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John Diamond Named New CEO of the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba

In a press release issued
Thursday, January 30, the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba
announced the appointment of
John Diamond as its new CEO.
Diamond is scheduled to begin his
new role on Monday, February 10,
2020.

A lifelong resident of Winnipeg,
Diamond’s appointment follows a
period of more than a year in
which the Foundation had no
CEO. The previous CEO, Tara
Fainstein, had been fired from her
position in October 2018, after
less than a year on the job.
Fainstein had been hired following
the retirement of Marsha Cowan
as Foundation CEO.

Despite not having a CEO, the Foundation managed to contin-
ue operating successfully - having received $7.5 million in new
contributions in the 2018 fiscal year, and having allocated a
record  $4,558,794 in grants during that period - up $13,055
from the previous year.

To read more about John Diamond’s appointment as CEO, turn
to page 6 of this issue.

Leo Lowy’s story of survival centrepiece of annual remembrance program
By MYRON LOVE

Since the International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance (IHRA) in 2005 designated January 27
– the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz

– as the date for the annual commemoration of the
Holocaust, communities around the world have been
planning events on or around that date to continue to
raise awareness of the greatest evil of the 20th century
and remember the victims.

The centerpiece of this year’s commemoration - in
Winnipeg – of the 75th anniversary of the liberation of
Auschwitz - was the story of Holocaust survivor Leo
Lowy. Roughly 500 people gathered at the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights on the afternoon of
Sunday, January 26, to hear his story.

As with many, if not most, Holocaust survivors,

Lowy’s story – as related by his son, Richard, in Leo’s
own words (he passed away in Vancouver in 2002) and a
documentary - “Leo’s Journey” – begins with a happy
childhood surrounded by a large extended Jewish family
and friends – in his case in the town of Berehova, which
was then located in Carpathia and is now part of Ukraine
– an idyll that was shattered by the arrival of the Nazis
(although in Hungary, which captured Berehova at the
beginning of the war, the Hungarian fascist Arrow Cross
would be almost as brutal).

Lowy and his sister, Miriam, were saved from the
ovens - the fate of the rest of their family - at Auschwitz
in the summer of 1944 for the reason that they were
twins – a particular interest
of Dr. Josef Mengele – AKA
“The Angel of Death” – who

Continued on page 2. 
See “Leo Lowy”.

Peace, what could go wrong?
By RON KAMPEAS

WASHINGTON (JTA) – Call it the deal of the century,
the ultimate deal, the vision for peace: President Donald
Trump and his Middle East team unveiled their long-await-
ed peace plan on Tuesday, January 28. 

The plan has its supporters, but it was also criticized and declared dead on arrival
by numerous commentators. Here’s some of the important drama playing out around
the release that you may have missed.

Kushner’s flustered
Jared Kushner, the presidential son-in-law and fixer of all that’s broke, was about

as flustered as we’ve ever seen him after his plan was released. He really wants us to
trust his wisdom: He told Sky News Arabia that he’s read 25 books on the conflict.

He also went on CNN Tuesday night to argue that the plan is extremely viable, if
only the Palestinians would take it up.

“The Palestinian leadership have to ask themselves a question, do they want to
have a state, do they want to have a better life,” Kushner said. “If they do, we have
created a framework for them to have it and we’re going to treat them in a very
respectful manner. If they don’t, then they’re going to screw up another opportunity
like they’ve screwed up every opportunity that they’ve ever had in their existence.”

Kushner additionally cleaned up some of the mess surrounding Netanyahu’s con-
troversial goal of imminent and unilateral annexation of Israel’s West Bank settle-
ments, saying on Thursday that the U.S. will not support such a move until after
Israel’s March elections.

“The Jordan Valley can mean a lot of different
things,” the White House adviser said. “What we have

Continued on page 2.
See “Peace”.
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greeted every arriving train and determined
which of the Jews and others coming out of
the boxcars would live and which would be
sent right to the gas chambers.

In introducing his father’s story, Richard Lowy noted that, as with many
Holocaust survivors, Leo was reluctant to talk about his experiences as a
subject of the notorious Mengele. It was only in the late 1990s that Leo
began talking about what happened to him and his sister.

In 2000, the Vancouver businessman was persuaded by his three sons,
Richard and older brothers Gary and Stephen, to return to Europe and
revisit Auschwitz, as well as his hometown. Richard Lowy’s documentary,
“Leo’s Journey”, intersperses scenes from the family’s travels with inter-
views with two other Holocaust survivors – each of whom had a twin sis-
ter – and archival historical footage. The documentary was narrated by the
distinguished Canadian actor Christopher Plummer.

I was somewhat surprised to learn from the documentary that the
Germans actually had a trial run in performing medical experiments on
unwilling living people. Pre World War I, Germany had colonies in Africa
where thousands of Africans were rounded up, interned in concentration
camps and subjected to medical experiments at the behest of German
pharmaceutical companies. After the first World War, the German colonies
in Africa came under British rule.

Also of note in the documentary was the role that eugenics played in
Nazi thinking and the Final Solution. Eugenics was a popular scientific
theory which called for forced sterilization of so-called weaker individu-
als – those with mental or physical handicaps, addictions or criteria based
on race – in order to “improve the quality of the human species”.

Prior to the showing of the documentary, Lowy narrated his father’s
story based on an interview that Leo gave to the Holocaust Memorial
Museum in Washington in 1985. In his father’s words, Richard Lowy
described Leo’s early life in Berehova in a family of six children (he was
the only boy). When the Hungarians came in 1939, Leo had recalled, they
were mainly interested in robbing the Jews.

He described how, in 1944, the Nazis shut up all the Jews in town in a
brick factory for almost ten days, than loaded them into boxcars for the
journey to Auschwitz. The then 15-year-old Lowy remembered the chaos
and hollering when they arrived at Auschwitz, the presence of Mengele on
the platform directing people to the left or right –to the gas chambers and
death or to life, miserable as it may have been – and his and Miriam’s
being separated from the rest of the family, put into a van with several
other sets of Jewish twins, and driven to a hospital barracks. 

“I was getting injections all over my body,” he recalled.
Some twins were operated on and, he recalls, one young male was cas-

trated.
One time, he was taken into a room, put on a table and had his blood

drained to transfuse a German soldier on the next table. “I was so weak
after that I had to practically crawl back to the barracks.”

Lowy recalled teams of doctors, daily blood tests, being examined every
day and being injected with various fluids. “It wasn’t painful, but it was
scary,” he noted. “I had never even seen a doctor before.”

He recounted one time when he and his sister were personally examined
by Mengele. “He was soft-spoken and trying to be pleasant, but I was so
scared that I was shaking.”

Every morning, Lowy remembered, he would wake up in his barracks to
find several others in the barracks had died overnight. ‘We would have to
assemble for roll calls every morning with the corpses.”

On January 17, 1945, Lowy and all the rest of the surviving inmates of
Auschwitz were assembled to be sent on a death march in the cold and the
snow. “I knew I wouldn’t survive it,” he said.

He managed to hide in a basement with a few others for three days until
liberated by the Americans.

He and Miriam came to Canada in 1948 as war orphans.
“My dad had been

involved in
Holocaust education
in his later years,”
noted Richard Lowy.
“After he passed
away, I felt that I had
to continue his lega-
cy of Holocaust edu-
cation.”

The afternoon pro-
gram also included:
two selections from
Zane Zalis’s oratorio,
“I Believe”, sung by
the Winnipeg Youth
Chorus; remarks by
Clint Curle, senior
adviser to the presi-

dent for stakeholder relations at the museum; and Belle Jarniewski, the
executive director of the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada
(which partnered with the CMHR). Financial support was also provided
by the Azrieli Foundation.

Jarniewski, who is the child of Holocaust survivors, spoke of the “shock-
ing reoccurence of antisemitic hate and violence” in the last few years –
especially in western countries which Jews looked to after the war as safe
havens.

On the positive side, more than 50 world leaders came to Auschwitz to
mark the 75th anniversary of the liberation and, a few days earlier, a group
of Jewish and Muslim leaders, led by Muslim World League Secretary-
General Mohammed bin Abdulkarim al-Issa, also paid a visit to
Auschwitz.

“With the passage of time,” Jarniewski observed, “survivor memoirs and
testimony will play an increasingly central role in the safeguarding of the
historical record. It is our duty to ensure that their words are implemented
into education on the Holocaust, human rights, and genocide awareness. “

As to the Angel of Death himself, Jarniewski noted that regrettably, he
was never brought to justice. As with many other Nazis, he escaped to
South America where he died in a drowning accident in Paraguay in 1979.
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Community news

now is almost like called more of a
term sheet, and then we have to
work over a couple months to turn
that into a document that we can

both feel good about.”

The part of the plan no one’s talking about  - but should be
Perhaps the most explosive part of the proposal has been given the least

attention. The plan identifies a number of Arab towns along Israel’s border
with the West Bank and suggests the towns and their residents can easily
transition into a Palestinian state.

“The Triangle Communities consist of Kafr Qara, Ar’ara, Baha al-
Gharbiyye, Umm al Fahm, Qalansawe, Tayibe, Kafr Qasim, Tira, Kafr
Bara and Jaljulia. These communities, which largely self-identify as
Palestinian, were originally designated to fall under Jordanian control dur-
ing the negotiations of the Armistice Line of 1949, but ultimately were
retained by Israel for military reasons that have since been mitigated. The
Vision contemplates the possibility, subject to agreement of the parties that
the borders of Israel will be redrawn such that the Triangle Communities
become part of the State of Palestine,” the plan says.

How does this happen? Who is consulted? Do the residents, over
200,000, get a say? A few are Knesset members. If they don’t, is that con-
sistent with international law?

Reporters asked Netanyahu at a briefing following the rollout exactly
how this would come about. All he would say is that it would “come to a
determination” without explaining what that means.

Do these communities even “largely self-identify as Palestinian”? The
polls suggest it’s complicated. Moreover, despite signifiers of segregation
– separate schools, virtually no intermarriage – there are many ways that
these communities are integrated into Israel, through work and commercial
relationships and friendships. Does that change with a stroke of the pen?
Settlement freeze on the hot seat

The plan also stipulates that Israel cannot “build any new settlement
towns, expand existing settlements or advance plans to build in those
areas” determined to be part of a future Palestinian state.”

The settlement movement in Israel has been driven – and still is to a
degree – not by government but by rogues, pioneers, cowboys, call them
what you like: Folks who settle first and ask permission later. Why would
that stop just because Netanyahu says it should?

In Netanyahu’s briefing, I asked him how Israel would enforce the set-
tlement freeze. He dismissed the question, saying “Israel has a government
and an army.”

Yes it does. But it also had a government and an army in the late 1960s
and the 1970s when those first unsanctioned settlements were going up.
Now those very settlements could be on the verge of being annexed to
Israel.
Status Qua?

There were titters in the room during the announcement news conference
when Trump called the third holiest mosque in Islam Al-Aqua (it’s Al-
Aqsa). But there were more serious signs that the folks who put the deal
together weren’t quite aware of the status of Haram al Sharif, as the entire
enclave is known, also known as the Temple Mount – the holiest site in
Judaism.

“Jerusalem’s holy sites should remain open and available for peaceful
worshippers and tourists of all faiths,” the plan’s text reads. “People of
every faith should be permitted to pray on the Temple Mount/Haram al-
Sharif, in a manner that is fully respectful to their religion, taking into
account the times of each religion’s prayers and holidays, as well as other
religious factors.”

The point about “people of every faith” praying on the Temple Mount is
extremely sensitive. Although activists want this to change, Jews currently
are not allowed to pray on the Temple Mount by the site’s Jordanian author-
ity. The issue has periodically led to violent attacks on Jewish worshippers
and pushback by Israeli security. Changing the status quo by fiat drafted in
Washington is sure to cause a dilemma.

Peace
(Continued from page 1.)

Leo Lowy
Continued from page 1.
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Rady JCC news

Rady JCC Announces Carol & Neil Duboff as 
48th Annual Ken Kronson Sports Dinner Honourees

Event to take place Tuesday, May 12, 2020, at the RBC Convention Centre Winnipeg
The Rady Jewish Community Centre is pleased

to announce it will honour community activists
Carol & Neil Duboff at the 48th Annual Rady JCC
Ken Kronson Sports Dinner. They will be featured
alongside NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman, this
year’s keynote speaker.

“Carol and Neil are very active members and
contributors to both the Winnipeg Jewish and gen-
eral communities, “said Rady JCC President
Lindsay Sawyer Fay. “The Rady JCC has been
fortunate to have the generous long-time support
of the Duboff family since its inception.”

Carol is a retired schoolteacher who spent 33 years within the Winnipeg
School Division. Even though retired, she continues to pour herself into
volunteer and community work. She began over 40 years ago, calling
donors on Super Sunday for Combined Jewish Appeal at the YMHA on
Hargrave Avenue. Carol has been a member of Winnipeg ORT for 38 years
where she has served various roles including Chapter President and
Winnipeg Regional President. Some other past volunteer roles include
member of the Reading Council of Greater Winnipeg, and Board member
of both Jewish Child and Family Service and Winnipeg Jewish Theatre.
Carol remains strongly connected to the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg,
serving in many capacities such as co-chair of Super Sunday, a member of
the Women’s Philanthropy Division and has been the Chair of the
Community Planning Committee for the past four years.

Neil is currently the managing partner of the firm Duboff Edwards

Haight & Schachter Law Corporation. Born in
Winnipeg, he recognizes the importance of being
involved in his community, currently serving as a
Trustee of the City of Winnipeg Pension Plan,
Chair of the Board of the Saint Boniface Hospital
Foundation, Chair of the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue Capital Campaign, a Director of the
Saint Boniface Hospital and a member of the Arab
Jewish Dialogue. Some of Neil’s previous volun-
teer roles include Chair of the Manitoba Health
Professions Advisory Council, President of the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, President of

Jewish Child and Family Service, Member of the Manitoba Public Utilities
Board, a director of Winnipeg Squash Racquet Club, a director of the
Native Association of Trust Officers, and a director of the Children’s
Hospital Research Foundation.

ABOUT THE 48TH ANNUAL KEN KRONSON SPORTS DINNER
The annual event – the largest of its kind in Manitoba – raises funds to

enable the Rady JCC to provide scholarships, camperships and communi-
ty service programs for those in the community who need them most
regardless of financial situation, ability, age or cultural background. The
evening includes a four-course gala dinner, silent, live, and rainbow auc-
tions. Individual tickets, corporate tables, and sponsorships are available.

Full details can be found by visiting www.radyjcc.com/annual-sports-
dinner or by contacting Michelle McFarlane at 204.477.7513 or by email
at mmcfarlane@radyjcc.com.

NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman to Headline Rady JCC Ken Kronson Sports Dinner
The Rady Jewish Community Centre is pleased to

announce NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman, as its keynote
speaker for the 48th Annual Rady JCC Ken Kronson Sports
Dinner taking place on Tuesday, May 12, 2020 at the RBC
Convention Centre.

Bettman has served as the Commissioner of the National
Hockey League since 1993. During his tenure as commis-
sioner he has guided the world’s top professional hockey
league through more than two decades of growth and
advancement on and off the ice. Record revenues, record
attendance and numerous fan-friendly and community-
minded initiatives are just a few examples of the ways
Commissioner Bettman has brought the NHL to a broader
audience, through more media platforms, than any time in
league history. In recognition of his many contributions to
the game, he was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in
2018.

In addition, Commissioner Bettman created the first Department of
Player Safety in pro sports. The Department is entrusted with the continued
consideration of suggesting proposed changes to rules and equipment that
will make the game safer for its players.

Charity, community service and diversity also have been at the forefront
of Commissioner Bettman’s tenure. Hockey Fights Cancer has raised mil-

lions in support of cancer research and awareness. He
was instrumental in the creation of grass root initiatives
that bring hockey to youngsters. These programs
include “Hockey is for Everyone,” a part of the NHL
Foundation, the NHL’s charitable and community rela-
tions organization and a major component of the
League’s youth hockey programming.

A native of Queens, NY, he also served 12 years with
the National Basketball Association. Prior to that, he
worked at the Proskauer Rose Goetz & Mendelsohn law
firm. He graduated from Cornell University and the
New York University School of Law. He and his wife
Shelli have three children and five grandchildren.

The evening includes a fabulous four course gala din-
ner, silent, live and rainbow auctions plus so much more.

The event raises funds each year to support program-
ming at the Rady JCC’s community service efforts, notably camperships
for under privileged children, scholarships and subsidies for families in
need, and seniors and special needs programming.

Individual tickets and/or corporate tables and sponsorship opportunities
are available. For more information, please contact Michelle McFarlane at
(204) 477-7513 or mmcfarlane@radyjcc.com
(mailto:mmcfarlane@radyjcc.com)

CAROL & NEIL DUBOFF

NHL Commissioner 
GARY BETTMAN



Ihappen to be in Mexico as I write this week’s
column. One of the great things about being a
newspaper editor is that you don’t have to be

located in any particular spot on the globe in
order to do your job. It’s really a matter of keep-
ing in touch – both with the other people who
help in putting together this paper each issue, and
various individuals to whom I turn for informa-
tion about particular stories.

I’m lucky in that I have Myron Love to keep me well informed as to
which stories we might want to cover while I’m away. As anyone who’s
been following this paper for any time now would know, Myron covers an
amazingly wide gamut of stories for us. His interests are quite diverse and,
even though I’m the editor of this paper, if it weren’t for my reading
Myron’s articles about what’s happening within Winnipeg’s Jewish com-
munity – the same as the rest of our readers, I would be much less well
informed about goings on in Winnipeg.

This week my wife,
older sister, and I were
fortunate to be able to
attend a large Shabbat
dinner hosted by the
Chabad in Puerto
Villarta (although
we’re not staying in
Puerto Vallarta; we’re
in Nuevo Vallarta,
which we find much
quieter and far more
beautiful than Puerto –
in case anyone reading
this should ever think
of coming down to
Mexico and hasn’t
been to this part of the
country before).

As it was, there were
also many
Winnipeggers at this
particular dinner,
which was led by
young Rabbi Shneur
Hecht and his wife
Mushkie, (also joined
by their two children,
Tzivia and Menachem,
who contributed a

delightful singing of a
Shabbes song  - which
was totally incompre-
hensible). 

Rabbi Hecht bears an
uncanny resemblance
to our own Rabbi
Shmuly Altein – both in
appearance, and in his
charismatic personality.
Rabbi Hecht told the
some 200 individuals
who had gathered in an
elegant hotel known as
the “Secret” (and for
which I was vastly
overdressed in my
Bermuda shorts... Who
knew it was going to be
a fancy, shmancy din-
ner?) that he and his
wife had arrived in
Puerto Vallarta only
three years ago – with
instructions to begin a
Chabad movement
here. Since then, the
Hechts have been
remarkably successful
in attracting Jews from
all over the world to
their Friday evening

services and dinners, with the highlight of the year apparently being this
particular dinner, known as “Shabbat 180” (for the number of people who
were expected to attend. In fact, the number, as I noted, was well over 180
– a testament to the success of last year’s dinner, the rabbi explained, which
attracted 90 individuals.)

At our own table we were joined by former Winnipeggers Evelyn
Numerow and Harris Gulko, along with Beverly Gorenstein. Two other of
our dinner mates - their name being “Pink”, also had a Winnipeg connec-
tion, as Mrs. Pink had lived in Transcona, while both Mr. and Mrs. Pink had
been married at the Shaarey Zedek in 1952 by the late Rabbi Milton Aaron.
(Anyone who travels knows you can bump into former Winnipeggers
everywhere. As Beverly Gorenstein conversed with others at our table she
quickly established that one other dinner mate and she had a common con-
nection through the Hechter family in Winnipeg. I felt as if I were in the
middle of a Gerry Posner column.)

Also at the dinner we ran into other Winnipeg couples: Marvin and Bella
Ben Ari, Allan and Gloria Cantor, Barry and Elaine Webber, and Wayne
and Carla Vickar. (Who knows? There might have been other
Winnipeggers there as well. It seems that Puerto Villarta has become even
more popular with Winnipeggers in recent years as the Canadian dollar
continues to go very far in Mexico, as opposed to the U.S.)

Still, being the news hound that I am, I haven’t strayed very far from
keeping in touch with what’s happening in the world. There is never a
shortage of stories about which to write in this paper, but I do like to keep
on top of ongoing stories about which we’ve written previously.

The one story that has preoccupied me most in recent weeks has been the
impending sale of the portion of Town Island that is not owned by BB
Camp, but which is owned by the City of Kenora. I am now glad to report
that, at least for the time being, the sale of Town Island has been averted –
not because the City of Kenora dropped the idea of selling it; rather, it was
because Kenora did not receive one single “expression of interest” in buy-
ing the island, according to an email I received from Kenora’s Manager of
Development Service, Adam Smith. (In a previous issue I explained that
Kenora was prepared to sell Town Island only to one buyer. Undoubtedly,
the thought of having to go through environmental and other regulatory
hurdles must have discouraged anyone who had considered putting in a bid
for the island.)

While the “stay of execution” that so worried the “Friends of Town
Island” must come as a relief to the thousands of individuals who had been
waiting anxiously to see what would happen as of the deadline of January
31 for receipt of expressions of interest in Town Island, there has been
much confusion surrounding this story. 

The most recent element of confusion – and something I wrote about in
our last issue, occurred when an online publication known as Kenora
Online wrote in a headline that the Ontario Minister of Northern
Development, someone by the name of Greg Rickford, had told a reporter
for that publication that the Ontario government was interested in a land
swap that would have seen Kenora hand over Town Island to the provincial
government in exchange for Crown owned land either in or adjacent to
Kenora. However, when I read that particular story, I concluded that the
minister had never said anything about engaging in a land swap. In fact,
what he was quoted as having said should have led one to the exact oppo-
site conclusion: that Ontario was interested in developing Town Island, not
conserving it.

I asked the reporter for Kenora Online how he had come to the conclu-
sion that this particular minister was interested in a land swap when the
minister’s own words gave no indication that was his intent, but the
reporter simply said to me: “Why don’t you contact Rickford yourself?”

Subsequently, I did attempt to do that – by email, phone, and Twitter – all
to no avail. I tried to enlist the help of other reporters, including from the
Canadian Jewish News and the CBC, and those two outlets may still fol-
low up my line of inquiry, but at this point it seems that the issue is moot:
Unless Kenora reopens the process of putting up Town Island for sale again
in the near future, BB Camp is saved from having to worry about the island
being opened up for development.

Still, the fact that this Minister Rickford was so consistently unresponsive
to my repeated requests for clarifi-
cation just what his government’s
position was re Town Island has led
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

Correction to story from last week
In our story in the last issue on Jewish friends running for positions on

the Winnipeg School Division School Board, we quoted Kevin Freedman
in relation to a New Ojibway and Cree bilingual program at Brock
Corydon elementary school. The program is actually at Isaac Brock
School. We apologize for the error.

Short takes

Rabbi Shneur Hecht of Puerto Vallarta with
his wife Mushkie, and two children, Tzivia
and Menachem. Rabbi and Rebbitzen Hecht
arrived in Puerto Vallarta only three years
ago and built a thriving Chabad movement
which regulary attracts large crowds to
Friday evening Shabbat dinners. Each
Thursday evening you can also find Rabbi
Hecht at the Puerto Vallarta Marina selling
challahs (and explaining to non-Jewish
tourists what a challah is).

(Continued on opposite page. 
See “Short takes”.)



me to believe that the Kenora
Online story was totally wrong:
There was never any intention by
the Ontario government to engage

in a land swap with Kenora. This Rickford fellow was just another politi-
cian saying something innocuous – to the effect that he’s quite willing to
work with Kenora, which a news publication interpreted to mean some-
thing else entirely. That’s why most provincial governments (and the
Federal government for sure), keep armies of media personnel on hand to
speak for their governments. They sure as heck don’t want politicians
speaking off the cuff – only to see their words get totally misinterpreted.

Speaking of misinterpretation  - how about that “stable genius” (his own
description of himself), Donald Trump, and his son-in-law, Jared
Kushner’s, brilliant plan for peace between Israel and the Palestinians?

After all, Jared Kushner has been well schooled on the intricacies of
Middle East diplomacy, hasn’t he? He’s read 25 books on the subject, he
says. 

Look, I would love to believe that this latest peace proposal will fly, espe-
cially since it gives far more to Israel than any other proposal ever has or
likely ever will again.  But, come on – who on the Palestinian side would
ever dare even to suggest that this proposal can even be the basis for nego-
tiations?

While I’ve been here in Mexico I’ve been following as many different
commentators as I possibly can who have been reacting to the Kushner pro-
posal (and I won’t dignify it by referring to it as the Trump peace plan since
I rather doubt that Trump would even have read it). I have been turning in
particular to individuals who applaud this initiative, and whose one com-
mon refrain is that in taking such a radical departure from past peace ini-
tiatives, Kushner was tossing aside all the usual warnings that have come
from the so-called “experts” on Middle East diplomacy not to ignore their
advice.

Okay, so maybe the “experts” have been wrong in thinking that anything
short of Israel agreeing to go out of existence would satisfy the
Palestinians, but does anyone honestly expect that this latest initiative will
succeed, when nothing else has before? 

The closest Israel
and the Palestinian
Authority have come
to concluding a deal
was in 2008, when
then-Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud
Olmert seemed to
have reached an
agreement with
Palestinian President
Mahmound Abbas
but, as has always
been the case, argu-
ments over what
was actually being
presented in the
deal led to its being
shelved. (It was
never actually
rejected by the Palestinians. Intervening events simply led to its being sub-
sumed by other more pressing matters, such as Israel’s Operation Cast Lead
in Gaza three months after Olmert and Abbas almost reached a deal.)

If that deal –which would have given the Palestinians almost everything
they could have asked for, couldn’t get accepted by Abbas, then what
chance does a proposal that offers the Palestinians far, far less have of
being accepted by any Palestinian leader?

I suppose that it’s just a matter of time before we forget about the
Kushner plan. In the meantime, the honest truth is we just don’t hear much
about the Palestinians. It’s not that things are quiet. It’s just that all that we
really hear about from Israel is whether Bibi is going to go to trial now that
he’s given up the notion of receiving parliamentary immunity. I think what
should really happen is that Netanyahu’s indolent son, Yair, should eventu-
ally marry Jared and Ivanka’s daughter, Arabella Rose Kushner (who is
only nine right now), and unite the two royal families of Israel and America
in marriage.
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Trump peace plan for Israel/Palestinians reflects reality, 
unlikely to ever be accepted by current Palestinian leadership

By MYRON LOVE

President Trump has finally unveiled his long-awaited Israel-
Palestinian peace plan and, while America’s most Israel-friendly pres-
ident – as has been his pattern (as in moving the American Embassy

to Jerusalem and recognizing Israel’s annexation of the Golan Heights), he
once again recognized the facts on the ground, while the Palestinian lead-
ership, not surprisingly, condemned the plan – even before seeing it. 

The highlights of this plan include:  the Palestinian refugee problem will
be resolved outside of Israel (as in no imaginary “right of return”); no evac-
uation of Israelis from Judea and Samaria (the “settlements”); continued
military control of the land west of the Jordan River (Judea and Samaria);
and continuation of the status quo on the Temple Mount.

What’s in it for the Palestinians, you might ask? Palestinian statehood
(which already exists in the form of two separate and mutually hostile
Palestinian states in Gaza and the larger part of Judea and Samaria) which
would be formally recognized by America and Israel (which already infor-
mally recognizes these two states), with the condition that Hamas (the
defacto ruler of Gaza) and Islamic Jihad must be disarmed, peace negotia-
tions begin with Israel, recognition of Israel as a Jewish state, and the
renunciation of terror and violence.

Should the Palestinian leadership agree to those conditions, the American
government would open an embassy in the capital of the contiguous state
formed by reuniting Gaza and the Palestinian Authority-run state on the
West Back (Judea and Samaria) along with a $50-billion fund for develop
-ing the Palestinian state over 10 years promising a million new jobs and
an end to dependence on charity.

The new state would be demilitarized.
Now almost every American president for the past 40 years or more has

announced a peace plan for Israel and the Palestinians. How does this plan
differ from earlier efforts? The first President Bush tried to force the
Israelis and Palestinians to negotiate whether they wanted to or not.

With Bill Clinton, the initiative was led by then-Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Barak who, between the two of them, tried to force then-PA leader
Yasser Arafat to accept a very generous peace plan. Arafat, as history
shows, refused even to negotiate and, in response, launched the second
“Intafada” which resulted in hundreds of Israeli civilians in Israel proper
murdered by Palestinian suicide bombers, with many thousands severely
wounded.

Trump’s predecessor, Barack Obama, insisted on Israeli concessions that
went even further than Palestinian demands, placing all of the onus on

Israel – and yet, the Palestinian leadership still refused to negotiate.
The Trump plan calls on the Palestinians to renounce violence and dis-

arm (which I am sure does not go down well with Israel haters and “anti-
Zionists” who seem to believe, for example, that Hamas needs tens of thou-
sands of missiles to fire at Israeli civilians, with Israel not having any right
to fight back). This plan should also dispel the Palestinians of any illusions.
(It probably won’t though.)

Some of the encouraging responses to this new plan have come from sev-
eral Arab states. The ambassadors to the U.S. from Bahrain, the United
Arab Emirates and Oman attended the official announcement and the
Egyptians and the Saudis are reported to be somewhat encouraged by the
plan. (Trump also encouraged Arab countries to put aside their rejection of
Israel and formally recognize the Jewish State.)

As to why the current Palestinian leadership will never accept the plan or
any peace with Israel... well, as I have noted many times before in this
space, Hamas is a religious-fascist movement whose fanatical goal is the
destruction of the Jewish State of Israel and its replacement by a Muslim
state. Hamas repeatedly makes it clear that when its leaders speak about
Israeli “occupation”, they mean all of Israel. Nothing Israel could offer
short of national suicide would suffice.

As for Mahmoud Abbas, the PA President for life, his rejection of this
plan is based entirely on self-interest. I don’t believe that Abbas wants to
destroy Israel – even though he praises Palestinians who murder Israeli cit-
izens and rewards “martyrs’’” families. In fact, the PA security service
works closely with the Shin Bet, (Israel’s internal security agency) to hunt
down potential terrorists connected to Hamas and prevent terrorist attacks.

You see, this state of no war, no peace benefits Abbas and his crooked
family and cronies. As long as Abbas can continue to cry “Israeli occupa-
tion”, gullible Western governments will continue to pour money into the
PA – with much of that money finding its way into foreign bank accounts.
If there is no “occupation”, if Israelis and Palestinians are seen to be living
in peace (as is generally the case), donors may not see any reason to con-
tinue to pad Abbas’s bank accounts.

Addressing the Palestinians, Donald Trump said this was their last chance
for an independent state and a bright future for their youth. It is highly
unlikely that either the Abbas or Hamas governments care whatsoever
about the future of their young people or the betterment of life for ordinary
Palestinians.

Short takes
(Continued from previous page.)

Palestinian Authority Mahmoud Abbas and
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert in 2008:
The closest Israel and the Palestinians have
come to concluding a final peace deal that
would have seen Israel keep approximately 6%
of the West Bank while giving approximately
5% of Israel to a Palestinian state



Child cancer survivor Ari Kay shares bar mitzvah money with Dream Factory

Ari Kay is a normal, active
13-year-old.  He works
hard at school, enjoys

playing basketball; he is a mem-
ber of two Gray Academy teams
and one community centre team –
and likes swimming.

On December 14, Ari celebrated
his bar mitzvah at the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue. He carried the

Torah and read most of the parsha as well as the haftorah.
And, as has been the practice in recent years of bnai
mitzvoth, Ari designated 25% of the money he received as
gifts to a charitable cause.  

His choice of charity – as was the choice for his sister,
Sydney, after her bat mitzvah on November 18, 2017 – was
the Dream Factory – reflecting the long and harrowing path
that he Ari, Sydney, and their parents have traveled over the
past eight years to reach this point in their lives and con-
tinue the tradition of support their parents have shown
them.

The Dream Factory came into being in 1983 when two
local women founded The Rainbow Society - as a not-for-
profit charity dedicated to bringing happiness and hope to
children facing life-threatening illnesses by helping them
to realize their dreams. Renamed The Dream Factory in
2011, the organization has helped more than 700 dreams come true for kids
in Manitoba battling life-threatening illnesses.

Ari Kay was just five years old when he was diagnosed with leukemia.
“Soon after we received Ari’s diagnosis, doctors and nurses told us Ari
could have a wish and let us know about the different organizations and
what they do for kids with life threatening illnesses,” recalls Ari’s dad,
Benjamin.  “What we liked about The Dream Factory is that it is based
solely in Manitoba.”

Ari chose a trip to Orlando, Florida to go to Disney
World and Universal Studios for his wish. Treated for
leukemia over three-and-a-half years, he and his fam-
ily undertook the trip after his second year of treat-
ment.

“It was a wonderful trip, fantastic, amazing,”
Benjamin Kay recalls.  “Ari talked throughout the
trip.”

“We had a great time,” Sydney remembers. “It was
a lot of fun. We got to do a lot of things and, most
importantly, we did them as a family.”

During the time they were in Florida, the family
stayed for one week at “Give Kids the World” Village,
a resort for critically ill children and their families. Ari
simply says, “it’s awesome!” and Benjamin notes
every family stays in their own townhouse.

Alisa Kay reports that no effort is spared to pamper
the children.  “You can have ice cream for breakfast
and there is 24-hour pizza delivery,” Ari says.

“There is a different theme every night – Christmas
or Halloween, a princess party or a pirate-themed
activity”, adds Sydney.   “And everything is wheel-
chair accessible, even the pool with specially designed
wheelchairs.”  

So, after more than three years of treatment - just when it seemed that Ari
was out of the woods, the family received some devastating news.  In a
very rare occurrence, a side effect of Ari’s treatment was the development
of a more serious form of cancer for which the only hope was a bone mar-
row or stem cell transplant.

With the future looking bleak, the family made a hastily planned return
trip to Florida and Disney World – in December 2015, just a couple of
weeks before the transplant.  

“We came back rejuvenated and ready to face the trial ahead,” Alisa says.

Ari received the transplant
in early February 2015 and
was in isolation in hospital
for 28 days.  The treatment
was successful and, although
he wasn’t able to return to
school until September, his
parents made sure that he
didn’t miss a beat.  Benjamin
kept Ari up with his math
and he received daily work
and support from his teach-
ers. And his parents arranged
for his guitar and piano
teachers to continue his
music lessons while in the
hospital.

“We arranged to have a
combination rollaway
cot/sofa/bed put into the hos-
pital room to make the room
feel more at home for Ari
and Sydney and for one of us
to sleep on every night,”
Alisa says.

With brighter days ahead
to look forward to, Ari and
Sydney both say that they
are leaning toward a career
in paediatric oncology.

The Kays would like to
encourage readers to consid-
er donations to The Dream
Factory or any of the won-
derful organizations that
help sick kids. 

“It’s important to give
back to the best of your abil-
ity and not only to children’s
charities,” Benjamin  says.
“There are many worthy
causes that all need our sup-
port.”
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AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

SYDNEY & ARI KAY
at Ari’s recent bar mitzvah



Two years ago he was youth ambassador for Shalom Square, 
now he’s one of the top judokas in his age category in all of Canada

By BERNIE BELLAN

Last year we reported on the success
that young Michael Akbashev had
been enjoying as a 16-year-old judo-

ka. This year, now 17 (he’ll turn 18 in
March), Michael has attained even more
success competing against athletes similar
in age, most recently having placed first in
the “Elite National Eight” judo champi-
onships in Montreal in January.

The Elite National Eight invites judokas
from across Canada to compete in cate-
gories that are defined both by age and
weight. Michael was in the male under-18
81 kg category. One competitor in each cat-
egory is seeded number one. This year
Michael was one of those number one seed-
ed competitors.

And - he didn’t disappoint. As he wrote to
me in an email: “I beat all the fighters on the
podium. After winning this competition I
have been selected by Judo Canada to compete in a European tour in
Germany in March.”

Michael’s success on the mats this past year follows previous successes,
about which I wrote last March:  In my March 2019 story about Michael I
noted his success to date: “In the short time he has lived here he has already
accumulated a terrific record of success in his age category, as a member
of the Manitoba Judo Team: 3rd place in Canada in 2017, 2nd place in the
USA in 2017, and Canadian champion in 2018. He was selected by Judo
Canada as an Elite Athlete in 2018 and 2019 and by Judo Manitoba as the
best youth athlete in 2018.”

I also noted in that March 2019 story that “Just this past week he earned
a bronze medal in the under-81 kg. class at the Canada Winter Games, held
in Red Deer, Alberta. (The Canada Winter Games are open to athletes 21

years of age and under.)
“Michael was the youngest competitor in his category,” competing

against athletes who were as much as five years older than him.
Since then, in addition to his winning in the National Eight champi-

onship, Michael has been a consistent top performer in every competition
he has entered: Silver medals in the Quebec and Ontario opens and two
golds in the Saskatchewan open.”

“ 
Michael Akbashev, along with his parents Baruch and Helena, and

younger brothers David (12) and Eithan (7) has been in Canada three and
a half years now, having arrived in Winnipeg from Israel in 2016. They had
lived in Tel Aviv prior to their immigration to Manitoba, helped in part by
the Winnipeg
Jewish Federation.
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Michael as Shalom Square Youth
Ambassador in 2018, with Winnipeg South
Centre MP Jim Carr 

MICHAEL AKBASHEV (in white) placing first in
the Elite National Eight under-18, 81 kg category,
in judo, this past January in Montreal. Michael
hopes to be a member of Canada’s Olympic team
this coming summer in Tokyo.

Continued on page 10. See “Michael Akbashev”.
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Message from Rabbi Allan Finkel
– Temple Shalom

We often argue about and wish for more “corporate responsibility” in “big
business,’ but there is one event every year that has done so much to change
our country’s values – it’s Bell Canada’s “Let’s Talk Day”, last week on
January 29.

This one snuck up on me a few years ago, the idea of having well-known
Canadians – I remember seeing Clara Hughes, the Olympic speed skater and
cyclist who grew up in Winnipeg – talk about their mental health issues in a
matter of fact tone, their eyes calmly looking into the TV camera. These coura-
geous Canadians normalized and de-stigmatized mental illness for us. The
message was simply “Let’s Talk” – that it’s okay to talk about it, not just to
health care professionals secretly in their offices, but to the people around us
in our lives.

It emboldened me. I have noticed that when I share my past or my issues
with others, it is astonishing and humbling for me to see them find their own
confidence, to share their stories and their issues, and to see in their faces, the
burdens of those secrets melt away.

For us in the Jewish community, this hasn’t been our way. Living as margin-
alized communities in the Diaspora, we have a long history of not wanting oth-
ers to see our deficiencies or imperfections. We have expressions like the
Yiddish word “Shanda” (something scandalously shameful) or “God forbid
anyone should know our problems”, that cultivate a culture of silence. We can
now step forward, individually and as a community and say, “This doesn’t have
to be our way.” 

It is often said that 50% of the solution rests in identifying the problem.
When it comes to mental health issues, I think that 90% of the solution comes
from identifying the problem, just in that very act of speaking out for the first
time. So…Let’s Talk!

Friday Feb. 7 7:30pm Tu b’Shevat Seder led by Rabbi Allan Finkel 
with Janet Pelletier-Goetze in Social Hall, with
fruits and nuts to follow. All are welcome!

Friday Feb. 14 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Tyler Pearce with 
David Vamos

Wed. Feb. 19 7:30pm World Food Series with Dr. Priscilla Kerr – 
Food Blogger, Brazilian Feijoada

Friday Feb. 21 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Sherry Wolfe-
Elazar with David Vamos

Sat. Feb 22 7:30-9:30pm Adult Ed. Movie night, 
“Who Will Write Our History?”

Friday Feb. 28 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Linda Freed with 
Janet Pelletier-Goetze

Israel’s Olympic baseball team preps for
Tokyo and looks to expand the sport

By HILLEL KUTTLER
MISGAV, Israel (JTA) – As more than 20 men wearing blue-and-white

baseball uniforms walked along Tel Aviv’s bustling Allenby Street on a recent
Tuesday, a motorcyclist called out in Hebrew and English.

“Good luck! We’re behind you!” the man shouted to the group, members of
the baseball team that will represent Israel at next summer’s Olympics in
Tokyo.

The biker’s support “was meaningful to us,” said Jon Moscot, a pitcher. “It
was authentic. He wanted to give us encouragement.”

Moscot recalled the scene two days later at a sports center here in the moun-
tains east of Haifa, where the team was conducting baseball drills for nearly
200 children. It was one of several events organized during the club’s week-
long visit to Israel meant to grow the sport in a country where baseball is bare-
ly known. With the Olympics just six months away, the team’s visit seemed to
offer great public relations potential.

The delegation consisted primarily of American Jews who flew in from the
United States after acquiring Israeli citizenship that enabled them to represent
Israel in the Olympics. They included former major-league players like
Moscot, Ty Kelly, Danny Valencia, Zack Weiss and Jeremy Bleich. Former big
leaguers Josh Zeid and Ryan Lavarnway, who didn’t make the trip, also
became citizens and are vying for roster spots.

The Olympics squad is Israel’s first-ever in baseball and only the fourth in
any team sport – winter or summer. Israel hasn’t had a team make the cut since
soccer at the 1976 Games in Montreal.

The team’s success in four European tournaments last summer catapulted it
to the Olympics and is prompting loftier aspirations. Israel Association of
Baseball president Peter Kurz told reporters in Tel Aviv at a press conference
Jan. 13 that he’s aiming to earn a medal in Tokyo.

With just six teams competing, it’s not an unreasonable goal. But team man-
ager Eric Holtz pledged only that his players would compete hard throughout.

“Every time this team gets on the field, it has a chance to do great things,”
said Holtz, a New Yorker who managed the American juniors to gold at the
2017 Maccabiah games.

Kurz and Holtz expressed hope that the team’s Olympics debut spurs a dou-
bling in the number of Israeli youth and adults playing baseball, from 1,000 to
2,000, over the next two years.

Accommodating such growth would necessitate building far more baseball
fields than the three existing now: at Tel Aviv’s Sportek; at the Baptist Village
complex in Petach Tikvah; and at Kibbutz Gezer, about midway between
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. This month’s delegation attended groundbreaking cer-
emonies for new fields in Raanana and Beit Shemesh.

No one harbors illusions about baseball upsetting the country’s sports order.
Even Israeli President Reuven Rivlin, at a welcome he hosted for the team, said
it’s “not a secret that I prefer soccer.”

Still, the run-up to the Olympics provides key exposure for the sport. Gilad
Lustig, director general of the Olympic Committee of Israel, said that the coun-
try will send 85 athletes to Tokyo – its largest-ever contingent.

“I have no doubt that this group will represent us well,” he said of the base-
ballers.

Infielder Zach Penprase said that compared to his first visit to Israel in April,
Israelis have a heightened awareness of the baseball team. Some Israelis he
met told him they had watched the European tournaments online.

“I think it’s amazing,” said Penprase, a Los Angeles-area resident. “It’s why
we’re doing this.”

Moscot, a fellow Southern Californian what has visited the country three
times as a team member, said he has noticed “more and more passion” for
baseball among Israelis.

“These are the people who give us that extra push, that extra incentive, to do
well for the country,” he said. “This is for sure a different trip, because the kids
have Olympic athletes to look up to. It’s been very redeeming for us to see how
passionate these kids are and how much potential there is in this.”

Moscot gestured toward the children gathering near his teammates to begin
drills. “You can see it in their eyes,” he said. “The parents want them to be here,
and the kids want to be here. They genuinely want to learn.”

One such family included Yoav Nov-Kolodny, 11, and his brother Yoni, 8.
The boys gravitated to baseball three years ago during a sabbatical in Boston
with their father Yuval Nov, a statistician. Since returning to Israel, Yoav has
taught the game to his friends using just a bat, two baseballs and three gloves
he brought back from America.

His chums soon ordered their own equipment, expanding the circle’s
ballplaying possibilities.

“We play three to five times a week. It’s so fun to play,” said Yoav.
Watching his sons take instruction from the soon-to-be Olympians, Nov

recalled playing basketball and soccer on the same surface three decades ago
while attending the adjacent high school. Nov knew nothing about baseball
then – still doesn’t, he confessed – and said he would have considered the idea
of Israel fielding a baseball team “far-fetched.”

Now, he said, “What else can you wish to bring your son to but [to meet]
Olympic athletes if he’s into baseball?”

As to the boys’ desire to register to play on IAB teams, which would neces-
sitate a one-hour, round-trip drive here from their home in Kiryat Tivon, Nov
said, “I may have unintentionally released a genie.”
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Looking back

Memories of the Winnipeg Jewish Chess Club
Ed.note: The following story
appeared in a 1994 issue of The
Jewish Post & News
By ALBERT BOXER

I am the last President of the old
Winnipeg Jewish Chess Club. I
presided from around 1955 until
today. Some memories of that time
may be of interest.

In that club I learned most of my
chess. Here I learned the kibitzing,
the cheating, the Shtick that are so
beloved and sweet to the souls of
true chess players.

The Jewish Chess Club is not
dead, but like MacArthur’s old sol-
diers, it is slowly fading away This
Canadian Open Chess Tournament
owes much to these ‘old soldiers’.
Before they ‘fade away’ and are
gone, a few memories.
Cheating, Kibitzing, 
and Shtick
When you enter our present Chess
Centre in the Cornish Library, I
will greet you and make you wel-
come. Someone is almost sure to
rush up to you and say with a grin, “He cheats!”. I admit it proudly. Subtly
or crudely, all the great chess players cheat, and like our own Nate
Garfinkle they deny, deny, deny.

Nate Garfinkle, on him be peace, was the last treasure of the Jewish
Chess Cub. He taught me many tricks of cheating.

Here’s his favourite trick: He would offer a pawn sacrifice. Then he
would pretend that the offer was a blunder and try to take his move back.
If you grabbed the pawn you were dead. He was what Captain Kennedy
more than 100 years ago called a ‘Mock 

Annoyance Gesticulator’. That stilted Victorian phrase was reduced to
the word ‘Shtick’ in the Jewish club.

Nate, when accused of cheating he
would look at you with the innocent eyes
of a child and say, “Me? I never cheat.”.
In truth he was one of the best.

Morris Desser. He was my best chess
teacher and a good friend. He taught me
cheating and how to give and take odds
when I joined the club around 1950. He
began by giving me Queen odds. This lasted a few months.

He loved to give enormous odds. I heard him say to the Champion of a
Western Canada University after winning a few games, “Champion of the
University, Eh? How would you like to play against a Queen spot?” The
Champion nearly fell off his chair. Morris made the odds stick.

Cheating: Perhaps the greatest stunt of cheating came when Morris gave
the Rebbele a Queen. I should explain that ‘Rebbele’ means little Rabbi, a
teacher of children.

Half the club was watching the game, taunting and laughing at Morris,
who had somehow found the thread of the game.

Morris was desperate. His eyes shifted wildly over the board. He began
to fiddle with his King. Don’t laugh or disbelieve, the great Bobby Fischer
did the same thing when lost in a tournament game. The Rebbele, intent on
his game, did not notice. Morris fiddled his own King right off the board!
The kibitzers all fell silent with awe! The Rebbele did not see this, but his
game fell apart.

Suddenly Morris banged his King back on the board “Discovered Check
and Mate”, he roared as he scrambled the pieces. Pandemonium from the
Kibitzers.
Kibitzers:

Canon H.L. Roy B.A., President of the C.F.C., was a proper gentleman,
and a Canon of the Anglican Church. His love for chess led him one day to
the doors of the Winnipeg Jewish Chess Club.

“May I come in?”, he asked formally and politely.
“Come in!,” someone roared, “Sit down! Play!”
The Canon sat down. Deitchman, the club’s most persistent kibitzer, sat

down beside him. The Canon, poor soul, hardly knew the word ‘Kibitzer’
existed. He made a move. “Uh-uh”, said the kibitzer. “I beg your pardon”,
said the Canon frostily. This went on.

The Canon’s neck became red and redder, but apoplexy almost set in
when he picked up a piece and the kibitzer screamed, “No!” pulled the
piece out of his hand and banged a different piece down on the board.

The Canon overcame his feelings about the strange manners of the
Jewish Club and in time became an honorary member of the club.

His love of chess took him to the St. George’s Chess Club, the Holy of
chess Holies, in London. Here the formality and style are completely Proper

British. The Canon returned to the
Jewish Club. Like a man coming
home to a loving wife and a good
dinner, the Canon sat down, made
himself comfortable, told of his
adventures in London and said here
it is better.”

These incidents I did not see, so
my story is hearsay. But as the
Italians say, “Si non Vero é ben
Trovato” - if this is not true, it
should be.

Finally, and happily, and may it
continue, Deitchman is still with
us. Though very old, he still occa-
sionally kibitzes at the Central
Library (ad hoc) chess club, where
the spirit of the old Jewish Chess
Club still resides.
Shtick:

If you don’t know the meaning of
this Yiddish word, now passed into
show business English, ask Dr.
Nathan Divinsky. He told me of his
success as a commentator on the
B.B.C. during the London part of

the Kasparov-Karpov match.
“My success came easy,” he laughed, “The flavour of my talks came

from the Shtick I learned in the Jewish Chess Club.”
Nathan Divinsky - “Toozie” to his friends, is here in Winnipeg during the

Canadian Open, another ‘old soldier’.
Joe Dreman, one of our best ‘old soldiers’, is still, praise be, with us. His

brother Abe, on him be peace, is gone. One night at the club, I managed to
win my first game ever from Abe, an ex City of Winnipeg Champion. I
rushed over to Joe’s house. I did not tell of my victory from Abe, but I chal-
lenged him to a game. I won! Triumphantly I rose to my feet and said, “I

have beaten the whole family!” Not bad
for a Patzer, two champions in one night.

Joe, as you may know, is providing a
trophy for the Canadian Open Champion
- a work of art and probably the most
handsome Canadian chess trophy.

As I became a stronger player, I began
to feel I would soon be able to beat Harry
Fineberg, my most frequent opponent at

that time.
“What will you do when I beat you?”, I once asked him defiantly. His

reply was priceless, the best answer to this question that I have ever heard.
“I’ll play you another game!”, he laughed.
Harry gave me support for our Open tournament. Another ‘old soldier’ -

alas, one of a slowly fading band.
During most of the years of the Manitoba-Minnesota match the club

played a major part. The match in the old days featured a banquet the night
before the game. This old fashioned style and amenity should be revived.
Friendships were formed at this match and banquet that lasted a lifetime.

Here’s a good story told at one banquet by N. Selchen, a former Jewish
club secretary.

As we leave Winnipeg to come to this match in Detroit Lakes we pass
through St. Mary’s, St. Anne’s and St. Eustache on the Canadian side. Over
the border we pass through Crookston, Grafton and Thief River Falls. Is
there a message here?”

I became president of the club around 1952. The members said that our
president is by tradition a Patzer, basically unfit to play chess! I never held
a meeting. Dues paying became a voluntary exercise. Informality was total.

This spirit, a legacy of the old Jewish club, lives to this day. You can play
chess for free, no dues, every Sunday at the Cornish Library Chess Centre,
1 p.m. to 6 p.m., the Central Library on Donald St. everyday, at the Eaton
Place shopping centre everyday, and at the Garden City shopping centre.
Both shopping centres feature giant floor chess boards.

I said the success of our tournament owes much to the old soldiers of the
Jewish Chess Club. Briefly: Joe Dreman, still a strong supporter. Harry
Fineberg, an ex-secretary of the club. Mark Schulman, a former Manitoba
Champion. Abe Yanofsky whose fame needs no further mention here. Dr.
Nathan Divinsky, an officer of the C.F.C. who has played for Canada in the
Chess Olympiads. Lastly and modestly myself, whose every effort for
chess had been repaid handsomely tenfold. I said this to Joe Dreman and
he agreed wholeheartedly.

This year marks the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Jewish Chess Club,
founded in Winnipeg in 1919.

The “Big Three” of the Winnipeg Jewish Chess Club (l to r: A. Boxer,
J. Dreman, N. Garfinkle.

“What will you do when I beat you?”, I
once asked him defiantly. His reply was

priceless, the best answer to this question
that I have ever heard.

“I’ll play you another game!”, he laughed.



Baruch works at Misericordia Health Centre
as a biomedical technologist, while Helena
works at Winnipeg Clinic doing biological
research.

It was Aaron Pfeffer, well-known judoka and
judo teacher himself, who told me last year
about Michael’s special ability. I had actually
met Michael when he served as Shalom Square
Youth Ambassador in the summer of 2018, and

I remember reading in
our own Folklorama
guide that year how tal-
ented Michael was as
an athlete, but I didn’t
realize at the time what
a bright future lay
ahead for this person-
able young man.

What made me real-
ize though even more
how talented Michael
was came when I
learned that, ever since
his family moved here
from Israel, he has
been training with
Mark Berger, a former
Olympian in the sport
himself, at Mark’s West
Kildonan Judo Club.

I asked Michael how

long he’s been participating in judo? His answer: “I
started judo in Israel when I was 4 years old.”

Now the holder of a first-degree black belt (which
he received earlier this year), Michael has advanced
through the colour system of belts in judo to the final
colour one can attain.

Here is an explanation how the grades and colours
work in awarding belts in judo: “There are six col-
ored-belt levels called grades, and 10 levels of
degrees for black belts. White is the universal color
that represents a novice practitioner, while black rep-
resents an expert with varying degrees of black belts.
The highest rank in judo is a 10th-degree black belt.”

A Grade 11 student at Vincent Massey Collegiate in
Fort Garry which, Michael says, is a “well known
sports school”, he admits that “I don’t really  have
any other interest in anything else but I am a very
open person and I would love to try new stuff” -
which he did when he applied to be Shalom Square’s

Youth Ambassador two years ago.
By the way, younger brother David is also doing quite well in judo,

Michael tells me, and Eithan will soon be joining his two older brothers in
the sport. Both David and Eithan attend Shamrock School in St. Boniface.

Naturally, with the Summer Olympics in Tokyo soon approaching,
Michael’s dream, he says, is “to go to the Olympics and represent Canada
in the international podium.” In order to qualify, Michael will have to com-
pete in the Olympic trials for judo, to be held this coming June in Montreal.

But, more than just performing superbly in his chosen sport, Michael
Akbashev sees the benefits accruing from the discipline associated with
judo, and says: “ I also would like to send a message to the public - telling
them how they should try the sport and that the sport is a way of life, it’s
about respect, appreciation, and hard work.”

We’ve had athletes in the history of our community who have dominated
in their respective sports for years, such as racquetball player Sherman
Greenfeld, who was selected Jewish Athlete of the Year on three separate
occasions. I can’t help but wonder whether Michael Akbashev will now
also rise to that same elite status…he just seems destined for greatness in
judo for as long as he remains active as a competitor.
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Michael Akbashev (right) with parents
Baruch and Helena, and younger brothers
David (12) and Eithan (7)

Michael Akbashev
Continued from page 7.
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This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Anita Shapira’s book “Two Motherlands: Friendship in the

Age of Early Zionist Immigration” (in Hebrew) tells the stories
of three young pioneers from Russia attempting to settle in the
Promised Land. The book deconstructs early Zionist myths of
redemption in order to tell a complicated story of failure, resig-
nation, and lack of choice. Like in a good Russian novel these
characters were only flesh and blood. 

The Jewish Radio Hour - 
Upcoming Shows

Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM
on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online at
ckjs.com

On February 9, Osher Kraut hosts both segments and cele-
brates Tu Bishvat.

Gerry Posner’s guest on February 16th is Benji Shinewald. In
honour of Valentine’s Day, Rochelle Zucker’s Yiddish show
will feature songs about love.

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast website:.
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

1 in 5 Germans think the
Holocaust gets too much attention,

surveys find
By TOBY AXELROD

BERLIN (JTA) – Two new surveys show that about one in
five Germans – and more than half of right-wing populists –
think the Holocaust gets too much attention here.

The surveys, released on the eve of Holocaust Remembrance
Day, come amid warnings. Reflecting on the Nazi’s crimes was
a priority in post-war West Germany, but “this consensus is
crumbling,” Josef Schuster, head of the Central Council of Jews
in Germany, said Sunday in a statement on the eve of Holocaust
Remembrance Day.

“If we do not take countermeasures now, our democracy
could be seriously endangered,” Schuster said, urging a greater
commitment to Holocaust education.

Germans mark the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz
– as well as other significant dates in Holocaust history
throughout the year – with a wide range of programs, both offi-
cial and private.

And this is appropriate, said 45 percent of the 2,052 Germans
surveyed by the Yougov Institute on Jan. 22-23 for the German
news agency dpa. But while this survey found that 24 percent
of respondents thought the topic should get more attention, 22
percent felt the opposite.

A full 56 percent of those who identified with the far-right,
anti-immigrant party “Alternative for Germany,” agreed that
Holocaust remembrance is given too much weight. In recent
years, prominent AfD politicians have decried Berlin’s
Holocaust memorial as “a monument of shame” and called the
Third Reich “a mere bird-sh** in more than 1,000 years of suc-
cessful German history.”

AfD has become a challenger to Germany’s mainstream polit-
ical parties since it was founded in 2013.

Even more stark results came in a survey, released Friday, of
1,018 people by the polling institute Infratest for the Deutsche
Welle news agency, which found that 72 percent of AfD sup-
porters agreed that Germans had done their remembrance duty
and should stop obsessing over Nazi crimes. Supporters of the
Green Party were the least likely to support that view at 13 per-
cent.

Thirty-seven percent of all respondents said it was time to
cease browbeating, representing a steady rise from 26 percent
in 2018 to 33 percent in 2019.

On the other hand, 55 percent said they were fine with the
current culture of remembrance, while 17 percent found that
greater efforts should be made; 75 percent said a visit to a con-
centration camp memorial should be required by all schools.

Schuster urged greater efforts “to re-anchor the lessons of the
Shoah in people’s minds. It is not just the future of the Jewish
community that is at stake, but the future of Europe.”
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Hair weaving at Sets on Corydon

James from Sets on
Corydon is now pro-
viding custom hair
pieces that are exclu-
sive and custom made
by him. I’ve watched
James weave these
amazing pieces and
wow - do they look
natural.!

The pieces last
approximately a
month, then you
return to Sets for a
touch up. 

The accompanying
pictures tell the story
of James’ work. We
can’t put a price tag
on our health and,
since we’re living in
our bodies, I feel the
same about aesthetics. 

James is a busy guy,
so in order to get in to
see him, call ahead. 

One thing that
always amazes me

about the ser-
vice at Sets is
that when you
have an
a p p o i n t m e n t
there - when
you arrive, there
is no wait time. 

James is also
a stylist to the
stars. He told
me about his
itinerary for an
upcoming trip
recently when I
asked him how
he juggles
everything: One
day in
November he
worked until 3
pm, was on a
flight by 5 pm
,and landed in
Toronto at 8:30 pm. He took a cab to the Four Seasons in order to do
the hair for one of the members of the famed singing group Il Divo -
at 10 that same evening.

I asked James why someone who could probably get his hair styled
by just about anyone in the world would ask for James. He explained
to me that one time, that member of Il Divo had had a Keratin treat-
ment done in L.A., but it wasn’t satisfactory. James was called for
emergency repair work. He flew to L.A., worked until midnight, and
took an early flight home in the morning so that he was available for
his regular clients that same morning in Winnipeg.

James boasts that he feels as though he’s still in his 20’s and that
he has more energy than when he was 20; it must be all the medita-
tion that he does. 

Two of James’ brothers also work with him at Sets on Corydon.
For an enjoyable self care afternoon, check out the salon on

Corydon. Remember that life is short, so live it to the fullest - and
live one day at a time - starting with today. 

By

MEACHELLE BELLAN
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All About Jews 2020 at Gwen
Secter Creative Living Centre

All About Jews, produced by Karla Berbrayer, is back in 2020
with its fabulous Friday lunchtime series on Jewish music and culture. 

On Friday February 14, the 2020 season kicks off with a presenta-
tion by Harriet Zaidman, entitled Jews in the 1919 General Strike.
Harriet has lived in West Kildonan and Garden City all her life, work-
ing as a teacher-librarian in the Louis Riel School Division. She has
always loved writing and has published three picture books for young
children. She writes reviews for the Winnipeg Free Press and also
writes freelance articles. As she approached retirement in 2017, she set
herself the goal of writing a novel, and explored the topic of the 1919
General Strike as the anniversary drew near. Her own family and many
of the people she grew up with were affected by the poverty and dis-
crimination during that time in Canadian history. Harriet and her hus-
band have three children and five grandchildren, and she is proud to
have written a story based on their ancestors’ struggles to build a bet-
ter life for them.

On Friday March 13, Kevin McIntyre and his pianist Phil Corrin,
will present The Jewish Side of Broadway Musicals. Born and Raised
in Winnipeg, Kevin recently moved back to Winnipeg from Los
Angeles where he had lived for the last 23 years. This past summer he
appeared in Strike at Rainbow Stage (AJ Andrews). Other credits
include Mamma Mia (Sam) for Rainbow Stage, The Addams Family
for Dry Cold Productions (Gomez) and Stars of David for The
Winnipeg Jewish Theatre. He directed Forever Plaid for Rainbow
Stage. Select theatre credits include the Canadian Premiere of Miss
Saigon, (Chris) the Canadian National Tour of Les Misérables,
(Babet/Marius). Other favourite roles include Frankie in Forever Plaid
in both Toronto and Vancouver and Josh Baskin in Big the Musical at
Rainbow Stage. Kevin travelled the US and Scotland as the lead singer
in Celticfusion, a Celtic rock musical. He will be appearing with the
WSO in Crazy for You. For his concert on All About Jews, Kevin will
sing hits from Broadway musicals past and present written by Jewish
composers. From Sondheim to Hammerstein, Fiddler on the Roof to
Les Misérables!

James Tse of Sets on Corydon showing how
real hair is woven into women’s scalps
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PJ Library Families

“PJ Library has been life
changing for my family. I would
never have imagined that signing
up to this Jewish book subscrip-
tion would lead to so many
opportunities to participate in
events and programs when we
moved to Canada five years ago. PJ library has followed us along our
journey and as my kids grow so does the variety of the programs and
of course, the books. PJ Library programs allowed us to meet other
families with kids the same age who have now become our best
friends.” – Elvira Molochkovetski, PJ Library chair and PJ parent

Unfortunately, many children are growing up without this incredible
opportunity. It costs the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg $68/per child
for each PJ Library subscription and Winnipeg currently has an amaz-
ing 840 children receiving PJ Library books each month.

The contributions to PJ Library make sure PJ Library books reach
every family who wants them. Thank you for sharing this very special
gift.

To donate directly to PJ Library at the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg, visit us online at www.jewishwinnipeg.org/donate or call
204.477.7428.

Our Programs & Distributions: Aleph-Bet Child Life Enrichment
Program | Birthright Israel | B’nai Brith Jewish Community Camp |
Camp Massad | The Centre for Israel & Jewish Affairs (CIJA) |
Community Planning | Community Security | Government Relations &
Advocacy | Gray Academy of Jewish Education | GrowWinnipeg |
Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre | Hillel Winnipeg | Holocaust
Awareness & Combating Antisemitism | Irma Penn School of Jewish
Learning | Jewish Agency for Israel | Jewish Child and Family Service
| Jewish Federations of Canada-UIA | Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada | Jewish Learning Institute | Joint Distribution
Committee | March of the Living | Partnership 2Gether (P2G) | PJ
Library & PJ Our Way | Rose & Max Rady Jewish Community Centre
| Shalom Residences | The Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre

Opera.ca announces recipient of the 2020
National Opera Directors Recognition Award 

Elba Haid, Chair, Board of Trustees,
Manitoba Opera

Opera.ca, the national association
for opera in Canada, is proud to hon-
our an outstanding opera company
board member, Elba Haid, Chair of
Manitoba Opera’s (MO) Board of
Trustees, as the 2020 recipient of the
Opera.ca National Opera Directors
Recognition Award. 

Now in its 12th year, the National
Opera Directors Recognition Award
highlights the tenets of good gover-
nance, celebrates models of volun-
teer excellence, and raises the bar for
board director commitment. 

“The strength and stability of an
opera company correlates to the cal-
ibre of its volunteer leadership, and
strong governance is a crucial factor
in an opera company’s success. Elba
Haid’s contributions to Manitoba
Opera are exemplary, enabling the company to increase its fundraising,
eliminate debt, and build a strong foundation for the future,” stated
Christina Loewen, Executive Director of Opera.ca. “We are delighted to
honour Elba Haid with this award and to celebrate the impact she has
made, and continues to make, to Manitoba Opera and by extension to the
community of Winnipeg.” 

Service to others has been Elba Haid’s driving passion for as long as she
can remember. Twenty-five years ago, she translated that passion for car-
ing into a business, opening Realcare Inc., a private health care organiza-
tion which provides home care that offers dignity, comfort, compassion,
integrity, and trust. To Haid, those are more than buzzwords–they are tenets
by which she lives and works. 

ELBA HAID



Joel Lazer taking charge as new Jewish Federation of Winnipeg president
By MYRON LOVE

At a time in his life when most of his contemporaries
have already retired - or are looking to transition to
a more leisurely life- Joel Lazer is going against

the grain and taking on more responsibility.
As of the most recent Jewish Federation of Winnipeg

Annual General Meeting in mid-December, Lazer has
assumed the role of our community’s new president. At
the same time, the co-founder in 1982 of Lazer Grant LLP
continues to shoulder a full work load helping business
clients to become more productive. He stepped down on
January 2 of this year as managing partner, but remains
president of Lazer Grant Corporate Finance inc. – the
firm’s corporate finance division.

“I see it as the natural order of things,” he observes. “As
you get older, you better understand the importance of
giving back to the community that nurtured you.”

Lazer began his Federation involvement seven years ago when he was
asked to join the Community Relations Committee (which has since been
renamed the Public Affairs and Advocacy Committee). From there, he
became a member of the Federation executive.

Of his predecessor, Laurel Malkin, he says that she did “a wonderful
job”. “I miss her already,” he adds.

As a lifelong CA, Lazer feels that he can perhaps help the Federation find
more efficiency. “There is always room for improvement,” he comments.

Lazer also wants to focus on raising greater awareness of
the growing anti-Semitism around the world as well as in
Canada. “We have to be more diligent in promoting our
values and making people more aware of the need to stand
up and say that anti-Semitism is unacceptable,” he asserts.
“I strongly recommend Bari Weiss’s new book, ‘How to
Fight Anti-Semitism’. It is an easy read.”

Lazer is also a strong supporter of Israel, has visited
many times and declares that everyone should visit Israel
at least once in their lives.

Lazer takes over the presidency in the wake of a new
report – the Community Forward Report, which outlines
the future direction of our Jewish community. Over the
past three years, the planning committee, led by Chair
Carol Duboff, sought input from numerous members of
the community. The report identifies priorities in a variety
of areas and suggests plans of action.

“Carol and her committee did an amazing job,” Lazer says. “The report
gives us a great path to follow as our community goes forward. A lot of
people were part of the consultation process and a lot of good work was
done.

“I believe this report will result in the members of our community work-
ing together better and allow us to better reach out and engage more peo-
ple as well as newer members of the community.”
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Joel Lazer 

The following article was
posted by former Winnipegger
Brenda Honigman on Facebook
on January 27, International
Holocaust Remembrance Day. 

There are countless stories
written either by Holocaust sur-
vivors or their descendants, but
we chose to republish this story
- partly because the late Sam
Honigman was so well known,
also because his tale of survival
is so typical - and so extraordi-
narily harrowing, that it brings
home in a more personal way
the incredible experiences that
so many individuals went
through during the most horri-
ble period in human history.

We must never forget about this tragedy. In the picture my dad is the
baby. My dad lost his entire immediate family- his parents, siblings and
grandparents as well as his aunts, uncles and cousins. They were all slaugh-
tered in the killing fields. My dad being a fast runner ran away and hid in
a ditch as they were marching to the killing fields. My dad’s aunt saw that
he was about to run and she handed him her wedding band which he later
gave to a guard as a bribe. He survived in the forest and eventually he was
hidden with 3 other kids in a hole that a farmer dug out for them next to his
barn. The farmer gave them food by lowering a string down to them. It was
a miracle that he survived.

At the age of 12 my dad witnessed his sister being raped and his zaide’s
beard and payes being slashed. My dad was shot at. He hid in hay stacks,
took food meant for farm animals and occasionally ate a piece of bread
over the course of a day. Even though he lost his family and felt so much
pain, he still felt the need to return to his shtetl years later.

In 1992 my dad, myself and my brother went to my dad’s shetl, Mizerich,
that was in Poland (now The Ukraine). We were part of a group of 20 sur-
vivors and their families who attended a memorial service. About 2,000

local people attended the service.
They came by bicycle, horse and
buggy, car and by foot. The service
began with a “march of the living”
walk along the same route that my
dad took 50 years ago on the
“march of death” walk to the killing
fields. The ceremony was very
emotional. I held the Israeli flag
with some other children of sur-
vivors. There were speeches in
Ukrainian, Hebrew and Yiddish.

During our trip my dad showed
us the hole below the barn where he

was hidden with 3 other children for 1 1/2 years. One of the other hidden
kids was also on our trip. We also saw my dad’s old home. My dad didn’t
remember exactly where he lived but he remembered the area. We saw a
woman in her 90s and he asked for directions. She blurted out my dad’s
mother’s name. She knew my dad’s mother and father and brought us to the
house. Outside the house people ran up to my dad and called out
“Shmeelik” - my dad’s nickname. His Hebrew name was Shmuel. They
were his neighbors and remembered playing with him as children. They
were so happy to see my dad alive. During the ceremony they brought my
dad flowers.

After our very emotional trip to see my dad’s shetl, we went to Israel and
we reunited with the other children who were hidden in that hole. Our
“march of the living trip” was an incredible trip that I will never forget. An
article about our trip was written in a Jewish newspaper and we were inter-
viewed on a local Jewish tv show. I told my kids about this experience and
I am teaching them that they also have a responsibility to share our fami-
ly’s experiences during the Holocaust. We must never forget.

BRENDA HONIGMAN

The late Sam Honigman (circled) in a photo taken in Mizerich, Ukraine,
prior to WWII. Sam’s sister Devorah is to his right; to his left is his sister
Rivka.
The woman on the left was Sam’s mother, Gisia, the old woman on the
right was Sam’s grandmother, Shaindle and the man holding Sam is his
father, Asher. Only Sam survived.

The late Sam Honigman, who
died tragically in 1995 doing
something he loved - swimming
in Lake Winnipeg.

One man’s story of surviving the Holocaust - briefly told by his daughter



Limmud presenter Andrea Davis to talk about surviving 
2012 cruise ship sinking

By MYRON LOVE

On the night of January 13, 2012, the cruise ship
Costa Concordia, sailing off the west coast of
Italy, with over 3,200 passengers and over 1,000

crew, struck a reef near the island of Giglio and sank.
Among the passengers were Andrea and Laurence
Davis, formerly from South Africa, who have been res-
idents of Calgary for the past 22 years.

The sinking claimed 32 lives. As there weren’t
enough life boats, the Davises jumped into the water
and swam to a nearby island.

On March 1, Andrea Davis will be in Winnipeg to
speak on the subject of “Fate, Fortitude and
Forgiveness”- talking about her near death experience
and how it changed her outlook on life. 

“After the accident, there were so many people who
were interested in hearing our story of survival,” she
recalls. “There was a lot of media interest.”

In addition to talking about the experience, Davis
has written a book, “Survival was only the Beginning
–a Costa Concordia Story”.

“For the first few months after the sinking, we were traumatized,” she
recalls. “We were in turmoil. Then, one day, one of our rescuers reached
out to us. It was an emotional reconnection. We tried to keep in touch on
Skype, although the language barrier made it difficult.”

Six months to the day after the accident, Andrea and Laurence Davis
returned to the scene of the disaster. They also met with their rescuers on
Giglio.

“We took the ferry from the mainland,” she says. “We didn’t realize how
remote we were from land and how far we had to swim. It really struck us
how close we came to death.

“We are really grateful that we survived,” she contin-
ues. “We have a new appreciation for life. Every time I
stand in synagogue, I realize what it means that every day
is the first day of the rest of your life.”

Andrea Davis has been able to tell her story to audi-
ences across Canada over the past few years and is look-
ing forward to sharing her story once again in Winnipeg.

She notes that she does have a Winnipeg connection in
that her daughter, Leora, is married to David Hornstein,
the son of Winnipeggers Mel and Denny Hornstein.

Tickets for Limmud Winnipeg for the weekend –
Saturday evening and Sunday – are $60 (plus tax) if you
sign up before February 16, $30 if you are only coming
one of the days. There are reduced rates for university
students ($18), high school students ($10) and children
($5).

Also, for the first time this year, Limmud Winnipeg is
able to issue its own charitable receipts.

For further information, contact Florencia at
204.557.6260 | limmudwinnipeg.org.
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By MYRON LOVE

The recent merger of Wilder, Wilder and
Langtrey with Pullan Frohlinger
Kammerloch brings together some of

our Jewish community’s most high profile
legal practitioners.

With almost 70 years of experience,
Gordon Pullan, QC has been practicing law
longer than anyone else in Manitoba. (Only
the late Harry Walsh was in practice longer.)
He was honored by the Law Society of
Manitoba as a senior member of the Bar with
more than 50 years of practice almost 19
years ago. At 94, he is still working full time.

Over the course of his career, he has con-
tributed his time to virtually every Jewish
community organization and many more in
the community at large. He has served as
president of both the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba and the Sharon Home. He has been
associated with the Sharon Home/Simkin Centre for more than 50 years.

He has also acted as Western Regional Vice President of United Israel
Appeal and is – or has been – on the boards of Greater Winnipeg
Community Welfare Council/ Winnipeg Jewish Community Council, the
Asper Jewish Community Campus Planning Committee, the Chesed Shel
Emes, the Bnay Abraham Synagogue, Ramah Hebrew School, Mount
Carmel Clinic and Anne Ross Health Resources Centre Inc. and the
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra.

Pullan also has a lengthy record of raising funds for the Combined Jewish
Appeal and many Israel-related institutions.

Sam Wilder, QC has served as president of the Jewish Child and Family
Service, the YMHA and the Manitoba Bar Association. Older brother Joe
Wilder, QC has held numerous leadership roles in the Jewish and general
communities, both locally and nationally. 

His resumé includes leadership roles with the Canada-Israel Committee,
the Canadian Jewish Congress, the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, the
Royal Winnipeg Ballet, the Winnipeg Blue Bombers Football Club and the
Canadian Football League.

The merger, as of January 1, was six months in the making. “After almost
60 years in practice and more than 50 years in partnership with my broth-
er, Sam, we determined that we no longer wanted to be engaged in the man-
agement aspects of operating a law firm,” Joe Wilder notes. “We knew that
Pullan Frohlinger Kammerloch has been expanding in recent years and felt
that our two firms would be a good fit – a place where our clients would
continue to feel comfortable.”

In a profile on Tom Frohlinger that this writer penned last year for  this

paper, the Pullan Frohliner Kammerloch managing partner noted that in
recent years, the firm had been adding new offices both in Winnipeg and
rural Manitoba – having acquired existing law practices in Selkirk,
Carman, Morden and Winkler. 

“We had outgrown our office space at our building on Kennedy Street
(just south of Graham),” notes Frohlinger (who is also the honorary
Hungarian Consul for Manitoba). “If we were continue to grow, we need-
ed to move into a larger office.”

Thus, last April, the firm took over a floor at 444 St. Mary Avenue (about
a block away from the former office). “We wanted to stay in the same
area,” he says. “We appreciate the amenities of the neighbourhood and we
wanted to remain near the Provincial Law Courts Building.”

“Joe and Sam wanted to be able to focus more time on their clients and
other personal activities,” Frohlinger says. “We had a number of meetings
with them and really liked the synergy that our two firms could produce
together. Both of our firms have a long history, equal prestige and strong
market share.

”We reached an agreement last September.”

Coincidentally, he points out, Gordon Pullan was the lawyer for Sam and
Joe’s father (jack).

Initially, the new law practice is operating under the Pullan Frohlinger
Kammerloch name but will be eventually known in future as PFK LLD.

Frohlinger adds that still another well known legal mind will soon be
joining the practice in the person of Israel Ludwig, who will be coming on
board as of March 1.

Merger brings together leading lawyers with storied 
volunteer careers in community service
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GORDON PULLAN, QC SAM WILDER, QC
JOE WILDER, QC

By JOSEFIN DOLSTEN
NEW YORK (JTA) – The Israeli Prime

Minister’s Office will no longer be involved
with awarding the annual Genesis Prize,
nicknamed the “Jewish Nobel,” in order to
keep the honor from being seen as political.

The prize was founded in 2013 as a part-
nership of the Prime Minister’s Office, the
Genesis Prize Foundation and the Jewish
Agency for Israel. But on Monday, the three
entities announced that the Prime Minister’s
Office was leaving the partnership.

“[D]espite the efforts of the partners to
create a non-political award that unites the
Jewish people, some have incorrectly inter-
preted the participation of the Office of the
Prime Minister in the Genesis Prize as bringing a political dimension to
this important initiative,” their joint statement read. “This is the opposite
of what the founders of the Prize intended.”

The change comes a month after it was announced that Natan Sharansky,
the former Israeli politician and prominent leader of the Soviet Jewry emi-
gration movement, would receive the 2020 prize.

In November, Benjamin Netanyahu was charged in three corruption
cases, marking the first time a sitting Israeli prime minister has been
indicted.

In 2018, the Genesis Prize Foundation canceled
its ceremony in Jerusalem after the winner, Israel-
born actress Natalie Portman, said she would not
come to Israel for the ceremony. Portman later said
that she made the decision because she “did not
want to appear as endorsing Benjamin
Netanyahu.”

In 2019, the award was in the news again when
Robert Kraft, the New England Patriots owner and
philanthropist who has donated heavily to Jewish
causes, was chosen as the honoree. Just a month
after receiving the award, Kraft was charged with
soliciting a prostitute in a case that is ongoing.

A member of the prize’s advisory board resigned
in protest after it decided to move forward with
giving Kraft the award.

The Genesis Prize, which is financed through a permanent $100 million
endowment, gives $1 million to prominent Jews “for their professional
accomplishments, commitment to Jewish values, and contribution to
improving the world.” It was founded by a team that included three
Russian-Jewish businessmen – Mikhail Fridman, Petr Aven and German
Khan.

Past recipients include former New York Mayor Mike Bloomberg, vio-
linist Yitzhak Perlman and actor Michael Douglas.

Controversy-plagued ‘Jewish Nobel’ cuts ties with Netanyahu’s office

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks
at the Genesis Prize ceremony in Jerusalem,
June 20, 2019. (Flash90)



Heading downhill... or is it?

Isuppose one ought not to be surprised to find
out that, as the years slip by, not everything
works quite as well as it once did. That lesson

was impressed upon me recently: I had another
hearing test. 

Last July, I had my first auditory inspection -
so to speak, and was advised gently that a hear-
ing device would be of assistance to me. I was
encouraged to make the move earlier rather than

later. I sent the results of my test to my wife’s first cousin, an ear special-
ist in the San Francisco area. He was less gentle in his comments to me. He
said: You need a hearing aid and, in fact, two of them. And, he added, get
them now! 

I was not taken totally aback by these
results, as I had noticed that I was unable to
hear all the words at a movie or even in a syn-
agogue. In fact, I sometimes do not hear my
wife - even when we are alone in our home
(there may be an upside to that ). 

In November I was with friends who told me that they had just entered
the world of hearing aids and  had gone the Costco route with great suc-
cess. My wife and I made an appointment at Costco. Just recently we had
our tests and, for the third time, I was given the bad news. So, I made the
plunge for hearing aids and, I might add - they are not cheap ones. 

Although the Province of Ontario provides a rebate and I may have some
,private insurance which will help, it still comes out to over $ 10,000 per
ear. I suppose the worst part of this experience may yet be coming, as I will
have to figure out how to use them and my skills with my hands are not
strong - as in very weak. Worse yet,  my wife went through the tests and
she needs no help with her hearing. 

When she said that to me that she spoke quite loudly and I heard her well.

I suspect I may hear that difference pointed to me yet again. 
Now, I said to my wife that we are now on the slope, the slope just

became a little steeper - and we go down it a little faster now. But, I got a
big boost recently which  made me think that perhaps all is not lost. My
wife and I lead sing songs in retirement residences throughout Toronto
from time to time. One of the places we go to, Baycrest, announced a new
policy requiring people who provide services and products on a regular
basis to obtain a police clearance. So, we applied with a long form submit-
ted to the City of Toronto Police, also with a payment of $ 65.00 for each
of us. I guess you might not be that surprised to learn that my wife came
though clean and clear. Alas, my application was, shall we say, put into the
“let’s check this guy out category. “ 

My actual reply from the police was an
acknowledgement of my Vulnerable
Sector Screening Application (Is that not
a mouthful)? and a request to attend at
their office to submit my fingerprints.
Now here comes the interesting part of

the story. The police claim that they needed to check my prints owing to the
fact that I might be on their Pardoned Sex Offender Registry. In a way, I
took some small delight in obtaining this status. After all, I have been
referred to in a number of ways, but a possible sex offender was a new title,
not one likely to be mentioned when I am called up to the Torah. What they
told me when I went for my fingerprinting session is that there is someone
out there with my gender and the exact same birthdate, right to the, day,
month and year. Well, it is satisfying to know, at the very least that I had a
new experience when I was fingerprinted. I now have to trust that I am not
confused any further with this other guy whoever he is. I just hope that The
Jewish Post &  News will not feel tarnished by an association what a pos-
sible sex offender.

Ed: No Gerry, it’s your being a lawyer that tarnishes our reputation.
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Aging

By

GERRY POSNER

Jewish mom Pink opens up about aging and I feel so seen
By LIOR ZALTZMAN

This article originally appeared on
Kveller.

I grew up with Pink. Her first two
albums, “Can’t Take Me Home” and
“Missundaztood,” came out during bat
mitzvah season for me, and it was her
songs that truly got the party started.
Yes, they were catchy, but they were
also vulnerable, wise and incredibly
relatable. In “Family Portrait,” for
example, she tackled divorce, and
“Don’t Let Me Get Me” channeled so
much of the angst and self-loathing I
felt as a teen.

Even in those early albums, Pink was
derisive and dismissive of her
looks.”Tired of being compared to
damn Britney Spears/She’s so pretty,
that just ain’t me,” the Jewish singer belts out in “Don’t Let Me Get Me.”

But to me, Pink was gorgeous, with her short bleached hair, unique
style and voice. Simply put, I was in awe of her.

As I turned from girl to woman, and then became a mother, I’ve
watched Pink grow along with me. The authentic, irreverent artist just
becomes more real and earnest as the years go by. She’s spoken up about
anti-Semitism and raising Jewish kids, and also about nursing and pump-
ing. She’s called out cruel trolls on Instagram who mom-shamed her. And
I love her for speaking her mind and for not being scared to be vulnera-
ble.

In a recent Twitter open letter to herself, Pink again talked about some-
thing really intimate: how she’s dealing with growing older. She did so in
a way that’s sure to resonate with a lot of us.

“Dear Me,” the mom of two wrote. “You’re getting older. I see lines.
Especially when you smile. Your nose is getting bigger.. You look (and
feel) weird as you get used to this new reality. But your nose looks like
your kids, and your face wrinkles where you laugh. And yeah you idiot…
u smoked.”

https://twitter.com/Pink/status/1219130831211352064?ref_src=twsrc
%5Etfw

Yet again, Pink nails it, and I feel so seen! It is an uncanny experience
watching your body change as you grow older. As someone who doesn’t
like to linger at the mirror, I have to admit, from time to time I see myself
and feel surprised at an emerging line, or the way my hands look, or the
way motherhood has permanently changed my body. It’s weird to no
longer look like the fresh-faced young person you still see yourself as.
But it’s also incredibly weird to think of Pink as someone who is “aging.”

After all, your favorite celebrities always
stay young in your head. And while I do
think that 40 is young (Pink recently cele-
brated that birthday, mazel!), I understand
that society still doesn’t see women in
their 40s that way.

The singer fesses up to being drawn to
the anti-aging vices that many in her
industry indulge in. “Every once in a
while you consider altering your face,”
she wrote. “And then you watch a show
where you want to see what the person is
feeling… and their face doesn’t move. I
cannot get behind it. I just can’t.”

Let’s face it (get the pun?!): This isn’t
just a thing in the entertainment industry.
Botox – and, yep, we have a Jewish doc-
tor to thank for its popularity – and other
age-defying procedures are common for

many a privileged milieu. I understand why – aging is terrifying and we
still associate beauty with youth, despite the rise of glamorous fashion-
able people like Iris Apfel showing us that it ain’t so.

We shouldn’t judge those who choose to go under the scalpel or to have
needles inserted into their faces on a regular basis. Honestly, I find that
prospect terrifying, and all the power to those who go through with it!
But Pink reminds us that there is a price for that, too, and as parents, it
might be one we don’t want to pay. After all, “I want my children to know
what I look like when I’m angry,” Pink wrote, in what is probably the
most relatable line for every Jewish mom (or, you know, every mom in
general).

“I’m fortunate because I’ve never really depended on my looks. I’ve
decided that my talent and my individuality is far more important than
my face. So get on board cause I am about to AGE THE OL’ FASH-
IONED WAY,” Pink declared. Then she added, funnily: “in a tutu ruling
shit at 30 mph 100 ft in the air over 40.” (Yes, this is literally something
that she does.)

As I grow older, I’m so grateful to have Pink to grow old with me – the
old-fashioned way, as she called it. Though I still think she looks gor-
geous and glowing, I’m pretty sure seeing someone who I’ve always
thought was beautiful embrace every line and every fold will help me –
and countless other women – embrace our aging selves more easily.

I raise my glass to that, and to her!

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.

PINK 
(Frazer Harrison/Getty Images)

In fact, I sometimes do not hear my wife
even when we are alone in our home

(there may be an upside to that ). 
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

FEBRUARY  5

GOLDIE KRAVETSKY
It is with great sadness

that we announce the pass-
ing of Gigi January 18,
2020.

Born on March 12, 1932
to Sam and Sonia Dora
Porter, Clara Goldie was
predeceased by her sister
Elsie, her parents and her
husband Alvin.

Goldie worked full time
throughout her life, man-
aging the Beachcomber
Polynesian Restaurant and

later in life at her nephew Gary Kravetsky’s Fort
Storage.

Goldie and Alvin enjoyed travelling especially to
Florida, Vegas and Hawaii where they would meet
friends on an annual basis.

For decades summer weekends were spent at the
cottage in Winnipeg Beach, arriving ladened with bags
of goodies from Gunn’s Bakery and Omnitskys, it was
always a party with Gigi.

Although having no children of their own, Goldie
and Alvin were the parents to a litany of nieces,
nephews, great nieces and nephews and great great
ones too. For over 60 years every week was marked by
a convergence on Sunday of family at her home for
food, fun and camaraderie.

Goldie was the first one to go to for advice and
guidance, the first one you sought out to share good
news or bad. She was never judgemental and always
even tempered and loving.

She will live in our hearts and continue to be the
inspiration to future generations.

Our thanks to those who cared so well for Goldie,
especially her great nieces and nephews that surrounded
her from morning till night during her last few weeks
while in hospice.

Special thanks to her second favourite nephew Dan-
iel Kravetsky who took the responsibility of attending
to Goldie’s every needs in her final weeks and was
beside her, comforting her in her final moments.

Pallbearers were Azriel Kravetsky, Clinton Behrsin,
Alexander Levine, Michael Kowalson, Timothy Ginter
and Ryan Munro.

Honorary pallbearers were Hillel Kravetsky, Daniel
Kravetsky and Guy Tyrrell.

Services were held Sunday January 19, 2020 at the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue.

Eulogies in memory of Gigi by Hillel Kravetsky and
Barbara Kravetsky

Donations to honor Goldie can be made to the Chesed
Shel Emes Capital Campaign 1023 Main Street Winni-
peg. (204)582-5088

SAM GENASKE
Sam Genaske passed

away on Friday January
3rd. Sam got diabetes at 20
years of age and gradually
developed a catalog of
medical problems includ-
ing removal of both legs -
through it all he reacted
with remarkable courage,
good humour, and a big
smile and laugh for every-

one. His sense of humour and his love of everyone
endeared him to one and all. He will be missed more
than words can say by his mother, Lorraine Daiter, his
two brothers Larry Genaske (Kathleen) and Randy
Guest (Leigh Anne).

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of

SAM GENASKE
want to thank everyone who sent cards,
donations, shiva visits, food and pastry.

Many thanks also to the people who supplied
wonderful suppers.

Everything is very much appreciated.
Thank you, Lorraine Daiter, Larry Genaske

(Kathleen) and Randy Guest (Leigh Ann).

j.fed.       2x2

In loving memory of

ESTHER
BARSKY
who passed away
February 2, 1993
12 Days in Shevat

— Lovingly remembered by
your daughter Naomi.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ADAM GOSZER
who passed away
February 3, 2012

10 days in Shevat, 5772
Though we can’t reach out and
touch you, you are always in
our thoughts and hearts - loved
and forever remembered for
your gentle nature, kind heart,
zest for life and great sense of
humor.
— Deeply missed by your wife,
Barbara, your children
Elliott, Sharon & Steven, your
grandchildren Sam, Joseph,
Nick, and Sarah, your nieces,
nephews, family and friends.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
27th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father, and

grandfather

SIMON KAGAN
who passed away
February 5, 1993
14 Days in Shevat

Memories bring us closer
then we are never far apart
For you are always with us
in our thoughts and in our hearts
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by his wife Lenore,
children Mark, Hershel, Jerry,
Nikki and Elliott and
grandchildren Mikaela, his
namesake Simon,  Miriam and
Nathaniel and all the family.

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

ROSE ZENITH
who passed away
February 7, 2000

1 day in Adar

SAM ZENITH
who passed away

April 4, 2004
13 days in Nisan

Always in our thoughts. Forever in our hearts.
— Their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

SAM MOSER
who passed away
January 14, 1995
13 Days in Shevat

Wishing you were here
to share a joke;

—  Still warming the hearts
of your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

NORMAN ODWAK
It is with sadness that the family announces the

passing of our husband, father, and grandfather, Nor-
man Odwak, who passed away peacefully in his home
on January 18, 2020, at the age 80.

Norman was born September 5, 1939, in Winnipeg,
the youngest of four children. He met Brenda Odwak
(née Mindell) and they were married June 14, 1961.
Soon after, Norman joined his father-in-law where
they worked side-by-side at City Meat. Norman went
on to a long career in the meat business, having owned
and managed his family business, Norman’s Meats
until its closure in 2007. Norman was a passionate man,
and fully invested himself into his interests, such as:
golfing, the horse races, exercising, art, fashion, and
gardening, to name a few. He loved spending week-
ends at the family cottage in Gimli, where he could
garden and listen to his favourite classical music, and
enjoyed his winter trips to Hawaii where he could sit by
the pool or on the beach and read the latest novels.

Above all, Norman cherished his family and loved to
tell stories of his childhood and family in the North End
of Winnipeg, where he grew up with his siblings, Sam
(z”l), Faye and Sophie, and his parents Celia (z”l) and
Harry Odwak (z”l). His love of large family gatherings
came full circle as Norman was able to walk down the
aisle at his eldest grandson Justin’s wedding to Sarah
in 2016.

Norman is survived by his wife Brenda; his children,
Lisa, Susan, and Harry (Lisa); and his six grandchil-
dren, Justin (Sarah), Cori, David, Noah, Zach, and
Adam; as well as sisters, Sophie, and Faye; and his
nieces and nephews.

The family would like to thank Dr. Kevin Coates for
his many years of wonderful care and friendship.

Norman’s funeral was held on January 20, at Con-
gregation Shaarey Zedek.

Donations can be made in his memory to the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba, or Congregation Shaarey
Zedek.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

FEBRUARY  12

LARSEN
2X3everlasting

2X3

In loving memory of
our beloved

ALLAN ERWIN
DINER

who passed away
February 8, 1998
12 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by your
beloved children, grand-
children and your precious
great-grandchildren named  in
your memory.
YOUR SPIRIT LIVES ON

IN OUR HEARTS

In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
ISSY

GREENFELD
who passed away
January 21, 2008
14 days in Shevat

Time goes by, but memories stay
Never more than a thought away
No need for words, except to say
Always loved, always missed,
every passing day.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

“Forever in our hearts.”

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father and

grandfather

DAVID NEPON
who passed away
January 29, 1988
10 Days in Shevat

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his loving
wife Gert, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY
OFFMAN
who passed away
February 5, 1998
10 days in Shevat

Wonderful memories
keep you forever near.
— Forever loved and
remembered by his son Jack,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MAX REICH

who passed away
February 10, 2017
14 days in Shevat

You were one of a kind: we carry
your memory & inspiration with us
every single day.
— Forever missed by your
loving wife, Fay, your
children, grandchildren,
family and friends for whom
your memory is truly a
blessing.

In loving memory of our
beloved grandmother &

great-grandmother

EVA (Rifka)
BLANK

who passed away
February 5, 1980
18 Days in Shevat

We still miss you very much
and think of you lovingly every
day.
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her grand-
children, great-grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam

— Lovingly remembered by your children, grandchildren, family
and friends.

RUBEN COHEN
who passed away
January 2, 2009
6 days in Tevet

ETTIE COHEN
who passed away
March 16, 2012
22 days in Adar

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LAURA
DESHELL
who passed away
Feburary 5, 2007
18 days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RIVKE
(REGINA)
FLEISHER
who passed away
22 days in Shevat

February 10th, 2007
— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by her son
William, daughter in law
Doreen and grandchildren
Zach, Ben, Gideon and Raisa.

13th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In memory of a beloved
father, grandfather, husband.
A gentle man, friend to many,
respected and admired by all

MICHAEL
KAUFMANN

who passed away
February 18, 2006
21 Days in Shevat

In Pirke avot, it is written:
There are three crowns:

The crown of Torah,
the crown of priesthood,
and the crown of royalty;

but the crown of a good name
surpasses them all.

— With love your wife,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

SAMUEL
TENNENHOUSE

who passed away
February 14, 2001

22 days in Shevat, 5761

In loving memory of

— Lovingly remembered by their children and grandchildren.

GERTIE
TENNENHOUSE

who passed away
April 30, 2014

30 days in Nisan

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANK
BLANARU
who passed away
February 7, 2012
15 Days in Shevat

— Forever in our hearts and
deeply missed by his wife
Bianca, children, grand-
children, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

MORRIS
WIWIERSKI

who passed away
January 19, 1995
19 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
sons, daughter-in-law and
grandchildren.
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In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK NEWMAN
who passed away
January 22, 2014

21st of Shevat, 5774
You’re always in our hearts

— Ever rememered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RUTH POSEN
who passed away
January 26, 1989

21 Days in Shevat, 5749
—Ruth was an extremely
generous and beautiful
woman, who cared deeply for
her family and friends.
Every day she lives on in the
hearts of all who miss her
presence.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BARRY REINER
who passed away
January 29, 2011
24 Days in Shevat

— Lovingly remembered by
your wife, children, grand-
children and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

KAY SERA
who passed away
February 5, 2010
21 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by her loving
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
38th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ESTHER
STERN

who passed away
February l1, 1982
18 Days in Shevat

— Lovingly remembered by
your children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

22nd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE
SUCHAROV

who passed away
February 18, 1998
22 Days in Shevat

Your legacy lives on.
— Lovingly remembered and
missed by your children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

With love, admiration and
respect we remember our

beloved father, grandfather
and great-grandfather

PHILIP YAFFE
on this thirty-ninth yahrzeit

17 Days in Shevat
Nov. 4, 1914 - Jan. 22, 1981

In our hearts you will live
forever.
— Martin, Clifford, Richard
and families

39th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory
of our dear husband and father
MAX  HECHTENTHAL

who passed away
January 24, 1981

20 Days in Shevat 5741
Our hearts still ache with sadness
Silent tears still flow
What it means to lose you
No one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his son.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LYNN HENOCH
May  24, 1946-

January 29, 2016
19th day of Shvat

Beloved Wife, Mother, Savta,
Sister, Daughter, Auntie,
Teacher, Artist & Friend.

Creator of Home,
of Clay and of Beauty

Your love and inspiration live on.
May you rest in the garden,

swim with the loons and
fly like a dove in peace.

“Love You to the Moon and Back”

Joanne Seiff

What is your work worth?

Recently, I’ve had numerous encounters with
middle-aged women. This isn’t strange. I’m
talking to women who are a lot like me: deal-

ing with school-aged kids, piano lessons, finding
childcare, etc. What’s remarkable is that the same
conversation popped up….about work.

One friend, an author and artist said that she does
the math every time she’s invited to do a workshop
or a special event. Will the cost of travel, supplies,

and teaching preparation be worth the return? She’s often told, “Well, we can’t
afford to pay you to teach…” but when she shows up for the single event she
agreed to do for payment, what happens? People surround her, saying, “Well, if
we’d only known you were coming, we would have paid for you to do a multi-
day workshop!”

Another woman explained she is only now, after years of staying at home, get-
ting back to very part-time work in her field. Why? The cost of childcare would
have cancelled out anything she would have earned with part-time work.

Among women who juggle a full-time job with conventional hours, there’s an
acknowledgement that it’s extremely hard to manage. In some cases, their part-
ners step up to do the child-rearing and run the household. In others, there are
moms who are obligated to work full-time, be ‘on call’ as the primary caretak-
er, and either do or hire someone to do all the household chores. For many, this
works because everyone’s healthy and they have support from extended fami-
ly. In case of illness or lack of family support? Forget it. Of course, since these
women do manage it, anyone who struggles is seen as ‘not as capable’ as a
woman who has it all.

This is a big topic, but it’s also (surprise!) a Jewish topic. We’ve been
wrestling with it forever. In Exodus, we’re reading that the Israelites fled Egypt,
and slavery. Yet, in Exodus 14:12, the Israelites are afraid and they actually sug-
gest to Moses that it would be better to return to Egypt and slavery, (work with-
out being paid!) than die in the wilderness. Lacking faith, they struggle with
how they will be fed…and manna appears for them.

The first question is “What is the value of our work?” For the Israelites, they
were willing to live for nothing more than food and housing, as Egyptian slaves,
rather than cope with being tossed out, afraid, into the unknown. They didn’t
value their work, and perhaps didn’t have confidence that things could be dif-
ferent. Yet, when they take that risk, miraculously, their basic needs are met. 

There are no guarantees. We can offer up our work for free–in whatever pro-
fessional fields we’re qualified to do so–but there’s no surety that at the end,
we’ll have any offer of full-time, paying work. I see women doing this all
around me. 

There’s an expectation that you’ll volunteer to offer your presentation, but
you’ll also tack on free teaching, writing, editing, professional-level creative
work or even childcare for others’ children. (Yes, I’ve been asked to do all these
things for free.)

Here’s the second question. Is the Israelites’ manna in the desert the ancient
equivalent of the “Guaranteed minimum income” or a “basic income?” At what
point in modern society do we decide that everyone should get enough to eat?
When is it acceptable to say, “Everyone should have a warm place to live, no
matter what you earn or your special needs or other health challenges?” 

In the Talmud, in Berachot 17a, the Sages of Yavneh say that we are all G-d’s
creatures, those who learn Torah in the city and those who labour in the fields.
That both kinds of people rise early. Neither one is superior. Their work has
equal merit as long as they ‘direct his heart towards Heaven.’ This includes the
idea that the labourer doesn’t presume to do the Torah scholar’s work, and the
scholar doesn’t presume to do the labourer’s. In this gendered ancient world,
this leaves out women. Then Rav Hiyya acknowledges that women are offered
“ease and confidence” because they do an enormous amount to sustain Jewish
learning through raising their kids Jewishly and supporting their husbands who
study Mishna.

So, even in Talmudic times, work was valuable and considered important, no
matter what you did. Further, a woman who is doing ‘traditional’ things like tak-
ing care of her children’s education or her husband is owed ‘ease and confi-
dence’ for her work.

Our work has meaning. It has important economic and social value. However,
sometimes when we compare our resumes, we feel lacking, certainly if we are
being asked to do work for free. It turns out that we shouldn’t be expected to do
work for free, because our work, no matter what it is, is equivalent and neces-
sary. 

A more modern reminder: Martin Luther King, Jr. preached that all work is
crucial and deserves fair pay. He supported the Memphis Sanitation Workers’
strike. To be healthy, we need trash collection. Garbage collectors matter.

There’s also no such thing as being ‘out of the work force.’ That dinner you
cooked, the snow shovelled, the cleaning you did to keep someone healthy, the
child you kept safe? According to the rabbis, if you do your work with the right
intention, it’s all equally important. 

I was recently invited by a favourite undergrad professor of mine to submit a
short bio for the Cornell University Near Eastern Studies department’s alumni
page. I read some previous ones–doctors, rabbis, professors, and more–and felt
out of my league. Then I talked about it with my husband and thought about it.
Being asked to share my work experience on that forum means, like the rabbis’
view of work, mine is valuable too…and so is yours.

Joanne Seiff is a freelance writer, editor and knitwear designer. She’s the
author of several books, including one about the Winnipeg Jewish Community–
From the Outside In. Check her out on Instagram @yrnspinner or read more
on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com

By

JOANNE SEIFF



How to retire to Israel
By RENEE GHERT-ZAND

JERUSALEM – For a growing
number of Jews in the Diaspora,
turning retirement dreams into real-
ity also means realizing a lifelong
dream of living in Israel.

Over the past decade, more than
6,000 Jews from North America
and Britain have retired to Israel. In
2019, some 500 of 3,500 immi-
grants to Israel from North
America were retirees. For some of
these new “olim” it was the culmi-
nation of a lifelong Zionist dream.
For others it was a practical move
to be closer to children and grand-
children, or to enjoy their golden
years in a warmer climate.

Regardless of motivation, the key
to a successful retirement in Israel
is careful advance planning, as well
as an open attitude toward the challenges of entering a new stage of life in
a new country.

“We have an amazing life here and are very happy, generally speaking,”
said Sydney Faber, who retired to Jerusalem from London with his wife,
Rose, 11 years ago. The couple have two children in Israel and two others
living in New Jersey.

The Fabers credit their contentment in large part to their having made
good decisions about important elements like housing, learning Hebrew
and becoming involved in their community. Those choices, they said, made
all the difference in building a happy retirement 2,000 miles away from
where they had lived most of their lives.

While retiring to Israel may seem like a bigger step than retiring to
Florida, many of the same considerations come into play. Here are some of
the main issues to consider.

Financial planning
“Retiree olim need to think about how their lifestyle will or will not trans-

late to Israel,” said Marc Rosenberg, vice president of Diaspora
Partnerships at Nefesh B’Nefesh, the organization that assists with immi-
gration to Israel from North America and the United Kingdom.

Rosenberg advises retirees to be realistic about the kind of life they’ll be
able to afford in Israel on passive income like pensions, Social Security and
investments. (A sample budget on Nefesh B’Nefesh’s website can help
retirees figure out their likely monthly costs.) For those with children or
parents living outside Israel, retirees should remember to plan for the costs
of flying back and forth to see them.

These days, many retiree immigrants split their time between Israel and
their countries of origin in “snowbird” fashion, allowing for all kinds of
creative financial arrangements. Prospective immigrants should seek the
advice of an Israeli accountant who specializes in U.S. taxes about the
implications of dual citizenship and dual residency. A financial adviser can
help with financial planning and offer guidance for living within a budget.

Health care
Israel has universal health care. Retirees must pay into its National

Insurance system, but the sum is minor compared to what most Americans
are used to paying for insurance premiums and copays.

All Israelis must join one of Israel’s four HMOs, known as “kupot
holim,” in order to receive medical services. While membership is covered
by one’s National Insurance payments, the kupot offer optional higher lev-
els of coverage for relatively modest additional fees. Many retirees also
choose to buy supplemental private health insurance, which covers drugs
not included in the medications made available by the Health Ministry as
well as private surgeries, transplants performed abroad and other benefits.

Dorraine Gilbert Weiss, who moved to Jerusalem from Los Angeles with
her husband, Barry, recently underwent chemotherapy for breast cancer at
Hadassah Medical Center.

“I couldn’t have asked for better or more personalized care,” Weiss said.
In addition to hospitals, Israel also a network of urgent care clinics in

most cities, many of which are open 24/7.

Housing
Choosing your new home wisely is a key component of successful aliyah.

Experts advise new immigrants to rent for at least a year or two before buy-
ing, mainly to make sure they choose the right location.

Many retirees automatically assume they will want to be near their chil-
dren, but some find that living in suburban communities geared toward
young families is not the right fit.

“They realize that living in Israel is different than visiting,” Rosenberg
said. “When you are here for 10 days over a holiday, the grandchildren will
be off from school and have lots of time for the grandparents. It’s a differ-

ent story when they are in their
usual routines.”

Older olim tend to gravitate
toward cities with large “Anglo”
communities and a plethora of
social and cultural opportunities for
English-speaking retirees, such as
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Raanana and
Netanya. Many haredi Orthodox
immigrants favor Beit Shemesh.

Housing will comprise the largest
chunk of a retiree’s monthly bud-
get. As with real estate anywhere,
location determines price. Those
moving from low-cost U.S. locales
to expensive cities like Jerusalem
might have to downsize homes or
number of cars. It’s generally
cheaper to rent in Israel than in the
United States but more expensive
to buy.

Those seeking to move into a senior residence or assisted-living facility
will find many options throughout the country offering accommodations,
amenities and services comparable to North American standards.

A common question retirees have is whether to sell the U.S. residence
they are leaving behind or rent it. That’s less an immigration question than
a financial one best addressed to a financial planner.

Transportation
The upside of transportation in Israel is that the public transit system is

very inexpensive and well developed. Buses inside and between cities run
frequently, reliably and inexpensively, and seniors pay half fare. The train
network is growing, including new high-speed rail service between
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv that has reduced travel time to 32 minutes. Taxis
also are relatively inexpensive and can be summoned like an Uber using
the Gett mobile phone app.

The downside is that private transportation is expensive: Owning and
maintaining a car costs roughly double what it is in the States.

“If you can do without a car, you should try it,” said Hezy BenTzur,
founder and owner of the iAnglo Auto Association, which assists English
speakers in Israel with the leasing, importing and purchasing of new and
used cars. “Retirees don’t have the burden of having to commute for work,
so I would recommend not taking the expense on if you don’t have to. It’s
more cost effective to occasionally rent a car.”

Another thing to keep in mind is that cars are generally smaller in Israel,
and that the Israeli car market includes makes and models unfamiliar to
Americans. Best to do your research and choose appropriately.

Recreation, volunteering and learning Hebrew
There’s no end to the opportunities for retirees to get involved in their

communities. Local community centers offer cultural events, educational
classes and fitness activities for free or at a low cost for seniors. There are
also private sports and country clubs, and golfing is available near
Caesarea.

Some community theater companies put on English-language produc-
tions, and many plays and operas performed at major arts venues like the
Charles Bronfman Auditorium in Tel Aviv and The Jerusalem Theater offer
English supertitles.

Volunteer opportunities abound; the key is matching your interests to one
of Israel’s countless nonprofit organizations. Popular choices include
working with people with disabilities at Yad Sarah, mentoring children and
teens affected by terror with One Family, or preparing care packages and
holiday meals at the Lone Soldier Center.

Some volunteer opportunities are geared toward English speakers, like
English tutoring or working as museum docents. Most, however, require a
working knowledge of Hebrew. Taking advantage of the free Hebrew
lessons (called ulpan) provided by the government to new immigrants is a
good idea.

Ricki Lieberman, who retired to Jaffa from New York in 2009, raises
money for an Arab-Jewish women’s choir in Jaffa, volunteers with children
of African refugees in South Tel Aviv and does political organizing.

“I grew up believing in democracy and Jewish values, so I am compelled
to do what I can,” Lieberman said. “For me, my retirement is not a time to
turn away.”

This article was sponsored by and produced in partnership with Nefesh
B’Nefesh, which in cooperation with Israel’s Ministry of Aliyah, The
Jewish Agency, KKL and JNF-USA is minimizing the professional, logis-
tical and social obstacles of aliyah, and has brought over 50,000 olim from
North America and the United Kingdom over the last 15 years. This article
was produced by JTA’s native content team.
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Norman and Doris Levitz made aliyah in their 90s, moving from the
United States to Jerusalem in 2018. (Tomer Malichi)



Winnipeg-Born writer Sidura Ludwig speaking at Limmud 
about changing images of grandparents in kids literature

By MYRON LOVE

Sidura Ludwig’s second book, a collection of
short stories titled “You Are Not What We
Expected”, has been years in the making.

While the new volume will be out in May, the sub-
ject of Ludwig’s Limmud presentation – at the
Asper Campus on March 1 – will reflect her cur-
rent focus on children’s books rather than her new
publication.

The Winnipeg-born writer’s Limmud presenta-
tion will be focusing on the need for more diversi-
ty in the portrayal of Jewish grandparents in
today’s children’s picture books. The daughter of
Israel and Maylene Ludwig is currently working
on a Masters Degree in Fine Arts specializing in
writing books for children and young adults at the
Vermont College of Fine Arts.

“I have noticed in my studies that the ways
Jewish grandparents are depicted in children’s
books are not reflective of grandparents today,”
she observes. “The grandparents in these books
are the images of the eastern European babas and
zaidas that I knew growing up. The greater diversity in our Jewish com-
munities is not reflected in children’s books. That is the basis for the thesis
I am working on for my MFA.”

She reports that she gave the same presentation at Limmud in Toronto as
she is giving here and that she was very well received.

Ludwig notes that she has been writing seriously since she was a teenag-
er. She left Winnipeg originally in 1994 to study at York University. After
graduation, she was back here for a year working as a teacher’s assistant,
then went back east to study journalism at Carleton. In between, she mar-
ried and she and her husband moved around for a time before settling in
Thornhill in 2004. 

Her first novel, “Holding My Breath”, was published in 2007. She has

worked as a journalist and in communications
largely on a freelance basis.

There was also a growing family to look
after.

“I found as a young mother than I didn’t have
a lot of time to read novels,” she recalls. “I
gravitated to short stories – which was always
my first love. I really appreciate the ability of
writers to tell larger stories in a few pages.”

Eventually  Ludwig enrolled in some writing
courses through the Sarah Selecky Writing
School and Humber College which focused on
writing short stories. “I gave myself a goal last
year of trying to send out five submissions a
week,” she says, “and, after a year, had nine
short stories published - along with a lot of
rejections. “I was sending off five submissions
a week, fully expecting a lot of rejections. I had
enough stories published in different media
that I knew that there was some interest in the
stories that I was writing. So I submitted a col-
lection of my short stories to a publisher and,

last April, received a positive response.”
The official publication date, she reports, is May 5, with a launch to fol-

low in Toronto. She is looking forward to a Winnipeg launch a little later,
hopefully at McNally Robinson where she had her first job.

Tickets for Limmud Winnipeg for the weekend – Saturday evening and
Sunday – are $60 (plus tax) if you sign up before February 16, $30 if you
are only coming one of the days. There are reduced rates for university stu-
dents ($18), high school students ($10) and children ($5).

Also, for the first time this year, Limmud Winnipeg is able to issue its
own charitable receipts.

For further information, contact Florencia at 204.557.6260 | limmudwin-
nipeg.org.
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In HBO’s first ‘The Plot Against America’
trailer, Jews are under attack

(JTA) — The first trailer for HBO’s adaptation of the Philip Roth novel
“The Plot Against America” was released on Thursday.

The series, co-created by David Simon and based on Roth’s 2004 novel
of the same name, premieres on March 16. It stars John Turturro (as a
rabbi), Winona Ryder, Zoe Kazan and Morgan Spector (best known for his
role on “Homeland,” the American adaptation of the Israeli series
“Hatufim”).

Fans of the Roth novel should be excited, as the trailer shows that the
miniseries is faithful to the book’s plot. In the novel’s alternate history,
Charles Lindbergh, the aviator-turned-anti-Semitic-populist, becomes pres-
ident and stokes anti-Jewish fear throughout the U.S.

“There’s a lot of hate out there, and he knows how to tap into it,”
Spector’s character Herman says of Lindbergh in the trailer.

Yeshiva U men’s basketball earns 
first national ranking

(JTA) — The Yeshiva University’s men’s basketball team has been
ranked in the Division III Top 25 for the first time.

In the D3hoops.com’s poll released Monday, the Maccabees are ranked
No. 24, one spot ahead of Brandeis, a Jewish-sponsored, nonsectarian
research university. Swarthmore is ranked No. 1.

The Maccabees have a 14-1 record overall and are in first place in the
Skyline League with a 7-0 mark.

The Top 25 is voted on by a panel of 25 coaches, sports information
directors and reporters from across the country.

In 2018, Yeshiva qualified for the NCAA Division III basketball tourna-
ment for the first time but was eliminated in the first round.

Division III institutions do not offer scholarships to their student-athletes.

.

Israeli Cabinet vote on West Bank
annexation won’t happen Sunday, 

but next week appears possible
By MARCY OSTER

JERUSALEM (JTA) – The timeline is growing hazy for an Israeli
Cabinet vote on annexing Jewish settlements in the West Bank, one day
after U.S. President Donald Trump revealed a peace plan endorsing the
move.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Tuesday after Trump
unveiled the plan at the White House that his Cabinet could act on
Sunday. U.S. Ambassador to Israel David Friedman said Tuesday that he
believed Israel could “annex settlements at any time” and had no reason
to wait.

But Friedman walked those comments back Wednesday, and Israeli
Tourism Minister Yariv Levin said Wednesday that the vote would not
take place during Sunday’s Cabinet meeting because more time is need-
ed to prepare needed documents.

In addition, the Cabinet will have to wait for Attorney General Avichai
Mandelblit to weigh in, though he has said that he would not view the
annexation of some territory as illegal.

Israeli news outlets reported on Wednesday evening that the Cabinet
could take up the issue as early as Tuesday, however, and the annexation
plan’s supporters say they are gearing up to take action.

Meanwhile, Defense Minister Naftali Bennett, who also heads Yamina,
the coalition of right-wing parties, announced Wednesday at the annual
conference of the National Securities Studies think tank that he has estab-
lished a “special team” to prepare for and coordinate the implementation
of applying Israeli sovereignty over West Bank Jewish settlements and
the Jordan Valley.

The team includes representatives of the Israel Defense Forces, the IDF
civil administration that oversees the West Bank, and other government
offices and security services.

Friedman told reporters Wednesday that applying Israeli law to all
Jewish settlements in the West Bank is a “process that requires some
effort,” the Jerusalem Post reported. He also noted that Israel would first
need to present detailed maps to a joint U.S.-Israel committee before the
United States would approve such a move.

Israel “will do whatever it has to do and then the committee would
form, we will be presented as part of a proposal, we will consider it and
make a decision. I won’t speculate how long it’s going to take,” he said.

Jared Kushner, Trump’s Jewish son-in-law and an architect of the peace
plan, told CNN on Tuesday evening that annexation represents a practi-
cal approach to the region.

“The reality is that Israel’s there, and they’re not leaving,” he said.
“There’s never been a deal where they’ve contemplated doing that. And
it’s not pragmatic. I’m not looking at the world as it existed in 1967. I’m
looking at the world as it exists in 2020.”
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Tom Stoppard explores his Jewish heritage
for the first time in new play ‘Leopoldstadt’
(JTA) — Tom Stoppard, the winner of multiple Tony Awards and an

Oscar, and the author of plays such as “Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are
Dead” and “Travesties,” is often described as one of the best living play-
wrights.

He’s not often described as Jewish, which he is, perhaps in part because
he has never explored Jewish themes in his work.

That could change after his latest play, “Leopoldstadt,” debuts at
Wyndham’s Theater in London on Feb. 12.

The story involves multiple generations of a wealthy intermarried fami-
ly in Vienna’s old Jewish quarter in the early part of the 20th century. The
Jewish Chronicle reports it involves a seder, a “hilarious” bris and discus-
sions of assimilation.

Leopoldstadt was the name of Vienna’s Jewish ghetto during World War
II, and it’s symbolic of how far the Jewish family involved in the plot has
come.

Stoppard told the Chronicle that the story is not autobiographical, but he
feels close to the theme of not feeling connected to one’s Jewishness.
Stoppard, born Tomas Straussler, didn’t know he was Jewish until a rela-
tive told him in the 1990s. His family fled their native Czechoslovakia dur-
ing World War II to Singapore, and then left to India after Japan began
attacking there. Stoppard’s father was killed by a Japanese bomb.

Stoppard’s mother married an English man and gave her children his sur-
name.

Stoppard’s son Ed, an accomplished actor in his own right, plays a part
in “Leopoldstadt.”

“I’ve never felt more connected to my heritage,” Ed Stoppard told the
Guardian.

Jerry Seinfeld writing new book tracing 45
years of his stand-up routines

NEW YORK (JTA) — Get ready with the “yada yada” references, Jerry
Seinfeld is coming out with another book about comedy.

More than 25 years after he sold a million copies with “Seinlanguage,”
the star of the megahit “Seinfeld” and “Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee”
will present the best of his stand-up material from nearly a half-century
honing his craft.

Simon & Schuster said the as-yet untitled book will be out in early
October.

“Whenever I came up with a funny bit, whether it happened on a stage,
in a conversation, or working it out on my preferred canvas, the big yellow
legal pad, I kept it in one of those old-school accordion folders,” Seinfeld,
65, said in a statement, The Associated Press reported. “So, I have every
piece of stand-up comedy I thought was worth saving from 45 years of
hacking away at this for all I was worth.”
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Community newsRady JCC Music ‘N’ Mavens
2020 Season Draws Full Houses 
The 2020 season of Music ‘N’ Mavens is drawing full houses to the

city’s premier winter daytime concert and speaker series. Produced by
Karla Berbrayer, Music ‘N’ Mavens has a dynamic lineup of stimu-
lating speakers and the best music Winnipeg has to offer – all available
during daytime hours at the Rady Jewish Community Centre. 

On Thursday February 6, Cindy Tugwell will speak about The
Economics of Heritage Conservation. Cindy has been Executive
Director of Heritage Winnipeg for the past twenty-seven years, and
Manitoba Governor of the National Trust for Canada from 2006-2012.
She is an advocate for raising awareness regarding current heritage
issues. 

Tuesday February 11, the Lavallée Buzash Duo will present an
afternoon of Mozart & Tangos. Élise Lavallée holds the position of
Assistant Principal Viola with the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra.
Jeremy Buzash is Principal Second Violin with the WSO. Their lovely
program arranged for Music ‘N’ Mavens features composers from
Piazzolla to Mozart. 

Thursday February 13, Dr. Peter Denton will present Choosing
the Future: Water in 2030. Known locally for his pungent op eds in
the Winnipeg Free Press, Peter Denton is an activist for sustainability
at all levels. He is an author of seven books, and an Adjunct Associate
Professor of History at the Royal Military College of Canada. 

On Tuesday February 18, Nation of Two will entertain with Protest
Songs – From the 60s to Today. This duo features Jessee Havey on
vocals and ukulele, and Nathaniel Good on vocals and guitar. Nation
of Two will have you grooving to Let the Sunshine In and other great
songs for social change. 

All Music ‘N’ Mavens programs at the Rady JCC take place at 2:00
in the afternoon, Tuesdays and Thursdays. For even greater savings,
purchase a Mini Concert Pass to bypass the lines. Details in accompa-
nying ad. 

11th annual  All Seniors Care Seniors Games

This year’s All Seniors Games at 30 All Seniors Care  Retirement Living
Residences across Canada run from  February 3-7.

The Annual ASC Seniors Games create many wonderful memories for
participants each year and, over the years, the ASCSG have provided thou-
sands of older adults a week of friendly competition to help stay healthy,
active and “Go For Gold!” during the winter months.

“This year is looking to be the best ever. Our residents have prepared for
months and are ready for this highly anticipated, active and vibrant event ”
Joshua Kuhl, Senior Executive VP of Operations for All Seniors Care,
proudly announced. 

When asked about this year’s theme, Joshua said: “This year’s theme is
Traditions and, throughout the wee,k we will be creating music videos and
songs inspired by the timeless melody - These Are a Few Of My Favourite
Things.”

Schedule for the week:
• Opening Ceremony and Entertainment  
• Hallway Walk and Roll (wheelchairs, walkers)
• Non-competitive dance sport-break dancing       
• Wii Bowling and Bocce, Petanque au Tout, and Billiards or Archery 

or Darts, Ladder Golf and Shuffleboard,
• Jeopardy and a Card or Board Game

For further information, please contact Ronna Goldberg 204.232.8495 
or visit our website at http://www. allseniorscare.com/

During the games check out all the action and photos on:
Facebook:    https://www.facebook.com/allseniorscare  
Twitter:   https://twitter.com/AllSeniorsCare   
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/allseniorscarelivingcentres/   


