
By MYRON LOVE
The Shaarey Zedek

Synagogue is about to
become the first Conservative
Synagogue in Canada to host
a same-sex wedding ceremo-
ny.  On January 21, Arthur
Blankstein and Ken Ure will
be renewing their vows –
they were first married in a
civil ceremony in Vancouver
in 2004 – under the chupah
in a ceremony being con-
cluded by associate Rabbi
Larry Pinsker.  

(Rabbi Alan Green, the con-
gregation’s senior rabbi, is
out of town for a few weeks.)

“The Shaarey Zedek has been talking the
talk,” says Blankstein, a 67-year-old interior
designer.  “Now it is time for the congrega-
tion to walk the walk.”

The same sex wedding ceremony is the
culmination of a three-year process intend-
ed to welcome gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgendered (GLBT) into the congregation
and help them to feel comfortable.  The first
stage, says Ian Staniloff, the synagogue’s
executive director, was to allow same-sex
couples to buy joint burial plots in 2009.
The second phase was to welcome same
sex couples as members.

While the Conservative Movement’s

Committee on Jewish Law
and Standards, in
December, 2006, approved
extending blessings to same-
sex unions in commitment
ceremonies, Staniloff notes
that same sex couples in the
congregation were not satis-
fied with that. They want
their unions to be sanctified.

“We want to be a caring,
sharing community,”
Staniloff says.  “We had to
demonstrate to the GLBT
community that we are an
affirming congregation.  We
had a couple of people from
the Rainbow Society come

in and provide sensitivity training sessions
for all of our staff.  They really opened our
eyes and help us to be more understand-
ing.”  

Blankstein and Ure, who is an RN, have
been together for 13 years.  Blankstein is a
lifelong Shaarey Zedek member from a long
time Shaarey Zedek family.  

Staniloff reports that the Shaarey Zedek
has also joined the GLBT World Jewish
Congress which holds an annual general
meeting.  The AGM last year was in Paris.

“We put a successful bid together with the
Rady Centre and Temple Shalom to host the
2013 meeting in Winnipeg,” he says.

IAN STANILOFF: “We
had to demonstrate to
the GBLT community
that we are an affirming
congregation.”
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By BERNIE BELLAN
I’ve held off report-

ing, for as long as
possible, on the
looming debacle
about to be caused
by the massive failure
of the Asper Campus
Lottery.

There was always the chance that an experiment that was clearly in
trouble very early on – ticket sales in the first few weeks were way
below expectations – might somehow come around. The fact is, how-
ever, that the decision by the Asper Campus Board to launch an
expensive lottery has turned into a massive failure.

As of the time of writing, ticket sales had only reached the 800 mark,
which was well short of the number of tickets needed to be sold in
order for the lottery to at least break even. With $100,000 in prizes
and another $80,000 in expenses, it was a dicey proposition to begin
with.

The background to how the lottery came about is itself a story of top-
down management. The idea for a lottery was first broached to the var-
ious organizations that rent space at the Asper Campus last spring.
The motivation for holding a lottery, representatives of the organiza-
tions were told, was to defray increases in the “licenses” for the two
largest facilities in the Campus: The Gray Academy and the Rady JCC.
The first $75,000 of profits from the lottery was intended for that pur-
pose. Rather than being allowed to accept or reject the proposal to
hold a lottery, however, the organizations were simply told that the
lottery was going to take place and they had no choice but to go
along.

At the same time, each of the 14 different organizations that rent
space in the Campus was to be able to keep $10 from the sale of each
ticket purchased through that organization. Two major organizations
that rent space at the Campus, however, were excluded from being
able to sell tickets. Those organizations were the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg and the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. (Ostensibly the
purpose of excluding those two major organizations was to be able to
give smaller organizations the opportunity to earn more through tick-
et sales rather than having to compete with two giants.  In retrospect,
having the Federation and the Foundation on board might have made

a huge difference
to ticket sales.)

From the very
b e g i n n i n g
though, there
were strong voic-
es of discontent
raised from with-
in certain organi-

zations about the very idea of a lottery. While there was a potential
upside to the lottery, certain individuals in both the Gray Academy
and Rady JCC held clear reservations about the risks involved. Now
that it is apparent that the lottery is going to lose a considerable
amount of money (likely in the $80,000 range), rather than the Gray
Academy and the Rady JCC being able to avoid increases in their
licenses, they are now faced with the prospect of having to absorb
huge increases in their licenses in order to make up the loss that the
lottery is about to incur.

(It should be noted that the Asper Campus, according to the terms of
its articles of incorporation, is not allowed to run a deficit. Any short-
fall in its budget must be met through  increases in the licenses that it
grants to the organizations that rent space in the Campus.)

What makes this story particularly difficult to accept for many of the
individuals who were skeptical about the lottery to begin with is the
highly risky nature of lotteries. According to an individual who was
closely associated with the planning that led to the development of
the Asper Campus in the first place, some thought had been given to
holding a lottery back then (around 1999). A consultant was hired to
assess the merits of holding a lottery. The consultant reported back that
it was a very bad idea, largely because it was unlikely that the non-
Jewish community would be supportive of such a lottery.

In addition, the entire concept of holding lotteries has come under
severe scrutiny of late. In fact, Dr. Brian Goldman, host of the CBC
medical show “White Coat Black Art”, devoted an entire show recent-
ly to the problems faced by several Canadian hospitals that have held
lotteries in the past couple of years, but have failed miserably to break
even. Goldman related the story of one B.C. hospital that actually lost
$3.5 million as a result of a failed lottery.

No doubt the recriminations over the Asper Campus Lottery are
about to begin in earnest – and perhaps in public.

Asper Campus Lottery debacle



National Council of Jewish
Women of Canada, Winnipeg
Section held its annual general
meeting on Wednesday,
December 7. Along with the
usual business of an annual
report, financial statement, and
installation of officers and board,
a service recognition award was
given to Penny Kalef. Penny Kalef
joined NCJW over 58 years ago.
Penny has been a dedicated trib-
ute card seller for over 30 years.
She has canvassed for CJA and
was a volunteer reader for CNIB.

Rose Aziman, who has been
the president for three years, was discharged by Dianne Glass,
who is the immediate past president of National Council of
Jewish Women of Canada. She thanked Rose for her dedication and
commitment to Wpg. Section. 

Michelle Glass and Cindy Lazar were installed as the new incoming
co-presidents of Wpg. Section. 

Michelle is a community pharmacist at her family-run pharmacy for
the last eight years. She served as adirector on the  board of the
Manitoba Society of Pharmacists from 2005-2011. She is a volunteer
presenter with Osteoporosis Canada Manitoba Chapter and also
screens patients in the community for fracture risk at the pharmacy
level. She volunteered with Chai Folk Ensemble as a dancer for seven
years. Michelle has served on the board of National Council of Jewish
Women of Canada, Winnipeg Section since 2008. Michelle is married
to Roni Estein and they have two little girls, Miriam and Gabrielle.

Cindy Lazar is a lawyer at Taylor McCaffrey LLP, practising in Labour
and Employment law. Cindy has taught Labour & Employment Law at

Asper School of Business (U of M) for nine semesters. Previously she
was on the boards of the Winnipeg Jewish Community Council,
Shalom Residences, and B’Nai Brith League for Human Rights
(Winnipeg). She was also co-chair of the Young Leadership Division of
Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University (Winnipeg Chapter). She
also co-chaired NCJW’s Women’s Cancer program and has been
Winnipeg section’s captain for the CIBC Run for the Cure. She is mar-
ried to Joel Kay, and they have 2 small children, Rachel, 4 and Jack 21
months.

Both Cindy and Michelle bring enthusiasm and excitement about the
future of National Council of Jewish Women. Winnipeg Section recent-
ly hosted citizenship court, is collecting books for “Books for Kids” pro-
ject for an inner city school, planning shalach manot baskets for Jewish
Child & Family Service, and an education program on osteoporosis in
March. For further information, please call the Council office.
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DIANNE GLASS (L), past president of
NCJW of Canada, ROSE AZIMAN, out-
going  president, NCJW, Wpg. Section.

PENNY KALEF (L), ROSE
AZIMAN.

El Al and WestJet forge agreement
By KAREN BURSTEIN (Special to The Jewish Post & News)

One is known as the relaxed Canadian airline where flight atten-
dants crack jokes, the other the no-nonsense national carrier of Israel,
but they are now partners.

EL AL and WestJet have inked a deal that makes them code sharing
partners. The agreement announced last spring went into effect this
fall. It allows travelers to buy one ticket, through El Al and its web-
site, on El Al flights to Israel via Toronto with flights to all of WestJets’s
Canadian destinations, as well as their flights to Florida and the
Caribbean.

For example, someone traveling from Winnipeg to Israel (or vice
versa) with El Al via Toronto would now check in at WestJet in
Winnipeg, have their luggage checked through to Tel Aviv and be
issued boarding cards to their final destination, Tel Aviv. Or, someone
travelling from Tel Aviv to Hawaii could fly through Toronto, chang-
ing to a WestJet flight made on one booking, through El Al.

The new code share agreement was announced at a ceremony in
Tel Aviv that included Elyezer Shkedy, president & CEO of EL AL,
Gregg Saretsky, president & CEO of WestJet. 

Saretsky, who went to Israel to sign the historic agreement, which
came into effect Step. 12, said, “We are delighted to partner with EL
AL Israel Airlines to make travel across our mutual networks easier for
our guests as we continue to expand our partnerships. WestJetters are
looking forward to welcoming EL AL guests aboard our flights.”

Dinah Kutner, general manager of EL AL Canada was also present
and expressed her delight with the new partnership: “The agreement
expands and improves the network of destinations in North America
and the Caribbean, especially to destinations in Canada like
Montreal, Vancouver, Ottawa, Calgary, as well as for WestJet’s routes
including Mexico, Hawaii, Cuba and the Dominican Republic all via
EL AL’s gateway in Toronto.”

Shkedy said, “We are proud to partner with WestJet. This agree-
ment…provides various options to our Israeli and Canadian cus-
tomers and is a continuation of the EL AL strategy in expanding com-
mercial agreements, both interline and codeshare, with leading car-
riers around the world.” 

Also present at the ceremony was Paul Hunt, Canada’s ambassador
to Israel.

Kutner thinks Toronto is a perfect gateway for Israeli passenger “as
Israelis do not require entry visas to Canada and that both airlines
operate from the same terminal in Toronto (Terminal 3). 

In the US, El AL already has code share agreements with JetBlue,
American Airlines, Virgin America and various others. 

The agreement does not allow WestJet frequent flyer programme
members to get points on El Al flights they book (or vice versa) but
both companies believe that will change in the future.

MICHELLE GLASS (L),
CINDY LAZAR co-presi-
dents, Wpg. Section.

National Council of Jewish Women holds annual general meeting

Canadian rabbi reaches out to grave vandals
TORONTO (JTA) – A rabbi in Victoria is extending an olive branch

to vandals who desecrated five Jewish graves in British Columbia on
New Year’s Eve. 

“Did this person really know what it means?” asked Rabbi Harry
Brechner of the historic Congregation Emanu-El in Victoria on Jan.
3 as he stood amid gravestones that had been coated with solvent
and wrapped in plastic awaiting repair. “Did this person really know
what Nazism is?” he wondered in the Victoria Times-Colonist. 

The Victoria police are treating the desecration at the Emanu-El
cemetery as a hate crime and are appealing to the public for assis-
tance. The five tombstones were painted late on Dec. 31 with racist
graffiti, swastikas and, in at least one instance, a dollar sign. 

“I’m not hoping for punishment,” Rabbi Brechner was quoted as
saying. “I have disgust for the act, but I hope the person is someone
who can learn from this. Come clean the gravesites, and when you
are through, take a tour with me around the cemetery and meet
some of the people who lived through Nazism.” 

Victoria Police Constable Mike Russell said the incident does not
appear to be a simple act of vandalism. 

“It seems like it’s more of a targeted thing, where it’s placed and
what’s said,” he told the Times-Colonist. 

Gadhafi’s daughter hires Israeli lawyer
JERUSALEM (JTA) – The Israeli lawyer hired

by the daughter of Moammar Gadhafi has
asked the the International Criminal Court to
investigate the circumstances of the Libyan
ruler’s death. 

Nick Kaufman, an international lawyer in
Jerusalem and a former senior prosecutor at the
international court, last month petitioned
International Criminal Court prosecutor Jose
Luis Moreno Ocampo to look into Gadhafi’s
death. 

Gadhafi’s daughter Aisha fled Libya in August,
before her father reportedly was tortured and
killed after being uncovered by opposition rebel forces. 

‘’The images of this savagery were broadcast throughout the
world, causing my client severe emotional distress,” Kaufman wrote
in the request. 

Aisha Gadhafi is living in Algeria and has not been charged with
any crimes. 

Moammar Gadhafi never recognized the State of Israel. It has
been rumored that he had a Jewish grandmother.

AISHA 
GADHAFI



Wednesday, January 11, 2012, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   3

Community/World news

MMACHON
MADRICHIM

Machon Madrichim, Federation’s Teen
Leadership Institute, is flying high this
season. December was jam-packed with
various opportunities for this dynamic group
of high school students to demonstrate
their developing leadership skills. Seventeen
Machon participants were joined by the
3 Winnipeg BBYO Chapter presidents in
Edmonton in December, joining students from
Edmonton, Calgary, Saskatoon and Regina,
for the BBYO Convention. This opportunity to
meet new friends, share ideas and practice the
skills they’ve learned in leading activities with
other young leaders from Western Canada
was an outstanding learning experience, and
tons of fun.

Winnipeggers spent time with students
at Edmonton’s Jewish elementary school,
interacting and playing games focused on
Israel. They led three different sessions at the
Convention focused on getting to know each
other, sharing personal stories, and building
trust – all in a laughter-filled format.

Machon was also prominently involved with
the Rady JCC’s Community Chanukah Party,
where they planned and ran several activities
and provided 400 hand made latkes. They
also were the lead limousine in the Chabad

Chanukah Parade that travelled throughout
River Heights on the first night of Chanukah.
Machon Madrichim is a teen leadership
training institute run by the Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg under the direction of Dubi
Shlenger, an Israeli educator working in
Winnipeg for three years. Dubi has weekly
educational sessions with the 38 students,
who attend a number of different high schools,
and tries to offer an activity that is strictly
fun every 6-8 weeks. This group has made
a two year commitment to attend sessions
that increase their knowledge and skills and
become involved in community events with
various community agencies.

Upcoming events: January’s Media Training
Workshop with journalist Jordan Kerbel,
Together Under One Roof program at Etz
Chayim, and a combined Latte and Learning
with BBYO at Shaarey Zedek; February’s
supervision of a Shabbat afternoon session
at Gray Academy’s Grade 6 Shabbaton and a
visit to Festival du Voyageur.

For more information on Machon
Madrichim, please contact Dubi Shlenger
at dovshlenger@jewishwinnipeg.org or
477-7429.

Right-wing activists arrested for tracking Israeli troops
January 8, 2012

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Five right-wing activists were indicted on
charges of tracking the movements of Israeli troops in the West Bank.

The men also were charged Sunday by the Jerusalem Prosecutor's
Office with possessing classified military documents and planning an
attack on an Israeli army base.

They were from Yitzhar and Machrasha in the West Bank and from
Jerusalem, according to reports. They were arrested three weeks ago
in Jerusalem.

The men are alleged to have set up a large network of informants,
including active servicemen in the Israel Defense Forces, to track
troop movements in order to determine when they might be planning
to demolish illegal West Bank outposts. The group is alleged to be
responsible for the Dec. 12 attack on the Ephriam Brigade army base
in the northern West Bank.

Prosecutors asked that the five be held until trial. 

Britain warns Iran over Hormuz
January 6, 2012

(JTA) – Britain signaled it is prepared to use
force to keep the Strait of Hormuz open despite
Iranian threats.

In comments Thursday, British Defense
Secretary Philip Hammond said his country
would not tolerate an Iranian move to close the
34-mile waterway through which 20 percent of
the world's oil passes.

"Alongside the U.S. 5th Fleet in the Gulf, we
have naval assets, we have mine counter-mea-
sures capability, we have a frigate present there,
and we are an integrated part of the allied naval
task force in the Gulf and one of the missions of
that task force is to ensure that those shipping
lanes remain open," Hammond told Sky News.

Iran has made rumblings about closing the strait in recent days as

international sanctions have intensified over concerns about the
country's suspected nuclear weapons program. Earlier in the week,
Iran test-fired missiles in the course of several days of naval excercis-
es in the strait.

Also Thursday, the Israeli military announced it was gearing up for
a major missile defense excercise with American forces, the
Associated Press reported. The drill, which Israel said was planned
long before the Iranian excercises, will involve thousands of troops
and will test multiple missile defense systems. Officials of both coun-
tries said the excercises would be the largest-ever joint drill.

Muslim Brotherhood offered assurances on treaty, 
State Dept. says

January 6, 2012
(JTA) – The Muslim Brotherhood assured the United States it would

not break Egypt's peace treaty with Israel, according to the U.S. State
Department.

A State Department spokesperson said Thursday that the Islamist
political party had offered assurances it would not break Egypt's
1979 accord with Israel, despite statements to the contrary by a party
leader.

"We have had other assurances from the party with regard to their
commitment not only to universal human rights, but to the interna-
tional obligations that the government of Egypt has understaken,"
Victoria Nuland told reporters in Washington.

The rise of the Muslim Brotherhood in the wake of Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak's departure from power has raised con-
cerns that political reform in the Arab world's most populous coun-
try could lead to the emergence of a hostile regime that would depart
from its historic peace accord with the Jewish state.

In an interview published Sunday, Rashad Bayoumi, the party's
deputy leader, said the group will not recognize Israel "under any cir-
cumstance."

Asked about Bayoumi's comment, Nuland said he was but one
member of the Muslim Brotherhood and that the party would be
judged by what it does.

British Defense
Secretary
PHILIP

HAMMOND
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Today’s lesson, class, is about poor planning
- exaggerated expectations - and the uncom-
fortable silence that so many in our commu-
nity feel obliged to maintain over what they
perceive to be very risky ventures.

In this case I’m talking about both the
Canadian Museum for Human Rights and the
Asper Campus Lottery. While one pales in sig-
nificance compared with the other in terms of

the reverberations that will be felt, both should serve as case studies
of how poor planning led to unfortunate consequences.

At the same time, as with almost every ethnic community, there is a
reluctance on the part of many members of our own Jewish commu-
nity to publicly criticize decisions that affect our community, but that
may not have been thought through carefully enough.

In the case of the CMHR, the recent spate of bad news about short-
falls in funding, delayed opening dates, continued defections of high-
ranking personnel associated with the museum, and the entire state of
uncertainty surrounding that institution leave many of us wondering:
“Just what the hell’s going on?”

As our own recently-added gadfly columnist Marty Gold notes in his
column in this issue, there has been trenchant criticism of the CMHR
for quite a long time now from one observer in particular, known as
“The Black Rod”. Whoever that individual (or individuals) may be, his
(or her) ongoing attacks on the CMHR (that can be readily found on
the internet)  have been backed up with thorough analysis. While a
certain proportion of the Black Rod’s critiques of the museum have to
do with the attention it will pay to the Holocaust, the bulk of his (or
her) writing has been about the huge cost overruns that have repeat-
edly been associated with the CMHR.

Perhaps because, as Jews, so many of us felt a special pride that
there was going to be a national institution built right here in
Winnipeg that would pay particular attention to the Holocaust, we
were willing to overlook what were becoming increasingly obvious
problems with the construction of the museum and its costs. 

Yet, the debate over the museum, which has become especially vir-
ulent since it was disclosed that its new cost has now soared to $357
million from an original cost of $270 million in 2003, now seems to
have transformed itself into a form of class warfare. Defenders of the
CMHR have fallen back on such arguments as that it is a “legacy pro-
ject” and that other national institutions have also run up huge cost
overruns. Those kinds of arguments do not wear well with the vast
majority of the population. In fact, it might be better for defenders of
the museum to maintain a steely silence than to trot out those kinds of
paternalistic arguments.

The content of the
museum seems to be
in a constant state of
flux. For instance, at
the November AGM -
something that the
museum was required
to hold, by the way, it
was disclosed that the
Holocaust gallery,
which Izzy Asper
originally envisioned
as a major component
of the CMHR, is now
going to be part of a
gallery that will also
include the Armenian
genocide at the hands
of the Turks in 1910,
and the Ukrainian
Holodomor. 

Clearly compromis-
es have been made
and will continue to
be made, both over
the construction of
the museum and its
content. Who knows
how it will turn out in
the end? 

Regardless what the
future may hold for
this very troubled pro-
ject, there is no need

for Jews to remain
steadfastly silent as
the troubles for the
CMHR mount, nor do
we have to join in
lockstep in its
defense. 

Similarly, now is
the time to have a
discussion of what
exactly went wrong
with the Asper
Campus Lottery. As
with the CMHR,
unrealistic expecta-
tions, perhaps fueled
by exaggerated pre-
dictions of how
things would turn
out, have left the
Gray Academy and
the Rady JCC in pre-
carious financial situ-
ations, through no fault of their own. The individuals on the Asper
Campus Board who were responsible for forcing this poorly conceived
lottery on the organizations that rent space in the Campus should have
to answer for their decisions.

*****
There is some positive news emanating from the Simkin Centre. It

seems that interim CEO Jan Currie has gone out of her way to ingrati-
ate herself both with employees of the home and family members. No
doubt, as an experienced and highly praised administrator, Currie
knows a thing or two about the proper way to run a nursing home. 

Again, though, she’s only there until the end of March, and half-time
at that. The uncertainty over CEO Sandra Delorme’s status (She is cur-
rently on “medical leave”.) hangs over the home like the sword of
Damocles. 

Adding to the entire anxiety that so many of us have felt over the
Simkin Centre’s many troubles this past 14 months is the fact that the
third phase of development of the Simkin Centre, which would have
been announced by now, has been put on indefinite hold. That phase,
which would see the construction of an entire new development
housing assisted living units, is something sorely needed in our aging
community.

Wouldn’t it be nice if this Sandra Delorme imbroglio would simply
disappear, the Simkin Centre could hire a new CEO who could instill
new pride into that once cherished institution, and the next great
phase of development of the Simkin Centre could begin?

*****
Elsewhere in this issue, we have two interesting commentaries on

the situation in Israel - from two of our regular contributors who are
as different in their backgrounds as night and day: Rabbi Avrohom
Altein and Sam Bahour, a Palestinian businessman whose insightful
observations on life in the occupied territories offers a somehat differ-
ent perspective than we are used to reading in Jewish newspapers.

Rabbi Altein delves into the vexing issue of the increasing tension
between “Haredim” and non-Orthodox in Israel. His enlightened
observations about violence between Jews serve to demonstrate the
nuanced understanding of both history and halachah that Rabbi Altein
always brings to bear in his commentaries.

As for Sam Bahour - his analysis of the reality of the so-called
Palestinian “economy” reminds us that there is an entirely different
perspective to what is going on in that part of the world. Of course we
tend to focus on the security aspect of Israel’s relationship with the
Palestinians, but there are realities of everyday lives, for both
Palestinians and Israelis, that we also need to address.

This newspaper has, for the most part, deliberately lessened its focus
on news from Israel over the past few years. There are a number of rea-
sons for this, including the fact that most of our readers are so well-
informed by a great many other sources that much of what we would
have to report would be redundant.

Instead, however, we have attempted to provide thoughtful analysis
about various aspects of news from the Middle East - from a diverse
array of commentators. Some of those analyses are deliberately
provocative, especially Sam Bahour’s. It is a reflection of our readers’
sophistication, however, that, for the most part, Bahour’s commen-
taries have not provoked the kind of hostile reaction that one might
have expected, and would be sure to be seen in a far more conserva-
tive newspaper, such as The Canadian Jewish News.
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Support for Sandy Rubinfeld
Thank you for publishing the “comment” by Sandy

Rubinfeld (Dec. 28 issue). I appreciate the way the
critique has separated all the points of contention
and commented on his biases. It could not have been
done better. 
Dianne Glass

A notable Manitoban
I was reading today’s (Dec. 31st) Winnipeg Free

Press and in particular the FYI section that dealt with
the passing this year of prominent citizens of our
faith, Albert Cohen, Babs Asper and Harry Walsh.
Then there appeared the bold headline “Notable
Manitobans who Died in 2011”.

To my surprise, but with genuine justification, was
my wife of 54 years name - Zelma Zitzerman. It stat-
ed: “She loved writing and wrote children’s books
using characters she came up with while making up
stories for her own children. One of her characters,
Trumpet the Elephant, later starred in a comic strip,
which ran in 55 Gannet newspapers.”

There were 3 other names mentioned: Abe Arnold,
Howard Levine and Esther Genser. In total 7 mem-
bers of our faith.

I am so proud of this recognition. Her first yahrzeit
is only a few weeks away. What is so astonishing is
that Zelma personally knew each of the 7 persons
and interacted with them at various times during hers
and their lives - on so many diverse occasions,
whether social, political, cultural or financial. She
was loved by many. She did many things. She con-
quered many hearts, not the least of which was the
person or persons who included her as a “Notable
Manitoba”. Yasher koach Lady Zelma!
Saul B. Zitzerman

Presenting the “credentials” of We Day defender

Comment/Israel news

(I am advised by the editor of The
Jewish Post and News that both the op-ed
and caption of Dec. 28th, in which I was
personally and professionally attacked,
was penned by the author and was
unedited. Accordingly this response will
deal solely with Sandy Rubinfeld and her
defamatory and misleading content.)

A primary rule of op-ed pieces is that
the title must relate to the essay.
Unfortunately Sandy Rubinfeld failed and
with good reason. Her op-ed column
about my ‘We Day’ analysis could not
illustrate a single shred of evidence I am
in any way a “failed” operative of the
Conservative party, and she cannot
because it is an utterly false statement. I
have never been employed by any
Conservative party, at any time. This is but
the first example when it comes to the
failed accuracy of her hysterical attack. 

Rubinfeld’s personal attacks on me
included being “rabid”, “deluded”,
“mean-spirited”, with “a perverse and
cynical attitude” and “extreme paranoia”
coming from a “hateful place” to the right
of “Attila the Hun” and that Steven
Harper is my “role-model”. Clearly
Rubinfeld did not let facts get in the way
of her agenda, particularly regarding my
being a hack for Stephen Harper. I will
assist her search for truth.

According to Google, there were ZERO
hits for “Marty Gold” + “Stephen
Harper”. 

There was not a single example to be
found where I once, in 5 years of broad-
casting and podcasting, showcased,
headlined, or featured Stephen Harper on
my website. 

The fact is that my political role model
is, if anyone, Joe Zuken. That’s right, the
former Communist alderman and city
councillor for my childhood north-end
neighborhood. Her claims about my pol-
itics could not be more deluded. The
accusation that “it tortures Marty Gold
when anyone who is not aligned with the
right gets credit for anything” exposes
Rubinfeld as a person with no knowledge
of my media career or of me personally. 

I alone on Winnipeg radio gave mayoral
hopeful Judy Wasylycia-Leis 85 and 90
minutes long interviews - that’s almost 3
hours of airtime; gave NDP leadership
candidate Steve Ashton 75 minutes; gave
ample interview time, credit and criti-
cism to left wing city councillors such as
John Orlikow (River Heights), Jenny
Gerbasi (Fort Rouge), and the late Harry
Lazarenko (Mynarski); and Coun. Harvey
Smith (Daniel McIntyre) not only made
innumerable in – studio and phone
appearances, I gave Harvey all the credit
in the world for winning re-election
despite being stabbed in the back by the
NDP puppetmasters.

My premise in the column was simple:
having failed to garner support from the
parents as voters, failed aging left-wing
leaders are being foisted as visionaries
and heroic figures upon the next genera-
tion of voters - children, a very identifi-
able purpose to anyone who is the least
bit politically savvy. The “not a lot in
common” between Gore and Martin is
obvious to everyone but Rubinfeld - they
want to stop the surging political right in
North America, and will pander to chil-
dren to do so.

Although Rubinfeld called my use of
internet records to bring forward com-

ments critical of Al Gore and Paul Martin
”poor, cynical and irresponsible report-
ing”. I again resort to the internet as a
legitimate journalism tool, for her own
credentials as a biased commentator are
easily found online in her own writings:

May 1, 2011 at 3:19 p.m. · Like ·
Comment 

Sandy Rubinfeld To defeat our Slime
Minister & his Harpercrite Conservatives,
in some ridings we should vote strategi-
cally. While the Orange Crush is person-
ally thrilling to me, I’d hate to see Harper
sneak in a majority through split votes! In
Winnipeg, this means in the St. Boniface
riding, support Liberal Ray Simard to oust
the odious Shelly Glover.

Sandy Rubinfeld There was this
absolute tripe garbage in the Winnipeg
Free Press, by some right-wing columnist
Marilyn Baker, asserting that the prorogue
coverage was biased. (View from the
West). Oh, how my left-wing heart bleeds
when I see ultra right-wingers seeing con-
spiracy from what they disdainfully refer
to as ‘the mainstream media’ and their so-
called ‘liberal bias’, every time the media
is critical of Harper and his sycophants.
NOT!

Sandy Rubinfeld I’m hoping some of
you awesome activists will be able to
attend this silent protest, noon tomorrow
(Sunday) @ U of W, as the repugnant,
xenophobic, homophobic and narrow-
minded Vic Toews receives an honorary
degree from U of W.

None of my newspaper columns or
commentaries online have resorted to
calling elected officials of any party
“slime”, “odious” or “repugnant” to try to
sway readers to my point of view.

Lastly, I address her deeply offensive
personal attack that I am undeserving of
“a modicum of respect” for my alleged
failure “to perform Mitzvot” while criti-
cizing those she claims are doing so (by
organizing the We Day propaganda event
I assume). The attack on my Jewishness
marks a new, shameful low in the level of
discourse coming from the far left, some
of whom will resort to any kind of vile
accusation to silence opposing views, as
reasonable people in our city recognize
and reject.

Only days before the publication, I
awoke at dawn to deliver gifts on
Christmas morning at the women’s shel-
ter, bringing gifts and good cheer to
abused women and their young children
who are also victims of domestic vio-
lence. It was my second year of playing
the role of Santa Claus at Osborne
House. 

I take second place to no one, least of
all the Rebbitzen Rubinfeld, in perform-
ing Mitzvot in our community. 
Marty Gold

PS: I note that despite her protest that
she “cannot stay silent when someone is
falsely accused”, Rubinfeld did just that
when Red River College lied to the
Jewish community in November 2010 to
cover-up the connection of the College
president and her complaining friends at
the Winnipeg Free Press with the illegal
cancellation of my campus radio pro-
gram. I can’t wait for Sandy Rubinfeld to
demonstrate her commitment to her prin-
ciples, and publicly speak out against the
violation of my free speech and human
rights by the College, its agents at Kick-
FM, and the Free Press. 

Nearly 700 rockets, mortars hit Israel in 2011
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Some 680 rockets, mortars

and long-range missiles were fired at southern
Israel in 2011, according to the Israeli military. 

On Thursday, the Israel Defense Forces
spokesman released the figures compiled by the
Home Front Command. 

Eighty long-range Grad missiles, which also have
a more lethal payload, were fired at Israel in 2011
compared to two the previous year. Five rockets fell
on or next to buildings. Nearly one-third of the
rockets fell during 15 days. 

In addition to the siren early warning system, the
Home Front Command is working to implement
warning systems using mobile phones, the Internet
and television, according to the IDF. 

Olmert indicted in Holyland scandal
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Former Israeli Prime Minister

Ehud Olmert has been indicted on bribery charges
in one of Israel’s largest corruption scandals. 

The indictment filed Thursday accuses Olmert of
accepting hundreds of thousands of dollars in
bribes during the construction of the Holyland
apartment project in Jerusalem when he was mayor
of Jerusalem and then later Israel’s trade minister. 

Seventeen others also were indicted in the case,
including Olmert’s former bureau chief Shula
Zaken and Olmert’s successor as Jerusalem mayor,
Uri Lupolianski. 

Olmert is on trial currently in three other cases:
for allegedly paying for family vacations by double
billing Jewish organizations through the Rishon
Tours travel agency; for allegedly accepting
envelopes full of cash from American businessman
Morris Talansky; and for allegedly granting person-
al favors to attorney Uri Messer when he served as
trade minister in the Investment Center case. 

The ex-Israeli leader is charged with fraud, breach
of trust, falsifying corporate records and tax eva-
sion. He has pleaded not guilty on all the charges. 

Olmert is the first former Israeli prime minister to
stand trial. He resigned as prime minister in
September 2008 after police investigators recom-
mended that he be indicted.
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In her latest published work, Nurit Drory has
turned from humour to poetry. Drory launched
“Limestone Lace” on November 30 at McNally
Robinson to a full house and sold 28 copies of
the 110-page volume of poems. The evening
featured Drory’s daughter, Cheryl Kives and
fellow poet/writers Ron Romanowski, and John
Baillie reading one poem each from her book
- and her husband, Sam Knacker, playing the
harmonica for half an hour. 

“Limestone Lace”, she notes, made it to number 5 on McNally
Robinson’s best seller list for that week.

Drory launched her first book, “Dressed in Full Smiles”, at McNally
Robinson in 2007. This second volume, she notes, took longer than
expected because she was a little less confident about her poetry than her
humourous writings – although she has been writing poetry for 25 years. 

In 2008, she says, she enrolled in the creative writing program at the
University of Winnipeg and learned how to revise her poems. The next
year, she sounded out a number of friends who were poets to get their
advice. 

“They told me that
the most important
thing about writing
poetry is to be true
to yourself,” she
says. “They said that
the rhyming isn’t as
important as getting
out what you want
to say.”

She got help also
from fellow poet
John H. Baillie in
sequencing and
organizing her
poems. “Limestone
:Lace” is organized
in seven themed
parts.

Drory notes that
Baillie’s wife, Renee
Beaubien, took the
photo that the book
cover is based on.
“It’s a beautiful book
cover,” Drory says.
“People really seem
to like the poems.”

She says she is not
sure yet what her
next project will be
– although she keeps
herself motivated
through participa-
tion in an open mike
night once a month
as well as member-
ship in a writer’s
workshop.

* * *
On Tuesday,

January 17, writer
Melissa Steel will be
at the Rady Centre
reading from her
short story, “Mimsy
and Boyo”, as part of
the popular “Music
and Mavens” series.
Although the story is
fiction, she notes, it
is based on her fond
childhood memories
of holiday family
gatherings at her
step-grandparents
home in River
Heights.

Last year, Steel was
the Winnipeg Public
Library’s writer-in-
Residence for the

year (October 2010
to April, 2011). “That
was a lot of fun,” she
says. “I got to help a
number of prospec-
tive writers who
brought in their
manuscripts. I read
at least 100 manu-
scripts. I also lead
workshops and
appeared at schools
in Brandon, Morris
and Virden.

“It’s nice being
able to teach people
without having to
grade them,” she
adds. 

(She has been a
sessional lecturer in
Creative Writing at
the University of
Manitoba for the
past 20 years.)

Steel is the younger
sister of City
Councillor Jenny
Gerbasi. Their father
was a Professor of
English at the
University of
Manitoba. She grew
up here after the
family moved to
W i n n i p e g
from Los
A n g e l e s .
Although she
has an MA
from Concor-
dia University
in Montreal,
she has live in
Winnipeg for
most of her
life.

Steel has
two published
collections of
short stories.
“Donut Shop
Lovers” and
Beautiful Girl
Thumb”, b oth of which  were both published by Turnstone Press, the
most recent one in 1999.

“I have always written” she says. “And I have always been interest-
ed in other people and what motivates their decisions.”

What she likes about writing fiction, she notes, is that the author can
express a number of different viewpoints from different characters.
“It’s a reflection of life,” she observes. “Life is a multiplicity of voices.”

She is also interested in crosscultural and intergenerational themes.
“I try to write every day,” she says. 
For readers who are interested in pursuing writing careers, she rec-

ommends reading a lot. “You have to be curious,” she says. “And don’t
expect fame.” 

* * *
On Thursday, December 29, family members and residents of Amber

Meadows assembled in the foyer of the north Winnipeg assisted living
residence to enjoy a concert by Mira Kessler in honour of her baba,
Miriam Zucker, a long time Amber Meadows resident.

Assisted by her mother, Sheva Zucker, the 17-year-old Kessler sang
a selection of songs from Broadway as well as some Yiddish numbers
for the appreciative audience in a clear, pleasant voice and also pro-
vided context for the songs.

Kessler and her family – her father, Sandy Kessler, is a university pro-
fessor – live in Raleigh, North Carolina, where the aspiring performer
attends high school. She says that she has been taking voice lessons
for the past six years and hopes to be accepted into a university the-
atre arts program after finishing Grade 12 this June. She has done
some acting in high school dramas and has participated in Holocaust
Memorial services in Raleigh.

NURIT DRORY: “They told me that the most
important thing about writing poetry is to be
true to your self.”

MELISSA STEEL: “I have always been inter-
ested in other people and what motivates
their decisions.”

(l-r): SHEVA ZUCKER, SANDY KESSLER, MIRA
KESSLER and MIRIAM ZUCKER

Nurit Drory launches first book of poetry

GWENN SECTERR CREATIVEE LIVINGG CENTRE

15888 MAINN STREET

A VARIETY OF KOSHER PREPARED FOODS

FOR TAKE-OUT YEAR ROUND

SHIVA MEALS, MEALS OF CONSOLATION,

UNVEILING RECEPTIONS

FABULOUSS FOOD-REASONABLEE PRICES!

CALL TO ORDER IN ADVANCE

339-1701
(UNDER SUPERVISION OF ORTHODOX UNION)

“T“THEHE YYIDDISHIDDISH HHOUROUR””
every Sunday

from 1:30 pm - 2:30 pm on

Each week the first half hour is in English,
with the second half hour in Yiddish,

hosted by Rochelle Zucker
Funded by the Peretz School Endowment Fund

The Grant & Wilton Coffee House
is pleased to present

AMY BISHOP IN CONCERT

SATURDAY, JAN. 14 AT 7:30 PM
Doors open at 7:00 pm, Tickets $10,

Tel: 488-0207
1077 Grant and Wilton,
in Temple Shalom Hall

across from Grant Park Shopping Centre
(more parking up the ramp west of building)

Bring friends & famiy for a coffee/tea
and a munchie (included)

Come for a casual evening of fun set to music

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE



Canadians have earned a reputation for
being apologetic to a fault. A Canadian has
been described as a person who, after
bumping into a door, will turn to the door
and say “Excuse me”. Apologizing to a
door is obviously silly but it does reflect a
person’s willingness to accept responsibili-
ty for past behaviour. 

The unwillingness of individuals to
accept personal responsibility for past action is not uncommon.
Lawyers often endeavour to exculpate clients by appeal to a prob-
lematic childhood. An unsuccessful lawsuit was filed against Ford
Motor Company by the estate of a driver who collided with a tree
while driving a Ford vehicle. The lawsuit claimed that if the steering
column had been secured by a metallic device instead of one made
of plastic, the steering column would not have become detached
and the driver would have survived. The fact that the deceased dri-
ver was driving while drunk and while his license was suspended
was not emphasized by the lawyer representing his estate.

While accepting personal responsibility for one’s actions is laud-
able, having to accept responsibility for actions of others in a
bygone era is controversial. Canada’s public apologies with mone-
tary compensation, for immoral action by earlier generations, has
gathered momentum in recent years. The Canadian government has
formally apologized and provided compensation for the incarcera-
tion and property confiscation of Canadians of Japanese origin dur-
ing World War II, for the “head tax” levied upon Chinese immi-
grants a century before and for the physical and cultural abuses
inflicted upon Aboriginal school children who were forced to attend
residential schools. In 2011, the President of the University of
Manitoba apologized for the role played by his university in training
the teachers who taught in residential schools. 

Once the Pandora’s Box of public apologies for ancestral misdeeds

has been opened, the invitation to scrutinize other historic wrongs
can hardly be revoked. In this spirit, a belated apology by the
Government of Canada for its failure to allow the St. Louis ship to
dock in Halifax harbour, with its cargo of more than 900 Jewish
refugees who were desperately trying to escape slaughter at the
hand of the Nazis in Germany in May 1939, is unquestionably war-
ranted. Likewise, an official apology by the Government of Canada
for its rejection of 99.5% of the German Jews who applied for polit-
ical asylum between 1933 and 1939 – 4,000 acceptances among
the 800,000 who applied to save their life – also warrants a belated
apology. An apology by the University of Manitoba for its morally
reprehensible policy that continued into the 1950’s – imposing an
annual quota for the number of qualified Jewish applicants to be
admitted to its Faculty of Medicine – also seems long overdue. 

The assumption of national responsibility for historic wrongs is far
from uniform among the nations of the world. In the 1950’s, Konrad
Adenauer sought to rehabilitate Germany’s reputation and foster its
acceptance as a civilized nation by establishing a reparations poli-
cy (“wiedergutmachen”) that offered monetary restitution to
Holocaust survivors and to Israel. On the other hand, Japan has
never apologized for the sexual enslavement of Chinese and Korean
women during WWII while Turkey refuses to even acknowledge the
genocide committed by the Ottoman Empire against 1.5 million
Armenians in 1910.

A public apology for an historic injustice is, in fact, no more than
a step in the process of reconciliation between those whose ances-
tors committed a wrong and the descendants of their victims. The
prior step is an acceptance and acknowledgement of the wrong by
the perpetrators or their descendants while the subsequent steps are
the payment of symbolic or substantive compensation, together
with a solemn commitment to avoid similar transgressions in the
future. Public apologies seem to be worthwhile only if they are
indeed part of this entire package. 
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Chana Thau

The well-known
theory of “six
degrees of separa-
tion” postulates that
no one is more than
six steps away from
any other person on
Earth, but when it
comes to Winnipeg,

there are definitely fewer than six steps, as
evidenced by the story of Hani Zakaria, the
young actor who played Paris in MTC’s recent
production of “Romeo and Juliet”. Hani has
many Jewish and Winnipeg connections,
involving very few degrees of separation. 

How does a young Palestinian Canadian
actor come to be staying at the Crescentwood
home of a Jewish Winnipegger and her
Israeli-born husband? 

Through former Winnipegger (and beloved
BB Camp nurse) Miriam Jacobson, the mutu-
al friend of Hani’s mother, Hania Awad and
Gayle Marcus. They had met in Toronto and
when Gayle found out Hani was coming to
work in Winnipeg, she and her husband
opened their home to him for the duration of
his two-month stint in Winnipeg. Director
Steven Schipper set the play in present-day
Jerusalem, with Muslim Capulets and Jewish
Montagues. 

The potentially- controversial issue was
treated with great sensitivity, with the
assistance of consultants from both reli-
gions. Hani comments proudly that his
mother is a founding member of a
women’s Arab-Jewish dialogue group,
“Together in Hope”, which was started
two years ago to address issues such as
the right of return, nationality laws and
how the two sides can work together to
reduce tensions. 

Hani and his brother, Farid, were born
in Ontario to Marwan Zakaria, a Syrian,
and Hania Awad, a Palestinian from
Ramallah, who met while studying engi-
neering at McGill University. The brothers
were raised in the Toronto area, largely by
their mother, after the parents divorced
when the boys were still in elementary
school. Hani attended French immersion
school in Thornhill, a neighbourhood and
school that were “95% Jewish”, so he had
many Jewish friends from early on. He
and his mom had no trouble with that. 

His mother, while raising him to identi-
fy as a Palestinian, felt that his associa-
tions and the many Jewish holiday meals
and bar/bat mitzvahs he attended were

part and parcel of raising a child in Canada.
At the same time, since her parents live in
Ramallah, she and her sons were always trav-
elling back and forth. When asked about reli-
gious observance, Hani’s response has much
in common with young Jewish-Canadian
peers. He feels that his own and his family’s
observance is “very progressive, modern”.
While he identifies as a Muslim, he takes
from it values that are universal and rarely
goes to a mosque. He and his brother intend
to marry “for love”.

It turns out that Hani has other connections
to Judaism – in fact, his paternal grandmoth-
er was a Jew! His father, Marwan, is very
interested in genealogy. After Marwan’s
grandfather, Shafiq, died, he discovered that
his grandmother, Shafiq’s wife, had been
Jewish. Shafiq had gone to study medicine in
Paris, where he fell in love with Jeanne Sarah
Dreyfus (a relative of the famous Albert
Dreyfus who, in the late 1890’s, was falsely
accused of treason and imprisoned for sever-
al years on Devil’s Island). She moved to
Syria to marry him and they had four sons.
Given the political climate in Syria, her
Jewishness was kept a secret. When I asked
Hani how he felt when, as a boy of ten, he
found this out, he replied that he used it to
show his friends that he was part Jewish.
Moreover, it meant that he had the status of
being distantly related to Julia Louis-Dreyfus,
of “Seinfeld” fame.

How did he find Winnipeg? Hani says, “I
really like the city – the people here are so
nice. Obviously, staying with Gayle and Ira, I
feel very comfortable at home, and we’re
treated very well by the MTC. It’s been a great
experience – a very steep learning curve as
well [given my] being such a young actor.”
He capped his Winnipeg experience by going
horseback riding twice with Pash, a Toronto
friend who came to see the play, so she could
fully experience the “Wild West”.

While Romeo and Juliet deals with the
issues of teenage sex and suicide and, in this
production, underlying politics, at the end of
the day, “it’s a love story, not a political play”,
Hani emphasizes. There are many common-
alities between Judaism and Islam, the main
ones being that they are Abrahamic religions
and that both have strong religious and emo-
tional ties to the lands of Israel/ Palestine. The
play brings out the universal features of mis-
communication, misunderstanding and hos-
tility in families and in larger communities.
Both Hani’s personal story and this incarna-
tion of the play offer the hope that, as the
MTC website puts it, “compassion and love,
rather than conflict and violence, have the
power to heal and redeem us.”

HANI ZAKARIA: “It’s been a great experi-
ence – a very steep learning curve as well
[given my] being such a young actor.”

“Two degrees of separation”

United Jewish People’s Order
and

Association of United Ukrainian
Canadians

PUBLIC FORUM:

The North End-
The Good – and the Bad

PANELISTS:
Kevin Chief – Member of the Legislature for Point Douglas

Dr. Jim Silver - Co-Director - University of Winnipeg’s Urban
and Inner-City Studies program

Sel Burrows – Community Resident and Activist

Cindy Coker – Executive Director – SEED Winnipeg, Inc.

The storied North End of Winnipeg can be proud of its many assets –

people who work hard and contribute to the economy and cultural
fabric of our city, people who study to improve themselves and their

families, businesses that support the community. But the negative

consequences of poverty, residential schools and discrimination are

also evident in the North End. Our panelists will discuss how the North
End is changing and how the people who live here are trying to make

it better.

Sunday, January 15
1:30 – 3:30 p.m.

Ivan Franko Manor
200 McGregor St. (near Manitoba Ave.)

Admission: $5.00 Refreshments will be served

For further information, call Roz Usiskin at 582-8512 or Lily Stearns at 488-1008.

By

CHANA THAU



The wheels of the
bus starting falling off
for the Canadian
Museum for Human
Rights as 2011 came
to a close, and the
increasing scepticism
and criticism of the
skyrocketing museum

costs has begun to take root among a broad
range of critics in the city. The emergency cam-
paign of the friends (in the local mainstream
media) of the Friends (of the Museum) to change
the argument only made things worse as it
exposed the selective reporting that has turned
more and more people against a bailout.

Among the leading sources of information
and analysis of the precarious financial standing
of the museum has been the alternative media.
To this day, the mainstream media has failed to
report on not one, but two unannounced tax
breaks for the Museum that city officials hoped
would be kept secret - until the Black Rod blog
(www.blackrod.blogspot.com) published the
facts.

Surprised? You should be, for the city has done
something for the museum that was previously
unknown in the realm of property taxes.

Normally, penalties accrue on tax arrears
according to a formula that amounts to about
24% annually for the normal overdue bill. Not
for the pet project of millionaires. 

On December 23rd the Black Rod wrote :
“We told you this week that some unknown

Fairy Godmother at City Hall secretly wiped out
$118,000 from the museum’s property tax bill.
That act saved the museum which won’t, or
can’t, pay its taxes from being put up for tax sale
in the event it fails to pay in 2012 for the third
year in a row.

We’ve since learned that the CMHR is getting
even more special treatment from the
Winnipeg tax department. 

The museum is the only property in the entire
city that is exempt from penalties for non-pay-
ment of property taxes. More than $50,000 in
penalties should have been added to the muse-
um’s outstanding tax arrears last year, but was-
n’t.”

The blog also revealed the actual categories in
which the failing mega-project is facing a short-
fall, and exposed how mainstream outlets
parceled out the figures in terminology that
made it impossible for the people expected to
foot the bill to tally.

There was a $45 million dollar construction
overrun in 2009, of which fundraising only cov-
ered $25 Million (net shortfall of $20M); anoth-

er $41M current shortfall confessed to in the
Free Press about the time the Chair, Arni
Thorsteinson, departed; $2 million raised that
never actually went to the museum because it
was kicked-back to the Friends to underwrite
their fundraising efforts; $29M in uncollected
pledges which may have conditions attached
that could result in them NEVER being deposit-
ed, and the total cash needed was up to $92
million dollars - without counting untendered
work still to be done.

The Black Rod presented a grand total that the
Free Press never mentioned when it insisted that
the federal government had to pay the price,
regardless of previous promises to Parliament
that the panhandling by the Friends would stop:
$127 - $162 million.

The blog also explained why so many were
relieved the proposal for a loan guarantee from
the public purse was blocked by the feds: “A
loan implies it will be repaid. There’s absolutely
no hope the museum backers can repay any-
thing.”

Given how the true debt being faced was
never broached at the Orwellian public meet-
ing in December (let alone the secret tax
breaks), public opposition to more federal fund-
ing for the project has reached a crescendo.
Trying to sell the public on increasing its
“investment” in the Museum based on its
”inspiring” qualities, as attempted by a noted
architect in a newspaper column, only served to
fuel taxpayer outrage towards the upper crust of
society involved with the white elephant, for
whom concepts such as sticking to budgets and
being held accountable in tough times seem
foreign.

We are faced with a scenario that, without
more tax dollars, the building could sit idle any-
where from six years (the Free Press estimate) to
25 years (which is the Black Rod estimate). The
Black Rod’s  prognostications about repeated
delays, spiralling costs and predictable excuses
have been notably accurate for the past few
years.

If the Black Rod continues to have the best
crystal ball in the media, the Harper govern-
ment might yet treat the CMHR as it does other
publicly funded enterprises that go far off the
rails and, as it did with a remote First Nations
band, stop construction and  order third party
management.  That might lead to a potentially
fatal audit of the pricey expenditures and
administrative practices of a museum that has
finally exhausted the patience and resources of
Canadian taxpayers, who see greater needs
among the poor and needy in this society than
a monument to the CMHR supporters’
grandiose “vision”.

“We told you this week that some
unknown Fairy Godmother at City
Hall secretly wiped out $118,000
from the museum’s property tax
bill. That act saved the museum

which won’t, or can’t, pay its taxes
from being put up for tax sale in

the event it fails to pay in 2012 for
the third year in a row.”
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CMHR hits $120 million-plus wall of taxpayer resistance

416.966.1100
1.800.494.0389

www.romspen.com

162 Cumberland Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3N5

Invest in Romspen and reap the benefits.

In a world of uncertainty, global upheaval, rock bottom interest rates

and an unpredictable economy, the world of Romspen has remained

steadfast and true. At a certain time in your life, it becomes harder 

to wait for the profits from stock markets that are up and down like 

a roller coaster. We reach a place where our investments need to

generate monthly income and peace of mind. The Romspen

Mortgage Investment Fund can help you maintain your hard earned

wealth. In fact, it has never failed to do that! Call us to receive an

information package or visit www.romspen.com.

Long Bonds 21%
Romspen 30%

T-bills 3%
S&P/TSX 6%

3 Year Accumulated 
Compound Return (2008-2011)

Source: Statistics Canada, Bank of Canada, RMIF Annual Report

Commercial First Mortgages • Monthly Income Distribution • RRSP and RRIF Eligible

BROCK CORYDON SCHOOL
AND DAYCARE

Registration Open House
2012-2013 School Year

English & Hebrew Bilingual Program

THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 2012
BROCK CORYDON SCHOOL

1510 CORYDON AVE
7:00-8:30 p.m. 

For more information call 488-4422
or

Visit our website at http://www.wsd1.org/brockcorydon

By

MARTY GOLD



The fall suicide of Jamie
Hubley (15), a boy target-
ed for being openly gay at
his Ottawa school,
touched a nerve with
teens from around North
America with an outpour
ing of tribute songs,
videos, and messages

flooding the internet.
His untimely death helped spur Ontario’s

McGuinty government into introducing new anti-
bullying legislation, allowing schools to permanent-
ly expel students for bullying.

ItGetsBetter.org is an online video-sharing website
started in 2010 by columnist and author Dan
Savage. The campaign relies on social media to give
LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and
Queer/Questioning) youth enduring homophobic
bullying and abuse a sense of community and hope
for the future.

An ensuing memorial video released by
Conservative government members sparked a
firestorm of controversy concerning homophobic
bullying. 

“It’s no longer good enough for us to tell kids who
are different that it’s going to get better. We have to
make it better now,” said Rick Mercer, host of  the CBC series “The Rick
Mercer Report”, during a recent show. 

Growing up in the Winnipeg school system, Joshua Malam (today 28)
recalls regularly hearing students call one another a “fag” or commenting
that something is “so gay,” noting that, as a gay youth, he was “pretty afraid
of coming out.” 

Malam became a practicing Jew, going to an orthodox shul and attend-
ing Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate. “I guess I was trying to hide my identity. I
became pretty homophobic myself, trying to separate myself as far as pos-
sible from what I was actually feeling inside.

“I was pretty down and depressed, trying to hide behind religion, and
thinking to just go through the motions and do what was expected – get
married to a woman and have children.”

Malam recalled that when Glenn Murray was running for his second
term in office as Winnipeg mayor, “There were a bunch of adults in the
room discussing someone’s sexual orientation in a derogatory manner in a
so called civilized manner. 

“The rabbi stood up and spoke out against him, not because he [Murray]
was gay, but because he was publicly gay. He said we shouldn’t vote for
him, and how it’s wrong and is a disgusting thing. This was a practicing
rabbi who preached that we should be loving to one another, love thy
neighbour, be respectful of politicians, and be grateful to the country for
allowing us to have such a free and peaceful life, being Jews in the
Diaspora. Yet, this rabbi spoke such poison about another person.”

From that point on, Malam found he could no longer
hide who he was, and at the age of 16 decided to steer
away from a more religious life and come out about his
being gay.

Malam was called a “fag” by another student when he
refused to give him a cigarette, recalling, “He came to
school the next day with a black eye, so I obviously had
some big brothers looking out for me in school.”

A much more reverberating memory for Malam was
the first day of classes in Grade 12 at Kelvin High School.
“It was the only other time I ever walked into a room and
felt all eyes on me with tense hatred in the air. 

“We had this World Issues class, and I could feel all
these football jocks’ eyes on me – how disgusted they
were and what they were mouthing to each other. I’m a
little bit deaf, so I happen to read a little bit of lips. I was
like the elephant in the room. The teacher just continued
lecturing.” 

Malam spoke to a guidance counsellor, and was asked
to wait until the next day to see what the teacher would
do. “The next day, I walked into class, and the teacher
waited a few minutes after the class bell had rung, just
holding up this newspaper article, not acknowledging or
responding to anyone.”

The article was about a young Catholic girl who was
walking to school with her mother in a Protestant area of
Northern Ireland. All the kids would throw rocks at her

and call her and her mother names. Malam recalled, “Everyone just looked
at it with jaws dropped.

“The teacher began asking who could do this to a woman, to a black kid,
an Asian kid, and went through the list...and finally he asked who would
do this to someone who is gay. And, all of the sudden, it was like a light
went on in their heads. That was probably the most powerful form of com-
bating homophobia I ever saw.”

Still, Malam knows people who were beaten black and blue by kids they
went to school with, as well as those who hid their sexuality so deeply that
they ended up hurting themselves in horrific ways. 

One fellow Kelvin student, Malam recalled, “was riffed on every single
day. He’d walk through the halls and people would smash him into lock-
ers, call him names, and knock his lunch out of his hands. It was very clear
what hatred could get away with.

“You’d never see any kind of consequences for this sort of thing. And this
was at least 12 years ago. And, it seems to me that with everything that’s
going on now, that the situation is only getting worse for kids. We have kids
today resorting to suicide just to escape what they’re feeling and how
they’re being treated.”

Malam suggested that schools can be making a big difference, noting, as
of now, “Not all schools have a zero tolerance policy. Too many teachers
just walk by, turning a blind eye to hearing one kid call another a negative
name for any reason. Kids who are bullying should be suspended, and if it
continues to be a problem, they should be expelled. Maybe they need
some form of re-education to understand the concept of tolerance. 

“Parents are also at fault – those who don’t discipline or teach their chil-
dren properly.

“Someone needs to sit down with these kids and teach them what effect
their bullying has on a subjective level, and if that doesn’t work, they need
to get out of the school. It needs to stay on their permanent record, so if
they just go to another school, the school should be aware and be prepared
to deal with it similarly. And if it gets to the point where it involves vio-
lence, maybe the penal system needs to get involved.”

A local Jewish group of LGBTQ that Malam helped found and to which
he’s still connected is  “Anaknu.” The group meets regularly for Shabbat,
holidays, and more. Of Anaknu, Malam said, “They’re a bunch of won-
derful people who are there for each other, especially when they aren’t
accepted in their own family or community.”

Although Malam said he likes the premise of the GetBetter.org project,
he is not impressed with the direction the Conservative government took
with it. “To my understanding, the project is there to help LGBTQ kids
understand that things will get better in time, and that they’ll be able to
move forward...that it doesn’t matter who you are, it will get better. But
having all these people who voted against gay marriage on the video say-
ing ‘it will get better,’ that the bullying will stop, is just bullying in another
way. It should have been done more publicly and the prime minister
should have been involved, as was Barak, the U.S. president.”

Catherine Taylor, a rhetoric professor at the University of Winnipeg,
voiced similar concerns. 

“I’m glad that LGBTQ adults are reaching out to youth and teens,” she
said. “But it’s a damming indictment of the school system if all we can say
is ‘Hold on – it gets better.’”

Taylor has done extensive research on homophobic bullying in Canadian
high schools and maintains the school system needs to take responsibility
for the safety of its students. While she feels the It Gets Better project is a
step in the right direction, she argues that a more proactive solution is
needed to end homophobia in schools.
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Treatment of LGBTQ youth examined

JOSHUA MALAM: “I guess I was
trying to hide my identity. I
became pretty homophobic
myself, trying to separate myself
as far as possible from what I was
actually feeling inside.”

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA



On July 27, 2012, the 30th Olympic
Summer Games will open in London, England.

When we asked Morris Glimcher about it, he
was shocked. Not that a lot of people would
have noticed, it’s just that as the executive
director of the Manitoba High Schools Athletic
Association, he’s involved in amateur sport
every day. In fact, he works on the first floor of
the Sport Manitoba building. By osmosis, he

should know that 2012 is an Olympic year.
“It’s amazing,” Glimcher said. “I’ve heard nothing about it. That shocks

me a little. You look back on the history of the Games, especially in North
America, and by now, you would have been inundated by TV ads and
even advertising for merchandise, but I’ve heard nothing.

“I’m sure we’ll hear soon about the transportation logistics problems in
London. I’ve been to London and they’re going to have a heck of a time
getting people around. But really, we don’t hear anything.”

Now, don’t let me create a groundswell. Frankly, it doesn’t break my
heart that you have to Google “London Olympics,” in order to find any
news at all about the 30th Summer Games. Usually – and it certainly was
the case when the Winter Games were on their way to Vancouver – you
see Olympic television ads years before the Games open. In fact, if I see
another little kid with doey eyes look into the TV camera and say, ”Do
you believe?” I’ll gag. 

But these Games have been incredibly quiet. I wish it was this quiet in
my neighborhood at night. There has been virtually nothing. Not a peep.

“Maybe it’s because there haven’t been any construction problems,”
said Glimcher. “Maybe there just isn’t anything to write about.”

But Mo, there are athletes. We have stars to create. The CTV-Sportsnet-
TSN conglomerate is going to be all over this. Right?

“It’s amazing, but I haven’t heard anything,” said Glimcher with a
laugh. “I wonder if it’s because it’s CTV, not CBC. If it were CBC, they’d
have run 1,000 ads by now. But CTV just isn’t doing any promotion at
all.

“Maybe it’s because the Bombers went to the Grey Cup and the Jets
returned. Maybe we just aren’t paying attention. But I work in sport every
day and I haven’t seen a thing.”

OK, I can understand that we haven’t heard much about London 2012
here in Canada. After all, we’re Canadians and we don’t always do well
in the Summer Games. And after that wildly successful 2010 Vancouver
Winter Games we all just experienced, why waste our euphoria on a silly
Summer Games in England that won’t even be televised in a time zone
in which most of us are awake?

Which means, we should talk to an American sports fanatic. Surely
he’ll have an idea about the 30th Summer Olympic Games. I mean, the
Yanks always do well in the Summer Olympics, they’ll be all fired up.

“I’ve heard Zippo,” said former Winnipegger, now Southern California
high school football coach Jeff Steinberg. “Man, I didn’t know they were
having an Olympics.

“Hey Bob!” yelled Steinberg to one of his assistant coaches. “Have you
heard about an Olympics this year?”

Bob responded sheepishly. “I think I did read one story in a magazine
someplace, but nothing else. I think I knew there might have been an
Olympics coming up, but I’ll admit that I don’t think I knew that it was
this year.”

“I’m kind of embarrassed,” Steinberg said with a laugh. “I mean here
in the U.S., the Summer Olympics are our thing, but even here in
California, I’ve heard nothing. I don’t get it.”

For those who have heard even less than my friends and me, the 30th

Summer Olympic Games will be held in London, England from July 27
until Aug. 12 of 2012 (that’s in about 200 days).

Canada has some outstanding athletes – and some incredible stories –
heading into these Games. For instance, Winnipeg’s Clara Hughes, at
age 39, will ride her bicycle in the 2012 Olympics. She has six Olympic
medals and is the first Canadian to have won medals in both the Summer
and Winter Games. She won two bronze medals in cycling in 1996 in
Atlanta and London 2012 will be her sixth appearance in an Olympics
– both Winter (speedskating) and Summer (cycling). Amazing.

And yet we haven’t heard from Clara since, oh, about a month after
Vancouver.

Triathlete Simon Whitfield of Kingston, Ont., won gold in Sydney in
2000 and silver in Beijing in 2008. He’s expected to battle for gold in
London. Not a word. 

Perdita Felicien from Oshawa, Ont., and Priscilla Lopes-Schliep of
Scarborough will battle the world - and each other - in the 100-metre
hurdles. Anonymous.

And Montreal’s Alexander Despatie is a three-metre springboard diver
who has already won two Olympic medals and should do well in
London. The sound of crickets.

We have the athletes, the government has the money (thanks to the
Own the Podium Program) and the CTV Consortium has the TV rights.

This should be a big deal.
And it will be a big deal when the Games begin. We’ll be watching

every event and hanging on every word, as we always do, but right now
nobody seems to care one little bit. In fact, the last Olympic news release
sent out by CTV/Sportsnet/TSN is dated July 26, 2011.

“I just don’t think anybody cares about amateur sport,” said Glimcher,
a guy who has been in the amateur sport business for nearly 40 years. “I
mean, outside of hockey, figure skating and maybe curling, does any-
body remember the Winter Olympics athletes we all fell in love with?
Maybe Jon Montgomery, because he had such a great personality and
really sold himself, but I can you tell nobody remembers all the skiers
and speedskaters because nobody cares. The Canadian media barely
remembers and that was less than two years ago.

“Did you know that the Olympic wrestling trials were held at the
University of Winnipeg just before Christmas? I only know because I’m
on the University of Winnipeg Athletics Dept. mailing list. There was
hardly a word spoken about them in this town and yet 2012 Canada’s
Olympic wrestling team was chosen right here.

“We’ll all watch it when it’s on TV, but the big question is: Do we real-
ly care all that much anymore?” 
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Is this an Olympic year? You wouldn’t know it

GWENN SECTERR CREATIVEE LIVINGG CENTREE -- 15888 Mainn Street

LUNCHH ANDD LEARNN SERIESS -- 2012

Monday January 16th

• Suee Hemphill – “Handling Stress” as we get Older, with Humour and Attitude!

Monday February 27th

• Professorr Deborahh Schnitzer – Human Rights, Social Justice and Literacy

Monday March 12th

• Jamiee Kinaschuk - This Full House – “Get out of the Clutter”

Monday April 23rd

• Davidd Bergman - Winnipeg Author – Giller Prize winner

Monday June 11th

• Dr.. Catherinee Chatterley – Why do we spell antisemitism without the hyphen?

Noon lunch is followed by an interactive lecture/presentation
Lunchh spacee iss limited (call ahead to reserve please) but everyone welcome to lecture.
Registration; $10 Lunch and Learn. $5 Learn only.
For more information call 339-1701

Wee gratefullyy acknowledgee thee Jewishh Foundationn off Manitobaa 
forr thee generouss supportt off thiss program

Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre is proud to
launch the 2012 series of our “Lunch and Learn”
lecture series, the first taking place on Monday
January 16. It features Sue Hemphill who will deliv-
er an interactive workshop entitled “Handling
Stress As We Get Older, With  Humour and
Attitude”

Anyone who is 50 plus is invited to attend.
Although space is limited for lunch ($10-call ahead
to reserve), you are welcome to attend the lecture
portion that follows for only $5. 

Lunch and Learn features a monthly program
from now until June.

Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre is your north
end community Centre for older adults offering
stimulating programs for mind, body and spirit!
Check out our web site at www.gwensecter.com or
call the centre at 339-1701 for more information.

By

SCOTT TAYLOR

“Lunch & Learn” at Gwen Secter
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Harvey Rosen

After perusing Winnipeg Free Press financial
services writer Geoff Kirbyson’s thought-provok-
ing Jets’ article in the morning following Boxing
Day titled “Give retailers five for fighting” along
with sub-heading “Small store says it’s being bul-
lied by chain,” memories of my late father Morris
Rosen, like a torrent came flooding back.

The story, not on the sports pages; rather
in the business section, appealed to
many a reader because unless you

have been away on an inter-planetary space flight to Jupiter or
Mars or, God forbid, in a coma, you are aware and bathing
in the reality that Winnipeg is back in the big time. Besides,
who doesn’t enjoy a David and Goliath underdog story
where the little guy is allegedly taking on insurmountable
odds in order to survive?

You see, just a five-minute stroll from my home in West
Kildonan there labours on Main St. a Stuart Emms, the owner of
“Ice Time Sports,” who according to Kirbyson’s piece “…says a
number of local suppliers of Jets paraphernalia are refusing to sell
their gear to his 3,000-square-foot store ….because River City Sports has
threatened to cut its much larger order if the suppliers continue to sell to
Ice Time.”

Emms goes on to state: “It’s not fair competition. We came into this busi-
ness six months ago thinking that we’d get our stuff from our suppliers, put
them at whatever price we can, and it will be fair competition. River City
wants to corner the market.”

Not surprisingly, there is earnest rebuttal from the well-spoken Zak
Rubin, River City Sports’ regional general manager. “We’re a reputable
business and that’s not how you do business generally,” he explains to
Geoff. “We have a reputation of selling a lot of product through our six
stores. (Suppliers) are going to like us because we move their product and
it makes everybody a lot of money……If a (supplier) doesn’t want to sell to
a small-retailer, that’s their choice, not ours,”

Later in the column Emms, the huge underdog in this scenario, informs
that “he looked into legal options but was told if there’s no written proof of

the ‘bullying’ just anecdotal evidence, there’s nothing he can do about it.
And that it’s going to cost him at the till.”

Which brings me to my dear dad, who during the fifties, sixties, and sev-
enties owned and ran corner grocery stores at various times throughout the
city. We were like Jewish Gypsies travelling from a corner store on Ellice
and Maryland that is now a pawn shop to another at the intersection of

Pritchard and Salter directly across from the one-time Sholom
Alechim shul and then to the “Cupboard Grocery” on Morier

Ave. in St. Vital, a fourth on Brazier in East Kildonan and last-
ly, to the Semple Shopping Centre on Powers and Semple
in West Kildonan. 

They were all your typical mom and pop confectionary
businesses where you worked long hours seven days a
week, gave credit without charging interest, delivered
orders at no cost, and had a policy when dealing with
customers that is quite rare today. To wit: The customer is

always right. 
The family worked hard and for a lot smaller profit margin

than today’s 7-Eleven or Macs operations or even some of the
larger chains for that matter. We rarely if ever took holidays and

most often lived behind the stores where, even if you had been open
for 12-13 hours a day, customers would knock on the door of the living
quarters after hours and ask if they could still buy a pack of smokes , a bot-
tle of milk or a fresh rye and a schmaltz herring. The latter purchase, despite
my dad’s fatigue and ever-present smile, was deliberated over by the late-
hour intruder as if he or she were going to ask it out on a date. 

I divert; enough of my trip down memory lane. I set out to share with you
how the little guy, Stuart Emms of “Ice Time Sports” and the corner grocery
store owner are most often at a distinct disadvantage when doing business
with large corporations.

The incident which brought back memories took place at the WK store
when my dad got wind of the fact that chain stores such as Safeway and
Dominion back in the day had been featuring a promotion offered by the
Coca Cola company whereby if customers purchased a six-pack of cokes,
they would receive gratis a six-pack of a new drink called Fanta absolute-
ly free. 

At that juncture, he phoned the beverage company and inquired when
the small stores were going to be given the aforementioned opportunity.
Dad was duly informed that it was a promotion solely for the large chains. 

My father, indignant to the max, told the company official to come down
to the store, remove the huge 30-foot Coca Cola sign from the side of the
building and to collect all of their drinks in stock and remaining empties
and to never call again. 

Two weeks past and the rather expensive sign was still attached to the
building. A second call followed whereby my father informed the powers
that be that they had 48-hours to come down or he would take an axe to
their property rendering it useless…..and they did.

Henceforth, if colas were your preference at the Semple Shopping Centre
you either bought Pepsi Cola, or you went elsewhere. Dad never dealt with
the giant again. Was his maneuver a judicious one? Did he cut off his nose
to spite his face? To this day, even though he’ll be gone 25 years ago in
February, I still admire him for the courage of his convictions. 
POST PATTER:

• Hats off to basketball player Yael Kaplan of the University of Winnipeg
who, in her sophomore year, is beginning to show a great deal of promise.
The former Gray Academy student was recently chosen the female
Wesmen Athlete for the month of December. The 5’,7” guard who aver-
aged 33 points a game in her final season in high school had 44 points in
two games and pulled down 13 rebounds while recording five steals, three
assists, three- 3 pointers and was 14 of 17 from the foul line.

• Markham, Ontario centre Ethan Werek, 20, who was taken in the 2009
NHL Entry Draft by the New York Rangers in the second round (47th over-
all), is with the American Hockey League Portland Pirates where, in 26
games, he has scored three goals and added three assists. The 6’,2” skater,
in his final year in the Ontario Hockey League with the Kingston
Frontenacs scored 24 goals and had 28 assists in only 47 games. He is on
the Rangers top ten prospects list. 

• Former AAA Midget skater with the Winnipeg Wild , Brendan Leipsec,
is now in his second season with the Portland Winterhawks of the Western
Hockey League. In 2010-11 he had 16 goals and 17 assists in 68 games.
This season the diminutive 5’,8” and 155 lbs. left-handed shooting centre,
in just half the games, has 12 goals and 11 helpers. The NHL Central
Scouting Bureau has ranked Brendan 19th in the WHL. A scout at the Jets’
game last week told me that while the kid will have to beef up to handle
the pros, he is still a decent prospect in light of the fact he has good hands
along with top notch speed and can skate like the wind. Not to mention
that, at 17, he has several more years to develop his skill set.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

My pop, a six-pack of pop, and Coca Cola pops out
THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

CAMP MASSAD OF MANITOBA
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By REBECA
KUROPATWA

Tel Aviv, Israel’s
Roy Talmon (31) and
Noa Biran (30) are
working on a new
architectural/art pro-
ject, called, “Winter
Garden,” designated
for the people of
Winnipeg.

This, after being
one of the winning
entries of last year’s
Assiniboine Credit
Union River Trail’s
(ACURT) “Warming
Huts – Art &
A r c h i t e c t u r e
Competition on
Ice,” with their
design and con-
struction of
“Woodpile.” 

ACURT is the
longest naturally frozen skating trail in the world, located in
Winnipeg (see http://www.rivertrail.ca/wp/ for more informa-
tion).

The couple’s “Winter Garden” art-installation project will be
a part of this season’s skating path at the ACURT. 

“We tried to create a site-specific art-installation that would-
n’t be only art-to-see, but also a place for people to stay and
play,” said Noa. “So, it was planned as an open space for the
public, a node of occurrence in the middle of the skating trail.”

The installation will consist of 16 trees positioned on top of
the frozen river, resembling an artificial grove as though plant-
ed on the ice. “This juxtaposition will create a surreal and sur-
prising scene, emphasizing the transformation of water into
solid ground during winter time,” said Roy.

The Talmon’s visit to Winnipeg during last year’s Warming
Huts inauguration deeply inspired them. “When we came up
with the idea [for the Winter Garden], we immediately thought
to realize it at the ACURT,” said Noa. “We contacted our col-
leagues at the Forks Foundation (who maintain and operate the
trail). They were happy to give their support, but couldn’t take
over the entire installation cost.”

For this reason, the Talmons have launched a fundraising cam-
paign (at http://www.indiegogo.com/Winter-Garden?a=337829)
“in hopes that people contribute and take part with us in realiz-
ing the project, which was planned for them above all,” said
Roy. “It’s a fascinating process for us, allowing the people of
Winnipeg to become the owner of the installation, asking the
community to be contributors.” 

The Talmons are both architects by profession, and were born
and raised in Israel. Currently living and working in Tel Aviv, they
both graduated in 2007 from the Faculty of Architecture and
Town Planning at the Technion Israel Institute of Technology in
Haifa. A few months ago they were married, and, together, they
have opened up their own studio in Tel Aviv (at 29 Amiel St.).

“We hope to combine our interests in both architecture and art
in our future work and to explore these places where architec-
ture and art meet,” said Noa. For more information, visit
www.talmonbiran.com.
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Community news

JOIN THE FUN!

JCFS Family Fun Day
Celebrating A Century of Caring

Games, activities, entertainment, refreshments…and more

Sunday, January 22, 2012
2:00-4:00 pm

Asper Jewish Community Campus
Rady JCC Gymnasium

FREE ADMISSION

JCFS gets ready to party with Family Fun Day
Calling all boys and girls, moms, dads, babas and zaidas … Get ready

to share the excitement, laughter and fun at the Jewish Child and Family
Service FAMILY FUN DAY. To kickoff the agency’s CENTURY OF CAR-
ING celebrations in 2012 a special afternoon has been planned for chil-
dren and their families. Bouncers, balloons, bubbles, glitter, music, arts
and crafts are some of the ingredients that are sure to make this event a
party you will want to attend. Don’t miss out on an awesome party!
Admission is free. Circle the date on your calendar – Sunday, January 22nd

– 2:00 4:00 p.m. – Asper Jewish Community Campus in the Rady JCC
Gymnasium. 

Israeli couple show their talents in Winnipeg

ROY TALMON and NOA BIRAN: “We tried
to create a site-specific art-installation that
wouldn’t be only art-to-see, but also a place
for people to stay and play.”

“Winter Garden” - on the Assiniboine River, site of the world’s
longest naturally frozen skating trail - will feature 16 trees positioned
on top of the frozen river, resembling an artificial grove as though
planted on the ice.
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Recipes

For me the month
of January and the
new year usually
bring about a quick
mental inventory,
often surrounding
my physical health. 

I plan my exercise
strategy for the

upcoming year and vow (again) to watch my
diet. What choices can I make this year to
better prepare myself for a healthy year
ahead? 

This year I also vow to work on my happi-
ness. Like a successful diet, maintaining a
happy lifestyle requires ongoing self-aware-
ness, a good work ethic, maintaining motiva-
tion and focus, and perhaps most important-
ly a positive outlook though all of the many
ups and downs that are surely to arrive along
the way. 

To quote Abraham Lincoln, “most folks are
about as happy as they make their minds to
be.” Creating a positive perception of both
ourselves and our surroundings is half the
battle in healthy eating and happy living-and
both are a lot of work in their own right!

So lets get to it! This year I will continue to
write down several healthy recipes in each of
my columns, and hopefully you, my readers,
will continue to enjoy both the recipes and
my anecdotes of our beautiful tradition and
happy moments that come about at every
stage of life.

* * *
SWEET POTATO AND CHICK PEA 

VEGETARIAN ENSEMBLE
2 tbsp. olive oil
1 clove garlic minced
1/2 cup diced onion
1 tomato diced
3 cups peeled and diced sweet potato
1/2 cup raisins
2 pinches ground cinnamon
1 pinch chilli flakes
1/2 cup vegetable stock

1/2 cup drained chick peas
2 tbsp. lemon juice
Salt and pepper to taste

In a medium sauté pan over medium heat
add olive oil, garlic and onions and sauté a
few minutes, Add all the ingredients except
chick peas and lemon juice. 

Cook until potatoes are tender about 15
minutes. Add chick peas and lemon juice and
stir and combine. Season to taste.

* * *
NOODLE KUGEL DESSERT

1 cup low fat cottage cheese 
1 cup unsweetened applesauce
2 eggs 
1 egg white
1/4 cup honey
1 tsp. vanilla
1 1/4 tsp. cinnamon
1/2 cup chopped walnuts
1/2 cup raisins
1/2 pkg. broad noodles cooked according to
instructions
1 tbsp. brown sugar

Oven to 375. In a medium bowl, stir togeth-
er cottage cheese, applesauce, eggs, honey,
cinnamon, walnuts, raisins, and cooked noo-
dles. 

Pour into a greased 8 inch round pan. Mix
brown sugar and cinnamon and sprinkle on
top. Bake, covered 30 min. and let rest 30
minutes covered. Serve warm.

* * *
FUDGY SOFT COOKIES

1 cup pitted dates

1/3 cup low fat milk
1/4 cup soft margarine
3/4 cup whole wheat flour
1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa
1/2 tsp. each baking powder and baking soda
1/4 cup sugar
1 egg
1 tsp. vanilla

In the microwave heat dates, milk and mar-
garine. Cover and on high for 1 minute. Mash
with a fork and let cool. In food processor
place sugar and date mixture and egg and
vanilla and combine. 

Add flour cocoa soda a and baking powder.
Place dough by tbsp. onto a cookie sheet
covered with parchment 375 for 10 to 12
minutes.

* * *
HAPPY FRUIT AND NUTS: 

OAT AND WHEAT BRAN MUFFINS
3/4 cup unbleached flour
1/2 cup whole wheat flour
1/2 wheat bran
1/2 cup oat bran
1 tsp. each baking soda and powder
Pinch salt and cinnamon
Pinch nutmeg
2 ripe bananas mashed
1 large egg
1/2 cup buttermilk or plain yogurt
1/4 cup canola oil
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup almonds slivered and toasted
1/2 dried fruit

Oven 375. Prepare muffin tins. In food
processor and ripe bananas, egg, buttermilk
or yogurt, oil and sugar. Blend well. 

Add flour and baking powder and soda.
Gently stir in dried fruit and nuts. Pour in
muffin tins 2/3 full. 

Bake for 20 min.
* * *

SPICED CARROT AND LENTIL SOUP
1/4 cup olive oil

1 large clove of gar-
lic sliced
1 white onion peeled
and sliced
2 tbsp. curry powder
1/2 tsp. cumin
1/4 tsp. cinnamon
3 stalks celery
copped
3 cups peeled carrots
roughly chopped
2 cups peeled butter-
nut squash
1 cup sweet potato
8 cups water or
chicken stock
1/4 chopped fresh
basil
1 can green lentils
rinsed and drained

Add olive oil, gar-
lic and seasoning to
soup pot. Add celery,
carrots, squash and
yam. Add water or
chicken stock. 

Bring vegetables to
a boil then a simmer.
Once vegetables are
soft, puree with hand
blender. 

Stir in basil and
lentils. Again use
hand blender.
Season to taste.

January - off to a happy start

By

FRANCINE TELLER

Creating a positive perception of
both ourselves and our surround-

ings is half the battle in healthy eat-
ing and happy living-and are both a

lot of work in their own right!



“Sinai Surgeon” 
by R Mervyn Letts, MD
former UNEF Medical Officer RCAF

“Sinai Surgeon” is an historical narrative of a mili-
tary surgeon’s experiences and adventures with the
United Nations Emergency Force (UNEF) in the Sinai
desert during 1966-67, the year leading up to the Six
Day War between Israel and Egypt. It focuses on the
realities of Peacekeeping in  the Gaza Strip and the
Sinai, an area of the world which is still a hotbed of
interest today and a key feature of Canadian military
history. 

The book chronicles the adventures, day-to-day
activities and challenges of a military medical officer
trying to maintain the health of explanted Canadian
airman in a hot desert environment, the Sinai desert
of Egypt, in the midst of the impending Six Day War
between Israel and the Arab States.

Aside from managing gastroenteritis, dehydration and the trauma of
bites, the sun and military misadventure in Canadian Peacekeepers,
the author, F/L Merv Letts shares with us his trips into the desert and
to desert outposts such as Sharm el Sheikh to treat the desert nomads,
the Bedouin.

This book is a fascinating historical narrative of a little known piece

of Canadian military history!
Interspersed throughout the book are descriptions of

flights to exotic locations such as Yemen, St. Catherine’s
Monastery, the Cedars of Lebanon, and the ancient
sandstone city of Petra. 

The mystique of Bedouin markets, Arabic souqs and
desert encampments are shared with the readers.

The history of the United Nations Peacekeeping Force
in the Middle East is reviewed with particular emphasis
on the United Nations Emergency Force I and the 115
Air Transport Unit. 

The trials and tribulations of the events leading up to
the 1967 Six Day War are documented, particularly
how they impacted on the Canadian forces deployed in
the Sinai Desert.

Following his service with the R.C.A.F, Dr. Mervyn
Letts subspecialized in Paediatric Orthopaedic Surgery
and was appointed Head of Orthopaedic Surgery at the

University of Manitoba and  subsequently at the University of Ottawa.
The author has donated all royalties and profits to Rotary’s
“Eradication of Polio in the World” program.

The book website provides further information on the book where
the book can be ordered: www.sinaisurgeon.com
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Local author pens account of service in Sinai prior to 6-Day War

SIX DEGREES (NO BACON) – JEWISH CELEBRITY ROUNDUP 
Jews chasing Globes, judging Howard Stern, 

Facebook vs. ‘Zuckerberg’

By SIX DEGREES (NO BACON) STAFF
NEW YORK (6nobacon.com) – The

Jews, as they are wont to do, cleaned up
with Golden Globe nominations Woody
Allen garnered best director and best
screenplay nominations for “Midnight in
Paris,” which was also nominated for best
comedy. “Moneyball” was nominated for
best drama and got Aaron Sorkin a best
screenplay nomination and Jonah Hill a
best supporting actor nomination. The
Steven Spielberg-produced “The
Adventures of Tintin” is in the running for
best animated feature.

Jason Segal, unfortunately, failed to garner a nomination for his
bravura performance depicting a man torn by a hyphenated identi-
ty in “The Muppets,” and while “The Artist” was nominated for best
drama, it failed to garner a nomination for “Best Film to Depict
Early Hollywood Without a Single Explicitly Jewish Character.”

Judging Howard Stern
The future judge is being judged, as

NBC is being condemned by the Parents
Television Council for hiring Howard
Stern to replace Piers Morgan on
“America’s Got Talent.”

The Parents Television Council released
a statement calling NBC’s decision to hire
Stern “an act of desperation” and said that
the radio personality “is synonymous with
shock, profanity and obscenity.”

The statement concluded: “The once-
proud broadcast network has lost its way
and has made it clear it holds no concern
whatsoever for children and families.”

Stiller’s service to Haiti
Ben Stiller recently announced that he

will be building eight schools in Haiti
with the money raised by his charity, The
Stiller Foundation. After the earthquake in
2010, the comedian started his organiza-
tion to help raise money to rebuild Haiti.
Stiller announced that he signed an agree-
ment with the Digicel Foundation to build
the schools, after he visited the impoverished country.

Facebook vs. 
‘Mark Zuckerberg’

Israeli “entrepeneur” Rotem Guez is
being sued by Facebook for creating a
“Like Store” where businesses can buy
fake “likes” for their Facebook pages 

In a move that, to be kind, very few
people would have envisioned, Guez
legally changed his name to “Mark
Zuckerberg” in what will possibly be
the basis for the sequel to “Face/Off.”

“I wanted that once they sue me,
they’ll face suing ‘Mark Zuckerberg,’”
the former Guez said, according emails
obtained by The Huffington Post.

Garland for Guttenberg
Steve Guttenberg of “The Boys From

Brazil,” Three Men and a Baby” and
“Police Academy” received the
2,455th star on the Hollywood Walk of
Fame. Guttenberg arrived, fittingly, in
an LAPD cruiser, honoring his “Police
Academy” days.

Guttenberg has been slightly under
the radar lately, although he did make
a short appearance on “Dancing With
The Stars” in 2008 before getting voted
off. 

A “Three Men and a Baby” sequel,
titled “Three Men and a Bride” is cur-
rently in the works and will feature
Guttenberg along with Tom Selleck
and Ted Danson.

Something about
someone’s beard
And in a widely dis-

cussed move, Chasidic
reggae star Matisyahu
shaved his beard and
renounced his
Chasidism. Perhaps you
heard about it. 

WOODY ALLEN

HOWARD STERN

BEN STILLER

MATISYAHU

STEVE 
GUTTENBERG

MARK 
ZUCKERBERG



Calling all former
students of Kelvin
High School in
Winnipeg. 2012
marks the 100th

anniversary of the
school, and a reunion
will take place May
25th to 27th. Full details

can be found at http://kelvin100.com.
The last major reunion of Kelvinites occurred

in the summer of 1987 as the school celebrated
75 years. As a member of the class of 1965, I was
honoured to be a co-EMCEE of the gala dinner
then, and I’ve been asked perform a similar task
this year.

Many prominent members of Canada’s Jewish
community graduated from Kelvin including
philanthropist Gail Asper, businessman Gerry
Schwartz, and journalist Michael Posner of the
Globe and Mail to name just a few. Michael was
a classmate of mine, and in the summer of 2006
he wrote a major article reflecting of his cohort
at Kelvin. (http://www.theglobeandmail.
com/archives/article831407.ece) I was delighted
to assist him in finding many of our classmates,
just as I was beginning my second Regina life.

A year earlier, as the Juno Awards honouring
the best of Canada’s music industry came to
Winnipeg for the first time, I wrote about Neil
Young who a classmate of mine at Kelvin.

2005 was a difficult year for Neil. He promised
that if the Junos ever came to Winnipeg, he would
be there and would perform in the show. Plans
were made to give him a prominent spot on the
program at the city’s brand new MTS Centre,
where the reborn Jets of the NHL now play. But
less than a week before the show, Neil had to can-
cel. He had surgery to repair a life-threatening
brain aneurysm. Then, in mid-June Neil lost his
father. 87 year old Scott Young was a well known
Canadian writer, author of several books includ-
ing “Neil and Me”, which he wrote in 1984. 

Neil and I were not what you would call close.
He didn’t have many close friends at Kelvin,
unless they were into music. Academic studies
certainly took a back seat to playing his guitar
and writing songs. Neil spent two years in grade
ten and was starting his second attempt at grade
eleven when he dropped out for good in the fall
of 1964.

He was tall and skinny and without much
physical strength. He had polio as a youngster.
His frail health was not fully known to our phys
ed teacher, Mike Kachmar. Mike was also the
football coach, and in gym class he could have
been mistaken for a military drill sergeant as he
whipped us through unspeakable torture. 

Many years later, Neil made a triumphant
return to Winnipeg performing a sold out con-
cert. During a quiet moment about halfway
through the evening, he recalled his ordeal in
gym class and unloaded on Coach Kachmar in
colourful language which I won’t repeat here
since it might scorch the page. Kachmar gleeful-
ly recalled it as “my five minutes of fame”. 

I remember Neil as a fairly shy introverted
loner. But like many a successful performer he
came alive in the spotlight. At Kelvin, he gave a
number of memorable performances in the gym
and the cafeteria, and I remember them as being
very funny. One song in particular, called “A
Letter to Freddie”, stands out. Freddie was Fred
Hodgkinson, the vice principal, who gave Neil
more than a few detentions for his various antics.

By 1963, when we both reported to Mrs.
Mollard’s grade eleven class in room 34, Neil
Young had already formed his most notable
Winnipeg band called “The Squires”. Being a
painfully shy guy who wasn’t much for those
community club dances that Winnipeg was
famous for in the 1960’s, I don’t believe I ever
saw the band perform. They made one notable
45 rpm recording featuring two of the first songs
Neil ever wrote, “The Sultan” and “Aurora” on
the flip side. It was recorded by engineer Harry
Taylor at CKRC. It was played to death in the
Kelvin cafeteria, and on the local airwaves in
Winnipeg. People who worked at CKRC then
have memories of Neil hanging around the sta-
tion, but not one of them had any inkling that he
might become a superstar. 

Boyd Kozak, who is still on the air in
Winnipeg, had just started at CKRC in 1963. “I
was working 8 to midnight, and Neil would
come in and sit at the back of the studio. He was
very much a loner and could not be described
as a sparkling personality. He sure smoked a lot
of cigarettes”, Kozak recalled in an interview.

Neil Young is reportedly at work on his own
memoir, which will no doubt include some sto-
ries about his days at Kelvin. He has also

promised friends and
former bandmates
that he will attend the
Kelvin 100 Reunion,
as he attended the
75th, if his touring and
recording schedule
allows.

I end this reminis-
cence with a few
thoughts about that
darkest of Fridays so
long ago, November
22nd 1963. Neil and I
sat just a few seats
apart writing a major
chemistry test for Dr.
Golubchuk that after-
noon. Just after the
papers were handed
out, the P A system
interrupted with con-
firmation of the news

that changed the world. U.S. President John F.
Kennedy had been killed by an assassin’s bullets
in Dallas Texas. At that moment, I looked up and
gazed around the room. Some of the girls were
crying. Neil and I looked at each other with
expressions that spoke volumes without any
words. Why on earth were we trying to do this
stupid test? I’m sure we both failed that day, but
what did it really matter?

Roger Currie is a writer and broadcaster, now
living in Regina.
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Community news

The Asper Helping Hand Initiative

The Asper Helping Hand Initiative, an
interest-free loan program, is now in its
sixth year of assisting members of the
Jewish community of Manitoba who are
experiencing a temporary financial hard-
ship. Funding for this program is support-
ed generously by The Asper Foundation.
A borrower must be a Jewish resident of
Manitoba and be able to demonstrate
both a need for the loan as well as the
ability to repay it. Applicants must be
able to provide qualified guarantors who
are willing to cosign for the loan. These
interest free loans have assisted students,
seniors, single parents, longtime residents
and newcomers to Canada.

A recipient from the loan program had
these words of appreciation for the loan
she received:

“I just wanted to express my apprecia-
tion for the loan that I received. It allowed
me to purchase my first home which was
quite a milestone for me. Being a single
parent, with financial limitations, the
loan helped me to realize my dream of
being a homeowner. As a result my
future, and that of my children, is more
stable and secure.”

If you wish to find out about applying
for a loan please see the contact informa-
tion in the accompanying ad below or
view the JCFS website for more details.
www.jcfswinnipeg.org

Kelvin about to hold 100th anniversary reunion

Caring Compassionate PCaring Compassionate Professional Srofessional Serviceervice
you’ve come to trust

Call Elba Haid or
Angela Pollett at

REALCARE
day or night

Ph: (204) 957-7325
fax: (204) 975-1065

e-mail: elbahaid@realcare.ca
Offices at 1008-213 Notre Dame Ave.

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 1N3

Providing:
� Alzheimer Care � Palliative Care � Post-Operative Care 
� Stroke Care � Long-Term Care � Rehabilitation 
� Respite � ‘Coming home’ new Moms and infants

Provided by: INSURED & BONDED
� RN’s � LPN’s � Health Care Aides
� Home Support Workers � Companions

We offer a variety of programs and services - 
- individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
- Free nursing assessment
- 24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
- At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
- Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Elba Haid
President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

FREE DELIVERYON ORDERSOVER $75E

New, Used & Rental Walkers, Scooters, Lift Chairs, Wheelchairs,
Bath Aides & Other Aides for Daily Living.

NEW PRIDE SCOOTERS AND LIFTCHAIRS

Mention this ad & receive 10% off 
the rental or purchase of any item

551 Osborne
453-6473

www.renewmobility.ca

By

ROGER CURRIE



It’s the end of the year and time to turn the
page after a bit of reflecting. What better way
to reflect than to contrast image and reality,
and even more so when the topic is Palestine’s
economy? For starters, I ask: “Do we have an
economy, real or imagined?” For a long time,
many would just sweep this question under
the rug of the Israeli military occupation and
say “no”. How could we when every aspect of

our livelihood is ultimately micromanaged by the Israeli government?
But such a knee-jerk answer did not make sense after the Oslo

Agreement and the advent of the Palestinian Authority. From that point
on, the economic reality under occupation was spiced up with heavy
doses of self-made artificial images. The starting image, if my memory
serves me well, was that we would “build a Singapore.” May God rest
that imager’s soul. I hope the real Singapore never asks Palestinians to
compensate them for the damage done to its good name.

These now infamous Palestinian negotiators who signed the agree-
ment in Paris back on April 29, 1994, termed the Protocol on Economic
Relations between Israel and the PLO (better known as the “Paris
Protocol”), agreed to what our economy could and couldn’t do. The
Paris Protocol was, with only minor modifications, incorporated as
Annex V in the Interim Agreement - the equally infamous Oslo
Agreement - signed in Washington on September 28, 1995.

So with the Oslo Agreement, which descended like a parachute from
above, emerged the agreement’s spectacular brainchild, the Palestinian
Authority. The Palestinian Authority, which is its accurate name in the
Oslo Agreement, wasted no time in producing all the trappings of a real
economy. Before one could say “the Authority is an Orwellian double-
speak Authority,” economic ministries, ministers, laws, policies, regu-
lations, and even a few “strategic” plans started to pop up here and
there.

From the outset, the powers that be even squeezed the word
“National” in between “Palestinian” and “Authority,” which seemed to
give many people patriotic goose bumps. Anyone engaged in trying to
build a real economy got little more than a permanent rash.

A decade later, the Palestinian economy was in our face. The image
of an economy had taken form. The superheroes were not the negotia-
tors who signed the Paris Protocol, and not even the Audi-happy
Palestinian ministers, but rather the donors and their agents who built
an entire aid industry using the agreements, Paris Protocol included, as
its foundation.

When reality sunk in after the collapsed Camp David II talks in the
year 2000, more and more people started to see the artificial economy
for what it was - a farce. We were back to hearing: How could we have
an economy when every aspect of our livelihood is ultimately micro-
managed by the Israeli government?

But then came along Israeli peace activist (and good friend) Jeff
Halper, who made an analogy: Even a prison has an economy, albeit
95 percent of the prison is occupied (not to be confused with militari-
ly occupied) by the prisoners. The prison warden only needs a small
percent of space to control all the doors, entrances, exits, and win-
dows. What gets traded in a prison is what the warden allows in or is
smuggled in: cigarettes, drugs, books, chores, favours, and the like.

This “Inconvenient Truth,” to borrow Al Gore’s words, that the whole
of the occupied territory was no more than a prison where the prison-
ers seemingly have space, but zero voluntary ability of movement and
access, was an eye-opener to many. When one added the fact that 60
percent of the West Bank was classified in Oslo as “Area C” - off limits
to Palestinian economic development - many started to see a prison as
a step up from the reality that was called the Palestinian economy.

Then came political infighting on the heels of long overdue elections.
A convenient new chapter was born to rebrand the past economic fail-
ure.

For so many years, if you read the reports, listened to all the speech-
es, read the billboards, scanned the newspaper advertisements, noted
all the prizes being offered by the banking system, you would never
believe that a real economy never existed here. And just in case you
started to feel that this may be an artificial economy after all, the bank-
ing system jumped out of its conservative straightjacket and started
begging for customers to take out loans. Not one loan, not two, but as
many as possible. Why not? - since the mighty all-knowing donors
were quietly hiding behind the bank vaults, guaranteeing every move
and cheering on the structural change that was taking place with full
Palestinian government acceptance.

Indebtedness! Good ol’ American indebtedness. Need a student
loan? No problem. Need a car loan? Simple. Want to get married - how
much do you need? A home? Why rent when you can own? Don’t have
the latest iPhone? Don’t sweat it, just sign here and pay NIS 5 for the
next 200 years. While you’re at it, every home needs a computer,
what’s the difference between a NIS 5 and NIS 7 payment? And the list
goes on.

OK. I’m being a little too sarcastic, but not much. Let me try to bring
this hallucination into focus.

Back to basics! What the hell is an economy anyway? Well, the dic-
tionary says an economy is “the system of production and distribution
and consumption.” OK, that’s a decent starting point, but it reflects a
normal condition. Palestine, the occupied part, is far from normal. The
phase of our development is not just producing, distributing, and con-
suming. We are supposed to be removing the boot of an entrenched
military occupation from our necks while simultaneously building a
state that needs an economic foundation to serve it. Yes, we must eat,
sleep, and be clothed in the meantime, but that is surely not going to
be enough.

So, what does an economic foundation to serve a forthcoming sover-
eign state need? A few more cafés? A larger supermarket? KFC? Another
hotel? A bowling alley? Bars? 

BEEP! Wrong answer. All of those are fine and dandy to have, but
they will not move us one iota closer to freedom and independence,
economically.

The economic resources we need are known to all who need to
know, first and foremost the donor community. Strategic state-building
economic resources are land, water, roads, borders, electromagnetic
spectrum, airspace, movement, access, electricity, free trade relations,
and the most important resource of all, the human resource. All of
these and many more are not 99 percent in Israeli hands but are 100
percent micromanaged by the Israeli military occupation.

Without taking a step back and taking note of the systematically
planned integration (better known as forced dependence) of the
Palestinian economy with Israel, we will continue to believe a reality
of an economy that is simply an economy in the occupier’s defined
image.

The wake-up call has arrived. State or no state, this occupation is ille-
gal and must end now. In the world of military occupations, third
states, signatories to the Fourth Geneva Convention, carry the burden
of holding the occupier accountable. Enough with this glorified empty
talk of institution building and bilateral negotiations. Our economic
resources are being raped as donor-funded cappuccinos keep the doors
of our cafés open. 

If donors can’t place their efforts where they belong, then they should
kindly be asked, by their own people before us, to stop wasting their
citizens’ tax dollars by feeding us an illusion of building a Palestinian
economy, which has now been exposed as the fragile house of cards it
is. If our water resources continue to be diverted, if our frequencies
continue to be commercially abused by unlicensed Israeli telecom
operators, if our movement is going to remain hostage to an ID, a mag-
netic card, a businessman’s card, and a permit, if a Gazan student can’t
study in a West Bank university, and if illegally annexed Jerusalem is
going to remain so difficult an issue for donors to address, well then
why are we all wasting our time?

It seems the Palestinian “leadership” purchased its first mirror this
past September and is starting to see the reflection of what it has creat-
ed and thus beginning to make some slight adjustments. I would hope
that not only legacy-building is in the reflection, but an honest
approach to where we have reached, on all fronts. The times do not call
for more resounding speeches or cosmetic changes to a warped reali-
ty.

Palestine’s economic hallucination has the power to maintain an
image of a reality that is growing at more than 9 percent a year. It used
to take us 20 minutes to travel from Ramallah to Bethlehem. Now, we
are forced to circumvent Jerusalem, around cement walls and through
multiple Israeli checkpoints. Today it takes us over 60 minutes, at best.
For GDP growth, this is great news. During those extra 40 or more min-
utes we burn more gasoline, require more lighting on the longer roads,
eat more sandwiches on the way, spend more time driving, hit more
potholes, which causes more work for the road engineers in the morn-
ing, etc., etc. All of this extra spending is great for a higher GDP but
catastrophic for our livelihood and state-building exercise.

It’s time for a new economic model, one built on economic justice,
social welfare, solidarity, and sustainability. We should all have one
goal in mind: lowering the cost of living under occupation so more
people can remain steadfast during these troubling times. If you don’t
believe me, no hard feelings - feel free to transfer your salary to that
other bank down the street, they are giving away the best prize yet:
one-way airline tickets for your entire family to anywhere, but
Palestine. Bon Voyage!

Sam Bahour is a Palestinian-American based in Al-Bireh/Ramallah,
Palestine. He is a freelance business consultant and was instrumental in
the establishment of the Palestine Telecommunications Company and
the PLAZA Shopping Center. Sam writes frequently on Palestinian
affairs and has been widely published. He is co-editor of HOMELAND:
Oral Histories of Palestine and Palestinians and may be reached at sba-
hour@palnet.com. He blogs at www.epalestine.com.
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Palestine’s economic hallucination

By

SAM BAHOUR
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World news

By RON KAMPEAS 
WASHINGTON (JTA) – The Obama administration is engaged in a

full-court press to persuade Israel that Iran’s nuclear threat can be con-
tained short of war. 

The U.S. lobbying has received a mixed reception from Israel, where
the Netanyahu government has not ruled out a unilateral strike on
Iran. 

Iran, meanwhile, is taking an aggressive stance in response to
mounting sanctions. 

Last week the Iranian naval chief, Adm. Habibollah Sayyari, threat-
ened to close the Strait of Hormuz if Western sanctions intensified. The
threat to close the strait – the passageway for oil from the Persian Gulf
states – could presage a war, experts said. 

“We may be further along the road to war than most people
believe,” said Michael Adler, an Iran scholar at the Woodrow Wilson
International Center for Scholars. 

Experts are divided as
to the seriousness of
the threat to cut off the
strait and whether it
will lead to war. 

Adler said that a
direct confrontation
between the U.S. and
Iran may be inevitable,
and that the two coun-
tries are headed down
that road in “slow
motion.” 

“Don’t underesti-
mate what the
Americans have been
saying,” he said, refer-
ring to the longstand-
ing U.S. line that all
options for dealing
with Iran are on the
table. 

Stephen Rademaker,
a former top nuclear
arms negotiator in the
administration of
President George W.
Bush, said the blow-
back Iran would suffer
for shutting down the
strait suggests that
Sayyari was bluffing. 

“It would be
extremely difficult
for them to close the
strait for more than a
brief period of time,”
said Rademaker,
now a principal at
the Podesta Group, a
lobbying shop and
think tank. “The U.S.
Navy knows how to
keep waterways
open.” 

The resultant war
also would give the
U.S. a pretext to
attack suspected
Iranian nuclear sites,
he said. 

A n t h o n y
Cordesman, a for-
mer senior U.S.
defense intelligence
analyst who is now
at the Center for
Strategic and
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Studies, wrote that
the real threat was
not the shutting of
the strait – itself an
act of war – but of
“much lower level
attacks which could

sharply raise the risk to Gulf shipping.” 
Edwin Black, a historian who has written extensively on the Gulf and

oil supplies, said the effects of any action in the vicinity of the strait
would be far reaching. 

“Any conflict in the Persian Gulf would not be limited to the water-
ways,” Black said. “All they have to do is lob a few medium-range mis-
siles at Abqaiq,” a processing plant in Saudi Arabia “or at Ras Tanura,”
a terminal on the coast, “or on the strait,” where shipping lanes are
just two miles wide, “and they can take out 70 percent of Saudi
exports.” 

Iran also is flexing its military muscles. Last Friday, Iran announced
that it would fire long-range missiles during a weekend naval drill in
the Gulf. 

The aggressive posture from Iran comes in the wake of the Obama
administration’s increased determination to cut off Iran’s economy as
a means of shutting down its nuclear program – and its strenuous
efforts to convince Israel’s government that is serious about doing so. 

At the most recent U.S.-Israel strategic dialogue on Dec. 1, the U.S.
side, led by Deputy Secretary of State William Burns, laid out a
detailed plan to accumulate international sanctions against Iran over
the next few months. The Americans said their efforts could force Iran
to back down from progressing on its suspected nuclear weapons plan
or even precipitate regime change. 

The plan involves two tracks: aggressive diplomacy engaging states
that buy Iranian oil to stop doing so along with lining up other nations
– Saudi Arabia, Libya and Iraq were named – to compensate for the
estimated 2 million barrels a day that Iran’s isolation would cost the
world’s oil markets. 

The plan targets, among others, Iran’s Central Bank and its energy
sector, and is aimed at squeezing the economy of Iran full force by
March, when the International Atomic Energy Agency board next
meets and when a new report on Iran’s nuclear weapons capacity is
expected to be more damning than ever. Such reports in the past have
triggered intensified international sanctions. 

The Israelis at the meeting, led by Deputy Foreign Minister Danny
Ayalon, seemed persuaded that the plan had a strong chance of rolling
back Iran’s nuclear plans, according to officials who attended. They
agreed with American caveats that sanctions must not be rushed. 

“The worst thing would be to impose sanctions too soon, and then
to have the price of oil go up and Iran profits,” one Israeli at the meet-
ing was quoted as saying. 

That reaction would have been a political and diplomatic triumph
for the Obama administration – Israeli officials effectively were
embracing a more moderate line than Congress, which in the follow-
ing days passed a law calling for sanctions on the Central Bank to kick
in almost immediately. 

Except it didn’t apparently “take” in Jerusalem – Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu continued to press for a more immediate ratch-
eting-up of pressure on Iran, in part by hinting that Israel might take
action alone. 

Likening himself to Israel’s first prime minister, David Ben-Gurion,
who declared statehood against the counsel of some allies, Netanyahu
said in a speech – just days after the strategic dialogue – that he would
“make the right decision at the right moment,” whatever allies coun-
seled. 

That was seen as a rebuke to Leon Panetta, the U.S. defense secre-
tary, who a week earlier had warned that striking Iran could envelop
the region in a conflagration. 

In subsequent weeks, the Obama administration took steps to reas-
sure Israel that the option of a U.S. military strike was still very much
on the table. Panetta said in an interview on CBS that for both Israel
and the United States, an Iranian nuclear weapon was a “red line.” 

Last week, plans for Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the U.S.
Joint Chiefs of Staff, to visit Israel in January were leaked to Israeli
media; his visit likely will coincide with the largest-ever joint U.S.-
Israel anti-missile exercise. 

The actions have yet to sway Netanyahu into fully cooperating,
according to a report in Newsweek. Netanyahu will not agree to give
the United States advance warning of a strike, the report said, citing
three U.S. officials. 

Netanyahu’s posture is a function of Israel perceiving Iran as an exis-
tential threat, Rademaker said. 

“We’ve seen this threat from Israel in the past,” he said. “A lot of peo-
ple discount it and say it’s to motivate the U.S. and other countries to
do more. That may be true in part, but Israel does see it as an existen-
tial threat, and should they conclude that the only way to prevent that
existential threat from coming to being is by using force – well, we
have examples from 1981 and 2007.” 

Rademaker was referring to Israeli pre-emptive strikes on Iraqi and
Syrian reactors, respectively. 

Persian Gulf tensions mount as U.S. engages Israel on Iran 

Support available for Jewish
alcoholics & addicts

Jewish individuals who are challenged
by alcohol or chemical addiction or their
family members now have help available
within the Jewish community. Supported
by Jewish Child and Family Service, JACS,
Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent
Persons and Significant Others (www.jac-
sweb.org<http://www.jacsweb.org/), is a
voluntary mutual-help group dedicated
to: helping develop and sustain recovery
from alcoholism or addiction in a nurtur-
ing and safe environment, promoting
knowledge and understanding of alco-
holism and chemical dependency as it
involves the Jewish community, and act-
ing as a resource to the Jewish communi-
ty to address the effects of alcoholism and
chemical dependency. Weekly support
meetings with a “Jewish twist” assist in
complementing other recovery supports.

Anyone interested in information on
Jewish addiction recovery supports for
themselves or a loved one can contact
JACS Winnipeg at the number in the ad
below. Please read the ad for details
about meeting times and locations.
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When sending in Obituaries or Yahrzeits, please
ensure they are either typewritten or legibly printed,
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delandes ad #2

ALLAN FREEDMAN
Mr. Allan Freedman

passed away in Calgary
on Monday, December
26, 2011 at the age of 88
years. He leaves to cher-
ish his memory his wife,
Miriam of Calgary; his
son, Gerald (Elaine)
Freedman of Medicine
Hat and his daughter,
Ruth (David) Berger of
Vancouver; three grand-
children Bryan (Helen)
Skinner of Victoria, Dana
(Matthew) Ross of Van-

couver, Jacqueline (Jonathan) Herman of Calgary; two
great grandchildren, Fiona Skinner and Ethan Ross;
three sisters as well as many nieces and nephews. He
was predeceased by his parents, Minnie and Hyman
Freedman and two sisters.

Allan was born on March 2, 1923 in Winnipeg,
Manitoba. When he was in his teens he moved to
Medicine Hat where he finished his schooling. Allan
served overseas in the Canadian Air Force during
World War II and returned home after the war. On
March 30, 1947 he married Miriam Herman in Winni-
peg. They moved back to Medicine Hat where Allan,
along with Bert Maltin started A & B Steel in 1953.
Allan sold the business and retired in 1975 enjoying
almost 40 years of retirement.

The funeral service was held in the PATTISON
CHAPEL on Thursday, December 29, 2011 with Mr.
Garry Kohn officiating. Interment followed in the
Hebrew section at Hillside Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers those wishing to remember Allan
Freedman may do so with a gift to the Medicine Hat and
District Food Bank, 532 South Railway Street SE,
Medicine Hat, T1A 2V6. To e-mail an expression of
sympathy, please direct it to: pattfh@telusplanet.net
subject heading: Allan Freedman or you may visit
www.gonebutnotforgotten.ca and leave a message of
condolence.

ELEANOR STERN
(nee SODOMSKY)

September 26, 1932 - January 1, 2012
On Sunday, January 1,

2012, at Seven Oaks Gen-
eral Hospital, Eleanor
Stern, beloved wife of the
late Sydney Stern, passed
away peacefully at the age
of 79 years.

Predeceased by her par-
ents Ben and Helen
Sodomsky; husband Syd-

ney Stern; sisters Blossom Roth and Estelle Schweid.
Eleanor, born in Winnipeg, will be sadly missed by

her three sons: Donald (Debbie), Gary (Elzbieta), Ri-
chard (Janis) and her five grandchildren, Cora, Alan,
Brian, Hannah and Julia.

Funeral service was held at Etz Chayim Synagogue
on Friday, January 6, 2012.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the
Canadian Heart and Stroke Foundation or the charity of
your choice.

KAYLA MOSER (nee KREVOY)
Died on December 12, 2011 in Vancouver, B.C.
Kayla was born to the late David and Manya Krevoy

in Hotin, Romania on June 2, 1936.  The family
immigrated to Vancouver in 1949.  In 1965 she married
Izzie Moser in Winnipeg. Kayla loved history, opera,
art, dance and travel.  She lived in Nassau, Jerusalem,
and Palm Springs before returning to Vancouver in
1999, after which time she continued to travel exten-
sively.

Kayla is survived by her ex-husband,  Izzie Moser of
Vancouver, her children Susan Moser (Thea Breite) of
Boston, and Larry Moser (Tara Gray) of Ottawa.  She
is also survived by 3 grandchildren: Li, Shalev and
Shirel, with a 4th on the way.

The funeral was held on Dec. 13th, at the Schara
Tzedeck  Cemetery in Vancouver. Donations in Kayla’s
memory may be made to the Hebrew University Dr.
Karen Gelmon Breast Cancer Research Fund and sent
to: The Canadian Friends of Hebrew University, 950
West 41st Ave. Suite 204, Vancouver, BC V5Z2N7.
May her memory be a blessing.

Deadline for the
January 25 issue of

The Jewish Post & News
is noon

Thursday, January 19

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SONIA BROWN

who passed away
January 11, 1979
12 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and will
always be remembered by your
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MAX BURKE

who passed away
January 1, 1975
18 Days in Tevet

Nothing can ever take away
The love a heart holds dear,
Fond memories linger every day
Remembrance keeps him near.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ANNE (CHANA)

BURSTEN
who passed away

December 24, 1994
21 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SOPHIE

ELFENBEIN
who passed away
January 12, 2006
12 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends.

6th Yahrzeit

5th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LEAH

FRANKEL
who passed away
January 3, 2007
13 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
FRED KITTNER

who passed away
January 4th, 1996
12 Days in Tevet

Our lives go on without you
and nothing is the same,
we have to hide our heartache
when someone speaks your name.
The special years will not return
when we were all together,
but the love we hold for you within
our hearts, will be with us forever.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
wife Sylvia and sons Brad and
Mark, and sisters-in-law
Charlotte and Vivi.

ALLAN GOREWICH
Sadly we announce that Allan (Gore) Gorewich

passed away on Sunday, December 18, 2011 at the age
of 94.

For almost a century, he touched us with his zest for
life, sense of humour, and tremendous devotion to his
family. We will always remember his positive outlook,
and ability to make everyone feel so special.

Wonderful, loving father of Faye Glesby (Victoria,
BC) and Shelley (David) Veats (Edmonton, AB), dear
brother of Roy (Elsie) Gorewich (Tottenham, ON), and
brother-in-law of Joe (Betty) Gilfix. Special Zaida of
Franci (Dave) Glesby-Dyer, Marc (Molly) Glesby, Jill
Veats, Meredith (Troy) Barnes and Mitchell Veats.
Proud Zaida-Zaida of Chloe and Riley Glesby, and
Parker Barnes. He also leaves to mourn his many
dedicated nieces & nephews.

Predeceased by his wife Eve (Gilfix), son-in-law
Zenith Glesby, and siblings Joe and Hy Gorewich and
Becky Travis.

Graveside service was held on December 20, 2011 at
the Shaarey Zedek Cemetery Winnipeg, Rabbi Neal
Rose officiating. If you wish, memorial donations may
be made to The Rainbow Society, 303-1 Wesley Av-
enue, Winnipeg, MB R3C 4C6, or a charity of your
choice.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JANUARY 11
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13th Yahrzeit

SIDNEY
GREENBERG

who passed away
January 11, 1999
23 Days in Tevet

14th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of our beloved

FREDA
GREENBERG

who passed away
March 4, 1998
6 Days in Adar

— Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

JUDITH
VERES

who passed away
December 2, 1998
13 Days in Kislev

DR. ALEXANDER
VERES

who passed away
January 31, 2010
16 Days in Shevat

In loving memory of

— Ever loved, remembered and missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

13th Yahrzeit 2nd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ISAAC HILF

who passed away
January 5, 1983

20 Days in Tevet, 5743
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his stepdaughter
Lucy Katz, grandchildren
Mel and Esther Verin and
great-grandchildren Jeremy
and Tanya.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SARA (RABER)

HOCHMAN
who passed away

December 28, 2002
23 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MORRIS

ISENBERG
who passed away

December 25, 2004
13th Day of Tevet

Dad, you are forever on our
minds
Always in our hearts
And very deeply missed
— Love your children and
grandchildren.

7th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren, great-grandchild, family and friends.

MOISHE-LAIZER
KAHAN

who passed away
December 12, 1991

5 Days in Tevet 5752

In loving memory of

SHEINDEL
KAHAN

who passed away
January 4, 2009

9 Days in Tevet 5769

We light the twelfth yahrzeit
candle in loving memory of

BILL
KAMINSKY

who passed away
December 28, 1999

19 days in Tevet
Your spirit lives on and always
will.
Times you laughed, gave advice
or just listened echo in the
memories of all those whose
lives you touched.
You will always be remembered
- your legacy will live on.
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by your loving wife,
children, grandchildren
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
IRVIN

NISENHOLT
who passed away
January 14, 2004
20 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed by his wife,
children and grandchildren.

1st Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SYD PALAY

who passed away
December 18, 2010

11 days in Tevet
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In loving memory of
RUTH PERMUT

who passed away
January 14, 2009
18 Days in Tevet

Time heals the separation
Memories are as bright as ever
Never forgotten in our hearts
— Husband, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

Third Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
HARRY (HASH)

SCHWARTZ
who passed away

December 28, 1996
19 Days in Tevet

Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
EVELYN

SHUSTER
who passed away
January 2, 2005
21 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving husband,
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
'BECKY'

REBECCA SPRINTZ
who passed away
January 24, 1987

23 Days in Tevet, 5747
Wife, Mother, Grandmother

Her legacy -
Love, Strength, Wisdom

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
EVA SOROKIN

who passed away
January 12, 1998
14 Days in Tevet

Forever in our hearts
— Always remembered by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, and
family.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

EDITH CLAIRE
HONIGMAN

who passed away
December 21, 1988

13 Days in Tevet
— Always remembered and
misssed by her son Archie, her
daughter Brenda, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MOLLY GILMAN

who passed away
January 10, 1990
13 Days in Tevet

Deep in our hearts
A memory is kept
Of a dear one we lost
And will never forget
— Forever loved and
remembered by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
ANNE

WEINSTEIN
who passed away

December 29, 2004
17 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and
loved by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and friends.

In Memoriam
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In Memoriam

First Yahrzeit

ZELMA
ZITZERMAN

14 Tevet 5772-January 19, 2011
Every day she prayed for the
good health and wellbeing of
her family, friends and Israelis;
every night she recited
“Schcmai Israel Adenoi
Elohenu Adenoi Ehod”, every
morning she began the day
looking for kindness in others
and showing compassion to
those who were troubled. Yes,
dear wife and mother, you were
one of a kind; deserving to be
missed and loved by us forever
with joy and in reverence.
— Your ever loving Shelly,
David and Mira.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JANUARY 18

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS
BERCOVICH

who passed away
January 28, 1979
28 Days in Tevet

—  Always remembered by
your son, grandchildren and
family.

In loving memory of our dear
father and

grandfather

SAM HENCEL
who passed away
January 30, 1987

29 Days in Tevet, 5747
Alwaysin our thoughts

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEN ZION KATZ
who passed away
January 17, 2007
27 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

TOBY
KOFFMAN
who passed away
January 22, 2003
20 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchild.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SHELDON KOHN

who passed away
December 29, 1983

24 Days in Tevet, 5744
His devotion, his inspiration, his
smile gladdened the hearts of those
who had the privilege of loving him.
— Dearly missed by Sheila,
Steven and Andrea,  family
and friends.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit
In loving memory of

JAY LEMER
who passed away
January 20, 2001

— Always remembered, never
forgotten by your loving
mother, brothers and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BELLA
MANDELL

who passed away on
January 15, 2001

20 Tevet 5761
In our hearts your memory
lingers
Always tender, fond and true
There's not a day dear mother
We do not think of you
Treasured still with love sincere
Memories of her we loved so
dear
Always so good, unselfish and
kind
Few on this earth her equal
we'll find.
— Lovingly remembered and
very sadly missed by your
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MARION
MASARSKY

who passed away
January 12, 1999

25 of Tevet
— Remembered on this
thirteenth Yahrzeit and always
by her husband Sol, children
and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

SONIA
NIMCHONOK

who passed away
January 26, 1990
1 Day in Shevat

— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM POLLOCK
who passed away

December 28, 1980
22 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LIBBYE ROSE
who passed away

December 29, 2002
24 Days in Tevet

— Forever remembered by her
loving family and friends.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RONDA
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
January 4, 2005
24 Days in Tevet

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
daughters, sons-in-law,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In loving memory of

FAYE SETTLER
who passed away
January 21, 2004
27 Days in Tevet

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by her family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISRAEL “IZZY”
SHAPIRO
Who passed away
January 2, 2011
26 Tevet 5771

— Ever present in our hearts.
Sorely missed & never
forgotten. Your family.

In Memoriam

1st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DOLLY
SILVERMAN

who passed away
January 4, 2002
20 days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, great
grandchildren and sister.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SARAH ANNE
TELCHEN

(nee GLASSMAN)
who passed away

December 22, 1994
20 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered by her
nieces and nephews.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH
WILLIAM ZILZ

who passed away
February 14, 1999
26 Days in Tevet

Forever in our hearts.
— Always missed by your
daughters Jackie, Lynda,
JoAnn, sons-in-law David and
Allan, grand-children and
family.

With happy and loving
memories of our beautiful

CLARIBEL
SIMKIN

who passed away
January 6, 1991
20 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered by her
daughters, son-in-law and
granddaughters.

In Memoriam
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U.S. news

By RON KAMPEAS 
WASHINGTON (JTA) – There were three winners in the

Iowa Republican caucuses: Mitt Romney, Rick Santorum and,
not far behind them, Ron Paul. 

There were also (at least) three takeaways for Jewish
observers: foreign policy matters, evangelicals matter – and
Ron Paul matters. 

The importance of foreign policy in the 2012 presidential
race, even in a farm state once known better for the pledges
for ethanol subsidies it extracts from candidates, was evident
in the speeches following the voting. 

Romney, the former Massachusetts governor and nomina-
tive winner – he bested Santorum, the former U.S. senator
from Pennsylvania, by a mere eight votes – launched his
speech with a broadside against President Obama’s Iran policy. 

“Iran is about to have nuclear weaponry just down the road,” Romney
told his followers. “He said he’d have a policy of engagement. How’s
that worked out?” 

Santorum’s strong showing – he and Romney split 50 percent of the
vote evenly – was credited mostly to his months-long dedication to the
state, working every county and making more than 300 appearances. 

But Santorum’s strong foreign policy performance in the debates, in
which he showed a command of detail stemming from his 12 years in
the Senate, also was likely a factor. 

In a New York Times profile published Wednesday, Santorum advisers
said the candidate started to stress his own hard line on Iran after see-
ing how it elicited positive responses during his Iowa campaign. 

Newt Gingrich, the former U.S. House of Representatives speaker who
placed fourth with 13 percent, said in his speech that he would make
his foreign policy differences with Paul, who finished third in Iowa with
21 percent of the vote, a campaign issue in New Hampshire, which has
its vote on Jan. 10. 

“I have no doubt about the survival of Israel as a moral cause which
we have to recognize as central to our future,” Gingrich said in his
speech, targeting Paul who has downplayed Iran’s potential nuclear
threat and pledged to end aid to Israel if elected. 

Aside from Gingrich, candidates faring less well in Iowa included
Texas Gov. Rick Perry, who received 10 percent of the vote, and Rep.
Michele Bachmann (R-Minn.), with 5 percent. Perry said he would
“reassess” his campaign; Bachmann ended her drive for the bid. 

“I have decided to stand aside,” she said at a news conference
Wednesday. 

All three had at various times during 2011 experienced surges in the
polls, a signal of the difficulties faced by
Romney, who has struggled to break away
from the pack and establish himself as the
clear front-runner. 

Romney’s albatross has been his reputation
as a moderate in a party that has moved
sharply to the right since the 2010 congres-
sional elections, when the conservative Tea
Party helped Republicans regain the House. 

That was another factor explaining
Santorum’s last-minute surge; he performed
especially well in rural Iowa counties where
evangelicals predominate. Santorum is a
Roman Catholic, but his take-no-prisoners
stance on abortion and gay marriage, and his
defense of religious expression in the public
square has appealed to the evangelical base. 

“There is still an ‘anybody but Mitt’ camp,
and it’s winnowed down by two today,” Fred
Zeidman, a major fundraiser for Romney, said
in an interview. 

Santorum already was reaching out to pro-
Israel fundraisers in the wake of his strong
showing, insiders said. Those givers had most-
ly ignored him until now because of his back-
of-the-pack showings in the polls until very
recently. 

Pro-Israel insiders said Santorum would like-
ly get a more receptive hearing in the wake of
Iowa, although whether it would be enough to
assist him going into New Hampshire was
another question. With voting in the first pri-
mary state just days away, Santorum has a min-
imal ground operation in the state. 

As a senator, Santorum had a strongly pro-
Israel record, but Zeidman said his social
stances would ultimately alienate Jewish givers. 

“They would be anathema to the communi-
ty,” he said. 

Paul’s showing kept him in the race. Jewish

Republicans had attempted to discount his support as mostly coming
from supporters who took advantage of Iowa’s relatively loose caucus
rules; voters are allowed to register with the party up to the day of vot-
ing. But his 21 percent support – and his dominance among young and
independent caucus-goers – have left him as a force to be reckoned with. 

Jon Huntsman, the former Utah governor, did not compete in Iowa. 

Three winners in Iowa and three takeaways for Jews 

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
LOU LEIBL

who passed away
December 27, 2002

22 Days in Tevet
You are missed every day
We remember your strong spirit
Wisdom and encouragement
May your soul be at peace

With much love
— Your family and friends

MITT ROMNEY RICK SANTORUM RON PAUL



By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN
There’s been a plethora of news about the recent outbreak of vio-

lence in the town of Bet-Shemesh in Israel. It’s been described as ten-
sions between the religious and the secular. Thank G-d that most
Jewish communities do not suffer outbreaks of violence between Jew
and Jew. Neither do most Israeli communities.

We need, though, to view these events in their proper perspective.
The real truth is that the violence is not between the religious and the
secular.

It is basic to Judaism that a person be caring and compassionate. A
person that eats kosher but is violent is not a religious Jew. It makes no
difference which half of Torah you drop, either half without the other
is meaningless. Moses brought down from Sinai two tablets. One
tablet spoke about belief in G-d and observing the Shabbat, while the
other tablet contained rules of conduct between one person and
another. The Judaism is a package deal; if we cut it and distort it, it is
no longer Judaism.

There are people that have a streak of meanness in their character
and enjoy violence. To allow themselves the opportunity to exercise
violence, they pretend to speak for religion. And there are some mean

spirited people that pretend to act in the name of secularism. But in
truth, neither is true. These people are neither pious nor secular; they
are plain mean mean-spirited people.

During the second Temple, the vast majority of Jews were tradition-
ally observant. A Jewish king by the name of Yanai subscribed to a
modified version of Judaism promoted by the Sadducees. He ruled
with an iron hand and murdered thousands of Jews, many of them
famous and revered scholars.

Yanai’s wife was Queen Shlomit Alexandra, the sister of the great
Mishnaic teacher, Rabbi Shimeon son of Shatach. She reigned after
the death of her husband and under  her wise government, Israel
enjoyed its best period of tranquility and prosperity.

When King Yanai was on his deathbed, he sensed that Shlomit was
very worried about the possibility that the Jews of Israel, outraged at
his cruelty, would break out in uncontrolled violence when he died.
So he told her “Have no fear, not of the religious Jews, nor of the
Sadducees. Sincere and well-meaning people are not violent. You only
need to fear the pretenders, those that act sinfully but then demand to
be recognized as pious. Those are the dangerous ones.”

This coming Sunday, the 20th of Tevet, is the Yahrzeit of
Maimonides. The following Thursday, the 24th of Tevet, is the birthday
of Rabbi Schneur Zalman, the founder of Chabad. Both of these spir-
itual giants changed the course of Jewish history. Their teaching had a
major impact on Jewish life.

Maimonides wrote the greatest compendium of Jewish law, the
“Mishna Torah”. But his greatness was not only his exceptional knowl-
edge, but his presentation of the underlying principles of Judaism. He
describes the principles of Jewish faith, the guidelines that determine
Jewish law and he wrote the famous “Guide to the Perplexed”.

Rabbi Schneur Zalman, the Alter Rebbe, wrote the most authorita-
tive code of Jewish Law, known as “Shulkhan Arukh HaRav”. His
greatness was not just in collecting laws, but in providing depth and
meaning to Judaism in a turbulent period of history. The Rebbe’s code
presents the underlying principles of Jewish practice with lucid, logi-
cal explanations.

Moreover, the first Rebbe of Chabad wrote the “Tanya” and devel-
oped the system of Chabad that enriched Judaism with depth and
meaning.

The Yahrzeits of these two great people are a time to reflect on the
importance of how one should live Judaism. Never should we accept
superficiality, which leads to distortions and even to violence. We
should rather seek authenticity and depth. That will allow us to connect
with one another and grow together in our commitment to Jewish life.
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Torah comment

For quality cleaning at
reasonable rates

Call Cyndi
487-1475

Serving Wpg. South

CLEANING

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through me and

receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss
925-7999

e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

HSBA
SENIOR HOME

Bach Apt.
All utilities inc. with rent,

air, elevator
 Rent $366.00

ph. Barb ext. 2227
Astroid Mgt. 338-4671

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, Jan. 13. Candle lighting: 4:34. Mincha: 4:35. Schacharis: 9:30. Shabbat ends:

5:39. Sunday morning service: 9:00. Weekday morning service: 8:00. Mincha/Maariv ser-
vice for the week of Jan. 15-19: 4:40.

Friday, Jan. 20. Candle lighting: 4:45. Mincha: 4:45. Schacharis: 9:30. Shabbat ends:
5:48. Mincha/Maariv service for the week of Jan. 22-26: 4:50.

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers tradition-
al Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is
saying kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, January 13 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 4:40 p.m., candle light-

ing 4:34 p.m.
Saturday, January 14 - Shemot - morning service 9:00 a.m. Speaker D’arcy Bruning-

Haid. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 5:33 p.m. 
Sunday, January 15 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, January 16-Thursday, January 19 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service

6:00 p.m.
Friday, January 20 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 4:50 p.m., candle light-

ing 4:45 p.m.
Saturday, January 21 - Vaera - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 5:48 p.m.
Sunday, January 22 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, January 23-Tuesday, January 24 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service

6:00 p.m. Wednesday, January 25 - Rosh Chodesh - morning service 7:15 a.m. Evening ser-
vice 6:00 p.m. Thursday, January 26 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue

office. 
Friday, January 13. Morning Service 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 4:34 p.m.
Shabbat, January 14 - Parashat ShemotMorning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00

p.m.; Havdallah 5:36 p.m.
Friday, January 20. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 4:45 p.m.
Shabbat, January 21 - Parashat Va’era. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00

p.m.; Havdallah 5:46 p.m.
Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Canadian Holidays

9:00 a.m. Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat
Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.

HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 
A heimishe Modern Orthodox Synagogue where everyone is welcome! Join Rabbi Ellis

and our vibrant community in River Heights at 620 Brock Street (at the corner of
Fleet Avenue).

Jan. 13 – Jan. 14 Parshat Shemot: Kabbalat Shabbat 4:40 p.m., Shacharit: 9:30 a.m.,
Havdalah, Maariv and Seudah Shlishit 5:38 p.m.

Jan. 20 – Jan. 21 Parashat Vaera: Kabbalat Shabbat 4:50 p.m., Shacharit 9:30 a.m.,
Havdalah, Maariv and Seudah Shlishit 5:48 p.m.

For additional detail, please visit the Herzlia website - www.herzlia.org
HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE

Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297
Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and
Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle lighting time for Friday, Jan. 13 no later than 4:34 p.m. MIncha/Kabbalat Shabbat

at 4:35 p.m. Saturday morning service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the week - Shemot. Mincha
service at 4:35 p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:39 p.m. Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 4:45 p.m. 

Candle lighting time for Friday, Jan. 20 no later than 4:45 p.m. MIncha/Kabbalat Shabbat
at 4:45 p.m. Saturday morning service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the week - Va’eira. Shabbat
Mevarchim. Mincha service at 4:45 p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:48 p.m. Rosh Chodesh Shevat
- Wednesday, Jan. 25. Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 4:55 p.m. 

Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is invited to attend.
TEMPLE SHALOM

Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be
holding: Friday, January 13 at 7:30 p.m.  Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria with
music by Janet Pelletier Goetze. Saturday, Jan. 14 at 10:00 a.m.  Torah Service led by Rabbi
Karen Soria. Saturday, Jan. 14 at 4:00 p.m. Torah Study led by Rabbi Karen Soria  topic: The
Joseph Chronicles. Saturday, Jan. 14 at 7:30 p.m.  Havdallah and Adult Ed led by Rabbi
Karen Soria. Topic to be announced  Held off-site.

Friday, Jan. 20 at 7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service lay led by David Topper with music by Janet
Pelletier Goetze. Sat. Jan. 21st at 10:30 a.m. new Shabbat program, YOGA SHALOM (
direct from the Biennial Conference in Washington). The ‘service’ lasts one hour and 15
minutes and offers yoga poses for all levels of ability. A yoga mat or towel should be
brought if you are able to do the floor poses. 

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

Judaism without pretence
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Women’s
Philanthropy

The Combined Jewish Appeal raises funds for local, national
and overseas Jewish communities. Women’s Philanthropy, 
a division of the CJA, oversees women’s participation in the
annual campaign, and raises over $1 million annually by offering
programs and events to engage women from all walks of
life and inform them about community needs. Women’s
Philanthropy is an international organization affiliated with the
Jewish Federations of North America, and is always looking
for committed volunteers to canvass donors, plan events,
and develop marketing strategies to maximize women’s
involvement. For more information, call Elaine Goldstine,
Director of Financial Resource Development, at 204-477-7427.

The Women’s Philanthropy and Lion of Judah opening events
in September featured former Winnipegger Karen Morton,
who now lives in Toronto and is a very active philanthropist
and fundraiser, as keynote speaker. Her message of women’s
empowerment inspired the 120 women in attendance at both
events to make a personal difference.

Co-Chairs Val Thompson and Glenna Kay welcomed 75 women
in December to Rebel with a Cause: Topics in Health, an evening
of no-nonsense advice on nutrition and dieting by former
Winnipegger and best-selling diet book author, Melissa
Hershberg M.D. Full story and photos at jewishwinnipeg.org.

L-R: Eve Vickar & Tova Vickar with
Hope Morry,  2011 CJA Campaign Chair,

at the Women’s Philanthropy Opening Event

L-R: Lions of Judah Elaine Goldberg,
Hester Kroft and Dee Buchwald

at the Opening Event

L-R: Elana Schultz and Beth Goldberg
at the Women’s Philanthropy

Opening Event

L-R: Sally Lipschitz and Michelle Weinberg at
the Rebel with a Cause: Topics in Health

Women’s Philanthropy Event

L-R: Women’s Philanthropy Opening Event
Hosts Elyse Halprin, Baillie Chisick

and Susan Halprin

L-R: Women’s Philanthropy Chair Marcia
Cosman with Keynote Speaker Karen Morton

at the Lion of Judah Opening Event

L-R: Lion of Judah Chair Val Thompson with
hostess Sophie Thompson at the

Lion of Judah Opening Event

L-R: Debbie Brown, Susan Frankel,
Sharon Weinstein and Susan Remis

at Rebel with a Cause

L-R: Women’s Philanthropy Opening Event
Co-Chairs Mariana Sussi, Aileen Berger-White

and Laurel Malkin

Rebel with a Cause Keynote Dr. Melissa
Hershberg (centre), with Topics in Health

Co-Chairs Val Thompson (left) & Glenna Kay

L-R: Lisa Kroft and Diane Shindleman
at the Lion of Judah Opening Event

L-R: Kerri Halprin and Marlene Stern
at the Topics in Health Event


