
By BERNIE BELLAN and REBECA
KUROPATWA 
(with files from the Jewish
National Fund)

The Second Annual Manitoba-
Israel Water Symposium
wrapped up recently in Israel.

The symposium, which was
was held in Israel from Jan. 10-
15, was in  follow up to a sym-
posium held here in Manitoba in
Aug. 2008, also  under the spon-
sorship of Manitoba’s
Department of Water
Stewardship and the Jewish
National Fund (JNF) Prairie
Region.

The six-day event saw scien-
tists, politicians, JNF executive
members, and local Winnipeg
supporters of the JNF engage in
stimulating and valuable discus-
sions relating to water conserva-

tion, wetland development,
waste water management, and
other topics that are of vital inter-
est, both to Israel and Manitoba.

Some of the places in Israel the
2010 participants visited were
the Dead Sea, Lake Kinneret,
Hula Valley, and Alexander River
Rehabilitation Project.

One of the prime movers of the
symposium was Manitoba’s
Minister of Water Stewardship,
Christine Melnick, who has
established herself in recent
years as a devoted supporter of
the State of Israel.

In addressing the conference,
Melnick noted the high regard in
which she holds Israel.

According to the JNF website
that recorded the highlights of
the conference, Melnick said
‘that Israel is an amazing country
– because of its citizens and

because of the Israeli scientists
who participated in the first sym-
posium in Winnipeg over a year
ago, “who came to teach us new
ways of thinking.” ‘

The JNF site went on to note
that ‘Minister Melnick expressed
her appreciation for the coopera-
tion established with KKL-JNF to
all the symposium organizers in
Israel and in Manitoba. “What
concerns me now is how we pro-
ceed from here. I intend to dis-
cuss this matter with KKL-JNF
World Chairman Stenzler. To the
Israeli scientists present here I
would like to say: what a won-
derful partnership we have! I
have not seen anything like this
in any country. You, here in
Israel, are at the forefront of ini-
tiative and leaders in your ability
to implement.”

“Manitoba has a lot to learn
from Israel about water conserva-

JNF Water Symposium in Israel Strengthens
Bonds Between Manitoba and Israel 

Vol. 23  No. 10   WINNIPEG, WEDNESDAY, February 10, 2010 26 Days in Shevat, 5770 Candle lighting time Friday is 5:24 p.m.
Shabbat ends at  6:25 p.m.

Canada Post Publication
Agreement #40047412

Publication Mail
Registration #10986

Local stories inside:

Provincial south end
ridings used to have
prominent Jewish
representatives

….page 4

Lesley Jacob handing over
reins of Camp Massad to
Regina Teplitsky

….page 8

New teacher’s guide for
Michael Eskin’s CD

….page 10

Looking back in The Jewish
Post

….pages 24-25

Mitch Podolak helps young
musicians give private
concerts

….page 11

Smith famiily celebrates bat
mitzvah in St. Thomas

….page 12

Canadian company finds gas off
Israel’s Mediterranean coast

Israel’s prospects for oil and gas self-
sufficiency boosted by Canadian com-

pany’s drill reports

By GIL ZOHAR
JERUSALEM – Israel’s pros-

pects for achieving oil and gas
self-sufficiency were significant-
ly boosted February 2 when the
Toronto-based Bontan Corpor-
ation Inc. announced it had
found prospective resources of
up to 6 trillion cubic feet [TCF]
of natural gas, potentially worth
more than U.S. $6-billion, in the
Mira and Sarah Prospects locat-
ed in adjoining blocks 30 to 60
miles offshore from Tel Aviv in
the eastern Mediterranean Sea.

As defined on the company’s
website, prospective resources
are “those quantities of petrole-
um estimated, as of a given date,
to be potentially recoverable
from undiscovered accumula-
tions by application of future
development projects.”Bontan
CEO Kam Shah said, “The com-
pany is very pleased with the
results of the Evaluation Report
on these offshore Israeli
prospects. 

A review of global exploration
discoveries in 2009 just pub-
lished by the American
Association of Petroleum
Geologists also reported that the
recent offshore Israel natural
gas discoveries were among the
most significant in the world. 

”Bontan, which trades on the
OTC Bulletin Board under the
symbol BNTNF “will have an
indirect 71.625% interest in
these prospects via its 75% equi-
ty interest in the Israel Petroleum
Company. 

MEL LAZARECK
JNF President in Manitoba

(The rainbow in the background
appeared on a day of heavy rain-
fall. This has been the rainiest
winter in Israel in six years.)

EFI STENZLER
JNF World Chairman 

(Cont. on page 2. See “Water
Symposium”.)

CHRISTINE MELNICK
Manitoba Minister of Water

Stewardship
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tion issues,” said Melnick, upon
her return from Israel. Some of
the major threats to Lake
Winnipeg are the excessive
nitrogen, algae, and phosphorus
seepage. Another is farmland
runoff that is greatly reducing the
wetlands’ ability to filter water.

Mel Lazareck, JNF President in
Manitoba was also effusive in his
description of the conference’s
accomplishments:. “This scientif-
ic conference offers KKL-JNF a
wonderful opportunity for
national and international expo-
sure on contemporary issues of
environmental quality. From an
historical perspective, Diaspora
Jewry imagines KKL-JNF’s activi-
ties within specific aspects of
tree planting and the Blue Box.
This image must change

With an eye on the future,
Lazarick sees the symposium as
an opportunity for broadening
ties, “First of all, this is an occa-
sion for KKL-JNF to deepen its
science-research partnership but
at the same time, a platform is
being created to hold conven-
tions and similar scientific rela-
tions with other countries and
regions experiencing major
problems in the field of water.”

Collaboration between the JNF
and the Province of Manitoba
has been ongoing for years.
Again, according to the JNF web-
site, “The proposition to hold a
water conference in Israel was initially made
in 2007 when the Manitoba Minister of Water
Stewardship, Christine Melnick and JNF
Canada began to promote cooperative water-
related projects.”

Although the scale of water-projects varies
greatly between Manitoba and Israel, there
are many elements in common. For example,
despite the difference in size, Israel faces sim-
ilar nutrient management issues in Lake
Kinneret that Manitoba faces in Lake
Winnipeg.

Israel is recognized as a world leader in
managing scarce water resources, recycling,
re-using wastewater and similar fields. Much
of this information has been researched and
implemented by KKL-JNF, which is happy to
share knowledge with professional bodies
and countries throughout the world. With the
help of its friends worldwide, KKL-JNF is at
the forefront of innovative solutions to Israel’s
water crisis, including building water reser-
voirs, developing biological water technolo-
gies to purify wastewater for reuse and river
restoration.

As a result of past collaboration, four pro-
jects have already been instituted and it is
hoped that more will be launched.

1. The Manitoba - Israel Water Experts
Symposium, the first joint conference, which
was held in Manitoba in August 2008.

2. The Minister’s scholarship for internation-
al water studies for students.

3. Joint Manitoba - Israel research projects.
4. The current January 2010 Manitoba Israel

Water Experts Symposium. 

During the course of the symposium, scien-
tists from Manitoba were able to see for
themselves the amazing progress Israel, has
made in water conservation projects. Through
a combination of sophisticated recycling of
waste water, development of a huge desalina-
tion capacity, and careful attention to water
conservancy, Israel has long been world-
renowned for its leadership in those areas.

JNF World Chairman Efi Stenzler stated that
in the course of the last decade, Israeli farm-
ers had foregone an annual quantity of 650
million cubic meters of fresh water and had
started using recycled water instead. Because
of this, he said, he likes to call the 210 reser-
voirs constructed by KKL-JNF all over Israel
“Israel’s fourth aquifer!”

Uri Shani
Professor Uri Shani, CEO of the Israel Water

Authority described the current quantities of
water available in Israel in relation to
demand, pursuant to five years of drought.
Nevertheless, he said, as a result of the accel-
eration of desalination projects, it is hoped
that Israel will not be entirely dependent on
nature in the not-too-distant future. “Water
consumption for non-agricultural use is about
800 million cubic meters per annum and by
2013 we should be purifying about 600 mil-
lion cubic meters. This is an extremely signif-
icant change but another change is that water
is becoming more expensive, owing to the
costs of production. We no longer have a
concept of “water from nature for free.” We
have to change our attitude to water.

According to Professor Shani, the dramatic
change in the field of water has not yet been

grasped in Israel. While the salin-
ity of water from the Sea of
Galilee is uncomfortably high at
300 units per cubic meter, the
price of a cubic meter of water
supplied by the Kinneret to the
water authority is almost the
same as a cubic meter of desali-
nated water, which has a particu-
larly low level of salinity. “This
requires a new way of thinking
about water policy in Israel.
Recycled water is relatively
expensive. If the price of desali-
nated water is similar to that of
water from the Kinneret, maybe
purified water should be diverted
to the streambeds and not used
solely for agriculture.”

Concluding session of confer-
ence:

The concluding session of the
joint KKL-JNF Manitoba sympo-
sium on Water, brought out a
veritable ‘torrent’ of ideas by
Canadian and Israeli scientists:
how to reap the maximum bene-
fit from the current exchange of
information and how to develop
the partnership in scientific
research.

The Canadian scientists
focused primarily on the applica-
tion of monitoring and research
techniques developed in Israel to
the management of huge water
reservoirs in Manitoba: first and
foremost, to Lake Winnipeg.
Topics they wish to cover, using
Israeli experience, include the
introduction of new technologies
to treating organic materials

defined as “feed substances” or water nutri-
ents; recycling purified sewage waste; water
cleansing policies -whether to rid waste water
of phosphoric compounds useful to agricul-
ture; establishing a technological database,
including data on sewage purification tech-
nologies; research on algae and toxic bacte-
ria; and the goals in treating and preserving
the vast Winnipeg lake with the help of
knowledge accumulated from water manage-
ment techniques applied to the Sea of
Galilee.

Dr. Gordon Goldsborough of Manitoba
proposed, contrary to the situation today, that
his colleagues examine their attitude to
Winnipeg Lake as a source of drinking water.
“We never gave thought to the possibility of
using its waters for drinking when, like the
Sea of Galilee its saline level is 250 mil-
ligrams of salt per liter. Here we learned that
it is possible to do this and in my opinion, we
have a resource that can be utilized using
methods similar to those practised in Israel.”

Ideas abounded in overlapping fields on
exchanging exhibitions on topics such as
wetlands that are characteristically similar in
both countries; developing the reuse of
household “grey waters” or laundry and dish-
washing waste waters, with an emphasis on
public health. The Canadians expressed a
desire to establish an exchange program for
young scientists and students, with a view to
enhancing the future of this field of research
in both countries. “We are the pupils, and
you are the teachers,” the Canadian scientists
summed up.

Water symposium
(Cont. from page 1.)

Above and below: Water Symposium. Photo courtesy of Manitoba Minister
of Water Stewardship, Christine Melnick.
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On January 27,
the UN Interna-
tional Day of
Commemoration
in Memory of the
Victims of the
Holocaust, I was
one of about 130
people who took
part in the second

of two consecutive public roundtable ses-
sions at The Forks Market sponsored by
the Canadian Museum for Human Rights.

“These roundtables are being held to
help us gather Canadian human rights sto-
ries, perspectives and ideas that can be
used to develop the content of the
Museum,” said an earlier e mail signed by
Gail Asper, O.C., O.M., LL.D. Campaign
Chair The Friends of the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights.

Approximately 350 people attended the
roundtable sessions over the two
evenings, noted Angela J. Cassie, Director of
Communications and Public Engagement for
the CMHR in an e mail she sent to me.

As they have done throughout their exten-
sive hearings across Canada, the museum
content advisory committee had also sent
invitations to certain individuals and organi-
zations to attend “bilateral meetings” earlier
on both days.

“We had approximately 62 individuals
and/or organizations present to the Content
Advisory Committee over the two days in
Winnipeg,” noted Ms. Cassie, who added
that the committee also was in Brandon on
December 28.

The Canadian Museum for Human Rights
should tell stories of peoples from around the
world and their children that call Canada
home, said Shahina Siddiqui President/
Executive Director Islamic Social Services
Association Inc.-Canada in her bilateral pre-
sentation on January 26.

“It should begin with our First Nations
People, the treaty people and the Métis and
the stories that are to told through them and
in their own words,” she said.

“Additionally, the pioneers who settled here,
the French and the English and their struggles,
successes, and contributions are part of the
Canadian narrative that led to the evolution of
the Confederation and the development of
Canada. We should examine the progression
of civil society that gave us the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms, the Canadian, John
Humphrey (1905-1995), who gave the world
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in
1948, and the events that led to Canada’s
signing of the Geneva Convention and other
International treaties upholding human rights.
Political manipulation, propaganda and sec-
tarian biases should not be the guiding force
behind programming.”

Yude Henteleff gives opening remarks
The roundtable session began with opening

remarks by local human rights lawyer, Yude
Henteleff, Chairperson of the Content
Advisory Committee, as well as some com-
ments from Ms. Asper. A short documentary
film about the museum, which is scheduled
to open in 2012, was also shown.

The Museum’s signature architecture sym-
bolizes hope for a changed world, noted the
film’s narrator as well in information found
on the CMHR’s website www.human-
rightsmuseum.ca.

“Internationally renowned and award win-
ning architect, Antoine Predock, through his
unique and timeless design, has created a
path for the visitor from darkness to light. The

journey starts in the Museum’s
‘roots’ and, rising up from the hallowed
ground of The Forks, visitors ascend a series
of bridges, encountering human rights stories
and the people who made them along the
way. The journey will encompass over 47,000
square feet of exhibit space through nearly a
kilometre of bridges leading people to the
Tower of Hope, a 20-storey glass structure
overlooking the horizon.”

Mr. Henteleff, then, spoke about how the
impact of the CMHR as “the largest, most
comprehensive museum dedicated to Human
Rights” will be felt across Canada, and
around the world.

He also mentioned that his role as Chair of
the Content Advisory Committee was estab-
lished in January 2009 by the CMHR.

“The Report to the Minister of Canadian
Heritage on the Canadian Museum for
Human Rights recommended that a group of
human rights scholars, specialists, and lead-
ers be appointed to elicit relevant information
from individuals, organizations and groups,
in order to support the Museum in its devel-
opment,” he said.

“Our committee has held consultation ses-
sions in over 18 communities in Canada, pro-
viding Canadians with the opportunity to
help write the story of the Canadian Museum
for Human Rights. Your input today will help
us make recommendations to the Museum on
which stories, controversies, discussions, and
issues should be incorporated into the con-
tent of the Museum. We also hope the expe-
rience and ideas shared with us will help the
Museum in establishing an ongoing dialogue
with Canadians.”

I shared a table with five women, three of
whom were First Nations, and three other
men – plus a woman recorder and our mod-
erator, human rights lawyer David Matas,
who is also a member of the Content
Advisory Committee.

After brief introductions, we were each
asked to address a series of questions, such
as: What historical and contemporary human
rights issues and debates should the Museum
address? 

The hour long discussion — which was also
videotaped for future use by the museum—
was informed, respectful, stimulating, and
even sympathetic – all in keeping with the
spirit of participatory democracy and enhanc-
ing dialogue.

Need to recognize Holocaust
A number of key issues were raised at our

table, including the need for Holocaust
remembrance to have a significant place in

the museum.
“To learn about the

Holocaust will allow
one to acquire greater
insight into other
human rights viola-
tions,” someone said.

Indeed, a continued
focus on the Holocaust
helps us to remain alert
to the dangers present-
ed by contemporary
outbreaks of anti-
Semitism and various
forms of vilification and
discrimination targeting
other specific racial,
ethnic or social groups,
noted the UN High
Commissioner for
Human Rights, Navi
Pillay, in a press release
on January 27, 2010.

“Remembering the
Holocaust, and how it came about, can – and
should – help us to intervene much earlier in
the escalating pattern of prejudice that can
lead eventually to genocide,” she said.

“It is also an essential response to those
who claim that the Holocaust never hap-
pened.”

Another focus in the museum must also be
on the injustices suffered by Canada’s First
Nations’ People over the centuries, and the
role they have played in the development of
our country.

As one person observed, the failure of
Canada to sign the UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous People (2007) is uncon-
scionable.

Human rights & other issues raised
Some of the other related issues raised at

our roundtable included: the need to link
human rights and global climate change;
making use of live theatre and cutting edge
technology to create a dynamic and interac-
tive setting; a recognition of World Press
Freedom Day, which as Ms. Pillay has
observed “serves as an occasion to celebrate
the fundamental principles of press freedom;
to evaluate the benefits of a free and inde-
pendent press; and to defend the media from
attacks on their independence;” and, signifi-
cantly, the connection between
militarism/war and human rights.

“There is a fundamental link between
human rights and peace,” wrote John
Humphrey, who was Director of the UN
Human Rights Division for 20 years before
returning to McGill University in 1966 as a
Professor of Law and Political Science.

“There will be peace on earth when the
rights of all are respected.” 

The museum’s content must not arrogantly
seek to answer what is right in terms of laws
or even conduct or policies, said participant
Mr. David G. Newman, Q.C., a barrister and
Attorney–at-law of Counsel with Pitblado
Barristers & Solicitors.

“It can only present what has happened and
what is happening now objectively and accu-
rately, and permit visitors to come to their
own conclusions for their own future
thoughts, words and deeds.”

In his concluding remarks, Mr. Henteleff
thanked participants for taking the time to
participate in this process and emphasized
how their contribution is invaluable to the
development of the Canadian Museum of
Human Rights. He also led the group in
observing a moment of silence, recognizing
International Holocaust Remembrance Day.

YUDE HENTELEFF
Chairperson of the Content

Advisory Committee

GAIL ASPER
Campaign Chair The Friends of

the Canadian Museum for
Human Rights

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

Canadian Museum for Human Rights holds roundtable 
inviting public contributions



The stories that appear elsewhere in this
issue about the recently held water confer-
ence in Israel sponsored by the JNF and the
Manitoba government are yet one more indi-
cation of the remarkable devotion that
Manitoba’s Minister of Water Stewardship
Christine Melnick has shown over the years to
the State of Israel.

Melnick’s motivation is entirely altruistic.
She represents a riding (Riel) that has no significant Jewish population
and, of the several trips that she has taken to Israel, the very first ones
were taken of her own accord, without any participation in the orga-
nized tours that are the usual means by which legislators are taken to
Israel.

The conference that was held in January in Israel and that featured
participation of leading scientists from both Israel and Manitoba did
much to cement bonds between our province and Israel. In conversa-
tion with Minister Melnick she noted that she did not participate in
any of the scientific discussions per se. 

I asked her, for instance, why the subject of nitrogen removal from
waste water was not discussed during any of the various symposia (but
which is something that is a source of much controversy here, given
the Clean Environment’s Commission order to the City of Winnipeg to
remove nitrogen from waste water - at a possible cost of upwards of
$750 million.)? Melnick replied that she had no control of the confer-
ence’s agenda, and I take her at her word on that.

Given Israel’s remarkable record of achievement in reusing waste-
water, however, one might think that we here in Manitoba have more
to learn from scientists there about effluent treatment. I, for one,
would be very curious to know what Israeli experts have to say on the
subject of nitrogen removal from wastewater.

* * * * *
Speaking of politics, on the page opposite you will find a submission

from Marty Morantz, who is vying for the Conservative nomination in
the provincial riding of River Heights.

The River Heights constituency has quite an interesting history.
During the 1960’s and 1970’s it was represented first by Maitland
Steinkopf, who was brought into government by then-Premier Duff
Roblin, then by Sidney Spivak, who became Conservative party leader
for a time. Following Spivak’s retirement from active politics, it was
held by Warren Steen, also a Conservative.

Since that time, however, voter allegiances in River Heights have
shifted back and forth between Conservatives and Liberals. The seat
was held by Sharon Carstairs in the 1980’s, who was Manitoba Liberal
Party Leader at the time, until her retirement from that position.

The seat then moved back into the Conservative camp with the elec-
tion of Mike Radcliffe
in 1995 – Radcliffe
was subsequently
defeated by Liberal
Leader Jon Gerrard in
1999.

Gerrard has held the
seat ever since,
despite the decline in
Liberal Party fortunes
provincially.

Now, Morantz, who
is competing for the
Conservative Party
nomination against
two other candidates,
is relying heavily
upon Jewish support
in the upcoming nom-
ination contest. The
fact that there hasn’t
been a Jewish provin-
cial member of the
legislature since 1992
when Jim Carr repre-
sented the riding of
Crescentwood is
somewhat embarrass-
ing.

While it might nor-
mally be considered
parochial to want to
vote for someone
based on his or her

ethnic background,
in many respects it
can be taken as a
sign of the decline
of Jewish influence
in politics in
Manitoba that there
hasn’t been a Jewish
member of the leg-
islature for over 18
years.

Over the years
there have been a
fair number of
Jewish candidates
(including this
writer, who ran a
token campaign for
the Liberals in the
past provincial elec-
tion - hoping to use
the election as a
base for bringing
attention to the
Crocus Fund scan-
dal), primarily running as Liberals. None of
the Jewish candidates, however, has come
close to winning a seat.

That is a far cry from a period as recent as
the 1970’s, when there were six Jewish mem-
bers of the Manitoba legislature at one time:
Four for the NDP - Sid Green, Saul Cherniack,
Saul Miller, and Cy Gonick; and one each for
the Conservatives, with the aforementioned
Sid Spivak, while Izzy Asper represented the
Liberals (also as leader).

While Jews continue to play important posi-
tions as organizers and stalwart party mem-
bers (in all three parties), it would be nice to
have a Jewish elected member once again, if
for no other reason than to serve as a point of
pride. It would be a shame, however, if the
only way in which a Jew can be elected
to the legislature would be at the
expense of as dedicated and congenial
an individual as Jon Gerrard. 

(As a footnote, I should mention that
Sharon Blady, the NDP Member for
Kirkfield Park, has discovered that she
has Jewish roots. We have written about
Blady in past issues and her voyage of
discovery. It makes for a fascinating
read.)

* * * * *
The fact that there were, at one time,

four Jewish NDP members of the legis-
lature, pays testament to the longstand-
ing tradition of Jewish participation on
the left side of the political spectrum. As
our community has aged, however, and
become more affluent, and as is the case
with Jewish communities throughout
North America, many of us have tended
to become more conservative in our out-
looks than our forebears had been.

That is why it is important to see that
some Winnipeg Jews are attempting to
establish a presence here for an organi-
zation that has been dedicated to foster-
ing goals of social activism in Israel for
some 30 years: The New Israel Fund. 

The NIF operates through funding of
Israeli organizations whose purpose is to
improve social conditions in that country, but often without shying
away from taking controversial positions. Active in supporting over
800 different Israeli organizations in areas as diverse as promoting
women’s rights, fairer treatment for Israeli Arab citizens, and fighting
religious intolerance, the NIF has not had a presence to speak of in
this community.

In coming issues, we aim to bring increasing awareness of this
important, yet admittedly controversial organization, to our readers. 
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Ed. note: We present the following submis-
sion by would-be River Heights Conservatie
candidate Martin Morantz in the interest of
making our readers aware of issues. 

The following comments offered by Mr.
Morantz do not, in any way, reflect the edito-
rial opinion of The Jewish Post & News, nor
does the fact that this space has been given
(free of charge) indicate an endorsation of
Mr. Morantz.

Space on this page is open to op-ed sub-
missions by anyone, including politicans, sub-
ject to the usual constraint that any submis-
sion should be no more than 250 words in
length.

By  MARTIN B.
MORANTZ

The Provincial
riding of River
Heights was creat-
ed in 1958 and has
been held by many
notable Progressive
C o n s e r v a t i v e
MLA’S .

In 1999 Jon
Gerrard, the then

and current leader of the Liberal Party of
Manitoba, narrowly won River Heights in a
provincial general election and has held the
seat until the present time.

In the 51-year history of the River Heights
riding, 33 of those years River Heights elect-
ed a Progressive Conservative MLA.

I make this point only to dispel the notion
that River Heights is a “safe Liberal seat”.  

Another important fact for your considera-
tion is that the last time the Liberal Party
formed government in Manitoba was in
1953. 

Jon Gerrard has been the leader of the
Manitoba Liberal Party since 1998. In that
time support for the Liberal party in Manitoba
has declined.

River Heights faces tremendous infrastruc-
ture deficits. Its streets and alleyways,
schools, parks and community centers have
years of deferred maintenance. There has
been virtually no new construction or devel-
opment. Crime against persons and property
is alarmingly high. 

Why not vote P.C.? In its history the P.C.
MLA’s elected in River Heights have all been
effective, moderate, and socially progressive
candidates.  

I am one of those candidates. 
I support strong, targeted and effective

social programming. I have been engaged in
the community through a variety of commu-
nity boards. 

I am a long time advocate of the need to
protect and enhance the rights of individuals
with special needs and their families.

I will work to ensure that River Heights
receives it’s long overdue share of infrastruc-
ture dollars.

We must ensure that River Heights is a
place that people feel safe in.  Children, fam-
ilies and seniors must feel safe on the streets,
in the playgrounds and in their homes. 

So why not elect a PC candidate who shares
values in common with the residents of River

Heights, and has a realistic chance of being
part of government?  

I consider myself a “River Heights Boy”. My
wife Lisa and I both grew up in River Heights.
I grew up on Queenston Bay and went to Sir
William Osler Elementary School and then to
Grant Park High School. I went on to obtain a
B.A. from the University of Manitoba, (major-
ing in Political Studies), as well as a Bachelor
of Laws from Osgoode Hall Law School in
Toronto. 

I have over 25 years of real life experience
in the legal profession, in business, and in the
community at large that would be invaluable
in Government.

I am actively seeking the Progressive
Conservative nomination in River Heights.If
you are interested in electing a person who is
socially progressive, fiscally responsible,
believes in a high performance economy, and
is concerned about the great neighborhood of
River Heights then I urge you to support my
nomination. You can do this by taking out a
P.C. Manitoba party membership and attend-
ing the upcoming P.C. River Heights nomi-
nating meeting on March 25th, and casting
your vote for me. 

Then together we can all work for change in
River Heights in the upcoming Provincial
election. 

To learn more about my campaign please
visit my website at www.martinmorantz.ca,
or you can email me at
mmorantz@gmail.com.

MARTIN B. MORANTZ  B.A., LL.B.
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Op-ed

The case for change in River Heights

Israel’s defensive wall has numerous historical precedents
By MYRON LOVE

The way Palestinian propagandists and their
followers describe the wall – barrier would
be more accurate – that Israel has construct-
ed in an effort to physically separate the
Palestinian communities on the West Bank
from Israel proper is without precedent in
human history. The propaganda would have
you believe – and certainly seems to have
convinced many people with obviously very
short memories – that Israel built the wall to
imprison the Palestinians, rather than the real
reason, which was to keep young men with
bombs strapped to their bodies from walking
into Israel and killing people.

Now, anyone with any inkling of historical
knowledge would know that men have been
building walls to keep out the “bad guys”
throughout history. The Great Wall of China –
which is several centuries old – is considered
one of the wonders of the world. It wasn’t
built just for show. It was built for the same
reason that Israel has built its barrier along
the 1948 armistice line. In China’s case, it
was to keep out the Mongols. (In the long
run, it didn’t work and the Mongols con-
quered China.

Hadrian’s Wall – built centuries earlier –
was constructed at the order of the Roman
Emperor Hadrian along the length of the
English-Scottish border to keep the Picts (the
inhabitants of Scotland at that time) out of
Roman-ruled England.

And those walled cities that dot Europe and
Asia may seem picturesque now, but they
were also built for defensive purposes – not in
order to imprison their citizens.

In more recent times, there have been calls
for the United States to build a wall along its
border with Mexico to try to stop Mexicans
and other Central Americans from entering
illegally into the U.S.

More recently, there was the Berlin Wall.
That was built to keep East Germans from
escaping to the West.

And how many readers – especially those
who are ever critical of Israel – are aware that
Egypt has built a wall along its border with
Gaza? Funny that the Egyptian wall rarely
stirs a murmur among supporters of the
Palestinians. They somehow see it as Israel’s
doing – as if Israel can dictate to the
Egyptians what to do. Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas himself was
recently quoted in the Jerusalem Post as say-
ing: “I support the (Egyptian) wall. It is the
Egyptians’ sovereign right in their own coun-
try.”

The Egyptians themselves shift attention
away from their Gaza wall to the wall Israel
has built alongside its border with Gaza, as if
to say “our wall is kosher but Israel’s isn’t” -
although they serve the same purpose –
which is to prevent armed infiltrators from
crossing from Gaza.

As to the West Bank wall – Israel began
building the barrier in 2004 in response to
the worst round of terrorism that the Jewish
state had ever experienced. So-called suicide
bombers would cross into Israel from the
Palestinian towns and cities on the West Bank
and kill hundreds of Israelis on buses, in
restaurants and in shopping malls, nightclubs
and wedding halls.

Contrary to what some may envisage, this

wall is not a high cement wall running the
entire length of the border between Israel and
the Palestinian lands. In some places it is just
that. In other areas, it is a barrier. And in other
areas, in particular south of Jerusalem, there
is no wall or barrier at all.

While the barrier does run close to the
1948 Armistice lines (remember that the Arab
countries have never officially recognized the
1948 lines as final borders), it is true that in
some areas Palestinian farmers and commu-
nities have been inconvenienced (some
might say penalized) by having the barrier
run through their traditional lands. But when
any government on any level expropriates
land for construction or other purposes,
landowners are inconvenienced or penal-
ized. (You think the City of Winnipeg asked
permission of the property owners whose
land on Pembina Highway has been expro-
priated to build the new rapid transit system?)

And in some cases, the affected Palestinian
farmers appealed to Israel’s Supreme Court
and persuaded the Court to force the govern-
ment to reroute the barrier.

Certainly the barrier has succeeded in its
principal purpose. Since 2006, not one single
suicide bomber has successfully crossed into
Israel. While other factors are involved as
well, there is no doubt that the barrier has
been successful.

Now there is talk about Israel building
another barrier or wall along its southern bor-
der with Egyptian-ruled Sinai – a very porous
border, which has become an open door for
African refugees fleeing violence in their
homelands, and could also serve as a conduit
for terrorists trying to infiltrate into Israel.



Artist Miriam
Birkenthal doesn’t
remember a time
when she wasn’t
doing needle work.

“My mother (Vera
Levi Birkenthal) was
an accomplished
n e e d l e w o r k e r , ”
Miriam Birkenthal
says. “We used to sit
for hours and hours
together, not speaking
but enjoying each
other’s company
while we did our
needlework.”

(Her father, the late
Lewis Birkenthal, was
a gemologist.)

In recent years
though, Miriam
Birkenthal has taken
her needlework to an
entirely new level.
She is a one of a
group of women who
call themselves
“Articulation”. They
are all graduates of a
specialized training
program called City
and Guild that goes
back – in England -
hundreds of years.

“I had known about
City and Guild for
some time,”
Birkenthal says, “but I
couldn’t afford to go
to England to enrol in
the program.”

Ten years ago
though, she learned that a trained City and Guild
teacher by the name of Gail Harker, a former
Manitoban, had returned to North America and
set up a studio and school in Washington State.
Because she had family in Calgary, she set up a
satellite studio in Calgary. Birkenthal immediate-
ly signed on.

The intensive four-year course (from 2000-
2004) required Birkenthal to travel to Calgary
three times a year for one-week sessions learn-
ing techniques such as Trapunto, Black Work
and Victorian patch. “There were 20 of us (stu-
dents) in the beginning but only nine of us com-
pleted the program,” the Winnipeg needlework
artist says. “I had no idea that the class was going
to be so difficult. The expectations and home-

work were over-
whelming.”

Over the period of
the program, the stu-
dents who stuck it out
to the end became
close friends. “We
wanted to stay togeth-
er after we finished,”
Birkenthal says, “so
we formed a group
we called
‘Articulation’ –which

describes what we do.
We get together at
least once a year (and
sometimes more
often) – at a different
location every year –
for a study session
and we have an exhi-
bition of our work at
the same time.”

The first such semi-
nar and exhibition
was at the military
base at Cold Lake,
Alberta. (One of the
group’s members is
married to a member
of the Canadian mili-
tary who is stationed
at Cold Lake.)

“At Cold Lake, we
were invited to create
works of art for an
opera that was being
written at the time,”
Birkenthal says. “The
opera opened in
Calgary with our
works on display.”

The group has met
and mounted exhibi-
tions in Okotoks and
Vancouver, Victoria
last March, Regina
this past August and
Winnipeg where they
had an exhibition at
the Mennonite
Heritage Centre on
Shaftesbury in
September and
October.

Each exhibit,
Birkenthal says, is
built around a specific
theme. In Victoria, for
example, the theme
was the rain forest. In
Winnipeg, the inspi-
ration was architec-
ture. Birkenthal had
two needlework
pieces in the

Winnipeg display.
Next September, the group will be meeting

and exhibiting in New Brunswick (where the
group member from Cold Lake and her husband
have been transferred). 

* * *
Arnold Nydis, who passed away in early

January at the age of 83, was a live long artist
who never did exhibit his many works of art.
While he did attend the Winnipeg School of Art
for a short time, his sister, Terri Gutnick says,
Nydis was largely self-taught. 

“Our father died when we were in our early
teens,” Gutnick says. “Our mother couldn’t
afford to put Arnie through art school.”

Nydis grew up on Magnus and attended Isaac
Newton School. He worked at Eatons in the
framing department for a few years after he fin-
ished school. At 28, he began painting full time.

“Arnie painted a lot of country scenes and still
lifes,” Gutnick says. “If someone liked one of his
paintings, he would give that person the paint-
ing, He never sold any.”

She notes that the Winnipeg Art Gallery used
to call in her brother to touch up paintings that
had been scratched in delivery.

“Arnie was a very good-natured person,” his
sister says. “We used to talk to each other every
day.”

Winnipeg Jewish artist looks to centuries-old
training program to further her needlework talent
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Social Notes

Maze l  TovMaze l  TovMaze l  TovMaze l  TovMaze l  Tov
To Marcy Stronger

on your special birthday
Love

Barry, Michael, Zoa,

Elizabeth and Lyle

• 1 Day Repairs
• Name Pendants
• Chai's & Mezzuzot
• Diamonds & Gold
• Movado • Tag • Bulova
• Watch Repairs

CALL OR VISIT

CUSTOM JEWELLERY
DESIGNS

194 Osborne St. 949-0715

Thinking of Buying a Property in Toronto? 

I Can Help You!    Experienced & Professional 

Linda Posner Segal M.Ed.  

Former Winnipegger

SUTTON GROUP ASSOCIATES

Sales Representative   

Office 416 966-0300

Cell 416 721-4366    

“Trust Makes All The Difference”

lsegal@trebnet.com

www.lindasegalhomes.com

MIRIAM BIRKENTHAL holding one of her
needleworks.

Self portrait of late artist ARNOLD NYDIS
as a young man.

OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE
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plandaction.gc.ca
1 800 O-Canada

actionplan.gc.ca
1 800 O-Canada

If you’ve recently lost your job, or are afraid you 
might, Canada’s Economic Action Plan can help. 

Five extra weeks of Employment Insurance (EI) 
regular benefits
Increasing the duration of EI benefits in 
regions of high unemployment
Faster EI claims processing
Extended benefits and skills training for 
workers who have paid into government 
programs for all those years and now 
need assistance

Call or visit to learn more.

Here to 
support you

Si vous avez récemment perdu votre emploi ou craignez de le
perdre, le Plan d’action économique du Canada peut vous aider.

Jusqu’à cinq semaines de prestations d’assurance-emploi 
régulières supplémentaires
Prolongation de la période de prestations d’assurance-emploi 
dans les régions les plus touchées
Traitement accéléré des demandes de prestations 
d’assurance-emploi
Prestations additionnelles et formation professionnelle 
pour les travailleuses et travailleurs qui ont participé 
pendant des années aux programmes du gouvernement 
et ont aujourd’hui besoin d’aide

Appelez ou visitez le site Web pour en savoir plus.

L’aide dont 
vous avez besoin



Lesley Jacob,
Camp Massad
Director and “Ima”
for the last nine
years, will be retir-
ing from her role at
the end of this
month.

Jacob will be 62
years young in May, and although she is
moving on from Massad, she doesn’t see
herself as the kind of person who is going to
retire, per se. “I’m going to take a little time
off, and then probably do something part-
time,” she said. “But with Massad, it just
feel like it’s time for me to move on – time
for somebody younger.” 

Jacob has been working with youth all her
life. She described it as “really something.
They’re so special, creative, and make you
smile all the time. You have to know how to
approach them – basically, you have to be
real with them. Camp is a business with a
human component, and there’s nothing
more important than people’s children.” 

Working at a camp is definitely distinct
from any other jobs out there, and something
Jacob said she will never regret. “Camp cre-
ates a community for kids. I’ve loved every-
thing about it, especially the kids, and would-
n’t trade the experience for anything. I hope
to be leaving the Massad kids with a new
understanding of the need for acceptance,
comfort, and warmth.” 

Jacob noted that her mother passed away

when she was 12. “That maybe made me a
different kind of mother, and also made me
back away from the community. Being
Massad Ima was an amazing way for me to
get back into it in a very rewarding way.” 

At a young age, Jacob’s son, Hart, was not
at first a fan of camp as he didn’t like sleep-
ing away. “When he went on March of the
Living, I told him we couldn’t pick him up in
Poland, so he’d better be sure. As it turned
out, he loved it. The next year, he applied to

both camps [B’nai
Brith and Massad],
deciding he wanted
to be a counsellor.
He chose Massad,
and worked his way
up to being program
director. It was great
being able to work
together with him.” 

Before Jacob,
Marla Arnovitch was
Massad Director for
two years, and Linda
Bloomfield for eight
years before that.
The “grand dame” of
“imot” was Liona

Billinkoff, who was there
for some 25 years.
(Billinkoff started the
camp in 1953.
Massadnicks are throwing
her a party on Feb. 28 to
celebrate her 90th birth-
day.)

Regina Teplitsky (32)
will be next to take up the
role of “Massad Ima”.
Originally from Russia,
she immigrated to Israel
with her family when she
was 13. For over a
decade, Teplitsky worked
in community-based pro-
grams and resource devel-
opment in Israel. She is
fluent in English, Hebrew,
and Russian, and holds a
BA in Sociology and
Education, and an MA in
Public Policy. 

Deciding to move to Winnipeg from Israel
because of security concerns was a hard, but
important decision for Teplitsky. “We were
living in Ashkelon, a place in Israel that has
been bombed a lot the last few years. We just
decided we didn’t want our child to be raised
with bombs and sirens all around. Still, it was
hard. My husband and I really love Israel and
consider ourselves Israelis in our hearts and
souls.”

Seven months ago, Teplitsky, her husband,
and their daughter moved to Winnipeg.
Before Massad, she worked as a sponsored
executive for the United Way.

On January 4, 2010, Teplitsky began work-
ing in the Massad office, and is being trained
by Jacob until the end of February. “I had
other opportunities, but I chose this organiza-
tion because it’s within the Jewish communi-
ty. It’s a really big challenge, and I’m so glad
to be here. I will try to do my best. Having
Lesley [Jacob] and a very hard working
board, I’m really blessed. This year will be an
amazing one.

“I’m in touch with many new immigrants
from Israel, Argentina, and Russia who I’d like
to offer information and awareness about
Massad.” 
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Outgoing Camp Massad Administrator, LESLEY JACOB with new
Administrator, REGINA TEPLITSKY.

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

Lesley Jacob shows the ropes to new Massad “Ima”
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Support available for Jewish 

alcoholics & addicts

Jewish individuals who are challenged
by alcohol or chemical addiction or their
family members now have help available
within the Jewish community. Supported
by Jewish Child and Family Service, JACS,
Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent
Persons and Significant Others (www.jac-
sweb.org<http://www.jacsweb.org/), is a
voluntary mutual-help group dedicated
to: helping develop and sustain recovery
from alcoholism or addiction in a nurtur-
ing and safe environment, promoting
knowledge and understanding of alco-
holism and chemical dependency as it
involves the Jewish community, and act-
ing as a resource to the Jewish communi-
ty to address the effects of alcoholism and
chemical dependency. Weekly support
meetings with a “Jewish twist” assist in
complementing other recovery supports.

Anyone interested in information on
Jewish addiction recovery supports for
themselves or a loved one can contact
JACS Winnipeg at the number in the ad
below. Please read the ad for details about
meeting times and locations.

Lake Kinneret rises 
JERUSALEM (JTA) — The level of Lake Kinneret has risen by more than 34 inches in the past

two months. Water Authority workers returned to work Sunday for the first time since begin-
ning a strike in November. 

The measurement of Lake Kinneret is the first since the strike, and follows heavy rains
throughout the country during the month of January. It was the largest January rainfall in five
years, according to the Jerusalem Post. 

Another 15 feet are needed to bring the Kinneret to full capacity.

Netanyahu’s teen son wins Bible Quiz
JERUSALEM (JTA) — Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s youngest child won the

Jerusalem district’s Bible Quiz. 
Avner Netanyahu, 15, with Wednesday’s victory will represent the Jerusalem public school

district in the national Bible Quiz to be held later this year. 
Avner scored 98 out of 100 to defeat 50 opponents, Israel National News reported. 
His mother, Sara, has three older brothers who have won the national Bible Quiz and her

father is an expert in Bible study, the news service reported. 
Benjamin and Sara Netanyahu have two sons; the prime minister also has a daughter from a

previous marriage. Huckabee calls U.S. pressure on Israel ‘disturbing’

Israel hits Gaza tunnels in response to barrel bombs
JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israel destroyed two Gaza smuggling tunnels in response to Hamas’

attempt to attack Israeli targets in the Mediterranean Sea. 
Israel’s Air Force on Tuesday night struck the tunnels used by Hamas in the southern Gaza

Strip, according to the Israel Defense Forces. 
On Wednesday, a third explosives-laden barrel released by Palestinian terrorists washed up

on the beach at Palmachim, in central Israel. Also, a Kassam rocket fired from Gaza landed
near Sderot in southern Israel, causing no damage or injuries.

One of the tunnels hit was used for the infiltration of terrorists into Israel and the other for
smuggling weapons, according to the IDF. Three Gazan Palestinians were injured in the attack,
according to Palestinian reports. 

The IDF said the strike was in retaliation for Hamas’ attempt to blow up Israeli targets in the
Mediterranean using explosives-laden barrels, two of which washed up Monday on the shores
of southern Israeli beaches in Ashdod and Ashkelon. Several others reportedly exploded in the
sea last Friday. 

The attack also was in retaliation for a rocket shot Tuesday from Gaza at a civilian area in
southern Israel, the IDF said. No injuries or damage were reported. Some 19 rockets were fired
at Israel from Gaza last month. 

Israeli police continue to patrol beaches looking for additional explosives, and have called
on the public to be alert for suspicious objects, Haaretz reported. Police also are using heli-
copters to look for more explosives. They are concerned that storms predicted for the rest of
the week will wash other barrels ashore. 

The Jerusalem Post reported that Abu Saed, a spokesman for the Popular Resistance
Committees, a Gaza faction with close ties to Hamas, said that many unexploded barrel
bombs are still in the sea. Saed said the attack was to avenge the assassination last month of
Hamas operative Mahmoud al-Mabhouh in a Dubai hotel room. Hamas has accused Israel of
the murder. 

Israel warns ships in Mediterranean 
JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israel’s Port Authority warned all ships in the Mediterranean Sea to be

alert for explosive devices floating near beaches in southern Israel. 
Beaches remained closed Tuesday, the day the warning was issued, as several suspicious

objects were reported at southern beaches. 
A day earlier, two explosive devices in barrels were discovered near southern Israeli beach-

es in Ashkelon and Ashdod, according to reports, and deactivated by police sappers. 
Also Tuesday, a Kassam rocket fired from the Gaza Strip landed in southern Israel. No injuries

or damage were reported. 

162 Cumberland Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3N5

1.800.494.0389

www.romspen.com

For a healthy retirement income count on Romspen.

Although an RRSP or RRIF is for building a retirement income, many
portfolios hold risky volatile investments and/or low yielding GIC’s.
Perhaps you should consider a consistent performer like the
$500,000,000 Romspen Mortgage Investment Fund which, every 
year since inception, has distributed compounded interest to its
RRSP/RRIF investors of between 8.7% and 10.5%. Note that future
returns are not guaranteed.

Investments with interest income grow substantially larger in a 
tax-sheltered RRSP or RRIF. See the $100,000 chart example. 

Learn more about Romspen and why it’s been such a consistent
income producer. Call for an information package today!
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Chapel Lawn Cemetery & Funeral Home

Proud to Serve in Your Community
4000 Portage Avenue www.chapellawn.mb.ca

Is pleased to announce in conjunction with Temple Shalom
A new and segregated Jewish Cemetery within our property

Traditional as well as Alternative Jewish burial at

Bet Chaim…Mikdash Shalom
For information call

453-1625 Temple Shalom

982-8108 Terri Hlady Chapel Lawn

Temple Shalom  
Is please to announce 

A new and segregated Jewish Cemetery 
Alternative as well as Traditional Jewish burial at

Bet Chaim…Mikdash Shalom
On the property of

Chapel Lawn Funeral Home
Proud to Serve in Your Community

4000 Portage Avenue
www.chapellawn.mb.ca

For information call  
453-1625 Temple Shalom

982-8108 Terri Hlady  Chapel Lawn

Temple Shalom Activities
February:

Fri. Feb. 12 at 7:30 PM: Shabbat Service lay led by Fern Swedlove & Sid
Chapnick

Fri. Feb. 19 at 7:30 PM: Shabbat Service lay led with Cantor Len Udow
Fri. Feb. 26 at 7:30 PM: Shabbat Purim Service & Shpiel led by Rabbi Karen

Soria with Cantor Len Udow. Music to the tunes of Abba!
Sat. Feb. 27 at 10:00 AM: Torah Shabbat Service – led by Rabbi Karen Soria
Sat. Feb. 27 at 7:30 PM: Havdallah & Adult Ed. – led by Rabbi Karen Soria.

Topic: Who is a Jew?
Sun. Feb. 28 at 10:00 AM” Megillah Reading led by Rabbi Karen Soria “Listen

to an Original” –scribed by our own Irma Penn! Come in a Purim costume and
bring your gragger! Please call if you are attending: 453-1625

Sun. Feb. 28 at 11:30 AM – “Thirteen Somethings” –led by Rabbi Karen Soria
-A program for 12-13-14 year olds. Come and participate in a hamentashen
bake!
March:

Fri. Mar. 5 at 7:30 PM: Shabbat Across Canada -”Kol Isha: Women’s Voices in
Prayer and Song” -Created and coordinated by Ariel Lee, lay leader, and Janet
Goetze-Pelletier, choir leader; with participation by women from the congre-
gation. The creative liturgy and musical selections are written and composed by
women, including Ariel and Janet.

Fri. Mar. 12 at 7:30 PM: Shabbat Service – lay led by Faye Mount
Sat. Mar. 13 - Temple Shalom Fundraiser Event: 

6:30 PM: An Elegant Dinner served by Chef Ariel Schor of the
Fairmont! 

8:00 PM: Fabulous Concert by “Insisto” a 4 woman percussion group!
“It’s a little Cirque du Soleil, Stomp and Feist.” More than a musical group – a
sense of theatre! The women use a wide range of hand drums and percussion
instruments, including conga drums, rain stick shakers, xylophones and accor-
dions. The group members also use their bodies to create sounds, for example,
slapping their boots and beat-boxing, which requires making drum noises with
your mouth. You’ll love their voices in song as well! Appearances include the
Fringe Festival, and MasterWorks series! Tickets: Dinner & Concert: $50.
Concert only: $25. Please call Temple Shalom for more information and to
reserve tickets – 453-1625!

Fri. Mar. 19 at 8:00 PM: Shabbat Service lay led by Alan Finkel with Cantor
Len Udow and the Friday Night Live Band featuring Cantor Len Udow: gui-
tar/vocals; Janet Pelletier-Goetze: keyboard/clarinet/vocals; David Pelletier:
drums; Jon Gosselin: bass

Fri. Mar. 26 at 7:30 PM: Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria with
Cantor Len Udow

Sat. Mar. 27 at 9:00 AM:  Tot Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria -
Music, a little story...just enough for little attention spans! Afterwards we’ll have
juice and Timbits (and coffee for the adults!).

New Teacher’s Guide for Eskin’s
bible songs for kids hits the market
Story and photo by
REBECA 
KUROPATWA 

Winnipegger, Michael
Eskin, released his first
CD, “Michael Eskin
Performs – Genesis with a
Little of Exodus” in 2008,
a compilation of bible sto-
ries he and son, Joshua,
put to music for children. 

Now, a teacher’s guide
to his CD is out, adding a
whole new realm of pos-
sibilities. 

Born in Birmingham,
England, Eskin did his
PhD in toxicology, and
immigrated to Canada in
1968. He is an experi-
enced cantor, folk singer,
and long-time Sesame
Street Canada contributor.
Today, he is a University of Manitoba (U of
M) food science professor and associate
dean, and author of nine books.

Turning the cover page of the guide over,
readers will see it is highly recommended,
with a message from the United Kingdom’s
Chief Rabbi, Sir Jonathan Sacks. In it, Sacks
writes: “Michael Eskin has produced a won-
derful CD of songs about Torah and Jewish
faith, to which Jason Marantz, one of our
most gifted educators, has now added as a
teacher’s guide...may it be used wisely to
plant faith in the fertile soil of children’s
minds and souls.”

Marantz is an educator living in northwest
London, originally from Winnipeg. He is
currently Head Teacher of Wolfson Hillel Primary School in Southgate,
London, and has an MA in Literacy Learning and Literacy Difficulties.

According to Marantz, the teacher’s guide’s “activities allow children
to understand, explore, interpret, represent, and extend the ideas pre-
sented within the songs...designed to be broad and creative.

“The songs can be taught in whichever order suits your needs...Each
activity contains a synopsis of the song and clear learning objec-
tives...[with] key skills for development [like] writing, speaking, lis-
tening, sketching, and representing.”

Eskin said he made a point of being as true to the original text as pos-
sible so “the verses provide an opportunity for children to really learn
and understand these bible stories, making the songs interesting and
fun to sing along to.” 

The bible stories cover the generations of Adam to Noah, and Noah
to Avraham. Next up, Eskin is already planning to make a CD on
Jewish holidays. 

The musical styling ranges from folk to reggae, klezmer, country, and
even rap. And, the video for the last song on the CD, The Pesach Rap,
can be viewed on YouTube. 

“The lyrics of the songs on the CD are definitely catchy, with each
song telling a Torah story in an upbeat, engaging way,” said Eskin.

The first song, “The Creation”, illustrates this well – “In the beginning
there was nothing at all/’Til God made the earth in the shape of a
ball/But all was so dark that He then ordered light/Which made for this
world its first day and night.”

According to Leana Lakser, a former principal and educator in
Winnipeg and Toronto, her grandchildren love the songs on Eskin’s
CD, noting “It enhances the study of the Torah by bringing these sto-
ries to life.”

The Teacher’s Guide is already being used locally by Chabad
Winnipeg and Margaret Park School, as well as in Toronto, Israel, the
UK, Baltimore, Chicago, and New York. It is anticipated also to be
available in other schools, camps, libraries, stores, and youth groups
in the near future.

Activities in the guide are geared for kids ages 8-10, but they can be
modified and adapted to suit audiences of all ages. 

The CD and guide are available in Winnipeg at Grant Park Mall’s
McNally Robinson or Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, in Toronto at Israel
Book and Gift, or directly from the artist online at www.eskinmusic.ca.
The project is supported by the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

MICHAEL ESKIN

JASON MARANTZ



By MARTIN ZEILIG

Mitch Podolak points to the tiny different
coloured pins stuck into a map of Western
Canada that’s tacked onto a wall in a room
adjacent to his office at Home Routes — a
not-for-profit organization that arranges house
concerts with top artists mostly across the
prairies and Yukon.

Each pin represents a location in a particu-
lar HR circuit, or tour.

Located in a non-descript single storey
house at 2-156 Sherbrook Street, HR – which
began three years ago as a music agency,
Walnut Street Music Company – “is about
world-class musicians, known and unknown
alike, performing complete concerts in the
comfortable intimacy of private homes and
other non-traditional spaces,” says informa-
tion found on HR’s website.

“If you join Home Routes, we’re going to
send a charming and delightful young man,
who is quite expert at these matters, to visit
you and between him and yourself, we’re sure
it can be worked out.” 

“Just imagine your living room as a concert
hall with 25-40 of your closest friends and
their closest friends gathered for an evening of
great music,” says Podolak, HR’s artistic direc-
tor, and the founder of the Winnipeg and
Vancouver Folk Festivals and Winnipeg’s West
End Cultural Centre.

“Each of our 10 circuits consists of consecu-
tive shows 12 nights out of 14.”

Artists travel to the concert locations in their
own vehicles, he adds.

“They don’t work for us,” emphasizes
Podolak, 62, whose wife, Ava Kobrinsky, is
HR’s General Manager – one of a total of six
employees in the organization.

“We’re animators. We help them create a six
show season. So, each circuit does its own
season. We bring music to where people live.”

In 2008, Farm TV filmed a five minute seg-
ment, which is available on HR’s website, of a
concert taking place with well known artists
Washboard Hank and Lance Loree in the
home of Frank and Deb Gregorash in
Coaldale, Alberta– not far from Lethbridge.

“To have music of this calibre in your home
is really exciting,” says Deb Gregorash during
an on-air interview.

The Gregorash’s had invited quite a few of
their neighbours and friends – who were seen
smiling and laughing at the antics of the two
colourful entertainers – to attend the concert
which was held in their living room.

Podolak notes that each guest at a home
concert pays a fee of 15 dollars with all the
proceeds going to the performer, except for a
small commission to HR.

“The show they do is the same they’d do
anywhere else,” he says.

“We’ve had 12 Juno winners (Canadian
music awards) perform on Home Routes over
the years. We’re an organized approach to
planning home-based shows that ensures a
fun time for the presenter and the artist.”

The infrastructure for music in Canada dur-
ing the winter is small, and the competition is
tough, acknowledges Podolak, 62, adding that
the Province of Manitoba has been supportive
of HR’s efforts and the Canada Council is
about to give them project money.

“They’re all competing for the same venues,
which outside of house concerts are few,” he
says, adding that HR has also begun working
on creating winter folk festivals.

“We’re addressing the lack of infrastructure
for musicians. We’ve created something that’s
never existed before in the arts anywhere – a

non-profit community with a national board
of directors whose
whole task is to cre-
ate infrastructure. So,
when an artist gets
12 gigs from us,
that’s a professional
tour. If you get hired
by us, you make a
living wage.”

Podolak, who grew
up in a musical, left-
wing Jewish family
in Toronto, encour-
ages artists interested
in being part of HR’s
concert circuit to
mail in a package
including a record-
ing that demonstrates
“your ability to per-
form acoustically”
without a sound sys-
tem.

“Also please include

some proof of your performance chops with a
live recording or video,” he says.

“If we’ve never seen your act before, we
need a clear indication of your musical chops
and your performance skills.”

For more information, call 480-3380; fax:
786-6259; Email: homeroutes@homer-
outes.ca; web: www.homeroutes.ca

Mitch Podolak – Winnipeg Folk Festival founder now
into helping young musicians give private concerts
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MITCH PODOLAK
“addressing the lack of infrastructure 

for musicians”

Looking for a Hebrew language/cultural
celebration program for K-6?
ENGLISH-HEBREW BILINGUAL PROGRAM

The English-Hebrew Bilingual Program is offered at Margaret
Park School in the Seven Oaks School Division to children from
kindergarten to grade six. The kindergarten program operates half-
days in the morning with instruction being primarily in Hebrew
providing children with a solid base for further learning. The
teachers gently introduce the children to Hebrew through the use
of songs, dance and play activities. Additional half-day kinder-
garten programming and on-site daycare is available. In grades
one through six, one half of the day is devoted to Hebrew lan-
guage instruction with the other half following the prescribed
Manitoba school curriculum in English. Basic French is also
offered beginning in grade four, thus enhancing the child’s lan-
guage education. The EHBP program offers its students the oppor-
tunity to learn and celebrate their Jewish culture, heritage and tra-
ditions. For more information please call Margaret Park School at
338-9384.



By MYRON LOVE

Sean and Cheryl
Smith and their
family enjoy
going on
Caribbean cruis-
es. Two years ago,
during a stopover
at St. Thomas in
the Virgin Islands,
they dropped in at
the synagogue on
the island at a
time when a bar
mitzvah hap-
pened to be tak-
ing place. 

“It was a lovely
experience,” says
Cheryl Smith.

On December
31, the Smith family (Sean, Cheryl, Alexa and
Ryan) and 30-odd members of their extended
family returned to the Hebrew Congregation
of St. Thomas to celebrate Alexa’s bat mitzvah
at the historic synagogue.

“It was Alexa’s idea,” her mother says. “She
wanted to celebrate her bat mitzvah is some
place that was a little more intimate and dif-
ferent.” 

The Hebrew Congregation of St. Thomas is
the second oldest congregation in the
Americas and the oldest continuous congre-
gation under the American flag. The congre-
gation built its first synagogue in 1796. The
synagogue was twice destroyed by fire – most
recently in 1831 and twice rebuilt. . A reli-
gious service has been held every Sabbath
since 1833 except September 15, 1995,
when Hurricane Marilyn devastated the
island. 

At its peak in the 1850s, the congregation
numbered between 400 and 500 people. The

congregation today numbers 80 full-time
member units, and 15 sponsors (part-time
island residents). The synagogue, a National
Historic Landmark, is an architectural and
historical gem. Located on top of a hill, the
synagogue was built in the Sephardic style,
since its original congregants migrated as a
result of the Spanish Inquisition. In Sephardic
architecture, the seating permits congregants
to face one another. Also in keeping with
Sephardic architecture, the bimah is opposite
the arc in which our six Torahs are housed.

The sand on the floor is a remnant of the
days of the Marranos, (Jews during the
Spanish Inquisition who were forced to con-
vert to Christianity but who secretly contin-

ued to practice their Judaism). Since practis-
ing Judaism was punishable by death, they
met in cellars with sand covering the floor in
order to muffle the sounds of their prayers. 

For the Smith family, the first challenge was
to find a cruise ship that would be docking at
St. Thomas on Monday, Thursday or
Saturday. Sean and Cheryl then got in touch
with Rabbi Shimon Moch, the congrega-
tion’s spiritual leader.

“We started planning the bat mitzvah last
February,” Cheryl says. “We had to find out
about transportation and caterers and other
service providers. The congregation mem-
bers – and the synagogue past president in
particular – were very helpful. 

“We were surprised to find out how large
the Jewish community on St. Thomas is,” she
says. “The synagogue hosts services every
Friday and all the yom tovs and has a num-
ber of charitable projects.”

Alexa – who is in Grade 7 at the Gray
Academy - led the Thursday morning service
from beginning to end and also read the
three Torah parshas. “We wanted to honour
everybody who came with us (including
grandparents Ed and Marilyn Smith and
Mickey and Roslyn Rosenberg) so we tried
to include everyone in the service,” Cheryl
says.

She notes that many of their fellow pas-
sengers from the cruise ship as well as from
other cruise ships also dropped in for the
service (as the Smiths did two years ago).

“I was really happy with the way my bat
mitzvah turned out,” Alexa says.

Cheryl adds that the family has already
booked the Hebrew Congregation of St.
Thomas for Ryan’s bar mitzvah in 2013. She
further notes that because of her family’s
experience there, some of their friends are
considering having their own children’s bar
and bat mitzvahs in St. Thomas.

Smith family celebrates bat mitzvah in second
oldest synagogue in the Americas 
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The Asper Helping Hand Initiative

The Asper Helping Hand Initiative, an
interest-free loan program, is now in its
sixth year of assisting members of the
Jewish community of Manitoba who are
experiencing a temporary financial hard-
ship. Funding for this program is support-
ed generously by The Asper Foundation. A
borrower must be a Jewish resident of
Manitoba and be able to demonstrate
both a need for the loan as well as the
ability to repay it. Applicants must be able
to provide qualified guarantors who are
willing to cosign for the loan. These inter-
est free loans have assisted students,
seniors, single parents, longtime residents
and newcomers to Canada.

A recipient from the loan program had
these words of appreciation for the loan
she received:

“I just wanted to express my apprecia-
tion for the loan that I received. It allowed
me to purchase my first home which was
quite a milestone for me. Being a single
parent, with financial limitations, the loan
helped me to realize my dream of being a
homeowner. As a result my future, and
that of my children, is more stable and
secure.”

If you wish to find out about applying
for a loan please see the contact informa-
tion in the accompanying ad below or
view the JCFS website for more details.
www.jcfswinnipeg.org

Attendees included many passengers from their cruise ship, as well
as other cruise ships.

Sean and Cheryl Smith with children Ryan
and Alexa.



Story and photos by REBECA
KUROPATWA

Winnipeg teens celebrated
Tu B’Shvat (the New Year of
the Trees) by singing for trees,
and had a pretty good time
doing it too. 

On Feb. 3 at 7 p.m., a musi-
cal entertainment evening
was held at Shaarey Zedek’s
first ever teen coffeehouse,
celebrating Tu B’Shvat. All
money raised that evening
went toward planting trees in
Israel through the Jewish
National Fund (JNF).

“It was time to do some
more teen programming at
Shaarey Zedek,” said Leslie
Emery, Shaarey Zedek
Program Coordinator. “It’s
been a while since we’ve had
much happening for
teenagers around here.” 

Emery’s younger sister,
Emily Hajer, is a 16-year-old
musician and Kelvin High
school student. This helped
turn Emery’s mind in the
direction of a coffeehouse. “I
thought it would work well,”
she said. “I’ve been to a cou-
ple coffeehouses at Kelvin
High and they were really
good.” 

Some 30 teens (and a few
parents and grandparents)
came out for the event.

The evening included a sur-
prise appearance by stand-up
comedian, Adam Schwartz.

“Men and women see the
world completely differently,”
said Shwartz. “Women are all about exercis-
ing, girl power, and wearing high heels. Men
are all into video games and sweatpants. I
don’t understand why they want to make
video games for women. That would be like
taking another gender and making them
equally useless.” 

A broad mix of music was performed
(including some original pieces), such as
“Minyan Man”, “Inspector Gadget”, “Siren”,
“I’m Yours”, and “Everlong”.

Emily Hajer and Leslie Emery planned the
Tu B’Shvat event, aided by Avi Posen, the new
Session Leader with Machon Madrichim who
performed the song by Shlock Rock, “Minyan
Man.” 

The event tech crew was headed up by 17-
year-old Kelvin High School student, Casey
Forsyth. He set up all the lights and sound
equipment. The night’s closing act was the
band “Frieso”, consisting of Dashiel
Brockman on guitar and vocals, Claire
Boning on drums and vocals, and Michael
Etkin on keyboard.

Emery has been working at Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue for over 10 years in various
capacities. She coordinates programs, does
weekly Torah reading, teaches Bar and Bat
Mitzvah classes, and conducts family services
with the synagogue’s associate rabbi
Lawrence Pinsker. 

She officially started working as Program
Coordinator last December. “One of my
goals for this year is to revive teen program-
ming at the synagogue,” said Emery. “This
event was the kicker. 

“Now that we know that this event was a
success, we’ll do more teen events. We’re
hoping for many more future fun times with
music. It’s all about kids who want to play,
kick back, with a friendly audience – just
have a good time.”

Teens celebrate Tu B’Shvat with music
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Frieso’s DASHIEL BROCKMAN and CLAIRE BONING.

Sisters EMILY HAJER and CORINNE HAJER
with Shaarey Zedek Program Coordinator
LESLIE EMERY, who is also their older sister.

DANIEL KROFT and EMILY HAJER.

AVI POSEN
ADAM SCHWARTZ,

Comedian.

Human Right Watch: Hamas targeted
Israeli civilians 

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Human Rights Watch rejected a Hamas claim that the Palestinians
did not target Israeli civilians with rockets during the Gaza war. 

In a statement Thursday, the human rights group said there is strong evidence that
“Hamas’ claim that rockets were intended to hit Israeli military targets and only acciden-
tally harmed civilians is belied by the facts.” 

A Hamas commission investigated claims in the United Nations’ Goldstone report and
will turn the report over to the United Nations before the Feb. 5 deadline set for respons-
es, according to reports. 

The Goldstone report found that both Israel and the Palestinians committed possible
war crimes and crimes against humanity in last winter’s Gaza war. The report asked both
sides to order independent probes. 

Human Rights Watch said that Hamas deliberately targeted civilians with rockets dur-
ing the Gaza war and restated that targeting civilians is a war crime, the French news
agency AFP reported. 

The Hamas report was obtained and reported by the Associated Press. 
Hamas and other Palestinian groups fired more than 800 rockets into southern Israel

during the three-week war; most hit civilian areas.
Hamas also fired the rockets from civilian areas, which Human Rights Watch also called

a war crime, according to the AP. 
The United Nations has threatened to turn the cases over to international courts if the

sides do not conduct independent investigations. 



By MARTIN ZEILIG

When speaking with Dr. Reese Halter, one
soon becomes aware that he truly fits his self-
described label - “an inveterate optimist.”

“What we know today empowers us not to
make the same mistakes as yesteryear,” says
the Winnipeg born and raised conservation
biologist/syndicated science writer/ best-sell-
ing author/public speaker/television host and
founder of the international conservation
institute Global Forest Science during a con-
versation from his office in Agoura Hills,
southern California.

Halter holds degrees in physical geography,
forests resource management and eco-stress
tree physiology from the University of
Winnipeg, the University of British Columbia
and The University of Melbourne, respective-
ly, notes biographical information

“Over the last two decades Global Forest
Science has been involved in short circuiting
ecological disasters, protecting fragile
ecosystems and providing worldwide chil-
dren’s ecological education,” continues the
provided material.

“A few of their victories include: legislation
in British Columbia and Ottawa to protect the
threatened west slope cutthroat trout of
British Columbia and Alberta, protection of
the world’s largest ant colony in Japan, using
trees and forests in Alaska, British Columbia,

Georgia, Manitoba and Wyoming as a
barometer of climate change, opening an
international insect quarantine facility at
Simon Fraser University in British Columbia,
saving New Zealand’s multi-billion dollar
forestry and agriculture industries from the
Australian painted-apple moth, and under-
standing dieback of the tallest trees on earth -

California red-
woods.”

Halter has been an

adjunct professor at
both the University
of Victoria and
Humboldt State
University. Currently
he lectures at
California State
Lutheran in environ-
mental sciences.

His awards
include: The
Daughters of the
American Revolution
Gold Medal for
Conservation for
“outstanding envi-
ronmental aware-
ness achievements”
throughout the
United States of
America and the
Western Hemi-
sphere through PBS’s
Dr. Reese’s Planet
(2005); and, the
Humboldt State
University Presi-
dent’s Distinguished
Service Award for
Halter’s “inimitable

leadership in redwood canopy biological
research” (2004).

In 2007 Halter addressed the United
Nations congress on World Habitat Day on
the role of urban trees in assisting with com-
bating climate change.

The most current information leads to the
best decisions, insists Halter, whose father,
the well known lawyer and entrepreneur
Aubrey Halter, and mother, Nola Halter, died
in 2009 and 1998, respectively.

“This is important,” he says.
“In 1967, Dr. Rachel Carson (author of

Silent Spring - the 1962 book that helped
launch the environmental movement) ripped
the lid off Pandora’s Box and brought to the
world’s attention that the U.S. and other
countries were poisoning themselves to
death.”

As an example, Halter observes that the
Bald Eagle population fell dangerously close
to being wiped off the map because of expo-
sure to DDT.

“What Carson did was to show the world
that there is a big problem. But, what it cre-
ated, and is still evident today, was an ‘us ver-
sus them’ environment: the Green movement
versus the corporate world,” he says.

“The crucial thing everybody today under-
stands is that we are all in the same boat and
we’re having a difficult time agreeing to dis-
agree. But, we must take care of the environ-
ment because humans have laid indelible
footprints all over the globe.”

And, all parents want at least as good, if not
a better future for their children, contends

Halter, 43, a father of three young adults,
whose latest book is The Incomparable
Honey Bee, (Rocky Mountain Books), as well
as the author of the upcoming book
Detoxifying the Oceans (CRC Press).

“The point is we must take care of fresh
water, soil, wild forest, rivers, lake and the
oceans,” he adds.

“What you’re seeing today are many blue
chip corporations that are making strong
profits and taking care of the environment.”

He points to such companies as the North
Carolina based Burt’s Bees, which makes over
150 personal care products; General Electric;
Safeway; Walmart; and, Starbucks - who, as
Halter explains, have stopped the practice of
clear cutting in uneven aged older planta-
tions in Central America in order to protect
songbird habitat.

“These and other companies have consci-
entiously created environmentally aware pro-
grams,” he says.

“The whole environmental movement is
changing. Fear is reported in the media
because it sells. It keeps people down. But,
there are thousands of feel good stories each
day that we have to seek out. They’re there.”

For further information, see the following
websites: http://DrReese.com
http://DrReese.wordpress.com

Dr. Reese Halter - bestselling author and scientist in great demand by media

14 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, February 10, 2010

Profile

Simply call our office at 694-3332, and use your Visa or
Mastercard to order or extend your subscription today.

Start a new two-year subscription to

or extend your current subscription for
another two years - for just $85*
and here's what we'll give you:

*price includes P.S.T and G.S.T.

(doesn't expire until Sept. 30, 2010)

 the   latest the   latest the  latest

and a copy of a great new CD from a fabulous local duo:
Sophie Sarbit and Ariel Posen

from Celia's Jewellery

A Star of David pendant

“The crucial thing everybody today understands is that
we are all in the same boat and we’re having a difficult
time agreeing to disagree. But, we must take care of the

environment because humans have laid indelible
footprints all over the globe.”

DR. REESE HALTER 
- son of Aubrey and Nola Halter



Story and photos by REBECA
KUROPATWA

January 27 is the date of the
liberation of Auschwitz, and is
commemorated around the
world as the United Nations
International Holocaust
Remembrance Day.

On this date in 2010, B’nai
Brith Manitoba held a candle
lighting memorial ceremony to
commemorate the 65th anniver-
sary of the liberation of
Auschwitz by Soviet troops on
Jan 27, 1945. The ceremony took
place at 12 noon in the
Holocaust Education Centre at
the Asper JCC, attended by a few
dozen people.

At the event Alan Yusim, B’nai
Brith Canada Regional Director,
noted the significance of how,
on this same day, at the Forks
in downtown Winnipeg,
Canadian Museum for
Human Rights (CMHU) held
bilateral and roundtable dis-
cussions as part of the muse-
um’s content and story gather-
ing cross-Canada tour. 

“Some of these discussions
revealed there are groups
opposed to a permanent
place in the museum for the
Holocaust, challenging its sig-
nificance and uniqueness in
humankind’s history of inhu-
manity,” said Yusim. 

“We must ensure the muse-
um’s content and stories
include a permanent compo-
nent dedicated and devoted
exclusively to the
Holocaust,” he added. “Let
this be a day we rededicate
ourselves to the fight against
hate and anti-Semitism in all
forms.” 

B’nai Brith’s Maria
Fernanda Medina gave open-
ing remarks, followed by a
candle lighting ceremony.
“Malei Rachamim” was sung
by Gustavo Levy, and
“Kaddish” was read by
Viviana Finklestein. The event
closed with Carla Divinsky of
the Holocaust Education
Centre reading out the state-
ment of the UN High
Commissioner for Human
Rights. 

Frank Dimant, Executive
Vice-President of B’nai Brith
Canada, stated: “As we mark
65 years since Soviet troops
liberated Auschwitz, the
death camp where over one
million people were merci-
lessly slaughtered, we must
make sure the Holocaust his-
tory and lessons are remembered as are the memory of the victims. 

“Hitler’s rise to power and the Holocaust didn’t happen in an
instant. The world could have acted when the warning bells started
going off, or as they became louder and louder, but instead chose to
dismiss them as the ravings of a madman.

“As frightening as it is to admit, in 2010, we must again ensure soci-
ety doesn’t sit by complacently as we witness the ugly face of anti-
Semitism rising again, with Der Sturmer-type propaganda appearing

even here in Canada, and a new madman overseas promising the
destruction of the Jewish State. Not just as a matter of words – there
must be action too.” 

Remembering Auschwitz liberation
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“Malei Rachamim” sung by
GUSTAVO LEVY.

ALAN YUSIM, B’nai Brith
Canada Regional Director with
BELLE MILO.

B’nai Brith’s MARIA FERNANDA
MEDINA.

CARLA DIVINSKY of the Holocaust
Education Centre.

“Kaddish” read by VIVIANA
FINKLESTEIN.
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Germany’s Siemens pulling out of Iran 
KRAKOW, Poland (JTA) — The German engineering corporation

Siemens will no longer conduct business with Iran. 
The major firm announced its decision at its annual shareholders

meeting Tuesday. 
The announcement came shortly after German Chancellor Angela

Merkel said at a news conference in Berlin with Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu that she was seriously considering tougher sanc-
tions on the Islamic Republic, which has failed to cooperate on dis-
closing its nuclear ambitions. 

Siemens CEO Peter Loscher said the firm would no longer take
orders from Iran, aside from bids that were open from last fall. Other
companies, however, are slow to follow suit, according to reports. 

Merkel reiterated her position at a news conference Wednesday with
Israeli President Shimon Peres, saying the U.N. Security Council
would be discussing the issue of increased sanctions in February. 

Holocaust survivor awarded high school diploma
TORONTO (JTA) - An 85-year-old Holocaust survivor accepted the

high school diploma he was denied 71 years ago.
Martin Maxwell at age 14 was forced to flee his native Vienna after

Kristallnacht, the Night of Broken Glass, three months shy of earning
his high school certificate.

But in a moving event last Friday, Maxwell was awarded an honorary
diploma from Toronto's York School, a private high school where he
addressed students during last autumn's annual Holocaust Education
Week.

"When he came to speak, he captivated an audience of teenagers for
one hour," school official Sean Mitchell told the Toronto Star. "You
could hear a pin drop. It was truly inspiring."

Mitchell said Maxwell's speech triggered an "outpouring" from stu-
dents and faculty who wanted to honor him with a diploma.

In 1938, Maxwell and his brother were among 10,000 Jewish chil-
dren taken to England through the Kindertransport program. He joined
the British armed forces, became a glider pilot and was one of six glid-
er flyers who took part in the 1944 D-Day invasion at Normandy.

Three months later he was captured in the Battle of Arnhem, in
Holland. Liberated in 1945, he came to Canada in 1952.

The school awarded Maxwell the diploma because "he has inspired
us all to strive for tolerance and world peace," Mitchell told the Star.

Maxwell, who regularly speaks about his experiences through the
Sarah and Chaim Neuberger Holocaust Education Centre of Toronto,
said he wants young people to know that "warfare isn't waving flags
and beating drums. It's terrible."

WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF

 Sunday, February 28th 

  3:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Come in CostumeÖ..
 Games, Bouncer, Raffles, Prizes, Balloon Animals, Face Painting

Interactive Dance Party with Barry Kay,  Karaoke, Costume Parade,  
Shalach Manot, Hot Dogs, Hamentashen 

Admission and games are FREE & the carnival is open to the whole 

Jewish Community, so bring a friend or two!

Food will be available for purchase.

Bring a nonperishable food item for JCFS

Sunday, February 28  5:40 p.m.

Congregational Shabbat Dinner 
Honouring our Mentors

Friday, March 5th 

Sing-along with Joanne Seiff at 5:30 p.m. 
Services 6:00 p.m.   Dinner to follow

On Friday night synagogues across Winnipeg will join together to
celebrate what unifies all Jews- Shabbat.  Everyone is invitedÖsingles,

couples, families, all ages.  After dinner, join us for a very special
conversation about our mentors, those people who have inspired and
guided our lives.  Call 589-6305 for more information and to register.

Menu
Chicken Soup with Matzah Balls

Lemon Chicken 
Oven Roast Baby Potatoes, Chef Vegetable Medley

Fruit Pie, Coffee/Tea/Soft Drinks

 Childrenís Menu
Chicken Soup with Matzah Balls

Chicken Fingers with Fries, Veggies and Dip 
 Chocolate Chip Cookies, Soft Drinks

Adults
Members $24   Non-members-$28 

Children 
Members $11    Non-members- $12 

To register please call 589-6305 by Wednesday, March 2 at noon.
Special dietary requests must be made at the time of registration

Congregation Etz Chayim 123 Matheson Avenue East     Phone: 589-6305

Sunday, February 28th

3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Come in CostumeÖ..
 Games, Bouncer, Raffles, Prizes, Balloon Animals, Face Painting

Karaoke, Costume Parade, Shalach Manot, Hot Dogs, Hamentashen

Barry Kayís Interactive Dance Party 
Admission and games are FREE & the carnival is open to the whole 

Jewish Community, so bring a friend or two!  Food will be available 

for purchase. Bring a nonperishable food item for JCFS

At 5:40 pm, join us for a great Seíudahólight pasta supper

with more dancing and juggling .  For more information and to  

register, please call 589-6305 by Thursday, February 25th 

Saturday Evening,  February 27th at 7:00 p.m.
If you didnít quite hear the whole Megillah the night

before, join us  Sunday, morning February 28th at 9:00 a.m.

Family Shabbat Services with Joanne Seiff
Shabbat mornings-  February 13, March 20, April 17, May 8 at 10:30 a.m.

 Check out our new interactive Family Shabbat service! Enrich your prayer with singing, stories, and kid-friendly experiences.
  Please join us for this special monthly Shabbat service.  We hope youíll leave singing! Joanne Seiff is a newcomer to Winnipeg who loves
Shabbat. She also holds graduate degrees in both Education and Religious Studies.  During the week, she writes articles and books, teaches

and designs knitting patterns.  On Shabbat, she looks forward to meeting you!

Tot Shabbat led by Jodi Gilmore and youth helpers
Shabbat mornings:  March 6, April 10, May 1 at 10:30 AM

 This program designed for 3-5 year olds will include songs, games and stories to engage our little ones in a fun and meaningful Shabbat
 experience.   Parents are welcome, but may attend regular services if their children are comfortable in the program

Junior Congregation Shabbat Mornings at 10:30 a.m.



Music ‘N’ Mavens, produced by Karla Berbrayer, is proud to be celebrating its
twelfth season at the Rady Jewish Community Centre. Winnipeg’s foremost daytime
entertainment series runs Tuesdays and Thursdays through March 25, 2010.
Wednesday programs are held monthly at Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre.
Program time for all Rady JCC events is 2:00-3:00 pm. Transportation is available for
Music ‘N’ Mavens at a nominal fee.  Prior arrangements must be made. 

Concerts are 5$ for Rady JCC members (with membership card) and $9 for non-
members.  Silver collection at the door for lectures.  

Mini Concert Card: Six concerts for the price of five:  $25 M / $45 NM
Full Concert Card: 11 concerts for the price of nine:    $45 M / $81 NM
Concert cards available at the Rady JCC membership desk and at Music ‘N’

Mavens programs. Join us for our twelfth season of culture, entertainment, and edu-
cation at Winnipeg’s foremost daytime entertainment series.  

Thursday, February 11
Aliza and the KGB (Klezmer Gypsy Band).  Here’s a group that plays everything

from hot klezmer to swing tunes in a Gypsy style. The band consists of Ariel Posen
on guitar, Eli Herscovitch on woodwinds & harmonica,
Tim Butler on guitar, mandolin and violin, Aliza Amihude
on vocals and  Danny Koulack on bass, mandolin and
violin. This multilingual show is a delicious sampling of
folk, classical, swing, and klezmer music with a hot beat. 

Tuesday, February 16
Jazzical Jewels-Revealed!   Merge classical pieces with

jazz influences, polish them up for performance by a jazz
band and voila - behold a breathtaking display of jazzi-
cal jewels!  At this concert featuring well-known jazz sax-
ophonist and educator Janice Finlay, Willam Bonness,
(piano), and Nenad Zdjelar (bass),  audience members
will not only hear several jazzy versions of classical
works but some of the musical methods used to transform
the selections from classical to jazz will be revealed and
explained.  

Thursday, February 18
Jeff Presslaff Trio.  Featuring compositions and arrange-

ments by Jeff Presslaff, the trio consists of Julian Bradford,
bass, Scott Senior, drums, and Jeff Presslaff, piano - (and
a little trombone).  

Tuesday, February 23
The Art of Managing Surprise:  Thriving in Dynamic

Times. Dr. Leigh Quesnel, organizational consultant, for-
merly of the departments of psychology and commerce
at the University of Manitoba and the University of
Winnipeg.

Thursday, February 25
Vocal Music Transcribed for Cello.  Minna Rose

Chung, cello, accompanied by Judy Kehler Siebert,
piano, both of the University of Manitoba Marcel A.
Desautels Faculty of Music, perform an afternoon of
romantic music.  

Tuesday, March 2
They Don’t Make Them Like That Anymore. Alison

Gillmor, movie reviewer for CBC Radio in Winnipeg, pop
culture columnist for the Winnipeg Free Press, will dis-
cuss changes in today’s movie industry.

Wednesday, March 3, 1:00 pm
At Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre, 1588 Main St.
Westgate Mennonite Collegiate String Orchestra,

Andrea Bell Conductor.  Andrea Bell has conducted the
Westgate Strings since 2000.  She is in demand as a
teacher and cellist and often performs with many profes-
sional ensembles in Winnipeg.   Made up of twenty stu-
dents from grades 7-12 at Westgate Mennonite
Collegiate, this lively group present an upbeat and engag-
ing concert. 

Thursday, March 4
Tyborowski-Zdjelar Synergy Duo with special guest

Stacey Nattrass. Featuring the music of Sid Robinovitch ;
Ryszard Tyborowski, classical guitar, and Nenad Zdjelar,
double bass, will perform a program of ethno-classical
world music, highlighted by the vocals of Stacey Nattrass.

Tuesday, March 9
Why We Need Art. Catherine Hunter, Professor and

Chair of the English Department at the University of
Winnipeg, is a poet and novelist.  Her books include the
poetry collection Latent Heat and the crime novel Queen
of Diamonds. Turnstone Press has recently reprinted her
first novel, Where Shadows Burn. 

Thursday, March 11 
Masaki/Pokhanovski Duo.  Oleg Pokhanovski, violin,

and Megumi Masaki, piano, present a recital of virtuoso
violin and piano duo repertoire of Eckhardt-Gramatte,
highlighted by some unforgettable Jewish music.

Tuesday March 16
Spanish Music for the Cello.  Yuri Hooker, Principal cel-

list with both  the Manitoba Chamber Orchestra and
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, will be accompanied by
Michelle Mourre, piano, former Conductor  in Residence
of the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra.  

Thursday March 18
The Great Jewish Songbook performed by Helen White

& Friends.  Accomplished jazz singer, Helen White, will reintroduce us to the songs
of Irving Berlin, Harold Arlen, Ira and George Gershwin and more... some of the
greatest composers of the twentieth century.  Ariel Posen, guitar, Jonathan Alexiuk,
piano, Kinzey Posen, bass, Glenn Lambert, drums.  An afternoon of wonderful songs
and memories.  

Tuesday, March 23
Literary Founders of Manitoba.  Céline Kear lectures at the University of Winnipeg

in the area of 19th century  literature and the role of women in the development of
the novel. Past President of the Manitoba Historical Society, Heritage Winnipeg, and
the Jane Austen Society of North America . President of the University Women’s Club
of Winnipeg.                   

Thursday, March 25
Brazilian Jazz with the Marco Castillo Quartet. Vibrant and energetic music led by

Latin sensation, Marco Castillo on guitar and vocals, with Ken Gold, sax, Gilles
Fournier, bass, Scott Senior, percussion. Guaranteed to send you swinging into
spring.

Music ‘N’ Mavens Presents Stimulating Lectures and
Entertaining Concerts at the Rady JCC
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CULTURE ENTERTAINMENT AND
EDUCATION EVERY TUESDAY
AND THURSDAY AFTERNOON 

Generously supported by the
MARK & DOROTHY DANZKER PERPETUAL TRUST
FUND AT THE JEWISH FOUNDATION OF MANITOBA

WE’VE GOT YOUR TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS BOOKED!

JEFF PRESSLAFF TRIO

JANICE FINLAY

TYBOROWSKI-ZDJELAR SYNERGY DUO

CONCERTS:
$5 RADY JCC MEMBERS
$9 NON-MEMBERS

LECTURES:
SILVER COLLECTION AT THE DOOR

477-7510 www.radyjcc.com
RADY JEWISH

COMMUNITY CENTRE
ASPER JEWISH COMMUNITY CAMPUS
123 DONCASTER STREET

MARCO CASTILLO QUARTET

FEBRUARY 2 - MARCH 25

MUSIC‘N’
MAVENS
2010
WINNIPEG’S FOREMOST DAYTIME AFTERNOON 
CONCERT AND LECTURE SERIES

PROGRAM TIME:
2:00-3:00 pm (unless otherwise noted)

FEATURING: 
JAN FINLAY FEB 16
JEFF PRESSLAFF FEB 18
LEIGH QUESNEL FEB 23
MINNA ROSE CHUNG FEB 25
ALISON GILLMOR MAR 2
AND MORE



It’s not uncommon
for some aging players
in virtually any sport
whose playing days
are, regrettably, fading
faster than a sunny-
side-of-the-street-bun-
galow’s bargain paint
job to contemplate
entering the coaching

fraternity so that they might remain part of
their game a mite longer.  

Well, by my reckoning, that reasoning
would be tantamount to someone with a
chronic back condition seeking a job in heavy
construction.

I mean, an ambulance always on stand-by
would be a sensible perk to ask for during
coaching salary negotiations.

Think about it, have you ever noticed when
watching a football, hockey, or basketball
game on TV how the cameras spend an inor-
dinate amount of time on the mentors; even
more so than upon the star players? 

It must be because the perpetually pacing
leader of the pack’s visage resembles either a
deer in the headlights or someone already
undergoing major surgery, even though the
anaesthetist is still in the hospital parking lot
fending off a mugger or two.

I suppose those sideline and behind-the-
bench camera angles are good for ratings.
After all, isn’t the movie genre of the day hor-
ror flicks? So why not show a coach’s contort-
ed countenance when, during the game, mat-
ters are deteriorating at breakneck speed?

And you know, when you enter the coach-
ing ranks, it doesn’t matter whether you’re one
of the best in the business – you will eventu-
ally be shown the door when circumstances,
often beyond your control, result in many a

season of discontent.  
Take, for instance,

basketball head
coach Larry Brown,
who has won more
than 1000 games in
the NBA, captured a
collegiate title with
University of Kansas
Jayhawks and a
championship with
the Detroit Pistons.
Larry, at age 69, is
still in the coaching
game as the man in
charge of the
Charlotte Bobcats, even though he has noth-
ing to prove. As of 2002, Brown was already
elected to the Naismith Memorial Basketball
Hall of Fame. 

Nonetheless, his Bobcat gig is his ninth in
the NBA. How can a wandering Jew with
obviously admirable credentials have such a
nomadic coaching career that has spanned
three decades?  

Being a coach is not just a matter of X’s and
Of’s, there is also the reality that, not unlike a
school teacher, one often has to deal with a
variety of personality types with whom it is
often difficult to relate. 

For example, among Brown’s challenges
was his disgruntled star player in Philadelphia,
guard Allen Iverson. Oh, he could play, but he
would often toy with Brown’s mind; yet in
2005 the coach’s nemesis was quoted as say-
ing that Larry Brown was without a doubt
“The best coach in the world.”

Brown also had a rocky relationship with
point guard Stephon Marbury after signing as
a head coach with the NY Knicks in 2005. In
June 22 of 2006 Larry was replaced (read
fired) by GM Isiah Thomas. Not to worry, for
his aggravation Brown received a cash settle-
ment of just under $20 million and the can-
tankerous Marbury is today playing in the
Chinese Basketball Association. 

Another Jewish
coach, less famil-
iar to basketball
fans, was axed
last November:
New Jersey Nets’
mentor Lawrence
Frank. After serv-
ing as an assistant
coach with the
team he became the Nets’ interim coach in
January of 2004 when Byron Scott was

canned. 
Frank, 39, took the

reins in mid-season
and, in a blaze of
glory, won his first
13 games in succes-
sion as the club
managed to make
the playoffs. That
streak represented
the longest of any
coach in any of the
four major pro sports
at the beginning of a
career.  

This was indeed
Lawrence’s time;
everyone loves a
winner, don’t they?
Three play-off bound
seasons were fol-
lowed by a pair of
sub .500 campaigns

and in November of ’09 Frank fashioned
another streak. His mentoring led to New
Jersey opening this season with an 0-16
record. 

Was it Frank’s fault? Well, not necessarily.
This year’s version of the Nets is a long way
from being playoff bound. Vince Carter has
moved on, and there are a lot of young play-
ers to build around, plus a lack of depth.

As of early February, New Jersey has a
record of four wins and 44 losses. The team’s
chances of being involved in post-season
action this spring are about as good as Woody
Allen winning a George Clooney look-alike
contest. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hock-
ey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7,
e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca

18 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, February 10, 2010

Harvey Rosen

Caring Compassionate PCaring Compassionate Professional Srofessional Serviceervice
you’ve come to trust

Call Elba Haid or
Angela Pollett at

REALCARE
day or night

Ph: (204) 957-7325
fax: (204) 975-1065

e-mail: elbahaid@realcare.ca
Offices at 1008-213 Notre Dame Ave.

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 1N3

Providing:
� Alzheimer Care � Palliative Care � Post-Operative Care 
� Stroke Care � Long-Term Care � Rehabilitation 
� Respite � ‘Coming home’ new Moms and infants

Provided by: INSURED & BONDED
� RN’s � LPN’s � Health Care Aides
� Home Support Workers � Companions

We offer a variety of programs and services - 
- individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
- Free nursing assessment
- 24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
- At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
- Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Elba Haid
President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

FREE DELIVERYON ORDERSOVER $75E

New, Used & Rental Walkers, Scooters, Lift Chairs, Wheelchairs,
Bath Aides & Other Aides for Daily Living.

NEW PRIDE SCOOTERS AND LIFTCHAIRS

Mention this ad & receive 10% off 
the rental or purchase of any item

551 Osborne
453-6473

www.renewmobility.ca

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Sponsored by Eden Memorials
Recreation Men’s Bowling League

By SAUL LONDON, secretary
Weekly high scores - January 6

HIGH TRIPLE: Allan Ruhr 622 (230,
216); Saul London 553 (210, 192); Chaim
Raber 548 (233); Gary Granzberg 548
(214); Harvey Appelle 536; Henry Wolfe
535 (201); Herb Singer 508 (192); David
Spigelman 505 (192).
HIGH SINGLE: Rube Helman 192; Joe
Elfenbaum 189; Darren Earn 185; Terry
Robinson 183.

Weekly high scores - January 13
HIGH TRIPLE: Terry Robinson 641 (248,
211); Allan Ruhr 551 (205); Art
Greenspan 548 (191); Harvey Appelle
542 (223); David Labram 517 (205);
Hersh Doctoroff 510; Herb Singer 502.
HIGH SINGLE: Rube Helman 191.

Weekly high scores - January 20
HIGH TRIPLE: Terry Robinson 632 (232,
228); Darren Earn 615 (211, 202, 202);
Allan Ruhr 596 (256); Jack Lazareck 569
(196); Herb Singer 546 (215); Gary
Granzberg 539 (190); Mel Verin 503
(206).
HIGH SINGLE: Ron Goldberg 208;
Harvey Appelle 190; Art Greenspan 188,
181; Neil Stitz 184; Phil Leibl 181;
Mickey Rosenberg 181; Chaim Raber
180.

Weekly high scores - January 27
HIGH TRIPLE: Harvey Appelle 588 (207,
198); Allan Ruhr 582 (221); Gary
Granzberg 549 (201); Avery Spigelman
540 (198); David Labram 530 (216);
Henry Wolfe 527 (202); Ken Ruhr 525
Terry Robinson 512; Rube Helman 512;
Lloyd Wolfe 512; Art Greenspan 511
(191); Ron Goldberg 504; Mickey
Rosenberg 503.
HIGH SINGLE: Norm Freedman 189;
Moe Pollock 181.

Weekly high scores - February 3
HIGH TRIPLE: Allan Ruhr 610 (219,
208); Terry Robinson 588 (212, 208);
Lloyd Wolfe 559 (213, 191); Chaim
Raber 550 (198); Saul London 538 (204);
Saul Greenberg 532 (215); Gary
Granzberg 528 (193); Harvey Appelle
526 (205); Ken Ruhr 523 (192); Avery
Spigelman 503 (203); David Labram 500.
HIGH SINGLE: Henry Wolfe 191; Mel
Verin 185; Rube Helman 181.

LARRY BROWN
NBA coach of the
Charlotte Hornets.

LAWRENCE FRANK
former NBA coach of
New Jersey Nets with
player in photo.

Even the best coaches have a “best before” date



By BEN HARRIS 

NEW YORK (JTA) —
When the call from
Germany arrived at the
Spector family home in
Lenox, Mass., last
month, the voice on the
other end betrayed little
of the excitement one
would expect from a
newly minted
Olympian. 

Laura Spector, 22, had
qualified for the U.S.
Olympic biathlon team
that will be competing
this month in Vancouver. 

“It was a very quiet voice, and it was just,
‘Daddy, Hi it’s Laura. I made the team,’” her
father, Jesse, recalled. “It was just like that. It
was that quiet, from this 5-foot, 100-pound
kid. It was probably a very emotional three to
five seconds because her voice sounded as
though, ‘Dad, I didn’t make the team.’ But
she was so composed. It had its own — I
don’t know — moment is the only way I can
put it.” 

Spector will be the youngest American
woman vying in the biathlon, which com-
bines cross-country skiing with target shoot-
ing. She is also one of five athletes measuring
in at 5-feet tall — the shortest members of the
2010 U.S. Olympic team. 

A student of genetics and Jewish studies at
Dartmouth College, Spector is among a
handful of Jewish Olympians headed to
Vancouver for the 21st Winter Olympics. 

Chicago native Ben Agosto, a 2006
Olympic silver medalist, is returning to com-
pete in the ice-dancing pairs. Steve Mesler, a
bobsledder from Buffalo, N.Y., is back for his
third Olympics. 

Israel will field a team of three in
Vancouver: Mykhaylo Renzyhn, an alpine
skier originally from
Latvia, and the broth-
er-sister duo
Alexandra and Roman
Zaretsky, born in
Belarus, who compete
in ice dancing. 

Agosto, 28, who
nearly missed the
2006 Olympics
because his partner,
the Canadian-born
skater Tanith Belbin,
was not yet a natural-
ized American citizen,
said he was looking
forward to soaking in
the atmosphere of
what will almost cer-
tainly be his last
Olympics. A last-
minute act of Congress
granted Belbin expe-
dited citizenship and
she was able to repre-
sent the United States
at the Games in Turin,
Italy.

“When that came
through it was really a
big surprise, but we
really didn’t have that
time to build up and
kind of think of what

to expect,”
Agosto told
JTA by phone from his training rink in
Pennsylvania. “We were just kind of thrown
into it. There’s a lot that I don’t remember
because it was such a whirlwind.” 

Spector grew up on a farm in Lenox where
her family keeps llamas, alpacas, goats, hors-
es, sheep, turkeys and chickens. She does her
academic work during the spring and sum-
mer to free up the fall and winter for training
and competition. 

In high school she would wake before the
sun to make tracks on her skis in a field
behind the family home. She discovered
biathlon at a camp for the sport in Lake
Placid, N.Y., when she was 14.

“It was my first experience with shooting a
gun, but I loved combining two sports —
cross-country skiing (in this case running
because it was summer time) and marksman-
ship — to make each a little more challeng-
ing,” Spector wrote in an e-mail. “Therefore,
the greater the reward when you do well.” 

Her parents describe her as unusually pre-
cocious and passionate who, from a young
age, was adept at meeting challenges.

“She’s not a frivolous kid,” said Spector’s

mother, Patty, herself a
national champion in
marathon canoe racing.
“Even when she’s on the
road and traveling, she
reads books that most
people her age would
never go near or pick up.
She just finished ‘The
Gulag Archipelago.’ “ 

When she became a
bat mitzvah at the
C o n s e r v a t i v e
Congregation Knesset
Israel Synagogue in near-
by Pittsfield, where her
family has been members
for 30 years, Spector con-
ducted the entire Shabbat
service in keeping with

the synagogue’s tradition of lay-led services.
Spector also attended the synagogue’s
Hebrew school. 

“For me, being Jewish is a lot about family
and community, and the continuity of tradi-
tion,” Spector said. “There is an entire con-
gregation at home responsible for the shaping
of my religious and cultural identity. There is
comfort in knowing that these are people
who have known me since I was born and
have instilled in me thousands of years of tra-
dition in ethical behavior.” 

Though generally considered a minor sport
by Americans, biathlon is wildly popular in
Europe and is said to be the continent’s top-
rated televised winter sport. Patty Spector
compares it to NASCAR racing in the United
States. 

The Spectors have watched their daughter
perform in stadiums packed with thousands
of fans in Europe, and they will be in
Vancouver to cheer on Laura and the other
American athletes. 

“What Jewish mother would not go see
their daughter?” Patty said. 

VANCOUVER GAMES 2010

Jewish biathlete bringing passion for success to Vancouver 
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LAURA SPECTOR – one of three
Jewish Americans competing.

American BEN AGOSTO and his partner, the
Canadian-born skater TANITH BELBIN. Israel
is also sending three athletes - an alpine skier
and a pair of ice dancers.



By REBECA KUROPATWA

Sderot, Israel is just 1.5 km
from Gaza. Residents face many
risks, the major one being that a
rocket can fall at any time. The
Israeli government has estab-
lished some protective measures,
such as putting up a heat sensi-
tive fence around the Gaza bor-
der that triggers an alarm giving
Sderot residents an up to 15 sec-
ond warning to find shelter. 

Last fall, Robin Super, Chair of
the JSA/Hillel Winnipeg Israel
Advocacy Committee,
approached Ashley Faintuch,
President of JSA/Hillel at the
University of Winnipeg (U of W),
with the idea of holding a “15
Seconds Sderot Awareness
Campaign”. Both students are
Senior Hasbara Fellows, and
Super is a Grinspoon intern.

“I loved the idea and felt it
would definitely grab the atten-
tion of the university community,
and create awareness of a side that’s often
overlooked,” said Faintuch. Together, the pair
implemented the idea. 

The two-week campaign was held at the U
of W. It informed students, staff, and faculty
about the situation in Sderot, including relay-
ing what “15 seconds” means to Sderot resi-
dents. 

The campaign kicked off with a viral poster
campaign, and ended with a two-day (Jan 13-
14) tabling campaign showing the Sderot
reality through pictures, videos, information
cards, and a fish tank with 300+ pieces of

candy (representing the number of rockets
that fell on Sderot last year). 

Super and Faintuch, along with about six-
10 volunteers, manned the campaign booth,
while student Aaron Yaffe created a booth
video and other media and Maxim Berent
designed the posters.

After attending just one JSA/Hillel program,
Faintuch became involved with JSA/Hillel last
year as Holocaust Awareness/Human Rights
Chair. This school year she was elected presi-
dent. Since then, she said her “connection to
Judaism, the Jewish community, and Israel
has definitely strengthened.” 

Through the “15 Seconds” campaign,
Faintuch said, “We’re giving the university
community a perspective on how important
and meaningful 15 seconds are to Sderot res-
idents, showing the reality in terms of suffer-
ing as well as enjoyment – how people go on
with their lives even living in a state of con-
stant fear.

“The main goal is not political. It’s about
human rights. We want to be showing the
human face.”

Israel a hot button topic on campus
The topic of Israel has proved to be a hot

button on campus, said Faintuch. “At the U of
W, we’ve faced a number of anti-Israel speak-
ers, anti-Israel newspaper articles in the
school newspaper (The Uniter), and numer-
ous professors spewing their personal beliefs
about Israel (even when it’s irrelevant to their
class). I hope the anti-Israel sentiment on
campus doesn’t grow any stronger, and that
JSA/Hillel can build some strong partnerships
with other student groups to help educate the
campus community of the facts.”

On the last day of the campaign, Director
of Sderot Media Centre, Noam Bedein, was
on hand, brought to town by Hillel Canada.
(While in town, Bedein also made appear-
ances at the U of M, Gray Academy of Jewish
Education, and the Millennium Library.)

Sderot Media Centre is a non-profit organi-
zation of citizen journalism dedicated to
bringing the voices of Sderot and Western
Negev residents to the forefront of world
news. It runs a community treatment theatre
program which helps about 40 teenage girls
cope with the Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD) through theatre. As well, the centre
has developed a social media model equip-

ping others to speak out effectively about
Sderot.

Bedein is an expert on this issue and has
lived through the conflict. While in
Winnipeg, he warned audiences that
increased sophistication of stockpiled Hamas
weaponry puts millions of people in danger. 

He has formally testified on the effects of
the southern Israel rocket fire for the UN Fact
Finding Mission in Geneva in 2009 on the
Gaza Conflict, and made a presentation on
Capitol Hill for congressmen and staff.
Bedein has facilitated a EuroNews segment,
and aided The New York Times’s Steve
Erlanger prepare a front-page story on Sderot
(published Jan 2008). 

“It’s very important for there to be balanced
media coverage of Sderot,” said Bedein.
“We’re the only active media source on the
ground in this region reporting on this.”

About 300 rockets have hit Sderot since the
third ceasefire began a year ago. The rockets
are coming from Hamas, Islamic Jihad, and
Fatah. The Qassams are made out of plumb-
ing pipes filled with shrapnel, nuts, and bolts
(and these supplies come from the humani-
tarian aid sent into Gaza).

There is no terrorism insurance, so if a resi-
dent’s house is hit by a rocket, the resident
shoulders the financial burden (although the
Israeli government gives small compensa-
tion). 

“Despite the rocket attacks, we’re still
reaching out our hands in peace, waiting for
the day our children can live and play togeth-
er,” said Bedein.

“I’ve been to countless campuses and
schools around the world, and it’s shocking to
see so much anti-Israel sentiment out there
that’s become acceptable. This thinking lends
legitimacy to Sderot rocket attacks and terror-
ism. 

We need to be standing up for the truth and
getting out a balanced understanding, show-
ing the human face of this region. It’s always
a challenge just to get people to listen to a
different perspective.”

For more information, visit www.sderot-
media.org.il. 

“15 Seconds” given new meaning by U of W students
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PASSOVER ASSISTANCE
MOIS CHITIM

If you require assistance for Passover
please contact (by March 5, 2010)

477-7430
e-mail: jcfs@jcfswinnipeg.org

ALL CALLERS ARE ASSURED OF COMPLETE CONFIDENTIALITY

Assistance for
Passover Available 

If individuals or families require assis-
tance in order to celebrate Passover - help
is available. Jewish Child and Family
Service acts as the central agency for the
collection and distribution of Passover
assistance to needy families. Contact
JCFS by phone or email (see accompany-
ing ad). Please be sure to indicate the size
of the family, ages, and if there are any
dietary restrictions. 

ROBIN SUPER (left) and ASHLEY FAINTUCH – organiz-
ers of awareness campaign. Photo courtesy of Ashley
Faintuch.

JORDYN LERNER. Photo courtesy of Ashley
Faintuch.
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Amir Gissin gives a “Branding Israel 101” talk to university students
Story and photos by REBECA
KUROPATWA

On Jan. 26, Amir Gissin, the
Consul-General of Israel in
Toronto, spoke to the marketing
classes at both the University of
Winnipeg (U of W) School of
Business and the University of
Manitoba (U of M) Asper School
of Business on the subject of
“Branding a Nation: Israel.”

After a brief introduction by U
of W Marketing Professor Dr.
Diteeraj Sharma, Gissin took no
time to get the point across of
what he was in town to discuss –
marketing, not the politics of
Israel or the Middle East.

“The focus of this talk is about
branding and marketing,” said
Gissin. “Israel and the Middle
East are politicized, and I’m not
here to talk about that.”

A commonly known type of
branding is “Company Branding”,
but the subject of his talk, Gissin
explained, was the lesser known
“Place Branding”.

Gissin defined this kind of branding as “the
branding process of a country, similar to the
political process of an election campaign. It’s
a successful promise, a promise delivered.
And the kind of promise a place can make
depends on the place.

“When it comes to cultural differences, its
not so much what you say as it is what peo-
ple hear. Israel, internationally, has an image
problem, and therefore must engage in pub-
lic diplomacy.”

Gissin mentioned two different types of
diplomacy – “Classic” and “Public”. 

The “classic” approach he described as one
where “a sophisticated postman relays the
message of your government’s country to oth-
ers.” The “public” approach, he said “is the
new trend, focusing on and engaging similar-
ities between countries, and involves media
and the elite as agents of change, helping to
shape public opinion.”

But, these two approaches are not consid-
ered branding, since “branding is not the job
of the diplomat,” Gissin argued.
“It’s about finding ways to
change Israel’s public image.”

According to Gissin, about 30
countries have branded (rein-
vented) themselves in the last 20
years because of fundamental
changes in how countries are run
e.g. Ireland, South Africa, and
countries in Eastern Europe.

“The main reasons countries
brand themselves is to boost their
economies through increasing
tourism, foreign investment, and
export by becoming more rele-
vant and attractive abroad.”

Gissin explained that if tourism
is the main branding focus,
countries like Cuba and Spain,
and Israel and France appear the
same: Sunshine and beaches,
with rich culture.

“Most branding campaigns fail,
as people assume it’s easy, but it’s
not,” said Gissin. “For successful
branding, you need to build a
strong coalition and consensus –
first in your own country then
abroad. Everyone in a given

country should share
ownership of their
brand, not just politi-
cians or power hold-
ers.

“You can’t brand
something that isn’t
true. It just doesn’t
work.”

The way that Israel
has gone about
determining its
brand is by asking
people from all seg-
ments of Israeli soci-
ety two questions:
“What does it mean to be an Israeli, and am
I proud of it?”

From the movie, ‘Borat,’ where Kazakhstan
is mockingly, unflatteringly branded, came
the term to be ‘Boratized’ (where a country
lets someone else define its brand). 

This is something Gissin said, “Israel has let
others do for too long. Today, many people
think of Israel as a place of conflict. Conflict

is part of our country, but it’s not
everything.” 

Gissin noted that Canada is
considered a “melting pot”,
America is a “mosaic”. Gissin
described Israel as “somewhere
in the middle – unfinished busi-
ness. It’s hard to find consensus
in a diverse society of seven mil-
lion people (from Russia, Israel,
Arab, ultra-orthodox, and secu-
lar).”

Gissin joked that one thing all
Israelis like is eating hummus.
But, research has shown there
are five common characteristics
Israelis share. “The first two
aren’t marketable, as they’re us-
against-you focused – that we all
consider ourselves survivors, and
as having mutual social responsi-
bility. The other three traits are
essential to Israeli branding:
We’re passionate (about love,
politics, fighting, eating – every-
thing); creative (with more start-
up companies than anywhere
else globally); and have fusion
(where mixing tribes creates new
hopes and ways of thinking).”

From this research, Gissin said
the best brand label for Israel is
“Creative Energy.”

It is not an easy or short road to
change the world view of Israel,
Gissin said. “Israel is all about
innovation, but people buy into
the common myth that it’s a
place of militarism, aggression,
and religious extremism – even
comparing it to South Africa.

“This view is untrue. A mili-
taristic society is one where the

army controls society – the opposite of Israel.
We’re only militaristic and aggressive to pro-
tect ourselves. We couldn’t have lasted this
long otherwise. Also, religious extremism
exists in Israel, but it’s not the norm. It’s one
of the more secular societies in the world.” 

“Living in peace with our neighbours is the
long-term aim of the Israeli government and
people – and the world.” 

AMIR GISSIN, Consul-General
of Israel in Toronto, speaking to
U of W marketing students.

University investigating assault on Jewish students
TORONTO (JTA) -- York University in Toronto is

investigating allegations of assault against two
Jewish students during a pro-Israel program.

The incident, which is alleged to have taken
place Feb. 1, occurred when about 20 Jewish
members of the on-campus group Hasbara
Fellowships at York University gathered, with per-
mission from the university, to raise awareness of
captured Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit and terrorist
acts committed by Hamas.

Tyler Golden, co-president of Hasbara
Fellowships, told JTA that about 50 activists and
protesters surrounded the Jewish students and
began chanting anti-Israel and anti-Semitic slurs.

He said two Jewish students were slapped, one
on the arm and the other across the face.

Two university security officers arrived on the
scene. Toronto police were not called "because
we wanted to give the university a chance to put
its system into place," according to Golden.

Golden said a complaint was lodged with York's
Student Conduct and Dispute Resolution Office.

The university has appointed an adjudicator

and is reviewing videotapes from security cam-
eras, York spokesman Alex Bilyk told JTA. He
offered JTA the chance to view the tapes.

"An investigation is under way," he said.
According to its Web site, the Jewish Defense

League of Canada has offered a $500 reward "for
the assailants [sic] identities, names, alias [sic],
phone numbers and addresses."

A year ago, a group of Jewish students at York
were barricaded in the Hillel lounge by a mob
yelling anti-Semitic and anti-Israel slurs. Police
had to escort the Jewish students out of the build-
ing. Two York students were reprimanded for the
incident.

In response to that and other incidents involving
Jewish students, York established a task force.
Among its recommendations were the creation of
more student space for studying and socializing,
and the expansion of the Student Code of
Conduct.

At the time, B'nai Brith Canada slammed the
task force report as failing to address anti-
Semitism and anti-Zionism at York.
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Where are they now?

It is 1958 and a
large teenage boy
named Larry Leonoff
was then playing
tackle for Toppers
AZA, as it was then
known (aside from
his school football
for Gordon Bell). A

student Larry was not. But, that was then and
he has come a long way from those days. Fast
forward to 2010 and you find a trim Larry
Leonoff sitting as a hearing adjudicator in a
quasi judicial role with the Immigration
Refugee Board in Toronto. How he got from a
rough and ready football player to a paid
Bench Sitter is quite a story.

Larry is the oldest child of the late Mel and
Idy Leonoff who, for the most part, lived dur-
ing Larry’s life at 520 Cordova Street although
he, like most southenders, had his beginnings
in the north end. Larry has a younger brother,
Arthur, of Ottawa, and a sister, Heather, who
still resides in Winnipeg. 

Larry recalls his days first on St. John’s and
then on Hartford, but the years on Cordova are
the ones that stand out in his mind. He was not
a part of the usual stream of students in that he
attended and graduated from Gordon Bell
High School (quite uncommon in those days,
as Jews were hardly plentiful there). 

He remembers vividly playing on the 1959
championship football team for Gordon Bell
as a defensive tackle and middle guard. From
high school he went to the University of
Manitoba for an Arts degree and then to the
Law School there, graduating in 1969. 

His marks in school improved each year to
the point that he did something out of the ordi-
nary once more - he went to graduate school
for a programme in International Business Law.
Now, that was almost never done and he went
on a Dupont Fellowship to the University of
Virginia, where no Canadian had ever set foot
in that kind of course.

During this time at the University in
Manitoba, he met his wife Arlene (formerly
Segal from Lethbridge, Alberta) and on June
23, 1970, they were married. Again, in what
was then a not typical move, he began his
legal career working for a corporation; that
kind of step was far removed from the radar of
most graduating legal students at that time. 

His first job was with John Deere in Canada
in Ontario. But, he had to complete the 18
month articling and Bar Admission pro-
gramme which he was able to do, even though
still working. 

He and Arlene were soon joined by her sis-
ter Carole and husband Jim Wolch, another
soon to be ex-Winnipegger in the Toronto
area. He left John Deere and made what
seemed to be an abrupt turn as he left the cor-
porate world for academia. 

He joined the Faculty of Law at the
University of Saskatchewan as a visiting
Professor of Law teaching Legal Research,
Creditor’s Rights and Bankruptcy. He even
taught tax. 

After two years there, he made the move
back to Winnipeg for one year with the then
well known firm of Buchwald Asper Henteleff. 

A terrific opportunity presented itself to Larry
and he joined Dow Chemical in Calgary,
where he and Arlene resided for eight years,
By now, the family had expanded to include
two children: Steven, now 37 and Rachel, 35. 

Larry became a member of the Alberta and
Yukon Bars to add to his already wide assort-
ment of Provincial Law Societies where he had

been admitted, i.e. Ontario, Saskatchewan
and Manitoba. 

During his time in Alberta, he joined the oil
boom and became Vice President of Foothills
Pipeline. 

However, in 1984, when Larry received a
call to become General Counsel to Ontario
Hydro, the decision was made to return to
Ontario. At that time, Larry was the youngest
executive at Ontario Hydro- not bad for a kid
from River Heights. By the time Larry wound
up his career with Ontario Hydro, some 15
years later in 1998, he was the senior vice
president.

Of course, in true Larry Leonoff style, he did
what most people would have thought was
impossible: He switched gears and left practis-
ing law and was appointed by the Privy
Council of the Federal Government to the
Immigration and Refugee Board . This was a
leap into a field hitherto unknown to him. 

He now has sat as member of that Board for
almost 10 years. He deals with cases affecting
individuals from all over the world who are
attempting to stay in Canada in one way or
another. Primarily he is responsible for presid-
ing over appeals from deportation and other
immigration appeal issues. My information
from other sources is
that he has distin-
guished himself in
this capacity. 

Now, if you had
asked anyone, even
Larry, 50 years ago to
predict this course of
events for his career,
it is certain no one
would have forecast
any of them. I sug-
gested to Larry that
his life’s work and
success at it was as a
result of his years on
Cordova Street, but
somehow, he was
not buying into that
notion.

Larry and his wife
Arlene have carved
out a very satisfying
life in northern
Toronto and have
good friends there
even with all of their
various moves over
the years. Yet, he

does acknowledge that he misses several
things that he cannot get in Toronto. There is
of course the rye bread, the Jeannie’s cakes
and assorted other Winnipeg food specials. 

But, more than the culinary pleasures, he
takes note of the easy pace of Winnipeg. He
recalls with fond memories his time in BBYO,
the close friendships forged when he was
younger and the comfort zone that Winnipeg
provided him when he was growing up. All of
that is gone and he misses it. 

He says that when you walk down the street
in Toronto, you just cannot expect to bump
into somebody you know as you would in
Winnipeg. But, in spite of these happy mem-
ories, it is not likely you will see Larry Leonoff
return to live here as he winds up his legal
career. He has spent most of his working life
in Toronto and is very much rooted there, as
are his children and now grandchildren. His
parents are both deceased so the lasting tie to
the city is his sister Heather. Still, he loves it
when he comes here and he connects with
pals from his past. It is as if he never left.

By

GERALD S POSNER

LARRY LEONOFF 
“A student Larry was not”

Senate passes Iran sanctions bill 
WASHINGTON (JTA) — The U.S. Senate passed a comprehensive

Iran sanctions bill. 
The bill passed by voice vote Jan. 28 hews closely to a compan-

ion bill passed last month in the U.S. House of Representatives.
White House requests to roll back some of the harsher provisions
went unheeded. 

The measures target Iran’s energy sector, singling out for sanctions
any entity — individual, company or even country — that deals in
refined petroleum with Iran, a major oil producer but with a refin-
ing sector in disarray. 

Though the Obama administration has preferred to emphasize
multilateral sanctions targeting Iran’s leadership coupled with
diplomatic outreach, Obama is likely to sign a final version of the
bill despite his reservations after the measures are reconciled. 

The American Israel Public Affairs Committee, which led lobbying
for the bills, urged swift passage and signing. 

“Iran’s possession of nuclear weapons capability would be a dev-
astating blow to America’s national security interests,” AIPAC
spokesman Josh Block said. “The U.S. and our allies must impose
biting diplomatic and economic pressure to try and peaceably pre-
vent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons and avoid confronting
more distressing alternatives.” 

The bills allow Obama waivers for national security reasons.
Obama’s predecessors have exercised such waivers with earlier
sanctions bills. 

What ever happened to Larry Leonoff?

After retiring as Senior Vice-President of
Ontario Hydro, Larry switched careers
entirely and now sits on the federal
Immigration and Review Board.
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Recipes

Thinking of the
Olympics I fondly
recall 1967 in
Winnipeg when the
Pam Am Games
were in town. I must
have been 10 years
old then, but I
remember the Pan

Am pool opening with flags high on the pools
surrounding the front of the building, which
included the Israeli flag. I thought of the enor-
mous pool where I would be taking swim-
ming lessons. Our family attended one of the
diving events. Thinking about Winnipeg at
that time generates feelings of happiness as I
remember so many people coming together
to watch and cheer on the province and the
country. My swimming teacher Doreen saw
many children learn to swim for many years
at that pool.

Years later in 1999 the Pan American
Games returned to Winnipeg once again.
Our two oldest sons, 14 and 12 at the time,
flew to Winnipeg where my father took them
to events such as track and field and judo.

For the climate Winnipeg has to deal with
the city works hard so each generation has a
sports event to recall from their childhood. In
keeping with the last column on healthier
choices I have chosen a number of snacks to
munch on while watching the Games.

* * *
COOKIES WITH DATES, OATS AND SEEDS
3/4 cup chopped pitted dates
1.5 tsp. instant coffee
1/4 roasted unsalted sunflower seeds
1/4 cup dark brown sugar

1/2 cup whole wheat flower
1/2 cup quick cooking oats
1/2 tsp baking powder
1/2 tsp vanilla extract
1/2 tsp ground cinnamon
1 tsp orange zest
2-3 tbsp. orange juice
1 large egg

Preheat oven 350°. Put the seeds on a bak-
ing and roast for a few minutes.. Beat egg add
coffee powder, vanilla, and orange zest. In a
bowl add whole wheat flour, oats and brown
sugar. Add roasted seeds, dates, cinnamon
and baking powder and mix well.. Now add
egg into dry ingredients and mix well. Add
enough orange juice to bring batter together.
Spoon small portions( 10 to 12 pieces ) onto
parchment paper on a baking tray and bake
15 to 20 minutes

* * *
RAISIN WALNUT COOKIES

3/4 whole wheat flour
1/4 cup dark brown sugar
1 large egg
1/2 tsp instant coffee powder
1 tsp ground cinnamon
2 tsp. vanilla extract
3/4 roasted chopped walnuts
1/2 cup raisins
1/2 tsp baking powder
2-3 tbsp milk or soy milk

Preheat oven 375°.
Put chopped walnuts onto a baking pan and

place in oven a few minutes till they turn
golden brown. Add one egg in a bowl with
the instant coffee. Mix well. In a bowl add
whole wheat flour, sugar walnuts, raisins, cin-
namon and baking powder. Mix well. Add

enough milk to bring the batter together.
Spoon small portions onto parchment paper
on a baking tray. Bake 15 to 20 minutes until
light brown in color.

* * *
PEANUT GINGER CANDY

Unsalted roasted peanuts
1/3 cup water
1/3 cup dark brown sugar
1/4 tsp salt
1/4 tsp cayenne pepper
2 tbsp. chopped ginger
2 cloves 1/2 tsp cardamom powder

To the water, add brown sugar, ginger,
cloves, and cardamom powder. Bring to a boil.
In minutes syrup reduces and becomes thick
and viscous. Pour peanuts in to coat with
syrup. Pour coated peanuts on a plate to cool.

* * *
APRICOT RICE PUDDING 

This recipe is from the Naomi Cookbook
3 tbsp. raw rice
2 cups 2% or whole milk
1/2 cup sugar or less
3/4 cup drained, mashed, unsweetened
cooked, dried apricots
2 eggs separated
1/2 tsp. lemon juice

Cook rice in boiling water to cover for 5
minutes. Drain, combine with milk and 2
tbsp. sugar in top of a double boiler. Cook
covered for 50 minutes, stirring occasionally.
Remove from heat, add gradually to egg yolks
beaten with 2 tbsp. sugar. Return to boiler.
Cook 5 minutes longer. Cool. Add apricots
and lemon juice, mix well. Beat egg whites
stiff slowly adding remaining sugar. Fold
together. Chill.

By

FRANCINE TELLER

Olympic Games have arrived

Your Jewish Fairy Godmother is available
to anyone with a question about coping with
contemporary life. She’s clever. She’s wise.
She’s relentless. She cares. And she’s on your
side. Everybody needs one. 
Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:

Several months ago I went to a visioning
retreat. There’s many similar types of things,
sponsored by various types of teachers. This

one was non-denominational. It involved group sharing and camping,
but the focus was three days and nights alone, fasting with only honey
water. It was the most powerful thing I have ever done in my life. I was
terrified while I was out alone, not so much by the fear of wild ani-
mals but because I could not run away from the big questions of my
life that I have been avoiding for so long: do I want to stay with my
husband? If he won’t move back to Israel (where we met) am I willing
to go without him? If I don’t move there and stay with him, how can
I get the relationship to change? He’s pretty controlling and as you
might imagine had no idea why I wanted to go on this retreat, gave
me no support before and no respect for having done what I did. That
makes me angry but I love him and am still not sure what to do.
Dissed
Dear Dissed:

I applaud the lengths you were willing to go to clear your head.
You’re a pretty brave and rare person. Most people would settle for the
comfort of a therapist’s sofa rather than sitting alone for three nights
on a mountaintop. While I don’t doubt the intensity of the experience,
I’ll suggest that you also need the support and week-to-week rational
input that a counselor (personal or marriage) can offer. Especially if
your husband is controlling or disrespectful, you should have a refer-
ee to intervene and make sure that conversations about loaded issues
allow you both to speak your mind and be heard, especially if relo-
cation or divorce are on the table.

Start by telling your husband what you were meditating on. See if
he can hear how serious you are that your life has to change. Get him
to realize that the woman who went to the mountain is not the same

one who came down from it. Make him take you seriously. If he won’t
go into counseling together, your choices should be much clearer, no
matter which country you call home.
Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:

I’ve had the same day job for twenty-five years. Old time loyalty,
good pay, and the security of being the holder of lots of corporate his-
tory. But I am both bored and drained. I’ve dreamed for years of being
a writer. Once I thought about screenplays. Now I’d settle for a short
story in a magazine. But I come home tired and without any creative
zip. I took a writing class a long time ago and have thought about
doing it again but then there’s going to be homework and what I real-
ly want to work on is my project. Advice?
Wannabe
Dear Wannabe:

As the saying goes, Just do it. Taking a writing class will help you do
what you say you want to do, write. Once you get in the practice of
writing, even if the homework assignments seem to distract you from
your immediate goal, you’ll want to do more of it. Short story, poetry,
screen play, or novel: get the words flowing and more will come. 

Here’s some other things you can do to set out a welcome mat for
your muse: Keep a small spiral notebook with you to jot down any
ideas that come to you, whether they’re for your own projects or for
the class. Rearrange the art in your home. By changing the visual field,
making your eye look at something new (even if you don’t buy any-
thing new) you’ll restimulate the part of your brain that’s creative.
Also, set aside time each week for an “artist date.” That’s when you go
somewhere by yourself that you don’t know by heart. It can be a
museum, a walk in a new neighborhood, or even sitting in a new café
with your laptop. But put yourself somewhere new where what you
see and do is new to give your brain cells something new to play with.

A Nosh of Jewish Wisdom: Words that come from the heart, enter
the heart. Moses Ibn Ezra

www.YourJewishFairyGodmother.com: What does she do? What
do you need? Motivation, Inspiration, Support, Problem-solving.
Send your questions to helen@yourjewishfairygodmother.com 

Ask Your Jewish Fairy Godmother 

By

THE JEWISH 
FAIRYGODMOTHER
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Looking back

Looking Back in The Jewish Post
Compiled by BERNIE BELLAN

From the Jan. 31, 1930 issue:
Anti-Jewish Discrimination Revealed in American Medical Colleges

Figures Presented to Prove Existence of Numerous Clauses in
Operation Clandestinely - “Personality Examinations” Give
Opportunity for Discrimination - Weak Apologies Offered by
Defenders - American Jewish Students Turning to European Schools for
Medical Education

A startling situation showing a course of systematic discrimination
against Jewish applicants to medical colleges in America, especially
colleges in Jewish centres of population where the number of Jewish
students always have been large, is revealed in a report made by
Professor Frank Gavin of the General Theological Seminary, a non-
Jew...

The revelations were astounding and compare quite favourably with
some of the dark pages of European university history. In fact many
American Jewish students, turning to foreign lands to obtain a medical
education, are accepted to foreign institutions, while supposedly free
and liberal American institutions have rejected them for reasons too
subtle to be intelligible except to the bigots who are finding their way
to committees on admission in increasing numbers.

(Ed. note: Allan Levine’s Coming of Age A History of the Jewish
People of Manitoba examines in some detail the notorious discrimi-
nation practiced by the University of Manitoba Medical School in the
1930’s under the direction of then-Dean Dr. Alvin T. Mathers.

According to Levine, in 1932, “Starting that year, and for the next
twelve, strict quotas were set which severely regulated the number of
Jews, Ukrainians, Poles and an assortment of other ethnic groups who
could be admitted. Women were doubly discriminated against, mak-
ing it next to impossible for Jewish women to be admitted. The mem-
bers of the faculty administration and its professors were aware of the
change in admittance practices, although it was not publicized. By
1936, the number of Jewish students accepted each year into the
school had dropped to nine or fewer. High grades or other qualifica-
tions made little difference; indeed, Jewish students with averages
above eighty per cent were often turned down. The only criterion that
ultimately mattered was race.”

Apparently, the discrimination practiced at the University of
Manitoba Medical School was not unique to that school, as evidenced
by the excerpt from The Jewish Post in 1930.)

From the Feb. 4, 1940 issue:
An American Speaks on Being Neutral
By AL SEGAL

THINK I should write about the war.
It has seemed to me that the Jewish press has been leaning over

backward in order to be neutral. So that, if you didn’t know better, you
would guess that those who shall win the war is a matter of utter indif-
ference to the Jewish press.

This is quite understandable. The Nazis have said that this is a
Jewish-democratic war. (They used to hyphenate the Jews and the
Communists.) Months before the war began Mr. Coughlin in his
Sunday speeches suggested that, if there were a war, it would be one
fomented by the Jews.

So there has been a tendency among Jews, especially in the Jewish
press, to observe an aloofness from the issues of the war, in order to
make it definite and cer-
tain that this is not a Jews’
war. This attitude is as
absurd as the accusation
itself is false - the vile ema-
nation of distorted minds.

From the Feb. 2, 1950
issue:
Einstein Heads Hebrew U.
- Weizmann Institute
Merger

Princeton, N.J.
(JTAWire) Professor Albert
Einstein, universally hailed
as one of the greatest fig-
ures of the past half centu-
ry, was named chairman of
the combined board of the
Hebrew University and
Chaim Weizmann Institute

of Science, it was announced Wednesday evening at Einstein’s home
here. The new board includes fifty prominent Jewish figures from
Canada and the United States.

Rabbi Milton Aron at Legion Service
Rabbi Milton Aron, padre of the General Monash branch, Canadian

Legion, will officiate at the branch’s annual synagogue memorial ser-
vice, to be held at the Shaarey Zedek on Friday evening, Feb. 10.
Names of all Jewish casualties in the last two wars will be read at the
services.

All Legion members and their families have been invited to attend.

From the Feb. 4, 1960 issue:
Ben Gurion Asks ‘Who Needs
It?’ But Israelis Will Get TV
By ELIAV SIMON
United Press International

Jerusalem (UPI) - Israel is
getting ready for the arrival of
television despite the formi-
dable opposition of Prime
Minister David Ben Gurion
toward what he describes as
an “uncalled for luxury.”

Ben Gurion believes that
Israel has more important
tasks to perform than sit down
in front of a TV set. But
informed government sources
openly predict that the Prime
Minister will be outvoted by
pro-television forces when
the question comes before
the new Israeli cabinet.

Surprise Witness Harry
Walsh Subpoenaed

(Ed. note: The following
item is a further development in a story
that was first broached in our Jan. 27
issue: “Jewish Youth on Trial”, in which
lawyers Sid Green and Izzy Asper were
to take opposing sides in a mock trial of
Jewish youth. The following story fills in
some of the questions that were first
raised by that excerpt, such as: What
was that trial all about?)

In a sudden and dramatic move,
defence counsel Sydney Green
announced that Harry Walsh, Q.C., a
leading criminal lawyer and active
communal worker, has been subpoe-
naed as witness in the trial against
Winnipeg Jewish youth. The trial will
take place on February 21, 8:30 pm, at
the Y Centre....

Prosecuting attorney, Israel Asper,
who did not appear surprised at this
recent development, stated that the
highlight of the trial may well be his cross-examination of Mr. Walsh...

The indictment against Jewish Youth is:
To: The Jewish youth of Winnipeg between the ages of 15 and 30.

You stand charged that you are engaged in conduct detrimental to the
common Jewish Welfare, in that:

(a) You are indifferent to Jewish affairs; (b) you refuse to support and
identify yourself with idealogical (sic) issues challenging Jewish sur-
vival; (c) you are failing to provide the manpower for institutions in
Jewish life at home and abroad vital to perpetuate the existence of
these institutions; (d) you are displaying an attitude of callous disin-
terest towards Jewish dietary laws, religion and holiday observances;
(e) you have become Phillistines and are devoid of idealism; (f) you
refuse to maintain and support youth and young adult organizations
dedicated to positive Jewish values and positive Jewish action, but
rather, you identify yourselves with organizations fundamentally
social and non-Jewish in character and purpose; contrary to your
Jewish heritage and to your responsibilities as Jews...

– Saul Cherniack, Chief Justice
(Stay tuned for further excerpts about this trial.)

HARRY WALSH

ALBERT EINSTEIN

DAVID BEN GURION

(Cont. on page 25. See “Looking Back”.)
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From the Feb. 5, 1970 issue:
Full Scale War Feared

London (JTA) - According to informed
sources here, Soviet diplomats have said

that Russia would have to intervene to save the Arabs from another
defeat if the worsening Mideast crisis erupts into a full scale war. The
sources said the Soviets could not stand idly by in such an event, even
if it meant risking a direct confrontation with the United States.
According to these sources, Moscow is resigned to an indefinite peri-
od of infighting between Israel and Egypt but is alarmed by the appar-
ent ease with which Israeli ground and air forces strike at will against
Egypt. The Russians have invested an estimated $6 billion to re-arm
the Arab states, much of it for weapons to replace the losses sustained
by the Arabs in the Six-Day War.

From Barney Glazer’s “In Hollywood” column:
Barbra Streisand, who used to buy castoff

clothes, bought a mechanical rocking horse for
her son, Jason Gould. Proving that she’s still not
above shopping for a good buy, Barbra found it in
a second-hand store. She also sings about second-
hand stores.

When comedian Jack Carter’s beloved mother
visited him in his bachelor diggings here in
Hollywood, her typical Yiddisha momma’s
upbringing could not bring her to the point of rec-
onciling to the Hollywood system where actors
remain idle between TV and film assignments.

After patiently observing Jack lounge
around, while waiting booking news from his
agent, she could no longer stand the sus-
pense. Dutifully, she asked her son one day,
“Why don’t you go out and get a job?”

From the Feb. 5, 1980 issue:
Captors Threaten to Try Attache

New York (JCNS) - According to recent
reports here, the Iranian “students” holding
the American hostages have threatened to put
one of them, a Jew, on trial.

He is Barry Rosen, press attaché of the Embassy and one of the three
Jews known to be hostages. The others are a California businessman
and a sargeant in the Marine Guard.

Mr. Rosen, 34, is a life-long resident of Brooklyn where he was born
and where his wife lives. He graduated from Brooklyn College and
speaks Farsi and Arabic...

Responding to allegations that her son is a spy, Mrs. Sara Rosen said:
“When the stories first came out, I asked the State Department about
Barry and they told me that definitely he was not a spy.”

Jewish Heritage Series Features Local Talent
The Town Hall

Series will present a
Jewish Heritage
Concert with the
Winnipeg Symphony
Orchestra on
Thursday, March 27...

The concert will
feature guest artists
from the Winnipeg
Jewish community:
Michael Dolovitch,
guest pianist; the
Rosh Pina Choir with
soloist Miriam
Breitman; and the
Chai Folk Ensemble.

From the Feb. 7,
1990 issue:
U.S. Soviet Union Warn Israel about settling
Olim in Territories

WASHINGTON (JTA) - Israel received
strong warnings Jan. 29 from both the United
States and the Soviet Union about settling
newly arrived Soviet Jews in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip. In Moscow, the chief Israeli
consular official, Arye Levin, was summoned

to the Soviet Foreign Ministry and warned by the first deputy foreign
minister of the “grave consequences” of settling immigrants in the
administered territories...In Washington, the State Department said the
United States had informed Israel that housing the new immigrants in
the territories would not help the peace process.

Eliyohu’s Sells Kashrut, Wisdom
Eliyohu Simmonds dispenses more than food in his store. Because of

his training in Torah, he can answer many of the questions his cus-
tomers bring up in conversation...
By MYRON LOVE

“We’re not just here for the Orthodox community,” sasy Eliyohu
Simmonds, proprietor of Eliyohu’s Food Mart on McGregor. “The bulk
of our customers are our fellow Winnipeggers. Our mainstay is the
people of the city. That’s what we wanted. The basis of our store is pro-
viding kosher food for every Jewish household.”

Eliyohu’s Food Mart celebrated its 10th anniversary in December.
“We went into this business because we saw a void,” says Eliyohu.
“We are the first and only one-stop kosher shopping establishment in
Winnipeg.”

From the Feb. 2, 2000 issue:
Gray Academy to be Restructured
By MATT BELLAN

Three years after opening three Jewish day schools in the newly-
opened Asper Jewish Community Campus, the Board of Jewish
Education (BJE) is returning to an earlier pattern of grouping students.

For the coming school year, BJE President Donna Bernstein con-
firmed last week, the campus’s Gray Academy of Jewish Education
will have a Junior Kindergarten (JK) through Grade 6 school, and a
Grade 7 through 12 school.

That was the pattern before the Gray Academy opened in 1997, with
a JK to Grade 4 “early years school”, a Grades 5 to 8 “middle school”,
and a Grades 9 through 12 “high school”.

Declining enrolment at the Gray Academy “definitely” had an
impact on that decision, Bernstein admitted of the 20 per cent drop in
enrolment at the academy in the past two school years.

Arafat would allow Jewish settlements
By NAOMI SEGAL

JERUSALEM (JTA) - The Palestinian Authority is willing to grant
Israel blocs of settlements in the West Bank, an Israeli newspaper
reported.

Citing Palestinian sources, Ha’aretz January 26 laid out the main
principles of a final peace accord that Palestinian Authority President
Yasser Arafat presented to President Clinton two weeks ago in
Washington. In addition to Jewish settlements, the plan addressed the
main issue of borders, Jerusalem and Palestinian refugees...

After the report’s publication, Palestinian officials denied its contents
but U.S. sources said it contained some truth.

Looking Back
(Cont. from page 24.)

MIRIAM 
BREITMAN

BARBRA
STREISAND

JACK CARTER

Did you know…
The five basics  of a Jewish burial:
Shmira – Guard ing
The deceased is accompanied from the time of death to the funeral by friends
and family.  The Shomrim offer comfort to the soul by reading tehillim (Book of
Psalms)
Tahara -  Puri f icat ion
The ritual of washing, purifying and dressing the deceased according to ancient
custom
Tachrichim - -Burial outf i t   
Simple pants, shirt and kittel made from natural fabric, in remembrance of the
clothing worn by Kohanim in time of the Temple
Aron – Casket
An unadorned box, with no metal components.  Holes are made in the bottom
to facilitate contact with the earth
Kvura – In ground Burial
Physical remains are returned to the earth intact as friends and family carry the
casket and take part in  filling the grave 

TThheerree aarree sseevveerraall wwaayyss ttoo
rreecceeiivvee iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn
aabboouutt ffuunneerraall sseerrvviicceess iinn
oouurr ccoommmmuunniittyy::

VViissiitt oouurr wweebbssiittee
wwwwww..cchheesseeddsshheelleemmeess..oorrgg

CCuurrrreenntt sseerrvviiccee
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn iiss ssccrroolllliinngg iinn
tthhee ttoopp rriigghhtt hhaanndd ccoorrnneerr..

CCaallll uuss
220044..558822..55008888

CCuurrrreenntt sseerrvviiccee
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn iiss aavvaaiillaabbllee aass
oonnee ooff tthhee mmeennuu ooppttiioonnss..

EE--mmaaiill uuss
cchheesseedd@@mmttss..nneett

AAdddd yyoouurr nnaammee ttoo oouurr
ee--mmaaiill nnoottiiffiiccaattiioonn lliisstt ..



LOS ANGELES (JTA) —
Three Jewish-themed films
and an Israeli film are in
the running for Academy
Awards. 

“Inglourious Basterds,” a
Jewish revenge fantasy in
which a squad of Jewish
GIs wipes out the Nazi
leadership, won nomina-
tions for best picture,
directing and writing for
Quentin Tarantino, best
supporting actor for
Christoph Waltz and best
cinematography for
Robert Richardson. 

The two other Jewish-
themed pictures that
received best picture
nominations — “An
Education,” from Britain,
and “A Serious Man” —
have won critical acclaim
for their artistry but also a
few lemons for perceived
gratuitous anti-Semitism. 

Brothers Joel and Ethan
Coen also won writing
nominations for “A
Serious Man.” 

Jason Reitman received
a directing nomination for
the popular hit “Up In the
Air.” 

Another directing nomination went to Michael Haneke
for the German entry “The White Ribbon.” The story
revolves around a seemingly placid German village in
1914, but whose rigid class structure and authoritarianism
holds the seed of the Nazi era to come. 

Meanwhile, “Ajami” became the third Israeli entry in
consecutive years to be nominated as top foreign-lan-
guage film. 

“Ajami” paints an unsparing picture of Arab-Jewish and
intra-Arab tensions in a mixed quarter of Jaffa. Its co-direc-
tors are two young Israelis, Scandar Copti, a Christian
Arab, and Yaron Shani, who is Jewish. 

Along with “Ajami” and “The White Ribbon,” the other
nominees for best foreign film are “El Secreto de Sus
Ojos,” from Argentina; “A Prophet,” from France; and “The
Milk of Sorrow,” from Peru. 

The Oscar winners will be announced March 7 in Los Angeles. 
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WJT Production of
“Betrayal” Reinforces
Pinter’s Reputation as
Brilliant Wordsmith

Review by BERNIE BELLAN

One of the advantages of writing a review of a
production some time after that production has
closed is that I don’t have to worry whether any-
thing I have to say will affect someone’s decision to
go see that particular production. (That’s three
“productions” in one sentence, in case you think I
didn’t notice my repetition.)

Now, if you think I ‘m setting you up to skewer
the WJT’s most recent production of Harold Pinter’s
1978 play, “Betrayal”, you’d be wrong. I was quite
taken with it and the challenges it represented in
terms of its playing backward in time chronologi-
cally.

It turns out that the plot for the play, which
revolves around a very long affair in which the two
lead characters, Jerry and Emma, have been
involved for years, was inspired by an affair that
Harold Pinter himself had with a television person-
ality by the name of Joan Bakewell.

As the play opens, we see Jerry and Emma meet-
ing for a drink after what must have been a long
lapse since their last meeting. Their awkward con-
versation suggests that they are not at all intimate,
which makes it all the more surprising to learn how
passionate they once were with one another. 

Given the proper British background of the char-
acters – they are always so bloody correct with
each other, even when anger is simmering just
beneath the surface, it is not surprising to discover
that they had been tentative about their affair for
years.

At one point, toward the end of their affair, Jerry
says to Emma: “I don’t think that we don’t love
each other.” How’s that for an uncertain protesta-
tion of love?

As the play develops, we learn that Emma and
Jerry’s affair has not been all that well hidden. In
fact, it becomes apparent that Emma’s husband
Robert, who was also Jerry’s best friend, had been
aware of the affair from the very moment it started,
chancing upon the couple immediately after their
very first embrace.

What began as a highly energized affair evident-
ly turned rather quickly into nothing more than a
routine of secret rendezvous in a little flat that Jerry
had acquired. For it to have gone on for seven
years, as Pinter’s also did in real life, Jerry and
Emma must have been able to maintain as resolute
a commitment to carrying on the affair as they both
did to maintaining their marriages. I certainly
admire the British sense of discipline!

In discussing the WJT’s staging of “Betrayal”, I
heard one critic remark that the actor’s British
accents began to wear thin toward the end of the
play. They must have been tired, he noted.

My own impression was that it was the charac-
ters’ physical appearances that left me having trou-
ble with the story’s believability. Quite honestly,
Kristin Harris, who played Emma, was quite beau-
tiful, while Omar Khan, who played Jerry, was not
someone for whom I could see Emma falling head
over heels.

Robert, as played by Ron Lea, displayed much
more of an animal magnetism. With his latent fury
at Jerry suppressed throughout the play, yet quite
apparent to the audience, I found him to be far
more attractive than Jerry. I wondered why a dish
like Emma would go for a dweeb like Jerry when
her own husband was so much more viscerally
attractive.

Regardless, this was a terrific evening’s entertain-
ment. Remarkable that it’s taken this long for the
WJT to produce a Pinter play.

Israeli film, Jewish-themed films up for Oscars 

Cohen, Previn receive lifetime Grammys 
(JTA) —

Musician and
poet Leonard
Cohen was hon-
ored with a life-
time achieve-
ment award at
the Grammy
Awards. 

Cohen, 75,
received his
award Saturday
during a sepa-
rate ceremony
at the Wilshire
Ebell Theater in
Los Angeles. The 52nd annual Grammy
Awards took place Sunday night at the
Staples Center in Los Angeles. 

T h e
C a n a d i a n
has never
won a
G r a m m y
for his
recordings. 

A n d r e
Previn also
received a
l i f e t i m e
a c h i e v e -
m e n t
award at
Saturday’s

ceremony. The classical pianist, con-
ductor and composer has won 10
Grammys. 

LEONARD COHEN ANDRE PREVIN
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Rhea Tregebov releases first novel: The Knife-Sharpener’s Bell
By MARTIN ZEILIG 

Just because she’s written a well received
first novel, The Knife-Sharpener’s Bell
(Coteau Books), Rhea Tregebov has no inten-
tion of giving up creating poetry anytime
soon – if ever – to focus exclusively on prose
fiction.

In fact, during an interview at her parents’
home in West Kildonan, Tregebov, who’s an
assistant professor of Creative Writing at the
University of British Columbia, mentions that
she is currently “finishing off another book of
poetry” – The Gardens of the Antarctic. 

“Poetry is like heroin,” says Tregebov, who
was born in 1953 in Saskatoon and raised in
Winnipeg, where she received her under-
graduate education at the University of
Manitoba.

“It’s so intense. I love writing poetry.”
Tregebov is the author of six critically

acclaimed books of poetry, most recently
(alive): Selected and new poems.

In addition to her poetry, she has written
five popular children’s picture books. She is
also the editor of numerous anthologies.
Arguing with the Storm, an anthology of sto-
ries by women writers she co-translated from
the Yiddish, was published in Canada in 2007
and released in the States by The Feminist
Press, CUNY in 2008, notes information
found on Tregebov’s website.

Her work has received a number of literary
prizes, including the Pat Lowther Award,
Prairie Schooner Readers’ Choice Award, and
the Malahat Review Long Poem Award for
her poetry.

She did graduate work in literature at
Cornell and Boston Universities, receiving
her MA from BU in 1978. After working in
Toronto for many years as a freelance author
and editor, she moved to Vancouver in 2004
to take up her current position at UBC. She
teaches workshops in poetry and translation.

The Knife-Sharpener’s Bell was released in
September 2009.

“Ten-year old Annette Gershon is content
enough growing up in her father’s deli-
catessen on Main Street in Winnipeg, but for

immigrant families scratching out a living in
the Dirty Thirties, even subsistence is a deli-
cate balance, easily upset,” says an online
description of Tregebov’s novel.

Everything changes, though, when her par-
ents decide to take the family “home” to the
Soviet Union.

“Annette struggles to maintain her sense of
who she is, first adapting to her life in
Odessa, then fleeing to Moscow ahead of the
Nazi occupation. But it is in the post-war
years that her identity, and her very life, are
threatened by the anti-Semitism of Stalinism’s
final years.”

“By far, Tregebov’s greatest feat is in her
subtle portrayal of ordinary characters endur-
ing life under Communism,” wrote literary
critic Bev Greenberg in a review of The Knife-
Sharpener’s Bell in the Winnipeg Free Press
last September.

“The sound of the knife sharpener has two
beats, a light followed by a heavy one, and
those beats provide the rhythm for the cata-

strophic events in Annette’s life,” said
Canadian literature specialist Michael
Greenstein in his review in Prairie Fire mag-
azine.

The novel is based on a true story about a
family cousin, Vladlen Furman, who was
involved in a dissident movement in the for-
mer USSR in 1950, observes Tregebov, who
gave a talk about her novel at the University of
Manitoba – sponsored by the Judaic Studies
Program, Jewish Studies Research Circle,
Institute for Humanities, Centre for Creative
Writing and Oral Culture, Department of
English, Film, and Theatre, and, the
Department of History – on January 28.

“He was arrested and tried for treason,” she
says.

“My mother actually met Vladlen’s parents
in Moscow in 1975 while she was attending
a gerontological conference in the former
Soviet Union. He was part of this little dissi-
dent movement. From the research I did, I
believe that his group were radicalized by
the anti-Semitism. This was the time of the
worst years of Stalinism, and anti-Semitism
became institutionalized. I became obsessed
with Vlad’s story – the huge injustice and
tragedy of a young life lost. He was shot in
1953.”

Tregebov reflects that she was haunted by
the “what if” factor.

“What if my grandfather had taken his fam-
ily to the USSR in 1936 to live,” she specu-
lates.

“That’s the other thread I pursue in the
novel. Since, my protagonist, Annette,
becomes enmeshed in the post-war dissident
movement. When I first started working on the
novel, it felt a bit fake, like a fairy tale,
because it’s so counter-intuitive – people from
Canada moving to the USSR at that time.”

Tregebov, who dedicated the novel to her
mother, Jeanette Block, and to the memory of
Furman, says the novel is primarily about psy-
chological knowledge – how self delusion
played such an important role and had such
negative effects on peoples’ lives.

“I have some compassion for that idealism,”
she states.

RHEA TREGEBOV
first foray into prose after successful career

as a poet

A new French film examines a case of philo-Semitism gone terribly awry 
By ALLISON HOFFMAN 

NEW YORK (Tablet) — Life isn’t easy for Jeanne Fabre, the char-
acter at the center of the new French film “The Girl on the Train.”
She’s a flighty airhead stuck in the Parisian suburbs with no job, a
boyfriend who’s caught up in some shady business and an over-
bearing mother pretty enough to be played by Catherine Deneuve. 

One night, while mourning her own minor tragedies, she sees a
documentary on television about the Holocaust and bursts into
tears. Such terrible things happened to the Jews, she seems to be
thinking: My problems aren’t so bad. 

Except Jeanne isn’t empowered by the heroism of Jewish survivors;
she decides she wants to be a victim. She goes into her bathroom
one morning, draws some swastikas on her taut belly and cuts her
pretty face with a knife. Then she goes to the police and files a report
claiming that she’s been attacked on a train by a gang of Arab youths
who mistook her for a Jew. Voila, sympathy! 

News anchors detail her plight and bemoan the latest example of
anti-Semitism, and the president’s office calls to offer support. It’s
just what she thought she wanted: to become a victim, deserving of
sorrow. Usually when non-Jews talk about their desire to access
some of what being Jewish has to offer, they talk about spirituality,
or lox, or Bar Rafaeli. But Jeanne is after something else: a kind of
public martyrdom. 

“At the heart of Jeanne’s lie is the desire to become Jewish in the
mode of persecution,” the film’s director, Andre Techine, explained
in media notes for the film, which opened here recently. “It’s an

identification.” 
In other words, it’s anti-Semitism turned inside out. Instead of fear-

ing Jews, Jeanne envies some imagined special quality. What’s
strange is that she expresses her philo-Semitism by claiming to be
the target of anti-Jewish hate. 

Jeanne’s story, as it happens, is based on real events. 
In July 2004, a 23-year-old woman named Marie Leblanc went to

the police and reported that she and her 13-month-old baby were
violently assaulted on a suburban light-rail train by six young
Muslim men who thought she was Jewish. 

France already was on alert. The previous fall, President Jacques
Chirac had announced a crackdown on anti-Semitic incidents. 

“When a Jew is attacked in France,” Chirac said, “it is an attack on
the whole of France.” 

He also called on French citizens to be vigilant against anti-Jewish
outbursts. Perhaps as a result, the Parisian paper Le Figaro was quick
to compare Leblanc, who claimed 20 fellow passengers watched the
attack in silence, to Kitty Genovese, the New York woman whose
neighbors famously failed to respond to her cries for help as she was
brutally stabbed to death in 1964. 

Within days Leblanc’s tale was revealed as a hoax. Chirac, who
had publicly called for the alleged perpetrators to be hunted down
and held to account, apologized and instead demanded that
Leblanc be punished for her “manipulation” of the racial tensions
roiling the nation. (Leblanc was quickly sentenced to probation and
ordered by French courts to seek psychiatric care.) 
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Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

MAYER and MIRIAM LEWIN
would like to thank you for your expressions
of sympathy and kindness through cards,
donations, phone calls, emails,� meals and

friendship. There are no words to describe the
pain and loneliness to have lost both parents
only eight months apart. �You have given us
comfort at this difficult time.��Our parents

loved visiting Winnipeg to enjoy their
granddaughters and meet our treasured

friends.�Dad/Zaydie had a very strong work
ethic and a kind soul. ��

Mom/Bubbie had a great sense of humour
and a beautiful singing voice. Both were
survivors of the Holocaust and embraced

their new life in North America with passion
and a strong will to make life better for their
three daughters. They were loved and adored

by their family.��

A “groysem dank” big thank you for
embracing us in our time of need.

Adele Lewin, Paul Brewer,

Jenna and Shayla

 Vancouver, BC

IRVINE MORRIS
Friends and family of

Irv Morris are deeply sad-
dened by his passing on
January 21, 2010.  Irv is
survived by Ronee Mor-
ris,  his wife of 57 years,
daughter Nancy, sons
Larry and Jeff, sister Lil
Adelman, loving grand-
children and great grand-
children, and many close
family and friends. Irv
grew up in Regina, began

a family with Ronee in Kamsak, Sask and spent the last
50 years in Winnipeg.  Irv enjoyed growing and run-
ning his family businesses in Winnipeg and later, in
Halifax and remained active until his recent illness.  He
will be remembered for his loving dedication to his
family and important outreach work in helping others.
He will be greatly missed.

FLORENCE CAROL HALPARIN
(nee NITIKMAN)

May 12, 1914 - December 2, 2009
Florence passed away

peacefully at Grace Hos-
pital on Wednesday De-
cember 2, 2009 follow-
ing a short illness. Born
in Winkler, Manitoba,
Florence lived in Winni-
peg for most of her 95
years. She was married
for 65 years to her hus-

band Bill who predeceased her in 2002. She will be
profoundly missed by her sister Lily Halper, her sons
Dr. Lawrence and Dr. Elliot, daughters-in-law Barbara
and Nancy, grandchildren Jessica, Judy, Kamiel, Chloe
and Max, great-grandchildren Finley and Mimi, and
her sister-in-law Lillian Mostow and her many bridge
partners and friends. She was the matriarch of the
Halparin family and an inspiration to many. The family
wishes to thank the wonderful staff at Grace Hospital
for their compassionate care. Donations may be made
to the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, or to a charity of
your choice.

delandes 2x4

LAURENCE USISKIN
February 24, 1920 - January 15, 2010

Larry passed away
peacefully at age 89 after
a brief illness. He was
predeceased by his par-
ents David and Esther
Usiskin and is survived
by his wife of 60 years,
Roz (Wolodarsky), his
three sons, Michael
(Jean), Arnold (Robyn),
and Len (Priscilla), his
brother Sid (Viki) and sis-
ter Marcia, his grandchil-
dren Jana, Mika, Josh,

Beth, Aaron and Jacqui, and the extended Usiskin and
Wolodarsky families. Larry was the owner of Warkov-
Safeer Leather Ltd. where he worked for 55 years until
he retired in 1994. Larry was an active and engaged
citizen of his community and of the world. He followed
world affairs very closely and read voraciously about
everything. He was a life-long member of the United
Jewish Peoples Order and through this organization
was active on human rights and social justice issues for
Jews and for all people. Larry was gentle and non-
judgmental. His wise advice was given only when
asked for, never calling attention to himself. Instead, he
quietly made sure all that was needed was taken care of
for those around him. Through example in word and
deed, he created a legacy of support and caring for his
immediate and extended family. He will be missed but
never forgotten for the inner strength he shared with
everyone.

The funeral was held at the Chesed Shel Emes
Chapel on Monday, January 18, 2010. Pallbearers
were David Usiskin, Harvey Chochinov, Alan
Lacovetsky, Steven Bagel, Josh Usiskin and Aaron
Usiskin. Honourary pallbearers were his granddaugh-
ters Jana Usiskin, Mika Settee Usiskin, Beth Usiskin
and Jacqui Usiskin. Donations can be made in Larry’s
memory to the charity of your choice.

MORRIS D. ALTMAN
January 30, 1929 - January 22, 2010

It is with great sadness that the wife and family of
Morris Altman announce his passing on Friday Janu-
ary 22, 2010 one week before his 81rst birthday.

He is at rest with his beloved daughter Marla Naomi
who predeceased him on May 25, 2005.

Morris leaves behind to remember him: His loving
wife of 56 years Leah (Lorraine Arlinsky); his children
Gary and Pam, Ian and Chris (Guelph, Ontario), Risa,
and Marla’s partner Don Fraser; his five grandsons,
Corey and Daniel Altman, Jared and Ethan Zipman,
and Dustin Altman-Fraser.  He will also be remem-
bered by: His sister Evelyn and brother-in-law Alec
Gillman and family; brother Frank Altman and sister-
in-law Shelley and family (Toronto); and brother-in-
law Jerry Green (Los Angeles).  He was predeceased
by his sister Bernice Green.

He loved to hear of the many accomplishments of his
children and grandchildren whom he treasured.

Morris was well known as an accountant and office
manager in bedding manufacturing.

As a young man he was very active in B’Nai Brith as
president of his chapter.  He also was an active member
in the Masonic Order (Mount Sinai) and in the Shriners
(KOPS).

We wish to thank all of the doctors and nurses of the
Dialysis Unit at St. Boniface Hospital for his care
during his eleven years of dialysis treatments.

Funeral services were held on January 24, 2010 at
Etz Chayim Synagogue with burial at Rosh Pina Cem-
etery.

Pallbearers were Corey Altman, Jared and Ethan
Zipman, Don Fraser, Alec Gillman, and Dr. B.
Wiesenthal.

Flowers are gratefully declined.  If desired, dona-
tions may be made to the Canadian Museum of Human
Rights (Marla Altman Fund), Jewish Child and Family
Services, the St. Boniface Hospital Dialysis Research
Unit or a charity of your choice.

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

IRVINE MORRIS
would like to extend our heartfelt thanks

to all our family and friends for the
many charitable contributions we received

in memory of Irv and the meals for the family.
The love and support given our family

was overwhelming.� It helped us through
this very difficult time.

The Morris Family

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late
MORRIS ALTMAN

was deeply comforted by everyone who was so
kind, thoughtful and generous during our

time of loss. Your many cards of condolence,
donations, and phone calls were greatly

appreciated.  Thank you very much.
Leah Altman and family

ROSE LILLIAN SHANE
March 14, 1920 - Jan 17, 2010

Sadly we announce the
passing of Rose on Sun-
day, Jan 17, 2010 at the
age of 89.

Rose was predeceased
by her parents Moses and
Bertha Raeve and hus-
band Martin. She is sur-
vived by her children Ed
(Nili), and Florence
Zamick (Sheldon), grand-
children Sarah, Leora,
Steven and Natalie.

Born March 14, 1920, in Russia, Rose came to
Canada at the age of 2. She attended the University of
Winnipeg and worked at Peretz School as a secretary.
Rose and Martin were married Jan 11, 1953.

Rose was a kind and caring person who loved to
travel. Rose went all over Canada and the U.S., and
overseas to Brazil and Israel. She enjoyed dancing and
spending time with friends and family. Rose loved to
laugh and was full of life.

Funeral services were held Jan 19, 2010 at the
Chesed Shel Emes followed by interment at the B’nay
Abraham Cemetery with Rabbi Altein officiating. Pall-
bearers were: Hannon Bell, Frank Dahle, Ian Dimerman,
Zvi Gordon, Martin Ross and Dr. David Short.

Thanks to all the doctors, nurses and health care aides
at the Victoria Hospital 5th Floor & 2nd Floor Simkin
Centre. In lieu of flowers donations can be made to the
Zamick Family Fund at the Jewish Foundation or a
charity of your choice.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

FEBRUARY 10

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
BERNARD
ATNIKOV
who passed away

February 14, 1980
28 Days in Shevat

Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our way.
Though absent you are ever
near.
Still missed, still loved and ever
dear.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children
and grandchildren, brother
and sister.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
HARRY

DORDICK
who passed away

February 17, 1999
1 Day in Adar I

— Forever missed by your
wife, daughter, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In loving memory of
MORRIS GUNN

who passed away
March 5, 1973

1st Day in Adar II, 5733
Forever in our hearts

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
WILLIAM (BILL)

OMNITSKY
who passed away

February 10, 2005
1 Day in Adar

— Ever loved and remembered
by his family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GOLDIE
ROSENBERG

who passed away
Feb. 22nd, 1948

BENJAMIN
ROSENBERG

who passed away
Feb. 24th, 1956

— Always remembered and missed by their son Morris.

In Memoriam

NORMA (LOEB) MILLER
In her ninety-fourth year on Tuesday, January 19,

2010, in Montreal. Wife of the late Harry Miller.
Beloved mother of Judy Miller Perlman Laurie (Patty)
Miller of Nova Scotia, Joe (Shari) Miller; Cherished
“bobba” of Janice (Peter) Cohen, Monte (Tamar)
Perlman; Michaela Miller; Mira Miller. Loving “great-
babba” of Jacob, Julia and Joshua Cohen, Charly and
Dean Perlman. Dear sister-in-law of Ruth Garber;
Sylvia (Barry) Short of Toronto; Denny (Zol) Pinsk of
Winnipeg; nieces and nephews; great-nieces and neph-
ews. Predeceased by sisters and brothers-in-law Dorothy
and Jack Chercover; Alfred Garber; Ethel Krongold.

Funeral took place in Montreal. According to Nor-
ma’s wishes, there were few tears and much laughter as
we remembered her many antics. If love could have
saved her, she would have lived forever.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
wife, mother and

grandmother
LORETTA

LABOVITCH
who passed away

March 9, 2008
3rd day in Adar, 5768

Our hearts still ache with
sadness
And silent tears do flow
And what is meant to lose you,
no one will ever know.
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
husband Max, children,
grandchildren and family.

2nd Yahrzeit

KEN NARVEY
On January 17, 2010, Ken Narvey, of Winnipeg, died

at the age of 66 of complications arising from heart
disease. Ken was born and raised in the north end of
Winnipeg and attended school here right through the
University of Manitoba, graduating in Economics. He
won scholastic awards in every school he attended and
was always at the top of his class. He had an encyclo-
pedic knowledge of many subject areas and a remark-
able ability with words He was, in short, brilliant as
such. Indeed, he was such an outstanding student that
he received scholarships from MIT and Cambridge.

After graduation, Ken pursued a career in legal
research - even though he was not a trained lawyer. He
seemed to know intuitively how to pore through the
legal books to build an argument, how to penetrate the
often obscure aspects of legal cases, and easily distil
the essence of them. Ken moved to Montreal where he
deployed these skills in pursuit of war criminals, par-
ticularly Nazi War criminals. He became an advocate
of and chief participant in what was known as the
Coalition of Concerned Congregations and Crimes
Against Humanity. Ken devoted virtually the whole of
his working life and career to bringing these criminals
to justice. His research and dedication to this cause led
him to lobby Parliament to change the laws regarding
war criminals and he was instrumental in dealing with
this issue in the context of the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms. He was unafraid to intervene on his own in
war criminal cases and even in those cases where he did
not succeed, he was persuasive in getting his points
across.

What was immediately noticeable about Ken was his
quick mind, his sense of humour and his deep love for
his parents. It was his undying love for his mother and
father - Gert and Fred Narvey - that brought him back
to Winnipeg about five years ago. Their welfare be-
came his primary concern. Ken was always supportive
and caring in every way he could, especially given the
limitations of his own health in the last few years. Ken
could converse with his father and others in Yiddish
which was a love of his for many years. In fact, Ken was
trilingual, since he was also fluent in French,

Ken had a meaningful relationship with his partner
Claire Dumont during his years in Montreal and even
after his return to Winnipeg. He is survived by his
father Fred Narvey of Winnipeg, and his sister Janice
Afruma of California.

SYDNEY GURVEY
April 8, 1918 - January 23, 2010

Suddenly, but peace-
fully, Syd passed away at
Seven Oaks Hospital.  He
resided in his family
home of 46 years to his
last days. Syd will be
sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by his wife,
Maxine, by his children,
Ariel Gurvey (Houston,
TX)  and David Gurvey
(Wendy Sherwood), and
by his treasured grand-
children, Jonathan and

Joshua (Houston) and Samantha and Michael.  He is
also survived by his brother Gerry (Bunny) and his
sister-in-law, Evelyn, and many nieces and nephews.
He was predeceased by his parents, Aaron and Rivka
Raizel Gurevitch (née Penn) and his brothers, Morris
and Harry.

Syd lived in Winnipeg his entire 91+ years.  He
graduated from Pharmacy School and became a li-
cenced pharmacist in 1940, and in 1948 he opened
Gurveys Pharmacy on Henderson Highway.  Syd op-
erated his store until 1974. He then worked at Bigelow’s
Pharmacy for a short time prior to moving to Shoppers
Drug Mart, 297 Portage Avenue.  From there he moved
to Howie’s on Marion Street which became Shoppers
Drug Mart.  He loved working and talking with the
people who came into the store, and enjoyed a 90th
birthday celebration at work during one of his last
shifts.  Shortly after that much appreciated acknowl-
edgement, Syd’s kidneys failed, and on dialysis,  he no
longer had energy for a workday.   He was a devoted
pharmacist who took very seriously the profession of
advice and counsel to patients in need.  He was very
proud of the advances the profession has taken.  When
he started practicing pharmacy, alcohol and cocaine
were dispensed and there were no antibiotics or insulin.
He constantly read and studied journals and was proud
to keep his professional knowledge current through the
required credits of study needed each year to renew his
license through 2008.

Syd enjoyed learning new things, and discussed
articles from magazines such as The Economist until
the end of his life.  He especially enjoyed time at West
Hawk Lake, where he cottaged since 1956, first as a
bachelor, then precious time spent with his family.  It
was at the Lake where he taught his children many
skills in building and fixing things, as well as encour-
aging a love of nature.  Syd had a great sense of humour
and loved to tell a story.  He lived through incredible
changes, from horse drawn wagons being pulled down
the street and wood stove heated homes, to cable TV,
computers, and cell phones.

Syd was a man who always had a kind word to say
about everyone, and would help others in need as he
could.  He counseled and taught many, and later in life,
was a mentor to young pharmacists.  He loved his wife
of 48 years, his children, and his grandchildren im-
mensely. We will greatly miss our husband, father,
father-in-Law, and Zaida.

We want to thank all of the  doctors and nurses who
took excellent care of Syd through his dialysis sessions
at St. Boniface, and his hospital stays. We especially
want to thank Drs. Mauro Verrelli, Sean Armstrong
and Robert Choptianny who practice their profession
with compassion for their patients and also to Drs.
Trevor Lee and David Hochman who were a great help.
Thanks also to Dale Crawford of Shoppers Drug Mart
who enabled Syd to continue in his beloved Profession.

The funeral service was held at Shaarey Zedek Syna-
gogue on January 26, 2010 with Rabbi Pinsker offici-
ating.  A loving eulogy was presented by Ariel and
David.  Pallbearers were Amir Barlyko, Lindsay Berger,
Avrom Charach, Dale Crawford,  Jeff Itzkow, and
Chuck Simundson, and Honorary Pallbearer was
Norbert Pachet.  In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to The St. Boniface General Hospital Foundation
for use by the Nephrology Department’s research.

In loving memory of
FRED SHAPIRO

who passed away
February 11, 2005

2 Days in Adar
— Sadly missed by his wife,
children, grandchildren and
great-granddaughter.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

More memoriams on next page.

Next issue of
The Jewish Post & News

 wil be Feb. 24.
Deadline for that  issue is

Thursday, Feb. 17.
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11th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JACK KAY
who passed away

February 24, 1999
8 Days in Adar

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his loving
wife Marge, children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
GERTIE KNELMAN

who passed away
February 23, 2007

5 Days in Adar
— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by her loving
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MANDEL
MINUK

who passed away
March 5, 1979

6 Days in Adar, 5739
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
CHANA

POLLOCK
who passed away

February 17, 2002
5 days in Adar

- Always remembered and
sadly missed by her nephews,
nieces, grandnephews and
grandnieces, great-
grandnephews and great-
grandnieces.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,

father and grandfather
MOONI

ROSENZWEIG
who passed away

March 1, 2001
6 days in Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Renee,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MAX WEINMAN

who passed away
March 14, 1992

10 Days in Adar II
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by daughter Fay
and family.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SAM

GREENBERG
who passed away

February 23, 2001
30 days in Shevat

You are forever in our hearts &
on our minds.
— Your children &
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
WILLIAM (BILL)

ITZKOW
who passed away

February 11, 2008
5 Days in Adar I

— Sadly missed by his wife
Dolly, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In loving memory of
ABE

GREENBERG
who passed away

March 6, 2006
6 days in Adar

Our hearts still ache with the
pain of your leaving

The tears are silent but you
will forever be

remembered as our children
carry your name.

Marvin, Nancy, Aliya & Ari.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother
ANNIE RICE

who passed away
March 3, 1995

1 Day in Adar II
Loved and missed always.
— Your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

13th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved
EVA

ROSENSTOCK
who passed away
February 8, 1997

1 Day in Adar, 5757
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

FEBRUARY 17

In loving memory of
ELSIE

BORODITSKY
who passed away

February 18, 1975
7 Days in Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MICKEY

COOPERBAND
who passed away

February 23, 1983
10 Days in Adar

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
family.

In Memoriam

In memory of our dearly
beloved

SAUL GOORVICH
who passed away
March 19, 1978

10 days in Adar II
Many a lonely heartache,
Often a silent tear.
But always a beautiful memory
Of one we loved so dear.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children
and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
EVA GOOT

who passed away
February 18, 1991
4 Days in Adar 1

— Ever remembered by
grandchildren Francie and
Eric, Beverley and Bryan and
great-grandchildren.

10th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JACK

NIMCHONOK
who passed away
February 5, 2000
30 Days in Shevat

— Greatly missed by his loving
children, grandchildren,
sisters, family and dear
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MINDY

UNRODE-HABER
who passed away
March 13, 1986

2 Days in Adar II
Toronto, Ont.

Mindy our love, you are sadly
missed, for it is hard to let you go.
We cannot have the old days back
when we were all together,
but secret  tears, and loving
thoughts of you
Will be with us forever.
— Remembered always by
your daughter Lauren, sister
Diane, brother-in-law Jim,
niece Rachel and many
cousins.

In Memoriam

In memory of
RAE DREMAN

who passed away
February 14, 2002

2 Days in Adar
— Lovingly remembered and
always missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.



CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, February 12. Candles: 5:24. Mincha: 5:20.

Shacharit: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 6:25. Feb. 14/15 Rosh
Chodesh Adar. Sunday morning services: 9:00.
Weekday morning services: 8:00. Evening services for
the week of February 14-18: 5:30.

Friday, February 19. Candles: 5:36. Mincha: 5:30.
Shacharit: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 6:36. Evening services
for the week of February 21-25: 5:24. Feb. 25 Fast of
Esther begins at 5:44 a.m., ends at 6:39 p.m.

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of
Hartford and McGregor offers traditional Orthodox
services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone
who has yahrzeit or is saying kaddish to join us for our
twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, February 12 - morning service 7:30 a.m.,

evening service 5:30 p.m., candle lighting 5:24 p.m.
Saturday, February 13 - Mishpatim - morning service

9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends
6:25 p.m. 

Sunday, February 14 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Rosh Chodesh.

Monday, February 15 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Evening service 6:00 p.m. Rosh Chodesh. Tuesday,
February 16-Thursday, February 18 - morning service
7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

Friday, February 19 - morning service 7:30 a.m.,
evening service 5:35 p.m., candle lighting 5:36 p.m.

Saturday, February 20 - Terumah - morning service
9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends
6:36 p.m.

Sunday, February 21 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, February 22-Thursday, February 25 - morn-

ing service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
February 25 Fast of Esther. Begin fast 5:44 a.m. Fast
ends 6:39 p.m.

CONGREGATION
SHAAREY ZEDEK

561 Wellington
Crescent; website
w w w . s h a a r e y
zedek.mb.ca 

For program and event
information, please
check our website or call
the synagogue office. 

Friday, February 12.
Morning Minyan 7:30
a.m.; Evening Minyan
Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:30 p.m.;
Kabbalat Shabbat Alive!
with Keyboard 6:15
p.m.; Candle Lighting
5:23 p.m.

Shabbat, February 13 -
Parashat Mishpatim -
Service led by members
of Shaarey Zedek
Sisterhood. Morning
Service 9:00 a.m.;
Evening Minyan 6:00
p.m.; Havdallah 6:25
p.m.

Friday, February 19.
Morning Minyan 7:30
a.m.; Evening Minyan
Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:30 p.m.;
Candle Lighting 5:35
p.m.

Shabbat, February 20 -
Parashat Terumah.
Morning Service 9:00
a.m.; Evening Minyan
6:00 p.m.; Havdallah
6:37 p.m.

Daily Morning
Minyan: Monday to
Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday
and Holidays 9:00 a.m.

Daily Evening Minyan:
Saturday to Thursday
6:00 p.m.; Friday
Minyan Kabbalat
Shabbat Service 5:15
p.m.

HOUSE OF 
ASHKENAZIE

Winnipeg’s oldest
Orthodox congregation,
operating from the same
location at 297 Burrows,
corner of
Burrows/Charles, for

over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi

Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom Tov at
9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, February 19 at 5:36

p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 5:35 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the

week - Terumah. Mincha Service at 5:35 p.m. Shabbat
ends at 6:36 p.m.

Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 5:50 p.m. 
Fast of Esther - Thursday, Feb. 25. Fast begins at 5:44

a.m. and ends at 6:39 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and

everyone is invited to attend.
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Jo-Cast Placement Consulting Services
We need prospective employers, for our live-in
caregiver/nanny workers, to take care of your loved
ones. We can provide reliable, trustworthy live-in
caregiver/nanny workers. All back ground inf.
checked thoroughly.
 We also provide foreign live-in/nanny workers.
No fees charged to the employer for processing papers.

Please call Norma
589-5850

We require live-in caregiver or nanny.
$9.00/hr.-40hr.week (room & board will be deducted)

Please call Norma
589-5850

S E N I O R S  H O M E  C A R E

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through us and

receive Air Miles

Esther Weinstein
Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: wein@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

Mathematics Sciences
Grades 5 to 11 (S3)

Gain success
Develop confidence

Call Arnold Popeski at
489-8207

popeski@mymts.net

TUTORING

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

Advertise  in
The Jewish Post & News

Call 694-3332
for information.

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

This Wpg. Beach house has it all! 2,936 sq ft, custom blt
right on the lake. 4 bdrms on the main flr, MBR on the 2nd
flr with rear deck overlooking the lake.

Gleaming hwf’s thru-out, fabulous kit, sunrm & many more
features. Spectacular home – truly one of a kind. Call for
details.

GARY BACHMAN
CENTURY 21 BACHMAN & ASSOCIATES

453-7653

Incredible Year Round Beach House!

SYNAGOGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

33rd Yahrzeit
Always Remembered

In loving memory of
TYBEL (Thelma)

MINUK
who passed away

February 27, 1977
9th Day in Adar

You are always in our hearts.
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
STANLEY

SILVERBERG
who passed away

March 4, 2001
10 Days in Adar

— Lovingly remembered and
forever missed by his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SALLY

(CHERNA)
SLOTNIKOV

who passed away
February 8, 1995
8 Days in Adar

— Always in our hearts and
lovingly remembered by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
GERTRUDE

WEISS
who passed away

March 7, 1995
5th of Adar II, 5755

— A gentle, kind and beautiful
woman; sadly missed and
always loved by Francie and
Eric,  Beverley and Bryan and
all her grandchildren Abby,
Jill, Richard, Erin, Evan,
Michael & Lainie.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
RAE HURTIG

who passed away
February 6, 1995
6 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children, family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MANNIE

WISEMAN
who passed away

February 18, 2002
6 days in Adar

— His remarkable nature,
strength and genuine
enthusiasm for life will
continue to guide the paths of
his wife Elaine, his children
and granddaughter Avia.
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Comment

Amid heated rhetoric, Israel’s reply to
Goldstone suggests more civil approach 

By RON KAMPEAS 

WASHINGTON (JTA) — The Goldstone
wars continue, but beneath the shouting a
diplomatic track has emerged. 

The Israeli government last week published
a reply to the U.N. Human Rights Council’s
report on the conduct of last winter’s Gaza
war with Hamas, insisting that Israel Defense
Forces investigations into possible Israeli
wrongdoing in Gaza were not principally
motivated by last autumn’s U.N. report. 

Nonetheless, the reply repeatedly refers to
the U.N. report - known as the Goldstone
report for its principal author, retired South
African judge Richard Goldstone - and was
delivered within the six-month deadline that
Goldstone recommended to avoid interna-
tional prosecution. 

Moreover, the bulk of Israel’s reply is dedi-
cated to establishing the independence of
military investigators and prosecutors, which
would satisfy Goldstone’s requirement that
any investigation should not be a matter of
the alleged perpetrators investigating them-
selves. 

The Israeli document notes that two senior
IDF officers were disciplined for firing rocket
shells into a populated area of Gaza where
the field office of the U.N. Relief and Works
Agency, the principal group administering
relief to Palestinian refugees, was situated. 

More striking is the conciliatory tone taken
by the Israeli government toward Goldstone
and the human rights groups from which he
drew in writing his report - acknowledging
that Goldstone and the groups played a criti-
cal role in helping the IDF examine its
actions. 

An Israeli army spokesman said that while
the army relied primarily on its own
resources to identify deviations from policy,
the human rights groups helped spur along
the process. 

“We take a look at ourselves and where we
were right and where mistakes were made,”
Capt. Barak Raz told JTA. “It’s important that
a commander can go home at the end of the
operation and look his family in the eye, and
that the soldiers 20 years from now can look
in their children’s eyes.” 

Nonetheless, he added, “I can’t deny that
these reports also contributed to our ability to
be made aware.” 

The civil tone does not mean the rhetorical
wars engendered by Goldstone, a human
rights icon with a pro-Israel history, are over.
Top Israeli officials, up to Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, continue to cast the
report as inimical to Israel’s interests as Iran
and its putative nuclear weapons program. 

Non-governmental defenders of Israel con-
tinue to demonize Goldstone. Most recently,
Alan Dershowitz likened him to a “moser,” a
Jewish traitor deemed in some interpretations
as worthy of a death sentence. 

In the meantime, left-wing and pro-
Palestinian groups continue to call for war
crimes investigations of Israel and have inhib-
ited travel by Israeli officials to Europe lest
they face arrest warrants. 

Against the noise, the government’s descrip-
tion of the Israeli army’s cooperation with the
same groups was telling. 

Noting that 150 separate investigations
arose from Operation Cast Lead, Israel’s
name for the Gaza War, the government reply

says that a portion were initiated by the army
and “others were opened in response to com-
plaints and reports from Palestinian civilians,
local and international non-governmental
organizations, and U.N. and media reports.” 

Of the 150 probes, 36 have resulted in
criminal prosecutions — 19 of these involved
shooting toward civilians, and 17 involved
using civilians as human shields, mistreating
detainees and theft. 

Between 1,000 and 1,500 Palestinians died
in the war. Human rights groups say the
majority were civilians, while Israel says the
majority were fighters. 

Israel launched the operation after Hamas
stepped up its rocket attacks on southern
Israel. Such attacks had been an almost daily
occurrence since the terrorist group took over
the strip in 2006, and dated back more than
eight years. 

Of the 34 incidents outlined in the
Goldstone report, the Israeli government says
the army was investigating 22 before the
report was published — it dmits that
Goldstone’s research led to the other 12
inquiries. (The two officers reprimanded for
shelling the UNRWA compound are not
among them.) 

Additionally, the government reply says, the
Military Police Criminal Investigation
Division “has sought assistance from non-
governmental organizations (such as
B’Tselem) to help locate Palestinian com-
plainants and witnesses, and to coordinate
their arrival at the Erez crossing point to
Gaza, to allow interviews and questioning.” 

B’Tselem is an Israeli human rights group

concerned with the mistreatment of
Palestinians. 

The approach is welcome, said Michael
Sfard, the legal counsel for three groups —
Yesh Din, Peace Now and Breaking the
Silence — that have been targeted by right-
wingers and some Israel defenders as antago-
nistic toward Israel’s interests. 

“It’s the first time since Cast Lead that a gov-
ernment body has done something that is
purely professional, and this is how it should
have been handled,” Sfard said. 

Goldstone declined a request from JTA for
an interview. 

Despite its conciliatory tone, the govern-
ment’s reply said the report reflects “many
misunderstandings and fundamental mis-
takes with regard to the Gaza Operation, its
purposes, and Israel’s legal system.” 

A researcher for Human Rights Watch, one
of the groups that Goldstone drew upon in
compiling his report, said the army investiga-
tions, while welcome, focused more on the
foot soldiers than on orders that might have
been illegal. 

“We’re concerned that low-level grunts are
being investigated for violating orders when
in fact the orders themselves may have been
illegal,” researcher Fred Abrahams said. “We
don’t have faith in the military’s willingness to
investigate itself.” 

Sfard agreed, saying he trusted the integrity
of the military prosecutors in dealing with the
military establishment, but wondered
whether the prosecutors were willing to
indict their own commanders. 

He noted, for instance, that the report said
prosecutors cleared Israel of wrongdoing in
the use of white phosphorous while acknowl-
edging the use of the chemical during the
war. Army commanders likely would have
sought the military advocate general’s opin-
ion before using the phosphorous, which
burns skin on contact but may also be used
to identify targets in areas where there are no
civilians. 

That puts prosecutors in the unenviable
position of saying their commander sanc-
tioned an illegal order. 

Moreover, Sfard said, as independent as he
believes the military prosecutors are, he
doubts that they would take on the military
chief of staff himself, Lt. Gen. Gabi
Ashkenazi, who formulated much of the pol-
icy. 

“If the chief of staff has approved an attack,
it is very difficult to expect that the military
police and prosecution would deal with
that,” he said. 

Sfard said there was still a need for an inde-
pendent Israeli commission to investigate the
conduct of the war. 

Anne Herzberg, the legal adviser for NGO
Monitor, a group that tracks the funding and
alleged biases of human rights groups, said
she believed Israel may yet set up such a
commission — but not because of pressures
from human rights groups such as the ones
Sfard represents. 

“If they feel there’s room for that and there’s
enough support, they should do it for internal
purposes and because the Israeli public
demands it,” she said, “not for a certain fringe
sector of Israeli society making a lot of noise.”

RICHARD GOLDSTONE

“We take a look at ourselves and
where we were right and where

mistakes were made,” Capt. Barak
Raz told JTA. “It’s important that a

commander can go home at the end
of the operation and look his family
in the eye, and that the soldiers 20
years from now can look in their

children’s eyes.” 


