
By BERNIE BELLAN
Winnipeg lawyer and human

rights activist David Matas, along
with colleague and co-author
David Kilgour, have been nomi-
nated for the 2009 Nobel Peace
Prize. The nomination was a
result of the attention that Matas
and Kilgour have drawn to the
bloody Chinese practice of har-
vesting human organs from Falun
Gong prisoners, which they
detailed in their recently pub-
lished book, Bloody Harvest,
Report into Allegations of Organ
Harvesting of Falun  Gong
Practitioners in China.

In his letter to the Nobel
Committee, Boros
Wrzesnewskyj, M.P. for
Etobicoke Centre, wrote that “As
a result of Messrs. Kilgour and
Matas’ selfless efforts in traveling
to forty-four countries in Europe,
Asia, North and South America
and Australia in less than a  2-
year period, world leaders and
global citizens have gained a
better understanding of the

unspeak-
a b l e
c r i m e s
related to organ harvesting in
China. ...Messrs. Kilgour and
Matas have proven that individ-
ual efforts can improve human
rights in a substantive way and
can bring global awareness to
issues unknown to others. They
achieved what the well-inten-
tioned remonstrations of the
world community has not.”

The process of being nominat-
ed for the Nobel Peace Prize is a
lengthy one. Nominators can
come from any of a certain num-
ber of designated categories,
such as members of national
assemblies and governments;
members of international courts;
certain types of university profes-
sors; previous award winners;
and others designated by the
Nobel Committee.

Once nominations are received
(with an end of February dead-
line), a short list is prepared for
review by the Nobel committee
from March - August. In October
Nobel laureates are announced,
with the prizes being awarded at
a ceremony in December.

For Matas, this latest honour is
but one more honour in a long
and glowing career that has seen
him serve in a multitude of
capacities on so many boards
and organizations that it would
be impossible to list them all
here.

Most recently, (as was first report-
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Rights & Democracy committee
mired in controversy

By BERNIE BELLAN
A committee that was created by the Canadian parliament in 1988

at the behest of former Prime Minister Brian Mulroney has found itself
in the midst of a growing controversy, primarily associated with its
financial support for two Palestinian non-governmental organizations.

According to its website, “Rights & Democracy (International Centre
for Human Rights and Democratic Development), is a non-partisan
organization with an international mandate. It was created by
Canada’s Parliament in 1988 to encourage and support the universal
values of human rights and the promotion of democratic institutions
and practices around the world.”

Its website further states that “Rights & Democracy enjoys partner-
ships with human rights, indigenous peoples’ and women’s rights
groups, as well as democratic movements and governments around
the world with whom it cooperates to promote human rights and
democracy.”

Within the past two months, however, a storm has erupted over
three appointments to the board of the committee, along with the cur-
rent chair of the committee’s criticism of grants awarded to two
Palestinian groups: “Al-Haq” and “Al Mezan”, as well as a grant to the
Israeli human rights group, “B’tselem”.

In early January, the appointed president of Rights & Democracy,
Remy Beauregard, died following what has been described as a
“stormy” board meeting. To add even more intrigue to the story, while
(Cont. on page 3. See “Rights & Democracy committee”.)
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National news

ed in the January 27
issue of this paper),
Matas and Kilgour
were awarded the
International Society

for Human Rights Prize at a ceremony held in
Bern, Switzerland.

In 2007 Matas received the  Tarnopolsky
Human Rights Award (given to “a resident of
Canada who has made an outstanding contri-
bution to domestic or international human
rights”) in recognition of his “contributions to
domestic and international human rights.”

Born in Winnipeg, Matas received his B.A.

from the University of Manitoba in 1964; his
M.A. from Princeton in 1965; a B.A.
(Jurisprudence) in 1967 and a Bachelor of
Civil Law in 1968, both from Oxford. He
joined the Manitoba Bar in 1971.

Matas has maintained a private practice in
refugee, human righs and immigration law
since 1979. He currently serves as the senior
legal counsel for B’nai Brith Canada.

Last year he was was appointed to the
Rights & Democracy committee for a second
time. (See story on this page and on page 3
for more on the subject.)

In an editorial saluting his nomination in

this past Saturday’s Free Press, it was noted
that “The breadth of Mr. Matas’s human rights
work has taken him far afield — into the
world of international courts, United Nations
missions and the prosecution of Nazi war
criminals — and into the homes of children
plugged into virtual relationships where
Internet predators lurk. A founding member
of Beyond Borders, he helped fight for the
tougher child exploitation laws in Canada.”

(For more on David Matas, see “Short
Takes” on page 4.)

David Matas
(Cont. from page 1.)

Rights & Democracy
Matas accuses government critics of distorting internal government

agency dispute to hammer Harper Government
By MYRON LOVE

As a Liberal, David Matas says he is not
adverse to attacks on the Tories. But he does
object to gratuitous attacks on the Harper
government and its pro-Israel policies based
on distortion and exaggeration.

“All I would say to critics of the government
is that they stick to the facts,” he says.

Matas is referencing members of the media
such as Évelyne Jean-Bouchard, in an article
she wrote in Le Devoir; Haroon Siddiqui, in
an opinion piece published in the Toronto
Star; and Ish Theilheimer, at the website
PublicValues.ca.

“Their attitude seemed to be, if the facts are
not on our side, so much the worse for the
facts,” Matas says. “A sequence of opinions
concocted facts to sustain the line polemicists
had developed.”

He added that these writers and other
Harper Government critics are following the
method of operation employed by critics of
Israel. First, you develop a theory - “Israel is
to blame” - and then twist or invent the facts
to fit the theory. “The current round of
polemicist attacks on the Tories seems
inspired by this method of operation,” Matas
says. “If the facts cannot sustain their theory -
a Conservative party hostile takeover of
Rights & Democracy to pursue a right wing
ideological agenda - then the facts must be
changed to fit the theory.”

The controversy revolves around Rights &
Democracy, a Canadian government agency
charged with promoting democratic develop-
ing and human rights. In February, 2009, in
the aftermath of Operation Cast Lead, Israel’s
response to years of missile fire from Gaza,
Rights & Democracy granted funding to three
organizations “to continue their documenta-
tion of human rights violations occurring in
the Gaza strip”. The three organizations are
Al Haq, headquartered in the West Bank, Al
Mezan, headquartered in Gaza, and
B’Tselem, headquartered in Israel. 

The grant for each was $10,000.00
Canadian, Matas reports. “The grant was
made by management alone without
approval of the board either before or since,”
he says.

“Even if the management knew nothing of
the three NGOs, it would have been mistak-
en to have made these grants. The mere act of
giving grants immediately after the Gaza war
to document human rights violations in the
Gaza strip but not in Israel was one sided.
There has not been at any time a grant from
Rights & Democracy to document the viola-
tions occurring in Israel from the shooting of
rockets and mortars into Israel from Gaza.

At the Finance and Audit Committee meet-

ings following the awarding of the grants to Al
Haq, Al Mezan and B’Tselem, in response to
questions about how the urgent action and
important opportunities fund was being
spent, the staff was initially not forthcoming,
says Matas. It took repeated queries at a
sequence of meetings of the Finance and
Audit Committee, as well as a number of e-
mail exchanges, before the management pro-
vided information on the three grants, with all
supporting documents, to the enquiring
board members.

The staff charged three board members with
harassment for pressing for information about
the grants. “What the management, from
their perspective, refers to as harassment must

have seemed to the enquiring board members
to be no more than due diligence in the face
of what they saw as stonewalling, coverup
and runaround,” Matas says.

“The Middle East, it should go without say-
ing, is a political minefield where the igno-
rant are all too easily led astray. What distin-
guished the three enquiring board members,
aside from their diligence to attempt to pierce
through generalities the staff provided about
the urgent action and important opportunity
fund, was their relative familiarity with
Middle East politics. They knew as soon as
they found out about them, without anyone
having to explain it to them, that these grants
should never have been made.

Matas’ first action as a board member was
to introduce a motion (on January 7th) to
repudiate the three grants. The motion, he
says, passed handily.

When Remy Beauregard, the president of
Rights & Democracy, died of a heart attack
the night of January 7, 2010, some of the staff
of Rights & Democracy in the name of all of
them released a letter dated January 11, 2010
calling on the leadership of the board of
Directors to resign, accusing them of harass-
ment of the former president, Matas says. 

“It is most unusual,” he adds, “for the staff

of any organization to ask its leadership,
those responsible for conduct and manage-
ment of its affairs, to resign, and to justify that
request by asserting independence.” 

By the time the board/staff dispute had
become public, Matas says, the board and
the staff had come to an agreement on policy. 

“Yet, a sequence of politicians, editorialists
and commentators have reframed the dispute
about the role of the board of Rights &
Democracy as a political dispute,” Matas
says. “The staff charge levied against the
board leadership that it did not have an
understanding of their role as directors
instead became a polemical charge levied
against the Conservative government that it
had stacked the board to pursue a right wing
pro-Israel agenda.

“For these polemicists, those grants were
rightly made. And, so their reasoning went,
the Conservative government was wrong to
insert its people onto the board to reverse the
decision on those grants.”

Matas points out that much has been made
by commentators of the fact that he is associ-
ated with B’nai Brith Canada. Almost com-
pletely ignored, he notes, is the fact that he is
a member of the Liberal Party, a past candi-
date for the party in three federal elections,
and a former member of both the party’s
national policy committee election platform
committee (for the 1980 election). 

“My own guess, for what it is worth, is that
my appointment to the board had nothing to
do with either my affiliation with B’nai Brith
or the Liberal Party and everything to do with
the fact that I had served on the board for two
prior terms, between 1997 and 2003,” he
says. “The board, by the time I was appoint-
ed, had degenerated into controversy on the
role of the board and the government, I
believe, wanted a person on the board with
prior experience.

“The repudiation motion was mine alone,
though once I presented it, it was seconded
and then adopted. No one suggested the
motion to me, directly or indirectly, either in
the government or on the board. I have never
had any conversations with anyone in the
government about anything to do with Rights
& Democracy, either in the Department of
Foreign Affairs, or in the Privy Council or in
the Office of the Prime Minister, other than a
one sentence query from Foreign Affairs,
before I was appointed, asking whether I
would accept an appointment to the board.

As for the questionable grants, he points out
that by the time of the January board meeting,
the three grants had been long since disbursed
and the money long since spent. There was no
suggestion of asking for the money back. 

In February, 2009, in the after-
math of Operation Cast Lead,
Israel’s response to years of missile
fire from Gaza, Rights &
Democracy granted funding to
three organizations “to continue
their documentation of human
rights violations occurring in the
Gaza strip”. 

“The grant was made by manage-
ment alone without approval of
the board either before or since,”
he says.
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Community news

Mr. Beauregard’s funeral was taking place in
Montreal, a break-in occurred at the
Montreal headquarters of Rights &
Democracy and computers were stolen.

To complicate matters even further, 47 out
of the 49 paid staffers of the committee
signed a letter calling for the removal of
Rights & Democracy’s chair, Professor Aurel
Braun of the University of Toronto, along with
two other board members. Subsequently,
three of the paid staffers were suspended,
with pay.

In a Winnipeg twist to the story, one of the
recent appointees to the board has been well-
known lawyer and human rights activist
David Matas. (Matas was not one of the three
appointees named in the letter signed by the
staffers.)

While there are supposed to be 13 mem-
bers of the board of the committee, at the pre-
sent time its website lists only ten names.
According to a spokesperson for Rights &
Democracy, all the current board members
have been appointed by the Conservative
government.

Hot potato for the Liberals

While many media reports have focused on
the internal dissension within the Rights &
Democracy committee, claiming that there is
disagreement among board members as to
policy decisions, both David Matas and Irwin
Cotler, Member of Parliament for Montreal
Mt. Royal, and an ardent human rights
activist himself, insist that the disagreement is
between the board and the paid staffers, not
within the board itself.

(For more on David Matas’s views on the
conflict between the staff of the committee
and board members, see Myron Love’s
accompanying article on the subject.)

Yet, according to a CBC report, “one inter-
national board member - Sima Simar of the
Afghan Independent Human Rights
Commission - resigned in protest over what
she saw as a hostile takeover of the board.
Another board member resigned as well.”
Thus, it is not quite as clearcut as Matas might
be suggesting that the dispute can be boiled
down to a dispute between staff and board
members.

Several leading members of the Liberal
Party have been vocal in their criticism of
what they regard as the Harper government’s
orchestration of recent moves within Rights &
Democracy. Some of the most astute writing
about what has been going on at Rights &
Democracy has been on a blog by the indi-
vidual who goes by the name of “The Black
Rod”. (By way of background, it was the
Black Rod who broke the story of former fed-
eral Liberal candidate Leslie Hughes’ involve-
ment with conspiracy theories about the 9-11
bombings.)

According to the Black Rod, both Liberal
leader Michael Ignatieff and External Affairs
Critic Bob Rae have been outspoken in their
criticism of the government’s relationship
with the Rights & Democracy committee: ‘
“We need to get to the bottom of what’s hap-
pening at Rights & Democracy,” said Liberal
Leader Michael Ignatieff. “Something very
serious is happening when the entire staff of
a reputable human rights organization is in
open revolt against a number of Conservative
appointees to their board.” ‘

“It is extremely troubling to see Rights &
Democracy - an internationally-recognized,
non-partisan organization - being discredited
after decades of work promoting human and

democratic rights
around the world,”
said Liberal Foreign
Affairs Critic Bob
Rae, commenting
from Nepal while
attending a confer-
ence on constitu-
tional issues. 

“The Conservative
government has tried
to undermine the
Rights & Democracy
organization with
partisan appoint-
ments and now the
organization’s credi-
bility and ability to
function is in serious
doubt,” said Mr. Rae.
“The government
needs to address the
internal chaos that
they have created
within Rights &
Democracy.”

The Black Rod claims, however, that the
Rights & Democracy committee has had a
history of singling out Israel for criticism,  at
least since 2002. Here is what the Black Rod
had to say on the subject: “The anti-Israel bias
of Rights & Democracy goes back as far as
2002 at least. In March, 2002, Palestinian ter-
rorists killed 30 people in a suicide bombing
of the Park Hotel in the coastal city of
Netanya, in the midst of the Passover holiday
seder . It was the latest outrage in a year of
non-ending suicide attacks. Israel launched
an offensive into the West Bank to stop the
murderous attacks, and Rights & Democracy
launched a political offensive to stop Israel.

The president of Rights & Democracy at the
time was Warren Allmand, a former Liberal
Party cabinet minister. He wrote the Liberal
government demanding that Canada support
sending United Nations troops to stop Israel.

The Israeli occupation was the “root cause”
of the “Palestinian crisis,” wrote Allmand.”

Conservatives trying to remove bias 
of the committee?

There is little doubt that the controversy that
has recently erupted within the committee
has to do with its funding of the three organi-
zations cited above: Al-Haq, Al Mezan, and
B’tselem.

Writing in the Canadian Jewish News,
Sheldon Kirshner noted that “Aurel Braun,
chair of the Montreal-based agency and a
University of Toronto professor, said two
Palestinian groups, Al-Haq and Al Mezan,
and an Israeli one, B’Tselem, should have
been denied grants of $10,000 each that
were disbursed last year. Braun, appointed to
his position by the Conservative government
last March, about a month after the funds
were allocated, charged Al-Haq and Al
Mezan with being “toxic” organizations.

Al-Haq has links to terrorism, he said, while
Al Mezan has demonized Israel. B’Tselem, he
added, is blatantly partisan.”

Kirshner went on to write that “Braun, a
professor of international relations and politi-
cal science, claimed the director of Al-Haq,
Shawan Jabarin, is a senior activist in the
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine,
which has carried out terrorist attacks aimed
at Israel since the Six Day War.

Several years ago, Jabarin, who has denied

membership in the PFLP, was prevented by
Israel from travelling to the Netherlands to
accept a Dutch human rights prize. Israeli
and international human rights groups
protested the ban.”

Finally, Kirshner says that “according to
Braun, Al Mezan, or the Al Mezan Center for
Human Rights, has justified the killings of
Israeli civilians by terrorists as acts of resis-
tance, branded Israel as a criminal entity and
participated in the anti-Israel boycott and
divestment campaign.

NGO Monitor, an Israeli organization in
Jerusalem, says that Al Mezan has pursued “a
virulently anti-Israel political agenda, while
entirely ignoring Palestinian terrorism.”

In yet another report, Prof. Braun stated on
the CTV program Power Play that ‘ he and
other directors would “clean up this organi-
zation,” where he says some staff were fund-
ing groups with terrorist ties. 

“We have caught people doing things that
are the most partisan kind of activities, the
use of public money, taxpayers’ money in
order to pursue certain personal biases,”
Braun said. “They were funding organizations
that would offend the good conscience of the
Canadian people. Al Haq and Al Mezan
specifically are terror-linked toxic organiza-
tions,” he said. ‘

In response to the turmoil at the Rights &
Democracy committee, former board presi-
dent Warren Allmand told the CBC that “It’s
pretty clear to me that the government recent-
ly has been packing the board with people
who have the biases of the Prime Minister’s
Office.” 

Sheldon Kirshner noted in his article about
Rights & Democracy in the Canadian Jewish
News that the controversy surrounding Rights
& Democracy is reminiscent of the contro-
versy surrounding the Conservative govern-
ment’s decision to halt funding of “KAIROS, a
church-based organization that Immigration
Minister Jason Kenney charged has taken “a
leadership role in the boycott, divestment and
sanctions” campaign against Israel.”

The Jewish Post & News has sent e-mail
requests to Aurel Braun, Michael Ignatieff,
and Stephen Harper, asking specific ques-
tions about the Rights & Democracy commit-
tee. To date, replies have not been received
from any of those parties.

(For comment on the Rights & Democracy
committee, see this week’s “Short Takes” on
page 4.)

Rights & Democracy committee
(Cont. from page 1.)
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The controversy over the organization
known as the “Rights & Democracy” com-
mittee, which both Myron Love and  I report-
ed upon beginning on page 1 of this issue, is
indicative of the degree to which Canadian
political parties are extremely sensitive to any
suggestion that they may be anti-Israel, to one
degree or another.

Honestly, how many of us had even heard
of this committee - outside of  human rights activists who, although
certainly an articulate group, are relatively few in number?

Suddenly, following upon a series of sometimes shocking events,
i.e.: The death of the president of the committee following what was
reported to be a very “stormy” meeting of the committee’s board; a
break-in at the Montreal headquarters of the committee during the
funeral of that same president; a call from 47 out of 49 of the com-
mittee’s staffers for the resignation of three of the members of the
board, including the chair, Aurel Braun; and the subsequent suspen-
sion of three of the paid staffers; a great many more Canadians are
now aware of the Rights & Democracy committee than had been the
previous case.

What makes this entire affair more significant for Canadian Jews is
that apparently, most of the controversy stems from the decision last
year by the committee to give relatively small financial support to
three organizations that have been highly critical of Israel’s human
rights record. Two of those organizations were Palestinian and one, in
fact, was Israeli.

In most other respects the activities of the Rights & Democracy com-
mittee would be considered highly innocuous in the sense that they
would not arouse criticism from anyone within Canada. Whether it’s
support for women’s rights in countries where women’s rights has
been problematic, or attempting to build a support base for human
rights in countries such as Afghanistan, it seems unlikely that anyone
would have raised any doubts over such activities.

But, when it comes to Israel and any question of human rights vio-
lations, the mere suggestion that an organization is critical of Israel’s
human rights record raises all sorts of red flags. To complicate matters
even further, any official, elected or otherwise, who has ever made
any comment whatsoever about Israel can be certain that someone,
somewhere, will have taken note of that comment. If, by chance, that
comment was even remotely critical of Israel, then you can be sure
that the comment will resurface, perhaps not until years later, and
often to the chagrin of the person who made the comment.

Such was the case with Michael Ignatieff, who questioned Israel’s
record during the 2006 war with Hizbollah. Other Liberals, such as
Bob Rae, have also had comments they had made about Israel come
back to be used against them.

Such is life in the
age of the blogos-
phere - when anyone
can become a politi-
cal commentator, and
when the tiniest tidbit
of information can be
circulated around the
globe in mere sec-
onds.

What are we to
make of what has
been going on with
this committee? Have
the Conservatives
been determined to
purge an organization
that might be consid-
ered as having
demonstrated an anti-
Israel bias? If so, is
there anything wrong
with what the
Conservatives have
been doing?

It would seem clear
from remarks made
by the chair of the
Rights & Democracy
committee, Aurel
Braun, that he was
clearly interested in
reversing support that
the committee had

4 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, February 24, 2010

Editorial/comment

The Jewish Post Ltd.
Publisher

Publications
Agreement

No. 40047412

Publications
Assistance Program

Registration No.
10986

Postage paid at
Winnipeg

ISSN 0836-6063

Bernie Bellan
Editor

Office at 
11-395 Berry St. 

Wpg. MB. R3J 1N6
Please send all mail to

above address
Phone: 694-3332

Fax:  694-3916
E-mail:

jewishp@mts.net

Published every second Wednesday. We
acknowledge the financial support of the
Government of Canada, through the
Publications Assistance Program (PAP),

toward our mailing costs.
Subscriptions in Canada
$41.04 per year

Subscriptions outside Canada $100.00 per year in
Cdn. funds or $75.00 per year in U.S. funds.  Member
of Jewish Telegraphic Agency, New York, World
Zionist Press Service, Jerusalem.
The Jewish Post & News is not responsible for the
kashrut of any products or establishments advertised
or publicized in this newspaper, or in inserts included
in this newspaper. Opinions expressed in letters to the
editor, or articles by contributing writers are not nec-
essarily endorsed by The Jewish Post & News.

shown for critics of Israel,
and that he was deeply
troubled by the alleged
support that two of those
groups had shown for ter-
rorist activities against
Israel.

What is even more
troubling, however, is the
degree to which the paid
staffers on the committee
seem to have had their
own agenda - one that
was at least partly critical
of Israel. Otherwise, why
would there have been
such an open rebellion
among the staff following
Braun’s indication that
supporting the organiza-
tions that were critical of
Israel was a mistake?
Further, as evidenced by
remarks made by David Matas about how the paid staff operated - in
deliberate secrecy when it came to providing support for the three
groups in question, one is reminded of the extent to which bureau-
cracies  can have agendas of their own. 

Whether it’s the American State Department, Britain’s Home Office,
or our own Canadian Department of External Affairs, there have been
many instances of careerists within those departments maintaining
anti-Israel biases. It is refreshing, and often astonishing, to see the
degree to which the Harper government has drawn a clear line in the
sand when it comes to supporting Israel, often to the dismay of pro-
fessional staffers who have long maintained sympathy for the Arab
side.

There are so many organizations in the world today that seem to be
making criticism of Israel one of their primary objectives. The Harper
Conservatives have clearly signalled that support for Israel is a key
component of their platform. While there is certainly potential bene-
fit to be derived from adopting such a strategy, it is also potentially
costly, given the antagonism toward Israel that is widespread among
many voters, especially in Quebec.

Of course, to give critics of Israel’s human rights record (many of
whom are Jews whose views have been given fair voice within the
pages of this paper) their due, wading into the potential minefield of
criticizing Israel is something that Canadian politicians - and bureau-
crats, might want to seek to avoid.

* * *
Speaking of David Matas - what a fabulous tribute it is to see his

name placed in nomination for a Nobel Peace Prize. We reported two
issues ago upon his having received a special honour from a Swiss
human rights body for his work (along with former M.P. David
Kilgour) in exposing the brutal Chinese policy of harvesting Falun
Gong prisoners’ organs for transplant. 

Matas’s brilliance and determination has long been recognized by
members of our own Jewish community but, as the Free Press noted
in an editorial congratulating him for the nomination, he works quiet-
ly behind the scenes on behalf of victims of persecution around the
world.

We in Winnipeg can take special pride in knowing that a man of
such brilliance and integrity has remained in this city when he would,
no doubt, have received much greater recognition had he chosen to
relocate to one of the media centres of the world.

* * *
The recent reports of what was evidently a successful assassination

mission by an Israeli hit team in Dubai, in which a senior Hamas offi-
cial was killed, have sparked a heated discussion of alleged Mossad
tactics in carrying out the mission.

What has angered a great many people, especially certain Israeli cit-
izens who hold dual nationalities, is the apparent theft of their pass-
ports for use by members of the hit team. According to reports, six of
the passports used by members of the Israeli hit team were British -
something that led Prime Minister Gordon Brown to castigate Israel.

At the same time, however, it is difficult to find fault with an Israeli
strategy that seeks to pursue Israel’s most dangerous enemies wherev-
er they may be, and kill them, if necessary. A few years ago just such
an assassination attempt was carried out by Israeli agents in Jordan,
but the plan ultimately backfired when King Abdullah of Jordan insist-
ed that Israel supply an antidote that had been used in the poisoning

By

BERNIE BELLAN

Short Takes

(Cont. on page 5. See “Short Takes”.)



Op-Ed: Saving equal rights for Israeli women 
By NANCY RATZAN 

WASHINGTON (JTA) — Last April, two Israeli newspapers doctored
photographs of the new Israeli Cabinet to remove the images of two
female ministers, Limor Livnat and Sofa Landver. In one paper, the
women’s faces were replaced with two male ministers; in the other they
were blotted out. 

The erasure of the women’s faces was in accordance with the ultra-
Orthodox view that it is immodest to print images of women. 

Freedom of the press dictates that such editorial decisions are perfect-
ly legal and to be protected, but the incident highlights contradictions
facing women in Israel on a daily basis. 

It’s time to admit that Israel faces an emboldened movement against
women’s equality, not a just a series of isolated incidents. 

For more than three years, Israeli feminists have been campaigning to
end gender segregation on publicly funded bus lines that serve the ultra-
Orthodox as well as the general community. Bus segregation has arisen
only in the last 10 years. Women sitting where they wished on such
buses have been subject to verbal and physical harassment by male pas-
sengers, with bus drivers doing nothing. 

The Ministry of Transportation and the Israeli Supreme Court have
been engaged in seemingly endless consideration and reconsideration
as to what to do about the women’s complaints. 

On Jan. 31, Transportation Minister Yisrael Katz effectively rejected the
recommendation of his own ministry’s committee that passengers may
sit where they wish, and that buses serving the Orthodox population
allow passengers to enter and pay in the front or the rear if they want to
segregate themselves. Katz dismissed allegations of violence against
women and advocated “behavior-directing” signs asking (though not
mandating) that passengers sit separately. 

At Jerusalem’s Western Wall, the organization Women of the Wall has
been fighting for equal rights to pray for 20 years. Women who chose
to wear a kipah and/or tallit, and pray out loud and read from a Torah
scroll, have been given a designated, and many would say, inferior
place to worship near but not at the Western Wall itself. 

Last November, Nofrat Frenkel, a medical student and a Conservative
Jew participating in a monthly Rosh Hodesh service with Women of the
Wall, was arrested at the wall for wearing a tallit and reading from the
Torah. Despite the ensuing uproar, the police have not backed down. In
December, Anat Hoffman, director of the Reform movement’s Israel
Religious Action Center, was questioned by police and told she might
be charged with a felony for violating rules of conduct at the wall. 

The authorities assert that they are enforcing the 2003 Supreme Court
decision that allowed arrests at the wall for actions that are “offensive to
public sensibility.” 

Israeli women today are asking if their sensibilities matter. 
The Israel Religious Action Center says it will soon be releasing a study

that has found instances of medical clinics seeing male and female
patients on separate days, post offices with separate lines, stores that
have separate entrances, and funeral homes that forbid men and
women to sit together. 

To top it off, the Knesset again is considering whether to expand the
authority of rabbinical courts to rule on financial and civil disputes
based on Jewish law. Rabbinical courts have had jurisdiction over per-
sonal status issues such as marriage, divorce and burial, but not over
financial or civil disputes. 

Women would likely wind up victims of the move, pressured to trans-
fer property disputes involving divorce to religious authorities in return
for a get, the Jewish divorce decree itself. 

Hoffman refers to the growing pressure to relegate women to second-
class status as a “mudslide.” It is one in desperate need of new and stronger
retaining walls, if women’s rights in the 21st century are to be saved. 

Otherwise, friends of Israel will watch in horror along with a majori-
ty of Israelis as aspects of Israeli life become eerily reminiscent of its
most backward neighbors. We can’t let that happen.

(Nancy Ratzan is president of the National Council of Jewish
Women.) 
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Op-ed

Op-Ed: Let’s work to end uncouth behavior all around 
By AVI SHAFRAN

NEW YORK (JTA) — Last August, dozens of women launched a
protest against the practice of separate men’s and women’s seating on
some Israeli public bus routes servicing haredi communities. They board-
ed the buses and sat down among the men, expecting to provoke some
strong reaction. 

The women, some of whom were dressed in decidedly non-haredi style,
expected to be forced to the area where the women passengers were sit-
ting, but passengers largely just ignored them. On one bus, a haredi pas-
senger did ask the driver to tell the protesters to sit among the other
women, but the driver refused and the passenger returned to his seat. 

Howls of outrage at the “mehadrin” buses have increased of late, inten-
sified by an Israeli High Court decision on a petition by an Israeli Reform
group and an assortment of activists to outlaw separate-seating arrange-
ments on any bus. The court declined to do so, reiterating that the seat-
ing arrangement on such buses was voluntary. 

In a handful of cases over the years, individuals have been accused of
harassing women who wished to sit among the men on such buses. Such
bullying is not only unlawful but loutish, and has never been condoned
by haredi leaders. The solution to illegal acts, though, is to enforce laws,
not to limit the freedom of a company to cater to a subset of its patrons. 

Separate-seating buses, which are limited to certain lines, simply
accommodate the wishes of some male haredim that they not be dis-
tracted by the opposite sex, and some female haredim’s wish to have a
dedicated “women’s space.” 

At first the petitioners only wanted to ensure that ample mixed-seating
buses were available to them, an entirely reasonable request. But then,
sensing a larger opportunity, the activists decided to make the legal pro-
hibition of separate-seating buses their cause. In the wake of the court’s
recent ruling, the activists have chosen to portray the decision as an
affront to human rights and haredim as a malevolent force intent on
changing the face of Israeli society rather than a community simply seek-
ing to enhance their chosen way of life. 

Unmentioned, moreover, by the activists — and unknown to most
American Jews — is that when the first separate-seating buses appeared
about a decade ago, they were privately run services by haredim for
haredim. Israel’s public bus companies, fearing the loss of a substantial
number of riders — Israeli haredim are less likely than other Israelis to
own cars — made a business decision to co-opt the service. So portray-
ing the mehadrin buses as Trojan horses in a haredi plot to conquer Israeli
society is, to put it mildly, fanciful. 

The second front that activists have opened in their war against hared-
im, tragically, is the Western Wall. In 2003, the Israeli High Court, seek-
ing to preserve the traditional ambience and respect for mainstream
Jewish religious law at the Wall plaza while accommodating feminists
who wanted to hold vocal prayer services and public Torah readings
there, set aside an area of equal proximity, and thus equal holiness, to the
site of the Holy Temple courtyard for such gatherings.

When a group of activist women recently attempted to flout the deci-
sion, taking a Torah scroll out of a bag at the Kotel plaza to chant from it,
police intervened and one of the women was detained for a short while.
The activists proceeded to claim, falsely, that the detainee had been
arrested for wearing a tallit, and set about vilifying the authorities and, of
course, the nefarious haredim for trying to prevent the Kotel plaza from
becoming a showcase for a torrent of non-traditional prayer services. 

(Rabbi Avi Shafran is director of public affairs of Agudath Israel of
America.) 

of a leading Hamas figure who happened
to be in Amman.

In that particular case, it was Canadian
passports that had been used by the

Mossad agents - something that caused a great deal of friction
between Canada and Israel at the time.

Obviously, given the similar modus operandi just employed by the
Israeli hit team in Dubai, Israeli officials have weighed the risks of
engendering a diplomatic brouhaha, and decided that taking those
risks was worth it.

As many a commentator has noted, the Americans are actively pur-
suing a policy of targeted assassinations through the use of drone air-
craft in a number of different countries. The tactics may be different,
but both Israel and the United States are following the same strategy
of hunting down their enemies and killing them, if necessary.

If innocent Israelis find themselves unknowingly caught up in an in
the midst of events that seem to be right out of a John Le Carre novel,
by having their passports purloined by Mossad agents for the ultimate
purpose of safeguarding Israel’s security -  this might be considered a
case of the end justifying the means.

(For more on this story, see page 23.)

Dear Bernie and Rebecca;
Just a quick note to thank you for the excellent article on the recent

Water Conference that was held in Israel in January.
All of us that attended we constantly reminded of Israel’s incredible

resourcefulness.
Thank you for allowing your readers to become more aware of the

ongoing activity between the Manitoba Government and the Jewish
National Fund.
M. LAZARECK 
President of JNF Prairie Region

Short Takes
(Cont. from page 4.)

LETTERS

Two Views of the Divide in Israel over Ultra-Orthodox Behavior



Jamie Michaels,
David Enns and Sam
Robinson have been
close friends for the
past ten years. They
met in junior high
school. They played
rugby together. And
now, after spending
six months paddling
down the Mississippi
River and the Gulf of
Mexico, they are still
friends.

“Naturally in a trip
like the one we took,
there was some
head-butting along the way,” says Michaels,
the son of John Michaels and Karen Stern.
“But we were able to work it out.”

Jamie Michaels has always been athletic.
He is currently attending the University of
Alberta on a wrestling scholarship. He has
been wrestling for 10 years. He has also
done some white water canoeing.

Last spring, Michaels completed his third
year of university (with a double major in
creative writing and political science). “I
decided to take a year off,” he says. “But I
wanted to do something more interesting
than traveling in Europe. Part of the attraction
of canoeing down the Mississippi with my
friends was the classic conflict of man versus
nature – or man versus himself.”

The friends loaded up for the trip with two
food storage barrels, 15 gallons of fresh
water, two tents, a water filter, a Coleman gas
stove and life jackets, of course. They set off
on August 2 from the Forks.

“We tried to do 75 miles a day,” Michaels
says. “But we were at the mercy of nature.
There were some days when we were pinned
down by lightning storms, for example.”

The trio canoed down the Red River to the
Bois de Sioux, a tributary of the Red in
Minnesota. Because the tributary was too
shallow, they had to portage (carry their
canoe and equipment) 50 miles to a series of
lakes which connected them to the
Minnesota River. They had to portage one
more time there to get to the Mississippi. 

The rowers found the Mississippi to be a
mixed blessing. Michaels notes. While the
mighty river flows fast and the friends could
cover more ground, the Mississippi also has
a lot of river traffic in the form of barges,

riverboats and lin-
ers.

“There is still the
old spirit of the
West on display,”
Michaels notes.

“There are some
very dangerous cur-
rents in the
M i s s i s s i p p i , ”
Michaels points out.

“There are some
strong undertows.

You have to respect the river and keep your
head up. Many have tried to row or canoe
down the river and haven’t been able to hack
it. You need to be mentally tenacious to han-
dle a trip like ours.”

He reports that last year was the coldest,
wettest year on record along the Mississippi.

“We would usually paddle until near sun-
down and take rest days when needed,” he
says.

The threesome stopped at cities along the
way to replenish their supplies – especially
their all-important water. They met some inter-
esting people along the way, including one
man who has been living outdoors traveling
the river on a homemade catamaran for the
past 17 years.

For the most part, they were well received
along the way, Michaels notes. In some cities,
they were interviewed by the local media. The
only areas where they were greeted with
some suspicion were in the states of
Mississippi and Louisiana.

“We incurred the wrath of southern police,
border patrolmen and coast guard and home-
land security personnel,” Michaels recalls.
“We were detained for questioning on occa-
sion but never delayed for long.”

In New Orleans, the companions enjoyed
some leisure time. They were hosted by local
people they met and hung out at an establish-
ment called the Maple Leaf where they appre-
ciated the food and the music.

From New Orleans, they continued their
journey in a southwesterly direction along the
Gulf Coast as far as Mexico. “The Gulf Coast
has a shipping channel that is protected from
the open sea by islands and dredged water-
ways,” Michaels says. “We spent a lot of time
in Texas. We spent several days surfing off
South Padre Island.”

The only untoward accident that the
Winnipeggers encountered happened along
the Gulf Coast. The canoe flipped over in
Matagorda Bay.

“We lost some of our gear and the canoe
cracked,” Michaels said. “We had to patch
our canoe by hand on an island so we could
get back to civilization.”

The adventurers returned home in mid-
January by air – after a stopover in San

Wrestler (& sometime student) Jamie Michaels
completes 6-month trip down the Mississippi
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Myron Love

FREE DELIVERYON ORDERSOVER $75E

New, Used & Rental Walkers, Scooters, Lift Chairs, Wheelchairs,
Bath Aides & Other Aides for Daily Living.

NEW PRIDE SCOOTERS AND LIFTCHAIRS

Mention this ad & receive 10% off 
the rental or purchase of any item

551 Osborne
453-6473

www.renewmobility.ca

Thinking of Buying a Property in Toronto? 

I Can Help You!    Experienced & Professional 

Linda Posner Segal M.Ed.  

Former Winnipegger

SUTTON GROUP ASSOCIATES

Sales Representative   

Office 416 966-0300

Cell 416 721-4366    

“Trust Makes All The Difference”

lsegal@trebnet.com

www.lindasegalhomes.com

• 1 Day Repairs
• Name Pendants
• Chai's & Mezzuzot
• Diamonds & Gold
• Movado • Tag • Bulova
• Watch Repairs

CALL OR VISIT

CUSTOM JEWELLERY
DESIGNS

194 Osborne St. 949-0715 (Cont. on page 8. See “Myron Love”.)

OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE

JAMIE MICHAELS, along with colleagues DAVID ENNS and SAM
ROBINSON on their six-month voyage down the Mississippi.
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plandaction.gc.ca
1 800 O-Canada

actionplan.gc.ca
1 800 O-Canada

If you’re one of the Canadians hit hardest by
the economic downturn, Canada’s Economic
Action Plan has real benefits for you.

New funding for skills upgrades
Access to on-the-job experience
Help finding a new job
Assistance in becoming self-employed
Retraining for workers who have paid into
government programs for all those years
and now need assistance

Call or visit to learn more.

Here to help you
Si vous êtes parmi les Canadiens et Canadiennes les plus
durement touchés par la crise économique, le Plan d’action
économique du Canada vous offre un vrai coup de main.

Nouveaux fonds pour le perfectionnement des compétences
Accès à la formation en milieu de travail
Soutien à la recherche d’emploi
Aide au travail autonome
Programmes de formation pour les travailleurs et travailleuses 
qui ont contribué pendant des années aux programmes du 
gouvernement et ont aujourd’hui besoin d’aide 

Appelez ou visitez le site Web pour en savoir plus.

Là pour vous aider
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Canadian newsSHABBAT ACROSS WINNIPEG
On Friday night, March 5th, 2010, synagogues and Jewish organizations all

throughout Winnipeg and hundreds more across the continent will take part in
a historic national Jewish event to celebrate what unifies all Jews…SHABBAT.
Everyone is invited! Services and dinners will be held at the following loca-
tions: 
Congregation Etz Chayim 

Intergenerational Congregational Shabbat Dinner on Friday, March 5, with
Kabbalat Shabbat services at 6 p.m. and dinner to follow. After dinner, the con-
versation will focus on our mentors. Call 589-6305 for more information.

Address: 123 Matheson Avenue East 
www.congregationetzchayim.ca

Shaarey Zedek Synagogue
Service - 6:00 PM, Dinner - 7:00 PM with a lively Latin-American inspired

Kabbalat Shabbat Service featuring the Junior Chazzanim group and a pizza
dinner! Adults: $10, Children: Ages 6-12: $6, Ages 2-5: $4, Under age 2: Free.
Call 975-3481 by February 26 to register.

Address: 561 Wellington Crescent
www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca

Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun Synagogue
Families are inviting others to join with them in sharing a home to home

Shabbat experience. If you would like to join or host please contact Rabbi Ari
Ellis at Herzlia, 489-6262.

Address: 620 Brock Street
www.herzlia.org

Chabad
Join us for a traditional Shabbat experience at 6:30 PM in a warm atmosphere

with song and discussion. The delicious menu is sure to feed your body and
soul! No experience necessary. $18 for adults. Space is limited so please
reserve early. 

Rabbi Shmuly at 414-5624.
901 Shaftesbury Blvd.
www.chabadwinnipeg.org

Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre + the Rady Jewish Community Centre
A Shabbat celebration welcoming seniors. For more information call Elaine

Stern at the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre 339-1701 or email recre-
ation@shaw.ca

1588 Main Street
www.gwensecter.com

Temple Shalom
“Kol Isha: Women’s Voices in Prayer and Song” at 6:15 PM, A wonderful

haimish potluck (dairy/parve) dinner which will be followed by a service hon-
ouring Jewish women! Everyone is welcome. Just bring a dish to feed your fam-
ily and five others! Please RSVP to 453-1625.

Address: 1077 Grant Avenue
www.templeshalomwinnipeg.ca

Whyte Ridge – Young Urban Jewish Professionals
Ages 25-35, celebrate a casual, relaxed Shabbat. Call Sandra at 612-4649 or

check out the facebook event. Limited space so register early!
Address: 115 Vanderbilt Dr.

Jewish students to counter Israeli Apartheid Week
TORONTO (JTA) — Jewish university students across Canada are

coordinating campaigns to counter Israeli Apartheid Week. 
Working with local federations, the Canadian Council for Israel and

Jewish Advocacy and Hillel, students will get a one-week head start
on the sixth annual Israeli Apartheid Week, which is slated for March
1-7, with a campaign called “Size Doesn’t Matter.” 

The Jewish campaign will stress that for a small country, Israel has
achieved global renown in science, medicine, technology, business
and humanitarian aid. It begins the last week of February. 

The second national push, to run concurrently with Apartheid
Week, will be called “The Truth Campaign,” and will feature posters
with the messages “Don’t Twist the Truth” and “Don’t Play With the
Truth.” 

A third, undisclosed campaign involving “social media” will be “a
surprise,” according to Hillel of Greater Toronto. 

Several pro-Israel speakers are slated to appear at Ryerson and York
universities and the University of Toronto. 

Israeli Apartheid Week features a series of events held in cities and
on campuses worldwide that organizers say aims “to educate people
about the nature of Israel as an apartheid system,” as well as to build
boycott, divestment and sanctions campaigns. 

Antonio to visit the Alamo. They sent their
gear back by Greyhound and the canoe is
still en route.

Now that he is back, Michaels has
embarked on a new venture. He has started a wrestling club on
Wilkes in a space the club is sharing with the Winnipeg Academy of
Mixed Martial Arts. The club is affiliated with the Professional Edge
training gym for athletes. Michaels says that he is trying to attract some
young Jewish wrestlers 

In September, he will be returning to Edmonton for his fourth year
of university. He says he is interested in doing some adventure back-
packing.

“I will see what the future holds,” he says. 

Myron Love
(Cont. from page 6.)

NOTICE OF MEETING

JJEWISH HERITAGE CENTRE

OOF

WWESTERN CANADA INC

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Date: Thursday, March 4, 2010

Time: 7:00 P.M.
Place: Multipurpose Room, Asper Campus, 123 Doncaster St

Featured Talk:

“Why the Canadian Museum of Human Rights
Needs a Holocaust Gallery”

Featured Speaker: Dr. Catherine Chatterley
(University of Manitoba)

The Jewish Heritage Centre and Holocaust Education Centre
participated in a Canada-wide lobbying effort to ensure that the
Canadian Museum of Human Rights would include a Holocaust
gallery. Dr. Chatterley will present the brief that she submitted to
the Canadian Museum of Human Rights on January 26 on
behalf of the Holocaust Education Centre.

Belle Millo, Chair of the Holocaust Education Committee,
will introduce Dr. Chatterley.

Other business:

Committee Reports
Financial Statement
Election of Officers

Refreshments will be served



It is
n o t
uncom-
mon for
parents
to take
t h e i r
kids to
the first

day at a community center. The
Gwen Secter Creative Living
Centre (GSCLC) has reversed this
parent-child scenario and is see-
ing great results.

“When 50-60 year olds with
elderly parents contact us about
their folks, there’s a better con-
tact/enrolment success than
when we just try to recruit the
elders directly,” says the centre’s
Marilyn Regiec. “When the ‘kids’
contact us, we invite them to
come in with their folks, make
them feel welcome, and expose them to pro-
grams, activities, and events. After that, they
come on their own.

“Elders go on to enjoy a much enhanced
lifestyle through the social interaction, meal
program, entertain-
ment, and general
sense of self-fulfill-
ment of being part of
a community. It’s
wonderful to see peo-
ple evolve this way.”

In Regiec’s own
case, she has seen
this happen with her
parents, along with
some 150 seniors
each week. “They’re a
lot happier and healthier for it,” she says.

The centre’s Elaine Stern adds: “We don’t
treat them like they’re old. Some use walkers
and are barely able to walk, but they can
dance. We help them get out more, laugh,
kibbitz, and get out of their loneliness.

“Many friendships and romances have
formed just by seniors connecting with other
seniors. If people are healthier and happier
when they’re coming here, then there’s less
chance they’ll be going to hospitals, be
depressed, or be draining the health care sys-
tem,” Stern notes.

Regiec adds: “We’re not trained social
workers, but we’re like para-social workers.
Someone needs to be there at the frontlines.

That’s where we are, and we make the con-
nections to the [Jewish Child and Family
Services] agency.”

James Kasiam (in his late 60s) asked Regiec
for help in getting his older sister, Louise
Towarnicki (in her late 70s), involved at the

centre. Kasiam said
his sister’s husband
recently passed
away, and she was
spending her time
alone and
depressed. “I’m
going on vacation
soon, and wanted to
know she’d have
something to do
while I’m away. I
went with her to the

centre one afternoon for a bite to eat. She
really liked it, and now goes there on her own
twice a week. It makes her feel better, and
that makes us both happy.” 

Regiec says since Towarnicki began coming
to the centre, “She’s so excited. When we
pick her up on the bus, she’s as happy as a
lark - out of the depths of loneliness.”

Jerry and his sister, Debbie Maslowsky, are
also pleased with the changes they have seen
in their mother, Evelyn (82), since being
active at the centre. 

“My parents owned and operated a grocery
store for many years,” Maslowsky explains.
“About 10 years ago, they retired and my
father passed away. My mom loves every-

thing about Gwen Secter - the
people, facility, bingo, meals,
and entertainment. She lives
alone in a condo, so having the
opportunity to get out and meet
new people and be active makes
a huge difference. The people
there are so very special. I like
knowing she’s in such good
hands.”

The GSCLC has a bus service to
and from the centre for their
Wednesday programming, for
centre members. Annual mem-
bership is $40 for a single person
and $70 for a couple. For a life-
time membership, it is $125 for a
single member and $225 for a
couple. 

The centre is located at 1588
Main St. For more information,
call 339-1701 or e-mail gwen-
secter@shaw.ca. 
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162 Cumberland Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3N5

1.800.494.0389

www.romspen.com

On Purim, read, eat and make noise.
Purim is a time to recall the courage of Esther and Mordechai.

To read the Megilla, to celebrate by feasting and drinking and, 

of course, to make lots of noise when we hear the name Haman 

the villain. Finally, there is misloach manot or tzedakah – the 

sharing of food or money with those who are poor.

The partners managing the Romspen Mortgage Investment Fund 

wish you and your family a very Happy Purim. Let us celebrate, 

but most of all, let us be grateful for our good fortune.

Four 
Questions.

One 
Answer.

Now available at Manitoba 
Liquor Commission Stores. 

Find a store near you at 
www.liquormartsonline.com

Galil 
Mountain 

wines from 
Israel.

Gwen Secter’s ELAINE STERN and MARILYN REGIEC.

“Many friendships and romances
have formed just by seniors

connecting with other seniors. If
people are healthier and happier
when they’re coming here, then

there’s less chance they’ll be going
to hospitals, be depressed, or be
draining the health care system.”

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

Gwen Secter’s new approach having critical impact 



One of the
nice things
about traveling
is that you get to
meet some
interesting peo-
ple along the
way, and if
you’re lucky,
they become

friends. That’s what happened several
years ago, when I suggested to my hus-
band that maybe we should “get in train-
ing” for retirement. We decided to take
three weeks in January to scout out the
perfect snow bird destination. After try-
ing several southern locations we chose
Pompano Beach in Florida, ideally situ-
ated between Fort Lauderdale and Boca
Raton. We found a condo with an amaz-
ing view of the Intercoastal Waterway
and its parade of posh yachts.

Once we settled in it was time to get
into “Retirement Mode”. As my husband
checked out the barbecued chickens at
Publix, I checked into the “Jazzercise” fitness
class at the local community centre. 

It was a fun class, made up of gals of all
sizes and shapes, ages 30- 90, and as we
danced our way up and down the “Perceived
Exertion Scale”, our chatty instructor tried to
sing with the pop star accompaniment. “I
wish I could sing like Wendy”, she would say,
looking towards the back of the room. “Did
you know that Wendy Autenrieth is a profes-
sional cantor who sings at a synagogue?”

That got my attention.
Affectionately known to her congregants as

“Cantor Wendy” (“My last name is hard for
kids”, she says.), she and her colleague,
Rabbi Lewis Littman, preside over Temple Bat

Yam in Fort Lauderdale. It’s a small but com-
mitted Reform congregation of 325 families –
a combination of seniors in their 70’s and
beyond, empty nesters, some families with
kids, and others who just like to drop in for an
occasional Oneg Shabbat or special service. 

When I met Wendy at an after class “kaffee
klatch”, she made me an offer I couldn’t
refuse.

“Why don’t you come to our Friday night
service and Oneg Shabbat? We have really
wonderful cakes, especially the mocha cake
– it’s amazing!”

Who can turn down the offer of cake, espe-
cially free Jewish
baking? My husband
and I and a couple of
friends decided to
go. What a pleasant
surprise! We had
come for the cake
(which was deli-
cious), but had not
expected the haimis-
che welcome and
user-friendly service.
The small chapel
was full; the congregation seemed more like
a family gathering, and although not familiar
with the Reform service, I enjoyed listening to
Cantor Wendy’s lovely voice as she played
guitar and led us in song.

Over the years, we have become Friday
night “regulars” when in Florida. What is it
about Bat Yam that attracts us? Could it be its
cohesive warmth, the quiet reassuring pres-
ence of the rabbi, or the seamless way he and
Cantor Wendy run the service? 

While it’s probably a combination of all of
the above, for me a big part of Bat Yam is
Wendy.

She tells me that it has been quite a journey
to her current position, starting out with a
college degree in Music Therapy, and no
positions available in her home state of New
Jersey. During that time she worked at three
jobs, one of them teaching Sunday school at
a local synagogue. Noticing her lovely voice,
her cantor suggested she become a cantor
herself, not such an easy endeavor for a 29
year-old married woman with two young
children.

Her husband Bruce encouraged her. “You
love being in synagogue, you love teaching.
Combine the two. Be a cantor.” So Wendy

took a tour of Hebrew
Union College in New
York and found out what
it would take to make it
happen. There was the
special preparation for
her audition and four
years of classes. An
incredibly supportive
partner, Bruce converted
to Judaism, changed jobs
to be home for the kids,
and agreed to move to
wherever Wendy found a
job. 

Combining mother-
hood with school and
part time work in a nurs-
ing home wasn’t easy, but
she realized her dream.
She served as cantor at a
Reform temple in
Massachusetts for twelve
years, but finally decided

to move south (“I hated the cold!”). She and
Bruce moved first to New Orleans, but
longed to relocate to Florida, where her now-
grown family lived.

Temple Bat Yam had never had a cantor and
welcomed Wendy with open arms. It was a
perfect fit. Rabbi Littman gave her the sup-
port, guidance and freedom to create her
own job. She loves to teach, especially
through song. On a typical day she might
teach school, meet with her rabbi, rehearse
with the choir, make CDs of prayers to help
her students, or attend meetings with syna-
gogue members, other cantors or community

leaders. She tries to
keep up with current
trends in music,
choosing songs that
her congregation
might enjoy learning
and singing.

What I admire about
Wendy Autenrieth is
that she is someone
who gets things done,
without fanfare and
without ego. 

Last year, after attending a seminar on
hunger in Broward County, she volunteered
to deliver food baskets to families in need.
When she realized that these groceries were
not adequate for “her families”, she supple-
mented their baskets out of her own pocket.
She also wrote a letter to her congregants,
asking for specific items or a small cash
donation. The response was amazing and the
size of the baskets has doubled.

This year, she was a prime mover in orga-
nizing a month of free musical concerts at
Temple Bat Yam, which included the Florida
Youth Orchestra, a chamber music trio from
the Cleveland Orchestra, and children’s per-
formers Peter and Ellen Allard ( a huge task
for a small shul). “Everyone loves music, but
not everyone knows about our temple. Music
is a great way for people in the community to
get to know us,” she recently told an inter-
viewer.

All who know her agree that Wendy is truly
someone who not only “talks the talk, but
walks the walk”. I am lucky to have met this
new friend and look forward to exercise
class, coffee and conversation, and singing
along with Cantor Wendy once again next
year.

How a talented woman became the cantor of a Fort Lauderdale synagogue
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Assistance for
Passover Available 

If individuals or families require assis-
tance in order to celebrate Passover - help
is available. Jewish Child and Family
Service acts as the central agency for the
collection and distribution of Passover
assistance to needy families. Contact
JCFS by phone or email (see accompany-
ing ad). Please be sure to indicate the size
of the family, ages, and if there are any
dietary restrictions. 

PASSOVER ASSISTANCE
MOIS CHITIM

If you require assistance for Passover
please contact (by March 5, 2010)

477-7430
e-mail: jcfs@jcfswinnipeg.org

ALL CALLERS ARE ASSURED OF COMPLETE CONFIDENTIALITY

ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES

Cantor WENDY AUTENRIETH of Temple Bat Yam in Fort Lauderdale.

Over the years, we have become
Friday night “regulars” when in

Florida. What is it about Bat Yam
that attracts us? Could it be its

cohesive warmth, the quiet
reassuring presence of the rabbi,

or the seamless way he and
Cantor Wendy run the service? 



By MYRON LOVE

Lynn Roseman, the co-ordinator of the
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada’s
groundbreaking Cemetery Project, learned a
little something about her own family’s roots
in Manitoba during the course of pho-
tographing all the burials in Manitoba’s
Jewish cemeteries for the JHC archives two
years ago. She began her overview of the pro-
ject - to a group of interested listeners at the
Asper Jewish Community Centre’s Adult
Lounge on Monday, February 8 – with a
photo of a head stone for one Max Shnitka. It
turns out that the late Mr. Shnitka – who was
buried in the Jewish cemetery in Brandon in
1957 – was related to Roseman through his
second wife.

“I always thought that I was the first in my
family to endorse Judaism,” said Roseman
who was born in Montréal and raised in
Toronto.

Roseman noted that the JHC Jewish
Cemetery Project began in 1995 when she
and fellow genealogical enthusiasts Bev
(Raeburn) Berkal and Louis Kessler
approached the JHC about creating a pictori-
al record of every Jewish gravestone in
Manitoba. “The Manitoba Historical Society
had been documenting gravestones in ceme-
teries around the province for many years,”
Roseman said, “But the only Jewish cemetery
the MHS visited was the Children of Israel
Cemetery (the original Jewish cemetery here).
The Society didn’t go to more Jewish ceme-
teries because they didn’t have anyone who
could read Hebrew.”

That first run through, Roseman recalled,
was labour intensive and costly. A large num-
ber of volunteers armed with cameras helped
photograph the stones. The cameras 15 years
ago only held 36 images at a time so volun-
teers had to keep changing film. The develop-
ment costs alone were about $25,000. The
process took a couple of years to complete.

“Over the years, we have been asked regu-
larly to update the data,” Roseman said. “In
2008, we set out to do that.”

Digital cameras made the work much easi-
er, she noted. For the second photographing
of the stones, only ten volunteers were need-
ed and the work went much faster.

“We now have over 18,000 names in our
database,” Roseman told her audience. “This
time, we took pictures of some Jewish burials
in non-Jewish cemeteries as well as the ceno-
taphs at the Shaarey Zedek and Hebrew Sick
cemeteries.”

Roseman noted that there are nine Jewish
cemeteries in Manitoba (including those in

Brandon, Winkler and Bender Hamlet along
with six in Winnipeg). The first one, the
Children of Israel Cemetery, was in use from
1883 (when the first Jewish burial here was
recorded) until the mid-1930s. 

Roseman noted that the first burial at the
Shaarey Zedek was in 1893, with inaugural
burials at the Hebrew Sick in 1910, the Bnay
Abraham Cemetery in 1921, the Rosh Pina
Memorial Park in 1955 and Temple Shalom’s
Bet Chaim Mikdash Shalom in 2003. She
observed that the cenotaph at the Shaarey
Zedek lists members of the community who
gave their lives for their country in both
World Wars while the Hebrew Sick cenotaph
lists only World War II combatants.

All kosher Jewish cemeteries, she said, have
enclosures surrounding them and concrete
gates. There are even some individual graves
with fences around them.

The burial customs differ somewhat
depending on the cemetery, she reported. At
the Shaarey Zedek, for example, the tradition
is that the wife is buried on her husband’s
right. At the Hebrew Sick, the tradition was
that a single woman could not be buried
beside a man who is not her husband, father
or brother. Therefore, husbands and wives
alternate placement so that a woman may be
buried between two women.

Then there are the symbols on the grave
stones. The stones of Cohanim are highlight-

ed by joined hands, Roseman noted. The
stones of Leviim feature a water pitcher in
one corner (because leviim pour water on the
hands of Cohanim in shul before dichoning
at Yom Tov times).

A broken Star of David with barbed wire
emanating from it signifies a Holocaust sur-
vivor. An open book signifies a married cou-
ple. A stone in the shape of a broken tree
trunk means the grave is that of a child or
someone else who died at a relatively young
age.

Roseman pointed out that in addition to the
standard information – name in English and
Hebrew and father’s name and date of birth
and death - people sometimes add all kinds
of biographical information such as occupa-
tion, interests and cause of death. She
showed a photo of the grave stone for the late
Lee Saidman (who worked on the original
Cemetery project in 1995). Lee was in the
camera business and his stone is designed to
look like a camera. On the front of the stone
is a photo of Lee and his wife. On the rear is
a Sam the Cameraman logo.

There are only two mausoleums in the
Jewish cemeteries –both at the Shaarey
Zedek. One, dating from 1919, is the burial
place for Rabbi Gruber. The other, from 1937,
is the final resting place for Rabbi Twersky.

Brandon’s Jewish cemetery is unique,
Roseman noted, in that most of the graves
have a concrete roof-like cover over them.

The JHC received countless inquiries from
people from all over seeking information
about departed family members, Roseman
noted. And the gravestone data really came in
handy in 1999 when vandals damaged more
than 100 grave stones at the Hebrew Sick
Cemetery. Thirty-three were completely
destroyed, Roseman recalled.

“Thanks to our photo archives, each of
those stones was replaced with the correct
information in the right place.”

(JTA) — A painting by Adolf
Hitler and possibly owned by
Sigmund Freud will be auc-
tioned in Britain. 

The watercolor, signed “A.
Hitler, 1910,” is believed to
have hung in Jewish psycholo-
gist Sigmund Freud’s Vienna
office. 

The words “Sigmund Freud,
Vienna” are written on the
back of the painting, according
to the Telegraph. 

The starting price for the
painting, which will be auc-

tioned by Mullock’s
Specialist Auctioneers, is
about $15,600, the London
newspaper reported. 

The painting was brought
to Italy after World War II
and taken by an American
soldier who was told the
painting hung in Freud’s
office. 

Hitler and Freud lived in
Vienna at the same time and
could have known each
other. 

Jewish Heritage Centre burial data much in demand
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Four 
Questions.

One 
Answer.

Now available at Manitoba 
Liquor Commission Stores. 

Find a store near you at 
www.liquormartsonline.com

Galil 
Mountain 

wines from 
Israel.

LYNN ROSEMAN, the co-ordinator of the
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada’s
groundbreaking Cemetery Project. 

SIGMUND FREUD

Freud-owned Hitler painting to be auctioned 



When we talk
about racism and
anti-Semitism, “we
really need to focus
on the resistance” to
those twin evils,
contends Professor
H e l m u t - H a r r y

Loewen, who teaches in the Department of
Sociology, University of Winnipeg.

“That’s the real story, people organizing
against hate,” he says during an interview in his
second floor university office. 

Loewen will be the featured speaker at a
public lecture on the topic, “Organized
Racism and Anti-Semitism in Winnipeg: A
History”, at 7:00 PM on March 11 at the
Berney Theatre, Asper JCC. The event is being
sponsored by the Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada Inc. and B’nai B’rith
Manitoba.

The resistance to anti-Semitism goes back to
the early part of the 20th century in Winnipeg,
notes Loewen, who was born 56 years ago in
Winnipeg to Russian-Mennonite immigrants
and educated at Wilfrid Laurier University, the
University of Waterloo, and the Universitaet
Mannheim (Germany).

“The event that has come to be known as the
Battle at Old Market Square is a part of
Winnipeg’s tradition of anti-fascist resistance
that has been all but forgotten until recently,”

says Loewen in a paper, “Battle at Old Market
Square, Winnipeg, 1934”, he wrote for the
International Encyclopedia of Revolution and
Protest (2009).

“On June 5, 1934, hundreds of anti-fascist
protesters fought with members of a Canadian
fascist organization that mounted a public
provocation aimed at the organized labor
movement, Jews, and minority communities.
After the clashes of that day, no fascist group in
the city would ever find itself in a position to
mount such public campaigns of discrimina-

tion. The lessons of
Market Square res-

onated generations
later when anti-fas-
cist youth in
Winnipeg recog-
nized the importance
of those events of the
1930s.”

“The Battle at Old
Market Square is less
well known than the
Winnipeg General
Strike of 1919,
despite having
demonstrated the
successful and
deeply rooted popu-
lar resistance to fas-
cist provocations,”
continues the article.

In the summer of
1997, anti-racist
activists in Winnipeg,
including Skin Heads
Against Racial
Prejudice (SHARP),
United Against
Racism (UAR), and
Anti-Racist Action
(ARA), organized
public marches and
speeches at Old
Market Square “in an
effort to reclaim part

of Winnipeg’s forgotten radical heritage,” adds
Loewen, who served as Chair of the Manitoba
Coalition Against Racism and Apartheid from
1990-1994 and in that capacity was one of
four Canadian delegates at the United Nations
Special Committee Against Apartheid.

“Two survivors of the events of 1934
addressed the over two hundred activists,
demonstrating that to expose and oppose
racism in all of its forms is an ongoing inter-
generational project,” he says.

Since 1934, there has been no public
demonstration by fascists in Winnipeg, and
that’s been extremely significant, states
Loewen, who was awarded the Human Rights
Achievement Award of the League for Human
Rights of B’nai B’rith (Mid-West Region) in
1997 “for continued vigilance in monitoring
and opposing anti-Semitism, racism and hate
crimes in our community.” 

“In other cities, particularly Calgary, in recent
years there have been public provocations by
neo-Nazis, the Aryan Guard,” he comments.

Besides the strong history of anti-racism/fas-
cism in Winnipeg, there’s also a very effective
Hate Crimes Unit in the Winnipeg Police
Service, Loewen, who has taught hate crimes
seminars at the WPS Training Academy and at
various anti-racism conferences across Canada,
acknowledges.

In fact, the current coordinator of the HCU,
Detective-Sargeant John Burchill, testified
recently at the Parliamentary Committee on
Anti-Semitism in Ottawa, he adds.  

“He was part of a delegation of police chiefs
and detectives,” says Loewen, a specialist in
courses at all levels, notes his bio, on various
aspects of criminology and on Race, Ethnic,
and Aboriginal Relations. 

“That sort of work with the police, the Jewish
community, and the broader anti-racism and
human rights constituency is just one kind of
(essential) work ongoing here. People should
know that in the last number of years, we’ve
seen an upswing in the organizational efforts
by neo-Nazis and other white supremacists
across North America.” 

Significantly, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation recently called hate groups the
most serious domestic terrorist threat in the
USA, Loewen emphasizes.

Meanwhile, a strong anti-racist movement,
which has confronted the neo-Nazis, has
developed in Calgary, Loewen says.

“Also the Aryan Guard is beginning to splin-
ter internally due to factionalism and because a
number of their members have been arrested
on criminal charges by police,” he notes.

But, political leaders must express strong
denunciations of racist extremism in all of its
forms, emphasizes Loewen, adding that there
are very few voices speaking out strongly to
retain the Federal Canadian Human Rights
Commission - a very effective tool in curtail-
ing the spread of racist propaganda, especial-
ly on the internet.
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THE JEWISH HERITAGE CENTRE OF WESTERN CANADA INC.
AND

B’NAI BRITH MANITOBA

INVITE YOU TO A LECTURE

ORGANIZED RACISM AND 
ANTISEMITISM IN WINNIPEG:

A HISTORY
BY

PROF. HELMUT-HARRY LOEWEN
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG

THURSDAY, MARCH 11 7:00 PM

BERNEY THEATRE
ASPER JEWISH COMMUNITY CAMPUS

(123 DONCASTER STREET)
REFRESHMENTS TO FOLLOW

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
Stan Carbone (Jewish Heritage Centre) at (204) 477 – 7467 

email scarbone@jhcwc.org or
Maria Fernanda Medina (B’nai Brith Manitoba) at (204) 487-4623

email mmedina@bnaibrith.ca
RSVP by Friday, March 3, 2010

“To expose and oppose racism and antisemitism in all of their manifestations
is an ongoing, intergenerational task”

-Prof. Helmut-Harry Loewen

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

Prof. Helmut-Harry Loewen: 1934 was key year 
in fight against racism and antisemitism

Professor HELMUT-HARRY LOEWEN

On June 5, 1934, hundreds of anti-fascist protesters
fought with members of a Canadian fascist organization

that mounted a public provocation aimed at the
organized labor movement, Jews, and minority

communities. After the clashes of that day, no fascist
group in the city would ever find itself in a position to

mount such public campaigns of discrimination.
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1 800 O-Canada (1-800-622-6232)   TTY/ATS : 1-800-926-9105

Services in British Columbia, Manitoba and Quebec are administered by the respective provincial governments.

Les services dans les provinces de la Colombie-Britannique, du Manitoba et du Québec sont administrés par la province.

cic.gc.ca/new

cic.gc.ca/nouveau

Free language classes for newcomers
New to Canada? Get the help you need to improve your English or French.

Cours de langue gratuits pour
les nouveaux arrivants
Vous êtes un nouvel arrivant au Canada? Obtenez l’aide dont vous 

avez besoin pour améliorer votre français ou votre anglais.

Tel Aviv, Toronto stock
exchanges sign deal 

JERUSALEM (JTA) — The Tel Aviv and Toronto
stock exchanges formalized cooperation
between the markets. 

The exchanges signed a Memorandum of
Understanding Wednesday before the opening
bell ceremony at the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange. 

Under the agreement, the exchanges will
work to broaden relations between them by
developing channels of communication;
advancing opportunities for cross listing; sup-
porting the respective regulatory authorities to
develop a mutual recognition agreement;
exploring the development and listing of finan-
cial instruments tracking the other’s market
indices; and initiating joint conferences. 

The Tel Aviv Stock Exchange has signed five
such memorandums, including with the Nasdaq
and the New York Stock Exchange-Euronext. 

Video footage casts doubts on York assault 
TORONTO (JTA) — Video footage has cast doubts on the accuracy of reports that two

Jewish students were assaulted during a pro-Israel event at York University. 
Videotaped footage from security cameras, made available to JTA, shows animated dis-

cussions and gesturing between Jewish and pro-Palestinian students at the Feb. 1 event
to raise awareness for kidnapped Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit. 

The only obvious sign of physical confrontation seemed to occur when a young
woman wearing a hijab either pushed another student or was pushed. A third student
quickly intervened. 

Police were not called, but campus security intervened. The Jewish students lodged a
complaint with the university’s Student Conduct and Dispute Resolution Office, and York
appointed an adjudicator to investigate. 

The local chapter of the Jewish Defense League offered a $500 reward for the
assailants’ names, contact information and “aliases.” 

York requested that local reporters view the videotapes from closed-circuit cameras. 
Earlier this month, JTA quoted Tyler Golden, co-president of Hasbara Fellowships at

York, as saying that about 50 activists and protesters surrounded the 20 or so Jewish stu-
dents and began chanting anti-Israel and anti-Semitic slurs. 

He said two Jewish students were slapped, one on the arm and the other across the
face. Golden had no comment in a follow-up interview last week. Asked whether mem-
bers of Hasbara Fellowships would request to view the tape, he repeated “no comment.” 



Israeli film wins prize at Berlin festival
BERLIN (JTA) — An Israeli short film won second prize at a Berlin fes-

tival.
“Hayerida” (“The Descent”), by Shai Miedzinski of Tel Aviv, took the

Silver Bear Award at the Berlinale International Film Festival.
Shot in the Negev desert, it shows a family in search of the perfect

stone for the grave of their son. The film is permeated with the sounds
of clinking stones, wind and sand.

Miedzinski, who was born in 1979, told the audience at a festival
screening that he had lost his father 10 years ago and wanted to make
a film about coping with the death of a loved one. He ended up cast-
ing his own sister, his mother and her new boyfriend in the film.

“It’s hard to depict
grief, a transition for a
family,” the jury
noted, “but the direc-
tor listens to the wind
blow and frames the
emotion.”

“Budrus,” a U.S.
production by
Brazilian-born film-
maker Julia Bacha,
won second prize in
the Panorama
Audience Award.
One of several docu-
mentaries dealing
with the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict,
“Budrus” documents
the largely nonviolent
protest by residents of
a Palestinian village
when construction of
Israel’s security fence
threatens to destroy
their olive groves and
cemetery grounds.
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Arts & entertainmentLocal Playwright Presents
Murder-Mystery-Comedy

“Mixes Woody Allen-
style laughs with
Tarantino-esque struc-
ture”
Five stars
- CBC review

Equal parts murder-
mystery, dark comedy
and bittersweet love
song to Winnipeg. A sold
out and award winning
hit at the 2008 Winnipeg Fringe. Remember the Night, by
Winnipeg playwright Daniel Thau-Eleff is a show you won’t want
to miss.

The story: Fred Mandelbaum is depressed and lonely and wor-
ried about the future – not just his own, but the future of industri-
al society. Rosemary (Fred’s non-Jewish mother in the Jewish
seniors home) has Alzheimer’s – her past is disappearing, and
Fred’s worried about that too. 

Fred has no friends. The only person he can talk to is a prostitute
named Cyndi, whom he hires for companionship, conversation,
maybe even love. The play begins when a cop knocks on Fred’s
door: Cyndi has been murdered and Fred is a suspect.

Remember the Night is directed by Arne MacPherson and fea-
tures Doreen Brownstone (Winnipeg’s senior professional actor),
Andrew Cecon, Patricia Hunter, Claire Therese Friesen, Jeff Strome,
Toby Hughes and Ray Strachan, with live music by Patrick Keenan
and Ian La Rue.

The play runs March 3-14, 2010 (preview March 2) at 290
McDermot (4th floor), between King & Princess. Performances are
8 p.m. nightly, 2 p.m. & 8 p.m. Saturdays, no show on Monday.
Admission is $15/$10 students and seniors. To reserve tickets call
221-2023 or email movingtarget.tickets@gmail.com.

www.rememberthenight.ca. 

Doug Fieger, penned ‘My Sharona,’ dies at 57 
WASHINGTON (JTA) — Doug Fieger,

the lead singer for The Knack who wrote
“My Sharona” for his Jewish girlfriend,
has died. 

Fieger died Sunday of cancer; he had
been diagnosed with brain tumors in
2006. He was 57. 

The Knack, an all-Jewish, Los Angeles-
based group fronted by Fieger, earned
plaudits and comparisons to the Beatles
for their debut 1979 album, “Get the
Knack.” Its straightforward, hook-driven
songs were seen as a breath of fresh air
in the age of endless disco numbers and
nihilistic punk. 

Their signature song, Fieger said, was written for Sharona Alperin,
who at 17 was 10 years his junior. 

Co-written by Knack guitarist Berton Averre, the song’s bass-driven
beat and shouted, libidinous chorus proved irresistible to club-goers. 

The band had several other hits but could never replicate the suc-
cess of the first album. 

In a statement released Sunday to the media, Alperin said that
“Doug changed my life forever. He left on Valentine’s Day, a day of
heart and love, and that was Doug, all heart and love.”

Firth to play Stern Gang leader 
(JTA) – Academy Award-nominated actor

Colin Firth will play Jewish underground leader
Avraham Stern in a new movie. 

“The Promised Land,” a political crime thriller
set in British Mandate Palestine, takes place dur-
ing the years leading up to the formation of the
modern state of Israel. 

Directed by Michael Winterbottom, it is set to
start filming this summer. 

The Stern Gang, also known as Lehi, fought
against the British Mandate in Palestine in the
1930s and 1940s. 

Matthew Macfadyen and Jim Sturgess will play
British police officers trying to quash the Stern Gang. 

COLIN FIRTH

The Grant & Wilton Coffee House 
is pleased to present

FLO IN CONCERT

SATURDAY MARCH 6
AT 7:30 PM

Doors open at 7:00 pm, Tickets $10, 
Tel: 488-0207

1077 Grant and Wilton,
in Temple Shalom Hall

across from Grant Park Shopping Centre
(more parking up the ramp west of building)

Come for a casual evening of music... Fun - Set to Music 

DOUG FIEGER



By MARTIN ZEILIG 

At one point during our inter-
view, Chana Thau lifts a large
framed advertising poster - a
memento from the past - onto the
table in her sunny family room. 

The poster was donated to the
Jewish Heritage Centre by
Winnipeg resident Allan Stern,
who grew up in Veregin,
Saskatchewan, located near the
Manitoba border (northeast of
Yorkton), says Ms. Thau, coordi-
nator of an Oral History Project
on Jews in Rural Manitoba and
Saskatchewan for the Jewish
Heritage Centre. 

The poster’s bold lettering, list-
ing bargains galore, grabs a
viewer’s attention: 

“Flash! Veregin’s Leading
Business - Stern’s General Store -
Sold! New Owner’s take
Possession December 10th,
1948. A SALE: New Owners
Insist that stock to be reduced
$20,000. Doeskin Work Shirts at $1.89.
(Regular $3.00) Women’s Coats -$2.00 (out-
of-date).” 

“Chana Thau’s project is essentially an
opportunity to expand our knowledge on an
important aspect of the history of Western
Canadian Jewry by exploring how Jews
adapted, integrated and in some cases strug-
gled to carve out or negotiate their identity
and cultural values in the multiethnic, social,
economic and political landscape of rural
Manitoba and Saskatchewan,” says Stan
Carbone, the JHC’s Director of Programs &
Exhibits. 

Thau notes that the idea for this project first
came to mind after she attended the inaugur-
al Switzer-Cooperstock Lecture Series at the
JHC in September 2008. The talk, which was
given by Professor
Theodore H. Friedgut,
Department of Russian
and Slavic Studies,
Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, was about the
early to mid 20th century
Lipton Jewish Agricultural
Colony in Saskatchewan._ 

“Afterwards, a lot of
elderly people got up and
said that they were the
only Jews in such and
such a village or small
town in Manitoba or
Saskatchewan,” says Thau,
who, among other things,
was a contributor to the
acclaimed locally translat-
ed book Arguing With the
Storm: Stories by Yiddish
Women Writers (2007). 

“So, it occurred to me
that it would be a good
topic for an oral history
project. I was told that one
had been done since the
early 1970s.” 

Thau approached the
JHC with her proposal
about a year ago. 

“I received a grant from
the Jewish Foundation of

Manitoba,” notes Thau, a graduate of the old
Talmud Torah School and Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate, who has a B.A. in languages from
the U of M and is a former French language
translator for the federal government. 

The JHCWC has also applied for govern-

ment grants for this project, she adds. 
“Because quite a bit has been written about

the farming colonies, I am not including them
at this point,” emphasizes Thau. 

“Mostly, the artifacts I’m collecting are pho-

tographs, which enhance the
audio stories - my main focus.” 

Although she consults with Mr.
Carbone, Thau is doing the inter-
views and transcription herself. 

“I’m just traveling around the
city now. But, if the government
grants come through, I hope to
travel to Saskatchewan, too,” she
says. 

“I’ve interviewed eight people
so far. All of them have ended up
living in Winnipeg. I’m question-
ing them on their entire lives in
the small towns and also on what
it was like for them to be one of
the only, if not the only, Jewish
families there.” 

Thau, a “personal historian,”
says she had expected that every-
one would have had some anti-
Semitic incident to relate. 

“But, a couple of people have
come forward because they had
exclusively positive experiences
growing up in those rural com-
munities,” she remarks. 

“In addition to archiving these interviews,
we’re hoping to arrange a panel discussion,
so that people within our community can
become aware of recent Jewish and general
history on the prairies. Oral history is very
important. It’s much more interesting than
dry facts and figures. It puts a personal spin
on social history. Another possible outcome
of the project is to get seniors to go into the
schools and tell their stories to classes, bring-
ing history to life.” 

Thau will also be interviewing Jewish veter-
ans of war for the oral history component of
a spring exhibit at the JHC. 

If you know of any prospective interviewees
for either oral history project, please contact
Thau at chanathau@gmail.com 

Chana Thau: Coordinating oral history project on
Jews in rural Manitoba and Saskatchewan
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CHANA holding a framed poster of an advertisement from Stern’s
General Store in Veregin, Saskatchewan in 1948.

Oral history is very important. It’s
much more interesting than dry

facts and figures. It puts a personal
spin on social history. 



Nine breast cancer survivors are going to be flaunting it, all for a
great cause.

On March 5, “Rock the Ribbon”, a fashion show in support of the
Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation (CBCF)
will take place at the Plug In Institute of
Contemporary Art. 

The show, which will be hosted by Ace
Burpee from HOT 103 with music by
Bundown Sound System, brings together
fashion and hope.

“The thing that sets our show apart is the
fact that we are showcasing not only fashion,
but these women’s stories. These women are
survivors, they lived with breast cancer and
overcame it. Some of their stories go a little
more deeper, having more than one family
member with the disease,” says Shayna
Wiwierski, a co-chair for the event.

The women, who will be joined on stage by
“Earls Girls,” will be showcasing their stories
through videos that will be shown during the
actual show and through sneak peeks avail-
able on Rock the Ribbon’s website. 

“Through this event, and with the support
of the CBCF, we want Rock the Ribbon to
showcase and inform everyone of our mod-
els’ stories and the impact it has on everyday
men and women,” says Meryl Kaye De Leon,
co-chair for the event. “We understand that
men and women are affected daily by this
disease and we want everyone to be aware of
this fact.”

For more information on Rock the Ribbon,
as well as ticket venues, visit rocktherib-
bon.ca.

“Rock the Ribbon” Fashion
Show in support of Breast

Cancer Foundation
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Information / Tickets:     Rady JCC     477-7510

Delicious 
Four-Course 

Meal

Traditional 
Songs

Interactive 
Seder 

Experience

Family Tables 
Can Be 

Arranged

The generous support of the following is acknowledged: 

Congregation  Etz Chayim, Congregation Shaarey

Zedek, Jewish Child and Family Service 

and the Daniel Tallman Family Fund at the

Tuesday,

March 30
6:00 p.m.

Seder will be led by Cantor Len Udow
S

Pesach 
Seder

Price: .......................................... $50

Children 3 -12 Years: .................... $18

Children 2 Years and Under: .............. $6
(Plus GST)

Free Transportation is available for seniors.
Deadline to purchase tickets is Friday, March 19, 2010

in association with

Joyof

Passover

Share
the Annual 

Community

at the

Share the Joy of Passover at the 
Annual Community Pesach

Seder on March 30
The Rose and Max Rady Jewish Community Centre in associa-

tion with the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg is pleased to present
the Annual Community Passover Seder on Tuesday, March 30 at
6:00 p.m. at Congregation Etz Chayim, 123 Matheson Ave. E. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for the entire community to
come together and enjoy the holiday of Pesach. If last year’s Seder
is any indication this year’s event is sure to be just as engaging and
haimsche for people of all ages. Moreover, this interactive Seder
experience will be complete with traditional songs, participation
of children and adults and special treats for the young ones in
attendance.

We are pleased to announce that Len Udow will lead the Seder.
Len who serves as the Cantor at Temple Shalom has many years of
experience leading and facilitating Jewish community events and
programs. Len will bring his talent and ta’am to create a tradi-
tional and warm Pesach Seder. 

Congregation Etz Chayim’s catering service will prepare a deli-
cious four-course meal for everyone to enjoy. Family tables can be
arranged and vegetarian meals are available with advance
arrangements. Transportation is available for seniors. This service
is supported by the Daniel Tallman Family Fund at the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba. Don’t delay in booking your tickets for
this enjoyable and meaningful community event. Please make
your reservation by the Rady Jewish Community Centre. 

The Seder is presented by the Rose and Max Rady Jewish
Community Centre in association with the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg. The generous support of Congregation Etz Chayim,
Congregation Shaarey Zedek and Jewish Child & Family Service is
acknowledged. 

Community news

MERYL KAYE De LEON and SHAYNA WIWIERSKI
Co-chairs, Rock the Ribbon fashion show

in support of Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation

Want to keep your kids informed about
what’s going on in Winnipeg’s Jewish

community?
Then give them a gift subscription to

Call our office at 694-3332 to start a
print subscription 

or give them an online subscription
for only $25.
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Ask the clergy

Stronger than we realize
A non-religious

neighbor says that
the Hebrew Bible is
violent and cruel in
contrast to the mes-
sages of peace and
kindness in other
world religions. Is he

right about Jewish scriptures? 
Cruel and violent passages in the Hebrew Bible are counterpoint to

peace-loving and justice-laden sections. Seeing violence as permeat-
ing human life is disturbing; the ideal of peace seems dreadfully
remote. But this picture is not very different in other religious and spir-
itual traditions. Hindu texts also portray people struggling with brutal
behaviour. A new book, Buddhist Warfare, even corrects the fiction
that Buddhism is empty of a history of violence.

Abraham Joshua Heschel once wrote that Torah is God’s anthropol-
ogy of humanity, not humanity’s study of God. The violence described
and, yes, sometimes even glorified in Torah tells us a great deal - per-
haps too much - about ourselves. But why should we ask sacred texts
to present life contrary to our experience, or to suggest that there is
shelter from (or a quick fix for) all human failings? 

PRIVATE 

The ideal of peace is dreadful – but only if we believe ourselves
unable to achieve it. Over millennia of changes, our teachers
explained brutality in ancient texts as a reminder that we must exer-
cise control over our ability to harm each other.

We trivialize violent scriptural texts when we say that they reflect
their ancient, “primitive” origins. This is simply a variation of the claim
that we are superior to people from biblical times. We point to how
reason, science and technology have enabled us to improve our lives
by controlling (or diminishing the impact of) many causes of suffering.
But we know also that we’ve developed new ways of inflicting mass
destruction. And although we have new ways of helping others, we
often choose not to make them available. 

Part of the problem is that we expect the God of the Bible to be all
good. We want the biblical text to guarantee “And they lived happily
ever after….” But one important way of stating the premise of Torah is:
“Eventually they’ll figure out how to live in ways that moderate their
loneliness and suffering” – a far cry from fairytales. And biblical texts
also say that achieving this goal is work and will not arrive by waving
a magic wand.

Even those who believe that human beings wrote the Bible seem
surprised to see God mirroring human concerns. But Maimonides says
that Jewish Scripture is written in language meant to be accessible to
human beings. Why should we be surprised that sometimes God
solves problems with violence in a world littered with it?

When I read Torah, I see inspiration for working to bring meaning
out of a chaotic universe. Torah expresses confidence that together we
can attain peace and mutual respect. Its emphasis that our actions
have consequences is painfully realistic. God never offers tidy resolu-
tions to problems – only opportunities for diminishing our pain, strate-
gies for controlling ourselves, and reasons for supporting each other
as we face difficult situations. 

In this way of reading Jewish Scriptures, the message is one of hope
– that we are stronger than we realize and one day we will get our act
together.

Ask the Clergy
By 

Rabbi Lawrence M. Pinsker 
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Looking back

Compiled by BERNIE BELLAN

From the Feb. 28, 1930 issue:
A New English-Jewish Publication

We welcome into the field of English-Jewish journalism in Canada,
a new weekly, The Jewish Standard of Toronto...

There are now five English-Jewish weeklies in Canada, two in
Winnipeg, two in Toronto and one in Montreal. A few years ago there
were only two, and the increase in numbers is an indication of the
development of Jewish thought in Canada. The number of Jews have
not increased, the progress which has been made has been in the
spreading of Jewish ideas and the deepening of Jewish interests.
Where some years ago, the Jewish publication had an up-hill fight,
today the weekly Jewish paper is an accepted fact and the majority of
Jewish would not be without one.

Rose Rady Hadassah Group Organized
A new group of Hadassah was formed at a

meeting held at the home of Mrs. Max Rady.
The following were elected officers for the

ensuing year: Chairman, Mrs. M. Spivak, sec-
retary, Mrs. Frank Buckwold, treasurer, Mrs.
Leon Brown, Intellectual and Propaganda
Secretary, Mrs. Jack E. Stein. 

This is to be known as the “Rose Rady
Group” and will meet twice a month.

From the Feb. 29, 1940 issue:
“Y” War Service

In a quiet, efficient manner, without fanfare
or publicity, the Y.M.H.A. has been  con-
tributing its bit to the effective prosecution of the war. During the past
three months 10,000 men in His Majesty’s active service have been
provided with recreation, physical and study activities at the “Y” clu-
brooms. The “Y” is conveniently located a few doors away from the
quarters of the Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders and the Fort Garry
Horse. Immediately upon the outbreak of hostilities the board of the
organization met to discuss plans as to the best method in which the
institution could serve. It was the unanimous opinion of the members
that the many facilities of  the “Y” be extended to the men in uniform.

Girl Aids R.A.F.
London - Mona Friedlander, who did army co-operation flying every

night last summer by zooming over the city in her private plane while
anti-aircraft units attempted to “spot” her with their searchlight batter-
ies, was the first woman pilot selected for the Air Transport Auxiliary.
She has been assigned to duty ferrying R.A.F. planes from factories
across the Channel to aerodromes in France.

From the Feb. 23, 1950 issue:
Vancouver Seeks Sanctions Against Non-Contributors

Vancouver (Special) - At the recent annual meeting of the Vancouver
Jewish Administrative organization, Harold Freeman (UJA leader)
raised the problem of what to do about people who refused to con-
tribute or whose contributions were refused by the committee for
being inadequate. He expressed the opinion that community disap-
proval should be expressed in some way, and suggested that perhaps
some form of sanctions should be imposed against these people.

From “Jottings” 
by MELVIN FENSON

(Ed. Note: Fenson’s column discussed the
recently released Cecil B. DeMille spectacle -
“Samson and Delilah”. At one point in his
column, he mentioned that Samson had been
born in “Zor’ah”.)

Zor’ah...is almost a suburb of Jerusalem,
and has recently been re-settled by young
Israeli army kids, including (President)
Sharett’s daughter. Seeing DeMille’s version
of a shepherd and his flock at Zor’ah remind-
ed me of the following vouched-for incident.

Sharett’s daughter, spending a week-end at
home in Tel Aviv, told a friend within her
famous father’s hearing of the manner in
which her chaverim succeeded in “attract-
ing” a flock of Arab sheep to Zor’ah. The flock’s two Arab shepherds
(Jordan’s border is close) were somehow talked into joining the kib-
butz also. When Sharett heard this he exploded...and flourished a
sheaf of cables from (Jordan’s King) Abdullah indicating that just this

raid had thrown a monkey wrench into delicate armistice negotiations
between Israel and Jordan! Needless to say, young Miss Sharett
returned to Zor’ah with firm orders that weekend...and the sheep and
shepherds reluctantly left for Jordan.

From the Feb. 25, 1960 issue:
Club Notes

(Ed. Note: The following groups were holding meetings or programs
that week:)

Dvorah Drachler Chapter, Pioneer Women
Minnie Churchill Chapter, Hadassah
Lehava Chapter, Pioneer Women
Menorah Chapter, Hadassah
Herzlia Chapter, Pioneer Women
Councilette Tea and Fashion Show
Independent B’nai Abraham Sisterhood
Herzlia Academy Brotherhood and Sisterhood
Ben Gurion Chapter, Hadassah
Miriam Chapter, Hadassah
Hatikvah Chapter, Pioneer Women
Deobrah Chapter, Hadassah
Queen Esther Chapter, Hadassah

From the Feb. 26, 1970 issue:
Threatens Unilateral Action

(Ed. Note: The following story was written
after the crash of a Tel Aviv-bound Coronado
Swiss jet near the Swiss-German border.
Although it was not clear what caused the
crash, an Arab terrorist organization had
claimed responsibility.)

Tel Aviv (JCNS) - Unless Israel succeeds in
her efforts to secure effective joint steps on
the international level to check Arab sabo-
teurs, she will have to take unilateral action to
put an end to their criminal deeds and such
action may have far-reaching international
consequences.

This stern warning was given by Mrs. Golda
Meir, the Prime Minister, when she received
the ambassadors of countries whose air-
planes maintain regular services with Lydda airport. She impressed
upon them the necessity for an energetic co-ordinated action against
Arab terror.

Propose Uniform School Fees
A new system of uniform tuition assessment

for the three community-supported Jewish
schools in Winnipeg has been proposed by a
Jewish School Board committee made up of
representatives of the Jewish Welfare Fund
and the schools.

The proposal, which would set equal fees at
the Winnipeg Talmud Torah, the I. L. Peretz-
Folk School and Ramah Hebrew School, also
provides for bursary grants based on ability to
pay.

Details of the proposed system have been
presented for discussion at school executive
meetings and gatherings of parents.

The plan was first referred to publicly at the
recent annual meeting of the Jewish Welfare Fund and further details
were announced this week by David Kaufman, Welfare Fund presi-
dent, and Zalman Selchen, Winnipeg Jewish School Board chairman.

From the Feb. 28, 1980 issue:
Winnipeggers are Told of Falasha’s Tragedy
By WOFE MENDELSON

Difficult though it may be for Western Jews to believe, there are still
Jews in slavery, a representative of the Falasha community in Israel
told a sparse, but attentive Winnipeg audience last Thursday.

Speaking at the Rosh Pina Synagogue, Rachamim Elazar, treasurer of
the Association of Ehiopian Jews in Israel, spoke of the perils facing
the estimated 25,000 surviving Falashas, remnant of a community that
once numbered in the hundreds of thousands, and controlled sub-
stantial portions of Ehiopia.

Mr. Elazar, 26...said that the once-proud Falashas had been reduced
to sharecroppers, tilling the most barren soil for the landowners, who

Looking Back in the Pages of The Jewish Post

(Cont. on page 19. See “Looking Back”.)
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in turn extracted at least half their earnings
and treated them as chattels. 

And yet, he said, they never gave up their
Jewishness, “Praying day and night to go to

Jerusalem, to rejoin other Jews in Eretz Israel.” Indeed, until 1867, the
Falashas thought themselves the world’s only Jews. In that year, they
were “discovered” by Joseph Halevy, who had come to Ehiopia for
research. At that time, scarcely more than 100 years ago, there were
some 250,000 Ehiopian Jews. Now their number has dwindled to a
tenth of that...

From the Feb. 28, 1990 issue:
PEOPLE
By GENE TELPNER

...There are times when we reminisce with
friends that the Winnipeg of years ago
seemed a much better place than today. In
particular, the downtown, which was truly
the hub of the city.

It was an event to go downtown, and the
diagonal parking with no meters made it
even more of a cheerful atmosphere. There
were plenty of places to eat like Moore’s,
Picardy’s, and the traditional breakfast at
Child’s

Now there is no place to park on down-
town Portage Avenue, Portage Place really
hasn’t taken off as promised and there are numerous ghost-like empty
stores.

Even The Forks is starting to worry people. What started out as a
miniature Granville Island now has so many cooks stirring the kettle,
that it may wind up crowded as downtown Manhattan.

Every plan imaginable seems to be in the talking stage, including
domed stadiums, new buildings and an increasing lack of parking
spaces. Sometimes you wonder who really is in charge of Winnipeg
development, and if The Forks is going to empty downtown Winnipeg
for sure.

Israeli News in Brief
LONDON (JTA) - Israel’s deputy foreign minister, Binyamin

Netanyahu, found a receptive audience when he spoke at the Oxford

Union last week.
But he had to run a gauntlet of Israeli stu-

dents at Oxford University, angrily protesting
their government’s policies in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip.

Students lined the pavement outside the
Union building when Netanyahu arrived,
waving banners with slogans in Hebrew, such
as “The occupation corrupts” and “No alter-
native but negotiations”.

From the Feb. 23, 2000 issue:
Popular Beth Israel spiritual leader moving to
Shaarey Zedek
Rabbi Alan Green’s unusual “career move” to
bigger local synagogue raises some eyebrows
By MATT BELLAN

A popular Winnipeg rabbi is making an unusual career move.
On September 1, Beth Israel Synagogue’s Rabbi Alan Green will

become spiritual leader of Shaarey Zedek Synagogue in the South
End, the city’s biggest.

The move is unusual for Winnipeg’s Jewish community. Rarely, if
ever, has a rabbi from one synagogue here been hired to serve as spir-
itual leader of another, instead.

Shaarey Zedek’s hiring of Green has drawn some criticism from
Sharon Bronstone, Beth Israel’s president. That’s partly because that
North End synagogue last year announced a $2-million expansion
plan, which will nearly double its capacity, to up to 1,200 worship-
pers.

“We felt as a synagogue that Shaarey Zedek should probably have
looked outside the city” for a new rabbi, “so we would have another
rabbi in the city,” Bronstone said last week, citing the shortage of rab-
bis several Winnipeg synagogues now face...

Dr. Ted Lyons, president of Shaarey Zedek, last week rejected any
suggestion that Shaarey Zedek lured Green away from Beth Israel.

“We chose him after he applied for the position, and he clearly was
the best candidate for the position. Rabbi Green has a previous track
record in the city, and has...endeared himself to many of Winnipeg’s
Jewish community. I think he’ll be a huge asset to the Shaarey Zedek.”

PURIM FEATURE

Who says ‘Not every day is Purim’? 
By DANIELLA ASHKENAZY 

JERUSALEM (JTA) — According to a
Jewish maxim, “Not every day is Purim.”

But when it comes to life in Israel, there’s
a steady stream of reasons to laugh year-
round. Just open the Hebrew papers on any
given day for at least one incredible snippet
of what passes for normalcy in the Jewish
state. Antics aren’t limited to those with
harebrained schemes or dumb-witted
crooks. They include officials from court
judges down to pencil pushers courting
trouble. 

That includes a man from Beit Shean, a
town in the northern Jordan Valley, who
likes to strut about dressed as a high-rank-
ing army officer — and not just on Purim.
Michael Levi, 38, was hauled into court last
November by local cops and charged with
impersonating an officer and “disgracing”
the uniform. The public defender and the
state’s attorney took one look at Levi and
agreed: Since everyone and his brother in
Beit Shean knows the flaky defendant is a
fake, Levi could continue to masquerade to
his heart’s content year-round, provided he
promised to keep his shenanigans within
city limits. 

These and other wacky stories are detailed
on theChelm-on-the-MedWeb site
(http://www.chelm-on-the-med.com),
which collects and publishes weird man-
bites-dog stories from the Israeli press. 

There is no shortage of such yarns. 

Some clerks at the Jerusalem Rabbinate
wrote a short, humorous marriage manual
to be handed out to new grooms, but they
decided to dress up the manual by compar-
ing married life to a fish. The result was a
genuine kettle of fish that roiled everyone
from feminists to the Orthodox. One pas-
sage said a husband should compliment his
wife five times a day, “even if you have to
lie,” because a woman who doesn’t receive
a steady stream of daily compliments from
her hubby will be “like a fish out of water.” 

Another gem warned newlyweds that liv-
ing with the in-laws or even in close quar-
ters to one’s mother-in-law would under-
mine building their couplehood. Even “the
tastiest fish begins to stink after a while,” the
manual warned. 

The red-faced Rabbinate announced that
the manual was “an unauthorized private
initiative” by some low-level pencil pushers.

During Purim, alcohol flows like water.
But what constitutes alcohol in Israel? Five
years after Israeli police inaugurated
breathalizer testing to establish intoxica-
tion, an independent lab test ordered by a
traffic court established what many drivers
had suspected for years: The device wasn’t
accurate. 

In late 2009, 14 days of intensive testing
by an analytical chemist determined that
the breath-analyzing apparatus was over-
sensitive to humidity and identified orange
juice as alcohol. 

In Ramat Gan, near Tel Aviv, a 29-year-old

male student from Bar Ilan University
dressed up and was dressed down all in a
matter of hours. Attired in a dress, tights and
boots, the glamorous imposter was ques-
tioned after being caught red-faced and red-
handed on campus trying to score with his
girlfriend by sitting for her university
entrance exams. 

Adorned with natural flowing tresses, he
swore his disguise was foolproof. Testers,
however, considered the large dark sun-
glasses he wore a dead giveaway. Soft-
hearted police released the chagrined pair
without pressing charges, saying, “They’re a
normal couple who just went too far with
their fantasies.”

But the most fantastic news story ever tied
to Purim in Israel belongs to a yellowed
2002 classic from Yediot Achronot. Thirty
professionals — engineers, silversmiths and
sofrei stam (scribes of holy texts) — banded
to create what undoubtedly is the most
pricey Purim noisemaker since the Big Bang
— or at least the fifth century BCE, when the
Purim story took place. 

Hardly for paupers, the 65 designer grog-
gers made of silver, silver with gold embell-
ishments, or silver-plated brass were priced
between $11,860 to $23,260 each and
marketed as collector’s items. No wonder:
Not only did they contain a handwritten
scroll with the entire Book of Esther, but
also a tzedakah (charity) box, offering buy-
ers an ingenious way of recapping their
investment. 

Looking Back
(Cont. from page 18.)
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Harvey Rosen

Former Torontonian would like to have Western
Canadians come to Israel for his hockey tournament

After having spoken
over the telephone in
Winnipeg last week
with Danny Spodek, a
Toronto-born dentist
who made Aliyah to
Israel 10 years ago
when he was only 28,
I was reminded of a

character in one of my favorite flicks, “The
Frisco Kid”, starring Gene Wilder and a
young Harrison Ford. 

The Jewish Wilder, appropriately, plays an
innocent orthodox rabbi from Poland who is
sent to the wilds of San Francisco during the
1850s gold rush to lead a new congregation. 

His most sacred and prized possession is a
Torah for his new synagogue which to him is
a treasure for which he would risk life and
limb. 

Spodek, a self-described “shomer Shabbat”
(one who strives to follow all the rules asso-
ciated with the Sabbath) in addition to being
an observant Jew has another interest in life,
hockey, and in our conversation that passion
shone as intensely as the midday sun atop
Massada.

From whence did Danny’s desires for the
ice game spring when he actually never
played in an organized league during his
fond youth? Well, like most kids growing up
in Toronto, he became a Maple Leafs fanatic.
So much so, that when he later lived in a
small settlement near Haifa, he said: “I used
to get up in the middle of the night to watch
the Leafs on TV.”

As for not having had any formal training in
playing his favorite sport, Danny relates:
“Being shomer Shabbas I was never allowed
to play. There was never an option for me; so
I just taught myself outdoors on the ponds. 

“I was what you call the local rink rat. I had
my equipment in my car once I got my dri-
ver’s license and I drove around every night
to local rinks to see if anyone needed an extra
skater on their team. 

“With me hockey was a passion. I loved the
game and wanted to play it as much as I
could.”

Now the purpose of Spodek’s phone call
wasn’t to ask me why I think the NHL Leafs
haven’t won the Stanley Cup since 1967.
Instead, on the suggestion of his Garden City

hosts Chuck and Lil Frohlich, whose son
Yaakov in Israel is Danny’s friend, he wanted
to share with me his rationale for working so
diligently at setting up an annual Israeli hock-
ey tournament in which he invests a lot of his
time and energy because, he explains, “ It’s
my passion. If I don’t do it; nobody else will.” 

Danny, you see, not unlike the rabbi in the
aforementioned movie has a mission, too. He
wants to be instrumental in helping hockey
grow in The Holy Land at the one hockey rink
in Israel (Metula in the northernmost part of
the country close by the Lebanese border.) 

“I have been putting it on for four years
now,” he said. “In January we had (former
Maple Leaf standouts) Darryl Sittler and Paul
Henderson come over as celebrities. 

“It’s an adult tournament for 35 and over.
Guys come over (to play) as individuals or
can form their own team. In January the US
team (members) were guys from New York,
New Jersey, Seattle, and Minnesota. They did-
n’t know each other before, but they all
played together.”

Then Spodek spoke of his prime motive for
making contact with this messenger. “The
guys in Winnipeg that I’ve met here told me

they’d like to try and
put a team together
and that you’re the
person to talk to
(about the tourna-
ment). 

“If we can get guys
from Winnipeg,
Calgary, Edmonton,
(for example) and
put together a
Western team; that
would be great. I
know that there’s a
Jewish hockey
league in your city;
maybe we can get
five or six guys from
here. It would be a
nice start.”

When Danny
arrived in Israel the

only hockey available for players of his ilk
was on Friday night. For religious reasons,
that obviously wasn’t a fit; so about six years
ago he started his own Thursday night league.

“We’re basically a group of ex-North
Americans predominantly Canadian, some
Americans, a few Israeli born and a couple of
Russians. We play fine recreational hockey
with no hitting. 

Spodek noted that the tournament is grow-
ing (92 players this year) but that they’re look-
ing to expand. Also that if a father wants to
bring his son to play with him, they allow a
few duos on each team. 

He also added that the tournament date is
always after Christmas in The Holy Land
since plane fares and accommodation rates
drop off to a considerable degree. 

Another dream come true for Danny in late
January on CBC‘s Hockey Day in Canada. “I
rented out a brewery in Tel Aviv and we man-
aged to get the Montreal-Ottawa game on a
live feed. Ron MacLean interviewed Sittler
and Henderson direct from Israel.”

What was Spodek doing in Winnipeg in
February? “A couple times a year,” he said, “I
go up to the reserves in Manitoba and do
some dentistry. I’m going to Berens River
tomorrow on Perimeter Airlines.

“Besides helping me to make a living I feel
I’m helping people. I didn’t want to become
a dentist who just whitens peoples’ teeth,”
said the hockey collector who has converted
his garage into a hockey museum.” 

Now, hopefully, he won’t have to pull teeth
to interest more people in Western Canada to
participate in his beloved Israeli hockey
league. 

If you’re interested in learning more about
the tournament, try www.israelhockeyassoci-
ation.org for further information. Or e-mail
me, if you like. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hock-
ey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7,
e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Sponsored by Eden Memorials
Recreation Men’s Bowling League

By SAUL LONDON, secretary
Weekly high scores - February 10

HIGH TRIPLE: David Labram 626 (224,
208, 192); Terry Robinson 611 (220,
205); Art Greenspan 605 (244); Gary
Granzberg 551 (202); Norm Freedman
526 (208); Saul Greenberg 524 (190);
Herb Singer 515 (201); Avery Spigelman
511; David Spigelman 507 (194).
HIGH SINGLE: Henry Wolfe 197; Saul
London 197; Alan Freedman 182.

Weekly high scores - February 17
HIGH TRIPLE: Saul London 573 (200,
190); Phil Leibl 533; David Spigelman
529 (222); Gary Granzberg 526 (209);
Harvey Appelle 521 (197); Bernie Tapper
515 (211); Art Greenspan 511.
HIGH SINGLE: Neil Stitz 202; Rube
Helman 188; Henry Wolfe 180.

DANNY SPODEK 
Toronto-born dentist has been organizing

hockey tournaments in Israel for four years.

Jewish ice dancer takes Olympic silver
NEW YORK (JTA) — Jewish ice dancer Charlie White took a silver

medal at the Winter Olympics.
White, with partner Meryl Davis, edged fellow Americans and

2006 silver medalists Ben Agosto and Tanith Belbin, who finished
fourth at the Vancouver Games. Agosto also is Jewish.

“We had three great programs, so we are very happy,” White said
Monday, according to the Vancouver Sun.

Israel’s brother-and-sister ice dancing team of Roman and
Alexandra Zaretsky finished 10th. They performed to music from
“Schindler’s List” in the free dance Monday night at the Pacific
Coliseum. The music was chosen in part as a tribute to 27 family
members that died in Minsk, Belarus, during the Holocaust, the
Jewish Chronicle reported.

“The music is amazing. We just weren’t sure we could skate it or
not,” Roman Zaretsky told The Star-Ledger, a New Jersey newspaper.
“I think it brought the balance — music and skating together. It
doesn’t matter when you hear it, it’s the greatest music, and we
wanted to try it.”

“I was what you call the local rink
rat. I had my equipment in my car
once I got my driver’s license and I
drove around every night to local
rinks to see if anyone needed an

extra skater on their team.”
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Community news

The only OU kosher kitchen left in Winnipeg committed to continue
By REBECA KUROPATWA

Living up to the standard of the OU (the
Orthodox Union of Rabbis out of New York)
hashgacha – one that is accepted most preva-
lently worldwide – requires a full-time OU
mashgiach. 

This is not an easily achieved task these
days in Winnipeg.

Winnipeg has seen many kosher hash-
gachas come and go over the years, like WK
(Winnipeg Kosher) and more recently WK
(Western Kosher). 

Ever since the Bathurst Street Market
(kosher restaurant and market) and Omnitsky
Kosher Foods (kosher butcher) closed their
doors in recent years, there have been much
slimmer pickings for local kosher food
options.

“We took it upon ourselves to fill the void
by offering Mark Kravetsky (former Bathhurst
owner), a full-time, five-day-a-week position
as our mashgiach,” said the Gwen Secter
Creative Living Centre’s (GSCLC) Marilyn
Regiec. “We’re now the only place with OU-
supervised kosher meat and milk prepared
foods, besides the Sharon Home, but that’s a
different kind of facility.” 

Shmoozers Cafe at the Rady JCC is kosher-
supervised, but only for dairy (not meat)
meals. Other venues like Dessert Plus, Gunns
Bakery, even Superstore, Safeway, and
Sobey’s sell kosher products (but do not have
in-house kosher supervision). 

Local synagogues each have their own stan-
dards, and arrange for their own supervisor.

The GSCLC provides kosher food to Meals
on Wheels, hospitals, prisons, VIA Rail, and
the Convention Centre. For Meals on Wheels
and hospitals, the meals follow the Canada
Food Guide, and include a nutritional analy-
sis. They also serve meals on-site, as well as
catering and take-out (with three full-time
staff; a cook, order administrator, and mash-

giach).
For the third year in a row, the GSCLC will

be having a Passover hamper delivery pro-
gram on March 21, in conjunction with
Jewish Child and Family Services (JCFS), and
in cooperation with Jewish Federation young
adult and Manitoba Transit Heritage Assoc
volunteers.

Last year, they packed and delivered about
150 hampers. “Passover food is so expensive,
and this makes such a big difference to peo-
ple wanting to keep kosher on the holiday,”
said Regiec. “JCFS sends out a fundraiser plea

to the community, and people donate.” The
program usually costs around $13,000. 

“Volunteers of all ages pack, pick up, and
deliver the hampers around the city,” said
Regiec. “The hampers are filled with every-
thing from matzah to frozen (or if need be,
ready-cooked) chicken, matzah balls, gifilta
fish, margarine, jam, and cookies.” 

While the centre wants to continue provid-
ing critical services to the Jewish community,
they now find themselves on shaky financial
ground. The National Council of Jewish
Women that has so graciously supported
them over the years can no longer do so.

“They own the building (at 1588 Main St.)
and aren’t asking us to leave, but now we
must find a way to meet the building’s oper-
ating costs – the Hydro bill, taxes, mainte-
nance, sewer, and water – which amount to
$50,000 a year,” said Regiec. “Half of that is
Hydro and gas, as we do a lot of cooking.”

The GSCLC has already had discussions
about the financial emergency with their
membership, who in turn came up with a
$27,000 contribution. “This is their place
and they don’t want to see it closed,” said
Regiec. “The Jewish Federation will try to
help us meet some of the costs, but that
won’t happen until the next allocation takes
place (in Sept 2010). The Winnipeg Regional
Health Authority (WRHA) is also helping, as
we’re providing a healthy environment for
seniors.” 

The hope is that by Sept. 2010, the centre
will have enough funding cobbled together to
pay this year’s bills, so they can continue
keeping their doors open. 

“It’s a challenge I’m confident we’ll meet,”
said Regiec. “There are many people depen-
dent on us for their healthy lifestyle, and we
don’t want to let them down. So, we hope
people will rise to the occasion.”

The Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre’s
MARILYN REGIEC. Photo by Marilyn Regiec.

Federal authorities move to deport illegal Israeli immigrants
By JOEL MAGALNICK

SEATTLE (JTNews) — Those attractive Israelis you may see at the
mall hawking colorful beauty and hair products from the Dead Sea
may not be as innocuous as they seem.

Many are in the U.S. illegally, working in violation of their tourist
visas, and the U.S Department of Homeland Security has taken
notice.

In early December, 12 Israelis were rounded up in Kennewick, in
eastern Washington.

One, Yuval Oran, remains in detention and has been charged with
harboring illegal aliens. The other 11, including Oran’s sister, have
posted bond and are expected to testify against him.

A few, citing financial hardship, will be able to return home once
they provide video depositions, according to court documents
obtained by JTNews.

“They’ve turned the workers into witnesses,” said Chaplain Gary
Friedman, executive director of Seattle-based Jewish Prisoner
Services International, which has been providing services to the
Israelis while in custody.

At approximately the same time, a smaller number of Israelis in the
Seattle-Tacoma area also were arrested by federal agents.

A recent article in the Israeli paper Yediot Achronot reported that
similar arrests also have been made in Texas.

The Israelis who manage these mall kiosks — most are here legal-
ly as dual citizens or resident aliens — say they are running fran-
chise businesses.

Friedman believes, however, that they are a network of con men
who entice young Israelis fresh out of the army or school with the
promise of making a lot of money in a short amount of time.

“There might be a handful of them who are decent people,”
Friedman said, “but by and large they’re con men.”

The consequences, as the arrested Israelis are finding out, are not
so minimal. Deportees are banned from re-entering the United

States for 10 years, and there are very few exceptions.
The Israelis working at the kiosks know what they’re getting them-

selves into, and the situation is far from anything resembling human
trafficking, Friedman said. The ringleaders who bring them in rent
comfortable apartments and supply computers and cars, and the
workers can leave whenever they wish.

The problem, Friedman said, is they don’t want to leave.
“They can make in three months here what they can make in three

years in Israel,” Friedman said the organizer of one such group told
him.

Friedman spoke to one of the kiosk managers earlier this month as
he cleared out an apartment that had been vacated by about 15
Israelis. The fact that so many of the Israelis left so quickly means the
attention from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security is having
an effect.

Gideon Lustig, Israel’s deputy consul general to the Pacific
Northwest, said he wouldn’t classify the arrests as a problem, but
admitted that “we are concerned about the growing number of
Israelis working illegally in Washington State.”

Once the Israelis are arrested, they are held and released on bond,
and then generally ordered deported. Lustig said the Israeli Ministry
of Foreign Affairs has been working with authorities in the state, but
has refrained from attempts to impose any influence on behalf of the
detainees.

“These people are responsible for their actions, and we have been
working closely with the Washington authorities, who are very
cooperative and communicative with us,” Lustig said. “We are try-
ing to communicate these issues back to people in Israel so they
would know what might be the consequences of their doing this, but
we are not getting legally involved, as this is the law of the state.”

The Foreign Ministry has, mainly through Jewish Prisoner Services,
been working to provide kosher food and shelter to the released
detainees.



Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:
Over the years I have learned to get on well

with my mother-in-law. She likes to fight but
she likes to know we can make up. Initially
that went against my upbringing where we
never fell out and any cross word meant
falling out forever. But my mother-in-law still
criticizes me, belittles, resists praising and
generally refuses to acknowledge any good
points that I have. It wears me down. I had a

huge confidence dip a few years ago because I
never had this treatment from someone close before. How do I deal with
it without nagging my husband who never defends me? My confidence
has grown a bit, but I still feel like total loser with her.
Worn Down
Dear Worn Down:

I’m as worried about why your husband is so absent as an ally as I am
by a nagging mother-in-law. There’s some subliminal chance that he’s
feeding her the litany of complaints that he’s too scared to talk to you
about directly. And if not, he should be standing up for you with her,
either to her face with you there or one-on-one. Filial piety has its place
but so does good partnering.

But in the absence of his intervention or support, you’re going to have
to shift the paradigm or live with it forever. Start by making a list of what
she harps on the most (cooking, house, kids, whatever) plus your equiv-
alent values. Ask yourself, are you willing to change at all, or do you just
want her to zip it up? If the former, the next time she says something,
say, You know, I’m working on that, but every time you bring it up, it
brings out the rebel in me, so if you really want to help me change,
please stop pointing out my flaws. If you just want her to stop criticiz-
ing, you need to sit her down firmly, one on one, and be honest, treat-
ing her as the equal you want her to see you as. That goes something
like: I’ve put up with your nagging and criticizing for ___ years. It’s time
to change how we do this. Do you want to fight, back off, or accept that
we’re different? It’s making me not like you anymore. That may take a
shot of caffeine, chocolate, or brandy to spit out, but my guess is that
she’ll back off, at least a little. All said, people like here rarely give up a
hobby they like so well, so you may need to grow a deaf ear.

Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:
The Jewish community is trying to connect more with the Jewish stu-

dents at the local college. Last month I saw a posting for outreach
coordinator (.50 FTE) and called to ask about the position. The temple
program director sheepishly told me that they’d meant to pull the ad.
Apparently the rabbi’s daughter had quit college and they felt obligat-
ed to offer her the position first, so had given the position to her on a
volunteer basis for 3 months. She called me back yesterday. The deci-
sion to “fire” the girl was made; we will meet tomorrow. I will meet
her and two women who are putting up the money for a paid coordi-
nator. I’m Jewish by genetics, but not a regular practising or paying
member of the temple. If I take the job, it must a non-religious cultur-
al thing, which I am very excited about. I am energetic and creative.
This job offers great flexibility for taking time off for family trips
(including picking a city to retire to). Given the obvious politics, how
do I play the interview?
Second Fiddle
Dear Second:
Listen carefully. Ask everything you want to know exactly as you

want to know it. Ask them what they think the priorities are. If they are
unsure or don’t agree, tell them to take their time. Ask about support
services: access to volunteers, paid staff, or are you the do everything
person. Make sure they recognize you’re to be being paid for results,
not hours clocked. This has the smell of 1.5 fte job for.50 fte pay. 

Make them really want you. Show outrageous enthusiasm and cre-
ativity. Make yourself seem not only worth the money but more. Make
sure they get that you have family commitments, travel zones that are
weeks at a time, though say you’ll work the calendar with them. Make
sure the rabbi is on board with the shift – you don’t need him spiking
the process (even rabbis are human). Say you are private, but truly
value community and know the up- and down-sides of having it and
not. It will give you a great resume item as a consultant wherever
you retire. Be on. Smile. Make sure they feel heard and leave as
enthused as you. 

www.YourJewishFairyGodmother.com: What does she do? What do
you need? Motivation, Inspiration, Support, Problem-solving. Send your
questions to helen@yourjewishfairygodmother.com 
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Community news

From the Fast of
Esther until Sunday
when it is our Family
Purim Seudah, it is
sweet heavens delight.
Last week I baked the
Hamentaschen and
began mailing baked
goods to our children

and family for Shalach Manot. For a real taste
sensation I used my poppy seed grinder for the
first time. This small device grinds the seeds to a
very fine texture. I finally found a simple recipe
that makes a small amount instead of buying the
ready made product. My children’s generation
will only eat strawberry jam or chocolate chip
hamentaschen. I find that it is my own age group
that still enjoys the poppy seed, prune and more
recent apricot centers. Well it’s really about the
goodies, the costumes, and the joy of celebrating
with family and friends. Sunday morning after
the second Megilla reading, my husband will
take our youngest son and drive around the
neighborhods in Toronto to deliver the Shalach
Manot packages. The streets will be filled with
others doing the same. Some will be in full cos-
tume, others just honking their way through the
bustling streets. Later in the day a full meal will
be served at the Purim Seudah. I wish you all a
very Happy and Joyous Purim.

I am celebrating the seudah with this dairy
meal although most people traditionally have a
meat meal with parve desserts.

* * *
SUN DRIED TOMATO CAESAR SALAD

Packaged cleaned Romaine lettuce
1/2 cup sundried tomatoes in oil, chopped
Grape tomatoes as desired
Place the above in a salad bowl and toss with
the dressing below
1/4 cup light mayonnaise

1/4 cup olive oil
3/4 tsp Dijon mustard 
1 tbsp. Worcestershire sauce
1/4 tsp onion powder

Whisk the dressing in a small bowl and add to
the salad just before serving. Add croutons if
desired and finely chopped parsley.

* * *
SWEET TUNA SALAD

Nice appetizer served with pita and flatbreads
2 cans white tuna in water
1/4 cup relish
1/4 cup corn niblets 1/3 cup mayonnaise
1/3 cup honey Dijon or less if you prefer

Combine all together mash well and place in
a nice dish.

* * *
CHARIF

This is a hot spicy appetizer
1 can whole tomatoes
5 fresh ripe tomatoes quartered
1/4 cup vinegar
1/2 cup light olive oil
1 tbsp minced garlic
1 tbsp lemon juice
Season with cumin salt and pepper to taste

4 hot pepper rings
Combine everything in a food processor and

chill before serving
* * *

GLAZED SALMON WITH STIR FRY
VEGETABLES

1 large salmon fillet.
Olive oil
Garlic powder, salt and pepper
1/4 cup apricot preserves
3 tbsp vinegar
2 tbsp water
1 tbsp soy sauce
1 tsp cornstarch
1/2 tsp dry dill weed or fresh

3 carrots sliced
1 red pepper in strips
8 scallions, chopped 1 tbsp oil

Rub salmon in oil. Sprinkle with garlic powder
salt and pepper. Bake uncovered at 325 until
salmon can be pierced easily with a fork.
Remove from oven. Combine preserves, vinegar,
water, soy sauce, cornstarch and dill in a small
bowl. Sauté carrots peppers and onions in oil for
3 minutes. Pour sauce into the pan and cook on
medium heat until thick and bubbly 3- 4 min-
utes. Spoon warm vegetables on a platter and
drizzle with some sauce top with salmon and
drizzle with remaining sauce. Garnish with fresh
dill.

* * *
THE DESSERT -PEANUT FUDGE AND

KOSHER OREOS ICE CREAM DESSERT BAR
1/3 cup butter
1 cup evaporated milk
1/2 cup chocolate chips
1 1/2 cups icing sugar
1 tsp vanilla
1/2 gallon vanilla ice cream
25 oreo cookies
1/2 cup butter melted
1 pint Carmel sauce
1 1/2 cups Spanish peanuts or dry roasted
peanuts, crushed slightly

Fudge sauce: mix 1/3 cup butter, milk, chips,
sugar in a saucepan. Boil 8 minutes stir con-
stantly. Add vanilla. Let cool. Soften ice cream.
Crush oreos and mix with 1/2 cup butter melted.
Layer in a 9813 inch pan as follow

First layer: Crushed oreos
Second layer: softened ice cream
Third layer: peanuts
Fourth layer Cooled Fudge sauce
Fifth layer Carmel Sauce
Store in Freezer until Ready to serve
Serves 8 to 10

Ask Your Jewish Fairy Godmother 

By

FRANCINE TELLER

By

THE JEWISH 
FAIRYGODMOTHER

Purim - A holiday of sweets
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Israel news

Brandon University professor notices marked change in
attitude on return to Israel

By MYRON LOVE

Alan Levy has noticed some marked
changes in attitude in Israel on his most
recent visits there.

Levy’s first trip to the Jewish State came in
the mid-1970s when the then 19-year-old
Winnipegger spent a little more than a year
attending Tel Aviv University’s Overseas
School. He also spent some time studying at
an Israeli yeshiva.

“I was considering becoming a rabbi at the
time,” he says. “But I developed strong
doubts about following an Orthodox
lifestyle.”

Nonetheless, his time in Israel strongly
affected him. “That is where I first learned the
principles of dispute resolution,” he recalls.
“At Tel Aviv University at that time, Jewish
and Arab students lived separate lives. I had
grown up with a strong sense of equality, as
well as Yiddishkeit. I was always one to push
the envelope. I made a point of befriending
some of the Arab students. Some of them
became lifelong friends.”

Fast forwarding to this past January, the now
Associate Professor in the Faculty of Business
Law at Brandon University (as of last
September; he had previously been teaching
at university in Regina) was back in Israel at
the invitation of Haifa University. He had
been invited to deliver a series of lectures on
dispute resolution at the university, as well as
some public talks for policy makers and
politicians, judges and lawyers and others
who may have been interested. He says that
he relished the opportunity in part because it
is a pluralistic campus with an equal number
of Jewish and Arab students – and also
because it would allow him to visit with his

youngest daughter, who is currently studying
at the university.

“My sense was that there has been a funda-
mental change in Israeli attitudes since I was
last there,” Levy says. “Zionism seems to have
become redefined, more mature. Israel has
become a more tolerant society. The notion of
categories in Haifa and, to some extent, in
the rest of Israel, seems to have melted away.”

To support his view, Levy describes one
incident where an Arab woman was hit by a
car. “Everyone stopped and tried to help her,”
he notes. 

Or another example: He asked the
Ethiopian-born Muslim maid in the hotel
where he was staying how she liked living in
Israel. Her response was that “Golda is look-
ing down and smiling at us every day as she

sees my three African Sabra children growing
up here.”

He reports that an Israeli Arab taxi driver
expressed his love for Israel and his pride in
having children studying law and medicine.

“Haifa is a pluralistic city,” he notes.
“Israelis of all types live harmoniously with
one another.”

While Israeli society has changed, Levy
observes that “it is unfortunate that North
American Jewry seems to be unaware of the
change.”

Winnipeg Jewry, for example, has become
“so fundamentally conservative that we lack
any critical sensibility concerning Israel,” he
charges.

He says that it was “social dialogue” that
created Israel. “Ben Gurion and Begin used to
have huge debates,” he notes. “Only through
social dialogue can productive change
occur.”

Levy adds that the majority of Jews in
Canada have no notion of how Israeli politics
works. “People visit Israel or give money but
don’t understand the Israeli situation,” he
says.

Israel today, he says, is a strong country
with a wealth of highly educated entrepre-
neurs. “The Arab World largely accepts Israel
now informally and hopes one day to be able
to tap into Israel’s intellectual resources,” he
suggests.

He praises (Israel’s president) Shimon Peres
for his lifelong pursuit of peaceful relations
between Jews and Arabs. 

“You may never be able to persuade the
zealots on either side,” Levy says. “You can
only deal with the middle – those Jews and
Arabs who want to get along with each other
and live prosperously as neighbours.” 

ALAN LEVY
“Israel has become a more tolerant society.”

The Dubai Hit:
Israeli envoys called in over fake passports

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israeli envoys in four countries were called in
to meet with Foreign Ministry officials over the use of fake passports
by a hit squad believed to be from the Mossad. 

The envoys in Britain, Ireland, Germany and France were asked to
provide additional information about the forged travel documents
used in the assassination in Dubai last month of top Hamas com-
mander Mahmoud al-Mabhouh. 

Israel’s ambassador to Britain, Ron Prosor, met with deputy Foreign
Minister Sir Peter Ricketts Thursday afternoon after being invited by
the ministry to clarify why the identities of six British-Israeli citizens
who reside in Israel were used on the Dubai hit squad’s forged pass-
ports.

“Despite my willingness to cooperate with his request, I could not
shed new light on the said matters,” Prosor said following the meet-
ing, Haaretz reported. 

Hamas blames the Mossad, Israel’s intelligence agency, for last
month’s assassination of al-Mabhouh in a hotel room in Dubai.
Israel has neither confirmed nor denied its involvement. Still, the
incident has threatened to cause a rift in relations between Israel and
Britain. 

Prime Minister Gordon Brown called for a “full investigation” into
the passports incident. 

In a meeting Thursday afternoon with the Irish Foreign Ministry,
Israeli Ambassador to Ireland Zion Evrony was asked to provide
information about the fake passports used by the alleged assassins.
Evrony said he did not have any information, Ynet reported. 

According to the Irish Department of Foreign Affairs, the numbers
on the passports were valid but did not match the identities of the
legitimate holders. Two of the three Irish citizens whose passports
are implicated in the case were due to travel abroad this week and
faced possible arrest over the incident, Irish Foreign Affairs Minister
Micheal Martin told national broadcaster RTE. 

Also Thursday, the French government summoned the charge d’af-
faires for the Israeli Embassy in Paris, and Germany’s Middle East
envoy Andeas Michaelis asked for answers during a meeting at the
Israeli Embassy with Berlin’s counselor Emmanuel Nahshon. 

The passport pictures released by Dubai police do not match the
faces of the Israeli residents with the same names, according to
reports. The passports used to enter Dubai were from France,
Ireland, Britain and Germany. 

Some of the named Israelis told Israeli media outlets that they have
not left the country in years, nor were their passports lost or stolen. 

Arrest warrants were issued Tuesday for 11 passport holders.
Another six alleged assassins have been identified in the meantime,
according to reports.

Dubai suspects have same names as Israelis
JERUSALEM (JTA) — Six of the 11 people named by Dubai offi-

cials as being part of an assassination team that killed a Hamas ter-
rorist have the same names as British-Israeli citizens. 

The passport pictures released by Dubai police do not match the
faces of the Israeli residents with the same names, according to
reports. Another of those named as being on the hit squad is a
German-Israeli woman. 

Some of the named Israelis told Israeli media outlets that they have
not left the country in years, nor were their passports lost or stolen. 

The passports used to enter Dubai - from France, Ireland, Britain
and Germany - were forged, according to reports. Britain also has
launched an investigation into the use of the names of valid British
passport holders in the forgeries. Arrest warrants were issued
Tuesday for the 11 passport holders. 

“I am in complete shock and I don’t understand what is going on,”
Steven Daniel Hodes told the Jerusalem Post. “I don’t know how
they got to me. That’s not my picture, of course. I haven’t left the
country in two years, and I certainly have not been in Dubai. I don’t
know who is behind this. I’m scared.” 

Hamas blames Israel’s Mossad for last month’s assassination of top
Hamas commander Mahmoud al-Mabhouh in a hotel room in Dubai. 
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I am sixty-six. For
the first time, I did
something with my
hands. Although that
might not seem like
much of an accom-
plishment to most
people, for me it was
as if I had walked on

the moon. I am what would be called a manual
misfit. I simply don’t have it. This inability to
work with my hands is compounded by other
deficits, as in spatial relations and an under-
standing how things work. These weaknesses
have plagued me for my entire life, but it was not
until I was about eleven that I became aware of
my limitations. It all started in Grade VII and con-
tinued through Grades VIII & IX ( when we were
forced to take what was then known as Shops}. I
quickly realized at the first session that everyone
else understood what the Shops teacher was say-
ing while I kept waiting for him to explain what
we were to do. I thought he was speaking in
another language. I was unable to finish any pro-
ject assigned in those three years of Shops
except for a window prop which in fact was
done mostly by the instructor. The only skill I
learned in the years of Shops (a skill not to be
sneered at) was to get others to do my work for
me. That skill enabled me to get through those
tortured classes. Even the teachers clearly recog-
nized that I was in that group of students who “
just don’t have it”. In Grade VII in metal work,

after the second class, my Shops teacher quietly
pulled me aside and said “ Posner, you do not
have to do this work. Do you see those cup-

boards over there?
Here is a paintbrush.
You paint them”.

Well, I did badly even
at the painting. Worse
than that treatment
was in Grade VIII in
Woodwork, when the
old instructor intro-
duced our class to the
new instructor. He
lavished praise on all
of my classmates as to
their respective talents
and then he came to
me. In front of the
whole class he said “
And then there’s
Posner”. This was a
crushing blow. After
all, I knew my inade-
quacies and I suppose
mostly everyone else
in the room knew of
them, but did the
teacher have to
broadcast them.

I never had a
chance. In the argu-
ment of nature over
nurture, I received
neither. My father, like
his father before him,
my uncles, my broth-
er and my first
cousins, all have this
same ineptitude. It is
as if there was a

genetic weakness preventing a side of the brain
not to develop. Given that start, it was not sur-
prising that I was never witness to my father
picking up a hammer or screwing in a screw. We
did not actually have tools at our home.
Interestingly, my father never thought much of
this disability treating it with humour and for the
most part, I have followed his example. Yet, I
always wondered what would it be like to make
something.

I had my chance this past fall. A very good
friend of mine leads a class in tallis ( prayer
shawl) weaving at our synagogue. She has done
this for over twenty years. I gathered the courage
to ask her if there might be a place for me in the
class of ladies to weave a tallis for one of my
grandchildren. I expressed my desire to give
something that would be meaningful to that
grandchild when he or she became Bar/Bat
Mitzvah. I thought that this tallis, made by his or
her grandfather, an act so out of character for
me, would be a gift that would be valued one
day. She found a way to put me in the class.
Although I was not the first male to undertake
this project, I was close to it. Certainly, I was the
first student in all of the previous classes who
faced the real prospect of having an unfinished
tallis. I knew that the three instructors were
aware of my deficiencies since they were very
attentive to me both in the class and outside of it
whenever I called for personal attention( a lot).
To get an idea of just how much of a novice I
was, I had never seen a loom before, never set
foot in a store where arts and crafts like wool and
yarn were sold, never heard the terms warp,
weft, heddle and advancing the loom. Not sur-

prisingly, I had lots of issues along the way and
near the end, I had what seemed like a catastro-
phe. My rigid heddle fell apart and the three
instructors hovered over my loom in great agita-
tion proclaiming they had never seen that hap-
pen in all the years of teaching these classes.
When I saw the frightened look in their eyes as
they tried to fix the heddle, I was panic struck.
But, they were able, like Humpty Dumpty, to put
the pieces back together and I continued. I was
lucky that I was not in a race as all the women
finished well ahead of me. But, I was in this for
myself and measured against myself, I did very
well. When my tallis came off the loom, it was a
moment I will treasure for the rest of my days-
like the birth of a new baby.

The lesson I learned from my tallis weaving
experience was that I have hope. I know that
I will never be able to put my grandchildren’s
toys together or fix a chair that has a loose bar
or even hammer a nail properly. But, I also
know that with some guidance, I have the
ability to weave a tallis. It is not the greatest
skill in the world but, that I completed it, is to
me, significant to put it mildly. What drove me
was the thought of that time, years away from
today, when the tallis will be presented to my
grandchild and then worn thereafter. That
dream was my inspiration and I suppose, if
one is properly inspired, my case is an exam-
ple to others who, like me, are devoid of the
ability to use their hands or suffer from some
other kind of disability. In the end, I do believe
that finishing the tallis gave me the greatest
feeling of accomplishment I have ever had.

One man’s venture into the unknown:

Even for a manual misfit, there’s hope

Gerry Posner

By

GERALD S POSNER

GERRY with talis weaving instructor
HARRIET LYONS

To get an idea of just how much of a novice I was, I had
never seen a loom before, never set foot in a store
where arts and crafts like wool and yarn were sold,

never heard the terms warp, weft, heddle and advancing
the loom.
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Berney Theatre
Rady Jewish Community Centre

123 Doncaster Street

Tickets/Information: 477-7510
www.radyjcc.com – Click on Ticket Central 

Monday, March 15  7:30 pm

ELI & BEN
Eli v’ Ben
Israel, 2009
Hebrew, English subtitles

PG: Not recommended for young children, 

language may offend.

Tuesday, March 16  7:30 pm

HUMAN FAILURE
Menschliches Versagen
Germany
German, English subtitles

G: Mature Theme

Wednesday, March 17  7:30 pm

BROKEN PROMISE
Nedodrzaný slub
Germany
Slovakia / Czech Republic / USA

Slovak, Russian, English subtitles

PG: Not recommended for young children.

Thursday, March 18  7:30 pm

MAX MINSKY & ME
Max Minsky und ich
Germany, 2007
German, English subtitles

PG

Saturday, March 20  9:00 pm

A MATTER OF SIZE
Sipur Gadol
Israel/Germany/France
Hebrew, Japanese, English subtitles

14A

Sunday, March 21  2:00 pm

MRS. MOSCOWITZ 
& THE CATS
Gevert Moscowitz
V'Hachatulim
Israel
Hebrew, English subtitles

PG: Not recommend for young children

Sunday, March 21  7:00 pm

HARLAN: IN THE 
SHADOW OF JEW SÜSS
Harlan- Im Schatten von Jud Süss
Germany, 2009
Following the screening there will be a
panel discussion regarding the film
German, English subtitles

PG: Not recommend for young children

Monday, March 22  7:30 pm

THE LITTLE TRAITOR
Israel/USA 2007
English, Hebrew, English subtitles

PG: Mature theme

Tuesday, March 23  7:30 pm

SIXTY SIX
UK, 2006
English

PG: Not recommended for young children,

language may offend, tobacco use/promotion

Wednesday, March 24  7:30 pm

SAVIORS IN THE NIGHT
Unter Bauern
Germany/France
German, French, English subtitles

PG: Not recommend for young children

Thursday, March 25  7:30 pm

NORA’S WILL
Cinco días sin Nora
Mexico, 2009
Spanish, English subtitles

PG: Not recommend for young children, 

mature theme

Saturday, March 27  9:30 pm

LOST ISLANDS
Iim Avudim
Israel, 2008
Hebrew, English subtitles

14 A: Not recommend for young children, 

course language

Six Pack: 
Choose SIX different films 

in Advance
$40M / $50NM

Prices include GST. Pass holders must arrive a minimum of 15 minutes in advance 

to ensure seating. No exchanges/refunds. Films are subject to classification 

Festival Pass:
Access to ALL 

festival films
$80M / $100NM

Individual 
Ticket:

$8M / $10NM

TICKETS & PACKAGES

-
-

Winnipeg International Jewish Film
Festival Announces 2010 Line-Up
The Winnipeg International Jewish

Film Festival presents the best feature
films and documentaries from around
the globe, on subjects of Jewish iden-
tity, culture, history and diversity. 

The 12-day festival which runs from
March 15-27, 2010 is presented by
The Asper Foundation Performances
the Rady Jewish Community Centre
and. All films will be screened at the
Berney Theatre, Asper Jewish
Community Campus. 

Films presented speak to matters of
decency and courage as in the
German farmers who put themselves
at great risk giving refuge to those like
the Spigels featured in Saviors in the
Night. Issues of self-acceptance and
resolve are tackled in the tender com-
edy A Matter of Size about four work-
ing-class friends who discover the
world of sumo wrestling and the com-
ing-of-age love story Max Minsky and
Me. These enthralling accounts are
included among the 12 award-win-
ning comedies, dramas and docu-
mentaries at this annual cinematic
celebration. 

“Great cinema enlightens and
entertains and it is inspiring to see
these unique and diverse films that
capture the diversity of Jewish life and
the Jewish experience and are acces-
sible to audiences of all cultural back-
grounds” said Tamar Barr, Rady JCC
Program Director. 

2010 Festival Films 
Eli & Ben (Israel, 2009)
Monday, March 15, 7:30 pm
An Israeli boy wrestles with real life

ethical dilemmas and the love for his
father in Eli & Ben, a bittersweet com-
ing-of-age drama that will win the
hearts of teen and adult audiences
alike.

Human Failure (Germany, 2008)
Tuesday, March 16, 7:30 p.m.
The expropriation of assets from

German Jews, during the Third Reich,
benefited virtually every other
German citizen. It was not the
Gestapo who invaded Jewish resi-
dences in order to confiscate all prop-
erty, from bank accounts to the last
shirt, it was the German tax officials.

Acclaimed filmmaker Michael
Verhoeven’s documentary captures
the bizarre competition that devel-
oped between bureaucrats as to how
to organize the robbery of the Jews
prior to their deportation and death.

Broken Promise (Slovakia, 2009)
Wednesday, March 17, 7:30 p.m.
Broken Promise is based on a true

story of a Jewish boy, Martin
Friedmann, born in 1926 in Western
Slovakia, who escaped deportation to
a concentration camp thanks to his
extraordinary soccer talent and some
coincidently favourable circum-
stances. 

Max Minsky & Me (Germany, 2007)
Thursday, March 18, 7:30 p.m.
Thirteen year-old Nelly has little or

no time for silly girl talk. At the news
that her school basketball team is
going to compete in Luxembourg, she
drops her books and jumps on the
basketball bandwagon. Sixteen year-
old Max Minsky is ready to make a
deal with her: she does his home-
work, he teaches her how to play bas-
ketball. The trouble is she is Jewish
and turning 13 and she has to prepare
for her Bat Mitzvah. 

A Matter of Size (Israel, 2009)
Saturday, March 20, 9:00 p.m.
With echoes of The Full Monty in

both its blue-collar setting and its
themes, A Matter of Size follows its
own tender and funny (and Jewish)
path from body shame to body cele-
bration, and from loneliness to love.

Mrs. Moscowitz and the Cats
(Israel, 2009)

Sunday, March 21, 2:00 p.m. 

Although in the hospital for a
lengthy convalescence, Yolanda dis-
covers a new life where she befriends
Allegra, an introverted woman who is
her roommate and Shaul who teaches
her to love again in spite of his own
demons. A beautiful and tender story
about the isolation, fear and confine-
ments of growing old alone.

Harlan: In the Shadow of Jew Süss
(Germany, 2009)

Sunday, March 21, 7:00 p.m.
With never before seen archival

footage, unearthed film excerpts, rare
home videos and new interviews,
Harlan is indeed a searing portrait of
the controversial filmmaker Veit
Harlan and an eye-opening examina-
tion of WW II film history. But is also
shows how Harlan’s family – especial-
ly the youngest generation – even
today struggles with the dark myth of
his artistic immorality. It is the story of
a German family from the Third Reich
to the present, one that is marked by
reckoning, denial and liberation.
Following the movie there will be a
panel discussion about the film.

The Little Traitor (Israel / USA,
2007)

Monday, March 22, 7:30 p.m.
The founding of the State of Israel is

the setting for this inspiring and
acclaimed film

that portrays a surprising friendship
between a feisty boy and a kindheart-
ed British

soldier (Alfred Molina). A beautiful-
ly shot film that parallels the creation
of the State of Israel with one boy’s
formative years.

Sixty-Six (United Kingdom, 2006)
Tuesday, March 23, 7:30 p.m.
Bernie Rubens cannot wait for his

Bar Mitzvah day to arrive. For once he
will be the centre of attention! Who
knew that on his big day, in the sum-
mer of 1966, all of England would be
consumed by World Cup Soccer Final
fever? This riotous British coming-of-
age comedy stars Helena Bonham
Carter and features Stephen Rea. 

Saviors in the Night (France /
Germany, 2009 )

Wednesday, March 24, 7:30 p.m.
The riveting, real life drama of a

Jewish family that found refuge with
Westphalian farmers during WW II,
Saviors in the Night is a powerful,
humanity-affirming story in the face of
barbarism. Escaping the last of the
death camp deportations, the Spiegel
family is offered safe hiding for nearly
three years by salt-of-the-earth
German peasants who reject fascism
and put themselves at grave risk with-
out hesitation.

Nora’s Will (Mexico, 2008)
Thursday, March 25, 7:30 p.m.
A divorcée plots to reunite family

and friends by ending her life on the
eve of Passover in this affecting,
understated comedy set in Mexico
City’s close-knit Jewish community. A
colourful collection of characters
assembles in Nora’s apartment,
including disapproving rabbis, a
devoted housekeeper, a half-blind
aunt and the couple’s grown son. As
this disparate group meets and tries to
honour Nora’s wishes, they find out a
great deal about her and themselves.

Lost Islands (Israel, 2008)
Saturday, March 27, 9:30 p.m.
This poignant feature is a crowd-

pleasing dramedy about a large and
fun-loving working-class family with
complex interpersonal dynamics
including marital fidelity, sibling rival-
ry, teen angst and generational loyalty.

All foreign films are subtitled and
subject to classification. Tickets and
festival packages are available by call-
ing the Rady Jewish Community
Centre or on-line at
www.radyjcc.com – click on Ticket
Central. 
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
When sending in Obituaries or Yahrzeits, please
ensure they are either typewritten or legibly printed,
doublespaced. We will not guarantee publication
of material that comes in that we cannot read.

delandes 2x4

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

KAY SERA
would like to thank you for your expressions of

sympathy and kindness through cards,
donations phone calls, e-mails, flowers, meals
and visits during this difficult time. There are

no words to describe the sorrow and lonliness
felt by the loss of our mother/wife.

Irv Sera
Sera family

Shaffer family

FRANK TENNENHOUSE
January 9, 1922 - January 30, 2010

On Tu B’Shevat in Vic-
toria Hospice. He leaves
behind his loving wife of
63 years, Ethel (nee
Singer) daughter Esther
(Ron Klassen) of Van-
couver, son Gary (Sandy
Wilson) of Calgary,
daughter Sheila (Philip
Wynne) of Victoria and
grandchildren Joel.
David, Timmi, Tracey,

Aaron, Michael and Jeffrey. Also his only sister Dorothy
Goldberg of Grand Rapids, Michigan, brother Alex
Tennenhouse of Moorpark, California and many nieces
and nephews.

The youngest of 12 children, he was predeceased by
parents Morris and Annie Tennenhouse (nee Stein) and
brothers Ben, Jack, Isaac, Abe, Joe, Laz, Harry, Dave
and Sam.

To the very end of his 88 years, he took enormous
satisfaction in planting, tending and harvesting a pro-
ductive crop, be it thousands of acres of grain with
brothers Sam and Harry or tomatoes in his backyard in
Victoria.

Frank (“Froika” to his mother) was born in Winnipeg
while his family still lived on their homestead in the
New Hirsch Colony (1911 to 1923), a Jewish farm
community near Camper in Manitoba’s Interlake, about
110 miles northwest of Winnipeg. From Romania,
Frank’s father made real his dream of becoming a
farmer in a free land. The Tennenhouses and just one
other colony family, the Pressmans, continued farming
after New Hirsch folded. A few other Jewish dairy
farmers were also just north of Winnipeg. Morris
rented first in Old Kildonan, then Rosser and in 1933
bought land at Stony Mountain. Eventually Frank, Sam
and Harry formed a partnership and expanded their
father’s farm from a 160-acre “peasant-style subsist-
ence sort of farm” to a 2500 acre operation. Frank had
used his WWII veteran credits to get a degree in
agriculture at the University of Manitoba. Soon after,
he was teaching shops to the farm boys taking the aggie
diploma course. He was on faculty for 35 years and was
an associate professor in the Department of Agricul-
tural Engineering when he retired in 1988. He taught in
the winter and farmed in the summer - the best possible
combination, he said. 75 Years of Farming, his account
of his family’s life and changes in farming methods
between 1911 and 1988 is archived online at http://
u m a n i t o b a . c a / l i b r a r i e s / u n i t s / a r c h i v e s /
prairie_immigration/tennenhouse.shtml

Frank and Ethel lived on Rupertsland, later in West
Kildonan. They moved to Victoria in 1989, beside
Cedar Hill golf course where he played under open
skies until well into his eighties.

He kept his sense of humor, pragmatism, and interest
in next year’s garden to the very last. Funeral was
January 31 at the Congregation Emanu-El cemetery,
Victoria.

Many thanks to Sarah Thoms, Rachel Stouwer and
Dr. Ted Rosenberg for the loving care and professional
attention which made it possible for Frank and Ethel to
enjoy these past few years in the comfort of their own
home.

KAY SERA
June 27th 1928 – February 5th 2010

It is with great sadness
that the husband and fam-
ily of Kay Sera announce
her passing on Friday
February 5th 2010.

Kay was predeceased
by her parents Barish and
Minnie Malinsky and by
her sister Dena
Turbovsky. She is sur-
vived by her husband of
60 years, Irv Sera , by her
son Hart ( Donna
Milovitch) and daughter
Fayth ( Yale Shaffer) ,
and her four grandchil-
dren, Geoffrey, Seth ,
Lauren and Elizabeth.
She is also survived by

nieces, nephews, and many close friends who will miss
her dearly.

Kay was a character, who lived life to the fullest on
her terms. Family was the most important thing to Kay.
She loved to hear about the many accomplishments of
her children and grandchildren, and was eager to share
this news with all.

Kay and her husband Irv were married and copart-
ners for over 60 years. They shared many wonderful
years together which included: raising a family, travel-
ling both with their children and on their own, visiting
relatives and socializing with their numerous friends in
Winnipeg, at the beach and in Florida. As they grew
older together, much of their time was spent in Florida
where they met and grew very close with people from
many different states. They cherished their new found
friendships up until the last 2 weeks before Kay’s
passing.

Kay was a very energetic person. She had many
activities , which included; 2 bowling leagues,
aquasizes, 2 weekly card groups, a mahjong group, and
2 weekly bingo appointments. She was involved in
B’nai B’rith Women and Hadassah Organizations.
Kay was an avid knitter, and made many beautiful
scarves, sweaters, and afghans for the family and many
of her friends. She was a very kind , loving and caring
person. She was one of a kind and you couldn’t meet
her without being amused, confused and entertained.
She touched so many lives and lived life to the fullest.
She has left us all with so many memories and stories
that she will never be forgotten.

The funeral was held on Sunday Feb. 7th 2010 at Etz
Chaim Synagogue with burial at B’nai Abraham Cem-
etery. Pallbearers were: Geoff and Seth Shaffer, Lauren
and Elizabeth Milovitch-Sera, Sandy Sera and Ward
Northage. Honorary Pallbearers were: Maurie Sera
and Gerald Namak.

A very special thanks to the nurses and doctors at
Cancer Care , and to the staff of Riverview Hospital, for
their wonderful and loving care.

Those wishing to make a donation in honour of Kay’s
memory, may do so through the Irv and Kay Educa-
tional fund through the Jewish Foundation of Mani-
toba.

DR. ALEXANDER VERES
Dr. Alexander Veres,

our beloved Apu and
Granpa, died at home on
January 31, 2010, sur-
rounded by his family.

Dr. Veres was born in
Nyárád, Hungary, on July
29, 1912. He grew up in
Hungary and was edu-
cated in Budapest where
he received his doctorate
in veterinary medicine.
He was a successful and
well respected veterinary
practitioner in Pápa, Hun-
gary.

Dr. Veres and his fam-
ily were deported to Auschwitz during the Holocaust.
He was the sole survivor in his family. His first wife
Marica, daughter Eva, parents and sister died in
Auschwitz.

In 1946, Apu married his beloved wife Judith and
they had two daughters, Eva and Agi. After prospering
for a decade in Hungary, the family was again uprooted
during the Hungarian Revolution. They travelled to
Canada and Israel and ultimately settled in Canada.
The family moved to Winnipeg, where Dr. Veres had
a successful career as a respected veterinarian.

Apu was the center of his family. He devoted his life
to his wife and children. His daughters, sons-in-law
and grandchildren were the beneficiaries of his wis-
dom and brilliance. They sought his advice till the day
he died. He instilled in his children and grandchildren
the value of an education and took tremendous pride in
their accomplishments. Apu had a unique relationship
with his great-grandchildren who loved to receive
chocolates from Granpa.

Apu and Anyu had a wonderful, loving marriage for
52 years until her death in 1998. They enjoyed family
gatherings and winters in Hawaii where their children
and grandchildren visited.

Apu loved life. He enjoyed nightly phone calls from
his grandchildren. He was an avid sports fan who loved
watching hockey, soccer and football. He was a great
Blue Bombers fan for half-a-century who sat in the
stands until he was 96 years old. He loved visiting with
his friends and lunches at his favourite restaurants. He
was a voracious reader. He also enjoyed the horse races
and travelling to Florida and Europe.

Dr. Veres is survived by his daughters Eva Wiseman
(Nathan)  and Agi Weizman (Sam); grandchildren Sam
(Natalie), Marni (Shane), David (Debra), Amy (Micah)
and Adam; and great-grandchildren Jacob, Isabel, Nikki,
Jonah, Molly, Poppy, Chloe, Sienna, Jack and Max.

The family would like to thank the wonderful ladies
who took such good care of Apu in his home during the
last year of his life: Josephine, Maria, Mila, Precy,
Fabie, Doreen, Liezel and Kim. Special thanks to Dr.
Stephen Hodge and Dr. Kevin Coates.

The funeral was held on February 1, 2010 at the
Herzlia Synagogue with interment at the Shaarey Zedek
Cemetery.

If so desired, donations may be made in Dr. Veres’s
memory to the Judith and Alexander Veres Fund at the
Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun Synagogue.

Deadline for the
March 10 issue of

The Jewish Post & News
is noon

Friday, March 5
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

FEBRUARY 24

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
TEDDY BASS

who passed away
March 4 ,1999

16 Days in Adar
His gentle strength
And wisdom
And the many ways
He cared
Always played
A special part
In the bond of love
We shared.
Dad, a part of You
lives on in each of us
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by Cookie, Marla and
Steven, Tracee and Aaron and
his great-grandchildren
Teddy, Carson, Stafford and
Sutton.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LILLIAN
BENDER
who passed away

March 2, 2007
13 Days in Adar

—  Ever remembered by her
loving children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In loving memory of
CLARA

CHARLAT
who passed away

March 4, 1996
13 days in Adar II

— Always in our thoughts and
lovingly remembered by your
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
ANNE DAVIS

who passed away
February 25, 2005

16 days Adar
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her loving
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
ABE EARN

who passed away
March 17, 1995

15 days in Adar II
— Lovingly remembered
by his wife, children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
PAULINE
ESSERS

who passed away
February 22, 2008
17 Days in Adar

— Lovingly remembered by
her devoted nephews Hannon
and Kenneth Bell and their
families.

2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
LIONEL FEUER

who passed away
March 9, 1990

12 Days in Adar
— Forever in our hearts and
thoughts. He is sadly missed
and lovingly remembered by
his wife Lil, children, and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of the late
WILLIAM
KLEIMAN
who passed away
March 19th, 1984

15th day in Adar II, 5544
We did not know that morning
What sorrow that day would bring
The ache is always near
To part with one so dear
— Ever remembered by his
loving children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JACK LAVITT

who passed away
March 5, 1991

19 Days in Adar I
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of
RONALD
LAZAR

who passed away
February 21, 2005
12 days in Adar I

— He is remembered by his
children, grandchildren,
brothers and sister for his
love of family and learning
and for his good deeds.

5th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
KAYLA

MASARSKY
who passed away

February 27, 1972
12 days in Adar

— Always remembered by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ROSE

MITCHELL
who passed away

March 8, 1993
15 days in Adar

— Ever remembered, ever
loved by Sandy, Alan and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ROSE NEPON

who passed away
March 10, 1998
12 Days in Adar

— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by Esther and
Sid Halpern, Adeena, Tom,
Danny and Anna Vered -
Your namesake Gratzer:
Ahava and Frank Lavitt:
Marni, Jonathan, Leo, Sophie
and Lily Halpern.

In loving memory of
MAURICE I.

ROSENBERG
who passed away

February 28, 1993
9 Days in Adar

There is a special kind of feeling
that is meant for you alone.
A place within our hearts that
only you can own.
There will always be sadness
and many a silent tear.
But always special memories
of days when your were here.
- Lovingly remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
RUTH SILVER

who passed away
February 14, 2003

12 Adar, 5763
— You are deeply missed by
your children, sister, nieces,
nephews and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ISAAC

SIMOVITCH
who passed away
March 16, 1992

12 Days in Adar II
Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our way
With aches in our hearts
And tears in our eyes
We light the eighteenth candle
In your beautiful memory.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children
Sandra and Ean, Rhona and
Harvey, loving grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAM SOROKIN

who passed away
March 23, 1986

12 Days in Adar II
Forever in our hearts
— Always remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

4th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
EDITH TABACK

who passed away
March 12, 2006

12 days in Adar, 5766
Always remembered

Always missed
Forever in our hearts

We love you!!
— Your loving children
Shayne, Kathy & grand-
daughter Abigail Edythe,
Michelle & Barton.

More memoriams
on next page.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dearly
beloved father and zaida
JACK STAR

who passed away
March 12, 1982

17 Days in Adar, 5742
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

DAVID
THOMPSON

who passed away
March 4, 1961

16 Days in Adar

CLARA
THOMPSON

who passed away
February 28, 1964
15 Days in Adar

In loving memory of

You are not forgotten, nor will you ever be.
As long as life and memory last,
We will miss and remember thee.

— Sadly missed by your grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother
SARAH TRAVIS

who passed away
February 22, 1986

13 days in Adar
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
OSCAR BLANK

who passed away
February 13, 2003
11 Days in Adar I

— Sadly missed by your wife,
children, grandchildren and
sister.

7th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
our beloved

BESSIE
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
February 23, 2003
21 Days in Adar I

Your presence we miss
Your memory we treasure
Loving you always,
forgetting you never
Love,
Rochelle and Harvey, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,

father and grandfather
FRED FUNK

who passed away
March 7, 2007

17 Days in Adar
— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife
Agnes, his children and
grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
MARCH 3

In loving memory of
THELMA

CHAPNICK
who passed away

March 8, 2007
18 days in Adar

— Ever remembered, ever
missed and ever loved by her
husband Morris, son Sid,
daughter Sharon, sister
Bernice, many grandchildren
and great grandchildren.

In Memoriam

3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
FRED DEVERE

who passed away
March 26, 2000

19 Days in Adar II
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory
of our dearest mother,

grandmother and
great-grandmother

BESSIE
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
February 23, 2003

21 Day in Adar
You will not be forgotten Mom
Nor will  you ever be as long as
life and memory last
We will remember you

Sheldon, Adelle, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MORLEY

GLOBERMAN
who passed away

February 28, 2008
22 Days in Adar I

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LILY KANOVSKY

who passed away
March 21, 1998
23 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father and zaida
MENACHEM

MENDEL (MAX)
NORDON

who passed away suddenly,
but peacefully on
March 24, 2003

21 days in Adar II
You are so sadly missed
by your wife Ruth, daughter
Judi, son-in-law David and
your son David and by your
seven grandchildren who will
always remember you forever
in our hearts
You gave so much of yourself
You loved and cared so much.
Rest in peace my beloved
Husband, Father, and Zaida.

In Memoriam

GITEL and WILLIAM RAIZEN
who passed away

In loving memory of our dear parents and grandparents

— Sadly missed and always lovingly remembered by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

April 5, 1982
12 Days in Nissan

March 23, 1984
20 Days in Adar II

In Memoriam
In loving memory of
BERNARD
MORLEY
ROSNER
who passed away

March 5, 2001
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
daughter, son-in-law and
Stephen.

In loving memory of our dear
mother and Baba

RUTH
SILVERBERG

who passed away
March 1, 1989

24 Days in Adar
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
FAY SLUTCHUK

who passed away
February 24, 1984
22 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In loving memory of
IRVIN JOSEPH

COHEN
who passed away
March 18, 1960

19 Days in Adar, 5720
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
50th Yahrzeit



By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN
This Sunday is Purim, a holiday that brings

much joy and celebration. There is a peculiar
oddity about the name of the holiday to
which most people don’t pay much attention.
The word “Purim” is the Persian word for
casting lots. Haman, the viceroy of the
Persian Empire, was a vicious Jew-hater. He
was also a great believer in astrology. When
Haman plotted to annihilate the Jewish
People, he cast lots to decide on which date
he would implement his evil scheme. The
lots that he cast fell out on the 13th day of the
month of Adar (a Persian month), so that was
the day that the royal edict ordered that every

living Jew, old or
young, was to be

killed. It is because
of this that the holi-
day got its name
Purim, from the
Persian word for lots.

On the surface, this
origin of the name is
astounding. All
Jewish holidays are
named for the mira-
cle that occurred to
rescue Jews from
oppression or for the
Mitzvah that we do
to observe the holi-

day. For example: Passover (in Hebrew
Pesach) is because G-d passed over the
homes of the Israelites during the Plague of
the Firstborn. That was the final blow that
brought Pharaoh’s Egypt to its knees so that
they finally released the Jews from slavery. It
is also called “Chag HaMatzot,” the Festival
when we eat Matzah and “Zman
Cheruteinu,” the Time of our Freedom.

Similarly Shavuot, meaning weeks, gets its
name because it is the holiday that we cele-
brate after counting seven weeks from
Passover. It is also called “Matan Torateinu”
the time that G-d gave us the Torah. The same
is true for each and every holiday except for
Purim where the name is not for a miracle or
for a Mitzvah, but for the method that Haman

decided the day to destroy Jewry! Why in the
world would we name the holiday lots and
choose the Persian word that Haman used for
those lots?

The answer is that Purim truly stands apart
from all other holidays. It is the only holiday
that was celebrated while Jews were not free
but remained under the rule of a foreign king.
Their survival remained precarious, subject
to the whims of a powerful but rash monarch.
Jews have survived thousands of years of
exile and persecution. Purim speaks most
pointedly to Jewish history because it teach-

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, February 26. Candles: 5:48. Mincha: 5:45.

Shacharit: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 6:47. February 27/28 Purim
Megillah reading 7:20. Sunday morning services: 9:00.
Weekday morning services: 8:00. Evening services for the
week of February 28-March 4: 6:00.

Friday, March 5. Candles: 6:00. Mincha: 6:00. Shacharit:
9:30. Shabbat ends: 6:58. Evening services for the week of
March 7-11: 6:10.

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford
and McGregor offers traditional Orthodox services in an
informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is
saying kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CHEVRA MISHNAYES SYNAGOGUE
700 Jefferson Avenue
Friday February 26 - Light candles 5:48 p.m. - Evening ser-

vices 6:00 p.m. Saturday February 27 - Morning services
9:00 a.m. 

Friday March 5 - Light candles 6:00 p.m. - Evening ser-
vices 6:00 p.m. Saturday March 6 - Morning services 9:00
a.m. 

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, February 26 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening

service 5:50 p.m., candle lighting 5:48 p.m. 
Saturday, February 27 - Tetzaveh - morning service 9:00

a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 6:47 p.m.
Megillah reading 7:00 p.m. Sunday, February 28 - morning
service Megillah reading 9:00 a.m. Purim. 3:00-5:00 Purim
carnival, Purim Se’udah to follow. 

Monday, March 1 (Shushan Puriim)-Thursday, March 4 -
morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

Friday, March 5 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening ser-
vice 6:00 p.m. Shabbat Across Winnipeg Shabbat Dinner
6:00 p.m. Candle lighting 6:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 6 - Ki Tissa - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 6:58 p.m.

Sunday, March 7 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, March 8-Thursday, March 11 - morning service

7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK

561 Wellington Crescent; website
www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 

For program and event information, please check our
website or call the synagogue office. 

Friday, February 26. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening
Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle
Lighting 5:47 p.m.

Shabbat, February 27 - Parashat Tetzaveh/Shabbat Zachor.
Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Family Service 10:30 a.m.;
Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Interactive Megillah Reading
6:30 p.m.; Havdallah 6:49 p.m.

Sunday, February 28 - Purim. Morning Minyan and
Megillah Reading 9:00 a.m.

Friday, March 5. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening
Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.; Kabbalat
Shabbat Alive! with Keyboard 6:15 p.m.; Candle
Lighting 5:59 p.m.

Shabbat, March 6 - Parashat Ki Tisa/Shabbat Parah.
Morning Service led by Gray Academy Students 9:00 a.m.;
Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 7:00 p.m.

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.;
Sunday and Holidays 9:00 a.m.

Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.;
Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:15 p.m.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from

the same location at 297 Burrows, corner of
Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom
Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and
Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, February 26 at 5:48 p.m.

Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 5:50 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week

- Tetzaveh. Parshat Zachor. Mincha Service at  5:50 p.m.
Shabbat ends at 6:47  p.m.

Purim - Sunday, Feb. 28.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 6:00  p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, March 5 at 6:00 p.m.

Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the week

- Ki Teesa. Parshat Parah. Mincha Service at 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat ends at 6:58 p.m,

Daily Mincha/Maariv services at  6:10 p.m .                   
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and every-

one is invited to attend.
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Synagogue times

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAM (Simon)
GREENFELD

who passed away
March 23, 1973

19 Days in Adar II, 5733
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
mother and Baba

MIRIAM
PFEFFER-
MACKLIS
who passed away

March 4, 2002
20 Days in Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her son,
grandchildren and loving
daughters-in-law.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
COLEMAN
STANILOFF

who passed away
March 27, 2003

24 Days in Adar II, 5763
—Greatly missed by your wife,
children, grandchildren, sister
and friends.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

MANUEL
THOMPSON

who passed away
March 25, 2003

21 Days in Adar II
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by his children
and grandchildren.

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father & zaide
ZEEV "VOLVI"

WEISZNER
who passed away

March 8, 1997
29 Days in Adar I, 5757

Forever in our hearts.
— Always remembered &
dearly missed by his loving
wife, children, grandchildren
& great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ROSE YAKIR

who passed away
February 23, 2003
21 Days in Adar I

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

Purim-what is the meaning of the name?

In loving memory of
RALPH

HAMOVICH
who passed away

February 24, 2008
18 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

SYNAGOGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

(Cont. on page 31. See “Torah Comment”.)

Purim truly stands apart from all other holidays. It is the
only holiday that was celebrated while Jews were not

free but remained under the rule of a foreign king. Their
survival remained precarious, subject to the whims of a

powerful but rash monarch. 



30 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, February 24, 2010

Winnipeg arts critic visits Israel:

International Exposure 2009

Israel arts scene

Tel Aviv,
Israel 
By HOLLY
HARRIS 

H o l l y
Harris is a
Winnipeg-
based arts
critic and
music ian
who also
has a keen
interest in
photography. She is currently a
contributing writer for Uptown
Magazine and Dance International,
and a classical music reviewer for
The Winnipeg Free Press and
Opera Canada.

Many people, if lucky, have an
opportunity at some point in their
lives to travel to Israel. I recently
had the good fortune of attending
Israel’s International Exposure 2009
held in Tel Aviv-Jaffa, December 5 –
13, where we given a rare - and eye
popping – insiders’ look at Israeli
culture. 

International Exposure is an
annual event that features Israeli
theatre, music and dance for a
global audience. This year’s show-
case also celebrated the 20th

anniversary of the internationally
recognized Suzanne Dellal Centre
for Dance and Theatre. Over 150
participants - mostly producers and
presenters – from 32 countries
flocked to the cosmopolitan city for
the weeklong spectacle, co-spon-
sored by the Israeli Ministries of
Foreign Affairs, and Science,
Culture and Sport.

I had been invited to join the
Globe and Mail’s senior dance crit-
ic Paula Citron as part of a seven-
member Canadian delegation that
also included Evelyn Tauben,
Director of Exhibitions and
Programs for Toronto’s Koffler
Centre for the Arts and Chris
Lorway, artistic director of Toronto’s
wildly successful Luminato festival.
Our diverse backgrounds ensured
lively discussion from many differ-
ent perspectives, including my own
as an independent dance writer for
Dance International and Uptown
magazine that augments my usual
classical music beat for The
Winnipeg Free Press.

Every morning the van would
pick us up from our avant-garde
ART + Hotel on Ben Yehuda Street
to shuttle us between theatres for
the day’s roster of shows. We
would usually return past midnight,
exhausted but inspired by what we
had seen. Highlights included the
legendary Habima National
Theatre’s A Day in May set on the
threshold of the Six Day War, as
well the Cameri Theatre’s brilliant,
award-winning Hamlet that clever-
ly wove an Israeli military theme
throughout its war-torn tale. We
were treated to many visual/object
theatre productions at the commu-
nity-based Tmuna Theatre that used
puppets, mime, dance, and

film/video footage to tell their sto-
ries. A wonderfully theatrical pre-
sentation of Stones, billed as “a
journey within spirits and memo-
ries,” and inspired by Nathan
Rapoport’s Warsaw Ghetto
Uprising monument became a per-
sonal favorite where six cloaked
actors coated in Dead Sea clay
“magically” came to life. 

IE 2009 also featured gritty shows
like the Arab-Hebrew Theatre of
Jaffa’s Quiet and an independently
produced Janana (“Flip Out”) that
cast both Jewish and Arab actors.
We saw many incredible dance
productions as well, from Barak
Marshall’s Rooster with its eclectic
fusion of klezmer, grand opera and
stylish hot jazz to Inbal
Pinto/Avshalom Pollak’s watery
Trout. Another highlight was seeing
the unique Kibbutz Contemporary
Dance Company, world renowned
for its company members living
and dancing together as one,
organic body at Northern Israel’s
Kibbutz Ga’aton.

Over the course of that whirl-
wind week – and 50 plus shows
later – it quickly became clear that
we were all struggling to define
Israeli culture for ourselves. The
sheer diversity of artistic voices
assured that - not surprisingly - we
never did come up with any defin-
itive answers as we grappled with a
myriad of aesthetic complexity and
political realities as expressed
through art: How do you possibly
begin to define Israeli culture? How
do you get the word out – and pro-
duce these artists outside of Israel -
when resources are slim? How do
you balance so many vibrantly rich,
complex and distinct elements into
a cohesive, artistic expression? 

I decided to ask Tomer Cohen,
general manager of EVE
(Association of Independent Theatre
Creators in Israel) for his perspective. 

“I don’t know if anyone can really
define it because most of our people
are immigrants,” he explained, stat-
ing that Israel’s status as a “melting
pot” also extends to its cultural iden-
tity. “You can’t find one show or
dance that you can say is Israeli cul-
ture… there are a lot of different
shades.” 

Only a few short months later, I
am still digesting International
Exposure 2009 while at the same
time deeply appreciative of the
invaluable opportunity given to me.
Although I have previously been to
Israel as a tourist, IE 2009 proved to
be an entirely different experience
that allowed us to actually step
inside the culture and see it from the
other side. While it may take a life-
time to fully grasp the depth and
breadth of all the issues, IE 2009 was
an important first step. 

“This is not just entertainment, but
a way to promote dialogue, debate
and passionate discussion,” stated
Yair Vardi, director of the Suzanne
Dellal Centre on opening night. 

Of that much, I am certain. 

Suzanne Dellal Dance Centre for Dance and Theatre.

Mana (choreography by Noa Wertheim, Vertigo Dance Company).

Rooster (choreography by Barak Marshall).

Trout (Inbal Pinto/Avshalom Pollak Dance Company).



By MYRON LOVE

It’s almost that time of year again. That’s
right. For the sixth year in a row, Israel
Apartheid week will be coming to campuses
across North America (but not, thankfully to
any university campuses in Manitoba to my
knowledge) and around the world in the first
week of March.

Anyone who believes that Israel practices
Apartheid is either woefully ill-informed
when it comes to history or is knowingly
lying. I have to think that in the Western
world, the problem is the former. After all, it
has been nearly 20 years since Apartheid was
dismantled in South Africa, its birthplace.
University students are almost all too young
to remember what Apartheid was. It is not
something, after all, that would be taught in
history classes anywhere outside of South
Africa (other than possibly a brief mention).

Apartheid was a system of RACIAL segrega-
tion which was established by the govern-
ment of South Africa to ensure rule by white
citizens of the country. The government of
South Africa separated its population into
four categories. The whites, the coloureds
(mixed race people living in the area of Cape
Town) and the Indians (immigrants from
India) each had their own separate parlia-
ment, as well as separate neighbourhoods,
schools, hospitals, restaurants – you get the
picture.

The original black population was denied
representation of any kind. Black servants
needed special temporary resident permits to
live in white neighbourhoods. They were
housed in dormitories and were not allowed
to bring family members with them.
Naturally, they were otherwise completely
segregated from the other populations.

Every South African had to carry with him
or her an identity document listing his or her
race.

In the 1960s, with the black population
growing rapidly, the government of South
Africa took Apartheid one step further to try

to continue its whites-only rule. The govern-
ment created tribal homelands – similar to
Canadian and American aboriginal reserva-
tions. The idea was that all blacks in South
Africa would become citizens of one of these
homelands, thereby freeing the South African
government from having to consider recog-
nizing any black South Africans as citizens of
South Africa with the rights that that might
entail.

The only other part of the world where that
kind of strict racial separation was practised
was the United States where segregation was
a fact of life for blacks throughout the South
for almost 100 years.

So how does Apartheid apply to Israel?
Well, it doesn’t.

First of all, as most readers, I am sure, are
aware, the population of Israel is made up of
people of all races, ethnic groups and reli-
gious belief, all of whom enjoy the full bene-
fits of citizenship. Certainly there is inequali-
ty – as there is in most countries. 

Second, Judaism is defined by shared reli-
gious beliefs and practice, not by skin colour.
The same goes for Islam.

Yes, there are many communities in Israel
that are entirely Jewish or entirely Arab (some
of which are largely Christian). There are also
communities in Manitoba where most or all
of the population is English or French, Metis
or Mennonite. There are also cities in Israel
with mixed Jewish and Moslem populations.

Also, Israeli Arabs do not face any legal
restrictions. They are represented in the
Knesset. They attend Israeli universities along-
side Jewish students. They are treated in the
same hospitals as Jewish patients by Arab and
Jewish doctors and nurses.

Israeli Arabs receive equal treatment in the
courts.

Bedouin, Druse
and Christian Arabs
proudly serve in the
Israeli army.

So where is this
Apartheid?

Ah, but critic of Israel will say that by deny-
ing the Palestinians on the West Bank all of
the West Bank and by building a defensive
wall (see the last issue of the Post) dividing
part of Israel from the West Bank Palestinian
Arabs, Israel is creating “Bantustands” similar
to South Africa’s tribal homelands. Hogwash.

South Africa was trying to deprive Blacks of
South African citizenship. The Palestinians
living under the authority of the Palestinian
Authority have never been Israeli citizens and
don’t want to be. This isn’t Apartheid. It is a
matter of negotiating borders.

While Israel does put roadblocks in the path
of the small number of West Back Arabs who
try to move into Israel proper (generally to get
married), this is small potatoes compared to
how Palestinians are being treated and have
been treated by their fellow Arabs. 

Iraq and Kuwait expelled all of their
Palestinian populations for supporting
Saddam Hussein. Where was the outcry from
Palestinian supporters in the West?

Jordan recently revoked Jordanian citizen-
ship for 3,000 Palestinians resident in Jordan.
Where is the outcry from Palestinian support-
ers in the West?

In Lebanon, Palestinians are not allowed to
live outside their refugee camps nor work in
most occupations in Lebanon. Now that is
closer to Apartheid than anything that hap-
pens in Israel. Where is the outcry from
Palestinian supporters in the West?

Perhaps those supporters were too lazy to
investigate Palestinian life elsewhere. Maybe
they don’t really care about the Palestinians
anyway.

One has to conclude that Israeli Apartheid
Week is just another name for Anti-Semitism.
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R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through us and

receive Air Miles

Esther Weinstein
Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: wein@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

We provide elderly care,
childcare, homecare,

housecleaning & laundry
Call 586-9337

SENIORS HOME CARE
Advertise  in

The Jewish Post &
News

Call 694-3332
for information.

es us about surviving even in
times when we do not openly
see the hand of G-d.

One can read the story of
Purim and forget that underneath
the drama there is someone
pulling the strings. Even in exile,
when it seems that life is a kind
of lottery and all depends on
sheer luck, even then the hand of
G-d guides events behind the
scenes. So the word Purim, pre-
cisely because it is the original
Persian word for lots, expresses
how even in the depth of that
horrible situation Jews were able
to survive.

The Talmud relates that Haman
was elated when he discovered
that the month of Adar, when he
planned to annihilate the Jews,
was the month in which Moses
had passed away. Haman
thought that it was a lucky month
to attack the Jews. What he did
not know, was that Moses was
born on the very same day that

he later passed away. The month
of Adar has therefore the power
of transformation, of turning
around calamity into a blessing.
The Megillah tells us that miracle
of Purim transformed the month
of Adar from the horror of
Haman into the happiest month
of all.

Usually we expect Jewish life
to be safe within the boundaries
of Geula, of Jewish indepen-
dence. Purim went beyond those
boundaries; it demonstrated that
Jews can survive within Galut
(Exile). That is why the joy of
Purim exceeds that of all other
holidays.  During all other holi-
days, Jews have a festive meal
with their own families, some-
times with a few guests. On
Purim it is a Mitzvah for every
single Jew to send gifts of food to
other Jews (Shallach Manot)
besides charity to the poor. That
is because the joy of Purim is so
intense that one cannot contain
the emotion within and needs to
share the celebration with others.
The joy of Purim is boundless.

Torah Comment
(Cont. from page 29.)

Accusation of apartheid practice against Israel displays
ignorance or mendacity of accusers

Comment
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