
By BERNIE BELLAN
Elsewhere in this issue (on

page 4) you’ll find a piece I‘ve
written about Dr. Solly Dreman,
in which I describe my having
researched how many times I
was able to find his name in past
issues of The Jewish Post and
how well-known the name
Dreman was  - and still is, in
Winnipeg.I mention this here
because, as I note in that article
on page 4, I was fascinated to
read that, in 1980, as a matter of
fact, Dr. Dreman gave a talk on
the same subject as he did last
Tuesday - at the old YMHA.
(That talk was titled “Israeli vic-
tims of terrorism and its effects
on family behaviour”.)

When I discovered that 35
years ago Dr. Solly Dreman was
discussing the psychological
effects of terrorism in Israel, I
wondered whether, 35 years
hence, Dr. Dreman (or perhaps
more likely, someone else) will
be giving a talk on exactly the
same subject.

The setting this time around
though was not the auditorium of
the old Y, it was Temple Shalom.
Also sponsoring Dr. Dreman’s
talk were: Winnipeg Friends of
Israel (about whom I have more
to say on page 17); Canadian
Associates of Ben Gurion
University; and to a much small-
er extent, The Jewish Post &
News.

In welcoming the more than 120 individuals who showed up on a cold
Tuesday night, Yolanda Papini-Pollock, who has been the driving force
behind Winnipeg Friends of Israel, noted that “Dr. Solly Dreman has
become an expert on the psychological effects of war and terrorism
because he has lived through them.” (Dreman made aliyah to Israel in
1964.)

Prior to Dr. Dreman’s talk, two other individuals spoke: Michelle Strain,
who is involved with the resettlement of Syrian refugees in Manitoba; and
Edith Kimelman, a Holocaust survivor and retired educator.

Because Edith Kimelman was able to bring a personal perspective to the
experiences of a victim of war, it is worth noting some of her remarks.

She began by noting that she arrived in Canada in 1949 at the age of 14.
Only six years old when the German army invaded Poland in 1939, Edith

related the horror of seeing her own father’s bullet-
riddled body in a field near her family’s hometown.
(He had been taken away by the Nazis.) Not long
after, Edith revealed, her own mother was also “so
severely beaten that it led to her eventual death.”

Like so many other Holocaust survivors, Edith has relived the nightmare
of living under Nazi occupation all her life. 

“When I had my own children I lived in constant fear that something ter-
rible would happen to them,” she admitted.

“I was left scarred for life… There is a constant fear of the unknown,”
Edith said.

Further, “I find it very difficult to speak about the Shoah as I grow older,”
she continued. “But, I’m proud that I survived and that my children will
survive me,” she concluded.

Following Edith Kimelman’s remarks, Winnipeg psychiatrist Dr. Will
Fleisher introduced
Solly Dreman. Dr.
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Why Bernie Sanders’ historic victory is no big deal to Jews – or America
By DANIEL TREIMAN

NEW YORK (JTA) — Bernie Sanders is having a month of his-
toric firsts.

In New Hampshire on Tuesday night,  February 9, he handily
won the Democratic Party contest, becoming the first Jew to win a
presidential primary. In Iowa, he became the first Jewish presiden-
tial candidate — the first non-Christian, even — to win delegates
in a major party’s caucus or primary.

But that’s trivia.
What’s more significant is that he’s the first Jew to mount a cred-

ible campaign for the White House.
It’s not that credible Jewish politicians haven’t run for president

before. There was Republican Sen. Arlen Specter in 1996 and
Democratic Sen. Joseph Lieberman in 2004. But they were out of
step with their parties and their candidacies went nowhere. (Both
later quit their parties.)

And if the prospect of Republicans nominating a pro-choice Jew
in the 1990s or Democrats tapping a Jewish hawk in the Iraq War’s
aftermath seemed far-fetched, the notion of a Jewish socialist with
a thick Brooklyn accent giving Hillary Clinton a run for her money

is really incredible.
Yet one aspect of Sanders’ improbable candidacy is,

remarkably, treated as mostly unremarkable: his
Jewishness.

Sanders doesn’t go out of this way to highlight his Jewish
background, nor have his supporters or opponents made it
an issue. The Jewish community has not rallied around
him, nor has there been, until now, any Jewish groundswell
of public pride or anxiety over his campaign. We have not
heard calls for Jews to support their fellow Jew.

Contrast this with the prominence of gender in discus-
sions of Clinton’s candidacy.

Former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and femi-
nist icon Gloria Steinem caused a stir several days ago
when they seemed to rebuke younger women who back
Sanders over Clinton.

“There’s a special place in hell for women who don’t
help each other!” Albright
said.

Meanwhile, American Jews

Dr. Solly Dreman (inset)  presents a copy of his autobi-
ography, “A Personal Odyssey - from Winnipeg to
Jerusalem”,  to Ilana Abrams, executive director of the
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada, on
Wednesday, February 10, in the office of the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba.

In the photo are (l-r): ILANA PAPINI-POLLOCK, rep-
resenting Winnipeg Friends of Israel, which had orga-
nized a lecture by Dr. Dreman the previous evening; 
ZACH OSTROVE, executive director of Winnipeg
branch of Canadian Associates of Ben-Gurion
University; SHELDON ZAMICK, president of Winipeg
branch of Can. Associates of BGU; ILANA ABRAMS;
Dr. SOLLY DREMAN; MARSHA COWAN, CEO,
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

Continued on page 12. See “Solly Dreman”.

Prominent Israeli psychologist – and former
Winnipegger, Dr. Solly Dreman, gives talk about the

psychological effects of war and terrorism

Chai Folk Ensemble receives
Dance Manitoba Special
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........page 19

Presentation of Solly
Dreman autobiograpy at
Jewish Foundation office

BERNIE SANDERS
not only the first Jew
to win a primary, but
the first “Bernie” to
do so. 
(Ed. note: I don’t
know which is the
greater achievement.) Continued on page 18. 

See “Bernie Sanders”.



Israeli agricultural training program teaching African and Asian
students sustainable farming practices

By MYRON LOVE 
To paraphrase an old truism, if you give a poor

man a fish, you can feed him for a day. But if you
teach him to fish, you feed him for life. That apho-
rism describes in a nutshell what the Arava
International Center for Agricultural Training
(AICAT) is aiming to do.

On Thursday, January 28, AICAT founding
executive director Hanni Arnon stopped off in
Winnipeg as part of a Canada-wide tour to raise
awareness of AICAT’s work. Her presentation at
the Berney Theatre (She also spoke to agriculture
students at the University of Manitoba and to Gray
Academy students.) was one of the highlights of
the Jewish National Fund’s week of Tu B’Shevat
celebrations (which began with the JNF’s annual
telethon the Sunday before, followed by programs
during the week at the Children’s Museum, the
Gray Academy, Brock Corydon School and the
Rady JCC daycare, and culminated with an
evening of Israeli wines and jazz at Bermax
Caffé).

The Arava in south and east Israel bordering
Jordan is largely desert, Arnon noted. The climate
is harsh and rainfall is scarce. Ariel Karabelnicoff
added that the region receives an average 1” of
rain a year as compared to 100” of rain a year here.

Yet, the Arnon family and the other 900 families
living in the Arava – about 6% of Israel’s land area
– account for 60% of the country’s vegetable
exports. The main crops are sweet peppers, toma-
toes and melons. The Arava also exports flowers and is home to several fish
farms.

“The Arava is a world leader in desert agricultural education and water

conservation,” Arnon said.
Hanni Arnon and her husband, Motti, are

originally from Jerusalem. Early in their mar-
riage they decided to leave the city and move to
the Arava – to a moshav - to become farmers.
“We felt that it would be better to raise our
family in a smaller community, where people
looked after each other, than in the city,” Arnon
said. “We weren’t concerned about the intense
heat and lack of air conditioning or medical
services. We were building our dream.”

As with most of the other growers in the
Arava, the Arnon family built a greenhouse in
which to raise crops. In the early 1990s, the
government of Israel began recruiting workers
from Thailand to work in Israeli greenhouses.

“There was so much that our Thai workers
didn’t know,” Arnon said. “We saw a need for
agricultural education.”

Thus was AICAT born in 1994.
“There are 800 million people worldwide liv-

ing in poverty,” Arnon noted. “Through Israeli
programs like AICAT, we can help alleviate
that situation by sharing our knowledge and
skills to teach our students modern and
advanced agricultural technology.”

AICAT teaches about 1,200 students a year –
largely from Asian and African countries. The
students of university age and older are respon-
sible for buying a one-way ticket to Israel and
getting a medical check-up before they come.

Once in Israel, their room and board is paid for and they receive a salary
while they attend the AICAT program. After a year, they return to their
homes with new expertise in agriculture and business and entrepreneurship
and some money to start up a business or agricultural enterprise.

AICAT offers three programs. The 10-month diploma program is for
undergraduates who can them continue their studies in their home coun-
tries. The 18-month MSc program – in co-operation with Tel Aviv
University - is for students with B.Sc. degrees from other recognized uni-
versities. The short term (three weeks or less) program in Advanced
Agricultural Studies is for managers in agricultural fields, academic staff
and farm owners worldwide.

“We have over 40,000 AICAT graduates,” Arnon reported.
AICAT is currently building a new campus – with support from the JNF

- which will double the present school capacity of 1,200 students.
When asked if AICAT has any relations with neighbouring Jordan, Arnon

noted that AICAT has helped Jordanian farmers and is open to co-operation
with Jordan.

“We are trying to make the world a better place,” Arnon said.
From Winnipeg, the Arnons were going to Edmonton, Calgary and

Vancouver and then back to Ontario before returning to Israel.
Karabelnicoff reports that the Arnons’ Winnipeg visit may lead to some

collaboration between AICAT and the University of Manitoba.
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MOTTI and HANNI ARNON

Bridges for Peace Trip to Israel
Forty-six people from many parts of Canada travelled to Israel with

Rev John Howson, National Director Emeritus, Bridges for Peace
Canada, on a recent trip. John is a veteran of 51 trips to Israel. He was the
spiritual leader and the Special Israeli Guide was Mr. Harrison Cohen.
This trip was from January 19 - 28, 2016. Rev John Howson has taken
about 1800 pilgrims to Israel over the years.

“There are 800 million people
worldwide living in poverty,”

Arnon noted. “Through Israeli
programs like AICAT, we can
help alleviate that situation by

sharing our knowledge and 
skills to teach our students 

modern and advanced 
agricultural technology.”
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Israeli military attaché visits Winnipeg for first time
By BERNIE BELLAN

Israel has military attachés in a few countries;
for the past year and a half Canada has been one
of those countries. (In contrast, Canada has mil-
itary attachés in twice as many countries as
Israel.) That was one of the facts that emerged
from a talk given to a group of about 40
Winnipeggers at an event sponsored by
Winnipeg Friends of Israel on Tuesday,
February 2. The name of the attaché is being
withheld for reasons of the sensitivity of the
post which he holds. Prior to listening to his
remarks, however, I did ask the attaché whether
it would be all right to report on what he had to
say. He asked that anything that I write be for-
warded to him in advance of publication, to
which I agreed. He has seen this article in
advance.

Frankly though, there was nothing that might
have been considered the least bit sensitive in
anything that the attaché had to say; he offered
nothing about any weapons purchases in which
either Canada or Israel may be involved with
one another, nor were there any questions asked about that subject.

What the attaché spoke about – for the most part, was Israel’s general
security situation, with a heavy emphasis on the threat that Iran continues
to pose to Israel. He did note that his own military experience includes
stints serving with the Israel Defense Forces in south Lebanon, Gaza, and
the West Bank. The attaché said that he had risen to the rank of brigade
commander with the IDF; prior to that he was a battalion commander.

As far as the duties of an Israeli attaché are concerned, he explained,
there are two types of attachés: A military attaché coordinates between the
militaries of Israel and the country where the attaché is posted; a defense
attaché coordinates between the Israeli Ministry of Defense and its coun-
terpart in the country where the attaché is posted.

“Until I arrived in Ottawa the Israeli defense attaché”, who would have
coordinated between the Israeli and Canadian ministries of defense “was
stationed in Washington.”

In contrast, “Canada has had a defense attaché in Israel for many years
now,” he noted.

It was a reflection of the close ties that had developed between Canada
and Israel during the Harper government’s period in office that Israel
decided to locate an attaché in Canada, he added.

When former IDF Chief of Staff Benny Gantz (who retired last year) was
retiring, he traveled to three countries to bid farewell, the attaché said; one
of those countries was Canada.

The biggest threats Israel faces
Iran continues to pose the gravest threat to Israel, the attaché said. “From

Iran, through Syria, through Hizbollah – next stop is Israel,” he warned.
That threat comes in two forms: the launch of a nuclear weapon on a mis-
sile, and support for terrorism.

Turning to other threats in the region, the attaché said that while the threat
from Syria used to be in the form of “non-conventional weapons”, and the
Syrian regime had supposedly eliminated those weapons, “we don’t believe
they’ve got rid of 100% of that,” he explained.

Insofar as Hizbollah and the threat that it poses is concerned, while
“Hizbollah is losing a lot of people” in Syria, the “big plus” for Hizbollah
is that it is “gaining a lot of experience” as a result of its participation in the
fighting there. It will be able to use that experience in the “next round” of
fighting with Israel, the attaché suggested, which is “just a matter of time”. 

“They’re very prepared for us,” he warned.

The situation with Jordan is stable, the attaché said. 
Cooperation with the Egyptian military has also been maintained, the

attaché said. However, ‘Sinai is a ‘no-man’s land’ “, he added.
Yet, Egypt “has had some success dealing with terrorists”, the attaché

said. “We’re helping the Egyptians as much as we can.”
“Hamas is mainly into preparing for the next war,” he said. “A lot of the

money that is going into Gaza” supposedly for civilian purposes, is instead
being diverted into the building of tunnels. When it comes to dealing with
those tunnels, he noted, the Egyptians have a simple solution: They flood
any tunnels they find between Egypt and Gaza.

He also observed, with reference to Hamas, that “We use our weapons to
protect our people; they use their people to protect their weapons.”

Finally, the attaché said that he didn’t want to talk about the Palestinian
Authority. “That’s more a political issue than a military one,” he explained.

Turning to ISIS and the threat that it poses to Israel, the attaché said that
there is some cooperation between the Israeli and Russian militaries sta-

tioned in Syria. “For the first time we’re doing
some sort of air control cooperation with
Russia,” he noted. “Talks are good; things are
working,” he said.

Someone asked the attaché about relations with
Turkey. He answered: “We used to have a mili-
tary attaché in Turkey; that was shut down.” That
was the extent of what he would say about
Turkey.

I asked the attaché about Israel’s preparation
for cyberwarfare. “The IDF has opened a cyber
command,” he noted. “Attacks are coming
daily,” he said. The attaché would not comment
on where those attacks are coming from.

Someone asked him about Iran using the Suez
Canal to smuggle weapons into Gaza. The
attaché confirmed that has happened.

Someone else asked him about Israel’s allow-
ing injured Syrians into Israel to receive medical
aid. “Only injured people are allowed in,” he said
(not people suffering from illnesses). He would-

n’t talk about Israeli activities in gathering intelligence in Syria.

I asked him about the Israeli military’s ability to deal with attacks that
might come from Hizbollah. “We’ve got full operational authority to deal
with them,” he claimed, although he admitted that “sometimes our hands
are tied” when it comes to dealing with other military threats.

“We are preparing the forces to deal with the threats,” in whatever form
those threats might take, he added.

Toward the end of his talk, the attaché explained how it was that he came
to live in Israel. (He was born in England, he explained.) 

“My grandfather was a rabbi in England. My father owned a chain of
pharmacies” in England.

“My father visited Israel in 1972 and saw how you could pray wherever
you wanted.” That led to his father deciding to move to Israel with his
young family.

As far as his speaking to this particular group was concerned, the attaché
explained that, while his role “isn’t in the Jewish community – it’s in
defense - I want to help out.”

“This gathering helps us very, very much,” he said.

I asked him whether he wears his uniform all the time. (He did appear at
the gathering in his uniform.)

“No,” he answered. “I only wear the uniform on official business.” Being
an Israeli attaché is a risky business, he noted. Some of our attachés travel
in bullet-proof cars,” he said (but not in Canada).

“I’m very lucky to be here in Canada,” he said in conclusion.

ERIC MALLOY (left), executive director of
Bridges for Peace Canada, with Israel’s mili-
tary attaché in Canada.

Canada lifting some Iran sanctions
TORONTO (JTA) – Canada’s new Liberal government announced it

is lifting some economic sanctions against Iran. 
Stephane Dion, Canada’s minister of foreign affairs, announced last

Friday that Ottawa will be ending a number of sanctions against Iran,
including a ban on financial services and imports and exports. 

In a statement, the government said all applications for export permits
would be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

“We’ll engage with Iran step-by-step, (with) open eyes, because we still
have a lot of concerns about the role of Iran in the region,” Dion said in
Ottawa. 

Dion added that Canada is considering restoring diplomatic contacts
with Iran, which were severed by the previous Conservative government
in 2012. He said Canada was wrong to cut ties with Iran. 

“We should have been part of it, to engage Iran, with sanctions, but
with diplomacy at the same time,” the foreign minister told reporters. 

Dion said he was aware of Iran’s “very questionable” human rights
record and the threat it poses to Israel. 

In response, David Cape, chair of the Centre for Israel and Jewish
Affairs, urged the government “to maintain caution and vigilance.” 

CIJA said sanctions and “robust diplomacy have proven invaluable in
holding Iran to account for its illicit nuclear program. Ongoing, targeted
economic and diplomatic pressure is likewise required to address the
multifaceted threat Iran poses to international peace and security.” 

The advocacy group pointed out that Canada will maintain sanctions on
the Basij Militia and Iranian banks implicated in financing terrorism and
illicit nuclear procurement; retain Iran’s designation as a state sponsor of
terrorism, and impose restrictions on exports to Iran of goods and tech-
nology that may be used for nuclear or ballistic missile purposes. 
These steps signal that Canada “remains committed to the objective of
changing Iran’s destructive behavior,” CIJA said. 



A look at a prominent Winnipeg family: the Dremans
Instead of doing my usual pontificating on this

page in the form of my “Short Takes” column I
thought I’d try something different this issue. It
began when I heard Ben Gurion University
Professor Emeritus Solly Dreman give his talk
about the psychological effects of war and ter-
rorism (which begins on page 1 of this issue).
After hearing Solly,  I thought I’d do a little
research in our own archives to see how many

times I could find a reference to Solly Dreman within past issues of The
Jewish Post.

Dreman’s name came up 24 times, with the first
reference coming in 1968 when he and his wife
Daniella announced the birth of their first daugh-
ter, Dalit.

I mention this only because, during his talk here
on Tuesday, February 9, Solly Dreman referred to
his Winnipeg upbringing in the same nostalgic
tones that we have come to expect from ex-
Winnipeggers when they speak of their birth city.

“I’ve lived in Israel for 50 years now, “Dreman
observed. (He actually made aliyah in 1964.) “You
don’t ever really get away from Winnipeg,” he
continued.

“Wherever you go you meet other
Winnipeggers, and all they do is talk about
Winnipeg.”

I thought that it might be interesting to delve
more into the Dreman family name. I’m old
enough to remember when Joe Dreman was a pil-
lar of the community whose name was regularly

m e n -
t ioned
in this
paper, as was Joe’s wife, Rae.

When I did a little more
research into the Dreman name
moreover, I discovered that the
paths that the three children of
Joe and Rae Dreman followed
were so typical of Winnipeg
Jews. 

Solly Dreman made aliyah to
Israel in 1964; his brother David
had already moved to the States,
where he established himself as
a leading investment manager;
and, while sister Sherrill did

remain in Winnipeg, a few years
ago she, like so many
other Winnipeggers,
moved to a different
city (Toronto) to be
with her three grown
children - and her
grandchildren.

How many times
have we heard or read
about similar patterns
of children of success-
ful Winnipeg Jewish
families moving else-
where once they had
completed their educa-
tions or, as in the case
of Sherrill, rejoining
their own children who
had also embarked on
the exodus from
Winnipeg?

For Solly Dreman
though, coming home
to Winnipeg – and talk-
ing about the psycho-
logical effects of terror-
ism, was nothing new.
Here’s an excerpt from
the September 4, 1980
issue of The Jewish
Post:

‘Dr. Solly Dre-
man…will give a lec-

ture in the ‘Y’ auditori-
um…He will speak on
“Israeli victims of terror-
ism and its effects on
family behaviour”.’ (By
the way, that lecture was-
n’t reported on in the fol-
lowing week’s Jewish
Post. It might have been
interesting to compare
the talk given by Dreman
35 years ago with the
talk he gave last week.)

So, when Solly Dreman
described his years of
dealing with victims of
terrorism in the more
than 40 years since he
first graduated with a PhD in psychology from
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, it is impor-
tant to realize that not much has changed in Israel
– at least insofar as it comes to Israelis having to
deal with terrorism.

But, what is important to understand, especially
after having listened to Dr. Dreman describe
some of the advances that psychologists and psychotherapists have made in
treating victims of terrorism, is that some of the basic assumptions that
underlay attitudes when he first began working in that highly specialized
field have undergone major revision.

The name Dreman is a well-known one in the history of Winnipeg’s
Jewish community. Solly’s father Joe, who died in 2000, was a highly
respected commodities trader here. In fact, he was the first Jewish member
of the Winnipeg Commodity Exchange.

Solly’s mother Rae was well-known in her own right as a singer of some
repute, performing on Noah Witman’s radio show, at the Sharon Home, the
Gwen Secter Centre, and with the Stay Young Choir.  Rae was also well-
known as a hostess; her name appears many times in our archives in asso-
ciation with many teas and other events held at her home on Queenston
Street. 

Solly’s older brother David, born in 1936, moved to the United States,
where he achieved considerable success as an investor and manager of his
own investment company, Dreman Value Management.

Solly’s sister Sherrill became a social worker and, as previously men-
tioned, was the only one of the three Dreman children to have remained in
Winnipeg following her university education. Sherrill is perhaps best
known for her efforts in transforming the building at 238-240 Portage
Avenue, which had been owned by her father, into an active and vibrant
centre for several Winnipeg businesses – an achievement that was recog-
nized in 2005 by her receiving an award as Manitoba Entrepreneur Woman
of the Year. (Subsequently the building was sold to Royal Canadian
Properties.)

There’s another reason though that I thought I’d write a story about this
one particular family, and it has a lot to do with the kinds of articles that
Gerry Posner has been sending to us ever since he moved to Toronto. Those
stories are invariably about ex-Winnipeggers who have gone on to consid-
erable success and acclaim once they left Winnipeg. We can take vicarious
pride in reading about those former Winnipeggers and, to a certain extent,
we bask in their accomplishments, but here’s the kicker: Where are the
tremendous success stories of Winnipeggers who have chosen to remain
here?

Granted, we do print success stories of one degree or another, but I’m
sure you, just like me, are left wondering whether it’s still necessary to
leave Winnipeg in order to achieve the levels of success and recognition
that someone like Solly Dreman has achieved?

As Dr. Will Fleisher told the audience in introducing Solly Dreman
February 9, he graduated from Commerce at the University of Manitoba in
the early 1960s, thinking that he would embark on a business career – like
his father. It was after deciding to make aliyah to Israel in 1964 that
Dreman began the  study of psychology. (That made me wonder how dif-
ferent his life would have been had he remained in Winnipeg. He probably
would have become a successful businessman, but would his life have been
fulfilled? His story reminded me of another former Winnipegger, Dr. Don
Silverberg, who also went to Israel – a little later in life than Dreman, but
who also decided to make aliyah and found tremendous success as a doc-
tor who assumed a senior position in emergency preparedness in Tel Aviv.
We don’t often hear stories of late of Winnipeggers who have made aliyah
and achieved similar success in Israel. Instead, in what I consider a truly
ironic turn of events, Winnipeg became a Mecca for disillusioned Israelis
seeking economic betterment as a result of the Jewish Federation’s Grow
Winnipeg initiative.)
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

SOLLY DREMAN
circa 1980 (when he
spoke at a Y Town
Hall lecture on the
same subject as he
did February 9 this
year: The psycho-
logical effects of  ter-
rorism)

JOE and RAE DREMAN in a 1985
photo in The Jewish Post

DAVID DREMAN
moved to the U.S.
and became a suc-
cessful investor and
manager of his own
investment company

SHERRILL 
(DREMAN) 

HERSHBERG
remained in Win-
nipeg (until quite
recently), fashioned a
career in social work,
and became best
known for her trans-
formation of 238-240
Portage Ave. into a
vibrant centre

Continued on page 17.  See “Dreman Family”.
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Comment

“Usual suspects” squawking about new Israeli government transparency legislation
By MYRON LOVE 

You would think that transparency when it comes to government opera-
tions and charitable organizations would be a good thing. What could be
more democratic? 

After all, for example, political opposition leaders often call for more open-
ness and transparency in government and promise to make it happen should
they be elected. That was one of the knocks against former Prime Minister
Stephen Harper – that he was too secretive. And what would charitable orga-
nizations want to hide?

But, from the cries of pain coming from Israeli NGOs and foreign govern-
ments, one would get the impression that requiring NGOs – supposedly char-
itable operations – in Israel to disclose their funding is somehow fascistic –
anti-democratic. One might get the impression that some of them have some-
thing to hide.

The new Transparency Law, currently being debated in the Knesset, would
deem an Israeli Non-Governmental Organization (“NGO”) a foreign agent if
it receives more than 50% of its budget from foreign government sources.
The NGO would then be required to disclose that it is a foreign agent in pub-
lications and political tracts, and to disclose foreign donors. The law does not
propose to ban said organizations or restrict their activities.

Gerald Steinberg of Bar Ilan University and NGO Monitor pointed out in a
recent article, “the proposed legislation is similar in spirit and purpose to the
US Foreign Agent Registration Act (1938), and the rules adopted last year in
the House of Representatives, requiring witnesses testifying before a com-
mittee in a “nongovernmental capacity” to disclose the amount and country
of origin of any payment or contract related to the subject matter of the hear-
ing originating with a foreign government. Such regulations seek to prevent
foreign governments from secretive and undue influence over democratic
processes, outside diplomatic channels.”

Yet here you have the American State Department criticizing the new
Israeli law as if it is somehow undemocratic, when it mirrors existing
American legislation. And, unlike the Israeli law, the American version con-
tains criminal sanctions of up to five years in prison and/or $10,000 for vio-
lations.

Steinberg writes that “although NGOs have always been significant actors
in Israeli politics and society, in the past fifteen years, a network of about 30
groups claiming to promote human rights and peace have received large
grants from the European Union and individual governments. The scale of
this funding, with annual budgets upwards of $1 million, as well as the
extreme secrecy and impact, are unique; there are no parallels in relations
between democracies. Although the EU has funded a few U.S.-based groups
that oppose the death penalty, and there are some other isolated examples,
Israeli NGOs are specifically and intentionally targeted.

“The money gives a handful of activists in each NGO the resources to write
reports, hold press conferences, and travel the world promoting their strong-
ly held opinions. Their allegations, including charges of “war crimes,” are
often quoted, without verification, in official European documents and used
to justify punitive policies, such as the recent EU product labeling guide-
lines.”

In a column on the Elder of Ziyon website on January 14, Vic Rosenthal
adds that these NGOs, usually claiming to be ‘human rights’ groups, “devel-
op and disseminate tendentious data accusing Israel and the IDF of violations
of international law and generally atrocious and ugly behavior”. He cites, for
example, “Breaking the Silence”, which collects anecdotes from soldiers
accusing the IDF of war crimes. “These stories,” he points out, “often cannot
be corroborated, are hearsay, exaggerated, or lack context. BTS refuses to
give details to the IDF so they can be checked out and actual violations pros-
ecuted.”

B’Tselem, he also notes, does the same with accusations that Israel violates
the rights of Arabs in the territories, relying on one-sided testimony from
Arabs and anti-Israel activists.”

And these groups aren’t above making things up. There is a story about
B’Tselem from 2008 that Elder of Ziyon recently reprinted. An Israeli pla-
toon in Hebron was notified of a Palestinian shepherd making his way toward
one of the Israeli settlements in the region. The soldiers rushed to the loca-
tion and found a dozen human rights activists with cameras walking with
him. The officer in charge immediately contacted the Palestinian and asked
him to stop, but he just kept going. Around him were those activists, from dif-
ferent countries in Europe, yelling, cursing and just waiting for the Israelis to
make a wrong move that could be taken out of context and published to the
world as an act of IDF cruelty. In a moment of creativity the officer turned to
his soldiers and told them to chase off the shepherd. This prevented the event
from escalating. The activists understood they were not going to get a video
clip or a picture that could present the IDF in a bad light, so they just turned
around and left. “While they were leaving,” the officer reported, “the
Palestinian approached and offered me, in Hebrew of course, a cigarette. I
told him he had no reason to walk to the settlement and asked why he did it?
His response was that B’Tselem had offered him a free internet connec-
tion, a camera and cash for each video.”

This (often fabricated) material, Vic Rosenthal continues, is then used as
‘evidence’ in dishonest legal proceedings against IDF soldiers and officers,
and in UN reports and resolutions condemning Israel. “It is used to turn pop-
ular opinion against her, so that the ‘international community’ and the US can
pressure Israel for concessions to the Arabs and against muscular responses
to terrorism and aggression. It is used as a justification for sanctions on

Israel, such as the labeling of settlement products. “Every group that wants
to attack Israel, from Students for Justice in Palestine to the Obama
Administration, partakes of the false, exaggerated and context-free ‘facts’
created by these NGOs. 

“While the groups claim to be impartial, they almost entirely focus on
alleged Israeli misbehavior toward Arabs and ignore violations of the human
rights of Jews (or Palestinians who are imprisoned and tortured by Hamas or
the PA; an Israeli Jew associated with B’Tselem was recently exposed as hav-
ing been giving names to the Palestinian Authority of Palestinians who sell
land to Jews, a crime that is punishable by death.). Recently, grants to
Breaking the Silence were made conditional on their finding a minimum
number of cases of IDF misconduct. The NGOs are happy to give their boss-
es what they want.” “The argument that the new law is “anti-democratic” is
an inversion of reality: what is profoundly undemocratic is hidden foreign
funding of organizations which try to influence opinion and policy in
ways which are contrary to the general will of the citizens of a country.”
The NGOs, Rosenthal points out, have called upon all of their friends abroad
to help fight the ‘menace’ of transparency. “Possibly an indication of how
important this issue is to the EU is the fact that B’Tselem received a 30,000
Euro grant from a group associated with it, specifically to fight the law in
Israel,” he writes.

The full picture reveals that the NGOs are almost entirely and exclusively
funded by foreign groups – directly and indirectly. Writing in the Jerusalem
Post in 2012, Moshe Dann reported that in 2010, for example, Breaking the
Silence received about NIS 3.1 million; 1.5 million from the EU, UK and
Spanish government. The rest came from Oxfam, the New Israel Fund (NIF),
Dutch, German, Danish and Irish church organizations, and even NDC, the
Palestinian NGO which promotes Boycott/Divest/Sanctions (BDS) cam-
paigns.

In 2010, he added, B’Tselem received about NIS 9.3 million; 1.75 million
from Norway, EU and Britain. The rest came from Dutch, Irish, Swedish,
German, Danish church organizations, NDC, George Soros’ Open Society,
NIF and private foundations.

“In other words,” writes Jonathan Levin on the Legal Insurrection website
on January 13, “the “Israeli” organizations that criticize Israel the most vehe-
mently are not Israeli at all – they are domestic propaganda arms of hostile
foreign powers. Giving an organization the imprimatur of being an “Israeli
NGO” when it is funded by Israel’s foreign antagonists does not contribute
to democracy in any way, but this Israeli veneer allows the foreign donor to
hide its identity and gives the propaganda a false legitimacy.”

Clarifications:
In our January 20  issue we had an article about changes to the

Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University’s Winnipeg chapter. In the
article we noted that Sharon Zalik is no longer chapter executive director.
Apparently some readers inferred that Sharon is retiring. In actual fact,
Sharon has now started her own consulting business. Presently she is
serving in that capacity for CFHU here, for instance, and has already
begun to acquire other clients who will want to take advantage of her
extensive organizational ability within different Jewish organizations
over the years.

Our February 3 issue had a caption under a picture of Canada’s Foreign
Minister, Stephane Dion, in which not only was his first name misspelled
(There is an “e” at the end of “Stephane”.), we wrongly referred to Mr.
Dion as Canada’s “Eternal Affairs Minister”. Apparently, as much as Mr.
Dion might hope that he will remain in that post eternally, that is not how
he should have been described. Further, as Canada’s new Natural
Resources Minister, Jim Carr, also pointed out to me, the portfolio which
Mr. Dion now holds is known as “Foreign Affairs”. Previously, under the
Conservative Government, the department was known as “Department of
Foreign Affairs, Trade, and Development”. I rather like the sound of
“Department of Eternal Affairs” better. 

LETTER

Bernie:
As you may recollect, Carol and I remain avid readers of The Jewish Post

& News since moving to the Great Green South.
We were delighted to read the article by Gerry Posner on Rubin Todres

in the latest issue of the newspaper which we received, dated Jan. 20,
2016.Regrettably we are unable to communicate directly with the author.
However, I wish to point out a minor inaccuracy of the posted article.

B’nai Brith Camp, affectionately known as BB Camp, was originally
located in Sandy Hook, Manitoba (between Winnipeg Beach and Gimli,
not far from the current Camp Massad). It did not move to its current loca-
tion on Town Island, Ontario (near Kenora) until 1954, I believe.

Accordingly, Rubin’s early camp experience must have started at Sandy
Hook – a locale which I attended in my youth – and run by Rabbi Arthur
Chiel (Rosh Pina  Synagogue) in those days.

Please pass on our best wishes to Gerry.
Chuck Faiman
Beachwood, Ohio.
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Myron Love

New children’s book encourages children to be 
comfortable and accepting of who they are 

From a very young age (not that he is that much
older yet), Jacob Swirsky let his parents know that
he did not fit the stereotype of a boy his age. 

“Jacob was born a boy and identifies as a boy,”
says his mother, Jackie, “but his choice of cloth-
ing, his interests and his body language are more
feminine. People look at him and think he is a
girl.”

Jackie Swirsky describes her older son, who is
now eight, as “gender creative” or “gender inde-

pendent”.
“When Jacob turned four and began telling us that he wasn’t comfortable

wearing boys’ clothes, we started listening,” she says. “As far as we are
concerned, clothes are clothes and toys are toys. The important thing is that
Jacob be comfortable being Jacob.”

Jacob’s choice of self-expression is the subject of a new children’s book
by his mom called “Be Yourself”, a poem which aims to encourage accep-
tance of children who don’t conform to the accepted norm both by them-
selves and their peers. Jacob himself helped illustrate the book along with
his aunt (and Jackie’s sister-in-law), Jaimee Appel.

“The poem came to me one day last August,” says Jackie Swirsky, who
is a speech pathologist by profession. “We completed the book last fall.”

She emphasizes the importance of parents and family members of sup-
porting children who are different. 

Those children who don’t receive that support, she notes, are subject to
depression and suicide.

Jackie herself began advocating for Jacob – and other children who are
different – even before he started kindergarten. “I was worried that teach-
ers might not understand,” she says. “So I spoke to the administration at
Brock Corydon before Jacob started school. The response from the teach-
ers and other children at the school has been phenomenal.”

Over the past couple of years, Jackie has spoken frequently to teachers’
and other groups about being gender creative. “Most people have good
intentions,” she notes, “but aren’t sure what to do. I try to help people learn

how to talk about the
subject.” 

Jackie and Jacob
will be officially
launching “Be
Yourself” at McNally
Robinson at 2:00 P.M.
on Sunday, March 6.
Jackie will also be
presenting at Limmud
on March 13.

There is also a web-
site – beyourself-
book.ca – with sug-
gested lesson plans
and activities for edu-
cators, and a list of
resource centres and
reading materials for
parents of gender cre-
ative children.

The book/poem has
also been put to music
by music therapist
Grant Miyai.

Gray Academy
students help-

ing seniors 
master  elec-
tronic devices
For the past couple

of months, a group of
Gray Academy high
school students have
been putting their
computer expertise to
use helping seniors
master their own com-
puters.

Grade 10 student
Nicolas Nudler, for

example, helped a senior program her iPad (email, photos and other fea-
tures).

Nudler’s classmate, Nir Livni, is helping another older lady program her
iPad and learn how to use it to access games and take photographs.

Grade 9 student David Bogomolny helped a younger woman (in her 50s)
by setting up her computer programs (including running an anti-virus soft-
ware program).

And Itay Nudel (also in Grade 9) helped Sandy Hyman with her iPad and
setting up a Facebook account.

The four students are among eight Gray Academy students (including
Grade 10 students Ben Serlin-Andrusiak and Dan Rakir and Grade 7 stu-
dents Isaac Gall and Ron Ulitsky,) who thus far have volunteered to par-
ticipate in this new program that was created by Claudia Chernitsky, an
active living co-ordinator at both the Rady JCC and the Gwen Secter
Creative Living Centre. 

“I am almost a senior myself and I am not that computer literate,”
Chernitsky says. “My family gets frustrated with me. Many seniors aren’t
familiar with these smaller computer devices. I thought it would be a good
fit with the students.”

She says that she sent out her proposal to the Gray Academy in the late
fall. The students and seniors meet at the campus.

“I hope to get more student volunteers,” she says. “So far, I have 14
seniors on a waiting list.”
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Gray Academy Grade 7 student ISAAC GALL helps Judge 
CHARLES and NAIDA RUBIN with computers

The Swirsky family: parents MATTHEW and JACKIE SWIRSKY,
children JACOB and ZEV

Grant & Wilton Coffee House
Saturday, February 27, 2016

7:300 pm
Featuring

Baltimore Road             the Heights
Doors open 7:00 pm

Tickets: $17 at the door, $15 in advance
Ph. 204-488-0207, 204-895-1719
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Community news

Elder abuse discussed at JCFS program

On the afternoon of
Wednesday, February
3, some 150 people
filled the  the Berney
Theatre  as  the Jewish
Child and Family
Services (JCFS) pre-
miered a short film,
called, “Not in My Family”, to raise awareness about
elder abuse. 

The film is available with a small resource kit developed to provide
awareness and tools to assist professionals, community representatives,
seniors, and the general public in recognizing and dealing with elder abuse
in its various forms. 

The project was funded by the Government of Canada’s New Horizons
for Seniors Program. 

JCFS executive director, Al Benarroch, welcomed the crowd that after-
noon. “This film serves as a springboard for discussion and to help educate
groups on how they might handle the issue of elderly abuse,” said
Benarroch. “It also provides a lot of valuable resources available in our
community. Along with the film, we’ve created a kit with a booklet that
provides information and also a discussion guide with some specific ques-
tions to be used following the viewing of the film. 

“We envision this package having widespread application as a tool for
organizations and professionals who work with seniors, who are educators,
and other community professionals in regular contact with seniors, either
individually or in groups.”

Following the screening there was a panel discussion with three experts
in the field: Jaimie Kinaschuk from A & O Support Services for Older
Adults; Sharon Todd, Chair of the Elder
Law Section of the Manitoba Bar
Association;, and Dara Maternick, provin-
cial coordinator of Prevent Elder Abuse
Manitoba. 

Sharon Todd acknowledged the difficulty
and sensitivity involved in situations of
elder abuse, suggesting a good place to start
for anyone who is being abused is talking to
a lawyer. 

“Every situation is different,” said Todd.
“So, you have to tailor the answer to the
particular problem. It’s an excellent
resource to have a lawyer that you trust. The
other thing I will urge you to do is make
sure you have everything in place early on
in the process. I’m talking about powers of attorney. Because, if you do it
while you are fully competent and can assess properly who is the best per-
son/s to be your attorneys, that is way better than what we often see in my
profession - which is someone who is already in the early stages of demen-
tia and in a vulnerable position who is then talked into appointing someone
as their attorney...who is the exact wrong person for the job.” 

According to Canadian research, between four and 10 percent of seniors
are subject to some form of abuse. This means that between 7500 and
19000 older Manitobans are affected. Most of the seniors who reach out for
help say they are being financially abused. Further to that, experts believe
that, for every report of elder abuse, there are another four cases that are
never reported. 

Dara Maternick believes the best way to deal with the problem is through
a team approach that respects  individuals and their choices. “We are proud
to be here today in partnership with the JCFS to launch this valuable
resource,” she told attendees. “We look forward to seeing it highlighted at
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day events in June.”

As Benarroch opened the discussion up for audience questions, an elderly
female attendee asked  how to deal with abuse by homecare workers.

Kinaschuk suggested contacting her case supervisor, pointing out that if
she is to get nowhere with that route, she can always call their supervisor.
Benarroch advised that she contact JCFS to have their social workers help
guide her through the process of launching a complaint if need be. 

Another audience member shared a situation that he and his father are in:
“My father’s been taken for $95,000 in the past two years, sending money
to Jamaica and Dubai,” he said. “While he has been talking about giving
me power of attorney, he has the full capacity to do it himself. Where

would I go with that?” 
Todd suggested that he talk to his father’s lawyer, and then went on to

share a story about one of her own clients. “He was at a stage where he was
vulnerable, but competent, so we couldn’t force him to do things he didn’t
want to,” said Todd. “So, I sat down with him and his son. We had a dis-
cussion. 

“It’s difficult to talk about, because he was embarrassed that he had been
taken for this money. But, we did, we sat down and talked about it and, ulti-
mately, what we did was - he agreed voluntarily that his son would take
over his affairs under the power of attorney. And, the son took a number of
steps to prevent the father from being contacted by these scam artists
again.”

These steps, according to Todd, included the son changing his father’s
phone number to unlisted, having all his father’s mail redirected to his
home (so, no mail scams could come to his father), and ensuring his father
had access to only one bank account with a limited amount of money in it
(so that, if he was taken advantage of, at least the loss was limited).

In another situation, where members of the family were either not around
or not trustworthy, Todd herself was given power of attorney, and appoint-
ed as executor - to prevent the son from threatening his mother to get

money. 
“Now, when the son came to her, she could

say that she doesn’t know where her bank is
anymore, that he would have to talk to her
lawyer,” said Todd.

Todd went on to speak about capacity and
how difficult it can be to determine, pointing
out that it is part of a lawyer’s responsibility.
“Before we have people sign documents, we
have to make sure we are comfortable - that the
clients understand what the documents mean,”
said Todd. “But, there are different capacity
tests for different legal documents that you
sign. 

“It’s even difficult for doctors to determine
someone’s capacity. Some doctors say some-

one has capacity while other doctors disagree. It also depends on the spe-
cific thing you’re looking at. People may have fairly good cognitive func-
tion, but their judgment may be impaired.”

Who usually ends up making these determinations are family members or
social workers, and, if there are concerns, a doctor should be consulted.

Kinaschuk pointed out that, when the abuser is a family member, it catch-
es one off guard. “You don’t expect a family member to be the abuser, so
your guard isn’t up,” he said. “In this case (in the film) the grandson is
telling grandma: ‘No. You’re wrong. You didn’t give me the money.’ And,
she’s like, ‘Maybe I didn’t.’” 

And even when an abuse situation is identified, Kinaschuk said, it is still
very difficult to take action, as the victims come up with excuses for their
abusers. “They’ll say things like, ‘He/she is having a tough time. They just
need a little help until they get a job.’ And, it goes on and on. We provide
support, discuss options, and help them recognize what’s going on, but it is
up to them to take it further.”

According to Maternick, it takes a lot to reach out for help. “The type of
circumstance for elder abuse will be different for everybody,” she
explained. “It becomes very difficult to answer these questions, because
you need to dig into the situation to understand what’s happening. There’s
complexity with all these issues.”

Maternick suggested a good place to start is by calling the senior support
line (available 24/7). “The reason that line is so important is because it
allows you to access information and resources to better understand what
your options are,” said Maternick. “There is no single answer that’s going
to apply to every situation.”

And, for those in the Jewish community, contacting JCFS is another great
support.

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

AL BENARROCH
JCFS executive director 

SHARON TODD
chair of the Elder Law

Section of the Manitoba
Bar Association

DARA MATERNICK
provincial coordinator of

Prevent Elder Abuse
Manitoba

JAIMIE KINASCHUK
from A & O Support

Services for Older Adults

According to Canadian research,
between four and 10 percent of seniors
are subject to some form of abuse. This

means that between 7500 and 19000
older Manitobans are affected. Most of
the seniors who reach out for help say

they are being financially abused.
Further to that, experts believe that, for

every report of elder abuse, there are
another four cases that are never

reported. 
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Joanne Seiff

Is she an M.O.T. or Member of the Tribe?
My childhood community was full of loving,

Jewish grown-ups who made me feel
valued…and many of the adults who valued
Judaism the most were Jews-by-choice. That is
the polite way of saying…they converted to
Judaism. Although they were proud to have cho-
sen Judaism, it would be wrong for me to point
that out. The rabbis teach us that once a person is
Jewish, that’s it. They are Jewish. We don’t call

them “the convert” or say, “so-and-so does this so well…for a convert.” We
shouldn’t make them feel different, because after all, they have chosen to
be Jewish. It’s hard to be Jewish, and it takes a lot of work to convert. So,
what’s the right way to welcome them into the club? We should be grateful
they’re here and not ostracize them further.

I recently attended an adult education class taught by Dr. Ruth Ashrafi.
While teaching about the Book of Ruth, the topic of conversion arose.
Ruth, an ancestor of King David, was someone who chose not to leave
Naomi, and chose Judaism over remaining
Moabite. From the very first, the Torah teaches
us that those who choose Judaism contribute
greatly to our religion. 

Jews-by-choice are valuable to our community.
They bring, both literally and figuratively, “fresh
blood.” If we focus on an ethnic and biological
angle, there are genetic diseases that occur more
frequently among Jewish populations. 

Those that marry Jews-by-choice are far less
likely to pass along these genetic diseases to their
children. In a metaphorical view, those who were
raised differently, in other religions, offer people
born as Jews a great opportunity to learn, grow
and understand aspects of the world we might never normally encounter.

In a time when many Jews intermarry and don’t raise their kids as Jews,
welcoming Jews-by-choice allows us to keep Judaism alive. These special
individuals who choose our community can help keep Judaism from disap-
pearing altogether.

There is a connection between this ‘how we should behave towards those
who choose Judaism’ and the Torah portion for February 20th, T’tzavveh
(Exodus 27:20-30:10). The Torah portion covers many intricate details for
how Aaron and his sons should prepare the Tent of Meeting. It covers tex-
tiles, including the colors of linen (and inherent in that is how they should
be spun and dyed, likely by women). 

There are specifics about the jewels the priests should wear, including the
Urim and Thummim, and about how sacrifices will be done. In short, it’s a
holy how-to guide.

As kids, we absorb a lot about how Jewish tradition works through reli-
gious school, Jewish day school or summer camp. However, even kids who
come from strong Jewish communities sometimes need guidance when set-
ting up their homes and defining their Jewish practice. 

Despite the fact that my husband and I are both Jewish, raised in Jewish
homes and attended religious school, we had to buy ‘how-to’ guides to fig-
ure out how to do certain things. In our home, we were supposed to be
experts….and it turns out we weren’t, even if our families taught us a lot.
If we want to model Judaism appropriately to our kids, we need to keep
learning, too.

Jews-by-choice have to learn it all from scratch. There’s a lot to learn on
an ongoing basis, like what foods are traditional for a specific holiday, or
what Kiddush tune is appropriate.

I’ve had the opportunity to teach several Jews-by choice, formally and
informally, as they sought knowledge. They were by far the most eager and
interested learners, willing to trip over hard Hebrew words, and then,
worked doubly hard to correct their mistakes. We could all learn from their

enthusiasm. When I welcomed Jews-by-birth into
the same classes, I sometimes caught looks of con-
descension they offered to the newcomers. It reflect-
ed more poorly on them than on those new to
Judaism, especially because the Jews-by-birth were
not necessarily any more knowledgeable.

Sometimes, a teacher serves to model appropriate
behavior and to remind us of how Jews should act. I
want to thank Dr. Ashrafi for her excellent adult
education classes, but in particular for reminding us
that a Jew is a Jew. Embarrassing someone who has
chosen Judaism shames us all.

If we seek to build Jewish continuity, take a hint
from T’tzavveh, this week’s portion. Aaron and his

sons weren’t experts in the beginning. They needed detailed instruction on
how to be priests. There is great value in offering continuing Jewish learn-
ing to both Jews-by-choice and Jews-by-birth. Our community could real-
ly benefits from pop-up workshops such as the recent one on baking chal-
lah. How about more on “how to sing Shabbat Kiddush” or “how Jews treat
one another?”

In an informal way, it’s also good to lean over if your neighbour looks
lost at services, or when someone is stumbling through a blessing. Help
find the right page in the prayer book, or sing the blessing alongside that
person to help them along. 

When I attended Dr. Ashrafi’s class that day, I had to bring one of my
four-year-old twins along. He saw mommy doing Jewish learning. That’s
part of the ‘holy how-to’ as well. Modelling learning, welcoming behavior
and kindness to others is are important Jewish acts, no matter who you are,
how old you are or where you started out. 

By

JOANNE SEIFF

In a time when many Jews
intermarry and don’t raise

their kids as Jews, welcoming
Jews-by-choice allows us to
keep Judaism alive. These

special individuals who choose
our community can help keep
Judaism from disappearing

altogether.
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Gerry Posner

The Stoller Boys: Nachas Personified
Three brothers, each connected to

the world of business and finance,
each born and raised in Winnipeg-
and each making his mark in the
world in some fashion. That statement
sums up the Stoller boys: Danny,
Bobby and Michael. One might won-
der whether this was predictable,
given that the odds were in many

ways stacked against them. But, the boys are where they are and
their accomplishments are a testimony to hard work, good
genetics and a strong foundation laid by their parents. Maybe
there were other factors that channeled the three brothers along
the right path, but if so, talk to them to discover those other fac-
tors. 

Take a look at the history of the Stoller sons, children of the late Leonard
and Elaine (Lee). Danny, the eldest son, and now 46, a student at the Joseph
Wolinsky Collegiate up until the end of Grade 10, and later a graduate of
the University of Winnipeg Collegiate, took a Bachelor of Commerce from
the University of Manitoba and later a Master of Accountancy there as
well. He became a Chartered Accountant following in the career path of his
father Leonard. 

After articles at the then Arthur Andersen, he worked at Investors Group
from 1998-2006 and then had a nine-year stint with Cardinal Capital
Management. In 2015, he joined Quadrant Asset Management and is now
well ensconced there.  Well known as the past president of the Rady JCC,
Danny presently sits on the board of the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
with a role on the Grants, and Audit and Finance Committees. He is also a
board member of the Asper Campus. In the mix of it all, he married the for-
mer Cara Schwartz and is father to three sons, Jacob, Josh and Alex. 

Son No. 2 is Bobby, another University of Winnipeg graduate and well
known once for his racquetball stardom. He did an undergraduate degree at
the Ivey School of Business at the University of Western Ontario, also
obtained a law degree from the University of Manitoba, and later articled
and was an associate for a short period at the large Toronto law firm of Aird
and Berlis. 

From that background he ended up in the business world as president of
Textiles Amalgamated Inc. of Montreal, a company which is a leading dis-
tributor of home fashion products. He is married to a Montreal woman,
Alyssa Yufe, and is father to two daughters, Sabrina and Jaclyn. Bobby is
the only Stoller to live outside of Winnipeg.

The youngest son, Michael, followed his bothers to the University of
Winnipeg. He also was a member of the Manitoba Provincial Racquetball
team - just like Bobby. He did an undergraduate degree at the Asper School

of Commerce (hons.), then
entered the financial services
industry as an investment advisor
with the Berkshire Group of
Companies in 1998. In
November of 2005, Michael
moved to DundeeWealth, which
was later acquired by ScotiaBank
in 2011. Presently, Michael
works at HollisWealth, which is,
in fact, a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of Scotia Capital Inc.
Michael is married to Miriam
(Schacter) and is father to two
young girls, Reina and Madelyn. 

What links these Stoller boys - aside from their genealogy, is the career
path that has taken each of them into business and finance. One could spec-
ulate how that came about, but a starting point might be their father’s cho-
sen field of chartered accountancy or perhaps it was their mother’s push to
get them into an area suited for them. 

Whatever the reason, it is hard not to look at these now young men, each
well established in his own way, and reflect on just how much nachas
Leonard and Elaine would have derived from seeing where their progeny
ended up. The boys were only teenagers when their father died very sud-
denly, at age 46. Elaine was left with the job of going the rest of the way
with her sons alone. And that she did and did well, until she too died pre-
maturely as a result of a tragic car accident. 

Given that the father was not around long to help direct his sons and that
the mother, though around to help and support her boys, also had to deal
with the day to day issues of life, one has to marvel at the results of their
role as parents. Anyone who has children will tell you what a job it is from
birth to adulthood and beyond and yet here is a case where the three boys
have likely surpassed the lofty expectations of their parents. 

The lessons taught to the Stoller sons by their parents were hard work and
no expectations of anything being handed to you. Also, they learned the
value of giving back. The boys must have paid attention to that parental
pearl as they were donors to B’nai Brith Camp for what is now known as
the Stoller Family Lighthouse, which replaced the previous one that was
taken down by a storm in 2011. That was and is a real tribute to Leonard
and Elaine Stoller, who are not here to share the joy of seeing the final
product (their three sons) to date. As a consequence they cannot feel the
nachas, but we, who are familiar with the story, can surely participate and
delight in the success of their sons, Danny, Bobby and Michael.

By

GERRY POSNER
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Limmud previews

WJT director Ari Weinberg
By MARTIN ZEILIG

Ari Weinberg, artistic director of the
Winnipeg Jewish Theatre, will be
leading a workshop and lecture enti-
tled “Drama on Stage” at the Limmud
Winnipeg Festival on March 13 at the
Asper JCC.

“I’ll be dealing with what it’s like to
be an artistic director at the WJC,”
said Weinberg, 31, a native of Toronto
and graduate of Sheridan’s College
Music Theatre Performance Program,
who was hired as artistic director on
June 1, 2015.

“I really believe each season should
have a theme or topic that connects
all three shows in the season. So, I’ll
be talking about the themes for the upcoming season (2016-17), as well
as about the directorial process.”

The lineup for this year’s season began on October 22 with “Stars of
David”, a musical journey through the lives of many prominent Jewish
figures, adapted from the best-selling book by Abigail Pogrebin.

“So, Nu? A Festival of New Jewish Winnipeg Plays” will follow in
March.  “Shiksa”, by local playwright Cairn Moore will feature as the
series cornerstone, along with additional readings and titles.

Closing the season will be “Buyer & Cellar”, a hilarious one-man com-
edy exploring the whimsical world of Barbra Streisand, starring
Winnipeg actor and comedian Ryan James Miller.

“For my first season I wanted to explore the Jewish experience by shar-
ing Winnipeg stories and connecting them with those of iconic Jewish
figures,” Weinberg says.

“I’m inviting everyone to join us at the Berney Theatre as we celebrate
our stories and theirs. We’re presenting a season where everyone will find
something to relate to.”

During a telephone interview with The Jewish Post & News, Weinberg,
who has been mentored by Stephen Schipper, the Royal Manitoba
Theatre Centre’s artistic director, noted that he’ll be bringing some scripts
to his session at Limmud for the participants to read through.

He also observed that a full production of ‘Shiksa’, which Weinberg
will direct, will be presented at Limmud.

“We’re producing it, and it will run during the festival at the Berney
Theatre,” said Weinberg, who has acted at the Stratford Festival, the
RMTC, the Magnus Theatre, among other places, and is currently the
Metcalf Foundation Intern Artistic Director for Acting Up Stage
Company and the Intern Advisor for Sheridan College’s MTP Program.

“For me (as artistic director), it’s all about offering a wide selection of
theatre to our audience. It’s all about finding plays that illuminate the
Jewish experience.”

American Jewish educator to  speak
about Jewish life in Brazil, 

comment on the Purim Megillah
By MYRON LOVE

Sandra Lilenthal is an award-win-
ning Jewish educator in south Florida
who will be doing two presentations
at this year’s Limmud Winnipeg on
Sunday, March 13, at the Campus.

One of her presentations will be an
analysis of the feminist aspect of the
Purim Megillah – fitting since Purim
is in late March. Lilienthal will be
comparing the actions of Esther and
Vashti, the two principal female char-
acters in the story, and the powerful
theological lessons we learn in the
Megillah.

“I will be comparing Esther and
Vashti,” Lilienthal says. Vashti, she
points out, is the confident queen who refuses to do King Ahasueras’ bid-
ding and suffers the consequences for being her own person.

Esther, on the other hand, is the meek wife who stands up and speaks
when she needs to save her people. “The amazing lesson here is that peo-
ple can overcome their fears and stand up for what is right, what they
believe in,” Lilienthal says.

Her second presentation will be a history of the Jews of Brazil.
Although Lilienthal has been teaching adult Jewish education in south
Florida for the past 25 years, she is originally from Brazil.

“My grandparents were Holocaust survivors,” she says. “While they
never experienced any anti-Semitism in Brazil, they were always con-
cerned that someday, they would be forced to leave. That is why they
made sure that their daughter and grandchildren learned English.”

She notes that she and her family also lived in Texas for three years –
but found south Florida culturally closer to Brazilian culture. “There are
a lot of south Americans living in southern Florida,” she says. 

Last year, Lilienthal was one of three educators to receive a prestigious
Covenant Award from the Covenant Foundation. The award was
designed to honor and celebrate those who have made an impact on
Jewish life through innovative educational practices and models.

Lilienthal is a curriculum developer and instructor at The Rose and
Jack Orloff Central Agency for Jewish Education of Broward County
(Orloff CAJE) in Davie, FL. According to her Covenant Foundation bio,
since she has been affiliated with Orloff CAJE over the past ten years, she
has transformed the agency, its educational impact, and the face of adult
Jewish education in South Florida. She has done this through not only her
dedication to teaching and her students, but also by designing and using
new curricula and approaches that fuel personal and community growth
through Jewish knowledge and perspective.

Lilenthal is also an adjunct professor at Gratz College and is an instruc-
tor for The Florence Melton School of Adult Jewish Learning.

ARI WEINBERG

SANDRA LILENTHAL
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Labor Party approves Isaac Herzog’s
plan for West Bank withdrawal

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israel’s Labor Party unanimously approved a
plan presented by its leader, Isaac Herzog, that would promote a two-state
solution through unilateral withdrawal from the West Bank. 

The plan was approved on Sunday during a party convention. Party
members also voted to postpone until May discussing the date of the next
leadership primary. 

Herzog in a statement posted on Facebook praised the vote, adding that
it is a “major struggle for the state of Israel to remain safe, Jewish and
democratic.” 

“We will continue with courage and triumph,” he said. 
Former Labor head Shelly Yacimovich has led the public opposition to

Herzog’s diplomatic plan and said she would vie with Herzog for the party
leadership. 

The plan calls for the advancement of the two-state solution even with-
out negotiations toward a final agreement, Haaretz reported. 

It states that “a full peace agreement unfortunately isn’t around the cor-
ner and at this stage; it’s not possible to realize the two-state vision. We
must work by every means possible to preserve the two-state vision while
separating from the Palestinians until it is realized.” 

The plan calls on Israel to retain West Bank settlement blocs, freeze all
building outside of the settlement blocs and complete the security barrier.
It also states that Gaza must be part of a final agreement and moderate Arab
states must be involved in the process. 



It has oft been stated
that there are two sides to
every story when in fact
there are three. There is
yours, mine, and what
really happened: the truth. 

Consider, for example,
the sudden sacking of
Cleveland Cavaliers’
Head Coach David Blatt

an Israeli-American who is admired and respected
in North America and wherever else the hoops
game is played such as Italy, Greece, Turkey,
Israel, and Russia.

The Framingham, Massachusetts Yiddish basket-
ball whiz, who majored in English Literature at
Princeton, proved to be the sacrificial lamb and
was dismissed outright in late January despite being in only his second
NBA season and having the Cavs atop the Eastern Conference standings
with a record of 30-11 - and despite taking the team to the league final
against the Golden State Warriors in 2015 following a regular season won-
lost mark of 53-29. 

Blatt is the third head coach in the last 40 years to be fired following an
NBA Finals appearance. The other two being Gene Shue in 1977 with the
Philadelphia 76ers and in 2004 the then New Jersey Nets Byron Scott. Oh
yes, one more thing, David is also the third coach fired on a team LeBron
James has played on.

Blatt was replaced by Tyronn Lue, the Cav’s top assistant coach, also the
highest paid assistant in the NBA and a former NBA player himself - who
has known LeBron since he was a 17-year-old high school phenom. Go fig-
ure. 

Managers and coaches, with rare exceptions, are hired to be fired.
Eventually they overstay their welcome - primarily because the magic isn’t
there anymore, but Blatt was one of those aforementioned “exceptions”
and few could make sense of what transpired. Especially most of the other
NBA head coaches who, by the way, have their own union. And to a man
they are virtually all baffled big time. 

After all, wasn’t it former Green Bay Packers head coach Vince
Lombardi who stated unequivocally: “Winning isn’t everything; it’s the
only thing”? And that’s just what Blatt did more often than most to the tune
of a .675 winning NBA record. His other meritorious accomplishments on
the international stage are also legend. And you can look it up. 

Cleveland GM David Griffin was the gent who received orders from
headquarters to lower the boom on Blatt in as tactful a manner as is
humanely possible. Facing the inquisitive media, whose barrage of queries
was unlimited, the event was likely the most intriguing and significant
press conference in the NBA in 2015-16. 

According to the AP wire service Griffin offered: “A lack of fit with our
personnel and our vision. What I see is that we need to build a collective
spirit, a strength of spirit, a collective will. Elite teams always have that and
you see it everywhere. To be truly elite , we have to buy into a set of val-
ues and principles that we believe in . That becomes our identity.” 

There you go, dear reader. Are you now much the wiser? Were you not
equally well served by, say, Jets GM Kevin Cheveldayoff after the local
reporters for the past few months on your behalf attempted to discover
what the situation was regarding contractual issues relating to key defense-
man Dustin Byfuglien and captain and forward Andrew Ladd? 

Now that the former has been signed to a five-year pact with Winnipeg,
little else regarding Ladd’s situation is being shared by Chevy other than
the usual “doublespeak.” 

The latter modus operandi refers to language that is intentionally mis-
leading, vague, and distorted so as to hide or twist the meaning of certain
words. It’s a second language politicians employ worldwide. In short, “It’s
none of your business and I’ll tell you when I am good and ready. Cookies
and coffee are available over there on the bridge table and thanks for com-

ing.
Lindy Sports Pro

Basketball magazine,
which is put out for pre-
season zealots in
September, hinted that
there were issues involv-
ing Blatt last season which might prove to be troublesome in the upcoming
campaign. To wit: “Blatt was cautious last season in not trying to force his
system and style on a great player like LeBron. Over the long months, he
and James seemed to finally forge a partnership of sorts. One of the fasci-
nating developments of the coming season will be how their relationship
grows - or doesn’t….He faces the ultimate opportunity and the ultimate
challenge in coaching James.”

So, it appears as if Blatt, to some degree, was the Cavaliers’ head coach
in name only. King James wielded significantly more power. Griffin also
stated, “This is not an indictment of David Blatt as a coach. And it’s not to
say that Ty Lue is a better basketball coach. He’s a better basketball coach
for this team today.”

Sources told ESPN’s Chris Broussard that many Cavs’ players, especial-
ly the veterans, felt that Blatt was in over his head as coach and questioned
whether he knew the league well enough to lead them to a championship.

Majority team owner since March 2005, Daniel Gilbert, is a Jewish bil-
lionaire, who is the chairman and founder of Rock Ventures and Quicken
Loans Inc., which is the largest independent mortgage lender in the U.S. 

Gilbert also owns several other sports franchises such, as the American
Hockey League Lake Erie Monsters and the Arena Football League’s
Cleveland Gladiators. He also undertook a complete overhaul of the  front
office, coaching staff, playing personnel, and game presentation.

His Alma Mater is Michigan State University; he also attended Wayne
State University Law School. He is in his mid-50s, has five kids, and both
he and wife Jennifer  are an integral part of “The Giving Pledge” which is
a campaign initiated by Warren Buffett and Bill Gates to encourage the
wealthiest people in the world to commit one-half of their wealth to phil-
anthropic causes.

Jennifer also serves on the boards of ORT America and the Israeli over-
seas committee of the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Detroit. 

Despite the Gilbert’s immense philanthropy, the one prize that has elud-
ed owner Gilbert is to have the Cavaliers capture an NBA title and that is
why he brought LeBron back to Cleveland from the Miami Heat.
Unfortunately, he didn’t believe that Blatt was the man to deliver the torch
for him to hold on high. 

An almost sure bet is that Blatt will very soon be re-employed as an NBA
head coach somewhere, where he will be more secure in his job and
allowed to play the game his way. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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Want a sure bet? Blatt will be back
THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Former Cavaliers head coach 
DAVID BLATT

Cleveland Cavaliers’ majority owner
DANIEL GILBERT
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Community news
Fleisher noted that Solly Dreman had graduated
with a degree in commerce from the University of
Manitoba in the early 1960s before deciding to
make aliyah. (You can read more about the entire
Dreman family on page 4.)

Once in Israel, Dreman entered into the study of
psychology at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

In 1971 he received his Masters degree in psychology, and in 1975 he
received his Ph.D. in psychology,. Solly Dreman  was also a Fulbright
Scholar at the Langley Porter Neuropsychiatric Institute at the Medical
School at the University of California in San Francisco in 1976-77.

Dr. Fleisher went on to note that Dr. Dreman has received “training in a
variety of psychotherapies and was a professor in behavioural sciences at
Ben Gurion University.”

In addition to his academic work, Dr. Fleisher added, Dr. Dreman “has
done extensive work with clients” and is the former head of the “Centre of
Family Intervention and Treatment” at Ben Gurion University.

Dr. Dreman began his remarks by referring to an incident that happened
in Tel Aviv on January 1st of this year.

“At 2:45 pm at a popular bar in Tel Aviv a terrorist went on a shooting
spree” (killing two and wounding seven others).

“Five days later, he was still on the loose,” Dr. Dreman continued. “The
city was gripped by helplessness…Parents were faced with the dilemma of
having to decide whether to send their children to school.”

The population of Tel Aviv was engulfed in feelings of “anxiety, chaos,
and helplessness,” he said. 

Noting the pervasive effects of trauma Dr. Dreman explained that many
veterans of the Yom Kippur war are still suffering from post traumatic
stress disorder 45 years after the original events.

In comparing the effects of war and terrorism, Dr. Dreman noted that
“terrorism can often result in severe and debilitating trauma that is not con-
fined to a specific geographic location or time dimension in contrast to
war.”

What are some of the general effects of terrorism?
According to Dr. Dreman, they typically include: a withdrawal from

social events and visiting public places; keeping children from playing in
public places; and an avoidance of confronting the victims of terrorism.
(Individuals will cross a street in order to avoid having to encounter vic-
tims of terrorism.)

By the same token, victims of terrorist attacks themselves often experi-
ence feelings of guilt, Dr. Dreman noted.

Referring specifically to the role of the media in heightening public anx-
iety following terrorist incidents – or even prior to their occurring, Dr.
Dreman was especially harsh in his criticism of how much media add to
“overkill” by “constantly bombarding the public with repeated broadcasts
of horrific events” that “exacerbate the situation.”

In explaining to the audience some of the inferences that he has drawn as
a result of more than 40 years he has spent working with victims of war and
terrorism, Dr. Dreman chose to focus on two specific case studies that, he
suggested, would illustrate some of the incipient effects of life-altering
events, such as being the victim of a terrorist attack.

Both case studies dealt with families. In the one case it was a mother and
children who lost their father when he was blown up by an explosion in a
Jerusalem appliance store; in the second case it was two brothers, 9  and
11, who were left orphaned when terrorists attacked a bus in which they
and their parents were riding. 

Dr. Dreman and his cotherapist Dr. Esther Cohen of the Hebrew
University felt at the time that they had adequately dealt with the trauma
precipitated at the time of the traumatic events but the ten-year follow up
they conducted showed that this indeed  was not the case.

Unfortunately, “there are only two things certain in life,” Dr. Dreman
observed: “Death and uncertainty.”

Thus, as much as he had thought that the therapies that he had provided
had helped the survivors in both cases to cope with the aftereffects of the
terrorist incidents, that proved to be far from the case.

“Ten years later it (the trauma) came to the surface,” he said, in both fam-
ilies’ cases. In the case of the two orphan boys, one resorted to becoming a
robber – a form of behaviour that, Dr. Dreman suggested, was deliberate.

“Being caught and punished for a crime expiates guilt over surviving,” he
suggested.

“Loss of control,” he added, is a typical result of trauma. 
In fact, Dr. Dreman admitted, despite what he thought had been success-

ful therapy in the case of the two boys, “we failed in dealing with them.”
The results of the treatment of the members of the other family, although

also mixed, proved more successful in the long run. Here, too, though, it
was a very long and protracted process that saw many failures along the
way.

In the case of the widow of the man who was blown up by the bomb in
the appliance store, Dr. Dreman said that for quite a long time after the inci-
dent, she “forgot about her own personal life” and refused to have any
social interaction except with her own children.

As well, “she was angry at her husband over leaving her.”

During the course of therapy the mother
was persuaded “to demonstrate grief in order to get the children to exhibit
grief.”

Still, one of the typical results of the trauma as a result of a terrorist inci-
dent is overprotectiveness on the part of parents.

The mother in this case had to be convinced to “let the children’s lives
return to normal”, Dr. Dreman noted. For instance, he had to persuade her
“to let the children travel by themselves” – something, he suggested, that is
often one of the most difficult things for parents to do.

So, too, it is necessary to instill a “sense of empowerment” in victims –
in order to overcome the feelings of “helplessness” that are all too common
in such cases. 

The two children of the man who was blown up also exhibited extreme
anxiety around the time that they were to be inducted into the army. The
boy, whose name was Ari, actually “became anorexic just prior to army ser-
vice.” For Dr. Dreman, this was a sign of “unresolved intrapsychic issues.”

Working with teachers in schools attended by children of terrorist vic-
tims, Dr. Dreman also emphasized the importance of attempting to restore
some sense of order in their lives. “Get them into a routine,” he suggested.

But, contrary to what most people might think, Dr. Dreman warned that
children “should not be ventilating their emotions all the time.” 

“Ventilation and expression of strong emotions should be done gradually
in order to avoid overwhelming anxiety and trauma which could result in
severe psychological after affects,” he said.

“Allow them to express their emotions, but make them do their school-
work. Finally, and in what might have come as a surprise to members of the
audience, Dr. Dreman added: “Don’t send the kid immediately to a shrink!”

As far as how trauma as a result either of war or a terrorist attack can be
exacerbated by the government, the media, and social networks, Dr.
Dreman was critical of certain aspects of the roles played by all three.

The government, he says, although well intentioned, often contributes to
the social isolation of widows of soldiers killed in action, he suggested.
How is that? you might wonder.

Because the government is exceedingly generous in the granting of pen-
sion benefits to war widows or, as was the case of the widow of the man
killed by the terrorist bomb in Jerusalem, to widows of terrorist victims.
There is an economic disincentive to those women remarrying. In fact,
while the widow of the terrorist victim did remarry a year and a half after
being widowed, she divorced that man three year later.

Why? Because her new husband was not able to provide her with as
much of an income as she had been receiving when she was a widow and,
for purely economic reasons, she decided to become single again.

The media  should  not keep repeating minute after minute events that
have occurred but also they should not wait overly long periods to report
on such  events  as people will then be uncertain about what actually has
transpired  and this could  cause severe anxiety

As usual, the optimum would be “somewhere in the middle,” he con-
cluded. Perhaps repeating the details of a terrorist event “every four hours”
might be “optimal”, Dr. Dreman thought.

Finally, the role of social media in exacerbating anxieties on both sides
of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict was referenced by Dr. Dreman. He took
note of one of the phenomena of what is now known as the “intifada of
knives”, as young Palestinians are urged to kill Jews on social media.

“One young woman had a fight with her parents - then she went out to
kill a Jew,” he said. Yet, trying to control that kind of impulse is not easy,
Dr. Dreman observed. “Human behavior does not follow the rules of chem-
istry or physics since it is multidimensional and often unpredictable.”

In conclusion though, Dr. Dreman noted that, in the current situation of
random knifings and car rammings, while Israelis may be angry at
Palestinians, the level of animosity is not equal between the two sides.

“Their hate is greater than our hate,” he concluded; “they wake up in the
morning wanting to kill Jews.”

Solly
Dreman
(Continued 
from page 1.)

DR. WILL FLEISHER
introduced Dr. Solly Dreman

EDITH KIMELMAN
spoke of her own trauma as a

Holocaust survivor 



The University of Winnipeg’s Annual Middle East Week
has been a positive and balanced approach to bringing
attention to events in the Middle East. The goal is to bring
people a better understanding of the region. The brainchild
of former President and Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Lloyd
Axworthy, Middle East Week has presented speakers on a
variety of topics covering the entire Middle East as well as
the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. All events are free and
open to the public:

Monday, February 22, 2016; 12:30 – 1:30 p.m.
What does ISIS have to do with Islam? Exploring Issues of
Identity and Interpretation
Lecture by Dr. W. Rory Dickson, Department of Religion and
Culture, University of Winnipeg
Location: Room 2M70

Monday, February 22, 2016; 7:00 p.m.
Don’t Panic: Islamic State, Terrorism and the Middle East”
Lecture by Gwynne Dyer
Location: Eckhardt-Gramatté Hall
Gwynne Dyer has worked as a freelance journalist, columnist,
broadcaster, and lecturer on international affairs for more than
20 years, but he was originally trained as an historian. Born in
Newfoundland, he received degrees from Canadian, American
and British universities, finishing with a Ph.D. in Military and
Middle Eastern History from the University of London. He
served in three navies and held academic appointments at the
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst and Oxford University
before launching his twice-weekly column on international
affairs, which is published by over 175 papers in some 45
countries.

Tuesday, February 23, 2016; 7:00 p.m.
Film: BESA: The Promise
The documentary weaves Albania’s heroism in WWII through
the vérité journeys of two men that takes them to Bulgaria and
Israel. More than seven years in the making,  presents a pow-
erful human drama compounded by a devastating twist. It is a
story that that bridges generations and religions, uniting
fathers and sons, Muslims and Jews.
Location: Eckhardt-Gramatté Hall

Wednesday, February 24, 2016; 12:30 – 1:30 p.m.
The Genocide of the Yazidis in Broad Daylight lecture by Dr.
Adam Muller, Department of English, Film, and Theatre,
University of Manitoba, and Nafiya Naso, former refugee and
Winnipeg Yazidi community activist. Location: Convocation
Hall
Recently a Kurdish participant in the International Association
of Genocide Scholars meeting in Yerevan, Armenia, stood up
to ask why the organization, and indeed the wider world,
seemed to have forgotten the plight of the Yazidis. Nearly one
year earlier the question would have seemed absurd. For then
the world was riveted by attempts by ISIS in and around Mt.
Sinjar in Iraqi Kurdistan to eradicate the country’s Yazidi pop-
ulation. In Winnipeg, efforts to sponsor Yazidi refugees has
sparked a large-scale project in the Jewish community with
multifaith partners.

Thursday, February 25, 2016; 7:00 p.m.
2016 El Tassi Lecture – The Arabs in Israel: The Inaudible Cry
for Full Citizenship
Lecture by Sayed Kashua
Location: Eckhardt-Gramatté Hall
Kashua is described as an original. The prominent author and
journalist was born in Tira, Israel. Writing in Hebrew, and
identifying as Palestinian citizen of Israel, Kashua is known
for his books and humorous columns in the Israeli newspaper
Ha’aretz. He is the author of three novels: Dancing Arabs, Let
it Be Morning, and Second Person Singular (all published in
English by Grove Atlantic). Kashua is winner of the presti-
gious Berstein Prize. In a humorous, tongue-in-cheek style,
Kashua addresses the problems faced by Arabs in Israel who
are caught between two worlds. He is the writer and creator of
the hit Israeli TV show “Arab Labor”. In 2004, Kashua was
awarded the Prime Minister’s Prize in Literature. His novel
Dancing Arabs has been made into a feature film, and pre-
miered in 2014 at the Telluride Film Festival.

Friday, February 26, 2016; 12:30 – 2:00 pm
A workshop of the play My Name is Rachel Corrie
Introduction by director Andraea Sartison
Moderator:  Dr. James Christie with panel discussion
Location: Eckhardt-Gramatté Hall
The play My Name is Rachel Corrie is based on the journals
and emails of Rachel Corrie, a 23-year-old American peace
activist whose death during her work in Rafah (Gaza Strip) in
2003 has provoked controversy. Join the cast and director of
this thought-provoking play for a “workshop” production and
talk back session.  The workshop will be followed by a panel
discussion focusing on the relationship between art and
politics. Panelists include: Hope McIntyre, Corey Shefman,
Saira Rahman and moderator Jim Christie.
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Community news/Yiddish

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust
at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
The great Yiddish poet Abraham Sutzkever died on January 19, 2010. 
The day he died I talked about him to my students at Yeshiva University in New York.

The orthodox students knew nothing about secular Yiddish culture. 
Sutzkever survived the war in Lithuania, moved to Israel in 1949, and lived there most

of his life. 
His funeral was attended by a handful of  family members and Yiddishists. 
In one of his poems he says: “Who will remain? What will remain? God will remain!

Isn’t this enough?” Can God survive without his people? Sutzkever wrote in Yiddish for
the Jews who perished in the Holocaust. Isn’t this enough?

Middle East Week at the
University of Winnipeg 

February 22-26
All events open to the public
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

IRVIN (ITZ) JACOB
It is with great sadness

the family of IRVIN
(ITZ) JACOB mourn his
passing on January 12,
2016.

As recently as Septem-
ber 2015, Itz played 18
holes of golf with his son
and daughters and en-
joyed every minute. That
is how he lived his life of
92 years - fully and richly,
enjoying his family, his

work, traveling and pursuing his hobbies and passions.
From playing in a band with his brother Aubie,

camping with wife Rose and children at Falcon Lake
on summer weekends, to watching “Horse Opera”
while feasting on popcorn with his children on Satur-
day afternoons, Itz was a devoted family man.

He traveled many times with his wife Rose to Israel,
to family reunions in Minnesota with the Bloomfields,
and to a multitude of golf courses across North America,
Europe, and Scotland.

Itz enjoyed lasting friendships with his business
partners, Bill McGowan and Jeff Black and was lucky
to retire at age 55 to follow a very active lifestyle.

He participated in curling, bowling, swimming, golf,
singing and making beautiful music. Two great pas-
sions in his later years were ensuring the continuity of
the Talmud Torah Beth Israel synagogue, and follow-
ing the career paths of all his grandchildren, of whom
he was so proud.

We, his friends and family, will miss Itzie’s love of
life and listening to his beautiful singing - so many
wonderful memories.

Itz was predeceased by his wife of 69 years, Rose
(nee Rosenbaum). He is survived by his children
Cydney, Vivian (Conrad), Lanny (Marni), sister Sos
Plattner, sister-in-law Shirley Bloomfield, grandchil-
dren Stuart (Erika), Adam (Amber), Sara (Ryan), Alexa,
Maylee, Rory, Jordy, and great grandchildren Annabel,
Artie, Jesse, Monroe, and Hannah.

Pallbearers were Adam Hayes, Rick Bloomfield,
Leon Bloomfield, Rory Jacob, Jordy Jacob, Jonathon
Jacob. Honorary pallbearers were Hart Jacob, Sami
Lyons, Ido Raam, Matt Skrepnek.

Donations may be made to the Rose and Irvin Jacob
Endowment Fund at the Hebrew University in Jerusa-
lem or the Canadian Museum For Human Rights.

Love you Dad……..

SARA BLUMENFELD
December 25, 1927 – February 2, 2016

With profound sadness
and heavy hearts we an-
nounce the passing of
Sara Blumenfeld on Feb-
ruary 2, 2016, following
her courageous medical
battle. Sara was prede-
ceased by her husband of
55 years, Sam, sister
Hannah, and parents,
Mandel & Rachel Mayer.
She is survived by: chil-

dren Dalia, Ray and Miriam; grandchildren Zachary,
Jessica and Ben; great grandchildren Nathan, Benjamin,
Sadie and Mackenzie; brother Rubin, sister-in-law
Clara, their children Faye, Norman and Sam, and their
families; as well as sister-in-law Bianca and the Blanaru
families. Sara is also mourned by Gary, Jason, Julia,
Carol, Sym, Kathleen, and numerous family and friends
in Winnipeg, Toronto, Montreal, and Israel.

Born in Romania in 1927, Sara and Sam immigrated
to Canada in 1953, escaping the horrors of World War
II and were part of the movement of refugees who took
part in Israel’s fight for independence in 1948. Their
story is similar to many Jewish immigrants who arrived
in Canada to start a new life and raise a family in a land
of opportunity, free from religious persecution. They
arrived in this country with very limited resources and
had to learn to adapt to a new land, a new culture and
a new language. Their drive and determination which
had held them so well throughout their young lives
translated into success in their new home land.

The quiet but strong matriarch of a large and ex-
tended family, Sara was the rock that held the family
together through good times and bad and supported her
husband Sam in all of his endeavours. Sara and Sam
travelled extensively and she delighted in the memo-
ries they collected over the years from trips throughout
Canada, the United States, Israel and Europe. Many
happy hours were shared by the family looking at
photos and reminiscing about long car trips, many
great meals and wondrous sights.

Sara loved to entertain and her household was the site
of countless family dinners and happy celebrations.
Her ability in the kitchen was revered and though many
tried to duplicate her delicious chicken soup or fabu-
lous chocolate cake, few were able to meet the chal-
lenge. Sara’s creativity and perseverance was shown in
the large and extraordinary needlepoints she sewed
which were proudly framed and hung on the walls of
the family home. An intelligent, strong, kind, thought-
ful, compassionate, and determined woman devoted to
her family and her friends, Sara was well read, loved
watching movies and was amazingly adaptable to
whatever situation she found herself. Her legacy and
her memory will be carried on by the growing family
she deeply loved and the many friends she touched
throughout her remarkable life.

The family wishes to thank and recognize Sara’s
daughter Miriam for the devotion, love, friendship and
assistance she unselfishly provided her mother. Appre-
ciation and gratitude are also extended to Dr. Claudia
Petrescu, the entire Amica Thornhill community whose
compassion and friendship undoubtedly enhanced and
enriched Sara’s life, and the staff of 8West and the ICU
at North York General Hospital.

An intimate funeral service and gathering of respects
was held. If desired, donations may be made to the
charity of your choice in honour of this truly elegant
and beloved lady.

ESTHER (FELDMAN) SEIPP
Esther (Feldman) Seipp

passed away on Tuesday,
January 26, 2016, in Win-
nipeg, less than two weeks
shy of her 102nd birth-
day. Esther was born Feb-
ruary 7, 1914, living in
Winnipeg until her mar-
riage to Max Seipp in
1940. They resided in St.
Boniface until his passing
in 1978 and her moving
back to Winnipeg in 2000.

Esther had many accomplishments. As a young
woman, she received her Toronto Conservatory Piano
Teaching Degree. Later on she was an original found-
ing member of the St. Boniface Hospital’s Ladies
Auxiliary. She was President of the Rebecca Seiff
Hadassah-Wizo chapter.

No one knitted, did needlepoint and petit point as
meticulously as she. Esther had many names - Mom
Baba, Babi and Great-Baba; but, most of all, Friend.
Her kindness and sense of fairness and respect for all
were consistent throughout her life. She loved people
and had that love returned by all who were graced with
knowing her.

Esther saw her share of health challenges in her later
years, and yet never complained. When asked, she
responded with “I’m just fine, thank you” no matter
what the situation was.

Her one line wisdoms were life lessons:
“You get what you give”,

 in referring to interpersonal relationships.
“Every day is a birthday”,

a reminder to celebrate life daily.

Memories of  Esther will be treasured by her chil-
dren, Jacqueline Seipp (Todd), Marilyn Berman (Barry);
and grandchildren, Zanna and Mara Seipp-Katz, Lisa
(Aaron), Sherri (Randy) and Gina Berman; and great-
grandson Mason Kennedy; as well as many nieces,
nephews and friends.

Services were held at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue
Thursday, January 28, 2016. Pallbearers were Jacquie
Seipp, Mara and Zanna Seipp-Katz, Todd Boyer, Al
Katz and Zac Minuk.

If so desired, donations may be made to Jewish
National Fund. 225-530 Kenaston Blvd., Winnipeg,
MB R3N 1Z4 (204-947-0207).

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
We would like to thank our family and

friends for the meals, cards and expressions

of support following the passing of our

beloved husband, father and grandfather

AMOS CHWAIEWSKY
It is much appreciated

Doris Chwaiewsky and family

FAIGIE KLEIN
On Monday, February

8, 2016 at Princess
Margaret Hospital. Be-
loved wife of Jack. Lov-
ing mother and mother-
in-law of Michael Klein
and Lisa Corne, Richard
and Vondell Klein, and
Nancy Klein. Dear sister
and sister-in-law of the
late Sharon and Ken
Filkow. Devoted grand-
mother of Max, Lily,
Willis, and Ethan. Lov-

ing aunt of Kevin and Debbi-Jo, Lainie and Bryan, and
the late Shaun Filkow.

Funeral service was held February 10, 2016 at
Benjamin’s Park Memorial Chapel, with interment at
Bathurst Lawn Memorial Park.

Special thanks to Dr. Helen Mackay, Dr. Stephanie
L’Heureux and to the wonderful nurses at Princess
Margaret Hospital.

Memorial donations may be made to the Ovarian
Cancer Canada 1-877-413- 7970 or to the Narayever
Synagogue 416-927-0546 or to the charity of your
choice.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

FEBRUARY  17

In Memoriam

MILLICENT (HALLIS)

UDLAR ADLER
who passed away
October 8th, 1987

16 days in Tishrei  5748

HARRY ALLAN

ADLER
who passed away
Feb. 18th, 1959

10 days in Adar I  5719

May the winds of Love blow softly
And whisper for you to hear,
That we will always Love and Miss You, and
Wish that You Both were here.

— Always Loved, Remembered and Deeply Missed.
You daughter Gloria, son-in-law Jerry, beloved grandchildren,
Susan and Dan and your great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

SAMUEL

BAKER
who passed away
March 17, 1994
5 Days in Nissan

— Forever in our hearts and thoughts. You are sadly missed by
your children and grandchildren.

ROSE
BAKER

who passed away
March 5, 2009
9 Days in Adar

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LILLIAN

BENDER
who passed away

March 2, 2007
13 Days in Adar

—  Ever remembered by her
loving children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In loving memory of

OSCAR BLANK
who passed away

February 13, 2003
11 Days in Adar I

— Sadly missed by your
children and grandchildren.

13th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BESSIE
COLISH

who passed away
February 5, 2011

1 Day in Adar
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her son.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MICKEY

COOPERBAND
who passed away

February 23, 1983
10 Days in Adar

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
family.

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SAM

GREENBERG
who passed away

February 23, 2001
30 days in Shevat

You are forever in our hearts &
on our minds.
— Your children &
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

BRIAN

MARGOLIS
who passed away

February 23, 2007
5 Days in Adar

— Heartbroken by your
absence, always loved and
forever missed by  your
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

KAYLA
MASARSKY

who passed away
February 27, 1972

12 days in Adar
— Always remembered by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

39th Yahrzeit

Always Remembered

In loving memory of

TYBEL (Thelma)

MINUK
who passed away

February 27, 1977
9th Day in Adar

You are always in our hearts.
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE
MITCHELL
who passed away

March 8, 1993
15 days in Adar

— Ever remembered, ever
loved by Sandy, Alan and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE NEPON
who passed away
March 10, 1998
12 Days in Adar

— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by Esther and
Sid Halpern, Adeena, Tom,
Danny and Anna Vered -
Your namesake Gratzer:
Ahava and Frank Lavitt:
Marni, Jonathan, Leo, Sophie
and Lily Halpern.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY

RAYBURN
who passed away
February 8, 2014
9 days in Adar I

Say  not in grief he is no more
but live in thoughtfulness that
he was
— Loved and remembered by
his wife and children.

2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS
(MOISHE)

SETTLER
who passed away

March 3, 2012
9 days in Adar I

We think of you all the time and
the ever lasting encouragement
and love you radiated to us.
— Love your family and
friends.

DAVID
THOMPSON

who passed away
March 4, 1961

16 Days in Adar

CLARA
THOMPSON

who passed away
February 28, 1964
15 Days in Adar

In loving memory of

You are not forgotten, nor will you ever be.
As long as life and memory last,
We will miss and remember thee.

— Sadly missed by your grandchildren.

In Memoriam
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORLEY

SHUCKETT
who passed away

February 25th, 2014
25 days in Adar

Two years have passed, but
you are with us always in our
thoughts and hearts, sadly
missed and forever loved.
—Your wife Sally, Bruce and
Judy, Rhonda and Doug,
grandsons Brandon, Mitchell
and Joshua, Jacob and
Matthew, family and friends.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RUTH SILVER
who passed away

February 14, 2003
12 Adar, 5763

— You are deeply missed by
your children, nieces, nephews
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

AL STOFFMAN
who passed away

February 18, 1999
2 days in Adar

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

17th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX

STRONGER
who passed away
February 2, 1957
1st Day in Adar

Your sense of humor and
poisitive attitude is kept alive
in your grandsons, Michael
(named in your memory), and
Lyle.
— Ever remembered by your
son Barry.

10th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDITH TABACK
who passed away
March 12, 2006

12 days in Adar, 5766
Always remembered

Always missed
Forever in our hearts

We love you!!
— Your loving children
Shayne, Kathy & grand-
children Abigail Edythe and
Elliot Joseph, Michelle &
Barton.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL

TRACHTENBERG
who passed away

February 19, 2013
9 days in Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

SARAH TRAVIS
who passed away

February 22, 1986
13 days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ALEC VINE
who passed away
February 9, 2014

9 Adar I, 5774
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by his wife Rita,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

FEBRUARY  24

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALEX

BERKOWITS
who passed away

March 2, 2013
— Lovingly remembered by
his son Rob, daughter-in-law
Kristin and grandchildren
Grayson & Avery.

In Memoriam

TEDDY BASS
who passed away

March 4, 1999
16 Days in Adar

MARION BASS
who passed away
January 5, 2011
29 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

Always in our thoughts.
Forever in our hearts.

– Cookie, Marla & Steven, Tracee and Aaron and their namesakes
Teddy, Carson Edward, Alann Maree, Stafford and Sutton.

In loving memory of

THELMA

CHAPNICK
who passed away

March 8, 2007
18 days in Adar

— Ever remembered, ever
missed and ever loved by her
husband Morris, son Sid,
daughter Sharon, sister
Bernice, many grandchildren
and great grandchildren.

In Memoriam

9th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ANNE DAVIS
who passed away

February 25, 2005
16 days Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her loving
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,

father and grandfather

FRED FUNK
who passed away

March 7, 2007
17 Days in Adar

— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife
Agnes, his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
our beloved

BESSIE

GLOBERMAN
who passed away

February 23, 2003
21 Days in Adar I

Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
With all our love always
Rochelle and Harvey, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK LAVITT
who passed away

March 5, 1991
19 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
mother and Baba
MIRIAM

PFEFFER-

MACKLIS
who passed away

March 4, 2002
20 Days in Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her son,
grandchildren and loving
daughters-in-law.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FAY SLUTCHUK
who passed away

February 24, 1984
22 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children, grand-
children, family and friends.

2nd Yahrzeit
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORLEY

GLOBERMAN
who passed away

February 28, 2008
22 Days in Adar I

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.

In loving memory of

RALPH

HAMOVICH
who passed away

February 24, 2008
18 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MOLLY

MEDOFF-

KOPELOW
who passed away

March 4, 2013
22 days in Adar

—A woman of virtue &
compassion who touched all
with her love & generosity.
We will love  you always and
forever.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JONAH

EPHRAIM
NEPON

who passed away
March 3, 2013

21st day of Adar
Even though you have been
gone three years, people still
send messages, telling us how
they miss your great stories
and wonderful smile. Our
hearts still ache and the pain of
losing you will never go away.
Your memory will live forever.
— Forever loved and deeply
missed by mom, your sisters
Amber (Joe), Mara (Sal),
Rachel, Micah, Dana and
Meirav and your brothers
Adam (Day) and Seth
(Braeley). Nieces Hannah
Cohen, Yael and Simcha
Pellettieri and nephews
Jordan and Asher Cohen and
Meir Pellettieri.
– Jonah, I’ll love you forever,
I’ll like you for always.
As long as I’m living my baby
you’ll be. Love mom.

3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MAURICE I.

ROSENBERG
who passed away

February 28, 1993
9 Days in Adar

There is a special kind of feeling
that is meant for you alone.
A place within our hearts that
only you can own.
There will always be sadness
and many a silent tear.
But always special memories
of days when your were here.
- Lovingly remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dearly
beloved father and zaida

JACK STAR
who passed away
March 12, 1982

17 Days in Adar, 5742
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
HARRY WALSH

who passed away on
February 24, 2011

20 days in Adar, 5771
“To live in the hearts of those
we leave behind, is not to die!”
— Always remembered and
loved forever by his daughter,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ROSE YAKIR
who passed away

February 23, 2003
21 Days in Adar I

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her  children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In memory of a loving
mother, mother-in-law

and baba

BESSIE

(SIDEMAN)
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
February 23, 2003

21 Day in Adar
Missing you always.
– Love Sheldon, Adelle,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

13th Yahrzeit
Profile

As I told Solly Dreman when I
introduced myself to him prior to
his talk, in response to a question

from him about how many Jews there were in Winnipeg now, I said there
are really only about 12,000 Jews at best – although the Jewish Federation
will no doubt claim there are many more. Dreman was quite surprised at
how much our community has been reduced, saying that there were as
many as 22,000 Jews here in the early 1960s. (I told him that I thought the
most our community ever had was about 20,000, but the point is our com-
munity has undergone a substantial reduction in size, no matter which way
you slice it.)

I sent Solly Dreman a draft of this article late last week, asking him to
look it over an point out any errors. He noted a few mistakes that I had
made, but he also thought it important to describe some pivotal events in
his early years in Israel and his involvement in the Yom Kippur War: 

“I left Winnipeg AFTER I had made a decision to study Clinical
Psychology and had already been accepted at the State University of New
York. When I left I did not speak or read Hebrew and had to learn the lan-
guage from scratch. I arrived in Israel in September 1964 with the inten-
tion of starting my studies at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in late
October of the same year. With this purpose in mind I  attended an inten-
sive language ulpan in Netanya  for a month and a half before the com-
mencement of studies, was a good student and when the first day of class-
es began on October 27 (coincidently my birthday) I travelled confiden-
tially to Jerusalem to begin my studies. I vividly remember that rainy,
gloomy day when I attended four hours of classes and understood two
words in  Hebrew: “ken” and “lo” - yes and no. This resulted in a decision
to take off the year and study Hebrew intensively and start my studies the
following year. It was still not easy since I had to add an additional year to
pick up the necessary credits to commence my Masters study two years
later. However, from then on my progress was remarkable and in the inter-
im I  learned Hebrew, married, had three daughters, started my career as a
practitioner in Clinical Psychology and completed my thesis in Hebrew in
1975! 

“Also in this period while I was
writing my dissertation,  the Yom
Kippur War broke out and I was
recruited to the infantry as a combat
soldier serving on the west bank of
the Suez Canal. When my command-
ing officer learned that I was a doc-
toral student in Clinical Psychology
he asked me to lecture voluntarily to
my reserve unit about combat stress,
which I did. After the initial hostili-
ties, when word got out about my
lectures,  I was appointed the
Brigade Psychologist of the
Jerusalem Brigade numbering
about 2500 soldiers and sitting on
the Suez Canal in front of the
Second Division of the Egyptian
Army on the northern part of the
Canal near Ismalia. In this capacity
I was immediately conferred full officer status, a driver and two assistants
and travelled the length of the canal lecturing soldiers about the effects of
war on soldiers and their families. After the war I published a formulative
paper describing this experience in The American Journal of Family
Therapy called "The Yom Kippur War: The Soldier on the Front and his
Family", which you can Google. Thus the decade  between 1964 and 1975
was for me a remarkable period in the formative years of my Aliyah to
Israel.”

Before Solly Dreman spoke February 9, members of the audience were
welcomed by someone who has assumed an important role in this commu-
nity when it comes to raising Israel’s profile: Yolanda Papini-Pollock, co-
founder of the group Winnipeg Friends of Israel. Yolanda combines a keen
organizational ability – she has personally organized one event after anoth-
er, often in her own home, where she has brought in a series of interesting
speakers on a broad range of topics. One of the most interesting aspects of
what Yolanda has done is the support she has received from the many
members of Bridges for Peace who have been attending Winnipeg Friends
of Israel events. While many Winnipeggers maintain strong ties with Israel
– largely as a result of having relatives there, when it comes to “walking
the walk, not just talking the talk”, no one can beat the incredible level of
support that members of Bridges for Peace show for Israel, day in and day
out. And, as much as they’re all devout Christians, I have never once heard
any of them proselytize anyone who was Jewish.

I’ve noted before in this column that Christian support for Israel is now
key to that country’s well being, not only in terms of tourist support, but in
the political realm as well. 

Israel doesn’t have many friends in the world and, while many Jews
remain uncomfortable to one degree or another about the level of support
Israel receives from Evangelical Christians, the degree to which members
of Bridges for Peace have shown unfailing support for Winnipeg Friends
of Israel is remarkable. 

Dreman family
(Continued from page 4.)

Israeli soldiers rest during a lull
in the fighting near the Suez
Canal in 1973. At the time Solly
Dreman lectured soldiers sta-
tioned near the canal about the
effects of war on soldiers and
families. 



are united in comparative non-
chalance about Sanders’
Jewishness. Partly that’s because
few expected he would do so
well. But it’s also because
Lieberman already broke the
Jewish glass ceiling. His 2000
vice-presidential run proved
Americans were prepared to put a
Jewish candidate a heartbeat
away from the presidency.

Of course, Lieberman wasn’t
just a Jewish candidate. He was
a very Jewish candidate. He
wore his identity on his sleeve:
an Orthodox Jew outspoken in
his support for Israel and other
Jewish causes.

Sanders is different. He describes himself as “not particularly religious.”
He is married to a non-Jewish woman. He is aloof from Jewish communal
life. A Sanders campaign ad described the candidate simply as “the son of
a Polish immigrant.”

Tellingly, last Rosh Hashanah, Sanders wasn’t in synagogue. He was in
church — well, not church per se, but he was at Liberty University, the con-
servative Christian educational citadel founded by the late Rev. Jerry
Falwell. Sanders was there preaching his secular brand of social justice
gospel. Democratic socialism, not Judaism, is his real religion.

But Sanders is also, in his own way, a very Jewish candidate.
Sanders cleverly acknowledged as much during his “Saturday Night

Live” appearance alongside his comic doppelganger, Larry David. Playing
a rabble-rousing socialist immigrant aboard an ocean liner bound for
America, Sanders introduces himself as “Bernie Sanderswitzky, but we’re
going to change it when we get to America so it doesn’t sound quite so
Jewish.” To which David deadpans: “Yeah, that’ll trick ’em.”

It’s not just Sanders’ Brooklynite bearing that marks him as inescapably
Jewish. Nor is it the fact that he volunteered in Israel on a kibbutz. (After
all, former Republican presidential hopeful Michele Bachmann also
worked on a kibbutz, and her 2012 presidential campaign’s Judaic high-

light was her mangling of the
word “chutzpah.”)

Rather, Sanders’ personal and
political story is emblematic of a
whole generation of Jewish ide-
alists.

Sanders was far from the only
young Jew in the early 1960s to
fervently embrace socialism, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of Jewish
radicals from earlier eras. Like
many Jews, Sanders was deeply
invested in the black struggle for
civil rights; he was active with
the Congress of Racial Equality
and attended Martin Luther
King’s “I Have a Dream” speech.
After college, Sanders was in the
vanguard of the mini-migration
to Vermont of socially conscious
Jewish urbanites going “back to

the land.”
Today, Sanders invokes his Jewish roots to explain his passion for com-

bating bigotry.
In one of his campaign’s most memorable moments, a young hijab-wear-

ing woman at a Sanders rally told the candidate she was worried about anti-
Muslim rhetoric in American politics. Sanders beckoned her over for a hug.

“I’m Jewish,” he said. “My father’s family died in concentration camps.
I will do everything that I can to rid this country of the ugly stain of
racism.”

Sanders’ disconnect with organized Jewry, his attenuated religiosity and
his marriage to a non-Jew are not atypical for American Jews, plenty of
whom are unaffiliated, secular and intermarried. Sanders fits comfortably
into the growing category that Jewish demographers dub “Just Jewish.”

At the same time, Sanders’ staunchly left-wing stances occasionally have
taken him outside even the liberal mainstream of American Jewish politics.
For instance, Sanders backed the Rev. Jesse Jackson’s historic presidential
bids in 1984 and 1988, notwithstanding the black leader’s then-acrimo-
nious relationship with the Jewish community.

On Israel, too, Sanders expresses positions that would put him at odds
with Jewish communal leaders. He has strongly criticized Israel’s treatment
of the Palestinians and suggested that as president he would “maintain an
evenhanded approach to the area.” Yet he has come under fire from anti-
Israel activists, as when he was heckled at a 2014 Vermont town hall meet-
ing for expressing sympathy with the Jewish state over the threat it faces
from Hamas rocket attacks even as he condemned Israel’s conduct in Gaza.

Iowa and New Hampshire can’t tell us much about how Sanders will per-
form with Jewish voters, and Clinton has plenty of Jewish devotees. But
these early contests do indicate that Sanders’ Jewishness isn’t hurting him
with Democrats. If anything, Sanders’ fans find his disheveled-old-Jewish-
socialist-from-Brooklyn image to be a charming badge of authenticity.

Still, there are those who think being Jewish can be a political liability.
New York City’s former mayor, Michael Bloomberg, who is toying with
the idea of jumping into the presidential race, once expressed doubt that
America would elect a “short, Jewish, divorced billionaire.” Bloomberg
may be correct that being a billionaire or short could be a liability, but is
he right about Jewishness?

Polling suggests that Jews may be America’s most popular religious
group. Jews are warmly regarded by Democrats and Republicans, evan-
gelicals and atheists. A recent poll by the Pew Research Center found that
only 10 percent of Americans are less likely to vote for a Jew for president,
compared to 20 percent who said they were less likely to vote for an evan-
gelical Christian.

Perhaps it's because everyone can seem to find something to like about
Jews: To conservative evangelicals, Jews are the Bible's “chosen people;”
to secular and liberal Americans, Jews are liberal, secular types.

Sanders’ identity as a socialist may be much more problematic: 50 per-
cent of Americans say they wouldn’t vote for a socialist. And the fact that
he’s not particularly religious could be a liability: 51 percent of Pew
respondents said they were less likely to vote for an atheist for president.

If Sanders’ Jewishness is not an issue, perhaps it’s because Jews are so
well-integrated into contemporary American life. Indeed, Sanders is not
the only presidential hopeful with intimate Jewish ties. His rival for the
Democratic nomination has a Jewish son-in-law who donned a yarmulke
and tallit at his wedding to Chelsea Clinton. The winner of New
Hampshire’s Republican primary, Donald Trump, has a daughter who con-
verted to Judaism and goes to an Orthodox synagogue.

What’s remarkable is how unremarkable this is.

(Daniel Treiman is a student at the New York University School of Law.
He is a former managing editor of JTA.)
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U.S. news

Bernie Sanders
(Continued from page 1.)

MICHAEL BLOOMBERG
once expressed doubt that America
would elect a “short, Jewish, divorced
billionaire.”

JOSEPH LIEBERMAN
Lieberman wasn’t just a Jewish can-
didate. He was a very Jewish candi-
date.
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Books/Community news

“The Nazis Next Door
How America Became a Safe Haven for Hitler’s Men”
Eric Lichtblau
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, New York, 2014, 266 pages
Reviewed by JOSEPH LEVEN

Thousands and thousands of books have been written in the past 70 years
about World War II, the Nazis and the Holocaust. Few, if any, have dealt
with the topic of Nazis emigrating to the United States and their subsequent
lives there. “The Nazis Next Door” tells the story of how 10,000 or more
Nazis found their way into the United States after the end of the Second
World War. 

Eric Lichtblau is a
New York Times
investigative reporter
based in Washington.
He has won the
Pulitzer Prize for his
reporting. He spent
more than two years
researching and writ-
ing this book.

“The Nazis Next
Door” explains how
Nazis came to the
United States, how
they lived quiet lives
for decades, how
America finally woke
up to their presence
,and what the U.S.
government ultimate-
ly did about a small
number of them.

Two groups of
Nazis particularly
stand out. One group
consisted of the rocket
scientists and their
support staff who had
worked on the V-2
program in Germany.
In the wake of the
war, these scientists were coveted by the United States. The American mil-
itary was intent on bringing them to the U.S.A. and putting them to work
on American rocket programs. Above all else, they wished to make sure
that these scientists did not fall into the hands of the new enemy – the
Soviets.

Ultimately some 1600 Nazi scientists and support staff were brought to
the United States. Their war records were whitewashed and they were put
to work, The most famous among them were Wernher von Braun and
Hubertus Strughold. Von Braun became known as the “Father of Rocket
Science” and Strughold as the “Father of Space Medicine”.

The V-2 production facility in Nazi Germany was known as Dora-
Mittelwerk. It was manned by tens of thousands of slave labourers. At least
20 prisoners died every single day of disease and malnutrition. Countless
others were hung for ‘rebellion’. Von Braun was totally aware of the goings
on at Dora-Mittelwerk.

Strughold was even worse. He was actively involved in the gruesome
‘medical experiments’ performed on Jewish prisoners at Dachau. Yet while
15 of those most involved were convicted of their crimes at Nuremberg,
Strughold was whisked away to the United States.

The second group that stands out consisted of Nazis recruited by
America’s security agencies, the CIA and the FBI. There were hundreds of
these, and again the motivation was the Cold War. The thinking was that
who better than Nazis could be put to work spying on the Soviets and their
allies?

This unpleasant collaboration began even before World War II ended
with secret meetings in Switzerland between Allen Dulles, head of
American intelligence operations in Europe, and the Nazi general Karl
Wolff, one-time right-hand man to SS chief Heinrich Himmler. Wolff and
his ilk were tagged as moderate or repentant Nazis, and no questions were
asked about what they had done in the war. When the prosecutors at
Nuremberg named Wolff as a major war criminal facing the death sentence,
Dulles successfully maneuvred to have his status reduced to that of a wit-
ness to Nazi atrocities, and he spent only four years in luxurious custody.

After talking about the rocket scientists and the spies, Lichtblau goes into
considerable detail about several Nazis who were quietly living out their
lives in the United States, and tells how the tide finally turned against them
thanks to the efforts of several persistent American individuals. None real-
ly received the punishment that they deserved, but at least in the last
decades of the 20th century, some of them were stripped of their American
citizenship and some were deported back to Europe.

Of particular inter-
est is the case of John
Demjanjuk. This case
ran on for 35 years
and got more publicity
than any other.

Demjanjuk was a
Ukrainian immigrant
who worked at a Ford
plant in Cleveland.
Three Treblinka sur-
vivors identified him
as Ivan the Terrible, a
particularly sadistic
guard at Treblinka. He
was stripped of his
American citizenship
and shipped off to
Israel for a show trial.
Unfortunately they
had the wrong man
and the case was
thrown out by the Israeli Supreme Court in 1993. John Demjanjuk had
indeed been a guard at a Nazi camp, but not at Treblinka, and he certainly
was not the sadistic Ivan the Terrible.

“The Nazis Next Door” is riveting reading and Eric Lichtblau is a top-
notch writer. This is not an easy book to read. There are graphic descrip-
tions of the horrors of the camps – these are needed to tell the story. And it
is a story that needed to be told!

(“The Nazis Next Door” is available at the Winnipeg Public Library.)

Thousands of Nazis were brought to the U.S. deliberately

author ERIC LICHTBLAU

Chai Folk Ensemble receives Dance
Manitoba special achievement award

By MYRON LOVE
The honours continue to

mount for our Jewish com-
munity’s Sarah Sommer
Chai Folk Ensemble. On
Saturday, January 30,
Dance Manitoba recog-
nized Canada’s preeminent
Israeli dance troupe with
the dance organization’s
Special Achievement
Award at Dance Manitoba’s
2016 Distinction Awards
for Excellence in Dance.

Chai is the first dance
group – as compared to
individual dancers – to
have received Special
Achievement Award
(which was introduced
three years ago). The
award was given for
“ O u t s t a n d i n g
Achievements and
Exceptional Artistic
Accomplishments to the Art of Dance within our Community”.

“Being recognized by our peers for excellence in dance and our contri-
bution to the community through this art form is inspiring,” says Tracy
Kasner Greaves, Chai’s recently retired artistic director. “This reminds us
of the impact of dance and how it can change lives.”

Kasner Greaves accepted the award on behalf of Chai along with Chai
dance director Elan Marchinko who is also leaving her post to pursue a
Ph.D. program in Theatre and Performance Studies at York University.

Reeva Nepon, the administrative director for the Chai Folk Arts
Council and the Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble, notes that
Marchinko did accompany the troupe to Kelowna for its most recent per-
formance.

Coming performances for Chai are a joint appearance with the Rusalka
Dancers on June 5 at the Federation of Canadian Municipalities’s annual
conference and trade show which is being held in Winnipeg this year.

Chai was started by the late Sarah Sommer in 1964 and has grown into
an internationally-acclaimed dance troupe that comprises some 30-40
singers, dancers and musicians ranging in age from teens to adults in their
early 40s.  The Winnipeg-based dance company has performed across
Canada and the United States, Mexico and Israel.

Accepting the Dance Manitob award
on behalf of the Chai Folk Ensembe
were: (left) TRACY KASNER
GREAVES, Chai’s recently retired
artistic director, and ELAN
MARCHINKO, Chai’s dance director,
who is also leaving her position.



By MYRON LOVE
This message is for prospective brides and grooms.
Get ready!
The upcoming (and brand new) Big Deal Wedding Expo – scheduled for

Saturday, February 27, and Sunday, February 28, at Assiniboia Downs –
promises to be a wedding show unlike any you may have experienced
before.

“We are going to have 100 exhibitors and will be fully licensed,” says
Chelsea Obsniuk, a spokesperson for On Tilt Productions, which is putting
on the show. 

“What we are aiming
for is a more relaxed,
fun atmosphere. You
will be able to sip a
beverage while you are
walking around.

“We have tons of
give-aways.”

The give-aways
include gift bags con-
taining wedding maga-
zines and lanyards, a
diamond wedding band
set – compliments of
Bijou Fine Jewellery, a
trip for two to Puerto
Vallarta – compliments
of Sunwing Air and
CAA, a trip for two to
Las Vegas, courtesy of
Charleswood Travel,
and hourly cash give-
aways.

Obsniuk also reports
that there will be two
fashion shows daily –
with models provided
by Swish Model
Management – and
fully licensed lounges
– one each for brides (decorated by Events by Emma) and grooms. (The
furnishings will be provided by Lounge Works.)

“We will be featuring award-winning live entertainers Big City All-Star
Band and Harp Oasis,” Obsniuk adds.

The idea for the Big Deal Wedding Expo was conceived by Cory
O’Grodnik, the founder of OnTilt Productions – and himself a recent
groom. “When Cory and his bride were planning their wedding a couple of
years ago,” Obsniuk notes, “they found the experience overwhelming.
What Cory envisaged – and what our exhibitors also say they want – is a
wedding show where exhibitors and suppliers can deal with bridal couples
on a more intimate, one-on-one basis.”

Obsniuk reports that planning for the Big Deal Wedding Expo began in
the fall and came together very quickly. “We have had so many exhibitors
who want in that we now have a waiting list,” she says. 

“We will have the full gamut of wedding suppliers, including bridal
stores and retailers who provide for grooms, food and beverage providers,
venues, entertainers, decorators and photographers – even ordained minis-
ters. You name it, you will find it at our wedding expo.”

Tickets are available online – at ticketweb.ca – for $13 a person – or at
the door ($15). 

And there is ample parking at the Downs.
“This is going to be a lot more fun than the average wedding show,”

Obsniuk says.
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Community news

Shabbat Together
The Winnipeg Jewish community is about to make history.  For the

first time, several of the city’s synagogues and the Rady JCC are team-
ing up to present Shabbat Together under one roof. Congregation Etz
Chayim, Congregation Shaarey Zedek, The Rady JCC and Temple
Shalom are joining forces on Friday, March 11 and the entire commu-
nity is welcome.  

Shabbat for many of us gives us the opportunity to slow down and
enjoy our families. It’s often the one time where children and parents
can relax, catch up on what happened during the week and appreciate
each other.  Shabbat Together is the perfect way to involve the whole
family through delicious food and special activities.  The Cantors of all
the synagogues will also create a musical atmosphere where families
can join in.

The Shabbat dinner will begin at 5:45 pm, just after Kabbalat
Shabbat services that start at 5:15 pm.  Shabbat Together will be held
at Congregation Etz Chayim, 123 Matheson Avenue E.

The cost is $15 for adults, $5 for children 12 and under and chil-
dren under 3, are free.
Special dietary requests must be made when registering.

To register call the Rady JCC at (204) 477-7510 or go to radyjcc.com
Registration deadline is March 4.

New wedding expo promises to be a real big deal

Bar Refaeli: Living with Leonardo DiCaprio
in US should exempt me from Israeli taxes

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Supermodel Bar
Refaeli told Israeli tax authorities that she
should be exempt from paying her 2009-10
taxes because she was living with then-
boyfriend Leonardo DiCaprio in his mansion
in the United States. 

Refaeli, 30, is suspected of failing to report
gifts and discounts on luxury goods, includ-
ing cars and an apartment, that are subject to
income tax. 

Tax authorities in the United States regis-
tered Refaeli as a “non-resident” there during
the time in question, according to reports. 

In 2010, Refaeli asked the Israel Tax
Authority to exempt her from paying taxes
because she had worked mostly abroad. She earned about $2 million in
2008 and 2009 and paid about 46 percent in taxes in Israel. 

In September, Refaeli married businessman Adi Ezra, whose family
owns the Israeli food importing company Neto ME Holdings. The wedding
was preceded by a conflict over whether it was permissible to impose a no-
fly zone over it. Refaeli announced her pregnancy on Instagram last month.

BAR RAFAELI


