
By HARVEY ROSEN
While sitting at my computer on Tuesday morning,

the 7th of February, and already working on the sports
column for the 15th of the month an e-mail popped up
on my monitor that was short but not so sweet.

Our Jewish community’s gem, if there ever was one,
was no longer with us. My correspondent was our edi-
tor, Bernie Bellan, who wrote “I just heard that Ken
Kronson died. I wonder if you want to do something
special for the next issue.”

Certainly a more than reasonable request and an
honour but, at that moment I was so unnerved at the
finality of what had just been presented to me that I
arose from my chair and began walking nervously and
aimlessly about the house pondering how it could it be
that I had just been in the deceased’s company at a
January 18th meeting at the Rady Centre. (I’m part of
a committee that meets from time to time to determine
possible additions to the Rady’s Jewish Sports Wall of
Fame.)

Also, prior to  annual “Y” Sports Dinners,” I’ve
often had occasion to draw  other members of the committee’s attention to
an athlete whom I might recommend as a possible nominee for the “Jewish
Athlete of the Year.” award.

Even though Ken and I had known each other from the time we were kids
it was, as we both got older, that I became more familiar with Ken
Kronson’s vast organizational skills. He was often counted upon to act as
the chair person of a variety of groups both in and outside of the Rady JCC.
Only three years ago then-Mayor Sam Katz presented Kronson with a
Volunteer Service Award.

The former pharmacist of some renown typified that old adage that if you
want something done, give it to a busy person to do.  I began to marvel
more and more at the work load he carried and not grudgingly - if the task
at hand was for a charitable cause.

Whenever he chaired one of our meetings I would make a point of arriv-
ing at Rady earlier than the appointed time and linger longer so that I could
visit and become even more acquainted, though I remembered him well
from our days at St. John’s Tech together.

When I was at Luxton School  and Ken relatively
close by - at our sports rival, Machray, we would meet
on the soccer pitch and the baseball diamond and I
recall well his being quite a fine athlete not only in
junior high, but also later at St. John’s Tech.

We would often reminisce about our days in the
North and South ends and would play the “Whatever
happened to so-and-so game?” Those exchanges
would gradually evolve to more serious conversations.

One time  I said to Ken , “Did you know that you are
one hell of a guy? 

“Why would you say that?” he asked.
“Because,” I explained, “whenever we have our

meetings you bring your wife Johanna along (who is
extremely ill now and in the Simkin Centre) and when
we’re treated to lunch in the board room, you sit
patiently beside her and rarely indulge yourself. Your
main concern is feeding her throughout the entire dif-
ficult process and constantly asking her, with gestures,
what kind of sandwich she would prefer and what does
she want to drink? And would you like some dessert?

You’re a very kind man.”
“Why wouldn’t I?” he responded matter-of-factly. “She’s my wife!”
On the same day that the dreaded news was delivered I reminded myself

not to forget that I was committed to attend the Minnesota Wild-Jets game.
I was already sufficiently upset and distracted and wondered if I could
maintain my focus.

As I peered across from the high-up press box at the MTS Centre towards
the players’ benches I was again reminded ofKen Kronson’s love of hock-
ey. He was also one of the directors of a Manitoba Junior Hockey League
team known as the Winnipeg Blues.

I had talked in the recent past with Kenny about how I always knew when
he and Johanna were there in their same seats for virtually every Jets game.
I could see when  they arrived and departed, going back to the glory days
of the World Hockey Association, and the first version of the NHL Jets’
games at the old Winnipeg Arena.

He related to me that both he and Johanna were always together and con-
sidered a hockey game a real night out.

His like shall not pass this way again
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First one down the new Rady JCC 
waterslide gets...

their picture on the front page of The JP&N??
Hey, what kind of prize is that?

Seriously, the Rady JCC
was packed Sunday,
February 5 to mark the
rededication of the swimming
pool - which now features a
state of the art waterslide.
(Don’t worry if you’re a
swimmer - even though the
water slide ends in the deep
end we’re told that no one
will be allowed on the slide
while the swimming lanes are
in use. Still, that would be
fun, wouldn’t it - watching
what could be a new type of
dodge ball?)

For more pictures of what
was billed as the Rady JCC’s
FitFest, turn to page 10.

At the re-opening of the pool (l-r): Rady JCC Executive
Director Gayle Waxman; Marjorie Blankstein; Asper
Campus Executive Director Curtis Martin

(Photos on this page courtesy of Manuel F. Sousa)
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By RHONDA PREPES
Mental health is an issue that affects about one in four Canadians, mak-

ing the concern both pressing and personal for all of us.
Tali Aziza Robinson will present “Employing Spirituality and Jewish

Values for Mental Health” at Limmud on Sunday March 5, 2017 at 10:15
a.m. This session will provide an overview of selected mental health con-

cerns such as anxiety, depression
and eating disorders and will
examine the connection between
mental health and Jewish spiritu-
ality.

Tali explains how she recog-
nized that there is a connection
between mental health and
Jewish values and spirituality:
“When I was in my early twen-
ties I began learning with some
Jewish leaders in Toronto.
Through that process, I began to
think about the connection
between spirituality and anxiety
and was intrigued by the benefit
of faith for mental health.”

“I believe that as Jewish people
we have a unique opportunity to
utilize the foundation of our reli-
gion and our faith as a support for
mental health. Spirituality has
been seen to decrease anxiety,

depression, and feelings of stress.” 
“I believe strongly in meeting an individual where they are at. For exam-

ple, if someone is not a spiritual person than I would never push that on
them. However, if that spirituality is there, I believe it is a disservice to the
client to not make use of it. Every person is different and no two cases war-
rant the exact same protocol or approach, but when there is room to make
use of someone’s belief system as a support, I see it is an amazing oppor-
tunity.” 

Tali is a holistic nutritionist working in the field of eating disorders and
has a Master’s degree in social work. She recently started a new job work-
ing at a Jewish day school as a school counsellor. 

She explains, “I feel very grateful to be working in an environment that
lends to the exploration of how spirituality exists in the world of mental
health. I feel so fortunate to be able to spend my days working with chil-
dren and helping support them in their school environment. The fact that as
a social worker, I get to spend my days interacting with people, connecting
with others and hearing their stories is such a blessing. 

“I often tell the students I work with that my job is to make sure that
everyone at school is happy and has a great day. For the young kids espe-
cially, I find that resonates positively.”

“I feel so fortunate to be able to work in the area of children’s mental
health in a time where the meaning behind the words “mental health” is
shifting. I am entering the field at a time where the understanding that men-
tal health is important and real is beginning to be approached differently
and it is very exciting to be able to take part in working towards diminish-
ing mental health stigma.” 

“You know, Harv, she and I were a
great match! We had so much in

common and I can’t ever recall our having a single argument with each
other. And what bothers me most (down the road) is that when I am gone
nobody at where she is now will look after her as much as I did. I visit
her almost every day (in the early evening around supper time.)”

Always an observer of what goes on around me - certainly an asset if
you’re a reporter - or perhaps it’s just having been a classroom teacher for
decades, I also developed a third useful trait that Kenny and I shared in
that we were both interested listeners - something  that has enabled me
immensely today to attempt to share  interactions with my readership.

I learned from my late father, Morris, who told me to listen more than
talk, because if you adopt the latter format you’re merely repeating what
you already know, but if you listen to others, you’re sure to learn some-
thing new. And wasn’t that why Kronson was such a superb chairman and
organizer?

In another interesting exchange between Kronson and me I once
offered an unsolicited opinion that in the recent past his Sports Dinner
Organizing Committee had been over exposing the audience to a super-
fluous number of Jets’ related personalities, i.e. Paul Maurice, Kevin
Cheveldayoff, Mark Chipman and, coming soon on the marquee will be
Teemu Selanne as the keynote speaker for the 45th Dinner.

I maintained that in earlier times we dined with the likes of boxer
Rubin “Hurricane” Carter, Pete Rose, Cal Ripken, Earvin “Magic”
Johnson, Mickey Mantle and Joe Montana, to mention only a few.

Kronson, as the chairman of the dinner for more than 40 years, con-
templated my not particularly brilliant query and, in a polite voice
offered: “Harv, we’re in the business of raising as much money as we can
for charitable causes because we have multiple needs in our community
and there’s never enough to go around.”

So many will miss Ken Kronson - aside from is immediate family. I
know that one of his closest and most loyal friends was Ken Einhorn,
who checked up on him multiple times during Ken’s health crises and
told me two weeks ago that he was not taking his usual jaunt to warmer
climes this year because of the prevailing circumstances.

Another of his closest relationships waswith  the tireless and ever reli-
able Ernie Nairn, who shared the heavy load as Rady JCC “Y” Sports
Dinner Publicity & Media Relations Chair and has been there with Kenny
on their journey together lo these many years. 

Like so many others at the Rady Centre, I too will miss that extraordi-
nary gentleman and I hope I did him justice. His like shall not pass this
way again.
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Tali Aziza Robinson Helps Diminish the Stigma of Mental Health
at Limmud 2017
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TALI AZIZA ROBINSON
“I believe that as Jewish people we
have a unique opportunity to uti-
lize the foundation of our religion
and our faith as a support for men-
tal health.”

McGill University student leader urges 
Twitter users to 'punch a Zionist today'

MONTREAL (JTA) -- A student union leader at
McGill University urged people on Twitter to
“punch a Zionist today.”

Igor Sadikov, a member of the legislative coun-
cil, posted the tweet Monday, prompting calls for
the third-year political science major to resign
from his elected post.

“This is clear incitement to violence, which
should not be tolerated on the part of any student,
let alone a student politician,” Amanda Hohmann
of B’nai Brith Canada’s League for Human Rights
said in a statement.

The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs also
condemned the post, which was later deleted.

Sadikov, who is also active in the Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions movement against
Israel, denied he is anti-Semitic, noting that his
father is Jewish and his mother is half-Jewish.

“This tweet was not an attack against Jewish students, but on the adher-
ents of a political philosophy,” he told The National Post.

Some said the tweet only added to what they see as a toxic atmosphere
on campus for pro-Israel students, who say they have faced harassment
after a pro-BDS motion failed to be ratified last year.

In Britain and France, government officials last year said the term
“Zio” and “Zionist” were used on campuses as substitute for “Jew” in
anti-Semitic hate speech.

IGOR SADIKOV
father is Jewish
and mother is 

half-Jewish



On Friday, January 27 Winnipeg’s
City Council commemorated
International Holocaust Remembrance
Day for the first time. 

Not only did Mayor Brian Bowman
and Councillor Marty Morantz deliver
personal remarks about the significance
of the day, they invited Belle Jarniewski
from the Freeman Family Holocaust
Education Centre of the Jewish Heritage
Centre of Western Canada to deliver her
own remarks to City Council.

That same day the three flags flying in
front of City Hall (of Canada, Manitoba,
and Winnipeg) were all lowered to half
mast.

Following are excerpts from the
remarks of Mayor Bowman, Councillor Morantz, and Belle Jarniewski:

Mayor Bowman: 
January 27 is International Holocaust Remembrance Day.
On January 27, 1945, the advancing Red Army entered the Auschwitz-

Birkenau extermination camp complex, liberating more than 7,000 remain-
ing prisoners.

Days earlier, the SS had forced nearly 60,000 prisoners to evacuate the
camp and embark on the infamous Death Marches, in which many thou-
sands lost their lives.

Every year, on January 27, the world marks and remembers the
Holocaust and its victims.

72 years on from the liberation of Auschwitz, it is more important than
ever to remind ourselves of the universal lessons of the Holocaust and to
foster a shared culture of remembrance.

Flags at City Hall will be lowered to half-mast from sunrise to sunset on
Friday, January 27 to acknowledge this day.

Councillor Morantz: Elie Weisel the
renowned holocaust scholar said “I swore never
to be silent whenever and wherever human
beings endure suffering and humiliation. We
must take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor,
never the victim. Silence encourages the tor-
mentor, never the tormented.” 

International Holocaust Remembrance Day, is
an international memorial day which takes place
annually on January 27th commemorating the
victims of the Holocaust. 

This date was chosen by the U.N. because On
27 January 1945, Auschwitz-Birkenau, the
largest Nazi concentration and death camp, was
liberated by Soviet troops.

The theme for this years commemoration is
“Holocaust Remembrance: Educating for a
Better Future”. The theme emphasizes the fact
that Holocaust education has a universal dimen-
sion and can serve as an appropriate platform for
building respect for human rights, increasing
tolerance and defending our common humanity. 

I would like to thank the Mayor for allowing
City Hall flags to fly at half mast on Friday.

In commemorating International Holocaust
Remembrance Day we heed the wise advise of
Elie Weisel ..... we will not be neutral and we
will not be silent.

Belle Jarniewski: It has now been 12 years
since the United Nations General Assembly des-
ignated January 27, the anniversary of the date
of the liberation of Auschwitz concentration
camp —as an annual International Day of com-
memoration in memory of the victims of the
Holocaust. The Soviet troops who arrived at
Auschwitz found approximately 7000 ill and
mostly dying prisoners in this camp, a site of
infamy which has come to depict the singular
horror and suffering of the Holocaust – over one
million human beings were murdered there –
most of them Jews. An international date of
remembrance commends us to honour with dig-
nity the memory of victims, the courage of both

survivors as
well as the
soldiers who liberated them and to reaffirm that this unprecedented geno-
cide must be remembered by all people everywhere as a warning of the
dangers of hatred, bigotry, racism and prejudice. Unfortunately, in recent
months, our world has witnessed a rise in manifestations of racism. There
are sadly, some who see the world in different terms than those spelled out
by the Resolution. Today, some 7 decades later, we are living in a time
when vigilance is more important than ever and this annual date of remem-
brance reminds us of the importance of remembrance, reflection and edu-
cation. We remember that six million Jewish men, women and children
were murdered – representing 67% of pre-war European Jewry. We also
remember an estimated quarter to a half million Roma and Sinti (as we are
unsure of the exact numbers) who were also singled out for genocide and
the countless other victims which must forever be a warning to all people
of the dangers of hatred, bigotry, racism and prejudice. 
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Community news

City Hall commemorates International Holocaust Remembrance Day

(l-r): Councillor Marty Morantz; Belle Jarniewski of
the Freeman Family Holocaust Education Centre;
and Mayor Brian Bowman. All three delivered
remarks to City Council about the significance of the
day.

Flags flying at half mast at City Hall on
January 27 in commemoration of
International Holocaust Remembrance Day



Relations between Jews and
Muslims are always going to be prob-
lematic. Even when Jews and
Muslims live or work together side by
side in relative harmony, which is
often the case, there is always the dan-
ger that tensions which may have
been held in check could explode if
certain triggers come into play. 

Such was the case with Dr. Hussam Azzam, the former Chief
Medical Officer of St. Boniface Hospital, when his invective-
laden social media posts about Israelis were uncovered. 

Since I broke the story of Dr. Azzam’s firing from St. B on our
Facebook page and website on January 22nd, I have heard from
a number of doctors who wanted to discuss Azzam’s situation
with me. There were no surprise disclosures during the course of
any of those conversations, but the common theme was that not only were
Jewish doctors and other hospital staff distressed over what had happened,
non-Jewish staff were also upset that Dr. Azzam had not been vetted more
thoroughly when he was hired at St. B.

(I also want to disclose that one of my prime sources of information about
Dr. Azzam is himself a devout Muslim, but someone who bears no ani-
mosity towards Jews and sincerely counts Jews among his friends.)

Still, the notion that a colleague or neighbour may actually be harbouring
a deep antagonism toward one’s group – in this case Israelis -h although
one would be hard pressed not to conclude that Dr. Azzam’s tweets were
confined only to Israelis and not to Jews in general, is deeply disconcert-
ing. Notwithstanding Dr. Azzam’s couching his tweets in the kind of lan-
guage that ostensibly differentiates between Jews and Israelis, his unre-
lenting portrayal of Israelis as genocidal maniacs is all too reminiscent of
the worst anti-Semitic tropes seen throughout history. 

When I reported on Dr. Azzam’s tweets I tried at all times to be dispas-
sionate in what I wrote. I wanted to present the facts as I became aware of
them – including quoting ver batim from Dr. Azzam’s own tweets and
reprinting cartoons that had previously existed on his Twitter account, and
let the reader judge whether Dr. Azzam deserved to be fired from St. B, pre-
sumably for having posted the tweets that were uncovered (although St. B
has never commented publicly on the reason or reasons for Dr. Azzam’s fir-
ing). 

The story that I ran on our website has received almost 5,000 views as of
writing this. As much as I’d like to think that our website attracts a high
number of readers, I am well aware that the Azzam story was exceptional
in the volume of interest that it generated.

As well, each of my Facebook posts that focused on Dr. Azzam also
attracted exceptionally large audiences – of which I am reasonably certain
a very high proportion were made up of non-Jews, given the comments I
have received.

Yet, in the conversations that I had with the aforesaid doctors, as well as
many other individuals,
one of the overriding
themes was that Dr.
Azzam had been
brazenly reckless in
expressing his views,
but are there others
with whom these doc-
tors are working who
harbour similar views
about Israelis?

What, I wondered,
goes on in the minds of
many other apparently
respectable individuals
who are sufficiently
self-aware to realize
that it is one thing to
harbour a deep hatred
for Israel, but it’s
another thing to express
those views openly?

From time to time the
Pew Research Centre
has reported on various
surveys it has conduct-
ed among Muslims in
regions of the world
that have large Muslim
p o p u l a t i o n s .
Respondents have been
polled on such things as
their attitudes toward

Sharia law and various social issues, including acceptance
of homosexuality, birth control, abortion, and women’s
rights.

While it’s not surprising that Muslims in countries that
are either predominantly Muslim or have heavy concentra-
tions of Muslim populations are generally far more conser-
vative in their attitudes toward social issues, as a Jew I was
even more interested in finding out about Muslim attitudes
toward Jews.

Again, it should probably come as no surprise that in a
2006 Pew survey of Muslim attitudes toward Jews, while
the deepest hatred of Jews existed in Middle Eastern coun-
tries, that hatred also extended into countries that have
almost no contact with Jews, such as Pakistan or Indonesia.
Both those countries are predominantly Muslim.

Yet, it was somewhat comforting to learn that Muslims
living in Canada or the U.S. – or Great Britain for that matter, had far less
unfavourable attitudes toward Jews. Again – these figures are from a 2006
survey, so they may be quite a bit out of date, but here is what the survey
found: Only 6 percent of British Muslims, 7 percent of American Muslims,
and 11 percent of Canadian Muslims had unfavourable views of Jews.

While there is bound to be a certain amount of suspicion of either group
toward the other in those three countries, it is certainly reassuring to think
that the percentages of Muslims who harbour anti-Jewish attitudes in
Britain, the U.S. and Canada are relatively low. (Those percentages rose
somewhat in countries like France or Germany in that 2006 survey, but
they were not nearly as high as the percentages where Muslims were the
majority or near-majority population.)

Thus, the lesson, if there is one, is that there is a distinct correlation
between Muslim attitudes toward Jews and their percentage of the popula-
tion in a given country. Just like any other group in a country where one is
in a distinct minority, the pressure to assimilate is immense.

Yes, we hear quite a bit about radicalized Muslim youth, but that radical-
ization can be traced almost exclusively to the influence of Saudi Wahabi
infiltration of mosques. Our intelligence agencies have responded well to
that threat, and despite Donald Trump’s paranoid fixation on radical
Muslims threatening to commit terrorist acts in the United States, there is
little evidence that his obsession has any basis in reality.

That being said, however, the Israeli-Palestinian divide is a true fault line
that often rears its ugly head between Muslims and Jews and peaceful rela-
tions between the two groups can come asunder given the right circum-
stance. I wonder, for instance, whether the Dr. Azzam situation has made
relations between other Muslim and Jewish doctors somewhat more
uneasy, not only at St. B, but anywhere else where the story may have
become well publicized. I will qualify this by saying that I have no empir-
ical evidence of this having happened one way or the other; what I am writ-
ing is pure speculation.

But the idea that members of both groups might be somewhat less com-
fortable with each other was brought home much more clearly when I
began to watch a brilliant new TV series on Netflix called “Fauda”. I had-
n’t heard of this series until it was mentioned in a course on terrorism that
Prof. Tami Jacoby is currently teaching at the Rady JCC.

Both a political thriller and an action-packed adventure series, Fauda
delves into the violent tendencies that lie dormant for the most part within
Palestinians in the West Bank, but seem ready to explode at a moment’s
notice. Yet, what is even more fascinating about this series is the similari-
ties it exposes that exist between the Israeli undercover agents whose job it
is to keep tabs on Palestinian terrorists and those same terrorists.

The Palestinians are not monsters; the Israelis are deeply flawed. In so
many respects the characters resemble each other. (The fact that all the
Israeli agents speak perfect Arabic and seem to be totally at ease when they
disguise themselves as Arabs only adds to the confusion as to what are the
differences between the Israelis and the Palestinians?)

Apparently this series is also hugely popular among Palestinians them-
selves, primarily because the Palestinian characters are depicted as three-
dimensional human beings, not cardboard cutouts the way they are on a
series like “Homeland”.

Yet, perhaps it is because the Israelis and Palestinians in this show so
closely resemble one another in so many respects that I’m willing to guess
that anyone watching this show will quickly choose which side it is that
they are rooting for. It is almost impossible to remain on the sidelines while
watching Fauda.

And that, I think, is what happened when Dr. Azzam’s tweets were
exposed. Jewish physicians especially, rallied around a sense of outrage
that Dr. Azzam had been hired at St. Boniface Hospital. But what, I won-
der, do Dr. Azzam’s fellow Muslim doctors think about what happened? In
situations such as what happened with Dr. Azzam, as it is while watching
Fauda, it’s awfully difficult to remain on the sidelines – even for those
among the physician community whose sense of identity, be it Jewish or
Muslim, might have been muted over the years. Has what happened now
awakened that sense of identity? I wonder.

Short takes
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Comment

The “narrative” entraps even
writers who are friendly to Israel

By MYRON LOVE
In late November, I heard a presentation by one Jeff Ansell, speaking to

auto dealers and sales reps attending the annual Manitoba Motor Dealers
Association Sales Certification Program Graduating Breakfast. One of
the points that the former Winnipeg Free Press investigative reporter and
current media advisor to major North American corporations and gov-
ernments made was that the media and the public quickly form narra-
tives.

“The media, which is being constantly squeezed for time, has devel-
oped a format for reporting on controversial stories wherein individuals
are cast – for simplification purposes – in specific roles,” he said. “These
roles include a victim, a villain (often a company owner/CEO), the hero
(often the intrepid investigative journalist or whistleblower), the witness,
the outside expert and the “village idiot” (who may also be the company
owner.)

This narrative is also applied politically (Conservatives - bad guys,
Liberals - good guys) and in the case of the Israel Palestinian situation.
In the latter “narrative”, the Palestinians are the victims, Israel is the vil-
lain, the “heroes” are those professors and students on Western campus-
es who “stand up” to Israel, the “witnesses” are generally Arabs who are
often paid by European-funded NGOs to stage fake incidents (see Tuvia
Tenenboim’s book, “Catch the Jew”) and the “outside experts” are gen-
erally solicited by the media for their anti-Israel views.

Regretably, even journalists friendly to Israel can get stuck in the
“Narrative”. Such a case is that of Sun Media columnist Tarek Fatah. The
Pakistani-born Canadian Muslim often writes columns critical of radical
Islam and the West’s attempted appeasement of said Muslims. 

In a column on January 4 commenting on the controversial United
Nations resolution (wherein the United States abstained for the first time
on a blatantly biased anti-Israel resolution instead of vetoing it) con-
demning Israeli “settlement building” (including labelling east Jerusalem
as “occupied territory”), Fatah correctly points out the historic and reli-
gious importance of Jerusalem to the Jewish People and the lack of such
to the Muslim world) and condemns the UN for continually focusing on
Israeli “settlements” in “occupied territory” and ignoring such settlement
building in other occupied (or contested) areas of the world such as
Western Sahara (Morocco), West Papua (Indonesia) or Balochistan
(Pakistan).

Unfortunately, Fatah falls into the “Narrative” trap early in the column
with the claim that “the Palestinians have been living under Israeli
administration since 1967”. This is patently untrue. The Palestinians (as
differentiated from Arab Israelis – who are citizens of Israel) have been
living under Palestinian administration in Gaza and the West Bank since
the signing of the Oslo Accords in 1993.

Fatah goes on to call for Israel “to end its control of the West Bank east
of its sectary wall (along an armistice line that was established in 1948
and never recognized as an official border) and areas in Jerusalem that lie
east of the Jewish Holy sites”. (Would that also include the Tomb of the
Patriarchs in the Hebron area – also a Jewish holy site?) Further, he
writes: “There must be clearly defined border that ensure the Jewish
State’s security while the Palestinians have a contiguous country of their
own”.

The problems with this are multifold. Is Israel supposed to unilaterally
withdraw and hope for the best considering the Palestinian leadership
shows no interest in negotiations? What guarantee is there that what fol-
lowed from Israel’s unilateral withdrawal from Gaza in 2005 (thousands
of missiles being fired into Israel from Gaza) will not happen after such
a withdrawal from the West Bank? Who will guarantee Israel’s security?
How can the Palestinians have a contiguous country of their own as long
as there are two mutually antagonistic Palestinian governments? Is Israel
supposed to give up part of its own state to allow such contiguity?

And that is not even getting into the questions of what to do with sev-
eral hundred thousand Israelis living in long established towns and cities
in the West Bank (mass expulsion?) or the Palestinian demand of the
unrealistic “right of return”).

Fatah believes that “it is in Israel’s best interest that the world sees it
ending what the UN says is its occupation”.

Considering that most UN member countries do a thriving business
with Israel – economically and/or militarily (including several
Muslim/Arab countries) and no one really cares about the Palestinians (as
seen by the indifference to the treatment of Palestinians in Lebanon and
the large scale murder of Palestinians in Syria), the UN anti-Israel votes
are essentially empty words.

And true to the “Narrative”, at the UN Israel will always be the villain
no matter what Israel does. (How much goodwill did Israel’s withdrawal
from Gaza generate at the UN or among Israel haters?)

You can’t end an occupation that doesn’t exist.

Inaugural Community International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day Program

Dear Bernie and Myron,
I am very puzzled that Myron does not remember the many community

International Remembrance Day programs that the Holocaust Education
Centre of the Jewish Heritage Centre has proposed for the community over
the past years, especially since he has in fact attended them. Some exam-
ples include an interfaith concert of choral music and poetry marking 70
years since the infamous visit of the Red Cross to the Terezin
Concentration Camp. This was later made into a documentary by Shaw
which has been televised nationally many times. As well, last year, we part-
nered with the CMHR to bring in Toronto personality Steve Paikin who
spoke about his biography of survivor, Mordechai Ronen. The year before
that, we launched our Face of the Ghetto exhibition and a few days later
held the North American premiere of the film Wielke Szpera at the Berney
Theatre. This year, we launched a world-class exhibition on the virtual
reconstruction of the destroyed German synagogues.

I find it problematic that Myron could ignore years’ worth of exception-
al programs that he actually attended and decide that this was the first
observance by our community of International Holocaust Remembrance
Day. 

Belle Jarniewski 

A.A. Heaps unveiling ceremony
Dear  Editor:
Personal circumstances prevented me from sending this earlier. I trust

that you may still find it topical.
I read with considerable interest your account of the ceremony, spon-

sored by the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada, associated with
the unveiling of a federal Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada-
Parks Canada plaque to Abraham Albert Heaps.

Perhaps you and your readers may forgive me, even at the risk of my
appearing arrogant, if I have a smile of satisfaction on my face because,
more than a decade ago at a Parks Canada workshop on potential ethno-
religious-cultural national commemoration of individuals, events and sites
on the Prairies, I suggested Heaps’ name under the “Jewish category “ as
an individual worthy of consideration for commemoration as a person of
national historical significance. 

Several years later, I was pleased to learn that the Historic Sites and
Monuments Board of Canada agreed with this suggestion and approved
Heaps’ status, and once the recommendation to the responsible federal
minister had been approved, I was honoured to have been requested by the
Board to offer my comments and suggestions on the original draft wording
of the plaque undertaken by Parks Canada (other individuals were as well).

The federal plaque recognition ceremony came more than 25 years after
the recognition of Heaps as an individual of Manitoba provincial historical
significance (recommended by the volunteer-appointed Manitoba Heritage
Council and approved by the Manitoba Minister of Culture, Heritage and
Citizenship). At an event sponsored by the then Jewish Historical Society
of Western Canada and attended by Heaps’ son Leo and his wife, and by
many people who knew Heaps, including Saul Cherniack, the former Bank
of Nova Scotia in downtown Winnipeg was renamed the A.A. Heaps
Building (Manitoba Vital Statistics now is located there) and the provincial
plaque to Heaps was unveiled (it is mounted on an inside wall at the
entrance to the building). As an historian with the Historic Resources
Branch of Manitoba, Culture, Heritage and Citizenship, I was both pleased
and honoured to have drafted the original plaque wording, and as a Jewish
Historical Society of Western Canada Board member, to have attended the
memorable ceremony and reception.

At the risk of caviling with your paper’s report, perhaps I can make two
corrections. The election photograph and caption on page 10 of The Jewish
Post & News is from the 1935, not 1925, federal election campaign in the
Winnipeg North constituency. As well, although he passionately and elo-
quently successfully defended himself in a dramatic fashion at his
Winnipeg General Strike trial (He received legal advice from at least one
of the lawyers hired by the Winnipeg Trades and Labor Council to defend
the arrested Strike leaders.), Heaps was not a lawyer. 

If I understood correctly the Heaps plaque will be mounted at the
Winnipeg City Hall. Perhaps this will be held in conjunction with other
events marking the centenary of the Strike in 2019 . 

However, I would hope and I suggest, that a duplicate Heaps federal
plaque be manufactured and be mounted with other provincial and federal
commemorative plaques relating to Manitoba Jewish individuals and
events, such as Chief Rabbi Israel Isaac Kahanovitch and The Beginning
of the Jewish Community in Manitoba, at the Asper Jewish Community
Centre. The Winnipeg Jewish community should take pride in Heaps’
accomplishments, and this generation, and especially future generations, of
Winnipeg Jews in particular should know of them. It is very problematic
that this will happen without a plaque at the Campus. 

Thank you for your attention. 
Sincerely 

Henry Trachtenberg 

LETTERS



‘Physical and biolog-
ical genocide are
always preceded by
cultural genocide or by
an attack on the sym-
bols of the group or by
violent interference
with religious or cultur-

al activities. In order to deal effectively with the
crime of Genocide one must intervene at the very
inception of the crime” (Raphael Lemkin,
“Memorandum on the Genocide Convention”)

An extraordinary exhibit, Synagogues in
Germany: A Virtual Reconstruction, had its official
opening on Saturday, January 28 at the Mennonite
Heritage Centre Gallery (MHCG)–600
Shaftesbury Boulevard.

The exhibit, which runs till March 4, is a project
to make visible again what has been destroyed, said
Dr. Marc Grellert, exhibition curator (Darmstadt
University of Technology), who gave the main lec-
ture – which included a power point presentation
and a short film about the exhibit – at the opening,
which was attended by about 50 people.

Although it has previously been installed in
Germany, Israel, and the United States, Winnipeg
marks the Canadian premier of the multimedia
exhibition, said provided information.

Research of photographs, plans, and other origi-
nal documents provided the basis for the elaborate
and detailed 3D virtual reconstructions of the
destroyed synagogues that now comprise a signifi-
cant part of this exhibition. Visitors can explore
these digital models from one of the twelve differ-
ent computer workstations on which they are
installed.

Dr. Stephan Jaeger, Professor of German &
Slavic Studies, University of Manitoba, and Dr.
Adam Muller, Professor of English, Film
&Theatre at the U of M, are the exhibition’s co-
coordinators. They both made brief introductory
remarks at the opening. Other speakers were: Peter
Fahrenholtz, Consul General, General Consulate of
the Federal Republic of Germany, Toronto; Dr.
David T. Barnard, President and Vice-Chancellor,
U of M; Belle Jarniewski, Chair Freeman Family
Foundation Holocaust Education Centre, Jewish
Heritage Centre of Western Canada; and, Ray
Dirks, Curator, MHCG.

“We feel as if we’re inside the synagogues,” Dr.
Jaeger said, to me while walking through the exhib-
it. “Many of the reconstructions were based on the
oral memories of survivors. We can’t get it back,
but you can get a feeling of it on many layers.
There is something that hits you emotionally.

“When people think of the Holocaust, they think
about genocide – the destruction of a people”, he
added. “But, it was an attempt to erase a people and
their culture and faith from the face of the Earth.
This (exhibit) brings it home big time.”

“The fact that Marc Grellert and his team have
employed incredible technology to virtually recon-
struct 25 synagogues, of the approximately 1400
synagogues that were destroyed on the so-called
Kristallnacht, in such realistic and beautiful detail
is a moving reminder that in addition to six million
lives that the Nazis destroyed, it is important to
remember the significance of these exquisite build-
ings that the Nazis were so intent on erasing from
the German landscape as early as the summer of
1938, and which culminated in November of that
same year,” Jarniewski said, during an interview
with The Jewish Post & News.

The synagogues represented not only a Jewish presence in Germany, of a
community that felt comfortable enough to practise its religion (Orthodox or
later Reform) for hundreds of years, “building structures of architectural splen-
dour, as compared to the structures built in the early postwar years that were
modest and sought anonymity,” but to reflect their belonging as German citi-

zens, their desire to be
a part of German society, she continued, observing that during the First World
War 18,000 German Jews were awarded the Iron Cross.

“Seeing these synagogues reconstructed in such detail, I was overwhelmed
by the loss,” added Jarniewski, the daughter of
Holocaust survivors, who edited the book,
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Synagogues in Germany: A Virtual Reconstruction

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

Berlin synagogue exterior Berlin synagogue interior

Dortmund synagogue interior Dortmund synagogue interior

Dresden synagogue exterior Dresden synagogue interior

Hannover synagogue exterior Hannover synagogue interior

Continued on next page.

Note: All photographs used in this story are virtual reconstructions of what German
synagogues used to look like. In order to perceive the extraordinary quality of the
work involved in mounting this exhibition, it is truly suggested that readers attend
the exhibition, now on at the Mennonite Heritage Gallery.



Voices of
Winnipeg

Holocaust Survivors (2010).
“Yet, looking at the virtual reconstruction, it

seemed as if I were looking at a building that I
could walk into… that still existed…yet I realized
that this was but an ephemeral emotion since this
was but virtual reality, after all.”

She also emphasized that the very word
Kristallnacht, invented by Nazi propagandists,
should no longer be employed, though like many
other terms it has entered our everyday usage.

“In Germany, terms such as Pogromnacht,
Reichspogromnacht, or Novemberpogrome,
which are all used, seem to convey the proper
meaning of what happened,” Jarniewski
explained. “There was nothing beautiful and our
translation of ‘Night of Broken Glass’ does not
convey the evil intention of the propagandists, who
wished for the population to be inspired by the idea
of lovely shards of crystal lying everywhere. I hope
that many people come to visit this important, sen-
sitive and beautiful exhibit. It is the kind of exhibit
we would expect to see in a large centre like New
York, Toronto (where it is going next) and pay an
admission fee to go see.”

Work on the exhibition was begun following the
1994 firebombing of a Lübeck synagogue, the first
racist attack on a Jewish house of worship in
Germany since 1945, noted Grellert, who praised
the efforts of TU Darmstadt’s Architecture
Department – architecture students– in helping to
develop the project.

“Had it not been for this incident, perhaps this
project would not exist,” he said. “As a sponta-
neous reaction, I had the idea to make the syna-
gogues that were destroyed in the Third Reich vis-
ible again with the help of the computer and thus
call them to mind.”

The idea was based on many years of intensive
study of the Nazi regime, the interest in the archi-
tecture and the new media, Grellert remarked.

“The intention was to visualize the destroyed
architecture and thus to show the cultural loss,” he
said. “And in reaction to the arson attack of the
Lubeck synagogue, we also wished to set a signal
against racism and Anti-Semitism. Furthermore,
using the new media we wanted to give an admon-
ishment as well as establish a remembrance in con-
nection with the Nazi period and the Holocaust. We
also wanted to remember the circumstances of the
destruction– the exclusion of the German Jews
from the society.”

For this the 9th of November 1938, Kristallnacht,
is a key event in the history, Grellert observed.

He pointed out that during the 9th and 10th of that
month not only were synagogues destroyed, but
also more than 1000 Jews were murdered, many
injured, thousands of stores plundered and 20,000 to 30,000 Jewish men
deported to concentration camps.

“Of the 3000 synagogues in Germany, more than 1400 were desecrated or
destroyed – almost all in the larger cities,” said Grellert, who noted that the
exhibition also will be shown in Toronto, and “maybe” in Vancouver.

Arising out of this project, he developed the Synagogue Internet Archive.
“With this internet archive almost all the German synagogues that were

closed, desecrated or destroyed during the Nazi period are to be remembered,”
Grellert said. “This archive allows also for the first time an overview about syn-
agogues in (the) entire Germany and supplies more exact quantitative infor-
mation. For example, the unbelievable number of more than 370 synagogues
and prayer rooms which were torn down after 1945.”

If you want to reach the generations of the 21st

century for remembering the past one should use
technologies of the 21st century, he said.

“But the possibilities of cultural remembrance
using the new media does not make it an unneces-
sary issue in the real world,” Grellert continued.
“There should be parallelism of digital and tradi-
tional media. You have virtual reconstruction and
physical models. Both must play out their specific

qualities. New forms of cultural remembrance do not lessen the obligation to
think about what is to be remembered. Remembrance in context to society
always has something to do with a message for the next generation.”

The exhibition is open daily: Monday, Wed., Thursday, Friday 9:00 a.m.-4:00
p.m; Tuesday, 9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Special pedagogical programming material for students from grade 8-12 is
available. Public tours guided by specialists are available, and a series of relat-
ed lectures are being held.

For further information, contact the MHCG: tel: 204-888-6781
Email: Synagogues.Germany@umanitoba.ca
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Some years ago, I read the mem-
oirs of Western novelist Louis
L’amour and one of his observa-
tions stood out for me. To para-
phrase, an adventure is interesting
to read about but damned difficult
when experiencing it firsthand.

While I prefer to remain an arm-
chair adventurer (except for a bicy-

cle ride through Holland, Belgium and northern France 45
years ago), Jamie Michaels lives for adventure – adventures
that have included tramping around West Africa, couch surf-
ing for two years in London and canoeing down to the Gulf
of Mexico – which is the subject of his first book.

In 2009, the oldest son of John Michaels and Karen Sternl
embarked with some friends on a canoe trip down the Red
and Mississippi Rivers to the Gulf of Mexico. Now, you can
read about their adventures in the form of a graphic novel –
written by Michaels – that he is introducing at McNally
Robinson on Saturday, March 4.

As a caution, the 76-page “Canoe Boys” may not be for
those of a more delicate nature. The language and action
may be uncomfortable for some – but it rings true.

The story begins with three long time buddies – feeling
rather aimless and fueled by booze – hitting on the idea of going on an
adventure canoeing down to the Gulf of Mexico. As Michaels writes, part
way into the story: “Most people are big talkers when they get drinking.
Most people don’t remember everything they said the next morning. I
always did. I was a drinker with conviction. It was a terribly dangerous
problem to have.”

The story follows the guys (who all grew up on Montrose Street) as they
grapple with heat and rain, hordes of insects and exhaustion. Along the
way, they stop and interact with local people and discuss literature (Harry
Potter) and argue with each other. One of the original threesome drops out
before Grand Forks and is replaced by another friend. This publication ends
just south of Minneapolis as the guys begin their run down the Mississippi.

“We are all still great friends,” he says of his travelling companions. “We
will always have that shared experience. I hope they will all be at McNally
Robinson for the book launch.”

Michaels has been working on the project off and on for the past five
years. “I have always had a passion for writing,” he says. (He has a Masters
Degree from the University of London in fiction.)

“I chose to write this in graphic novel form because it is such a giving
medium,” Michaels says “Being able to combine words and images allows

for so much more play.”
Michaels sketched out the scenes the way he

wanted them and brought on Evan Collis to fine
tune the drawings. Michaels also created his own
publishing company – “Dirty Water Comics” – to
publish the work. He raised initial funding for his
company online through Kickstarter and published
1,000 copies to start with.

He reports that his next literary project for Dirty
Water Comics will be a work of historical fiction –
in graphic novel form – based on the 1933 Christy
Pitts riots in Toronto, when Jewish youth took on
Canadian Nazis in pitched street battles over sever-
al hours.

He hopes to have that novel ready for release in
about a year.

And, of course, there will be a sequel to “Canoe
Boys”.

In the meantime, Michaels keeps himself busy
working from April until September as a fire fight-
er in Alberta fighting forest fires in the northern part
of the province and training as a mixed martial arts
fighter.

“I had my first professional bout last October,
“says Michaels, who has been wrestling since

junior high school and fights under the moniker “Jamie the Bear Jew
Michaels”. 

He won the match – which was in Alaska -at the 25 second mark with a
choke hold.

Michaels has a manager and trains 24 hours a week at the Winnipeg
Academy of Mixed Martial Arts. His regimen includes boxing, Brazilian
jujitsu, yoga, strength training and wrestling.

“I am hoping to fight again soon,” he says. 
He notes that fighters only do three or four bouts a year.
As for fire fighting, he says that he heard about the opportunity at a party

while he was taking classes at the University of Alberta. “It sounded amaz-
ing,” he says. “I applied, had an interview, passed the physical and went
from there to the wild fire crew training course in Hinton, Alberta. 

“We learned helicopter safety, pump and hose operations and basic fire
fighting strategies.”

Last year, I was fighting forest fires around Slave Lake.”
He is looking forward to getting into the field again come the spring. 

My apologies to Barry Chochinov. In my column in the last issue of
this paper, I described Barry as an engineer. He is in fact trained as a
technologist.
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By

MYRON LOVE

Young adventurer publishes partial account of canoe trip to Gulf of Mexico

Young Jewish performers part of cast of new Winnipeg Studio Theatre production
By MYRON LOVE

“American Idiot”, Kayla Gordon’s Winnipeg
Studio Theatre’s upcoming new production - Feb
23 - March 5 at the Tom Hendry Warehouse
Theatre – marks the professional stage debut for
19-year-old Josh Bellan, one of the younger mem-
bers of our community. Fellow Jewish cast mem-
ber Elliott Lazar, on the other hand, in his early
20s, is already a veteran both onstage and behind
the scene

The Tony and Grammy Award-winning
“American Idiot” is based on the music of 1990s
punk rock group Green Day and their concept
album, also titled “American Idiot”. The play,
which tells the story of three boyhood friends, each searching for mean-
ing in a post 9/11 world, incorporates the lyrics of Green Day lead singer
(and guitarist) Billie Joe Armstrong who also did the book for the musi-
cal with Michael Mayer.

Bellan and Lazar are part of an ensemble of 18 actors playing different
roles in the production “I’m over the moon to be working on this show,
having grown up with Green Day’s music,” says Lazar. “Of course, at the
time the music spoke to my teenage experience - but listening back to it
as a young adult, I identify far more with the political themes explored in
the album (and the show). The sense of confusion, panic and helplessness
that pervaded the American mindset immediately following 9/11 was not
unlike the current unrest in the wake of last November’s election, which
is why I believe the show will really resonate with audiences. People are
scared and frustrated, and our neighbor to the south is divided.
Everyone’s looking for a change - just like the protagonists in American
Idiot.”

Lazar’s theatrical credits include Rainbow Stage,
MTYP, Winnipeg Jewish Theatre, Dry Cold
Productions, Manitoba Opera, the Winnipeg Fringe
Festival and Master Playwright Festival. He has
played Leo Frank in Parade (a musical about the
trial and eventual lynching of an honest Jew in
Atlanta in the early 20th Century), Centipede in
James and the Giant Peach, and Flounder in the
Canadian Premiere of The Little Mermaid.

Last spring he graduated from the University of
Manitoba’s Faculty of Music where he received the
Gold Medal for Performance Students. In addition
to his theatrical work, he has been teaching voice
and piano privately.

Bellan is currently enrolled in the Faculty of Music in Voice. He is a
graduate of Grant Park High School (which has a well known musical
theatre program) and been part of the Winnipeg Studio Theatre education
program. He is also looking forward to his next professional role in a
limited engagement for “South Pacific” which Rainbow Stage is mount-
ing in April.

Incidentally, both Bellan and Lazar did very well in the annual
Winnipeg Music Festival last winter. Lazar competed in six different cat-
egories, finishing first or second in each category. Bellan  won the Alma
Wynne Memorial Trophy and the Mary Campbell Memorial Bursary,
was co-winner of the Musical Theatre category, runner-up for the
Rainbow Stage Trophy and was recommended for provincial competi-
tions in the vocal intermediate and Musical Theatre categories. Both
young men would seem to have a promising future in musical theatre.

For information about tickets, click onto wwwwinnipegstudiothe-
atre.com or phone the MTC box office at 204- 956-1340.

JOSH
BELLAN

ELLIOTT
LAZAR

JAMIE MICHAELS
“I chose to write this in graph-
ic novel form because it is such
a giving medium. Being able to
combine words and images
allows for so much more play.”



A friend and professional musician named Seth
Kibel sent me an update. We played together in
bands when we were at university. Seth performs
all over;, he even played at my wedding. He
plays jazz, swing, and blues, but it’s his klezmer
performances that really impress me. Recently, I
saw him perform his composition, “Willard’s
Freylekh” on YouTube, as a one-man band. A
Freylekh is a happy dance tune, a niggun (a song

without words.) 
In Seth’s performance, he uses a recording device that he taps with his

foot. First, he plays tenor sax, and the little gizmo records that section.
Then, he plays flute, but the sax track is laid down in the background. He
moves on to clarinet, which he then uses to play several more tracks, as he
slowly disassembles his instrument. The music wails higher and louder. By
the end, all the melodies swirl, loud, one on top of another, until he is no
longer playing but patiently sitting still, fading it out.

A good freylekh has a catchy melody…and it sticks with you. Even
though the Torah portion for February 18th, Yitro, (Exodus 18:1–20:23)
isn’t about music, there was something about Seth’s performance that made
me align the two. In Yitro, Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, brings his wife and
children to meet him, and offers his son-in-law a little advice. Jethro is a
Midianite priest. He’s clearly wise. He knows the burden of being a leader.
Jethro gives Moses a secret. It’s about delegating.

A good leader depends on good community. Moses had many strengths,
not least of which was what Rashi called his “ruach hakodesh” or his ‘holy
spirit.’ Rabbi Ellen Weinberg Dreyfus, in her excellent piece on this Torah
portion, “Advice from a Father-in-Law,” talks about how using this kind of
holy discernment is essential, even when depending on others to help pro-
vide upright, careful, and thoughtful organization to smoothly run things.
The Jewish “organization” needs both this discernment from leaders, and a
great policy manual in place. The “good community” can’t function with-
out both every day routine, and special discernment.

In some cases, ‘delegating’ means relying on others to offer their unique
skills and strengths towards helping the community function. For instance,
one rabbi might be offering educational classes or supervising kashrut.
Another person might have superior accounting skills, or management
experience. A third might be a communicator, or a graphic designer. A
strong and healthy community needs them all. In order to keep a commu-
nity afloat, we have to rely on everyone’s skills…a leader can orchestrate,
but cannot do all of the work alone. The individual members of the band
have to do their part, too.

Sometimes, keeping all those balls in the air (or tunes playing at once) is
hard. When the Israelites dealt with plagues in Egypt, right along with the
Egyptians, it likely wasn’t easy. The same is true for us. Finding time to
attend one more meeting or to budget funds to cover our community’s core
functions can be really difficult, particularly when faced with a crisis.

Many of us know that we become stronger and more confident in our
identities (as Jews, as professionals, as people) by challenging ourselves.
Sometimes we’re faced with situations that seem out of bounds or harder

than we can manage. We’re asked to step up in ways we did not expect. It’s
how we struggle that counts. How do we rise above these challenges? If we
remain true to our values and ourselves, how does that make us into better
leaders and people?

The news from the US lately has been tumultuous. I’ve been so
impressed to see some people dig deep and rely on their beliefs to act with
integrity when faced with challenge. I’m thinking of Sally Yates, who, as
the former US Acting Attorney General,  refused to enforce Trump’s exec-
utive order regarding immigration. Yates had nearly 30 years of experience
in her field, and she stood up for what she believed to be the right thing,
according to the U.S. Constitution. She was fired because of her
actions…and likely many more chaotic events have happened since I wrote
this column. However, if we act according to our core values – as Jews and
as moral people, we should not feel badly if the results are not ideal. I know
I couldn’t live with myself if I didn’t try to do the right thing. I imagine
Yates felt the same.

Yet, while my friend Seth Kibel pulled off his “one man” Freylekh, you
can hear his frenzy and gasping breaths. It is both a part of the music and
a part of the effort to stay afloat and ‘on top’ as the leader of a band. If a
leader (Jewish or otherwise) doesn’t delegate wisely, trusting others to step
up and do their part, he or she becomes burnt out. Struggling for breath, we
cannot adequately help others.

A functional Jewish community contains every kind of person. Some per-
form the freylekh, and others dance. Still others pay the musicians, cook
and serve the refreshments, or care for those who fall back from the dance,
out of breath. It’s up to all of us to take Jethro’s advice. If leaders must del-
egate to avoid burn out, we all have to do our part, contributing, to keep the
enterprise afloat. 

Seth’s skillful one-man freylekh was a gimmick. He plays in multiple
bands with others. His swirling music and gasping breaths remind us that
this is not a sustainable trick. We need others. We must rely on expert indi-
viduals for their Jewish values and knowledge, financial know-how and
monetary support, and above all, everyone’s cooperation. Jethro and Rashi
were right. It’s the ‘holy spirit,’ in the Jewish sense, which keeps the enter-
prise functional. Let’s
keep that Jewish soul
in play. 

Are you behind in
reading Joanne’s old
columns? 

Joanne Seiff is the
author of a new
book– “From the
Inside Out: Jewish
Post Columns 2015-
2016”. This column
collection’s now
available for digital
download, or as a
paperback from
Amazon. See more
about her on her
blog: www.joanne-
seiff.blogspot.com.

The Leadership Freylekh

Wednesday, February 15, 2017, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   9

Joanne Seiff

 

 

 
The Board of Directors of The Saul and Claribel 

Simkin Centre would like to thank those 
members of our Community who made 

donations to The Centre in 2016. With their 
support The Centre can provide programs which 

enrich the lives of our residents such as; 
Spiritual Care, Therapeutic Recreation, Music 

Therapy, and also assist us in purchasing 
needed equipment. 

 
If you are interested in making a donation 

please contact The Centre, or go to our website 
at www.simkincentre.ca for donation 

information. 

By

JOANNE SEIFF
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Parkour demonstration - Parkour combines
the challenge of an obstacle course with gym-
nastics.

Dr. Dan Timmerman, Chiropractor,
speaking on  “new year, new you”

Scaling the  climbing wall

Brothers Graham & Bryce Folster handing
out samples of their power shakes. The Rady
JCC was the first venue to have one of their
vending machines.

Reflexology treatment

Bernie Bellan trying out a “fat bike” from
Olympia Cycle

2017 Manitoba Summer Games mascot

Block Therapy - “I’m still not sure what this
was all about, but when the instructor said this
was going to be painful -  I left.” -BBKrav Maga - Israeli marital arts

Jona (left) & Carolina lead a race challenge
in the spin room

Pound fitness - a new type of aerobics

JCC Maccabi Games 2016 participants (l-r):
Brianna Ritter (gold medal, tennis); Alex
Waxman (3 gold, 1 silver, golf); & Jack
Lindner, reporter

Scenes from the Rady JCC’s “FitFest”, held February 5th

Matthew Narvey, President of the Asper
Campus at the re-opening of the pool

(Manuel F. Sousa photo)

David Shrom was one of 10 finalists in a con-
test to submit the best story about why the
Rady JCC made a difference in their lives. 

(Manuel F. Sousa photo)
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Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Food became the most popular trend in today’s culture. A

new Israeli book is trying to change the negative stereotypes
Israelis have of Polish cooking. Modern day Poland is a hip-
ster heaven full of pigs, mushrooms, cheese and homemade
vodka. Jewish Polish food is presented as a victim of the
Holocaust and immigration to Israel where Sephardi food is
in style. The future is modern Poland and the past is Yiddish
food. I still hope to eat a well made Gefilte fish in heaven. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Stephen Bannon, in film treatment, described US
Jews as unwitting 'enablers' of jihad

WASHINGTON (JTA) -- In a treatment describing a doc-
umentary on a purported Muslim plan to take over America,
Stephen Bannon, now President Donald Trump’s top strategic
adviser, described the "American Jewish community” as
among unwitting “enablers” of jihad.

Bannon, a former banker who transitioned into a career as
an ultranationalist propagandist, culminating in his becoming
a top adviser to the Trump campaign, made several right-wing
documentaries in the 2000s.

The Washington Post reported February 3 on a 2007 pro-
posal for a documentary that was never made called “The
Islamic States of America.” It would be comprised of inter-
views of people who, like Bannon, believe that the threat
posed to the West is broader than Islamist extremist terrorists,
embracing an array of Muslim advocacy groups.

It describes as “enablers among us” – albeit with the “best
intentions” -- major media outlets, the CIA and FBI, civil lib-
erties groups, “universities and the left” and the “American
Jewish Community.”

It also describes “front groups and disingenuous Muslim
Americans who preach reconciliation and dialogue in the
open but, behind the scenes, advocate hatred and contempt for
the West.”

Among these named by Bannon as "cultural jihadists" are
the Islamic Society of North America, a group that had asso-
ciations with the Muslim Brotherhood at its founding in the
1960s, but in recent years has worked closely with Jewish
groups, including in combating anti-Semitism and raising
Holocaust awareness among Muslims.

Before joining Trump’s campaign last summer, Bannon
helmed Breitbart News, a site that is stridently pro-Israel, but
which also has featured white nationalists and which Bannon
once described as a platform for the “alt-right,” a loose-knit
alliance that includes within it anti-Semites as well as right-
wing Jews.

2 Palestinians reported dead in Gaza tunnel blast
(JTA) -- Two Palestinians were killed and five were injured

in what Gaza authorities said was an airstrike on a smuggling
tunnel between Egypt and the Gaza Strip.

Hamas’ health minister, Ashraf al-Qidra, said Thursday, the
day after the strike, that it was carried out by Israel, the
Palestinian Maan news agency reported. An Israel Defense
Forces spokesman told Maan that the army was not involved
in the incident.

Maan identified the two fatalities as men aged 24 and 38.

On Wednesday, four rockets were fired from Egypt's Sinai
Peninsula towards the southern Israeli city of Eilat. No casu-
alties were reported in the incident, which an affiliate of the
Islamic State group said it had carried out.

A number of Palestinians in Gaza have been killed in the
vast tunnel networks that lie below Hamas-controlled
enclave. They are largely used for smuggling in the south and
military purposes in the north.

Both Israel and Egypt have targeted the tunnels for destruc-
tion in the past.

On Thursday, six people were wounded in a shooting attack
in the central Israeli city of Petach Tikvah.

Israeli police said a 19-year-old Palestinian man, Sadeq
Nasser Awda from Nablus, opened fire Thursday afternoon
near an outdoor market, Army Radio reported. The alleged
assailant was arrested at the scene.

None of the wounded suffered life-threatening injuries,
according to media reports
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By BERNIE BELLAN
A while back I

received an interesting
email from someone
who identified herself as
Sara Gardner. In the
course of corresponding
with Sara I learned that
she is a former
Winnipegger, the daugh-
ter of Ashley Leibl and
Heather Sturrey (grand-
daughter of Lil Sturrey -
who still subscribes to
our paper even after hav-
ing moved to Vancouver
years ago; and step-
daughter of Nona Leibl).

Along with her halfsis-
ter Alex Blumberg
(daughter of Heather
Sturrey and Tom
Blumberg), Sara and Alex are now budding entrepreneurs. Their company
produces and markets a product called “thek9guard”.

Sara referred me to a video link,
http://bc.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=1035903 that explains what the product
is all about. Here is an excerpt from the website for k9guard
(www.thek9guard.com):

Generally, most people agree that the idea that large and small dogs can-
not play well together is untrue. Big dogs and small dogs can play togeth-
er on a regular basis, and big dogs are not destined to become predatory
to little dogs. Although there are some large dogs that do not appreciate
certain behaviours from smaller dogs, the theory of ‘predatory drift’ has
been challenged in recent years.

The main problem when small and large dogs play together is that a
small dog is much more likely to be seriously hurt if a large dog plays too
roughly with the small dog, or acts aggressively towards it and
bites/attacks it than a large dog would.

Our best defense is the ability of dog owners to recognize inappropriate
or rude interactions between dogs, and ability of the humans to call their
dogs away immediately (not after 5 calls). Too often at dog parks we see

people completely
ignoring their dogs,
either on their phones
otherwise pre-occu-
pied. They often miss
important signals being
given off by their dog or
other dogs in the envi-
ronment, which can
easily lead to a fight
and potential injury.

“The k9guard jacket
also protects dogs
against predators such
as coyotes, raccoons
and birds of prey.”

I was sufficiently
intrigued about this
product, after having
watched the video, that
I asked Sara to tell me a
little bit more about
herself and how she

came to develop this particular product.
Sara wrote back that she is a graduate of Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate,

having been a member of the first graduating class in 1998 that attended the
Gray Academy. After having acquired her nursing degree here, she left
Winnipeg in 2006 and later acquired her Master’s in nursing in BC. 

Now the director of resident services at a Vancouver nursing home, Sara,
along with sister Alex (who attended Brock Corydon School, the
University of Winnipeg Collegiate and the University of Manitoba before
also moving to Vancouver), along with a third partner, Allison Ribeaux,
started making the k9guard a couple of years ago in Delta, BC.

Sara explains how she and her sister were motivated to create their dog
jackets: “We run a dog rescue in Manitoba and BC so we have witnessed
many attacks prompting the invention of the jackets.”

I wondered though how prevalent the problem of dogs being attacked by
other dogs really is. Sara replied, “We just don’t hear about the day to day
non fatal attacks and sadly the ones that make headlines are always pit bull

attacks because media likes to use pit bulls in the news.”
A quick scan of stories on the Internet about dog attacks in the

Winnipeg area confirms Sara’s assertion that we only hear about the
fatal attacks. Yet, as the owner of a small dog myself, I know the fear
that can suddenly develop when a larger dog that appears unfriendly
happens to be come close by. Further, my wife and I have always avoid-
ed dog parks precisely because of the concern we’ve had about anoth-
er dog – even it’s just engaging in aggressive play, biting our little dog.

Sara’s website says: “If you are worried about bringing your small or
larger dog to public areas like dog parks or beaches where they will
encounter other off leash dogs, please visit our website for more infor-
mation on our K9 Guard Protective Dog jackets. These jackets are bite
proof and can mitigate the risk of your dog being injured when out and
about with you!”

The website describes how the jackets are made;
“Our jackets are made of high quality, durable Polyester with ther-

moplastic polyurethane – waterproof membrane (DINTEX). The three
KEVLAR® inserts, located in the neck piece and body of the jacket,
provide bite protection to help mitigate risk of injury when your dog is
out on a walk, hike or at a dog park.”

As Sara noted in one of her emails, she and Alex are heavily involved
in animal rescue and adoption. The organization to which Sara and Alex
belong is called “CAARE” (Companion Animal Advocacy & Rescue
Effort).

The CAARE website gives the following information: 
“CAARE is a registered nonprofit organization dedicated to Humane

Education and the prevention of pet overpopulation. We are avid res-
cuers and are committed to changing the way people view companion
animals and their responsibility to them.

“Established in 2014, we have worked tirelessly to rehome dogs of all
sizes and ages, most of them scheduled to be put down in shelters or
destroyed in rural communities in Canada.”

In an email Sara elaborated on where the dogs come from: “We most-
ly rescue them from reserves in Manitoba and adopt them out in MB
and BC. “

If you are possibly interested in adopting a dog from CAARE, you
can find out more on the organization’s website: www.caarerescue.com
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Dog news

Former Winnipegger’s love for dogs leads to interesting invention

Don’t let the picture fool you: These two
dogs are actually playing - but often smaller
dogs can be hurt by larger dogs, even when
they’re just playing. That’s why the K9
guard can prove so useful.

The three women who are now producing
the K9 guard for dogs: (l-r): Allison
Ribeaux; sisters Sara (Leibl) Gardner, and
Alex Blumberg. (Both Sara and Alex are
from Winnipeg.)
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

MEMORIAMS WEEK OF
FEBRUARY  15

JULIE SOLOMON (nee BIRCH)
Julie passed away peace-

fully at the age of 95.
She was a well read, well

spoken, and well thought
of wise and kind woman.

She was predeceased by
her husband Earl Solomon
in 1987, and is survived by
her children, David Solo-
mon, Lynne and Harvey
Fineman, her grandchil-
dren, Adam Fineman and
Beth Title, Lisa and Dan
Manning, as well as her

great-grandchildren, Meryn and Kera Fineman, and
Wil, Farrah, and Jadon Manning (her namesake).

In loving memory of
LARRY (LOU)

BLANK
who passed away
February 3, 1986
24 Days in Shevat

Thirty-one years have passed
and in our minds it's still so
hard to bear, but in our hearts
your memory will constantly
be there.
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
children and grandchildren.

31st Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RIVKE
(REGINA)
FLEISHER
who passed away
22 days in Shevat

February 10th, 2007
— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by her children
Miriam and William, daughter
in law Doreen and
grandchildren Zach, Ben,
Gideon and Raisa.

10th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory
of our dear husband and father
MAX  HECHTENTHAL

who passed away
January 24, 1981

20 Days in Shevat 5741
Our hearts still ache with sadness
Silent tears still flow
What it means to lose you
No one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his son.

In Memoriam

SAMUEL
TENNENHOUSE

who passed away
February 14, 2001

22 days in Shevat, 5761

In loving memory of

— Lovingly remembered by their children and grandchildren.

GERTIE
TENNENHOUSE

who passed away
April 30, 2014

30 days in Nisan

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HAROLD M.
MARGOLIS

who passed away
February 17, 2001
24 Days in Shevat

From the practice of this plain
craft
come works of everlasting
artistry,
And as from densest lead are
cast the wings
on which thoughts fly past
centuries,
So from blackest ink shines
forth
the light of words that make
men free.
Always remembered by his
sisters, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

MAX REICH
(1936 – 2017)

Beloved husband, father,
Zaida, brother, uncle, and
friend, Max Reich, passed
away surrounded by his
family on Friday, Febru-
ary 10, 2017.

Max was born in 1936,
first son of immigrants of
Lonavitz, Sam and Rose
Reich. He grew up in a
home grocery store in Point
Douglas and lived there
with his parents and
younger sister Lorraine
until the death of his fa-
ther. Moving to West
Kildonan, Max drew inspi-

ration from his mother, and with her and little bit of
money from the store, launched into his real estate
career. While still a sideline, Max was anxious to work
and support himself, working in a number of positions
while slowly building his real estate empire in his free
time.

Max had a strong group of friends, with whom he
remained friends his entire life. A travel adventurer, he
first set off to see the world by ship in 1956, including
a visit to the nascent Israel, an experience that made
him a life-long Zionist.

Max met his future wife Fay through his friends and
they were married in 1965. With Fay, he began to
further build his real estate management business,
which eventually grew big enough that the couple
moved it out of the basement and into its own proper
office. With both Max and Fay at its helm, Astroid
Management grew into one of Winnipeg’s biggest and
most successful real estate management companies,
with a reputation for fairness and honesty. Indeed, Max
is fondly remembered by many to this day as someone
who helped people buy their own first home.

Max and Fay raised three children, Stephen, Shani,
and Cal, and imbued them with their senses of personal
responsibility and honesty. Max’s kindness, love, story-
telling and sense of humour will be deeply missed by
his children, his in-laws, Colleen, Marvin and Samantha,
and by his grandchildren, Matan, Ozias, Daliyah, Asher
and Rowan.

Aside from partnering in a successful business, that
allowed Max and Fay the privilege to live out a life they
could scarcely imagine as the children of immigrants,
Max and Fay traveled extensively all over the world
throughout their nearly 52 years together, both on their
own, as well as with their wide circle of good friends.

Max was a very charitable individual who donated
both the fruits of his earnings, as well as his time, to
numerous causes, both general and Jewish, including
the Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, the Sarah Sommer
Chai Folk Ensemble, Jewish Board of Education, and
B’nai Brith, just to name a few.

Max was always an optimist, a social animal, a
voracious reader of nonfiction, an amateur political
commentator, and a vaudeville-style jokester. Max
will always be remembered by those who knew him for
his quick wit, his comedic timing, his love of discus-
sion, and for his numerous parables of wisdom.

Facing a terminal illness in his 80th year, Max was
realistic, grateful and gracious. He wanted everyone
whose life he touched to know that he lived a good life;
that he had been blessed with a wonderful wife, chil-
dren, and grandchildren; that he had been blessed with
luck and good fortune to have been born at the right
time in history, and in a country which allowed him to
realize his dreams; that he had, with Fay, built a great
business which garnered respect, and for which he had
only his and Fay’s hard work and determination to
credit. On his last day, and ready to exit the body that
had finally betrayed him, he held his family’s hands, he
whispered that he loved them, and let himself go. Max
will be sadly missed and remembered by all those
whose lives he touched.

In lieu of flowers or gifts, donations in Max’s honour
may be made to CancerCare Manitoba, Juvenile Dia-
betes Research Foundation, or the Jewish Foundation
Of Manitoba Endowment Fund.

Deadline for the
March 1 issue of

The Jewish Post & News
is noon

Thursday, February 23
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

FEBRUARY  22

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LYNN HENOCH
May  24, 1946-

January 29, 2016
19th day of Shvat

Beloved Wife, Mother, Savta,
Sister, Daughter, Auntie,
Teacher, Artist & Friend.

Creator of Home,
of Clay and of Beauty

Your love and inspiration live on.
May you rest in the garden,

swim with the loons and
fly like a dove in peace.

“Love You to the Moon and Back”

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In memory of a beloved
father, grandfather, husband.
A gentle man, friend to many,
respected and admired by all

MICHAEL
KAUFMANN

who passed away
February 18, 2006
21 Days in Shevat

In Pirke avot, it is written:
There are three crowns:

The crown of Torah,
the crown of priesthood,
and the crown of royalty;

but the crown of a good name
surpasses them all.

— With love your wife,
children and grandchildren.

1st Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FAIGIE KLEIN
who passed away
February 8, 2016

29 days in Shevat, 5776
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Jack, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GOLDY
LABOVITCH

who passed away
February 1, 1986
22 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered by her
sons Max and Irvin,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

31st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
wife, mother and

grandmother

LORETTA
LABOVITCH

who passed away
March 9, 2008

3rd day in Adar II, 5768
Our hearts still ache with
sadness
And silent tears do flow
And what is meant to lose you,
no one will ever know.
— Your loving  family.

9th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK NEWMAN
who passed away
January 22, 2014

21st of Shevat, 5774
You’re always in our hearts

— Ever rememered and sadly
missed by your wife, children,
and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MOLLY CLARICE
PITSCH

who passed away
February 1, 2000
25 Days in Shevat

Forever in our hearts and with
our spirits.
— Your daughters, grand-
children, sister, family and
friends.

17th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BARRY REINER
who passed away
January 29, 2011
24 Days in Shevat

— Lovingly remembered by
your wife, children, grand-
children and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MICKEY
SHAFFER
who passed away
February 1, 1997
24 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
25th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

IRVING ISRAEL
SNIDER

who passed away
February 23rd, 1992

19 Days in Adar I
You gave us years of happiness
Then came sorrow and tears
But you left us beautiful memories
We will treasure through the years
—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed  by his daughter
Sylvia, and grandsons Brad
and Mark.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

AL STOFFMAN
who passed away

February 18, 1999
2 days in Adar

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

18th Yahrzeit

19th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE
SUCHAROV

who passed away
February 18, 1998
22 Days in Shevat

Your legacy lives on.
— Lovingly remembered and
missed by your children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BERNARD
ATNIKOV
who passed away

February 14, 1980
28 Days in Shevat

Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our way.
Though absent you are ever
near.
Still missed, still loved and ever
dear.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children
and grandchildren, brother
and sister.

In loving memory of

GERTIE
CHOCHINOV

who passed away
February 25, 2012

2 days in Adar
If tears could build a stairway,
and memories a lane
We would walk right up to Heaven
and bring you home again
— Forever loved and sadly missed
by your husband Labe, children
Aydel and Laurence and girls,
Bruce and Sheila and boys.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BESSIE
COLISH

who passed away
February 5, 2011

1 Day in Adar
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her son.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HARRY
DORDICK
who passed away

February 17, 1999
1 Day in Adar I

— Forever missed by your
wife, daughter, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SAM

GREENBERG
who passed away

February 23, 2001
30 days in Shevat

You are forever in our hearts &
on our minds.
— Your children &
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LEONARD
MARCOE
who passed away
February 5, 2011

1 Day in Adar
— Deeply loved and sadly
missed by his daughter Valli
and grandson Jack, family and
friends.



By ANDREW SILOW-
CARROLL

(JTA) – Reports that
White House Svengali
Steve Bannon once
referred to the American
Jewish community as
enablers of Islamist
jihad revived accusa-
tions that the former
Breitbart News publish-
er is an anti-Semite.

On its face the accusa-
tion, like the oft-repeat-
ed charge that Breitbart
itself is an anti-Semitic
news site, is weak.
Bannon’s point about jihad’s “enablers” is not that Jews share an ideology
with the jihadists but the opposite: As a largely liberal community,
American Jews support civil liberties and immigrants’ rights – creating a
climate, so goes the argument, that even with the best of intentions sup-
posedly allows terrorists to thrive.

Breitbart is a reliably pro-Israel site, well to the right of most American
Jewish publications. In the rare instance where one of its correspondents has
slipped into explicit anti-Jewish territory – as when an article declared about
a Washington Post reporter that “hell hath no fury like a Polish, Jewish,
American elitist scorned” – “Jewish” is synonymous with “liberal.” 

Spend some time on Breitbart and what emerges is contempt for the
Secular American Jewish Liberal and admiration for the Religious
Nationalist Jewish Conservative.

I don’t know if that makes the average Jew feel any better – that if you’re
the right (and I do mean right) kind of Jew, then you’re OK. But it’s essen-
tial to acknowledge the distinction if we are to understand the ways public
discourse is changing in the Trump area. 

Bannon and the Jews: 
A conditional kind of love
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RUTH POSEN
who passed away
January 26, 1989

21 Days in Shevat, 5749
—Ever present in the hearts
and souls of her family and
friends who lovingly
remember her.

In loving memory of

MAURICE I.
ROSENBERG

who passed away
February 28, 1993

9 Days in Adar
There is a special kind of feeling
that is meant for you alone.
A place within our hearts that
only you can own.
There will always be sadness
and many a silent tear.
But always special memories
of days when your were here.
- Lovingly remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS GUNN
who passed away

March 5, 1973
1st Day in Adar II, 5733

Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BRIAN
MARGOLIS

who passed away
February 23, 2007

5 Days in Adar
— Heartbroken by your
absence, always loved and
forever missed by  your
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK
NIMCHONOK

who passed away
February 5, 2000
30 days in Shevat

—Greatly missed by his loving
children, grandchildren,
sisters, family and dear
friends.

In loving memory of

WILLIAM (BILL)
OMNITSKY

who passed away
February 10, 2005

1 Day in Adar
— Ever loved and remembered
by his family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LAURIE
THOMPSON

who passed away
February 24, 2006
26 days in Shevat

Your passing saddened us
Your love and warmth embrace
us
Your smile and passionate
heart sustain us
— Forever loved and missed
by your wife, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MINDY
UNRODE-HABER

who passed away
March 13, 1986

2 Days in Adar II
Toronto, Ont.

Mindy our love, you are sadly
missed, for it is hard to let you go.
We cannot have the old days back
when we were all together,
but secret  tears, and loving
thoughts of you
Will be with us forever.
— Remembered always by
your daughter Lauren, sister
Diane,  niece Rachel and many
cousins.

31st Yahrzeit

Anti-Semitism is alive and well on the fringes of the movements that helped elect Trump, but it
remains taboo the closer you get to the inner circle, which includes Trump’s Orthodox daughter and
son-in-law. Where Jews might have cause to worry, however, is in the tendency of Trump’s insiders
to cleave the Jews into two unreconcilable communities – blues and reds, Republicans and
Democrats, doves and hawks, Hillary supporters and Trump voters.

Breitbart, a sort of farm team for the White House staff, never dips into that kind of invective (even
if its readers often do). But they also imagine two very different kinds of Jews. Israeli Jews and their
supporters on the right are the good kind, strong and stalwart when they aren’t the innocent and near-
ly helpless victims of a fierce Arab enemy and their Western enablers. They have a lot to teach the
West about security and standing up to Islamist terror.

American Jews, especially the Democratic-voting majority and the organizations that represent
them, tend to show up in Breitbart only when they occasionally agree with a conservative position
or are criticized by right-leaning Jews for disagreeing with a right-wing position. That was the point
of the article by right-wing activist David Horowitz, titled “Bill Kristol: Republican Spoiler,
Renegade Jew,” that is usually labeled Exhibit A in describing Breitbart as anti-Semitic. 

As Horowitz himself explained in a follow-up, he called Kristol a “renegade Jew” because he felt
the conservative pundit, in opposing Trump, had “betrayed the Jews.” Horowitz’s overheated article
was a defense of right-wing Jewish interests and an attack on a Jew who would undermine them.

Trump bought into the good Jews-bad Jews view of the world in picking David Friedman as his
ambassador to Israel. Most American Jews weren’t surprised that Trump would pick an envoy (and
personal lawyer) who shared his and Bannon’s (and, in most ways, Benjamin Netanyahu’s) right-
leaning, nationalist version of pro-Israel politics. 

But after getting over Friedman’s dearth of diplomatic credentials, they were shocked by his stat-
ed disdain for Jews on the other side of the argument. Writing for the pro-settler Arutz Sheva news
site, Friedman labeled the left-wing pro-Israel group J Street as “not Jewish” and “worse than” the
Jewish “kapos” who collaborated with the Nazis.

As my colleague Ron Kampeas pointed out, one traditional job of the U.S. ambassador to Israel is to
serve as an envoy between and among American Jews – if not to agree with them, at least to assure
them that they will be heard. Dan Shapiro, Obama’s ambassador to Israel from 2011 to 2017, was high-
ly regarded on both sides for performing this function: Representing an administration that was often
unpopular with much of the activist class, Shapiro respected, and earned the respect, of the other side.

Jews have done a good job all by themselves in dividing up their community into warring camps
– and, perhaps worse, camps that barely talk with each other. The right-left divide, the schism
between Orthodox and non-Orthodox schism – Jews didn’t need any help in creating these cate-
gories. But they also understood that Jewish influence would be diminished and Jewish security
compromised if those on the outside were able to splinter an already splintered and tiny community
into smaller and smaller pieces. That was the mantra of pro-Israel advocacy going back to the era of
Max Fisher, a Jewish Republican who enjoyed good relations with Nixon.

Trump isn’t one to reach out to those who disagree with him, to say the least. Divide and conquer
was pretty much his campaign strategy. And so far his efforts at Jewish inclusion – like the polariz-
ing International Holocaust Remembrance Day statement – have been dead on arrival.

The evidence is weak that Breitbart or Bannon are anti-Semitic. And Breitbart’s eager pro-Israel
stance, like Trump’s, is unmistakable.

But what troubles so many Jews, including some Jewish Republicans, is the deeply conditional
nature of a support that says “If you’re with me, I’m with you.” It’s the flip side of Nixonian mania.
It’s also the ideological version of two of the weakest defenses in the accused bigot’s arsenal: “Some
of my best friends are Jewish” and “I have Jewish grandchildren.” 

President Donald Trump, left, and Stephen
Bannon at the swearing-in of senior staff at
the White House, Jan. 22, 2017. (Mandel

Ngan/AFP/Getty Images)
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Canadian/US news

Yiddish Summer Institute in Ottawa:
Learn Yiddish in Six Weeks!

Rebecca Margolis, Vered Jewish Canadian Studies Program, University
of Ottawa (rmargoli@uOttawa.ca)

Yiddish is the language of a thousand years of European Jewish civilization
and the shared language of most of the Jewish immigrants who settled in
Canada. Over the last century, Yiddish has evolved a rich literature, musical
tradition, theatre, and cinema. Today there are many innovative initiatives to
explore Yiddish, including the digitization of all of Yiddish literature and new
movies and television. As part of this Yiddish renaissance, the University of
Ottawa is offering an exciting opportunity to learn and engage with the lan-
guage and culture in a Yiddish Summer Institute. 

Running daily from May 1-June 13, this introductory course in Yiddish lan-
guage and culture will allow diverse students to learn to speak, read, write,
sing, and explore Yiddish literature and culture in an intensive format that is
unique in Canada. The program consists of daily Yiddish language classes in
the mornings plus weekly cultural activities including theatre workshops, film
screenings and performances. It will conclude with a fieldtrip to Yiddish
Montreal, including a visit to local Yiddish-speaking Hasidic neighbourhoods
and a live theatre performance. Students who have successfully completed the
course will receive six university credits and be able to hold a basic conversa-
tion like a native speaker; read a Yiddish newspaper or other text with the help
of a dictionary; write about a variety of topics and in multiple formats (letters,
poetry, short film scripts, etc.); and know at least 20 Yiddish songs. They will
also be familiar with many aspects of Yiddish culture from Eastern Europe
through present-day Canada including music, literature, theatre and film. 

The course is open to all students–university students as well as mature stu-
dents–and no previous background is required aside form a willingness to work
hard in a very rigorous university class. It will be of particular interest to stu-
dents who require Yiddish language reading knowledge for their research; are
interested in Yiddish performance of theatre or music; who want to learn more
about Eastern European Jewish culture; who wish to be able to translate out of
or into Yiddish; who seek to be creative in Yiddish; who enjoy learning new
languages or for whom Yiddish is a family or heritage language. For students
coming from outside of the Ottawa area, on-campus housing is available, as is
funding to offset the cost of travel. As a bonus, the course takes place at the
University of Ottawa’s beautiful downtown campus during the city’s breath-
taking Tulip Festival as well as the country’s 150th birthday celebrations. 

As a scholar and instructor of Yiddish with over twenty years’ experience
teaching Yiddish to children and adults in university and community settings
including New York’s YIVO summer program and the Yiddish Book Center
in Amherst, I am excited to be able to offer this intensive course at my home
university. I invite you all to come and lern zikh yidish! 

All information regarding the program, registration, financial support, and
housing is found at www.yiddishottawa.com. Registration opens at the end of
March, first-come, first-served. For more information, please contact
Rebecca Margolis, the coordinator and instructor for the course, at rmar-
goli@uottawa.ca.

Muslim, Jewish leaders raise Trump entry ban
in congressional meetings

WASHINGTON (JTA) -- Muslim and Jewish leaders shared concerns
with lawmakers in Congress about President Donald Trump’s recent
orders banning entry to refugees.

The lobbying day Feb. 1 for the Muslim Jewish Advisory Council was
planned before November’s election and was meant to focus on expand-
ing hate crimes laws in the United States.

But it was Trump’s executive order, which has created chaos at airports,
ports and U.S. embassies around the world, which featured prominently
in the group’s summary letter.

“We support the deep concerns with the President’s Executive Order of
January 27 on refugee policy expressed by many members of Congress
both Republicans and Democrats,” said the statement posted Feb. 1 as an
open letter to Congress. “We are concerned with any bar on refugee or
other immigration to the United States based on one’s religion.”

The refugee issue also came up in meetings that the 36 Muslim and
Jewish leaders had with lawmakers. Trump banned entry to visitors from
seven predominantly Muslim nations for 90 days and suspended entry of
refugees for 120 days.

Otherwise the letter’s focus was on hate crimes, which is the issue that
united the leaders when the group, an initiative of the American Jewish
Committee, was first convened last year.

“It is imperative that Congress work to strengthen our country’s
response to the increase in hate crimes, in particular by exercising its
oversight responsibilities so as to ensure that the Justice Department
maintains, and heightens, its work with state and local officials on hate
crimes, and prosecutes such crimes at the federal level where necessary,”
the letter said.

Stanley Bergman, the CEO of Henry Schein, a health care products
supplier, and Farooq Kathwari, president and CEO of Ethan Allen, a fur-
niture company, are co-chairs of the council.

Members include Norm Coleman, a former Republican senator from
Minnesota; Joseph Lieberman, a former senator from Connecticut who
was the Democratic vice presidential nominee in 2000; Rabbi Julie
Schonfeld, the executive vice president of the Conservative movement’s
Rabbinical Assembly and Daisy Khan and Eboo Patel, Muslim
Americans active in interfaith outreach.



A company is mak-
ing its mark on the
global Kosher scene
by actively connect-
ing Kosher with earth
and health mindful-
ness via enabling
small, health con-
scious businesses to get affordable, trustworthy Kosher certification. 

Now, EarthKosher’s founder and CEO, Rabbi Zecharyah Goldman, has
married into the Winnipeg Jewish community and wants small Canadian
enterprises to know about the company.

Goldman’s wife, Winnipegger, Ardith Henoch, handles EarthKosher’s
marketing and outreach across Canada.

With a significant and diverse background in rabbinical scholarship, at
one point Goldman an a small Orthodox institute that helps people convert
to Judaism.

In early 2000, Goldman found himself perplexed when he was shopping
for environmentally friendly, healthy fish from online supplier Vital Choice
Seafood & Organics. “One day, I called up the company and said, ‘I
noticed that your canned salmon has a kosher certification from a promi-
nent agency, but your flash frozen salmon doesn’t,’” said Goldman. 

“They replied, ‘Rabbi, if you knew what we were paying for the canned
salmon, you wouldn’t ask us about this.’ I was like...”Flash frozen salmon?
That’s nothing. I can certify that!’ He said, ‘Why don’t you?’ And I said, ‘I
couldn’t put my name on a piece of fish.’

“That was the light bulb for me.”

Prior to that time, Goldman had zero interest in being involved in any
way, shape, or form with kosher certification. “I was a scholar by nature,
and had become interested in kosher certification purely due to my lifelong
involvement in health food,” he explained. “From the time that I was 18-
years-old, I was exposed to macrobiotics and other forms of healthy eating
and everything that goes along with that, in terms of alternative medicine
and understanding our food supply.

“So, the interest in kosher certification stemmed from the recognition, as
someone who kept kosher, that there were all these healthy products made
by small companies that had no kosher certification...Maybe I can’t put my
name on a piece of fish, but I can start a kosher agency that provides
affordable kosher certification to small companies producing healthy food.
So, I did.”

Goldman hired an expert rabbinic consultant with a vast and respected
background in the kosher certification industry, who later became a busi-
ness partner and senior kashrut administrator, Rabbi Zushe Blech of
Monsey, N.Y.

EarthKosher started up in 2004 with a target clientele of small companies
that make organic or natural food.

“It shouldn’t be that a company that has all the right contemporary val-
ues – they are fair trade, organic, non-GMO, good for a person to eat, and
are helping people out – for such a company not to be able to afford specif-
ically kosher certification, because of the dynamics of the industry, was
unacceptable to me,” said Goldman. 

“The bottom line is that, if you’re charging a small company $5000+
U.S., you’re pricing many of them out of the kosher market.”

EarthKosher does not charge by percent sales or by the number or vari-
ety of products a company needs in order to be kosher certified. Instead,
they determine the cost of the certification by the actual cost of the service
they need to provide to each company, to ensure they uphold normative
kosher standards.

“Our uniqueness is that we combine affordable, kosher certification with
recognized standards, as well as the acceptability of our symbol with val-
ues that include concern for health, the environment, fair trade, and such,”
said Goldman.

“When encountering such a company, we go the extra mile to make it
possible for them to become kosher certified – whether that means giving
them a payment plan, or an exceptionally discounted rate from our already
affordable rates...generally speaking...whatever it takes.

“So long as they qualify, from a kosher perspective, and have a genuine
interest in becoming kosher, we’ll do what we can to make it work...As my
wife Ardith says, ‘We are putting the earth back into kosher.”

Currently, EarthKosher services some 350+ different companies from
20+ different countries. In Winnipeg, their mashgiach (kosher field super-
visor) is Rabbi Yossi Benarroch of Herzliya-Adas Yeshurun.

“Our mission is about helping Jewish people have healthy kosher food,”
said Goldman. “If there are companies that are being squeezed out of the
market, it’s in our interest to help them.”

For more information, visit www.earthkosher.com. 
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Israel Pavilion-Shalom Square
Invites Applicants for Youth &

Adult Ambassador Positions
The Rady JCC is pleased to announce that the Israel Pavilion-

Shalom Square will be participating in Winnipeg’s annual multi-cul-
tural celebration Folklorama from Sunday, August 6 to Saturday,
August 19. This is a wonderful celebration of Israel, where we get the
opportunity to showcase and highlight Israel’s contributions to the
world. 

Don’t miss the chance to experience the action as an insider! The
Israel Pavilion is inviting candidates to apply for the positions of Adult
and Youth Ambassadors. We are looking for enthusiastic and energetic
individuals who would enjoy sharing our culture with other people.
Not only do ambassadors spend the week at Shalom Square welcom-
ing visitors and guests, they also represent the community and promote
Israel at events during the summer and at the other pavilions. 

Youth applicants must be between 14 and 17 years old as of May 1,
2017 and Adult Ambassadors must be at least 18 years old by May 1,
2017. 

Applications can be found on-line at www.radyjcc.com or at the
Rady JCC Membership Services Desk.

Application deadline is March 17, 2017. For more information con-
tact Debbie Figowy at dfigowy@radyjcc.com 

EarthKosher with Winnipeg twist 

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

Rabbi Zecharyah Goldman and wife, Ardith
Henoch



By BERNIE BELLAN
A while back we received an intriguing email from the publicity agent for

a new CBC show to be aired Thursday evening, February 16 as part of a
series known as CBC Firsthand. 

Titled “Kosher Love”, according to the promotional material we
received, the show is billed as  “an intensely intimate, quirky, and access-
driven documentary packed with off-the-cuff moments, humorously
revealing tensions between ancient traditions and modern times. Watch as
a rabbinical matchmaker, a young Hassidic couple and a single, religious
rapper explore the precise meaning of love, the need for marriage and the
concept of soul mates.”

The CBC’s own website also offers this own intriguing snapshot of what
the show is all about: (Normally I wouldn’t lift an entire press release ver
batim, but after previewing “Kosher Love” with my wife, we both agreed
it was every bit as good as the CBC publicist makes it sound):

“It might sound like a ridiculous bar joke with a complicated punch line
but what happens when a rabbinical matchmaker, a newly-married, young
Hassidic couple and a single, orthodox hip-hop artist explore the precise
meaning of humanity’s most powerful word? Kosher Love looks at the
search for true love and bible-instructed marriage in the orthodox /
Hassidic world as it pushes back against an ever encroaching, wired, secu-
lar world and its idea of momentary, selfish love.

“What happens next? How do members of this insular community walk
their pilgrimage of romance surrounded by the sultry and omnipresent
taboo encounters on secular TV, books, movies and the internet? Where is
that religious boundary drawn and how are ancient marital customs pro-
tected?

“Using levity, animation, fly-on-the-wall observation and some sit-down
silliness, Kosher Love interweaves a complex narrative of different reli-
gious participants exploring humanity’s most terrifying and sacred word.

“Walking a tightrope of expectation and deception, Kosher Love docu-
ments the hopes and revelations of several religious Jews’ search for love
while simultaneously hoping to demonstrate we’re all the same in our pur-
suit of intimacy, support and relationships and that ultimately, our human-
ity binds all of us in this most universal of discoveries.”

The real star of the show is a young Hassidic rabbi by the name of Yisroel
Bernath, who is described as “Montreal’s hipster rabbi”. During the course
of the show Rabbi Bernath offers his own incisive comments on love and
romance within the Hassidic community. He spends a fair bit of time serv-
ing as matchmaker for Hassidic Jews and evidently, is in extremely high

demand.

As was already men-
tioned, the show takes
us into the lives of a
young Hassidic cou-
ple, Miriam and
Michael, as well as a
talented Hassidic rap-
per. All three of these
people had remained
or, as in the case of the
rapper, still remain
single well into their
30s. They are all quite
candid about the  frus-
trations they had each
felt in trying to find
their “soul mate”.

Rabbi Bernath is
quite forthright in dis-
cussing what makes
for a good match. I
won’t spoil what you
might discover in case
you do watch the show
by disclosing what
happens, but I was
more than impressed
by Rabbi Bernath’s
ability to hone in on
the difficulties that
each of the three had
in not being able to
find a mate when they
were all younger.

According to the
publicity material
CBC Firsthand airs
at 9:00 pm Thursday
evening. (I’d check
the TV listings just to
make sure.)

CBC to air show looking at romance in the Chasidic world
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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Michael and Miriam - a Chasidic couple 
who married relatively late in life

YoNatan - an observant Jewish rapper whose problems finding a suit-
able female match are often quite amusingly detailed on “Kosher
Love”

Rabbi Yisroel Bernath - “Montreal’s hipster rabbi”, whose services as
a matchmaker are often sought by Orthodox Jews around the world

Israeli Cabinet ministers warn of
possible escalation in Gaza

(JTA) -- Two Israeli Cabinet ministers warned of a possible escalation
along Israel's border with the Gaza Strip.

Education Minister Naftali Bennett said February 7 that a conflict in
Gaza is a "matter of when, not if," The Times of Israel reported. And in
an interview the same day with Army Radio, Housing Minister Yoav
Galant, a former general and head of the army's Southern Command, said
Hamas "might ... be drawn to escalation in the spring or the summer."

The comments followed a day of tensions in Gaza, beginning with an
early morning rocket launch from the coastal territory that landed near
the Israeli city of Ashkelon, causing no injuries. Later in the day, an
Israeli patrol came under fire near the Gaza border. In response, Israel
struck several Hamas positions from the air and with tank shells.

“We have no interest in an escalation of violence, but are determined to
fulfill our obligation and protect the people of Israel from attacks origi-
nating in Gaza,” Israel Defense Forces spokesman Peter Lerner told The
Times of Israel.
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Chai Honours Ahava Halpern and Frank Lavitt
Ensemble travels Ancient Roads at June 7 concert

Dancing in the Sarah Sommer
Chai Folk Ensemble as a teenag-
er wasn’t just an activity for
Ahava Halpern, “it was a pivotal
cornerstone of my Jewish identi-
ty.”

Today, Halpern and her hus-
band Frank Lavitt, are them-
selves pivotal cornerstones of a
community of fans, donors, and
sponsors that keep Chai thriving.
Chai is proud to honour Halpern
and Lavitt at the upcoming
Ancient Roads concert to be held
June 7 at the Royal Manitoba
Theatre Centre.

“Ahava and Frank have been
generous donors,” said Sadira
Garfinkel, Chai’s President. “We are recognizing them for their generos-
ity, but also for their leadership, their enthusiasm, and their ambassador-
ship. Ahava has a long relationship with Chai. The fact that she remains
active and connected speaks to Chai’s enduring presence and importance
in the community.”

As a child, Halpern stumbled into dance on the suggestion of a doctor
who told her parents (Esther and Sid) that she should try dance to
strengthen her legs.

“We decided that I would try ballet,” said Halpern. “I remember enjoy-
ing the environment, but I didn’t enjoy the strict nature of a ballet class.”

When the YMHA started offering an Israeli dance class for kids,
Halpern signed up and fell in love almost immediately.

“I loved the Israeli music and the Hebrew language. It unified every-
one in the class and it was simply fun,” said Halpern, also an alumna of
Camp Massad, BB Camp, and Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate. “I felt like I
belonged. I felt like everyone belonged! Israeli dance was the highlight
of my life in elementary school and I aspired to get into Chai as soon as
I was old enough.”

As a talented dancer, she did indeed perform with the troupe for a few
years and continued to hone her skills through the junior professional

division of Winnipeg’s
Contemporary Dancers. She con-
tinued to study modern dance
and to this day studies the fine art
of flamenco dancing.
Throughout Halpern’s various
dance pursuits and interests over
the years, Chai has never been
far away.

“In my mid-twenties I was
honoured to be invited by Chai to
dance in the Israel Pavilion at
Folklorama, and I taught Israeli
dance at the YMHA/Rady JCC in
my mid-twenties and thirties,”
she said. 

“My involvement came full
circle when I danced with Chai at
its 50th anniversary celebration a

few years ago. Chai has been part of my life for over 40 years!”

Halpern is honoured to be recognized by Chai and is especially excit-
ed to share the honour with her husband. Frank Lavitt, the head of the
Tax Department at Taylor McCaffrey LLP, is a respected leader in the
legal profession and is known for his commitment to philanthropy and
community service.

Halpern and Lavitt will be honoured at the concert and at a pre-concert
reception. The concert itself will be a dynamic tapestry of dance, music,
and song touching on the many journeys and cultures that have shaped
Jewish life. 

Tickets for Chai’s Ancient Roads go on sale to the general public on
Friday, March 31. Until then, donors and sponsors can secure their tick-
ets with a minimum contribution. Please contact the Chai office for more
information. Honorary Co-Chairs for the concert are Diane and Sandy
Shindleman, Robert Shindleman, and Carey and Bernie Simkin.

“Frank and I are proud to do our part to make sure that Chai remains
active and vibrant for a very long time, and I hope others will join us,”
said Halpern. “I feel that Chai is an important voice for the community
and for the Jewish people.”

AHAVA HALPERN and FRANK LAVITT



The love of music can be
strong and, in some situa-
tions it can be a family link.
Nowhere is that more evident
than in the case of two
Winnipeg-born and raised
women: Randi Guttman
Glass and Lisa Guttman
Sokoloff. The sisters have

been living now in Toronto for many years, but as the
song goes, each “left her heart in Winnipeg” ( or some-
thing like that). Why, they still love the Winnipeg Jets -
as is evident in the photo.

Randi and Lisa, daughters of the late David Guttman
and his wife, Essie, were products of Winnipeg’s south
end. Their love of music was clear right from the start.
Randi played piano from an early age and then moved
on to play viola and percussion. In her teens, she stud-
ied voice, and was active in choir and guitar groups as

well as musical theatre at Grant
Park High School. Her biggest
moment in her musical life in
Winnipeg was her role in “Fiddler
on the Roof” at Rainbow Stage.

Randi Guttman, now Randi
Glass, took her BA at the
University of Manitoba in 1980.
She immediately moved to Toronto
and on to a career path in non-prof-
it management. Randi spent many
years in that field, managing educa-
tion and training programs for
senior public officials in
Commonwealth countries. That
kind of work allowed her to travel
the world, including semi annual
trips to Africa and Asia. After a
stint of extensive travel, Randi
joined a global trade association

and managed their Canadian operations. This job soon expanded and the
result was that Randi moved to New York to become the Director of
Membership and Volunteer Development. However, in 2013, Randi
returned to Toronto and became the executive director of a national associ-
ation specializing in legal education, the Canadian Defence Lawyers. And
to top it off, along the way, Randi became a CMP and a CAE. Those ini-
tials could mean a number of things, but for Randi they were her designa-
tions as a Certified Meeting Professional and Certified Association
Executive. Now, Randi is a regular presenter to college students and col-
leagues on association management issues. I have observed her in action in
her role as a quasi-leader of a musical group called “Resa’s Pieces”... She
does get her message across.

Sister Lisa, now Sokoloff, (no known relationship to Sokolovs from
Winnipeg) can also say that music has been a large presence in her life.
From her start as a violin player in Grade 5 and a cellist at Grant Park High
School, she soon moved into lead roles in “Fiddler on the Roof”,
“Anything Goes” and “Anne of Green Gables” as a vocalist. Lisa studied
voice for seven years and, like Randi, did perform one summer at Rainbow
Stage.

After a year at the University of Manitoba, Lisa opted to pursue a career
as a speech-language pathologist. Manitoba had no course in that pro-
gramme and as a result, Lisa was off to Western University, where she took
her undergraduate degree. From there, she went to the University of
Wisconsin for her Master’s. Lisa then began a long work career as a speech
pathologist in Toronto hospitals, helping adults with communication and
swallowing disorders. After 25 years, Lisa merged her passions for health-
care and education into becoming the manager, training & simulation at the
Baycrest Health Science Centre. 

But, what links the two women is their passion for music, as reflected in
their active participation in Resa’s Pieces, a choral group in Toronto. The
Guttman girls were welcomed since they had the perfect pitch for this
group owing to their previous vocal training. They can actually read the
music and hit the right notes written on the page. The songs they sing are
songs from their past and that is a joy for both of them. In fact this year,
they are being reintroduced to Fiddler on the Roof, as Resa’s Pieces is tak-
ing on a medley from that musical. As well, you can be sure that they are
the only sisters from Winnipeg taking centre stage at the various shows that
Resa’s Pieces performs. Randi is so committed to the group, she joined the
board of directors. That is taking her love of music to a much higher note
than her voice has reached to date. 

The other thing about these sisters, both now mothers of grown children,
is that they also share an exuberance and glow that is evident from the
moment you meet the two of them. The girls are close and with their shared
love of music and affection for the Jets, one might conclude it must have
been the Winnipeg water.

The Golden Voices of the Guttman Girls
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Film on refugees to be shown
B’nai Brith in Winnipeg and the Winnipeg Friends of Israel (WFI)

are proud to present a screening of the film “Never Again: A Broken
Promise” on Wednesday Feb. 22, 2017 at 7:00 PM at the Berney
Theatre in the Asper Jewish Community Campus.

The film is a documentary that features testimonies of four victims
of genocide now residing in Winnipeg. They are survivors of the
Holocaust, the Yazidi Genocide, Rwandan Genocide and Cultural
Genocide in Residential Schools. 

Professor Adam Muller from the University of Manitoba will speak
about “genocide and human behaviour”. Following the screening we
will hear from the very survivors featured in the film.

Admission is free but attendees are asked to bring a non-perishable
food item for donation.

A trailer for the film can be viewed here:
https://vimeo.com/189000707

Randi (on left) Guttman and Lisa Guttman

By

GERRY POSNER

Click on this video link to see a heart-warming story about how a let-
ter JP&N columnist Gerry Posner wrote to his hockey idol Red Kelly
over 55 years ago resurfaced and led to Gerry’s actually meeting
Red: http://www.sportsnet.ca/hockey/nhl/letter-red-kelly-story/



By MYRON LOVE
For many years now, the Gray Academy has been organizing yearly

Shabbatons in January for the high school students attending the school.
Last year, Gray Academy teachers Sheppy Coodin and Avi Posen decided
to raise the bar with a Shabbaton for  young Jewish adults aged 18-26.

Their inaugural Shabbat Unplugged was so successful that this year, the
duo did it again – this time with a new partner in the form of new Hillel
Director Arielle Branitsky.

“One of our goals this year, since Arielle is new to our community, was
to partner with Hillel to give Arielle an opportunity to meet some more of
the younger people in the community,” says Posen.

Posen and Coodin took things one step further by also combining their
Shabbat Unplugged with Hillel’s annual Shabbat Shabang Shabbaton that
brings together Jewish university students from Calgary, Edmonton and
Winnipeg.

“It is important to us that young people not only have an opportunity to
be with each other in a Jewish context but also to meet new Jewish people
of the some age,” Coodin says. “We had a good mix of younger people
from the three cities as well as people from Winnipeg that we had never
met before.”

“I was really excited about this opportunity to merge okur (Hillel’s) annu-
al Shabbat Shabang with Shabbat Unplugged,” Branitsky says. “It was a
great chance for younger people from the three largest Jewish communities
on the Prairies to forge new relationships in a Jewish setting. Programs like
Shabbat Unplugged can serve as a launching pad for our younger Jewish
adults who are interested in continuing to build our Jewish community into
the future.”

This year’s Shabbat Unplugged took place on the weekend of January 27-
29 and was held once again at Lakeview Resort at Hecla. The weekend this
year attracted over 90 (including speakers) as compared to 70 last year.

The weekend began with a Kabbalat Shabbat service followed by a
Shabbat morning Torah reading (led by Coodin and Posen with the partic-
ipation of some of the attendees). Also helping out as facilitators were
Saskatoon shaliachim Sapir and Yaniv Atiya.

One of the speakers was Ryan Bellerose, co-founder of Calgary United
with Israel and B’nai Brith Canada’s advocacy co-ordinator for western
Canada. Bellerose, of Aboriginal heritage, makes the case that the Jewish

People are the Aboriginal people of Israel. At the Shabbaton, he spoke
about the importance of identity.

Also speaking was Allyson Grant, Assistant Director, Government
Relations and University Outreach for CIJA (the Centre for Israel and Jewish
Affairs). Coodin reports that she put a number of pictures around a room and
had participants choose which picture each one most identified with. 

“There was some interesting discussion,” Coodin says.
With 48 students graduating from the Gray Academy in June, Coodin and

Posen are anticipating an even higher number of participants at next year’s
Shabbat Unplugged.

Branitsky, Posen and Coodin are very grateful to the many sponsors of
this Shabbaton, which include Jewish organizations, synagogues, and pri-
vate donors.

Second annual Shabbat Unplugged successfully casts wider net
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Shabbaton group: Posen on extreme right (grey sweater), Coodin sec-
ond person to his left. Branitsky second from left, first row standing.

Poll: Half of Israeli Jews unsure 
about continued settlement construction

(JTA) -- A new poll found that 50 percent of Israelis are hesitant about
expanding construction in the settlements.

The Peace Index, a monthly survey of Israeli opinion conducted by the
Israel Democracy Institute, reported Tuesday that half of Israeli Jews are
sure that settlement expansion is unwise or think it might be. Another 45
percent of Israelis are sure or think the opposite is the case.

The findings come as some right-wing Israeli politicians are feeling
emboldened to expand settlements with the election of Donald Trump as
U.S. president and his choice of a pro-settlement ambassador to Israel.
On Monday evening, the Knesset passed a controversial law paving the
way to the legalization of some West Bank outposts built on Palestinian-
owned land.

A majority of Jewish Israelis, 53 percent, believe that the current polit-
ical environment should not be exploited to press ahead with the annex-
ation of large portions of the West Bank, the study found. A little more
than one-third of respondents, 37 percent, took the opposite view.

The survey was conducted Jan. 30-Feb. 1 by telephone and internet by
the Midgam Research Institute. It included 600 respondents -- 100 Arabs
and 500 Jews -- and has a margin of error of 4.1 percent.

NFL players to visit Israel, play exhibition game
(JTA) -- A group of National Football Leaguers will visit Israel and

play an exhibition game against a squad from the Israel Football
Association.

Israel's tourism and public diplomacy ministries announced the trip on
Sunday, The Times of Israel reported.

The NFL delegation, which is due to arrive next week in the Jewish
state, will include 12 current or former players and include visits to the
Yad Vashem Holocaust museum in Jerusalem and the Black Hebrew
community in the southern city of Dimona. Some of the players are
expected to be baptized in the Jordan River.

The exhibition game will be held Feb. 18 in Jerusalem.
“The ministry which I lead is spearheading an intensive fight against

the delegitimization and BDS campaigns against Israel, and part of this
struggle includes hosting influencers and opinion-formers of internation-
al standing in different fields, including sport,” Strategic Affairs and
Public Diplomacy Minister Gilad Erdan said.

The NFL delegation includes Martellus Bennett of the world champion
New England Patriots. Others are Cliff Avril, Michael Bennett, Delanie
Walker, Michael Kendricks, Cameron Jordan, Kenny Stills, Calais
Campbell, Carlos Hyde, Dan Williams, Justin Forsett, and ESPN com-
mentator and former linebacker Kirk Morrison.
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Community news

Shabbat Together
Have you ever wanted to tune out the regular world, destress your-

self and literally take a moment to smell the kugel, so to speak? You
can of course! 

That’s why we have Shabbat and on Friday, March 3, Winnipeg’s
Jewish community is invited to gather, for Shabbat Together. It’s the
Community Wide Shabbat, organized by Congregations Etz Chayim,
Shaarey Zedek, the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, The Rady JCC and
Temple Shalom. 

Everyone in the community is welcome to attend. It all begins at 5:15
pm, with a Kabbalat Shabbat Service in the Berney Theatre, led by
Temple Shalom. 

At 6:15, we all come together to share the blessings and enjoy a deli-
cious vegetarian dinner. The evening unfolds with children’s program-
ming, a lively panel discussion with the Rabbis and Cantors, plus
songs.

Last year, 400 people made it an event to remember and this year is
no exception. Shabbat offers the opportunity to slow down and enjoy
our families. The one time in our hectic week, where children and par-
ents can relax, catch up and appreciate each other.

Shabbat Together will be held at the Rady JCC, 123 Doncaster
Street.

The cost is $15 for adults, $5 for children 4 – 12, children under 3,
are free. Special dietary requests must be made when registering.

To register, call the Rady JCC at (204) 477-7510 or go to
radyjcc.com 

Registration deadline is Friday, February 24.

Music ‘N’ Mavens, Rady JCC’s
premier concert and lecture series

continues to draw crowds
The Rady JCC is proud to present the city’s premier winter daytime

concert and lecture series. 

Producer Karla Berbrayer`s program entertains and stimulates with
topical discussions and music presented by Manitoba’s outstanding
musicians. 

On Thursday, February 16, Tricia Wasney, Manager of Public Art for
the Winnipeg Arts Council will discuss More than Eye Candy: Public
Art and the City in a visual presentation on the history of contempo-
rary art in North America and Winnipeg’s own Public Art Program. 

Sheena Rattai Sings David Bowie on Tuesday February 21. The
incomparable Winnipeg songstress Sheena Rattai and her killer quin-
tet reimagine the man of many faces. Let’s dance!!

Thursday February 23, Jesus Angel Miguel Garcia, founder of the
Spanish Institute in Winnipeg, and a passionate advocate of etiquette,
will speak about Etiquette and the Art of Civility. 

Tuesday February 28, local art historian and educator Susan Moffatt,
will take us through a wonderful period in Winnipeg’s history in her
presentation Winnipeg’s Glamour Era: A Moment in Time. 

Music ‘N’ Mavens offers a whole lot more, right through to March
16th. Transportation is available for a nominal fee, by advance regis-
tration. 

Call 204 477 7510 for more information. Attendance at Music ‘N’
Mavens is not a luxury- it is a necessity during Winnipeg’s winter sea-
son!


