
By BERNIE BELLAN
With the Israeli election drawing nearer (April 9), I thought to myself:

“Wouldn’t it be interesting to hold a large forum where Winnipeggers could
gather together and discuss Israeli politics?”

So, I broached the idea to a number of different parties - wondering
whether others might also think it would be an interesting idea. But, when
I contacted a number of individuals, all of whom represented different
organizations, to see whether they would be interested in getting involved
with an event such as this, I added one condition: In order to attract former
Israelis now living in Winnipeg, the event would have to be held in two lan-
guages: English and Hebrew.

It turns out that almost everyone with whom I was in contact thought it
would be an interesting experiment - and the idea took off.

As of the time of writing, however, plans are still being finalized as to
what the event will look like in its final form.
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Are you interested in finding out what the
April 9 Israel election is all about?

Special pre-Israel election discussion

to be held March 7

Prime Minister Netanyahu’s
Likud party is leading the polls,
but corruption allegations con-
tinue to dog him.

Former IDF Chief of Staff Benny
Gantz’s new party, Hosen
L’Yisrael (Israel Resilience) is
polling second behind Likud.

Avi Gabbay’s Labor
- Zionist Union is
expected to win only
8 seats - down from
18 won in the 2015
election.

Education Minister Naftali
Bennett, businesswoman Alona
Barkat, & Justice Minister
Ayelet Shaked of the “New
Right” are expected to win 7
seats.

The telegenic Yair Lapid of
Yesh Atid - who once was
expected to present a formida-
ble challenge to Netanyahu, is
expected to finish 3rd with
around 11 seats.

A 2015 poster of the
“Joint List”, which
was made up of 4
Arab parties, and
which won 12 seats in
2015, but which has
lost 2 of its member
parties

What we do know though is that the event will take place March 7,
beginning at 7:00 pm. (Also, as of the time of writing the most likely venue
is the Shaarey Zedek.)

University of Manitoba Political Studies Professor Tami Jacoby has
agreed to serve as facilitator for the evening’s discussion. In addition to
being an expert on Middle East politics, Prof. Jacoby is also fluent in
Hebrew. Since we’re hoping that individuals who may be more comfort-
able expressing themselves in Hebrew will want to attend - and participate,
what we’re envisioning is a free-flowing discussion where Prof. Jacoby
will be able to offer capsule translations of what Hebrew speaking partici-
pants have to say.

Of course, this will be a novice attempt at staging an event that will be
accessible to quite a diverse range of participants - but it might prove fas-
cinating. (Read more about this event in my “Short takes” on page 4.)
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Community newsRady JCC’s Music ‘N’ Mavens
Draws Record Crowds

Don’t be left out in the cold. This is your last opportunity to purchase
a Music “N’ Mavens Mini Concert Card. With the record crowds and
sold out shows, a Mini Concert Card allows you to prepurchase your
tickets at a savings, and bypass the lines. Producer Karla Berbrayer’s
series showcases fabulous music presented by talented Manitoba musi-
cians, and stimulates with topical discussions led by dynamic speakers. 

On Thursday, February 21, you won’t want to miss Celebrating
Women in Jazz. Led by Amber Epp and Heitha Forsyth, with Aaron
Shorr, guitar, Gilles Fournier, bass, and Eric Platz, drums, this quin-
tet will showcase some of the great female jazz voices from Ella
Fitzgerald to Amy Winehouse. 

From Baroque to Broadway with Breezeway Brass takes place on
Tuesday February 26. Led by Brian Sykora, trumpet, with Paul
Jeffrey, trumpet, Michiko Singh, horn, Steven Dyer, trombone and
Jarret McCourt, tuba, these five Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra
brass players have put together a program that includes Handel’s Water
Music, The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly by Ennio Morricone, and
Bernstein’s West Side Story. 

Music ‘N’ Mavens moves to the Gwen Secter Creative Living
Centre, on Wednesday February 27 at 1:00 pm with the Westgate
Mennonite Collegiate String Orchestra led by Andrea Bell. 

On Thursday February 28, Nadine Sookermany speaks on
Cannabis Use in Manitoba-A Gendered Lens. Ms. Sookermany is
Executive Director of Women’s Health Clinic, a community health
clinic that delivers care through a feminist perspective. 

The Honourable Senator Marilou McPhedran will tackle the sub-
ject Does Senate Reform=Better Democracy? on Tuesday March 5.
The senator is a human rights lawyer, professor and activist, appoint-
ed an independent senator by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau in
November 2016.

Music ‘N’ Mavens offers transportation for a nominal fee, by
advance registration. Call 204 477 7510 for more information.

Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble,
Rusalka Dancers uniting for first

international tour
By MYRON LOVE

In its more than 50 years of performing, our community’s widely
acclaimed Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble has given performances
across Canada. Chai has danced at Disney World, in Florida and Mexico
City and has appeared in Israel twice, including one appearance at the
prestigious Karmiel Dance Festival.

Chai’s third trip to Israel in July though will be different from any of
their other international performances. For the first time, the Folk
Ensemble will be appearing with Winnipeg’s equally illustrious Rusalka
Ukrainian Dance Ensemble.

The two groups are well-known to each other. Their first collaboration
locally was in 1999, reports Reeva Nepon, the administrative director for
the Chai Folk Arts Council and the Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble.
That appearance – two performances at the Centennial Concert – marked
the debut of their Hora Hopak.

Four years ago, they were invited to perform Hora Hopak for the offi-
cial opening of the Canadian Museum for Human Rights. The following
year, they performed the dance for the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities’ annual conference and trade show, which was held in
Winnipeg that year.

“We have also danced the Hora Hopak twice with the Winnipeg
Symphony Orchestra,” Nepon says.

She reports that it was the Rusalka group which first proposed the joint
tour a couple of years ago. “We postponed the tour to this year to give us
more time to raise the money for the tour,” Nepon says. “We had to raise
a lot of money for the tour.”

Chai and Rusalka will first be performing their collaborative Hora
Hopak – combining the hora and the traditional Hopak – at the annual
Karmiel Dance Festival in Israel followed by a second performance in
Ukraine.

She notes that the two dance troupes between them will be bringing 60
dancers, singers and musicians with them to Israel and Ukraine. The
singers and musicians will all be from Chai.

The tour kicks off on June 30. The two groups will be returning on July
19, in time for the opening of Folklorama on August 4.

Nepon reports that the partner groups will be doing three shows togeth-
er back in Winnipeg on the weekend of September 8-9.

Chai was started by the late Sarah Sommer in 1964 and has grown into
an internationally-acclaimed dance troupe that comprises some 30-40
singers, dancers and musicians ranging in age from teens to adults in their
early 40s. The Winnipeg-based dance company has performed across
Canada and the United States, Mexico and Israel.

Two years ago, Dance Manitoba recognized Canada’s preeminent
Israeli dance troupe with the dance organization’s Special Achievement
Award at Dance Manitoba’s 2016 Distinction Awards for Excellence in
Dance. Chai was the first dance group – as compared to individual
dancers – to have received the Special Achievement Award. The award
was given for “Outstanding Achievements and Exceptional Artistic
Accomplishments to the Art of Dance within our Community”.

Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble and Rusalka Dancers on stage
together June 7, 2018 at the Club Regent Event Centre in a show that
was called “Woven Threads”

Keith Levit photo



By BERNIE BELLAN

E
ighteen-year-old Sarah Jacobsohn
was recently announced as the
Ultimate Canada Junior Athlete of the

Year. Her ascent to the top of what has
become a hugely popular sport - not only in
Canada, but many other countries around
the world as well, has occurred in a rela-
tively short period of time.

The daughter of Dr. Eric and Daniela
Jacobsohn and a Grade 12 student at Gray
Academy, Sarah says that growing up she
was a devoted soccer player, but when her
sister’s boyfriend introduced her to
Ultimate when she was 12 - only six years
ago, she was hooked. 

A few years ago I wrote about the success
that two other Gray Academy grads have
had playing Ultimate: brothers Gil and Oren Binnun. In 2014 I wrote about
Gil having been on the Canadian national Ultimate under-18 team which,
at the time, had just won the gold medal in the world championships played
that summer in  Italy. Gil’s younger brother Oren had himself been a mem-
ber of Israel’s Ultimate team, which finished 8th in the same tournament
that year - the highest it had ever placed to that point.

In a 2012 article written by Gil Binnun himself for our paper - at a time
when he had just been playing Ultimate for only one year, but wanted to
introduce our readers to the sport, he elaborated on the rules of the game,
writing: “The game is played with seven players on either side. The sport
has no referees and plays and points are based on all around spirit and good
sportsmanship.

“The goal of the game is to pass the disc up the field in order to score a
point in the end zone. (The thrower is only allowed ten seconds before hav-
ing to unleash a frisbee throw. The eventual goal is to find a recipient of
your pass in the other team’s end zone.) The game ends when one team has
scored 15 points or the 1.5 hour time limit has expired.

“There are two positions in Ultimate Frisbee: the handlers and the cut-
ters.” (When I spoke with Sarah herself she explained that the “handlers”
play mainly in the backfield, trying to pass the frisbee up the field to the
cutters, who do the scoring. If you want to watch a sample of Ultimate at
its highest level, we still have a video on our website taken from Canada’s
gold medal-winning game in 2014. Just go to our website and enter the
words “ultimate frisbee” under “search archives”.) 

So, it turns out that Sarah Jacobsohn is continuing in a tradition first set
by two older Gray Academy students who also began playing the sport
when they attended Gray Academy. As a matter of fact, Sarah says that she
plays in a recreational league indoors with both Oren and Gil during the
winter.

Having started playing Ultimate when she was in Grade 6 at Gray
Academy, it wasn’t long before Sarah was accepted on to the provincial
under -18 Ultimate team - when she was only 14. Now about to graduate
from Gray Academy, Sarah says she is one of only six girls in her class (out
of 27 students altogether) - and the only one interested in sports. 

The evening that I spoke to her - and, believe me, trying to arrange a time
when we could talk wasn’t easy - Sarah is constantly on the go - she was
returning home from a basketball practice with her Gray Academy team
and spoke while she was being driven home. Since she mentioned she was
playing basketball I asked her whether she’s particularly tall. She said she
was 5’ 9” which, I suppose, is above average - and quite a bit taller than the
average female Gray Academy high school student. Yet, when I asked
Sarah whether she’s serious about basketball as well, she laughed, saying
she plays only for fun.

I asked her how much training is required at the level of Ultimate at
which she is playing? Sarah answered, “There’s a lot of conditioning
required - a lot of running, a lot of sprinting, a lot of change of pace. You’re
on the field for a long time. You’re constantly sweating.”

When Sarah was only 15 she was accepted on to the national under-18
team. That same year the team won gold in the world championships,
which were held in Poland. This past summer though, even though the
world championships were held right here in Canada (in Waterloo), Sarah
admits her “team got bombed…we lost in the semis to Columbia.”

Two years ago, when Sarah was only 16, she played for the under-20
national Ultimate team for the first time. Sarah was the youngest person
ever named to the national under-20 team. Last year, as a matter of fact,
Sarah was a finalist for Jewish Athlete of the Year. I asked her whether she
would mind my nominating her again this year and she said she didn’t
mind at all.

Although Ultimate may not be as well
known as other traditional sports, such as
basketball, soccer, volleyball, or hockey, its
popularity has skyrocketed in recent years as
part of an entirely new generation of young
athletes has gravitated to non-traditional
sports. Ultimate Canada estimates that close
to 100,000 people play across the country.
Sarah’s focus currently is on making the
under-24 national team, she noted. 

I asked Sarah what her future plans might
hold. She said that she’s considering going
to the University of Toronto, but she’s not
sure yet. Her goal eventually is to study
medicine, she said. Wherever she goes
though, Sarah plans on continuing to play
Ultimate.

I mentioned to her that Oren Binnun had played for Israel in the world
championships in 2014 and I wondered whether Sarah would ever contem-
plate following in his footsteps. “They don’t have a women’s team yet,” she
answered. “A couple of years ago they were trying to start one and they
asked me whether I would play with them. I really wanted to but it didn’t
end up working out. Hopefully within the next year they’ll have a female
team - which would be really cool.”

Isn’t it interesting that Gray Academy has produced world-class athletes
in a sport that is becoming hugely popular with so many under-30-year
olds, yet receives almost no recognition in mainstream media? I wonder
whether the success of first the Binnun brothers and now Sarah Jacobsohn
will inspire other students from that school also to excel in a sport that
could prove more rewarding than anyone might have dreamed just a few
years ago. And no, I won’t end this with a pun on “ultimate” - that would
be too easy.
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Gray Academy student Sarah Jacobsohn wins national honour

SARAH JACOBSOHN
The 2018 Ultimate Junior Female Athlete of the Year

Photo by Nkolakovic and Jon Hayduk Photography.



As the number of Israelis who have chosen
to move to Winnipeg continues to grow,
the challenge of making those individuals

who have come here feel part of a larger Jewish
community has also grown.

Other cities that have sizeable Israeli popula-
tions, such as New York, Los Angeles, Miami,
Boston, Chicago, and Toronto, face similar chal-

lenges. Naturally, language is the principle barrier to integration, but even
where Israelis have become fluent in English there is still a tendency for
them to seek out other Israelis when it comes to integrating into a commu-
nity rather than other Jewish members of a particular community.   

I write this not as a criticism, but as an observation. To each his own, and
different communities have noticeably different attitudes toward integra-
tion. The Argentinean-Jewish community in Winnipeg, for instance, which
first began immigrating to Winnipeg in the 1990s has, by and large, inte-
grated itself into the larger Jewish community. 

No doubt, the fact that Argentinean Jews, notwithstanding that they rep-
resent the third largest bloc of Jews in the Western Hemisphere (after the
United States and Canada) are still a distinct minority in Argentina, makes
it easier for them to relate to Winnipeg Jews when they emigrate here. For
the most part, Argentinean Jews are quite cosmopolitan in their attitudes,
and don’t have much difficulty relating either to the established Jewish
community here or to the larger Winnipeg community as a whole.

For those immigrants coming from Israel, however, where Jews were the
dominant group, it is natural that those individuals would want to seek out
the company of other Israelis – and often remain detached from the larger
Jewish community. Again, I write this not as a criticism; it is intended more
as a statement of fact.

Over the years I have noted that when it comes to integrating into the
larger Jewish community in Winnipeg, there are two main conduits for
Israelis: the sleepover camps (BB and Massad) and the Rady JCC. I have
also observed that, for the most part, Israelis are not interested in joining
synagogues (although they will attend services held at the Jewish Learning
Centre, which are free, on occasion), nor are they much interested in send-
ing their children to Gray Academy. But, ask them whether they would like
their kids to marry other Jews and, for they most part, they quickly answer
yes.

So – for me, as someone who is interested in monitoring Jewish life in
this city, the challenge has always been to ascertain what it is that can be
done that would attract the interest of Israelis here? In the past few years, I
have been allowed to join two Facebook groups that cater to the Israeli
population here: “Moving to Winnipeg” and “Israelis in Winnipeg”. From

time to time I look at
what’s being posted in
those two groups and I
occasionally post
something myself.
What I do see, by and
large, are rather mun-
dane postings about
where to obtain ser-
vices of various sorts,
such as day care, den-
tists, and so on. 

From time to time
though I am made
aware of a particularly
heated discussion in the
“Israelis in Winnipeg”
Facebook group, such
as that which occurred
when we reported on
the lawsuit filed by the
Board of Jewish
Education against two
parents, one of whom is
Israeli (and an IDF vet-
eran, I might add) over
unpaid tuition. I could
see that the level of
emotion brought into
that discussion in
“Israelis in Winnipeg”
was quite high – and

opinions ranged all over the map.
It is because Israelis are so well known for expressing their opinions so

forcefully that I have been especially curious to hear from Israelis who
have moved here what they think of the current Israeli election. But - how
to find out?

That’s when  I came up with the idea to try and have a general discussion
in an established venue, with very loose ground rules, that might attract the
interest both of Israelis and non-Israelis. I first broached the idea with
Yolanda Papini-Pollock, a former Israeli who has been living here for
years, and who has been the driving force behind a group known as
Winnipeg Friends of Israel. Yolanda has, on her own, mounted quite a num-
ber of very interesting meetings over the past four years that have been both
stimulating and educational. When I asked Yolanda what she thought of my
idea and whether she’s like to help organize, she answered that she was
immediately on board.

Next I contacted Prof. Tami Jacoby, who is a wonderful lecturer on
Middle East issues, and who also happens to be fluent in Hebrew. I asked
Tami whether she would be willing to serve as facilitator for the discussion
I had in mind. Tami responded that she would be willing to do that provid-
ed the date fit within her schedule – and, as it turned out, after some email-
ing back and forth, it did. 

I then contacted Connie Masyk of the Asper Campus to see whether the
multipurpose room of the Asper Campus might be available some time in
the next few weeks and Connie gave me a few dates to work with.
Thereupon, I approached Tamar Barr, who is now acting executive director
of the Rady JCC, asking whether the Rady JCC might be willing to spon-
sor this event. Tamar, as I expected she would, was quick to respond in the
affirmative. She also thought the idea of holding an event at which Israelis
would be encouraged not only to express themselves, but in Hebrew, even
though others would be speaking English, was quite interesting, and poten-
tially very exciting. As it stood, Tamar agreed to reserve the multipurpose
room for Thursday, March 7, starting at 7:00 pm.

At the same time though, before I had heard back from Tamar, I had also
sent queries to Linda Freed, president of Temple Shalom Congregation, and
Ian Staniloff, executive director of Shaarey Zedek Congregation, asking
both of them whether they might be willing to make their facilities avail-
able on March 7, should the Rady JCC not want to get involved.

Within a few hours, I had hear back from Tamar, Linda, and Ian – all
expressing a willingness to help out, both in terms of making facilities
available on March 7, and in providing support in other ways. At that point
I could see that my idea was being well received, so I thought it a good idea
to make Elaine Goldstine, CEO of the Jewish Federation, aware what it
was that I had in mind. Since the Federation is ostensibly the body repre-
senting the Jewish community as a whole – and since I wanted the event I
had in mind to be of interest to all Winnipeg Jews (and non-Jews as well),
I thought it would only be appropriate to let the Federation in on what I was
trying to do – and to offer input, if so desired. Elaine was also very quick
to respond that the Federation was very interested in what I was proposing.

As I note in my article on page 1, as of the time of writing, the pieces are
being put together for the event that will centre around the upcoming Israeli
election. By the time you are reading this, plans may have been finalized
and more detailed information will begin to be disseminated.

No matter what happens though, there are several useful points that can
be gathered from the exercise in which I – and others have been engaged.
The first is that it is not at all difficult to make contact with individuals who
are in a position to make things happen in this community, and to have
them respond quickly. (Just try the same thing with any level of govern-
ment, in contrast, and see whether you can get the same results.) Second, if
an idea has merit, it can move forward quickly under the right circum-
stances, when individuals agree in principle to get behind that idea, then
say they’ll get together to sort out the details. Third, everyone with whom
I was in contact was interested in the notion that an event could be held that
might attract both English and Hebrew-speaking individuals alike.
(Whether that can come off successfully is another question, but it’s cer-
tainly worth trying, isn’t it?)

I’m not at all sure what to expect by encouraging individuals to express
their opinions openly about a subject as volatile as Israeli politics. Of
course, we all know how remarkably restrained Israelis are when it comes
to expressing themselves, aren’t we? Even if you don’t speak Hebrew I’m
looking forward to watching Israelis gesticulate with their hands at this
forum. Between Israelis and Italians, I’m not sure which group is more
demonstrative when it comes to using their hands when speaking. This
should be a very interesting evening – even if some of it might be lost in
translation.

Short takes
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Comment

By MYRON LOVE

T
he Jewish National Fund in Canada has come under attack once again
- from the usual anti-Israel hatemongers – organizations such as the
questionably-named “Independent Jewish Voices and (please remem-

ber this when you cast your ballot in the next election) the NDP. 
It seems – as reported in an article by Ron Csillag in the Canadian Jewish

News - that the CBC ran an “exposé” on the subject of a Canada Revenue
Agency (CRA) audit over a complaint that the JNF/Keren Kayemet used
charitable donations to build infrastructure for the Israel Defense Forces
(IDF), “in violation of Canada’s tax rules.”

The story, Csillag wrote, claimed that the JNF “has funded projects on
Israeli army, air and naval bases”.

On my gosh, by golly, the JNF may have planted trees and created green
spaces and recreation areas near IDF bases in Israel! 

The CBC showed that “charitable donations from Canada flowed to pro-
jects at several military bases. These included outdoor fitness areas, devel-
oping a new training base, upgrading an existing auditorium for solider
intake and new mess hall facilities at two air force bases.”

You would think the JNF actions were akin to building attack tunnels.
No, wait. That would be terrorist groups Hamas and Hezbollah building the
tunnels to attack Israelis. I wonder of Independent Jewish Voices and con-
cerned NDP MPs have any reaction to that.

The Jewish National Fund – as I am sure most readers are aware – is one
of the world’s oldest and most successful environmental renewal organiza-
tions. For more than 100 years, the JNF (Keren Kayemet in Israel) has been
planting trees in Israel, developing infrastructure, creating recreational
areas, building playgrounds and cleaning rivers – projects that benefit all
Israelis no matter whether they be Jewish, Arab, Christian or Muslim. Tens
of thousands of Palestinians who live under the rule of the Palestinian
Authority and who work in Israel also benefit from the work that the JNF
does. 

And yes, so do Israeli soldiers – which shouldn’t be surprising since
Israel has a citizen army. Most Israelis serve in the IDF – fending off the
constant threats from the Palestinian and Arab terrorists groups on Israel’s
borders and within the Palestinian Authority areas.

So who is behind this ridiculous attempt to smear the JNF? Well, none
other than one “Rabbi” David Mivasair. The e-petition, as reported by Ron
Csillag in a follow-up Canadian Jewish News report, was initiated by
Rabbi  Mivasair (whom Csillag describes as a longtime IJV activist now
based in Hamilton) on behalf of Independent Jewish Voices.

Regrettably, individuals who may identify as “Jewish” and even be har-
monically “Jewish” can still be enemies of the Jewish people. And
Mivasair has quite the history of anti-Israel activities.

As I reported in a story for The Jewish Post & News about an anti-Israel
panel here at the University of Winnipeg in March 2018, Mivasair – who
was one of the panelists – blames Israel for Palestinian terrorism and

America for 9/11. He has justified the Palestinian firing of missiles into
Israel, supported the hapless attempts by self-proclaimed “peace activists”
to break through Israel’s naval blockade of Gaza and expressed disap-
pointment that the NDP failed to target Israel at its convention in 2017.

Bottom line, he condones the murder of Israelis – Arabs as well as Jews,
by terrorists.

As for the IJV, this is not the first time that the organization has chal-
lenged the charitable status of the JNF. As Csillag reported, in 2017 IJV
filed a complaint against the JNF with federal authorities. “At 85 pages,”
he wrote, “it details a litany of charges, including that Jinx activities con-
travene the Income Tax Act, international law and CRA guidelines, as well
as engage in discriminatory practices in Israel for selling and leasing land
only to Jews. It asked that its charitable status be revoked.”

I wonder if Independent Jewish Voices and David Mivasair are equally
concerned about Palestinian Authority laws against selling any Palestinian
land to Jews (note: not “Israelis” - “Jews”) with a death sentence as the
penalty for transgressions of the law. Outright anti-Semitism, right? If the
above-mentioned condone such anti-Jewish discrimination – even by their
silence – does that make them anti-Semites? It certainly makes then out to
be hypocrites.

Following up on the IJV action, Csillag notes, for the first time, an MP -
Quebec NDP MP Pierre-Luc Dusseault - has lent support to an effort to
rescind JNF’s tax-exempt charitable status in Canada. He has agreed to
sponsor an e-petition that calls on the government to revoke the JNF’s char-
itable status.

E-petitions that are sponsored by an MP and receive 500 signatures are
tabled in the House of Commons, Csillag explained. The government must
then respond within 45 days.

According to guidelines for MPs, Csillag added, “no debate is permitted
when a member presents a petition. An MP may make a brief factual state-
ment (referring to the petition being duly certified, to its source, to the sub-
ject matter of the petition and its request, and to the number of signatures
it carries), but members are not allowed to read petitions nor are they to
indicate their agreement or disagreement with them.)

“The government will have 45 days to respond to the e-petition after it’s
tabled. Dusseault said the response could range from simply acknowledg-
ing the file was received, to a request that the Canada Revenue Agency
probe the JNF. He said a response might also be that the CRA has already
audited the JNF and found it to be in compliance.”

Csillag further noted that two Ontario New Democratic MPPs – one of
whom is Jewish – and an MP have added their support for a federal peti-
tion that calls on Ottawa to investigate the Jewish National Fund (JNF) and
possibly strip it of its charitable status. It should come as no great surprise
that the other NDP MP is northern Manitoba’s own Niki Ashton. A more
hostile opponent of Israel you will not find in Parliament.

Anti-Israel “Jewish” hate-mongers go after Jewish National Fund

Trump’s dangerous diplomatic gambit
By trying to force Arab nations to go public with pressure on the Palestinians, 

the United States could undermine the struggle against Iran for the sake of a hopeless cause.

(February 13, 2019 / JNS) This week’s
Warsaw summit was supposed to be about rally-
ing the world against the threat that Iran poses to
international peace. But given the complete lack
of interest on the part of either America’s
Western European allies or the Russians in
reconsidering the disastrous nuclear deal that
empowered and enriched Tehran, that was never
going to work.

But the United States is also reportedly hoping to use the gathering to
help set the stage for a renewed effort to broker peace between Israel and
the Palestinians that the administration has been preparing for the last two
years. The problem with that approach is that Trump or presidential advis-
er/son-in-law Jared Kushner have grasped one element of the region that
eluded their predecessors, though they still don’t understand the intractable
nature of the conflict.

The conceit of the still secret Kushner plan, which will reportedly be for-
mally rolled out after Israel’s April elections, is the notion that Arab nations
are far more interested in resisting Iran than in any further tension with
Israel. That basic assumption is correct, as Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Jordan
and the rest of the Sunni world are sick to death of being dragged into a cri-
sis by a Palestinian leadership that has no intention of ever making peace
with Israel or accepting a two-state solution.

It is also true that, thanks to Iran, these same nations have found them-
selves in a far closer embrace with Israel than anyone would have expect-
ed a decade ago. The Obama administration’s policy of allowing Syria to
descend into chaos, which was exploited by both Russia and Iran, threat-

ened the security of the entire region. Even worse, Obama’s appeasement
of Iran made the Arab states think that the United States was abandoning
them.

At that point, under-the-table relations between most of the Arab world
and Israel shifted to the point where most of these nations no longer even
bothered to pretend that they were hostile to the Jewish state or cared much
about the Palestinians. Egypt and Israel moved from a cold peace to a warm
alliance, at least as far as the two governments were concerned. And the
Saudis, who were once a bastion of religious-based hate against Israel,
shifted into a stance in which the two nations not only secretly cooperated
on security, but where its de facto leader, Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, has endorsed the Jewish state’s right to exist.

This was something that frustrated Obama, who had no more patience for
Arab concerns about his reckless embrace of Iran than he had for Israel’s
justified fears.

But it was something that Trump and his foreign-policy team understood
because of their own rejection of the nuclear deal. Trump’s instincts on Iran
have been correct, and despite the chorus of foreign-policy establishment
critics predicting doom, the administration’s re-imposition of sanctions on
Iran has put Tehran in a bind from which their feckless European trading
partners can’t save them.

But the belief that this creates an environment in which an Israeli-
Palestinian deal is possible is unrealistic. What’s more, by pushing to move
relations between Israel and its Arab partners completely into the open,
Washington may now be sabotaging their efforts against Iran.

The notion that Arab money and influence—even the enormous
resources and prestige of the Saudis—could force the Palestinians to do
something they have spent the

By

JONATHAN S. TOBIN

Continued on page 6. See “Tobin”.
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F
or Jared Henoch, being appointed the new
executive director of Bnai Brith Camp is the
ultimate dream job. In his younger years –as

camper, counselor and program head, he missed
only two summers at the camp when he was out of
the province.

Henoch was hired for his new position at the
beginning of January, replacing Brenda Tessler
Donen, who retired after more than 25 years as
BB Camp’s leader. Her successor is well aware of

Tessler-Donen’s many contributions to the growth and success of the camp
in her many roles as counselor, section head, and executive director over
the years. 

“Brenda and I recently had lunch together,” Henoch says. “She has left
the camp with a strong foundation.”

It has been a long and winding road for Henoch back to BB Camp. In
fact, he has been away from Winnipeg for almost 30 years. He originally
left here in the early 1990s to pursue secondary education at Lakehead
University in Thunder Bay.

“I went to Thunder Bay because Lakehead University has a degree pro-
gram in Outdoor Education,” he explains. (He also earned a Bachelor’s
Degree in Social Work.)

After Thunder Bay, he travelled on to Calgary where he continued his
education and, following graduation, went to work in business develop-
ment for the City of Calgary and the Calgary Chamber of Commerce. He
was in Calgary for 10 years. It was in Calgary where he met his wife, Mary,
and started his own family.

Twelve years ago, the family moved to Edmonton to be closer to Mary’s
parents.

In Edmonton, he worked in a variety of positions, including at a wilder-
ness school for troubled youth, a young offenders camp (where he rose to
become program manager), BB Camp at Pine Lake, Alberta, and at the
Edmonton International Airport, where he was a passenger experience
advisor. For the last few years in Edmonton, he had been self-employed,
providing team-building exercises and training for camp staff and other
organizations.

“It was beshert that I should come back to BB Camp,” he says. “It feels
like being back home when I return to Town Island.”

BB Camp registration is just getting under way, Henoch reports. “We are
expecting to meet and possibly exceed previous enrollment numbers,” he
says.

And signing up staff is continuing apace.
“I intend to focus on the basics,” the new director says. “I want us always

to be doing the best we can. 
“The big difference is that I will be overseeing a lot more training and

developing, mentoring and risk management. I want to build on what is
already in place and take it to the next level wherever possible.”

Henoch also speaks about creating a more inclusive environment for dif-
ferentl-abled and LGBT young people.

He reports that Family Weekend – which is always a big draw – is sched-
uled for June 14-16.

He encourages potential campers to apply earlier rather than later as
space is limited. To register, Phone: 204 477-7512 or go online at
bbcamp.ca. 

* * * * *

Winnipeg Hillel flourishing 
under new leadership

On the weekend of February 1-3, over 60 students from the Universities
of Manitoba and Winnipeg came together at Lakeview Resorts at Hecla for
the fourth annual Shabbat Unplugged leadership retreat. The students
enjoyed three days of Shabbat camaraderie, including Dvar Torahs, pre-
sentations from representatives of the Canada-Israel Experience Birthright
program, StandWithUs Canada and CJPAC (The Canadian Jewish Political
Affairs Committee). There were many opportunities to engage in wide-
ranging discussions about Jewish identity, Israel and more.

“We were all happy with how the weekend turned out,” says Hartley
Mendelsohn, Winnipeg’s relatively new Hillel director. “We also want to
acknowledge the support of the Asper Foundation which helped subsidize
some of the students who otherwise may not have been able to afford to
attend.”

Shabbat Unplugged is one of several successful programs that
Mendelsohn has organized over the past few months. “We had over 70 stu-
dents at our first social event – a meet-and-greet which was sponsored by
Fort Garry Brewing,” he reports. “We have had several other Brews with
Jews programs and Shabbat suppers. We had CIJA’s Steve MacDonald
speak here. And, in November, we partnered with the JNF to bring (Israeli
Paralympic Gold Medal winner) Noam Gershony to Winnipeg. “We have
close to 400 Jewish students on our lists.”

The Toronto-born Mendelsohn has been in Winnipeg for close to two
years. The 2014 graduate of St. Catherine’s University in Brock, Ontario
(he also has a marketing degree from Seneca College in Toronto) has a his-

tory of Jewish community leader-
ship. He was a founding president of AEP, the Jewish fraternity at St.
Catherine’s. He has been a leader on Birthright trips and has been involved
with the Canada-Israel Experience program for some years.

Mendelsohn originally came to Winnipeg to take charge of the Combined
Jewish Appeal’s Young Adult and Budding Philanthropist Division. He
assumed responsibility for Hillel last summer.

He notes that one of his goals as Hillel director is to develop more stu-
dent leaders who will themselves take a larger role in developing and lead-
ing programming.

Mendelsohn is also the contact person here for the Birthright program.
Birthright organizes and subsidizes yearly get-acquainted visits to Israel for
young adults – aged 18-32. Last year, he reports, more than 70 younger
adults from Winnipeg signed on for Birthright. This year, he says, for the
first time, there will be one bus specifically designated for western
Canadian participants.

The next 10-day Birthright trip, he advises, leaves on May 1.
“The earlier you apply, the better,” he adds.
Mendelsohn can be reached at 204 477-7407 (hmendelsohn@jewishfed-

eration.org). 

Jerrod Henoch happy to be returning to BB Camp as executive director 

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

HARTLEY MENDELSOHN
Winnipeg Hillel director

JERROD HENOCH
new BB Camp 

executive director

last century refusing to do was always
fanciful. As the Palestinian Authority
has made clear in the last two years,
they have no interest in a deal bro-

kered by Trump because they rightly understand that he is not prepared to
indulge their fantasies about isolating Israel or forcing disastrous conces-
sions in the way that Obama did.

They still want the West to impose a deal on Israel that would undermine
its security and rights. And they want to achieve that without recognizing
the legitimacy of a Jewish state, no matter where its borders are drawn, or
to force the disarmament of Hamas. Since their political culture remains
stuck in the same mindset of a 100-year-old war on Zionism that their lead-
ers haven’t the courage or the will to renounce, no amount of Gulf state
cash or pressure will change this.

Much of the Arab world would probably be content to let the status quo
continue. But by pushing them to take their close relations with Israel out
into the open, Trump is making a mistake. As much as these countries fear
Iran and have zero interest in a conflict with Israel, their leaders also know
that such a stand is deeply unpopular among their populations, who have
been influenced by the rising tide of anti-Semitism that has swept through
the Arab and Muslim world in recent years, which has only further
inflamed longstanding hatreds against Jews.

Though the Saudi crown prince wants to change his country and has lit-
tle sympathy for the Palestinians, even he knows that his government’s sta-
tus as guardian of the Muslim holy places will be endangered by appearing
to be too close to the Jews or by failing to pay lip service to outrageous
Palestinian demands. And whatever leeway he might have had has been
undermined by the world’s outrage about his regime’s murder of
Washington Post journalist Jamal Khashoggi.

Pushing the Arab states to openly embrace Israel weakens their resolve
against Iran. To do so on behalf of a peace plan that everybody already
knows is dead on arrival because of Palestinian intransigence makes no
sense.

Perhaps Trump is still too besotted with the notion of being the man who
cuts the Gordian Knot of Middle East peace with a “deal of century” to see
that Kushner’s efforts are a waste of time. But if the president doesn’t want
to undermine his much-needed push on Iran, then he needs to back down
on the Israel-Palestinian front. The key for success in Warsaw must be to
resist the temptation for public diplomacy in the Middle East when the
interests of the United States and regional stability call for letting some
relationships remain under wraps.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor in chief of JNS—Jewish News Syndicate.
Follow him on Twitter at: @jonathans_tobin.

Tobin
(Continued from page 5.)
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High schoolers are reaching new heights at Anières Elite Academy
By REUBEN COLEMAN

Anières Elite Academy, along with the Faculty of Aerospace
Engineering at the Technion, launched an enrichment program three
years ago to teach youngsters the basics of aerospace engineering. This
year, Anières and the Technion are proud to share that the graduates of
the program are well on their way to reaching new heights. 

Anières Elite Academy, which operates at the WIZO Nahalal Youth
Village, was created by World ORT and Naale, where the most excep-
tional young minds from all over the world receive the highest quality of
education available from 9th to 12th grade in science, technology, engi-
neering and math. 

The program, Aeronautics in the Valley, was formulated in cooperation
with various organizations, including elements in the Air Force, the
Technion, and senior officials at Rafael, World ORT, Kadima, Mada and
the WIZO Nahalal Youth Village.

Ira Lotman, Anières Elite Academy Project Manager, points to pro-
grams like this as an example of what makes the High School especially
unique, “Together with our partners, we strive to foster and enrich the
program with additional activities and courses that are unique to the
Anières program, which cannot be found in regular education. This pro-
gram, ‘Aeronautics in the Valley’, is an example of an original program
which is already seeing terrific results.” 

Students join the enrichment program in the 10th grade and can con-
tinue to delve further into Auronautics in the following years. In their first
year they learn about aviation through a series of lectures and education-
al tours. In 11th grade they are given the opportunity to study Sports
Aviation at the Technion Faculty of Aerospace Engineering and in their
final year, Introduction to Aerospace Engineering. The curriculum grants
credits for a first degree at the Technion (subject to compliance with the
admission requirements for the Technion and according to the program
offered to the students) and was built to feed into an academic reserve
where students’ degrees are funded before their military service, and go
on to serve as part of the air force in engineering roles. 

“These students are very important to our faculty and to the aerospace
community at large” says Prof. Itzchak Frankel, Dean of Faculty of
Aerospace Engineering at the Technion, “They are the best candidates for
engineering roles in the aerospace industry and from what I can see, the
students we’ve absorbed from Anières are top notch - our best students.” 

Noam Hasin, born in Israel and raised in Los Angeles CA is an Anières
graduate from the class of 2018, shared an example of the extra lengths
Anières takes in order to give their students the best chances at ultimate
success: “They provide a Psychometric course to prepare us for the
Psychometric Exam, a very important standardized test in Israel. They
provided this course, as well as tutoring, in my junior year, so that if I
needed to take it again I’d have the time to prepare the following year.”
He continued, “The Anières program provided a very structured frame-
work which supported me academically, financially and socially. The
program helped me get accepted into the Technion, which was my ulti-
mate goal and where I am studying now.”

Noam’s fellow classmate, Luis Fernando from Brazil, says his experi-
ence at Anières played a major role in enabling him to thrive academi-
cally as well as in his personal journey, “It’s overall a great program, with
a nice atmosphere. You don’t have to compromise academics or a social
life.” The staff is supportive in both aspects as well – Luis shared how the
staff cares for each and every student on a personal level, “They gave
personal advice: if I had any doubts or trouble in the boarding school or
academically, there was a person to go to for help.” 

Dr. Yuval Levy, an Adjunct Lecturer with a PhD in Aeronautics and
Astronautics points to the numbers to quantify the program’s success,
just as you would expect from an engineer. “We have about 250 students
in the academic reserve program at the Technion, and 15 of them are from
Anières - to me this is proof of the program’s success.”

Dr. Levy discovered the Anières program from a friend and fell in love
with it from the start. He connected with the school and started teaching
an Introduction to Aerospace Engineering in Nahalal Israel, where the
Anières students live and learn. A personal fascination is the diversity of
teens the program brings to Israel from all over the world, “In my mind
this is the zionism of the 21st century,” he proclaims. 

One of these shining examples is Anières graduate, Mercedes
Voscoboinik from Concordia, Argentina. “So far it’s been really exciting,
and my background at Anières has put me at a great advantage,” she says,
as a current Technion studying aeronautical engineering, “the classes I
took at Anières exposed me to material directly connected to what I’m
studying right now for my first degree. Because of the aeronautic engi-
neering introduction course I’m able to better understand what I’m learn-
ing now.”

For parents and students considering Anières, and specifically its
Technion track, Prof. Frankel assures, “We promise to take good care of
them and give them the best engineering education in our faculty or aero-
space engineering.”

Learn more about Anières Elite Academy at https://www.naale-
elite-academy.com/en/schools/anieres/

WASHINGTON (JTA) –
President Donald Trump called
on Rep. Ilhan Omar, D-Minn.,
to resign from Congress for
what he said was her anti-
Semitism.

“It’s terrible what she said and
I think she should either resign

from Congress, or she should cer-
tainly resign from the House Foreign Affairs Committee,”
Trump told reporters on Tuesday. “What she said is so
deep-seated in her heart that her lame apology, and that’s
what it was, it was lame and she didn’t mean a word of it,
was just not appropriate. I think she should resign from
Congress.”

Omar, in her first term in the Congress, said Sunday on
Twitter that the American Israel Public Affairs Committee
pays lawmakers to be pro-Israel. After condemnations
from Republicans and Democrats, including the Democratic leadership in
the U.S. House of Representatives, she said she “unequivocally” apolo-
gized after speaking with “Jewish allies and colleagues who are educating
me on the painful history of anti-Semitic tropes.”

Omar recently apologized for a 2012 tweet in which she accused Israel of
“hypnotizing” the world, acknowledging that she had unwittingly echoed
anti-Semitic themes.

Republicans are pressuring the House Democratic leadership to remove
her from the influential Foreign Affairs Committee, noting that

Republicans removed Rep. Steve
King, R-Iowa, from committees after
he questioned why it was taboo to
embrace white supremacy.

King also apologized, but Trump did
not call for his resignation. King was
an early backer of Trump’s candidacy.

Critics of the president noted that he
has not apologized for various com-
ments they described as bigoted. In the
past he has drawn fire for calling for “a
total and complete shutdown of
Muslims entering the United States,”
for saying a judge could not be impar-
tial because of his Hispanic ethnicity,
and, as recently as Saturday, mocking
Democratic president candidate
Elizabeth Warren’s claim to Native

American ancestry by seeming to invoke the Trail of Tears.
“Mr. President, Congresswoman @IlhanMN apologized for using an

anti-Semitic trope and demonstrated leadership,” Chelsea Clinton, whose
mother, Hillary, lost to Trump in the 2016 election, said on Twitter. Chelsea
Clinton was among the first Democrats to call on Omar to apologize.

“When have you ever apologized for your embrace of white nationalism
and your exploitation and amplification of anti-Semitic, Islamophobic,
racist, xenophobic, anti-LGBTQ hate?” Clinton asked Trump.

Trump calls on Ilhan Omar to resign from Congress for ‘anti-Semitism’

By

RON KAMPEAS

Rep. Ilhan Omar 
(Mark Wilson/Getty Images)



W
hen the
N a o n s
decided to

leave Istanbul, it was
not with a heavy
heart. Eli and Yeliz
Naon left close fami-
ly and friends behind,
as so many newcom-

ers have done. They moved to Winnipeg – a city
they had heard was the Murder Capital of
Canada, yet also possibly the friendliest place
in North America.

As they discovered during their exploratory
visit, the friendliness of people outweighed any
fears they had. So, the Naons opted to take the
leap, leaving well-paying jobs behind for a
chance to start anew.

The Naons have twins – son, Aksel, and
daughter, Orli – who turned nine in January.
The kids, at first, attended Gray Academy of Jewish Education, but have
since been switched to a public school closer to home.

“I’m a really big fan of Winnipeg, because, when I thought what I don’t
like about Istanbul – not just the economy, my career was very good, I was
making good money – but, I was driving, as an example, for four hours a
day just to go to work and come back,” said Eli. “And the stress of the work
and the city of Istanbul, destroyed all the nature. They cut all the trees, built
high rise buildings...there was no place to breathe fresh air.

“Then, I thought to myself, if I’m going to start from the beginning, I
don’t want anything I don’t like about my previous life in my new life. In

Winnipeg, it’s actually a quiet city...safe,
peaceful, and friendly, most of it...and then, I
never thought about going anywhere else in
Canada.”

Eli does not understand Winnipeggers who
are always complaining about the city
because of the cold or the fact that it’s a rel-
atively small city. He can only imagine their
complaining must be due to a lack of experi-
ence living elsewhere.

“Probably most of them they didn’t live in
a big city like Istanbul, with almost the same
size of Winnipeg, but with a 20 million popu-
lation,” he said. “So, they are complaining
about the city. But, to me, it is like heaven.”

Both Eli and Yeliz are educated profession-
als who have chosen to leave their profes-
sions and follow their hearts soon after they
arrived in Winnipeg in 2016.

Yeliz, a former lab manager, decided that
decorating cakes was more to her liking, allowing her to escape the stress-
es of daily life. And Eli decided to take his passion for real estate to the next
level, becoming a real estate agent.

In Turkey, Eli worked as a COO for a company’s textile division.
“Mainly, Jews in Turkey are in the textile business,” said Eli. “I was not a
real estate agent back in Turkey, but I was investing in real estate for
myself, buying and selling.

“But, when we moved, the real estate business was always on my mind.
I took the real estate course and passed the exams in four months. I got my
license and started to work with Vanguard Real Estate as a realtor.”

The Naons feel extremely grateful for the opportunities afforded to them
through the Jewish Federation’s Grow Winnipeg program, and they are
doing whatever they can to pay it forward to other newcomers.

While many services are offered to newcomers, Eli found it hard to learn
about all of them and difficult to access, as newcomers already have so
much else on their plates to deal with when they first arrive and it can be
hard to even ask for help.

“I thought, maybe we should ask them if they need any help, any sup-
port,” said Eli. “We should learn more about the immigrants – if they have
any problems, if they need anything – and we should try to keep them in
Winnipeg...maybe, it’s better to ask them if they need anything instead of
waiting for them to ask support from the community.

“I owe this community. They’ve helped me a lot. And this community is
the reason why I moved here, and how I survived in a new country. I feel I
owe to this community and I will pay back to this community all my life.

“They changed my life for the better. If there was no Winnipeg Jewish
community, probably, I’d still be in Turkey or I’d immigrate to Israel. Now,
seeing how happy my kids are, how they’ve adapted, I think the Jewish
community made it possible. I feel I owe this community and whenever
they need any volunteering job I can do, I’m ready – even if they don’t ask
for it, I’ll find ways to serve to this community.”

Newcomer family happily trades Istanbul for Winnipeg in a heartbeat
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The Jewish Heritage Centre 
of Western Canada (JHC)

Announces the 14th Annual Sol and
Florence Kanee Distinguished Lecture

“The Rise of Populism, 
Nationalism, and Hate”

With Keynote Speaker, New York Times Op-Ed
Columnist, Pulitzer Prize Winner, Bret Stephens
Date: May 13, 2019 7:30 pm 
Venue: Congregation Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue 561 Wellington
Crescent, Winnipeg 

A Pulitzer Prize winning journal-
ist and author, Stephens is known
for his incisive commentary and
brilliant analysis. His talk: “The
Rise of Populism, Nationalism, and
Hate,” will focus on the disturbing
resurgence of dangerous global
trends rising worldwide as well as
their local impact. 

This timely topic will focus on
the most critical movements at play
on today’s world stage. Mr. Stephens came to the New York Times after
a long career with the Wall Street Journal, where he was most recent-
ly deputy editorial page editor and, for eleven years, a foreign affairs
columnist. Before that, he was editor in chief of the Jerusalem Post.
He has reported from around the world and interviewed many world
leaders.

The Sol and Florence Kanee Distinguished Lecture Series has intro-
duced Winnipeg audiences to some of the world’s top speakers. The
event is a key element of the JHC’s fundraising campaign to help ful-
fill its mandate in Manitoba and Western Canada. Dedicated to pre-
serving the history of the cultural and religious life of our community,
the JHC also serves as an advocate for tolerance and anti-racism. The
JHC has become the principal purveyor of Holocaust and antisemitism
education in the province and reaches thousands of students, educa-
tors, and the public each year through its programming.
Tickets available at Eventbrite.ca
For more information please contact: 
Belle Jarniewski 
Executive Director Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada
jewishheritage@jhcwc.org 204-478-8590
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

The Naon family (l-r): Aksel, Eli, Yeliz, and Orli

BRET STEPHENS

We are seniors
More on building our cottage at Falcon Lake

The last time this column appeared, I wrote
about some of the difficulties we encountered
building a cottage at Falcon Lake in eastern
Manitoba. I left off with the problem of bring-
ing in water from the lake if you didn’t have a
lake shore lot. We got together with the
Kimelmans and the Kettners and drew up a lit-
tle map to decide how we could bring up water
from the lake for plumbing and dining. After

we contacted other lot owners to determine if they would share in the
cost, one of them would not share in the cost. So, we bypassed him and
found an alternative route.

When all three basic cabins were built the next item was be to add a
kitchen and bathroom. I discovered that I knew how to sell life insurance,
but I knew absolutely nothing about plumbing! And, while chewing gum
might resolve a water leak temporarily, it would not be a permanent solu-
tion! Also, while you might  try to locate a plumber during the summer
season, if it wasn’t a sizeable job - good luck with that!

Bu,t as our children would say if we took them on a long car ride: “Are
we having a good time yet?” - it wasn’t all work and no play. After we
saw all those boats on the lake we decided we would like to have one too!
But, who had any extra cash? That’s when Paul Kettner came to the res-
cue. He owned Fort Rouge Painting and Decorating, and he offered to
build kayaks using canvass treated with water resistant paint!

Well, we had a ball!

By

HARRY WARREN
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School
Endowment Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching
Fellow, University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column

The Israeli TV series “Shtisel” now available on Netflix is a won-
derful and moving series describing the lives of Yiddish speaking
non-Hasidic ultra-orthodox Jews in Jerusalem. Akiva and his wid-
owed father Shulem, together with their extended family are trapped
between their personal needs and aspirations and the demands of
their extremely strict community. It is interesting to listen to their
authentic “Litvish Yiddish” dialect still spoken on the streets of
Haredi Jerusalem. This show is highly recommended. 

Ed. note: Further to Itay Zutra’s column on  “Shtisel”, here is some
information about the series gleaned from the internet: 

Dori Media Group (“DMG”, “the Company”) announced that it has
agreed to a deal with Netflix for 2 seasons of the successful Israeli
drama “Shtisel” that launched globally on Netflix on 15 December
2018.

The series first aired in Israel in June 2013 with both seasons
achieving phenomenal success and critical acclaim. Shtisel has gar-
nered multiple awards including 11 Israeli TV Awards for its inau-
gural season (including Best Drama, Best Actor, Best Director and
Best Script for Season 1) followed by 6 awards in 2015 (including
Best Actor and Best Actress for Season 2).

Dikla Barkai, Executive Producer, Abot Hameiri Barkai comment-
ed:

“We are excited about airing the series on Netflix, which reflects its
global recognition and are expecting even wider exposure in future.
Ori Elon and Yehonatan Indursky are distinguished writers and
together with the deep and sensitive directing of Alon Zingman, they
have come up with a special viewing experience that changes the
way of thinking. You think the series will expose you to a distant,
exotic world, but you find yourself immersed in the energy of the
programme. Shtisel is above all an excellent story, translated into so
many languages, and we thank Netflix for choosing it.”

Danna Stern, Managing Director of yesStudios: “We are thrilled
and proud that the beautiful world of the Shtisel family produced for
YES TV will be readily available for a global audience. This intimate
family portrait rooted in a rich, traditional and often unseen realms
deals with loss, love and relationships – all universally relatable and
extremely accessible”.  

Created and written by Ori Elon and Yehonatan Indursky and
directed by Alon Zingman, the compelling story of “Shtisel” follows
Akiva, a young ultra-orthodox (Haredi) bachelor, and his widowed
father who share an apartment while searching for love within the
strict rules of religious observance. This delicious gentle drama
allows a window into the world of ultra–orthodox Jews while intro-
ducing audiences to the story of the multigenerational Shtisel family
as they deal with grief, companionship and every day struggles.

Upcoming Radio Shows
Listen to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM on

Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online at ckjs.com
On February 24th Regine Frankel will be featuring the life and

music of violin virtuoso Itzhak Perlman. Rochelle Zucker will intro-
duce you to David Eshet, an artist who proudly sang in Yiddish in
Israel at a time when it was frowned upon.

On March 3rd Sid Halpern who present a fun show with the music
and “shtick” of Mickey Katz. Rochelle Zucker will be playing
Yiddish songs about thieves and other scoundrels.

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

The Shtisels, father Shulem and son Akiva, at their
kitchen table, in the Israeli TV series, “Shtisel”,
now available on Netflix          (Courtesy: 'Shtisel')



By BERNIE BELLAN

W
hen sportswriters write about the
Winnipeg Blue Bombers at the start of a
new football season a certain number of

well-worn clichés usually get trotted out.
How about “long suffering fans”, “the drought

continues”, “Will this be the year?” - just for
starters.

It’s maddeningly difficult even to remember
the last time the Bombers actually won a Grey
Cup. (The answer is 1990.) So, when you get a
chance to talk with one of the members of that
Grey Cup team - who also happens to be a devot-
ed member of the Rady JCC, why not take the
opportunity to reminisce about some of those
halcyon days of the Bombers - when they actu-
ally won three Grey Cups in the space of six
years?

Such was the occasion when I sat down recently with Rod Hill, who was
voted the greatest Blue Bomber defensive back of all time in a fan survey
conducted by the Free Press and TSN1290 in 2014.

Hill, who almost any regular at the Rady JCC would recognize for his
adherence to a disciplined regimen of working out almost every week day,
is one of the most personable and outgoing individuals you’re ever going
to meet. He never turns away from anyone who might want to have a word
with him - and his easygoing manner can put even a total stranger at ease
once you begin conversing with him.

It was only five short seasons that Hill actually played for the Bombers -
from 1988-92, but during that time he set records for the most interceptions
in team history (47), also the modern day CFL record for most intercep-
tions in one game (5 - set in 1990 against Hamilton). Hill also holds the
Blue Bomber record for most blocked punts (8).

Standing 6’ and weighing 185 lbs. (when he played), even though Hill is
about to turn 60 next month, he still looks like he could step on to a foot-
ball field. I ask him whether he weighs about the same as when he played
and he says he only weighs about “10% more”.

I tell Hill that I wanted to ask him about his
career as a Bomber and what’s followed, but I’m
also curious to know what draws him to the Rady
JCC. After all, here’s a renowned athlete working
out diligently at a fitness facility that isn’t known
as a magnet for jocks.

By the way, here’s a trivia question that might
stump you: Who were the two quarterbacks on the
Blue Bomber teams that won the Grey Cups in
1988 and 1990? (The answer is: Tom Burgess in
1988 and Sean Salisbury in 1990.) It was because
neither of those two players would have been con-
sidered star players by any means that Hill is dis-
missive of the notion that a team has to have a great
quarterback in order to win the Grey Cup.

Hill grew up in the community of Holland
Park, which is a “suburb of Detroit”, he

explains. He played college football at Kentucky State University and was
drafted (in the first round) by the Dallas Cowboys in 1982.

Although he managed to play in the NFL for five seasons (with four dif-
ferent teams), Hill admits he “didn’t have a lot of success down there.”

Looking back on his five years with the Bombers though, Hill says that
“we had a lot of great teams, a lot of great teammates. We went to three
Grey Cups and won two.”

Following his retirement from football Hill says he was “a banker for 10
or 11 years, then I went into the retail business for about 10 or 11 years.”

I ask him whether he’s now “fully retired”, but Hill said he’s “semi-
retired. I’m still waiting on what I want to do next.”

Having spoken with Hill previously, I was aware that he’s been a long-
time member of the Rady JCC. I ask him when specifically he joined?

“It was around 2001,” he answers.
What made him “want to come here?” I wonder.
“Well,’” he begins, “first of all I had a lot of friends here. I was familiar

with the community and once I got here I saw the facility and the commu-
nity atmosphere - so it was a good fit for me.”

As far as the quality of the exercise equipment and the layout of the facil-
ity, Hill says “it’s second to none. The good thing about it is anything goes
wrong, they fix it immediately and the best thing about this place is: It’s
extremely clean.”

From observation I was also aware that Hill spends quite a bit of time
walking on the track, but I wanted to know what the rest of his exercise
regimen looks like.

“I spend about three days a week on cardio vascular,” he notes. “I try to
get my heart rate to about 180. I spend about four days lifting weights.”

I ask Hill how many of his former teammates still live in Winnipeg?
“I’d say about a third of them,” he answers. “I see Willard Reaves on

occasion, I see James Murphy, Chris Walby, Stan Mikowas… I see a lot of
the guys.”

Hill also lists older Bombers such as Nick Miller and the legendary
Kenny Ploen as individuals he keeps in touch with.

“We call Kenny Ploen the ‘godfather”,” Hill says. “Without him there’d
be no ‘us’.” 

Hill adds that he also keeps in touch with former Bomber coach Mike
Riley - and he used to keep in touch with former coaches Urban Bowman
and Cal Murphy - both of whom have passed on.

But, when I ask Hill whether he’s ever been involved with Bomber teams
as a coach, he says “No, that doesn’t interest me…It’s a tough job.”

He does stay active in the Bomber organization though, “hosting games
at the Pinnacle Room” on game day, he says.

I ask him what he makes of the CFL right now?
“I think the CFL is in a good place,” he says. He goes on to say that he

likes what they’re doing with international associations and improvements
to players’ health and safety.

But what about the Bombers, I wonder? Do they have what it takes to
win? Is Matt Nichols good enough at quarterback?

“He’s done it in the past,” Hill suggests. “He’s won over 60% of his
games…It’s not all on the quarterback.”

Hill is active in other community endeavours, he notes. “I do some work
with Special Olympics,” he says. “I’m on their board. I do some work with
Kiwanis.”

I end the interview by asking Hill whether he’s looking to get into some-
thing else. “Yah, I’m looking around,” he says, “but it won’t be sports.”

In a way that’s a shame. Rod Hill would make a great colour commenta-
tor - if he were ever interested in doing that. He oozes charm, is articulate,
and has a great sense of humour. In the meantime, since he’s known as one
of the most recognizable Rady JCC members there is, don’t hesitate to go
up to him and say hi. This is one athlete who doesn’t separate himself from
the community.

Former Blue Bomber great Rod Hill is a dedicated member of the Rady JCC
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By Cantor JESSICA TURNOFF FERRARI

F
or Jewish women of a certain age,
playing mah jongg is as inevitable as
eating Chinese food on Christmas or

complaining that you’re hungry on Yom
Kippur.

The sounds of thick tiles clinking and
calls of “five crack,” “two bam,” and “six
dot” are ubiquitous at sisterhood events
and assisted living facilities around my
hometown of
Boca Raton,
Florida.  

For many of
us, the memory of these sounds transports us to
our childhood, when it was mom’s or bubbe’s
turn to host the game — and that meant excel-
lent snacks. Some of my fellow players recall
fondly the sounds of mothers and grandmothers
playing as they drifted off to sleep — the tin-
kling of the tiles, the voices, the laughter.

My introduction to mah jongg came later in life, however. The women in
my family did not play “mahj,” as so many Jewish-American players nick-
named the game. My grandmother, for one, viewed mah jongg as a lesser
pastime, designed for those who couldn’t handle “real” games like bridge
or canasta. I first encountered a mah jongg set when my kids were attend-
ing Jewish preschool. The tiles were both exotic and comforting, familiar
and foreign.

A Chinese pastime, mah jongg became a popular American parlor game
in the 1920s. So many people were playing and creating unique table rules
that it became difficult to play with others. According to Melissa Martens
of the Museum of Jewish Heritage in New York, in 1937, 200 women —
all Jewish! — gathered to systematize the rules of the game, and the
National Mah Jongg League was born. The Americanized version differs
from its Chinese forebears in a few ways, namely that each year, the NMJL

issues new scorecards, thus new winning combinations. (There’s also the
unique spelling of the game — why there are two g’s in the American ver-
sion is anyone’s guess.)

We think of mah jongg players as women over 60. So, as a mother of
grade-school kids, when people learn that I play mah jongg, their most
common reaction  is, “Aren’t you kinda young for that?” Everything old is
new again, as we were so presciently reminded by Peter Allen in “All That
Jazz.” Whether we are talking about vinyl, flannel, round glasses or mah
jongg, the biggest surprise is that we didn’t expect it.

Here’s how it happened: Four years ago,
the director of my daughter’s preschool
asked me to lead a Torah study for parents
after dropoff. Now I’m all for Torah study,
but as parents of toddlers, my friends were
more interested in exercising, working and
going to the bathroom alone. They weren’t
particularly keen on studying Torah, but
when one friend suggested we spend a pre-
cious preschool morning learning mah
jongg, socializing and drinking mimosas,
my fellow parents were all in.

The director was horrified. I believe her exact words were, “What is this,
1950?!” But the
preschool staff
made beautiful
fliers for “Mah
jongg and
mimosas” and we
played nearly every
two weeks for the
rest of the preschool
years. And now that

Mah jongg isn’t just a game. It’s a way of life.
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Shards of Crystal
Fern G. Z. Carr
Silver Bow Publishing, 2018
New Westminster BC 
Available on Amazon
98 pages
Reviewed by CYNTHIA SHARP

I
’ve been a fan of Fern G. Z.
Carr’s work for years, whether
it’s orbiting Mars or in literary

journals throughout the globe. Now
to have a whole melodic book of
hers to curl up with by the fire
under blankets and starlight is a
rare winter treat. 

Shards of Crystal is elegantly
divided into digestible sections.
The collection opens with slivers of
healed suffering in Carr’s “All in
the Mind” poems. Her juxtaposi-
tion of the lonely experience of
invisible suffering with a profound
desire to connect, alludes to a
growing humanitarian strength. Titles like “The Elusive Language of
Trees” lure readers in. 

Carr is the embodiment of poetic precision, unafraid to master any style.
In “The Elusive Language of Trees,” words stretch elegantly across the
page like graceful ballerina limbs, wide, flowing, upturned, carrying the
poem like wings of an eagle. A patient inner power emerges, guiding the
reader to light. Carr teaches us to listen deeply, to allow her wisdom to
comfort through struggles, as verse brings the contours of suicide, anorex-
ia and dementia into concrete images, 
“She puts on yesterday’s clothes
and wonders what in hell
she will do with the next
twenty-four hours.” 

“Gone” speaks deeply to natur-
al beauty and peace of mind
eroded through violation, as well
as what “remains,” how scars
wound and leave survivors hid-
den in daily battles, whether it’s
post-traumatic stress disorder or
other unseen burdens, the perma-
nence of the damage when a per-
son’s right to safety is ruptured.
Carr portrays the intricacy of the
shadows that remain so that
readers can empathize with real
hope based in knowledge, expe-
rience and service, a gift of heal-
ing to those who have overcome
chasms of hidden pain and those
who still suffer. 

The “Body Language” poems
are deftly incarnate, conveying
the heartbreak, powerlessness
and empathy evoked in the kind-
ness of hospital staff as a loved
one undergoes treatments and
diagnostics in lines such as, 

“… doctors are politely paged
to rush to the aid of the dying.” 

Carr captures a tone of graciousness and helplessness in the face of mor-
tality.

Her empathy extends to animal lives as well. In the “Animalia” section,
the collection progresses with sharp imagery that gets inside the reader,
bringing the tragic loss of a puppy poisoned with strychnine to light in a
way that draws readers all the way in to understand that every life matters,
her imagery connecting us with the consequences of intolerance. Carr is a
poet who is not afraid to use the whole page, whether it’s a concrete poem
or an experimental, rhythmic compilation of fragments. 

Poems through the sections, “Relatively Speaking,” “Tomorrow Is
Cancelled” and “A Metamorphosis of Darkness to Light” make the ethere-
al tangible in works like “I Touch a Singing Ghost” and the final “I Am,”
the all-encompassing, deep truth of enlightened permission to be. Her solid
diction like “entropy” sets us free, strong and grounded, unafraid to speak
our truths after journeying with her, harmonizing through 

“the essence
of the eternal
that thrums
in a voice
resonating
with the musicality 
of stars.” 

Shards of Crystal is where precision and compassion meet to leave read-
ers in awe, as brokenness enters light. It’s not a surprise that Carr is high-
ly regarded, not only for her meaningful and skillful poetry, but also for her
volunteer work for animal rights, literacy and other humanitarian causes.
Carr is a classic poet who will stand the test of time.

FERN G. Z. CARR is a former Winnipegger, lawyer, teacher and past
President of both the local branch of the BC Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals and Project Literacy Kelowna Society. A member of the
Federation of BC Writers, she is also a Full Member of the League of
Canadian Poets and has served as the League’s Poet-in-Residence. She is
a Pushcart Prize nominee who composes and translates poetry in six lan-
guages including Mandarin. 

Carr has been published extensively worldwide from Finland to
Mauritius. Her poetry has appeared in numerous Jewish journals, maga-
zines and anthologies such as Jewish Women’s Literary Annual, Poetica –
Reflections of Jewish Thought, Outlook: Canada’s Progressive Jewish
Magazine, and Voices Israel.

Honours include: being cited as a contributor to India’s Prakalpana
Literary Movement; having had her work taught at West Virginia
University; having a Juno-nominated musician set her poetry to music and
perform it; and an online feature in The Globe and Mail. Carr’s poem, “I
Am”, was chosen by the Parliamentary Poet Laureate as Poem of the
Month for Canada. Her poetry collection, Shards of Crystal (Silver Bow
Publishing, 2018) is available on Amazon. Carr is thrilled to have one of
her poems currently orbiting the planet Mars aboard NASA’S MAVEN
spacecraft. www.ferngzcarr.com

Former Winnipegger Fern Carr publishes new book of poetry
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FERN CARR



LOS ANGELES (JTA) – I was born in 1995,
which means a lot of things. The Twin Towers
toppled when I was only in kindergarten. I’m a
digital native. In my lifetime, Israel has always
existed. And most people have no idea what the
word “Zionism” means.

At lunch recently with a friend who is Jewish
and deeply knowledgeable about politics, she
illustrated just how serious the misunderstanding

is. After two hours of talking about progressive activism, her eyes widened
in horror when I noted that I am a Zionist.

“Doesn’t that just mean you’re against Palestinian rights?” she asked.
“Of course not,” I replied, and asked her if she knew what the term

Zionist actually means.
She didn’t.
I explained to her that Zionists are simply people who believe in the right

of Jewish people to have self-determination in their ancestral homeland.

Rather than supporting a specific administration or everything Israel
does, “Zionism is Jewish self-determination,” Sara Yael Hirschhorn, visit-
ing assistant professor in Israel studies at Northwestern University’s Crown
Family Center for Jewish and Israel Studies, told me recently. “It’s co-sign-
ing that Israel should exist, that Jews have a right to self-determination no
more or no less than any other nationality, that Jews are not only a religion
but they’re also a people and a nation, that they have the right to have con-
trol over their own affairs, that their existence is not only predicated on
being a minority in some other country.”

Although some critics would argue otherwise, Zionism does not dictate
that Jews deserve self-determination at the expense of the Palestinians,
though some Zionists do believe that and have tried their best to make it so
in modern Israel. But critically, their discriminatory views did not develop
out of their Zionism but rather because of other implicit biases and fears.
My Zionism implores me to advocate for the self-determination of
Palestinians and other ethnic groups in the broad fight for indigenous
rights. No nation should win freedom by marginalizing another one, and
many Zionists and anti-Zionists alike make the mistake of assuming we
cannot provide statehood and dignity to both.

After our lunchtime conversation, my friend realized that she’s a Zionist,

too.
I’ve had this interaction in every pocket of Los Angeles with countless

people my age, both Jewish and non-Jewish. I’ve explained what Jewish
self-determination and
Zionism means over

Nobody knows what Zionism means anymore. Two historians help explain why.

Anne Frank wrote frequently about Mouschi in her celebrated diary.
Now, a new book by David A. Miller and Steven J. Rubin, titled “The Cat
Who Lived with Anne Frnak”, illustrated by award-winning Elizabeth
Baddeley, tells Anne’s story from a new perspective.

Says Museum of Tolerance director Liebe
Geft, “This is a magnificently illustrated book,
so very important as a new portal and opportu-
nity to introduce the subject in an age appropri-
ate way to new and younger audiences so the
importance of Holocaust history is not lost, but
reinforced.

“We’re grateful,” says authors Miller and
Rubin “that the museum shares our book’s
timely mission of educating a new generation
of young people and their families about the
lessons of the Holocaust and Anne Frank, and
the importance of confronting racism, intoler-
ance, anti-Semitism, bullying and bigotry in
this age of emboldened hate.”

“The Cat Who Lived with Anne Frank” is
published by Penguin Random House’s
Philomel imprint. It is currently available for
preorder online or at bookstores everywhere.

New picture book for children
reimagines Anne Frank story
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Rabbi  
Joseph Telushkin

Generous ly  Sponsored  by  The  Asper  Foundat ion

Words That Hurt,
Words That Heal

Thursday|May 9th|7 PM 

Adas Yeshurun Herzlia Presents

SAVE THE DATE

Adas Yeshurun Herzlia Presents
Named by Talk Magazine as one of

the 50 best speakers in the United
States, Rabbi Telushkin will be this
year’s featured speaker at Adas
Yeshurun Herzlia’s annual fundrais-
ing event on May 9th. Rabbi
Telushkin’s topic: Words that Hurt,
Words that Heal; How the Words You
Choose Shape Your Destiny. 

Telushkin is a prolific author whose
books, plays, and television episodes
cover a wide range of topics and sub-
jects anchored in Jewish values.
Words That Hurt, Words That Heal
brings Telushkin’s famously warm
and erudite perspective to bear on the
words we use both in public and in
private, and illustrates their power to
build relationships — or tear them down. Telushkin explains the harm
we do when we spread gossip, teaches why anger, criticism, and lying
destroy any possibility of true communication, and shows how to turn
every exchange into an opportunity. We discover subtleties of speech
we may never have considered before-and we uncover the true mean-
ing of what we say.

Rabbi Telushkin’s book Words that Hurt, Words that Heal became
the motivating force behind US Senators Joseph Lieberman’s and
Connie Mack’s 1996 Senate Resolution #151 to establish a National
Speak No Evil Day throughout the United States. It was just released
in a new and greatly revised edition.

Rabbi Telushkin serves on the Advisory Council and Scholar’s
Council for The World’s Jewish Museum, the iconic Frank Gehry-
designed museum due to open in Tel Aviv in honor of Israel’s seventy-
fifth anniversary. Telushkin has coined the museum’s adage “Jewish
ideas have changed the world without the world knowing it. Now it
will.” 

Rabbi Telushkin was ordained at Yeshiva University in New York,
and pursued graduate studies in Jewish history at Columbia University.
He resides in New York City with his wife Dvorah Menashe Telushkin.
They have four children. 

RABBI 
JOSEPH TELUSHKIN

Continued on next page. See “Zionism”.
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Brazilian food in Century City, lattes in
South Central and hummus in
Hollywood.

Everywhere I go, it seems that other people are redefining the term and
associating it with things I would never co-sign. While Zionism looks dif-
ferent for every Zionist, I am vocally against the oppression of
Palestinians, the occupation of the West Bank and Israeli Prime Minister
Netanyahu’s administration. Only 3 percent of American Jews identify as
“generally not pro-Israel,” but the majority of pro-Israel American Jews
also say that they are critical of “some” or “many” of Israel’s policies.

Jonathan Sarna, the director of the Schusterman Center for Israel Studies
at Brandeis University, assured me that my friends are not the only
Americans who have a serious misunderstanding of Zionism.

“Most American Jews and certainly most American non-Jews, haven’t
the slightest idea of Zionism,” Sarna told me. “There are many Jews, not
just many American liberals, who somehow think that Zionism is about
expelling Arabs or doing all sorts of things, which it certainly has nothing
to do with.”

Among many young people, even young Jews, Zionism has become
synonymous with settler colonialism, Islamophobia and sometimes just
racism. Yet these very people who have no idea of the meaning of the term
are redefining it and even using it as a slur. Many otherwise progressive
people have made it clear that they want Zionists out of their spaces and
out of existence.

How has the meaning of Zionism been lost on most of my peers?
Weren’t we the generation who reframed feminism to mean “gender
equality,” which is its true definition, rather than whatever misogynists
pretend it to mean?

Did the ability to identify with Jewish self-determination vanish once
the reality of a Jewish state sunk into the American consciousness?

Perhaps the modern state, warts and all, has made Zionism easier to vil-
ify.

“I don’t think Zionism is co-signing Benjamin Netanyahu’s politics, but
it is co-signing the idea of a state of Israel that currently exists and not one
that we might have fantasized in 1896,” Hirschhorn said. “We can’t
rewind the tape of history to come up with a different possibility.”

With a modern state, Jews objectively wield more power than we’ve had
in centuries – and “people find Jewish power inherently threatening,”
Hirschhorn told me.

“There are plenty of anti-Semites in this world that have wanted Jews to
be powerless and have taken advantage of their powerlessness,” she
added. “The State of Israel today represents the idea that is never going to
happen again and, removing the Palestinian issue from this calculus, there
are people in this world that don’t like the idea that Jews now have a state
and have the ability to protect themselves and possibly protect others.”

Rather than a nuanced and complex appreciation for Jewish self-deter-

mination and protection, “Zionism on Twitter is #occupation, #genocide,
#settlercolonialism, #evil. That’s what Zionism is for our generation,”
Hirschhorn said. For my peers, that nuance has vanished like a selfie sent
through Snapchat.

As a writer, I receive comments that I’m a racist Zionist every time I’m
vocally Jewish on the platform. Lately I’ve become increasingly disillu-
sioned with the Israeli government, but I’m also standing stronger than
ever in my belief that the state itself must exist.

“Zionism’s supposed to be about creating a safe haven, and that self-
determination was the only way to protect ourselves as a people from anti-
Semitism,” according to Hirschhorn, who said that most young American
Jews, unfortunately, see Israel as a vacation spot more than as a necessary
homeland. “People of our generation don’t relate to that idea that Israel or
Zionism is sort of a safe haven. Other than Pittsburgh, which seemed to be
sort of a shock to a lot of the American Jewish community, we generally
have the feeling that we live safely and comfortably in another country
under leadership or rulership that isn’t necessarily our own.”

This may explain why, as Sarna explained, when Jewish safety is threat-
ened, Jewish support for Zionism generally goes up. Thankfully, America
has generally been safe for Jews. Unfortunately, that means that not every
American Jew appreciates the need for a Jewish state.

“After thousands of years of being colonized or sent into [the] Diaspora
or disempowered or persecuted or killed, Zionism allowed Jews self-
determination in a land that had historically been theirs and to which they
returned,” Sarna said. “Young Jews don’t even remember that there was a
time when no one would accept Jews. They imagine, ‘Oh, Jews are white
folks and they’re powerful and everybody wants them. The president, who
is not so fond of Hispanic immigrants, loves Jews. He recognized them at
the State of the Union,’ and they imagine it’s always been that way.”

As the first recent generation of my family not to be displaced by Nazis,
I simply cannot forget our history of exile. I do not believe that any coun-
try other than a Jewish state is capable of being a truly safe home for Jews.
Some may see that as a symptom of intergenerational trauma, but for me
it’s an analysis of history. From Iran to Ukraine, every country we’ve lived
in has turned on us. Many Jews in the United Kingdom and France feel
that their nation is in the process of doing just that.

But just like the Black Power, LGBTQ liberation and feminist move-
ments that blossomed in the 1960s, the Zionist movement has been per-
petually and falsely maligned by those who view pride in Jewish culture
and existence as violence.

In the end, perhaps that’s at the root of why the world Zionism has been
snatched from under us: Zionism inherently calls for Jewish power, which
is something much of the world will always feel unsettled by.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.

Zionism
(Continued from page 15.)

our preschoolers have grown into first-
graders, we continue to play.

We keep coming back for the cama-
raderie and the challenge, the whimsy of

the tiles and, for some, the snacks. The game relies on a healthy balance of
skill and luck; every game is different; and unlike a book club, there is no
homework. Meeting for drinks or coffee doesn’t quite create the same kind
of shared mission and excitement. Through mah jongg I have reconnected
with childhood friends who play and table conversations can range from
our teenage exploits way back when to more recent health challenges.

Much like life itself, mah jongg can be frivolous or serious, depending on
your circumstances and fellow players. Beneath the sparkly silver tiles of
my set there are dragons to be slayed and some serious life lessons to be
learned.

Here are five things I’ve learned by playing mahj.
1. It’s just a tile.
My friend Emily taught our group to play four years ago, and I can still

hear her saying “It’s just a tile.” When she first dropped this wisdom, it was
as if the Mona Lisa had found her voice and spoken. If I have a tile in my
hand, but I don’t know what it is or how to use it, then I probably don’t
need it. Long before Marie Kondo implored us to discover whether or not
our possessions “spark joy,” Emily taught me that “it’s just a tile,” and if it
doesn’t do anything for me, I can probably toss it.

2. Commit. You can make changes later if necessary.
Deciding which of the 50 or so hands to pursue will shape the game in

profound ways — not unlike deciding who to marry. This decision will
determine how you can pursue your goals, though luck does play a part,
too. Once you have a hand to play, you have a clear path forward. There
will be times when you carry out your mission as planned and you win. You
will be rewarded with a sense of accomplishment, admiration from your
friends and, in some games, cold, hard cash (OK, OK, quarters).

But there are other times when your mission, due to circumstances
beyond your control, becomes impossible. That’s when a resilient player
might change course — as we see middle-aged people divorcing and

remarrying, and reinventing themselves when things don’t go as planned.
So in mah jongg, as in life, do this: Commit. Revise. Recommit, and see
No. 3 below.

3. Play the hand you’re dealt.
One pretty tile does not make a winning hand, just as one latent ability

does not make a successful career. Maybe you  really  enjoyed theater in
grade school, but that does not mean you should head straight to Broadway.
Take stock of what you have and how it fits together to create some syner-
gy. Squaring up the hand you wanted to play vs. the hand you have can take
some doing, both in mah jongg and in life, but it’s always important to
work with what you’ve got.

4. Spread the love and knowledge.
Teaching others the tips and tricks you’ve picked up along the way will

ultimately be an advantage to you and to others. Sure, if all your fellow
players can predict your moves, you might not be able to win by bluffing,
but you will have more people to play with. There will be more people
hosting, teaching and playing, and you will be adding more joy and con-
nection to your circle. Same goes for any other hobbies or gifts you may
have — pass them on! A rising tide, as they say, lifts all boats.

5. Make it a mitzvah.
If you’re lucky, you have people in your circle like my friend Jennie, who

takes what she loves to the next level. After realizing that it would be so
much easier for a bunch of tired moms to play in pajamas, for example, she
planned a pajama game night and turned it into a charity event. Late last
year, Pajama Game Night took place at a beautiful country club with some
200 players to benefit Sweet Dream Makers, a local charity. Due to her
efforts (and mah jongg), we helped provide more than 50 beds for needy
families in our community. Leave it to Jewish women to take up a popular
Chinese game and use it to help make the world a better place. You might
think this is a game, but we’re not just playing around — mah jongg is a
way of life.

This article originally appeared on Kveller.

Mah jongg
(Continued from page 11)
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Joanne Seiff

O
n February 3rd, there was an article on the
CBC website about the anti-Semitic van-
dalism at  BerMax Caffé & Bistro. The

article indicated that while the number of hate
crimes had risen in Canada, in Manitoba, the
number of hate crimes had stayed the same in
2016 and 2017–it listed the exact number as 36.

What would normally be a lucky number, rep-
resenting “double chai” (18 symbolically repre-

sents life in Jewish tradition, and 18, spelled in Hebrew, is a word that
means life) becomes something else. To me, it looks like a wholly arbitrary,
unlucky number. Why?

In the news coverage about the crime at BerMax, the owners explained
that it wasn’t the first incident there–but I wondered how many had been
recorded as hate crimes. Did the police take notice? In the Winnipeg Free
Press article, it explained that the police
came many hours after the graffiti was
found. While our police are very busy lately
dealing with a huge upswing in violent,
drug-related incidents, it worries me that it
takes this long to adequately report a hate
crime. The victims are the people who have
to spend all day dealing with reporting it, or
maybe even cleaning it up themselves.

You may remember from a column I wrote
in November, about the swastika graffiti I tried to report. It was painted on
the Pan Am Pool building, and I saw it while my kids were at the new
accessible playground. It took me a long time to get through to the police,
and in the end, they told me that they expected the pool to take responsi-
bility for the graffiti issues. The Pan Am did, and it was painted over quick-
ly, but that’s not at issue here.

I don’t understand how there can be an accurate representation of the
overall rise in hate crimes if it’s not considered worth the police’s attention
to document it.

In the case of anti-Semitic crimes, Bnai Brith Canada records, docu-
ments, and releases statistics if they know about them. I emailed with our
local representative in the playground incident a few months ago. That
said, I suspect there are many more graffiti/vandalism incidents or hate
crimes happening than are being adequately documented.

When my house was egged a few years ago (it was during Hanukah, and
I think it was because a person passing could see the menorah through the
window) –we didn’t report anything. It wouldn’t have been much of a con-
versation outside our house except that the egg froze solid to our dining
room windows and could not be removed until spring because of the
Winnipeg winter temperatures. A friend (A Jewish woman of colour), told
me I should have reported it. She was right.

There’s a part of me that says, “Oh, it’s such an effort to take hours to
report things, to deal with the police and maybe media interviews.” There’s
another part of me that tries to diminish it by saying “Oh, it’s probably
some totally ignorant kid.” But, by not reporting these things or diminish-
ing their effects, we learn to tolerate it. We expect that these things happen
to us, and we should cope with them.

This is how our congregations grew to expect that we’d need security
guards and extra security measures…or, as Rabbi Matthew Leibl said at the
service after the murders in Pittsburgh, “Please look for your nearest fire
exit.” He also said this might elicit surprise from the non-Jewish members
of the crowd, but for us? Immediately looking for the safe escape route has
become routine.

I’m sad that I think reporting these incidents needs to be our new “rou-
tine.” We need to print the list of contact information–who do you contact

when you think you’re witnessing a hate
crime? Is there a specific part of the Police
Service that deals with this? If so, we need to
know about it. We also need to put the B’nai
Brith info, The Jewish Post & News, and other
media outlets on this list.

Finally, we need to publicize the list, so that
folks have the contacts when they need them.
Does this seem crazy? Maybe to some, it seems
like overkill. However, for others, it’s part of

this protective measure we take when we are being well-prepared in case
of emergency. 

It didn’t occur to me to take photos of the swastika graffiti when I was
saw on the playground, although I reported it right away. It didn’t seem
worth the trouble to report that egging incident. However, once we habitu-
ate ourselves to this kind of insidious but passive hate, more dangerous
crimes could follow.

Do I sound alarmist? Perhaps. On the other hand, when we had the oppor-
tunity to become Canadians–dual citizens, our US relatives encouraged us
to do so. Particularly, my father-in-law, born in a Displaced Persons Camp
in Germany, suggested it was a good proactive path to take. I’m glad to
now be a Canadian–but in the shadow of the Holocaust, I also recognize
that if we ignore slow signs of hate, an additional passport might not be
helpful when we most need it.

Please, if you see something, say something. Report it when you see anti-
Jewish activity. Our community depends on it.

Joanne Seiff has written for CBC-Manitoba as well as Jewish publica-
tions like this one. She’s the author of three books, including one about the
Winnipeg Jewish Community– From the Outside In: Jewish Post Columns
2015-2016. Read more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com

If you see something, say something

By

JOANNE SEIFF

But, by not reporting these things or
diminishing their effects, we learn to
tolerate it. We expect that these things

happen to us, and we should cope
with them.
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per col-
umn inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

FEBRUARY  20

In loving memory of

IRVIN JOSEPH
COHEN

who passed away
March 18, 1960

19 Days in Adar, 5720
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
59th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ANNE DAVIS
who passed away

February 25, 2005
16 days Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her loving
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends

In Memoriam

In memory of a loving
mother, mother-in-law, baba

and great-grandmother

BESSIE
(SIDEMAN)

GLOBERMAN
who passed away

February 23, 2003
21 Day in Adar

Time slips by and life goes on.
But from our hearts you’re
never gone.
– With love from your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RALPH
HAMOVICH

who passed away
February 24, 2008
18 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

2nd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JUDY KAPLAN
who passed away
March 14, 2017
16 days in Adar

Always in our hearts.
— Family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE
MITCHELL
who passed away

March 8, 1993
15 days in Adar

— Ever remembered, ever
loved by Sandy, Alan and
family.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JONAH
EPHRAIM
NEPON

who passed away
March 3, 2013

21st day of Adar
With tearful eyes we watched
you suffer and saw you slowly
fade away.
When we close our eyes we can
see your smile, the way it
always shone.
We will forever love and miss
you and wish that you were
here.
— Forever loved and deeply
missed by mom, sisters Amber
(Joe), Mara (Sal), Rachel,
Micah, Dana and Meirav.
Brothers Adam (Day) and Seth
(Braeley). Nieces Hannah
Cohen, Simcha and Yael
Pellettieri and Ika Nepon;
nephews Jordan and Asher
Cohen and Meir Pellettieri.

Jonah
I’ll love you forever

I’ll like you for always
As long as I’m living

my baby you’ll be.
Love Mom

ZENA MINUK
It is with deepest sorrow

we announce the passing
of Zena Minuk on Wednes-
day, February 6, 2019 at
the Simkin Centre in Win-
nipeg.

She was predeceased by
her devoted husband
William (Bill) Minuk and
her parents Max and Sara
Kirshner.

She leaves to mourn her
beloved children, Dr.
Howard (Dr. Cheryl), Dr.
Rick (Francine), and Dr.
Terry (Dr. Bev); her nine

grandchildren, Marlee, Zachary (Janna), Jennifer
(Jarrett), Ashley (Fraser), Carly (Pieter-Jan), Jeffrey,
Mark, Steven and Devin; her six great-grandchildren,
Kenzi, Madison, Scarlett, Wyatt, William and Katelyn;
her brother Ron Kirshner (Monique), brother-in-law
Bert Minuk, and sisters-in-law Esther Minuk and Doris
Steiman.  Zena also leaves to mourn her many cher-
ished nieces and nephews and large extended family.

Zena was born in Portage la Prairie on September 17,
1927 and raised in MacGregor, Manitoba.  She moved
to Winnipeg to study Home Economics at the Univer-
sity of Manitoba.  Zena met her husband Bill in Win-
nipeg and they were married in 1948. They became a
devoted and inseparable couple, maintaining a “twin-
kle-in-their-eye relationship” for 59 years of marriage.
Zena was Bill’s loving companion, and her constant
support and encouragement were instrumental to the
success of his business.  Zena and Bill spent many
winters at their Florida condominium where they made
many close friends. They enjoyed summers in Winni-
peg with their large, close-knit family. She cherished
time spent with her children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren who were a constant source of pride.

Zena was an expert player of Mahjong, Pan, and
Rummi-Q, which she enjoyed regularly with groups of
her treasured girlfriends.  The games set the stage for
lively afternoons of chit chatting, noshing, and laugh-
ter.  Zena was a fabulous hostess, famous for her quick-
wit and entertaining storytelling.  Her guests were
always greeted to an exquisite table, a delicious meal
and especially tasty desserts that kept them coming
back.

The Minuk family would like to thank the nurses and
staff at the Simkin Centre and her companions Anna,
Dinah, Mila, Marissa, Aida, Minda, Grace and Fidelyn
for the wonderful and compassionate care they pro-
vided to Zena.

A private graveside service was held at Shaarey
Zedek cemetery on Friday, February 8, 2019.  Pallbear-
ers were Dr. Barry Weinstein, Dr. Danny Yan, Dr.
Harvey Frankel, Jeffrey Kliman, Arnie Moss and Jerry
Shell.

Donations may be made in Zena’s memory to the
Zena & Bill Minuk Fund at the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba 204-477-7520 or to a charity of choice.

The moment that you left me my heart split in two,
One side filled with memories and the other side

died with you.
I often lay awake at night when the world is fast

asleep,
And take a walk down memory lane with tears upon

my cheek.
Remembering you is easy,  I do it everyday,

But missing you is a heartache that never goes away.
I hold you tightly within my heart and there you will

remain.
You see life has gone on without you,

But will never be the same.
Anonymous

2nd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PEARL PALAY
who passed away
March 14, 2017

16 Days in Adar I
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.
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In Memoriam

TEDDY BASS
who passed away

March 4, 1999
16 Days in Adar

MARION BASS
who passed away
January 5, 2011
29 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

Always in our thoughts.
Forever in our hearts.

– Cookie, Marla & Steven, Tracee and Aaron and their namesakes
Teddy, Carson Edward, Alann Maree, Stafford and Sutton.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,

father and grandfather

FRED FUNK
who passed away

March 7, 2007
17 Days in Adar

— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife
Agnes, his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SAM

GREENBERG
who passed away

February 23, 2001
30 days in Shevat

You are forever in our hearts &
on our minds.
— Your children &
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK LAVITT
who passed away

March 5, 1991
19 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of

BRIAN
MARGOLIS

who passed away
February 23, 2007

5 Days in Adar
— Heartbroken by your
absence, always loved and
forever missed by  your
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RUTH NEIMAN
who passed away

February 20, 2014
21 days in Adar I

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

BILL SHELL
who passed away

November 25, 2015
13th day of Kislev, 5776

RUTH SHELL
who passed away

April 2, 2016
23rd day of Adar II, 5776

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

– Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by Marli, David and
Family.

3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dearly
beloved father and zaida

JACK STAR
who passed away
March 12, 1982

17 Days in Adar, 5742
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
HARRY WALSH

who passed away on
February 24, 2011

20 days in Adar, 5771
“To live in the hearts of those
we leave behind, is not to die!”
— Always remembered and
loved forever by his daughter,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ROSE YAKIR
who passed away

February 23, 2003
21 Days in Adar I

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her  children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX NARVEY
who passed away
March 7th, 1953
20 days in Adar

—  Forever lovingly remem-
bered and sadly missed by his
children.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

STANLEY
THOW

who passed away
February 28, 2016
19 days in Adar I

Always remembered for his
strength, friendship and
enthusiasm for life.
– Sadly missed by his wife
Allyne, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

YORAM BARR
who passed away
March 22, 2009
26 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife
Sarah, his children Tamar,
Na’ama & Marshall, Merav
& Marshall and grand-
children Sami,  Maya,
Mikaela and Jack.
We love you.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

FEBRUARY  27

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORLEY
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
February 28, 2008
22 Days in Adar I

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.



In loving memory of

ELKA EHRLICH
who passed away

April 2, 1992
28 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
27th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LAZAR
FLIEGEL
who passed away
March 31, 2012
8 days in Nisan

You are not forgotten
nor will you ever be

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your wife
Basia, children Miriam and
Larry, son-in-law Ron,
grandchildren Sarah, Alex
and Danny.

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MICHAL MORRIS

HIRSCH
who passed away

February 28, 2003
26 Days in Adar I

Everlasting memories
Never forgotten

Forever in our hearts!
— Your loving wife Sabina,
son Len, daughters Shelley
and Monica, grandchildren
Nicole, David, Gavin and
Jared and son-in-law Michael.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAM

HOCHMAN
who passed away

March 2, 2008
25 Days in Adar I

— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MOLLY
MEDOFF-

KOPELOW
who passed away

March 4, 2013
22 days in Adar

—A woman of virtue &
compassion who touched all
with her love & generosity.
We will love  you always and
forever.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SIDNEY MINUK
who left us on

March 25, 2017
27 days in Adar I

Ever held in our hearts and
remembered in our prayers.
— Forever missed and
longingly loved by his wife
Rickie children, grand-
children, family & friends.

“Our hearts will always have
an ache never to be gone”

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

HAROLD
AARON HYMAN

who passed away
April 30, 2011

26 Days in Nisan

4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren, family and friends.

ETTA
HYMAN

who passed away
March 15, 2015
24 Days in Adar

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FREDA LEIBL
who passed away
March 26, 2006
26 Days in Adar

Thank you for the quality of life
you gave us in so many ways.
We love you and miss you still.
— Your family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SALLY NELKO
who passed away
March 21, 2017
23 days in Adar

—Forever loved and missed
by her children, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ESTHER PIERCE
who passed away

February 27, 1976
26 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

11th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

MAURICE
POCKETT

In loving memory of

NORMA
POCKETT

March 10, 2013
28 days in Adar

who passed away

Your love, good deeds, kindness, friendship and laughter live on in
our hearts.
— Lovingly remembered and sadly missed.

March 28, 2008
21 days in Adar II

6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MAURICE I.
ROSENBERG

who passed away
February 28, 1993

9 Days in Adar
There is a special kind of feeling
that is meant for you alone.
A place within our hearts that
only you can own.
There will always be sadness
and many a silent tear.
But always special memories
of days when your were here.
- Lovingly remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
family.

In MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORLEY
SHUCKETT

who passed away
February 25th, 2014

25 days in Adar
Five years have passed, but
you are with us always in our
thoughts and hearts, sadly
missed and forever loved.
—Your wife, children,
grandchildren and sister
Fritzi Telpner.

5th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FAY SLUTCHUK
who passed away

February 24, 1984
22 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALEX
BERKOWITS

who passed away
March 2, 2013

— Lovingly remembered by
his son Rob, daughter-in-law
Kristin and grandchildren
Grayson & Avery.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved mother and

grandmother

TOBY RUTH
GALL (SEGAL)

who passed away
February 26, 1995
26 Days in Adar I

In our hearts every day.
Missing you more than words
can say.
— Lovingly remembered by
your sons, daughter-in-law,
grandchildren, nephews,
nieces and friends.
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By STEPHEN SILVER
(JTA) – On the surface, “Untogether” is a drama about a

pair of young women struggling to come into their own as
adults in contemporary Los Angeles. While that setup may
sound mind-numbingly familiar to fans of American indie
film, “Untogether” – which debuted Friday in theaters in sev-
eral cities as well as on demand – is different from the norm
in a couple of key ways.

First, the film is very Jewish for the genre, both in theme
and cast. Second, it represents the anticipated film debut of
Jewish writer Emma Forrest, the British-American journalist
and novelist who wrote an acclaimed memoir, “Your Voice In
My Head,” back in 2011 (it covered, among other things, her
relationship with movie star Colin Farrell). She wrote the
“Untogether” screenplay and directed the movie.

Real-life sisters Jemima Kirke (best known for her role in
Lena Dunham’s “Girls”) and Lola Kirke (best known for roles
in “Mistress America” and “Mozart in the Jungle”) play the
main characters. Jemima’s character is an ex-junkie and aspir-
ing writer who is dating a doctor-turned-war-memoirist
played by “Fifty Shades of Grey” heartthrob Jamie Dornan.
Her sister, a masseuse, is dating a much older rock star (Ben
Mendelsohn, to whom Forrest was formerly married) but
soon finds herself drawn to a liberal rabbi played by Crystal,
who’s even older.

While Crystal may have sounded very rabbinical while
eulogizing at Muhammad Ali’s funeral back in 2016, and has
told numerous rabbi jokes throughout his long career,
“Untogether” marks the first time he has ever played a rabbi
in a movie.

(Watch the trailer for “Untogether” at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWHVFQiCcsg)

In addition to Crystal, “Dirty Dancing” star Jennifer Grey
has a small role in the film, as does Scott Caan (son of Jewish
actor James Caan). The Kirke sisters have a Jewish mother
and Israeli grandmother.

Several scenes are set in a synagogue, and at one point, one
character suggests that another has “copy-edited
the Torah.” The rabbi character, Forrest said, is
inspired by an “amalgamation” of Los Angeles
rabbis, including David Wolpe, Mordecai Finley
and Sharon Brous.

While the film is Forrest’s first to be produced,
it was far from her first screenplay. In fact, she’s
spent several years in Los Angeles as a screen-
writer, and had two different films for which she
wrote screenplays fall apart shortly before pro-
duction. She was able to get the film financed,
with herself as director, by agreeing to a low
budget and by getting Dornan, then in the mid-
dle of the “Fifty Shades” series, on board to star.
She described it as “a small film, just with peo-
ple talking in rooms.”

The London-born Forrest became a music
journalist when she was a teenager, later writing
three novels and then her memoir before getting
into screenwriting. “Untogether” isn’t 100 per-
cent autobiographical, but Forrest did incorpo-
rate various inspirations from her own life.

“Yes, in the sense that I take things that have
happened to me, or I wish things that had hap-
pened to me, or things that happened to me
where I wish I could change the ending,” she
said.

One big thing that inspired her was her Jewish
background. Raised in a Jewish family in
London, Forrest wrote in her memoir about how
affected she was, at a very low moment in her
life, by a synagogue sermon delivered by the
well-known Rabbi David Wolpe, of Sinai
Temple in Los Angeles. She described Wolpe as
“a real moral force” and added that “certainly
Billy’s character is the one in the piece who has
the strongest moral clarity.”

“[Being Jewish] is a massive part of who I
am,” she said. “In the time of my life a long time
ago when I didn’t like myself, it was one of the
things that I did like about myself … When
you’re struggling with how to stay alive, it’s
helpful to recognize [that you are] singing the
same songs that people had sung a thousand
years earlier. And part of that choosing to stay

alive was carrying on a bloodline.”
Crystal at first passed on the part, but a rewrite ultimately

got him on board, and Forrest said she got valuable input from
him, which “really enriched the script and the film.”

As for the Kirke sisters, Forrest knew that she wanted real
sisters playing sisters. She also praised the acting the Kirkes
do, particularly with their faces.

“[They] have really lively, interesting faces. It has to be a
face that you want to stay with. It means a face where you can
feel what’s happening underneath the surface,” Forrest said.

She also compared Jemima’s acting style to that of the pro-
lific Jewish actress Rachel Weisz.

As for the line about copy-editing the Torah, Forrest said
that came from her own observations about how, as the char-
acter says in the film, “there are too many ‘and’s’” in Jewish
prayer texts.

“I think that’s from me,” she said.

Billy Crystal plays a rabbi for the first time in this indie drama

In loving memory of

MOLLY PITCH
who passed away
March 23, 1998
25 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
EARL PITCH

who passed away
March 13, 2015
22 days in Adar

In mind, a constant thought,
In heart, a silent sorrow.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Tsipie,
children, grandchildren and
family.

In loving memory of our dad
and zaida,

MORRES
BERENHAUT

who passed away
February 27, 2011
23 Days in Adar

Dad, your spirit was an
inspiration to us all. We miss
that glitter in your eye, your
sense of humor, and especially
your storytellling.
You will be loved and
appreciated and remain in our
hearts forever.
— Your  children,  grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit
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BILLY CRYSTAL as a rabbi in “Untogether.” 
(Freestyle Digital Media)



By BERNIE BELLAN

A
couple of years ago I wrote about the terrif-
ic catering and take-out service offered by
the Chabad Winnipeg. In that article I noted

that, under the supervision of head cook Alla
Golinkin, the Chabad had developed a reputation
for providing an extremely diverse array of dishes
- all meeting the highest standards of kashrut, yet
at very affordable prices. 

Here is part of what I wrote in that article: “Alla
Golinkin, who came to Canada from Israel in
2010, has been working for Chabad since 2014.
She told me that the very first meal she prepared
there was the 2014 seder. After that very success-
ful foray into large-scale catering – which was
greeted with great enthusiasm by anyone who was
at that seder, Alla began working full-time for
Chabad, gradually expanding the range of foods
that are now offered there.”

In the past five years Alla has been kept busy providing catering for a
great many different functions, either in the Jewish Learning Centre itself
– such as brises, bar mitzvahs, and the occasional wedding - or at outside
locations, such as private parties in homes, shivas, office parties, and cor-
porate events. 

When I went to the Jewish Learning Centre recently to speak with Alla,
she also wanted me to note that another service that Chabad is providing is
hot meals for Gray Academy students. In addition, Chabad has catered a
number of different Shabbatons for Gray Academy in the past couple of
years.

Something else that has become increasingly popular at the Jewish
Learning Centre is the baked goods sale that Chabad holds every Friday

morning. With challahs, cinnamon buns, knishes,
bourekas, and other baked goods, Chabad has been
catering not only to the kosher-buying public, but a
large number of other Winnipeggers who are
pleased not only with the quality of the food offered,
but also the very reasonable prices. One word of
advice though: Get your orders in at least 48 hours
in advance. If you want to take a chance that what
you’d like to buy might be on display when you get
there, you’d better arrive bright and early Friday
morning because everything will be gone in a very
short time.

In addition to the take-out menu that is intended
for groups and offers large servings of such items as
soups, salads, kugels, gefilte fish, cabbage rolls,
meatballs, sauté of beef, roast beef, chicken, and
stir-fry, you can also order a single meal just for
yourself or someone else.

Since I first wrote about Alla Golinkin however, there have been some
major changes relating to the availability of cooked kosher food in the
Winnipeg area - with the net result being that there are fewer options avail-
able for kosher consumers.

As a result, Alla tells me, demand for the service provided by Chabad
through what is known as “Grandma Allla by Chabad” has grown substan-
tially - as has the product line available from Chabad.

When I stopped in to visit with Alla recently - along with the others on
her staff, including a new chef from Israel by the name of Dov Korkh, I was
amazed at the number of different dishes sitting in the kitchen freezers that
Alla showed me were ready for take-out.

As word of the quality of the food prepared in the Chabad kitchen has
spread, an increasing number of individuals have been ordering food for

take-out from Chabad. For Alla
though, preparing and serving food
that meets the highest standard of
kashrut at very affordable prices
isn’t a business - it’s a mitzvah.

“We want to encourage people to
eat kosher,” she says.  And, by serv-
ing delicious food at prices that most
people are bound to find surprising-
ly reasonable - Chabad is succeeding
in doing exactly that.

Sure, it takes extra effort to source
all the foods that are necessary to
meet the standard of kashrut that
Chabad wants to maintain, but Alla
has remained determined to keep
prices low, no matter how demand-
ing a challenge that might seem at
times.

She took out a package from the
freezer that was labeled “brisket” for
instance. “Brisket?” I thought to
myself…”That’s bound do cost an
arm and a leg.”

But when Alla opened the package
and told me it was only $13.50 (one
serving), really, I was pleasantly sur-
prised. (Just try ordering kosher
brisket and you’ll know what I
mean.)

"We're not just out to make lots of
money, we are here to support other
Chabad departments and events",
Alla explained. “If we can meet our
costs and have enough to pay the
staff, that’s all we’re trying to do.
Kosher food has to be affordable,”
she added.

The fact that in the five short years
since Alla began working for
Chabad, the kitchen staff has grown
from one (Alla) to now four employ-
ees is an indication how strong the
demand for tasty, yet affordable
kosher food really is in Winnipeg.
We may not have a single kosher
butcher shop and, as mentioned, the

Chabad Winnipeg meets the challenge of providing 
delicious kosher food at affordable prices
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ALLA GOLINKIN of Grandma Alla’s
Chabad Kosher Takeout

Continued on next page.



number of businesses offering
kosher food has shrunk in the past

eight months, but the fact that Alla’s kitchen is being kept so very busy is
proof that the demand for kosher hasn’t slackened at all - it’s grown.

If you would like to see the ful Chabad menu, go to the Charadriidae
website: www.chabadwinnipeg.org. If you want to see hundreds of pictures
of the foods prepared there, go to the Facebook page, “Grandma Alla by
Chabad”.
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Community news
Continued from previous page.New chef at Chabad has 20 years of experience

working in kitchens in Israel
By 
BERNIE 
BELLAN

Like many other
Israelis who have
come here in recent
years, Dov Korkh
was greatly assisted
in his and his wife’s
move to Winnipeg
by the Jewish
Federation of
Winnipeg. 

I asked Dov
whether he and his
wife Anna, like so
many others who
have come here
from Israel, came under the Provincial Nominee Program.

In an article written for this paper two years ago by immigration con-
sultant Eka Mednikov, Eka explained how the Jewish Federation facili-
tates the immigration process for would be migrants from Israel to
Winnipeg. Here, in part, is what Eka wrote:

“The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg has the option to support appli-
cants interested in settling in Manitoba and become part of the Jewish
community in Winnipeg. The minimum requirements are: Jewish life
style, being between the ages of 21 and 45, a post-secondary education,
two years of work experience and knowledge of English. Eligible appli-
cants are asked to travel to Winnipeg for an exploratory visit during
which time they will attend an interview with a Jewish Federation repre-
sentative and a Manitoba Provincial Nominee Program Immigration
Officer. Due to very high demand, to obtain permanent Canadian resi-
dency under this program might take between three to five years.

“Foreign workers coming to Manitoba on a work permit are eligible to
apply for residency under the Manitoba Provincial Nominee Program
after six months of continuous employment and a job offer from a
Manitoba employer.”

Dov Korkh, who is from Jerusalem, told me that he had learned culi-
nary and pastry art at Tadmor High School for hospitality in Hertzeliya
Pituah. After working in different phases of kitchen work in a number of
hotels and restaurants, also as a private chef, in Israel, Switzerland, and
the U.S. for over 20 years, Dov and his wife moved to Winnipeg. It was
here that he received his “Red Seal Endorsement” after passing Canadian
exams.

Upon emigrating to Winnipeg two years ago, Dov first began working
in the kitchen of the Viscount Gort, then as a chef at Celebrations Dinner
Theatre in the Fort Garry CanadInn. It wasn’t long though before he
found himself hired by the Chabad, as Alla Golinkin’s kitchen had found
itself in need of a first-rate chef.

When I asked Dov how busy he’s been since he started working at
Chabad, he said to me: “Are you kidding? I’m working six days a week
because we’re so busy.”

Dov said his specialty was working in what he said is known as “Garde
Manger and
Entremetier” -
preparing cold dish-
es such as salads,
appetizers, and hors
d’oeurvres, also
soups. The day that
I visited Chabad
Dov was busy
preparing some
beautiful salmon
skewers. 

A glance at
Grandma Alla by
Chabad’s takeout
menu reveals how
many different cold
dishes Dov is capa-
ble of producing,
including a grew
many different sal-
ads.

The fact that he’s
been kept so busy is
added testament to
the growing demand
for food from the
Chabad kitchen.

Chef DOV KORKH is the newest addition 
to the Grandma Alla by Chabad kosher take-
out.
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Report: Secret US program sabotages Iranian missiles
White House has accelerated a secret program to sabotage Iran’s ballistic-missile projects, current and former administration officials

tell “The New York Times” • Program reportedly seeks to slip faulty parts and materials into Iran’s aerospace supply chains.
By ELI LEON and Israel Hayom Staff

(February 14, 2019 / JNS) The Trump White House has accelerated a
secret program to sabotage Iran’s ballistic missile and rocket projects, The
New York Times reported on Wednesday, quoting current and former
administration officials.

The officials said the operation was part of an expanding campaign by the
United States to weaken the Iranian military and isolate its economy.

Officials told the Times that it was impossible to precisely quantify the
success of the classified program, but that in the past month alone, two
Iranian attempts to launch satellites failed within minutes.

Those two rocket-launch failures—one on Jan. 15 and another unac-
knowledged attempt on Feb. 5—were part of a pattern over the past 11
years. In that time, 67 percent of Iranian orbital launches have failed, an
exceedingly high number compared to the 5 percent failure rate worldwide
for similar space launches.

Hours after the Jan. 15 attempt, U.S. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo said Iran’s satellite launchers had technologies “virtually identical
and interchangeable with those used in ballistic missiles.”

The setbacks have not deterred the ayatollah regime, however, and earli-
er this week Iranian President Hassan Rouhani vowed to “continue our path
and our military power.”

The Trump administration, similar to Israel, maintains that Iran’s space
program is a cover for its efforts to develop intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles capable of carrying nuclear warheads.

The American officials who spoke to The New York Times described a
far-reaching effort, created under former President George W. Bush, to slip
faulty parts and materials into Iran’s aerospace supply chains. The program
was active early in the Obama administration but was reinvigorated in
2017, when Pompeo took over as the director of the CIA and provided it
with new resources.

Tehran had grown suspicious even before U.S. President Donald Trump
withdrew last May from the 2015 nuclear accord. Brig. Gen. Amir Ali
Hajizadeh, the head of Iran’s missile program, accused American and allied
intelligence agencies of turning their campaigns of “infiltration and sabo-
tage” to Iran’s missile complex from its atomic infrastructure.

“They want to repeat their nuclear sabotage in the missile area,” he told
Iranian state television in 2016, vowing the program will never stop “under
any circumstance.”

The CIA declined to comment on the report, while administration offi-
cials asked The New York Times to withhold some details of its reporting,
mostly involving the identities of specific suppliers to the Iranian program,
because the effort is ongoing.


