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New era about to begin for Chesed Shel Emes
By MYRON LOVE

A
new era is about to begin for the Chesed Shel
Emes, our community’s 90-year-old non-
profit funeral home. At the beginning of

March, the little house attached to the main chapel
is scheduled to be demolished. The “house” is cur-
rently home to the office, the multi-purpose board-
room and – most importantly – the area where bod-
ies are stored and tahara – ritual cleansing – is car-
ried out.

On the site, Akman Construction will be erecting
a new two-story structure custom designed for the
needs of the Chesed. Rena Boroditsky, the Chesed’s
long time executive director, reports that the new
addition to the chapel will have double doors at the
back leading to the Tahara room – the heart of the
operation – which will allow for easier entrance.

“We will have a walk-in cooler in the Tahara area
that will be able to accommodate all body sizes and shapes,” Boroditsky
adds. “We will also have room in the cooler to store coffins – to be shipped
to other communities - with bodies that have been through the process of
tahara. Treating the deceased with dignity is our priority.”

She further notes that the new area will allow for
safer working conditions.

The new addition will have a dedicated area for fam-
ily members and the shomrim (those charged with sit-
ting with the bodies and watching over them until the
funeral) and additional washrooms which can be
accessed from the chapel. Upstairs, there will be more
office space – some of it available for public use – and
a staff kitchen.

Gerry Pritchard, the Chesed’s current president,
notes that the current “house” dates back to the early
1900s. “The foundations are worn out and the building
needs to be replaced,” he says.

The last major fundraising campaign and building
project undertaken by the Chesed occurred in the mid
to late 1940s with the building of the current chapel. It
was only last spring that the Chesed Board officially
launched a fundraising campaign to pay for this new

project.
“We have already raised $2.7 million for the project,” Boroditsky reports.

“We are at 80% of our fundraising target of $3.18 million. We have had an

Continued on page 15. See “Chesed Shel Emes”.

Chesed Shel Emes

The last time international-
ly renowned journalist
Caroline Glick appeared

in Winnipeg was April, 2014,
when Glick was the tenth guest
speaker for that year’s Jewish
Heritage Centre of Western
Canada Sol and Florence
Kanee Distinguished Lecture.

Glick spoke before a packed
audience that year and her
returning to Winnipeg this
coming May is sure to fill the
Adas Yeshurun Herzlia
Synagogue when Glick will be
the third guest speaker in what
has become one of the community’s most stim-
ulating events:  The Adas Yeshurn Herzlia
Distinguished Lecturer Series.

Glick will share her perspective on the chal-
lenges and opportunities facing Israel in the
upcoming decade. 

The following is taken from a release issued
by the synagogue:

Under the co-chairmanship of Lynne Salman
and Sal Pellettieri and generously supported by
The Asper Foundation, this annual fundraiser
enables Adas Yeshurun Herzlia’s congregation

of 90 families to continue its
support of modern Orthodox
Judaism in Winnipeg. Rabbi
Yosef Benarroch’s spiritual
leadership ensures daily
minyans, adult classes at the
synagogue and at the Asper
Campus, Shabbat and
Holiday programming
including Junior
Congregation, and hands-on
learning for children aged 8-
11. Additionally, Rabbi
Benarroch supervises
Kashrut, the Asper Campus
Mikvah, and the Eruv for the

benefit of Winnipeg’s Jewish community and
its visitors in his role as Rav Hamachshir. 

Following in the footsteps of previous distin-
guished speakers Dara Horn and Rabbi Joseph
Telushkin. Glick is a world-class journalist
with an impressive CV.  She is a senior
columnist with The Jerusalem Post, and
Ma’ariv, and has been published in leading
newspapers and journals including The Wall
Street Journal, The New York Times, National
Continued on page 10. See “Herzlia”.

Renowned journalist Caroline Glick 
to deliver this year’s lecture for the 

Adas Yeshurun Herzlia
Distinguished Lecture Series

CAROLINE GLICK

Canada Post Publication  Agreement #40047412



2 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, February 19, 2020

Community news

Israeli hockey player Guy Rozin continues to 
improve his game playing in Canada

By BERNIE BELLAN

In our last issue (February 5) I reported on the success that 17-year-old
Michael Akbashev has had in the world of competitive judo.
Since I had written about Michael last year, it wasn’t all that difficult for

me to remember what I had written.
But, when I decided to take a look at another young Israeli-born athlete

whose story had been told in our paper, I was surprised to see that I, myself,
had written the first story about Guy Rozin – three years ago to be exact,
when Guy was 13 and when Guy and his family had just moved to
Winnipeg from Israel – all so that Guy could further his hockey playing
career.

You see, when I thought of writing about Guy again my first thought was
that it was Scott Taylor who had written about Guy for our paper – last year.
Then, when I reread Scott’s article, I was surprised to read that Scott was
actually following up an article I had written.

In any event, when I contacted Guy on February 11, it was actually the
first time I had spoken with him. Previously my contact was through Guy’s

parents, Roie and Pnina. Back in
2017 Guy’s English would not
have been good enough for me to
interview him, and although he’s a
typical teenager in that his answers
were short – not the sort of long
winded answers I’m more used to
when interviewing older subjects,
he still showed the same self-con-
fidence that both Scott Taylor and
I had noted when writing about
him previously.

Just to recap – here’s a brief
summary how Guy came to be
playing hockey in Winnipeg: It
was Abe Anhang who played a
crucial role in bringing the Rozin
family to Winnipeg.

In my 2017 article Abe
explained his connection to the

Rozin family: “My oldest friend
from Winnipeg, Dr. Donald
Silverberg (son of the late Jack
Silverberg, who was a math teacher

at St. Johns and ultimately the principal of JWC) lives in Netanyah. Dr.
Donald Silverberg has a son, Monte, who is a lawyer in Israel and Monte
Silverberg had a friend (and client) by the name of Roie Rozin. “Pnina
(Roie’s wife) and Roie have always been sports people (Roie used to play
professional soccer) and their kids are good at various sports – his daugh-
ter at gymnastics, their other son at tennis and their son Guy turned out to
be an exceptional hockey player 

“When I found out that Guy (at age 12) had been the European MVP
(most valuable player) for two years in a row (in an in-line hockey tourna-
ment), it sort of got my attention. Then, wanting to see whether he could
make it in Canada competitively, I suggested that Roie and Guy come to a
hockey school, so they came for the summer of 2014. He did well there, so
I introduced them and they met with the people at Federation who were
extremely helpful! As a result, the Rozins applied for Permanent Residence
under the Nominee Program (Pnina is a registered nurse, which was in
demand then). They moved here in July of 2016 and got their landing card
in January 2017. “Barbara (Anhang) and I sort of adopted them. Their 3
children are at the Gray Academy and have settled very well.”

Guy’s father, Roie, filled in some more of the details about the family’s
decision to move to Winnipeg so that then 13-year-old Guy could play
hockey here.

I asked Roie what exactly led to the family’s making such a momentous
decision – to pack up and leave behind a good life in Israel and make the
move to Winnipeg. He explained that it started three years ago, when Guy
was participating in an in-line hockey tournament in Europe (one of sever-
al European tournaments in which the then 11-year-old Guy had already
participated). A coach from another team remarked to Roie that Guy
showed exceptional promise as a hockey player. That coach said Guy “has
something in his head – he’s very smart, and very fast, and I need to do
something with him,” that coach suggested. “Two years ago he started to
play ice hockey in Israel. We have only two rinks in Israel,” Roie noted.
Roie said, “Everybody who saw him (Guy) said ‘he’s a great player, you
must do something’, so we decided to move to Canada – that’s the big rea-
son – to play hockey.” One more note about that story – when Guy arrived
here with his family in 2017 he was only 5’ tall, but – he was very fast,
something his then-coach, Jeff Sveinson, noted when he remarked: “He’s
very small, but he’s very skilled.”

Fast forward to 2019 when I asked Scott Taylor to do a follow-up story
about Guy’s progress. 

Scott wrote: “I thought it might be hard finding a team and having a place
to play, but it wasn’t,” said Guy. “I felt I was good enough.” Guy arrived
in Winnipeg and hit the ice flying. He was first taken under the wing of
Monarchs’ City Minor Bantam AAA coach Jeff Sveinson and then City
Bantams AAA head coach John Fehr. He has now won three straight AAA
championships with the Monarchs – Minor Bantam, Bantam and Midget.
Last month, he helped the AAA Midget Monarchs beat the Sharks to win
the 2019 title. Despite breaking his wrist early in the season, he was a force
down the stretch and in the playoffs. He finished the regular season with
six goals and 15 points in 16 games. To top off his season, Rozin flew to
Bulgaria to help Israel finish 3-1-1 and in second place at the IIHF U-18
Division III World Championship. He scored the winning goal 40 seconds
into overtime in a 4-3 win over New Zealand and also scored the eventual
winning goal in a big 5-2 win over Mexico. He finished the tournament
with three goals and an assist in five games.

Scott also noted that “Guy’s immediate

16-year-old GUY ROZIN - who
has grown six inches since com-
ing to Canada four years ago

Continued on next page.



goal is to make the Provincial
Midget AAA Wild next season. If

not, he’d be fine playing another season with the Monarchs.”
Oh – and one more point: By last year Guy had grown to 5’ 4” – and was

still growing.

So, when I caught up with Guy recently, my first question to him was:
“How tall are you now?”

“Five six” was the answer. That’s two inches in one year – still not
enough to be able to make it a cinch for Guy to move up the ladder of com-
petitive hockey, but at least he’s trending in the right direction.

And – following up on Scott’s observation that Guy was hoping to make
the AAA under 17 Wild – he did.

Here’s something else that we had written about in a past issue of the
JP&N and which I wanted to ask Guy: “There were three other Israeli boys
who had come here to play hockey last summer. Are they all still here?”

“No,” was Guy’s answer. “Only one of them is” – a kid by the name of
Ido Shteinberg, who is also 17. Ido is also playing with the Wild, Guy says,
and while he’s here he’s living with the Rozin family.

Like last year though – when Guy broke his pinky, had surgery, and
missed a good part of the season, this year also saw Guy miss quite a few
games due to a broken thumb injury.

“I’ve played only 25 games,” he says, yet he has still scored 11 goals and
has had six assists, “and we have four more games in the regular season.”

A Grade 11 student at Gray Academy, Guy is now hoping to make the
jump to Junior Hockey. He’ll be attending tryout camps with a number of
different teams, he says.

Guy’s greatest asset – as it has been since he first took up roller hockey
at a young age in Israel, has always been his speed.

“Are you the fastest player on your team?” I asked him.
“Yup,” was the answer.
So, it came as no surprise that his favourite NHL player is Connor

McDavid, who has incredible speed.
“Are you as fast as him?” I asked facetiously.
“No – not even close,” came Guy’s reply.
“You must be faster than at least some of the Jets,” I observed – at least

some of those pylons they call defensemen.
“If you don’t make it in Junior, are you still going to be staying in

Canada?” I asked him.
“Maybe,” came the answer. “I have no idea. I don’t have any other

plans.”
“How are you doing in school?” I asked.
“I’m doing pretty well,” Guy responded.
I told Guy that I recently nominated him for Jewish Athlete of the Year.

(I also nominated Michael Akbashev, by the way, since there’s no limit as
to how many individuals one person can nominate. It used to be easier to
think of names to nominate when Harvey Rosen was writing for us, then
Scott Taylor picked up the slack for a while - and will be back with a new
column quite soon. However, I sure miss Harvey’s style of writing – espe-
cially his use of the phrase “athletes of the Jewish persuasion”.)

At that point in the interview Guy offered something interesting, that
came in response to a question I asked whether he had any recent pictures
or videos that he might be able to share.

“I have some pictures and videos from Korea,” came Guy’s answer.
“Korea?” I asked.
“Yes, I was there for the world under-20 championships,” he explained.

Then I remembered something Scott Taylor had noted in his article last
year, when he wrote about Guy’s playing for the Israeli under-20 team in
Sophia, Bulgaria last year. Scott mentioned that Israel was being promoted
to Division IIB from Division III as a result of its finishing first in Division

III in last year’s tournament.
I asked Guy which other teams were in Israel’s division? 
He answered: “South Korea, China, Netherlands, and Croatia.” (He for-

got about Belgium, which was also in Israel’s division, I found out later.)
“How did you do?” I asked.
“We lost every game,” Guy answered – without hesitation. (Hey, get this

kid a tutor in how to answer a reporter’s questions. He should have said:
“We gave 100% effort but were just not able to find the net the way we
should have.”)

“How did you do personally?” I then asked. “Did you score any goals?”
“Yah, I scored two goals,” came Guy’s reply. “We scored only three goals

in total.” (And poor Israel had 50 goals scored against.)
“Oh,” I said (trying to hide the disappointment in my voice). “How many

games did you play?”
“Five games”, Guy answered.
“Well, at least it was a learning experience,” I suggested.
I wondered whether the Israel team had any non-Israeli players. I noted

that in the World Baseball Championship Israel is allowed to use players
from anywhere in the world so long as they’re Jewish.

But, Guy explained, in the world Under-20 hockey tour, also in the reg-
ular adult tournament, a player must have lived in the country for which
he’s playing for at least two years.

While Guy’s hope is to make it to Junior A hockey next year, if not, he’s
content to keep playing under-18 AAA for the Wild – if he can make the
team. But, as Scott Taylor noted last year, Guy’s hope was to move up from
the Bantam level to the Midget level this past year – which he did, so it
would come as no surprise if he took the next step in his progression to
Junior – which would be a world away from playing roller hockey in Israel
only four short years ago.
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Dear Bernie,
Thank you for your coverage of our 2020 International Holocaust

Remembrance Day event. I felt it important to point out however, that
there is a historical error in Myron’ Love’s article: Myron writes,
“Lowy and his sister, Miriam, were saved from the ovens—the fate of
the rest of their family – at Auschwitz in the summer of 1944 for the
reason that they were twins—a particular interest of Dr. Josef
Mengele—AKA “The Angel of Death” –who greeted every arriving
train and determined which of the Jews and others coming out of the
boxcars would live and which would be sent right to the gas chambers.”
In fact, according to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
(USHMM) , the infamous Mengele was one of among approximately
30 physicians who performed selections on the ramp. The USHMM
researchers further point out, “Mengele is known as the “Angel of
Death,” or sometimes as the “White Angel,” for his coldly cruel
demeanor on the ramp. He is associated more closely with this “selec-
tion duty” than any other medical officer at Auschwitz, although by
most accounts he performed this task no more often than any of his col-
leagues. The association is partially explained by his postwar notoriety.
The pervasive image of Mengele at the ramp in so many survivors'
accounts has also to do with the fact that Mengele often appeared “off-
duty” in the selection area whenever trainloads of new prisoners arrived
at Auschwitz, searching for twins.

Thank you,
Belle Jarniewski 
Executive Director 
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada

LETTER



One of our objectives in running this paper
has always been to provide a wide range
of subjects among which readers can pick

and choose.  
When it comes to deciding just which stories

we will publish in any given issue, while we cer-
tainly try to give priority to local stories, we’re
also interested in publishing stories that reflect
on Jewish life in as many different ways as pos-

sible.
That’s why, each issue, we like to have a few “lighter” stories – often

having to do either with the entertainment world or something that might
be considered a little off beat.

But, for years, with Harvey Rosen penning a steady flow of columns
about Jewish athletes, both local and international in flavour, we were one
of the few Jewish newspapers in North America that paid much attention to
sports – of almost any kind.

I myself grew up reading The Jewish Post in my parents’ home; it was a
much different paper back in those days. Melvin Fenson was the editor and
his regular column, titled “Marginal Comment” would be featured on page
2 of each issue. It was an eclectic column – even more eclectic than this
one.

In the rest of the paper there would be a host of upcoming community
events reported on, most of which were associated with different organiza-
tions that have either passed from the scene or have shrunk to mere sem-
blances of their former selves. Teas, concerts, speakers…they all were
mentioned in The Jewish Post. The fact is, however, that Winnipeg’s
Jewish community was much closer knit then than it has since become.

And, when it came to sports, three sports dominated the pages of The
Jewish Post in the 1960s and 70s: bowling, curling, and softball. Sure, the
community produced some excellent athletes in all three sports, but until
Sherman Greenfeld came along and began to dominate the sport of rac-
quetball – not only locally, but internationally as well, there were not many
locally produced athletes who could have been said to have risen to world
class status.

Mark Berger in judo certainly achieved international recognition, but
Mark came here already having achieved great success in his sport.

But, in this issue and the past one (February 5), we have chosen to take
another look at two young athletes whose families moved here from Israel:
Michael Akbashev (in our last issue) and Guy Rozin (in this one), after hav-
ing written about them in previous years.

What is unusual about these young men is that both, at a very young age,
decided to focus most of their energies on their respective sports. In
Michael’s case it has been judo and in Guy’s case, ice hockey.

The singular pursuit of excellence in their chosen sports is unusual for
young Jewish athletes in Winnipeg –and it comes at considerable financial
cost.

While the expense of travelling to various tournaments in other cities –
often on different continents, is usually at least partly borne by sponsoring

organizations, very
often young athletes
who are competing at
the highest levels of
their sport are forced to
undertake fundraising
campaigns on their
own.

That’s why, when I
received the following
email from Baruch
Akbashev, Michael
Akbashev’s father, I
immediately sent out
inquiries to both the
Rady JCC and the
Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba, asking
whether either organi-
zation might be able to
offer some assistance to
Michael:

Hello, Bernie,
I just wanted to say

thank you for the article
with my son. It’s very
impressive. 

As you know,
Michael has been
selected to represent
Canada in International
Master Bremen compe-

tition in March 2020. He is looking for the chance to compete and meet
with the other judokas from around the world.

Unfortunately,  we can’t afford the travel expenses.
Perhaps, you may know who can help us and sponsor Michael?
Thank you very much,
Best Regards,
Baruch Akbashev 

I sent emails to Rob Berkowits, executive director of the Rady JCC, and
Marla Aronovitch, Director of Operations & Grants at the Jewish
Foundation, asking both of them whether there might be some form of
financial assistance available for someone like Michael Akbashev.

I heard back from both Marla and Rob – Marla via email, and Rob over
the phone. 

Here’s what Marla Aronovitch wrote to me:

Hi Bernie,
Thanks for the e-mail.  I have been in contact with the family.

The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba as a public foundation registered
with the Canada Revenue Agency must abide by CRA rules in order to
maintain it’s charitable status.   Therefore the JFM can only distribute to
qualified donees (https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/char-
ities-giving/charities/policies-guidance/qualified-donees.html).   With
regard to distribution to individuals the JFM may only distribute for edu-
cational (post secondary) purposes, medical research and artist’s project
grants.  We must also abide by our own grant and scholarship guidelines.

Therefore we are unable to help Michael with his expenses for this trip.
It falls outside our guidelines.

The JFM has many different scholarships/bursaries for university stu-
dents.  We are currently working with one donor who is leaving a bequest
to fund a scholarship for a Jewish athlete, however, this scholarship will not
be created until the planned gift is received (which could be many years in
the future).

Marla
Then, when I spoke to Rob Berkowits, he absolutely agreed with me that,

while there is no shortage of financial assistance available for students or
artists within the Jewish community, there is virtually nothing available in
the way of financial assistance for athletes – and that’s a crying shame.

When I suggested to Rob that something ought to be done about this sit-
uation he certainly agreed – but he also reminded me that we had actually
run an ad in one of our own recent issues (the January 8 one) which gave
information about financial assistance that is now available for young
hockey players in Grades 8-11, and which is being financed by the family
of the late Max Labovitch.

But, while what the Labovitch family is doing is terrific, there should be
more attention paid to young up and coming athletes in our community. I
was actually somewhat surprised to learn from Marla Aronovitch that with
all the scholarships and grants doled out by the Jewish Foundation, there is
nothing for athletes. In my conversation with Rob I noted that funding has
been forthcoming when it comes to sending young athletes to the annual
Maccabiah Games, which are organized by the many JCC’s across North
America and which are held in different cities in the United States and
Canada each summer, so certainly money is available for certain types of
athletic activities, but nothing that might be considered elite athletic fund-
ing.

Wouldn’t it be something if Michael Akbashev were to represent Canada
in this coming summer’s Olympic Games in Japan? If you would be inter-
ested in helping Michael compete in the international competition
described by his father, Baruch Akbashev’s email address is: baruch.akba-
shev@gmail.com.

On another note, ever since Jared Kushner announced his much antici-
pated plan for peace between Palestinians and Israelis I’ve been trying to
read as many different reactions to the Kushner proposals as possible.

While I certainly expected to see criticism coming from the pro-
Palestinian side I was somewhat surprised to learn that many in the settler
community are also opposed to the Kushner plan.

The reason, I learned, is that if, by some miracle, the Palestinians were to
fool everyone and accept the Kushner plan, a good many of the outposts
that have been established on the West Bank, especially in what is known
as Samaria, would find themselves isolated in territory that would become
part of a Palestinian state.

While many of those settlements would still remain in Israeli hands, they
would become enclaves within a Palestinian state – a situation which those
settlers bitterly oppose.

While it has been suggested that Netanyahu was so eager to accept the
Kushner plan in its entirety since it has practically no chance of being
accepted by the Palestinians, wouldn’t it be something if Mahmoud Abbas
were to fool everyone and actually accept the plan?

Not only would east Jerusalem then become the capital of a Palestinian
state, for the first time ever territory that has been a part of the State of
Israel since its founding in 1948 would now become part of a Palestinian
state. 
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Some good news for a change
By MYRON LOVE

I
t would seem that every new source you turn to these days is predicting
gloom and doom. So-called “climate activists” keep telling us that if the
nations of the world can’t stop the average temperature from rising a

couple of degrees soon, we will all be dead in ten to twelve years (as if you
would even notice if the average temperature in January were, say, - 16
instead of -18). Or we can stop all use of gas and oil and freeze throughout
the winter.

Other experts have been predicting World War III because the Trump
Administration killed a top Iranian general (as if Iran hadn’t been waging
war against the United States for over 40 years).

Or we read about terrorism worldwide or new plagues (e.g.,
Coronavirus,) that will decimate humanity.

It was therefore refreshing to read a couple of months ago an opinion
piece by one Matt Ridley arguing that we are actually living in the best of
times. Who is Matt Ridley, you may wonder? Well, Ridley is a member of
the British House of Lords, as well as a businessman and journalist. He also
writes a blog called “The Rational Optimist”.

“We are living through the greatest improvement in human living stan-
dards in history,” Ridley wrote in his December 21 blog posting.

He first notes that extreme poverty has fallen below 10 per cent of the
world’s population for the first time. “It was 60 per cent when I was born,”
he noted. “Global inequality has been plunging as Africa and Asia experi-
ence faster economic growth than Europe and North America; child mor-
tality has fallen to record low levels; famine virtually went extinct; malar-
ia, polio and heart disease are all in decline. To the “Greens”, he points to
a book by MIT scientist, Andrew McAfee, More from Less, which shows
how some nations are beginning to use less metal, less water, less land -
less stuff overall.

For example, he reports that the quantity of all resources consumed per
person in Britain fell by a third between 2000 and 2017, from 12.5 tonnes
to 8.5 tonnes. “That’s a faster decline than the increase in the number of
people, so it means fewer resources consumed overall,” he writes.

“If this doesn’t seem to make sense,” he continues, “then think about
your own home. Mobile phones have the computing power of room-sized
computers of the 1970s. I use mine instead of a camera, radio, torch, com-
pass, map, calendar, watch, CD player, newspaper and pack of cards. LED
light bulbs consume about a quarter as much electricity as incandescent
bulbs for the same light. Modern buildings generally contain less steel and
more of it is recycled. Offices are not yet paperless, but they use much less

paper.”
Efficiencies in agriculture, he points out, means that the productivity of

agriculture is rising so fast that human needs can be supplied by a shrink-
ing amount of land. He quotes scientist Jesse Ausubel of Rockefeller
University and his colleagues who argue that, thanks to modern technolo-
gy, we use 65 per cent less land to produce a given quantity of food com-
pared with 50 years ago.

“By 2050,” Ridley writes, “it’s estimated that an area the size of India
will have been released from the plough and the cow.

And forests are expanding, especially in rich countries. In 2006, Ridley
adds, Ausubel worked out that no reasonably wealthy country had a falling
stock of forest, in terms of both tree density and acreage.

“Large animals are returning in abundance in rich countries; populations
of wolves, deer, beavers, lynx, seals, sea eagles and bald eagles are all
increasing; and now even tiger numbers are slowly climbing,” he notes.

“Since its inception,” he observes, “the environmental movement has
been obsessed by finite resources. The two books that kicked off the green
industry in the early 1970s, The Limits to Growth in America and Blueprint
for Survival in Britain, both lamented the imminent exhaustion of metals,
minerals and fuels. The Limits to Growth predicted that if growth contin-
ued, the world would run out of gold, mercury, silver, tin, zinc, copper and
lead well before 2000.

“To this day none of those metals has significantly risen in price or fall-
en in volume of reserves, let alone run out.”

He adds that “a modern irony is that many green policies advocated now
would actually reverse the trend towards using less stuff. A wind farm
requires far more concrete and steel than an equivalent system based on
gas. Environmental opposition to nuclear power has hindered the generat-
ing system that needs the least land, least fuel and least steel or concrete per
megawatt. Burning wood instead of coal in power stations means the
exploitation of more land and even higher emissions. Organic farming uses
more land than conventional. Technology has put us on a path to a cleaner,
greener planet. We don’t need to veer off in a new direction. If we do, we
risk retarding progress.”

As we enter the third decade of this century,” he concludes, “I’ll make a
prediction: by the end of it, we will see less poverty, less child mortality,
less land devoted to agriculture in the world. There will be more tigers,
whales, forests and nature reserves. The global political future may be
uncertain, but the environmental and technological trends are pretty clear –
and pointing in the right direction.”

Both those concessions have been bitterly opposed by Netanyahu all his
political life. Even despite the fact that the Kushner plan is overwhelming-
ly favourable to Israel, the fact that Israel would have to make some con-
cessions could prove disastrous for Netanyahu. He would undoubtedly lose
the support of the right wing parties that are currently propping up his
Likud-led coalition. It seems absolutely clear, therefore, that Netanyahu is
fully confident that no Palestinian leader would ever dare to accept the
Kushner plan. 

So, why would a smart young guy like Jared Kushner ever roll out a
peace plan that any experienced negotiator would have warned him is
doomed to failure? Perhaps it was to bolster Trump’s support among Jews
– which, except for a portion of the Orthodox community, is abysmally
low. Or perhaps it was because Kushner truly believes that only by dis-
carding all the previously held assumptions about what it would take to
bring Palestinians and Israelis to a lasting peace agreement could an agree-
ment actually be achieved.

Either way, I have to hand it to Kushner for original thinking on the sub-
ject. Really, what did he have to lose by attempting to break a logjam that
has existed for decades? If his proposal goes nowhere – as almost every-
one so far whose opinion I’ve read believes will be the case, then he and
his “genius” father-in-law will still be given credit for coming up with the
most pro-Israel peace plan ever proposed. And, if by some strange twist of
fate, Abbas calls everyone’s bluff and accepts the plan, then Kushner – and
Trump will be regarded as brilliant deal makers of a kind that we haven’t
seen before.

Of course, Abbas is a dead man if he even begins to countenance accept-
ing the Kushner plan. But who would ever have expected Anwar Sadat to
fly to Israel to enter into peace negotiations with Menachem Begin? The
Middle East is so totally unpredictable that writing off the Kushner plan
may be premature. Kushner may seem quite naïve on the subject of bring-
ing about a lasting peace between Palestinians and Israelis, but I certainly
applaud his attitude that only by leaving aside all the previously held
assumptions about what it would take to achieve that goal can a break-
through be achieved.

Correction: In our last issue there was a mistake in the column written
by Gerry Posner about his having purchased hearing aids. The cost for pur-
chasing each hearing aid - even after receiving a Province of Ontario rebate
and some assistance from private insurance, came to $1,000 per ear, not the
$10,000 we had printed.

(Continued from previous page.) Jewish 101-year-old woman: Hitler was my
neighbor and was ‘terrified of us’

(JTA Feb. 14, 2020) — A 101-year-old woman living in the United
Kingdom has revealed that Adolf Hitler was her next-door neighbor.

Alice Frank Stock lived next to the Nazi leader in Munich on
Prinzregentplatz Street in the 1920s
and early ’30s, she told the news
agency SWNS.

“There were two entrances, one
was for our apartment and the other
was number 14, and I can’t remem-
ber the other one, it was number 13

ALICE FRANK STOCK

The apartment block where
Hitler - and Alice Frank Stock
lived in Munich on
Prinzregentplatz Street 

or 15, and that’s where Hitler
lived,” she said.

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=YyeTUNL3HoM

She didn’t interact with him —
only catching glimpses of him as
he entered the apartment under
heavy guard.

“I saw him once, twice coming
home,” she said. “And his car
would draw up and then two SS
men would jump out and stand on
each side of his way, and he rushed
out to the house terrified of us, that
someone will try and kill him.”

Once, she recalled, she got a tick-
et to the opera from her school —
and was slated to sit in the same
box as Hitler.

“I got a ticket, it was in the royal
box of the smaller opera,” she said.
“I got to the royal box in the
evening and there were SS men
saying ‘You can’t come here, go
two boxes further down.’ And
before the curtain went up I looked
at the royal box and there was
Hitler sitting there.”
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Community news

Adventurous Spencer Bubis impressive combination of 
scholarly achievement, athletic ability and social activism

L
ast summer, when
Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau

flew to the Inuit com-
munity of Arctic Bay in
the High Arctic to
announce the creation of
a new long term protect-
ed area in Canada’s

High Arctic Basin, one of those on hand to greet
him was none other than Spencer Bubis.

Now, you may well be wondering what a 17-
year-old Winnipeg high school student was doing
in Arctic Bay in the middle of the summer. And
that is an interesting story in itself.

Last summer, Bubis took time out from his
summer job as a counselor at BB Camp to take
part in a two-week expedition to Greenland and
the high Arctic, funded by a scholarship from the
American Embassy in Ottawa. “Students on Ice”
is a 20-year-old organization that is dedicated to
taking groups of students on polar expeditions to
learn about the region. 

“I have always been the kind of person who is
enthusiastic about trying new things,” he says.

Bubis was one of 130 students (up to the age of
24) – along with another 100 experts in  matters
pertaining to the Arctic – who were on board an
ice breaker which travelled for over 4,000 km
from Greenland up to Resolute Bay and back.

“We all met in Ottawa and boarded a chartered
flight to Greenland,” he reports. “Fifty percent of
the students were Indigenous – including Sami
people from northern Scandinavia.

“It provided us with an interdisciplinary approach to learning about the
Arctic and its peoples. It was one of the greatest experiences of my life to
date. The icebergs are beautiful. The Arctic is a special place that more
Canadians should learn about. I hope to go back again at some point in my
life.”

Bubis learned about Students on Ice from someone he met on an earlier
trek to Ecuador and the Amazon rainforest in 2017. That visit, during which
he was a Canadian youth ambassador, was organized by EF Tours Canada.

Considering his passion for travel, it perhaps came as little surprise that
in 2018 he won the provincial Canadian Geographic Challenge with an
accompanying invitation to be among 20 competitors across Canada for the
national championships. (He fell somewhat short of the national title.)

He was also one of four winners of an essay
contest – co-sponsored by the University of
Manitoba Department of History and the Seven
Oaks School Division – the subject being the
Winnipeg General Strike.

While the son of Daniel Bubis and Jennifer
Blumenthal has seen more of Canada and the
world than most young people his age, this story
is much more than an account of his travels. You
might say that Spencer is the complete package
– combining a yen for adventure, scholastic
excellence, athletic ability and social activism.

“From a young age, I have been drawn to
opportunities that allow me to help people,” he
says. “My parents raised us (Spencer and his
younger brother) to have a sense of empathy.”

That side of Bubis is indicated, for example,
by his teaching swimming – as a volunteer – to
special needs kids at the Cindy Klassen Pool.
“Special need kids often love the water,” he
notes.

And, at St. John’s Ravenscourt, where he is
“assistant head boy” (which he equates with
being vice-president of student council), he
revitalized the Philanthropy Club and initiated a
Koats for Kid campaign that has collected 1,600
coats over the past three years for underprivi-
leged kids.

He has also been an athletic leader during his
time at SJR. He has most recently started a
cross-country ski team. He is also on the varsi-
ty boys’ cross country running team and the
school’s relay team, both of  which earned

championship banners for the school.

Nationally, Bubis has served for three years on the executive of
Experiences Canada’s
Youth Advocacy
Council and was the
council president last
year. The organization
helps younger
Canadians to get to
know their country
through exchange pro-
grams, forums and
conferences.

“There are 18 if us
on the council from
across Canada,” he
says. “Our role is to
provide feedback
from a youth perspec-
tive. We also create
our own goals and
projects under the aus-
pices of Experiences
Canada.”

His achievements in
all facets of life have
earned Bubis consid-
eration for a $100,000
Loran Scholars
Foundation scholar-
ship. The scholarship
would cover four
years of university. He
reports that over 5,000
students from across
Canada applied. “I
was one of 150 students who passed the first round,” he says. “We took part
in a video conference in December followed by a series of interviews with
committee members in Toronto.”

The Winnipegger was one of 88 national finalists, each of whom receives
a $5,000 bursary.

For next year, Bubis says that has applied both to McGill University  and
Western in London, Ontario. “What I like about the Ivey School of
Business at Western,” he says, “is that I can spend the first two years study-
ing Arts or Social Science. So I could earn two degrees. I have a lot of inter-
ests, but I am not sure yet what I want to do.”

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Conservative movement apologizes for list of
innovative rabbis that featured only men

(JTA Feb.14, 2020) — The Conservative movement’s congregational
umbrella group apologized for publishing an article about innovative rab-
bis that only included men.

The article by the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism in the
February issue of its Journeys publication featured five rabbis who “meet
people where they are.” Among other things, the rabbis organized events
in cafes and ice cream shops to engage Jews outside of the synagogue.

But the article, which is no longer available online, quickly drew criti-
cism on social media for its lack of gender diversity.

One of the rabbis on the list, Jesse Olitzky of Congregation Beth El in
South Orange, New Jersey, even wrote in a comment Wednesday on his
Facebook page that he was “embarrassed and ashamed” that he hadn’t
asked about who else was being featured on the list and “that only male
rabbis are represented.”

Another Conservative rabbi, Daniel Novick, posted his own list on
Facebook of five female rabbis “meeting people where they are.”

On Thursday, United Synagogue addressed the article in a Facebook
post.

“We apologize and take full responsibility,” the organization wrote.
“We understand the kind of message this type of omission can send, and
we are profoundly sorry. ”

United Synagogue also noted the many female speakers at its recent
conferences and “will continue to use this as an opportunity to look
inward to further examine our internal processes for engaging, gathering,
and sharing stories of our community.”

The Conservative movement has been ordaining women as rabbis since
1985.

17-year-old SPENCER BUBIS in the town of
Uummannaq, Greenland, last summer
Photo credit:Kim Aubut Demers/SOI Foundation

A photo of Spencer taken at Sirmilik National
Park, Nunavut in the summer of 2019
Photo credit: Natta Summerky/SOI Foundation



Wednesday, February 19, 2020, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   7

Ageing

Ageing can bring benefits too!
T

he older one gets, the more one must deal
with the matter of ageing. Webster dictio-
nary defines ageism: “prejudice or dis-

crimination based on a person’s age”. The term
ageism was first used in 2014 by gerontologist
Robert N. Butler to describe the discrimination
of older adults.

At my age 92 I must be aware of how my age-
ing affects me. The simple fact of living more

years tends to weaken the body, and there is no “secret pill” to counteract
this process. But there is a solution. So long as I still manage to keep a
sharp mind – and close friends assure me that this is the case -I must keep
myself stimulated so as to remain mentally alert. This I try to do - by writ-
ing and painting. I will never produce a best-selling book or a Rembrandt
– but these consistent daily activities have added many good years to my
long life.

Of course I have my share of aches and
pains – my back especially often makes me
feel uncomfortable, but by keeping my
mind active and alert I seem to be fore-
stalling most of the troubles that accompa-
ny old age .

According to Statistics Canada, the aver-
age retirement age in Canada is just over
63. At my age 92 I have officially been an
ageing person for almost 30 years – virtu-
ally one-third of my life. Whilst I must
constantly deal with the problems of ageism, I find that most people who
are guilty of ageism are totally unaware of that problem – or perhaps worse
– they are simply unaware there is such a problem .

Ageism is as intolerable as racism or sexism or hatred of foreigners or
prejudice against women. Whereas most people will own up to their other
prejudices and honestly feel they can validate them ( some are even proud
that they can “justify” them), they are often offended by the suggestion that
they are against older people, and readily supply examples of how they are
so supportive of an older relative, etc. Some are even caretakers of an aged
family member.

I feel it is urgent for society to stop promoting the stereotype about age-
ing and the aged. This is especially imperative in the world of advertising.
Quite apart from fair-mindedness, the fact is that the elderly constitute
enormous spending power, but are basically disregarded by advertisers
who choose to look to younger people almost exclusively, even though
they are a less-affluent body of potential customers. Too often advertisers
portray the elderly in negative terms. These harmful portrayals not only
offend older people but also contribute to the immorality of ageism.

Moreover, it is a huge marketing failure on the part of advertisers . Older
people have great spending power which will become even greater in the
future. 

There is a very personal, practical and profitable way my older age has
benefited me. Seven years ago I bought an annuity – I gambled that I would
live longer than the age expectancy according to statistics Canada. AND I
WON THE GAMBLE!! As a result I have been repaid all the capital I
invested to purchase my annuity, AND the monthly income I get from the
annuity is complete profit and will continue until I die. As the Yiddish has
it: “gefunene gelt” found money! 

The costs of the elderly these days are not reflected in the national infla-
tion numbers of Statistics Canada. It is quite true that the CPP pension is
increased yearly to account for inflation. Inflation is one thing; but AGE-
ING is quite another. More about this in my next column.

The adjustments for inflation that apply to people of all ages, such as
food and clothing, does not take into
account the cost of the many urgent aides
that virtually all older people require, such
as a walker, a cane, a wheel chair, electric
scooter, and incontinence products,
etc.Many medical costs are not covered by
Medicare .

Today, our perception of age is changing
more than ever. Thanks to advancements in
science, medicine and technology, we may
be living longer – well into our 70s, 80s
and even 90s – and accordingly we will

need to continue to redefine what it means to be “old.” These advances also
present an opportunity to start thinking about a not-too-distant future where
ageing may not mean losing vitality and functionality physically, mentally
and emotionally but maintaining or even gaining it as members of a new
generation making meaningful contributions to society.

To quote from the Ten Commandments “honour thy father and thy moth-
er that your days may be long upon the land which the Lord your God has
given you.” As a matter of fact I point out this is the only one of the 10
commandments that promise a reward for its observance:

Bee Wellness offers:
• Wellness programs, such as Functional Fitness, 

in beginner and advanced levels

• Tai Chi classes - standing, chair and adaptive classes 

• Yoga classes - advance mat classes, mat/chair classes, 

and adaptive chair classes

• We also offer community classes for those looking for a 

studio space in which to run classes.

• We  provide all the equipment for our classes... 

All you need to do is bring comfortable clothes,

indoor runners, and a water bottle.

1 on 1 Functional Rehab:
• We now have Stroke & Parkinson’s Practitioners 

trained in the USA.

• We start off with a FREE meet and greet to see how we 

can be of service to you or your family member. 

• Each person will receive an individually tailored 1-on-1 rehab

program designed to assist in restoring functional abilities.

• Each session runs for 30 minutes.

• We specialize in helping to assist individuals who have had: 

Stroke, Parkinson’s, MS, Pre & Post Hip Transplants, 

as well as providing Knee and Shoulder Rehab, Balance & 

Body Strengthening... with many other areas as well.

By

HARRIS D. GULKO

Woman sues Israel Railways after being asked
to move because men were praying

(JTA Feb.14, 2020) — An
Israeli woman is suing the
national railway after an atten-
dant asked her to change seats
because men were praying in
her railcar.

In Orthodox Judaism, prayer
is traditionally gender segregat-
ed, generally by a physical bar-
rier, or a mechitza.

The plaintiff, Maya Melitz,
says that she was asked to
change seats in December
2018 by an Israel Railways attendant to accommodate men praying near-
by. When she refused, the attendant persisted, saying “it was disruptive
that she was present in the railcar during prayer,” according to a state-
ment from the groups supporting the action. Melitz still refused to move.

The Israel Religious Action Center and Israel Women’s Network are
bringing the suit, which seeks $20,000 in damages, on behalf of Melitz.
The plaintiffs also want Israel Railways to publish guidelines that pro-
hibit asking women to move because of their gender.

“It is not acceptable that a railway employee demand that a woman
moves to a different railcar because the fact that she is a woman disrupts
prayer in that railcar,” Anat Hoffman, executive director of the Israel
Religious Action Center, said in a statement. “It is hard to believe that in
2020 women still need to fight for the right to be present in the public
domain.”

Today, our perception of age is changing
more than ever. Thanks to advancements
in science, medicine and technology, we
may be living longer – well into our 70s,
80s and even 90s – and accordingly we
will need to continue to redefine what it

means to be “old.”

MAYA MELITZ
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Analysis

The Tell: 

What kind of revenge could Trump take against his impeachment foes?
By RON KAMPEAS

WASHINGTON (JTA) –
Impeachment is over, except it isn’t:
We now have Impeachment, the
Retribution.

“Will there be no retribution?” was
a line in the official White House
statement following President
Donald Trump’s acquittal in the
Senate.

A number of prominent Jewish
lawmakers are in Trump’s sights,
chief among them Rep. Adam
Schiff, who led the inquiry.

Trump might have specific plans
in mind. In his victory speech
Thursday, the president described
outcomes he would like to see,
including jailings and lawsuits,
before saying his lawyers advised
him against those actions.

“I should have sued them, too, but when you’re president, people don’t
like suing,” he said, “people” apparently referring again to his lawyers.

Retribution by presidents has precedent, most famously Richard Nixon’s
enemies list. That list imagined illegal tax audits – Nixon officials refused
to carry them out.

Is Trump promising something along those lines? Does he have other
ideas in mind?

Let’s take a look at how that might play out, especially with some of the
Jewish players in mind.

Adam Schiff
The California congressman and chairman of the House Intelligence

Committee led the impeachment managers and delivered some of the most
blistering indictments of Trump during the Senate trial.

“He has betrayed our national security, and he will do so again. He has
compromised our elections, and he will do so again,” he said. “You will not
change him. You cannot constrain him. He is who he is.”

It’s not clear what legitimate retribution is available to Trump. He has
suggested that Schiff should be arrested for treason for misrepresenting the
president’s call to his Ukraine counterpart, but that does not meet any
known definition of treason. (Schiff made clear in real time that his version
of the phone call, which he included in his opening remarks on impeach-
ment, was a parody.)

Schiff is a shoo-in in his Los Angeles-area district, and he has become a
rare unifying figure in the Democratic Party because of his performance.

Trump could afflict Schiff in other ways.
“He has not paid the price, yet, for what he has done to our Country!”

Trump said of Schiff in a tweet last month that Schiff called a threat. (The
White House denied it.) An Arizona man was arrested recently for threat-
ening Schiff’s life.

Jerry Nadler
Nadler, of New York, chairs the House Judiciary Committee and has his-

tory with Trump. As a state assemblyman and then as a congressman,
Nadler endeavored to frustrate Trump’s real estate plans in Manhattan,
which he called “grotesque.” Trump eventually lowered but did not aban-
don his ambitions. Trump now describes that as a victory, although this
Washington Post review of the affair suggests that Nadler had the edge in
that years-long battle.

Trump mentioned Nadler in his Thursday speech but did not hint at any
retribution. (Nadler, like Schiff, is in a safe Democratic district, although
Nadler is facing primary challenges from the left.)

“Nadler – I know him much of my life, he’s fought me in New York for
25 years, I always beat him,” Trump said. “And I’ll probably have to beat
him again.”

Nadler shows no signs of backing down, announcing this week that he
will likely subpoena John Bolton, Trump’s former national security advis-
er, who has suggested he is ready to testify that Trump’s preeminent moti-
vation in withholding aid from Ukraine was to force the country to inves-
tigate Joe Biden, Trump’s Democratic political rival.

The Vindmans
Alexander Vindman is the top Ukraine staffer on the National Security

Council and was among the first to raise a red flag after Trump’s conver-
sation with Volodymyr Zelensky, Ukraine’s president. One of the people he
notified was his twin brother, Eugene, a White House ethics expert.

Alexander Vindman’s testimony to Congress, in which the medaled U.S.
Army officer noted his origins in a Jewish family that fled the former
Soviet Union, was riveting, and the far-right media has insinuated that his
brother is behind the leaks from Bolton’s forthcoming book incriminating
Trump.

Trump’s national security adviser has suggested that Vindman will soon

be booted from the NSC, but not from
government.

Trump in his victory speech brought
up Vindman in the context of the lat-
ter’s testimony that a summary of the
Trump-Zelensky conversation released
by the president was incomplete.
Trump mocked Vindman’s testimony,
noting that additional language was
eventually released, but he was still
vindicated.

Chuck Schumer
The New York senator, who once was

close to Trump, has been scathing dur-
ing the impeachment. Schumer, the
minority leader, called Trump’s pressure
on Ukraine “unforgivable” and “a sub-
version of our democracy” in his Senate
speech before the vote on Wednesday.

Trump this week predicted Schumer
would lose a primary challenge in 2022

from tyro freshman Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. Would Trump, if he is
still around as president, provide an assist to Ocasio-Cortez? Backing a
challenger in the opposite party to harm a hated incumbent is not unprece-
dented in American politics. Republicans in South Carolina are planning to
vote for Bernie Sanders in their state’s primary as a means of harming
Biden.

Religion
One of Trump’s rhetorical tactics in the wake of his acquittal has been to

question the faith of his most prominent critics. On Thursday at the
National Prayer Breakfast, an occasion otherwise notable for bipartisan
comity, Trump lashed out at House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who has said she
prays for him, and Utah Sen. Mitt Romney, the sole Republican who voted
to convict Trump, and who said he was guided by his Mormon faith. Trump
said he was not prepared to move on.

“I don’t like people who use their faith as justification for doing what
they know is wrong, nor do I like people who say ‘I pray for you’ when
they know that that’s not so,” he said. “So many people have been hurt that
we can’t let that go on.”

It’s not the first time Trump has expressed anger when others do not
behave the way he expects them based on their religion.

Trump has expressed frustrations with Jews for not supporting him
(Jewish voters remain overwhelmingly opposed to Trump) considering the
boons he has given Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, including
moving the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem. He has said Jews who do not vote
for him are not “loyal” to Israel or the Jewish community.

In Other News
Don’t mention impeachment
Impeachment didn’t come up during Trump’s State of the Union speech

on Tuesday. Neither did anti-Semitism. Israel, Iran, school choice and
prayer, and immigration did get mentions, however.

Orthodoxies change
Orthodox Jews once were reliably Democratic. Now they are trending

Republican. Read deep dives into this evolution by my colleagues Ben
Sales and Laura E. Adkins – then share your American Jewish political
story with us.

Meanwhile in Iowa
Who really won momentum after Iowa? Who won a noisome face-off

between an IfNotNow activist and Donald Trump Jr. in the state over
whether Trump is making America more dangerous for Jews? Well, the
protester got the headlines.

Alone among the nations
Of 33 countries canvassed for approval of Trump’s policies, only one has

a majority that approves of Trump’s foreign policies: Israel.
Worth A Look
At The Atlantic, McKay Coppins got the scoop on Mitt Romney’s deci-

sion to risk the wrath of Trump and vote against the president. It’s not an
article about Judaism, but it explores, with thoughtfulness, the nexus of
faith and politics.

Tweet So Sweet
https://twitter.com/politico/status/1224884087363645446
Politico caught Jerry Nadler catching up with his reading during the State

of the Union.
Stay In Touch
Share your thoughts on The Tell, or suggest a topic for us. Connect with

Ron Kampeas on Twitter at @kampeas or email him at thetell@jta.org.
The Tell is a weekly roundup of the latest Jewish political news from Ron

Kampeas, the Jewish Telegraphic Agency’s Washington bureau chief. Sign
up here to receive The Tell in your inbox on Thursday evenings. 

President Trump holds a Washington Post bearing the headline,
"Trump acquitted"; Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.); Rep. Jerry
Nadler (D-N.Y) (Getty Images)
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School
Endowment Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching
Fellow, University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
The history of Yiddish in the State of Israel is told in Rachel

Rojanski’s new book “Yiddish in Israel: a History”. The Israeli
born historian from Brown University shows the complexities of
the role Yiddish played in the Zionist state: even though Yiddish
was considered the language of the despised diaspora, the rulers
of the newly established state, themselves Yiddish speakers, want-
ed to address new Holocaust surviving immigrants in their own
language. They established newspapers, theater, and literary jour-
nals. It was more cultural assimilation rather than ideological
oppression that caused Yiddish to disappear in the Jewish state. 

Jewish Radio Hour - 
Upcoming Shows

Tune in  to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM on
Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online at ckjs.com 

On February 23rd the hosts are Regine Frankel and Rochelle
Zucker.  The theme for the Yiddish segment is “streets” 

On March 1, Rochelle Zucker presents a full hour of varied
Jewish music and  lively Klezmer tunes.

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast website:.
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

In Sweden, where anti-Semitism has risen, ‘Big
Brother’ catches contestants confessing Jew hatred
(JTA Feb. 14, 2020) — Two contestants were kicked off a

Swedish reality show after having a conversation in which one
said she hates Jews, while a third who remains has previously
expressed support for neo-Nazi ideas on social media.

The comments, made during a live airing of the popular show
“Big Brother,” drew a swift response from the network airing the
show, as well as wide media coverage in Sweden.

Jewish community leaders also responded with concern, noting
a rise in anti-Semitism across the Scandinavian country.

“We have unfortunately recently seen increased anti-Semitism in
Sweden, with a fair number of serious incidents just in the last few
years,” the president of the Council of Swedish Jewish
Communities told the Jewish news site Expressen. “I think that
when a person on such a big show as ‘Big Brother,’ which many
young people are watching, says something like this, it legitimizes
anti-Semitism.”

The comments came during the fourth day of taping for this sea-
son of the show, in which participants are brought together to live
under constant surveillance, with their conversations streamed to
viewers. 

On Thursday, Kim Kamal, 21, could be heard complaining to fel-
low contestant Isabel Pereira, 24, about his former boss. Then he
said, “She was a Jew, so I get it.”

“I hate Jews,” Pereira responded with a laugh.
Pereira was asked to leave the show shortly after she made the

comments, while Kamal was told to do so the following day.
Pereira later apologized for the comments in an Instagram post.

Meanwhile, the Swedish news site Nyheter 24 reported that
Sami Jakobsson, 25, had expressed support for neo-Nazi ideas on
social media, including posting photos of tattoos with Nazi
imagery and promoting white supremacist musical bands.
Jacobsson, who rose to fame after being on a different Swedish
reality show, said following the report that he had previously held
far-right views but that he no longer did so.

The fact that three out of the 13 participants of the popular real-
ity TV show’s contestants this year have been involved in contro-
versies around anti-Semitism prompted a leading Swedish colum-
nist to ask whether attacking Jews has become a fashionable way
to “stir the pot.”

Kristofer Ahlström, a columnist in Dagens Nyheter, one of
Sweden’s biggest newspapers, said that in the 1990s, Swedish TV
shows would bring on certain types of opinionated people, such as
“a loudmouthed feminist” or “a vegan,” in order to create contro-
versial conversations that would draw viewers.

“When the same media logic is applied to the shifting norms of
our time, the right-wing extremist has thus become the new
vegan,” he said.

Sweden’s Jewish community numbers about 20,000 and has
faced a range of challenges in recent years — from the rise of anti-
Semitism that at times has turned violent to policy proposals to ban
circumcision and the import of kosher meat that community mem-
bers say make their lives difficult or impossible. 



Review, the Journal of International Security
Affairs, and Commentary. She also authored
The Israeli Solution: A One State Plan for
Peace in the Middle East, (Crown 2014) and

Shackled Warrior: Israel and the Global Jihad (Gefen 2008). 

Glick is an adjunct Senior Fellow for Middle Eastern Affairs at the cen-
ter for Security Policy in Washington, DC, and directs the Israeli Security
Project at the David Horowitz Freedom Center. She travels frequently

throughout the world to brief policymakers on issues related to Israel’s
strategic environment and lectures widely on strategic and political issues
affecting global security, Israel and the Jewish people, US-Israel relations,
Israel-Diaspora affairs and Israel’s changing strategic landscape. 

Glick grew up in Chicago and moved to Israel in after receiving a BA in
Political Science from Columbia University. She joined the Israel Defense
Forces and served as an officer in the Defense Ministry as a core member

of Israel’s negotiating team with the
Palestinians. Following her discharge
from the IDF, she was the Assistant
Foreign Policy Advisor to Prime
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu before
obtaining a Master’s degree in Public
Policy from Harvard University’s
Kennedy School of Government. She
resides in Efrat with her family.

Glick covered the US-led invasion
of Iraq as an embedded journalist with
the US Army’s 3rd Infantry Division
during Operation Iraqi Freedom in
2003. Reporting for the Jerusalem
Post, Ma’ariv, Israel TV’s Channel 2
and the Chicago Sun Times, Glick was
one of the only female journalists on
the front lines with the US forces and
the first Israeli journalist to report
from liberated Baghdad.

Glick has received numerous
awards for her commentary, including
the Ben Hecht award for Middle East
reporting from the Zionist
Organization of America, the
Abramowitz Prize for Media
Criticism by Israel Media Watch, the
Guardian of Zion award from Bar Ilan
University, and the Moskowitz
Foundation’s Courage of Zion Prize.
Her website at
www.carolineglick.com publishes a
weekly column on issues of interest to
Israel and world Jewry.

Ticket purchase information is
available by contacting the synagogue
office. See adjoining ad.
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Israeli-born facilitator leads Rady JCC 
Family Budget Management workshop

M
eni Mualem, a financial
coach at World Financial
Group, and the Rady JCC

are joining forces to offer a series of
workshops about money manage-
ment. The first workshop on Family
Budget Management was held on
the evening of February 12th.

Mualem moved to Winnipeg in
2015 with his family, but he was born and raised in Israel.
Mualem hopes to run most of these financial management
workshops in Hebrew, but the first one was offered in English.

“This first class talked about basic financial budget and management,
what is a budget, and how you can save money,” said Mualem. “This was
the first class out of five classes.”

According to Mualem, very few families make and keep a budget.
Instead, they live by the seat of their pants and hope for the best, often bor-
rowing money without thinking about the growing mountain of interest
they will need to be paying.

“For example, people use the cash advance,” said Mualem. “They just
know about the service, so they use it and then they end up paying high
interest on it. But, if they knew how it works, then they would probably
eliminate using this method and save on those fees.”

The Budget Management classes will look at all aspects of creating a
budget – from what a budget is, to how to stick to a budget, some basic
information, and how families can enjoy financial stability with a well
managed budget.

Mualem’s second class will explore insurance options and ways to pro-
tect your income. 

The third workshop will discuss investments, ways to save money, and
teach participants what different acronyms in insurance lingo mean. 

The fourth class will delve into asset building and how to build a retire-
ment nest egg. And, the fifth and final class will go into tax savings and
how to preserve assets when someone passes away (including wills and
estates).

So far, only the first class was fully planned. “We wanted to
first guage people’s interest,” said Mualem. “At the end of the
first session, we handed out survey cards to assess if there is
enough interest (in holding more classes). If yes, then, we’ll
set the next couple classes.

“This first class was in English. The next one we are plan-
ning to do will be in Hebrew, for those who just arrived or
who prefer something in their mother language to have more
understanding and confidence in learning about it.

“It’s a new concept with new ideas and new terms, so,
sometimes people feel better understanding in their own first
language. It gives another option for people to come and learn,

and to expand their knowledge. The Hebrew session isn’t planned yet, but
we’re thinking that we might need to do one, because of the feedback
we’ve been getting.”

According to Mualem, budgeting is a base for financial stability, and
financial stability is a base for investing and saving for the future.

“If your expenditure is larger than your income, you’re going to dig your-
self a deeper hole over time,” said Mualem. “There is a real need for finan-
cial literacy and there is a real need to understand how to manage your
finances better, and live within your means first...and later, to plan for your
future.

“I believe that, whatever type of goal you have, you have to plan it ahead
of time. And, if someone wants to retire one day, but they don’t plan for it
ahead of time...how can they get there?

“It starts with the basics of financial foundation – understand how bud-
geting works, what budgeting means, how you can spend less, save inter-
est, and save fees that people are paying.”

Mualem is a strong believer that, once people see the benefits of working
with a budget, they will not go back to financially living day-to-day with-
out it.

“Once they see the progress and savings, they want to learn more and
explore more,” said Mualem. “That’s what the first class is, giving people
enough basic tools to go and do some homework for themselves.”

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

MENI MUALEM

Herzlia
Continued from page 1.



By REBECA
KUROPATWA

David Greaves has
recently been appointed
executive director of the
Jewish National Fund
(JNF) Winnipeg, anoth-
er positive step on his
noteworthy journey in
supporting Israel and
the Jewish community.

It was almost 20 years
ago, in 2002, that
Greaves founded the
Israeli National
Bobsleigh Team. That
sparked his decision to
become an Israeli citi-
zen.

“Seeing the Star of
David amongst all the
other countries, wherev-
er we happened to be –
Germany, North
America – it was always
really powerful to me,”
said Greaves. “That sort
of ignited something or
added fuel to the Jewish
pilot light that was
inside of me. And it led
me to want to be more
involved in community
when I got back to
Winnipeg.”

Greaves worked with
the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg (JFW) and the
Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba (JFM) before
deciding six years ago to
open Protexia, a consult-
ing business that helps
charitable non-profits take their fundraising performance to the next level.

“But, I’ve always said that, as much as I wasn’t sure that I wanted to go
back to a desk job, I felt if the right opportunity came along, that I would
consider it,” said Greaves about his new role with the JNF.

“I was grateful to bump into Larry Vickar recently, and he mentioned that
this position at JNF was available, as Ariel Karbelnikoff had left.”

Greaves decided to put his business venture aside to take on the role at
the JNF, though he is keeping Protezia going, managing it from afar, with
his colleagues running the day-to-day operations.

While Greaves still volunteers as head of the Israeli National Bobsleigh
team, he is now also focused on Israel during his working hours – some-
thing he describes as “a dream come true.

“It’s been a really great feeling to see people comment or send messages
like, ‘It’s a perfect fit,’ ‘I’m so happy for you,’ and ‘I couldn’t think of any-
one else for this job.’ Those kinds of comments reassure me that I made the
right choice...and also, that people know me as someone who is committed
to Israel.”

With the Winnipeg JNF telethon that took place on February 2nd and the
JNF Gala coming up this spring, Greaves has his work cut out for him. Yet
from the local and national JNF staff, he has received tremendous support.

“The staff here is great,” said Greaves. “I’m really happy and grateful
that they have their acts together, so to speak. They are well versed in
everything...if I need something, they know where to find it.”

This year, the JNF Gala is set to take place on May 26, with a perfor-
mance by Israeli singer/songwriter, David Broza, accompanied by mem-
bers of the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra (WSO). The evening will hon-
our Dr. Ted Lyons in support of the Beit KKL-Canada House Community
Centre that is being built in Sderot.

“It’s kind of an after-school community center for tweens and teens that
allow them to focus on some specialities they might be interested in, like
science and technology,” said Greaves. “There’s a few being built across
the country. There’s one in northern Israel (Nof Hagallil) where Ted
[Lyons] and his wife visited a few weeks ago.” A short video of the Nof
Hagallil build is available here: https://youtu.be/mYjeOePIS0o.

“They [the Lyons] were just overwhelmed by the kids and the people they
talked to,” said Greaves. “They also went down to meet the mayor of
Sderot, to see the land where the JNF Canada has taken on the project to
build this facility.”

More than anything, Greaves is aiming to work on community cohesion
in his new role.

“At the end of the day, we have a responsibility, as the organizations or
the fundraisers in the community, to help facilitate the amazing donor com-
munity that we have here,” he said. “So, wherever it is that our donors want
to have an impact, all of us have to work together to make sure that our
donors can do what
they want to do.

“The more people
we have donating and
supporting Jewish
causes - and I include
Israel in that, the bet-
ter community we
are, and the stronger
community we are.
That’s going to be my
message going for-
ward as I talk to all
the other agencies and
organizations that do
the same thing that I
do. We are really all
in the same boat.

“I’m excited about
the leadership of our
community and about
the generation that’s
taking over now from
the generation that’s
done amazing work
for us until now.”
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Limmud
Winnipeg

10thAnnual FEBRUARY 29
   MARCH 1TO

ASPER JEWISH
COMMUNITY CAMPUS
123 DONCASTER ST.

Discover

Something
New

Rabbis and Scholars will delight 
everyone with their knowledge of 
Judaism.
Yosef Benarroch Does Religion Make You a 

Better Person?

Danita Dubinsky Aziza Shomer Haguf: Fulfilling 

our Obligation to Protect our Body & Our Health

Ryan Dulkin Arguments in Heaven: Was the 

Creation of Humanity a Good Idea? & Who’s to 

Blame, Adam or Eve? Changing Perspectives in 

Rabbinic Judaism

susn palmer Between the Waters- Finding 

Gratitude in the Red Sea 

Kliel Rose Tikkun Middot; Ethical Alignment & 

Jewish Mindfulness

Members of our community and 
professionals share their stories and 
experiences.
Andrea Davis Fate, Fortitude and Forgiveness?

Noteh Glogauer Serving THE King of Kings and 

HRH the Queen – Inspirational Messages From 

a RCAF Rabbi Chaplain

Zach Greenberg The Only Jew in The Room

Anton Kiselev Russian Jews. From Life in 

Russia to Canadian Contributions

Henriette & Kevin Ivanans - McIntyre Back 

to Beshert: How a Marriage Healed After 

Addiction during Their Kidney Transplant

Randee Pollock & Shimon Segal Arrested 

Development – A Foster Care Journey

Pnina Rozin The Hockey Draw - Israel & Canada

Oren Binnun Architectural Symbols of Hate: 

Redemption through Adaptive Reuse

For those who are more hands on, 
here are some great opportunities.
Abby Flackman Challah Bake

Lara London Hamsa Box Art Workshop

Marsha Palansky A Taste of Charoset - Cooking 

Workshop 

Enjoy music, poetry and culture with a 
Jewish twist.
Hannon Bell: Hannon’s Passion - Elizabeth 

Taylor

Mark Glickman Sacred Treasure: The Cairo 

Genizah & Stolen Words: The Nazi Plunder of 

Jewish Books

Sidura Ludwig More Than Oy Vey: Why We 

Need More Diversity of Jewish Grandparents in 

Today's Picture Books

Anibal Mass & Ensemble Kirtan 2.0 - A High 

Energy Musical Journey (Performance)

Benjamin Rubin Current Israeli Popular Music

Myron Schultz Is Neil Sedaka Responsible for 

Kol Nidrei, or is it The Other Way Around?

Ray Singer Good Grief - Another Schultz? Why 

and What's This About Bruno, and His Work?

MUSIC, ART AND 
CULTURE AT LIMMUD 

ISRAEL

Local and international presenters on 
issues and stories from Israel.
Karla Berbrayer Exploring the Homeland on 

Two Wheels

David Goldstein Alley-Oop to Aliyah: African 

American Hoopsters in the Holy Land & Israeli 

Sport Diplomacy

Emily Kalo From Conflict To Conversation – 

Thinking Deeply About Israel

JUDAISM & 
SPIRITUALITY

JEWISH STORIES

WORKSHOPS

Experts share their perspectives on 
diverse aspects of Jewish Society.
Ruth Ashrafi From Spain to Jerusalem to 

Winnipeg: A Discussion of Sephardic Judaism 

Innovative Jewish Trends in Modern Israel

Lindsay Cogan A Brief History of Antisemitism

Allan Finkel Jewish Denominations 101

Jack (Yaakov) Frohlich Conversion in Israel: 

The Good, the Bad and the Reality & 35 Years 

After Operation Moses: Challenges Facing 

Ethiopian Israelis 

Elisa Hategan Hearts of Hate: A Former 

Neo-Nazi's Journey from Hate to Hope & 

Remember Your Name: A Journey into Time, 

Memory and Epigenetics

Irwin Huberman Torah, Gossip & the Internet

Blair Kaplan Venables The Path to Resilience in 

the Jewish Community

Matthew Leibl Hank Greenberg: The First 

Jewish Superstar Innovative Jewish Trends in 

Modern Israel

Sydney Switzer Young and Jewish: 

Opportunities for Engagement & The Jewish 

Community of Mumbai

JEWISH SOCIETY
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WHEREVER YOU FIND YOURSELF LIMMUD WILL TAKE YOU ONE STEP 
FURTHER ON YOUR JEWISH JOURNEY. WHETHER BY LEARNING FROM OUR 
RABBIS AND SCHOLARS, PARTICIPATING IN ART WORKSHOPS OR COOKING 

CLASSES, OR HEARING STORIES FROM OUR PEOPLE, 
AT LIMMUD YOU WILL FIND SOMETHING FOR YOU.

TO REGISTER ONLINE AND FOR MORE INFO VISIT: LIMMUDWINNIPEG.ORG
CALL 204.557.6260 | EMAIL COORDINATOR@LIMMUDWINNIPEG.ORG

LIMMUD KATAN -  
CHILDREN’S PROGRAM AT LIMMUD 

A full day of children’s programming will be offered on Sunday March 1. 
Experienced Jewish Educators will be leading quality programs including Art 
Projects, Cooking, and more.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29
Berney Theatre Adult Lounge Wellness Room 121 MPR

7:30pm Doors open

7:45pm Havdalah with Myron Schultz & Friends

8:00-9:00pm Anibal Mass & Ensemble  
Kirtan 2.0 - A High Energy 

Musical Journey 

(Performance) 

Ryan Dulkin  
Arguments in Heaven:  

Was the Creation of 

Humanity a Good Idea  

David Goldstein 
Israeli Sport Diplomacy

Abby Flackman
Challah Bake

9:15pm Schmooze, Reception & Music

SUNDAY, MARCH 1

Room 220 Room 222 Room 223 Room 224 Beit Midrash - 
Room 225 Room 230 Art Room/MPR Children’s 

Program

8:00am Registration and Breakfast 

9:00-10:00am Hannon Bell 
Hannon’s Passion - 

Elizabeth Taylor 

Noteh Glogauer 
Serving THE King of 

Kings and HRH the 

Queen – Inspirational 

Messages From a 

RCAF Rabbi Chaplain

Sydney Switzer 
The Jewish 

Community of 

Mumbai

susn palmer 
Between the 

Waters- Finding 

Gratitude in the Red 

Sea

Kliel Rose 
Tikkun Middot; Ethical 

Alignment & Jewish 

Mindfulness

Jack (Yaakov) 
Frohlich

35 Years After 

Operation Moses: 

Challenges Facing 

Ethiopian Israelis 

9:00am-5:00pm 

Arts & Crafts, 

Cooking/Baking, 

Movie, PJ Library  

Story Time, 

Outdoor Play, 

Activities with 

Camp Massad and  

BB Camp staff  

(Room 105)

10:15-11:15am Benjamin Rubin 
Current Israeli 

Popular Music

Matthew Leibl  
Hank Greenberg: The 

First Jewish Superstar

Elisa Hategan 
Hearts of Hate: A 

Former Neo-Nazi’s 

Journey from Hate to 

Hope

Sidura Ludwig 
More Than Oy Vey: 

Why We Need More 

Diversity of Jewish 

Grandparents in 

Today’s Picture Books

Jack (Yaakov) 
Frohlich 

Conversion in Israel: 

The Good, the Bad 

and the Reality

Lara London 
Hamsa Shadow Box 

Workshop

(Art Room)

11:30-12:30pm David Goldstein 
Alley-Oop to Aliyah: 

African American 

Hoopsters in the Holy 

Land

Ruth Ashrafi  
From Spain to 

Jerusalem to 

Winnipeg: A 

Discussion of 

Sephardic Judaism & 

Innovative Jewish 

Trends in Modern Israel

Elisa Hategan 
Remember Your 

Name: A Journey into 

Time, Memory and 

Epigenetics

Karla Berbrayer 
Exploring the 

Homeland on Two 

Wheels

Randee Pollock & 
Shimon Segal 

Arrested Development 

– A Foster Care 

Journey

Andrea Davis 
Fate, Fortitude and 

Forgiveness?

12:30-1:30pm Lunch

1:30-2:30pm Emily Kalo  
From Conflict To 

Conversation 

– Thinking Deeply 

About Israel

Henriette & Kevin 
Ivanans - McIntyre 

Back to Beshert: How 

a Marriage Healed 

After Addiction 

DuringTheir Kidney 

Transplant

Mark Glickman 
Sacred Treasure: The 

Cairo Genizah

Ryan Dulkin 
Who’s to Blame, 

Adam or Eve? 

Changing 

Perspectives in 

Rabbinic Judaism

Oren Binnun
Architectural Symbols 

of Hate: Redemption 

through Adaptive 

Reuse

(Room 232)

Anton Kiselev 
Russian Jews: From 

Life in Russia to 

Canadian 

Contributions

2:45-3:45pm Zach Greenberg  
The Only Jew in The 

Room

Lindsay Cogan  
A Brief History of 

Antisemitism 

Myron Schultz 
Is Neil Sedaka 

Responsible for Kol 

Nidrei,Or Is it The 

Other Way Around?

Allan Finkel 
Jewish  

Denominations 101

Yosef Benarroch
Does Religion Make 

You a Better Person?

Pnina Rozin 

The Hockey Draw - 

Israel & Canada

Marsha Palansky 
A Taste of Charoset 

- Cooking Workshop

(MPR)

4:00-5:00pm Sydney Switzer  
Young and Jewish: 

Opportunities for 

Engagement

Blair Kaplan 
Venables 

The Path to Resilience 

in the Jewish 

Community

Mark Glickman 
Stolen Words:  

The Nazi Plunder of 

Jewish Books

Danita Dubinsky 
Aziza 

Shomer Haguf: 

Fulfilling our 

Obligation to Protect 

our Body & our Health

Irwin Huberman 
Torah, Gossip & the 

Internet

Ray Singer 
Good Grief - Another 

Schultz? Why and 

What’s This About 

Bruno, and His Work?

Schedule
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Books

English translation of Israeli best-seller now available
By 
BERNIE BELLAN

A
little while
ago I was
sent a novel

titled The
S l a u g h t e r m a n ’s
Daughter. What a
fascinating title for a
book, I thought.

The letter accom-
panying the book,
which was sent by
the Canadian pub-
lishing house for the
book, explains that
the author of The
S l a u g h t e r m a n ’s
Daughter is Yaniv
Iczkovits – a name totally unfamiliar to me, but one that is
bound to become renowned outside of Israel, where Iczkovits
has already apparently shot to the top of literary stardom.

Soon to be available in Canada, The Slaughterman’s
Daughter has won several major awards in Israel, including
the Agnon Prize and the Ramat Gan Prize for Literary
Excellence. The book has only recently been translated into English and the
copy that I was sent was an advance reading copy, meaning that it hadn’t
totally been edited for mistakes (of which there are very, very few that I
could see… an occasional missing article, such as “the”, for instance.)

That same letter also noted that Iczkovits is being compared with
American writer Michael Chabon – of whom I am a great fan, and Ivan
Turgenev, who was a famous Russian writer in the 19th century. 

Here is a summary of the plot of The Slaughterman’s Daughter: It’s a sort
of anarchic folk story…set in the Pale of Settlement in the final years of the
Russian Empire. Set in a town by the name of Motal (which does exist), it
tells the story of Fanny Keismann, the daughter of a “shochet” (ritual

slaughterer), who
embarks on a crazy
adventure in what was
formerly known as the
Pale of Settlement.

As the introductory
letter from the pub-
lisher noted, “When
Fanny’s older sister’s
husband disappears, Fanny leaves her own family and sets out for the great
city of Minsk in search of her wayward brother-in-law, armed with her old
knife (which had been given to her by her father for use in slaughtering ani-
mals on her own), and accompanied by Zizek Bershov, who is either a sly
rogue or an idiot.

“Fanny’s mission to help her sister turns into a misadventure that threat-
ens the foundations of the Russian Empire. What began as a family matter
in Motal, a peripheral Jewish settlement, breaks the bounds of the shtetl,
pits the Russian secret police against the Czar’s army, and upsets the polit-
ical and social order they all live in.” 

Got that? In so many ways it reminds me of Michael Chabon’s brilliant
novel, The Yiddish Policeman’s Union, in its wildly imaginative plot. Both
novels take place in towns that really do exist (Sitka, Alaska in the case of
Chabon’s book), but completely alter them in ways that render them myth-
ic.

At the same time though, Iczkovits provides such detailed descriptions of
life in the final decade of the 19th century in the Pale of Settlement that
even if you aren’t necessarily interested in the dizzying plot twists, you
would certainly find yourself immersed in many of the aspects of what
daily life was like – especially for the Jewish inhabitants of that area of the
Russian Empire.

But, as Fanny embarks on her journey to find her wayward brother-in-
law, Zvi Meir, she finds herself embroiled in a maddening police chase led
by an intrepid head of the Russian secret police (known as the “Okhrana”)
by the name of Novak. 

Inspector Novak is a former colonel in the Russian Army, by the way, and
two other characters who happen to be Jewish also have backgrounds of
service in the Russian army. That aspect of the book allows Iczkovits to
offer a fascinating glimpse into what life must have been like in that army
– including how young Jewish boys were often taken from their families –
never to be seen again, and forced into conscripted service in the Czar’s
army where, more likely than not, they were eventually converted into
Christianity. 

Subplots develop as new characters are introduced, but the common link
all those plots share is Fanny Keismann. Interestingly, in Iczkovits’s
description of Fanny, he constantly refers to her “wolf-like” eyes which,
combined with the knife which she wears on her thigh and which was given
to her by her father, render her into a totally ferocious character – and a
great, albeit totally unlikely heroine.

As Novak continues his incessant pursuit of Fanny and her cohorts in
what becomes an absurd series of accidental crimes, he reminds me of the
character “Javert” in Les Miserables, who was obsessed with pursuing Jean
Valjean. Novak has dedicated his life to reining in any would-be threats to
the Russian Empire, and although he finds it almost impossible to believe
that a Jewish woman might be at the heart of the most dangerous plan of
insurrection ever to surface in Czarist Russia, he begins to construct an
elaborate conspiracy theory that gradually
ensnares a growing number of individuals

Israeli novelist YANIV ICZKOVITS

A map of the Pale of Settlement - the area in
the Russian Empire to which Jews were con-
fined in the 18th and 19th centuries

Continued on next page.



By MYRON LOVE

A
ccording to Wikipedia, there is an environmental movement, called
the Voluntary human Extinction Movement, whose idea for saving
the planet is to convince people to stop having children. 

The organization, the authors of Wikipedia state, “supports human
extinction primarily because, in the group’s view, it would prevent envi-
ronmental degradation”. 

On Saturday, February 29, speaking at Limmud Winnipeg, Rabbi Ryan
Dulkin will be exploring the place of humanity in the grand scheme of
things from a theological and midrashic perspective with his presentation:
“Arguments in Heaven: Was the Creation of Humanity a Good Idea?”

The presentation will focus on “rabbinic traditions that tell the story of
‘Heavenly Arguments’ about humanity that in turn raise a host of difficult
questions, including the extent of divine power and the nature of humani-
ty”.

Dulkin notes that his Limmud presentation is based on an earlier article
that he wrote for the Journal of the Society for Christian Ethics. The cre-
ation of humanity was also the subject of his doctoral dissertation and the
focus of a book that he is working on which will be titled The Garden of

Eden in Rabbinical Literature.
While this will be the Minneapolis-based rabbi’s first Limmud appear-

ance as a speaker, it will be his second visit to Winnipeg. He notes that he
was here previously to attend Aziza Rose’s bat-mitzvah last year.

“I studied with Rabbi (Kliel) Rose (Aziza’s father and the spiritual leader
of Congregation Etz Chayim) at the Jewish Theological Seminary,” Dulkin
says.

Originally from the San Francisco area, Rabbi Dulkin recalls that his goal
in life from an early age was to be a scholar and teacher in a Jewish setting
and a leader among the People of the Book. “I feel that I have a knack for
bringing people together,” he says.

Ryan Dulkin was ordained in 2004 and received a doctorate in Midrash
and Scriptural Interpretation in 2011 from the Jewish Theological
Seminary in New York. His teaching career includes several prestigious
universities and seminaries, including the Jewish Theological Seminary,
the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, Washington University in St.
Louis, Franklin & Marshall College in Pennsylvania, Eden Theological
Seminary in Missouri and the University of Minnesota where he si cur-
rently teaching Jewish Studies. He has also served as the campus rabbi at
Minnesota Hillel, affiliated with the University of Minnesota. 

In the spring, he will be joining the Department of Religion at St. Olaf
College in Northfield, Minnesota (just south of Minneapolis-St. Paul).

Dulkin is also the founder and principal at Midrash Values-Based
Consulting and Coaching where he helps to provide clients in developing
organizational leadership, higher education and talent in order to help clar-
ify their missions, find personal strategies and live their values.

Tickets for Limmud Winnipeg for the weekend – Saturday evening and
Sunday – are $60 (plus tax) if you sign up before February 16, $30 if you
are only coming one of the days. There are reduced rates for university stu-
dents ($18), high school students ($10) and children ($5).

Also, for the first time this year, Limmud Winnipeg is able to issue its
own charitable receipts.

For further information, contact Florencia at 204.557.6260 | limmudwin-
nipeg.org.
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incredible response from
the community.”

Once construction begins
in March, Boroditsky points

out, no funerals will be taking place at the Chesed for the period that
work on the project is underway – a time period estimated to be about a
year.

“We have made alternative arrangements,” Boroditsky says. “We have
made arrangements with Chapel Lawn in Headingly where we have
secured a dedicated space with our own tables and equipment where we
will continue to do tahara. Over a period of a year, we considered a num-
ber of options and this was the best. The staff at Chapel Lawn has been
very helpful in providing everything we need.”

The majority of community funerals will be held at the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue or Congregation Etz Chayim – as is presently the case – with
smaller synagogues also options to host funerals. And pallbearers, rather
than coming to Chapel Lawn, will report directly to a synagogue – or a
cemetery - as the case may be, for grave side services.

“Our staff will be placing the caskets in the hearse and ensuring digni-
ty for the deceased,” Boroditsky says.

“This is a once-in-a hundred years project which will enable us to bet-
ter serve the community and future generations for years to come,” she
adds.

And while the Chesed is close to realizing its fundraising target,
Boroditsky is encouraging readers who may not yet have contributed to
consider making a donation. “Any gifts over and above what we need for
the project will be directed to the Chesed Endowment Fund at the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba,” she says. “All gifts are tax deductible.”

Rena Boroditsky can be reached at 204 582-5088 or
rboroditsky@jewish-funerals.org.

Chesed Shel Emes
Continued from page 1.

whose reputations should be
above reproach. (Sure sounds like

Donald Trump would love this Novak character if he were working
today.)

Something else that intrigued me about this book was how strong so
many of the Jewish female characters were and how much so many of the
Jewish men were total nebbishes. The women keep the households
together, whether they are elderly bubbies, as in the case of Fanny’s
mother-in-law, Rachel Keismann, or Fanny’s sister, Mende, who,
although devastated by her husband’s having left her – and who goes
through a deep depression for a while, manages to rise from her sick bed
and take over management of Fanny’s household in Fanny’s absence.

This is a very long book – and, as is the casein Michael Chabon’s
books, not always an easy one to read, but ultimately it proves to be a rol-
licking good tale. It’s always exciting to be introduced to a great new
author whose talent shines through on every page. 

In awarding Iczkovitz the Ramat Gan Literary Prize, the judges wrote:
“This is a perfect, if rare, example of a contemporary Israeli narrative that
is in living dialogue with the literary and historical past, drawing on it
and constructing an utterly original, independent artistic structure on its
foundations ... Iczkovits has created a sensual, richly vibrant Jewish
world devoid of stereotypes, with flesh-and-blood characters to whom
nothing human is foreign. There is no doubt. Iczkovits has pulled this off
with wondrous success, yielding a virtuosic novel.”

I can hardly wait for Iczkovits’s next novel.
The Slaughterman’s Daughter is available on Amazon and, according

to a spokesperson for McNally Robinson, is on order there.

Continued from previous page.

Limmud speaker to discuss whether or not creation of mankind was a good idea
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Feature story

(JTA) — It’s not just “yiddo.” The Oxford
English Dictionary has just added a slew of
Jewish-themed and Yiddish terms, some of
which are sure to offend.

The venerable institution’s list of new entries
for January 2020 contains dozens of items with
Jewish content, from “bialy” to “Jewfro” to
“yeshiva bochur.” 

Responding to debate this week about the inclusion of yiddo, a term for
fans of the British Tottenham Hotspurs soccer club that borrows from a
derogatory term for Jewish people, the dictionary’s compilers said they
judge proposed additions by their significance, not whether they offend.

“We reflect, rather than dictate, how language is used which means we
include words which may be considered sensitive and derogatory. These
are always labelled as such,” the OED said in a statement.

A few other new additions also tread potentially offensive ground,
including a derogatory application of the word “bagel” referring to Jews
that the dictionary says is used in South Africa. Most of the others run lit-
tle risk of offending anyone (though some might object to the designation
of a few terms, such as “kibitz,” as rare).

h
Here’s the full list of Jewish additions:
anti-Semiticism, n.: “Prejudice, hostility, or discrimination towards

Jewish people on religious, cultural, or ethnic grounds; = anti-Semitism n.”
bialy, n.: “A chewy bread roll having a circular indentation filled with

finely chopped onion. Cf. Bialystok n.”
Bialystok, n.: “a chewy bread roll having a circular indentation filled with

finely chopped onion; = bialy n.”
bochur, n.: “A boy or young man; spec. a student of Talmudic and rab-

binical writings at a yeshiva (yeshiva n.). Cf. yeshiva bochur n.”
chrain [Yiddish], n.: “Horseradish; spec. a piquant sauce made with grat-

ed horseradish, vinegar, and (sometimes) beetroot, used as a condiment and
traditionally served with…”

chutzpadik [Yiddish], adj.: “Esp. in Jewish usage: showing chutzpah;
impudent, impertinent; audacious, very self-confident.”

farbrengen, n.: “A Hasidic gathering, usually with eating, drinking,
singing, and discussion of Hasidic teachings, held especially on the
Sabbath and other festivals…”

farkakte [Yiddish], adj.: “Covered in excrement. Rare.”
futzing [Yiddish], n.: “Ineffectual or trifling activity; messing about; tin-

kering. Chiefly with around.”
glatt kosher, adj.: “Designating food prepared according to a strict inter-

pretation of Jewish dietary law; of or relating to such food; strictly kosher.”
hanukkiah, n.: “A candelabrum holding eight lights and a shamash

(shamash n. 2), used dur-
ing the eight days of
Hanukkah. Cf. menorah
n.”

Jewdar, n.: “An ability,
attributed esp. to Jewish
people and likened
humorously to radar, to
identify a (fellow)
Jewish person by intu-
ition…”

Jewfro, n.: “A curly,
frizzy, or bushy hairstyle
worn by some Jewish
people, reminiscent of an
Afro.”

Jew-hating, n.: “Hatred
of Jewish people or cul-
ture; anti-Semitism.” 

Jew-hating, adj.: “That
hates Jewish people or
culture; anti-Semitic.”

Jewish American, n.
and adj.: “An American
of Jewish origin or
descent.”

Jewish-Christian, n.
and adj.: “Church
History. A member of a
Jewish-Christian church
or community (see sense
B. 1). Cf. Judaeo-
Christian n. 1.”

Jewish Christianity, n.:
“The state or fact of

being Jewish-Christian. Also: Jewish-Christian culture, beliefs, etc. Cf.
Judaeo-Christianity n.”

Jew town, n.: “A name for: an area inhabited predominantly by Jewish
people. In later use, esp. such an area within a larger urban environment…”

Jew York, n.: “A name for: New York.”
kibitz [Yiddish], n.: “A spectator of a game, esp. of cards. Cf. kibitzer n.

1. Rare.”
kvetching [Yiddish], adj.: “Characterized by complaining or criticizing;

that complains or criticizes.” 
kvetchy [Yiddish], adj.: “Given to or characterized by complaining or

criticizing; ill-tempered, irritable.”
Semiticist, n.: “A person who studies Semitic languages, literature, etc.;

= Semitist n.”
Shabbat goyah, n.: “In Jewish usage: a non-Jewish woman who performs

for strictly Orthodox Jews tasks forbidden to them on the Sabbath (see
Shabbat n.)…”

shaliach, n.: “An emissary or agent; a representative or proxy. Also (in
Jewish worship): a person responsible for leading the communal worship
of a synagogue; =…”

unterfirer, n.: “In Jewish usage: (at a Jewish wedding) a person who leads
or accompanies the bride or groom to the chuppah (chuppah n.). 

yeshiva bochur, n.: “A student of Talmudic and rabbinical writings at a
yeshiva (yeshiva n.). Cf. bochur n.”

yiddo, n.: “A Jewish person. Also in extended use: a supporter of or play-
er for Tottenham Hotspur Football Club.”

The dictionary also added several new phrases with Jewish content, as
well:

Hanukkah gelt in Hanukkah, n.: “money or (now chiefly) chocolate
coins, traditionally given to children at the Jewish festival of Hanukkah and
used as a stake when playing dreidel…”

Jew-free in Jew, n.: “characterized by the absence of Jewish people.”
Jew joke in Jew, n.: “a joke making fun of Jewish people; cf. Jewish joke

n. at Jewish adj. compounds .”
Jew-like in Jew, n.: “(a) adv. in a manner (stereotypically) regarded as

characteristic of a Jewish person; (b) adj. (stereotypically) characteristic of
a Jewish person.”

Jewish calendar in Jewish, adj.: “a complex ancient calendar used in
Judaism, typically to determine the date of religious festivals, holidays,
etc., throughout the year.”

Jewish emancipation in Jewish, adj.: “the fact or process of ending legal
discrimination against, and establishing equal rights for, Jewish people as
national citizens.”

Jewish Enlightenment in Jewish, adj.: “a movement among central and
eastern European Jews during the late 18th and 19th centuries, having as its
object the modernization of Jews and…”

Jewish joke in Jewish, adj.: “a joke told by or considered characteristic of
Jewish people; (also) a joke making fun of Jewish people (cf. Jew joke n.
at Jew n. compounds 3a).”

Jewish mother in Jewish, adj.: “used as the type of a person who is over-
protective, overbearing, or interfering…”

Jewish New Year in Jewish, adj.: “the Jewish festival marking the start of
the new year, celebrated on the first (and in the diaspora also the second)
day of the month Tishri…”

Jewish penicillin in Jewish, adj.: “(a humorous name for) chicken soup,
strongly associated with Jewish culture, and popularly considered as a rem-
edy for all ailments…”

Jewish quarter in Jewish, adj.: “an area of a city or town inhabited main-
ly by, or traditionally associated with, Jewish people.”

Jewish question in Jewish, adj.: “(usually with the) a question or debate
about the appropriate status, rights, and treatment of Jewish people within
a nation state or in society…”

to make Shabbat in Shabbat, n.: “to make Shabbat: (in Jewish usage) to
observe or celebrate the Sabbath. Cf. to make Shabbos at Shabbos n.
Phrases.”

shiksa goddess in shiksa, n.: “a non-Jewish woman regarded as attractive
to Jewish men.”

New senses (or uses added to existing definitions): 
anti-Semite, adj. and n., sense A: “Characterized by prejudice, hostility,

or discrimination towards Jewish people on religious, cultural, or ethnic
grounds; anti-Semitic.”

bagel, n., sense 2a: “slang. U.S. derogatory and offensive. A Jewish per-
son.” 

bagel, n., sense 2b: “slang. South African (usually derogatory). A type of
wealthy young Jewish man characterized as being spoilt and materialistic
with a distinctively…” 

chutzpah, n., sense 1: “An impudent act; an impertinence; an affront.
Now rare.” 

gelt, n.2, Additions: “Money or (now chiefly) chocolate coins, tradition-
ally given to children at the Jewish festival of Hanukkah and used as a stake
when playing dreidel…”

From bialy to ‘Jew York,’ Oxford English Dictionary adds dozens of
(sometimes offensive) Jewish-themed words and phrases

By

GABE FRIEDMAN
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Joanne Seiff

When Joseph went missing

A
friend recently went through a scary time,
and as a result, I did, too. His niece, a
young mother, simply disappeared. She

went out on a date, and didn’t come home. Her
mother was with the woman’s children. When
she didn’t know what to do, she contacted police,
the story was in the media, and the important,
informal networks of the Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG) swung

into action.
Like many friends, I tried to pass the word along about a woman that was

missing. Her family needed her. My friend couldn’t sleep. He worried. I
worried. The worst part seemed to be not knowing how to help, what to do
and what happened. (I may never know.) Things seemed very dangerous.

Some in the Jewish community may say–this isn’t about me. They would
be wrong on several levels. First, and most apparent, your prejudice is
showing. There are many Jewish community members who have ties to
multiple other communities in Winnipeg. Yes, there are Indigenous Jews;
as well, there are many other cross-cultural, interreligious and inter-ethnic
family connections of which you may not be aware.

Second, anyone can be at risk.
Missing people and human trafficking
issues are as old as time. When Joseph’s
brothers throw him into a pit and then
sell him to the Ishmaelites (Genesis
37:28), they’re participating in human
trafficking and slavery. They turn
Joseph into a missing person. His par-
ents go through the anguish of not
knowing what happened to their child.
If you’re a parent, or heck– if you’ve
ever lost a pet–it’s not hard to imagine
this anguish.

Rashi’s commentary says that Joseph was sold several times. According
to Midrash Tanhuma, he was sold from the Ishmaelites to the Midianites,
and from there, into Egypt. This description is not unlike what happens
now to women captured in wartime. News reports of women enslaved
today offer similar stories. (By Boko Haram, or to mention Manitoban
refugees closer to home, Yazidi women, enslaved by ISIL.)

Some believe slavery is a thing of the past, tied to faraway, evil peo-
ple–like the narratives I’ve heard from Canadians about the U.S. South.
People might be evil, but they aren’t far away. This is a modern issue. Once
a person is being trafficked, it’s very hard to break free. She’s possibly been
forcibly confined, addicted to drugs, beaten, and sexually assaulted. She
may be hidden, unable to get help, and brainwashed by those who kid-
napped her.

There are charities which work against human trafficking, and many non-
governmental organizations do, as well. However, I was recently invited to
participate in a raffle. The business offered a prize in exchange for donat-
ing to an anti-trafficking organization. I got as far as clicking through to the
organization’s donation page before I saw that it did its work through a lens

of Christian evangelizing. Here’s what I found:
“Agape International Missions has an incredible team of staff members

and volunteers who faithfully carry out our mission, day in and day out. At
AIM, we believe that Christ through His Church will defeat the evil of sex
trafficking, so we invite you, the Church, to join us in this fight!”

Further, if you wanted to work for them, and you’re not Christian - too
bad. Here’s what their job search info looked like: “You should consider
pursuing a career with AIM if:

“-You’re a Christian-You agree wholeheartedly with our Statement of
Faith. As the foundation for all we do, our Christian faith is a uniting fac-
tor among volunteers and staff.”

Essentially, this Christian organization set up an “us” versus them narra-
tive, in which this religiously motivated group was all good. They were out
to conquer this evil that happens to faraway (non-Christian) others. Sadly,
if you change the religious ideology, I’m not sure Jewish communities are
much different in how we portray social action issues.

Kidnapping, human trafficking, using sex as a weapon–these aren’t new
things. Many people pretend that this happens far away. They virtue signal
that this doesn’t happen to “us.” However, this is a naïve view that harms

victims. It perpetuates the idea that these
terrible things only happen to people far-
away, long ago, or who somehow did
something wrong to deserve it.

Joseph, according to Jewish tradition,
was our relative, a part of our family. His
brothers kidnapped and sold him. My
friend’s niece went missing in Minnesota
this winter. This isn’t some ancient or dis-
tant problem. Some argue that if Joseph
hadn’t been his father’s favourite, or if
he’d behaved better, this ‘wouldn’t have
happened to him.’ This is again blaming a

victim.
In Joseph’s case, he lived. He was found, and he flourished over time, in

Egypt. My friend’s niece came home to her mother and children after a
week. It’s still unclear what happened to her. It sounds like something like
human trafficking may have taken place. We (helpers outside the family)
may never know.

Every time a missing person is found safe, it’s lucky–but it’s not a sure
thing. Often, many hundreds of people’s efforts go into finding a person
and keeping others safe. 

When you see the Bear Clan out on patrol, thank them for their efforts.
(Or, even better, join them.) If you’re sent a missing person’s info, don’t
judge whether or not the person is ‘worthy.’ Send it onwards via social
media. Just imagine if your relative or friend went missing–wouldn’t you
want everyone’s help, without judgement or religious prejudice?

Joanne Seiff is a freelance writer, editor and knitwear designer. She’s the
author of several books, including one about the Winnipeg Jewish
Community– From the Outside In. Check her out on Instagram @yrnspin-
ner or read more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com

By

JOANNE SEIFF

By MARCY OSTER
(JTA) – A former Hasidic Jewish couple is suing the Quebec province

and school system, claiming the government did not make sure they
received a complete education.

The trial opened Monday, February 10, in Quebec Superior Court and is
expected to last about two weeks.

Yohanan and Shifra Lowen filed the lawsuit five years ago, the Canadian
Broadcasting Corp. reported. 

They are not suing for money but are demanding a declaratory judgment
to force Quebec to provide more oversight to ensure that children who
attend private religious schools learn the provincial curriculum.

“The plaintiffs finished their high school education without knowing
about the St. Lawrence River or the theory of evolution,” the summary of
their claim reads.

Similar lawsuits have been filed in New York and in Israel, where some
reform has been undertaken.

Yohanan Lowen says in the lawsuit that when he finished school at the
age of 18 he could barely add or subtract, could not read and write in
English or French, and was unprepared to find work, according to the
CBC.

Lawyers representing the province and the Tash community on Monday
told the court that the problems with the students’ education have been
addressed, the Canadian Press reported.

Lowen broke ties a decade ago with Tash, an insular Hasidic sect based

in Quebec. 
He and his wife, whose legal name is Clara Wasserstein, have four chil-

dren and live in Montreal.

Yohanan and Shifra Lowen are suing the Quebec province and school
system. (Screenshot/YouTube via JTA)

Former Hasidic couple sues Quebec 
for failure to make sure they were properly educated

Many people pretend that this happens far
away. They virtue signal that this doesn’t
happen to “us.” However, this is a naïve

view that harms victims. It perpetuates the
idea that these terrible things only happen to
people faraway, long ago, or who somehow

did something wrong to deserve it.
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JACK ERWIN GUTKIN
On Sunday January 26,

2020, Jack Erwin Gutkin
passed away after a brief
but overwhelming illness
at Grace Hospital. He is
predeceased by his beloved
wife Sheila Gutkin, nee
Krivoshea. Jack will be
missed by his children
Mark and Julie Gutkin of
Toronto, Alan Gutkin of
Winnipeg, Sherry and Fred
Muscat of Edmonton, and
Ben Gutkin of New York.

He will also be missed by his 12 grandchildren and 7
great grandchildren.

Jack was well known in the garment industry as a
salesman and as a past president of the Northwest
Commercial Travellers’ Association. A man of great
integrity and high moral standards, Jack raised his
children to lead honourable, ethical, and productive
lives. His legacy will live on for generations.

MAX DUCHON
It is with deep sadness

that the family announces
the passing of Max Duchon
on January 26, 2020 at the
age of 94 years. Max is
predeceased by his loving
wife, Norma, his daughter,
Cindy, and his grandson,
Adam. Max will be sadly
missed by his two daugh-
ters, Leslie (Hanania)
Assor and Susan (Richard)

Golden, son-in-law Mark Pasternak, his grandchil-
dren, Sean, Josh, Ashleigh, Summer, Jenna and Faith.
Funeral services were held at the Etz Chayim Syna-
gogue with interment at Rosh Pina Cemetery. Pallbear-
ers were Sean Assor, Hanania Assor, Richard Golden,
Mark Pasternak, Ira Kaye, and David Greenberg.

Max was born and raised in the north end of Winni-
peg. He served as a wireless operator in the navy during
World War II and subsequently was called away from
his architecture studies at the University of Manitoba to
join his brother, Jack, in the family sign business. A
leader in the Canadian sign manufacturing industry,
Max ran Duchon Neon Plastic Ltd until his retirement.

Max and Norma married in 1948 and spent the next
65 years working together as well as celebrating life
with family and their wide circle of friends. Max’s
greatest joy was spending time with his seven grand-
children. He was known for his giant personality and
loved entertaining everyone by telling a funny story
and making people laugh. He was an avid sportsman
who enjoyed golf, bowling, curling, bridge and gin
rummy. Max had a strong appreciation for the arts and
would often spend hours listening and singing along to
his opera, classical and Latin American recordings.
Max took every opportunity to travel the world often
speaking fondly of his adventures.

Max was a special man whose presence was felt by
all. Our fond memories will continue to bring smiles
and laughter to those who knew and loved him.

LAURANE SCHULTZ
We sadly announce the passing of our beloved mother,

Laurane Schultz, on January 25, 2020.
She was predeceased by her beloved husband of 62

years, Albert; parents Anna and Louis Greenberg;
sisters Esther Goodman and Sylvia Struzer, daughter-
in-law Anna, and cherished family members.

She is survived by her children Erica (Phil Denomme),
Lois, Victor and Myron (Elana) and granddaughters
Dafna, Abbie and Liat. She will also be greatly missed
by sisters-in-law Alice Halprin and Sally Shuckett; her
sisters’ daughters Roberta Goodman, Pam Stelcner
and Lisa Ohayon; her dear nieces and nephews; her
grand-parenting partners, Serky and Ben Goldberg;
and many wonderful friends.

Born May 14,1926, she was the golden-haired young-
est of three. Her parents were immigrants who settled
in Regina before moving the family to Winnipeg’s
North End in 1929. Her father was a Hebrew School
teacher, her mother a homemaker who performed in
Winnipeg’s Jewish Theatre. They imparted strong
values of social consciousness which she carried
throughout her life.

As a young child she was recognized as a piano
prodigy and learned much of the most difficult reper-
toire by ear before she could read music. She went on
to win many awards and scholarships and had her own
weekly radio show on CBC. She had fond memories of
playing for the troops in Carberry and accompanying
the Gilbert and Sullivan productions at St. John’s High
School.

In her late teens, she left to study piano in Montreal,
continuing at Juilliard in New York with Joseph Raieff
and in California with Soulima Stravinsky. Reflecting
back, she said that the greatest piano teacher she had
ever worked with was here in Winnipeg, the late John
Melnyk.

On one of her visits home, our parents were intro-
duced by a mutual friend who knew of their shared love
of music. They married on December 20, 1951 and a
budding concert career was happily set aside for a
wonderful life as inarguably the world’s most cher-
ished wife and mother.

Her love and knowledge of music was at the core of
her soul, and we literally learned music at her feet,
lying underneath her treasured grand piano as she
taught and played. As our own talents emerged, she
devoted herself to developing them to their greatest
potential.

Throughout her life she was also a marvelous cook
and hostess. Her baking was unsurpassed, her fried
chicken could have built an empire. Her presentation of
food from the simplest sandwich to the fanciest torte
was as wonderful as the taste, and brought her great
satisfaction.

Our mother also helped our father in business as a
sounding board for marketing and developing prod-
ucts, working at trade shows across North America and
helping in the retail store – the Wonderful World of
Sheepskin. She loved visiting with the staff at the
company’s annual Christmas party where she was
always treated with great affection and respect.

As a young family we enjoyed wonderful trips to
Grand Forks, Bemidji and Grand Beach, and later to
Florida, Las Vegas, Maui, and the Caribbean. In retire-
ment, our parents cruised the world and then fully
embraced the Snowbird life at their home in Palm
Springs, which became our favorite place to spend time
together, with beloved spouses, partners, and grand-
children now added to the family.

Her granddaughters brought tremendous joy to her
life. She followed their interests and activities with
great pride and was so pleased that music was a part of
their well-rounded lives. She was fascinated by their
discussions about environmentalism and their under-
standing of the world’s most pressing issues.

Though nearly ninety-four, our mother retained her
youthfulness, beauty, grace, intelligence and vitality.
Her strength upon losing our father in 2013 was an
inspiration and we did everything in our power to
ensure she continued to live the best life possible. We
loved spending time with her sharing meals, talking,
playing cards, travelling, getting together with friends,
or just watching TV. She was a voracious reader, a
Scrabble and crossword expert, and a very talented
sculptor. She continued to practice the piano daily, and
still played beautifully. She was a political news junkie,
always up on pop culture, and in recent years a devoted
Jets fan.

We are thankful to her physician and friend Dr.
Wayne Manishen and his colleague Dr. Dana Moffat;
to Leona, Lettie and Dolores who assisted her in her
home and treated her like a queen; to the gatekeepers at
141 Wellington Crescent, especially Chris, Hans, Randy

and Tony; and to Drs. Jean Prenovault and Bruce
Martin and the staff at Victoria General Hospital 4
North for their care and kindness.

Our mother was our comfort, our friend, our guide
and our biggest supporter. All who knew her will miss
her beautiful smile, humor, wisdom, kindness and
gentle spirit. While our loss is beyond profound, what
we had was so extraordinary, the only word that truly
applies to us is Blessed.

Services were held Tuesday, January 28 at Congre-
gation Etz Chayim officiated by Rabbi Kliel Rose and
Cantor Tracy Kasner.

The eulogy was lovingly delivered on our behalf by
David Weinberg.

Pallbearers were Jason Cristall, Allan Keisler, Dan-
iel Koulack, The Honourable Shane Perlmutter, Kinzey
Posen and Steven Raber.

Honorary Pallbearers were Melvyn Pollins and Ri-
chard Yaffe.

Donations in her memory can be made to The Cana-
dian Music Competition/Winnipeg Chapter at
www.cmcnational.com or to any organization serving
Winnipeg’s homeless.

MARVIN SHENKAROW
It is with great sadness

we announce the sudden
passing of Marvin
Shenkarow on January 17,
2020, at the age of 73.

Marvin will be deeply
missed by his three chil-
dren: Lori (Jeff), Michelle
(Laurence), Morris (Rana)
and his beloved nine grand-
children: Natasha, Gillian,
Sydney, Sam, Tyler,
Samantha, Abbie, Greer
and Nathaniel. Marvin was
born on October 18, 1946
to the late Samuel and
Shirley Shenkarow. He

was predeceased by his loving wife, Phyllis, of 44
years. He is survived by his brother, Barry (Rena)
Shenkarow and his sister Judy (Marshall) Pollock, as
well as Lil Brooker and his dear friends.

Marvin grew up in the South End of Winnipeg on
Ash Street and attended River Heights and Kelvin High
Schools. Along with his family, he spent many happy
summers at Winnipeg Beach. He married Phyllis on
July 11, 1967 and was a dedicated and devoted hus-
band. His life and career took him down many roads
including the garment industry and the Winnipeg Jets.

Marvin was a man of few words but the ones he chose
had great meaning. His lifelong friends were family to
him, and he loved them very much. If you were blessed
to be one of them, you were truly loved. Marvin had a
passion for travelling and collected artifacts from all
over the world. He particularly enjoyed his time at his
cabin in Clearwater Bay, spending time with his chil-
dren and grandchildren, boating and going to fishing
lodges for dinner. Marvin’s family’s most cherished
memories involve winter vacations, time together at
the lake, Shabbat dinners and holidays. Funeral serv-
ices were held at Shaarey Zedek Synagogue on Wednes-
day, January 22, 2020. Donations can be made in his
honour to the Phyllis and Marvin Shenkarow fund at
the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba at (204) 477-7520.
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SYLVIA TOPPER
Our deeply loved Sylvia

Topper left us on the
evening February 2nd, 2020,
a few hours before her 77th

birthday, eventually suc-
cumbing to the dementia
that ate away at her person-
ality for last six years of
her life. Mourning their loss
are her husband David,
sons Steve (Hope) and
Romi (Cathy), and grand-

daughter Alexis. Her siblings Judy (Mark), George
(Janet), and many relatives, friends, and neighbours.
Also, her dear friends Lynne, Faye, Hilda, Ruth, Becky,
Mary, and many other others, especially our family at
Temple Shalom – all of whom always treated her with
proper dignity throughout the dark times.

 Sylvia (née Aronson) Topper was born in 1943 and
grew up in Chicago. She attended High School in
Evanston, and after graduation spent a year in Israel
working on a kibbutz. She obtained her undergraduate
degree in Social Work (BSW) from Ohio State Univer-
sity, and her Master’s Degree in Clinical Social Work
(MSW) from Case Western Reserve University in
Cleveland, specializing in psychotherapy. After work-
ing in Cleveland and Chicago, she moved to Winnipeg
in the summer of 1970 with her husband. She resumed
her career in Canada and eventually opened a private
practice in psychotherapy, working mainly with adults
(individuals and couples). She was a group therapist
for the River Heights Family Life Education Centre
from 1973-1981, where she ran grief recovery groups,
a program that she developed. For the Centre, she also
designed the Mothers and Twos program, which was
offered extensively in Winnipeg for many years. In
addition, she was President of the Centre for a year.
During her career in Winnipeg, she was active in her
profession, giving lectures, acting as a consultant,
attending conferences, taking professional develop-
ment courses, and acquiring advanced accreditations.
As well, she was a member of several organizations
(often assuming various executive roles): River Heights
Family Life, National Council of Jewish Women of
Canada, Provincial Council of Women of Manitoba,
Woman’s Health Clinic, and especially Temple Sha-
lom. Sadly, near the end of 2015, Sylvia was forced to
terminate all this work and involvement because of the
progressing dementia.

Sylvia was an empathetic but gutsy woman. When
son, Romi, at five-years-old, was in hospital with a case
of cellulitis that almost killed him, she insisted in being
provided with a cot so that one parent could stay the
night; she was not going let Romi sleep alone.

It may be little known that Sylvia was also a very
skilled seamstress. She would cover the dining room
table with scraps of tissue and cloth, and turn them into
dresses, blouses, even a coat. She was very proficient.
David was in awe; he called the process a metamorpho-
sis.

The toil on Sylvia’s family during this long ordeal
was mitigated by the support of family and friends, and
the kindness and gentleness shown by the many
caregivers who have passed though these latter years of
her life. These include both the caregivers and the
administrative staff at the Simkin Centre (notably
Simkin 2 and Weinberg 1), and those in the WRHA
who the family depended upon. We feel blessed to live
in such a compassionate culture.

A graveside service took place on February 6, 2020
at Bet Chaim/Mikdash Shalom in Chapel Lawn Me-
morial Gardens. Pallbearers were Romi Topper, Steve
Topper, George Aronson, Marc Hilton, Hayden
Aronson, & Rebecca Toolan. Honorary pallbearers
were Hope Topper, Judy Aronson, Lynne Ostrow,
Faye Mount, Hilda Schwartz, & Ruth Livingston.
Donations in Sylvia’s memory may be made to Temple
Shalom, 1077 Grant Avenue, Winnipeg, MB, R3M
1Y6, or the charity of your choice.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BERNARD
ATNIKOV
who passed away

February 14, 1980
28 Days in Shevat

Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our way.
Though absent you are ever
near.
Still missed, still loved and ever
dear.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Helen,
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, brother
and sister.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. MORRIS
E. BURKE
who passed away

February 17, 2018
2 days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children
and grandchildren.
You will never be forgotten.

In Memoriam

MICKEY
COOPERBAND

who passed away
February 23, 1983

In loving memory of

SANDRA
COOPERBAND

who passed away
March 6, 2018

— Not a day goes by that we don’t think of you. Missed by all who
knew and loved them, especially their children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and brother.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SAM

GREENBERG
who passed away

February 23, 2001
30 days in Shevat

You are forever in our hearts &
on our minds.
— Your children &
grandchildren.

4th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FAIGIE KLEIN
who passed away
February 8, 2016

29 days in Shevat, 5776
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Jack, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HAROLD M.
MARGOLIS

who passed away
February 17, 2001
24 Days in Shevat

From the practice of this plain
craft
come works of everlasting
artistry,
And as from densest lead are
cast the wings
on which thoughts fly past
centuries,
So from blackest ink shines
forth
the light of words that make
men free.
Always remembered by his
sisters, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In loving memory of

BRIAN
MARGOLIS

who passed away
February 23, 2007

5 Days in Adar
— Heartbroken by your
absence, always loved and
forever missed by  your
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK
NIMCHONOK

who passed away
February 5, 2000
30 days in Shevat

—Greatly missed by his loving
children, grandchildren,
sisters, family and dear
friends.

In loving memory of

MOLLY CLARICE
PITSCH

who passed away
February 1, 2000
25 Days in Shevat

Forever in our hearts and with
our spirits.
— Your daughters, grand-
children, sister, family and
friends.

20th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MICKEY
SHAFFER
who passed away
February 1, 1997
24 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALEX
BERKOWITS

who passed away
March 2, 2013

— Lovingly remembered by
his son Rob, daughter-in-law
Kristin and grandchildren
Grayson & Avery.

In loving memory of

ELSIE
BORODITSKY

who passed away
February 18, 1975

7 Days in Adar
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GERTIE
CHOCHINOV

who passed away
February 25, 2012

2 days in Adar
If tears could build a stairway,
and memories a lane
We would walk right up to Heaven
and bring you home again
— Forever loved and sadly missed
by your husband Labe, children
Aydel and Laurence and girls,
Bruce and Sheila and boys.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

DR. JOSEPH H.
CRUST

who passed away
May 11, 1985

20 Days in Iyar

In Memoriam
35th Yahrzeit 9th Yahrzeit

DOROTHY
CRUST

who passed away
February 11, 2011

7 Days in Adar

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their loving  children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and friends.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

HARRY
DORDICK
who passed away

February 17, 1999
1 day in Adar I

3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

— Forever missed by your daughter and grandchildren.

RETA
 DORDICK
who passed away

December 18, 2016
18 days in Kislevv

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EVA GOOT
who passed away

February 18, 1991
4 Days in Adar 1

— Ever remembered by
grandchildren Francie and
Eric, Beverley and Bryan and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PHILIP KATZ
who passed away

March 6, 2014
5 days in Adar

—Forever loved, remembered
and missed by  his wife Fay-
Lynn, children Matthew, Cara
and Jonathan, Mother Esther,
Mother-in-law Toby, family
and friends.

In loving memory of
GERTIE

KNELMAN
who passed away

February 23, 2007
5 Days in Adar

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by her loving
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

BARBARA
RIFKIN

who passed away
March 14, 2016

4 days in Adar II, 5776
— Very sadly missed by your
loving husband Saul, your
children Gerald and Martin,
and your precious grand-
children Jesse, Jada, Nicole,
Eric and Leonard, siblings
David and Sheila, nieces,
nephews, family and friends.

In loving memory of

MAURICE I.
ROSENBERG

who passed away
February 28, 1993

9 Days in Adar
There is a special kind of feeling
that is meant for you alone.
A place within our hearts that
only you can own.
There will always be sadness
and many a silent tear.
But always special memories
of days when your were here.
- Lovingly remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MINDY
UNRODE-HABER

who passed away
March 13, 1986

2 Days in Adar II
Toronto, Ont.

Mindy our love, you are sadly
missed, for it is hard to let you go.
We cannot have the old days back
when we were all together,
but secret  tears, and loving
thoughts of you
Will be with us forever.
— Remembered always by
your daughter Lauren, sister
Diane,  niece Rachel and many
cousins.

34th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DANIEL
WATERMAN

who passed away
February 10, 2011

6 Days in Adar
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
—  Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Rosalind,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

9th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GERTRUDE
WEISS

who passed away
March 7, 1995

5th of Adar II, 5755
— A gentle, kind and beautiful
woman; sadly missed and
always loved by Francie and
Eric,  Beverley and Bryan and
all her grandchildren Abby,
Jill, Richard, Erin, Evan,
Michael & Lainie.

25th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

who passed away
April 14, 2008

9 days in Nissan

In loving memory of

PEGGY and TOBY KESSLER

— Always remembered and forever loved by your children,
grandchildren, relatives and friends.

who passed away
March 5, 2014

3 days in Adar II
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News briefs

(JTA Feb. 13, 2020) — Steven
Spielberg’s film production company
has acquired the rights to a soon-to-be
published novel about the unlikely
friendship between an Israeli father
and a Palestinian father who each lost
a daughter to the Arab-Israeli conflict.

“Apeirogon” by Colum McCann,
will be published by Random House
on Feb. 25. Its acquisition by Amblin
Partners was first reported by The
Hollywood Reporter, which did not
say what the company paid for the
rights.

The novel, which tells the story of
how the fathers turned their grief into

activism, has been named a
most anticipated book of 2020
by The New York Times.

“Steven Spielberg and his
company have always operated
at the cutting edge of story-
telling,” the Dublin-born
McCann, an international best-
selling author, told the
Hollywood Reporter. “Their
work is fueled by a deep moral
concern. They go to the core of
the issues of our day. I’m
delighted that the story of Rami
and Bassam will be in their
hands.”

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RAE HURTIG
who passed away
February 6, 1995
6 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children, family
and friends.

In loving memory of

WILLIAM (BILL)
OMNITSKY

who passed away
February 10, 2005

1 Day in Adar
— Ever loved and remembered
by his family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAUL MANUEL
WISEMAN
who passed away

February 18, 2002
6 days in Adar

— His remarkable nature,
strength and genuine
enthusiasm for life will
continue to guide the paths of
his wife Elaine, his children
and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MORRIS GUNN
who passed away

March 5, 1973
1st Day in Adar II, 5733

Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

Steven Spielberg’s film company acquires rights
to novel about Israeli-Palestinian conflict

(JTA Feb. 13,
2020) — The two
leading Jewish com-
munity newspapers
in the United
Kingdom are plan-
ning to merge but
will continue to publish their own publications.

The Jewish Chronicle and the Jewish News,
both based in London, will merge under a chari-
table trust in an effort to secure their financial
futures as well as become a modern print, digital
and events brand, the newspapers announced
Wednesday.

The owners of the papers — the Kessler
Foundation of the Jewish Chronicle and the Noe
family of the Jewish News — have agreed to the
move in principle but said it is contingent on
raising the “necessary funds.”

While the newspa-
pers will continue to
publish separately,
there will be one edi-

torial and
c o m m e r -
cial team.

T h e y
have a
combined
w e e k l y

print run of more than 40,000 copies and more
than 500,000 weekly online page views.

“Despite the loyal support of readers and
advertisers, both papers have recognized the
trends affecting the newspaper industry and have
taken this step to secure their futures,” the news-
papers said in a joint statement. “The communi-
ty would be better served by bringing the two
operations together to ensure that the high level
of independent quality journalism and communi-
ty news that the UK Jewish community has
come to expect from these cherished newspapers
has a sustainable future.”

Two top British Jewish newspapers plan to merge
but still publish separately
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San Diego Padres pull cap with logo 
that fans say looks like a swastika

(JTA Feb. 13, 2020)
— The San Diego
Padres’ new spring
training cap unveiled
last week will only be
worn briefly following
an outcry from fans
who think the logo
looks like a swastika.

“Following our off-
season uniform rebrand
and the overwhelming-
ly positive response
from Padres fans,
we’ve decided to wear
our regular season
brown caps with the gold ‘SD’ for the majority of spring training,” Wayne
Partello, the team’s chief marketing officer, said in a statement, the San
Diego Union Tribune reported.

Partello did not mention the controversy over whether the logo on the
spring training hats looks like a swastika.

The caps will be worn at least once since the team has been selling and
promoting the hat with the logo to fans as on-field equipment, CBS Sports
reported. They are also part of a general series from Major League Baseball
and New Era that combines the logo of each team with their letter logo.

https://twitter.com/SammyGSanDiego/status/1225075179132293120

The ball cap with the controversial logo



Meet Lior Schleien, Israel’s Jon Stewart
By BEN SALES

(JTA) – Following the 2018 Pittsburgh syna-
gogue shooting, Israeli TV satirist Lior Schleien
had to put on a comedy show.

He acknowledged that there was “nothing
funny” about the shooting, in which a gunman
killed 11 Jews at prayer at a Conservative syna-
gogue in the most deadly attack ever on an
American Jewish institution.

But what was funny to Schleien? Israeli
Diaspora Minister Naftali Bennett’s comments
outside the synagogue at the time.

“A Jew is a Jew is a Jew and we embrace them
all,” Bennett told an Israeli reporter in a video
clip that Schleien ran on his show. “Every Jew in
the world is welcome and loved.”

Schleien pointed out that Bennett is an ally to many Israeli politicians
who have built careers denigrating non-Orthodox Jews.

“Uhhh, no,” Schleien said. “‘Every Jew in the world is welcome and
loved’ is a message I saw in a restaurant in a fortune cookie once. But it’s
not the message of the current Israeli government.”

He then rattled off a stream of video clips showing Bennett’s allies say-
ing insulting things about non-Orthodox Jews, calling them “fakers of
Judaism,” “the toughest problem hurting the Jewish people,” and “not a
Jewish religion.”

“Except for the 11 Conservative Jews in Pittsburgh,” Schleien cut in.
“They have been promoted to the rank of ‘Jew’ – posthumously.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwu2epvbQrQ
A liberal white Jewish satirist plays clips of right-wing politicians saying

outrageous things and then deadpans at the camera. Sound familiar?
For the past decade, Schleien has been the host of the twice-weekly show

“Gav HaUma” (literally, the back of the nation), the closest thing Israel has
to the American comedy program “The Daily Show.”

Schleien has become a kind of Israeli Jon Stewart – a thorn in the side of
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and a voice for the country’s
secular liberals.

Like Stewart, Schleien has been accused of
promoting a liberal agenda. And like Stewart
(who left “The Daily Show” in 2015 after 16
years as host), Schleien has responded that his
primary goal is creating good comedy – whether
at Netanyahu’s expense or anyone else’s.

“I have one job: to give my opinion in the most
interesting and funny and intellectual way that I
can,” Schleien told the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency. “We don’t go into the staff meeting and
say, ‘How are we taking Bibi down?’”

Schleien, 41, was raised in the liberal mecca of
Tel Aviv. After earning an advanced degree in
law, he got his start in comedy in 2002 as a
satirist on Yair Lapid’s news program. (Lapid, a
former news anchor, is now a prominent member

of parliament.) Schleien counts Stewart, Stephen Colbert and David
Letterman among his influences.

On his show, Schleien invariably wears a shiny black button down shirt,
his red hair either close-cropped or in a mini Jewfro. He is surrounded by
four panelists – comedians, pundits, and recently, the award-winning dra-
matic actor Lior Ashkenazi – who mostly riff on the issues of the day or do
a group interview with a public figure.

Each show ends with Schleien doing a monologue that is especially
Stewart-esque. One of his favorite moves is to show a politician saying
something foolish or hypocritical and then stare deadpan at the camera as
the audience laughs. The show has begun posting some of his monologues
with English subtitles to reach Israelis in America.

“Our most effective tool is video clips, where I show that Yair Lapid says
one thing, and here Yair Lapid says the opposite,” Schleien said. “Benny
Gantz says something and it’s completely wrong. Here, Bibi says some-
thing, and then look, in English, he says the opposite and he lies. So that
makes the job easier.”

The acrimony is mutual. In 2017, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
accused Schleien and other journalists of trying to “undemocratically over-
turn the government.” But Schleien says he is almost as frustrated by
Netanyahu’s opponents as he is by the prime minister himself. A recent
segment mocked Gantz, Netanyahu’s main rival, for confusing the terms
“Dominican Republic” and “banana republic.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rit2TT9MbG0

Schleien especially enjoys mocking Lapid, his former boss. He loves to
show an old photo of Lapid looking more like a sultry model than a gov-
ernment minister, as well as a clip of the avowedly secular politician danc-
ing with Orthodox Jews at the Western Wall.

“They obfuscate and suck up and kneel down to the settlers and the right-
wing religious population and the haredi Orthodox population,” he told
JTA, referring to Israel’s center-left opposition. “The [opposition] leader-
ship is supposed to oppose those things, and Yair Lapid is the symbol of
that weakness and opportunism. He’s a wuss against those forces.”

Schleien regularly savages the left despite being intimately connected to
one of its most prominent leaders. Meirav Michaeli, a onetime columnist
for the liberal daily Haaretz and former panelist on “Gav HaUma,” is now
a senior Labor Party lawmaker – and Schleien’s longtime romantic partner.

Schleien says he and Michaeli have erected a “Great Wall of China”
between their personal and professional lives – and noted that their rela-
tionship predates her political career. When Michaeli appeared on the show
in 2016 after Labor’s election loss, panelists tore into her. She still will
appear on the occasional episode of the show.

“I love her, I don’t agree with everything she believes,” Schleien said.
“We have other things to talk about besides my show.”

Naturally, many of Schleien’s segments focus on the prime minister. He
has made incessant fun of Netanyahu’s demonization of the press, his
showmanship, and his alleged corruption. The mocking extends to
Netanyahu’s wife, Sara, who is often portrayed as self-absorbed, material-
istic and aggressive toward her husband.

“We don’t hate Bibi,” Schlein said during a characteristic bit. “We don’t
just criticize him, embitter his life, needle him incessantly, give him no
rest. We do all of that out of love. Just like Sara.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2_9Xd1kF38
But while Schleien says his top priority is comedy, he is sincerely wor-

ried that Israel’s secular, liberal, democratic values are collapsing in the
face of a “messianic” religious right-wing. He called President Donald
Trump “a good student of Bibi” for his demonization of the press.

“There are no more obstacles,” he said of Netanyahu. “Everything is on
the table. He attacks journalists personally, he calls for the boycott of TV
channels. It’s getting worse and worse.”

He stopped himself.
“As a citizen, I’d say it’s getting worse,” he said. “But as a satirist, I’d

say it’s getting more ridiculous.”
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Lior Schleien, shown here in a 2018 segment,
is the host of the Israeli satirical show "Gav
HaUma." 



An unpopular Palestinian president and a disgraced former 
Israeli prime minister make the case for peace

By BEN SALES
NEW YORK (JTA) –

Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas hasn’t negotiated
directly with Israel in nearly six
years and most Palestinians want
him to step down. 

Former Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert served 16 months in
prison for bribery and fraud in a
corruption scandal that ended his
political career more than a decade
ago.

Yet there they were on Tuesday at
a Midtown Manhattan hotel reaf-
firming their commitment to
resolving the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict along lines that until
recently were broadly endorsed by
the international community.

Abbas was fresh off an appear-
ance that morning at the United
Nations, where he categorically rejected President Donald Trump’s vision
for Middle East peace – one that effectively condones the Israeli annexa-
tion of large portions of the West Bank. Speaking to the world body, Abbas
said the plan “leaves Palestine fragmented” and “will end all basis for a
peace plan.”

At the news conference, Abbas said he was fully prepared to resume
peace negotiations – on Olmert’s terms.

“I’m fully ready to resume negotiations where we left it with you, Mr.
Olmert,” Abbas said, as if that were an actual option. “And not on the basis
of the plan of annexation and legalizing settlements and destroying the
two-state solution. This pushes the region and its people further and further
into the cycle of violence and chaos, something – I want to reiterate again
– we are against. We don’t want violence.”

Abbas and Olmert reportedly made significant progress toward a peace
agreement when Olmert was in power from 2006 to 2009. Both spoke with
nostalgia of those years, referring to each other as “a man of peace.”

But in the end, Abbas declined a proposal Olmert offered in 2008. Soon
afterward, facing indictment in his corruption case, Olmert resigned. The
following year, Benjamin Netanyahu became the prime minister and has
been serving since in the office. Olmert has not held any elected office
since his release from prison in 2017. (Under Israeli law, he is ineligible to
hold public office until 2024.)

Olmert was careful not to criticize Trump or the peace plan, though he
said the Palestinians would have gotten a state with far more expansive
borders under his 2008 proposal along with a capital in eastern Jerusalem.
But he tried to put a positive spin on the Trump proposal.

“I think the Trump plan repeats again one basic principle, which is, I
think, a starting point for everything, and this is the two-state solution,”
Olmert said. “I think that this is something that must be further pursued in
order to establish the necessary framework for negotiations.”

Olmert acknowledged that Netanyahu and Abbas probably would not sit
down together to negotiate, given their acrimonious history. But he added
that Netanyahu may not be Israel’s prime minister following elections in
three weeks.

Both Netanyahu and his chief
rival, Benny Gantz, have praised
the Trump plan.

“These negotiations will take
place,” Olmert said. “It will take
some more time, but these negotia-
tions will take place and the partner
of Israel to these negotiations will
be Mahmoud Abbas, the president
of the Palestinian Authority. Who
will be the partner from the Israeli
side? We will know later this year.”

Later he said: “Now the prime
minister is Netanyahu. A month
from now, I don’t know.”

Both Olmert and Abbas said that
they have stayed in close touch
over the past decade. Olmert also
claimed that most Israelis agreed
with his views on the conflict.

So does all of
that presage a
political come-
back for the 74-
year-old Olmert
(when he
becomes eligible
to hold office)?

“It’s not on the
agenda,” he said.
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Former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, left, and Palestinian
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas arrive for a news conference in
New York on President Donald Trump's Israeli-Palestinian peace plan,
Feb. 11, 2020. (Bryan R. Smith/Getty Images)

Tel Aviv prof Vered Noam is first woman 
to receive Israel Prize in Talmudic Studies

JERUSALEM (JTA Feb. 11, 2020) — Vered Noam of Tel Aviv
University has been awarded the Israel Prize in Talmudic Studies — the
first time that a woman has received the award.

Noam, current chair of the university’s Chaim Rosenberg School of
Jewish Studies and Archaeology and a full professor in the Department
of Jewish Philosophy and Talmud, is recognized internationally for her
research.

Education Minister Rafi Peretz, making the announcement on Monday
evening, called Noam “a source of inspiration for a whole generation of
women studying Torah.”

“Her work, her research, and her efforts to make Talmud studies acces-
sible to many populations have been a breakthrough,” he said.

In an interview Tuesday with the Kan public broadcaster, Noam said
that women still have a way to go before they have equality in the study
of Torah and Talmud.

“A religious woman experiences freedom of choice and broad educa-
tional freedom in the everyday part of life, while a proper Torah educa-
tion, especially around the Talmudic and Talmudic studies, is not yet
open to her,” Noam said.

STEWART ELSTON
Alternate Broker 
Powell Property Group
Winnipeg REALTORS® 2016 President

204-781-9999
stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 



24 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, February 19, 2020

U.S. newsRady JCC Music ‘N’ Mavens 2020 
Many more great programs are scheduled to come in the 2020 sea-

son of Music ‘N’ Mavens. Produced by Karla Berbrayer, Music ‘N’
Mavens has a dynamic lineup of stimulating speakers and the best
music Winnipeg has to offer – all available during daytime hours at the
Rady Jewish Community Centre. 

On Thursday, February 20, Radhika Desai will tackle the topic
Does Capitalism Have a Future? Radhika is Professor, Department of
Political Studies, and Director, Geopolitical Economy Research
Group, at the University of Manitoba. Her articles and book chapters
appear in international scholarly journals and edited volumes. 

Tuesday, February 25, the Onna Lou Quartet presents Viaje al
Sur, a concert of Latin American classics along with Onna Lou’s orig-
inal music. With Onna Lou on vocals and guitar, Rodrigo Muñoz,
vocals and percussion, Julian Vidal, vocals, melodica, bombo and
percussion, and Gilles Fournier, vocals and bass, expect a musical
journey through Latin America. 

Wednesday, February 26, Music ‘N’ Mavens returns to the Gwen
Secter Creative Living Centre for A Jazz Encounter with a
Ukrainian and Jewish Flare, featuring singer Rosemarie Todaschuk
and pianist Ron Paley. This concert begins at 1:30 pm. 

On Thursday, February 27, The Gilles Fournier Quintet takes the
stage with Let’s Celebrate Aretha Franklin! Featuring Andrina
Turenne, vocals, Heitha Forsyth, vocals, Gilles Fournier, bass,
Joanna Miller, drums, and Murray Pulver, guitar, this concert is a
tribute to the greatness of Aretha, the undisputed Queen of Soul. 

Moving into March, on Tuesday March 3, the Luminous String
Quartet will literally rock the Music ‘N’ Mavens stage, with their
eclectic concert, Working for the Weekend, a compilation of pop and
rock music with guest emcee Beau Fritzsche from 99.9 BOB FM. 

All Music ‘N’ Mavens programs take place at 2:00 in the afternoon,
Tuesdays and Thursdays, at the Rady JCC, unless otherwise noted. 

Is 2020 really the year for America’s
first Jewish president? 

As Sanders and Bloomberg surge, 
here are their paths to victory.

WASHINGTON (JTA) — Bernie Sanders and Mike Bloomberg have
much in common besides running for the Democratic nomination for pres-
ident: They’re in their upper 70s, had hardscrabble upbringings and have
had contentious relations with the party whose endorsement they now seek.

And both are seeking the chance to make history as the first-ever Jewish
presidential nominee.

Sanders, the Vermont senator, made a strong bid for the Democratic nom-
ination four years and has sustained his avid supporter base into this cam-
paign. Bloomberg, a billionaire media magnate and former mayor of New
York City, is mounting his first drive for national office.

Together they represent the best chance ever for a Jewish American to
hold the nation’s highest office. At one point this week FiveThirtyEight,
the leading forecaster of presidential politics, gave Sanders a 1 in 2 chance
of winning the nomination and Bloomberg a slim chance of his own —
meaning that a Jewish candidate was seen as more likely than not to be the
ultimate nominee. (The chances have declined since, even though Sanders
won the New Hampshire primary on Tuesday, February 11.)

The candidates also reflect a tension within the American Jewish com-
munity. While most Jewish Americans are Democrats, some are more pro-
gressive inheritors of the left-wing activism that characterized early 20th-
century Jewish politics. Others, wary of protecting their assets in uncertain
times or deeply attached to Israel and the right-wing politics that have pre-
vailed there for a decade, take a more centrist approach. For them, a can-
didate like Bloomberg is potentially attractive.

The path between now and November is long and winding, and it’s total-
ly possible that neither Sanders nor Bloomberg will ultimately appear on
the ballot. But here’s how they could — and why that matters for U.S.
Jews.

Sanders’ path to the nomination is clear, if uncertain
The Sanders equation is widely known: Leverage the campaign’s large,

committed volunteer base to get out the vote in every primary. Because the
elections are no longer winner-takes-all, Sanders can pick up delegates in
every primary — and can chip away toward a plurality by the end of the
primary season.

He has his eye on California, where voters tend to be progressive. The
Golden State looms large because it has the largest delegate take — 416 of
the 3,768 delegates who vote in the first round at the convention — and
because this year it moved up its primary from June to Super Tuesday, the
March 3 date when 16 nominating contests take place.

Walking away from California with a majority of the delegates would
deliver momentum to the candidate.

Sanders has visited the state far more than any other candidate, accord-
ing  to the Sacramento Bee. And at least until Bloomberg entered the
Democratic race in November, he also was spending more money there
than any other White House hopeful.

In past years, it was generally clear by early May who the candidate
would be for both parties. In 2020, however, with a crowded Democratic
field and the end of winner-take-all primaries, the same timeline might not
hold true. That means Sanders and his supporters are under pressure to exe-
cute a high-level ground game in every state going forward.

Bloomberg’s path would be eased by Sanders’ success
Bloomberg, who is funding his own campaign, also is making a play for

California. He has spent $13 million on advertising there and campaigned
in the state while the other candidates focused on the early states once con-
sidered critical to securing the nomination: Iowa, New Hampshire, South
Carolina and Nevada.

Bloomberg is likely pleased to see Sanders take the early lead — the
Vermont senator and progressive flag-bearer essentially tied in Iowa with
former South Bend, Indiana, Mayor Pete Buttigieg before eking out a vic-
tory in New Hampshire. A strong Sanders performance in the early nomi-
nating contests will help clear the deck of moderates heading into Super
Tuesday, leaving the center lane open to Bloomberg.

The former mayor has campaigned in all the Super Tuesday states and
built up his staff in them, as well as in the states that vote on the two sub-
sequent Tuesdays, before investing in other states. That’s a clear indicator
of how much he is investing in being a major force by mid-March.

The goal, according to people familiar with Bloomberg’s strategy, is to
amass enough delegates throughout the primary season that he becomes
the presumptive centrist. If that happens, and Sanders maintains his grip on
the left, the Democratic Party will have to reckon with the identity issue
that mirrors the divide within American Jewry: Do we swing left or carve
out a middle lane? Bloomberg is banking on Americans making the second
choice — and picking him to face off against incumbent Donald Trump in
November.

“The results from New Hampshire show that Democrats must urgently
consolidate around a candidate who can beat Donald Trump, and Mike
Bloomberg is best positioned to build the broad coalition necessary to win
in November,” a Bloomberg campaign spokesman told the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency.


