
By 
BERNIE BELLAN

The Chief Medical
Officer and Exec-

utive Director Clinical Programs at St.
Boniface Hospital was fired on January 20. Dr.
Hussam Azzam, who was hired by the hospital
only two months before his employment was
terminated alleged on his Twitter feed that he
was “Removed as St. Boniface Hospital Chief
Medical Officer due to criticizing Israeli gov-
ernment actions vis-a-vis Palestine & its peo-
ple”.

But, as we delved increasingly further into
this story, several other facts emerged about
Dr. Azzam’s previous work history that cast
doubts about why he was hired at St. B in the
first place.

Most seriously is the fact that on May 14,
2016 Dr. Azzam was also fired from the
Northern Regional Health Authority, which is
headquartered in Thompson, Manitoba. (On
October 18, 2016 Dr. Azzam filed a statement
of claim against the Northern Regional Health
Authority for severance pay. In that statement
of claim it is noted that “the defendant notified
the plaintiff by letter that it was terminating
both the Employment Contract and the Letter
of Agreement, effective immediately.”

How is it that a doctor who, not only had his
employment terminated by another Manitoba
health authority only seven months before he
was hired at St. B, and who also had a long
record of posting highly inflammatory posts to
his Twitter and Facebook accounts, could have
been hired for as important and sensitive posi-
tion as Chief Medical Officer of Manitoba’s
second largest hospital?

Here is how I came to be involved in this
story: On Sunday afternoon, January 22, I hap-
pened to be in the Rady JCC locker room when
someone I know came up to me and asked me
whether I had heard about the Chief Medical
Officer at St. Boniface Hospital? I answered

that I didn’t. That
individual then said,
rather obliquely,
“Look into it”. I said
I would, although to
be honest I didn’t set
about trying to
ascertain what that
person had meant
until later that
evening.

After Googling St.
Boniface Hospital’s
administration I dis-
covered that the
CMO at St. B was
someone by the
name of Dr. Hussam
Azzam. When I
Googled Dr.
Azzam’s name the first thing that came up
was his Twitter account. 

When I read Dr. Azzam’s ostensible reason
for his being fired, i.e. allegedly for “criticiz-
ing Israeli government actions vis-a-vis
Palestine & its people”, I was unsure what to
make of that. 

I decided to attempt to contact Dr. Azzam in
an effort to have him elaborate on what he
meant by that post. The next day (Monday,
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January 23) I sent him a message on Linkedin: “Hi
Dr. Azzam – I was told about your dismissal yester-

day…I would like to know more about what it is that
led to your dismissal…”

Dr. Azzam did reply, saying in part: “I can assure
you that I am neither a racist nor an anti-Semite. At
this point, however, I am following the advice of my
legal counsel and not speaking publicly with regard
to this issue. If that changes I will definitely be in
contact with you.”

That same day I sent an email to someone whom I

DR. HUSSAM
AZZAM

had previously been
fired from his posi-
tion in Thompson in
May 2016.

A cartoon posted to Dr. Azzam’s Twitter
account before he took the account down
completely (See more pictures from Dr.
Azzam’s Twitter account on page 15.)

Continued on page 15. See “Hussam Azzam”.
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By MYRON LOVE 
Considering the time of year and the icy conditions

outside, attendance at our Winnipeg Jewish communi-
ty’s inaugural International Holocaust Remembrance
Day program, on Thursday, January 26, at the Berney
Theatre , was quite acceptable, according to Shelley
Faintuch, the community relations director for the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg and associate director
Local Partner Services, for the Centre for Israel and
Jewish Affairs, co-sponsors for the evening, along
with the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre.

“We weren’t sure what to expect in terms of atten-
dance, she says. “We regularly commemorate the
Holocaust at other times during the year. We were
hopeful that this new commemoration would be well
supported.”

As Laurel Malkin, Federation vice-president, noted
in her opening remarks, International Holocaust
Remembrance Day was proclaimed by the United
Nations General Assembly at its Annual Plenary
Session in November, 2005. The UN designated
January 27th - the anniversary of the liberation of the
Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration death camp - as
the memorial day. On this annual day of commemoration, the UN urges
every member state to honor the memory of the Holocaust and to develop
educational programs to help prevent future acts of genocide.

The commemoration was held on the 26th, Malkin pointed out, because
the 27th falls on erev Shabbat.

Following Malkin’s introduction, The Honourable Jim Carr, Minister of
Natural Resources and Member of Parliament for Winnipeg South, brought
greetings from Prime Minister Trudeau, with whom, Carr noted, he had just
spent time with earlier in the day.

“Moments like this remind us again and again that we should never take
freedom for granted,” he said. “It is also a reminder of what it means to be
Jewish.”

Carr recounted an anti-Semitic incident in his teenage years when he and
a friend were run out of a hockey rink by a group of thugs and given a
sound beating. “An incident like that stays with you,” he said. “It happened
not because of who we were – but because we were Jewish.”

Carr observed that the Holocaust was a state committing mass murder.
“The power of our people is not only in our strength to survive buts also
excel and contribute to the betterment of humanity,” he said, citing a num-
ber of outstanding Jews in many fields. “We have a certain joie de vivre.”

And while he appreciates that Canada is a country
where people can be what they are, he cautions that
the veneer of civilization can be thin.

Belle Jarniewski, speaking on behalf of the
Freeman Family Holocaust Education Centre, noted
that International Holocaust Day was an initiative of
Silvan Shalom, Israel’s Foreign Affairs Minister,
who is a former head of the Israeli delegation to the
United Nations. Jarniewski pointed out that the
Nazis participated in the death of an estimated 6 mil-
lion Jewish people, 2 million Soviet POWs, up to
500,000 Roma, 275,000 mentally and physically dis-
abled people, and 9,000 homosexual men as well as
political prisoners, and Jehovah’s Witnesses.

“Education is the key,” she said. “We have to learn
about the past and learn from the past.”

Jarniewski also spoke about the German
Synagogues exhibition which opened on Monday at
the Mennonite Heritage Centre Gallery and will be
on display until March 4.

Following the lighting of the traditional six candles
(commemorating the 6 million Jewish victims of the
Holocaust) by Winnipeg Jewish Theatre Artistic

Director Ari Weinberg (while Janniewski read an appropriate poem),
Weinberg introduced Endre Farkas, the feature guest for the evening.
Farkas is a Hungarian-born Canadian author, poet and playwright. He is
also the child of Holocaust survivors.

“I was attending a high school for the performing arts in Toronto in
2001,” Ari Weinberg recalled. “I was in Grade 11 and I had to direct a scene
from a Canadian play. I was looking for a script that spoke to me. I had read
countless other scripts before coming across Endre’s play, “Surviving
Wor(l)ds” (which revisits the terrors of the Holocaust through the stories of
Farkas’s parents and through his own journeys). It touched my heart. It was
the first play I ever directed. I suggested to Shelley (Faintuch) that we bring
in Endre to read from his novel, “Never, Again”, and read a scene from his
play.”

Weinberg, along with actors Miranda Baran and Darren Martens, provid-
ed a dramatic reading from a portion of the play, followed by Farkas read-
ing from his novel, a segment describing the actions and reactions of a con-
centration camp prisoner on his first day of freedom.

Farkas also spoke about the effect of his parents’ suffering in the Holoc
aust on him as well as his own experiences as a seven-year-boy in
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Community news

Congregation Shaarey Zedek Announces Spring Scholar-In-Residence 
April 28-30, 2017 with Dr. Ron Wolfson

For those who attended High Holy Days this year at Shaarey Zedek,
the experience was unlike any Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur they had
encountered in the past. Shaarey Zedek’s spiritual leadership took bold
steps to make the service relevant by extracting the essential meaningful
portions, enhancing prayer with musical accompaniment and bringing
the Torah to life through vivid narratives. The approval that followed
rang loud and clear and has created a momentum for the year’s first
Scholar-In-Residence (SIR) April 28-30th, Dr. Ron Wolfson. 

Dr. Wolfson is a pioneer in Jewish family education and author of two
seminal works in the field: “Relational Judaism: Using the Power of
Relationships to Transform the Jewish Community” and “The
Spirituality of Welcoming: How to Transform Your Congregation
into a Sacred Community”. He is also a professor at the Graduate
Center for Jewish Education at the American Jewish University in Los
Angeles. 

Ron, as he prefers to be called, has spent nearly three decades working
towards bringing synagogues into the 21st Century. As the co-founder of
Synagogue 3000 in 1995, along with Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman, he trav-
elled coast to coast listening to congregants and clergy about what is
most needed to help the modern synagogue survive. The answer was
“relevance to our time and who we are” and “places of spiritual com-
munity for adults and children”. 

On his visit to Winnipeg, Ron will share what he has learned about
engagement as he guides us to achieving our vision of transforming the
synagogue experience into that of a sacred community: a relevant and
modern experience of our tradition that gives us all a fullness of belong-
ing and personal connection with both history and with one another. In
today’s largely secular society, many people desperately crave meaning
and spirituality that’s missing from their lives. Judaism provides an end-
less well of meaning. What better venue than the synagogue to reconnect
with Judaism’s deep spiritual traditions?

During the SIR weekend, Ron will facilitate a process to shift our focus
from a synagogue model based solely on the goods and services it pro-
vides to a synagogue community built on relationships, belonging and
mutual support. As he writes in his book on Relational Judaism: “The
Goal of Jewish Institutions is not self-preservation; it is to engage Jews
with Judaism. It’s not about gaining more members; it’s gaining more
Jews. It’s about people not programs. It’s about deep relationships not
fee-for-service transactions.” 

Dr. Wolfson’s message will impact 1000+ people over the course of
the weekend, starting Friday morning with a youth leadership workshop
for high school students at The Gray Academy of Jewish Education and
later that day, staff/ lay leader training. The community is invited to join
us for an inspirational Friday night Kabbalat Shabbat service at 5:30 PM.
Be sure to register for the delicious Friday night dinner to take place after
services. At 8 PM the entire community is invited to Dr. Wolfson’s
keynote presentation: “Envisioning the Relational Synagogue of the 21st
Century”. Come back Shabbat morning for services beginning at 10:00
AM, followed by Kiddush at noon and a session led by our scholar, based
on his book: “The Seven Questions You Are Asked in Heaven”. Saturday
night, get your tickets for the Havdalah celebration with musical enter-
tainment and Ron’s presentation of “The Best Boy in America”. Sunday,
Shaarey Zedek will host a professional and lay leadership development
workshop with Dr. Wolfson. Key themes will be: Relational
Engagement, Quality Service and Welcoming. Registration is required.

If you would like to register for any of the events, get more informa-
tion or want to be involved in planning how to make our vision of a warm
and welcoming community a reality, please contact the synagogue at
204-452-3711.

Scholar-In-Residence Committee: Sharon Allentuck, Rena Elbaze,
Chuck Golfman, Uri Kraut, Scott McWilliam, Susn Palmer, Rocky
Pollack, Rob Trachtenberg, Chris Yaren

Writer ENDRE FARKAS (left) with
the Honourable JIM CARR

Inaugural community International Holocaust Remembrance Day program
features works of Hungarian-born Canadian writer

Continued on page 8. See “Holocaust Remembrance”.



By 
BERNIE BELLAN

Becky Chisick has
been in her job as the
new executive direc-
tor of Gwen Secter
Centre at Syd Glow
Place for a little over a
month.

Joining Becky, also
new to Gwen Secter is
Danielle Tabacznik,
who is now the pro-
gram and volunteer
coordinator.

Recently I had the
chance to sit down
with both Becky and Danielle, as well as Gwen
Secter Board president Nikki Spigelman, to find
out more about Becky and Danielle’s back-
grounds, as well as what their goals might be
now that they both have taken over after what
has been a turbulent but eventful year at Gwen
Secter.

To recap – not only was it finally determined
that the centre would be allowed to remain in its
long-time Main Street home as a result of a
$900,000 donation from an anonymous donor,
both Gwen Secter’s long-time executive direc-
tor, Marilyn Regiec, and long-time programming
director, Elaine Stern, either retired (in the case
of Marilyn) or were dismissed (in the case of
Elaine).

Now that the Gwen Secter membership is
safely ensconced in a building that, for years,
looked like it was going to be sold by the build-
ing owner, the National Council of Jewish
Women, with two new – and relatively young
women, now at the helm, it will be interesting to
see whether the centre changes direction at all. 

The position of executive director at Gwen
Secter was actually advertised twice. In fact
another person had been hired to replace
Marilyn Regiec as executive director and that
person was supposed to have been introduced at
Marilyn’s retirement tea in October, but the suc-
cessful applicant had a last-minute change of
mind. 

Becky Chisick explained that she was one of
the applicants the second time the position was
advertised. As we noted in a brief mention in our
Dec. 21 issue, Becky’s most recent work experi-
ence was as a district manager for Starbucks in
Winnipeg.

We asked her what led her to apply for a job
that would likely be quite different from her pre-
vious position?

Becky said that “being able to work in the
community really attracted me to the position.
I’ve always enjoyed the Jewish geography part
and working with the older generation has
always been very close to my heart.”

Raised in River Heights, the daughter of Hart
Chisick and Susan Portnoy, Becky attended Sir
William Osler and Kelvin, followed by studies
at the University of Manitoba. “I moved away
for a while,” she said, “and moved back a few
years ago. At that time I still had two grandpar-
ents alive.” (One of her grandparents is still
alive, she added.)

I asked Becky whether she had any prior expe-
rience working with seniors? 

She explained that “years ago, when I lived in
Vancouver, I was the recreation coordinator at
the Jewish community centre there. I worked
with all age groups. Part of that included work-
ing with the older adult group – younger adults

as well.”
“I took a different angle after that – going into a lot more sales and man-

agement. When this opened up and I had the opportunity of going back to
my roots – especially in my home town, it kind of warmed my heart..”

Danielle Tabacznik said that, while she has Winnipeg roots, she was
raised in Toronto. The daughter of Esther Ruvinsky and Harold Tabacznik,
Danielle noted that she used to spend her summers in Winnipeg. 
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Gwen Secter’s new executive director and 
programming director now firmly in place

BECKY CHISICK
new executive direc-
tor of Gwen Secter
Centre at Syd Glow
Place

DANIELLE
TABACZNIK

program and volun-
teer coordinator

NIKKI
SPIGELMAN

President, Gwen
Secter Centre

Continued on page 9. See “Gwen Secter”.



Note: I have been accused of turning this col-
umn into something that should more appropri-
ately be called “Long takes”. This week that
accusation is certainly justified.

The firing of St. Boniface Hospital’s Chief
Medical Officer, Dr. Hussam Azzam, only two
months after he was hired led me to an extreme-
ly disturbing and surprising discovery about that

doctor’s history of posting invective laden posts against Israel on social
media.

As I note in my story beginning on page one of this issue about how I
came to discover Dr. Azzam’s history of tweeting offensive posts, my first
impression of what had happened was based on Dr. Azzam’s own tweet that
he was “Removed as St. Boniface Hospital Chief Medical Officer due to
criticizing Israeli government actions vis-a-vis Palestine & its people”.

That seemed innocuous enough, I thought. Heck, I’ve been very critical
myself of Israeli government policies toward Palestinians. This paper has
lost subscribers as a result – not many, but a few, so at first glance I felt
some sympathy toward Dr. Azzam.

I even sent him a conciliatory message, asking whether there was any-
thing he could tell me about the circumstances that had led to his firing. In
return, as I note in my story, Dr. Azzam responded fairly quickly with what
I would regard as a very polite explanation that he could not comment on
what happened.

It was only as I investigated further that I realized there was quite a bit
more to this story than simply a freedom of speech issue. I’m not experi-
enced enough with Twitter to be able to probe into someone’s Twitter
account to try and find tweets that may have been expunged, but I was able
to discover enough pictures on Dr. Azzam’s Twitter account which hadn’t
been removed yet that I was able to get a much clearer picture of what Dr.
Azzam had been up to. 

I leave it to the reader to judge whether the pictures (all five of which are
reprinted in this issue) that Dr. Azzam had posted on his Twitter account
were offensive to the degree that he had crossed some sort of line that
might have merited his dismissal from St. B. But, when I was subsequent-
ly handed an entire series of verbal tweets that had been removed from Dr.
Azzam’s Twitter account some time before I broke the story on January 22,
my mind was made up: Dr. Azzam had engaged in a particularly odious
form of hate speech.

Lines like “Israel is run by maniacal mass-murdering Zio-Nazis” and
“Zionists are the terrorists of the Middle East” are deeply offensive, not just
to many Jews, but to many non-Jews as well. And coming from one of the

senior administrators of
Manitoba’s second
largest hospital, well,
they’re absolutely
shocking.

But, when Free Press
reporter Carol Sanders
wrote her own story
about Dr. Azzam’s fir-
ing – and chose to
frame it as a sympathet-
ic portrayal of one per-
son’s being targeted
simply for expressing
his opinion, I was even
more upset. I had antic-
ipated both the Free
Press and the CBC
catching on to this story
once I broke it on our
own Facebook page
and website and I had
also anticipated that
neither media outlet
would do very much
digging into what
exactly Dr. Azzam had
done to merit his dis-
missal, but the Free
Press story was plainly
ridiculous.

To whom did Carol Sanders turn for a comment about Dr. Azzam’s fir-
ing? None other than Harold Shuster, of Independent Jewish Voices –
someone, by the way, whom I’ve come to know. With all due respect to
Harold, asking him to comment on Dr. Azzam’s being fired without refer-
ring to anything that Dr. Azzam may have actually said was akin to asking
Kellyanne Conway whether Donald Trump has been treated fairly by the
“mainstream media”. When you know the answer you want to get, you go
to a source who’s going to give you that answer.

So – I posted my own comment to Carol Sanders’ story, in which I invit-
ed anyone reading that comment to go either to our Facebook page or web-
site to take a look at what it was that Dr. Azzam had actually posted on his
Twitter account.

In return, others replied to my comment, including one from someone
who took me to task for being a hypocrite. Evidently that person is a read-
er of this paper, because he or she referred to the last issue of the paper,
when I reported on the incident of a rock with an anti-Semitic inscription
being left on the doorstep of a Winnipeg couple. 

Here is what that person wrote, in part: “Bernie - Its awfully funny how
just a few short weeks ago following the very clearly anti-Semitic incident
in the Wolseley neighborhood on New Years Eve your ‘paper’ downplayed
the incident and was critical of B’nai Brith for drawing this to greater pub-
lic attention. Yet in this case you go after someone for being critical of the
GOVERNMENT of ISRAEL.”

That person, however, did not read carefully enough what I had written
in my Short Takes column in the January 18 issue. Here is what I said about
why I was downplaying the incident that B’nai Brith had played up: “As
B’nai Brith’s most recent audit of anti-Semitic incidents notes however, it
is on the Internet that anti-Semitism rears its ugly head most frighteningly.
There are so many anti-Semitic websites that one cannot be at all compla-
cent about the subject. But, until someone draws your attention to a spe-
cific anti-Semitic website or some anti-Semitic post on a social media
site such as Facebook, do you think much about anti-Semitism on the
Internet?” (emphasis added here)

And this is the point why I found what Dr. Azzam had been posting so
repugnant and why he deserved to be fired. The type of invective that is
being hurled on the Internet toward anyone who is sympathetic toward
Israel – Jewish or non-Jewish, is absolutely detestable. Not only that, it can
also lead to violence far more easily than someone placing a rock on a
doorstep. Postings from someone as respected as the Chief Medical Officer
of a major hospital can be expected to carry a lot more weight than most
other individuals. To argue that someone’s comments on social media are
the expressions of a private individual and should not affect that person’s
public persona is totally disingenuous.

Yes, we can criticize Israeli government policies toward the Palestinians,
as I myself have done repeatedly, but when it comes to describing Zionists
as Nazis, Israelis as terrorists committing genocide, and posting cartoons
that show Netanyahu with a missile being thrust into a defenseless child, I
draw a clear line. Those comments are meant to incite hatred toward
Israelis and anyone sympathetic to Israelis.

How on earth could any Jewish staff member at St. B or patient, for that
matter, be expected to interact with Dr. Azzam except in the most uncom-
fortable manner, once knowledge of what he had been posting became pub-
lic?

The larger question though is: When did the person or persons who were
responsible for hiring Dr. Azzam become aware of what he had been post-
ing on the Internet? As I also note in my story, Dr. Azzam had been fired in
May 2016 by the Northern Regional Health Authority. The reason or rea-
sons for his dismissal have not been made public, although we have pri-
vately been given a pretty clear indication for his firing. Would the fact that
he was fired from his last job not have been reason enough for someone to
have done a thorough due diligence on this particular doctor before his hav-
ing been hired to such a senior position at St. B?

There are all sorts of ramifications to this story, including whether this
will cast any sort of a shadow over St. B. But, the idea that someone’s utter-
ances on the Internet should have nothing at all to do with that person’s
ability or qualification to perform a particular job is totally naive. We can
have a reasoned discussion on many issues on the Internet, including
Israel’s treatment of Palestinians and yes, it can get testy at times, but when
it boils over into what is clearly hate speech, we cannot remain indifferent.
That is why I focused on this one doctor so hard. Perhaps, if word of this
doctor’s firing spreads, it will serve as a lesson to others who might have a
high public profile to temper their remarks – no matter what the area of dis-
cussion, before posting them to as public a forum as Twitter or Facebook.
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

Short takes



Ed. note: We introduce a new writer for the paper this issue. Zev Cohen
is an Israeli citizen, born in Jerusalem, who grew up in Winnipeg.

Zev’s education included attending I.L. Peretz Folk School, Talmud
Torah, Herzlia Academy, and Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate.

Upon returning to Israel in the 1960s Zev served as a career officer in the
Israel Defence Forces.

A graduate of Tel Aviv University with a Masters in Russian Studies
(Soviet Foreign policy), Zev had a career in service of Israel for  30 years.

Now retired, married with two sons living in Calgary (in the oil patch
business), Zev writes short stories and is working on a novel.

Along with another ex-Winnipegger, Avrum Rosner, Zev started a
Facebook group for 1950s and 60s former Jewish school students in
Winnipeg that has become fabulously popular. As reported in a previous
edition, plans are now being developed to hold a reunion for former Jewish
school students the weekend of October 7-9 of this year. 

I spent my formative years in the Winnipeg
Jewish school system, and remember those times
fondly. I am now looking forward to a reunion of
Winnipeg Jewish school students of the 50s and
60s in October. My intent here is not to induce
nostalgia, but to recall values instilled by our
teachers. The one which most formed my world-
view was Hillel the Elder’s saying, “That which

is hateful to you, do not do to your fellow.”
I find it vexing that for decades, Israelis and their governments have not

practiced this maxim. No less troubling is the attitude of segments of the
Jewish Diaspora that support and condone this, or remain indifferent to it.
Most hurtful are Diaspora Jews who join in denigration of other Jews and
non-Jews who oppose the policies and actions of the Israeli government
and who speak out against its illegal, cruel, anti-democratic conduct on
both sides of the Green Line. 

I understand the support many Diaspora Jews give to the Israeli govern-
ment. I grew up in that mode of thinking that stemmed from the existential
attack on the Jewish people during the Holocaust and subsequent mortal
dangers faced by the new State of Israel. Israel continues to face dangers
today, but military and intelligence chiefs in Israel, past and present, repeat-
edly declare that they are not existential, not even potentially nuclear Iran,
Palestinian terror nor Hezbollah aggression. The real existential threats to

the Israel envisaged in its Declaration of Independence comes from within,
affects its viability, and the future of the Jewish people as a whole. 

In June this year Israel will have for 50 years expended its physical, polit-
ical, moral and creative capital on holding the territories captured in 1967,
with the exception of the Sinai, whose return to Egypt led to the enduring
peace treaty with that country. Whatever the reasons for this, the fact is that
for those 50 years Israel has denied the Palestinians the right of self-deter-
mination, a right that it takes as a given for itself. But forget self-determi-
nation, the occupation denies millions their basic human rights, and has
eroded the morality of Tsahal (Israel Defence Forces). (Elor Azaria is just
one example). 

The latest Israeli governments have shied away from renewing negotia-
tions, and have come up with various excuses for inaction, while concur-
rently aiding and abetting the settler movement in undermining any physi-
cal possibility for the establishment of a Palestinian state. This is Israeli
government policy, either stated or just practiced. 

Many Diaspora Jews conflate these Israeli government policies with
Israel as an entity and a nation. They brand as anti-Israeli, not to mention
anti-Semitic, anyone who criticizes those policies, and who offers alterna-
tives to destructive stagnation. But such conflation is the same as saying
that anyone who opposes Canadian government policies is anti-Canadian.
Many Israelis practicing their democratic right to oppose government poli-
cies are by that logic anti-Israeli - ridiculous.

Perhaps most Palestinians would like Israel to disappear. The same goes
for most Israelis regarding Palestinians. And Palestinians have resorted to
despicable acts of terrorism. An eventual Palestinian state may be hostile to
Israel. Israel has shown that it can deal with all that. But, by allowing mutu-
al fear and mistrust to keep us from exploring every avenue for peace, and
by continuing to lord it over the Palestinians, we are doing terrible things
that should be unacceptable to all Jews. We are mortgaging the future to the
most radical anti-peace elements on both sides, insuring that there will
never be peace. And worse, we, Israeli Jews and our Jewish sisters and
brothers everywhere, are allowing that most fundamental Jewish principle
of reciprocity espoused by Hillel the Elder, to be replaced by cold cruelty
and the evil politics of Jewish religious messianism. This strains the bonds
between Israel and Jews in the Diaspora, especially and most heartbreak-
ingly those with the younger generation, among whom apathy, even out-
right hostility towards Israel and the Zionist idea is growing. 

With the continued weakening of Jewish identity, except among the core
Orthodox, this could have serious consequences for the continued exis-
tence of the Jewish people everywhere. It therefore behooves all Jews in
the Diaspora, for the sake of Israel and for the Jewish People as a whole, to
use every means of influence available to wake Israelis and their leaders
from dangerous dreams and self-delusion and to rekindle a vigorous and
unconditional search for peace as is said in the Book of Psalms, “Depart
from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.”

A former Winnipegger, now a long-time Israeli citizen, laments the direction Israel has taken
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Comment

LETTERS

Hope you will print!
Israel approved hundreds of new settler homes in east Jerusalem

Sunday, January 22, 2017, hours before Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu was to speak with US President Donald Trump for the first
time since his inauguration. It depends what one is interested in if you
are a supporter of the right wing in Israel you will see this has a posi-
tive step but if you are like the majority of Israelis you will see this has
a further expansion that will only cause more violence from
Paltesnians who also see this has their land. 

Peace can only be obtained through dialogue between the two central
parties Israel and the Paliestians. If you are interested in this path it like
pouring salt into the wound of any relationship (expanding settle-
ments) does not give any motivation for the Palistians to come to the
table to honestly negotiate in good faith. 

We have the rightest government in Israeli history they look at Peace
has solely on their terms as many Paliestians do. Such fringe believes
will only result in further violence needlessly. In order to obtain Peace,
there must be the will to do so by both parties! Unfortunately, sadly
that is not the case today.
Alan Levy 
Winnipeg

Obama’s last jab to Israel
When the U.S. abstained at the U.N. on the vicious anti-Israel resolu-

tion, it was “rumored” that President Obama had 1 more idea up his
sleeve. No sooner did President Trump become president that news
leaked on Fox News that in his last days as president, President Obama
sent more than $200,000,000 (U.S.) to the Palestinian Authority to help
the poor.

Jews know full well where the money ends up. It goes to terrorists &
to pay compensation to families that lost family members (of cause
they are “heroes”) killed by Israeli troops while on murder sprees with
knives, guns, & vehicles. Thank G-d Trump is in & Obama is out (&
also Kerry… formerly Cohen… his dad’s parents name)
Jerry Snell

By

ZEV COHEN

In Holocaust day statement that omits Jews, 
Trump vows to spread tolerance

(JTA) – In his first statement about the Holocaust as president, Donald
Trump vowed to make “love and tolerance prevalent throughout the
world” and made no mention of Jews.

“It is with a heavy heart and somber mind that we remember and honor
the victims, survivors, heroes of the Holocaust,” Trump said in a state-
ment on Friday, International Holocaust Remembrance Day. “It is impos-
sible to fully fathom the depravity and horror inflicted on innocent peo-
ple by Nazi terror.”

But, he added, “We know that in the darkest hours of humanity, light
shines the brightest. As we remember those who died, we are deeply
grateful to those who risked their lives to save the innocent.”

In the name of the perished, Trump wrote, “I pledge to do everything in
my power throughout my Presidency, and my life, to ensure that the
forces of evil never again defeat the powers of good.”

Trump’s omission of Jews follows the commemorative last year by
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, who came in for criticism by
Jewish groups, including the Zionist Organization of America, for deliv-
ering a statement on International Holocaust Remembrance Day that sim-
ilarly failed to mention Jews.

Trump was among several world leaders who devoted statements in
memory of Holocaust victims on International Holocaust Remembrance
Day, which in 2005 the United Nations set for Jan. 27 – the day in 1945
that the Red Army liberated the former Nazi death camp Auschwitz-
Birkenau in Poland. More than 1 million Jews out of the 6 million mur-
dered in the Holocaust were killed there.

“Tragically, and contrary to our resolve, anti-Semitism continues to
thrive,” U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said in a statement
made Thursday in New York that was read out the following day at U.N.
headquarters in Geneva. “We are also seeing a deeply troubling rise in
extremism, xenophobia, racism and anti-Muslim hatred. Irrationality and
intolerance are back.”

Ed. note: We are no longer editing letters to the editor for spelling
mistakes, errors in syntax or just plain awkward phrasing.



Winnipeg has
been experiencing
a renaissance in
recent years, as
exemplified by
the Canadian
Museum for
Human Rights
and many major
projects underway

downtown, Harvey Secter notes.
“A lot of people in the community have

come together to make things happen
here,” he says.

Among those people, those builders, is
Secter himself.

Back on November 15, National
Philanthropy Day worldwide, the lawyer,
businessman and current Chancellor of the
University of Manitoba was recognized
with the Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser Award for his own contributions
to our city.

National Philanthropy Day, which was first proclaimed by American
President Ronald Reagan in 1986, is both an official day and a grassroots
movement. Canada officially recognized NPD as a yearly event in 2012.
The day is a celebration of philanthropy – giving, volunteering and chari-
table engagement – that highlights the accomplishments, large and small,
that philanthropy – and all those involved in the philanthropic process –
make to our society and our world.

“A lot of significant people have been recognized on National
Philanthropy Day (Secter was one of six individuals, families and organi-
zations who were recognized this past November.) for their efforts,” Secter
says. “It was an honour to be included amongst them.”

Harvey Secter was born into philanthropy. His parents, the late Joe and
Gwen Secter, were leaders in philanthropy in the community. “I imbibed
philanthropic giving with my mother’s milk,” he says.

He himself has had a distinguished career – actually several careers – in
business (the Secter family owned Ricki’s Stores) and law. He served as the
Dean of Law at the University of Manitoba from 1999 to 2008. Currently,
he operates Harvey Secter Arbitration and Mediation. He was elected as the
new chancellor of the University of Manitoba in December 2008, and is
currently serving his third term.

It was the University of Manitoba that nominated Secter for the
Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser Award for his leadership role as hon-
ourary chair of the university’s $500 million Front and Centre fundraising
campaign – which has been described as the largest philanthropic invest-
ment in the history of the province.

He has served as president of the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba and is
a current member of the Premier’s Economic Advisory Council, the Board
of the Health Sciences Centre Foundation, the United Way advisory
Committee, and the Assiniboine Park Conservancy. He has provided many
years of service to a variety of other corporate, professional and philan-
thropic organizations as well.

Among Secter’s many honours, awards and appointments are an honorary
doctorate from the University of Winnipeg, the Sol Kanee Distinguished
Community Service Award from the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg and,
with his wife, Sandra, the Negev Award for Community Service.

“I think that the most important aspect of National Philanthropy Day,”
Secter says, “is that it raises the profile of philanthropy. Anything that
encourages people to be more philanthropic is all good.”

Winnipeg Volunteer Barry Chochinov Receives
National Recognition

When it comes to
giving back to the
community, Barry and
Shelley Chochinov
make a dynamic team.
Together, they have
given many hours of
their time to Blood
Services Manitoba,
the Red Cross and the
Red River Exhibition
and Scouting
Manitoba. Barry also
has had a long associ-
ation with the
Certified Technicians
and Technologists
Association of

Manitoba CTTAM).
Six years ago,

Shelley (the daughter
of the late Abe and
Bertha Arnold) was
recognized for her
service to the commu-
nity with a Volunteer
Manitoba Award for
her efforts. On
December 8, it was
Barry’s turn.

At a ceremony in
Ottawa replete with
pomp and ceremony,
His Excellency the
Right Honourable
David Johnston, the
Governor General of
Canada presented

Chochinov with the relatively new Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteers. (The
new honour, which was introduced in 2015, replaces the former Governor
General’s Caring Canadian Award that had been given out since 1995.)

Barry Chochinov learned the value of helping others from his farming
family (the Chochinov dairy farm that used to be located in what is now the
Garden City area north of Leila). “In the farming community, people were
always helping each other out,” he recalls.

Trained at Red River College as an electrical and electronics engineer,
Chochinov spent most of his working career with the City of Winnipeg in
administration. After a short retirement, he joined CTTAM as the registrar.
He retired from that position 18 months ago.

The Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteers recipient has been serving the
community as a volunteer virtually all his adult life. He has, for example,
been working with the Red River Ex – including serving time as a board
member – for 40 years. “Shelley and I do whatever needs to be done,” he
says.

Over that same period of time, he has been helping with the Red Cross’s
Disaster Management Team. No matter whether helping flooding victims
in Manitoba or Saskatchewan or the evacuees from the Fort McMurray
wild fires last summer, Chochinov has been on call. 

“Shelley and I go wherever the Red Cross needs us,” he says. “We both
serve with the Disaster Management team. I put in about 600 volunteer
hours last year.”

“We enjoy helping others and we have a lot of fun,” says Shelley. “We
meet a lot of interesting people.”

Members of community recognized for philanthropy, volunteerism
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Myron Love
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AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

HARVEY SECTER
“I imbibed philanthropic
giving with my mother’s
milk.”

SHELLEY and BARRY CHOCHINOV
“We enjoy helping others and we have a lot of
fun,” says Shelley. “We meet a lot of interest-
ing people.”

State Department reviewing Obama’s decision 
to send $221 million to Palestinians

(JTA) – The State Department is reviewing the Obama administration’s
decision to send $221 million to the Palestinian Authority on the morning of
Donald Trump’s inauguration.

The State Department said it would look into the payment, which had pre-
viously been held up by congressional Republicans, and make adjustments
in line with the Trump administration’s priorities, The Associated Press
reported.

Former Secretary of State John Kerry formally notified Congress that his
department would release the money Friday morning, hours before the inau-
guration began.

At least two Republican lawmakers had held up the money, which was
approved in budget years 2015 and 2016, the AP reported, in an act that is
not legally binding but is usually respected by the executive branch. The
lawmakers identified by the AP are Reps. Ed Royce of California, the chair-
man of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, and Kay Granger of Texas, a
member of the House Appropriations Committee and chairwoman of its
defense appropriations subcommittee. The hold reportedly was over
Palestinian attempts to join international organizations.

“I am deeply disappointed that President Obama defied congressional
oversight and released $221 million to the Palestinian territories,” Granger
said in a statement posted on her congressional website.

“I worked to make sure that no American taxpayer dollars would fund the
Palestinian Authority unless very strict conditions were met. While none of
these funds will go to the Palestinian Authority because of those conditions,
they will go to programs in the Palestinian territories that were still under
review by Congress. The Obama Administration’s decision to release these
funds was inappropriate.”

The funds are slated for use for humanitarian aid in the West Bank and
Gaza, to support political and security reforms, and to help prepare for good
governance and the rule of law in a future Palestinian state, according to the
State Department’s notification sent to Congress, the AP reported.

In 2016, the United States gave $557 million in assistance to the
Palestinian Authority, according to USAID. Israel was the largest recipient
of U.S. foreign aid last year, receiving $3.1 billion.
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Comment The Reform Movement in North America –
represented in Winnipeg by Temple Shalom 

More than one million Americans and Canadians are affiliated with Reform con-
gregations, making Reform Judaism the largest Jewish denomination in North
America.

Since its founding in 19th-century Germany, the Reform Movement has
embraced modernity, incorporating innovation into all facets of Jewish tradition,
education, and life. Reform Judaism’s commitment to social justice for all –
women, the disabled, and people from all faiths and backgrounds who lack civil
and human rights – is a key pillar of the movement.

The Reform Jewish Movement comprises nearly 900 congregations in the U.S.
and Canada, more than 1,200 congregations worldwide, and the organizations and
institutions that support the lay leaders, clergy, and Jewish professionals among its
ranks. Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, the Reform
Movement’s North American seminary, was the first and is the largest Jewish sem-
inary on the continent, with four campuses in the United States and Israel. 

The Reform Jewish Movement in North America offers:
• Membership in professional associations and employee pension programs for its
clergy, educators, and other professionals;
• The Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism (“the RAC”), a non-profit advo-
cacy center in Washington, D.C., that educates and mobilizes American Jewry on
legislative and social concerns, as does its sister organization in Israel;
• Travel, study, and work programs in Israel for Jewish teenagers and young
adults; and
• National, regional, and local leadership development conferences and events for
teens and adults.
Calendar:
Wed Feb 1 1:30pm Health & Well Being program

4:30pm Irma Penn School of Jewish Learning (IPSJL) - Hebrew
Fri Feb 3 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led Ruth Livingston with Janet 

Pelletier-Goetze 
Sat Feb 4 12noon Yoga Shalom 

7pm Havdalah & Adult Ed with Canadian Friends of 
Hebrew University 

Sun Feb 5 10:30 IPSJL Religious school
Wed Feb 8 4:30pm IPSJL Hebrew 
Fri Feb 10 5:15pm Children’s Shabbat Service with Rabbi Tepper 

6:15pm Tu b’Shevat Potluck Seder led by Rabbi Tepper 
7:30pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Tepper with David Vamos

Sat Feb 11 10am Torah Study with Rabbi Tepper 
12noon Yoga Shalom
7pm Havdalah & Adult Ed (details p. 3) 

Sun Feb 12 10:30am IPSJL Religious School
7pm “The Mousetrap” at Dramatic Theatre 
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Concept of “international
community” an illusion

By MYRON LOVE 
The “international community” has once again condemned Israel for

building houses in east Jerusalem and other largely Jewish communities
east of the former 1948 armistice line.

But what is the “international community”? What influence does it
wield? Does it have the power to enforce its edicts (as approved by the
United Nations)? Does it even exist? And what effect, if any, have the
many negative resolutions passed against Israel had on the world’s only
Jewish-majority country?

The ideal of an “international community”, as exemplified by the
United Nations and the League of Nations before that, is of a gathering
of all (except for some rogue states such as North Korea) the nations in
the world in a large body charged with preventing war, enforcing peace
and working for the general betterment of mankind.

But the reality is far different and the image of the world’s nations all
rowing together in the same direction is an illusion. As Henry Kissinger
(and other statesmen before him) famously said, nations don’t have
friends or enemies, rather they have “interests”.

There are, of course, smaller groupings of countries with common ele-
ments. There is, for example, the Islamic bloc of countries who support
and cover for each other at the United Nations. Within this bloc, though,
there are major schisms that are tearing many Islamic countries apart.

You also have countries that are members of the (British)
Commonwealth (most of whom still recognize Queen Elizabeth as their
sovereign) or of the Francophonie. In each grouping the member coun-
tries are countries that were once part of Britain’s or France’s colonial
empire and wish to maintain a relationship with the “Mother country”.

And there are regional blocs such as NATO and the European Union
(both of whose futures are now in doubt).

Perhaps the best way to view the “international community”, as exem-
plified by the United Nations, is as a group of individual nations with rep-
resentatives based in New York, who talk a lot and accomplish little. And,
as with any group, a few dominate while the rest just go along.

So what influence does this gathering of nations in New York actually
have on the world? Well, it seems, if you look around, not much. The
“international community” was unable to stop genocide in Rwanda in
1994 (even with a contingent of Belgian UN troops on the ground),
Biafra or Darfur. They were unable to stop the fighting in the former
Yugoslavia or other parts of the former Communist world in the early
1990s. They have been unable to save the people of Syria from being
slaughtered in the hundreds of thousands or protect the peoples of Syria
or Iraq or northern Nigeria and neighbouring countries from such mur-
derous Islamic groups ISIS or Boko Haram. Neither has the “internation-
al community” been able to prevent Russia from annexing Crimea or
China from claiming and militarizing disputed islands in the South China
Sea. And the “international community” has spectacularly failed to stop
North Korea from developing nuclear weapons or substantially impede
Iran’s efforts to build nuclear weapons. 

Yes, the UN sometimes can send in “peace keeping” troops – lent by
different countries, into trouble spots. But, in most cases, these soldiers
have been completely ineffectual and worse.

About the only thing that the so-called “international community” can
seem to agree on is to pass copious resolutions critical of Israel, the
world’s only Jewish majority state. And that is because Israel is one of the
very few countries that is not part of any regional, religious or economic
bloc.

The absurdity of these anti-Israel resolutions is that many of the coun-
tries who vote against Israel really are horrendous violators of human
rights. Further, most of the countries that regularly vote to condemn
Israel also do a booming business with Israel, invest in Israel and benefit
from the great many Israeli technological innovations in all fields of
endeavor.

How farcical is it that one day Great Britain votes in the Security
Council to condemn Israeli “settlement expansion” while the very next
day the prime minister of England is criticizing American Secretary of
State John Kerry for criticizing Israeli “settlement expansion”.

So, why do even countries that share Israel’s Western values continue
to either support anti-Israel resolutions – no matter how ridiculous they
are - or abstain? Good question. Everybody seems to be afraid of being
seen to be opposing the Palestinians for fear of upsetting the Muslim
world – even though the Muslim world doesn’t care one whit about the
Palestinians despite what Arab and Muslim leaders may say. Everyone
seems to be afraid to go against the narrative – bad Israelis oppress poor,
innocent, downtrodden Palestinians.

But I have a feeling that Donald Trump’s presidency is about to change
all that.
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Limmud preview

Rock the Shtetl and Friends
Coming to Limmud Winnipeg 2017 
By RHONDA PREPES

Ex-Winnipegger Allan Rosenbluth and his band join Shayla Fink
and Kinzey Posen in Rock the Shtetl and Friends Concert on
Saturday, March 4th at 8 p.m. at the Asper Jewish Community Campus.

Rosenbluth says, “At Limmud, we look forward to playing Klezmer
music that is true to its roots, with the classic tunes that rocked the
shtetls of the old country and then America in the 1920’s and 30’s, and
then again after the revival in the 1980’s. Its music that is still shock-
ingly fresh; it’s got a great beat and it’s a ton of fun. Dick Clarke
would give it a nine as you sure can dance to it! (Anyone remember
American Bandstand?)”

“I have never played with Shayla and Kinzey and I am humbled to
play with them at Limmud. Their band Finjan is an iconic Klezmer
band - they led the Klezmer revival in Canada in the 1980s’. I have
followed their career and finally saw them play at the Ashkenaz
Festival in 2014. I can’t tell you how excited I am to be coming back
to Winnipeg to play with this awesome band.” 

“My interest in Klezmer music stems from my interest in Poland.
My parents were survivors and Klezmer music helped me connect
with the culture they came from and their/my Polish roots.” 

“I traveled to Poland with Winnipeg friends two years ago. No one
from my family had returned to Poland since the war. We visited my
parents’ shtetls, the concentration camps and the endless sites of mur-
der, and attended the Krakow Jewish Music Festival. Together with
10,000 Jews from around the world we heard amazing Klezmer,
Israeli and Sephardic music. Surprisingly and interestingly there is a
strong contemporary Jewish music scene in Poland perpetuated by
Jewish music festivals.” 

Rosenbluth is proud of his Winnipeg “north end” roots. He went to
Jefferson Junior High, Garden City Collegiate, played lots of baseball,
ate countless burgers at Junior’s, and hung out at Kelekis. He eventu-
ally attended medical school in Winnipeg before going to Toronto for
specialty training. 

“It was in Toronto that I married my now keyboard player Ellen.
About 15 years ago she gave me a unique Chanukah present - a saxo-
phone. As my old Winnipeg friends and family will remember, my
only connection to music as a kid was listening to Pink Floyd, Led
Zeppelin et al,” Rosenbluth explains. My love of music grew from that
gift.

His wife, Ellen Rosenbluth is a Torontonian and a longstanding
piano player who has always been interested in the intersection of
music and Jewish expression. Ellen is excited to be making her
Winnipeg debut. Allan hasn’t been back to Winnipeg in the month of
March in decades so he is looking forward to some real winter weath-
er! 

Rosenbluth will also be part of a Nigunim Workshop with instru-
mental accompaniment at 11:30 a.m. on Sunday, March 5, 2017.
Nigunim are wordless melodies that are an important part of our spir-
itual and musical tradition. Whether in shul, at the Shabbos table or in
the shower, nigunim have the power to touch and raise the human spir-
it. 

This workshop will focus on enabling participants to experience the
joy of singing these powerful melodies together. 

It is meant to be a fun and engaging workshop for people with any
level of musicality. 

Recovering Alcoholic and Drug
Addict will Discuss Addiction in

Jewish Homes and Schools 
By RHONDA PREPES

Carli Rothman will present “Dirty
Little Secret: Addiction in the Jewish
Community” on Sunday March 5th at
4:00 p.m. at this year’s Limmud
Winnipeg at the Asper Jewish
Community Campus. (Appropriate
for all ages.) Rothman says,
“Growing up in Winnipeg’s Jewish
community, addiction was not some-
thing we heard much about. But
addiction does not discriminate based
on neighbourhood, faith or family.”

Rothman is a certified mental health
and addictions professional, journal-
ist, yoga instructor and a recovering
alcoholic and drug addict who will
discuss the need for open dialogue
about addiction in Jewish homes and
schools. 

Rothman grew up in a typical River Heights Jewish home with her two
step brothers. She went to Jewish school, went to BB Camp, participated in
BBYO, played baseball, took swimming lessons, etc. like many of her
peers. But despite the similarities between her and her peers, she always felt
really different.

Rothman had an early introduction to alcohol and drugs. She explains,
“At around 12 or 13 I was introduced to liquor. It started at bar and bat
mitzvah parties, where I’d run around drinking everyone’s unfinished cock-
tails, and graduated to helping myself to the contents of the liquor cabinets
at my friends’ houses. I smoked weed quite a bit, too. There was something
very freeing about being drunk or high. I felt I could say or do anything in
front of anyone, without any fear of being judged.”

“At the Collegiate at U of W for Grade 10, the partying continued, I tried
ecstasy, prescription pain killers, and benzodiazepines. I tried cocaine for
my first time at 16 and knew immediately that this was something I need-
ed more of in my life.” 

“I was a functional user all throughout university, until suddenly I was-
n’t. And then I was in hell. Looking back on things now, I can see that my
patterns of using were always different than my friends. I drank the most,
smoked the most, tried things first, and liked that about myself. This was a
blessing for me, actually, to have something about myself that I liked,
because deep down, I had never liked myself.” 

Her substance abuse went from bad to worse throughout her twenties
until she nearly took her own life in a substance-induced psychosis. After
many failed attempts at getting clean, she went to her third treatment pro-
gram in BC where she stayed for six months and finally became clean and
sober in December 2014. Now, she has refocused her life to educate others
about addictions and mental health. 

Rothman says, “I currently work in harm reduction, employed as a sub-
stance use counsellor for street-level IV drug users, many of whom are
homeless, prostituting, and involved in crime. My office is located at a
methadone clinic in downtown Nanaimo, which currently has the highest
reported overdose rates per capita in Canada.” 

Rock The Shtetl band: 
ALLAN and ELLEN ROSENBLUTH and JONNO.

CARLI ROTHMAN

Hungary in 1956 – at
the time of the
Hungarian Revolution,
when he and his parents

escaped from Communist Hungary and were able to come to Canada.
One good thing about Communism, he noted, is that it kept anti-

Semites under control. The Hungarian Revolution unleashed a new wave
of anti-Semitism in rural Hungary where his family was living. “My
Grade 1 teacher, whom I adored, called me a dirty little Jew and sent me
home,” he recalled.

He also spoke of anti-Semitism and racism in modern Hungary. While
on a visit there recently, he stopped in at a store and began conversing
with the shopkeeper. The shopkeeper spoke about how pleased he was
that immigrants (Muslims) were being kept out of Hungary and then
blamed the Jews for starting conflict in Syria to drive Muslims into
Europe so that the Jews could take over.

Farkas at least took comfort knowing that Hungary’s still sizeable
Jewish community fights back against anti-Semitism.

“My novel, ”Never Again”, he says, “ is intended to be a call to action.
“Hatred and genocide is happening over and over again and we need to
rise up against them.” 

Holocaust Remembrance
Continued from page 2.
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Rady JCC news

A unique class on Jewish
Mindfulness, starting on Jan 31st,
offers everything from self-care
on a physical and emotional
level, skills to choose to respond
wisely (as opposed to reacting),
and inspiring wisdom from
Jewish sources.

The course has been developed
by Patricia Kovnats, a mental health clinician in the child
and adolescent mental health system, who also teaches
Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction (MBSR) for the
Canadian Mental Health Association, as well as yoga.

Kovnats, who was born and raised in Winnipeg and is the
youngest of five siblings, attended Ramah Hebrew School
and Shaarey Zedek as a child. And, as an adult, she has
been attending and is a member of Temple Shalom.

Married to local actor and playwright Brian Richardson,
Kovnats’ and Richardon’s daughter, Dammara, is living in
Jerusalem and pursuing her Master of Jewish Education.

“My interest in Jewish Mindfulness is the culmination of
my entire lifetime,” says Kovnats. “As a child attending
Jewish school and participating in Jewish prayer and ritu-
al, the seeds of intentionality and bringing the sacred into everyday life
were planted…although, I don’t think I fully appreciated the connection at
that time. 

“Meditation and yoga have been part of my personal and professional life
for almost 20 years.” 

The Jewish Mindfulness class is an experiential discovery of both tradi-
tional and modern practices and perspectives on presence, spirituality, and
connection. Participants will explore Jewish traditions of meditation and
embodied practice.

In addition to meditation and gentle physical practices, this course will
include teachings and wisdom from ancient Jewish texts and sages, as well
as the voices of more modern Jewish poets, songwriters, and philosophers.

“Mindfulness practices enhance growth, improve mental and physical

health, and contribute to a healthy and well bal-
anced life,” says Kovnats. “Being mindful
enhances our ability to savor the pleasures in life
as they occur and creates a greater capacity to deal
with difficulties.

“Jewish mindfulness further strengthens our
sense of purpose through connection to values of
holiness, kindness, and peace. This class is recom-
mended for anyone interested in enhancing their
well being and is accessible to all. No experience
is required and all students are welcomed and will
be accommodated.”

A staff member of the Rady JCC completed a
mindfulness course with Kovnats and was aware
of the “Yoga with a Jewish Twist” program she
had developed for the Shaarey Zedek synagogue. 

“She asked if I would develop a Jewish
Mindfulness class for the Rady JCC and I was
thrilled to accept,” explains Kovnats. “I’m excited
about the Rady Centre’s programming that
addresses body, mind, and spirit. It would be won-
derful if there were further opportunities to share
this practice. 

“Everyone will have their own unique experience of the practices and
teachings, so the impact will vary. Mindfulness has the potential to greatly
enhance our lives by opening our minds and hearts, moment by moment.

“As an adult, practicing mindfulness actually supports and inspires my
deeper appreciation of Judaism. That’s what mindfulness does. It helps us
to slow down, pay attention, and see things more clearly…opening our
hearts and enabling us to live our lives informed by our full presence.” 

The class runs on Tuesdays from 7-8pm for eight weeks, beginning on
January 31st. The cost is $200 for Rady JCC members or $250 for non-
members. For more information and/ to register, contact the Rady JCC at
204-477-7534 or visit http://www.radyjcc.com/culture-community/com-
munity/special-interest-jewish-life/.

New Jewish Mindfulness class cultivates compassionate awareness

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

PATRICIA KOVNATS
“Meditation and yoga have been
part of my personal and profes-
sional life for almost 20 years.” 

“In my early twenties I did live here
for a little while as well,” she added.

“I was looking for a reason to be back
in Winnipeg for quite a while,” Danielle
said, “and when I saw this position

advertised, I knew it was just meant to be.”
“I have a background in social work – in health,” she explained, “specif-

ically working with older adults.” (Danielle noted later that she has a
Bachelors in Social Work.)

“I used to work in ‘Circle of Care’, which is part of the Sinai Health
System in Toronto and when I worked there I worked specifically with
Holocaust survivors. I’ve also worked with seniors – not necessarily
Jewish seniors, as program facilitator in a personal care home.”

I asked both Becky and Danielle whether they were familiar with Gwen
Secter prior to assuming their new positions. Danielle answered that she
was quite familiar with the centre, as she used to come with her grandpar-
ents when they attended Gwen Secter.

Becky said that, while Gwen Secter “wasn’t a big part of my life, I
always knew that it was here and why it was here. Growing up, my grand-
parents didn’t come here – because of the distance. It wasn’t as common
then for a lot of south enders to come north, but now that we’ve been able
to integrate a lot of the transportation, it’s become more popular for peo-
ple in the south end to come.”

I asked both women whether they had any goals upon entering into their
respective new positions. Becky answered that “every day Danielle and I
come to each other’s offices and brainstorm – not just about the 80+ demo-
graphic. We’re looking at that younger adult age group as well, so that we
can keep on moving.”

Nikki Spigelman joined in, saying that “I’m considered a senior, but I’m
still working. When you talk about seniors, sure there are concerns about
health and welfare, but there are other issues as well, such as isolation.
People think of Gwen Secter as the Wednesday program, but there’s a lot
more to Gwen Secter than that – and how do we build upon that? That’s
what the hiring committee found with Becky and Danielle – that they
brought a lot of new ideas with them.”

Danielle noted that one of the new programs that will be brought in will
be a “mindfulness” program – which will complement the already exist-
ing yoga and fitness classes.

(I mentioned that I have a who son is a very popular yoga teacher; he’s
also taught “naked yoga” at his studio in the Exchange District. I won-
dered how that might go over at Gwen Secter?)

Nikki added that when it comes to health programming, “we’re also
looking at mental health, we’re looking at nutrition for instance – how do
you cook for one? What’s out there is huge and we need to do some brain-
storming and narrow down what we focus on. The board is looking at
doing some strategic planning so that Becky and Danielle can bring their
ideas and we can plan together with them.”

I asked Becky about the fundraising aspect of her role. I said to her that
I knew that was something that “Marilyn Regiec was very good at”. I
asked her whether she has any experience in fundraising?

She answered, “I definitely did fundraising in the past. I’m looking at
how many outside sources we can tap into to insure that we have as much
funding as we can possibly get to be able to offer the best types of pro-
grams to our members and to attract as many more members as we can
possibly get.”

I further asked Becky whether she’s had any experience writing grant
applications. She answered, “yes”. 

I turned to the subject of Russian-Israeli seniors, asking whether any of
them have now joined Gwen Secter. Nikki explained that Jewish Child and
Family Service offers a special program at the centre for that group. Also,
as we reported in a previous issue, a new program at the centre titled
“Babas and Babes”, which is under the direction of Russian-speaking
Tatiana Shilshtut, also caters to the Russian-speaking Jewish seniors’ com-
munity.

One of the problems in attempting to accommodate the Russian-Israeli
seniors’ community, Nikki pointed out, as it is with Jewish seniors in gen-
eral, is transportation. 

“They’re all over the city,” Nikki noted. “They’re in Transcona, for
instance – we’re not in a small community any more…Getting grants for
transportation is one of the areas we’re looking at.” 

I mentioned the Tallman grant for transportation, but Nikki said that,
while that grant does apply to some of the transportation costs affecting
seniors coming to Gwen Secter, it only covers a small portion of the total
cost.

As we reached the end of our conversation, once again I paid tribute to
the inestimable contribution of Marilyn Regiec, who was executive direc-
tor at Gwen Secter for 13 years.

Nikki Spigelman agreed, saying that, prior to Marilyn’s arrival, “it was
a Wednesday group.. She added though, that “speaking for the board, I
think we’ve really lucked out. We now have a great team, we have a great
working board. Any problems we may have had are now in the past.”

Gwen Secter
Continued from page 3.
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By BRIAN PAULS
Close counts, it is said – but only either in horseshoes or hand grenades.

Well, a group of Winnipeg sun worshippers, unequipped for the mortal
combat required by the latter alternative, has discovered an age-old pastime
in the healthier choice of pitching horseshoes, a game where points are tal-
lied by coming close to the target without actually attaining it.

Memories are hazy but apparently it all began at the lake, once the chil-
dren had grown and no one was playing any longer in Eddie Shell’s big
yard. So they dug a pit and inserted a stake at each end of it, creating what
became an enduring commitment to pitching shoes. 

This was at Winnipeg Beach, so a sufficient quantity of sand for the pits
was readily accessible. Sam Klapman, David Rabb, Ally Shnier, the late
Harvey Sawyer and Martin Cohn were the originals.

A permanent tradition was given birth, although, like Nathan Detroit’s
crap game, it floated, and presently is in California.

Fast forward to 2017. The star performer, Allan Shafer, is a nonagenari-
an. In order to infuse some fresh blood, a couple of raw rookies, both under
75, have been offered a tryout. 

Play continues each Monday and Friday during the annual winter migra-
tion. 

When the original Winnipeg Beach crowd became snowbirds, their num-
bers were insufficient to crowd out the sun, but there were enough, all trib-
al members, that they became known as the “kibbutz”.

Later, there were tournaments, scored meticulously by Al Chisvin, and
once there even was a fan, known as the “kibbitzer” (in truth, a bored wife).

Along the way, the self-appointed leader, Eddie Shell, set out on a path
of exploration which brought him to Palm Desert, where a pal, Bernie Katz,
could claim residency. Their treasure trove comprised a well-maintained
horseshoe pit, actually a triple one, groomed regularly by the recreational
department of the city. A little schmoozing where it could do the most good
ensued. To this day, the successor kibbutzniks have a permanent facility for
their sole use.

The shoes weigh two and a half pounds each, the pitching distance is 37
feet, so once the facility is ready, and horses have been persuaded to go

unshod, the object of the competition is to heave the shoes to “ring” the
stake or, if they don’t, to land them nearby. It is an activity well suited to
athletes of every vintage. It’s fun, it’s not easy, and injuries are infrequent.

The Talmud (Pirkei Avot 5:2) says: “According to the effort is the result”.
All of us inhabit certain uncontrollable circumstances-ageing being the pri-
mary example. But what we can control, each of us, is the effort expended. 

An energetic time spent pitching horseshoes, as exemplified by grand-
parents to their descendants, is a fine lesson well taught. To pitch horse-
shoes is to appreciate that close really does count.

No horses were harmed in the writing of this article

Members of the Palm Springs horseshoe group (l-r): SAM
KLAPMAN, AL CHISVIN and DAVID RABB

Photo by Jeanne Pauls

Super Bowl to feature both teams with Jewish 
owners for second time in 5 years

(JTA) – Both teams in
the Super Bowl will have
Jewish owners for the sec-
ond time in five years. 

Robert Kraft will see his
New England Patriots, the
American Football
Conference champions, in
the big game for the sev-
enth time since 2000. He
bought the club, which
will be making its record
ninth Super Bowl appearance, in 1994. 

Arthur Blank will watch his National Football Conference-winning
Atlanta Falcons playing in their second Super Bowl – but the first since the
Home Depot founder bought the team 15 years ago. 

In the most recent faceoff between Jewish owners, in 2012, the unbeaten
Patriots were upset by the New York Giants, who are co-owned by the
Tisch family. 

The Patriots and Falcons advanced to the 51st Super Bowl, which will be
played Feb. 6 at NRG Stadium in Houston, with routs in the conference
championship games Sunday. 

Blank, 74, the chairman of the Arthur Blank Family Foundation, has
pledged to take all of the Falcons employees, about 270, to the Super Bowl.
He is a signatory of The Giving Pledge, committing himself to give away
at least 50 percent of his wealth to charitable causes. Blank reportedly has
a net worth of about $3 billion. 

The Kraft family over recent decades has donated more than $100 mil-
lion to an array of causes, including health care, education, the Jewish
community, Christian organizations and local needs. 

Kraft, 75, is a prominent supporter of American football in Israel, includ-
ing the Kraft Family Stadium in Jerusalem and the Kraft Family Israel
Football League. 

ARTHUR
BLANK
owner,

Atlanta Falcons

ROBERT KRAFT
owner,

New England
Patriots
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News briefs

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column

Abraham Uri Kovner (1842-1909) was a famous
Hebrew and Russian writer. Born in Vilna, Kovner left his
wife and child to pursue his career as a secular writer.In
his previously unknown Russian memoir recently pub-
lished in Hebrew, Kovner presents himself as a Jewish
Casanova. I have never encountered such a horrible,
pornographic, and blunt text written by a Jewish writer. In
his unofficial autobiography Kovner comes across as a
man who sexually attacks women of all ages, pays them
money, and remains alone and unsatisfied. This is clearly
not the typical story of Jewish enlightenment. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Tests in 1973 convinced CIA of
Uri Geller’s paranormal powers

(JTA) – Uri Geller, an Israel-born celebrity who claims
to have paranormal telepathic powers, convinced CIA
researchers in the 1970s that he indeed possessed such
abilities. 

Famed for his spoon-bending skills, Geller underwent a
week of experiments at the Stanford Research Institute in
1973, according to a Jan. 19 report on Sky News based on
800,000 declassified CIA documents put online earlier
this week. 

The Geller tests form part of the Stargate program,
which investigated psychic powers and looked into how
any such abilities could be weaponized by the CIA, the
British broadcaster reported. Over the course of eight
days, Geller was subjected to various experiments con-
ducted by scientists, including image and word tests. 

“As a result of Geller’s success in this experimental
period, we consider that he has demonstrated his paranor-
mal perception ability in a convincing and unambiguous
manner,” CIA researchers wrote. 

During the experiment a scientist would pick a word at
random from the dictionary before drawing a picture of
the word and sticking it on the door of the sealed room in
which Geller was placed. Geller would then be asked to
draw the same image using his paranormal powers to
sense the picture created by the examiner. 

Successful tests included felt tip pen sketches of the
solar system, a bunch of grapes and a swan. 

The cache of documents was declassified after a two-
year campaign by freedom-of-information activists and a
lawsuit against the CIA. 

Others released papers include the recipe for invisible
ink and information about UFOs. 

Canceled in 1998 due to negligible results, the Stargate
Project “never provided an adequate basis for actionable
intelligence operations.” 

While the information was previously available for pub-
lic viewing, it could only be viewed on one of four com-
puters in a library at the National Archives in Maryland. 

The full declassified CREST archive (the CIA Records
Search Tool) is now available on the CIA Library website. 

Netanyahu OKs plans for 2,500 
West Bank housing units

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israel’s Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Avigdor
Liberman have given the go-ahead to plans for 2,500
homes in the West Bank. 

Most of the housing units will be in existing settlement
blocs, Liberman said Tuesday in a statement, including
the city of Ariel and Givat Zeev located outside of
Jerusalem. Some of the construction will be outside of the
settlement bloc areas, however. 

“We are building and will continue to build,” Netanyahu
said in posts on social media. 

The decision comes two days after a Jerusalem munici-
pal committee approved 566 housing units in Jewish and
Arab neighborhoods in eastern Jerusalem over the Green
Line demarcating the pre-1967 borders. That vote had
been pushed off from December, until the end of the
Obama administration and the inauguration of President
Donald Trump, who is perceived by Israeli leaders as
more supportive of settlement construction. 

On Monday, Netanyahu told his inner Security Cabinet
that he would lift all restrictions on Israeli construction in
eastern Jerusalem, Haaretz reported, citing unnamed
sources. The prime minister reportedly also said that when
construction plans are approved in eastern Jerusalem, he
plans also to advance construction in West Bank settle-
ment blocs. 
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Community newsWhat’s new at Limmud
this year?!?

Saturday night features performers in music and comedy along
with the usual fabulous reception!

Adam Schwartz, a stand-up comic on the Autism spectrum and
Fringe Festival celebrity, is back with more humour to entertain.

Rock the Shtetl & Friends are in concert. Allan & Ellen Rosenbluth
& Jonno from Toronto will be joined by Winnipeg’s own Shayla Fink
and Kinzey Posen with the music that rocked the shtetls. Klezmer,
Yiddish songs, Carlebach hits all in one package.

Limited seating on Saturday night. Register early!
The diverse array of presenters on Sunday has never covered this

many different topics before!

See the flyer included with this edition for the full list of names.

Cooking, art, music, humour, theatre, Jewtube, sports
parenting, puppetry, demographics, Israel, vegetarianism
health and wellness, aging, post traumatic stress, mental health,

addiction 
Jewish life stories, Jewish learning and thought, prayer, inclusion,

unity,
Special needs, intermarriage, women in Judaism, our history
Lego, Purim, PJ Library
And more……

Kids, bring your parents so you don’t miss this great day as you get
ready to celebrate Purim the following weekend:

Start your costume for the Purim parades at the Purim Family
Workshop with the Rady JCC 

Lunch with your parents – remember last year’s yummy pasta?
Purim Puppets play to get you into the story and music with Dor

Chadash from Shaarey Zedek
Build and take home a LEGO gragger (noisemaker) with LEGO at

Limmud - Purim LEGO Style

There’s something for everyone at Limmud Winnipeg.
Early bird registration open until Feb 15th.

On January 23,
2017, The Saul and
Claribel Simkin
Centre held its annual
Centenarian Celeb-
ration honouring its
residents 100 years of
age and older. 

This year 11 resi-
dents were honoured. 

Presenting certifi-
cates to our hon-
ourees were Selma
Gilfix, Vice Chair of
The Centre’s Board of
Director’s; The Hon-
ourable Minister of
Health, Seniors, and
Active Living Kelvin
Goertzen, on behalf
of the Province of
Manitoba; and Member
of Parliament for
Winnipeg South, Terry
Duguid, on behalf of
the Government of
Canada. 

The event was well
attended by residents
and their family
members.

Simkin Centre honours centenarians

Selma Gilfix, Vice
Chair of the Simkin
Centre Board of
Directors, present-
ing certificates
from the Centre

The Honourable Kelvin Goertzen, Minister
of Health, Seniors and Active Living present-
ing certificates on behalf of the Premier.

Terry Duguid, Member of Parliament,
Winnipeg – South, presenting certificates on
behalf of the Prime Minister

(l-r): Carla Chornoby, Volunteer and Community Engagement
Coordinator, Main Stree Project; Jordan Farber, B’nai Brith
Midwest Region board member; and Adriana Glikman, B’nai
Brith Canada’s Midwest Region Programming Coordinator

B’nai Brith donates food to 
Main Street Project



Wednesday, February 1, 2017, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   13

FREE FitFest at Rady JCC On Feb. 5
The Rady JCC is set to unveil its new aquatics centre and waterslide at

a community celebration on Sunday, Feb. 5 from 9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.  at
the Asper Jewish Community Campus, 123 Doncaster Street.

The pool renovation was managed by Asper Campus and completed in
part with a grant awarded to the Asper Jewish Community Campus
through the Government of Canada’s Canada 150 Community
Infrastructure Program.

“The pool renovation has proceeded on schedule with excellent project
management from Asper Jewish Community Campus.  We greatly appre-
ciate all that was done,” Rady JCC Executive Director Gayle Waxman
said. “We’re thrilled to show off the new aquatics experience at FitFest
on Feb. 5.” 

The first ever FitFest is a completely free event and all are welcome to
attend. Enjoy over 20 classes and fitness demonstrations, including:

• Brand New Fitness Classes
• Fat Tire Outdoor Bike Rides
• Group Cycle & Fitness Challenges
• Massage with Rady JCC RMT, Romi Topper
• Reflexology
• Parkour Demonstrations
• Waterslide and Family Swim
• Wall Climbing & Slacklining
• Great Prizes To Be Won (3 Month Membership valued at $430,

Gift Cards etc.)
The event kicks off with an opening ceremony at 9:30 a.m. One lucky

person will be the first to go down the slide by winning a contest where
members shared their most memorable pool moments.

The Rady JCC received dozens of entries. Some of those are included
here.

“From the very first week the Rady JCC opened at the Campus, I have
been swimming laps religiously three times a week,” says David Shrom.
“I have probably gone through 18 speedos and travelled the equivalent
distance of swimming to Israel.”

“My proudest moment is having the privilege to swim side-by-side
doing laps with my 92-year-old father and watching him still going after I
have left the pool and made my way out the building,” adds Shayla Fink. 

“My absolutely favourite memories are from the years when my two
youngest sons were small,” adds Anna Schwartz. “The little boys and I
would come to the Rady JCC in the morning. The seniors’ aqua classes
would just be starting as we’d enter the pool. The older ladies in the deep
end would all smile and say hi to my boys, and the boys would wave
back. Then, as we would play in the pool, the ladies would walk by us on
their way out, and invariably revel at the little boys.”

Celebrating Canada’s 150th birthday
Depictions of Jewish contributions 

to Canadian life
Students of the Gray Academy and the Jewish Heritage Centre have

once again joined forces to create an exhibit of drawings that capture
Jewish history and culture in Manitoba and the prairies. Last year the
theme was Jewish landmarks, secular and religious. This year we are cel-
ebrating Canada’s 150th birthday through the prism of Jewish life and
contributions to the country’s development.

The students have drawn on a range of themes such as homesteading,
businesses, sports, recreation, the performing arts and education. Each
and every one of them has invested their respective drawings with cre-
ativity and passion and an intellectual and emotional commitment to
bringing to the fore their Canadian and Jewish identities. No doubt, this
recognition and the playing out of their dual identities has been stimulat-
ed, nurtured and nourished in their family environment, school and com-
munity.

They should be proud of their efforts. Their participation is confirma-
tion of the vitality of Jewish culture and life in Winnipeg. The students
are aware of their responsibility to the future of our culture so that it will
continue to play an important role in defining, shaping and enriching
Canada’s multicultural fabric.
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Popular Rady JCC fitness instructor Max Kretskiy has now opened
his own dance studio, the Kretskiy Family School of Dance, featuring
instruction in Ballet Barre, Salsa, Tango, Swing, Cha-Cha, Rumba,
Waltz, Tap and more. Location: 3-1455 Waverley, Ph. 204-960-3380
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Sports

Today’s column is not your usual
springtime piece, “Jews in Major
League Baseball”, which I feature
annually in late March or early
April, when the pros break camp in
Florida and Arizona and travel to
their assigned destinations either
under the big top or to somewhere
in the parent clubs’ farm systems
where they hope to polish their

skill set to the degree that they’ll soon be summoned to their
own heaven on earth.

Rather, my focus here is on the WBC - and that’s not the
World Boxing Council either, where pugilists slug it out,
dream of one day attaining championship status, strutting
down the avenue and have some starry-eyed kid shout “Hi
champ!”

Instead, let’s focus on the upcoming World Baseball Classic in March,
which will be held in Seoul, South Korea. It is an international baseball
tournament, which was sanctioned from 2006 to 2013 by the International
Baseball Federation and after 2013 by the World Baseball Softball
Confederation.

Now, just like the World Olympics and the Maccabiah Games, it too is to
be held every four years.

Instead of leaving you bleary eyed we’ll return to “starry-eyed” and just
share that Israel this past September qualified to participate in the 16-team
tournament. If I re-call correctly a number of those games were held in
Brooklyn, New York and - no surprise, due to a large Jewish population in
the “Big Apple”, crowds were impressively large.

Well, it’s getting close to showtime and the first part of the Israeli club
has been recently announced.

Team Israel GM Peter Kurz, who guided an Israel squad of former Major
League and current minor-league players to a qualifying round win in
September reported that 20 ball players had already committed to play in
the main tournament in Seoul, including:

• Ty Kelly,  infielder (New York Mets) 
• Corey Baker, pitcher (St. Louis Cardinals, minor leagues)
• Jeremy Bleich, pitcher (free agent)

• Ike Davis, first base-
man (free agent)
• Scott Burcham,
infielder (Colorado
Rockies - minors)
• Gabe Cramer, pitcher
(Kansas City Royals -
minors)
• Cody Decker,
infielder (Milwaukee
Brewers - minors)
• Blake Gailen, out-
fielder (Independent
baseball)
• Nate Freiman, first
base (free agent)
• Sam Fuld, outfield
(free agent)
• Jake Kalish, pitcher
(Kansas City Royals -
minors)
• Alex Katz, pitcher
(White Sox - minors)
• Dean Kremer, pitch-
er (LA Dodgers -
minors  who also hap-
pens to be the first
Israeli ever to be draft-
ed by a major league
team)
• Tyler Krieger,
infielder (Cleveland
Indians - minors)
• Ryan Lavarnway,
catcher (Oakland A’s -
minors)
• Jason Marquis,
pitcher (free agent)
• R.C. Orlan, pitcher
( W a s h i n g t o n
Nationals - minors)
• Nick Rickels, catcher
( W a s h i n g t o n

Nationals - minors)
• Joey Wagman, pitcher (Oakland A’s - minors)
• Josh Zeid, pitcher (free agent) 

According to editor Scott Barancik of the JBN, with
whom I am in touch often, roster spots have been offered
to at least seven additional minor leaguers who played
for Team Israel in September. To wit: Zach Borenstein
(Arizona Diamondbacks), Brad Goldberg (Chicago
White Sox), Tyler Herron (Mets), all of whom have yet
to be confirmed

Several others, such as Danny Valencia of the Seattle
Mariners and relief pitcher Craig Breslow still have
aspirations to return to the majors.

Other prominent pros haven’t confirmed their plans as
yet, such as Ryan Braun of the Brewers, Kevin Pillar and

Scott Feldman of the Blue Jays, Jon Moscot of the Reds, and Richard Bleir
of the Yankees. Ian Kinsler of the Tigers and Alex Bregman of the Astros
both committed to Team USA.

Under WBC rules athletes can play on Team Israel as long as they are eli-
gible for Israeli citizenship. That means having at least one Jewish grand-
parent or being married to someone Jewish. Nearly all the players on
Israel’s roster personally identify as Jewish.

Earlier this month eight players on the WBC roster visited Israel for a
week to learn about the country, meet Israeli fans, and break ground on a
new baseball stadium.

MLB.com reporter Jonathan Mayo and Ironbound Films co-founder
Jeremy Newberger plan to create a documentary about the trip titled
“Heading Home.”

**********
Sorry to learn of the recent passing of FRANK MILLER in our publica-

tion on January 18th. He was a superb athlete in his day at St. Johns Tech
and participated in a large variety of sports. A photo of the handsome young
man can be seen on the Sports Wall of Fame at the Rady Centre: The cap-
tion reads “Frank Miller , Track and Field, Iowa State University, late
1950s.”

Decades ago I wrote a piece about him and how he had felt about his
Winnipeg high school shot put record, which had stood the test of time for
21 years. It was beaten in the 1976 inter-high school competition.

I recall being impressed with his candor, when he didn’t respond in the
typical manner of most athletes that “records are made to be broken.”
Instead, he told me, with feeling: “I’m cheesed off !” (about it being shat-
tered).

I also recall an oddity that indicated to me what a small world this, is in
that the new record holder, Andy Orobko, had bested Miller’s heave of
13.86 meters with a 14.8. What I found was most unusual was that the new
record holder from Sisler was a former student of mine and, as I wrote at
the time, “that if it’s any consolation to Frank, Andy is an individual who
possessed the same fine traits that were his trademark too.”

POST PATTER:

We received this email from reader Harold Shuster:
“I just wanted to add one missing piece to Harvey Rosen’s 2016 Year in

Sports review. At the Power Smart Manitoba Summer Games, the golf
Gold Medal was won by Joshua Shuster, with a two-day total of 5-over,
149 at Steinbach’s Fly-In course. Josh was also a member of the Gold
Medal winning team competition

“Very proud uncle,
“Harold Shuster”

Reader George Finkle on Inkster Blvd. dropped a line noting that  90-
year-old Harry Rosenbaum, the zaida of Jessica Rosenbaum and father of
Sid Rosenbaum - who were both featured in this column recently, was also
honoured for his long time involvement with the sport of lacrosse in
Manitoba by the association.

If you think the WBC games are going to be a walk in the park for the
State of Israel, forget it! Here is a smattering of some players’ names who
will represent their homelands: Russell Martin (Canada); Venezuela’s Jose
Altuve, Carlos Gonzalez, Felix Hernandez, and Salvador Perez;
Columbia’s Jose Quintana, and Julio Teheran; Dominican Republic’s
Adrian Beltre, Dellin Betances, Robinson Cano, and Yadier Molina; the
United States’ Chris Archer, Adam Jones, and Buster Posey; Mexico’s
Adrian Gonzalez and Oliver Perez; the Netherlands’ Jonathan Schoop and
Andrelton Simmons.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

Israel in the WBC won’t be a walk in the park or the ballpark
THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

2017 logo of the upcoming
World Baseball Classic
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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knew in the cor-
porate commu-
nication depart-
ment of St.

Boniface Hospital by the name of Jessica Miller (know-
ing full well that my question would not be answered as
it dealt with a personnel matter): “Hi Jessica,

“Does St. Boniface Hospital have any explanation for
the dismissal of Dr. Hassan Azzam as Chief Medical
Officer?

“I see from the doctor’s own Twitter feed that he says
he was ‘Removed as St. Boniface Hospital Chief
Medical Officer due to criticizing Israeli government
actions vis-a-vis Palestine & its people’.

“Did Dr. Hassam write something or say something
that led to his dismissal and, if so, can you tell me what
it was?”

The next day I spent considerable time poring over Dr.
Azzam’s Twitter account. While I could not find any
verbal posts that might have been considered the least
bit inflammatory, when I went instead to his photo posts
I found numerous cartoons that would be considered
extremely critical of Israel. I posted five of those car-
toons to the Jewish Post & News Facebook page. 

Upon seeing those cartoons I sent the following email
to St. B’s Director of Corporate Affairs and
Communications, someone by the name of Hélène
Vrignon: 

“Hi Hélène, I was able to find numerous photos on
Dr. Azzam’s Twitter account that show why he was
fired... I suppose the question now is: Did St. B. not vet
Dr. Azzam before he was hired to see whether there was something in his
background that might prove embarrassing to the hospital? You don’t have
to answer that because the answer is obvious - you didn’t…”

As expected, the answer I received was that “this was an HR matter and
our policy is to respect and protect the privacy of current and former
employees.”

All the while I was posting what I was learning about this affair, both on
our Facebook page and on our website. As interest in the story began to
grow, I began to be contacted by several individuals who claimed to have
some particular information that was relevant to my line of inquiry.

One of those individuals, who refused to divulge his name, told me that
he had numerous screenshots of verbal tweets that Dr. Azzam had
expunged from his Twitter account. That individual told me he would
deliver those screenshots to me.

When those screenshots came into my possession I spent some time
perusing them. Here is a sample of what Dr. Azzam had posted to his
Twitter account:

“If you donate money to Israel you are NOT Jewish..you are a ZIONIST”
“For Israel the burning of a Palestinian baby is more a public relations

crisis and expressions of outrage are spin”
“If Islamic state terror is not Islam, why is Israeli war Judaism?”
Superimposed over a picture of the U.S. and Israel flags: “We don’t nego-

tiate with terrorists...we just give them 3 billion dollars of funding a year to
commit genocide, enforce apartheid, steal homes, torture” (the rest is cut
off)

“Israel is still stealing the children”
“War crimes! #terroristIsrael”
“@justinTrudeau instead of celebrating you should be showing outrage

for the genocide being committed in Gaza”
“Self defense!!! #Gaza #terroristIsrael #freePalestine”
“The horror of Israel’s bloody savagery in #Gaza stuns world”
“Israel is run by maniacal mass-murdering Zio-Nazis...Exactly like the

ones destroying Ukraine for the #US...”
“If this is true then it describes exactly what “Israel” is all about, racism,

apartheid and genocide”
“Zionists are the terrorists of the Middle East Just ask any Middle East

intel expert. NYT is...”
“Red Card for Racism: Activists demand FIFA kick out Israel”
“The racist-Zionist troll is getting desperate now...”

I had also been contacted by someone I knew at the CBC who told me
that the CBC wanted to do a story about Dr. Azzam’s firing. I was asked
whether I would be willing to speak with a CBC reporter about how I had
come to be aware of Dr. Azzam’s dismissal.

Although I did speak with that reporter, I was afraid that the CBC story
would focus on Dr. Azzam’s allegation that he was fired for voicing his
opinions, i.e. the story would turn into a freedom of speech story rather
than focusing on what it was that Dr. Azzam had posted that was so offen-
sive as to merit his dismissal – if that was indeed the reason he was fired.

My concern was confirmed when I read the CBC story. (Later, when
Carol Sanders of the Free Press wrote a story about Dr. Azzam’s firing, it
was tipped even more toward a defense of freedom of speech rather than
an examination of what it is that Dr. Azzam had actually posted. Sanders’

opening line was: “The alleged fir-
ing of a Winnipeg doctor for criti-
cizing the Israeli government on
social media is an attack on free
speech, one critic says.”

(I sent an email to Carol Sanders, ccing it to Free Press editor Paul
Samyn, inviting them actually to see the screenshots of Dr. Azzam’s tweets.
I made a similar offer to Cecil Rosner, head of CBC News in Manitoba.
Rosner responded that he’d like to see them. Neither Sanders nor Samyn
replied.)

On Wednesday, January 25, I was contacted by someone I knew who
used to live in Thompson while Dr. Azzam was Chief Medical Officer for
the Northern Regional Health Authority. The individual who contacted me
suggested that, while what I had been writing about Dr. Azzam’s online
posts was accurate, I might be wrong about why he had been fired from St.
Boniface Hospital. This person suggested I had to veer my attention to
what had happened to Dr. Azzam in Thompson, i.e. he was fired from his
position there. How on earth, this person wondered, could St. B have hired
Dr. Azzam? “Had anyone done a proper vetting of his background that
would have shown he had been fired only quite recently in Thompson?”
this person asked me.

I decided to search the Manitoba Court of Queen’s Bench registry to see
whether I could find anything that might give a clue as to what this person
was talking about. That is when I discovered, as I mentioned at the outset
of this story, that Dr. Azzam had been dismissed from his position in
Thompson.

Since it’s a personnel matter, we’re not likely to find out whether it was
because of Dr. Azzam’s extreme criticism of Israel that he was fired from
St. B or whether it was something else, perhaps related to his dismissal in
Thompson.

No matter what the reason, the incendiary posts that Dr. Azzam had
expunged from his Twitter account some time ago along with the cartoons
that are now also no longer available to be seen, but which could be viewed
as recently as January 23, cast a great deal of doubt on the judgment exer-
cised by whoever it was at St. B who had responsibility for hiring Dr.
Azzam (who has now removed his entire Twitter account).

Anyone in as important a position as Chief Medical Officer of a major
hospital should be expected to behave in a respectful manner both to his
colleagues and his patients. How could Jewish colleagues and patients be
expected to respond to an individual who had posted something as offen-
sive as “Israel is run by maniacal mass-murdering Zio-Nazis”?

Even if there is another significant reason for Dr. Azzam’s firing, no one
in as sensitive a position as he held should have been allowed to remain in
that position while posting such incendiary comments.

Post script: After receiving a tip from someone, we discovered as well
that on January 26 Dr. Azzam  removed his name from the physician pro-
file section of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Manitoba.   In
response to a query we posed to the college, we were told that "The CPSM
was notified yesterday by Dr. Azzam that he is not practicing at this time.
The physician profile was updated to reflect that.”

Hussam Azzam
Continued from page 1.
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Some of the pictures posted to Dr. Azzam’s Twitter
account before it was removed 



By RON KAMPEAS
(JTA) – There are

plenty of paradigms in
the history of humor
for how Jews and
non-Jews get along,
or don’t: as persecu-
tors and victims, as
saviors and saved, as
allies against a com-
mon oppressor.

All these are fraught
with the tensions
between the powerful
and the disempow-
ered, which makes
sense: Fear drives
humor.

But there is a
uniquely American
paradigm, one devoid
of fear, instead cele-
brating the Jew as an
inextricable part of
the national fabric.

Its best exemplar
was Mary Tyler
Moore, who died Wednesday at 80.

Jews were coming into their own in the American popular imagination in
the 1960s and 1970s: Jewish actors like Elliott Gould, Richard Benjamin
and George Segal no longer changed their names. They were identifiably
Jewish, but without shtick, and they could be villains and heroes, geniuses
and brutes, lovers and rivals.

That emergence was a function of the Jewish imagination, advanced by
Jewish directors and writers like Elaine May, Harold Pinter, Philip Roth
and Mike Nichols.

Mary Tyler Moore was famous in that era for a similar transition from
pigeon-holed object – her shtick as the winsome wife on “The Dick Van
Dyke Show” – to a more deeply realized creation of her own imagination.

Mary Richards, the character she played in the show she produced with
her  husband, Grant Tinker, was single. She supported herself. She had a
job that required brains. She would never marry for the sake of marrying.

And she peopled that universe with characters – including Jews, espe-
cially Jews – who were as  independent, as fully realized, as devoid of
shtick as she was.

Rhoda Morgenstern, Mary Richards’ best friend, played by Valerie
Harper, fell in love, adored her parents, lived upstairs, fretted about work
and was unabashedly Jewish every second she was onscreen. Rhoda was
considered slovenly, Mary was a priss. Rhoda was forward, Mary was shy.
But the two thirtysomething unmarrieds genuinely loved one another.

And it wasn’t just Rhoda: The Morgensterns, her parents, were Jewish,
the man Rhoda married was Jewish, and Lou Grant, the irascible, difficult
boss played by Ed Asner, was likely Jewish as well. (A couple of hints were
dropped during the series. Asner, unlike Harper, is Jewish in real life.)

The era saw a lot of onscreen Jews who confounded the old stereotypes.
Segal in “The Quiller Memorandum,” scripted by Pinter, screwed over
Nazis with zest and humor. Dustin Hoffman did the same in “Marathon
Man,” with a script by William Goldman and directed by John Schlesinger.
Barbra Streisand, directed by Peter Bogdanovich in “What’s Up, Doc?”
seduced with authority and without shame. And Charles Grodin and
Jeannie Berlin in “The Heartbreak Kid,” written and directed by May, mar-
ried and imploded because he was corroded by ambition, and they did it as
fully realized Jews.

But the creators and performers in almost all these instances were Jews.
Tyler Moore and Tinker, neither Jewish, created Jewish characters just as
vital – and as necessary – to expanding the non-Jewish American imagina-
tion.

That necessity was made explicit in the 1972 episode titled “Some of My
Best Friends are Rhoda.” Our sister site, Jewniverse, reviewed the episode
last year. Mary Richards dumps a new friend because she doesn’t get along
with Rhoda – in part because Rhoda is Jewish. (That “in part” is important
– the show was not didactic; the women don’t get along for a broad range
of reasons.)

Joanne, the new friend, is a buyer for a department store, and early in the
show she says she travels to New York’s garment district – she jokingly, or
half-jokingly, calls it “the most exotic” place she’s traveled to.

At the reveal, in the episode’s final moments, Mary rebukes Joanne when
she says she just doesn’t have a lot of Jewish friends – she hasn’t gotten to
know them well.

“Even in the garment center?” Mary asks.

Jews are not exotic in this universe: They are at its center, as woven into
the fabric as blacks, Latinos and white Christians as homespun as Mary
Richards. How can you immerse yourself in the garment business and not
befriend Jews? In Mary Richards’ world, it was nuts not to.

As a non-Jew imagining Jews with love and understanding, Tyler Moore
was not a pioneer – John Updike did something similar in his Bech novels.
(And she loved and understood them in real life, too – her third husband,
Robert Levine, was Jewish and had connections in the Jewish organiza-
tional world.)

But as an avatar of how America changed in that era – and remembering
that era now, when the national fabric appears to be unraveling – she stood
out.

Virginia Heffernan, in her obituary for Tyler Moore in The New York
Times, notes that Danny Thomas rejected Tyler Moore for the role of his
daughter in “Make Room for Daddy,” the 1950s sitcom. Thomas, born to
Lebanese parents, thought Tyler Moore’s button nose wasn’t ethnic enough
for the role.

Twenty years later, imagining Mary Richards and her friends, that was
precisely the point: She wasn’t “ethnic.” She and the family of friends she
created were indelibly American.

Mary Tyler Moore turned the world on to fully imagined Jewish characters
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Moore dancing with Dick Van Dyke 
on his show in the '60s 

With Ed Asner on 'The Mary Tyler Moore Show' in 1970

Mary Richards, the character she played in the
show she produced with her  husband, Grant

Tinker, was single. She supported herself. She had a
job that required brains. She would never marry for
the sake of marrying. And she peopled that universe
with characters – including Jews, especially Jews –

who were as  independent, as fully realized, as
devoid of shtick as she was.



Have you heard of the Little Free Library
movement? It’s a way for neighbors to exchange
books. Throughout Winnipeg, there are little
freestanding houses, a little bigger than a bird
house. If you have a book you no longer want,
you can leave it. If you’re looking for a book to
read, you can take a book whenever you want.
These Little Free Libraries are open 24/7. 

Walking to our closest Little Free Library has
become an important destination for me and my twins. It’s free, good exer-
cise, and encourages our love of reading and learning. My twins often
argue over which book to donate. Our house is overflowing with books. In
order to take home a new story book, we have an ‘even-exchange’ policy.

Recently I read on the National Public Radio (NPR) website about a sim-
ilar US movement, but instead of books, the little house is a food pantry for
the hungry. One family calls theirs a “blessing box.” Others call it a “little
free pantry.” Sometimes only one family stocks it with food, diapers, or
toothpaste. Sometimes a whole neighborhood takes part. The article men-
tioned that, in one neighborhood most of the food is taken between mid-
night and 7 AM; in another, the food comes and goes continuously. It’s a
way of helping others anonymously. You don’t have to face someone at a
food bank to admit your family is hungry and cannot afford food.

When I read this, I wanted to build one of these little food pantries right
away…but then realized that in a cold Canadian climate, canned food or
other stuff wouldn’t do well outdoors. Even if that freestanding unheated
food pantry doesn’t work out, this still made me want to do better than I’d
been doing. I thought about a worksheet I’d used to teach religious school,
maybe 20 years ago. I can’t find that piece of paper anymore but I remem-
bered the point. It was about Maimonides’ ladder of tzedakah (giving char-
ity). Maimonides (RaMBaM), a great Jewish scholar and teacher, lived in
Spain and Egypt.

I borrowed this summary from the “Jewish Teen Funders Network” web-
site–to remember the details. Here’s a review:

Maimonides’ Eight Degrees of Tzedakah 
Maimonides believed that Tzedakah is like a ladder. It has eight rungs,

from bottom to top. Each step you climb brings you closer to heaven. 
1. The person who gives reluctantly and with regret. 
2. The person who gives graciously, but less than one should. 
3. The person who gives what one should, but only after being asked. 
4. The person who gives before being asked. 
5. The person who gives without knowing to whom he or she gives,

although the recipient knows the identity of the donor. 
6. The person who gives without making his or her identity known. 
7. The person who gives without knowing to whom he or she gives. The

recipient does not know from whom he or she receives. 
8. The person who helps another to become self-supporting by a gift or a

loan or by finding employment for the recipient.

To put this tzedakah approach into practice requires work. Many of us are
stuck on the first five rungs of the ladder. I’m going to skip the first two
rungs, because while many of us may have only achieved this level, I’m
going to act like we’re better than that - right?

For instance, our membership dues to a synagogue or other Jewish orga-
nizations are acts of tzedakah, but only the third ladder rung, at best. (If we
could afford to donate more, we sink below #3.) We occasionally may get
up to #7, when donating to a food bank. If you decide to “sponsor” some-
thing in the community and your name is pasted all over the event, that’s
#5. It means, for instance, that while you do not know who ate the Kiddush
lunch you sponsored, everyone who is there knows your name. So, while
some do this to celebrate a special event with their community, others do
this named sponsorship because they like the attention. It’s tzedakah, sure,
but it’s also about ego.

We could change the way we do our “tzedakah” business. We could push
our Jewish community higher up Maimonides’ ladder. 

Here are some ideas:
Instead of the “name in lights” sponsorship, we decided to donate anony-

mously to support a community meal, event or service. This could perhaps
allow an organization to sponsor a free event. Maybe a congregation could
have a nicer Kiddush lunch on a Saturday or have an oneg on a more reg-
ular basis. 

It could boost the financial situation of an essential community function,
like operational costs (heat/lights/water?), educational events, building ren-
ovation or maintenance. 

It could raise the salary of someone who works for the Jewish communi-
ty. 

It could create new employment for someone in our community.
It could offer a loan or gift to someone who needs a step-up to begin sup-

porting himself/herself.
Occh, I hear you saying. I’m no moneybags. I can’t pay for someone’s

salary. Fine.
If these sound too hard, lower your goals. Could you consistently offer a

small amount of money or time when asked to help? Could you pay mem-
bership dues early? Could you donate food to the food bank every time you
grocery shop? Maybe empty the change from your pockets every Friday
afternoon to put in a pushke (charity collection box)?

Making a difference and working your way up that ladder can start small.
It can be as simple as being gracious about donating. What about volun-
teering time or thanking others who donate? Many of us have the capacity
to climb this metaphorical ladder. Shall we ascend those rungs together?

Joanne Seiff is the author of a new book– “From the Inside Out: Jewish
Post Columns 2015-2016”. This collection of essays is now available for
digital download, or as a paperback from Amazon. See more about her on
her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.
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Tzedakah climbing: Give what you can
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JOANNE SEIFF
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RETA DORDICK
It is with great sadness

that, on Dec 18, 2016, our
beloved mother, grand-
mother, sister, aunt and
cousin, Reta Dordick,
passed away with her fam-
ily by her side. Her be-
loved husband, Harry, and
beloved son, Ian, prede-
ceased her, as well as her
parents, Sarah and Sam
Kochberg, and beloved sis-
ter, Esther Goodman
(Harry). She leaves to
mourn her daughter,
Marianne; her grandchil-
dren, David and Gary

Tiltman; her siblings Marvin (Paula & Esther), and
Harold (Frances) Kochberg, as well as many nieces,
nephews and cousins.

Because she had to leave her extended family behind
in Toronto due to her husband’s livelihood, many of
Mom’s friends in Winnipeg were like family to us. The
Burrin Avenue home was a place of celebration. There
were at least four weddings, as well as my two sons’
Bar Mitzvah parties. Tragically, it was also the home
when the death of our son/brother, Ian, took place. She
was a wonderful mother who was always there for her
husband, children and grandchildren. She was an im-
maculate housekeeper and excellent and healthy cook.
Most of our lives, we got together every Friday night
for a Shabbos dinner and holidays, developing many
happy (& some sad) memories as a family.

Mom was a great letter writer who kept in touch with
both her and Dad’s extensive families in Toronto and
elsewhere on a regular, steady basis. She was a very
strong woman who loved and needed people around
her. Mom was a secular Jew who appreciated and loved
our Yiddish culture and believed in justice and good
will for all mankind. She also volunteered for 25 years
with the Age & Opportunity Centre in the main office
on a regular basis. For many years when the staff went
on summer holidays, Mom managed the entire office.
Since first coming to Winnipeg, she was very involved
with UJPO (United Jewish People’s Order). It was in
that organization’s orchestra that Mom first met Dad
and most of their life-long friends in both Toronto and
Winnipeg.

When Dad retired, both of them spent many winters
in Palm Springs, California with her sister Esther and
brother-in-law Harry, as well as both Mom and Dad’s
sets of parents. There, they developed many new
friends from all over North America, including Winni-
peg, as well as renewed visits with cousins from L.A.
and New York. She and Dad had a wonderful life
together!

I would like to thank the staff of Simkin Centre,
especially Sara Reid (nurse), Joy and Maria (health
care aides) for the loving, attentive care Mom received
from them. I would also like to thank Paulette Spencer,
Sharon Kravetsky, and Naty Genzola for their excel-
lent companion care of Mom. They all continued to
visit Mom over the years, even after their companion-
ship came to an end. Thanks, too, to the staff at Victoria
Hospital for Mom’s end-of-life care. Thanks as well to
Rabbi Charytan, who helped me to understand the laws
of our Torah pertaining to Mom’s condition, and who
guided me in expression through Jewish prayer at the
hospital. Special thanks to Roz Olin, my friend, who
was very supportive of Mom and me during her last
week of life, and to Annette, niece and cousin, who
stayed with me after Mom’s death through most of the
Shiva period. Thanks, too, to Rabbi Altein for officiat-
ing at Mom’s funeral, and to all those who attended or
assisted at the funeral and Shiva or sent expressions
and/or donations of sympathy. Special thanks go to the
pallbearers as well: My sons, David and Gary, Martin
Zeilig, Shimon Goldberg, Jack Bidnik, and Archie
Kraut.

In loving memory of

ESTHER
BARSKY
who passed away
February 2, 1993
12 Days in Shevat

— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered. Your loving
daughter Naomi.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

FANNY
GLESBY

who passed away
January 29, 1996
8 Days in Shevat

Always in our thoughts
And forever in our hearts
— Your 4 daughters,
7 granddaughters, 8 great-
granddaughters and dad's
namesake, Ike.

In loving memory of

ADAM GOSZER
who passed away
February 3, 2012

10 days in Shevat, 5772
Though we can’t reach out and
touch you, you are always in
our thoughts and hearts - loved
and forever remembered for
your gentle nature, kind heart,
zest for life and great sense of
humor.
— Deeply missed by your wife,
Barbara, your children
Elliott, Sharon & Steven, your
grandchildren Sam, Joseph,
Nick, and Sarah, your nieces,
nephews, family and friends.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ARCHIE HECHT
who passed away
January 29, 2004
6 Days in Shevat

—Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRVINE MORRIS
who passed away
January 21, 2010
6 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by  his wife,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father and

grandfather

DAVID NEPON
who passed away
January 29, 1988
10 Days in Shevat

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his loving
wife Gert, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

ROSE ZENITH
who passed away
February 7, 2000

1 day in Adar

SAM ZENITH
who passed away

April 4, 2004
13 days in Nisan

Always in our thoughts. Forever in our hearts.
— Their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Deadline for the
February 15 issue of

The Jewish Post & News
is noon, Thursday, February 9

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their loving family.

MORRIS
CIPILINSKY

who passed away
February 5, 2006
7 Days in Shevat

FAYE
CIPILINSKY

who passed away
February 5, 1992

1 Day in Adar

In loving memory of
In Memoriam

WILLIAM (BILL) BAGER
William (Bill) Bager, 91, passed away peacefully on

Saturday January 28, 2017. He was predeceased by his
loving wife Victoria in 2000 and is survived by his
children Donna, Bill (Cherry) and Barb (Tim) as well
as numerous grandchildren and great grandchildren.

The family would like to extend their heartfelt grati-
tude to the amazing staff at the Saul & Claribel Simkin
Centre, who for many years provided care and support
in a kind and compassionate manner.

As per Bill’s wishes no service will be held.
Donations may be made in William Bager’s memory

to the Alzheimer Society of Manitoba or the Simkin
Centre.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GORDON
KNELLER
who passed away
January 30, 1989
24 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Edith,
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BARBARA
NEPON

who passed away
January 9, 2003
8 days in Shevat

— Forever remembered by
your sister, Roberta, brother-
in-law Sol and family.

In loving memory of

HARRY
OFFMAN
who passed away
February 5, 1998
10 days in Shevat

Wonderful memories
keep you forever near.
— Forever loved and
remembered by his son Jack,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

KAY SERA
who passed away
February 5, 2010
21 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by her loving
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX
STRONGER

who passed away
February 2, 1957
1st Day in Adar

Your sense of humor and
poisitive attitude is kept alive
in your grandsons, Michael
(named in your memory), and
Lyle.
— Ever remembered by your
son Barry.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK WEISS
who passed away
February 4, 2012
the 11th of Shevat

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Sue,
children and grandchildren.

In loving memory of our
beloved grandmother &

great-grandmother

EVA (Rifka)
BLANK

who passed away
February 5, 1980
18 Days in Shevat

We still miss you very much
and think of you lovingly every
day.
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her grand-
children, great-grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam

— Lovingly remembered by your children, grandchildren, family
and friends.

RUBEN COHEN
who passed away
January 2, 2009
6 days in Tevet

ETTIE COHEN
who passed away
March 16, 2012
22 days in Adar

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LAURA
DESHELL
who passed away
Feburary 5, 2007
18 days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS
FROMSON
who passed away
February 9, 2004
18 Days in Shevat

PEGGY
FROMSON
who passed away

May 30, 1996
13 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and missed by their children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
ISSY

GREENFELD
who passed away
January 21, 2008
14 days in Shevat

Time goes by, but memories stay
Never more than a thought away
No need for words, except to say
Always loved, always missed,
every passing day.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

“Forever in our hearts.”

In Memoriam
24th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father, and

grandfather

SIMON KAGAN
who passed away
February 5, 1993
14 Days in Shevat

Memories bring us closer
then we are never far apart
For you are always with us
in our thoughts and in our hearts
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by his wife Lenore,
children Mark, Hershel, Jerry,
Nikki and Elliott and
grandchildren Mikaela, his
namesake Simon,  Miriam and
Nathaniel and all the family.

In loving memory of

SAM MOSER
who passed away
January 14, 1995
13 Days in Shevat

Wishing you were here
to share a joke;

—  Still warming the hearts
of your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY
RUBINFELD

who passed away
January 24, 2000
17 Days in Shevat

Always in our hearts
and forever in our thoughts
— Always remembered by
your daughters Sandy, Renee,
Andrea, son-in-law Sassy and
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
RUTH SLUTSKY

who passed away
February 5, 1999
19 days in Shevat

You will forever be in our hearts
We will never forget you
Rest in peace my darling
— Ever remembered by your
husband Norman, daughters
Beverley and Maxine,
granddaughter Jessica and
family.
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In Memoriam
35th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ESTHER
STERN

who passed away
February l1, 1982
18 Days in Shevat

— Lovingly remembered by
your children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

MORRIS
WIWIERSKI

who passed away
January 19, 1995
19 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
sons, daughter-in-law and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

With love, admiration and
respect we remember our

beloved father, grandfather
and great-grandfather

PHILIP YAFFE
on this thirty-sixth yahrzeit

17 Days in Shevat
Nov. 4, 1914 - Jan. 22, 1981

In our hearts you will live
forever.
— Martin, Clifford, Richard
and families

36th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

SAMUEL BIRKS
who passed away
January 30, 1980
13 Days in Shevat

In mind, a constant thought,
In heart, a silent sorrow.

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANK
BLANARU
who passed away
February 7, 2012
15 Days in Shevat

— Forever in our hearts and
deeply missed by his wife
Bianca, children, grand-
children, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

SAMUEL BIRKS
who passed away
January 30, 1980
13 Days in Shevat

In mind, a constant thought,
In heart, a silent sorrow.

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANK
BLANARU
who passed away
February 7, 2012
15 Days in Shevat

— Forever in our hearts and
deeply missed by his wife
Bianca, children, grand-
children, and great-
grandchildren.

19th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved

JOSEPH
ROSENSTOCK

who passed away
February 14, 1998

18 Days in Shevat 5758
Our loss so great and deeply felt
— Children and grand-
children.

In loving memory of
our beloved

ALLAN ERWIN
DINER

who passed away
February 8, 1998
12 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by your
loving wife Shirley, your
beloved children, grand-
children and your precious
great-grandchildren named in
your memory.
YOUR SPIRIT LIVES ON

IN OUR HEARTS

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

We are Seniors
More movies to watch

Now that I’ve finished recounting my adven-
tures as a surveyor, it’s time to turn back to one
of my favorite topics: the movies - not just the
new ones that Hollywood is churning out with
the digital extravaganzas, but the five star clas-
sics of yesteryear.

Among the new ones from Hollywood that are
noteworthy is “Man-chester by the Sea,” starring
Casey Affleck who, tragically, is appointed as a

guardian,for his teen age nephew when his older brother dies. Don’t be con-
fused by the title! It doesn’t take place in Manchester, England, but in
Manchester, U.S.A.

The scenery on the East Coast is absolutely beautiful. It’s a delicate story
of how a relationship develops between an uncle and his nephew. I am cer-
tain that Affleck will be nominated for an Academy for his outstanding per-
formance! (Ed. note: He was.)

Another recent Hollywood movie of note would be “Jackie”, the story
about Jacqueline Kennedy after the assassination of her husband, President
Jack Kennedy. Natalie Portman gives a powerful performance, as Jackie
and will probably be up for an Academy Award.  (Ed. note: She is.) My
only comment would be that it is full of historical flashbacks, which could
be confusing at times. And some of the scenes are not for the faint of heart!’

To get back to the five star movies that are now, in my humble opinion,
classics, I would recommend, “An Officer and a Gentleman” starring
Richard Gere and Debra Winger. It’s a story about the training that naval
pilots must go through in order to receive their “wings” to fly jet aircraft.

Louis Gossett, Jr. won an Academy Award for his portrayal of “Foley”, a
tough drill instructor. Gere and Winger, who develop a delicate love affair
while he goes through a rigorous basic training in order to qualify as a naval
pilot, also give terrific performances.

Another classic that I would recommend would be “ Pretty Woman”, star-
ring Richard Gere and Julia Roberts. Gere is a corporate raider who spe-
cializes in buying companies that are in financial distress, then breaking
them apart and selling the pieces at a distinct profit. Assisting him in this
process would be his lawyer, played by Jason Alexander. (who later went
on to fame as George in “Seinfeld). Gere becomes lost while traveling in
Los Angeles at night, and enlists the help of “a lady of the night”, played
by Julia Roberts, who helps him reach his destination in Alexander’s car.

A relationship develops between Gere and Roberts that results in him
buying her some stunning dresses so that she could accompany him on a
business lunch.

And, of course there is the perennial favorite “Casablanca”, starring
Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman. Perhaps you will remember
Bogart’s toast to Bergman “Here’s looking at you kid.” or her request to his
piano player, “play it Sam.”

Unfortunately, I left my joke file in Winnipeg. Happy New Year!!

By

HARRY WARREN

Harry Warren

Israel, US successfully complete tests of 
David’s Sling missile system

J E R U S A L E M
(JTA) –  Israel and the
United States success-
fully completed tests of
the David’s Sling mis-
sile defense system,
which is designed to
stop long-range rock-
ets, drones and cruise
missiles.

Israel’s Ministry of
Defense announced
the completion of the tests, the fifth in a series, on Wednesday. The tests,
held over the Mediterranean Sea out of Palmachim Air Base, were con-
ducted by The Israel Missile Defense Organization of the Directorate of
Defense Research and Development, and the U.S. Missile Defense
Agency.

The David’s Sling missile defense system,
which is designed to stop long-range rockets,
drones and cruise missiles

David’s Sling is intended to supplement the Iron Dome system, which targets short-range rock-
ets, and the Arrow system for long-range ballistic missiles.

The U.S. defense contractor Raytheon is collaborating on David’s Sling, also known as Magic
Wand, with Israel’s state-owned Rafael Advanced Defense Systems Ltd.

“This test campaign is a critical step in ensuring Israel has the capability to defense itself from a
very real and growing threat,” said the U.S. Missile Defense Agency’s director, Vice Adm. Jim
Syring. “We remain strongly committed to supporting Israel’s development of a missile defense sys-
tem.”

Earlier this month, the Israeli Air Force received the first advanced interceptors of the long-range
Arrow 3 missile defense system, which is being jointly developed by the United States and Israel.
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U.S. news

By RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

and President Donald Trump have been talking each other up plenty since
the latter’s election upset in November. But those expecting Trump to turn
his kind words and pledges on Israel into fast action may have to be patient.

The starkest example of Trump walking back concrete promises is his
retreat from what he had indicated during the transition period would be an
accelerated push to move the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem.

Asked Thursday on the Fox News Channel about whether he would move
the embassy, Trump was notably – and newly – reticent.

“I don’t want to talk about it yet,” the president told Sean Hannity when
asked about the move from its Tel Aviv location. “It’s too early.”

Trump had been unequivocal about the embassy move since he first made
the pledge addressing the American Israel Public Affairs Committee in
March 2016. In the days leading up to the Jan. 20 inauguration, Trump’s
spokesman, Sean Spicer, said to “stay tuned” for an announcement, and
Trump assured an Israeli reporter he would make good on his vow.

The difference is between wooing and an actual relationship, Middle East
hands said.

It makes sense for Trump and Netanyahu to retreat from the certainties
that characterized the transition because what Trump says as president,
with executive powers, carries greater weight than what he said as presi-
dent-elect, said Aaron David Miller, a Middle East peace negotiator under
Republican and Democratic presidents.

“What they say now is going to speak volumes about their sensibilities
and the orientation of the incoming administration to what the peace
process is,” said Miller, now vice president of the Wilson Center think tank.

Trump also has yet to pronounce on how he will treat the Iran nuclear
deal, which he called "terrible" on the campaign trail and which Netanyahu
still hopes to scuttle.

Netanyahu announced new settlement expansions in the West Bank and
building in eastern Jerusalem this week -- but partly as a means to stave off
pressure from right-wingers in his government who see Trump’s friendli-
ness as license to go much further and even annex portions of the West
Bank.

Just as Jerusalem embassy talk has been dialed down, Spicer made it
clear he also doesn’t want to talk about settlement expansion.

“He wants to have a meeting with Prime Minister Netanyahu and we’ll
discuss that” was all Spicer would say Tuesday at the daily briefing for
reporters when asked about the settlement announcements. Trump's team
did not, however, criticize the expansion announcement as "unhelpful" or
"disappointing," as the Obama administration often did.

In at least one respect, Netanyahu lacks an advantage he had during his
fraught relationship with President Barack Obama, when to resist pressure
from his right to expand settlements or alter the status quo, he would rou-
tinely warn against further antagonizing the Obama administration.

“For a very long time, the prime minister has been able to use concerns
or constraints from the American government as a way to respond to pres-
sure from his right wing and to say ‘I’d love to accommodate you on set-
tlements but the Americans have asked me not to,’” said Tamara Cofman
Wittes, a top State Department Middle East official in Obama’s first term.
“He can’t play that game.”

David Makovsky, a fellow at the Washington Institute for Near East
Policy who worked at the State Department on the last round of peace talks,
said Netanyahu was moving as cautiously as he could given the pressures
of his right-wing Cabinet. Trump and Netanyahu are expected to meet here
next month, and the best outcome for Netanyahu would be specific agree-
ments on what Israel can do absent a peace process, similar to the “natural
growth” in settlement that President George W. Bush agreed to for a peri-
od after 2004.

“Netanyahu’s message to his Cabinet was not to do big things until after
he meets with Trump," Makovsky said. "That’s the right approach, it’s the
preferable approach.

"If Palestinian-Israeli understandings are not attainable, there needs to be
a new U.S.-Israeli understanding, so there’s not a danger of not having U.S.
and Israel on the same page.”

David Harris, the American Jewish Committee's CEO, said Netanyahu
needs to tread extra lightly while the Trump administration finds its feet.

“Optics are important in politics, and the optics of Israel’s announced set-
tlement construction, so shortly after President Trump took office, are not
helpful,” he said in an email. "Yes, the construction may be in those areas
Israel intends to keep in any possible deal with the Palestinians. And yes,
the Trump administration may (or may not) end up taking a different
approach to this issue than its predecessor. Nonetheless, Israel is taking a
gamble that this step won’t further inflame an already difficult situation on
the ground and internationally.”

To be sure, the Trump-Netanyahu mutual admiration society continues
apace.

“Congrats to my friend President Trump,” Netanyahu said on Twitter Jan.
20, three hours before Trump was actually inaugurated. (Netanyahu had an
excuse – it was Shabbat in Israel when Trump took the oath.) “Look fwd to
working closely with you to make the alliance between Israel&USA
stronger than ever.”

Marking International Holocaust Remembrance Day on Thursday,
Netanyahu made it clear he felt safer with Trump at 1600 Pennsylvania
Ave. than he did with Obama, particularly regarding Iran.

After saying there was a “deafening silence” worldwide to the threat Iran
poses to Israel, Netanyahu said, “I believe it will change. Because I spoke
a few days ago to President Trump and he spoke about the Iranian aggres-
sion. He spoke about Iran’s commitment to destroy Israel. He spoke about
the nature of this nuclear agreement and the danger it poses. We spoke
about it together.”

On Fox News, Trump told Hannity on Thursday that the relationship was
repaired.

“It got repaired as soon as I took the oath of office,” he said. The White
House, describing the first post-inauguration phone call between the lead-
ers, said “the president affirmed his unprecedented commitment to Israel's
security.”

As candidate, then nominee, then president-elect, Trump was able to have
it all: He boasted that his skills as a negotiator could bring about the Israeli-
Palestinian peace deal that has eluded others, while also signaling that he
would be friendlier to Netanyahu and Israel’s right wing than any of his
predecessors.

Now that he’s on the job, those postures might not be so easy to recon-
cile.

“The Trump administration faces a stark choice,” said Cofman Wittes,
who now leads the Brookings Institution’s Center for Middle East Policy.

“Whether to accede to the preferences to constituencies that supported
them in the election -- the evangelicals and right-wing Jews -- and to
demonstrate full-throated support for policy preferences of the Israeli right
[and] to support actions that would set aside the two-state solution,” she
said. “The other option is to do what [Trump] has said is the ultimate deal
between the Israelis and the Palestinians. He can’t have it both ways.”

Miller said that Trump could strike a balance between the condemnation
of settlement expansion typical of the Obama administration and a “full-
throated” endorsement of settlement.

“A third option would be a more ambiguous expression of concern that
would clearly send a signal it isn’t business as usual when it comes to the
settlement activity, [but] that we don’t find unilateral actions helpful,” he
said.

Jonathan Schanzer, the vice president of the Foundation for Defense of
Democracies, said it was clear that Trump would substantively reverse the
Obama administration policy of speaking out when there were differences
on Israel. He saw a return to the behind-closed-doors policy of the Clinton
and George W. Bush administrations.

“I wouldn’t expect a significant response if the Trump administration is
concerned or even angered by this move,” he said, referring to the settle-
ment announcements. “I would expect conversations to take place quietly,
a return to status quo ante.”

As president, Trump less gung-ho about dramatic changes in Israel policy

President Donald Trump reading the first of three executive orders he
signed in the Oval Office, Jan. 23, 2017. (Ron Sachs/Pool/Getty Images)



The Canadian premiere of Synagogues in
Germany: A Virtual Reconstruction was held
Saturday evening, January 28 at the Mennonite
Heritage Centre Gallery, 600 Shaftesbury Street.

A large and interactive multimedia exhibition,
what attendees will see is an impressive display
featuring 3D reconstructions of more than 25 of
the more than 1000 synagogues destroyed in
Germany on Kristallnacht.

The exhibition also includes placards, pho-
tographs, text panels and three documentary
films. 

As well, there will be a series of public lectures
held at the gallery, beginning February 12:

Sunday, February 12, 2 p.m.
Belle Jarniewski (Holocaust Education Centre

of the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada
/International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance): The Impact of the Shoah on Jewish-
Christian Dialogue

Tuesday, February 14: 6 p.m.
Prof. Stephan Jaeger (German and Slavic

Studies, University of Manitoba): German
Public Memory of the Third Reich and the
Holocaust between 1945 and 2017

Sunday, February 19, 2 p.m.
Sharon Graham (History, University of

Manitoba): Reform Judaism from Hamburg to
Cincinnati to Winnipeg

Tuesday, February 21: 6 p.m.
Prof. Adam Muller (English, Film & Theatre,

University of Manitoba): Cultural Genocide in
Comparative Perspective

Sunday, February 26: 2 p.m.
Prof. Ralph Stern (Architecture, University of

Manitoba): Stolpern: Disrupting Narratives of
Spatial Appropriation

Wednesday, March 1, 5:30 p.m.
Prof. Benjamin M. Baader: (History & Judaic

Studies, University of Manitoba): The
Resurgence of Jewish Life in Germany Today

The exhibition will be open weekly until
March 4, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
9:00 am - 4:00 pm; Tuesday, 9:00 am - 9:00 pm;
and Saturday & Sunday, 10:00 am - 5:00 pm.

Admission is free.

We will have a full-length report by Martin
Zeilig on the exhibition in our February 15 issue.
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Exhibition on destroyed German synagogues opens at Mennonite Heritage Centre

Prof. Steven Jaeger,  of the German & Slavic
Studies Dept. at the University of Manitoba
in front of a 3D reconstruction of a German
synagogue  at the opening of the exhibition

(Martin Zeilig photo)

Prof. Adam Muller, who teaches English,
Film and Theatre at the University of
Manitoba, at the opening of the exhibition

(Martin Zeilig photo)

An exhibit on a synagogue built in Hanover
between 1861-64. The synagogue was one of
over 1000 synagogues destroyed on
Kristallnacht, which took place Nov. 9-10,
1938. In addition, Jewish homes, hospitals,
and schools were ransacked, as the attackers
demolished buildings with sledgehammers.
The attacks were conducted by German SA
paramilitary forces and civilians while
authorities stood idly by. 
(Martin Zeilig photo)

Community news



By BEN SALES
(JTA) – Jared Kushner was already a regular at the Harvard Chabad

when he walked in one day, took a crumpled piece of paper out of his jack-
et pocket, put it down on the table and walked away.

It was a personal check for $18,000.
“‘I have some deals that really went well, so I want to give something

back to Chabad,’” Harvard Chabad Rabbi Hirschy Zarchi recalls Kushner,
then a sophomore or junior, saying. Zarchi calls it “one of the largest
checks we ever received, not just from a student, but even from a parent.”

Kushner, now son-in-law and senior adviser to President Donald Trump,
established a constant, outsize presence at the Harvard Chabad during his
time as a student there, Zarchi and other students recall. Beyond the sur-
prise donation, Kushner attended prayers and Shabbat dinner regularly,
recruited students to Chabad’s programs, performed workaday tasks for the
house and served as the emcee when Chabad dedicated a new building in
2003.

On a personal level, Kushner was  “like a part of the family” to Zarchi
and his wife, Elkie, the rabbi says. From his earliest days at Harvard
through his senior year, Kushner attended the Zarchi children’s birthday
parties, sent flowers to the family and received chicken soup from Elkie
Zarchi at his dorm when he came down with the flu.

“It was most apparent in the first impression what kind of mensch this
young man was,” said Zarchi, now 43, who was unabashed in his praise of
Kushner. “How considerate and how polite and respectful and appreciative
he was at that age. He was always years beyond his age in the way he car-
ried himself, the way he related to others, the way he led.”

In the years since Kushner came to Harvard, his family has donated hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars to Chabad-Lubavitch institutions in the
United States and Israel. In 2007, according to the Forward, his family’s
charitable foundation gave $150,000 to the institution.

Chabad arrived on Harvard’s Cambridge campus in 1997, two years
before Kushner’s freshman year. Run by emissaries of the Chabad-
Lubavitch Hasidic movement, campus Chabads offer Orthodox ritual ser-
vices and Jewish programs to students of all backgrounds, often as an alter-
native to Hillel, the legacy nondenominational Jewish campus organiza-
tion. Chabad has built a sizable following among Jews who, like Kushner
and his modern Orthodox parents, may not be Hasidic themselves but sup-
port its programs and outreach efforts.

Speaking at the 2003 dedication, the 22-year-old Kushner, dressed in a
suit, blue tie and small black kippah, stood in front of a small room filled
with students, rabbis and donors. Kushner’s father, New Jersey real estate
mogul Charles Kushner, sat smiling in the front row. Jared complimented
Elkie Zarchi’s cooking, quoted Margaret Thatcher and praised the
Chabad’s feeling of community. At the end of his speech, he embraced
Rabbi Zarchi.

“When people walk into your home, they enter as guests,” Kushner said
to the Zarchis, occasionally stumbling over his words. “After conversing
and experiencing your warmth, there is not a person who does not leave as
another one of your children. We are all grateful for the selflessness and
dedication that both of you show on a daily basis.”

Kushner’s relationship with Chabad began when he visited campus for a
pre-freshman weekend and attended Shabbat dinner. During the subse-
quent four years, Zarchi says, Kushner was instrumental in bringing under-
graduates to Chabad, which had been geared to graduate students. Two
people who attended Harvard with Kushner told JTA that he was quiet,
unassuming and dedicated to the Chabad mission.

Kushner would bring friends to Friday night dinner from the Fly, his
“final club” (or Harvard-style fraternity), and would sometimes perform
yeoman’s work for the rabbi. One night during his freshman year, after
spending a few hours with Zarchi studying Tanya, a Jewish mystical text,
Kushner saw it had snowed outside, asked for a shovel and cleared the
sidewalk in front of the house.

“When he saw importance in a project, he committed himself to it,”
Zarchi said. “He was able to galvanize his friends and his social circle to
follow and collaborate with him. If he got involved in the project, he
worked the hardest. There was no task beneath him and no goal too high to
reach.”

Since his graduation nearly 14 years ago, Kushner has stayed connected
to Chabad. He has helped organize the institution’s alumni events, includ-
ing a Shabbat dinner that he and his wife, Ivanka Trump, hosted a few
years ago. In 2004 and 2005, while Kushner’s father was on trial in New
Jersey for illegal campaign contributions, witness tampering and tax eva-
sion, the family would occasionally eat Friday night dinners with the
Zarchis at Harvard Chabad while Kushner’s brother, Joshua, was a student
at the Ivy League school. Charles Kushner served 14 months in prison for
the charges.

During that time, Zarchi said, Kushner displayed the same total fealty to
family that led him to shepherd his father-in-law to the unlikeliest of elec-
tion wins.

“You rarely see someone who’s more committed, more loyal to his fam-
ily, than Jared was,” the rabbi said.

Kushner and his wife have bought a home near a Chabad house in

Washington, D.C., and Zarchi and Kushner have stayed in touch during and
since Trump’s campaign. One week before the inauguration, the two spoke
on the phone. Zarchi recalls Kushner saying how he felt humbled by his
new role, and excited for the opportunity he has in the White House, where
according to Trump he would work on the Middle East peace process.

For his part, Zarchi isn’t surprised by where his student now finds him-
self.

“You get used to that with Jared,” Zarchi said. “He’s on the stage doing
things. Whatever field it was, on the highest level, it’s Jared being Jared.”
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Jared Kushner’s college rabbi recalls a snow-shoveling student mega-donor

Jared Kushner and Rabbi Hirschy Zarchi at the Harvard Chabad
New York Alumni Reception, June 2013 (Harvard Chabad)
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Gerry Posner

Music ‘N’ Mavens, Rady JCC’s
premier concert and lecture

series continues to draw crowds
The Rady JCC is proud to present the city’s premier winter daytime

concert and lecture series. Producer Karla Berbrayer‘s program
entertains and stimulates with topical discussions and music presented
by Manitoba’s outstanding musicians. 

On Thursday, February 2, University of Winnipeg Political
Science professor Allen Mills discusses The Meaning of Trump. Join
us for what is sure to be an animated presentation. 

Indigenous fusion comes to the stage on Tuesday February 7, with
the Vince Fontaine Band. This band features multi-award winning
members of Indian City, who performed on Canada Day for Prime
Minister Trudeau. 

At Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre, on Wednesday February
8, at 1:00 pm, Canadian Mennonite University singers and pianists
will perform light opera, and musical theatre. 

Thursday February 9 Andrea Ratuski, known for her work as pro-
ducer and host at CBC Winnipeg, will speak on Musical Cities of
Vienna and Paris: The Jewish Connection.

Tuesday February 14 Margaret Bertulli, guest lecturer on cruise
ships transiting the Northwest Passage from Greenland to Alaska, will
inspire your next holiday as she discusses Archaeological Musings
along the Northwest Passage. 

Music ‘N’ Mavens offers a whole lot more, right through to March
16th. Mini Concert Passes are your best savings! Music ‘N’ Mavens
offers transportation for a nominal fee, by advance registration. Call
204 477 7510 for more information. Attendance at Music ‘N’ Mavens
is not a luxury- it is a necessity during Winnipeg’s winter season!

Donna Koffman: teaching 
children about disabilities

You never know
the twists and turns
that  life might bring
you. Never has that
statement been more
true than with
respect to Donna
Carol Koffman
(Kowall). 

Her path has had
many trails in it and
these trails continue
to this day. 

The most recent
trail is her book,
recently published
and launched -
“Kooper’s Tale”,
about a service dog
for people with
autism. 

,
Donna came to

this book via a cir-
cuitous road.
Originally from Winnipeg, although now having lived in Toronto for over
40 years, she considers herself to be a “Wintonian”, combining her rich
past life in Winnipeg with her longer time in Toronto. Donna attended
university in Toronto and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in psycholo-
gy from York University. 

She then was off to Seneca College, where she trained to be a Certified
Life Skills Coach. 

Along the way, she studied Reiki and became a Reiki therapist. With all
of these experiences in her background, nothing prepared her to be an
author until her grandson Reese was born. 

Donna, now mother to  two adult children, was unprepared for the diag-
nosis of autism  her grandson Reese received, when he was only 22
months old. She had to learn quickly. From her own observations and
poems about Reese, she realized that there was a story there and thus was
born what later became a book, “ Different Kinds OF Special.” This story
was Donna’s attempt to help people understand the life of children with
special needs. 

What Donna tried to do, and I might add, does well, is encourage young
children to develop an empathetic feeling, and a sense of acceptance and
inclusion. The book was published in 2011 and it immediately became
very well known within the autism community. 

Donna has gone to various schools in the GTA ( Greater Toronto Area)
to read to young children, then to have discussions with these children
about special needs. In addition, the book is now used as a resource by
Upper Canada College in their Horizons Programme.

More recently, Donna has come out with another book, this time a book
about a dog who is trained to assist children with disabilities. The book,
“Kooper’s Tale”, is also about Reese. 

By the time Donna wrote this book Reese was older and needed a
helper because he was non-verbal and didn’t understand the world.
Donna, along with her eventual co-author, Dr. Lawrence Segel, were
doing a signing for Autism Ontario when Dr. Segel met Reese and
Kooper for the first time. That meeting becamethe genesis for the new
book. 

With some delightful and captivating illustrations, Donna teaches how
service dogs are trained and why a person with severe autism would need
one. The book is written is an easy manner for children to enjoy and com-
prehend. 

It is fair to say that both books reflect the deep commitment Donna
feels to children with disabilities. It speaks volumes about the love Donna
has for her grandson. 

Her hope is that the books give Reese and children like him a voice they
lack. As Donna says so succinctly, “Reese is my heart. I am his voice.”

By

GERRY POSNER

DONNA CAROL KOFFMAN

Her hope is that the books give
Reese and children like him a

voice they lack. As Donna says so
succinctly, “Reese is my heart. I

am his voice.”


