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Big reunion of Winnipeggers and former
Winnipeggers planned for Palm Springs this month

By BERNIE
BELLAN

If you’re one
of our many
s u b s c r i b e r s
reading this
while you’re
down south –
or you’re still
planning on
heading down
to California
or Arizona,
this story
might be of par-
ticular interest.

The weekend of February 19-21 promises to
be momentous for at least 70 Winnipeggers
and former Winnipeggers who will be gather-
ing in Palm Springs for a reunion of +70 year-
olds, although it originally began as a birthday
celebration for some Winnipeggers and former
Winnipeggers who are all turning 75 this year. 

We were informed of the coming reunion by
well-known Winnipegger Dick Rothberg
(a.k.a. Richard), who happened to be calling
our office to renew his subscription. During
the course of our conversation Rothberg men-
tioned that there was something that was going
to be happening in Palm Springs that might be
of some interest.

When he explained that at least 70
Winnipeggers and former Winnipeggers were
going to be getting together for a three-day
reunion toward the end of February, I said that

I loved stories like that – and so did many of
our readers.

As a matter of fact, I said to Dick Rothberg,
it was two years ago to the month that a group
of Winnipeg women (including former
Winnipeggers) got together in Phoenix to cel-
ebrate their 73rd birthdays. Evelyn Hecht
wrote a terrific story about that reunion for
our April 16, 2014 issue (which can still be
read in the archives section of our website).

While this month’s upcoming reunion con-
sists of some activities which required prior
registration, anyone who is in the Palm
Springs area on Friday, February 19 might be
particularly interested in attending Friday
night services at Temple Sinai, located at
73251 Hovley Ln W (at Portola), beginning at
7:30 (There will also be an Oneg Shabbat fol-

By BERNIE BELLAN
A recent statement by Liberal

External Affairs Minister Stephan
Dion about recent “violence and
incitement” in Israel and the West
Bank has caused concern to Shimon
Fogel, CEO of CIJA (The Centre for
Israel and Jewish Affairs).

In a statement issued on Sunday,
January 24, Dion said: “As a stead-
fast ally and friend to Israel, Canada
calls for all efforts to be made to
reduce violence and incitement and
to help build the conditions for a
return to the negotiating table.”

The next day in the House of
Commons two Conservative MPs,
Tony Clement and Peter Kent, crit-
icized Dion for not singling out
Hamas and the Palestinian Authority for inciting Palestinians in the series
of stabbings and car rammings that have been ongoing in Israel and the
West Bank since September of last year. Kent told the House of Commons
that Dion had issued an “outrageously vague expression of concern” that
ignored the incitement by Hamas and Palestinian Authority leaders to
attack Israelis.“For months now, we’ve seen a growing wave of deadly
attacks against Israelis by Palestinians, driven by the incitement of their
leaders,” said Kent.

On Thursday, January 28, Shimon Fogel issued a statement in which he
expressed his deep concern, not only over Dion’s statement and what Fogel
termed “confusing follow-up comments from his (Dion’s) staff about
’tough messages’ which were offered in response to subsequent media
inquiries”, he also criticized Prime Minister Trudeau’s statement on
International Holocaust Remembrance Day for having omitted any refer-
ence to Jews having perished during the Holocaust.

Fogel’s statement said: “A series of political sector developments this
week has triggered widespread—and understandable—concern within the

Jewish community about the
course being charted by the new
Liberal government.

“Foreign Minister Stéphane Dion
issued a statement that was uncom-
fortably vague in addressing the
issues of incitement and violence in
Israel. The concern with which
many greeted his statement was
exacerbated by confusing follow-
up comments from his staff about
’tough messages’ which were
offered in response to subsequent
media inquiries.

“Coincident with those develop-
ments, the Prime Minister’s Office
issued a statement in commemora-
tion of International Holocaust
Remembrance Day that omitted

explicit reference to the unique tragedy the Shoah represents for the Jewish
community, which many interpreted as an attempt to place a generic face
on this singular atrocity. All of this, added to the anxiety about Iran’s inter-
national rehabilitation and as yet ill-defined changes to Canadian policy on
Iran, made for a worrisome set of developments.”

Here is the complete text of Prime Minister Trudeau’s statement: “On this
day, we pay tribute to the memory of the millions of victims murdered dur-
ing the Holocaust. We honour those who survived atrocities at the hands of
the Nazi regime, and welcome their courageous stories of hope and perse-
verance.“The Holocaust is a stark reminder of the dangers and risks of
allowing hate, prejudice, and discrimination to spread unchallenged. It also
reminds us that silence must never be an option when humanity is threat-
ened.“As we pause to educate ourselves and our families on the bitter
lessons of the Holocaust, we also strengthen our resolve to work with
domestic and international partners to continue defending human rights and
condemning intolerance.”

SID
LACHTER

SUZANNE
GOLDEN

JOANNE and
DICK ROTHBERG

Continued on page 3. See “Reunion”.

The organizing committee

New Liberal government’s “evenhanded” approach to Israel and Palestinians 
worries CIJA CEO  Shimon Fogel
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Continued on page 5. See “Fogel”.

Simkin Care team works on
residents’ spiritual needs   

..........page 7

Lorne Raber and Claire
Walter now associated with
Larsen’s Memorials

............page 8

G r a y
Academy
art pro-
ject on
display in Jewish Heritage Centre
display cases

............page 2

Books by Jon Waldman and
David Perlmutter

.........page 6



Jewish landmarks through students’ eyes
By BERNIE 
BELLAN

In cooperation with
the Jewish Heritage
Centre of Western
Canada, students
from the Gray
Academy have
undertaken a project
which is currently
being showcased in
some of  the glass
display windows that
are used for JHCWC
projects from time to
time.

The idea for the
project came from
Gray Academy
Visual Arts instructor
Nancy Margolis, who
teaches art to students from kindergarten through Grade 12.

In Nancy’s words, “I wanted to show the High School Students a part of
Winnipeg that they may or may not have ever heard of, let alone draw.
There is so much beauty in architecture and the history behind it. 

“We are part of Gray Academy of Jewish Education. I want to build rela-
tionships and connections with our rich and vibrant Jewish Community. 

“This project is the first of many that I will be doing in art. From paint-
ing, to photography, and possibly murals around the city. There is so much
talent in our student body. I am so proud of what they have produced and
am honoured for these pieces to be displayed for all to admire.”

Underneath each of the students’ drawings visitors can also see pho-
tographs of the buildings that were the subjects of the drawings.

One of the drawings was done by Grade 10 student Noa Kaufman. The
inscription under her drawing of the former Jewish Orphanage (which was

located on the grounds of what
became the Rosh Pina
Synagogue, later Etz Chayim
Synagogue), reads in part:
“This is a painting of the Jewish orphanage. I chose this piece because I
imagined it full of children, laughing and playing and hoping that one day
they could find their parents or get adopted by loving people…I painted
this using watercolour pencils. My mom taught me a lot about how to use
them properly. She taught me how to blend them to achieve this Sepia
effect.”

Another project which Nancy Margolis has brought forward involved the
painting of small canvases by Grade 9 and 10 students. The canvases,
which all had a Shabbat motif, were packaged as gifts for Meals on Wheels
recipients when they were delivered their Shabbat Meals on Wheels
January 15 by the Jewish Federation.
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Gray Academy Visual 
Arts Instructor 

NANCY MARGOLIS
originator of the project

Gray Academy Grade 10 Student 
NOA KAUFMAN 

drew a painting of the Jewish orphanage

Another project created by Nancy
Margolis had Grade 9 and 10 stu-
dents paint small canvases with a
Shabbat motif that were given to
Meals on Wheels recipients with
their Shabbat meals on Jan. 15

Fred Douglas Lodge resident Dolly Winston celebrates 105th birthday
By MYRON LOVE

Last Friday, January 29th, Dolly Winston turned
105. To celebrate the occasion, the staff at the
Fred Douglas Lodge – where she has been living
for the past 16 months – threw her a party which
was attended by her family and several digni-
taries, including Mayor Brian Bowman and City
Councillor Mike Pagtakhan.

“The years have flown by,” says Winston, who
may be Winnipeg’s oldest Jewish resident.
“Thank God, I am still feeling pretty well.”

The birthday girl attributes her long life in part
to a lifetime of walking – starting as a teenager
walking from her home on Pritchard and Salter
across the Salter Bridge to work downtown – she
says that she couldn’t afford the five cent street-
car fare – and continuing in later life regularly
walking five or six times around Kildonan Park.
In more recent years, she would walk the halls at
Amber Meadow Retirement Home, where she was living until moving to
Fred Douglas.

The former Dolly Gaber was born in 1911 to Ben and Rachel Gaber, who
had come to Winnipeg from Kiev in the early 1900s. She left school
(William Whyte) at the age of 13 to go to work to help support the family.
For several years, she worked for W. Cohen, a furrier on Portage Avenue
across from the Bay. Her specialty was sewing the linings into the fur coats.

“I earned $7 a day,” she recalled.
She well remembers her first car ride. “My older brother Murray (she

also had two sisters, Sarah Koven and Goldie Nowensky, who have prede-
ceased her along with Murray), bought his first car. “We were all so excit-
ed,” she says. “We all piled into the back – three of us on each other’s laps
to go for a ride.”

Dolly met her husband Ben through work. He also worked in the fur
industry downtown. The couple got married in 1928.

“I was 17,” she says. “We eloped.”
The newlyweds first set up house in a basement suite in the Baltic

Apartments on Magnus. They later moved to a house on Atlantic Avenue
where they lived for many years.

As with most people in that era, the early married years were tough.
Money would have been tight -  and this was before modern appliances.
Dolly remembers washing clothes by boiling water on the wood stove and
using a scrub board to scrub the clothes over two kitchen chairs put back

together.
“It was exciting getting my first washing machine,” she says. “My two

boys were always getting their clothes black playing outside.”
Dolly and Ben were the parents of six children. Sadly, five have prede-

ceased Dolly. One daughter, Phyllis, passed away from pneumonia at 14
months. Arnold, Jack, Sheila and Bernice all suffered from cancer. The
Winstons’ only surviving daughter, Elaine Yukelis, is the youngest.

“My mother was 42 when I was born,” Yukelis says. “My mother was
pregnant when my oldest brother, Arnold, was getting married.”

Dolly Winston stopped working outside the home when she and Ben
began their family. Over the years though, she did piece work for Ben at
home. In later years, she helped out her daughter and son-in-law, Sheila and
Dan Mamott, at their candy store – The Candy Castle – in the Maples and
helped look after her grandchildren.

Dolly and Ben moved to Garden City in 1959 and later, in 1967, to a suite
at the Garden Towers. Ben passed away 18 years ago. Dolly moved into
Amber Meadow in 2008.

Although she is having problems with her vision and hearing and uses a
walker now, Dolly Winston’s mind is still pretty good. She participates as
much as she can in Fred Douglas Lodge activities. And her daughter Elaine
visits several times a week.

“I have no regrets,” she says. “I still feel good and I am happy at the Fred
Douglas Lodge. They treat me very well here.”

Birthday girl 105-year-old DOLLY WINSTON
with daughter, ELAINE YUKELIS

DOLLY WINSTON with l-r Mayor BRIAN
BOWMAN, her niece COOKIE SHAPERA
and City Councillor MIKE PAGTAKHAN
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Debating Free Speech and Political Satire 
Everyone has the following fundamental free-
doms:

(a) freedom of conscience and religion;
(b) freedom of thought, belief, opinion and

expression, including freedom of the press and
other media of communication;

(c) freedom of peaceful assembly; and
(d) freedom of association. (Fundamental

Freedoms in the CANADIAN CHARTER OF RIGHTS AND FREE-
DOMS)

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right
includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive
and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of
frontiers. (Article 19 Universal Declaration of Human Rights)

When it comes to free speech, Professor Joanne Boucher, who teaches in
the Department of Political Studies at the University of Winnipeg, would
err on the side of freedom of expression as far as possible– “fully recog-
nizing that this may upset some people and offend their deeply held reli-
gious views.”

Corey Shefman, a Human Rights Lawyer and former President of the
Manitoba Association for Rights and Liberties, says free speech shouldn’t
be an absolute right in Canada because “we live in a pluralistic society.”

Dale Cummings, a former award winning editorial cartoonist with the
Winnipeg Free Press, maintains you have “to take the lumpy stuff with the
good stuff” when exercising your right to free speech.

Boucher, Shefman and Cummings were the panelists at Debating Free
Speech and Political Speech in the Multipurpose Room at the Asper JCC
on January 18. The event, which was co-sponsored by the Jewish Heritage
Centre of Western Canada and the United Jewish People’s Order, attracted
about 50 people.

The discussion/debate was held in conjunction with the current display
(Goldberg Walkway, Asper Campus) of “left leaning” political satire car-
toons from the 1950s and 60s of Winnipeg raised Avrom Yanovsky (1911-
1979). That exhibit, which was also co-sponsored by the UJPO and the
JHC, runs until February 15, 2016.

“I think that there are a lot of deeply held and competing views,” Louise
Waldman, the event’s moderator, who works at the Canadian Museum for
Human Rights, said in an interview afterwards.

“One of the strengths (of such a forum) is that people with different views
come together and have this respectful discussion, which I really appreciated.”

Audience member Esther Dolgoy, though, found the evening rather con-
fusing.

“It was all over the place,” she said later.
But, she admitted that it was interesting to listen to other people’s opinions.
“This is a very complex subject, and it’s hard to cover such a broad range

of subjects,” offered Dr. Joel Kettner, a professor at the University of
Manitoba’s College of Medicine, as well as at the University of Winnipeg.

“I’m glad these events happen, and I was happy to be here. But, what
might have been better is if they (the organizers and presenters) had been
clearer on what the debate is about.”

Some of the panelists’ major points included:
Shefman: “Just because you have the right to do something doesn’t mean

you automatically should. What we say has consequences. When Nazi pro-
paganda told the Germans that Jews were the cause of Germany’s and the
world’s problems, that had consequences.

“Satire has a place in our discourse, but a cartoonist has a responsibility
as a person with a public platform to use that platform responsibly. It’s
about being responsible with one’s right.

“I thought the evening was worthwhile. I want to commend the organiz-
ers for bringing together such a diverse range of viewpoints.”

Boucher: “The discussion of political cartoons takes place most obvious-
ly in the context of two dramatic and violent attacks whose rationale was
offense taken at the publication of political cartoons.

“In the first instance, the publication of 12 cartoons whose subject was
the prophet Muhammed by the Danish newspaper, Jyllands-Posten in
September 2005. The second instance, cartoons published in the French
satirical magazine, Charlie Hebdo. In both cases, the cartoons were
deemed offensive on religious grounds; they were blasphemous for the
simple fact of the visual depiction of the Prophet Muhammad (prohibited
as such in some versions of Islam) and/or blasphemous for their disre-
spectful or ridiculous depictions of him. In both cases credible threats of
violence were issued and carried through resulting in great fear and exten-
sive loss of life.

“History provides endless examples of elites and self-appointed experts
and religious leaders who believe they have access to the truth not avail-
able to others.

“…the Western tradition of freedom of speech was hard won. This right
was won – primarily against the State and organized religion, the Catholic
Church, who had almost full control over any and all forms of expression–

the written word, artistic representations and practices. It would be tragic
to lose this right, hand it back to the State in the face of gruesome intimi-
dation and violence by self-appointed dictators in the form of Islamists. In
my view, this is an unacceptable response in a society – for all its flaws and
hypocrisies and tainted history – which attempts to be as open as possible.”

Cummings: “Generally speaking, at the Free Press, I had very little edi-
torial interference. (The late) John Dafoe (a former editorial page editor at
the WFP) said to an incoming editor, who asked, ‘What do we do with Dale
Cummings?’, ‘Cummings knows what his job is, and how to do it. You
don’t get a dog and then do your own barking.’”

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

lowing the service, Rothberg says, to
which attendees are asked to make a
small contribution.)

The planning for this reunion began
some time ago. According to Rothberg, it was primarily the idea of Sid
Lachter, a former Winnipegger who now resides in Tucson.

In addition to Lachter and Rothberg, other members of the planning
committee included Dick’s wife Joanne, and Suzanne Golden.

I contacted Lachter to find out more about the reunion and how it came
about. At it turns out, that women’s reunion in Phoenix two years ago
played an instrumental role in getting this year’s reunion going. Lachter
wrote: “You asked how people were contacted. A lot of it was by word of
mouth. There was also a helpful e-mail list from an all-ladies reunion that
Judy Linhart arranged in Phoenix two years or so ago and was kind
enough to pass along to me. “

Lachter went on to write: “Everyone on the list except for a few spous-
es is originally from Winnipeg, and about half still live there. The rest are
scattered across Canada and the Excited States in cities such as
Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto, San Francisco, various southern California
locations, Tucson, Phoenix, Minneapolis, New York, etc.

“I picked Palm Desert as the reunion location because most of the peo-
ple who will attend are already there anyhow or are happy to come for a
few days. A February reunion in Winnipeg would probably not have done
as well, and I say that with no disrespect to the city that I was born and
raised in and of which I have many fond memories. They do not include
February weather, though.”

Lachter sent me a list of who will be attending. While I recognized a
good many of the names, I took particular note of the fact that some of
the women who were at that Phoenix reunion will also be in Palm Springs
for this year’s reunion, including Sheila (Cookie) Billinghurst, Sharon
Glass, Judy Linhart, and Evita Smordin.

As far as other activities for the reunion are concerned, Rothberg said
that Saturday, February 20th will see a golf tournament starting in the
morning and sit-down dinner at the Desert Willows Golf Club in the
evening. (The golf tournament still has room for more registrants,
according to Lachter and, although the dinner later that evening is sold
out a wait list is being started in the event there are some cancellations.)

On Sunday there will be a brunch at the Manhattan Deli in Palm
Springs (on Highway 111). Again, because of the limited seating guests
must have pre-registered to be able to join the group.

But – if you’re at all interested in putting yourself on the wait list, you
can contact Sid Lachter at sidlachter@aol.com or 1-520-293-9023.

Given how many of our readers are snowbirds, I would suggest that
Winnipeg consider twinning with Palm Springs – and asking Palm
Springs merchants to accept the Canadian dollar at par. Hey, Greg
Selinger says he wants to relocate the railyards outside of Winnipeg.
Which idea do you think has a greater chance of being realized?

Participants in the panel discussion on free speech, sponsored by the
Jewish Heritage Centre and UJPO, and held January 18 (l-r):
Moderator LOUISE WALDMAN, University of Winnipeg Political
Studies Professor JOANNE BOUCHER, former Free Press editorial
cartoonist DALE CUMMINGS, and lawyer COREY SHEFMAN

Reunion
Continued from page 1.



For a change of pace, rather than focusing on
local issues in this column, I’ve decided to write
about the effect that the ongoing spate of attacks
by Palestinians on Israelis has had on tourism in
Israel.

It’s not easy to find reports of the disastrous
effect that those random attacks have had on the
tourist industry in Israel – for understandable
reasons. The Israeli government would be very

reluctant to concede that those attacks have had a crippling effect, not only
on the psyche of Israeli citizens, but on the willingness of foreigners to visit
Israel.

While data for the numbers of tourists to have visited Israel varies wide-
ly depending on the source (For instance, some sources include all visitors
to Israel, including people there on business), the Israeli government does
provide statistics on the number of tourists who have visited Israel which
indicate that the final four months of 2015 showed a precipitous decline in
tourism

Here are figures for the number of tourists to visit Israel from September
– December for the years 2012-2015 (in thousands), as supplied by the
Israeli Ministry of Tourism:

September October November December  Total
2012 235.9 298.3 223.4 195.1 952.7
2013 211.8 338.9 265.5 241.0 1057.2
2014* 179.5 275.9 219.2 203.4 878.0
2015 232.9 289.7 209.1 197.2 928.9

*2014 was the year Israel engaged in a seven-week war with Hamas dur-
ing the summer. Up until that war, Israel was on pace to receive a record
number of tourists. Again - in 2015, Israel was once again on pace to enjoy
a record tourist year - until the stabbings began in September. I don’t sup-
pose it does any good to note that tourism to the Palestinian territories has
also suffered a huge drop since September. In the logic of the Middle East
the worse conditions become, the more likely it is that fundamentalist Islam
will take root among Muslims so, while Palestinians can complain inces-
santly about Israeli repression, the truth is that economic progress for
Palestinians never seems to lead to an increased willingness to accept the
idea of peaceful coexistence with Israel among Palestinians. (Gee, I’m
beginning to sound more and more like Myron Love, aren’t I?)

The total number of tourists to visit Israel in all 12 months of 2015 was
2,799,500.

Contrast this with the record number of tourists to visit Israel in 2013,
which was 2,926,700. But, until those stabbings and car rammings began
in September, Israel was well on its way to receiving a record number of
tourists, something which was especially gratifying after the hit the entire
economy took as a result of the 2014 war with Hamas.

Still, while the overall numbers may be down, there are some interesting
aspects of the tourism trade in Israel that may offer some hope for the

future that I was able to
glean from another
table produced by
Israel’s Tourism
Ministry, and that is
where the tourists are
coming from.

Here were the leading
countries of origin for
tourists to Israel in
2015:
USA -  637,300
Russian Federation –
414,600
France – 300,100
United Kingdom –
197,900
Germany – 197,700
Ukraine – 138,000

Where was Canada
on the list? Only
66,700.  Compare that
with the number of
Canadian tourists to
visit Israel in 2013:
71,000.

What I find most fas-
cinating in these figures
is the number of
tourists from Russia
and Ukraine. While I
don’t know how many

of those tourists were Jewish or not, the fact is that Israel has become a
prime tourist destination for tourists from Eastern Europe. Flights to Israel
are cheap from Russia and Ukraine; a random check on Expedia showed
flights ranging from $440 - $500.

But, while there has been an upsurge in tourists from Eastern Europe –
especially since Turkey has become an increasingly dangerous place to
visit, I couldn’t help but notice what fantastic deals are available for
tourists from Western Europe. I was able to find a one-week package holi-
day including airfare from London and a week’s stay in a hotel in Eilat for
only $750 Cdn.

According to what I’ve been reading about the decline in the number of
tourists  who are visiting Israel these days, the pain is being felt almost
exclusively in Jerusalem. Eilat is receiving record numbers of tourists,
while Tel Aviv is doing about the same as it had in previous years. Other
tourist centres, such as Netanya and Herzliyah, have experienced slight
declines, but nothing major.

Still, it was an ad appearing in this week’s issue of our paper that made
me take stock of the current situation - an ad from an organization called
“Bet Halochem” (Home of the Soldier) advertising a mission to Israel.

“Mission to Israel?” I thought. That’s something you just don’t hear about
much these days. Last year there was a Jewish Federation Mission to Israel
– as there has been almost every year since I can remember. I haven’t heard
of one going this year, nor is there one that I’ve seen from the Canadian
Friends of the Hebrew University (which, in recent years, found itself
forced to include other destinations such as Italy, in addition to Israel, in
order to attract participants).

But, what if you just wanted to go to Israel on your own from Canada?
There are some terrific deals available. You could fly there (from Toronto)
and stay a week in a nice hotel in Tel Aviv for under $2,000, taxes includ-
ed. Or, if you just wanted to fly to Israel the prices for flights are extraor-
dinarily cheap these days. You can get a flight from Winnipeg to Tel Aviv
return for just a little over $1,000.

There is one other aspect to the tourist situation in Israel that bears repeat-
ing, which is the tremendously important role that Christian tourism plays.
According to Israel’s Ministry of Tourism 56% of tourists to Israel in 2014
were Christian. Christian tour groups have continued to go to Israel year
after year, even as Jewish tour groups have been declining in number. 

Until this past September Jerusalem remained the most popular tourist
destination in Israel by far, especially among Christian tourists. No doubt,
unless the random attacks perpetrated by Palestinians subside, it is hard to
imagine how Jerusalem can recapture that prominent position any time
soon.

Okay, so it’s probably too late to think of going to Israel on a winter hol-
iday.  I’ve been to Israel often before and I never tire of visiting that coun-
try (although the length of the flight does get to me). I admit though that
I’ve been to Jerusalem so many times (and lived there as a student), that I
don’t particularly fancy going there again anytime soon. But Tel Aviv?
Wow! That is one city that I never tire of visiting.

The fact though is that when it comes to taking a winter vacation, there
aren’t many Canadians who put Israel into their travel plans. 

There’s a reason that I put my article about the upcoming  Palm Springs
reunion of Winnipeggers and ex-Winnipeggers on page 1 of this issue:
Palm Springs (with a nod to Boca Raton) is now the winter capital for so
many Winnipeg Jews. 

But, with the Canadian dollar taking the hit that it’s taken these past cou-
ple of months, I wonder how many snowbirds might have reconsidered
their plans had they known they would be paying over 40¢ on the U.S. dol-
lar this winter? (I know that I cut short my planned holiday to the States
that we’re going to take this year.)

Like so many aspects to life these days, the requisite pilgrimage to Israel
is hardly a must-do for anyone who’s Jewish and under the age of 50. Sure,
all those kids going on the free Birthright trip are as eager as ever to take
advantage of that opportunity. But, when it comes to a follow up trip years
down the road – not likely for those Birthright participants.

I realize that the experience of going to Palm Springs, Florida,  or Mexico
is hardly the same as going to Israel, but for any of you who experience
guilt pangs over being able to lead a comfortable life in Canada without
having to experience the day to day concerns that our compatriots in Israel
do, why not consider a trip to Israel some time this year? I’ll always
remember the gratitude expressed by Israelis to those of us who flew to
Israel as part of a mission during the Gaza war in August 2014. 

Finally, while the Israeli government no doubt is reluctant to discuss the
toll that those random stabbings have taken on tourism, I thought it impor-
tant to raise the issue. You don’t have to be a supporter of the Israeli gov-
ernment nor do you have to be sympathetic to the continued occupation of
the West Bank to consider taking a trip to that country. Tourist dollars will
always be of immense importance to Israel. Unfortunately, not as many
Canadian Jews tend to hold the sense of obligation to visit that country as
was the case in years past. Perhaps if the violence subsides we’ll see a rever-
sal of that trend. The bargains in travelling there have never been better.

4 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Editorial/comment

Published every second Wednesday

Subscriptions in Canada
$43.67 per year

Subscriptions outside Canada 
$100.00 per year in  Cdn. funds 
or $75.00 per year in U.S. funds

Member of Jewish Telegraphic Agency, New York.

The Jewish Post & News is not responsible for the
kashrut of any products or establishments advertised
or publicized in this newspaper, or in inserts included
in this newspaper. Opinions expressed in letters to the
editor, or articles by contributing writers are not nec-
essarily endorsed by The Jewish Post & News.

The Jewish Post Ltd.
Publisher

Directors
Bernie Bellan
Myron Love

Reuben Potash

Publications
Agreement

No. 40047412

Postage paid at
Winnipeg

ISSN 0836-6063

Bernie Bellan
Editor

Office at 
1-620 Brock St.

Wpg. MB R3N 0Z4

Please send all mail
to above address

Phone: 204-694-3332

Fax:  204-694-3916

E-mail: 
jewishp@mts.net

By

BERNIE BELLAN

Short Takes



Wednesday, February 3, 2016, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   5

News briefs

Fogel went on to note, however, that the
Liberal government had been responsive to
the criticisms leveled against it, both for
seemingly equating Israeli and Palestinian

responsibility for the recent violence in Israel (which was initiated by
Palestinians and has seen continued stabbings by Palestinians), and for a
glaring omission of any reference to Jews in Prime Minister Trudeau’s
statement on the Holocaust.

“In both cases, the government was responsive,” Fogel wrote. “Minister
Dion issued explicit clarifications, which clearly and unambiguously laid
responsibility for the violence with Palestinians and flagged the role of
incitement in the wave of attacks over the last number of months. Prime
Minister Trudeau corrected any unintended impressions left by the initial
statement on Holocaust Remembrance by issuing a further comment that
addressed the issue of antisemitism in a direct and explicit way.”

(I happened to run into Jim Carr, Canada’s Natural Resources Minister,
on Saturday, January 30, and expressed my surprise that Trudeau would
have issued a statement on International Holocaust Remembrance Day

without mentioning Jews. Carr said that the statement that had been issued
was issued by mistake and that a different statement, which had been pre-
pared, should have been the one to be issued.)

Fogel added: “Would it have been better had both issues been properly
messaged in the first place? Of course! While it is clear that a more careful
and thoughtful initial effort would have avoided generating the angst
expressed by many within our community, the willingness of the
Government to correct the record—and the speed at which it did so—
should encourage us.”  

Fogel also expressed concernover Canada’s position vis-à-vis Iran, now
that Iran has signed a nuclear disarmament treaty and sanctions have been
lifted on that country. 

He said: “…we will have to work hard to ensure that the ‘constructive
engagement’ approach preferred by the Liberal government in pursuing its
relationship with Iran be conditioned by an appreciation for the continuing
role the regime in Teheran plays in supporting terrorism, its atrocious
domestic human rights record, its genocidal statements about Israel, and, of
course, its nuclear and ballistic missile ambitions.” 

Fogel
(Continued from page 1.)

Sanders: Bloomberg entry into race would 
prove my point on US politics

(JTA) – Democratic candidate
Sen. Bernie Sanders said it would
be “interesting” if former New
York Mayor Michael Bloomberg
entered the presidential race. 

“I think it would be very interest-
ing if Donald Trump became the
Republican candidate who is a
multi-billionaire, and Michael
Bloomberg became an independent
candidate who is a multi-billion-
aire,” Sanders, I-Vt., said Sunday
in an interview on “ABC News
This Week.” 

The New York Times on Saturday anonymously quoted aides and associ-
ates of Bloomberg, 73, a media magnate and three-term mayor, as saying
he saw an opening in case Trump and Sanders won the Republican and
Democratic nominations, respectively. 

Bloomberg’s entrance into the race, Sanders told anchor Martha Raddatz,
“will tell people what I have been saying for a long time is that this coun-
try is moving away from democracy to oligarchy that billionaires are the
people who are controlling our political life.” 

American democracy, Sanders said, is not supposed to be about a contest
between billionaires. 

“If that takes place, I am confident that we will win it,” he said. 
Also Sunday, Republican presidential front-runner Donald Trump said he

would welcome Bloomberg’s candidacy. 
“I would love to have Michael get into the race. I would personally like

to compete with Michael Bloomberg,” Trump told CBS’ “Face the Nation”
in a phone interview Sunday morning. 

Bloomberg said he would be willing to spend $1 billion of his own
money on a presidential run. He made his fortune, now valued at approxi-
mately $40 billion, from the media and financial data company he found-
ed, Bloomberg L.P. 

Clinton at Des Moines federation: 
‘America needs a strong and secure Israel’

DES MOINES, Iowa (JTA) –
Democratic presidential candidate
Hillary Clinton said the partnership
between the United States and
Israel must strengthen amid a surge
in global extremist terrorism. 

Speaking Monday before a crowd
of 150 at the Jewish Federation of
Des Moines, Clinton also insisted
that amiable relations between the
two countries “has to be under-
stood in our national interest.” 

“Israel needs a strong America by
its side, and America needs a strong
and secure Israel by our side – to have an Israel that remains a bastion of
stability and a core ally in a region of chaos,” Clinton said. 

Clinton’s 18-minute address, her first at a Jewish institution in Iowa, one
week before the caucuses here was disrupted by an early coughing fit that
left her voice hoarse for the bulk of the speech. 

The former senator and secretary of state also called on Palestinian lead-
ers to condemn the incitement to violence in the region, invoking the
American yeshiva student Ezra Schwartz, who was killed by a Palestinian
gunman last November. 

Clinton refrained, however, from condemning Palestinian leaders, insist-
ing that PLO Chairman Mahmoud Abbas “has never stopped cooperating
with Israel on security, even when there have been outbursts of terrorism.” 

Kerry: Some funds released under 
Iran deal will go to terrorism

WASHINGTON (JTA) –
Secretary of State John Kerry said
Iran would likely use some money
freed by the lifting of sanctions for
terrorism, but if it does, it will be
subject to separate sanctions. 

“I think that some of it will end
up in the hands of the IRGC or
other entities, some of which are
labeled terrorists,” Kerry said Jan.
21 at the World Economic Forum in
Davos, Switzerland, in an interview
by CNBC reported by The
Associated Press. The IRGC is an
acronym for the Iran Revolutionary Guards Corps. 

“You know, to some degree, I’m not going to sit here and tell you that
every component of that can be prevented,” he said. “But I can tell you this,
right now, we are not seeing the early delivery of funds going to that kind
of endeavor at this point in time.” 

The Obama administration lifted nuclear-related sanctions over the
weekend after U.N. inspectors confirmed Iran had complied with its oblig-
ations under the nuclear roll back for sanctions relief deal achieved last
year between Iran and six major powers. 

Kerry said IRGC and other terrorist groups would still be subject to sep-
arate sanctions should the new money be used toward attacks. 

“We have made it very clear that we use sanctions when we think they
are appropriate in order to counter behavior that we believe has broken the
law or has challenged the United Nations Security Council or threatened
the United States and we stand by our sanctions,” he said, referring to new
sanctions imposed on Iran this weekend because of its test launch of a bal-
listic missile. 

Testimony uncovered by accident offers new 
details on Nazi medical experiments

(JTA) – Newly discovered testimony provides brutal new details about
Nazi medical experiments on concentration camp prisoners, including
reportedly locking one man inside a glass cage with thousands of mosqui-
toes in order to infect him with malaria. 

An archivist recently stumbled upon an undated, three-page deposition
submitted by a Jewish survivor of several concentration camps while cata-
loging Jewish Agency files at the Central Zionist Archive, Haaretz report-
ed Monday. 

The deposition, believed to have been recorded in the early postwar peri-
od, is the testimony of Heinz Reimer, a Jewish survivor of Dachau,
Mauthausen and other camps. Reimer tells of undergoing Nazi hypother-
mia experiments at Dachau in which he and other prisoners were on multi-
ple occasions immersed in ice water and then in boiling water. 

Reimer reported that along with other tortures he endured in the camps,
he was purposely infected with various diseases by Nazi doctors in order to
test cures for them. 

In his testimony, Reimer names several Nazi doctors who experimented
on him and told of being infected with malaria and syphilis so the doctors
could then test various cures on him. 

Rather than infecting him with an injection, the doctors, Reimer testified
according to Haaretz, “locked me up every day for two hours in a glass
cage and I had to endure thousands of Anopheles mosquitoes on my body.” 

“Once I could no longer stand the pain I made an attempt of resistance
against the mosquitoes while I assumed that this would not be seen. But the
doctor, if you want to call this beast like this, saw my attempt of resistance
in the mirror. For this I received seven days of strict detention. But before
I was led away to the detention, I received 25 lashes with a leather bull-
whip.” 

MICHAEL BLOOMBERG

HILLARY CLINTON

JOHN KERRY



Sports fan/writer Jon Waldman scores with definitive Winnipeg Jets book
Everything a

Winnipeg Jets fan
needs to know about
his (or her) favourite
team can now be found
in one handy com-
pendium, which goes
under the title “100
Things Jets Fans
Should Know and Do

Before They Die”. You want to read about the
signing of Bobby Hull? The building of the MTS
Centre? Dancing Gabe? National anthem singers
Jennifer Hanson and Stacey Nattress? 

Those and much more are included in the new
257-page publication written by local author and
sports fan Jon Waldman in a smorgasborg style
that allows  the reader to pick and choose from
100 short pieces – none longer than four pages.

Waldman notes that his book came out in
October. “The book was on McNally Robinson’s
best seller list for 11 straight weeks and topped
the list for non-fiction for five weeks,” Waldman
reports. “It was McNally Robinson’s fourth best- selling book in 2015.”

The Jets book is Waldman’s fourth – all of
them sports related. His previous efforts include
“Slam! Wrestling: Shocking Stories from the
Square Circle”, “Got ‘Em, Need ‘Em: A Fan’s
Guide to Collecting the Top 100 Sports Cards of
All Time” and “He Shoots, He Saves: The Story
of Hockey’s Collectible Treasures”.

He has also contributed through the years to
magazines and newspapers as a columnist and
feature writer.

Currently the Marketing and Communications
Coordinator at Construction Safety Association
of Manitoba, Waldman says that it was Sheldon
Oberman, his journalism teacher at Joseph
Wolinsky Collegiate, who inspired him to pursue
a career in journalism. He subsequently acquired
a degree in journalism at Ryerson University in
Toronto.

His newest book was published by Triumph
Books as part of a series of similar books about
other NHL teams. “A buddy of mine in New
Jersey wrote a similar book about the New York
Rangers for Triumph,” Waldman says. “I got the
contact information from him and approached
Triumph. I signed the deal in August, 2014, and
was off and running.” 

He adds that it took him six months to com-
plete the first draft and added some updates last
spring with the playoff run. “It helped that I have
a good relationship with the True North Sports
and Entertainment people,” he notes. “I was also
able to reach out to a number of Jets alumni.”

Waldman also acknowledges the support of his
wife, Elana, while he worked many evenings and
weekends on the book. He adds that she was also
pregnant with their first child during much of the
time he was writing the book. (Kaia, to whom he
dedicates the book, was born in July.)

He reports that the book is also available in
Indigo and Costco stores in Winnipeg and the
Jets’ store and is being carried in some locations
in Calgary and Toronto.

While Waldman says that can’t reveal too
much about his next book, he does say it will be
a biography of a popular local athlete.

* * * * * 
Whereas Waldman has written

the definitive book on the Jets,
David Perlmutter has cast a much
wider net. In “America Toons In:
A History of Television
Animation”, the life-long fan of
animation has written the defini-
tive book on animation in North
American. It’s all there, in the
370-page book, from the earliest
days of animation in the movies
to the latest in television car-

toons. 
Perlmutter writes about the creative geniuses

who created the various characters as well as
analyzing the cartoon characters and themes.
Anyone who has ever enjoyed watching cartoons
will find that “America Toons In” will bring
back fond memories and provide you with new
insights.

Perlmutter is descended from the family that
used to own City Bread. He has been writing all
of his life – but only began writing seriously in
2006.

The author of three other books of short stories
has an M.A. in history from the Universities of
Winnipeg and Manitoba and a library technician
degree from Red River College. “I originally
wanted to get into television animation,” says
Perlmutter. “I tried to develop some characters
and pilots for series. The biggest drawback I
faced was that I am a writer, not a professional
artist.

“And I wanted to stay in Winnipeg.”
The history of animation in North America

was actually the basis for Perlmutter’s MA the-
sis. “I always felt that North America animation
never got the recognition that it deserved,” he
says. “I hope to get more people interested in this
genre and get more people talking about anima-
tion.”

He notes that he spent 10-15 years researching
the book. The official launch was just over a year
ago at McNally Robinson. The publisher is
McFarland & Company out of North Carolina.
McFarland, he says, publishes academic and
scholarly texts.

“McFarland sells a lot of its books to universi-
ties and libraries,” Perlmutter says. “I believe
that those are the places where “America Toons
In” will be in demand.”

Perlmutter’s next big project is going to be a
history of American rhythm and blues, another
of his passions. “I’m not interested in the scan-
dalous,” he says. “I am more interested in how
Barry Gordy, for example, created Motown and
his contributions to the development of popular
music.

“I am more interested in the art than the people
who created it. “Great movies, television, music
live on – if they are well preserved – long after
their creators are no longer here.”
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AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

JON WALDMAN
“The book was on McNally Robinson’s best
seller list for 11 straight weeks and topped the
list for non-fiction for five weeks.”

DAVID PERLMUTTER
“I always felt that North America animation
never got the recognition that it deserved.”
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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Simkin Centre team works on residents spiritual needs
By MYRON LOVE 

In his 13 years as spiritual leader at the Saul and Claribel Simkin Centre,
Rabbi Neal Rose introduced a number of innovations in an effort to make
services more accessible and meaningful to the Winnipeg Jewish seniors’
home’s Jewish residents. These included a shorter Shabbat and Yom Tov
liturgy, a mobile cart to carry shofars and other musical instruments to res-
idents’ rooms and a shorter tallit which wouldn’t get caught in the wheels
of wheelchairs.

Rabbi Rose left the Centre just over two years ago. Steven Hyman has
been leading Shabbat and Yom Tov services for many years. In 2013 the
Centre undertook a review of how to incorporate a Spiritual Health Care
Service Model to complement the religious programs already in place.

In 2014 The Simkin Centre Board established the new Spiritual Health
Department. The individuals who presently comprise the department are
Carla Kehler and Barb Findlay. Mary Ann Rosenbloom was also among the
original members of the department but retired at the end of December. All
are trained spiritual health professionals.

While Findlay and Kehler are both Jewish, Findlay notes that they are
able to address the spiritual needs of all of the Simkin Centre’s 199 resi-
dents – 30 % of whom are not Jewish. Kehler has the longest association
with the Simkin Centre. Her background includes experience in health
care, education, counselling and social services with a focus on special
needs and aging. She studied theology at the University of Winnipeg and is
also trained in spiritual health at Victoria General Hospital.

“In 2002, I was recruited by Rabbi Rose as a volunteer and then hired and
have been working in the department offering spiritual care for the past ten
years.”

Barb Findlay has a Master’s Degree in Social Work and taught in the fac-
ulty at the University of Manitoba for 30 years. After retirement in 2009,
she went back to university – the University of Winnipeg – to pursue Judaic
Studies through a Master’s Degree in theology. She came to the Simkin
Center in 2013 to complete her final clinical rotation in Spiritual Health
and was hired in the spring of 2014.

Mary Ann Rosenbloom is a nurse with experience in palliative care and
also has a degree in theology. “I graduated from the Clinical Pastoral Care
program at the University of Winnipeg, too,” she says. “It gave me a dif-
ferent perspective on healthcare and spirituality. I wanted to work with
seniors.” 

Rosenbloom points out that the Simkin Centre Spiritual Health
Department members deal with issues to do with loss or grieving, adjust-
ing to a new life in a personal care home, aging and facing death. 

Rosenbloom herself, for example, started a weekly Torah study program
which was well received. “I was going to different units,” she says. “Three
to six people usually participated. 

We would study and discuss the parsha of the week. We even had some
non-Jewish residents participating.”

For two years Findlay has facilitated a mutual aid support group, which
the residents have named “Young At Heart.” In this forum, more cogni-
tively able residents are guided in sharing common concerns of aging and
the related challenges to their perceptions of meaning and purpose in life.
Much of the programming is informed by the research of Winnipeg’s own
Dr. Harvey Chochinov, a world-renowned expert in the emotional and psy-
chological needs of aged and dying patients.

As well, the Spiritual Care Team works with all Simkin Centre staff in
supporting residents dealing with dementia – with a particular emphasis on
the issues that Shoah survivors struggle with in their declining years.

“We also support families and staff who are coping with end of life
issues, Findlay says, for example dealing with grief and loss.”

One new initiative for the Simkin Centre Spiritual Health Department
members is the No-One Dies Alone Program (NODA), which involves the
recruitment and training of volunteers to be with residents who are dying –
in their final days – and who may lack family supports or only have fami-
ly who live in other cities.

“We believe that no one should die alone,” Rosenbloom says. “Our vol-
unteers will – on a rotating basis - sit with residents who are dying, maybe
hold the resident’s hand, moisten her lips, play some music. And even if
there is family on hand, our volunteers can allow family members some
respite.”

Currently, Findlay reports, there are five volunteers from the community
who have recently completed their training for the new program –and a
second training session is scheduled for the spring.

Findlay notes that she and her colleagues are helped immensely in their
work by the support of Rabbis Alan Green, Larry Lander, Yitzchok
Charytan, Avroham Altein and Cantors Anibal Mass and Gerry Daien, as
well as Bill Weismann and Sid Halpern - who lead services. Family mem-
bers also sometimes facilitate services - none of which would be possible
without the ongoing support of volunteers who accompany residents need-
ing physical assistance.

Also popular with the residents are: Dave Diamond, who comes in
Tuesday mornings to perform old musical standards; Jane Enkin, who
leads a Yiddish song circle; and music therapist Cindy Bass.

Now, one very important fact that readers should know about the Simkin

Centre Spiritual Care Department is that it is entirely self funded and
department receives no funding from government. The department does
receive a grant from the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg to support High
Holiday Services, but it also depends on donations from the community.
Many families that have loved ones at the Centre are generous donors. Any
readers who wish to donate to Spiritual Care can contact Laurel Hogan at
laurel.hogan@sharonhome.mb.ca or (204) 589-9027.
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Larsen’s Memorials welcomes
Lorne Raber and Claire Walter

By BERNIE BELLAN
With the recent announcement that Eden Memorials is soon to cease

operations, many members of the Jewish community in Winnipeg might
have been left wondering where they should turn in the event they would
need the services of a Jewish memorialist.

We were recently informed that two individuals who had a longstand-
ing relationship with Eden Memorials are now associated with Larsen’s
Memorials, a firm that has been in the business of making headstones
since 1897. Those two individuals are: Lorne Raber, who was himself the
owner of Eden Memorials for a very long time; and Claire Walter, who
began working with Lorne and who continued working with the most
recent owner of that firm until recently.

In Lorne Raber’s
case, his familiarity
with the needs of indi-
viduals in the commu-
nity and his easygoing
manner were key to
the success he enjoyed
as owner of Eden
Memorials. 

Claire Walter’s name
may not be as familiar
to Winnipeggers, as
Claire, who is originally from South Africa, immigrated to Winnipeg
some years ago from Israel, where she had lived on Kibbutz Misgav Am
for several years.

Claire, who is fluent in Hebrew, should prove to be an invaluable addi-
tion to Larsen’s Memorials when it comes to dealing with Jewish cus-
tomers and helping them with deciding upon inscriptions for their head-
stones.

Larsen’s Memorials itself has a stellar reputation for quality and service
in the community at large. Larsen’s Memorials has created and installed
the highest quality memorials and granite works in the Winnipeg area and
surrounding region for over a century. 

Their staff’s experience in helping choose the proper memorial to
appropriately honour your loved one, together with Larsen’s ever-lasting
commitment to complete customer satisfaction has earned the trust of
generations of local families.

Employing a unique blend of old world craftsmanship with modern
memorial design and construction, you will have absolute confidence in
the products and services offered by Larsen’s Memorials Ltd.

Different varieties of granite require different methods of lettering in
order to be constructed properly. This knowledge and extra care is the
critical difference between a high quality, Larsen’s monument and one
which is less so. Visit the older sections of a cemetery and it is obvious
how properly lettered monuments remain prominent and easy to read.

You can visit the Larsen’s Memorials showroom at 1801 Notre Dame
Avenue to see for yourself the dedication and care that is put into every
headstone there. Lorne Raber is available by consultation only. Contact
him at lorneraber@gmail.com or call him at 204-291-3336. 
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Community newsTemple Shalom - February Activities
Wed Feb 3 1:30pm Health & Well Being Program: 

“China (from Bejing to Shanghai) 
presented by Mary Lou Milhausen

Thu Feb 4 6:30pm Intro to Judaism Course 
led by Rabbi Karen

Fri Feb 5 5:15pm Welcome to Shabbat for Children 
with Rabbi Karen

7:30pm Shabbat Service led by the 
Post Bnei-Mitzvah Group with 
Rabbi Soria & Janet Pelletier-Goetze

Sat Feb 6 10:00am Torah Study with Rabbi Soria 

12noon Yoga Shalom

4pm Pirkei Avot with Rabbi Soria

7 pm Havdallah & Adult Ed 
w Rabbi Soria: “Why do we pray, anyway?”

Sun Feb 7 12:30-2pm Post B’Mitzvah Discussion Group 
with Rabbi Karen

Mon Feb 8 6-7pm Continuing Course Read Hebrew 
with Ruth Livingston

Tue Feb 9 1pm Yoga Shalom on Tuesdays

7:30pm Lecture with Solly Dreman, 
The Psychological Impact of War & Terrorism: 
Coping and Minimizing Trauma. Refreshments.

Fri Feb 12 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by 
Phil Spevack & Isabel Cheer with 

Sat Feb 13 7:30pm Coffee House Concert “Those Guys”

Mon Feb 15 6 & 7pm Continuing Course Read Hebrew 
with Ruth Livingston 

Tue Feb 16 1pm Yoga Shalom on Tuesdays

Fri Feb 19 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by 
Justin Danyluk with Cantor Len

Sat Feb 20 12noon Yoga Shalom
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LORNE RABER and CLAIRE WALTER

Their staff’s experience in help-
ing choose the proper memorial

to appropriately honour your
loved one, together with

Larsen’s ever-lasting commit-
ment to complete customer sat-
isfaction has earned the trust of

generations of local families.



By BERNIE BELLAN
Is there a singer in the world who can excite audiences 50 and older more

than Barbra Streisand? But how would you react if you knew that Streisand
herself was a devoted fan of a singer who is about to perform here with the
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra?

The name Ann Hampton Callaway may not be well-known to most
Winnipeggers, but she has an impressive list of accomplishments – both as

a singer and as a songwriter. A Platinum award-winner herself, Callaway
will be performing in a musical tribute to Streisand on three dates:
February 12, 13, and 14.

In each of the concerts Callaway will be offering  “a loving musical por-
trait, putting a unique pop/jazz spin on unforgettable songs from Barbra’s
Broadway years to her film and pop tunes,” including some of Streisand’s
most memorable songs: Marvin Hamlisch’s “The Way We Were”,
“People”, and “Don’t Rain on My Parade”

Who is Ann Hampton Callaway? Her mother Shirley, herself an accom-
plished singer, would play the music of Gershwin and other famous com-
posers at the piano when Ann and her sister Liz were young children. As
Ann says of her childhood, “I didn’t know it at the time, but we were sort
of the Von Trapp family of Chicago.” 

“After a music teacher discovered her unusually mature soprano voice,
Ann was encouraged to study classically, honing the pitch-perfect control
and expressive three-octave range she is known for. While her voice teach-
ers suggested she could have a career in opera, Ann eventually realized that
she would be happier singing the music she most loved. Inspired by Ella
Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan, Frank Sinatra, Judy Garland, Joni Mitchell and
Stevie Wonder, she was fascinated by the challenge of drawing these
threads together into her own original singing style.”

In time, some of the songs that Ann Hampton Callaway wrote came to be
performed by Barbra Streisand herself. One of Callaway’s happiest
moments came when Streisand sang a tune composed by Callaway called
“I Dreamed of You” at Streisand’s own wedding to actor James Brolin.
Streisand only heard the song three hours before her wedding!

(You can watch a video of Callaway being interviewed about how she
came to introduce that song to Streisand and listen to Callaway herself singing
the song a capella, at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gjtJ6QSK98k.)

Also, for these concerts only there will be a special “Valentine’s
Package” – including champagne, starting from $99.

For ticket information call the WSO Box Office at 204-949-3999.
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204-949-3999
wso.ca/streisand

TICKETS
STARTING AT $25

 Valentine’s Special
Couples package with

champagne from $99

WSO to present Ann Hampton Callaway 
performing The Streisand Songbook Feb. 12 – 14

Journalist launches new book about
Holocaust survival at International

Holocaust Remembrance Day program
By MYRON LOVE 

The Canadian
Museum for Human
Rights was the venue
– on Wednesday,
January 27, - for the
launch of “I Am a
Victor”, award-win-
ning journalist Steve
Paikin’s biography of
Holocaust survivor
Mordechai Ronen – an
event which coincided
with International
H o l o c a u s t
Remembrance Day.

As Belle Jarniewski,
Chair of the Freeman
Family Foundation
Holocaust Education
Centre (a co-sponsor
of the book launch and
remembrance program
along with the CMHR), pointed out, the United Nations General
Assembly designated January 27, the day that the Russians liberated
Auschwitz, as a day of remembrance for the victims of the Holocaust.

“Auschwitz has become synonymous with the Nazi concentration and
death camps,” Jarniewski said. “The Nazis deported 1.3 million people to
Auschwitz. One million, one hundred thousand were murdered. About
one million were Jews. The others included Poles, Jehovahs Witnesses,
Roma, gay individuals, Soviet POWs and political prisoners from
throughout Europe.”

Mordechai Ronen was one of the lucky ones in that he survived
Auschwitz. 

“How anyone managed to survive depended on a combination of
strength, smarts and a lot of luck,” Paikin noted. “Mordechai was actual-
ly helped to survive Auschwitz by a couple of German soldiers.”

Paikin is the host of a long-running current affairs show on TVOntario
and the author of several other books. He has known the Ronen Family
for almost 35 years, but only began learning about Mordechai’s story of
survival in 1993 when he (Paikin) travelled to Poland to film a docu-
mentary on the Warsaw Ghetto uprising to commemorate the 50th

anniversary of that heroic Jewish stand.
“I was on a bus with Mordechai and his son, Moshe, going to

Auschwitz when I started asking Mordechai questions and he began
answering,” Paikin recalled. “Moshe Ronen was astounded because he
had never heard his father talk about his experiences in the Holocaust
before.”

Paikin noted that it is not unusual for Holocaust survivors to be reluc-
tant to talk about their survival. In some cases, he said, the experiences
were too painful. Or they didn’t want to burden their children.

In the late 1990s, Prime Minister Jean Chretien paid a visit to
Auschwitz and invited Mordechai Ronen to join him. 

(That left me wondering why the Prime Minister chose Ronen and why
the name was familiar. It was only after Paikin concluded his remarks
that I recognized the name. Mordechai Ronen’s son, Moshe, is one of the
more prominent members of the Jewish community in Canada. Currently
vice-president of the World Jewish Congress, he was the last national
chairman of the Canada-Israel Committee and, from 1998-2001, he was
the president of the Canadian Jewish Congress. He is also currently a
member of the board of directors of the Centre for Israel and Jewish
Affairs.)

It was during that visit to Auschwitz that Mordechai Ronen declared,

Author/journalist STEVE PAIKIN and
BELLE JARNIEWSKI

Continued on page 14. See “Steve Paikin”.
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Community news

The Rohr Jewish Learning
Institute (JLI) will present The
Jewish Course of Why, the insti-
tute’s new six-session winter 2016
course that will begin February 9,
2016.

Rabbi Shmuly Altein of
Chabad-Lubavitch will conduct
the six course sessions at 7:30 -
9:00 pm on Tuesday evenings at
the Jewish Learning Centre.

“No religion is known for its
rational basis and its welcoming
of questions and intellectual
debate quite like Judaism”
explained Rabbi Zalman Abraham
of JLI’s headquarters in Brooklyn.
“In preparing for the course, we
turned to over 30,000 people who
each submitted their biggest ques-
tions about Judaism. We then
selected the most popular among
them and addressed each one with
resonant insights from the greatest
minds in Jewish history.”

The Jewish Course of Why
spans a diverse range of topics,
from fun, light, and off-the-beat-
en-track questions, to more complex and controversial issues. Some of
the course’s 50 questions include: Why are there so many Jews in
Hollywood? Why do Jews eat gefilte fish and cholent and wish each
other mazal tov and l’chaim ? Why does the Bible sanctions slavery and
animal sacrifices? What is the cause of antisemitism? What does
Judaism say about Christianity and about the role of women in Jewish
life? In addition to the above, the course offers insight into mysterious
Jewish practices, strange biblical narratives, and enigmas of Jewish
identity.

“We’re excited to be offering this fun and dynamic learning experi-
ence here in Winnipeg,” said Rabbi Shmuly Altein, the local JLI instruc-
tor. “ The Jewish Course of Why gives our participants the opportunity

to expand their Jewish knowledge and intellectualize their Judaism by
exploring rational insights into the most intriguing questions that Jews
have today.”

Like all previous JLI programs, The Jewish Course of Why is
designed to appeal to people at all levels of Jewish knowledge, includ-
ing those without any prior experience or background in Jewish learn-
ing. All JLI courses are open to the public, and attendees need not be
affiliated with a particular synagogue, temple, or other house of wor-
ship.

Interested students may call 204-339-8737 
or visit ChabadWinnipeg.org for registration 

and other course-related information.

Why Do Jews
Say Mazel Tov
and L’Chaim?

The deep understanding that you will
acquire should greatly increase your

appreciation for the unending intellectual
quest that is a major part of Jewish life.

Why should you join The Jewish Course of Why?

LAWRENCE H. SCHIFFMAN, PHD
SKIRBALL DEPARTMENT OF HEBREW AND 

JUDAIC STUDIES; DIRECTOR OF THE
GLOBAL NETWORK FOR ADVANCED

RESEARCH IN JEWISH STUDIES, 
NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

MALCOLM HOENLEIN
EXECUTIVE VICE CHAIRMAN,

CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS OF
MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH

ORGANIZATIONS

RISA E. DICKSON, PHD

VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC 
AFFAIRS, UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII

EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

JONATHAN GREENBLATT

NATIONAL DIRECTOR AND CEO,
ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE

CHIEF RABBI WARREN GOLDSTEIN, PHD

CHIEF RABBI OF SOUTH AFRICA; 
AUTHOR, DEFENDING THE HUMAN SPIRIT: JEWISH

LAWʼS VISION FOR A MORAL SOCIETY

MICHAEL MEDVED
NATIONALLY 

SYNDICATED TALK 
RADIO HOST; 

AUTHOR, POLITICAL
COMMENTATOR AND

FILM CRITIC

RABBI BENJAMIN BLECH

PROFESSOR OF TALMUD, 
YESHIVA UNIVERSITY; AUTHOR OF THIRTEEN

BOOKS ON JUDAISM INCLUDING, THE
COMPLETE IDIOTʼS GUIDE TO
UNDERSTANDING JUDAISM

MOSES TAUGHT THAT THE GREATEST
PERPETUAL DANGERS TO THE

FUTURE OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE ARE
NOT WARS OR NATURAL DISASTERS,

BUT APATHY, INDIFFERENCE AND
IGNORANCE, THE RESPONSE LIES IN

THE JEWISH COURSE OF WHY.

THE JEWISH COURSE OF WHY PRESENTS THE
AWESOME INTELLECTUAL, PHILOSOPHICAL AND

SPIRITUAL DEPTH OF JUDAISM IN A 
REMARKABLY ACCESSIBLE WAY.

There was a time when the most asked
question by Jews who wanted to

strengthen their connection with G-d
was “How?” How to fulfill the laws of

Torah was the most important quest for
generations past untouched by the

Western mind-set of scientific inquiry
and secular doubt. That age is gone.

Todayʼs generation needs to know why.

INITIATIVES TO ELEVATE
JEWISH LITERACY, LIKE JLIʼS

THE JEWISH COURSE OF WHY,
ARE VITAL, NOT ONLY FOR

PERSONAL SPIRITUAL
GROWTH, BUT TO ENSURE

THAT JEWS HAVE THE
KNOWLEDGE AND MOTIVATION

TO ADDRESS TODAYʼS
CRITICAL CHALLENGES.

The Jewish Course of Why is an
excellent portal into the richness
and relevance of Jewish ritual,

belief, and practice that will leave
students eager for more in-depth
explorations of the topics – both

timely and timeless – that are
discussed.

The Jewish Course of Why encourages us
to wonder and to wander among multiple

perspectives on questions like: 
Why have Jews survived when many

other groups of people have disappeared? 
Why do we pray? 

Why does Judaism have so many laws
about food?The JLI course The Jewish Course of

Why is a journey into the depth and
beauty of Jewish thought and inquiry.
The absolute gem of a course is that
it leaves one not only with answers to

questions but also with a level of
cultural literacy that underscores the
importance of the core Jewish values

of curiosity and questioning.

This exciting and substantive
class will provide a more

fulfilling perspective, answering
the troubling questions that
many of us are reluctant to

even ask.

ALTIE KARPER
EDITORIAL DIRECTOR,

SCHOCKEN BOOKS

BETSY DOLGIN KATZ
FACULTY MEMBER, SPERTUS INSTITUTE 

FOR JEWISH LEARNING AND
LEADERSHIP; MEMBER, BOARD OF

DIRECTOR,THE COVENANT
FOUNDATION; AUTHOR, REINVENTING

ADULT JEWISH LEARNING

For information about registering for the course
call 204-339-8737 or visit ChabadWinnipeg.org



Wednesday, February 3, 2016, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   11

Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University
Of Manitoba.

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

We are seniors
Time to consider your investments

It’s a brand new year
(2016) and it’s time for
seniors to have an
investment check up. If
you have some extra
cash, why not invest in
a T.F.S.A (Tax Free
Savings Account), in
the amount of $5,500 in

the month of January, rather then December, so
that you can have a full year of tax sheltered inter-
est, or capital gain. (By the way, the previous
$10,000 limit  has been rolled back by our new
prime minister, Justin Trudeau.)

If you have a common stock portfolio, perhaps
it’s time for a realistic check-up.

Do your stocks pay a good dividend, say 2.50%
or more? Have you set up a chart where you have
kept track of the dividends paid on your stocks
over 2015? This way you will know whether your
stock has increased, or decreased its dividend from
the previous year.

What about capital gains? Have you recorded
what your stocks were worth in January 2015? If
one of your stocks has more than doubled in 2015,
would it be a good idea to cash in and take some
money off the top? Bear in mind that 50% of cap-
ital gains are taxable. This could be offset by 50%
of capital losses (if you have losers). Check with
your financial advisor. Look before you leap!

If you have bonds or G.I.C’s, have you recorded,
when they come due? Try doing this on your desk
or wall calendar. Have you any idea how you
would like to reinvest this new source of capital?
Are you aware of the after tax return on the
income from your invested capital? How does this
compare with the current rate of inflation? Are you
aware of what type of  investor you are? Are you
highly conservative? Moderately conservative? A
risk taker?

Let’s look at you wannabe self directed
investors! Before you buy a new common stock,
have you done enough research, or are you just
following a hot tip? Many of the banks have
sources that will help you in your research. Have
you taken any educational courses that will
explain what price/earnings ratio is, and how it can
measure the value of a stock that you are consid-
ering? Here is one tip that may be of value to you.
I call it due diligence. If you have a reference
source, consider the following:

1) The price earnings ratio (Set a maximum like
10, or 20)

2) The yield (look for 2.50% or more)
3) The earnings per share (is it paying out at least

50%?)
4) The dividend due date (If you buy now, it

could be an extra bonus.)
5) Is the current share price at its yearly high or

low?

There are many more considerations, such as:
volume of trade (Avoid thinly traded stocks; they
can be hard to sell in the future.); price fluctuations
(Is the price fairly steady or does it fluctuate wild-
ly?); and  minimum number of shares to purchase
(100 share lots are generally easier to sell if the
need arises.). You can set up your own template,
with your own guidelines.

What about stock markets? Are you totally
invested in the Canadian stock market? Should
you diversify? Have you considered the U.S. or
other foreign markets? The U.S. market is highly
volatile, but there could be a lot more action for
the risk takers. Is it a good time to invest now? If
you are going to jump off a cliff, it’s a good time
to have a parachute, e.g., have a guaranteed source
of income to meet your basic living expenses.

By

HARRY WARREN
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

MEMORIAMS WEEK OF
FEBRUARY  3

ELLIOT FEUER
Elliot Feuer died peace-

fully Jan. 2, 2016, at age
92. He was a loving hus-
band, father, grandfather
and great-grandfather.
Born in a Jewish farming
community near Hoffer,
SK, he was the son of
Oscar and Gittel, the old-
est of six brothers and
was very close to his Un-
cle Max and Auntie
Peppy. He and our late

beloved mother Faye, his wife of 61 years, farmed near
Ratcliffe, SK, until 1961 when they moved to Winni-
peg and operated grocery stores. Elliot later worked for
Sears until his retirement. He and Faye enjoyed many
happy times at the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre
where Elliot, known as “the Yiddisher Cowboy”, often
entertained. He spent his last years at the Simkin
Centre.

Our father was at core a Saskatchewan farmer and
that was the source of his strength and resilience. He
was known for his love of music — a precious gift he
gave to his children. His greatest joy was playing his
guitar and singing.

Our home was never empty as our parents loved
socializing with friends and extended family. They
enjoyed travel in Canada, the U.S. and Israel.

Elliot will be sadly missed by his children Ed (Linda),
Shelley (Steve) and Sherman, as well as grandchildren
Avital (Mike), Shira (Michael), Daniel (Jenna), Sarah,
Jasmine (Guy), Chanina (Yaniv), Avishai, seven great-
grandchildren and surviving brothers Charles (Geor-
gia) and Morris (Beryl). Funeral services were held at
Chesed Shel Emes led by Rabbi Larry Lander. Pall-
bearers were Brian Feuer, Jeremy Feuer, Steve Kasman,
Daniel Kasman, Murray Intrater and Ken Bass. Special
thanks to the staff on the Weinberg 1 unit of the Simkin
Centre for their care and kindness. Donations can be
made to the The Association for the Soldiers of Israel
- Canada, 1-800-433-6226.

JOAN CAROLE GORDON
It is with great sorrow

that the family of Joan
Gordon (nee Bercovitch)
announce her passing on
January 18th, one week
shy of her 84th birthday.

Left to cherish her
memory are: sons,
George (Timothy), Jack
of Toronto, daughter
Anna Saltzberg of Win-
nipeg, sister Jean Shnier
of Montreal, the father of
her children Walter
Saltzberg, and nieces
Myrna Shnier, Patrisha

Mclean, Penny Stern and their families. Family was
very important to Joan and she was very devoted to her
extended family of cousins whom she loved dearly.
Joan was predeceased by her parents Sophie (Harry)
Marder and Issac Bercovitch.

Joan will also be dearly missed by her closest friend
Esther Gotfried and many other friends who were
devoted to her until her final days.

Joan was a very unique kind, gentle and loving soul
with a heart of gold. She felt deeply for those who
suffered and would generously give of herself to help
build them up. She made everyone that she met feel
valued and special, especially with her personalized
hand written and typed notes and letters.

Joan was passionate about the arts, but writing was
her greatest passion of all. She published many articles,
children’s stories and poetry in books, journals and
newspapers. Joan’s poetry was recently published in a
book with the help of her niece Patrisha, giving Joan an
immense feeling of pride and joy. Joan loved to share
her gift of writing and helped so many students and
adults by tutoring and encouraging them. In her later
years Joan became a member of Toastmasters and
received many accolades and awards, including Toast-
master of the year from her local chapter.

Joan taught her children and others that it was okay
to be different in a world that encourages conformity.
She believed that everyone should have a passion for
something in this world and to feel it with every fibre
of their being. She taught the true meaning of kindness
and generosity, also to love unconditionally and with
intensity.

Her children are very grateful to their cousins, Gail
Fine, Lois Offerman , Maxine Zabenskie, and Esther
Hershfield, who visited mom often and always in-
cluded her in family holiday celebrations. They are
also grateful to their friend Karen Vickar who was
devoted to and like a daughter to their mother and
hosted the shiva at her home.

The family want to thank Joan’s companions, Evelyn
and Ann, for their loving care over the past few years.
They are also very grateful to the staff of the entire Saul
and Claribel Simkin Centre and especially all who
work and have worked on Simkin 1 for the exceptional
and loving care they gave their mother.

Funeral services took place at Etz Chaim Synagogue
on January 20, 2016 with interment at Rosh Pina
cemetery. Pallbearers were: Karen Vickar, Brent Vickar,
Ted Katz, Jonathan Fine, Zev Rumstein and Ron East.
Donations in Joan’s memory can be made to Manitoba
Schizophrenia Society or the Canadian Museum for
Human Rights.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LEONARD

MARCOE
who passed away
February 5, 2011

1 Day in Adar
— Deeply loved and sadly
missed by his daughter Valli
and grandson Jack, family and
friends.

In loving memory of

WILLIAM (BILL)

OMNITSKY
who passed away

February 10, 2005
1 Day in Adar

— Ever loved and remembered
by his family.

In Memoriam

HARRY ALEX VICKAR
Harry Alex Vickar

passed on January 9th,
2016 at age 92 years. He
is survived by Eve, Kerry,
Simone, Eric, Susan,
Michaela, Chloe and
Simba, as well as his sis-
ters-in-law Florence, Ann
and Gnessie, and ex-
tended family. He was
predeceased by his par-
ents, Sam and Gertrude,
brothers Edward, Nor-

man, Morris and Joe and sister-in-law, Marion.
Harry was born in Star City, Saskatchewan, the son

of pioneer farmers who had left Lithuania in the early
1900’s in search of political and religious freedom. His
agricultural roots in the Edenbridge Colony forged an
identity as a farmer which would remain for his life-
time. His education in the Faculty of Agriculture at the
University of Saskatchewan was foreshortened by the
necessity to return to the family farm as part of the war
effort. Harry established his initial career as a regis-
tered grain farmer prior to entering the automotive
industry as a partner with his brothers in Melfort,
Saskatchewan. Harry and Eve married in 1953 and
raised their family in Melfort, prior to moving to
Winnipeg in 1974. The relationships and experiences
with extended family and friends in Melfort continue to
be cherished by the family to this day.

In Winnipeg, Harry developed a successful business
partnership with his cousin Ike, together owning and
operating Pembina Dodge Chrysler and Nairn Nissan
Place. Harry served as founding and dealer principal of
the Nissan dealership; Ike served as dealer principal of
Pembina Dodge Chrysler. In business and in life,
relationship was of fundamental importance.

Amongst his many community involvements, Harry
served as President of the Melfort Agricultural Soci-
ety, President of the Carrot River Valley Boy Scout
District, was active with B’nai Brith, the Melfort
Curling Club, as well as the Kinsmen and Rotary
Clubs. Harry’s faith played a central role throughout
his life. He treasured his experiences worshipping wth
fellow congregants at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue.

Harry adored his wife Eve. His love for his family
and pride in their accomplishments was unsurpassed.
Skating, cycling, golf, and horseshoes were amongst
his favourite activities. An avid curler, Harry was an
accomplished skip, who could draw to the button under
pressure with astonishing ease. He was passionate
about animals throughout his lifetime, from his child-
hood pet pony Beauty, through the family’s succession
of beloved cats.

Harry was a gentleman. He was deeply loved and
will be truly missed. His sense of balance and apprecia-
tion for others will continue to serve as an inspiration
for his family and community.

The family would like to thank the wonderful team of
caregivers whose expert and loving care embraced
Harry over the last five years. Additionally, we would
like to thank Dr. Pravinsagar Mehta for his exceptional
care as well as the excellent staff at the Grace Hospital.
Donations to the Winnipeg Humane Society or an
animal shelter of choice gratefully accepted.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BERNARD

ATNIKOV
who passed away

February 14, 1980
28 Days in Shevat

Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our way.
Though absent you are ever
near.
Still missed, still loved and ever
dear.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children
and grandchildren, brother
and sister.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HARRY

DORDICK
who passed away

February 17, 1999
1 Day in Adar I

— Forever missed by your
wife, daughter, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK

NIMCHONOK
who passed away
February 5, 2000
30 days in Shevat

—Greatly missed by his loving
children, grandchildren,
sisters, family and dear
friends.

In loving memory of

MOLLY CLARICE

PITSCH
who passed away
February 1, 2000
25 Days in Shevat

Forever in our hearts and with
our spirits.
— Your daughters, grand-
children, sister, family and
friends.

16th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX

STRONGER
who passed away
February 2, 1957
1st Day in Adar

Your sense of humor and
poisitive attitude is kept alive
in your grandson, Michael,
named in your memory.
— Ever remembered by your
son Barry.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LAURIE

THOMPSON
who passed away

February 24, 2006
26 days in Shevat

Your passing saddened us
Your love and warmth embrace
us
Your smile and passionate
heart sustain us
— Forever loved and missed
by your wife, children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

ROSE ZENITH
who passed away
February 7, 2000

1 day in Adar

SAM ZENITH
who passed away

April 4, 2004
13 days in Nisan

Always in our thoughts. Forever in our hearts.
— Their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ELSIE

BORODITSKY
who passed away

February 18, 1975
7 Days in Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GERTIE

CHOCHINOV
who passed away

February 25, 2012
2 days in Adar

If tears could build a stairway,
and memories a lane
We would walk right up to Heaven
and bring you home again
— Forever loved and sadly missed
by your husband Labe, children
Aydel and Laurence and girls,
Bruce and Sheila and boys.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

— Lovingly remembered by your children, grandchildren, family
and friends.

RUBEN COHEN
who passed away
January 2, 2009
6 days in Tevet

ETTIE COHEN
who passed away
March 16, 2012
22 days in Adar

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

DR. JOSEPH H.

CRUST
who passed away

May 11, 1985
20 Days in Iyar

In Memoriam
31st Yahrzeit 5th Yahrzeit

DOROTHY

CRUST
who passed away

February 11, 2011
7 Days in Adar

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their loving  children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EVA GOOT
who passed away

February 18, 1991
4 Days in Adar 1

— Ever remembered by
grandchildren Francie and
Eric, Beverley and Bryan and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RAE HURTIG
who passed away
February 6, 1995
6 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children, family
and friends.

17th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK KAY
who passed away

February 24, 1999
8 Days in Adar

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his loving
wife Marge, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
CHANA

POLLOCK
who passed away

February 17, 2002
5 days in Adar

- Always remembered and
sadly missed by her nephews,
nieces, grandnephews and
grandnieces, great-
grandnephews and great-
grandnieces.
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Joanne SeiffIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

SALLY

(CHERNA)

SLOTNIKOV
who passed away
February 8, 1995
8 Days in Adar

— Always in our hearts and
lovingly remembered by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DANIEL

WATERMAN
who passed away

February 10, 2011
6 Days in Adar

Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
—  Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Rosalind,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

5th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MANNIE

WISEMAN
who passed away

February 18, 2002
6 days in Adar

— His remarkable nature,
strength and genuine
enthusiasm for life will
continue to guide the paths of
his wife Elaine, his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PHILIP KATZ
who passed away

March 6, 2014
5 days in Adar

—Forever loved, remembered
and missed by  his wife Fay-
Lynn, children Matthew, Cara
and Jonathan, Mother Esther,
Mother-in-law Toby, family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,

father and grandfather

MOONI

ROSENZWEIG
who passed away

March 1, 2001
6 days in Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Renee,
children and grandchildren.

Food, Farming and our Jewish identities
It’s hard to talk

about being Jewish
without someone
bringing up the topic
of Jewish food. It’s
also sometimes a
c r i n g e - w o r t h y
moment. The assump-
tions people make

(both Jews and non-Jews) about bagels or chick-
en soup can be strange. In a charitable tone, I
often just think of it as “reaching.” Turns out
that, sometimes, people rely on something they
know - eating, for instance, to cope with what
they do not know. (Like details about any kind of
Jewish practice.)

These food-related attempts at connection are
not something that only non-Jews do. If you’ve
interacted with diverse Jewish communities, you
know that being Jewish is not always equivalent
to liking bagels, lox, or herring. There are many
ways to eat Jewishly. Some of them (insert gasp
here) are not Ashkenazic or derived from
Eastern European food traditions at all. Jews
from Morocco or Iran or Ethiopia are no less
Jewish because their food traditions are differ-
ent.

This is relevant because in many Ashkenazic
communities, Jews weren’t farmers. Living in
urban shtetls, many weren’t able to farm or con-
nected to the land. Some people with this family
background feel no connection to farming, gar-
dening, or wondering about their food’s origins.

Both my husband and I have different family
stories. My husband’s paternal grandparents
were gardeners when he was growing up. They
grew tomatoes, zucchinis, and cucumbers in
their yard. His zayde grew up in a two-room
house in Poland… with his family’s milk cow...
in the house. (It helped keep them warm in the
winter time and they were poor, so they couldn’t
risk losing the cow.)

My great-grandmother ran a large chicken
farm in New Jersey. My mom, a kid from
Brooklyn, spent every summer on the farm.
When I was small, I visited my great-grand-

mother and what remained of the farm. What do
I remember most? The cool, dark, cinder block
room in the basement, lined with shelves, where
my great-grandmother had stored all her home-
made canned goods. 

As a kid, my mother made only strawberry
freezer jam, and my grandmother would help. I
now realize that my grandmother and great-
grandmother had long experience in those skills.
From stories, I learned that my great-grandmoth-
er fed a large family (well over a dozen people at
times) at her farmhouse table during the
Depression. She had a big garden, lots of eggs
and chickens, and she canned. Boy howdy, she
canned – she put up everything she could in
enormous quart jars. Her family built her a
whole storage room, and she filled it.

It should come as no surprise that when I’d
been married just a couple of years, I suddenly
felt seized by this urge to learn to can. I already
gardened some, I liked to make bread and make
things from scratch. Now, years later, even in the
most difficult times, you could probably find
some pickles, chutney or jam on my shelves. It’s
my version of fast food…if unexpected guests
are coming, I go to the basement, and we’ll have
enough extras on the table to feed everybody.

Why is this a Jewish topic? While Tu B’Shevat
happens here in Winnipeg in the dead of winter,
it is the traditionally Jewish time to plant a tree
and think of growing things. Even though it’s
snowing out, seed catalogues have been arriving
at our home. Despite a small garden and very
shady yard, my husband is poring over those
seed catalogs like we were planting 40 acres.
Summer is coming. Someday. (Sure, I can hear
you shrugging. So’s the Messiah…)

It’s also a great time, in the dead of winter, to
think about how you will eat come summer time.
Every winter we sign up for a CSA, a
Community Supported Agriculture program.
This enables us to get a weekly farm share. By
paying ahead, we help the farm buy seed. In
return, we get a share of their fruits and vegeta-
bles every week during the growing season. 

For those who don’t plan to be around town
every week this summer, you could still buy
locally by going to farmers’ markets, or shop-
ping at a grocery store that sources local pro-
duce. While our currency struggles, this will
save you money. It will also help you put money
back into our local economy. It’s also healthier;
just-harvested produce has more nutrition.

You might not be a foodie, or someone who
donates to Hazon, the Jewish sustainability
movement, or Adamah, which focuses on Jewish
farming. You don’t have to be. Historically
though, Jews were shepherds and farmers. We
worked the land. Zionists reminded shtetl Jews
of this when they educated the future kib-
butzniks, who then farmed in Eretz Yisrael.

Maybe this Tu B’shevat planted a seed?
Consider gardening, or joining a CSA, or buying
local produce. Make a connection to the Earth.
This Shabbat, we’ll read Mishpatim, Exodus
21:1-24:18, and it takes us right back to a time
when the rules included farm information: live-
stock ownership and the soil’s first fruits. You
might not plan to farm, or live with a cow, but
this winter, consider how growing and eating
local foods connects you to your Jewish food
roots. Dig deeper–and no matter where your
family came from, somebody in your family or
community once grew your Jewish food. Let’s
reconnect with it.

Joanne Seiff has twin sons and graduate
degrees in both Education and Religious
Studies. She works as a freelance writer, editor,
designer and educator. See more on her blog:
www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.

By

JOANNE SEIFF

according to Paikin, that we was not a vic-
tim of the Holocaust but – instead – a
“victor”.

It was about two years ago, Paikin said,
when he and the Ronens – father and son – came together to write “I Am
a Victor”. “We went through Mordechai’s story and all the frightening
details again and again,” the author said. “This is the story of an 11-year-
boy from rural Romania who was taken from his home – with his family
– shoved into a ghetto and then stuffed into a boxcar. He arrived in
Auschwitz with no clue what was going on. Most of his family perished.”

After the war, Ronen followed his father’s dying wish that he go to
Israel. He ended up alongside Menachem Begin on the Altalena trying to
smuggle guns into Israel for Begin’s Irgun. It was only Begin’s decision to
hand over the weapons to the rival (and dominant Haganah) that prevent-
ed internecine bloodshed.

Ronen subsequently enlisted in the IDF and did his share of fighting in
Israel’s wars before coming to Canada.

“Last year, Mordechai Ronen went back to Auschwitz for the last time
to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the liberation of the death camp,”
Paikin reported. “He was accompanied by Moshe and Moshe’s daughter,
Sari. Stephen Spielberg was also there. Mordechai approached Spielberg
and expressed what a honour it was to meet the director of “Schindler’s
List”. Spielberg said that the honour was his in meeting Mordechai.”

Ronen is now 83 and has dedicated the rest of his life to speaking out
about the Holocaust.

“This is a story that needs to be told over and over again,” Paikin said.
“It has to be retold to every generation to try to prevent any more
Holocausts.”

“We seek not only to remember the Holocaust,” added Belle Jarniewski
(herself a daughter of Holocaust survivors), “but also to look to the future
and apply the lessons that have been learned. There are new evils stalking
the world and new genocides taking place.

“We are happy to see that Canada has opened its doors to new refugees
whose homes have been destroyed and lives shattered.”

Steve Paikin
Continued from page 9.



Both Charlottes arrived and left satisfied
It struck me as somewhat of

a coincidence that on the third
week of January, my daughter-
in-law’s mother from
Burlington, Ontario flew into
town to visit our grandson
Emery, my son Kevin, and her
daughter Judi-Price-Rosen.

No, she’s not really into
sports, but she was a real sport

when she bought me lunch just prior to her departure on
the 19th day of the New Year. The legitimate sports fan
was her late husband, Sam Price, a great guy who, by
comparison, made me appear as a somewhat casual
observer of the sporting scene. 

Anyway, I digress. The oddity to which I alluded to
earlier was that the welcome guest from Eastern Canada
bears the first name of Charlotte.

It was also noteworthy that the farm team of the
Winnipeg Jets, the Manitoba Moose, was in town on the 16th and 17th of
the month hosting the American Hockey League Charlotte Checkers in a
two-game series. Well, as it turned out, the cry of the Moose was somewhat
feeble and the aforementioned Checkers forechecked the locals to a stand-
still, defeating Manitoba 3-2 in overtime on Saturday; the next day
Charlotte won again, polishing off the under-achieving Moose by a score
of 4-1 to drop their record to an unflattering 11-21-2-3. As matters now
stand, Manitoba has as much chance of making the AHL playoffs as I have
of being mistaken for actor George Clooney. 

Now, a second oddity, which might be of interest to hockey fans in won-
derful Winnipeg is that the aforementioned two victories by Charlotte were
spearheaded by a pair of Jewish players: 

The up and coming highly regarded goaltender DANIEL ALTSHULLER
allowed but two goals in the first game and only one other on the second
day, improving his won-lost record to 9-1-0, along with a goals-against-
average of .941.

As for offence, Charlotte forward ETHAN WEREK scored the winning
goal in overtime and, on the second day, added an insurance marker on the
power play to assure the win. 

Werek, who was a second-round pick of the New York Rangers (47th
overall) in the 2009 NHL Entry Draft is only 24 years old, and spent most
of his junior hockey career with the Kingston Frontenacs of the Ontario
Hockey League. 

The 6’ 2” and 200 pound Werek could score - as witnessed by his point-
a-game numbers of 86 goals and 93 assists in 170 games. 

There is, of course, no guarantee that if you are a prolific scorer when
you play at the junior level that you’ll similarly fill the net in the pros.
Witness one-time Western Hockey League scoring champion Nick Petan,
a second-round draft selection of the Jets, who is now labouring with the
Moose and is having a tough go if it in the AHL, too. 

Werek spent three seasons in the AHL with the Portland Pirates and part
of another with the Providence Bruin. In 235 games between 2011-2015 he
managed to blink the red light only 33 times. Now, those are the kinds of
numbers that will almost certainly guarantee you a lifetime minor-league
career at minimum wages. 

Well, just before Xmas, or should I say Chanukah, Ethan was picked up
by the Florida Everblades (not to be confused with the Everglades) of the
East Coast Hockey League which is, to be sure, a glaring demotion. 

Well, Werek worked his way back up to the AHL from the ECHL when,
in only 25 games he scored 12 goals and added 14 assists and showcased

his defensive game with a plus-17. 
So, Charlotte was impressed and

signed Ethan to a PT0 (player try out)
pact.  In 11 games Werek scored six goals
and an assist to go along with a plus-four
on the defence. Hmm, go figure. 

Now, let us examine another feel-good
circumstance, that of netminder Daniel
Altshuller. Being 6’3” and 205 lbs., he
covers a lot of net. The former Oshawa
General of the OHL was drafted in the
third round (69th overall) by the
Hurricanes. In three years with the
Generals, Altshuller played in 140
games, had a won-lost mark of 78-47, a

GAA of 2.80, and registered five shutouts. 
The 21-year-old represented Ontario at the World Under-17

Tournament in 2010 and earned a Gold Medal. At the 2011 Ivan
Hlinka Memorial Under-18 Tournament, he was the starting goal-

tender for Canada and once again captured gold. Daniel also won the F.W.
Dinty Moore trophy as the best rookie goalie in the OHL in 2011-12. The
following season saw him post the least goals against in one season with
the Generals. 

How close is Altshuller getting to the NHL? In late December, he was
recalled by the Hurricanes as a backup for a couple of games. That in itself
must have been the thrill of a lifetime; aside from getting to cash more
lucrative major league cheques on the bench. 

POST PATTER:
Jewish teen athletes encouraged to apply for 2016 JCC Maccabi Games
The Rady JCC is accepting applications from Jewish teen athletes aged

13-16 to take part in the 2016 JCC Maccabi Games in Columbus, Ohio July
24-29, 2016.

Teens and their parents are encouraged to attend an information night on
Wednesday, Feb. 10 at 7:30 p.m. at the Rady JCC.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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Bus.   204-339-6969
Fax.   204-339-2717
Res.   204-334-7086
hpk-cga@shaw.ca

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 BR, 2  BR and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
Includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.
Contact 204-453-5178
inquire@shindico.com

F O R  R E N T

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

204-925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

R E A L  E S TA T E

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Piano, Guitar, Violin, Flute,
Oboe, Voice & Theory Studio

Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 204-489-9048

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

M U S I C  L E S S O N S

Advertise  in
The Jewish Post &

News
Call 204-694-3332
for information.

Chartered Professional Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. Hons., MBA, CPA, CGA
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

DANIEL 
ALTSHULLER 

goaltender with the
Charlotte Checkers of

the AHL

ETHAN WEREK 
forward with the

Charlotte Checkers
of the AHL

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN



16 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Music ‘N’ Mavens
January 26-March 24

The 18th season of Music ‘N’ Mavens is off and running and The Rady JCC
is proud to present the city’s premier winter daytime concert and lecture
series. Producer Karla Berbrayer`s latest program features among others,
award winning author and songstress Martha Brooks, plus a behind the
scenes look at the career of the popular theatre and movie critic, Randall King.

Coming up on Thursday, February 4th, one of the Canadian Grand Masters
of the fiddle will hit the stage at the Berney Theatre. Manitoba is a hotbed for
Metis and French Canadian fiddling and one of the best, lives right here in
Winnipeg. Patti Kustorok is a three-time winner of the prestigious Canadian
Grand Masters Fiddling Championship. Joining Patti on stage will be her son
Alex. He‘s a four-time Manitoba provincial fiddle champion and has repre-
sented his province several times at the national level at the Canadian Grand
Masters. When these two fiddle around, your feet, heart and soul will take
notice.

What happens when three University of Manitoba Faculty of Music pro-
fessors, want to have fun? They put on a concert of course, that takes you on
a musical journey through classical pieces and jazzy highlights. On Tuesday,
February 9th, Wind and Song features Richard Gillis on trumpet, Allen
Harrington on saxophone and Laura Loewen on piano. It’s a program with
music by S. Bach and Aaron Copeland, some Broadway tunes and a few orig-
inal compositions by the professors. The humanitarian crisis caused by ISIS
in Syria and Iraq is changing the world as we know it. Another monumental
tragedy is the destruction of world renowned archeological sites, in the area
by ISIS. On Thursday, February 11, archeologist Dr. Haskel Greenfield will
present on behalf of Dr. Tina Greenfield, The Cradle Crumbles: Saving
Archeological Sites from ISIS in Iraq. In this lecture you will discover which
archeological treasures are at risk in the region and what‘s being done to pre-
vent more carnage from taking place.

Not a day goes by without a news story about the refugee crisis and the
arrival of so many in Canada and in our own community. On Tuesday,
February 16th, David Matas, international human rights, immigration and
refugee lawyer presents The Refugee Problem: What Should Canada Do?
His insight and far reaching knowledge of the situation will get you up to
speed with what the Canadian government is doing, what could be done and
its ramifications. 

Music ‘N’ Mavens runs until March 24th. Program time for all Rady JCC
events is 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. with one program scheduled on February 24th, at the
Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre at 1:00 p.m.

Costs are $7 for Rady JCC members, $11 for non-members. Lectures:
Silver collection at the door. Season concert passes are available by calling the
Rady JCC (204) 477-7510 www.radyjcc.com

World-changing Israeli technologies wow 
at global investor summit

By MAAYAN JAFFE-
HOFFMAN/JNS.org

You’re cruising along
the highway. Suddenly,
your car starts to sput-
ter, your engine grum-
bles, and your car
comes to a screeching
halt. The tow truck
drags the car to a local
auto mechanic.
Damage: $1,000. 

You have no idea
whether or not the
mechanic is trying to do
one over on you, but
you will soon, thanks to
a new Israeli innova-
tion.

Engie puts the car
owner in the driver’s
seat by providing a
special malfunction
reader that simply
plugs into your car to
assess the problem. It then transports the data on the malfunction via
Bluetooth technology to an app that offers more information on the dam-
age and helps determine how much the repair should cost. If you want (and
you’re in Israel), you can even get quotes from up to 100 mechanics in the
Tel Aviv area.

According to Yaron Cohen, vice president of R&D for Engie, there have
been more than 40,000 app downloads since the company launched its first
round of pilot testing 10 months ago. He said that more than 700 million
people get their cars repaired by mechanics each year, amassing costs of
more than $150 million. Engie, a start-up that just completed its first round
of funding, expects to be available in the U.S. within the next six months.

Cohen and his colleague, Ido Ozdoua, were among the 3,000 people
either presenting or learning about Israeli technologies—and the prospect
of investing in them—from Jan. 25-26 at the OurCrowd Global Investor
Summit. The event, which brought together technology leaders and inno-
vators from around the world to Jerusalem’s International Convention
Center, featured some of Israel’s hottest start-ups. The agenda was packed
with content, including talks by Jonathan Medved, founder and CEO of
OurCrowd, the leading global equity crowdfunding platform for accredit-
ed investors; Alan Boehme, chief technology officer, chief innovation offi-
cer, chief architect, and customer/commercial CIO for the Coca-Cola
Company; and Harel Kodesh, vice president and chief technology officer
for GE-Digital. A first-ever “crowd hackathon” offered some insight into
Israel’s ingenuity and creativity.

“It is amazing,” said United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) Economic Growth Officer Jarir Dirini, who attend-
ed the event. “But we expect to find it here.”

Then there’s freeD—“free dimensional video”—from Replay
Technologies, which is redefining what it means to watch and experience
sports. Founded in 2012, the technology is already installed in stadiums
around the world. It allows for immersive reality experiences for individu-
als using a smart screen, enables replays to be broadcast from different
views and angles within 60 seconds, and can also be leveraged for com-
mercial use. Already, freeD has seed-stage funding partnerships with with
Samsung, Sony, Facebook, Google, and others.

The next big thing in upright mobility, UpNRide from UpNRide
Robotics Ltd., is a new mobility solution for people bound to wheelchairs.
The device enables them to sit and stand whenever they want to, and in all
places—indoor and outdoor. The rider pushes a button to enable the stand-
ing position.

“They will be able to go up or down whenever any able-bodied person
does it,” Dr. Oren Tamari said, noting the unprecedented safety of the
device, which can maneuver on slopes and curves, and keeps the individ-
ual rider centered to avoid dizziness or falls.

The wheelchair has existed for centuries, and while its materials and
technology have changed slightly over time, it is still simply a chair with
four wheels. There are more than 8 million wheelchair users who suffer
from poor health due to their sedentary lifestyle. Their quality of life and
self-esteem suffers, and each person with a physical disability that rele-
gates them to a wheelchair incurs annual costs of $70,000-$120,000 for the
healthcare system. Enter UpNRide, which launched in 2014 and whose
team of inventors includes the brains behind ReWalk Robotics, another
Israeli venture—Tamari, Dr. Amit Goffer, and Dudi Haimovich. 

“It’s all about inclusion,” said Tamari. “We are changing the world.”

Dr. Oren Tamari presents UpNRide mobility
solution for people bound to wheelchairs at
the OurCrowd Global Investor Summit in
Jerusalem on Jan. 25. 

Credit: Maayan Jaffe-Hoffman.

Israeli technology


