
Kerry’s perilous path to failure
By JONATHAN S. TOBIN

PHILADELPHIA (JTA) -- In the past few weeks, Secretary of State
John Kerry has come under attack from prominent Israelis as well as
American friends of the Jewish state for some of the methods he has
adopted in his determination to find a solution to the Middle East con-
flict.

Such criticism strikes the Obama administration, as well as many
friends of Israel, as absurd. After all, what better favor could the United
States do for Israel than to help it find the peace for which its people
have hungered since the birth of their state?

But while Kerry's defenders are right to scorn those who seek to ques-
tion his motives, the way the secretary has tried to strong-arm Israel has
neither enhanced the chances for peace nor strengthened Israel’s secu-
rity. Though the quest for peace is, in principle, a noble endeavor, Kerry
has set in motion a chain of events that is, in fact, strengthening those
who seek to delegitimize and boycott Israel and may even increase the
chances of a new round of Palestinian violence.

Kerry came into office last year determined to take up a challenge
that his predecessor, Hillary Clinton, did her best to avoid. Clinton
assessed the chances of peace between Israel and the Palestinians in
the foreseeable future in the same manner as most foreign policy
hands: slim to none.

With the Palestinians hopelessly split between the Fatah-ruled West
Bank and Hamas-run Gaza, there seemed little leeway for Palestinian
Authority leader Mahmoud Abbas to sign an agreement that would end
the conflict. Since the Palestinians had already turned down offers of
statehood in almost all of the West Bank, Gaza and a share of
Jerusalem in 2000, 2001 and 2008, there seemed no reason for Israel
to make further concessions only to be turned down yet a fourth time.

But Kerry was undaunted by these realities and set out to restart
Israeli-Palestinian talks. Kerry has persuaded the sides to negotiate and
may get both Abbas and the government of Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to agree to a framework to extend the talks that were slat-
ed to last only nine months.

Kerry may even coax the Israelis to offer, as has been reported, the
Palestinians a state in 90 percent of the West Bank plus territorial swaps
of land inside the Jewish state. If so, he may be as close to cutting the
Gordian Knot of Middle East peace as any of the Americans who have
preceded him. Even if he fails, this would seem to be a praiseworthy
endeavor. But those who care about Israel shouldn’t be cheering.

What Kerry has forgotten -- or never knew in the first place -- about

the failures of his predecessors is that peace initiatives don’t occur in a
vacuum. The dynamic of every negotiation to broker an end to the con-
flict is that in the eyes of international public opinion, progress is only
measured in terms of Israeli concessions.

That means that rather than bolstering Israel’s image and support
around the globe, every such effort -- including Israel’s aforementioned
three generous offers of Palestinian statehood, as well as the Gaza
withdrawal -- only served to make Israel even more unpopular. In the
20 years since the signing of the Oslo Accords, Israel has made con-
cession after concession, and yet international efforts to delegitimize
Zionism and support the boycott, divestment and sanctions movement
aimed at the Jewish state have only grown.

Israelis well understand that the current Palestinian leadership is not
likely to sign any deal that will recognize the legitimacy of a Jewish
state no matter where its borders are drawn. Nor will the Palestinians
renounce a “right of return” for the descendants of the 1948 refugees.

No matter what Kerry pressures Netanyahu into offering Abbas, the
answer will probably be same one Ehud Barak and Ehud Olmert
received: No. When that happens, expect the BDS campaign to redou-
ble its efforts and for European nations to blame Israel regardless of the
fact that, once again, Palestinian obstinacy will have ended the nego-
tiations and not a lack of Israeli flexibility or generosity.

Even worse, by seeking to frighten the Israelis into concessions by
speaking, as he did last fall, about the chances of a third intifada if the
talks fail, and by, more recently, predicting an upsurge in boycotts if no
peace deal is achieved -- while failing to acknowledge Palestinian
intransigence as a possible cause of any failure -- Kerry has not only
tilted the diplomatic playing field against the Jewish state. He has also
signaled that if he fails, it will be Israel’s fault. While he may not have
intended to encourage either violence or boycotts of Israel, that is
exactly what he has done.

While Kerry entered this process thinking only of its success, an indi-
vidual with less hubris and a clearer understanding of history would
have known from the start that the costs of failure might be consider-
able. Israelis, who will pay the price for that failure, should be forgiv-
en for thinking that Kerry deserves no thanks for his part in this sorry
exercise in narcissism.

(Jonathan S. Tobin is senior online editor and chief political blogger
of Commentary Magazine.)
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The remarkable journey of Dr. Rania Okby
By MARTIN ZEILIG

As the first female
Bedouin physician,
Israeli citizen Dr. Rania
Okby, a graduate of
Ben-Gurion University
of the Negev and a doc-
tor at the Soroka
University Hospital, is
an example of the
adage that to educate a
woman is to educate an
entire community.

She has dedicated
her life to that noble
goal.

Dr. Okby was in
Winnipeg on February
9th speaking about her
experiences at the
Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue before 120
people. 

She also spoke at a
parlour meeting in a
private home with a number of local med-
ical doctors; while on February 10 she
spoke at the Ridd Institute for Religion and
Global Policy, at the University of
Winnipeg, with President Lloyd Axworthy
(and other scholars) in attendance, as well
as to high school students at the Gray
Academy of Jewish Education.

Dr. Okby’s appearance here was co-spon-
sored by the Jewish Federation of

Winnipeg, the Shaarey Zedek, and the Ridd
Institute.

“The opportunity she received from Ben
Gurion University has allowed her to
become a role model for other Bedouins,
especially women.”

“I thought she gave an impassioned talk,”
said Dr. James Christie, Professor of

Rania with a Gray Academy student who, though challenged
in a wheel chair, was inspired by Rania, her optimism and way
to approach adversity.

Continued on page 10. See “Rania Okby”.



It is an unfortunate
truth that one of the
better-known aspects
of Israel is that is
often in a state of
conflict. As a result,
people unfamiliar
with Israel often tend
to assume that the
entire country is a
war-torn hot zone. 

In an effort to give
people a better
understanding of Israel, during the first week of February Hillel set up
an information booth with free Israel-themed paraphernalia at the
University of Winnipeg to promote Israel’s lesser known, positive
assets as a part of Hillel’s annual Israel Week.

“We’re here to raise awareness about everything Israel has to offer.
For a lot of people, the only thing they know about Israel is that there’s
conflict there,” said Hillel representative Daniel Kroft, who visited
Israel for the first time this year. “We’d like people to know that there’s
much more to Israel, like how many technological advancements
come from there, and how beautiful the country can be.” 

As students came to the see the display, Kroft handed out pamphlets
that offered information on Israeli tourist attractions and education
opportunities, such as the Ramon Crater and the Dead Sea. 

When asked if there was a single thing he wanted people to learn

about Israel, Hillel volunteer Max Lerner said: “The nightlife. In places
like Tel Aviv t’s amazing, really unlike anywhere else. It’s the kind of
thing you really have to visit to get the full effect of how great it is.” As
he spoke, Lerner gestured to another pamphlet that detailed the Tel
Aviv club scene. 

Among the free items available at the stand were pens, notebooks,
buttons, and ready-to-plant trees, all proudly emblazoned with “I
♥TLV”, which students excitedly picked up throughout the day. 
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Hillel’s Israel Week rejuvenates Jewish students

Hillel representative DANIEL KROFT (left)
with Hillel volunteer MAX LERNER at the U
of W display table

Among the free items available at the stand were pens, notebooks,
buttons, and ready-to-plant trees, all proudly emblazoned with “I
♥TLV”, which students excitedly picked up throughout the day. 

By

ELAN LEVINE

The Rady JCC is pleased to present Jewish Baby U, a new five-
week program which gives expectant parents the opportunity to
discover Jewish traditions and rituals associated with parenting
and raising a family. Weekly sessions will incorporate Jewish
themes teaching parents how to plan, in both a practical and spir-
itual function for their new son or daughter. 

“My objective is to review the many aspects of Judaism that can
be incorporated into family life such as Shabbat (the Sabbath),
holidays, art, toys, literature and music,” says Sherry Wolfe-Elazar
who will be teaching the session on Creating a Jewish Home. “I
hope to then provide a variety of options and ideas that the cou-
ples could consider integrating into their future home.”

This program is suitable for people who have a Jewish back-
ground but need a reminder and for those who really don’t know
where to start. 

Weekly sessions will run from Sunday, March 9 to Sunday April
13 from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. Guest specialists will be on hand each
week for the learning sessions. Program topics will include:

Jewish rituals and traditions with Tracy Kasner Greaves
(Congregation Etz Chayim)

Creating a Jewish home with Sherry Wolfe-Elazar (long-time
mother)

Financial planning for your family now that you have a baby
with Blair Worb (Worb Financial)

How to support each other and maintain a strong relationship
with Randee Pollock (Jewish Child & Family Service)

Baby Safety: CPR & First-Aid for Choking for baby and child
with Cheryll DeGraeve, Rady JCC

A special Shabbat Dinner with this new cohort will close the
session on Friday April 25.

Jewish Baby U also provides a unique opportunity to be a part
of a community and create lasting friendships. All couples are
welcome and encouraged to attend. Sessions will be hosted by
Shannon Golding. 

“This program is of particular interest to me, as when I was
researching prenatal classes for my husband and me, I would have
loved for us to participate in one within the Jewish community, It
would have been a great way to gather information relevant to us,
as well a wonderful opportunity to meet other Jewish couples who
were expecting at the same time as us” shares Golding. 

In addition there will be an opportunity to learn about Jewish
community resources. 

Please register at (204) 477-7510 or www.radyjcc.com. For
more information, please contact Rebecca Brask at (204) 477-
7533 or rbrask@radyjcc.com

The Rady JCC acknowledges the generous support of the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba. 

Rady JCC Launches Jewish Baby U
For New and Expectant Parents 



Gray Academy retreat combined spiritual and physical renewal

By JOSH MUYAL (Grade 10 student at Gray Academy) 
The 2014 edition of Gray Academy’s annual student retreat was def-

initely one to remember. Barry Bender (retreat co-ordinator) continued
his long-lasting reputation of demonstrating to the students at Gray
Academy of Jewish Education, Grades 10-12, the essence of how
Shabbat should not only be experienced, but also felt. 

Arriving just outside of Lac du Bonnet at Camp Cedarwood, we had
a quick bite to eat, and the weekend experiences began. In our first
session we were asked one very simple question: “Who are we as per-
sons?” This question allowed us to delve into our own feelings about
who we are as individuals. After this incredibly deep session, Barry
decided to lighten up the load by  gathering us in the lobby, where we
danced till we dropped. Speaking of dropping, our fearless leader
Barry decided to try his hand at the human air toss, which involved
pairs of individuals facing each other all in a row, with their hands
interlocked with each other. Unfortunately for Barry, that was not his
lucky day, as he got tossed a little too hard - head-first into the floor -
all in good fun though! 

Our next session revolved around bullying. It started off by seeing a
series of videos involving different degrees of bullying. After these
videos, Barry talked about his own first-hand personal experiences
with bullying, after which he brought in a large wooden board, in
which he asked each of the students to come up one by one and ham-
mer a nail into the board. After each student had completed this task,
he asked each student to again come up one by one, but this time
remove one nail from the board. At that point the board was left with
holes. This signified that even when someone is bullied, and the bully
apologizes, there will always be a hole left within that person. 

By Friday morning we had two choices: to do Sha’acharit or “cre-
ative Tefillah”. Creative Tefillah is basically talking about G-d and the
Torah. After this we had breakfast and a quick session, followed by
free time, in which we could go outside and toboggan, cross-country
ski, etc. After that it was time to get ready for Shabbat. Shabbat was
welcomed by a big bang as we all came together and sang Jewish
songs. The most popular song we sang as a group was called “Minyan
Man”, which was written by a friend of Barry’s. Shabbat was now
here! After a delicious Shabbat dinner cooked by the many wonderful
volunteers, we sang Birkat Ha’Mazon. 

Shabbat morning started off with Shacharit, followed by Musaf. After
lunch we had free time to go back outside! During Saturday afternoon
we had a series of different sessions regarding various Jewish topics. 

In my opinion, Havdallah was the most intense, heartfelt and over-

all satisfying experience I had on this retreat. We walked into the
lobby where there was an array of candles. The Grade 12’s sit in a cir-
cle in the middle of the floor and Barry had the advisors all stand up
in a line and talk about their experiences at this retreat and how it
moved them. After all the advisors had talked, Barry took the micro-
phone and talked about his experiences. He mentioned in his speech
that I was the first son of someone else he had also had on a retreat.
Afterwards we had a huge party -  it was our last big hoorah. 

A big thanks to all of the volunteers and to all of the advisors. But
the biggest thanks must go to the one and only Barry Bender. See you
next year, Barry!

Grade 10-12 Gray Academy students at the school’s annual retreat
at Camp Cedarwood, just outside of Lac du Bonnet
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The Israel Pavilion-Shalom Square 

is inviting candidates to apply for the positions of 
 

Male & Female Youth Ambassadors 

Male and Female Adult Ambassadors  
 

 

Folklorama 2014 

Sunday, August 10 –Saturday, August 16 

Rady Jewish Community Centre 
 

 

Youth applicants must be between  

14 and 17 years old as of May 1, 2013 

 
 

We are looking for enthusiastic and energetic individuals who 

would enjoy sharing our culture with other people. 

 

Applicants must be available for several small events 
throughout the summer and while the Festival is running from 

 August 3 - 16 

 

Applications are available at the Rady JCC Membership Desk or at www.radyjcc.com. 

 
For further information contact Rebecca Brask  

at rbrask@radyjcc.com or 204-477-7533 

 

Deadline for applications is March 21, 2013 

Israel Pavilion-Shalom Square 
Invites Applicants for 

Youth & Adult Ambassador Positions
The Rady JCC is pleased to announce that the Israel Pavilion-

Shalom Square will be participating in Winnipeg’s 
multi-cultural celebration Folklorama from Sunday, August 10 to

Saturday, August 16. Not only is this a wonderful celebration of
Israel but we have the opportunity to showcase the best of Israel
by highlighting Israel’s contributions to the world. 

The Israel Pavilion is inviting candidates to apply for the posi-
tions of Adult and Youth Ambassadors. We are looking for enthu-
siastic and energetic individuals who would enjoy sharing our
culture with other people. Not only do ambassadors spend the
week at Shalom Square welcoming visitors and guests, they also
represent the community and promote Israel at events during the
summer and at the other pavilions. 

Youth applicants must be between 14 and 17 years old as of
May 1, 2014 and Adult Ambassadors must be at least 18 years old
by May 1, 2014. 

Applications can be found on-line at www.radyjcc.com or at the
Rady JCC Membership Services Desk.

Application deadline is March 21, 2014. For more information
contact Rebecca Brask at rbrask@radyjcc.com

Netanyahu, Obama set March meeting in Washington
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

will meet with President Obama in Washington next month. 
Netanyahu confirmed the meeting, to be held during the first week

in March, on Monday evening, Feb. 10,  after reports appeared ear-
lier in the day in the Israeli media. 

In addition to meeting with Obama during his five days in the
United States, Netanyahu will speak at the annual American Israel
Public Affairs Committee Policy Conference. AIPAC confirmed the
prime minister’s appearance at the three-day conference beginning
March 2. 

Netanyahu told reporters at the end of a meeting of his Likud
party’s Knesset faction that the trip has four purposes, including dis-
cussions on Iran and the current U.S.-brokered Israeli-Palestinian
peace process. 



Short takes
As I write my latest drivel, I’m sitting in a

room in Sedona, Arizona - which is not exact-
ly like Winnipeg, Manitoba.

How did I end up here? Unlike a good
many other people who make the pilgrimage
to Sedona seeking some kind of psychic
transformation, my wife and I took advantage
of  fantastically cheap airfares offered by the
very small American airline, Allegiant Air,

which flies out of points such as Grand Forks to such destinations as
Las Vegas and Phoenix (well, actually Mesa). We had some points
accumulated that we could use in booking a week’s vacation here,
and everyone to whom I had talked who had been to Sedona had mar-
veled at its beauty.

The weather though, was an added bonus. We had been expecting
temperatures in the mid to high teens at best, but we had temps in the
low to high twenties all week. The inordinately high temperatures,
however, may be great for tourists but, combined with the severe
drought that’s affecting the entire southwest U.S., it portends a sum-
mer of sizzling heat and likely a tremendous number of forest fires.
The locals here are on edge in anticipation of what lies in store for
them.

Now, while others who may have made the trip to Sedona may have
come in search of spiritual renewal at one of the many sites that sup-
posedly hold great mystical power, being the total skeptic that I am, I
haven’t been swayed by the lure of psychic transformation through the
power of the many “vortexes” that many others claim to have encoun-
tered in such places as Cathedral Rock, Bell Rock or Boynton Canyon.
Instead, I  enjoyed the challenging hiking and climbing that awaits
anyone who is up for those challenges. It was a mite dangerous at
times - especially when we tried ascending Bell Rock and my wife
slipped and landed on a cactus.  Ouch - that was painful as I pulled
out needles from a sensitive part of her body. All that I could think of
was receiving a citation from the Arizona State Authority for damag-
ing a piece of Arizona wildlife.

Still, Meachelle seems to have found her Nirvana here - and while
we were joined by our quirky yoga-teaching son Jordan for a time, the
two of them found mystic revelation everywhere while I thought of
such mundane issues as whether Sandy Shindleman is being unfairly
subjected to anti-Semitic attacks.

You see, everywhere I go when I travel I keep in touch with what’s
happening at home via computer and iphone. One of my semi-regu-
lar e-mail correspondents sent me a transcript of an interview that
Charles Adler had conducted on Feb. 10 with Bob Downs, who is a
senior developer with Shindico. Here is part of that interview:

Adler: There’s a whisper campaign going on in this town, and I think
you’re aware of it, and one of the things I don’t like about whisper

campaigns, whisper
campaigns generally
aren’t about enlight-
ening the public and
it’s not in the interest
of the public to have
whispering cam-
paigns. 

They pay me a, a
good buck, to ask,
questions that need to
be asked. So I’m not
going to just keep the
whispering campaign
going so I’m going to
ask, and I’m going to
ask you to be as trans-
parent as possible
about this.

The whisper is, that
one of the reasons
Shindico is being tar-
geted as it is, is
because Shindico has
a Jewish problem
because the CEO and
president of Shindico
is Sandy Shindleman
who’s a prominent
Jewish businessman
and, one of the most
successful Jewish
businessmen in North
America. 

And that if Sandy Shindleman wasn’t the president and CEO of
Shindico , Shindico would not be getting the kind of reputation it has
been getting the past couple of years. Can you comment on that, does
Shindico have a Jewish problem?

Downs: I can only say, we’re extremely proud of the work we do
and, extremely proud of the relationship that we have um, with, uh,
our clients, we were extremely proud of the work, or, the relationship
we had with the city, but we’re extremely disappointed with the uh
comments in the media, the, eh comments made by individuals in the
city, coverage in media, terribly disappointed with representatives of
CTF and uh, it’s, its not something justified given how we do our busi-
ness.

Adler: You grew up in Portage La Prairie, your dad owned a little
business, so did Sandy Shindleman’s father. Your family knew their
family. You’re a good Christian man Bob Downs.

Downs: Correct.
Adler: How do you feel about the fact that your friend Sandy

Shindleman gets targeted because of his faith?
Downs: I am extremely disappointed . I , I have have often said it’s

harder to work for Jewish families which I’ve done all my life than it is
to be a Jewish family, I probably don’t know that for a fact but I believe
it all the time.

The issue of Sandy Shindleman’s close connection with Mayor Sam
Katz and whether that connection may have played a part in what I
think can be fairly termed the fire hall scandal first arose in the sum-
mer of 2012, thanks mainly to the work of two reporters, Sean
Kavanaugh of the CBC, and Bartley Kives of the Free Press.

I also wrote about what I thought was the very troubling connection
that appeared to exist not only between Katz and Shindleman, but
also between then-City CAO Phil Sheegl and Shindleman.

In response to what I wrote, well-know lawyer Rocky Kravetsky
wrote a piece that I printed in this paper and posted on our website.
(It went on to become one of the five most widely-read pieces ever
posted to our website, garnering over 5,000 hits.)

Here, in part, is what Rocky Kravetsky wrote, responding to my sug-
gestion that as Jews, we should feel embarrassed over the very close
relationship that appeared to exist among Katz, Sheegl and
Shindleman:

People who voted for Sam Katz for Mayor because they believed he
was a successful entrepreneur and financial wiz should be embar-
rassed. They should be embarrassed for not taking the time to ask what
steak there was behind the sizzle of Sam’s self promotion. Even the
most basic inquiry - a search of Manitoba Court Registry records avail-
able on line - would have raised questions. It would have told those
voters that successful businessman Sam had gone bankrupt in 1979
and that in 2004, when he was first elected mayor, he was defendant
in lawsuits claiming over $930,000, plus others with no amount spec-
ified. (Four of the lawsuits claiming specific amounts were discontin-
ued in 2005, the year after Sam became mayor and another in 2009;
a sixth appears on the court record to be unresolved).

The media should be embarrassed for providing no information
about any of Sam’s financial troubles and for accepting without ques-
tion or investigation Sam’s solemn assertions that business had been
good to him. A good place to start asking questions would have been
about the dealings behind those several lawsuits. Yes, lawsuits are how
we resolve disputes in a civilized society and being party to one, even
suffering judgment, is not itself evidence of wrongdoing or immoral
conduct. But a cluster of lawsuits from banks and business associates
would at least bear looking into when the defendant is running for
mayor claiming to be a successful businessman. Maybe Sam just got
into a lot of disagreements with people. Or maybe he was just a bad
businessman. As a voter I’d have liked to have known which it was.

Past mayors and councillors should be embarrassed for creating and
sustaining the very culture that allowed the current situation to exist.
In my time I have seen decisions made in breach of clear statutory
requirements, when meeting schedules were manipulated, when
closed door commitments were made long before public hearings,
when a councillor had expressed closed-minded bias prior to a public
hearing. None of these involved the current mayor, the current CAO
or Shindico (or, so far as I can tell, anybody Jewish) but they are a part
of the culture at City Hall into which Katz and Sheegl have been
socialized. The days when the public could have confidence in the
processes of city government, if ever there were such days, were cer-
tainly long gone before those two arrived at City Hall. Inches of irreg-
ular conduct soon leads to miles.

What Rocky Kravetsky pinpoints is a culture of neglect and deliber-
ate avoidance of proper procedure that began long before our current
mayor took office.

Yet, despite Charles
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Adler’s apparent dismay over
what he described as a “whis-
per campaign”, centering

around Sandy Shindleman’s being Jewish, it is somewhat disingenu-
ous to claim that Sandy Shindleman is being targeted because of his
faith. Sure - that’s a part of it, and anti-Semites out there are only too
glad to seize on that aspect of the story to focus on the Jewish con-
nection.

But the fact is that had Sandy Shindleman not been Jewish, there
would still have been a vast odour emanating from what went on
over the fire-hall story. 

As Jews, do we need to circle the wagons and ignore every other
aspect of this story simply because Sandy Shindleman, Sam Katz and
Phil Sheegl are Jewish? I would say not, troubling as it may be that
anti-Semitism has become a central part of the story. 

We don’t have to expect any higher standard of behavior from our
mayor or any businessman simply because they happen to be Jewish,
but if there are close connections between them that may have influ-
enced decision-making at City Hall, well, let’s not turn the story into

another case of Jews being subjected to unfair criticism simply
because of their background.

In a similar vein, the recent upsurge in support for the BDS  move-
ment (Boycott, Divest, Sanctions) certainly contains outright ele-
ments of anti-Semitism, but it is by no means simply another mani-
festation of anti-Semitism and nothing else.

Let’s be honest about it: This movement is gathering steam, espe-
cially within academic institutions. Regardless whether the accusa-
tions that are leveled at Israel for being an apartheid state have any
merit, it is naive to think that simply complaining that anyone who
calls for a boycott, either of Israeli companies that have a presence
on the West Bank, or Israeli academics in general is anti-Semitic, will
have much effect.

Israelis - and Jews worldwide are particularly sensitive to the notion
that Israeli academics will not be allowed to visit certain institutions,
reminiscent as that kind of ostracism is to what went on in Nazi
Germany. Yet many Jews themselves are critical of Israeli government
policies in the West Bank - and no, it’s not because they’re “self-hat-
ing Jews”. (How I hate that term.)

Again, like the issue of Shindico’s dealings with City Hall, the issue
of Israeli policies vis-a-vis the West Bank is quite complex. Simply
conflating criticism of Israel with anti-Semitism misses the mark,
although there are elements of anti-Semitism within much of that crit-
icism. 

But, just as we should insist on a greater transparency at City Hall,
regardless who is involved, we should also be willing to criticize
Israel for certain aspects of governmental policy. The problem with
responding to criticism of Israel though, as Myron Love has pointed
out repeatedly in his many opinion pieces, is that no amount of
appeasement of Israel’s critics is likely to satisfy the majority of them,
short of Israel’s virtual self-destruction.
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Comment
Palestinian human rights organization puts the lie to “Israel bad, Palestinian good” fables
By MYRON LOVE 

The (much vilified) American Studies Association and other acade-
mic groups that are calling for boycotts of Israeli universities and pro-
fessors on the spurious grounds that Israel prevents Palestinians from
receiving a university education should have a look at a new report
just released by an organization called the Palestinian Independent
Commission for Human Rights (ICHR). It might give the ASA members
a clearer idea of where the true villainy lays.

First of all, a report by David Goldman on the website, PJ MEdia,
reports that “a fifth of Israel’s medical students are Arab, as are a third
of the students at the University of Haifa. Ariel University across the
“Green Line” in Samaria, the “settler’s university,” is educating a
whole generation of West Bank Arabs.”

In a story written by Khaled Abu Tuomeh for the Gatestone Institute,
the veteran Palestinian Journalist (who actually lives in one of those
supposedly all-Jewish Jerusalem neighbourhoods) reports that the
ICHR has levellned a number of charges against Hamas and the
Palestinian Authority in regard to violations of Palestinian human
rights and freedoms.

Let us look at the universities first. During the last week of January,
Abu Tuomeh quotes from the report, Hamas security forces raided two
university campuses in the Gaza Strip and used excessive force to dis-
perse student protests against high tuition.

In the West Bank, the Preventive Security Service summoned for
interrogation a number of students suspected of involvement in polit-
ical activities, and, the report revealed, a university in Jericho expelled
a student on suspicion that his brother and cousin belonged to Hamas.

Earlier in February, representatives of ICHR met with PA Interior
Minister Said Abu Ali and discussed with him cases of torture and
human rights violations in the West Bank. They also discussed the
continued security crackdown on Palestinian students at Bir Zeit
University in the West Bank. Many students have complained that
they were being targeted for “political reasons” by various branches of
the Palestinian security establishment.

Now contrast that with Israeli universities. Arab-Israeli students
attending Israeli universities meet with no problems. And they as well
as many Israeli professors can spout the most extreme and outlandish
anti-Israel garbage and experience no repercussions.

The report, notes Abu Tuomeh, also lists cases of torture and mis-
treatment in PA and Hamas prisons. ICHR pointed to an increase in
the number of torture cases in prisons belonging to the PA’s much-
feared Preventive Security Service in the West Bank. During January,
ICHR wrote that it received 56 complaints about torture and mistreat-
ment in Palestinian prisons: 36 in the Gaza Strip and 19 in the West
Bank. In addition, the human rights organization received innumer-
able complaints about arbitrary and unlawful arrests of Palestinians by

the PA and Hamas. ICHR related that it received 85 complaints dur-
ing January concerning unlawful and arbitrary arrests by the two
Palestinian governments. Many detainees said they were taken into
custody for “politically-motivated” offenses. With regards to torture,
the organization stated that it received complaints from Palestinians
who said they had been tortured while in detention in Palestinian
Authority and Hamas prisons.

ICHR wrote that it also received complaints from Palestinians who
accused the Palestinian Authority security forces in the West Bank of
unlawfully seizing their money.

The organization also received complaints about assaults on free-
dom of expression and the media, as well as on peaceful protests and
academic freedoms. As for assaults on freedom of expression and
peaceful protests, the human rights organization pointed out that on
January 12, 2014, PA policemen used force to break up a protest by
Palestinian youths north of Ramallah. Between 60-70 protesters, the
report continued, were wounded in the head and legs after policemen
attacked them with clubs and stun grenades.

On January 28, 2014, Palestinian Authority policemen used live
ammunition to disperse stone-throwers in the center of Ramallah,
according to the report. It also stated that there was no reason for the
use of live ammunition during the incident. Four protesters were
wounded, the report documented, when policemen attacked them
with clubs.

If Israeli soldiers were involved, the PA would run screaming to the
United Nations Council on Human Rights which would immediately
convene a special session to condemn Israeli aggression against
Palestinians.

“That Hamas is responsible for human rights violations and assaults
on freedom of expression should not come as a surprise to anyone,”
Abu Tuomeh writes. “But what is surprising is that the Palestinian
Authority leadership, which often boasts that Palestinians living under
its jurisdiction enjoy freedom of expression and democracy, is contin-
uing to lie not only to its constituents, but also to the Western media
and international donors about its human rights record. The PA has
been successful in diverting attention from these problems by putting
all the blame on Israel. As far as the PA is concerned, Israel alone is
responsible for human rights violations and assaults on freedom of
expression and the media.

“Evidently, most Western journalists, governments and human rights
groups have chosen to endorse the Palestinian Authority’s stance that
the only evil-doers are the Israelis. And that is precisely why the ICHR
report about the anarchy, lawlessness and human rights violations by
the PA and Hamas will be completely ignored in the West.”

Dear Bernie,
Usually when I read something from you that I disagree with (which

is often), I just roll my eyes and move on. But today, I fell out of my
chair. You actually wrote that it’s been a “very long time” since Wpg
had a Jewish MP. In fact, it’s been all of half a term - ANITA NEVILLE!!!

Regards,
Shane Lasker

Oops - I’ll have to have a word with our fact-checker.
-Bernie

LETTER

Short takes
(Continued from previous page.)



Of crooked brothers, poor boys and palm trees 

It would seem that
a growing number of
younger members of
our Jewish commu-
nity are making their
mark on the local
music scene. Take
Jesse Matas, for one.
Matas is a member
of “The Crooked
Brothers” (which
also includes Matt
Foster and Darwin
Baker), an eight-
year-old folk music
trio who are off to
Europe shortly for
the third tour of the
continent.

Matas has been
surrounded by music and making music most
of his life. “My dad played drums in a band in
high school and still plays harmonica,” Matas
says. “We had a lots of blues records in the
house and there was always music in the air.”

The young Matas started with piano lessons
when he was five. He has since graduated to
guitar, mandolin and banjo. He joined his
first band at the age of 13 while attending
River Heights Junior High School. In his later
high school years, he was part of punk and
scrunge bands.

“A lot of us punk rockers in Winnipeg
evolved into playing folk music with acoustic

instruments,” he
notes. “A lot of the
lyrics in folk music

are similar to punk lyrics. There is usually a
message and political commentary.”

Matas met “Crooked Brothers” band mate
Matt Foster while they were both studying
International Development at the University
of Winnipeg. “Darwin (Baker) and Matt
played together in a punk rock band,” Matas
says.

One of the musical highlights for Matas
was an invitation for The Crooked Brothers to
perform at the Winnipeg Folk Festival in
2011. “I grew up going to the Folk Festival
every year,” he says. “Appearing on stage
there was fantastic.”

The band’s European tours have included
stops in the Netherlands, Belgium, France,
Germany, Switzerland, Italy, the Czech
Republic and Poland. The tour coming up
will include their first appearance in England.
They have been invited to perform at The
Great Escape Festival in Brighton. 

The Crooked Brothers have two albums out
which, Matas says, have sold very well. The
threesome are working on their third CD,
which is scheduled for a fall release.

Now very few people involved in the arts
can earn a living from art alone and Matas is
no exception. He has been working as a car-
penter for the past ten years – that experience
has included building two log cabins in the
High Lake area in the Whiteshell. He also
took up masonry a few months ago. “I like
learning new things and working with my
hands,” he says.

“As a band, we have been lucky to have
realized many of our dreams. As long as we
are doing well enough, we hope to continue
doing what we are doing.”

* * *
Gilad Carroll, Alex Chochinov and Josh

Winestock are members of Palm Trees, a new
band they helped found last fall.

Why Palm Tree? “We were inspired by the
Camp Massad logo,” says Carroll, who plays
guitar and sings. “All three of us were long-
time Camp Massad campers.”

Chochinov and Carroll were previously
band mates in “Poor Boy”, a band that
included David Rosenbaum on bass and Josh
Palay on drums. Palay left the band to go into
medicine and Rosenbaum is studying IT at
Red River College.

Carroll and Chochinov have been making
music together on guitar since they were both
ten years old. In building their new band,
they recruited Winestock, recently returned
from studies in Toronto, who plays keyboard
and the organ, and Interlake musicians Brian
Gluck (drums) and Cory Hykaway (bass),
whom Carroll and Chochinov knew from
their summers with their families at the
beach.

Carroll describes the band’s music as a mix
of jazz, classic rock and roll and blues. They
have performed in recent weeks at the Park
Theatre, the new Union Sound Hall in Market
Square and at the Windsor Hotel. They are
currently working on their first full-length
album and putting the pieces together for
their first professional visit to Toronto and
Montreal in May.

To help pay the bills, Winestock is working
for the Jewish Federation as the new Hillel
Director, Chochinov at Bernstein’s Deli and
Carroll is the new assistant editor of Stylus
Magazine, Winnipeg’s only magazine dedi-
cated to the music scene in our city.

Carroll says that the band members would
eventually like to become involved in scoring
sound tracks for film. “We create an atmos-
phere, an ambiance with our music,” he says.
“Doing film work would be fun.”
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MYRON LOVE

JOSH WINESTOCK on far left, GILAD CARROLL next to Winestock,
ALEX CHOCHINOV on far right - who, together, make up “Palm
Trees”, named for the Camp Massad symbolJESSE MATAS: member of folk music trio

“The Crooked Brothers”, soon to tour
Europe for the third time
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
Yohanan Petrovsky-Shtern’s book “Lenin’s

Jewish Question” (2010) tells the story of
Moshke Blank, Lenin’s maternal great grand-
father who was a Yiddish speaking shtetl Jew.
Blank hated his fellow Jews so much (they
blamed him for burning up the shtetl when he
was innocent) he converted to Christianity.
Lenin never meet his Jewish ancestors nor did
he know they were converts. He was a
Marxist and internationalist.

Only after the collapse of the Soviet Union
this information was released and is used by
anti-Semites to debunk Communism. We Jews
can learn from this book about the hardships
of Russian Jewish in modern times. Highly
recommended.

My qualms with theories of evolution
What kind of igno-

rant people still refuse
to accept the theory of
evolution? 

There are few ques-
tions in society more
polarizing than evolu-
tion. These days the
people who occupy
the “high ground”

take particular glee in ridiculing the ignorance of
those who refuse to accept the overwhelming sci-
entific evidence. To question evolution is to
brand oneself an ignoramus.

And yet…I don’t buy it.
There are actually two theories of evolution,

which I like to call the “weak theory” and the
“strong theory”. The “weak theory” is simply that
we are evolved from the primeval slime, and
there is nothing especially controversial about
that. It’s not so hard to believe that we are
evolved from monkeys, and if we are,n then why
not let the monkeys be evolved from…oh, I don’t
know, gophers maybe?...and from there back to
rodents, and so on. Have you ever found yourself
in a Mexican standoff with a mouse cowering
under the refrigerator just out of reach? How dif-
ferent is the look you see in its eyes from the look
he sees in your eyes? We are all brothers (or
cousins at least) under the skin. 

It’s the “strong theory” that bothers me. What is
the “strong theory”? It’s basically the same as the
“weak theory”, with one additional claim. The
strong theory claims to know why and how we
got from A to Z: we got here by means of natural
selection driven by random errors in the genetic
code. There are basically two ways you can
screw up the genetic code: your DNA can take a
hit from a cosmic particle and get disrupted, or
you can have a “replication error” during the
process of meiosis (which of course you remem-
ber learning all about in Grade 9). Either way, the
error is totally random and in the great majority
of cases it will be harmful if not fatal. The “strong
theory” says that all advanced life forms (espe-
cially us) are the result of the enhanced survival
rates of those few individuals, starting out as jel-
lyfish, whose genetic defects turned out to have
beneficial side-effects. 

I don’t mind that we started out as jellyfish. I
haven’t studied the taxonomy in detail, but I’m
willing to believe that there is a reasonable con-
tinuum within the animal kingdom whereby one
species can gradually develop new characteris-
tics which cumulatively over time result in enor-
mous changes. Furthermore, I don’t think that the
“weak theory” is especially problematic for the
religious…not even the literal fundamentalists.
We’ve all heard the theory of how God planted
the fossils under the ground when he created the
universe 6000 years ago; why wouldn’t He also
create all life forms in a pattern which admits of

By

MARTY GREEN

Continued on page 23. See “Marty Green”.



Inroduction: In the Feb. 5 issue, we carried the
first part of an interview with Joe Wilder, in which he
talked about his early years growing up, first at the
corner of Alexander and Salter, later on Cathedral
Avenue.

In this issue we have the second part of the inter-
view, in which Wilder explains how he came to have
such a long-lasting commitment to the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba.

JP&N: Let’s talk a little bit about your involvement
with the Jewish Foundation. Were you involved
since its inception, which is what – 1964?

Wilder: No. My mother was a resident of the
Sharon Home. (Note: Wilder pronounced “Sharon”
the way Ariel Sharon’s name was pronounced, not
the way the girl’s name “Sharon” would be pro-
nounced, so I interjected, asking): “You call it the
Sharon (as in Ariel) Home?

Wilder: I shouldn’t, I know.
JP&N: It’s interesting – Ariel Sharon.
Wilder: He’s on my mind right now. Anyway,

David Cohen came to speak one day and he spoke
beautifully and eloquently and I became convinced that was the place
I should really spend some of my time. That was about ten years ago
and after talking with David I wound up on the board and that’s what
happened. I’ve been on the board for eight or ten years now

JP&N: But you were president once before, weren’t you?
Wilder: No.
JP&N: Then I’m mistaken. I’ve made two mistakes so far. I’m sure I’ll

make a few more.
That’s interesting that this is your first term as president. I would have

thought that someone with your experience would have served as pres-
ident before. Were you ever asked to serve as president before?

Wilder: No – I can’t ever recall being asked before. I’m sure it was
open to me. But I’ve always had a great interest in the Foundation
because I see it as a guarantee for the longevity of the Jewish commu-
nity, and that’s what attracted me to it and that’s why I’m involved in the
Foundation right now.

JP&N: So, speaking
about the
Foundation, being
perfectly candid, I
know that the finan-
cial situation of the
Foundation – while it
wasn’t dire (in 2008),
because of the stock
market crash, the
endowment had
gone down to some-
thing like $57 mil-
lion from close to
$70 (million).

Wilder: Well, it did
the same thing with
everyone else in the
market. After 2008 it
went drastically
down. Anyone who
was in the market, as
we were, or are, was
going to lose that
dough, and that’s
what happened. And
today, of course,
we’re right back up
there. We’re at about
$84 million or $84.8
million if you want to
know the exact, up-
t o - t h e - m i n u t e
amount. 

You may be inter-
ested to know that,
when the Foun-
dation started, it did-
n’t get involved in
equities at all. It was
in straight GIC’s and
things of that nature
– interest-bearing
certificates. There

was no stock market involvement whatsoever at the
outset.

When interest rates dropped so low and equities
were doing reasonably well, most foundations
across North America decided they better start
investing elsewhere.

You know, we’re generally among the majority in
the way we proceed and we have gone into equities,
just as everyone else has, and over time it’s proven
to be a good thing to do.

JP&N: I believe you’ve had various teams of advis-
ers. Is that still the case?

Wilder: It’s not entirely accurate to say we’ve had
various teams of advisers. We had one person –
there was a firm who managed our investments to
this extent: They would indicate to us who the
experts were in the various different divisions we
were investing in – who were the experts in fixed
income; who were the experts in Canadian equities;
who were the experts in American equities, and they
would appoint for us, at our direction, four or five
different firms, and we would apportion our money

accordingly.
We found that wasn’t the best use of our money and in the last two

years we’ve gone to one adviser who has a number of these funds with-
in its own ambit, within its own power, and we invest with that adviso-
ry firm – I shouldn’t say exclusively, because they too have others that
they bring into the field. For the most part we deal with Mercer &
Company and those are principal advisers, and they invest most of our
money. 

We’ve changed our investment philosophy. We have found over the
years – we were told – that most investment advisers don’t beat the mar-
ket on a consistent basis, so we’ve gone to something called “passive
investments”, where we really buy an index, as it were. We want to buy
something that mimics the TSX or the TSX500 or something like that.

JP&N: How much has the Foundation been distributing in recent
years? Has it been about $10 million a year?

Wilder: Oh no, no. Well – figure it out. We’ve been anywhere from
$70 million to 75 (in total endowment) and more recently we’re over
$84 million, I’m happy to say.

We’re required by law to pay out at least 3 and a half percent. So –
we’ve been distributing close to $3 million a year. It used to be that peo-
ple were required to pay out five per cent of what they had, but the gov-
ernment recognized that people weren’t earning that kind of money –
and most endowments went down. So we’re down to the minimum that
we must distribute and we’re hoping, because we’ve done not too badly
lately, we’re hoping to increase that.

JP&N: I remember looking at the American situation where their
requirements (for foundations) are more stringent. They have to distrib-
ute more. I think it’s reasonable to expect that you would be prudent as
opposed to being overly generous, but what about the amount that’s
given to non-Jewish recipients. Is that something that’s decided by the
board – in terms of the discretionary distributions?

Wilder: We live in Manitoba and we want to be good Manitoba
Canadian citizens and we do want to contribute to our society general-
ly. For example, when major projects come up, like the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights, the big fundraising program for the zoo –
we thought we should be involved in that because it was a necessary
and reasonable contribution.

We try to keep our contributions outside the Jewish community to
roughly ten per cent with respect to our general funds, but all of our
funds aren’t there at our discretion to be distributed. There are what are
called donor-advised funds where Bernie Bellan might have left an
endowment of a million dollars and said “whatever comes I want it to
go to the “Sharon Home” (deliberately mispronouncing the name
“Sharon” as in Ariel “Sharon” rather than the way the girl’s name would
be pronounced).

So most of our funds are donor-advised funds. That’s what’s happen-
ing these days where donors want to be involved in where their money
goes – and that’s fine with us. They will sit with our people and decide
from time to time – either it’s a gift that goes to the same place all the
time or else it will be it will be something that the donor will consider
with our staff from time to time or their trustees will consider it with our
staff, and the gift will be made accordingly, but it will be then be up to
the donor whether the gift goes to the Jewish community or to the non-
Jewish community and I don’t know what those percentages are.

JP&N: Of all the Foundation’s forays into the community, I’d say the
“Book of Life” event has been the most successful. It’s really captured
the imagination and it’s become a highlight of the fall season now. I
know that when you walk into the Campus and you see the book, it’s
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JP&N interview Temple Shalom’s “A Face to the Place” 
Miral and Robert Gabor

Miral: I am in my second term as President of Temple Shalom. I have belonged
to Temple Shalom for over 25 years. I joined at the age of 21 after Rabbi Eric
Silver suggested that as an adult I should be a full-fledged member. My father,
Phillip Schachter, served twice as President of Temple Shalom and was instru-
mental buying our synagogue. Our three sons had their B’nai Mitzvot at the
Temple, as well as my brother, Saul, sister Seema, and I. Our brother, Harry, is
president of a synagogue in Toronto, so it runs in the family. 

Temple Shalom means a great deal to me, and I strive to lead a vibrant syna-
gogue. When I’m not busy with Temple activities, I love playing bridge, exercis-
ing, and occasionally substituting at the Gray Academy in Winnipeg. I enjoy trav-
el and reading, and always find Shabbat services at the Temple to be very uplift-
ing.

Robert: In my personal life, I am the spouse of the President and I support my
wife in her role as the President. My role model was Dennis Thatcher. A few years
ago my wife asked if I would do the request on Yom Kippur. I asked if that was a
real question or a rhetorical one. She chuckled and said “pretty rhetorical”. I said
that in that case I would be honoured. 

Temple Shalom is important in our family’s lives as it provides a link to our his-
tory and faith. I enjoy Rabbi Karen, the services and the hamish nature of the con-
gregation. 

In my professional life, I am a partner in the law firm Aikins MacAulay &
Thorvaldson LLP. My practice is in the field of corporate commercial law with an
emphasis in technology law. I work with many start-up technology companies
through the Winnipeg business incubator, Manitoba Technology Accelerator. I am
involved with a number of Jewish organizations including Canadian Friends of
Hebrew University where I am a member of the local chapter, sit on the National
Board of Directors as well as on the International Board of Governors of Hebrew
University. I visit Israel each year and the first place I visit each time is Yad
Vashem. I also sit on the Community Relations Committee of the Jewish
Federation and the Local partners Committee of Canada Israel Jewish Affairs.
Finally, I am a devoted member of the early morning crew at the Rady Centre and
attend six days a week, lest I receive a call asking why I was not there.
Fri Feb 21 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Faye Mount with Cantor Len Udow
Sat Feb 22 9:30am Shabbat Shacharit Service led by the New Shul with potluck 

Kiddush to follow
Sat Feb 22 12pm Yoga Shalom
Sun Feb 23 2pm Candle Making Workshop with Sara Raymond
Fri Feb 28 7:30pm Shabbat Service led by TS’s Religious School with Cantor Len Udow
Fri Feb 28 8:45pm Presentation “Torah Stitch by Stitch” by Marilyn Cass, Social Hall
Fri Mar 7 8pm Friday Night Live Shabbat Service with Cantor Len & the FNL Band
Sat Mar 8 10:30am Shabbat Shacharit Family Service led by Jennifer Curtis-Lane & 

Catherine Emanuel with potluck Kiddush to follow
Sun Mar 9 2pm Hamantash baking workshop
Fri Mar 14 7:30pm TS’s annual Purim Shpiel
Sat Mar 15 7:30pm Havdalah & Adult Ed “Purim Hagaddah” led by Rabbi Karen Soria
Sun Mar 16 10am Megillah Reading led by Rabbi Karen Soria
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always open to a different page.
I wonder, are people turning the
pages themselves or is it being

done by someone from the Foundation office?
Wilder: (laughing) I can’t tell you that but it’s of great interest. I know

that people are looking at it all the time. It’s a great device for us, it’s a
great device for individuals who want their story to be told. You know,
you don’t want three lines on a tombstone alone – you want to be able
to tell your story and you can be a signer of the Book of Life, tell your
whole story, and it’s there in perpetuity.

From our point of view, the people who do this or are asked to do it and
participate in the program are asked to remember us in their wills. It’s an
honour system; we don’t enter into a written agreement but since that pro-
gram has been in effect we notice that it’s been very, very successful. So
many people who are signers have left money for us in their wills.

This year it’s not going to happen, unfortunately.
JP&N: Because you have the big gala (commemorating the

Foundation’s 50th anniversary).
Wilder: We have a big gala, in which we are recognizing all of our

pioneers and that gala is going to take place –(pausing) I can’t give you
the date on that…in October. We’re hoping to attract representatives of
most Jewish families in the city. We do want to pay tribute to the pio-
neers of Winnipeg. It should be a great event, but we can’t undertake
an event of that magnitude and put on the other dinner at the same
time, so we’re going to sacrifice it this year and the endowment dinner
will take place in 2015.

JP&N: You say you’re going to have representatives of most of the fam-
ilies of Winnipeg?

Wilder: Most may be the right word – I’m not sure.
JP&N: Is this sort of a Mafia gathering of the families?
Wilder: No, if you have most it can’t be the Mafia because I under-

stand the Mafia are usually a few. That word is not a word that I usually
use and I underline that it’s your word. What I’m hoping is that we attract
the pioneer families of Winnipeg and when I say a “pioneer family”, it
doesn’t have to be a family that has oodles of dough. 

I’m talking about a family that’s been here, that feels it made a contri-
bution and that – look up “pioneer” in the dictionary. That’s what I’m
talking about – that their family has made a contribution. We want them
all there. We’d love to see every pioneer family at a separate table. We’re
looking to get 7 or 800 people there and it’s going to be great fun.

JP&N: On that note we can end this. Thanks very much. 
Wilder: But I didn’t get to tell you my favourite stories.
JP&N: Well, it’s 24 minutes. (Which is how long I wanted to go for the

radio show).
Wilder: I could give you something for your paper.
JP&N: We can keep going.
Wilder: One time I was a school trustee for Winnipeg and I was asked

to officiate the opening of R.B. Russell School. Now I told you I was born
on Dufferin Avenue. R.B. Russell School happened to be on Dufferin on
the same piece of land that my grandmother’s house was on. So I was
there to officiate and tell the students – and all those assembled – that I
know this area very well. I was born under that exit sign right over there.

JP&N: That reminds me of Rodney Dangerfield’s line. He said that
when he was asked what “sign” he was born under, he said a “for sale’
sign.

Wilder: Well, I was born under the “exit” sign.
JP&N: And that’s your astrological sign. Any more stories?
Wilder: Oh, all kinds of them. We had an interesting experience. I

won’t forget, as a seven-year-old and my little Jewish mother was very
protective of her men and the store (on Alexander Avenue) was open 18
hours a day – from morning till 12 at night. I still don’t know how my
father managed to stock the shelves. But, it was day and night and every-
body worked. Even I, at the age of seven…

JP&N: Wait a moment. You said your “grandmother’s house”. 
Wilder: On Dufferin Avenue.
JP&N: So did your grandmother come over – was that your father’s

mother or your mother’s mother?
Wilder: I was born in my grandmother’s house on Dufferin Avenue

and we moved across the bridge to Alexander Avenue.
JP&N: So, your grandparents all came over?
Wilder: Yes, my father’s parents came and my mother’s parents came.

I was fortunate to know three of my four grandparents, as a result of
which I was able to speak Yiddish, although I won’t do it publicly, but
I certainly understand it.

One day, about 8 o’clock in the evening I guess, some drunk walks
in. My father stood about five foot three, my mother was four foot
eleven and he towered over my father and was giving him a pretty hard
time. My little Jewish mother wasn’t going to have any of it. She jumped
in the middle, jumped up – hit him in the face with her fist – broke her
hand, and the guy was so amazed he turned around and walked out.

But it was after that, I think, that my parents decided to move.
JP&N: You could have asked her to play for the Bombers then.
Wilder: That was too violent for her, but when it came to protecting

her men, she would stop at nothing.

Continued from previous page.
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The Rady JCC and National Council of Jewish Women 
present Women’s Health Series

Out of My Mind: Back in Five Minutes
Women and Mental Wellness 101

The Rady JCC and the National Council of Jewish
Women are pleased present this important program;
Women and Mental Wellness with Aida Strocovsky,
Psychotherapist. The program will take place on
Thursday, February 27 at 7:30 p.m. in the adult
lounge at the Rady JCC.

“Out of My Mind: Back in Five Minutes is intended
to be an informative and inspiring talk about mental
health issues and women, where we are at and what
can be done to overcome the challenges (and stigma)
associated with them, from a Jewish perspective.”
shares Aida. “Who should attend to this talk? Every
women that may be touched by the subject who is
pretty much everybody I know, their partners and
friends.”

Aida Strocovsky (MD) has been a psychotherapist

for 35 years and in two hemispheres. She trained as a
Psychiatrist in her native Argentina and maintained a
busy psychiatric practice until moving to Canada in
the late 1990s. She works with adolescents, adults,
couples, and families, has worked extensively in the
areas of drug addiction, domestic abuse, multicultur-
al counseling, and thrives working with complex fam-
ily and individual situations. She practices in English
& Spanish.

Everyone is welcome to this informative event.
Tickets are available by calling the Rady JCC or on-
line at www.radyjcc.com – Click on Ticket Central.
Tickets are can also be purchased through the
National Council of Jewish Women – Winnipeg
Section office at 204-339-7291 or by email at
ncjwws@shaw.ca

Community news
Dialogue Theology Director, Ridd
Institute for Religion & Global Policy,
following Dr. Okby’s lecture at the
Shaarey Zedek.

“She reminds us we are in an interconnected humanity on a shrink-
ing globe.”

A Bedouin is one who was born and raised in the desert, explained
Dr. Okby, the divorced mother of two young daughters, during her lec-
ture at the synagogue.

“Being a Bedouin is a life style,” she said, noting that there are about
200,000 Bedouins in Israel with most living in the Negev, and the vast
majority in impoverished conditions.

“It is not a religion, nor a nationality. Bedouins are an indigenous
Muslim minority, and Israeli citizens. Bedouins have the lowest socio-
economic status in Israel.”

Bedouin society is undergoing a rapid transition from a semi-
nomadic, rural life to a sedentary urban way of life, Dr. Okby added.

This has resulted in an “unsettled conflict” with the government
about land ownership.

“About half the population lives in unrecognized villages – not rec-
ognized by the government of Israel,” observed the slender, dark wavy
haired Dr. Okby, adding that there are 46 unrecognized villages in the
Negev, although nine villages were recently recognized.

“They have a very low socioeconomic status.”
The unrecognized villages also have no access to medical care.
“They lack access roads and public transportation, and a lack of

sewage and garbage clearing,” said Dr. Okby, pointing, as well, to the
lack of modern educational facilities.

“Many Bedouin women are unable to have a conversation in

Hebrew (48.6 percent) to explain their needs or understand questions
or guidance,” said Dr. Okby, who starts a Fellowship in Maternal Fetal
Medicine at the University of Toronto in July, 2014.

“On the other hand, most health care providers do not speak, or
understand, Arabic.”

But, despite this gloomy reality, she exudes a contagious optimism
for the future.

She is a role model for Bedouins – and, indeed, for all of us.

Rania Okby
Continued from page 1.

Dr. Rania Okby at the Gray Academy, talking to the students

Abraham Foxman
retiring from ADL

NEW YORK (JTA) –
Abraham Foxman,
the national director
of the Anti-
Defamation League,
and one of the
longest-serving and
h i g h e s t - p r o f i l e
American Jewish
organizational lead-
ers, is retiring from
his post. 

Foxman will step
down on July 20,
2015, according to
an announcement
Feb. 10 by the ADL. 

“For almost five
decades, ADL offered
me the perfect vehi-
cle to live a life of
purpose both in
standing up on behalf
of the Jewish people
to ensure that what
happened during
World War II would
never happen again
and in fighting big-
otry and all forms of
oppression,” Foxman,
73, said in an ADL
news release. “My
years at ADL, particu-
larly the 27 spent as
National Director,
could not have been
more rewarding.” 
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Health news

Expert weighs in on current state of cardiac surgery for women
The first artificial heart

Dr. Alan Menkis put into a
woman in 1986 happened
to  occur just a week
before his wife, Karen,
gave birth to their first
child, Shannon. 

At a program sponsored
by the National Council of

Jewish Woman (NCJW) in conjunction with the
Rady JCC on Thursday, January 30 titled “The
Current State of Cardiac Surgery for Women –
Changing the Picture”, Menkis recalled:   “We were
home for about two days when I got called to the
hospital. I didn’t return home for another seven days
because I slept beside this woman with the artificial
heart – the first in Canada – in the operating room. 

“Karen would get all the nurses I worked with. As
I couldn’t be there, I’d send them over to the house,
so she could go shopping and stuff.”

After becoming a cardiac surgeon and working in
London, Ontario for almost 20 years, Menkis
moved to Winnipeg. 

“We did the very first robotic surgery in Canada in
1997 - a minimally invasive surgery with virtually a
small hole instead of having to cut through the breast bone for some
of the surgeries we did,” said the doctor.

Menkis went on to describe  “a worldwide epidemic”  in obesity and
its contribution to heart disease. According to the World Health
Organization (WHO) in 2013, worldwide obesity has doubled since
1980. 

“In 2008, 1.4 billion adults over 20 years of age had a Body Mass
index (BMI) of 25, which is just marginally overweight. Two-hundred
million men and 300 million women had a BMI of over 30 – half a
billion obese people. And 65 percent of the world’s population live in
countries where being overweight and/obese kills more people than
malnutrition – more than hunger would. 

“So, for the first time in history, too many calories and its complica-
tions will kill more people than too few calories (starvation and mal-
nutrition). 

“In America alone, $300 billion in extra medical expenses and loss
of productivity were related to obesity – far greater a cost to the health
system than is tobacco. 

Menkis went on to explain that five percent of all hospital admis-
sions for heart attacks are women under 55. “This group is very poor-
ly studied,” he said. “They are at higher risk for death, with 20,000
women under 55 every year in North America dying of heart attacks.
If they survive, they have a 50 percent greater risk of mortality in the
next two years than their cohort of similarly aged women.”

Compared to men, women are more likely to have what the doctor
called “small vessel disease.” In men, the narrowing typically has
points of greater narrowing, but in women the narrowing tends to be
more distributed throughout the vessel into the small vessels. 

“So, if you look at an angiogram you’ll see a thin little steam as
opposed to a big fat vessel with a tight narrowing in one area,”
explained Menkis. 

In women, it gets increasingly narrower until they have a heart

attack with very little blood flow and very little that
can be done about it. 

For women, some of the risk factors include high
blood pressure, being overweight, having high cho-
lesterol, and metabolic syndrome (which the doctor
likened to type 2 diabetes, mental stress, and
depression). 

“Depression is an important one and smoking
poses greater risk to women than men,” said
Menkis. “Conventional wisdom said women are
older when they present heart attack symptoms
(mostly post-menopausal which poses greater risk)
and are generally of a smaller body size (i.e. having
a lower haemoglobin blood stream count). Slower
blood flow is important, as, when doing surgery, we
put women on a heart lung machine and their
blood gets more diluted.

“They typically have smaller arteries (making
surgery more difficult), more advanced disease, and,
hence, more heart damage when they first present.”

Other typical co-morbidities the doctor noted
were diabetes, kidney problems, and high blood
pressure. 

On the bright side, Menkis said the situation is
getting better, thanks to techniques, technology,

and processes constantly improving.
Some of the advances made in cardiac surgery over the past 20 years

include less blood loss, less water retention afterwards, and less
inflammation (when blood is exposed to the tubing, the heart lung
machine, and when surgery is conducted, the whole body gets
inflamed). 

“We now have implements that are size-specific, so we have small-
er heart monitor machines and smaller tubing more specific to
women,” said the doctor. “We also have greater care standardization
across the board, including for women, which improves our results
dramatically.

“Pumps are getting smaller, as big ones just don’t work for women. And
we have better techniques for a bypass (i.e. with these small circuits).” 

Menkis advised that your best bet is to avoid getting to the point of
needing surgery, which can be done by reducing your risk factors and
creating balance in as many areas of your life as possible.

DR. ALAN MENKIS: “In
America alone, $300 billion in
extra medical expenses and loss
of productivity were related to
obesity – far greater a cost to the
health system than is tobacco.”

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

      Image courtesy of Bruce David www.davidart.com 
Judaic Studies Program, 

Department of English, Film, and Theatre, 
Department of Sociology, and   

Department of History at the University of Manitoba 
in cooperation with Limmud Winnipeg 

 
present a talk by 

Prof. Alejandro Baer 
Director, Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies 

University of Minnesota 

 

Globalised Holocaust: Between universal 
values and particular memory politics 
The Holocaust is now remembered beyond the ethnic boundaries of Jewish communities and the nations that were 
originally responsible for perpetrating it, in part due to wider shifts from national to cosmopolitan memory cultures. 
Such shifts raise many questions for the interpretation of the genocide of the Jews, notably concerning its actualization 
and contextualization in the history of war, oppression and large-scale political violence in different countries. This 
lecture will present material from an ongoing international study of Holocaust commemoration ceremonies, with a 
special focus on Spain, a country still confronting the ghosts of its own past. The Spanish case opens the door to more 
general reflections on ongoing tensions between particular and universal readings of genocidal violence, as well as 
emerging patterns of social memory no longer bound to specific places, nations or cultures. 
 

Friday, February 28th, 12:00-1:30 pm 
 

Cross Common Room,  Room 108 
Fort Garry Campus, University of Manitoba 

 
This presentation is made possible with the generous support of the Dean of the Faculty of Arts, University of 
Manitoba, and the Marion Bookbinder Fund of the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.   

 
Everyone is welcome! 

 
Please see http://www.limmudwinnipeg.org/ for  workshops at Limmud Winnipeg (Jewish Learn

Unit #1–1596 Regent Avenue West

Get social with us!

Josh Kass
Store Owner & Franchisee

Winnipeg, MB, R2C 4H4
T: 204.661.6900
F: 204.661.6850
store401@theupsstore.ca
www.theupsstore.ca/401

FREE DELIVERY
anywhere within the city limits

Promotion only available at 
Crossroads Station Plaza The UPS Store #401

Make A

BIG IMPRESSION 
with Poster & Banner Printing!
Stop in to see us or e-mail your print projects 
to The UPS Store #401. We offer a variety of 
materials, sizes and finishing touches to give 

your projects a professional look. 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 

  

 
  

 

 



The Grysmans are coming
home for Limmud!

Join a pre-Limmud Shabbatton
at Herzlia and sessions on
Saturday night and Sunday:

Rabbi Dr. Charles Grysman:
Rabbi Dr. Charles Grysman is the
spiritual leader of the Zichron
Yisroel Congregation of
Associated Hebrew Schools and
the Rabbi in Residence of
Associated Hebrew Schools of
Toronto. He recently published
The Diversity of the Divine, a two
volume book based on weekly
Torah readings. 

Lori Grysman: Lori Grysman
has a Master of Arts degree in
Hebrew Literature from New
York University. In addition to
conducting a weekly Torah class
for women, she lectures in a vari-
ety of adult education venues in
Toronto and teaches at Netivot
Hatorah and Upanat Orot
schools in Toronto. 

Artists 4 Israel is bringing new
meaning to Israel Advocacy
with graffiti art and plain
speech.
Craig Dershowitz: 

Craig Dershowitz is the
Executive Director of Artists 4
Israel. In 2013, the One Israel
Fund presented him with the
Shomer Yisrael award. Heavily
tattooed and foul-mouthed,
Craig was formerly the Creative
Director for BOMBIN’
Magazine, and has worked for
multiple non-profit organiza-
tions, developing ways to
address Israeli advocacy. 

Fernando Romero aka SKI MST: 
SKI MST, a world famous graffi-

ti artist joined Artists 4 Israel on
two of their painting missions.
SKI hopes to inspire creativity
amongst people, specifically the
youth, so they can pick up where
he leaves off.

Artists abound this year:
Marilynne Cass: 

Marilynne Cass is the Executive Coordinator of Torah Stitch By
Stitch. Her life-long interest in Judaic art led her to open In the
Tradition, a unique Judaica store in Toronto which encouraged talent-
ed artists to create art for the synagogue and the Jewish home. 

Laya Crust: 
Laya Crust specializes in the fields of Judaica, art illumination, and

calligraphic arts. In 2011 Laya wrote out the entire scroll of Esther and
then illustrated it with 32 detailed paintings. Join Laya as she takes us
through the creation of this incredible scroll. 

And local artists:
Julia Elbaze and Channah Greenfield: Silk Painting Judaica
Svetlana Tchernov: Hamsa Making Workshop

Storytelling and Music:
Aubrey Davis: An Uncanny Durability

For over 30 years Aubrey has told stories to people of all ages. He
has performed and conducted workshops across Canada and the US.
His Bagels for Benny, has won multiple awards including the Sydney
Taylor Award, The Mr. Christie Award (Silver) and the Canadian Jewish
Book Awards’ Children’s Literature Prize. His other titles include,
Kishka for Koppel, Bone Button Borscht, The Enormous Potato and
Sody Salleratus. His latest book, A Hen for Izzy Pippik has won The
Ruth & Sylvia Schwartz Award and Bank Street Best Children’s Book
of the Year.

Anibal Mass and the Junior Chazzanim: Let my People Sing; A
Modern Approach to Jewish Liturgy

Michael Eskin: The Last Winnipeg Cantor Concert

Josh Winestock: Radical Jewish Culture: John Zorn’s search for
Jewish identity through avant-garde and experimental music

Rabbi Alan Green: A Brief Overview of the Music and Stories of
Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach, ZT”L
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Limmud

Check out the schedule for the 4th annual Limmud in Winnipeg

RABBI 
DR. CHARLES GRYSMAN

JOSH WINESTOCK

RABBI ALAN GREEN
LORI GRYSMAN

ADAM SCHWARTZ

AUBREY DAVIS

LAYA CRUST

CRAIG DERSHOWITZ

Continued on facing page.

SVETLANA TCHERNOV
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Limmud
Jewish Stories:
Adam Schwartz: Aspergers: A
Tale of a Social Misfit
Matthew Leibl: Mordechai on
the Microphone
Kinzey Posen & Avi Posen:
Poland Winnipeg: A Return Trip
73 years later
Karel Skripal Junior: My Father’s
Story: The Development of Krav
Maga
Stan Carbone and Susan Turner:
The Making of the Garment
Exhibit; A Walking Tour
Keith Levit: How to See our
Jewish World Through the Lens
Alejandro Baer: Was Grandpa a
Nazi? Germany’s Troubled Past
& New Generations

Alejandro Baer is a Professor of
Sociology and the Director of the
Center for Holocaust and
Genocide Studies at the University of Minnesota. He has authored
numerous books and articles addressing issues of genocide, Holocaust
memory and anti-Semitism, with particular focus on Spain and the
Spanish-speaking world.

More Israel
Gary Kenzer, Honest Reporting: The Media and Israel: Can Both Be
on the Same Page? 
Atarah Derrick, Samara Carroll & Isser Dubinsky, The New Israel
Fund Canada:
What We Talk About When We Talk about Social Justice in Israel
Josh Morry: A Student’s Story Advocating for Israel on Campus
Bernie Bellan: Fighting Terrorism through the Courts

Get moving with:
Gina Chodirker: Israeli Dancing for Beginners
Denis Camracosky: TRX Israeli Style

Local professionals speak:
Aviva Goldberg: What’s Jewish about Bioethics?
Haskel Greenfield: The Full Story of Chanukah (and the
Hasmonaeans)
Rabbi Ari Ellis: Is Time Really on my Side? Rosh Chodesh (the new
moon): A Time for Renewal
Bernie Chodirker: Jewish Genetics
Rena Boroditsky: Chesed Shel Emet – A Final Kindness – Jewish Burial
Rituals

Please visit http://limmudwinnipeg.org/ for full bio’s and session
descriptions

Register NOW! 
www.limmudwinnipeg.org
204-480-7559

AVIVA GOLDBERG

JOSH MORRY

GINA CHODIRKER

RABBI ARI ELLIS BERNIE CHODIRKER



Review by 
MYRON LOVE 

There are some dramat-
ic moments in life that
stand out in one’s memo-
ry. I can, for example,
still remember being
home from school for
lunch on a Friday after-
noon in November and
learning via television
that President Kennedy
had just been shot.

I remember hearing the
report on the radio about
Marilyn Monroe’s pass-
ing while visiting cousins
at West Hawk Lake.

And I remember stand-
ing in a park near St.
John’s High School in late
May, 1967, toward the
end of my Grade 12 year,
at my first rally for Israel
just before the outbreak
of the Six Day War on
June 6, 1967.

That war – which some might describe as its miraculous outcome –
was a pivotal point in Israeli, Jewish and world history. For readers too
young to remember, Israel was faced with three heavily-armed Arab
armies vowing to destroy the Jewish state. While the nations of the
world dithered – as usual – and cravenly urged “restraint” in the face
of imminent invasion, Israel acted. 

On June 6, Israel’s outnumbered air force took to the skies and
destroyed the air forces of Egypt, Jordan and Syria before they even got
off the ground. After two days of fighting, the Egyptian army was in full

flight. Two days later, the Jordanian Army abandoned Jerusalem and
the entire West Bank. Two more days and the IDF had driven the
Syrians out of the Golan Heights from where the Syrians had been fir-
ing down on Israelis for two decades.

The starting point for Yossi Klein Halevi’s new book, “Like
Dreamers” is the IDF’s capture of Jerusalem. In over 400 pages the
author recounts the subsequent history through the lives of seven
members of 55th Israeli Paratroopers, the first Israeli soldiers to reach
the Temple Mount on June 9, 1967, and – as Klein Halevi subtitles the
book – “Reunited Jerusalem and Divided A Nation”.

The paratroopers that Klein Halevi focuses on – four kibbutzniks and
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SHABBAT ACROSS WINNIPEG
Friday, February 28, 2014

Hillel Winnipeg 
At the home of Daniel Kroft
Shabbat Dinner: 7:00 pm with Craig Dershowitz and Ski from
Artists 4 Israel
RSVP by February 24: 204-480-6561 or jwinestock@jewishwin-
nipeg.org

Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun Synagogue
620 Brock Street
Shabbat Service and Dinner: 5:45 pm with Scholar in Residence
Rabbi Charles Grysman and Lori Grysman
“Together Under One Roof” NCSY Teen Shabbat (Grades 9-12)
RSVP by February 24: 204-489-6262 or reception@herzlia.org

Sholem Aleichem Community 
343 Waverley Street
Potluck Family Shabbat Evening of Words & Music
Dinner: 6:30 pm, Words and Music: 7:30 pm
sacommunity@gmail.com

BBYO Connect (Grades 7-8)
Rady JCC, 123 Doncaster Street
Kabbalat Shabbat and Dinner for teens in grades 7 & 8: 5:30 pm 
Register at 204-477-7510 or www.radyjcc.com

Congregation Etz Chayim 
123 Matheson Avenue East
B’nai Mitzvah Shabbat (Grade 5 & 6)
Kabbalat Shabbat Service: 5:45 pm, Dinner: 6:30 pm
204-589-6305 or info@etzchayim.ca

Temple Shalom 
1077 Grant Avenue
Kabbalat Shabbat Service: 7:30 pm, Presentation & Reception
with Marilynne Cass: 8:45 pm
204-453-1625 or tshalom1@gmail.com

YAD Winnipeg (Young Adult Division) with Chabad-Lubavitch &
Jewish Learning Institute (JLI) 
Shabbat Dinner with local Jewish comedian Adam Schwartz
Unique candle lighting experience: 5:45 pm, Dinner: 6:30 pm 
Register: 204.477.7407 or lgarscadden@jewishwinnipeg.org

Rady JCC & Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre 
1588 Main Street 
Seniors Shabbat Dinner 
Friday, March 7, 6:00 pm
Transportation is available upon request
Register at 204-477-7510 or 204-339-1701

Rady JCC 
123 Doncaster Street
Purim Family Shabbat Dinner with special guest Leslie Emery and
Cantor Anibal Mass from Congregation Shaarey Zedek 
Friday, March 7, 5:30 pm
Register at 204-477-7510 or radyjcc.com

Rady JCC’s BBYO (Grades 9-12) 
1330 Pembina Highway
Winter Convention Shabbat Dinner Experience
Friday, March 7, 6:00 pm
Advance registration for Winter Convention required.
204-477-7547 or email lfeuer@radyjcc.com

Can’t make it to these events?
Celebrate Shabbat at home! Pick up Shabbat candles from the
Federation office and we will count you as Shabbat celebrants on
February 28th!

Halevi book, “Like Dreamers”, a modern history of post ’67 Israel through lives of soldiers

Continued on next page.



three religious Zionists – provide
a cross section of Israeli society

(minus the Haredim) and attitudes to the “occupied territories”. The
three religious Zionists – Yisrael Harel, Yoel Bin-Nun and Hanan Porat
– were all leaders of the efforts to create Jewish communities in the
newly administered Israeli lands.

Bin-Nun is perhaps the most complex and interesting of the seven.
A follower of Rabbi Avraham Isaac Kook, Israel’s first chief rabbi, and
his son, Rabbi Zvi Yehudah Kook, Bin-Nun comes across as a mystic.
The Rav Kooks, father and son, saw the hand of God working through
the secular Zionists to create the reborn Jewish homeland. Bin-Nun, a
rabbi and teacher, saw in the triumph of the Six-Day War, the hand of
God and the unification of Israel.

While a strong supporter of the settlement movement, Bin-Nun pub-
licly opposed the more militant religious Zionists – to his own dis-
comfort – and maintained an ongoing correspondence with Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin in the years of his second term in office right
up until his assassination.

Hanan Porat, who later became a member of the Knesset, was a
leader in the Jewish return to Kfar Etzion, the first post-’67 Jewish
community across the green line that divided Israel and Jordan before
the war. (There was no Palestine or Palestinian Authority before 1967.
After the fighting between Jews and Arabs in 1948-49, Jordan was left
in control of the West Bank and Gaza was part of Egypt.)

Porat’s family were among those Jews who were expelled from the
Etzion area just southwest of Jerusalem by the Jordanians after the War
of Liberation in 1948. Many of the Jewish men in the four Jewish com-
munities in the area pre-’48 were killed by the Jordanians. The surviv-
ing family members never forgot.
In the summer of ’67, Porat led a
number of “children of Etzion”
back to the site of their former
home and began rebuilding. The
Israeli government gave approval
after the fact.

Yisrael Harel was originally
from Haifa (as was Bin-Nun). The
son of Holocaust survivors was a
journalist and long time leader of
the settlement movement.

The kibbutzniks turned out to
be a varied lot. Arik Achmon was an officer who also helped lead the
Israeli army across the Suez Canal, a move that turned the tide of bat-
tle in Israel’s favour during the Yom Kippur War in 1973. In civilian
life, Achmon was a founder of Israel’s aviation industry.

Avital Geva (who was wounded at the beginning of the battle for
Jerusalem), became one of Israel’s leading artists.

Meir Ariel became one of Israel’s leading popular singer/songwrit-
ers.

Then there was Udi Adiv (who is comparable to the evil son in the
{Pesach hagadah). Adiv’s kibbutz parents – especially his mother –
were devoted Stalinists. During the fight for Jerusalem, Adiv did his
best to stay out of the line of fire. Much as with some current leftist
Israelis, even in 1967, he viewed Israel as a colonialist, repressive
state that had no business in the Middle East. It was not his war.

In the ensuing years, he became ever more radical to a point where
he became too
extreme even for the
Israeli Communist
Party. In 1972, he
decided to make
common cause with
the Palestinian terror
group, the PFLP
(Popular Front for the
Liberation of
Palestine). He was
persuaded to fly to
Greece to meet with
a PFLP representa-
tive, who whisked
him off to Syria for a
visit. In Syria he was
persuaded to share
with his hosts Israeli
military information.
He didn’t see the
harm.

On his return to
Israel, he was
promptly arrested –
because of his open
political views, he
had already been
under surveillance –

and sentenced to a long prison term. (Coincidentally, the father of his
first wife was also sentenced to prison for spying for the Soviet Union.)
He served 12 years in prison.

Throughout the pages of the book, Klein Halevi touches on the main
events in recent history – the ’73 War and invasion of Lebanon in
1982, the election of the first Likud government, the peace with Egypt,
the Iraqi scud missile attack during the first Gulf War, the Oslo
Accords and the assassination of Rabin and the role that the seven
main characters in the book played in the events or how they reacted
to them.

For readers who enjoy history, have a passion for Israel and who
want to be better informed, “Like Dreamers” is well worth reading.
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For readers who enjoy
history, have a passion

for Israel and who
want to be better
informed, “Like

Dreamers” is well
worth reading.



Easy starters and stoppers
February is a long

hard month to get
through, and maybe
that is why
Valentine’s Day is set
in February. We all
need a little love to
get us through this
cold, cold, month.

And what better way to show a little love than
to get things started with wondrous and deli-
cious appetizer starters and show-stopping
desserts. These ideas may be a little unusual,
but have been tested and tasted for greatness.

So here is your chance, along with me, to
create the WOW factor in attractiveness in
the recipes that we all crave.

* * *
CARMELIZED PEAR SPINACH SALAD
WITH POMEGRANATE AND PECANS

Serves 6 to 8
2 large Anjou, peeled cored and cut in
lengthwise into eights
1/4 cup lemon juice
1/4 cup brown sugar
Dressing
1/3 cup oil
1 tbsp red wine vinegar
1 tbsp honey
2 tsp Dijon mustard
1 clove garlic minced
1/2 tsp salt
1/8 tsp black pepper
Juice from the carmelized pears
Salad
10 ounce baby spinach
1 cup honey glazed pecans
3/4 cup craisins
1 cup pomegranate seeds

Preheat oven 425.
Dip the flat sides of the sliced pears in the

lemon juice and then in the brown sugar.
In a large baking pan arrange the pears in a

single layer and roast for 25 minutes.

Remove from the oven and let cool to room
temperature. Cut each pear wedge into 1
inch slices. Reserve the pear juice from the
roasting.

To make the dressing place oil, vinegar
honey mustard garlic salt and pepper in a
bowl and whisk together.

In a large bowl combine the baby spinach
pears, glazed pecans and craisins. Toss with
dressing evenly and add the pomegranate
seeds.

Serve immediately. Add grated goat cheese
or feta before serving.

* * *
TUNA TARTARE

The tuna in this dish is raw but if you prefer
you can sear the tuna 20 seconds on each
side.
Server 6 to 8 
1/2 lb sushi grade tuna finely sliced
1 jalapeno pepper, seeded and minced
2 tsp shallots
1 tsp chives minced
1 tsp soy sauce
1 tsp Dijon mustard
1 tsp lime juice
1 tsp salt
1 tbsp oil 
1 tsp seasoned rice vinegar

In a bowl combine all the ingredients until
mixed.

Refrigerate, covered until ready to serve.
Shape in mounds and serve with favorite

crackers, won ton crisps or bread.

* * *
SCALLION QUINOA PATTIES WITH

LEMON GARLIC PAPRIKA AIOLI
Serving 10 to 12 patties
2 1/2 cups cooked quinoa
4 eggs
1 cup flavored corn flake crumbs 1 1/4 salt
4 cloves garlic
1 cup chives or scallions

Fresh black pepper
Oil for frying
Aioli sauce
1/2 cup mayonnaise 
2 tbsp lemon juice
4 cloves garlic minced
1 tbsp water
1/2 tsp paprika

To prepare the aioli in a small bowl place
all the aioli ingredients until mixed.

To prepare the patties in a medium bowl
combine the quinoa, eggs, cornflake crumbs,
salt garlic scallions and black pepper.

In a skillet heat the oil over medium heat.
Form the quinoa mixture into patties and fry
in oil until golden and crispy.

Serve warm or at room temperature with
the aioli spooned on top.

* * *
ONE BOWL CHOCOLATE CAKE

3 oz semi sweet chocolate
6 tbsp margarine or butter
3/4 cup sugar
2 eggs
1 tsp vanilla
1 1/4 cup flour 1/2 tsp baking soda
3/4 cup water
Chocolate glaze 
2 ounces semi sweet chocolate 1 tbsp mar-
garine 
1 cup fresh berries

Preheat oven to 350.
Melt chocolate and butter in microwave.
Place eggs, sugar in food processor and

beat well. Add the water, flour, vanilla. Add
rest ingredients, beat.

Place in greased 9 by 9 pan. Bake 30 min at
350.

Glaze: melt chocolate with butter and driz-
zle on cooled cake. Serve with berries.

* * *
ONE BOWL COFFEE BROWNIES (DAIRY

OR PARVE)
4 ounces unsweet-
ened chocolate
3/4 cup unsalted
butter or margarine 
1 3/4 cup sugar
3 eggs
1 tsp vanilla
2 tsp instant coffee
1 cup flour
1 cup chopped
pecans

Oven at 350.
Line 9 by 13 pan

with parchment.
Melt butter and

chocolate in the
microwave for about
a minute. Combine
in processor eggs
and sugar and beat
until smooth. Add all
the ingredients and
process about 1
minute.

Pour batter into
pan. Bake for 30
minutes or when
toothpick comes out
clean.

Cool brownies for
a half hour. Enjoy.
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Underestimate this underdog at your own peril
American business magnate,

investor, programmer, and
philanthropist Bill Gates was
once quoted as saying: “Life is
not fair, get used to it.” Rather
a harsh and unpleasant obser-
vation, wouldn’t you say?
With the passing of time, little
Mordechai learns that sad
reality when his twin brother

Yossel ends up with a larger piece of honey cake than
he was given. Mordechai may then offer in an
accusatory tone: ” You like my brother better than
me!”

In another seemingly unfair scenario, one youngster
complains that whenever he plays organized hockey,
it appears as if he is consistently the one drawing
penalties. Opponents, on the other hand, escape the
sin bin with startling regularity. 

We all have to understand that what is fair, and
what is not, is a matter of perception. Fairness in life
is not based on a rulebook. It’s your personal outlook
based upon your values; not the other party’s. 

Well, thanks to my colleague at this publication,
Myron Love, who passed along to me a gentleman’s
name, I had the opportunity to interview David
Chochinov, 36, a rather unusual and interesting pri-
vate practitioner in the field of occupational therapy,
who recently founded his own company, Proactive
Rehabilitation Manitoba. 

Listening to David’s account brought to mind the
classic poem “The Road Not Taken.” by Robert Frost. (Discuss it
amongst yourselves),

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I -
I took the one less travelled by, 
and that has made all the difference 
Chochinov, you see, doesn’t mind getting up close and personal if

his experiences can in some way be of assistance to other sufferers of
his ilk. David, you see, was 19 years old when he began to experience
pain in the lower right quadrant of his abdomen. Fatigue, dehydration,
and urgent sprints to the washroom followed. He was eventually diag-
nosed with Crohn’s Disease, an inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), in
1999. At the time he was actively pursuing his first Bachelor’s degree
in social sciences as a student at the University of Manitoba. 

Chochinov was also an athlete and intense competitor in Judo.
Following the onset of the autoimmune disease, a condition in which
the body targets and attacks its own tissues, David required extensions
on deadlines in order to complete his degree. The chronic pain and
fatigue, however, totally impacted the quality of his very existence.

David’s participation in Judo was obviously also curtailed. His
favorite sporting activity was a modern Japanese martial art and com-
bat sport that requires optimal health, strength and endurance. Each
competitor uses his/her arsenal of technique, staying power, and force
of will to win a match. 

Having lost over 10 lbs. from his IBD in his first year and feeling
physically depleted, Chochinov accepted that he was in no condition
to continue with Judo, and he most reluctantly bowed out of the sport
only a year or two away from earning his black belt,  along with any
chance of advancing to higher levels of competition. 

“I felt lost and outmatched” recalled David. “Crohns had me beat
and it was robbing me of my youthful dreams and aspirations.” 

For the next few years, the 5’ 9”, 160 lb. athlete sought out alterna-
tive interventions, besides those which were available in the world of
pharmaceuticals, in an attempt to beat the long odds against his ever
resuming Judo. He looked into dietary changes, supplements, and
probiotics. “I wanted to fight back against my Crohns and win back
my health. I kept digging deep and refused to accept defeat.
Eventually, I gained the upper hand and achieved remission from my
symptoms.” 

Chochinov demonstrated such impressive Crohn’s management that
his gastroenterologist questioned whether he had been correctly diag-
nosed from the start. A subsequent flare-up occurred in a period of
stress in his life and the battle was on once again. It’s a disease for
which there is no known cure but, like so many other afflictions, it can
often be managed.

David had learned from his Judo training that a champion doesn’t
quit even when the odds aren’t favorable. “To prove that I had - to
some degree - controlled the condition, he said, “I needed to get back
into Judo and compete again. Over the past year I began training to

see how my body would tolerate the
aggressive demands of Judo. 

“I was pleasantly surprised to find
that my symptoms remained under
control despite the twisting motions
and intense physical exertion. I’ve
been training for the past 18 months.
I was quite competitive under the
tutelage of Mark Berger (who won a
Bronze Medal in L.A. in the 1984
Olympics), and Aaron Pfeffer, (a Y
Sports Hall of Famer). 

“Mark, (who works out of the West
Kildonan Judo Club located at Ralph
Brown School), is incredibly support-
ive. He’s a great coach! He’s got lots
of experience and is the tops in the
province. I have a lot of confidence
in him. Mark (also a school teacher at
the aforementioned school) doesn’t
push people; he let’s you push your-
self but he’s very encouraging and
right now that’s really helpful to me.” 

Well, it’s not just wishful thinking
on David’s part because, on January
25th, he registered for the Selkirk
Judo tournament in the under-senior
men’s advanced 73-kg category.
After 15 years of carrying on the
good fight against Crohn’s, the father
of four children (eight, six, three, and

10 months), who is married to  devoted wife Monica, matched his
physique against a 20-year-old opponent in perfect health and came

DAVID CHOCHINOV practicing throwing
Matty Zebrasky who is a black belt from
West Kildonan Judo Club (My Club) and for-
mer international competitor.
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THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Continued on page 21. See “Harvey Rosen”.
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net
All obituaries in The Jewish Post & News are

also posted to our website at
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There is no extra charge for this service.

delandes ad #2

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

FEBRUARY 19

FRANK FOGEL
(Dec 21, 1921 – Feb 8, 2014)

It is with great sadness
that we announce the
passing of Frank Fogel,
beloved father, grandfa-
ther and great-grandfa-
ther. Frank was born in
Melville, SK to parents
Isaac and Minnie Fogel.
He is survived by his
daughter Rickie (Jeff);
son Murray; grandchil-
dren Jeffrey (Kris),
Melanie (Jeff), Candice
(Marshall), Samantha,
Josh (Maddie), Jason
(Tannis), Jamie, Hersh

(Melanie), Norman, CJ, Jerry; great-grandchildren Ellie,
Lisa, Nate, Jacob, Ethan, Jack, Ari and Huxlee; sister
Shirley; and brother Syd. He was predeceased by his
wife of 66 years Sally; his daughter Cheryl (Gordon);
and sister Tessie.

Frank was a successful entrepreneur having operated
a general store in Hodgson MB with his friend Hymie
Block and then later Factory Clearance Stores in Win-
nipeg where many friends fondly remember meeting
and enjoying Frank’s warmth and sense of humour.
Frank was a truly selfless human being who lived for
his family. He was an exceptionally devoted and pa-
tient husband. He adored his children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren for whom there was nothing
he wouldn’t do and to whom he passed on his love of
animals, nature and learning. Frank lived most of his
life in Winnipeg but spent roughly 20 years living in
Calgary. It was during the 1988 Calgary Olympics that
he developed a passion for pin trading that existed until
his final days.

Upon entering the Simkin Centre he formed fast
friendships with Fran and Heather on Weinberg 3. The
family would like to thank them for keeping him
company and helping look out for him.  Words cannot
express our eternal gratitude to Dr. Ralph Wong, his
nurses and his entire staff at CancerCare Manitoba for
giving Frank 10 miraculous additional years of life that
allowed him to live for the birth of 8 great-grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services were held on February 9, 2014 at
Chesed Shel Emes with burial at the Shaarey Zedek
Cemetery. Pallbearers were Sid Dashefsky, Jeff Selby,
Josh Selby, Jason Selby, James Selby, and Marshall
Tenenbein.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
CancerCare Manitoba. Frank will be sadly missed.
Never will another man like him walk this earth. May
his soul be bound up in the bond of eternal life.

JACK FISHMAN
May 8, 1921-January 28, 2014

Passed away peacefully at the Simkin Centre January
28, 2014.

Jack is survived by his devoted wife Nancy (with
whom he recently celebrated sixty years of marriage),
children Brian and Susan of Toronto and Larry and
Michele of Winnipeg. He also leaves his four grand-
children Tory, Robert, Aidan and Akiva, as well as
numerous nieces, nephews and their children across
North America. He was predeceased by his parents
Beryl and Rivka Fishman, his brothers and sisters-in-
law Albert and Dorothy, Alec and Zelda, brother-in-
law Ike Lipen, sister-in-law Molly Folb and nephew
Barry Fishman.

Jack was born in Poland and came to Canada as a
young boy with his mother and brothers, following his
father who had come earlier. The family’s immigration
was helped by their relatives the Danzkers of Winkler.
Jack’s family lived in Winkler before moving to Sault
Ste. Marie ON where his father became the spiritual
leader of the town’s Jewish community. Jack was an
excellent student, graduating high school at age 15.
Although he would have loved to attend university and
law school, Jack never got the opportunity to do so. He
spent many years in the retail clothing business with his
brothers in the Soo. In 1967 Jack and Nancy decided to
relocate to Winnipeg to give their sons a Jewish educa-
tion and better opportunities for their future. In Winni-
peg Jack continued to work in the retail clothing busi-
ness and later worked “on the road” as a clothing
manufacturer’s agent, travelling through Manitoba,
Saskatchewan and northern Ontario.

Jack’s priorities were family and Yiddishkeit. He felt
that a formal Jewish education was essential for his sons
and left his family and business to move to Winnipeg to
facilitate this. He also felt strongly that their education
must also be supplemented by traditional Jewish prac-
tices at home and regular attendance at synagogue. Jack
attended the Chevra Mishnayes Synagogue regularly as
long as circumstances and his health would allow. He
regularly led services there and all agreed that he was
the best “untrained” chazan they had ever heard.

Jack enjoyed a long and loving marriage to Nancy.
Together they built a warm, traditional Jewish home.
They were able to enjoy a long and healthy retirement
together, spending many memorable winters in Palm
Springs.

Funeral services were held on January 30, 2014 at the
Chesed Shel Emes with Steven Hyman officiating.
Pallbearers were Aidan Fishman, Akiva Fishman, Chuck
Narvey, Robbie Waldman, Murray Greenfield and Max
Feierstein. Burial was at Shaarey Zedek Cemetary.

Our family wishes to express our gratitude to the
excellent staff of The Simkin Centre for their care of
Jack during his time there, especially in the difficult last
week. A special thank you is extended to Jack’s com-
panion Cion Laoat for her exceptional care. Finally we
extend our thanks to staff of the Dialysis Units of Seven
Oaks Hospital and St. Boniface Hospital for their pro-
fessional, comprehensive care of Jack over the last
seven years.

Our family requests that donations in Jack’s memory
be made to The Simkin Centre (Sharon Home), the St.
Boniface Hospital Dialysis Unit Fund (Account 9340)
c/o St. Boniface Hospital or to the charity of your
choice.

In Memoriam

13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SAM

GREENBERG
who passed away

February 23, 2001
30 days in Shevat

You are forever in our hearts &
on our minds.
— Your children &
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAM

HOCHMAN
who passed away

March 2, 2008
25 Days in Adar I

— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

LEONA RUTH BILLINKOFF
Leona Ruth Billinkoff

(nee Wagner) born March
10, 1920, passed away
peacefully on January 30,
2014 at Riverview Health
Centre in Winnipeg, and
was buried February 3 at
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery.
She is survived by son
Martin (Darcy), daugh-
ter Batya (Jeff), and
granddaughters Danielle,
Courtney and Chelsea,

and was predeceased by her parents Aaron and Rose
Wagner, brothers Irvin and Mitchell Wagner, husband
Alexander (Alex) Billinkoff, and daughter Arlene
Billinkoff.

Leona graduated from St. John’s High School in
1935, and received a B.A from the University of
Manitoba in 1939. She married Alex in 1940, had three
children, and lived in the same home in West Kildonan
from 1950 to 2011. A lifelong student, she returned to
the U of M in 1961 to obtain her teaching certificate,
thereafter teaching French and English at Joseph
Wolinsky Collegiate. She also studied basic design at
the U of M School of Fine Arts.

Leona was a leading force in the Winnipeg Jewish
community for many decades. As President of the
Talmud Torah PTA (1951-1954), she headed
fundraising efforts at the behest of Rabbi Abraham
Kravetz z/l to expand the Hebrew Day School into a
full-fledged elementary and high school. She was
President of the Jewish Welfare Fund Women’s Divi-
sion (1956-59), and was involved in musical produc-
tions in the Hebrew Theatre. This flair for theatre
served her well in her roles as “eemah” and administra-

tor of Camp Massad (1953-1978), the first and only
Hebrew-speaking summer camp in Western Canada,
founded on Labour Zionist (Habonim) principles and
fostering Jewish culture through the arts. Imagination
and ‘menschlichkeit’ were its twin foundations.
“G’veret B” supervised the kitchen, comforted home-
sick children, and developed programming. With the
help and expertise of her husband Alex, she oversaw
the growth of a ramshackle campsite in Sandy Hook to
a self-sustaining entity that continues to thrive 60+
years later. Fervent Zionists, she and Alex traveled to
Israel many times from the 1950’s onward.

In the 1970’s, Leona began experimenting with
needlepoint and fibre art, using twine, glass and other
non-traditional materials to fashion wall hangings,
rugs and religious-themed artifacts. She enjoyed much
success, having solo exhibits at the Leonard Marcoe
Gallery and Jewish Heritage Exhibit, and group exhib-
its at the Jewish Women’s Art Show, Winnipeg Art
Gallery, and Women ’84 at the International Inn. Her
works are part of diverse corporate collections that
include Xerox of Canada, Mount Carmel Clinic, the
Province of Manitoba (Government House) and the
Manitoba Conservatory of Music. Her innovative hang-
ings grace the walls and windows of private homes in
Canada, USA, Israel and Europe.

Leona was known as a fiery advocate, generous
supporter of the arts and numerous organizations both
Jewish and secular, devoted friend, and party-giver par
excellence. She encouraged, challenged and inspired
many people, and will be greatly missed. The family is
grateful to Dr. Mark Boroditsky, Seven Oaks Hospital,
and the entire staff of Riverview Health Centre B-2.
Special thanks to her dear caregivers, Norma, Joy and
Polina.
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In loving memory of

YORAM BARR
who passed away
March 22, 2009
26 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife
Sarah, his children Tamar,
Na’ama & Marshall, Merav
& Marshall and grand-
children Sami,  Maya,
Mikaela and Jack.
We love you.

In Memoriam

5th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALEX

BERKOWITS
who passed away

March 2, 2013
— Lovingly remembered by
his son Rob, daughter-in-law
Kristin and grandchildren
Grayson & Avery.

In loving memory of

GERTIE

CHOCHINOV
who passed away

February 25, 2012
2 days in Adar

If tears could build a stairway,
and memories a lane
We would walk right up to Heaven
and bring you home again
— Forever loved and sadly missed
by your husband Labe, children
Aydel and Laurence and girls,
Bruce and Sheila and boys.

In Memoriam
2ndYahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved mother and

grandmother

TOBY RUTH

GALL (SEGAL)
who passed away

February 26, 1995
26 Days in Adar I

In our hearts every day.
Missing you more than words
can say.
— Lovingly remembered by
your sons, daughter-in-law,
grandchildren, nephews,
nieces and friends.

In Memoriam

11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
our beloved

BESSIE

GLOBERMAN
who passed away

February 23, 2003
21 Days in Adar I

Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
With all our love always
Rochelle and Harvey, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORLEY

GLOBERMAN
who passed away

February 28, 2008
22 Days in Adar I

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.

In loving memory of

MORRIS GUNN
who passed away

March 5, 1973
1st Day in Adar II, 5733

Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MICHAL MORRIS

HIRSCH
who passed away

February 28, 2003
26 Days in Adar I

Everlasting memories
Never forgotten

Forever in our hearts!
— Your loving wife Sabina,
son Len, daughters Shelley
and Monica, grandchildren
Nicole, David, Gavin and
Jared and son-in-law Michael.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LILY KANOVSKY
who passed away
March 21, 1998
23 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FREDA LEIBL
who passed away
March 26, 2006
26 Days in Adar

Thank you for the quality of life
you gave us in so many ways.
We love you and miss you still.
— Your family and friends.

In loving memory of

BRIAN

MARGOLIS
who passed away

February 23, 2007
5 Days in Adar

— Heartbroken by your
absence, always loved and
forever missed by  your
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
mother and Baba

MIRIAM

PFEFFER-

MACKLIS
who passed away

March 4, 2002
20 Days in Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her son,
grandchildren and loving
daughters-in-law.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JONAH

EPHRAIM

NEPON
who passed away

March 3, 2013
21 days in Adar

It is one year since you left us
and feels like a lifetime.
Our tears have yet to dry and
our heats will ache forever.
We miss your smile, the way
you laughed and your kindness
towards others.
Your memory will live forever.
— Forever loved and deeply
missed by mom, your sisters
Amber (Joe), Mara (Sal),
Rachel, Micah, Dana and
Meirav and your brothers
Adam and Seth. Nieces
Hannah Cohen, twin nieces
Yael and Simcha Pellettieri
and nephews Jordan and
Asher Cohen and Meir
Pellettieri.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ESTHER PIERCE
who passed away

February 27, 1976
26 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MOLLY PITCH
who passed away
March 23, 1998
25 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FAY SLUTCHUK
who passed away

February 24, 1984
22 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

AL STOFFMAN
who passed away

February 18, 1999
2 days in Adar

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

15th Yahrzeit

Deadline for

the

March 5

issue of

The Jewish

Post &

News is

noon

Thursday,

February 27



20 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, February 19, 2014

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

FEBRUARY 26

In loving memory of

ROSE YAKIR
who passed away

February 23, 2003
21 Days in Adar I

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

— Ever remembered and sadly missed and loved…always by
their children Julius and Marsha, Sheldon and Randy and
grandchildren Carrie, Robyn and Jay.

ETTA

DASHEFSKY
who passed away
March 19, 1996
29 Days in Adar

ISRAEL

DASHEFSKY
who passed away

April 12, 1983
29 Days in Nisan

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ELKA EHRLICH
who passed away

April 2, 1992
28 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

32nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DORIS GOLUB
who passed away
March 23, 1982
28 Days in Adar

Our hearts still ache with sadness
and silent tears still flow
and what it means to lose you,
no one will ever know
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, and family.

In loving memory of

ALLAN GRANT
who passed away

April 4, 2003
2 Days in Nisan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. SHEPPY

HERSHFIELD
who passed away

March 9, 1989
2 days in Adar II

— Lovingly remembered by
his family.

Always in our thoughts; Forever in our hearts
Loved and missed by your children - Audrey & Russell, grandsons,
great-grandsons, and family.

DAVID

POLLOCK
who passed away

April 10, 2000
5 Days in Nisan

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

MILDRED

POLLOCK
who passed away
March 15, 1972

29 Days in Adar I

In loving memory of

MAURICE I.

ROSENBERG
who passed away

February 28, 1993
9 Days in Adar

There is a special kind of feeling
that is meant for you alone.
A place within our hearts that
only you can own.
There will always be sadness
and many a silent tear.
But always special memories
of days when your were here.
- Lovingly remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
family.

In MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

BERNARD

MORLEY

ROSNER
who passed away

March 5, 2001
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
daughter, son-in-law and
Stephen.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SYBIL ROSE

ROSSMAN
who passed away
March 14, 1991

29 Days in Adar I
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
Dale and Penny, grand-
daughter Robyn and great-
grandchildren Savanna and
Riley.

In Memoriam

14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

GOLDYE

STERN
who passed away

March 3, 2000
27 days in Adar

Wonderful memories keep you
forever near.
— So cherished and sadly
missed by your daughter
Farron, son Mel, sister Rosalie
London, your dear grand-
children and great grand-
children, your devoted family,
and all your friends who were
so special to you.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MINDY

UNRODE-HABER
who passed away
March 13, 1986

2 Days in Adar II
Toronto, Ont.

Mindy our love, you are sadly
missed, for it is hard to let you go.
We cannot have the old days back
when we were all together,
but secret  tears, and loving
thoughts of you
Will be with us forever.
— Remembered always by
your daughter Lauren, sister
Diane, brother-in-law Jim,
niece Rachel and many
cousins.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
HARRY WALSH

who passed away on
February 24, 2011

20 days in Adar, 5771
“To live in the hearts of those
we leave behind, is not to die!”
— Always remembered and
loved forever by his daughter,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

JACK WILDER
who passed away

March 5, 1978
26 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

36th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MANNIE

WISEMAN
who passed away

February 18, 2002
6 days in Adar

— His remarkable nature,
strength and genuine
enthusiasm for life will
continue to guide the paths of
his wife Elaine, his children
and grandchildren.

In loving memory of our dad
and zaida,

MORRIS

BERENHAUT
who passed away

February 27, 2011
23 Days in Adar

Dad, we miss your warm smile,
your storytelling and most of
all your sense of humor.
Your spirit and determination
was an inspiration to everyone
you touched.
You will forever be
remembered in our thoughts
and in our hearts.
— Love,  your  children,
grand-children and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

3rd Yahrzeit



Parshas Veyakhel and Pekudei – Five things you should know about giving
Watching all of those movies and television

shows about the Exodus and The Ten
Commandments, you’d never know that the
ragtag bunch of Israelites in the desert not
only had enough gold to build a calf. They
also had an additional bounty of gold to build
an impressively designed portable house of
worship.

The Israelites had plenty of kinds of gold:
bracelets, noserings, jewelry and all sorts of gold ornaments, belong-
ing to both men and women. God offered them an opportunity to
donate these materials in any quantity they chose to build their
Tabernacle - in a manner which “followed their hearts.” One can only
imagine the awkwardness and guilt of a nation to be asked to con-
tribute to create the Holy Ark and apparatus of the Tabernacle – to
donate as their heart desired – days after they hurriedly surrendered all
of their golden earrings to a false god.

Lesson #1: Sometimes a subtle nudge is better than heavy-handed
thunderbolts. And sometimes a lesson is better taught in an indirect
way, rather than a direct way. 

In no time Moshe demanded they stop giving, when there was
enough for the artisans to craft for their needs and small extras for
future repairs. One might have thought it would be a good idea to let
people keep on giving, and find a way to use all of that surplus gold
for the holiest of purposes?

It was, however, best that Moshe told them to stop.
When it comes to giving tzedakah, God places a cap on how much

we are allowed to give. The Torah obligates us to give at least ten per-
cent of our net earnings to charity, to a maximum of twenty percent.

If the halacha said we could give whatever we wanted, stingy peo-
ple would give much less, and people with no common sense would
foolishly give away their homes to their favourite causes.

In this lone instance, God did capitalize on the sin of the golden calf
to leverage tremendous giving for the Tabernacle, but He made it a
point to set limits. Otherwise, after a day or two of giving all they had,
the Israelites may have become resentful, and regret leaving little for
themselves. 

Lesson #2: As good as it is to give tzedakah, God still wants us to be
mindful of how we spend our money, and to set limits.

Another advantage of calling a swift halt to the giving was that it gave
no one the opportunity to keep up, or compete with, their neighbour. 

Lesson #3: Tzedakah is not a competitive sport. It’s not about look-
ing over one’s shoulder to see what another is giving.

Such zeal to give copious amounts of gold for the Tabernacle had
to be tempered. Keep in mind that this was the second time tons of
gold was donated for a place of worship.

God did not want the Israelites to think that channeling excitement
for spiritual endeavours should only be through donating valuable
items. After the donations were over, the Israelites had to find some-
thing else to “give” – and it came in the form of dedication, devotion,

mitzvot, and developing their connection, to God.
Lesson #4: Having religious objects is fine, but of little use if not

accompanied by practices. One must be conscientious to invest abun-
dant resources as well in mitzvot - with all one’s heart, soul and might. 

The final reason why there was an end point for offering gold for the
Tabernacle: The Rambam wrote that had there been leftovers, and if some
gifts had to be returned, it may embarrass the people who gave them.

Likewise, if people discovered that extras were set aside for the pur-
poses of future repairs, rather than primary use, the giver might feel as
though their gift was “second class.”

Lesson #5: Be sensitive with regard to the gifts people give - a per-
son’s dignity must be respected.

This value is especially important for children to acquire early, so
that they grow up learning gratitude and empathy.

I’ll never forget being at a classmate “Robert’s” tenth birthday party
– and what happened when he was opening everyone’s gifts. When he
unwrapped all of the fancy, expensive toys, his face lit up.

But there was one party guest, Eddie, whose parents couldn’t afford
a toy for a birthday present. Instead, Eddie’s parents bought him
Popsicle sticks and glue, and encouraged him to build something for
Robert.

Robert stared blankly at the home-made Popsicle stick castle that
Eddie built. Quite eagerly, Eddie explained that it took a week to build
- and added that he even had some leftover sticks and glue in case
Robert wanted to make something of his own.

Robert’s response was to say nothing at all, while pushing aside the
castle into the pile of already-opened gifts, immediately reaching for
another gift to unwrap.

I remember feeling so humiliated for Eddie, and at the same time
furious at Robert’s parents for remaining silent. 

When parents allow, or teach, their child to strip another of their dig-
nity, the lesson they impart is that others are beneath them.
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By

DAVE GORDON

out with a gold medal. 
“They weren’t quick matches. We

grappled intensively for about ten
minutes,” he recalled. “Fighting was

a lot harder at 36 than 19. The best part of the experience was that
I felt free from my Crohn’s to compete and face a new opponent. 

“Crohn’s was a nightmare that I finally feel I can wake up from.
Had someone taught me how to manage my disease using the meth-
ods I developed through occupational therapy, I would likely have
recovered in my early twenties and I could have accomplished so
much more.”

How optimistic is the founder and director of Proactive Therapy
MB - who shared that his business is still at the developmental level?
“I’m training for the provincial tournament now which is coming up
at the end of March. I’m excited about it and I want to keep going
after that. I’m going to keep pushing myself to get stronger and faster
and see where my technique gets me,” he explained with convic-
tion. 

“Judo really grounded me in my life. It’s a philosophy. It has given
me a sense of calm. I feel most at peace and have the sense of being
in control. I want my kids to feel that they can overcome challenges
(too) and Judo does that. The two older ones of six and eight are now
involved in the sport too. 

Oh, by the way, what also keeps this first-class mensch grounded
is that he is a parent who home-schools his own children. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and
covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports
to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-
mail: harv360@shaw.ca

Harvey Rosen
Continued from page 17.



There was a time when Nora and I enjoyed
recent American movies! But that has
changed! We recently saw “American Hustle”
with Christian Bale, Amy Adams, Bradley
Cooper, and Jennifer Lawrence. It was rated
as a four and a half star movie by the Arizona
Republic newspaper out of Phoenix, Arizona.
What a waste of thirteen dollars ( U.S.). It was
described as “an abscam sting of the 1970’s

in a relentlessly entertaining movie.” It was 138 minutes long, and we
could hardly wait to get out of there!

This movie doesn’t compare to an earlier movie on a similar subject,
called “The Sting” starring Robert Redford and Paul Newman as a cou-
ple of hustlers (scam artists) who prepare an elaborate scheme to
fleece an individual, by setting up a realistic horse betting parlour. The
movie comes in parts, beautifully illustrated, and easy to follow. If you
haven’t seen it yet, find a copy and treat yourself. 

On the plus side, we thoroughly enjoyed “Philomena,” starring Judi
Dench, as a woman who searches for her son, given up for adoption 50
years before. Steve Coogan, a cynical journalist helps her. Director Stephen
Frears successfully toes the line between humor and dark, dark drama.”

The Hollywood Academy Awards will be coming soon, and another
recent movie that will be in strong contention will be “The Wolf of
Wall Street”, starring my perennial favorite Leonardo Di Caprio. It’s a
three hour movie that will keep your attention throughout the entire
time! But it is full of four letter words, and nudity and fornication.
“Gone With The Wind” starring Clark Gable and Vivien Leigh was also
a three hour movie. What a difference!

Another recent movie that might be of interest is called “ Saving Mr.
Banks” starring Tom Hanks (another of my favorites). This movie
depicts some of the difficulties that the late Walt Disney had in bring-
ing “ Mary Poppins” to the big screen. He had to deal with the author
giving him permission to produce the film version, and having to
accept her ideas as to how it should be done. Emma Thompson also
stars in this good family movie. 

Another movie in this class was “Good Will Hunting,” starring Robin
Williams, Matt Damon, Ben Affleck and Minnie Driver. It was nomi-
nated for nine Academy Awards, winning Oscars for Robin Williams,
Matt Damon and Ben Affleck. Will Hunting ( Damon), is a headstrong,
working class genius. After one too many run-ins with the law his last
chance is a psychology professor, played by Williams. There are some
powerful scenes between Williams and Damon, as Williams tries to
probe the reasons for Damon’s aggressive attitude. Also there are ten-
der love scenes between Damon and Driver (a medical student).

In the same category, I would include the “Shawshank Redemption”,
starring Morgan Freeman and Tim Robbins. This was nominated for
seven Academy Awards (including best picture). Freeman plays “Red”
Redding, a lifer at Maine’s Shawshank State Prison. Robbins is a new
inmate, Andy Dufresne -  a quiet banker accused of murder. Few
movies capture the triumph of the human spirit, as memorably as “The
Shawshank Redemption.”

I hadn’t planned to be a movie critic, but there are so many won-
derful movies out there that deserve a second look.
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CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Winnipeg’s northernmost congregation
Friday, Feb 21 Candle Lighting:5:40. Schacharis:9:30. Shabbat ends:6:39
Sunday Morning service: 9:00
Weekday mornings Monday and Thursday: 8:00
Mincha/Maariv service for week of Feb 23-27: 5:50
Friday, Feb 28 Candle Lighting:5:51. Schacharis:9:30. Shabbat ends:6:50
Rosh Chodesh Adar II March 2, 3
mincha/maariv service for week of March 2-6: 6:00
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional

Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, Feb. 21 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 5:35 p.m., candle lighting

5:40 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 22 - Vayak’heil - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 6:39 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 23 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Feb. 24-Thursday, Feb. 27 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 28 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 5:45 p.m., candle lighting

5:51 p.m.
Saturday, March 1 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat

ends 6:50 p.m. Sunday, March 2 - Rosh Chodesh - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, March 3 - Rosh Chodesh - morning service 7:15 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday, March 4-Thursday, March 6 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK

561 Wellington Crescent; phone 204-452-3711; www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, February 21 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 PM; Candle Lighting 5:39 PM
Shabbat, February 22 – Parashat Vayakhel - Morning Service 9:00 AM; Evening Minyan

6:00 PM; Havdallah 6:40 PM
Friday, February 28 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 PM; Candle Lighting 5:50 PM
Shabbat, March 1 – Parashat Pekudei / Shabbat Shekalim - Morning Service 9:00 AM;

Family Service 10:30 AM; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 6:52 PM
Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 AM; Sunday and Canadian Holidays 9:00

AM; Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 PM; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:30 PM

For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue
office.

HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 
A heimishe Modern Orthodox Shul where everyone is welcome! Join Rabbi Ellis and our

vibrant community in River Heights at 620 Brock Street (at the corner of Fleet Avenue).
Parshat - Vayakhel - February 21 - 22 – Kabbalat Shabbat 5:40 pm, Shacharit 9:30 am,

Minchah, 1:09 pm, Shabbat Ends 6:39 pm.
Parshat – Pekudei - February 28 – Mar 1 - Kabbalat Shabbat 5:45 pm, Shacharit 9:30 am,

Minchah, 1:10 pm, Shabbat Ends 6:50 pm
Scholar In Residence Weekend Feb 28 – March 1 with Rabbi Charles Grysman & Lori

Grysman
Friday Feb 28 – Scholar In Residence dinner 7:00 pm
Shabbat Mar 1 – Lectures by Rabbi Grysman & Lori Grysman

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297

Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and

Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street.
Candle Lighting for Friday, February 21 at 5:40 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 5:40

p.m. Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - VAYAK’HEIL. Mincha
service at 5:40 p.m. Shabbat ends at 6:39 p.m.

Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 5:50 p.m.
Candle Lighting for Friday, February 28 at 5:51 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 5:50

p.m. Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - PEKUDEI. Parshat
Shekalim. Shabbat Chazak. Blessing of the New Month. Mincha service at 5:50 p.m.
Shabbat ends at 6:50 p.m.

Rosh Chodesh Adar 2 - Sunday March 2 & Monday March 3.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 6:00 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox Services are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be

holding: 
Fri Feb 21 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Faye Mount with Cantor Len Udow.
Sat Feb 22 9:30am Shabbat Shacharit Service led by the New Shul with potluck Kiddush

to follow. Sat Feb 22 12pm Yoga Shalom.
Sun Feb 23 2pm Candle Making Workshop with Sara Raymond.
Fri Feb 28 7:30pm Shabbat Service led by TS’s Religious School with Cantor Len Udow.

Fri Feb 28 8:45pm Presentation “Torah Stitch by Stitch” by Marilyn Cass, Social Hall.

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

By

HARRY WARREN

We are seniors
Chapter no. 52



continuous variation from one organism to
the next? 

(By the way, if we are to believe
Wikipedia, this is called the Omphalos

Hypothesis and it was first proposed by English naturalist Philip Henry
Gosse two years before Darwin’s “Origin of Species”! The word omphalos
means “navel”, because in accordance with the hypothesis God would
have created Adam with a belly-button.)

But even if we discount omphalos, the weak theory is not especially
problematic for those who believe we are created by God. It merely pro-
vided the detailed mechanism whereby he molded us from the primeval
slime. Not so the strong theory. The strong theory insists that there was no
guiding hand except for the laws of random chance. That I find frankly
unbelievable; and I’m
pretty sure it’s not
backed up by any kind
of scientific evidence.

How could it be? Even
if we were there to see
the very first fish who
sprouted legs and
walked on land…and
even if we saw the show-
er of cosmic particle that
disrupted his mother’s
DNA…and even if we
saw a billion other fish
exposed to that same
cosmic shower, born
with disgusting mutila-
tions that caused them to
die off…how does that
prove that the successful
mutation was merely the
result of the random dis-
ruption of the DNA? It
doesn’t and it can’t.
Because how can we
ever know that the “ran-
dom” cosmic particle
wasn’t sent on its course
by a guiding hand with a
definite purpose? One of
the favorite arguments
against “intelligent
design” is that it’s not a
“scientific” theory
because there is no con-
ceivable experiment that
could verify it or dis-
prove it. Isn’t the “strong
theory” just the opposite
side of the same coin?

At best the strong theo-
ry is nothing more than a
theory, and not a very
persuasive one as far as
I’m concerned. What
possible combination
of circumstances
would be necessary
for the smashing up
of a chunk of genetic
code to have the
effect of creating a
stronger, faster, or
smarter creature? Oh,
but there are trillions
and trillions of such
mutations every day,
you say? To which I
would answer that if
our genetic code is
that prone to tamper-
ing, the most likely
result would be a
rapid deterioration of
the species: the astro-
nomically tiny num-
ber of favorable
mutations would in
no way be sufficient
to stem the tidal wave
of unfavorable and
disastrous ones.

The other thing that

really bothers me about the whole debate is the smug superiority of mem-
bers of the so-called intellectual class who ridicule the ignorance of the dis-
believers for failing to accept the clear and compelling evidence that is right
before there eyes. Because whether we’re talking about the weak theory or
the strong theory, I don’t believe the scoffers know any more about the sci-
ence of genetics than they do about quantum mechanics. They just like
being on the right side of the fence, and they like to wear their allegiance
as a badge of superiority. When they ridicule me for not understanding the
scientific “evidence”, what they’re really doing is ridiculing me for not
accepting the word of the scientific authorities. 

And if there’s one thing I really believe (and that we Jews should under-
stand better than anybody) it’s that there are few aspects of social behavior
more dangerous and harmful than a blind acceptance of authority, and the
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Rady JCC Launches BBYO Connect Council 
for Teens in Grades Seven & Eight

The Rady JCC’s new BBYO
Connect program provide
teens in grades seven and
eight with enriching and fun
programming that promotes
affiliation with the commu-
nity. Activities take place
year-round and include cul-
tural, social, recreational,
wellness and social action
programming. 

This past January, students
in grades seven and eight
were invited to join the new
BBYO Connect Council. This
initiative gives teens the
opportunity to plan pro-
grams, decide on Tikkun
Olam and community ser-
vice projects and develop
their leadership skills. 

Furthermore, Jewish teens
in grades seven and eight
have the opportunity to meet with their peers, be
involved in planning programs of interest to teens,
work with youth and adult leaders and have tons of fun.

One of the initiatives of the BBYO Connect Council is
Cookies for a Cause. Teens get together once a month
to bake and decorate cookies which are either donated
to a local organization or sold at a JCC community
event with proceeds going to a local charity. Cookies
from the first Cookies for a Cause event were donated
to Osborne House. 

BBYO Connect Council members are also working
on the upcoming Shabbat Dinner for seventh and

eighth graders which will be
held at the Rady JCC on Friday,
February 28 at 5:30 p.m. Teens
are involved in all aspects on
this program including Shabbat
service, décor and ice breaker
games. 

Coming up on Saturday,
March 22 from 8:00-10:30
p.m. is Late Night at the J.
Activities will include floor
hockey, Zumba, swimming,
bouncers and ice cream bar.
Later this spring there are plans
for a Limo Scavenger Hunt. 

BBYO Connect offers teens a
variety of experiences to help
bridge the gap between imme-
diate pre and post Bar/Bat
Mitzvah and high school pro-
grams. At this crucial age,
BBYO Connect programs help
to link the break between

Bar/Bat Mitzvah and high school, giving younger teens
an early opportunity to enjoy fulfilling Jewish experi-
ences.

All teens in grades seven and eight are welcome to
join the BBYO Connect Council and attend Connect
activities. For more information contact Laura
Marjovsky, Program Manager for Child, Youth and
Family programs at (204) 477-7539 or
lmarjovsky@radyjcc.com.

The Rady JCC acknowledges the generous support of
the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. 

BBYO Connect Council. Top: Toby Szkop,
Emily Kalo, Rotem Keynan, Micky Levi (BBYO
Youth Leader). Bottom: Jenna Bravo, Jaron
Rykiss. Missing: Noa Golberg, Kyle Yaffe, Juan
Mohadeb (BBYO Youth Leader).

Marty Green
Continued from page 7.



Yiddish Celebrated in Winnipeg!
The I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust and the Rady JCC

Announce 6th Mameloshen Festival 
The I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Fund and

the Rady Jewish Community Centre are proud and
excited to announce that the 6th Mameloshen: Festival
of Yiddish Entertainment and Culture will be held at
the Muriel Richardson Auditorium located in the
Winnipeg Art Gallery in June 2014.

“The I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust is
proud to bring to so much joy to Winnipeg audiences
with the 6th Mameloshen Festival” noted Laurie
Mainster, co-producer of Mameloshen. 

The Festival opens Wednesday, June 18 with Ghetto
Tango, a moving and inspirational concert that high-
lights the songs and music performed in the under-
ground cabarets, which sprang up in the Jewish ghet-
tos in Nazi-occupied Europe. This compelling pro-
gram was created by Zalmen Mlotek and Adrienne
Cooper z”l. The musical theatre repertoire was writ-
ten and adapted by Jewish composers, lyricists,
actors, singers, street performers, and amateurs in the
Jewish Ghettos of Poland and Lithuania during World War II. Its musi-
cal forms reflect the diverse sources of popular Yiddish songs of the
first third of the twentieth century, songs rooted in East European
Jewish folk and liturgical music, and influenced by European opera
and operetta, American ragtime, film, and the international rage for

tango and cabaret enter-
tainment. The concert fea-
tures Zalmen Mlotek,
Daniella Rabbani, and
Avram Mlotek. 

The Mameloshen Festival takes great pride
in highlighting the talent and accomplish-
ments of performers with Winnipeg roots. On
Monday, June 23, A Bisele Haimeshe Yiddish
– A Little Homespun Yiddish will showcase
some of the best contributions to Yiddish cul-
ture in Winnipeg. We are delighted to
announce that special guest performers
Herschel and Judy Fox will join the playbill
for the first time at Mameloshen. Former
Winnipegger Herschel Fox is one of North
America’s favourite Yiddish artists and Judy
Fox is a talented singer that has appeared in
many cabarets and show venues. Both
Herschel and Judy Fox have long-standing
and celebrated careers as Chazzanim
(Cantors). Join Herschel and Judy Fox for a
program of Yiddishkeit containing Jewish
humour, cantorial and Chassidic fare plus a
little of Broadway. Back by popular demand,
the Gray Academy of Jewish Education
Yiddish Choir will be sure to dazzle the audi-
ence for their sixth appearance at
Mameloshen.

As an amazing finale to the 2014 Festival,
Mameloshen is pleased to present Justin
Odwak: A Rising Star’s Yiddish Program, on
Wednesday, June 25. One of the rising stars
in the music world is Winnipegger own,
singer Justin Odwak. He has a voice that
demands your attention from the moment he
begins to sing. He made his Mameloshen
debut in the sold out all Yiddish Fiddler on
The Roof in 2012. For this coming festival,
Justin will be featured as a solo performer
doing a variety of material from opera to pop
to Yiddish classics all sung in Mameloshen.
Produced and coordinated by Kinsey Posen.

“The Rady JCC is pleased to be working
with the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust in presenting again this wonderful
series which plays an integral role in preserv-
ing the place that Yiddish has in our commu-
nity” said Tamar Barr, Rady JCC’s Assistant
Executive Director and co-producer of the
Festival. 

Tickets go on sale as of May 12, 2014.
Please contact the Rady Jewish Community
Centre at 204-477-7510 or
www.radyjcc.com

JUDY and HERSCHEL FOX - first
time appearing at Mameloshen

on June 23

JUSTIN ODWAK
rising local star to perform solo 

on June 25
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ISRAELI SOVEREIGNTY
in JUDEA and SAMARIA

THE ISRAELI SOLUTION
THE CASE for

Presented by: Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada

Time and Location: T u e s d a y ,  A p r i l  1 ,  2 0 1 4  •  8 : 0 0  P M
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue
561 Wellington Crescent

Limited seating
Call  2 0 4 - 4 7 7 - 7 4 6 0  now for tickets and sponsorship information

Tickets NOW at w w w . j h c w c . o r g  (credit cards or PayPal) 
at McNally Robinson Booksellers starting Fe b r u a r y  1 5

Speaker: CAROLINE GLICK
IDF Officer

Harvard University MA in Public Policy
The Jerusalem Post Deputy Managing & Senior Contributing Editor

Security Policy advisor on joint Israeli-American concerns
Multiple Award Winner & Author
Mother, wife and Israeli citizen

CAROLINE B. GLICK

9th Annual  Sol and Florence Kanee Distinguished Lecture


