam draft was
held and he was taken second in the sixth
round by the Portland Winter Hawks.

On June 16th the Rady JCC 37th Annual
Sports Dinner was held in front of a record
crowd of more than 1500 at the Winnipeg
Convention Centre. The big draw was celebri-
ty guest Peyton Manning QB of the
Indianapolis Colts. Elizabeth Sera (rugby and
wrestling at the U of Western Ontario) won
the “Jewish Athlete of the Year Award.”

University of Winnipeg Collegiate basket-
ball star Kevin Oman, a point guard and team
captain who averaged 25-points a game,
committed to continue his hoops career with
the Bobcats of Brandon this past summer.

Infielder and sometimes pitcher Daniel
Worb, once acknowledged by the Manitoba
Baseball Association as the top Bantam play-
er in the province, had a number of US col-
lege offers and finally decided to commit to
South Western Community College in
Creston, Iowa, a Division One school near
Des Moines.

The Canadian Ladies Maccabiah under-18
soccer team captured the gold medal in Israel
in July. The team featured a pair of locals,
Sheira and Meira Raber.

Four Jewish major league ballplayers
shone brightly in the past year: Kevin
Youkilis was the Boston Red Sox‘s team MVP
and a league all-star at first base. He hit
.305 to go along with 27 homers and had 99
RBI along with a .413 on-base percentage.

Texas Ranger’s starting
pitcher Scott Feldman came
out of nowhere, registering a
17-8 record and a 4.08 ERA.
The club’s Pitcher of the Year
finished fourth in the
American League in wins,
including eight straight on
the road.

Underpaid left-handed
reliever John Grabow, trad-

ed to Chicago by Pittsburgh, finally hit the
jackpot when the Cubs signed him to a two
year pact for $7.5 million at season’s end. In
75 games with both teams in 2009, he had a
3-0 record and ERA of 3.36. Milwaukee all-
star outfielder Ryan Braun batted .320,
smacked 32 taters, drove in 114, stole 20
bases and scored 113 runs. Enough said.

The 15th Annual Canadian Friends of the
Hebrew University golf tournament was held
at the Glendale in August, and it was dedi-
cated to the memory of Elaine Stoller, who
died tragically in a car accident in Dec. 2008.

The JCC Maccabiah Games in in Mid
Westchester, NY in August saw athletes Becky
Frohlinger, Raffie Rosenberg, Brittany
Silverstein, Lauren Yusim, Rebecca Chess,
Keenan Benarroch, Brayden and Griffin
Bernstein, Max Erenberg, Greg Gorlick,
Jeremy Hecht, and Josh Kerr give their all.

A pair of Jewish boxers fought for titles in
late summer. Yuri Foreman, a Belarus-born
Israeli, studying to become an ordained
Orthodox rabbi, won the WBA super welter-
weight belt with a convincing unanimous
decision over Daniel Santos. 

Dmitry Salita, on the other hand, tasted
defeat in his pursuit of the WBA light-welter-
weight title when champion Amir Khan
scored a first round TKO at 1:16. Montreal
Alouettes’ head coach Marc Trestman led his
team to a Grey Cup victory over
Saskatchewan and received a contract exten-
sion. Finally, Omri Casspi was drafted in the
first round (number 23) by the Sacramento
Kings to become the first Israeli ever to play
in the NBA. 

As of late December he is averaging close
to 12 points a game. And that’s the way it
was. For the rest of the story in 2010 , con-
tinue reading.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hockey
for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news
about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia
Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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Harvey Rosen

The Grant & Wilton Coffee House 
is pleased to present

ROMI MAYES
on Saturday January 9 at 7:30 pm 

AND

DAN FRECHETTE
on Saturday January 16 at 7:30 pm 
Doors open at 7:00 pm, Tickets $10, 

Tel: 488-0207
1077 Grant and Wilton,
in Temple Shalom Hall

across from Grant Park Shopping Centre
(more parking up the ramp west of building)

Come for a casual evening of music... Fun - Set to Music 

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

A Look Back at How Jewish Athletes Fared in 2009

Sponsored by Eden Memorials
Recreation Men’s Bowling League

By SAUL LONDON, secretary
Weekly high scores - December 16

HIGH TRIPLE: Gary Granzberg 594 (223,
190); Avery Spigelman 560 (211, 203);
Jack Buchalter 507 (200).

HIGH SINGLE: Ted Wald 210; Harvey
Appelle 195; Saul London 187; Ron
Cantor 186.

FREE DELIVERYON ORDERSOVER $75E

New, Used & Rental Walkers, Scooters, Lift Chairs, Wheelchairs,
Bath Aides & Other Aides for Daily Living.

NEW PRIDE SCOOTERS AND LIFTCHAIRS

Mention this ad & receive 10% off 
the rental or purchase of any item

551 Osborne
453-6473

www.renewmobility.ca

KEVIN
YOUKILIS

Boston
Red Sox
slugger

SCOTT
FELDMAN
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Synagogue times

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, January 1. Candles: 4:20. Mincha: 4:20. Shacharit: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 5:25.

Sunday morning services: 9:00. Weekday morning services: 8:00. Evening services for the
week of January 3-7: 4:25.

Friday, January 8. Candles: 4:28. Mincha: 4:25. Shacharit: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 5:33.
Evening services for the week of January 10-14: 4:35.

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional
Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CHEVRA MISHNAYES SYNAGOGUE
700 Jefferson Avenue
Friday January 1 - Light candles 4:20 p.m. - Evening services 4:30 p.m. Saturday January 2

- Morning services 9:00 a.m. 
Friday January 8 - Light candles 4:28 p.m. - Evening services 4:30 p.m. Saturday January 9

- Morning services 9:00 a.m. 

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, January 1 - morning service 9:00 a.m., evening service 4:30 p.m., candle lighting

4:20 p.m.
Saturday, January 2 - Vayechi - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 5:25 p.m. 
Sunday, January 3 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, January 4-Thursday, January 7 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00

p.m.
Friday, January 8 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 4:40 p.m., candle lighting

4:28p.m.
Saturday, January 9 - Shemot - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 5:33 p.m.
Sunday, January 10 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, January 11-Thursday, January 14 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00

p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office. 

Friday, January 1(New Year’s Day). Morning Minyan 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat
Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 4:20 p.m.

Shabbat, January 2 - Parashat Vayechi. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan
6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 5:21 p.m.

Friday, January 8. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service
5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 4:28 p.m.

Shabbat, January 9 - Parashat Shemot. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Light of Shabbat Service
9:15 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 5:29 p.m.

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Holidays 9:00 a.m.
Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:15 p.m.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297

Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom

Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle lighting time for Friday, January 1 at 4:20 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 4:20

p.m. 
Saturday morning service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the week - Vayechi. Mincha service at 4:20

p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:25 p.m. 
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 4:25 p.m. 
Candle lighting time for Friday, January 8 at 4:28 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 4:25

p.m. 
Saturday morning service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the week - Shmot. Shabbat Mevarchim.

Mincha service at 4:25 p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:33 p.m. 
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 4:35 p.m. 
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be hold-

ing: on Friday, January 1: 6:15 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat service lay led by Mary Ann Osinski.
Friday, January 8: 7:30 p.m. Shabbat service lay led with Canor Len Udow.

SYNAGOGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

Winnipeg Chabad Lubavitch - Ensuring the
Future of the Jewish Community

At first glance, those gathered in an empty
River Heights lot on an unseasonably warm
November afternoon appeared to have little
in common. Jews and non-Jews, men and
women, children and adults, secular and
observant, they had come together to wit-
ness a milestone event – the ground break-
ing for Chabad Lubavitch’s new Jewish
Learning Centre. What they all shared in
common, it turned out, was simply a deep
and abiding respect for an organization that
many consider to be the backbone of the
Winnipeg Jewish community.  

This widespread respect for and support of
Chabad is a direct offshoot of the organiza-
tion’s tremendous efforts and achievements
in Winnipeg over a period of more than
three decades. Since Chabad executive
director Rabbi Avrohom Altein first arrived
in the city in the early seventies, Chabad has
gradually, but irrevocably, increased its
presence and its influence on the local
Jewish community. Through its myriad pro-
grams and classes, holiday celebrations, and
wise, compassionate and charismatic lead-
ership, it has reached out to, educated and
embraced thousands of Winnipeg Jews. 

Chances are that if you are Jewish and you
are from Winnipeg, you have in one way or
another been affected by Chabad.

“In Winnipeg, Chabad has tangible con-
tact each year with about 5,000 Jews,” says
Rabbi Yacov Simmonds, an executive asso-
ciate of Winnipeg Chabad Lubavitch. “Its
intangible contact, however, is uncount-
able”

This, he explains, is the result of people
constantly sharing what they have learned at

Chabad and paying it forward.
The idea of sharing and paying forward

what is learned, is embedded in Chabad’s
basic philosophy. Rather then viewing itself
as being in competition with other estab-
lished Jewish organizations, including
schools and synagogues, Chabad sees itself
as the starting point, the institution that is
responsible for making Jews want to belong
to and participate in organized Jewish life.

“Despite the availability of other institu-
tions, many people do not get involved,”
says Rabbi Altein. “You can have syna-
gogues and sports centres and all kinds of
institutions; the question always remains,
why someone would want to go to a Jewish
program in the first place.”

The answer to this, Altein emphasizes, is
that only someone who is proud to be
Jewish will care enough and be confident
enough to participate in a Jewish milieu.
Therefore, instead of duplicating services
that are provided elsewhere, Chabad focus-
es on inspiring and reinforcing in communi-
ty members the desire and willingness to
express and expand their Jewish identity.
Chabad’s goal is to make Jews feel comfort-
able about being Jewish. Once that is
accomplished, Jewish life and Jewish learn-
ing thrive and the entire Jewish community
benefits.

It is with this objective in mind, that
Chabad is currently undertaking its most
extensive Winnipeg project to date. This
project, the building of a new Jewish
Learning Centre, will ensure a strong and
viable future for the community.  

This new centre, scheduled to open in late

fall 2010, will be a central meeting place for
all Jews in Winnipeg and all Jewish visitors
to Winnipeg. Like the hundreds  of Chabad
Houses that operate around the world, its
doors will always be open to those looking
to welcome the Sabbath, debate a Talmudic
passage, or learn more about who they are.
It will be a place for children to play, for
adults to learn, and for the community to
celebrate.

Located on Centennial and Mathers
Avenue on the edge of River Heights, the
17,000 square foot centre will boast a day
school, a synagogue, recreational facilities,
a mikva, an auditorium, kosher kitchens and
a yeshiva – the only one in Canada west of
Toronto. Its design will allow for maximum
flexibility and interaction between rooms
and continued expansion beyond rooms. It
will be energy efficient and eco friendly and
both solid and ethereal at the same time. 

Visible from Grant Avenue, the Jewish
Learning Centre will serve as a beacon to
the 14,000 Jews now living in Winnipeg,
making them aware of and proud of who
they are and transforming their community
into a modern centre of Jewish spiritual life
and learning.

Thanks to generous grants from all levels
of government, as well as many private
donations, Chabad has almost reached its
fundraising goal for the new Jewish Learning
Centre. If you would like to support
Winnipeg Chabad and the building of the
Centre please visit the Chabad web site at
www.chabadwinnipeg.org or phone 
(204) 339-8737.
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Looking back 

Compiled by  BERNIE BELLAN

From the Dec. 26, 1929 issue:
Y.M.H.A. will Hold Chanukah Celebration

A Chanukah celebration will be held under the auspices of the
Y.M.H.A. at their clubrooms, 980 1/2 Main St., on Sunday, December
29th 8:30 p.m.

The Y.M.H.A. is noted for its Chanukah affairs, and a record atten-
dance of parents and young people is expected.

Hadassah Raises Over $8,000 in Annual Campaign
In spite of stock market crashes and general complaints of poor busi-

ness the Winnipeg Hadassah managed to raise over $8,000 in this
year’s campaign, according to figures submitted at a recent meeting of
the Hadassah Council. The money will go towards the upkeep of the
Motzah Sanitorium, the Girl’s Agricultural School at Nahalal and other
institutions maintained by the Canadian Hadassah.

A charming party was held at the home of Miss Rebecca Bernthal,
the occasion being her 12th birthday. The afternoon was spent in
games and dancing. Those present were Misses Lily Rachutin, Lily
Goldstein, Hattie Blumberg, Rowena Gold, Dolly Mazer, Bernice
Greenberg, Gloria Remis, Fanny Magid, Annie Rosen, Eva Gordon,
Miriam Magid, Dena Magid, Margaret Cox, Edith Shafer, and Dolly
Shafer.

From the Dec. 28, 1939 issue:
Clear the Air (editorial)

Under ordinary circumstances there would be wide and general
approval of the healthy position of the Jewish orphanage. The annual
report presented at the annual meeting, Sunday, showed that finan-
cially the institution is strong; further, impartial observers have found
the welfare and health of the children carefully guarded by a large and
competent staff and vast improvements have been introduced and are
being practiced to give the children a proper upbringing. It might be
emphasized that the many malicious rumors that were spread have
been branded as falsehoods. Evidence in support of outrageous
charges made were lacking...

There remains a doubt, however, in the minds of many people,
planted there ingeniously by appealing to the hearts of these individ-
uals, that will not be removed by interested, that all is not well at the
Orphanage. It is for this reason that we must continue to insist that an
impartial commission be set up at once to hear all the evidence and
present a statement that will, once and for all, clear the board and the
management of all the vicious aspersions cast upon it.

The North Winnipeg Committee for Jewish Scouting was engaged on
Monday, December 18, for the purpose of promoting scouting among
the Jewish youth in North Winnipeg.

The following executive was elected: President, Harold L.
Glazerman; vice-president, I.H. Wiseman; secretary-treasurer, Archie
Micay; educational chairman, Harry Lander; program chairman, S.
Lander.

From the Dec. 29, 1949 issue:
Mass Meeting Sunday Affirms Jerusalem Rights (editorial)
Sunday night we look forward to  seeing a  mass attendance of

Winnipeg Jewry at the Playhouse Theatre to pledge their solidarity
with Israel on the Jerusalem question...

We think the impracticability of the U.N.’s internationalization deci-
sion has already impressed itself upon the minds of many of those who
had a hand in framing the decision.

Joint Fund Raising Accepted (editorial)
In an aura of exuberant satisfaction at a job well done, the Jewish

Welfare Fund executive handed over a cheque for $100,000 to the
local  Zionist executives at a small luncheon meeting last Monday. The
gesture marked the successful close of negotiations between the two
groups which culminated in a mutual agreement to conduct a joint
Jewish Welfare Fund-United Israel Appeal here in 1950, and every
year thereafter.

Instead of two drives, Winnipeg will have one major annual cam-
paign, as has been the custom these many years throughout the
United States.

The ambition of many wives to govern their husbands is a puzzle -
of the crossword variety.

One sure way to lose a woman’s friendship is to try and tell her how
her living room furniture should be arranged.

From the Dec. 31, 1959 issue:
It Can Happen Even in America

Los Angeles (JTA)- The KTLA television station here has aired an
hour-long documentary program asserting that a nearby resort city,
Elsinore, was on the verge of violence against its Jewish citizens.
Officials of the station said that to get the report, Pat Michaeles and
other members of the station’s news staff were sworn in as members
of Elsinore’s police force “for their own safety”.

A KTLA special news release, announcing the “City of Hate’ pro-
gram, declared that the news staff had “uncovered a situation which
parallels the nightmare of Nazi Germany with frightening fidelity”. It
stressed that “the terrorism is part of a calculated campaign designed
to drive out the large Jewish population which has gathered in the
resort city.”

The program showed that damage had been done to synagogues and
centres in Elsinore, which is 72 miles southeast of Los Angeles. The
news staff interviewed officials and residents of Elsinore to determine
their reactions to widening signs of anti-Semitism. These included
threatening letters, paint bombings, and stonings. The program
charged that a concealed organization, calling itself the International
Freedom Fighters, was responsible...

...the goal was to scare Jewish residents out and regain property sold
to them during the era’s depressed period.

The program showed placards, openly displayed in Elsinore store
windows, declaring that all Jews were Communists. Films were shown
of a shattered stained glass window of a vandalized synagogue.
Interviews were presented with Jewish residents, who testified a cam-
paign was on of systematic vilification and threats in a concerted effort
to force them to leave the city.

From the Dec. 31.1969 issue:
Three Generations Support Peretz

NOW MARKING ITS 55TH ANNIVERSARY, the I. L. Peretz-Folk
School has gained strength through the years through generations of
families which maintained their active interest in affairs of the school.
A major event is the school’s 11th annual men’s dinner to be held
Wednesday, Jan. 14, in the Bnay Abraham Synagogue. Typical of a
number of three-generation families still active in the school is the
Antel family. Left to right, above: LEIBLE ANTEL, a long-time support-
er of the school; OSCAR ANTEL, his son, a graduate of the school, past
school president, past chairman of the board of education and now
chairman of the school’s board of trustees; and Oscars’ son, JOEL, a
graduate of the school.

Peretz Annual Dinner Honorees
Three past chairmen of the men’s dinner committee will receive

honors at the 11th annual men’s dinner..., Jack Levit, school president,
announced this week.

They are: Hon. Saul A. Miller, Manitoba’s Minister of Youth and
Education, a graudate of the school and immediate past dinner chair-
man; Laurie Mainster, first vice-president of the school, also a gradu-
ate of the school and currently active on the dinner’s program and
arrangements committee and on its sponsors committee; and Irv
Nisenholt, a former student of the school who is chairman of the pro-
gram and arrangement committee for the current dinner.

Looking back in the pages of The Jewish Post
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Looking back/World news

From the Dec. 27. 1979 issue:
Egyptians Hope Begin Will Weather the Political Storm
Jerusalem (JCNS) - Egypt’s former head of military intelligence,

General Ahmed Shawkat, on a visit to
Israel last week, said that Egypt was hop-
ing that Premier Menachem Begin would
weather the current political storms.

In an interview with the Jerualem Post,
the Egyptian general, who is the governor
of El Arish, said that “the Jewish people
must keep this man in his post to continue
the steps for peace.”

General Shawkat, a member of President
Sadat’s cabinet, insisted that the normal-
ization of  relations would go into effect
on January 26 according to schedule
“without any problem or restrictions on
our part.”...

He dismissed Israeli misgivings over the current Egyptian avoidance
of Jerusalem, telling his hosts “you Israelis always see black.”..

General Shawkat also praised Defence Minister, Ezer Weizman, and
more unexpectedly, General Sharon, Minister of Agriculture, who he
described as “a very good man. When we got to know him in Egypt
we found him very logical. He speaks about his ideas, but he is look-
ing for peace.”

Scharansky’s Prison Diary is Published
“Unfortunately, my eyesight has not improved. The

acute pain in the temple has lessened, but another
has developed in the frontal lobe...”

These are some of the words from the diary of
famed Prisoner of Conscience Anatoly Scharansky.
Suffering from progressive blindness in the notorious
Chistipol Prison some 500 miles from Moscow, his
spirit nevertheless soars free. His diary is written as
letters to his parents in the Soviet capital - since it is
forbidden to write his wife Avital in Jerusalem - and
provide a remarkable insight into an equally remark-
able man, despite ever-present censorship.

From the Dec. 20, 1989 issue:
Fighting anti-Semitism a Top CJC Priority, President Says
The new president of the Canadian Jewish Congress sees the battle

against anti-Semitism as a top priority for the CJC.
“We’re seeing an increased number of incidents across the country,”

Les Scheininger said... “There’s been a desecration of synagogues,
including one in Calgary. We’re living in a new atmosphere that
emboldens the anti-Semites out there.”...

Vandals in such incidents portray themselves as being “anti-Israel”,
Scheininger said. “They’re anti-Semites.”

He feels education should be the “primary instrument” of the CJC
and society at large in fighting anti-Semitism.

From Harvey Rosen’s column:
River Heights Resident Wins 3 Contests

Sherman Greenfeld on a Roll
Sherman Greenfeld, it seems, has been dominating the national

raquetball scene for so long that one would think that his retirement
from the sport is imminent.

The fact of the matter is that he is just 27 years of age and in his
prime...

In early November, for the ninth consecutive time, the education

student...captured the Manitoba Open by defeating Greg Starodub..
A week later, Greenfeld won the Brentwood Open in Burnaby, B.C

when he defeated the 9th-ranked U.S. tour player, Woody Clouse, of
San Francisco....Earlier this month in Missoula, Montana, Sherman
captured a Pro Am competition by knocking off Jeff Evans of Seattle...

The worldclass-calibre Greenfeld’s stock is bound to rise even more,
since the Americans are among the best in the world.

From the Dec. 22, 1999 issue;
Outgoing WJCC president:

Boosting fundraising levels, keeping younger Jews here among top
priorities for Winnipeg Jewish community
By MATT BELLAN

“If I had to do it all over again, I would.”
That’s how Larry Hurtig summed up his feelings December 8, on fin-

ishing his three-year term as president of the Winnipeg Jewish
Community Council (WJCC).

Hurtig summed up the changes he presided over during the past
three years.

The opening of the new Asper Jewish Community Campus raised
“many challenges”, he said of the WJCC’s, and other community insti-
tutions’ moves there.

The campus’s opening in September, 1997 was “one of the most sig-
nificant achievements in the Jewish history of Winnipeg.”

Stopping an ongoing decline in the Combined Jewish Appeal
Campaign was also a “major challenge,” Hurtig said.

“I am very pleased to state that the campaign has turned around with
modest increases these past two years, and this year is the start of
reaching our  $4 million goal by 2002. Our community has come
closer together, and I believe the catalyst has been the campus.

Hurtig also rated “Jewish immigration” and “retention of our youth”
as a “high priority”. Sixteen Jewish families have moved here from
Argentina since the mid-1990s, with “more coming”. A trip he made
to that country in November, 1995 with his son, Jack, and Manitoba’s
deputy minister of heritage and culture “was one of the highlights” of
his volunteering in the Jewish community.

The outgoing WJCC president also finds it “very gratifying” to see
“increased Jewish immigration from the former Soviet Union, with
126 Jewish immigrants settling in Winnipeg last year.”

LAURIE A. 
MAINSTER
past dinner 
chairman

HON. SAUL A.
MILLER  

immediate past 
chairman

IRV NISENHOLT
past dinner 
chairman

Premier 
MENACHEM BEGIN

ANATOLY
SCHARANSKY

Anti-Semitic incidents increase in Argentina
(JTA) — The recent increase in anti-Semitic incidents in Argentina

is “deeply troubling,” B’nai B’rith International said.
This week, swastikas were painted on some 30 graves at a Jewish

cemetery in the province of San Luis. “Death to Jews” was also
scrawled on the cemetery walls, according to a statement released
Wednesday by the organization.

In addition, Jewish graves at a cemetery in Buenos Aires were des-
ecrated in early December. Also, the phrase “Argentina is a Catholic
country” was scrawled on a Menorah that Chabad Lubavitch had
installed on Avenida 9 de Julio, one of the main avenues in Buenos
Aires, for Chanukah.

“Each incident is troubling in its own right. But taken together,
these despicable desecrations reveal a most worrisome pattern. We
hope these abhorrent hateful acts in a democratic nation with the
largest Jewish population in Latin America are not an omen of more
intolerance to come,” said the B’nai B’rith statement.

World powers to talk on Iran next month
WASHINGTON (JTA) — The major world powers considering

sanctions against Iran will resume their talks in the new year.
Representatives of the United States, Russia, Britain, China, France

and Germany had a phone consultation Tuesday to discuss next
steps now that Iran has rebuffed an offer to assist its civilian nuclear
program in exchange for greater transparency in its alleged nuclear
weapons program. Iran has until the end of this year to reverse its
refusal.

The Wall Street Journal reported that the powers would resume
talks in January and would not refer the matter for now to the U.N.
Security Council, which has the power to enhance existing sanc-
tions against Iran. All of the major powers on the phone call, with
the exception of Germany, are permanent, veto-wielding members
of the Council.

Separately, White House spokesman Robert Gibbs warned that
“preparations have begun” for next steps should Iran fail to meet its
Dec. 31 deadline on the major powers’ offer.

“Mr. Ahmadinejad may not recognize, for whatever reason, the
deadline that looms, but that is a very real deadline for the interna-
tional community,” Gibbs said, referring to Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. “And I think all of those involved in the”
major powers “would encourage Iran to take that deadline as seri-
ously as it’s being taken by us to live up to their responsibilities. It is
in his control what Iran decides to do.” 
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Eva Cohen

I moved here just over two
months ago, and have found
Winnipeg to be a very unique
Jewish community.

Born and raised in Edmonton, I
attended university in Ottawa,
Israel and the United Kingdom.
Living in a variety of places real-
ly has given me the opportunity
to experience diverse Jewish
communities. 

The Winnipeg Jewish commu-
nity is fantastic when it comes to
basic accessibility. The campus
sets up a centre for Jews, and
gives a place where members of
the community can go and feel
comfortable. I have not been in a
city before that had worked so
hard toward centralizing itself.

In essence, this is a great
thing.      

However, it needs to go
beyond having a physical struc-
ture.

Since coming here, I have
seen the least programming for
young adults than any other
community. People here assume
that everyone knows everyone
and that there would be no point
in holding events. 

Even in Edmonton, where the
reported size of the Jewish com-
munity is one third the size of
Winnipegís, YAD holds singles
events and people do meet oth-
ers of their age for the first time.

In order to maintain a Jewish
community for future genera-
tions, more needs to be done to
make young adults feel apart of
it. Perhaps they see program-
ming as “uncool,” but all that

needs to be done is for those
making the programming to
relate to the audience.

In England, participation in stu-
dent and young adult program-
ming is phenomenal. A Jew in
any city with a Jewish communi-
ty can never get through a week
without receiving half a dozen
Shabbat dinner invitations.
Students gather for services on
Friday night, and then student
households each host dozens of
student guests for meals.

Winnipeg has a secular history
within the Jewish community.
However, that does not mean
that Shabbat needs to be seen
as a religious gathering. 

When I was in the U.K., most
of the students were secular, but
participated each week in
Shabbat because they wanted to
be a part of something. There is
no reason why youth here need
to feel alienated from the com-
munity and want no part of it.

This extends to the JSA/Hillel.
There is the assumption that the
Winnipeg universities are com-
muter campuses. Although the
majority of students in JSA/Hillel
are from the city, that does not
mean they would not enjoy
Shabbat meals or other gather-
ings outside of their home some-
times. 

A dinner was held over Sukkot
by JSA, and over 20 students
attended. This turnout can be a
very positive start to a new level
of programming for students,
and as an example and frame-
work for young adults.

By

EVA COHEN

David is a Winnipeg based
award winning professional pho-
tographer with a wide area
expertise.

While completing a degree
focused in sports psychology at
the University of Manitoba,
David worked as the Photo
Editor and Primary
Photographer at the university
newspaper, The Manitoban, as
well as working as the Graphics
Bureau Chief with the Canadian
University Press. 

He has been a freelance pho-
tographer with the Winnipeg
Free Press for three years, and
freelances for wire services such
as the Canadian Press and
Reuters. 

In addition to his freelance
journalism work, David runs his
own photography business,
David Lipnowski Photography, in
which he photographs wed-
dings, bar and bat mitzvahs,
advertising campaigns, enter-
tainment and corporate head-
shots, as well as editorial work
for magazines. 

David has recently expanded
his photography business to
include selling a wide variety of
fine art prints and canvases of
subjects ranging from land-
scapes and nature from his trav-
els in the Baltic region and the
middle east, to abstract photog-
raphy. 

Also new to his business is pri-
vate fine art portraits of pets
(www.davidlipnowski.com/pet).

His work can be seen on his
portfolio and recent work blog
site:   www.davidlipnowski.com

YYoouunngg  PPrrooffeessssiioonnaallss
SSppoottlliigghhtt::

David Lipnowski: Photographer

Op/Ed: 
Perspective of
a Newcomer

Examples from David Lipnowski Photography

JSA/Hillel: In a Flash
Currently on break between semesters, JSA/Hillel resumes

the second semester of studies in January.
Winnipeg students will be participating in the first ever

Canadian Federation of Jewish Students conference made
especially for western campuses. It will take place the second
weekend in January at the Fantasyland Hotel in Edmonton, and
ten Winnipeggers will be present.

The goal of the conference is different than others held by
CFJS in Ontario and Quebec. The primary focus is activism, and
to tailor it for the issues faced by campuses that don’t have the
same Jewish presence as York or McGill.

Instead of lectures, most of the weekend will consist of inter-
active workshops, in order for the students to bring practical
knowledge back with them to campus, says Samuel Konig of
CFJS.



Wild and wacky Israeli tales from ‘09 
By DANIELLA ASHKENAZY 

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israel is not just the place of stories about settlement
freezes and army operations. 

This unique country of 7 million people has its fair share of zany tales;
here are a few from 2009. 

The prize for weirdest move taken by Israeli politicians in 2009 probably
goes to Netanya’s city elders, who in August decided to dress up the city
center with a fresh coat of bright purple paint on the main thoroughfare. By
October the pricy paint job had faded in the Middle Eastern sun, reverting
to black asphalt. A close runner-up in the category goes to the Hadera
municipality, where a $5 million facelift for the city’s congested central traf-
fic circle added not just entry and exit lanes, but planned to have traffic lights
playing Hebrew songs.

The award for the strangest Supreme Court case goes to an Israeli named
Shlomo Avni, who petitioned the high court for the right to be eaten by wild
animals after his death, saying he was only repaying a debt to nature as a
lifetime consumer in the food chain. In their 772-word decision, three
Supreme Court judges wished the 80-year-old plaintiff a long life and unan-
imously rejected Avni’s petition. The justices quoted Jeremiah 9:21 and the
prophet’s warning of dreadful times when “carcasses of men fall as dung
upon the open field.” Avni said he’d take his case to the international court
at The Hague. 

The best item related to Israel’s water crisis goes to the residents of a north
Tel Aviv apartment building who found themselves paying huge water bills
that were 10 to 100 times those of similar dwellings. After investigation, it
was discovered that an underground connection from the apartment house
was watering an adjacent municipal park. 

While 2009 demonstrated no shortage of silly two-bit crooks and goofy
cops — including one nearsighted specimen who ticketed a driver because
her Saint Bernard wasn’t wearing a seatbelt — the strangest theft occurred
at Tel Aviv’s Ichilov Hospital. The hospital staff was puzzled when a huge oil
painting by a well-known Israeli artist vanished from the walls of a well-traf-
ficked corridor. Before they could canvas the hospital for the missing can-
vas, another large painting by another well-known Israeli artist disappeared,
and then another canvas 24 hours later. Security cameras revealed that the
same middle-aged woman had nonchalantly been taking down the can-
vases and coolly walking out the front door, no questions asked. She hung
the works in her nearby apartment. 

One candidate in the Softhearted Sabra category stands out among many.
A court re-possessor who knocked on the door of a poor family in the west-
ern Galilee took one look around at the impoverished household and made
a snap decision: Rather than taking whatever he could find of value, he
scribbled “Nothing to repossess” on his form, opened his wallet and hand-
ed the head of the household $25. 

The Loose Cannon award is a toss-up among a group of overzealous reli-
gious residents in Ashkelon. Several months after the end of the Gaza war
in January, they decided to let everyone in their neighborhood know of
Shabbat’s arrival by sounding private sirens from their balconies minutes
before sundown on Fridays — causing widespread panic by residents who
mistook it for an air-raid siren. 

One story that really takes the cake involved the trend of turning birthdays
into full-scale productions. A Netanya resident decided this would be a
lucrative sideline and offered his business premises as a venue for kids’ par-
ties. The problem: the venue in question was a pistol range. Fliers promised
target shooting with live ammunition — up to 51 .22 caliber bullets per
child — at $20 a shot.

The prize for nutty motorists is given to the fellow pulled over for zigzag-
ging down the highway to Petach Tikvah at 5:30 a.m. Not only was the dri-
ver three times above the amount of alcohol permitted while operating a
motor vehicle, he also was engaged in an activity with his passenger that is
usually reserved for the back seat. The driver argued — to no avail — that
he was zigzagging only because his lady friend had blocked his field of
vision. 

From the religious world, a prize goes to the competition between the two
sons of the former Sephardi chief rabbi, Ovadia Yosef, who argued over
what blessing should be recited over the popular kids’ peanut snack Bamba. 

In the category of Israeli ingenuity, one Israeli created a DNA test for steer
that could track a stolen animal even if it already had been reduced to ham-
burger. 

The most incredible dilemma of 2009 came during the Gaza war last
January: How do you feed two frightened and famished lions solely with
battle rations? As an army unit hunkered down near an abandoned
Palestinian zoo amid the fighting, its brigade commander frantically sought
to move the lions out of the war zone or find a way to feed them. 

The Israel Defense Forces has some weird posts — including two stand-
up comedians and a full-time magician — but who thought the army would
need a lion keeper? One idea was to mobilize personnel from the Ramat
Gan Safari into the IDF, then embed them with the infantry unit on special
assignment. 

Nobody knows exactly how the IDF did it, but by the time the army pulled
out of Gaza the lions were in their cages and doing fine. 

(This column was adapted from a submission byChelm-on-the-Med,
which culls the incredible snippets of daily life reported in the Israeli press.) 
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Israel humour

PERETZ SCHOOL CLASS 1965

PIONEER WOMEN C. 1935  

Can you help the Jewish Heritage Centre identify any of the indi-
viduals in these pictures? 

If you can, please contact Ava Block-Super at the JHC, phone
477-7461, or email ablocksuper@jhwc.org

New EU policy chief blasts Israel
(JTA) — The European Union’s new foreign policy chief criticized

Israel in her first speech. 
Catherine Ashton, who earlier this month replaced Javier Solana

as high representative for foreign affairs and security policy, on
Tuesday condemned Israel’s “occupation,” demanded that Israel
lift its blockade of the Gaza Strip and blasted the security fence. 

“East Jerusalem is occupied territory together with the West Bank,”
Ashton said, according to the EU Observer. “The EU is opposed to
the destruction of homes, the eviction of Arab residents and the con-
struction of the separation barrier.” 

In her address to EU representatives in Strasbourg, she also belit-
tled Israel’s construction freeze in West Bank settlements, calling it
a “first step,” despite the fact that EU foreign ministers last week
took “positive note” of the freeze. 

Ashton also took a shot at Tony Blair, special envoy to the Middle
East for the Quartet made up of the United States, European Union,
United Nations and Russia, saying that “The Quartet must demon-
strate that it is worth the money, that it is capable of being reinvig-
orated. I have talked about this with both sides in Jerusalem, to Mr.
Blair and the [U.S.] secretary of state.” 

During her address, Ashton announced plans to visit the Middle
East in late January or early February, 

Following the address, some left-wing and liberal members of the
European Union called for taking measures against Israel, including
a suspension of the EU’s Association Agreement to trade penalties
against products made in West Bank settlements. 
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Community news/U.S.news

Aleph-Bet Daycare Celebrates Chanukah

The Aleph-Bet Daycare  celebrated Chanukah on Dec. 17. Families,
children and staff gathered for a Chanukah concert at the  1007
Sinclair St. location. Children helped light the candles and sing and
dance to many Chanukah songs . Then everyone enjoyed some taste
treats; latkes and Chanukah cookies made by Aleph-Bet Women`s
Auxiliary.
In the picture above children sing the Bracha with one of Aleph-Bet`s
first staff members and now volunteer, HEDVA YURMAN.

Mandy, Taiyah and Taelyn enjoying latkes and cookies

Janet and Rory lighting the Chanukah candles

Aleph-Bet children singing to their parents and grandparents

Chasidic leader sentenced to prison
LOS ANGELES (JTA) — The head of a Brooklyn-based Chasidic sect

was sentenced to two years in federal prison for a decade-long fraud
and money-laundering scheme. 

Rabbi Naftali Tzvi Weisz, grand rebbe of the Spinka sect, was sen-
tenced December 21 in U.S. District Court in Los Angeles. 

Weisz, 61, had pleaded guilty to one count of conspiracy last
August. The rabbi and six associates in Los Angeles, Brooklyn and
Israel admitted to participating in a fraudulent kickback scheme in
which donors to Spinka charities were refunded up to 95 percent of
their donations while claiming the full amounts as deductions on their
income tax. 

In 2006, Spinka charities received nearly $8.5 million in donations
and made $744,596 in “profits” after deducting amounts paid back to
contributors. 

Moshe Zigelman, the rebbe’s assistant, pleaded guilty last year and
also received a two-year prison term. 

Spinka is a fervently Orthodox sect that originated in 19th century
Romania and has adherents in Israel, Europe and Brooklyn. 

Weisz was facing up to five years in prison, but Judge John Walter
said he decided on the shorter sentence after concluding that the
rabbi did not participate in the scheme to enrich himself personally. 

“I am embarrassed beyond words,” Weisz told the judge. “My
remorse is deep and heartfelt.” 

A donor to Spinka charities who pleaded guilty to using the illegal
tax write-off was sentenced to six months in prison earlier this year.
Prosecutors are investigating more than 100 other contributors and
warned that if they did not come forward voluntarily, they might face
“significantly higher” sentences. 

In a speech last summer in the Brooklyn Chasidic enclave Borough
Park, Weisz told an audience of thousands that “We have learned the
hard way,” and he urged everyone to follow the law,
yeshivaworld.comreported.

Madoff reportedly hospitalized after assault
(JTA) — Bernard

Madoff was reportedly
hospitalized for injuries
consistent with an
assault.

A North Carolina tele-
vision station reported
on its Web site Dec. 24
that Madoff was hospi-
talized at Duke
University Hospital last
week with facial frac-
tures, broken ribs and a
collapsed lung.

A U.S. Bureau of
Prisons spokeswoman
later said that Madoff is
being treated in a prison
hospital for hyperten-
sion and dizziness.

The Jewish financier
was jailed after his
multi-billion dollar Ponzi scheme that defrauded thousands and
caused the collapse of several Jewish charities was exposed.  

BERNARD MADOFF 
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Community news

Congregation Etz Chayim Chanukah Dinner Thursday, December 17th, 2009 

Congregation Etz Chayim held a Chanukah Dinner on Thursday, December 17th, 2009.  Over
180 people enjoyed a delicious turkey dinner and entertainment by the  Winnipeg Jewish Youth 
Choir led by Lina Streltsov.  The Winnipeg Jewish Youth Choir is sponsored by Congregation
Etz Chayim, Jewish Child & Family Services, and the Jewish Foundation. 

In another part of the city (Charleswood), many
newcomers to Winnipeg held another of what are
turning into a successful series of dances - this
one back on Dec. 5,  organized by Yossi
Pearlman. In the picture immediately below we
see festive partygoers on the dance floor at the
Park West Inn and, in the picture below that -
YOSSI PEARLMAN along with LARRY VICKAR,
who has given strong support to many immi-
grants to Manitoba over the years.

What began as a grant from the Jewish Foundation has stayed vibrant years later.
Anachnu, which is the Hebrew word for “us”, is the Winnipeg based gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgendered Jewish organization. The group holds four major events
each year.
On the last night of Chanukah, about 20 people gathered for a delicious traditional
meal at the home of one of the members. Most who were present are active within
Anachnu, but there were a few who are friends of members and had not been to
one of the official events before.
The largest event of the year for Anachnu is the Passover seder. It is held at Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue and draws between 50 and 80 people.
Anachnu has modeled itself after similar organizations within Jewish communities
across North America. Members are from a broad range of ages, and the group
maintains a steady membership from year to year. 

Anachnu holds annual Chanukah celebration Dec. 18
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In loving memory of
RUBEN COHEN

who passed away
January 2, 2009
6 Days in Tevet

As time unfolds another year
Silent memories keep you near
— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your wife Ettie,
children Susan (Phil), Neil,
Michael (Kes), grandsons
Josh and Aaron,  family and
friends.

In loving memory of
RUTH PERMUT

who passed away
January 14, 2009
18 Days in Tevet

corresponding to January 4, 2010
A year has passed since you
left us. With loving memory
and heavy hearts we think of
you every day.
Never to be forgotten.
— Ike and the family

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
When sending in Obituaries or Yahrzeits, please
ensure they are either typewritten or legibly printed,
doublespaced. We will not guarantee publication
of material that comes in that we cannot read.

In Memoriam
First Yahrzeit

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

DECEMBER 30

In Memoriam
First Yahrzeit In Memoriam

6th Yahrzeit

— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and sisters.

MAX
BERINSTEIN

who passed away
February 27, 2004

5 Days in Adar

EVELYN
BERINSTEIN

who passed away
January 9, 2004
15 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MAX BURKE

who passed away
January 1, 1975
18 Days in Tevet

Nothing can ever take away
The love a heart holds dear,
Fond memories linger every day
Remembrance keeps him near.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
BELLE GRAND

who passed away
December 25, 1996

15 Days in Tevet
Always In Our Hearts And

Thoughts
Never To Be Forgotten
— And Sadly Missed

By Her Family.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

We light the tenth yahrzeit
candle in loving memory of

BILL
KAMINSKY

who passed away
December 28, 1999

19 days in Tevet
Your spirit lives on and always
will.
Times you laughed, gave advice
or just listened echo in the
memories of all those whose
lives you touched.
You will always be remembered
- your legacy will live on.
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by your loving wife,
children, grandchildren
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
FRED KITTNER

who passed away
January 4th, 1996
12 Days in Tevet

Our lives go on without you
and nothing is the same,
we have to hide our heartache
when someone speaks your name.
The special years will not return
when we were all together,
but the love we hold for you within
our hearts, will be with us forever.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
wife Sylvia and sons Brad and
Mark, and sisters-in-law
Charlotte and Vivi.

MEYER SILVER
July 16, 1919 - December 18, 2009

It is with great sadness
that we announce the
passing of Meyer Silver
on the last day of
Chanukah,                Dec-
ember 18, 2009 at the age
of 90.

He is survived and lov-
ingly remembered by his
wife of 64 years, Roslyn,
his children Vivian and
Lewis (Zeigen), Rochelle

and Mati (Gamliel), Neil and Jemmie Silver, grand-
children Chen and Yonatan, Tiram and Reesa, Stav and
Jonathan, Matan, Aaron, Joel and Daniel, great grand-
children Oren, Ahva and Lilah; siblings Bertha Feldman,
Doris and Morris Bronstein, Morris and Dorys Silver;
and brother-in-law and sister-in-law Dr. Harvey and
Sandra Weisman. He was predeceased by his parents
Abraham and Sarah Silver; sister and brother-in-law
Belle and Hy Brod, brother-in-law Joe Feldman, and
sister-in-law and brother-in-law Fay and Louis
Slutchuk.

Born and raised in Winnipeg, Meyer served with
distinction in the Canadian army for 4 1/2 years during
World War II. After graduating in 1949 with a Bach-
elor of Commerce degree from the University of Mani-
toba, he worked for the city of Winnipeg’s Property
Tax Assessment Department for the next 33 years.

Meyer exemplified the spirit of “Tikun Olam”, the
unceasing obligation to improve the world. He was
active in the Jewish and wider communities, volun-
teered for 25 years for Meals on Wheels, made hospital
visits through the Sam Malamed Hospital Visiting
Committee and was a life-long donor to the Canadian
Blood Services. He volunteered for the Jewish Child
and Family Service, the UJA and UIA. He was a
member of the Brandeis Zionist Lodge, the Saturday
Night Discussion Group, first president of his syna-
gogue, Chavurat Tefila and was on their Board through-
out the years.

He lived an unusually active cultural and social life,
jogging, hiking, cycling, enjoying the theatre and sym-
phony, and traveled throughout the world, including
over 20 visits to Israel. He was an active member of the
Rady Centre, Stay Young Club, and the Fitness Centre.

Meyer was loved and admired by all who knew him.
He was respected for his modesty, humbleness and
gentleness. Even when hospitalized, he gained the
esteem and appreciation of the medical staff and
caregivers at both the Seven Oaks and Grace Hospitals.
Special thanks to Doctors Selaman, Patel, Bhanot,
Wong and Bovell, and the nurses and aides for their
extraordinary kindness and care.

Funeral services were held on Sunday December
20th officiated by Rabbi L. Pinsker.  Pallbearers were
his grandsons Tiram, Matan, Jonathan, Aaron, Joel and
Daniel and honourary pallbearers were grandchildren
Chen, Yonatan, Stav and Reesa.

Donations may be made to the Meyer and Roslyn
Silver Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Winnipeg or
to a charity of your choice.

KARYN ROCHELLE GLOBERMAN
November 14, 1955 - November 30, 2009

 It is with great sadness
that we announce the
passing of Karyn on No-
vember 30, 2009 at
Riverview Health Centre
after a brief but coura-
geous battle with kidney
cancer. Karyn was pre-
deceased by her brother
Nathan in 1982.

 Karyn will be sadly
missed by her husband
Danny, her children
Adam (Dobrochna),

Noah (Samantha), and Simmie, her parents Harvey and
Sylvia Pollock, and her brother Martin (Randee). Karyn
will also be missed by her sister-in-law Judy Globerman
(Clo), her brother-in-law David Globerman (Sidelle)
and her nephews, aunts, uncles, cousins and many dear
friends. Karyn was born in Winnipeg, the eldest of
three children. Born with a smile and a disposition that
would light up any room, she was the center of attention
for her family and their many close friends. These
friends became aunts and uncles to her, providing a
beloved extended family.

For Karyn, the narrative of her life that made her life
meaningful to her and to us was that she was a doer and
a giver - a giver of love, ideas, help, advice, and above
all, friendship. We went to Karyn for her straightfor-
ward views, her counsel, her coaching, and her no-
nonsense way of communicating that was both ground-
ing and honest.

A consummate caregiver, Karyn was an outstanding
physiotherapist, working for over twenty years at St.
Boniface General Hospital. Leaving no stone unturned,
intimidated by no one, as a strong patient advocate,
Karyn would push the health system to deliver the best
care that could be provided. Everyone at the hospital
knew and respected Karyn for her warmth, her passion,
and her perseverance.

She approached her life and that of her family and
friends with an enthusiasm and energy that were infec-
tious and bold. Her maternal mania enveloped her daily
life as she moved from child to child, friend to friend
and project to project, tirelessly helping and loving
them. She made a home filled with people, with laugh-
ter, with half-folded laundry and a sink full of dishes,
where what was really important was to live life fully
and honestly with those she loved. Karyn received
excellent care at the St. Boniface General Hospital and
Riverview Health Centre.

Special thanks to the staff of 4A South at St. Boniface
General Hospital, Dr. Wong, Kathy Kyryluk and nurs-
ing staff at Cancer Care and to Dr. Garcia, Dr. Hiebert,
and nursing staff of 3E at Riverview Health Centre.
Donations in Karyn’s memory may be made to the St.
Boniface Hospital Research Foundation at (204) 237-
2067.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband, father

and brother
IRVIN

GOLDMAN
who passed away

December 29, 1993
15 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly mised by his wife,
children and brother.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ISAAC HILF

who passed away
January 5, 1983

20 Days in Tevet, 5743
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his stepdaughter
Lucy Katz, grandchildren
Mel and Esther Verin and
great-grandchildren Jeremy
and Tanya.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
WILFRED

KRAVETSKY
who passed away
January 7, 2007
17 Days in Tevet

— Lovingly remembered by
your wife Elaine and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
BELLA

MANDELL
who passed away on

January 15, 2001
20 Tevet 5761

In our hearts your memory
lingers
Always tender, fond and true
There's not a day dear mother
We do not think of you
Treasured still with love sincere
Memories of her we loved so
dear
Always so good, unselfish and
kind
Few on this earth her equal
we'll find.
— Lovingly remembered and
very sadly missed by your
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
IRVIN

NISENHOLT
who passed away
January 14, 2004
20 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed by his wife,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
HARRY (HASH)

SCHWARTZ
who passed away

December 28, 1996
19 Days in Tevet

Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
DOLLY

SILVERMAN
who passed away
January 4, 2002
20 days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, great
grandchildren and sister.

With happy and loving
memories of our beautiful

CLARIBEL
SIMKIN

who passed away
January 6, 1991
20 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered by her
daughters, son-in-law and
granddaughters.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
EVA SOROKIN

who passed away
January 12, 1998
14 Days in Tevet

Forever in our hearts
— Always remembered by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SARAH ANNE

TELCHEN
(nee GLASSMAN)

who passed away
December 22, 1994

20 Days in Tevet
— Ever remembered by her
nieces and nephews.

In loving memory of
ANNE

WEINSTEIN
who passed away

December 29, 2004
17 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and
loved by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ANNE (CHANA)

BURSTEN
who passed away

December 24, 1994
21 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

11th Yahrzeit

SIDNEY
GREENBERG

who passed away
January 11, 1999
23 Days in Tevet

12th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of our beloved

FREDA
GREENBERG

who passed away
March 4, 1998
6 Days in Adar

— Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SARA (RABER)

HOCHMAN
who passed away

December 28, 2002
23 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JANUARY 6

In Memoriam

3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
BEN ZION KATZ

who passed away
January 17, 2007
27 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SHELDON KOHN

who passed away
December 29, 1983

24 Days in Tevet, 5744
His devotion, his inspiration, his
smile gladdened the hearts of those
who had the privilege of loving him.
— Dearly missed by Sheila,
Steven and Andrea,  family
and friends.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
LOU LEIBL

who passed away
December 27, 2002

22 Days in Tevet
You are missed every day
We remember your strong spirit
Wisdom and encouragement
May your soul be at peace

With much love
— Your family and friends

More memoriams on
next page.



By NATHAN GUTTMAN 

WASHINGTON (Forward) — Leaders in Washington and Jerusalem have publicly locked
horns over the issue of West Bank settlements. And Israeli public opinion has largely viewed
America’s new administration as unfriendly. 

Behind the scenes, however, strategic security relations between the two countries are flour-
ishing. 

Israeli officials have been singing the praises of President Obama for his willingness to
address their defense concerns and for actions taken by his administration to bolster Israel’s
qualitative military edge — an edge eroded, according to Israel, during the final year of the
George W. Bush presidency. 

Among the new initiatives taken by the administration, the Forward has learned, are adjust-
ments in a massive arms deal that the Bush administration made with Arab Gulf states in
response to Israeli concerns. There have also been upgrades in U.S.-Israeli military coopera-
tion on missile defense. And a deal is expected next year that will see one of the United States’
most advanced fighter jets go to Israel with some of America’s most sensitive new technology. 

Amid the cacophony of U.S.-Israel clashes on the diplomatic front, public attention given to
this intensified strategic cooperation has been scant. But in a rare public comment in October,
Israeli U.S. Ambassador Michael Oren praised the Obama administration’s response to com-
plaints about lost ground during the close of the Bush years as “warm and immediate.” 

“We came to the Obama administration and said, ‘Listen, we have a problem here,’ ” Oren,
told a gathering of the National Jewish Democratic Council. “The administration’s reaction was
immediate: We are going to address this issue, we are going to make sure that we maintain
your QME [qualitative military edge].” 

The warmth seems to stand in contrast to public opinion in Israel, which according to a
recent survey is highly critical of Obama, seeing him as weak and naive. Bush is perceived as
having been a much stronger ally. 

But when the new administration settled in, it faced entreaties from Jerusalem to redress what
Israeli officials saw as an erosion on the strategic side during the last stage of the Bush tenure. 

The Israelis cited Arab progress in replacing old Soviet weapons with new Western arms and
advances in the operational technology of weapons that has made Israel’s investment in human
skills less significant. 

But Jerusalem’s concerns, well-informed Israeli sources say, also were stoked by a massive
$20 billion arms deal that the United States signed with Saudi Arabia and other Gulf states dur-

ing the Bush administration’s last year. In its attempt to counter Iran’s
military buildup and nuclear ambitions, the former administration
approved an arms contract that included upgrades of the Gulf coun-
tries’ air and naval capabilities, as well as advanced missile defense
systems and modern satellite-guided bombs. 

Israel, which sees Iran as its prime enemy in the region, initially
accepted the Bush strategists’ rationale for the huge arms transfer.
Jerusalem voiced only mild concern regarding some of the specifics,
mainly the supply of precision bombs. 

But in recent months, Israeli defense officials visiting Washington
stepped up complaints about the Saudi deal. To the newly installed
Obama administration officials, the Israelis argued that the usage and
deployment of these arms breached earlier understandings and could
tilt the military balance against Israel. 

These complaints were met with what one Israeli diplomat called a
“receptiveness” that was demonstrated in the new administration’s
willingness to adjust the arms deployments to mitigate Israel’s con-
cerns. 

A former senior security official in the Bush administration said
Bush’s guidance to all levels was to maintain Israel’s qualitative mili-
tary edge. The ex-official, who would speak only on background,
added that the arms sales to Gulf countries were done in light of the
Arab world’s anxiety
over Iran’s ambitions. 

“We saw it as a
positive for all sides,”
he said, adding Israel
had no complaints
against it “on the
strategic level.” 

According to Steve
Rosen, a former lob-
byist for the
American Israel
Public Affairs
Committee who is
now a private consul-
tant, the Obama
administration, and
especially the
Pentagon, is now
more open to supply-
ing Israel with cut-
ting-edge technology
in an attempt to
ensure Israel’s confi-
dence. 
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In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
RONDA

SCHWARTZ
who passed away
January 4, 2005
24 Days in Tevet

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
daughters, sons-in-law,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
RONDA

SCHWARTZ
who passed away
January 4, 2005
24 Days in Tevet

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
daughters, sons-in-law,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MARION

MASARSKY
who passed away
January 12, 1999

25 of Tevet
— Remembered on this
eleventh Yahrzeit and always
by her husband Sol, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAM POLLOCK

who passed away
December 28, 1980

22 Days in Tevet
— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
EVELYN

SHUSTER
who passed away
January 2, 2005
21 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving husband,
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MAX (MENDEL)

WINESTOCK
who passed away
January 21, 2001

27 days in Tevet 5761
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

9th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JOSEPH

WILLIAM ZILZ
who passed away

February 14, 1999
26 Days in Tevet

Forever in our hearts.
— Always missed by your wife
Rebecca, daughters Jackie,
Lynda, JoAnn, sons-in-law
David and Allan, grand-
children and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LIBBYE ROSE

who passed away
December 29, 2002

24 Days in Tevet
— Forever remembered by her
loving family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
'BECKY'

REBECCA SPRINTZ
who passed away
January 24, 1987

23 Days in Tevet, 5747
Wife, Mother, Grandmother

Her legacy -
Love, Strength, Wisdom JEWISH CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICE 

OFFERS BEREAVEMENT GROUP

This group is especially designed for those who
have experienced the death of a loved one. 

It will begin on Tuesday - January 12th and con-
tinues until March 2nd from 7:00 to 9:00 pm. 

There is no charge to participate in this group. 
Contact Shelley Levit at Jewish Child and
Family Service at 477-7430 to register.

This group is jointly sponsored by 
Jewish Child and Family Service and 

Hospice and Palliative Care Manitoba. 
Adults of all ages and cultural backgrounds are welcome.

U.S.-Israeli arms cooperation quietly growing 
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Torah comment

By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN

This Shabbat we begin reading the second
book of the Torah called Shemot or Names. It
begins by listing the names of the Jews that
with Jacob to Egypt. Then the Torah goes on
to describe how the Jews became enslaved in
Egypt until G-d sent Moses to set them free.

A quick perusal of the earlier chapters of
the Torah will demonstrate that the Torah had
already given us a complete list of the names
of all of Jacob’s children and grandchildren
that left to Egypt. Why would the Torah find
it necessary to repeat those names?

The Talmudic rabbis explain that the Torah
is pointing out that even while in Egypt the
Jews continued to call themselves with their
Jewish sounding names. “They came down to
Egypt with names like Reuben and Shimeon
and they left Egypt hundreds of years later
calling themselves by those same names.”
This is one of the major factors that enabled
the Jews to retain their distinct identity during
their long exile in Egypt.

It is unfortunate that many people are not
knowledgeable about the meaning and origin
of Jewish names. Many of the gentile names
in common usage laud prowess in battle,
physical might or skills in agriculture.
Contrast that to Jewish names that generally
reflect ethical and spiritual values and a rela-
tionship with G-d. We have much to be
proud of.

There are interesting customs regarding
Jewish names. A girl is given her name during
the reading of the Torah at the first opportuni-

ty after her birth. Boys get their name at their
circumcision. Often people name their child
after a parent or grandparent. Jews of Eastern-
Europe (Ashkenazim) do not name their child
with the name of a living member of their
family. Often people are named after a great
or righteous person with the hope and prayer
that the child will live up to his or her name-
sake.

Rabbi Judah HaChasid, one of the great
scholars of German Jewry, records the custom
of not marrying someone that bears the same
name as one’s own parent. If a person has
two Hebrew names, they are treated as one
long single name and are therefore deemed
not to be the same name as that of a parent-
in-law who shares only one of those names.

When a person is critically ill, we give them
an additional Hebrew name, in line with the
Talmudic dictum, “A person’s fortune can
change by changing his name or changing his
place of residence.” I remember that custom
being followed in Winnipeg in the

Ashkenazie syna-
gogue, some years

ago. A member was terminally ill and given
only weeks to live. He was given the addi-
tional name of “Alter”-or “old man” in
Yiddish-implying that he would live long. He
did actually live another few years.

Another incident was when a very well-
liked Israeli couple was childless for many
years. They consulted with the late chief rabbi
of Israel, Rabbi Goren, who advised them to
move to Winnipeg and teach in the Talmud
Torah because changing places changes one’s
fortune. Indeed this couple was blessed with
a child exactly one year after moving to
Winnipeg and called the baby Matanel (G-d’s
gift). They were also exceptionally successful
and well-liked as teachers in our community.

Rabbi Moses Nachmanides, a great
philosopher and authority on Jewish law,
states that Hebrew names are different than
names in other languages because G-d creat-
ed the world in Hebrew. Ordinary names
have no inherent value. If people instead of
saying table, we were to say “shmable” it
would be just as effective as long as we agree
on the name. But the Hebrew name has an
inherent relationship with the person or
object that is so called. The shapes of the
written letters and the sound patterns reflect
the channel through which the soul flows to
the person. That is why G-d created the world
through Hebrew names and that is why we
are able to redirect life through a name
change in Hebrew.

Several decades ago Jews were afraid of dis-
crimination and hid their true identity by
adopting non-Jewish names. It is high time for
contemporary Jews to stand up and use our
Jewish names with pride.

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through us and

receive Air Miles

Esther Weinstein
Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: wein@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

We provide elderly care,
childcare, homecare,

housecleaning & laundry
Call 586-9337

SENIORS HOME CARE

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

SENIOR  HOMES
All utilities inc. with rent

Elevator etc.
1001 Sinclair (HSBA)

Bach $356.00

765 Aikens (Beit-Am)
3 rm (1 bed) $620.00
4 rm (2 bed) $670.00

133 Matheson (Rosh-Pina)
3 rm (1 bed) $667.00
4 rm (2 bed) $767.00

Phone Barb Ext. 2227
Astroid Mgt 338-4671

The Power of Jewish Names

Pope tries to make amends with Jews
ROME (JTA) – Despite renewed tensions

over his decision to move a controversial
wartime pope closer to sainthood, Pope
Benedict XVI is still expected to make a his-
toric visit to the main Rome synagogue. 

“For now, the visit is still on,” the
spokesperson for Rome Chief Rabbi
Riccardo Di Segni told JTA on Dec. 22. 

The visit is scheduled for Jan. 17, marked
annually by the Italian Catholic Church as a
day of dialogue with Judaism. 

Benedict provoked outrage in the Jewish
world and cast a cloud over the visit when
he signed a decree on Saturday certifying
Pope Pius XII’s religiously defined “heroic
virtues,” a move that paved the way for his
beatification. Benedict signed the same decree for the late Pope
John Paul II, who made fostering Jewish-Catholic relations a key-
stone of his policy. 

Benedict appeared to try to make amends in a speech Monday
when he condemned the Nazis in recalling his visit in May to Yad
Vashem. 

“The visit to the Yad Vashem has meant an upsetting encounter
with the cruelty of human fault, with the hatred of a blind ideology
that with no justification sent millions of people to their deaths,” he
said. 

Critics have long accused Pius of having ignored Jewish suffering
during the Shoah. The Vatican and other supporters of Pius say the
wartime pope worked behind the scenes to save Jews. 

In criticizing Benedict’s move, Jewish bodies renewed calls for the
Vatican to open its secret World War II archives in order to clarify
the issue. 

“As long as the archives of Pope Pius about the crucial period
1939 to 1945 remain closed, and until a consensus on his action —
or inaction — concerning the persecution of millions of Jews in the
Holocaust is established, a beatification is inopportune and prema-
ture,” World Jewish Congress President Ronald Lauder said in a
statement. Italian Jewish leaders, including De Segni, issued a sim-
ilar critique but also paid tribute to Catholic “individuals and
Church institutions” that worked to save Jews from persecution. 

POPE BENEDICT
XVI



Following last month’s sold out concert of the Aviv String Quartet,
the Richardson GMP Israeli Concert Series at the Rady JCC presents
the final concert of the 2009-10 season:  Habanot Nechama.  

Habanot Nechama is made up of three Israeli Divas with guitars :
Karolina, Dana Adini, and Yael Deckelbaum. 

A live band in the deepest sense, these women built a huge and very
dedicated following before releasing even one single.  Reggae influ-
ences, soul-folk melodies, one of a kind harmonies and impeccable
song- craft are highlights of this perfect showcase of how English and
Hebrew can co-exist. 

No one could possibly have predicted the enormous success
Habanot Nechama found with their debut album.  The August 2007
release went gold after only three weeks, and platinum immediately
afterwards.  All concerts on the first Israeli tour were quickly sold-out
with an unprecedented demand by European summer festivals.

The girls received great media exposure, topping the radio charts for
weeks, and eventually receiving a nomination for the “Best New Act”
award at the Israeli Music Channel Annual Awards.  

In February 2008 the girls won the ACUM (Israel’s ASCAP) achieve-

ment award for “So Far/Lihiot”. The judges: “You simply can’t think
about the passing year without this song... it has a unique quality of a
harmony sung by three incredible singers, warming every listener’s
heart”.

In their North American debut tour in May 2008, Habanot Nechama
appeared at Radio City Music Hall, the Kodak Theater in Los Angeles,
the Venetian Hotel in Las Vegas and the Highline Ballroom in New
York.

Don’t miss the biggest hit on Israel’s indie world music stage-
Habanot Nechama are unforgettable!

The Richardson GMP Israeli Concert Series, produced by Karla
Berbrayer, is now in its eighth season at The Rady Jewish Community
Centre. All concerts take place in the Berney Theatre, Asper Jewish
Community Campus, 123 Doncaster Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba.
Free parking available in the Asper Campus parking lot.  

Individual concert tickets are $32.00 Rady JCC members, $36.00
non-members, $20.00 students. Order on-line at www.radyjcc.com or
call the Rady JCC at (204) 477-7510.
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Arts & entertainment

477-7510 WWW.RADYJCC.COM CLICK ON TICKET CENTRAL

BERNEY THEATRE
ASPER JEWISH
COMMUNITY CAMPUS 
123 DONCASTER STREET

MARJORIE AND MORLEY BLANKSTEIN

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS RADY JCC MEMBER: $32 NON-MEMBER: $36 STUDENT: $20

Habanot Nechama
SATURDAY JANUARY 16 8:00 PM
THREE ISRAELI DIVAS: 
ISRAEL’S HOTTEST POP TRIO 
Reggae influences, soul-folk melodies,  
one of a kind harmonies

CALL NOW

TICKETS GOING FAST!

Richardson GMP Israeli Concert Series features Habanot
Nechama, Israel’s Hottest Pop Trio, at the Rady JCC


