
Spyer overview of new Middle East picture tour de force
By MYRON LOVE 

When it comes to Syria
and the current state of the
new Middle East, there are
few who know the realities
of the region better than
Jonathan Spyer. The senior
research fellow at the Global
Research in International
Affairs Center in Herzliya,
Israel, and a fellow at the
Middle East Forum has been
inside Syria with the rebels
at least three times over the
past 18 months.

On Wednesday, January
29, the journalist, Jerusalem
Post columnist and author of
The Transforming Fire: The
Rise of the Israel-Islamist
Conflict (Continuum, 2010)
and a columnist at the news-
paper outlined the current
situation in the region for an appreciative
Winnipeg audience at the Adult Lounge in
the Asper Jewish Community Campus.
(Spyer was in Winnipeg under the auspices
of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg.)

Under the heading, “New Threats, New
Opportunities: Israel in a Changing Middle
East”, Spyer began with a look back at the
region toward the end of 2010. Just before
popular uprisings shook the foundations of
much of the Arab world, the region was
divided by two blocs – a bloc led by Shia

Islamic Iran which
included Iran, Syria,
the new Shia-dominat-
ed government in Iraq,
the Shia Hezbollah
movement in Lebanon
and smaller groups fac-
ing off against a Sunni
group of countries –
Saudi Arabia and the
Gulf states, Egypt and
Jordan which were
allied with the United
States.

(The Shia-Sunni
chsim goes back to the
death of Mohammed,
the founder of Islam,
about 1400 years ago,
and the question of
succession. The major-
ity Sunnis follow the
leaders who succeed-

ed Mohammed. The Shia follow the path of
Ali, Mohammed’s son-in-law who claimed
to be his successor and was killed by the
other faction.)

In this confrontation, Israel was not direct-
ly involved but leaned toward the Sunni
side through peace treaties with Egypt and
Jordan and because Iran has for many years
been Israel’s most implacable enemy.

As Spyer noted, Israel and Iran (formerly

JONATHAN SPYER: “As a result
of the American withdrawal, the
former American client states
have begun acting on their own
in their own interests.”

By MYRON LOVE
Dr. Eitan Rubinstein has spent most of

his life tracking down viruses. But the
head of the Infectious Diseases Unit at
the University of Manitoba’s Department
of Internal Medicine has in the past had
a semi-secret side to him. And one of
those secrets was recently brought to
light by Israeli writer Yossi Melman in a
recent edition of the Jerusalem Report.

Almost thirty years ago, according to
Melman, Rubinstein was recruited to be
part of a team put together to capture Dr.
Josef Mengele, one of the most notorious
Nazis to have “gotten away”. The Angel
of Death (as Mengele was known at
Auschwitz) determined who would live
and who would die in the camps and
conducted medical experiments on
many of the prisoners.

In an interview with Rubinstein in his
office, the former Israeli paratrooper
acknowledges that he was employed by
the Mossad in various activities in his
younger days. It was during that time that Rubinstein met Mossad
operative Peter Zvi Malkin, a member of the team that captured
Adolph Eichmann, smuggled him out of Argentina and brought him to
Israel to stand trial for his crimes against the Jewish People and
humanity

In 1983, according to Yossi Melman, a lawyer in Paraguay named
Carlo told a visiting Dutch journalist that he knew where Mengele was
being hidden and would be prepared to reveal the location for a hefty
price. While the Mossad wasn’t interested in following up, Malkin, by
then retired and living in New York, was.

Malkin met with Carlos. The former Mossad agent put together an
off-the-book team of former Mossad people, former Israeli air force
pilots, a former special forces soldier and Rubinstein, who was
assigned the task of drugging Mengele once the group nabbed him
and watching over him during the flight to Israel. A Jewish business-
man in Panama agreed to underwrite the operation financially and

provide the plane.
“Peter Zvi Malkin and I were long time

friends and saw each other frequently,” says
Rubinstein who, at the time, was a
researcher in infectious diseases at the
Sheba Medical Center near Tel Aviv. “I went
along for the adventure and for revenge.”

The team was making its final prepara-
tions for the trip, Melman reported, when
Malkin received an anonymous tip that
Carlos was lying and that they were head-
ing into a trap. In true spy-story style,
Malkin broke into Carlos’ hotel room and
found evidence to confirm the tip.

“It’s a good thing that we aborted the mis-
sion,” Rubinstein says. “As it happens,
Mengele had died a few years before.” 

(Mengele had a stroke while swimming
off the coast of Brazil.) 

Rubinstein speculates that Mengele must
have had a lot of help to remain in hiding
for so long. “He moved around a lot in
South America,” Rubinstein says. “He had
different identities. He would have needed

a lot of help to help cover his tracks.”
As for Carlos, Melman (the author of the Jerusalem Report article)

notes that Malkin invited Carlos to a meeting in Paris a couple of
months after the aborted operation. The Paraguayan was never seen
again.

“I don’t know for sure,” Rubinstein says. “But I would like to think
that our guys took care of him.”

Rubinstein came to Winnipeg in 2005 to head a new HIV/AIDS
treatment program for Manitobans suffering from the disease. He
notes that in Western countries, HIV/AIDS is now a chronic condition.
In Africa and elsewhere, it is often still a fatal disease. 

He is also doing research treatments for anthrax and MRSA
(Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus Aureus), a bacterium that causes
infections in different parts of the body. And is tougher to treat than
most strains of staph because it’s resistant to some commonly used
antibiotics.

DR. EITAN RUBINSTEIN: “It’s a good thing that we
aborted the mission. As it happens, Mengele had
died a few years before.”
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known as Persia) had traditionally
enjoyed friendly relations. That came to
an end after the revolution in 1979 put
an Islamic clerical dictatorship in place.

It wasn’t so much enmity for Israel that caused the new Iran to change
course. Rather, that came about as a result of the new Iran’s ambition
to dominate the Arab World and especially the energy-rich Arabian
Peninsula. Being Shia and non-Arab, the Iranians needed a cause that
would win them favour in the Arab World and that cause, they felt,
was to declare against Israel and in favour of the Palestinians.

To that end, Iran created Hezbollah in southern Lebanon and armed
it to the teeth. Iran also armed and financially supported Hamas, the
extremist Palestinian Muslim Brotherhood faction (as well as other
extremist Palestinian groups) that rules in Gaza.

The inappropriately-named “Arab Spring” that has shaken the region
began in Tunisia early in 2011 and engulfed the governments of
Tunisia, Libya and Egypt in North Africa, Yemen in the Arabian
Peninsula and Syria. What all these countries had in common is that
they were ruled by military/nationalist/secular semi-dictatorships.

In each case, the Muslim Brotherhood – backed by the wealthy Gulf
kingdom of Qatar - strove to replace the toppled government with a
religious dictatorship as in Iran. In North Africa and Yemen, the gov-
ernments fell – in some cases with the support of their presumed allies
in the West. In the case of Syria, dictator Bashar Assad’s “friends”
sprang to his defence when, in the summer of 2012, it looked like he
was on the ropes.

“Iran went all in to support its man in Damascus,” Spyer noted. “The
Iranians mobilized all of their regional assets to keep Assad in power.
Hezbollah sent 10,000 men in. Iraqi Shia militias entered the fray. And
the Iraqi government facilitated the transfer of weapons and Iranian
advisors to Assad’s forces.”

The situation on the ground now is a stalemate with Assad’s regime
controlling about 40% of the country in the south and western coastal
plane; the rebels (who are increasingly being dominated by Sunni
extremists) controlling the north and east of the country; and the
Kurdish minority in control of their home area in the north east.

“Iran still leads a powerful Shia bloc because Iran showed that it
would go to great lengths to protect its friends,” Spyer says.

On the other hand, America demonstrated that it could no longer be
counted on. “When the Egyptian people took to the streets against
President Hosni Mubarak, long a loyal ally of America, the Americans
quickly dumped him,” Spyer said. “And the Americans showed no
concern when the Egyptian Moslem Brotherhood attempted to rush
through an Islamic constitution.”

Spyer noted that the Saudis and the United Arab Emirates quickly
stepped in to support the new Egyptian government after the coup
with recognition and billions of dollars while the Americans were still
tut-tutting the coup.

“There is no more American-led bloc of countries in the Middle
East,” he said. “As a result of the American withdrawal, the former
American client states have begun acting on their own in their own
interests.”

The major dynamic for the foreseeable future in the region is the

ongoing Shia-Sunni war raging in an arc ranging from the
Mediterranean Sea to Yemen, Spyer reported. He added the Gulf
Kingdom of Bahrain and eastern Saudi Arabia also have many Shia cit-
izens.

Spyer described Israel’s role in all of this as an outside observer. He
spoke of the need for Israel to maintain a strong defence – a form of
“Fortress Israel”. He also noted that some of the changes have been
beneficial to Israel. “The level of co-operation between Egypt and
Israel now is unprecedented,” he said, as both countries are faced
with the threat from the Muslim Brotherhood and other Muslim
extremist groups in Sinai and Gaza.

Following his formal presentation, Spyer took some questions. In
response to which American president began the U.S. withdrawal
from the Middle East, Spyer said that the withdrawal began during
George Bush’s presidency as a result of two poorly thought-out wars.
The high cost of those unsuccessful incursions as well as growing
American energy independence (thanks to fracking) has been a desire
on the part of most Americans not to  get involved in Middle East con-
flicts.

He was asked about Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s
popularity. “Netanyahu will soon be Israel’s longest-serving prime
minister,” Spyer noted. “He is not loved – or even well-liked by most
of the public – not even by some in his own party. He doesn’t inspire
people.

“On the other hand, the public doesn’t see any serious rivals. He has
kept the economy on track. There have been few terrorist attacks. He
has been cautious about sending Israeli youth into battle. He suits the
present Israeli society.”

Spyer doesn’t see any solution to the Israel-Palestinian conflict any
time soon. Both sides are too far apart, he said.

As for Iran producing nuclear weapons, he said that the bomb won’t
be for use against Israel but rather to bolster Iran’s efforts to dominate
its Gulf neighbours. The result of Iran going nuclear will be that Saudi
Arabia and other Sunni countries will quickly follow suit by buying
nuclear bombs from Pakistan.

“A nuclear arms race in the Middle East will be terrifying,” he said.

Jonathan Spyer
Continued from page 1.
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Netanyahu's office denies son dating non-Jewish woman
JERUSALEM (JTA) -

The son of
B e n j a m i n
Netanyahu is not
dating a non-Jewish
N o r w e g i a n
woman, an official
in the Israeli Prime
Minister's Office
reportedly told the
head of the
S e p h a r d i c
Orthodox Shas
party.

Israel's Channel
10 reported January 29 that the official told Aryeh Deri in a meeting
that Yair Netanyahu, 23, and Sandra Leikanger, 25, who both study
at the Interdisciplinary Center in Herzliya, only study together and
are not dating.

Deri publicly criticized the prime minister for his son's choice of
romantic involvement, saying on January 27 in an interview with
the haredi radio station Kol Barama, “Woe is us if it is true.”

“I try not to raise personal criticism, but if, heaven forbid, this is
true it is no longer a personal matter — it is a symbol of the Jewish
people,” he said.

Deri also said he was concerned about how the relationship
would appear to people “who invest tens of millions, hundreds of
millions to fight assimilation throughout the world.”

The prime minister's official also denied that Netanyahu had spo-
ken of the relationship with Norwegian Prime Minister Erna
Soldberg last week at the Davos Economic Forum, as has been
reported in Israeli media.

Former chief of Israeli military intelligence calls for with-
drawal from 85 percent of West Bank if peace talks fail

JERUSALEM (JTA) Tuesday, January 28, the head of the Institute
for National Security Studies, Amos Yadlin, called for Israel to with-
draw unilaterally from 85 percent of the West Bank if the current
peace process with the Palestinians fails. Yadlin said Israel should
retain control over the large settlement blocs and military control
over the Jordan Valley.  He said there is “a low chance of success”
in the Israelis and Palestinians reaching an agreement.

Yadlin, the former Israel chief of military intelligence, also said
that 2013 was “a very good year for the national security of the State
of Israel.”

YAIR NETANYAHU and
SANDRA LEIKANGER



Looking back on her trip to Israel two years ago: Norway House’s Corrine Clyne reminisces
By BERNIE BELLAN

Two years ago, then-20-year-old Corrine
Clyne was part of a group of 32 residents of
the Norway House First Nation reserve
who went on what was, for all of them, the
adventure of a lifetime, when they flew to
Israel and spent seven days traveling
throughout the country.

For Corrine, the primary lesson that she
derived from that trip, she now says, is that
“I learned I can do pretty much whatever I
want if I have a goal – there’s so much
opportunity out there.

“A lot of kids in Norway House are so iso-
lated because we only see the reservation.
There’s a lot of abuse of alcohol, of drugs –
there’s more to life than that.”

But a trip to Israel? How unusual that
must have seemed to those 32 Norway
House residents in 2012, who were
between the ages of 15-26.

Corrine’s account of her trip was retold to
a small gathering in the Adult Lounge of
the Asper Campus on January 22.
Organized by Jewish Federation
Community Relations Director Shelley
Faintuch, the evening consisted of Shelley introducing a very quiet
and obviously shy Corrine to the group, then taking her through a
retelling of her own experiences – first in learning about Israel prior to
the trip, then in actually going on the trip, and finally, the subsequent
attention that she received as a result of her having written an account
of her trip that received widespread attention.

By evening’s end Corrine, who is a beautiful young woman, was
speaking in a much louder voice and had clearly overcome her initial
shyness as she joked about some of the stranger aspects of Israeli life
– and her apparent interest in “hot” Israeli soldiers.

In Shelley Faintuch’s telling of how the trip came about, she
explained that in 2011 newly-elected Norway House Chief Ron Evans
had just returned himself from a trip to Israel. (Prior to his becoming
Chief of Norway House First Nation Evans had been the Grand Chief
of the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs. Evans is also an ordained
Anglican priest - a factor that played a key role in his own love for
Israel.)

Evans came to the Jewish Federation offices, Shelley recalled, and
“said that he had just been to Israel and was ‘inspired’ to do some-
thing to create more confidence for others in his band to become
leaders”.

Working together with Shelley, Chief Evans developed the idea for a
“mission” that eventually transpired into the 2012 trip to Israel.
(Another mission went in 2013, this time for ten days. Six of the par-
ticipants in the 2012 mission also went on the 2013 mission, as their
experience was considered to be invaluable in helping the other 26
participants adjust to the culture shock that apparently many of the
2012 participants found quite overwhelming. As Corrine noted in her
own remarks, people were “pushing” everywhere. Israelis are “out-
spoken”, she added - no kidding!)

By way of putting things into some sort of context, Shelley explained
that Norway House “is an eight-hour drive north of Winnipeg on Lake
Winnipeg.” The reserve is home to some 6,000 residents, but it’s actu-
ally so spread out, she noted, that “you need a truck to go from one
house to the next – so to be on a bus itself is quite an experience.”

Corrine herself pointed out that the only other person whom she
knew on the trip was a cousin of hers, which meant that not only were
the participants on the 2012 mission having to deal with traveling
halfway across the world on a 12-hour plane ride to a country that
most of them barely had any knowledge of, they were all having to
become familiar with each other as well. As Shelley told us, most of
the people on the trip had never even “been out of Norway House
before.”

So what motivated Corrine to want to go to a country that was real-
ly only familiar to her through the Bible – and by way of occasional
news items on TV about bombings and bloodshed?

As a committed Christian though, Corrine says that she wanted to go
because it was part of her “religion”. 

Added, however, to the general ignorance among mission partici-
pants about Israel as a modern state was a relative lack of knowledge
of Jews in general.

“If you had mentioned the word ‘Jew’ to me (prior to going on the
trip), I wouldn’t have had any thoughts at all,” Corrine admitted.

(Interestingly, later during a question and answer session with mem-
bers of the audience, someone who said he had a great deal of expe-

rience visiting native reserves said that he had
never encountered any anti-Semitism while on
those reserves. Shelley noted though that she
has met students who had come from reserves
and who voiced anti-Semitic expressions that
they had learned in the city, not on the reserve.)

When it came time to come up with the
money necessary to go on the trip, however,
Corrine did admit that others on the reserve
were somewhat skeptical about the upcoming
mission – and the costs involved.

As it turned out, the mission participants
raised the funds necessary to go on the trip
through a variety of fund-raising techniques,
including: a golf tournament that was held at
Bel Acres, fish fries, the Shriners’ Circus, silent
auctions, and through contributions from busi-
nesses that do business with Norway House.

Nonetheless, Corrine said that she has had to
answer the criticisms of some Norway House
residents who wondered about all that money
leaving the reserve to pay for a trip to Israel for
32 residents. “I’d say: ‘How are you going to
know there’s a bigger world out there if you
don’t get out? It’s going to spark people to get
an education – to get a better life.’ “

In her own case Corrine had the motivation following graduation
from high school to come to Winnipeg on her own, where she com-
pleted a degree in conflict resolution at the University of Winnipeg.
She is now studying social work and working part-time for a band
office in Winnipeg, while living in a downtown dormitory.

Prior to embarking on the trip, Shelley Faintuch explained that she
spent some time at Norway House herself, educating mission partici-
pants about Israel – and Jews, as well as speaking with parents of par-

SHELLEY FAINTUCH and CORRINE CLYNE:
“A lot of kids in Norway House are so isolat-
ed because we only see the reservation.
There’s a lot of abuse of alcohol, of drugs –
there’s more to life than that.”
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Short Takes
I don’t know whether it’s still considered

dangerous for anyone in the United States to
use the “l” word - “liberal”, but it sure seems
to be a word that’s become quite unpopular
within the Canadian Jewish establishment –
including our own Winnipeg Jewish establish-
ment.

I don’t want to continue “harp”ing on the
love fest that so many Canadian Jews seem to

be showing for our prime minister, but there has been considerable
consternation among those of us who found that trip to be over-the-top
in many respects.

Yes, I know Israel finds itself isolated and criticized by so much of the
entire world – and yes, I know that much of that criticism is hugely
unfair. In fact, just this past week the unfairness of the BDS movement
was crystallized in Oxfam’s decision to cut ties with Scarlett Johanssen,
who has become a spokesperson for the Israeli company Sodastream.

In an earlier issue I wrote about the targeting of a small Winnipeg
store in Wolseley that goes by the name of Humboldt’s Legacy for the
reason that the store carries Sodastream products. In case you hadn’t
read my earlier story, here’s what happened: The United Church, in
adopting a resolution that called for the boycott of Israeli companies
that have a presence on the West Bank (or the Occupied Territories or
Judea and Samaria – depending upon your perspective), chose three
companies in particular to boycott. Among those companies was
Sodastream – a company that, it turns out, employs 900 Palestinians,
pays them very good wages, and is generally regarded as a model
employer by its employees.

But that’s not good enough for certain members of the United Church
– and so, poor little Humboldt’s Legacy found itself the subject of a few
angry protesters (who, I’m told, have since left the store alone after their
initial attempts to drive shoppers away). 

At the same time though, on Sunday, January 26, under the guidance
of Belle Jarniewski, four choirs gathered together in Westminster United
Church to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the liberation of
Auschwitz – along with a famous concert at Theresienstadt performed
by Jewish inmates. Three of those choirs were from different United
Church congregations, while the fourth was from Shaarey Zedek. So –
while a certain determined faction of the United Church may be antag-
onistic towards Israel, by and large the United Church still retains good
ties with our Jewish community.

The point of this is to remind readers that issues are complex and, as
I’ve tried to drive home repeatedly in this column, not amenable to sim-
ple black and white explanation.

Thus, while Stephen Harper may have conflated criticism of Israel
with anti-Semitism, it just isn’t so. Various Canadian media have been
wrestling with the issue whether there can be an open and honest dis-
cussion of the Israel-Palestine issue within Canada. Columnists such as

Jonathan Kaye in the
National Post, Warren
Kinsella in Sunmedia,
and programs such as
“Q”, have been raising
questions about the
outpouring of support
from so many
Canadian Jews for
Stephen Harper and
what was, in effect, his
aligning himself with
the Likud Party. 

As for myself, when I
posted the names of
all 210 Canadians, the
vast majority of whom
were Jewish, who
were invited to
accompany the prime
minister on his trip, I
received a comment
on our website asking
whether I was “a self-
hating Jew”.  I’m not
surprised to have been
called that – and I’m
sure there are more
people out there than
the one person who
took the time to com-
ment on our website,
who agree with that
comment.

But where does that leave the
heads of the Shin Bet and the
Mossad, and even President
Peres, all of whom have warned
that Israel’s continued occupation
of the West Bank is ultimately
untenable? (Not to mention other
leading Israeli figures, such as for-
mer Prime Ministers Ehud Olmert
and Ehud Barak, and newspapers
such as Haaretz.)

Of course, one might easily say:
“Israel is prepared to make con-
cessions towards peace, but it’s a
one-way street. The Palestinians
aren’t prepared to make any con-
cessions at all.”

The situation, however, is quite
different from what many
Canadian Jews may think. 

Consider the tremendous reduction in terrorist incidents within pre-
1967 Israel. While much of that reduction may be rightly attributable to
enhanced Israeli security measures, don’t kid yourself: The major rea-
son that there’s been such a vast drop-off in terrorist incidents is great-
ly increased Palestinian cooperation in preventing those terrorists from
perpetrating their actions.

At the same time, don’t for a moment think that there aren’t a great
many Palestinians who aren’t still committed to violent attacks within
Israel. As Jonathan Spyer noted during his fascinating talk on January
29, Hamas is a very potent force on the West Bank - although we don’t
hear much about that. You can also add Islamic Jihad and even Al
Qaeda as potential terrorist threats on the West Bank.

But you also don’t read or hear much about the level of cooperation
between Palestinian and Israeli intelligence units – something that I
learned a great deal about during a visit with the Israeli Border Police
when I was in Israel this past October.

The obvious reason for that is that it’s nothing the Palestinian
Authority wants to brag about. But, if there are great levels of coopera-
tion in the area of security between Israelis and Palestinians, why can’t
there be greater levels of cooperation in such areas as tourism and busi-
ness investment?

This past week Israeli professor Itamar Rabinovich appeared on the
CBC’s “As it Happens” (Rabinovich, by the way is a former Israeli
ambassador to the U.S.), warning that unless a diplomatic solution
between Israel and the Palestinians is reached, Israel is bound to be hit
with a large-scale boycott from the European Union. Rabinovich was
part of a group of Israeli and Palestinian businessmen who went to
Davos, Switzerland, to attend the Davos Economic Forum. Among the
others in the delegation were Palestinian energy mogul Munib Masri,
tech mogul Yossi Vardi, Amdocs founder Maurice Kahan, Bezeq CEO
Avi Gabai, industrialist Gad Propper, and Israeli supermarket magnate
Rami Levy, who had all signed on to an initiative called “Breaking the
Impasse” (BTI).

“Israel must reach a diplomatic solution – urgently,” a statement by
BTI said. The group, led by Masri and Vardi, believes that a political
solution, based on the two-state solution, is vital for the survival of both
Israelis and Palestinians.

It was also very good to see members of the Arab-Jewish Dialogue at
the session with Dr. Spyer on January 29. Credit must continue to be
given to such individuals as Howard Morry, Jim Carr, and Ab Freig for
their determination to engage in dialogue between Arabs and Jews.
While issues such as final borders, settlements, security guarantees, and
the final status of Jerusalem may prove to be intractable no matter what
Secretary Kerry might wish, surely there can be incremental steps taken
toward peace. These could easily include allowing Palestinians greater
freedom of movement and access to working in Israel. At the same time
allowing Israeli investment into Palestinian-controlled territory would
also benefit both sides. While a full-scale peace agreement may be a
pipe-dream surely there can be some small steps taken toward peace
that don’t necessarily require a full-fledged peace agreement.

Speaking of Jim Carr, it is almost certain that he will be contesting the
Liberal nomination in Winnipeg South Centre. Carr has a long history
of involvement in both the Jewish community and the community-at-
large – much like my interview subject in this week’s issue, Joe Wilder.
After a long absence from active involvement in the political arena, it
would be nice to see someone like Carr throw his hat in the ring. It has
also been a very long time since Winnipeg’s Jewish community has had
an elected Member of Parliament, were that to happen. Still, if Carr
does become the Liberal candidate in Winnipeg South Centre, it will
make for a fascinating race with Joyce Bateman. 
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Norway reaching out to Israel? 
By MYRON LOVE

Despite intense efforts in many circles to thoroughly isolate Israel
economically, intellectually and politically, there are some glimmers
of good news that indicate that those efforts are failing. Internet blog
Israpundit reported on January 21 that China is investing billions of
dollars in Israel.

A couple of days earlier, The Times of Israel and other outlets report-
ed that Julie Bishop, Australia’s new Foreign Minister (the government
changed hand in September) disputed the so-called standard wisdom
that Israel’s “settlements” are illegal under international law. She fur-
ther cautioned against proclaiming them illegal until their status is for-
mally negotiated as part of the ongoing peace talks between Israel and
the Palestinians.

Then there is the case of Norway, one of the European nations most
hostile to Israel and a country that has been described as the most
anti-Semitic in Scandinavia. Kosher slaughter has been banned in
Norway for decades. A bill banning circumcision for males under 15
(which would effect Muslims, too) is scheduled for a vote in April.

And a recent survey in Haaretz found that 38 percent of Norwegians
believe that Israel’s treatment of the Palestinians is similar to how Nazis
treated Jews. It also indicated that 25 percent of Norwegians believe
Jews exploit the memory of the Holocaust to their own advantage and
26 percent think Jews “consider themselves better than others.”

Yet there, too, changes are afoot. In September, a new right of cen-
tre government was elected. According to a recent report by Eldad
Beck in YNET News, “the new Norwegian government is working
towards bracing the ties between the two countries and enhancing
mutual cooperation in an array of fields”.

Eldad reports that the conservative-progressive minority government
included an article in its elections platform that states that the govern-
ment will change its Middle East policy and implement a more bal-
anced course of action. This, he notes, is in stark opposition to previ-
ous leftist administrations, whose policy was clearly pro-Arab. As part
of the new policy, he writes, Norway’s Prime Minister and
Conservative Party Leader Erna Solberg is expected to make a visit to
Israel later this year. It will be the first visit of a Norwegian prime min-
ister in over a decade. Solberg was also among the first world leaders
to issue a letter of condolence following the passing of former prime
minister Ariel Sharon.

Immediately following the establishment of the new government,
Eldad reports, the Israeli embassy to Norway initiated a preliminary
meeting between Israeli and Norwegian companies, who discussed
opportunities to promote business interactions between the well-
developed Norwegian oil sector and Israel’s developing natural gas
industry. The acting finance minister, who is the leader of the
Progressive Party, has expressed public support for a tighter coopera-
tion between the two countries in the field of energy over the past.

He quotes new Norwegian Culture Minister Thorhild Widvey as say-
ing: “We don’t see cultural boycotts as an effective tool to promote
positive change. The Norwegian government is interested in tighter
cultural relations between the two countries. I am certain that a deep-
er mutual understanding is a prerequisite for achieving progress on
political matters.”

Eldad pointed out, as an example of further positive developments,
a conference in December for Norwegian television producers, which
was dedicated to the success of the Israeli television industry in
exporting drama series.

About 160 Norwegian television producers from both private and
state networks heard lectures by two of the Israeli industry senior per-
sonalities: Karni Ziv, director of the drama and comedy department at
the Keshet franchise, and Reshef Levi, a producer and screenwriter.
The sides discussed future cooperation opportunities.

Then there is this other positive straw in the wind. My friend, Israel
Pilat, recently gave me a copy of a statement by a group of 20
Norwegian Christian leaders which they personally presented to the
deputy speaker of Israel’s Knesset.

The statement is a detailed apology. The Christian leaders, who
come from all parts of Norway, ask forgiveness for the Oslo
Agreement, for the “Anti-Semitic and anti-Zionist attitude of
Norwegian politicians and media and church leaders”, for Norwegian
indirect financial support of terrorist organizations and for not speak-
ing up in defense of Israel among other things. 

They further apologize for a Norwegian constitution which for
decades made it difficult for Jews to enter Norway, for co-operation
with the Nazis in sending Jews to their death in the Holocaust, for the

Norwegian government “making alliances with forces seeking to
destroy the Nation of Israel, for open falsification of historic facts and
slandering Israel and for neglecting to give Israel credit and honour for
the country’s substantial contribution towards the benefit of humanity.

“Without Israel’s efforts,” the church leaders note, “our hospitals
would not function as they do nor would our computers or cell
phones.”

As a church, the Norwegian church leaders ask forgiveness “for not
standing up more clearly to stop the Norwegian anti-Israel attitude: for
the fact that great parts of the Church have rejected Israel’s role in
God’s plan; for our lukewarmness towards the persecution that Jews
have suffered; for the indifference toward the Jewish People as God’s
chosen people; for Church leaders’ anti-Israel and anti-Zionist state-
ments and our fear of taking a stand against this; and for allowing
replacement theology to spread in our churches.”

On the other side of the coin, the church leaders proclaim that Israel
is a “blessing to the world” in all areas of human endeavour and
denounce Norway’s media for its ongoing “biased and unbalanced
coverage of the Middle East conflict with a noticeable bias against
Israel.

“We proclaim that Norway as a nation has a calling to bless Israel,
to help Israel in securing her borders and to be among Israel’s
strongest allies.”

They also call on Norway to recognize “the Jewish right of owner-
ship to Eretz Israel”.

Perhaps these are signs that the winds are changing and that the age
of miracles may not be over after all.
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Comment

Asper Foundation funded public school 
students’ trips to Washington

In the January 22, 2014 issue of The Jewish Post & News, an arti-
cle related to Oak Park High School made reference to the school’s
past participation in The Asper Foundation Human Rights and
Holocaust Studies Program which includes a trip to Washington,
DC.

I want to provide clarification regarding several points raised in
the article.  Though the program began in Winnipeg in 1997 with
only Jewish students at Gray Academy of Jewish Education, non-
Jewish students have participated since 2001.  In fact, to 2014, the
program has become one of Canada’s largest philanthropic educa-
tional initiatives, reaching over 12,600 high-school students and
chaperones in 120 communities spanning 12 provinces and territo-
ries including over 5,500 non-Jewish participants with over 900
having an Aboriginal background.  For the past number of years,
approximately half of our annual program participants across
Canada have been non-Jewish. 

The program is open to any schools or organizations in Canada
that are able to fulfill the program requirements.  All students and
their program schools/organizations across the country are required
to contribute partial funding in order to participate in the program.
However, The Asper Foundation and its program partners contribute
and raise over one million dollars annually to facilitate the partici-
pation of program students and their chaperones.  Jewish students in
Winnipeg and non-Jewish students in the Winnipeg inner-city and
northern Manitoba are more heavily subsidized than other program
students in Winnipeg and across Canada.

The Asper Foundation is very proud that the program’s extraordi-
nary success in communities throughout the country was the inspi-
ration for Dr. Israel Asper’s original vision of the Canadian Museum
for Human Rights which is opening September 20.  For more infor-
mation, please visit the program’s Web site at
http://humanrights.asperfoundation.com.
With best regards,
Jeffrey Morry,
Senior Program Manager
The Asper Foundation

As a follow-up to Jeff’s e-mail, I sent him the following e-mail:
Thanks for this Jeff. I wonder whether it’s possible to find out how

many kids from Oak Park have ever gone on the trip?

Jeff responded:
My pleasure.  I believe Oak Park participated in our program for

three years.  I’m estimating about 24 students but you’d have to con-
firm that with the school.

LETTERS

More letters on page 9.

Note: Unfortunately, their is an error with the date listed on the
course brochure included with this issue of The Jewish Post &
News. The correct start date for our Winter JLI Course on Judaism
and Modernity entitled "To Be a Jew In The Free World" is Tuesday,
February 11, 2014. 



Jewish Winnipeggers impressed with China 
Elaine Stern and Chava Sosnowicz are

among a growing number of Winnipeggers
who have visited China (Sosnowicz is actually
still there) and come away impressed with the
politeness, honesty and courteousness of the
Chinese people.

Stern also notes how clean the areas she vis-
ited were. “People were constantly cleaning
and pulling up weeds,” she says. “The subway
floors look clean enough to eat off of (although

no food is allowed on the subways).”
Stern, currently the program and volunteer director at the Gwen

Secter Creative Living Centre, was in China from late December to
mid-January. For the
former well-traveled
travel agent, this was
her first visit to the
Orient.

Stern notes that her
pull to visit the Far
East at this time was
to reconnect and
travel with long-time
friend Bonnie
Rafaeli, a former
Gray Academy
teacher who retired
three years ago and
went to China to
teach. Rafaeli teach-
es at one of several
schools in Asia,
North Africa and
elsewhere that fol-
low the Manitoba
Department of
Education guide-
lines. By doing so,
the school enables
its students to enroll
more easily in uni-
versity here. Rafaeli,
incidentally, is
teaching at the same
school where her
son, Lioz, taught a
few years back.

Stern landed in
Shanghai. One of
her first stops was at
the Jewish Refugee
Museum. China, she
notes, has long been
a Jewish destination
for visitors, traders
and (in the past)
refugees. The story
of the Jewish com-
munity in Kaifeng is
well known. In the
1800s, there was a
large influx of Jews
(and others) fleeing
Russia. And then,
there is the well
known story of the
thousands of
escapees from the
Holocaust who
found a refuge in
Japanese-occupied
Shanghai before and
during the war years. 

The Refugee
Museum in
Shanghai, Stern says,
has an ark that
someone donated
and occasionally
hosts bar-mitzvahs
and weddings. The

museum is allowed to host three religious ceremonies a year, she
adds.

“Shanghai is a beautiful city,” Stern says. “I have never seen so many
lights.”

From Shanghai, Stern traveled to Guangzhou (formerly Canton) in
south China next door to Hong Kong. Stern notes that the port city is
huge. 

‘There was so much construction going on,” she says.
“In Guangzhou, there is a Jewish social group that meets once a

month.”
Stern met Rafaeli in Thailand where they were staying right across

the street from the Chabad Centre in Bangkok. They went to Hua Hin,
a popular resort about 250 km south of Bangkok where they spent six
days.

“In Hua Hin, we relaxed, we went to the market and to a temple and
took a cable car up the mountain. The view was gorgeous.

“There are many retirees from western counties living in Hua Hin.”
“It is humbling to see how most Thais live,” she adds. “They work so

hard.”
From Thailand, the two friends moved on to Cambodia and the ruins

of Angkor Wat. The temple complex, built in the 12th century and
somewhat hidden for centuries, was restored over the past few
decades.

“I have never walked so much,” Stern says of the visit to Angkor Wat.
“There were beautiful thousand-year-old tree trunks. We rode ele-
phants.”

In nearby Siem Reap, they visited the market. (“In Cambodia, the
currency is American dollars,” Stern notes.) They also visited a nearby
floating village. 

“In July, when the Tonle Sap Lake shrinks, you can drive to the vil-
lage,” Stern says. “When we were there, we had to go by boat. You see
the trees in the water.

”The people - who rely on fishing – move their homes when the lake
shrinks and come back when it refills. Because a lot of the fishermen
lose their lives on the lake, there are a lot of orphans in the commu-
nity. There is a lot of poverty there.”

The Winnipeggers also had an opportunity to visit a silk farm. “We

CHAVA SOSNOWICZ: “I certainly experienced culture shock when
I first arrived. There were fewer English speakers than I expected
where I am teaching. It took me a few months to adjust.”
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Myron Love

Social Notes

BIRTH  ANNOUNCEMENT

Linda and Ed Feuer are thrilled to announce the
birth of their grandson,

EITAN ARIEL KARPMAN
Born Nov. 12, 2013, a brother for Nadav.

Proud parents are Avital Feuer and Michael
Karpman of Silver Spring, MD.
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ELAINE STERN (top) and BONNIE RAFAELI in Bangkok: “It is hum-
bling to see how most Thais live.They work so hard.”

Continued on page 7. See “Myron Love”.

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE
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Community news The Switzer-Cooperstock Prize in
Western Canadian Jewish History
This prize, established by the Switzer family to honour their par-

ents and grandparents, is awarded biennially for a publishable
essay on Jewish history in Western Canada. 

The prize is intended to deepen and broaden knowledge of our
history and heritage. Applications are encouraged in all fields, but
there is some preference for fields of special interest to Louis
Switzer and Rose Cooperstock: secular Jewish schools, Jewish set-
tlers and traders in rural areas, and the immigration experience. 

The previous winners of the prize are Professor Theodore
Friedgut (Hebrew University, Jerusalem) for an essay on the Lipton
SK farm colony; Prof. Lynne Marks (University of Victoria) for an
essay on Jewish identity in British Columbia; and Ms. Chana Thau
(Winnipeg) for an essay on growing up in rural Manitoba and
Saskatchewan. All three essays are available on-line on the Jewish
Heritage Centre website: http://www.jhcwc.org.

To apply, submit a finished, unpublished essay along with a cur-
riculum vitae. Essays published within the last two years are also
eligible. Uncompleted research projects will also be considered
on the basis of a letter identifying the research project, the prob-
lem to be solved, previous scholarship, the sources used, and the
preliminary results. The research may use original sources or it
may be a synthesis of other published material. 

The deadline for applications is March 15, 2014. Applications
will be considered by an academic panel and the results will be
announced on or about April 30, 2014.

The winner will receive $6,500 and will present his/her findings
at a public lecture in Winnipeg in Fall 2014. The Jewish Heritage
Centre will publish the lecture in print form and/or electronically
unless it has already appeared.

To apply or request further information, contact:
Mr. Stanislao Carbone
Director of Programs and Exhibits
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada
123 Doncaster Street; Winnipeg Canada, R3N 2B2
Tel: (204) 477 – 7467
Email: scarbone@jhcwc.org.

THE JEWISH HERITAGE CENTRE 
OF WESTERN CANADA 

ANNOUNCES

THE SWITZER-COOPERSTOCK LECTURE PRIZE
IN 

WESTERN CANADIAN JEWISH HISTORY FOR 2014

The prize is for a publishable essay on Jewish history in Western
Canada. The winner will receive $6,500 and will present a public
lecture in Fall 2014 which will be published by the Heritage Cen-
tre. Applications are due on March 15, 2014 and the decision will
be announced about April 30, 2014.

Anyone interested in applying for the prize is urged to read the
attached article and contact:

Mr. Stanislao Carbone 
Director of Programs and Exhibits 
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada
123 Doncaster Street, Winnipeg Canada, R3N 2B2
Tel: (204) 477 – 7467
Email: scarbone@jhcwc.org

LOUIS SWITZER and ROSE SWITZER (née COOPERSTOCK)

saw how silk is made. It was amazing.
“The workers are paid $150 a

month.”
Stern says that she would be happy

to go back to China and east Asia to visit any time. 
* * *

And go back is what Chava Sosnowicz did last fall after her first
year teaching near Beijing. Like Rafaeli, the graduate teacher (in
2011) is teaching in a school that follows the Manitoba Department
of Education curriculum.

“I certainly experienced
culture shock when I first
arrived,” said Sosnowicz in
an interview last summer
while she was visiting here.
“There were fewer English
speakers than I expected
where I am teaching. It took
me a few months to adjust.”

In China, Sosnowicz is
teaching English and phys-ed to senior high students. She teaches
about 150 students whose level of ability in speaking English ranges
from minimal to near fluent. 

“Everyone I have met has been respectful and willing to help out,”
she said.

Sosnowicz has been provided with her own furnished apartment
in a gated area. “I have a lot of friendly neighbours,” she said. “We
teachers all work very hard and, since we are the only Canadians,
we have become a little like family.”

On holidays, she and friends have done some travelling to desti-
nations such as Shanghai, Japan and Inner Mongolia.

Last summer, 60 of Sosnowicz’s students were also in Winnipeg
studying at the University of Winnipeg. “They experienced culture
shock here,” she said. “I was able to help them adjust.”

Sosnowicz was looking forward to returning to teach in China for
a second year. Her only complaint about China is the amount of air
pollution in the Beijing area.

“There is no way to adjust to that,” she said.

Myron Love
Continued from page 6.
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Simply call our office at 204 694-3332, and use your Visa
or Mastercard to order or renew your subscription today

“We teachers all work
very hard and, since we
are the only Canadians,
we have become a little

like family.”



Joe Wilder - Jewish Foundation president has been 
on numerous boards for over 40 years

Joe Wilder is one of those special individu-
als who has long devoted himself to commu-
nity service – both in the Jewish community
and in the general community. In July of last
year Joe began serving as president of the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

Recently Bernie Bellan sat down with Joe to
discuss his life, beginning with his early years
in the north end.

JP&N: Let’s begin with your early days. You
were telling me something about your back-
ground growing up. You grew up in the north
end?

Wilder: I was born in Winnipeg. I lived
immediately after birth on Dufferin Avenue –
282 Dufferin. Shortly thereafter my father
bought a little grocery store. My parents were
immigrants from Eastern Europe. That grocery
store was on the other side of the Salter
Bridge – that’s the bridge that’s now known as
the “Slaw Rebchuk Bridge” – to me it will
always be the “Salter Bridge”. The little gro-
cery store was on the corner of Isabel and
Alexander - in an area that I call the “high-
rent district”.

We had many, many interesting experi-
ences – not all of them pleasant in that area.
My family lived there about six or seven years
until my parents decided it might not be as
safe as they might like for their kids, so they
bought another store on Lenore Street.

JP&N: Where did your parents come from?
Wilder: It’s interesting because my mother

came from Poland – my father came from
Rumania, but the border switched so often
that when I went back recently to find their
birthplaces their cities and towns were all in
Ukraine now. My father in a place called
Novaselitsa, my mother in a little shtetl called
Maserich.

JP&N: Mazerich – that’s a famous name I
think.

Wilder: Mazerich was a tiny little place but
well known because a couple of well-known
scholars in our past come from Mazerich
and, in fact, I sang from you “The Rabbi Eli
Melach” – I understand his son came from
Mazerich.

JP&N: Are you going to sing it again?
At this point, Wilder began singing – “As

der rebbe Eli Melach iz gevorn zayer freilach”
– that’s all I’ll sing now because, if you want
me to sing, you’ll have to pay me.

JP&N: And there are royalties involved too
– and you’re a lawyer, so I won’t go there.

So – your parents came in the early part of
the 20th Century?

Wilder: In 1921 and 1927 respectively. (His
father came first, he explained. They didn’t
meet until they were in Winnipeg.) My father
was about 18 or 19 when he came, my moth-
er a little bit older. My father ran from the
Czar’s army – as so many others did and
ended up in Lima, Peru before he came here
– and spoke Spanish all his life as a result of
spending just one year there.

JP&N: Was the family name “Wilder”?
Wilder: No. The family’s name was

“Veidergorn”. There are Veidergorns all
around – both in North America and in Israel.

JP&N: It sounds almost German.
Wilder: Actually my father thought that

there was a bit of a Dutch connection to our
family going back centuries, although he
couldn’t really trace it. He always thought
that the Dutch name was “Wilderhorn”. He
became “Wilder” when he got here.

JP&N: Tell me something about your child-
hood. You went to St. John’s, I assume.

Wilder: I went to Laura Secord School. I
think that I was about 14 or 15 by the time I
moved north – I can say that I’ve lived in
every part of the city practically. I was on my
way to Gordon Bell School when my parents
decided it was time to have more connection
with my Jewish roots, so we moved to the
north end and I ended up going to St. John’s
– you’re right.

JP&N: You were telling me the other day
that the main part of your early years was
spent on Cathedral Avenue.

Wilder: I lived there when I was about 14 or
15. I lived there for about ten years – until I
got married.

JP&N: Tell me the story again how you
ended up at some out-of-town function
somewhere with three other guys who were
all from Cathedral.

Wilder: There were two streets in the north
end that, to me, were famous for the number
of Jewish kids who were on those streets.
McAdam was one and Cathedral was anoth-
er. My next–door neighbour was Lloyd
Wolch, the one next to him was Itzy Schatz –
who became a very well-known cardiologist
in Hawaii, the one next to him was Arnold
Glass.

JP&N: Was Schatz the one whose son
became the senator from Hawaii who was
appointed (upon the death of incumbent
Senator Daniel Inouye)?

Wilder: Yes.
JP&N: I talked to him (Dr. Schatz). We did a

story about him and his Winnipeg connection
last year. He was very nice.

Wilder: You know, I barely knew him. He
was quite a bit older, but I knew the family.
They owned a delicatessen. I forget the name
of it. It was on Ellice Avenue, across from a
nightclub called “The Cave”. That was the
most famous delicatessen in town in those
days. 

JP&N: This is the 50’s we’re talking about –
right?

Wilder: Yeah, the 50’s. And one day I was at
a bar mitzvah in California a few years ago
and I’m talking to one of my friends – and he
was one of my friends from Cathedral
Avenue. Someone else comes to join us – and
he was the kid who lived across the street,
also from Cathedral Avenue. A fourth one
walks up…

JP&N: But did you recognize them all?
Wilder: I knew them all very well: Arnold

Glass, Sam Linhart…one of them said “I lived
at 185” and I said “I lived at 183” and Sam
said “I lived at 182”. Four of us happened to
be at the same bar mitzvah – all lived within
about ten numbers on the same street.

It was in your paper – look it up.
JP&N: Yah, I remember.
Wilder: Somebody took a picture and sent

it in.
JP&N: So you ended up going to St. John’s.
Wilder: I went to St. John’s for two years

and then on to university.
JP&N: I remember hearing that – at one

point in the 1950’s St. John’s had produced
more PhDs than any other high school in
North America,

Wilder: Well, not having a PhD I wouldn’t
know.

JP&N: All right, you don’t have to apologize
for that.

JOE WILDER: “…I became the pres-
ident of the Bombers, and always
regretted that I was not the presi-
dent of the Jewish Federation,
although I think I’ve got the record
– I was on the Board of Directors of
the Jewish Federation for 25 years.”
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Wilder: Nor will I.
JP&N: So, you graduated from St. John’s then?
Wilder: No, I went to Grade 11, then to university. In those days you

had a choice whether you wanted to go on to Grade 12.
JP&N: I’ve never understood why someone would stay the extra year

if they could go to university instead.
Wilder: Cheaper.
JP&N: Oh – and then you could go into second year university?
Wilder: That’s right….I spent four years in arts, then four years in law

– graduated from law school in 1960 – and here I am.
JP&N: So, you don’t have any stories then about flunking out – like

some other well-known lawyers?
Wilder: I’m happy to say that I got exemptions every year from

examinations in my high school, my academic record is pretty good
– you can look it up. I’m at the other end of the scale, I say, as mod-
estly as I can.

There may be some other deficiencies in my background but the
academics were not among them

JP&N: This is the time to get them (his deficiencies) off your chest.
Wilder: I don’t feel the need to, Father Bellan.
JP&N: So you began practising early 60’s?
Wilder: I got my call to the bar in March, 1960 and went immedi-

ately into practice with the venerable old firm of Walsh, Micay & Co.
and spent seven – I call them “my seven lean years” – I’m not a
Biblical scholar but the allusion won’t escape you, and after that I
went out on my own and started my own practice. My brother Sam
joined me shortly thereafter. I started on my own in 1967. Sam joined
me about a year later. He was a crown attorney with the provincial
government and the two of us have practised together happily – for
the most part – ever since.

JP&N: And, at the same time as you were building your practice you
were becoming heavily involved in the Jewish community.

Wilder: Absolutely – and in the non-Jewish community.
JP&N: I remember when you received the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee

Medal …and I was reading the list of all your accomplishments, there
was a tremendous spectrum of Jewish and non-Jewish involvement.
You were president of the Jewish Federation, weren’t you?

Wilder: No, actually I found myself at one time in a strange position.
I was vice-president of the Jewish Federation, vice-president of the
Liberal Party of Manitoba, and vice-president of the Blue
Bombers…and I was being asked to take on the presidency in each
one of them. 

I took the course of least resistance, and didn’t listen to my con-
science at that time and decided that the Bombers might be the most
fun, so I became the president of the Bombers, and always regretted
that I was not the president of the Jewish Federation, although I think
I’ve got the record – I was on the Board of Directors of the Jewish
Federation for 25 years.

I tell you what was important in my life. I was brought up in a Jewish
household and it was always important to me that I maintained my
connection.

When I lived in the west end of town there were very few Jews
around. My parents were always worried about the Jewish connection
for their kids and that sort of informed the rest of my life. I was out in
the community and I wanted to make sure that there was always a
Jewish connection, so while I did a variety of other things, there was-
n’t a time in my life – going back 50 or 60 years, that I didn’t main-
tain a Jewish connection – primarily through the Canadian Jewish
Congress.

JP&N: I didn’t ask you about Jewish schooling. Did you go to ched-
er at all?

Wilder: Where I lived it was difficult to go to cheder. I lived – I told
you – on Lenore Street. It was pretty tough. I went for two years, after
4. I would take a bus to Hudson’s Bay. My mother would have given
me 25¢ to buy a malted because I wouldn’t get home until 8 o’clock,
so I’d have a malted at the Bay, transfer, then take another bus to the
old Talmud Torah on Flora and Charles.

That’s where I went for two years. It became pretty difficult and
eventually I had to quit and got a private teacher. I had Mr. Handler,
who used to come on his bicycle. Lots of people I know had Mr.
Handler. And after Mr. Handler I graduated to Mr. Sirilnikoff.

JP&N: You do have a nice voice. Did you ever sing?
Wilder: I did, I did.
JP&N: But not with Chazzan Bronshtein.
Wilder: Not with Chazzan Bronshtein, but with Chazzan Blye (as in

Alan Blye) and a couple of other people. In my junior high school
days at Laura Secord I did a lot of singing. They entered me in the fes-
tival, I was in a production there, I was the lead – singing lead in one
of the productions. I guess my singing career ended sometime at uni-
versity when I ran out of time for these sort of things. Blye and I had
a quartet at one time and we weren’t bad, but we were all so busy we
didn’t have time for any gigs.

To be continued in our Feb. 19 issue
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Feature interview

Some questions for Bernie Bellan
My wife Carole Faiman and I were both delighted to see your

Wed. Jan. 8, 2014 piece on Ben Gurion University.
Kol hakavod.
Puzzling, however, was the accompanying picture of Dr. David

Faiman, a personal friend of ours (not related) since 1976 - when I
spent a 6-month sabbatical at the Weizmann Institute in Rehovot.

David, a nuclear physicist at the time, decided that he could con-
tribute more to the country by devoting his career to Solar Energy
and moved to BGU and a home in the Negev (Sde Boker - the site
of Ben Gurion’s grave).

Needless to say, he has become a world - renowned figure in his
field.

However, the picture seems to be a non sequitur since you don’t
mention anything about him in your article.

In addition, I was delighted to see you mention Velvl Greene,
whom I knew from childhood.

We lived on 331 Machray, the Greenes on 333, next door.
Parenthetically, I didn’t know he was your uncle.

I hadn’t seen him for around 50 years when I learned that he
would be lecturing for Chabad in Cleveland - where we had moved
from Winnipeg in 1992. Neither he nor I recognized each other.

But when I mentioned 331 Machray, he shouted Chonyeh - my
Yiddish name.

We spent a fair bit of time reminiscing afterwards. 
Now for the less favorable news about your OpEd writer Sam

Bahoury. Sam was recently written up by CAMERA
(see link below).
Carole and I wonder whether you would consider publishing this

article in order to give a more balanced view to your readership.
Article contributed by CAMERA Intern Ariella Charny:
The Failures of Sam Bahour | In Focus
http://www.cameraoncampus.org/blog/sam-bahour-and-his-boy-

cott-of-israel/#.Us8ZwQ-ef1U.email
With best regards.
Charles “Chuck” Faiman, MD

Hi Chuck,
So nice to hear from you. As a matter of fact when I was in Israel

one of the other participants on the mission that I was a part of was
also a Cleveland doctor. There were actually five doctors on the mis-
sion but I’m afraid I forget his name.

Here’s the explanation for how David Faiman’s picture came to be
included in my article: When I was at BGU and I was being ferried
around on a golf cart, at one point I asked to get out and look at
some of the names of donors that were on a wall of plaques. As I
was walking along with my guides Dr. Faiman happened to walk
nearby and one of my guides introduced him to me. I would have
liked to have talked to him at length about his research but we were
both in a hurry to move along. So - I took a picture of a famous
Israeli scientist and used it in the article. 

Speaking of my Uncle Velvl, he used to tell me that it was a Rabbi
Feller from Cleveland who was instrumental in his deciding to
become Lubavitch. 

Now - as for that article about Sam Bahour - I read it and vehe-
mently disagree with its assessment of Sam Bahour. My own take on
this is that if Israelis can’t have a reasoned discussion with someone
like Sam, it’s going to be awfully difficult to find any Palestinians at
all with whom Israelis can negotiate. On this issue of a “one-state
solution”, I have an interview that I conducted with Sam in October
(that’s still accessible on our website) in which he explains how he’s
arrived at that position. He hardly calls for the extinguishing of
Israel. What he says is that young Palestinians want the same things
for themselves as they see Israelis enjoying: good health care, good
education, a chance for a good, well-paying job. His view is that
Palestinians are past the point where they consider two states as a
viable prospect. 

Maybe it’s pie-in-the-sky and undoubtedly that point of view won’t
go down very well with very many Israelis, but Sam expresses him-
self in a thoughtful and reasoned manner. I think that’s what might
scare a great many Jews more than anything. So long as we contin-
ue to perceive all Palestinians as not being realistic about negotiat-
ing a true end to hostilities it’s easier to dismiss any and all
Palestinians who might be willing to enter into a meaningful dia-
logue.
Regards,
Bernie

Continued from previous page. LETTERS



The Jewish
National Fund of
Canada (JNF) –
M a n i t o b a /
S a s k a t c h e w a n
Region is pleased to
announce that
dynamic jazz and
pop vocalist Nikki
Yanofsky will head-
line this year’s
Negev Gala honour-
ing Joseph J. Wilder
Q.C. on Tuesday,
May 27th at the
Centennial Concert
Hall.

“I can’t think of a
better fit for the
entertainment at
Winnipeg’s Negev
Gala. Nikki is
young, incredibly
talented, Canadian
and her success has
been skyrocketing”,
stated regional presi-
dent Karla Berbrayer.
“So thrilled to have
her headline our
event!”

From her auspicious start as the youngest headliner in the history of
the Montreal International Jazz Festival at 12, Nikki Yanofsky has cov-
ered plenty of territory over the last seven years. She has topped both
jazz and pop charts, performed with orchestras and big bands, and

sold out festivals and major theatres around the world; in 2010, she
sang to 3.2 billion people – half the world’s population – at the
Vancouver Olympic and Paralympic Games.

She has worked with luminaries such as Herbie Hancock, Phil
Ramone, Will.i.am, Wyclef Jean, and Elton John, and now, under the
guidance of her greatest fan and mentor, Quincy Jones, Nikki is ready
to introduce her own captivating new sound. Get ready to be amazed
by her inimitable voice as she arrives at the unique crossroad where
jazz meets pop, delivering sizzling songs that blend retro charm with
a contemporary sound helmed by Rob Kleiner, the man behind excit-
ing music by Cee-lo Green and Flo-Rida.

“The 2014 Negev Gala is going to be the place to be”, stated exec-
utive director Rob Berkowits. “We have a tremendous honouree in Mr.
Wilder, who has made significant volunteer and philanthropic contri-
butions to the community, plus outstanding entertainment in the tal-
ented & soulful Nikki Yanofsky.”

The Negev Gala has honoured outstanding leaders from within the
Winnipeg community since 1953. This gala is the JNF’s most impor-
tant fundraising event of the year. All proceeds generated are directed
to environmental research and development projects that benefit all
citizens and visitors in the State of Israel
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JNF announces “I Believe” singer Nikki Yanofsky, for Negev Gala 2014

NIKKI YANOFSKY will headline this year’s
Negev Gala.

We’re pleased to announce that we have been selected as 
the one and only UPS Store in Winnipeg Certified as a 
Greyhound Courier Express Agency!

Unit #1–1596 Regent Avenue West
Josh Kass, Store Owner & Franchisee

Winnipeg, MB, R2C 4H4
T: 204.661.6900 F: 204.661.6850
store401@theupsstore.ca
www.theupsstore.ca/401

Get social with us!
 

Only we can offer a number of 
additional shipping options:

   • Send & Receive Greyhound Packages
   • Send using Greyhound Accounts
   • Ship C.O.D. or Collect shipments

Stress Free / Cost Free Move 
 

Call to arrange your  
complimentary tour.
204.885.7272

Where Caring is Our Number One Concern™
             

www.allseniorscare.com

Experience  
      Worry-Free Living

Ask about our 
individualized resident 

care through specialized 
assessments and unique 

wellness plans!

Enjoy Winter at our  
    Lovely, All-Inclusive  
         Retirement Residence.

 
 

  

             

  
      

 

 
 

  

             

  
      

 

 
 

  

             

  
      

 

 
 

  

             

  
      

 

 
 

  

             

  
      

 

 
 

  

             

  
      

 

 
 

  

             

  
      

 

 
 

  

             

  
      

 

 
 

  

             

  
      

 

 
 

  

             

  
      

 

 
 

  

             

  
      

 

 
 

  

             

  
      

 

 
 

  

             

  
      

 

 
 

  

             

  
      

 Interfaith concert at Westminster United Church January 26
Under the direction of Belle Jarniewski, four choirs came

together Sunday evening, January 26, to commemorate the 70th
anniversary of a famous concert in Theresienstadt Concentration
Camp, also the 70th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. 

Watch a video showing excerpts from the concert featuring the
Shaarey Zedek Choir, with soloists Justin Odwak and Cantor
Anibal Mass along with and St. Andrews River Heights United
Church Choir with soloist Aaron Hutton - at www.jewishpostand-
news.ca



Remembering Sharon
Whether you liked

him or not, Ariel
Sharon’s lifetime con-
tribution to the Jewish
people is mind-bog-
gling in terms of its
range and impact. In
the 1950’s there was
Unit 101 and the

notorious Qibya reprisal operation…which
drew expressions of outrage from the outside
world, but sent Jordan and Egypt a pretty clear
message that Jews could no longer be killed with
impunity. I don’t know enough about military
affairs to elaborate on his huge role in the 1956
and 1967 campaigns, but everyone remembers
the dramatic Suez Canal crossing that turned the
tables on the Egyptians in the Yom Kippur War.
Then there was the 1982 Lebanon War, for
which he’s taken a lot of flak. Admittedly, it
ended badly, but I don’t have much sympathy for
the armchair quarterbacks who look back with
the benefit of hindsight and say “he should have
known that such-and-such would happen”. The
fact is he very nearly came out of that war with
a friendly government installed in Beirut and
Israel’s second official peace treaty with an Arab
neighbor. And don’t forget he still managed to
send Arafat packing all the way to Tunisia. 

Then there was his foray into politics.
Something people don’t remember so well any-
more is the way the Labor Party had a total stran-
glehold on the reins of government for the first
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
Is there ever going to be a new Sholem-

Aleichem in Yiddish? The answer is no.
Disciples of the Jewish humorist today may
not be Jewish: the Israeli-Arab writer Said
Kasua’s TV show “Arab Work” is the funniest
show on Israeli TV; The First-Nation Thomas
King’s novel “Green Grass, Running Water”
depicts the reserve the way Jewish writers sat-
irized the Shtetl; Garry Shteyngart’s memoir
“Little Failure” portrays the life of Soviet
Jewish immigrants. Jewish humor was the
weapon of the oppressed now used by others.

By

MARTY GREEN

Continued on page 15. See “Marty Green”.

Shaftesbury Park Yiddish
Reading Circle presents:

“Sholem Aleichem: Laughing
in the Darkness”

Much more than a documentary biography of
“the Jewish Mark Twain”, as Sholem Aleichem
has been referred to, this English-language film
is a rich, beautifully organized and illustrated
history of Eastern European Jewry examined
through the life of the famous author, born
Sholem Rabinovich in Pereyaslav (near Kiev) in
1859.  

The running time of the film is approximately
and hour and a half.

According to Laurie Mainster of the Yiddish
Reading Circle, the first showing of the film –
on Tuesday, Feb. 18 is now sold out. As a result
of the tremendous interest that people have
shown in seeing the film there will now be a
second showing. As of the time of publication
the date for the second showing had not yet
been determined.

However, if you would like to find out when
the second showing will take place – and are
interested in attending, call the Shaftesbury
Retirement Residence at 204-885-7272 for par-
ticulars.



Gray Academy’s Raoul Wallenberg Day a success
By RAPHAEL HOULT, 

January 17th was officially allotted as “Raoul Wallenberg Day” by the
federal government in 2001, sixteen years after Wallenberg was made
an honourary citizen in 1985. A few years ago, Gray Academy decid-
ed to honour this day as a tribute to human rights, and those who suf-
fer from the abuses therein daily.

The theme of the day, which in Hebrew was “Im ein ani me, me li?”,

translates roughly to “If I am not for myself, who will be for me?” The
quotation, originally said by Rabbi Hillel the Elder, is incredibly
impactful for human rights – when those who are being oppressed do
not stand up for themselves, or cannot stand up for themselves, they
are often abandoned by the international community.

This year, the keynote speaker, Dr. Bernd Wollschlaeger, was struck
ill a few days before the event, and so had to be replaced. Judith
Weiszman, one of the last people to see Raoul Wallenberg free, took
his place instead. Weiszman came into the public eye in 2011 when
Canada Post unveiled a new Raoul Wallenberg stamp that featured a
Schulz-Pass with a 14-year-old Weiszman on it. Nobody involved with
the creation of that stamp had any idea who she was, much less that
she had immigrated to Canada in 1956.

The day was a celebration of human rights, and as such had a wide
variety of speakers, varying greatly from the titular focus on Raoul
Wallenberg and the Holocaust. The speakers included: Mordecai
Richie Diggs, a Liberian immigrant who came to Canada by himself
when he was 16 years old, and became an actor with the Prairie
Theatre Exchange, where he played a lost boy of Sudan in the play
Social Studies; Megan Fultz, president of the University of Winnipeg
Students’ Association, who has the condition osteogenesis imperfecta
- she was the winner of the 2013 Sybil Shack Human Rights Award,
along with Gray Academy’s Gay-Straight Alliance; Manfred Jager, who
lived in Nazi Germany, had two personal encounters with Adolf
Hitler, and discussed current relations between Germany and Israel;
Arie Lavy, a former prisoner of war in Egypt during the Yom Kippur
war, who spoke of psychological and physical hardship relating to his
experience; Adam Schwartz, a stand-up comedian, writer, actor and

Gray Academy alumnus, who writes frequently about Asperger
Syndrome for the JP&N; Niigaanwewidam James Sinclair, who spoke
about indigenous issues, treaty laws, and fracking on First Nations
land; Evan Wiens, a Grade 12 student from Steinbach who made
headlines in the wake of Bill 18 by fighting to form a GSA at Steinbach
Regional Secondary School, despite enormous pressure from his com-
munity not to do so; Mohammad Abas and Josh Morry, the co-chairs
of the newly-formed “Arab-Jewish Dialogue on Campus” at the
University of Manitoba, spoke about advancing peaceful dialogue on
university campuses; and finally, Dr. Bern Wollschlaeger, though he
could not be present, made his debut via DVD. Dr. Wollschlaeger is
the Jewish son of a highly-decorated WWII German tank commander
– the Jewish son of a Nazi.

The day was also a fundraiser for Jewish Child and Family Services,
with different grades bringing different items to donate, ranging from
non-perishables to hand creams. It started with the keynote speech by
Weiszman, which dragged a bit primarily due to technical difficulties.
However, things picked up when the breakout sessions began. The
third and fourth floors of the Gray Academy were cordoned off for the
speeches, and the groups were usually small, ranging from 10 to 15
people per session. Lunch was provided free by the school, and
dessert was made by the school’s cooking class. Following lunch
there was an absolutely incredible performance by Davis Vamos, pay-
ing tribute to First Nations who have had their land stolen and raped
for profit:  victims of domestic abuse, and those with the strength to
walk away; and members of the LGBT community who have also been
victims of abuse. The performance also had a brief cameo by a stu-
dent, Braidin Filbert, after which the third sessions began.

The day established in Wallenberg’s name reminded everyone of  the
essence of what he strove for. Correcting the injustices brought about
by hatred and bigotry was his creed, and his name and his deeds live
on through those he saved. To quote Mahatma Gandhi, “You must be
the change you wish to see in the world”.

If Raoul Wallenberg were alive today, I am certain he would be
proud.

Raphael Hoult is a Grade 12 student at the Gray Academy.

Gray Academy teachers ROCHELLE GAMLIEL (left) and ANAT
EKHOIZ with guest speaker MORDECAI RICHIE DIGGS, a Liberian
immigrant who came to Canada by himself at the age 16  Photo by Josh
Glow

JUDITH WEISZMAN (centre), keynote speaker (filling in for Dr.
Bernd Wollschlager) with SHIRA DVERIS and JUAN MOHADEB
Photo by Josh Glow

MOHAMMAD ABBAS (left) and JOSH MORRY, co-chairs of the
newly-formed “Arab-Jewish Dialogue on Campus”, address students
Photo by Josh Glow

Gray Academy students listening at one of the classroom sessions
(l-r): SCOTT HARTNELL (teacher), SHIRI BERKOWITZ, SAMANTHA
MORRY, ARIEL GLIKMAN,  MICHAEL PETROV, ROMAN DASCAL,
TALIA RIPSTEIN, and SAMANTHA MILLER Photo by Josh Glow
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On Sunday, January
26, along with Shaary
Zedek Synagogue, PJ
Library, the Rady JCC
and Etz Chayim
Synagogue, the JNF
helped put on a fami-
ly event at the
Manitoba Children’s
Museum. Craft sta-
tions, sunflower
planting and even a
beautiful Tu B’Shvat
cake made by the
pastry chef at
Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue were
enjoyed by all!
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Tu B’Shvat celebrated by both young and old
(well, by “old” we don’t mean that old... you know what I mean)

On Saturday night, January 25, JNF partnered with Etz Chayim Synagogue, Shaarey Zedek Synagogue and the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg
to throw an adults-only Tu B’Shvat Party called “An Evening Among the Trees”. The event was held at the Assiniboine Park Conservatory and
featured a Tu B’Shvat seder, entertainment and lots of delicious food. The event was a huge success with over 160 people in attendance!

(l-r):RENA ELBAZE, Jewish Engagement Specialist, Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg; LINA STRELTSOV, Program Director, Congregation Etz
Chayim; ROB BERKOWITS, Executive Director, Manitoba and
Saskatchewan, JNF; FAYE ROSENBERG-COHEN, Planning and
Community Engagement Director, JFW; KIM HURT, NOLA LAZAR,
Etz Chayim Program Committee Chairs; PAMELA WANKLING,
Program & Communications Coordinator, JNF 
Photo by Alex Stretslov

Dancing to music provided by KINZEY POSEN and SHAYLA FINK
Photo by Alex Stretslov

(l-r); Rabbi LARRY LANDER of Etz Chayim Congregation, joins
Cantor ANIBAL MASS of Shaarey Zedek and RENA ELBAZE in singing
the Havdallah blessings. Photo by Alex Stretslov

(l-r); SHELDON KAMINSKY, Fundraising/Marketing Consultant,
Jewish Federation; BERNIE and MEACHELLE BELLAN; AARON SOM-
MER, Tu B’Shavat seder volunteer
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Limmud

By BERNIE BELLAN
How is the term “Holocaust” interpreted these

days? As it has become an expression of such uni-
versal usage - often by groups or individuals
whose interpretation of the term is quite different
from what most Jews would accept, has the term
been diluted and distorted to the point where it no
longer has the impact it once had?

That will be the subject of Alejandro Baer’s talk
during Limmud. Baer, who is the director of the
Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies at the
University of Minnesota, was born in Argentina
but grew up in Spain.

Prior to his Limmud talk, Dr. Baer will also be
giving a guest lecture at the University of
Manitoba on the subject of “Globalised
Holocaust: Between universal values and particu-
lar memory politics”. Here are the details:
Friday, February 28th, 12:00-1:30 pm
Cross Common Room, St. John’s College Room
108
Fort Garry Campus, University of Manitoba

According to materials sent to us by the univer-
sity, “This lecture will present material from an ongoing international
study of Holocaust commemoration ceremonies, with a special focus
on Spain, a country still confronting the ghosts of its own past.” 

During his Limmud session, Dr. Baer will focus more on the German
experience and how the Holocaust is remembered there. 

In a phone conversation that I had with Dr. Baer, he explained that
there has been a “deJudaization of Holocaust memory” as the term
“Holocaust” has come to be used as “a universal symbol of absolute
evil.”

As an example of what he is referring to, Dr. Baer sent me a recent
statement by the High Representative of the European Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice President of the
Commission, Catherine Ashton, on the occasion of Holocaust
Remembrance Day, January 27:

“Today the international community remembers the vic-
tims of the Holocaust. We honour every one of those bru-
tally murdered in the darkest period of European history.
We also want to pay a special tribute to all those who
acted with courage and sacrifice to protect their fellow
citizens against persecution.

“On Holocaust Remembrance Day, we must keep alive
the memory of this tragedy. It is an occasion to remind us
all of the need to continue fighting prejudice and racism
in our own time. We must remain vigilant against the dan-
gers of hate speech and redouble our commitment to pre-
vent any form of intolerance. The respect of human rights
and diversity lies at the heart of what the European Union
stands for.”

Did you notice that not once in the statement did Ms.
Ashton mention the word “Jews”? What a perfect example
of the universalization of the term “Holocaust” and, in
effect, its appropriation to refer to a terrible period in
human history, but not necessarily something unique to
Jews.

During his lecture at the University of Manitoba, Dr. Baer says he
will focus on the Spanish experience. During our phone conversation
he pointed out to me that, even though Spain was under the control
of a Fascist government during World War II, no Jews were deported
from Spain; however, over 6,000 Spanish Republicans were deported
to death camps. (It should be explained to anyone not familiar with
Spanish history, “Republican” in the Spanish context, refers to indi-
viduals who were on the left side of the political spectrum, and who
had fought - and lost a bitter civil war with Franco’s Fascists.)

Thus, the term “Holocaust” in the Spanish context has quite a dif-
ferent meaning for Spaniards than it might for Jews. It is these differ-
ences in the “collective memory” of various groups when it comes
thinking of what happened during World War II that fascinates Dr.
Baer - and should provide for some very interesting - and provocative
reactions from audience members.

ALEJANDRO BAER: there
has been a “deJudaization
of Holocaust memory” as
the term “Holocaust” has
come to be used as “a uni-
versal symbol of absolute
evil.”

Honest Reporting aims to hold media accountable for inaccurate coverage of Israel
By MYRON LOVE 

Local supporters of Israel will be interested in what
Gary Kenzer will have to say at this year’s Limmud pro-
gram (scheduled for March 1 and 2 at the Campus).
That’s because Kenzer is the executive director of
Honest reporting USA.

For years, Israel has been facing a propaganda war
raging against the Jewish state in the media. Such lead-
ing media outlets as the New York Times, the Guardian
in England and the BBC (and other European newspa-
pers) regularly print news reports that put Israel in the
worst possible light. Honest Reporting seeks to counter
that type of biased reporting and correct the imbalance.

“We focus on two simple concepts,” Kenzer says. “We
want Israel to be treated like any other country – that is,
to be considered innocent until proven guilty. And,
while we acknowledge that Israel isn’t perfect – no
country is – we believe that Israel should be treated fair-
ly in the media rather than be held up to standards of
behaviour that are not expected from any other country.”

Kenzer notes that Honest Reporting was founded in
2000 by British university students who were outraged
about a photo purporting to show an Israeli soldier standing over a
“Palestinian” covered in blood. “The reality was that the “Palestinian”
was a Jew who had been assaulted by a Palestinian mob and had been
rescued by Israeli soldiers.

Kenzer was asked to head the newly-opened American branch of
Honest Reporting in 2006. “I had been working for a number of good
causes over the past 15 years,” says the Chicagoan. “I was excited by
the opportunity to become part of a grassroots movement such as
Honest Reporting which seeks to empower people to take action.”

The Honest Reporting USA leader reports that his organization has
an operating budget of $1.2 million based on the contributions of
charitable foundations and individual donors. The website has
175,000 subscribers and growing.

Kenzer notes that the growth of social media in
recent years has made the media battles far more
complex. It used to be, he points out, that news was
confined to newspapers and television. Readers/view-
ers had time to prepare letters to the editor in cases
where they disagreed with something they read or
heard. Now news is viral and instantaneous. It’s a full-
time job keeping up.

“By using the tools that are available (the Internet,
Facebook, Twitter), we can not only preach to the
choir, but also get our message out far faster than we
would have been able to ten to fifteen years ago,”
Kenzer says. “It’s all about getting the message out
and repeating it over and over again.”

Kenzer reports that Honest Reporting’s efforts are
producing some positive results. “When we call out
major media now, they are somewhat more apt to
admit that they have done something wrong,” he
says.

But Honest Reporting is not only highlighting the
negative coverage of Israel. The organization also
has an arm that focuses on helping media outlets get

the story right. 
“After the disaster of the second Lebanese War where Israel lost the

media battle, we created Media Central in Israel,” Kenzer says. “Media
Central works with journalists to ensure they get both sides of the
story. Media Central also recognizes journalists and media outlets that
report fairly on Israel.”

The main point, Kenzer notes, is that Honest Reporting gives indi-
viduals a voice and a way to take action to make a difference. “Any
media bias against Israel anywhere is a problem for all of us,” he says.
“Through Honest Reporting, anyone can participate in combating
anti-Israel bias.

“I am looking forward to informing Winnipeggers as to what we do
and how you can help make a difference.”

GARY KENZER: “We want
Israel to be treated like
any other country – that is,
to be considered innocent
until proven guilty.”

Alejandro Baer and different interpretations of the term “Holocaust”

The fourth “Limmud Winnipeg” - a festival of Jewish thought, cul-
ture, learning, teaching, and fun, is set to begin in a little less than a
month - on March 1st and 2nd. To see a full schedule of speakers and
price information, go to www.limmudwinnipeg.org. As well, our next

issue will also carry a complete schedule of speakers and times. In
the meantime, we offer here a preview of three of the out-of-town
speakers who will be presenting at this year’s Limmud:



New Israel Fund of Canada - promoting social justice in Israel
In 2013 Samara Carroll was

part of a team of seven individu-
als from Great Britain and North
America who worked in Israel for
10 months promoting social jus-
tice for the New Israel Fund of
Canada.

Carroll, 27, a native of
Winnipeg and graduate of the

Gray Academy of Jewish Education, who is now doing a
Masters of Social Work at the University of Toronto, was
a NIFC Social Justice Fellow  from 2012-2013. 

Along with Atarah Derrick, NIFC National Outreach
Associate, and Dr. Isser Dubinsky, Past President and
Board Member of NIFC, Carroll will be in Winnipeg to
speak about the NIFC at the 2014 Limmud Winnipeg at
the Asper JCC, March 1-2.  

“I worked for them (NIFC) last summer to try and pro-
mote the fellowship so more Canadians would know
about it,” commented Carroll, who also has a Masters of
Political Science from York University, during an inter-
view recently. 

“Now, I’m just doing it on a part-time basis.” 
The New Israel Fund of Canada is committed to foster-

ing the development of Israel as a Jewish and democratic state as envi-
sioned in its Declaration of Independence, says the NIFC website. 

“We believe that Israel can live up to its founders’ vision of a state
that ensures complete equality of social and political rights to all its
inhabitants, without regard to religion, race, gender or national iden-
tity,” offered Orit Sarfaty, executive director of NIFC during a tele-
phone conversation from her office in Toronto. 

“We support projects and programs in Israel that strengthen and
safeguard civil and human rights, bridge social and economic gaps,
and foster tolerance and religious pluralism for all of its residents.” 

For 30 years, NIFC has worked with the New Israel Fund family,
helping hundreds of grassroots Israeli organizations. Its activities have
included project funding, capacity building, leadership development
and coalition building, added Sarfaty.

“There is hardly any significant socially-oriented organization in
Israel today that does not owe its existence to the New Israel Fund,”
according to the Israeli newspaper Haaretz. 

New Israel Fund of Canada is part of the international New Israel
Fund family, said Sarfaty, stressing that NIFC, along with its partner,
NIF, has contributed more than $200 million to more than 800 orga-
nizations since its inception in 1982. 

She also stressed that NIFC – which is an
independent Canadian corporation governed
by a board of directors and a Registered
Canadian Charitable Organization – shares the
values and principles of NIF to pursue a more
equal and just Israel. 

“Our projects stress a grassroots approach to
empowering and educating some of Israel’s
most disadvantaged groups such as single par-
ents, new immigrants, Israeli Arabs, the elderly,
Bedouin, and disabled Israelis,” noted Sarfaty. 

“Israel has one of the greatest economic dis-
parities in the world among developed coun-
tries. So, our projects seek to understand the
causes through surveys (among methods), and
to help them to become self-sustaining (by pro-
moting things like women’s co-ops).” 

She also mentioned that Samara Carroll rep-
resents the new generation of Jews who are
involved with the NIFC and looking for careers
in social change. 

“In Canada, a lot of our work is with young
Canadians,” said Sarfaty. 

“We host and participate in a lot of programs
that bring Canadians face to face with Israeli activists.” 

Meanwhile, Carroll, a former director of Camp Massad, added that
during Limmud she will be speaking about her experience working
with asylum seekers from Sudan and Eritrea in Israel. 

“For my fellowship with NIFC, I chose an aid organization, ASSAF,
for asylum seekers and refugees,” she said. 

“I did a lot of counseling with both groups and individuals. I also
worked in community projects in which I talked about their human
rights and helped them feel more comfortable in Israel.

“I’m looking forward to sharing my experiences and having a con-
versation about them, and how these different types of programs are
in tune with the problems and issues faced by all types of people in
Israel, both Jews and non-Jews.”
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Limmud

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

SAMARA CARROLL: “I’m
looking forward to sharing my
experiences and having a con-
versation about them, and how
these different types of pro-
grams are in tune with the
problems and issues faced by
all types of people in Israel,
both Jews and non-Jews.”

three decades of Israel’s existence. That
all changed when Menachem Begin
won the 1977 election, but not a lot of
people realize it was Sharon who

“invented” the Likud. He had seen how Begin’s Herut party was too nar-
rowly based to ever challenge Labor, and as a neophyte with no politi-
cal experience, he personally cobbled together the coalition that put
Begin in power. And a quarter century later he himself would occupy the
prime minister’s office. 

But let’s fast forward to his last big move: the Gaza evacuation. What
could the master strategist have been thinking? If Sharon had previously
earned the hatred of the left for Beirut, then he now alienated his own
right-wing constituency with Gaza. And for what? We will never know,
because he suffered his stroke months after, so whatever he might have
planned would never come to pass. But I have a theory.

It’s true that providing security for the 9000 settlers of Gush Katif was
an expensive headache for the IDF. But I don’t think that’s why Sharon
evacuated them. It would have been a factor, but I think if he had to pull
out, he would have leveraged it for something more. I think he had a big-
ger vision.

The thing that never made sense to me was destroying the houses. Why
wouldn’t you turn them over to the Palestinians, unless you were trying
to spit in their face? I don’t think that was Sharon’s way. I think he was
probably forced to do it in order to keep his coalition partners onside.
Netanyahu had already pulled out of the government in protest.

I think if it were up to Sharon, he would have given them everything,
and let them run their territory the way they wanted to. If they played
nice…then fine, everyone wins. But if it came to war…it would have
been a war to the finish. I don’t know how he would have done it, but
in the end Gaza would have belonged to us. That’s the kind of guy
Sharon was.

I’m not saying I would have liked what he did, but I would never sec-
ond-guess him. Because he had the audacity to imagine possibilities that
were beyond the rest of us mere mortals….like the possibility of crossing
the Suez Canal under the noses of the Egyptians. Someone who could
do that…who knows what else he might have had in the works? 

Marty Green
Continued from page 11.



By MYRON LOVE 
With his new book, The Family: Three Journeys

into the Heart of the Twentieth Century, American
author David Laskin is following a path that is well-
trodden. Many are the accounts I have read of
North American Jews writing about their family his-
tory in America, Israel and pre-War Eastern Europe.
Unfortunately, we know how the story ends – espe-
cially for those family members who chose to stay
behind in Eastern Europe.

That being said, Laskin is a good writer and his
book makes for an interesting read.

The family history (exclusively his mother’s side of
the family) begins with his great-great grandfather,
Shimon Dov Hakohen (the family name in Russia
was Kaganovich which became Cohen for the
branches of the family which came to America) was
a respected sofer (scribe) in the Belarussian com-
munity of Volozhin (home to a prominent 19th cen-
tury yeshiva) in the second half of the 19th century.
His oldest son, Abram Akiva (Abraham in America), followed in the
father’s footsteps. 

Abram Akiva and his younger brother, Shalom Zvi, relocated to the
nearby town of Rakov when they came of age and married there and
raised their families. Abram Akiva and his wife, Gishe Sora, had seven
children, the most colourful of whom was their eldest daughter and
first born, Itel (Ida Rosenthal in America).

If this were a novel, Itel/Ida would be among the strongest charac-
ters. A dominant personality almost from birth, Itel/Ida became a ded-
icated socialist in her teens and was forced to flee Russia for America,
following her soon-to-be husband and fellow socialist William

Rosenthal. In America, the couple had little or noth-
ing to do with Judaism but they did become wildly
successful entrepreneurs. They invented the
Maidenform Bra and, in the 1920s, popularized bras
throughout America.

All of Itel/Ida’s brothers and sisters followed her to
America along with their parents in 1910. (In fact,
three of Abram Akiva’s brothers and sisters also came
to America.) Once they arrived, the three Cohen
brothers (one of whom was the author’s maternal
zaida) went into business with their father. While
Abram Akiva continued to closely follow Jewish tradi-
tion and became a leader in his new community, only
the author’s zaida and one daughter kept the tradi-
tions. The others quickly became thoroughly
Americanized as did all the grandchildren.

Two branches of the family stayed behind in
Belarussia. The youngest in each family made aliyah
and ended up marrying each other.

As for the others, one brother died at a young age and
Shalom Zvi, to his good fortune and despair, ended up spending the
Holocaust years in New York with the extended family. He left his fami-
ly behind in July, 1939, to see about the prospect of bringing them to
America. But, by then, it was too late. When the war broke out two
months later, he couldn’t go back and he couldn’t get his family out. After
the war, he went to Israel to live with his surviving daughter, Sonia, help-
ing out around the moshav and enjoying his remaining grandchildren.

Also, after the war, the Israeli family and some of their American
cousins got to know each other and became close.

All in all, The Family is a good read for readers who enjoy this kind
of history.
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American Jewish author’s new “roots” book ploughing well trodden field

ticipants –
many of whom
were con-
cerned about

the safety aspects of the trip. “I told families
that I felt much safer walking around in Israel

than I did in many North American cities,”
Shelley added.

When it came to selecting sites to visit,
Shelley said, “there was a reason behind
every site we selected – some historical,
some social.” She explained that she didn’t
shy away from telling the 32 tour partici-
pants that Israel has “social problems.” But,
she added, “despite our past it is possible to
move forward.”

Corrine pointed out that one of the lessons
that she drew from the trip was that both Jews
and natives have similar histories. The Jews
have experienced a physical “genocide,”
while natives have experienced a “cultural
genocide,” she suggested. 

Yet, when it came to encountering modern
Israel, Corrine admitted there was quite a bit
of culture shock for her – and the others on
the trip. 

“I didn’t know Israel was modern,” she
acknowledged. “ ‘There’s a big war going
on’, I thought. I expected Israel to look the
way it’s described in the Bible.”

As the group toured the length and breadth
of the country, visiting many historical sites
along the way, Corrine said that the “most
interesting places” she visited were
“Massada and Yad Vashem.”

“I came out of (Yad Vashem) crying,” she
said. “It exposed the reality of it (the
Holocaust) to me.”

As mentioned, when it came to dealing
with the hustle and bustle that is so typical of
Israeli society, there was quite a bit of an
adjustment required for the 32 members of
the group.

As Shelley pointed out, “Natives are the
quietest, gentlest people… When we went to
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre,” (which is
almost always a madhouse at the best of
times), “people were pushing every-
where…Then when we went to the Arab
market (in Jerusalem), it also wasn’t exactly a
big turn-on.” 

In addition, mission participants found
themselves dealing with such other prob-
lems as quite different food – “There was so
much fresh fruit and vegetables”, Corrine

noted – “something that is quite foreign to the
reserve for the most part.”

“Some of the people on the trip couldn’t get
enough of that – others couldn’t wait to get to
McDonalds,” Shelley added.

One day the mission participants were
taken to an Ethiopian absorption centre. As
Shelley explained, she wanted to show the
young Canadian natives how “minorities in
Israel adapt.” The irony though, she added, is
that “first nations are now minorities in a
country that was once their own.”

As was noted earlier, Corrine did enjoy see-
ing male Israeli soldiers, but “the most encour-
aging thing in my entire life,” she said, was
“seeing female soldiers defending their coun-
try. It just made me want to be one of them.”

Upon returning to Canada Corrine was so
moved by her experience visiting Israel that
she penned an article titled “How Israel
changed my life”. Subsequently the article
was picked up by the Israel Times and posted
online, where it has received a huge amount
of attention.

As far as what she would like to do now to
retain contact with the Jewish community,
Corrine said that “I would love to do more
with the Jewish community. I have the biggest
heart for the Jewish community after this
trip.”

And, when it comes to the possibility of
there being further missions to Israel – not
just from Norway House, but from other
bands as well, Shelley Faintuch said that
“there have been a number of other reserves
that have approached us to the same thing.”
She added that Chief Ron Evans’ ultimate
goal is to have 300 members of his band visit
Israel, although there are no trips planned for
2014, Shelley noted.

Kudos to everyone involved in such an orig-
inal idea – from Chief Evans for coming up
with the notion of taking band members to
Israel, to Shelley Faintuch for putting together
the itinerary, and to Corrine Clyne for having
the motivation both to write about her expe-
rience – and to speak to others about that
experience. 

Corrine Clyne
Continued from page 3.

& LOUNGE
789 Portage Ave.

772-2539

662 Leila Ave.
338-4659

Serving Winnipeg
The Finest in

Authentic Italian Food
Since 1978

We can cater your
Home or Office Parties

(Private Rooms for 25-100
people at Portage location -

 P.A. system available)

Book Now
For Your

Family Get -Togethers
or Office Functions



I have always felt sincere empa-
thy for police officers, judges, ref-
erees, head coaches of sports
teams at any level, security
guards, principals and, of course,
teachers. They are all, directly or
indirectly, the enforcers of our
laws and sundry other societal
rules, norms, and standards. It
also goes with the territory that

they will be the poor unfortunates who are often viewed
with disdain, contempt, and yes, sometimes even envy.

What the aforementioned occupations and professions
all have in common - and you can most certainly include
the significant responsibility of “parenting” here if you
like - is that in order to carry out your daily commitments
and rounds, you must often demonstrate the wisdom of a
Solomon. What’s even more disarming, you can’t ever
embrace the notion that you will please everyone.

Be honest now, in your good old golden school days
weren’t there, on many occasions, teachers whom you
resented who were merely trying to the best of their abil-
ity to do their jobs? Some you may have looked up to and admired
more so than others whether you encountered them at St. John’s Tech,
Kelvin High, Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate, Luxton or River Heights?

Or how about your hockey, ringette, basketball or baseball head
coaches that incurred your wrath because they wouldn’t allow you to
play on a certain line with a preferred center or winger? And hey,
shouldn’t you get to join the powerplay once and a while too? And he
or she ought to have known that you belonged at shortstop and not at
third? What did they know about coaching a sport?

I even recall a yarn personally told me by former Winnipeg Tribune
and Sun sports writer Pat Doyle, a rather skilled hockey player. He
shared that when he was playing Junior in West Kildonan that his dad
thought he knew better than the head coach and when the latter
refused to put his son on the team’s powerplay, “popsy” had Pat
remove his equipment pronto and toss it into the trunk of the car.
Young Doyle never played another game.

Is there a moral to all of this ranting? Yes, indeed, there is. Ever hear
of the late Leo E. Durocher, the legendary major league baseball man-
ager? He, by the way, back in the day, was a joint headline speaker
here at a YMHA dinner (1977) along with the late and great hockey
broadcaster Danny Gallivan.

Well, “Leo the Lip” coined the phrase: “Managers are hired to be fired.”
I suspect that if at this juncture you haven’t yet caught on as to where I’m
heading in today’s column; then you were possibly inadvertently inter-
cepted on your way to this publication’s “In Memoriam” pages.

Have you noticed that when our recently departed head coach
Claude Noel was ousted from his post that nary a tear was shed? Was
it because the generally genial gent didn’t know the game of hockey?
Or because he was never drafted himself by a NHL team and made
only seven appearances himself with the Capitals in 1979-78? For the
record, if you’re at all curious, Claude, a forward, registered no goals;
no assists, and a minus three in the defensive department.

After all, the 58-year-
old did play 353 games
in the American Hockey
League and spent hard
time in the minors at
such training grounds as
Milwaukee, Kalamazoo,
and Toledo where the
dreams of many an
aspiring NHL skater
have gone to die.

When the door on the
way out of the MTS
Centre hit a despondent
Claude Noel in the
keester on his way out, it
opened automatically
just like the ones at the
chain and department
stores. In sharp contrast
it welcomed a Monsieur
Paul Maurice, 47, who
as of January 30th has
guided his charges to an
impressive 6-2 mark.
You think it caught
everyone’s attention

across this great Canadian land?
The latter mentor, despite being

drafted by the Flyers in the 12th
Round (252nd overall) of the 1985
NHL Entry Draft, never made it to the
(Big Show) either as a player due to
an unfortunate injury that terminated
his career. He had played, on
defence, from 1984-88 with the
Windsor Compuware Spitfires of the
Ontario Hockey Major Junior League.
In 189 games he scored eight goals
and added 32 helpers.

The bottom line is that neither Noel
nor Maurice became players of note,
but as an appealing alternative chose
to remain in the game either as assis-
tant or head coaches because they
had invested so many valuable years
in the game they loved. In terms of
measuring their comparative talents
as teachers of the sport, it is too early

to tell.
Their ultimate success, of course, will be measured by management

in terms of wins and losses. I don’t for one moment embrace the belief
that Maurice knows more about how hockey is played than does Noel
or vice versa. Nor has either invented a new system heretofore
unknown.

Of foremost importance for any head coach will always be the qual-
ity of the interpersonal relationships between the head coach and his
pupils. Yes, you have to be an enforcer, of sorts, but you’re also still
dealing in the “mensch” business; so not just the hockey player com-
ponent counts, but the whole person.

When I look back at my teaching years, it was the quality of the rela-
tionships that counted. I can’t once recall hearing a student say:
“Wow! Did you hear Rosen in Language Arts today explaining the dif-
ference between a dangling participle and a split infinitive?”

Fortunately for me, those weren’t the days of the cell phone and
other such electronic gadgets, when some dastardly disobedient may
have snapped a few photos on his cell phone and had them up on
Youtube well before the dawn of another day. Hey, I might be talking
about 18 million views on Youtube before sunrise.

If you have been following the Jets religiously since Paul’s introduc-
tion to the masses, you have doubtless noticed that his countenance
and demeanor, as well as that of his young upstarts, (average age 26.5)
could definitely be an indication of the start of something
grand…….or not.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and
covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports
to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-
mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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Does a new zamboni always sweep clean…or not? 

Of foremost importance for
any head coach will always
be the quality of the inter-

personal relationships
between the head coach and

his pupils. 

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN
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delandes ad #1

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

FEBRUARY 5

CAROL RUTH MERHAV
It is with great sadness that we are announcing the

passing away of our beloved mother, Carol Ruth Merhav
on January 19, 2014. May she rest in peace. Our mother
will be missed and her memory enshrined in our hearts
for eternity. We loved you Ima. The funeral was held
in Israel Friday, January 31. Your loving children Udi,
Tami, Yuval.

DEANNE RUTH LANDER
 It is with deep sadness

that we announce the un-
expected passing of our
mother, grandmother and
sister, on January 6, 2014
at her home, surrounded
by family. She was pre-
deceased by her parents
Sam and Esther Lebane,
and her husband, Harry.

 Her memory will live on in the hearts of her sister
Sybil Lerner, her children Mark (Sheila), Terry and
Debra, and grandchildren Matthew, Danielle and
Stephen, as well as numerous family and friends.

Mom described herself as a “household engineer”
and she excelled at that job! She was a warm and caring
person who took a genuine interest in everyone she
met. She remembered details about all her children’s
friends, who always felt welcomed in her home. Many
people benefitted from the pleasure she took in helping
others.

She was a wonderful cook and if you expressed an
interest in her cooking, she not only gave you the
recipe, she would make it for you.

Deanne was born to be a mother, and saw that as the
essence of her identity. She was completely devoted to
her children and grandchildren. Nothing gave her more
pleasure than caring for young children, whether from
her own family or others’.

Deanne and Harry were very devoted to each other
throughout their 47 years of marriage. They both loved
travelling to interesting places - Europe, Israel, Aus-
tralia and beyond. No beach holidays for them! Cul-
tural events brought great pleasure to them both. They
especially loved spending time with family and their
many friends. Even after Harry’s death Deanne contin-
ued to be active within the Jewish community.

To the “outside” Deanne was seen as a devoted, fun-
loving matriarch. But to those of us on the “inside”, she
was so much more, a beacon of love, wisdom and
integrity, to guide us for years to come. We will miss
her greatly!

The funeral was held at the Etz Chayim Synagogue
on Thursday, January 9, officiated by Rabbi Larry
Lander and Cantor Tracy Kasner Greaves. Pallbearers
were Matthew Lander, Brian Lerner, David Kroft,
Alecs Chochinov, Ron Worb and Michael Eleff.

Donations in her memory may be made to the Harry
and Deanne Lander Fund at the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba, the Canadian Museum of Human Rights, or
to the charity of your choice.

In Memoriam

SAMUEL

BAKER
who passed away
March 17, 1994
5 Days in Nissan

— Forever in our hearts and thoughts. You are sadly missed by
your children and grandchildren.

ROSE

BAKER
who passed away

March 5, 2009
9 Days in Adar

In loving memory of

DR. JOSEPH H.

CRUST
who passed away

May 11, 1985
20 Days in Iyar

In Memoriam
29th Yahrzeit 3rd Yahrzeit

DOROTHY

CRUST
who passed away

February 11, 2011
7 Days in Adar

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their loving  children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and friends.

In Memoriam
24th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LIONEL FEUER
who passed away

March 9, 1990
12 Days in Adar

— Forever in our hearts and
thoughts. He is sadly missed
and lovingly remembered by
his wife Lil, children, and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RAE HURTIG
who passed away
February 6, 1995
6 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children, family
and friends.

15th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK KAY
who passed away

February 24, 1999
8 Days in Adar

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his loving
wife Marge, children and
grandchildren.

JACK NEWMAN
With profound sadness

we announce the peace-
ful passing of Jack
Newman on January 22,
2014 at the age of 91 years
surrounded by his fam-
ily.

He is survived by, and
will be dearly missed by
his wife of 63 years,
Phyllis, son and daughter
in law, Mark and Natalie,

daughter Reesa and grandchildren, Lee, Michael, Jeffrey
and Sydney.

Jack was born in 1922 in Szereshow, Poland. He was
a survivor of the Holocaust and Auschwitz concentra-
tion camp. He immigrated to Canada, landing in Hali-
fax in January 1948. Jack worked hard to build a new
life for himself in Canada. For a short time he lived in
Toronto and Barrie, Ontario and worked in the bakery
business and a variety of other occupations. In 1958
after his return to Winnipeg he bought Tasty Bread
which he owned and operated until selling it in 1980.

In addition to his businesses, Jack was an enthusias-
tic gardener and handyman. He loved seeing the fruits
of his labor, the many different vegetables he grew. His
friends and family reaped the benefits of his gardening
with a constant supply of fresh seasonal vegetables. He
loved socializing with his family and friends and was
always up for a drink and a piece of herring with a
boiled potato.

Jack loved to spend time at his cottage in Winnipeg
Beach and winters in Florida. He loved to have his
children, grandchildren and friends visit.

Jack will be remembered as a man who was kind,
generous, fair, and always willing to lend a helping
hand.

Funeral services were held on January 24, 2014 at
Etz Chayim Synagogue. Pallbearers were Elliot Goszer,
Steven Tritt and Sheldon Zipursky, and his grandchil-
dren Michael Newman, Lee Starr and Jeffrey Starr.

Donations in his memory can be made to Jack and
Phyllis Holocaust Education Fund, c/o The Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba, the Museum of Human Rights,
or the charity of your choice.

Deadline for

the February

19 issue of

The Jewish

Post & News is

noon

Thursday,

February 13
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MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

FEBRUARY 12

In loving memory of

OSCAR BLANK
who passed away

February 13, 2003
11 Days in Adar I

— Sadly missed by your
children, grandchildren and
sister.

11th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ELSIE

BORODITSKY
who passed away

February 18, 1975
7 Days in Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MICKEY

COOPERBAND
who passed away

February 23, 1983
10 Days in Adar

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
family.

In loving memory of

RONALD

LAZAR
who passed away

February 21, 2005
12 days in Adar I

— He is remembered by his
children, grandchildren,
brothers and sister for his
love of family and learning
and for his good deeds.

9th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MANDEL

MINUK
who passed away

March 5, 1979
6 Days in Adar, 5739

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

37th Yahrzeit

Always Remembered

In loving memory of

TYBEL (Thelma)

MINUK
who passed away

February 27, 1977
9th Day in Adar

You are always in our hearts.
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE NEPON
who passed away
March 10, 1998
12 Days in Adar

— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by Esther and
Sid Halpern, Adeena, Tom,
Danny and Anna Vered -
Your namesake Gratzer:
Ahava and Frank Lavitt:
Marni, Jonathan, Leo, Sophie
and Lily Halpern.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,

father and grandfather

MOONI

ROSENZWEIG
who passed away

March 1, 2001
6 days in Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Renee,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS

(MOISHE)

SETTLER
who passed away

March 3, 2012
9 days in Adar I

We think of you all the time and
the ever lasting encouragement
and love you radiated to us.
— Love your family and
friends.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RUTH SILVER
who passed away

February 14, 2003
12 Adar, 5763

— You are deeply missed by
your children, sister, nieces,
nephews and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SALLY

(CHERNA)

SLOTNIKOV
who passed away
February 8, 1995
8 Days in Adar

— Always in our hearts and
lovingly remembered by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

8th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDITH TABACK
who passed away
March 12, 2006

12 days in Adar, 5766
Always remembered

Always missed
Forever in our hearts

We love you!!
— Your loving children
Shayne, Kathy & grand-
children Abigail Edythe and
Elliot Joseph, Michelle &
Barton.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL

TRACHTENBERG
who passed away

February 19, 2013
9 days in Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DANIEL

WATERMAN
who passed away

February 10, 2011
6 Days in Adar

Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
—  Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Rosalind,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

3rd YahrzeitIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

MANNIE

WISEMAN
who passed away

February 18, 2002
6 days in Adar

— His remarkable nature,
strength and genuine
enthusiasm for life will
continue to guide the paths of
his wife Elaine, his children
and granddaughter Avia.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PAULINE

ESSERS
who passed away

February 22, 2008
17 Days in Adar

— Lovingly remembered by
her devoted nephews Hannon
and Kenneth Bell and their
families.

6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ANNE DAVIS
who passed away

February 25, 2005
16 days Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her loving
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends

In loving memory of

KAYLA

MASARSKY
who passed away

February 27, 1972
12 days in Adar

— Always remembered by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
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In loving memory of

THELMA

CHAPNICK
who passed away

March 8, 2007
18 days in Adar

— Ever remembered, ever
missed and ever loved by her
husband Morris, son Sid,
daughter Sharon, sister
Bernice, many grandchildren
and great grandchildren.

In Memoriam

7th Yahrzeit

DAVID

THOMPSON
who passed away

March 4, 1961
16 Days in Adar

CLARA

THOMPSON
who passed away

February 28, 1964
15 Days in Adar

In loving memory of

You are not forgotten, nor will you ever be.
As long as life and memory last,
We will miss and remember thee.

— Sadly missed by your grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RALPH

HAMOVICH
who passed away

February 24, 2008
18 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE

MITCHELL
who passed away

March 8, 1993
15 days in Adar

— Ever remembered, ever
loved by Sandy, Alan and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dearly
beloved father and zaida

JACK STAR
who passed away
March 12, 1982

17 Days in Adar, 5742
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

SARAH TRAVIS
who passed away

February 22, 1986
13 days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LILLIAN

BENDER
who passed away

March 2, 2007
13 Days in Adar

—  Ever remembered by her
loving children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,

father and grandfather

FRED FUNK
who passed away

March 7, 2007
17 Days in Adar

— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife
Agnes, his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

TEDDY BASS
who passed away

March 4, 1999
16 Days in Adar

MARION BASS
who passed away
January 5, 2011
29 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

Always in our thoughts.
Forever in our hearts.

– Cookie, Marla & Steven, Tracee and Aaron and their namesakes
Teddy, Carson Edward, Alann Maree, Stafford and Sutton.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK LAVITT
who passed away

March 5, 1991
19 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Shul times for Winnipeg's northernmost synagogue
Friday, Feb 7 - Candle Lighting: 5:16. Mincha: 5:20.

Schacharis: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 6:16
Sunday Morning service: 9:00
Weekday mornings: 8:00
Mincha/Maariv service for week of Feb 19-13: 5:20
Friday,Feb 14 - Candle Lighting: 5:28. Mincha: 5:30.

Schacharis: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 6:28
Mincha/maariv service for week of Feb 16-22: 5:30
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of

Hartford and McGregor offers traditional Orthodox
services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone
who has yahrzeit or is saying kaddish to join us for our
twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, Feb. 7 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening

service 5:20 p.m., candle lighting 5:16 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 8 - Tetzaveh - morning service 9:00

a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 5:28
p.m. 

Sunday, Feb. 9 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Feb. 10 -Thursday, Feb. 13 - morning ser-

vice 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 14 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening

service 5:30 p.m., candle lighting 5:28 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 15 - Ki Tisa - morning service 9:00

a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 6:28
p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 16 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Feb. 17 - morning service 9:00 a.m.

Evening service 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 18-Thursday,
Feb. 20 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service
6:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; phone 204-452-3711;

www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, February 7 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM;

Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 PM;
Candle Lighting 5:15 PM

Shabbat, February 8 — Parashat Tetzaveh - Morning
Service led by Members of Sisterhood 9:00 AM;
Evening Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 6:16 PM

Friday, February 14 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM;
Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 PM;
Candle Lighting 5:27 PM

Shabbat, February 15 — Parashat Ki Tisa - Morning
Service 9:00 AM; Family Service 10:30 AM; Evening
Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 6:28 PM

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 AM;
Sunday and Canadian Holidays 9:00 AM; Daily
Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 PM; Friday
Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 PM

For program and event information, please check
our website or call the synagogue office.

HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 
A heimishe Modern Orthodox Shul where everyone

is welcome! Join Rabbi Ellis and our vibrant communi-
ty in River Heights at 620 Brock Street (at the corner of
Fleet Avenue).

Parshat - Tetzaveh - February 7 - 8 – Kabbalat
Shabbat 5:15 pm, Shacharit 9:30 am, Minchah, 1:07
pm, Shabbat Ends 6:16 pm.

Parshat – Ki Tissa - February 14 - 15 - Kabbalat
Shabbat 5:30 pm, Shacharit 9:30 am, Minchah, 1:08
pm, Shabbat Ends 6:28 pm

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating

from the same location at 297 Burrows, corner of
Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi
Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom Tov at
9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, February 7 at 5:16

p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 5:15 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the

Week - TETZAVEH. Mincha service at 5:15 p.m.
Shabbat ends at 6:16 p.m.

Daily Mincha-Maariv services at 5:25 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, February 14 at 5:28

p.m. Mincha-Kabbalat Shabbat at 5:25 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the

Week - KI TISA. Mincha Service at 5:25 p.m. Shabbat
ends at 6:28 p.m.

Daily Mincha-Maariv services at 5:40 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and

everyone is invited to attend.
TEMPLE SHALOM

Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform
Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be holding: Fri.
Feb. 7 - 7:30 pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen
Soria with Cantor Len Udow.

Sat. Feb. 8 - 10:30 am - Family Shabbat Service led
by Catherine Emanuel & Jennifer Curtis-Lane with
potluck kiddush to follow. Sat. Feb. 8 - 10:30 am -
Torah study with Rabbi Karen Soria. Sat. Feb. 8 - 12
noon - Yoga Shalom. Sat. Feb. 8 - 4:00 pm - The Joseph
Chronicles with Rabbi Karen Soria. Sat. Feb. 8 - 7:30
pm - Havdallah & Adult Ed with David Topper -
“Einstein as Icon and Jew”.

Fri. Feb. 14 - 7:30 pm - Shabbat Service lay led by
Fern Swedlove & Sid Chapnick with Cantor Len Udow.

Sat. Feb. 15 - 12 noon - Yoga Shalom. Sat. Feb. 15 -
7:30 pm - Coffee House featuring “Those Guys”.

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE
TIMES



New wave cooking

I am always looking
for delicious new
ideas that are healthy
and that won’t make
my family shake with
disappointment. Why
do children always equate healthy with taste-
less or even worse: distasteful? Well one of the
best ways to fool them is to include meals with
lots of greens. Not only are they colourful, and
very tasty, but they are also chock full of nutri-
ents which we need especially during these
dark winter months. Two especially good
green vegetables are spinach and kale.

So give this kale recipe a chance today and
I guarantee that you won’t be disappointed.
The vegetable has calcium and tons of vita-
min A and C. You can place the kale in an air-
tight bag but don’t wash it until ready for use
because it wilts. If you don’t use it all and it
gets wilted and drooping, don’t throw it out,
just freeze it for later use. So here’s to healthy
tasteful foods, dear readers. Enjoy!

* * *
ROASTED CAULIFLOWER AND QUINOA

SALAD WITH PUMPKIN SEEDS
6 servings
1 cauliflower cut into bite size florets 
1/2 cup olive oil
Salt and black pepper
1 1/2 cups cooked quinoa
1 cup flat leaf parsley
1/2 cup roasted pumpkin seeds
1/4 tsp crushed red pepper
1/4 cup lemon juice

Preheat oven to 425.
On a baking pan, toss the cauliflower with

the olive oil and
crushed red pepper,
season with salt and
pepper.

Roast for 30 minutes
until the cauliflower
is soft and browned in
spots.

Toss with remaining
ingredients and serve
warm.

* * *
STUFFED KALE
WITH BULGUR

TABBOULEH AND
LIME YOGURT DIP

4 appetizer portions
1 cup plain Greek
Yogurt
2 tbsp finely grated
lime zest
1 tbsp fresh lime juice
1/2 cup medium
grade bulgur
1 tsp baking soda
16 large kale leaves
1 garlic glove
1 cup chopped flat
leaf parsley
1/2 English cucumber
peeled halved, finely
chopped
1/2 cup dried sour
cherries chopped
1/4 cup chopped mint

1/4 cup olive oil
2 tbsp fresh lemon juice
Black pepper

Mix the yogurt with the lime
zest and lime juice. Season with
salt, cover and refrigerate.

In a sauce pan, bring the bulgur
and 1 1/2 cups of water to a boil
and simmer for 2 minutes. Cover
and stand off the heat until tender
and 15 minutes and drain.

Meanwhile in a large pot, boil
16 cups of water with 1/2 tsp salt
and baking soda. Add the kale
and boil until tender 3 minutes.

Cool the kale in a ice bath and then drain,
squeeze and blot on paper towels, cut and
discard the tough stems.

Transfer the bulgur to a bowl and mix with
garlic, parsley, cucumber, sour cherries, mint
olive oil and lemon juice, salt and pepper.

Spread one at a
time and add 1/4
cup of bulgur onto
the leaf 1 inch from
the bottom tucking
in the sides as you
roll.

Serve with lime
yogurt.

* * *
LEMON RICOTTA
PANCAKES WITH
CARAMELIZED

APPLES
4 servings
2 tbsp unsalted but-
ter plus for greasing
2 crisp red or pink
apples preferably
honey crisp peeled
cored and cut into
1/2 inch pieces
1/2 tsp cinnamon
1/4 cup sugar

1 1/4 tsp lemon zest
1 1/2 cups flour 1 tsp baking powder
1 1/2 cups whole milk
3 large eggs 1/2 cup ricotta cheese
Warm pure maple syrup

In a pan melt some butter. Add the apples,
cinnamon, 2 tbsp sugar, 1/2 lemon zest. And
pinch of salt and cook over moderate heat
until golden - about 5 minutes.

In a large bowl whisk the flour, baking pow-
der salt and remaining sugar.

In a medium whisk the milk with the egg
yolk ricotta and remaining lemon zest. Fold
in dry ingredients.

In a stainless steel bowl beat egg whites
until stiff and fold into batter.

Heat griddle and grease with butter. Scoop
1/4 cup batter onto griddle, heat till bubbles
surface and flip once. Transfer to plates and
spoon warm apples on top.
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By

FRANCINE KURLANDSKI

Does your community have a voice on television?
Be that voice!

Learn to:

Host. Edit. Shoot. 

Direct. Produce.

JOIN US FOR OUR OPEN HOUSE
Thursday Feb.13th @ 5:30pm - 7:00pm
22 Scurfield Blvd.

RSVP to:  CreateTV@shaw.ca  |  204-594-3833

For more info:  www.shaw.ca/shawtv/winnipeg



JERUSALEM (JTA) -- Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
rapped U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry for warning that Israel would
face more international boycotts if the peace process fails.

"Attempts to impose a boycott on the State of Israel are immoral and
unjust," Netanyahu said January 26 at the start of the weekly Cabinet
meeting. "Moreover, they will not achieve their goal."

Kerry had said the previous day at the Munich Security Conference
that the Israeli-Palestinian conflict cannot continue because it is "not
sustainable."

"You see for Israel there is an increasing delegitimization campaign
that has been building up," he said. "People are very sensitive to it;
there is talk of boycott and other kinds of things. Are we all going to

be better with all of that?”
In his response, Netanyahu also said that

boycotts push the peace process further away
by causing the Palestinians "to adhere to their
intransigent positions," and that "no pressure
will cause me to concede the vital interests of
the State of Israel, especially the security of
Israel's citizens."

Other Israeli government officials also took
exception to Kerry's comments made to
reporters in Munich.

"You can't force the State of Israel to negoti-
ate with a gun to our heads while we are dis-
cussing the most critical of our national secu-
rity interests," Minister of Strategic Affairs Yuval
Steinitz said.

Economy Minister Naftali Bennett, whose
remarks on the peace process last week nearly
led to a government coalition crisis, said Israel
"expect(s) our friends around the world to
stand beside us, against anti-Semitic boycott
efforts targeting Israel, and not for them to be
their amplifier."

Kerry said that "for Israel, the stakes are also
enormously high" if the peace process fails,
alluding to possible violence as "a response
from disappointed Palestinians and the Arab
community."

He said he would continue to press for a
peace agreement because "I believe in the pos-
sibility or I wouldn't pursue this." He added
that "the consequences of failure are unac-
ceptable."

By MYRON LOVE 
For the third year in a row, Gray

Academy of Jewish Education Junior
High School students got together with
their counterparts at the Talmud Torah
School in Edmonton for an early January
Shabbaton. This year though, for the first
time, the Shabbaton was held in
Edmonton.

“It started with a phone call two years
ago from Frida Pesin, the principal of the
Talmud Torah School in Edmonton,” says
Gray Academy science teacher Dr.
Sheppy Coodin, who co-ordinates the
Shabbatons from this end. (The Talmud
Torah is a k-7 school which has been in
operation in Edmonton for over 100
years.) “She was looking for a Shabbaton in
which her students could participate.”

That first year (January 2012), Coodin
reports, Pesin brought six Grade 7 students to
Winnipeg. Last year, she brought all the
Grade 7 and 8 students to Winnipeg. 

(Coodin notes that the Talmud Torah has an
enrollment of 30 students this year in its
Grade 7, 8 and 9 classes. Edmonton has a
Jewish population of about 5,000.) 

“This year, we wanted to reciprocate,”
Coodin says. “So we went to Edmonton.”

With a generous grant from the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba, the Gray Academy
leased two buses for the 15-hour overnight
drive to Edmonton. The buses carried 60
Grade 8 and 9 students, five teachers and 19
madrichim – Grade 11 and 12 students – to
help run the Shabbaton program.

The group was able to book rooms at the
Fantasy Land Hotel in the West Edmonton
Mall thanks to a sizeable discount, compli-
ments of the Iranian-born Jewish Ghermezian

family, which owns the hotel and the mall.
The Winnipeg group left for Edmonton

on Wednesday, January 8, returning on the
13th. 

While the core of the program was the
Shabbaton – with the Grade 11 and 12 stu-
dents leading Shabbat services (including
Torah reading) at the hotel, the Winnipeg vis-
itors also visited the Alberta Legislature and
Telus Science Centre, enjoyed the water park
at the mall, did some Israeli dancing and
dropped in on the Beth Shalom and Beth
Israel Synagogues. (Former Winnipegger Klil
Rose is the Beth Shalom’s rabbi.)

“Frida Pesin did an excellent job of orga-
nizing everything,” Coodin says. “Hopefully,
the relationship between our schools will
continue. Winnipeg and Edmonton both
have nice Jewish communities. I think it is
really important for our students to make
connections with kids in other cities.”

22 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, February 5, 2014

Community news
R

EA
L CAR

E Caring Compassionate Professional Service
you’ve come to trust

PROVIDING:
Alzheimer Care 

A A

 Palliative Care 
A A

 Post-Operative Care
Stroke Care 

A A

 Long-Term Care 
A A

 Rehabilitation
Respite 

A A

 ‘Coming home’ new Moms and infants
PROVIDED BY: INSURED & BONDED

RN’s 
A A

 LPN’s 
A A

 Health Care Aides
Home Support Workers 

A A

 Companions

We offer a variety of programs and services
Individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
Free nursing assessment

24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Call Elba Haid or Angela Pollett at REALCARE

Elba Haid
President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

Homecare from  the Heart

Gray Academy students connect with Edmonton counterparts

Sixty Grade 8 & 9 students, along with five
teachers and 19 madrichim went to
Edmonton from January 8-13.

Two buses were leased to make the 15-hour
overnight trip to Edmonton.

In 2012 and 2013 students from Edmonton’s
Talmud Torah made the trip to Winnipeg. This
was the first year Winnipeg students made the
trip to Edmonton.

Netanyahu rips Kerry remarks on Israel boycotts



By DAVE GORDON
Teztaveh is the only parsha in Exodus that does not include mention of

Moshe.
The Sages teach us this is connected to the sin of the Golden Calf, when

God told Moshe that He was angry enough to destroy the Israelites.
Pleading with God not to follow through with the threat, Moshe respond-

ed: “And now if You would forgive their sin; but if not, erase me now from
Your book,” (Exodus 32:32), and God relented.

Moshe’s request of being rubbed out of “Your book” meant his absence
from this parsha. 

And it’s because Moshe lodged a poor defense.
How could the mere erasing of Moshe’s name be a sufficient enough

appeal for God to overlook the idolatry?
In contrast, Abraham argued with God several times to save two entire evil

cities! One might think Moshe would learn from this lesson, and adamant-
ly protest to save the Israelites, as it would be fundamentally unjust to
destroy a people because of one rash transgression.

And since the Sages tell us that Noach was deemed unworthy to be a fore-
father of the Jewish people due to his failure to pro-actively reach out and
save others from sin, perhaps God’s threat to Moshe was a test to see how
much, and how far, he would come to the defense of his people.

From this we can learn that we have a moral duty to step in, forcefully, and
guard the innocent and protect those who cannot defend themselves.

When appropriate, we must rise to the occasion to ensure the vulnerable
are not mistreated. 

As an epilogue, Moshe wasn’t entirely ‘forgotten’ in this parsha. The read-
ing of this parsha almost always coincides with his Yahrzeit.

* * *
Impatient for Moshe to descend from Mount Sinai, the Israelites took their

gold earrings to melt into a calf, which they danced around and wor-
shipped. Rabbi Yehoshua Isaac Shapira of Slonim (1801-1873) brings in an
interesting lesson. The Israelites, at least, were prepared to surrender their
wealth in the zealous pursuit of spirituality - however misguided. In contrast,
most people today are too quick to surrender their connection with God in
order to pursue wealth. If only we had the enthusiasm in dedicating our
resources to God as the Israelites did at the golden calf, the Jews would be
in better shape. 

Important questions to ask are these: had they felt as though Moshe failed
them, had they given up on God, or did they think they required an inter-
mediary to channel their pent-up spiritual energies?

The text reveals reasons for the calf: Moshe was delayed (according to the
people at the mountain) and they gave up on him, and they were eager to
create a figure to focus their celebration of freedom.

Not a single person at the base of the mountain stopped to ask whether

somebody should check on Moshe. After all, he was at the top of the moun-
tain for forty days without bringing food and water.

And why had the calf been fashioned out of earrings? If they had gold ear-
rings, certainly they had other gold. Why earrings, and not bracelets, finger
rings, or gold coins? Talmudic reasoning teaches us that it is sometimes not
enough to ask “Why this?” but also to ask, “Why not that?”

Judaism teaches that wisdom begins with listening. There is the Oral Law,
the Shema (Hear O Israel) as the seminal prayer, the Ten Commandments in
Hebrew are called the Eseret Dibrut (The Ten Utterances) which are to be
read and heard.

The jewelry of the ears was the sacrifice of choice, symbolic of the fact that
the Israelites gave up on listening to the word of God.

* * *
The Israelites wanted so badly to merge a calf and fire, that God made the

symbolism return later, but turned it on its head. The Israelites would learn
that at the Temple they must set aflame a live red heifer (a red cow) on the
altar in order to purify a person who had touched a dead body.

Doing so would be forever associated with the death of a person, in con-
trast to the lively dancing at the base of Mount Sinai. Destroying a cow,
rather than creating one, would be essence of attaining spiritual recovery.

God, moreover, saw that the Israelites wanted so intently to make a cow
central to their worship, that He made cows central to worshipping Him. He
made the sanctification of that animal in His name, by having the people of
Israel make His holy book out of cow, and the tefillin out of cow, and the
parchment on every doorway made out of cow.
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133 Matheson Avenue East
INDEPENDENT RETIREMENT

LIVING…
55+ East of Main Street

Park like setting, located in a
residential area. On a major bus
route. Large apartments. F/S,

Balcony, Carpets, Security
System. Utilities included.

1 B/R…$840.00
2 B/R…$940.00
Parking is extra

Ph. (204)338-4671 Ext: 2227

Elena Livni
Sutton Group -

Kilkenny Real Estate
(204) 298-7079

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

Bus.   204-339-6969
Fax.   204-339-2717
Res.   204-334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Piano, Guitar, Violin, Flute,
Voice & Theory Studio

Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 204-489-9048

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

M U S I C  L E S S O N S

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 BR, 2  BR and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
Includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.
Contact 204-453-5178
inquire@shindico.com

FO R  R E N T

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

204-925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

R E A L  E S TAT E

Waterproofing leaky
foundation, repairing

leaky basements,
weeping tiles, chimney

leaks, leveling porches &
steps, patio blocks,

sidewalks & teleposts.
For estimate call

204-582-9048

WATERPROOFING

MISSION HILLS
Rancho Mirage California.

For Rent.
Beautiful large detached
condo in premium gated

community.
2 large BR each with king bed.

Plus large den.
3 ensuite bathrooms,

beautiful views.
Available immediately.

$1,000/week or
$3,500/month.

Call Miriam at 416-312-8387
or email

michelle.hudson@cibc.ca.

Let’s have more comedy evenings!
On January 17th at the Purple Room,

“Three Jews and a Shiksa” took the stage for
an evening of comedy. The Jewish comedi-
ans involved were Dan Goldberg, Jared
Rayter and myself, while Melanie Dahling
was the Shiksa. The idea for the show was to
celebrate the great Jewish talent emerging in
this city. The Winnipeg Jewish community
has always been supportive of its strong arts

community, whether in the form of great musical acts such as Finjan,
dancing groups such as Chai, or the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre. While,
the comedy addition to the Jewish Arts scene is newer, with such
strong Jewish acts I am confident that in the next few years it will
make strong headways and take its rightful place among the others. 

The joke of the night went to Dan Goldberg, who talked about how
he looked up his family’s coat of arms “on Ancestry.com for the
Goldberg Family crest and the only thing that came up was a little
pile of money with a hat on it.” Despite it being a cold snowy night,
the audience that made it down was extremely receptive. 

So what’s next? Well, I would really like to work with the Jewish
Federation’s YAD, Young Adult Department, in the future as I see that
as a great opportunity for collaboration. I mean it’s the target audi-
ence, 18-30, that Dan, Jared and I generally write for, well it would
offer them a new opportunity to connect with its members. One idea
would be a fundraiser for YAD at the Park Theatre.

Speaking of jokes, I was thinking of material for a show when I
thought of the plastic bags you get in stores and how useful they are,
so here are  some example of jokes that I wrote this morning:
“Supervalue, because we are garbage.” “Safeway, because who else’s
bag would you trust when it comes to picking up your dogs poo”. Or
alternatively, “we care about what you care about, therefore, who
else’s bag would you trust when it comes to picking up after your
dog”. This third example is very similar to the 2nd, but slightly dif-
ferent and sometimes the wording makes all the difference in how
well a joke does.

By

ADAM SCHWARTZ

Tetzaveh and Ki Tisa – Many messages from the Mountain



By MARTIN ZEILIG
THAT’S ALL IN THE WORLD I OWN…
Sitting here in rags in Dachau,
That’s all in the world I own –
Rusty, beat up, ugly tin cup,
From the Nazis on a loan.
Where’s my home, my fine china,
The fine silks of cloth and rest?
From the libretto of A Twentieth Century

Passion by Peter Gary.
When he lived in Los Angeles, California

composer and Holocaust survivor Dr. A. Peter
Gary, 90, would regularly attend the annual
Bach Festival in the small coastal city of
Carmel (530 km north of L.A.), a community
known for, as the travel brochures say, its nat-
ural scenery and rich artistic history.

The majestic music he heard moved Gary, a
resident of Victoria, B.C. since 1991, to create
his own work of art. 

Gary was a featured speaker at the 2009
Holocaust Symposium held at the University
of Winnipeg, and organized by the Freeman
Family Foundation Holocaust Education
Centre of the Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada.

The world premiere of Gary’s oratorio, A
Twentieth-Century Passion, will be performed
on Wednesday April 2, 2014 at 7:30 pm in
the Farquhar Auditorium at the University of
Victoria. 

“This monumental composition is written to
address the six million lives lost during the
horrific events of the Holocaust,” says infor-
mation from the university’s Department of
Humanities. 

The oratorio features a full orchestra and
two choirs; it will be conducted by Timothy
Vernon, the founding artistic director of
Pacific Opera Victoria.  

“The message of the music relates to
Holocaust remembrance and education and
using this knowledge in order to help make
the world a better place today,” said Professor
Helga Thorson, Chair Department of
Germanic and Slavic Studies UVic, during an
interview with The Jewish Post & News. 

She noted that Gary has spoken to students
in her course on ‘The Power of Propaganda
and the Politics of Persecution: Literature and
Film of the Holocaust and Third Reich.’

“Yet, the message is only one part of it; the
medium is the other,” offered Prof. Thorson.  

“Music can do things that words cannot.
Taken together, the libretto combined with
the music, the performance has the ability to
take us places that words alone cannot.”

She also called Gary a very dynamic speak-
er. 

Charlie Sitwell, past president of the JHC of
Western Canada and a former chairperson of

the Holocaust Education Centre, confirms
that Gary “really connects” with people,
especially the youth.

“One of the young girls at the Holocaust
Symposium (2009) came up to him and want-
ed to hug him right on stage,” said Sitwell
during a telephone interview.

“She was so moved by his talk. He’s a fan-
tastic person, a survivor of five concentration
camps.”

During the concerts in Carmel, Gary said
he began to question how come the life and
death of one Jew, namely Jesus Christ, is
depicted with the greatest music ever written
from Bach to Bernstein in oratorios,
requiems, passions, “but, there is nothing in
the world musical literature about the life and
death of six million?”

“The next thing I remember, the words ‘A
Twentieth Century Passion’ appeared,” said
Gary.

“It was as if our one and a half million mur-
dered Jewish children had guided my hands.
The next thing I remember…the words ‘A
Twentieth Century Passion’ appeared.” 

Dr. Gary comes by his musical talent hon-
estly, so-to-speak. 

Born in Poland in 1924 into an artistic fam-
ily that included the likes of Lilie Kraus and
Eugene Ormandy, Peter, under the encour-
agement of his mother, began his musical
training on the piano before the age of five,
notes supplied biographical information.

Admitted to the Franz Liszt Royal Academy
in Budapest, Hungary, as a “wunderkind” at
the age of 11, he studied advanced choral and
orchestral composition and conducting under

the tutelage of Bela Bartok, Zoltan Kodaly, and
Leo Weiner. Part of his education included
being rehearsal pianist for the Royal Opera
Ballet and conducting small orchestras.

In 1941 his education was interrupted
when Peter and his mother were arrested by
the Nazis just before Christmas. 

“His father had been away on a business
trip, which allowed him to escape into hid-
ing,” says the provided material. 

“Peter was in three different death camps
until liberated from Bergen-Belsen by the
British on his 21st birthday. This dreadful
experience plus his classical music education
makes him uniquely qualified to compose
this monumental work on the Holocaust.
Following the war, Peter journeyed to Paris,
resuming his musical studies at the Sorbonne.
He received a doctorate in Musicology in
1949.

“Music was put on the back burner for
many years after immigrating to the United
States, although he did have brief employ-
ment in the music department at MGM.”

In 1963, he took a year off to compose a
ballet suite performed in France. 

Gary has composed more than 20 orches-
tral and chamber pieces that have been per-
formed in the United States, Canada,
Germany, Holland, France, and Scotland. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Gary, who said that he
would also like to see his oratorio performed at
the new Canadian Museum for Human Rights
someday, called composers a strange lot. 

“Our creative art is the most abstract form
of all other creativity,” he explained. 

“The most important factor in all of the arts is
the need to express something by the artist. I
hope I have done this, almost 40 years ago. I
feel I did owe it for surviving the Holocaust and
giving the world an avenue to remember it.”

A Twentieth Century Passion is a work that
comes from his soul, his experience, and his
passion to ensure that the children are
remembered – and that it never happens
again. 
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Peter Gary and his oratorio, A Twentieth Century Passion

DR. A. PETER GARY: “It was as if our one
and a half million murdered Jewish children
had guided my hands.” Photo credit University
of Victoria (UVic) Staff Photographer.

Would you like to go to Victoria to
attend the world premiere of A
Twentieth Century Passion?

In conjunction with Carlson
Wagonlit Travel, The Jewish Post &
News has a special offer for anyone
who might be interested in going to
Victoria to hear the world premiere
of Peter Gary’s oratorio on April 2nd.

From March 28 – April 5 anyone
who wishes to go to Victoria will be
able to take advantage of a fabulous-
ly low rate to stay at a beautiful
Victoria hotel, The Harbour Towers
Hotel & Suites. 

Rates begin as low as $97* per
night (based on double occupancy)
and include complimentary parking
(a regular $15/day charge) and a free
hot breakfast daily (a regular
$13/person value).

If you are interested in finding out
more about this terrific offer or would
like to plan your holiday in beautiful
Victoria, British Columbia, contact
Roberta Roseblatt at Carlson
Wagonlit Travel at 204-336-7227.

The cut-off date for booking rooms
at the Harbour Towers is March 7.

*The offer does not include applicable
taxes, but is quoted in Canadian funds.


