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Watchdog: Anti-Semitic incidents
doubled in France to new high

(JTA) – Last year saw a doubling of anti-Semitic
incidents in France to a record high and a 60 per-
cent increase in Belgium. 

In France, the Jewish community’s watchdog on
anti-Semitism, SPCJ, recorded 851 incidents in
2014 compared to 423 the previous year, the
group reported Tuesday – International Holocaust
Memorial Day – on its Facebook page. The total
was slightly above the previous record year of
2009, which saw 832 incidents. 

In Belgium, the number of incidents recorded
last year rose to 200, a 60 percent increase over
2013, according to a report published Friday by
the Le Soir daily. The number was based on data
collected by the online platform
antisemitisme.be, which works with Jewish and
government institutions. 

Belgium has approximately 40,000 Jews, while
France has approximately half a million. 

In both countries, the increase was attributed to
Israel’s actions during its war in Gaza last sum-
mer. 

According to SPCJ, about half of all racist
attacks in France last year were committed
against Jews, who constitute 1 percent of the pop-
ulation. SPCJ released similar figures in 2012, but
France’s National Consultative Commission on
Human Rights said anti-Semitic attacks account-
ed for only 39 percent of the overall figure of
1,539 that year. 

Anti-Semitic incidents in France that involved
violence increased by 130 percent in 2014 over
the previous year, according to SPCJ, to 241 from
105. According to the report, the figure for 2014
was the third highest since 1998. The record was
974 incidents in 2002. 

Along with major cities such as Paris and
Marseille, anti-Semitism was prevalent in heavily
Jewish suburbs of the French capital such as
Creteil and Sarcelles, SPCJ reported. 

B’nai Brith Canada’s weekly to suspend print edition
TORONTO (JTA) January

30, 2015 – One of Canada’s
two Jewish weekly newspa-
pers announced it was tem-
porarily ceasing publication
of its print edition.

The Jewish Tribune, which is published
by B’nai Brith Canada, made the
announcement Thursday.

The suspension of the paper’s print edi-
tion for 13 weeks “will provide an oppor-
tunity to re-think and re-focus ways the
Tribune can best serve and inform the
community in a dynamic and responsive
way,” the paper stated. “We will update
you as future decisions are made for the
print edition.”

The paper’s website, jewishtribune.ca,
“will continue to offer relevant and news-
worthy content.”

In April, 2013, the Tribune’s main com-
petitor, the Canadian Jewish News,
announced that it was ceasing publication
after 53 years. But a public outcry and
renewed funding rescued The CJN’s print

and Web editions.
If permanent, the Tribune’s departure

would leave the CJN as Canada’s sole
national Jewish newspaper. It has hewed
largely to a centrist editorial stance, while
the Tribune had leaned unmistakably to
the right and was a vocal booster of
Canada’s pro-Israel Conservative govern-
ment.

The Tribune is described by its staff as
the country’s “largest independently-oper-
ated Jewish newspaper by circulation.”

A B’nai Brith spokesman told JTA the
decision to suspend publication was
taken “to re-examine the best ways the
print edition can service the community”
and was made “by the Tribune manage-
ment, with the best interest of the paper in
mind.”

On International Holocaust
Remembrance Day, survivors

and leaders mark 70 years since
Auschwitz liberation 

(JNS.org) More than 300 Holocaust sur-
vivors along with world leaders gathered
at the site of the Auschwitz-Birkenau con-
centration camp on Tuesday to commem-
orate the 1.1 million people killed there,
as well as the millions of other victims
killed during the Holocaust, as part of
International Holocaust Remembrance
Day. 

Halina Birenbaum, an 85-year-old
Polish-Jewish survivor of the camp, said at
the ceremony that Auschwitz was “like
nothing similar to anything in human
experience.”

“Cursing, beatings, sophisticated tor-
ture, corporal punishment for petty
offenses or for nothing at all. Columns of
people being led to gas chambers. A pil-
lar of fire straight to the sky. Trains and
trains full of new victims,” she said, the
Wall Street Journal reported.

In a speech, president of the World
Jewish Congress Ronald Lauder warned
that “slowly the demonization of Jews

Argentine Jewish groups boycott
government Holocaust ceremony

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (JTA) –
Argentina’s major Jewish institutions boy-
cotted the country’s official Holocaust
Memorial Day ceremony to protest the
death of AMIA prosecutor Alberto Nisman. 

Leaders of AMIA, DAIA, the Holocaust
Museum of Buenos Aires, the Argentine
Zionist Organization and the Simon
Wiesenthal Center said that they would not
participate in the government-organized
event on Tuesday. Several officials who
asked not to be identified cited Nisman’s
suspicious death on Jan. 18 and the infor-
mation in his 300-page criminal complaint
as reasons for boycotting the ceremony. 

The organizations held their own
Holocaust memorial ceremony at the rebuilt
AMIA headquarters on Tuesday morning. 

The Latin American representative of the
Wiesenthal Center, Sergio Widder told JTA,
“We join the decision of the other Jewish
NGOs in this sensitive moment. We want to
send a message to the government, a mes-
sage that there is a bad mood these days,
that we are farther than ever from the possi-
bility of finding truth and justice in the AMIA
case.” 

According to Nisman’s complaint,
Argentina’s government signed a deal with

Argentinean prosecutor 
ALBERTO NISMAN

found dead in his apartment under 
suspicious circumstances

The entrance to the Auschwitz 
concentration camp 
Credit: Wikimedia Commons. 

Continued on page 2. See “Auschwitz”. Continued on page 6. See “Argentina”.



Kasim Hafeez on mistakes people make thinking about Muslims
By BERNIE BELLAN

Anyone who has been reading this paper the past
few years would realize that the line I have been tak-
ing vis-à-vis accommodation between Israelis and
Palestinians is what would be termed “leftist”. Myron
Love, in contrast, is decidedly right wing – and
Myron’s regular op-eds have served as a good balance
to what I have been writing.

Yet, after having listened to Kasim Hafeez speak to
the new “Israel Advocacy” group on two occasions
these past couple of months, I’ve begun to question
some of my own previously held notions about the
possibilities of reaching any sort of real accommoda-
tion with Palestinians. I had already met – on two dif-
ferent occasions in Israel, Khaled Abou Toameh, a
Palestinian journalist who writes for the Jerusalem
Post, among other publications, and about whom
Myron wrote a terrific piece several issues back. So, it
was not as if I weren’t acquainted with a Muslim who
could write and speak quite cynically about other
Muslims – and not from a safe distance either.

Kasim Hafeez also is willing to take on all comers
when it comes to debating the true dangers of Islam.
Having him here in Winnipeg is a luxury in that it
allows us to hear the views of someone who doesn’t hold back out of
concerns for political correctness when it comes to serving up the
straight goods about Islam.

Between Kasim and Khaled – both of whom are as cynical as they
come about Islamic aspirations, I’ve been left wondering whether the
hard-line position that Myron has been promoting when it comes to
dealing with the Muslim world might not be the more practical
approach than the softer line I have been pushing.

Here’s why: Kasim Hafeez speaks as someone who was indoctrinat-
ed within a style of Islam that is not as extreme as what, say a nutcase
group such as ISIS would be pushing, but nonetheless, hatred for Jews
within Kasim’s Pakistani upbringing in Britain was taken for granted.

During Kasim’s talk on January 15 I asked him whether it was not
true that many Muslim immigrants who had moved to Western coun-
tries were, in fact, wanting to get away from the more extreme forms
of Islam that had been practiced in their native countries?

“Yes, that’s true,” Kasim agreed. “The first generation of Muslim
immigrants did come to the U.K. and Canada to get away from Islamic
control (Sharia law)…but later generations are harkening back to the
old ways.

“Two things happened,” Kasim suggested: “When an immigrant
community first arrives in a new country, for the most part they want
to integrate into the larger community.

“But, younger generations find themselves struggling for an identity.
And, as happened in Britain, when the members of the younger gen-
eration see their new adopted country giving weapons and support to
Israel, they ask themselves: ‘How can we be loyal to this country?’ “

So, the question that I wanted to ask Kasim, emanating from his obser-
vation about the generation of which he is a part, is how much hatred
of Jews is a natural part of being a Muslim? Kasim said: “Demonization
of Jews is the default position in much of the Muslim world.”

To that end, Kasim lays most of the blame on Saudi Arabia and the
extreme form of Islam practiced there known as “Wahabism”. I noted
in my last “Short takes” column that Kasim alluded to one organiza-
tion in particular, known as the “Al Magri Foundation”, which is Saudi
financed and which has laid down deep roots in Canada, as an exam-
ple of the type of organization that fosters the kind of antipathy for
Jews that is so typical among young Muslims. As for distinguishing
between Jews and Israelis, moreover, Kasim explained that Muslims
generally find it difficult to understand the difference. We’re all the

same, in essence, in the minds of most Muslims.
Kasim went on to discuss the virulent hatred

between Saudi Arabia and Iran. One observation he
made that most of us there that evening found partic-
ularly surprising was that “Iran hates Saudi Arabia
more than it hates Israel.”

As for the U.S.’s role in the Middle East, Kasim had
this to say: “To be hated in the Middle East is no big
deal. The real danger is to become irrelevant” which,
Kasim argues (along with a great many other of
Obama’s critics), is what has happened.

For anyone who may be naïve about Islam, Kasim
would say this: “Islam, at its core, is about conquest.”

There have been three stages of Islam, Kasim noted:
As a “desert religion”, as a “global empire”, and as an
empire in “decline”, i.e. the Ottaman Empire, culmi-
nating in the past century with the artificial creation
by colonial powers of Muslim “nation states”, some-
thing Kasim described as a “complete failure”.

“The problem” in dealing with the failure of the
attempt to create Muslim nation states, however,
according to Kasim, is that “instead of asking how we
can remedy this we look backward” to past glories,
such as the Islamic Caliphate, which is what ISIS is

doing.
Thus, an organization such as the Al Magri Foundation says to young

Muslims: “You don’t belong here.”
But, because of Saudi Arabia’s huge influence in so much of the

Muslim world, Kasim warned, “Things are going to get a lot worse
because we can’t deal with the core issue, which is Saudi Arabia,
unless the oil money runs out.”

Turning to ISIS and its nihilistic ideology, Kasim said: “ISIS ideology
maintains that if there is an Islamic state (which is what ISIS claims to
have created in Iraq and Syria) then, by law, it is every Muslim’s duty
to emigrate to that state. But, if you can’t move there, then kill the infi-
dels where you are and strike terror.”

Interestingly, however, Kasim suggested that “ISIS doesn’t care about
Jerusalem. It’s Mecca and Medina that are important” and nothing
else.

“Under Islamic law the only mosque you can travel to visit is in
Mecca or Medina,” he added.

The Catch 22 in dealing with ISIS, however, is that if you attack
them, you inflame Muslim passions; but if you don’t attack them and
allow them to remain where they are”, you are also in a terrible
conundrum.

Kasim had these observations to make about other players in the
Muslim world: 

Jordan – instead of launching a full military strike on Jordan, ISIS is
reaching out to Palestinians there.

Hamas – terribly weakened – “at a critical collapse point now”,
Kasim said. “They took a battering from Israel”; they’re “being
attacked by Egypt”.

Turkey – “sees the Arab world as weak, sees itself on the rise.” Turkey
“supports proxies on its border regions while looking on.”

Finally, Kasim had this to say about our situation right here in North
America: “The Jewish community in North America is making the
same mistake that the Jewish community in the U.K. made, which is:
“If you don’t say anything (about Islamic extremism), the problem will
go away.”

Notwithstanding that I’ve given a bleak summary of what a former
anti-Semite had to say about the danger inherent in ignoring Islamic
extremism, I will still continue to look for other viewpoints that might
offer a somewhat less bleak outlook. It’s important, however, to con-
tinue offering as wide a range of views as possible within this paper.
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KASIM HAFEEZ: 
“Demonization of Jews is
the default position in
much of the Muslim
world.”

became an opportunity to attack Jews.
Much of this came from the Middle
East, but it has found fertile ground
throughout the world,” Lauder added,

the Associated Press reported.
In an official statement, President Barack Obama, who was not pre-
sent at the ceremony, said that “the recent terrorist attacks in Paris
serve as a painful reminder of our obligation to condemn and com-
bat rising anti-Semitism in all its forms, including the denial or trivi-
alization of the Holocaust.”

Numerous global leaders attended the commemoration of
Auschwitz’s liberation from Poland, France, Germany, and several
other European countries. Absent from the commemoration was also

Russian President Vladimir Putin. Russian Chief of Staff Sergei Ivanov
attended the event instead, as did U.S. Treasury Secretary Jack Lew,
who is Jewish.

Putin was present at a separate Holocaust commemoration at
Moscow’s Jewish Museum and Center for Tolerance on Tuesday.

At a reception in Krakow with 100 Auschwitz survivors on the eve
of the gathering on Monday, American-Jewish film director Steven
Spielberg—director of the famed Holocaust motion picture
“Schindler’s List”— also said “we need to be preserving places like
Auschwitz so people can see for themselves how evil ideologies can
become tangible acts of murder.”

Auschwitz
(Continued from page 1.)
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Gray Academy’s Lori Binder completes 
special leadership training program

Lori Binder, Associate Head of School at
Gray Academy of Jewish Education, recent-
ly completed the Day School Leadership
Training Institute (DSLTI), an intensive train-
ing program for educators of all Jewish
denominations presented by the William
Davidson Graduate School of Jewish
Education of The Jewish Theological
Seminary. 

The current cohort of DSLTI fellows
includes a mix of educational leaders from
Conservative, Reform, Reconstructionist,
Orthodox, and community Jewish Day
Schools. 

“Our fellows represent a broad range of North American Jewry,”
says Dr. Ray Levi, director of DSLTI. “What they have in common is
their tremendous intellectual gifts, commitment to educational
excellence, and desire to serve and perpetuate the Jewish people.
Their diversity enriches every aspect of the institute and provides a
living laboratory for Jewish pluralism.” 

“This is an incredible opportunity for Gray Academy of Jewish
Education,” says Rory Paul, Head of School and CEO for the
Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education. “Having someone with Lori’s
expertise on staff, leading us toward being a premiere 21st Century
school ensures our future and our community’s future.” 

Participants in DSLTI join a network of more than 100 alumni serv-
ing in senior leadership positions in Jewish day schools throughout
the United States and Canada. Each graduate has access to contin-
uing professional development and networking opportunities. 

LORI BINDER



Readers of this week’s issue may notice a
rather controversial ad and accompanying
article about an upcoming appearance in
Winnipeg by Jeff Halper, a staunch critic of
Israel. In some ways I was surprised that we
were even asked to run an ad of this sort, as I
wondered how many of our readers would
honestly be interested in hearing what Halper
has to say.

It turns out, however, that at least some of this paper’s readers belong
to organizations that are generally regarded as “pariahs” by other
more main-stream Jewish organizations. Foremost among those pari-
ahs would be “Independent Jewish Voices”, whose members have
long been among the fiercest critics of Israeli government policies and
who call into question Israel’s right to exist in the first place.

The fact that Independent Jewish Voices would even want to con-
sider advertising in The Jewish Post & News came as a surprise to me,
but given my longstanding policy of attempting to provide a forum to
as wide a range of views on Israel and Jewish affairs as possible, I told
the representative from Independent Jewish Voices who contacted me
that I would allow them to advertise Halper’s appearance here.

I was also asked whether I would consider interviewing Halper
before a live audience. The reason, I was told, is  that I have a reputa-
tion for fairness, even when it comes to discussing issues that might
inflame the passions of our readers. I agreed to interview Halper –
something that will take place at the Free Press News Café on Monday,
February 9, beginning at 7 pm.

At the same time, however, I have become an active participant in a
new group about which both Myron Love and I have been reporting,
and which is known as the “Israel Advocacy” group. I don’t mind
admitting that when certain members of that group heard that I would
be involved in anything to do with Independent Jewish Voices, they
indicated a certain amount of consternation.

I responded to those members by saying that it was not my intention
to let Halper off easily when I interview him. I am well aware that he
is highly intelligent and extremely well versed in certain aspects of
Israel’s policies toward Palestinians. I have no doubt that someone like
Halper will be able to quote chapter and verse from instances of
alleged “crimes” committed by Israeli authorities over the years. I am
also not arrogant enough to think that, if it were a debate with Halper
in which I would be participating, that I would be able to best him.
But it won’t be a debate; it will be an interview.

Years ago there was a famous debate held between Norman
Finkelstein, who is also well-known as one of the fiercest critics of
Israeli government policy, and Alan Dershowitz, who is often regard-
ed as one of Israel’s most eloquent defenders. While some may argue
that Dershowitz acquitted himself well in that debate, the general con-

sensus is that
Finkelstein won that
debate. 

But, what if
Dershowitz had
refused to debate
Finkelstein? At least a
staunch defense of
Israel’s position was
put forward when
Dershowitz did
debate Finkelstein.
The fact is that too
often Israel’s critics
are given free rein
when it comes to
attacking her. Sure,
speakers may be chal-
lenged on campuses
from time to time by
pro-Israel advocates,
but let’s be honest:
Israel’s critics always
control the agenda
when it comes to the
type of forum in
which they appear.
Pro-Israel supporters
ask questions from a
distance, and when
they do ask questions,
if they have the nerve
to do so amidst what
are invariably hostile

audiences, they are rarely given the opportunity to follow up any
response they might receive to their questions with another question.

Jeff Halper has carved out a role as “coordinator of the Israeli
Committee Against House Demolitions (ICAHD)”. He is also an advo-
cate for the BDS movement (Boycott, Divest, Sanctions). As well, he is
outspoken in his accusation that Israel is engaged in “apartheid” in its
policies toward Palestinians. He has appeared in Winnipeg before – in
2009. I note that, during his upcoming visit to Winnipeg this time
around he will be speaking at a United Church and at both the
University of Manitoba and the University of Winnipeg. While there
may be an opportunity to ask questions of Halper at each of those
other venues, when I was offered the chance to engage in a full-scale
dialogue with him, I jumped at that opportunity. It’s not very often that
a group such as Independent Jewish Voices affords defenders of Israel
the time to speak out on behalf of Israel at one of their events, never
mind engage in a full-scale interview with a fierce critic of Israel
before a live audience.

So, I thought, here’s an actual opportunity to challenge a virulent
critic of Israel in an ongoing discussion. I will be the one asking the
questions and, although I plan on extending every courtesy to Halper
during my interview with him, I do intend to hold him to account.

If you were to Google Jeff Halper’s name, however, you would find
that by far the vast majority of websites that pop up heap praise on
him for the work he has done over the years. Somewhat surprisingly,
I could find only a couple of sites that actually criticize Halper. 

Of those sites, there were two main themes that I could see when it
came to criticizing Halper and others like him who would choose to
isolate Israel for its supposed failings: The first is that Israel is far from
alone in the way it conducts certain policies, and because Halper has
chosen to concentrate on one particular aspect of Israeli policies, i.e.
house demolitions, here, for instance, is what Mike Fegelman of
Honest Reporting Canada, had to say regarding Halper:

‘…where is Jeff Halper’s outrage for the thousands of homes that
Egypt has razed along its border with the Gaza Strip in an effort to
thwart terror and smuggling? And where was Halper’s outrage when
Hamas in 2010 razed 180 homes in Gaza to erect an Islamic religious
centre or when, in 2013, it demolished 75 homes in Gaza it alleged
were “illegal”? ‘

The second theme, and one that I found even more fascinating, goes
to the heart of whether Israel’s policy of demolishing homes belong-
ing to the families of terrorists is even effective in the first place. There
appears to have been a consensus that Israel’s demolition policy had-
n’t achieved the desired results. In 2005, in fact, Israel’s then-defense
minister, Shaul Mofaz, ended the policy of demolishing the homes of
Palestinian terrorists but, in late 2014, Israel announced that it was, in
fact, resuming the demolition of homes of suspected terrorists.

A recent study by three academics, however, would seem to suggest
that there was some value to demolishing the homes of terrorists,
notwithstanding the consensus that appeared to have emerged, even
within the Israeli government that it was largely ineffective. The
authors of the study claim that there were some positive efforts as a
result of the demolitions policy, although its value was admittedly
quite limited. Nonetheless, the authors of the study do agree that,
“punitive demolitions led to a significant decrease in terror attacks,
between 11.7 and 14.9 percent, in the months immediately following
the demolition.”

In contrast though, the authors distinguish between the demolition
of homes for “punitive” reasons and for “precautionary” reasons, e.g.
to prevent snipers from using those homes. “Precautionary” demoli-
tions, in fact, were found to have led to an increase in terrorist inci-
dents.

There is the added element of the demolition of Palestinian homes
where they are found to be illegally situated. That is an entirely differ-
ent issue from the one of demolition of homes to deter terrorism, but
one with which Halper is also extremely well versed.

My point in writing about Halper prior to his appearance here is to
alert readers to the fact that a very articulate and well-schooled critic
of Israel will be in Winnipeg in a few days time. Moreover, Jeff Halper
is Jewish, lives in Israel, and is an anthropology professor at Ben-
Gurion University. No doubt many Jews would label him a “self-hat-
ing Jew”, but I categorically resist and detest the use of that label.
Heck, I’ve been called that myself. 

I would hope that some among you might want to attend one or
more of Halper’s speaking engagements here and, if you care to pass
along the information about Halper’s schedule to others who may not
read this paper, that might be helpful as well. I would hope that any-
one attending any of the venues at which he might be appearing
would behave respectfully, however; in the past, I have been embar-
rassed by the behavior of pro-Israel advocates at certain events, when
some individuals engage in shouting
matches rather than meaningful dia-
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Anti-Israel BDS movement is fashionable in academia, but far from invincible 
By ROBERTA P. SEID/JNS.org 

While the global anti-Israel Boycott,
Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) campaign
has officially hit America’s scholarly associa-
tions over the last two years, even considering
academic boycotts is a dramatic rupture with
the past. 

In 2005, the prestigious American
Association of University Professors (AAUP)
wrote that it “condemned any such boycotts as
prima facie violations of academic freedom.”
This bedrock principle was so valued that the
AAUP opposed academic boycotts of
apartheid South Africa. Three-hundred univer-
sity presidents signed a letter in 2007 declar-
ing that academic boycotts are “utterly anti-
thetical to the fundamental values of the
academy, where we will not hold intellectual
exchange hostage to the political disagree-
ments of the moment.” 

That consensus, however, began to crack in 2013. Anti-Israel animus
started becoming academically fashionable with the rise of post-colo-
nial, critical studies theory, and Israel’s self-defense after the eruption
of the second Palestinian intifada (uprising) in 2000 stoked these
views. 

In 2009, an American faculty arm of BDS was formed: the U.S.
Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel (USCACBI),
which shares extremist agenda of the BDS movement–defaming Israel
and advocating policies that would lead to the elimination of the
Jewish state. USCACBI refurbishes old Arab arguments against Israel’s
establishment, but reframes them in contemporary paradigms of social
justice. USCABI activists have worked patiently and methodically to
mobilize support. They even supply templates for anti-Israel resolu-
tions, which is why so many of the recent divestment resolutions pro-
posed in student governments resemble one another. BDS activists try
to make the resolutions seem relevant to academia under the pretext
that Israel impedes Palestinian higher education. 

The first association to succumb to this pressure was the small
Association of Asian-American Studies (AAAS), which voted unani-
mously for an academic boycott of Israel in April 2013. That resolu-
tion was presented at the tail end of the AAAS conference, when many
attendees had already left–a tactic frequently used by BDS activists.
Only 10 percent of AAAS members voted, but USCACBI trumpeted
the victory. 

This breach was followed by a more significant one. In October
2013, the AAUP’s annual journal was devoted to academic boycotts
of Israel, with all but one contribution advocating that step.
Contributors included prominent USCACBI members and boycott
advocates such as Omar Barghouti, co-founder of the BDS movement.
Scholars opposed to boycotts were able to publish rebuttals, but the
formerly inviolable principle had been assailed. 

This trend escalated in December 2013, when the American Studies
Association (ASA)–an established, moderately sized organization of
4,000 members–voted for an academic boycott of Israel. The backlash
was immense, as more than 250 university presidents condemned the
ASA’s vote, as did major academic organizations. During the same
month, the small Native American and Indigenous Studies Association
followed suit with a pro-boycott declaration. 

The strong reaction against BDS had a chilling effect. Only one asso-
ciation voted for an academic boycott in 2014: the new and margin-
al Critical Ethnic Studies Association. But the anti-Israel activists sim-
ply adopted more incremental tactics. 

The well-established Modern Language Association (MLA) debated
a resolution in 2014 condemning Israel for allegedly impeding
Palestinian education in the West Bank, but did not call for a boycott.

When the general MLA membership voted,
the resolution failed. In January 2015, the
MLA decided not to consider boycotts until
2017. 

In November 2014, the National Women
Studies Association issued a statement of sup-
port for BDS and condemnation of Israel, but
not a boycott resolution. In December 2014,
the Middle East Studies Association, long a
bastion of anti-Israel views, tentatively
opened the door for academic boycotts with
a resolution affirming the right to advocate
for them–a dramatic break from its 2005 res-
olution, which stated that it is “thoroughly

objectionable… to refrain from any and all
scholarly interaction with the entire profes-
sional staff… because of the policies of the
state in which they are situated.” 

Anti-Israel activists in the American
Anthropological Association (AAA) also

took this slower approach. They didn’t introduce a boycott resolution,
but organized five panel discussions supporting BDS and only one
panel opposing it. One discussion included BDS leaders as well as the
president of the anti-Zionist group Jewish Voice for Peace. A resolution
that condemned some of Israel’s policies, but opposed academic boy-
cotts of Israel, was soundly defeated by a vote of 653-28 at the AAA
business meeting. 

In January 2015, knowing that a boycott resolution would not pass,
BDS advocates at the well-established American Historical
Association presented a diluted resolution condemning Israel for
impeding Palestinian education, using the same false accusations as
the MLA resolution. In the typical manipulative fashion of BDS, they
presented the resolution at the last minute and moved for the rules of
order to be suspended. The ploy failed in a 144-55 vote. 

The American Library Association will debate a resolution for divest-
ment from companies that assist Israel’s self-defense at its mid-winter
meeting at the end of January. Even the ASA had to walk back its boy-
cott measure. When it held its convention in 2014 in Los Angeles, the
American Center for Law and Justice warned the hotel hosting the
ASA’s gathering could be liable for violating California anti-discrimi-
nation laws. The ASA then conceded that even Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu could attend, as long as he did not officially rep-
resent the Israeli government. 

Several conclusions can be drawn from these events. First, BDS is
well-organized and well-orchestrated. BDS activists often belong to
several different academic organizations, and they push their agenda
in each one. They also put on one-sided panels featuring major BDS
activists who are not scholars in the association’s field. 

Second, these resolutions degrade academia. They do not meet ele-
mentary scholarly standards. They are cookie-cutters of one another,
repeating the same false claims and suspect sources. It is extremely
disappointing to see scholars supposedly trained to weigh evidence
and examine context stoop to supporting what amounts to little more
than propaganda. In passing these resolutions, they sacrifice their
scholarly and moral standing. But we have seen it happen before: aca-
demics provided justification for the anti-Semitism of the Nazi regime. 

Third, BDS does have momentum. Being anti-Israel is fashionable in
academia, and many scholars sincerely worry about the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. Young and even well-established scholars need
courage to stand against the anti-Israel consensus, and can risk losing
promotions, career opportunities, and respectability if they speak
against this prevailing zeitgeist. 

Fourth, the BDS movement can be halted. Many academics worry
about the politicization of their scholarly associations, which were
founded to deal with matters of concern in their fields and not to make
pronouncements on international affairs. Furthermore, most attendees
of annual conventions are simply not interested in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. They attend the conventions to present papers, to
keep up in their field, and to network. When a core of scholars mobi-
lizes and resists the hijacking of their organizations by anti-Israel ide-
ologues, they can prevail, as they did at the American Historical
Association. 

The debate on academic associations and Israel is not being held in
a vacuum. It is part of a concerted effort by the BDS movement to
erode American public support for Israel–despite the fact that a major-
ity of Palestinians oppose BDS. Scholars need to mobilize to resist the
hijacking of their associations by ideologues, to preserve their intel-
lectual integrity, and to fight bigotry. Fortunately, many are beginning
to do so. We need more to join the battle. 

Roberta P. Seid, Ph.D is director of research-education for
StandWithUs, a 13-year-old international Israel education organiza-
tion. 

logue. I know that at times it’s
difficult to restrain oneself,
and that almost no one who

would go to hear someone such as Halper in the first place will be
there with an open mind, but perhaps, just perhaps, if you are given
the opportunity to ask a question, do so without rambling on and
making a speech, or without becoming highly emotional.

Let’s be clear about one thing: Winnipeg is not a hotbed of viru-
lent anti-Israel sentiment. There may be some members of certain
church groups and other organizations who harbor a deep antago-
nism toward Israel and there are also members of our own Jewish
community who are equally critical of Israeli government policy. In
some cases, some of those individuals even call Israel’s right to exist
into question – as does Halper. That may be deeply upsetting, but I,
for one, welcome the opportunity to question a fierce critic of Israel.
Keeping an open mind is what I always strive to do.

A Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS)
protest against Israel in Melbourne, Australia,
on June 5, 2010. Credit: Mohamed Ouda via
Wikimedia Commons.

Short takes
(Continued from previous page.)



Star realtor is also champion fundraiser 
There is an old adage that if you

want to get things done, give the
assignment to the busiest person
you know. That’s the reason that
Ariel Karabelnicoff, the executive
director of the Winnipeg Chapter
of Canadian Associates of Ben-
Gurion University of the Negev
approached Sheldon Zamick to
serve as president of the chapter

about 18 months ago.
Over the years, Zamick has built a long list of accom-

plishments, both in the business world and in charitable
fundraising.

Zamick’s first career goal was to become a lawyer. After
a long overnight shift as a student summer replacement
correctional officer at the Public Safety Building jail,
Sheldon’s visit to a business show at the Convention
Centre in 1979 forever changed his career trajectory.

“I was attracted to a booth that had to do with the mag-
azine publishing industry,” he recalls. “I expressed some
interest and subsequently received a phone call from the
company director at the show who was based in New
York. He wanted to train me to start the TV Facts Magazine
in Winnipeg which was in 200 cities in the USA. I was flown to New
York for a week’s training and returned as the owner/publisher of the
Winnipeg TV Facts magazine. I was also in charge of ad sales, layout,
distribution and delivery.”

Zamick successfully published TV Facts for ten years. “TV Facts was
the second largest free weekly publication in the city,” 

In our Jewish community, the long time Sutton Group Realtor served
as president of the Rosh Pina USY chapter in his teen days, and was
the CJA Campaign New Gifts Chair in the mid 1980s.

He received the Harry Silverberg Young leadership Award for his
Jewish community service when he was only 28 years old in 1988, at
the Jewish Congress Assembly held in Cincinnati.

In 1989-1992, Zamick stepped up when asked to become the cam-
paign director of our local CJA community campaign, also to raise

extra funds for
“Operation Exodus”
to help Soviet Jews
get out of that
repressive land. “We
raised over $2 mil-
lion in the
Operation Exodus
campaign,” he
recalls. “If you have
a Jewish heart and
believe that we have
to be there to help
our fellow Jews, then
it’s not hard to make
the calls,” he says.

Zamick has also
been active in the
JNF, CNIB, Mount
Carmel Clinic,
Variety club and
many more!

In 2003, Zamick
was awarded the
Volunteer of the Year
award by the CNIB
for helping to raise
over $1 million for
the Blind & Visually
Impaired.

In 2004, Zamick
received the
Community Service
Award from the
Winnipeg Realtors
Association.

In 2011, Zamick
was the recipient of
the Canada Mortgage
and Housing Corpor-
ation Distinguished
Realtor Award in
recognition of his

work over the years supporting many different
charitable organizations, as well as his contribu-
tions to the real estate profession.

Zamick has been a Winnipeg Realtors director
and Governor of the Manitoba Real Estate
Association’s Shelter Foundation.

In 2013 Zamick was elected to the National
board of the Canadian Real Estate Association,
with a membership of 110,000 members.

He founded and chaired the WRA “Gimme
Shelter” Social, which has become an annual
event, and has helped to raise hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars over six years to provide to the
MREA Shelter Foundation for distribution to shel-
ter related causes.

He has been a governor for the MREA Shelter
Foundation (which, he reports, has raised over
$250,000 thus far to help the homeless and shel-
ter related causes). 

Zamick was the chair of the National Realtor
Campaign for the Canadian Museum for Human
Rights, which raised $2 million.

Another cause close to his heart has been the
Canadian National Institute for the Blind. For

nine years he chaired the CNIB’s annual “Eye on the Arts” auction in
which local artists donate their works to be auctioned off.

“We have the event at the Convention Centre,” he notes. “We gen-
erally have 600-700 participants and a lot of money is raised!

Zamick’s connection to the CNIB is that he himself has been legal-
ly blind for over 20 years – but he hasn’t let that slow him down. “I
have always maintained a positive outlook,” he says. “I would rather
focus on what I can do than on what I can’t do. I am able to push
myself. And I have had a lot of support from my wife, Florence, my
children, Steven and Natalie, my friends and my clients.”

Zamick is celebrating his 30th Successful year in real estate and his
15th year with Sutton Group Real Estate! “I love helping people find
their home!”

He is also particularly excited about his role as president of the
Canadian Associates of Ben-Gurion University Manitoba chapter. The
university’s growing student body in Beersheva and cutting edge
research in fields such as cybersecurity, robotics and renewable and
alternative energy are just some of BGU’s claims to fame.

He notes that on Sunday, March 29, the local chapter will be host-
ing a presentation by BGU Professor Alon Friedman, a neuroscientist
and brain researcher whose research focuses on the pathophysiology
of brain disorders and the effects of stress on the nervous system.

(Friedman is also Professor and Dennis Chair in Epilepsy Research at
Dalhousie University.)

Zamick is also looking forward to attending the BGU Board of
Governors meeting May 10-14th in Israel.

Sheldon Zamick approaches life with the view that every day is a
blessing!

“Everyone has the opportunity to make a difference in their com-
munity,” he says. “When it’s all said and done, I want it to be said that
Sheldon Zamick was here and he made a difference!”
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Myron Love

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

SHELDON ZAMICK: “If you
have a Jewish heart and
believe that we have to be
there to help our fellow
Jews, then it’s not hard to
make the calls.”
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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Iran to hide Iran’s role in the 1994
bombing of the AMIA Jewish center in
Buenos Aires in exchange for commer-
cial and oil benefits. The complaint says
President Cristina Kirchner and Foreign

Minister Hector Timerman “took the criminal decision of inventing
Iran’s innocence to satisfy commercial, political and geopolitical
interests of the Argentine republic.” 

Nisman, who led the bombing probe for a decade, was found dead
in his apartment on Jan. 19 of a gunshot wound just hours before he
was to testify at the National Congress. 

On Jan. 21, 3,000 people attended a protest at the rebuilt AMIA
headquarters in Buenos Aires, AMIA officials reported. At the rally,
which was organized by AMIA and DAIA, protesters demanded
“truth and justice” from the government. During the rally, when DAIA
president Julio Schlosser noted that 85 people had been killed in the
AMIA attack, some in the crowd shouted “86,” a reference to
Nisman. The number 86 has become shorthand on social media to
refer to Nisman’s death. No one from the government or the ruling
parties attended the Buenos Aires rally. 

In Israel, 250 Argentine Jews, including a woman who identified
herself as Nisman’s cousin, attended a protest last Friday morning at
the Argentine Embassy in Tel Aviv. Several held placards in Spanish
reading “I am Nisman,” mirroring the French “I am Charlie” placards
for the victims of the Charlie Hebdo magazine massacre in Paris. 

Argentina
Continued from page 1.
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World news

Obama in State of the Union
pledges to veto new Iran sanctions
WASHINGTON (JTA) –

President Obama said in his
State of the Union address
that he will veto any new
Iran sanctions. 

“There are no guarantees
that negotiations will suc-
ceed, and I keep all options
on the table to prevent a
nuclear Iran,” Obama said
in prepared remarks posted
online by the White House
just minutes before the Jan.
20 speech, a first. 

“But new sanctions passed
by this Congress, at this
moment in time, will all but
guarantee that diplomacy
fails – alienating America
from its allies and ensuring
that Iran starts up its nuclear
program again,” he said. “It
doesn’t make sense. That is why I will veto any new sanctions bill
that threatens to undo this progress.” 

The veto pledge earned Obama applause from the Democratic
side of the room. 

Sens. Mark Kirk (R-Ill.) and Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) are set to
introduce new sanctions that would trigger should Iran walk away
from talks underway between Iran and the major powers aimed at
swapping sanctions relief for guarantees that Iran will not advance
toward a nuclear weapon. 

The American Israel Public Affairs Committee strongly backs the
bill, although it has yet to be formally introduced in part because of
resistance from some Democratic senators. 

Rep. Ed Royce (R-Calif.), the chairman of the U.S. House of
Representatives Foreign Affairs Committee, said in a statement after
the speech that Obama posed a “false choice” between sanctions
and talks. 

“One thing that could change Tehran’s resistance to accepting a
meaningful and effective agreement to keep it from developing a
nuclear weapons capability is the threat of more economic pres-
sure,” Royce said. “Economic pressure is the only reason the Iranian
regime is at the table. Instead of ruling out what has worked, the
president should work with Congress to increase the negotiating
pressure on Iran.” 

At least one leading Democrat agreed with that outlook. Rep Ted
Deutch (D-Fla.), the ranking Democrat on the House Middle East
subcommittee, said in a statement that he rejected “the premise that
negotiations over Iran’s nuclear weapons program would be
derailed by Congress passing carefully crafted sanctions that only
take effect if the regime fails to live up to its international obliga-
tions. 

“After all,” Deutch said, “it was sanctions that drove Iran to the
negotiating table in the first place.” 

Obama cast his pledge to veto new sanctions as part of an overall
theme in his speech of emphasizing diplomacy as a means equal to
force in maintaining U.S. influence. 

“The American people expect us to only go to war as a last resort,
and I intend to stay true to that wisdom,” he said. Obama cited the
fight against anti-Semitism in describing what he said was a “pillar”
of his foreign policy, respecting human dignity. 

“As Americans, we respect human dignity, even when we’re
threatened, which is why I’ve prohibited torture and worked to
make sure our use of new technology like drones is properly con-
strained,” he said. “It’s why we speak out against the deplorable
anti-Semitism that has resurfaced in certain parts of the world. It’s
why we continue to reject offensive stereotypes of Muslims – the
vast majority of whom share our commitment to peace.” 

Obama, reiterating his plans to end years of U.S. policies isolating
Cuba, also welcomed one of his guests to the speech, Alan Gross,
the Jewish-American contractor freed Dec. 17 after being jailed in
Cuba for five years for his attempts to hook up its small Jewish com-
munity to the Internet. 

“After years in prison, we’re overjoyed that Alan Gross is back
where he belongs,” Obama said. “Welcome home, Alan.” 

Gross and his wife, Judy, rose to receive a standing ovation from
both Democrats and Republicans.

BARACK OBAMA

Hezbollah attack on Israel seen as part
of ‘Iranian project’ on Syria terror base 

By ALEX TRAIMAN/
JNS.org 

Who was behind
last Wednesday’s
attack on northern
Israel that killed
two Israeli soldiers
and wounded
seven others? The
easy answer would
be the Lebanon-
based terrorist
group Hezbollah,
which claimed
responsibility for
the attack. But the
longer view points
to Hezbollah’s
state sponsor: Iran. 

Dr. Ely Karmon,
a senior research
scholar at Israel’s International Institute for Counter-Terrorism, said
that Hezbollah’s actions represent “an attempt to change the strategic
rules of the game.” According to Karmon, Iran and Hezbollah have
been working for months to take advantage of instability in Syria in
order to create a forward military position against Israel in Syria’s
Quneitra region, close to the triple Syria-Lebanon-Israel border. 

“This is actually an Iranian project,” Karmon told JNS.org. “They
have around 1,500 people on the ground in Syria, most of which are
counseling or training Syrian militias, and they have Hezbollah pro-
viding military support.” 

On Wednesday, Hezbollah fired five Kornet guided anti-tank mis-
siles at a Israeli military convoy approximately 2.5 miles inside Israel’s
border with Lebanon. A day earlier, less sophisticated mortars were
fired from southern Syria into Israeli territory, with no damage report-
ed. 

In response to Wednesday’s attack, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said that “whoever is behind today’s attack will pay the
full price.” Karmon stressed that the attack leads back to Iran, adding
that “with the assistance of Hezbollah, Iran has been for some time
trying to open another front against Israel on the Golan Heights. We
are acting with force and determination against these attempts.” 

“Because of the weakness of the Syrian regime, the Iranians are now
permitted to have a foothold directly on Israel’s border, which until
now they didn’t have,” Karmon told JNS.org. 

Israel is widely believed to be responsible for a Jan. 18 airstrike
against that foothold in southern Syria, which killed six Hezbollah
operatives and six Iranians, including notorious Hezbollah comman-
der Jihad Mughniyeh and Iranian general Mohammad Ali Allahdadi. 

Karmon believes the airstrike “was a message sent by Israel” to fore-
warn Iran and Hezbollah not to continue their military efforts in
Syrian territory. 

The retaliatory attacks by Hezbollah following the deadly airstrike
were widely expected. That the more sophisticated Kornet anti-tank
missiles were fired from Lebanon and not Syria provides a strong indi-
cation that the Syrian position is not as well-stocked with weaponry
as southern Lebanon–a zone that was supposed to remain complete-
ly demilitarized according to UN Security Council Resolution 1701,
which arranged for the cessation of hostilities following the Second
Lebanon War of 2006. 

“Resolution 1701 calls for complete disarmament in Southern
Lebanon, and yet Hezbollah, instead of disarming, they have amassed
some 80,000-90,000 missiles,” Karmon said. 

“Now they want to achieve the same equation in southern Syria. If
Israel will not stop them, and there are two to three years with rela-
tive quiet, with only occasional penetrations of our border and some-
times mortar fire and so on, a kind of ‘war of attrition,’ then all of a
sudden we will find ourselves staring at 5,000-10,000 missiles,” he
said. 

According to Karmon, Israel’s enemies were making progress in
their strategic advances in Syria. He suggested that the Israeli airstrike
was an “attack against the Iranian and Hezbollah command delega-
tion to this area, that was preparing the implementation of this pro-
ject.” 

Karmon believes that Israel “can decide that from its point of view
that this round of the conflict is finished.” Yet Hezbollah’s statement
lends itself to additional rounds of rocket fire or other acts of terror. 

“I think there is a high probability that Hezbollah will try an opera-
tion abroad,” Karmon said. 

Israeli artillery prepares to strike back into
southern Lebanon following a Hezbollah anti-
tank fire attack in the northern Mount Dov
region that killed two Israeli soldiers and
wounded seven others on Jan. 28. Credit: IDF
Spokesperson.



In the unlikely event you’ve picked up a
copy of my cult classic, Christmas Eve Can
Kill You, you may have noticed a blurb on the
cover written by Eric Wright, author of the
Charlie Salter mystery series. “Bill Marantz
deserves a wide audience,” he generously
(and inaccurately) predicts. By this time my
old classmate had not only won a wide audi-
ence but a number of prestigious awards.

No one could have predicted that Eric
Wright would become one of Canada’s
most celebrated mystery writers. As he
recounts in his memoir, Always Give a
Penny to a Blind Man, Eric grew up dirt
poor in a working class suburb of London,
one of ten children. As a boy he loved to
ride in his father’s horse-drawn cart but
had no desire to follow in his father’s foot-
steps. Born in 1929 Eric emigrated to
Canada in 1951 to seek his fortune. After
drifting around for a few months, working
at various jobs, he settled in Winnipeg
and enrolled in the University of
Manitoba’s Arts faculty as a “mature” stu-
dent. 

And that’s where our paths converged. 

In 1952 we both had the privilege of
sitting at the feet of  James Rainey, future
author of The Black Donnelly Trilogy, as
he unlocked the beauty of English litera-
ture with a dedication seldom displayed
in the halls of academe. Our fledgling
professor, who was flamboyantly gay,
would stand at the front of the class,
textbook in hand, and read Romantic
poetry with great passion, and a pro-
nounced lisp, that would elicit sniggers
and snorts from the jocks lounging at the
back of the room. Eric and I were among
a handful of freshmen who found our

unconventional lecturer an object of admiration, rather than derision.
That, and Shirley Marinelli, was our common bond. 

Though it was a purely platonic ménage a trois, I suspect that
Shirley, an eager cultural beaver who made up in girlish enthusiasm
what she lacked in glamour, had a slight crush on both of us. Her teas-
ing allusion to my “little Jewish girlfriend” had a hint of sour grapes.
Shirley’s refreshing naivety and bubbling personality was in a sharp
contrast to Eric’s reserve. It wasn’t until I read his memoir, years later,
that I discovered my fair-haired classmate’s working class origins. To
my untrained eye and ear he, seemed a typical low keyed Brit. I did
not detect a Cockney accent nor did he have a flamboyant manner.
On the contrary, Eric’s ruggedly handsome horse face seldom betrayed
emotion. You had to read the signs: a gleam in the pale blue eyes or a
thin-lipped (almost painful) smile.

Though Shirley’s parents weren’t poor, she shared Eric’s working
class background and reverence for a university education. While I
went through the motions, scraping through from year to year by the
skin of my teeth, they were both accepted into the “honours English”
program, together with Eric’s closest campus friend, Bob Rogers, who,
I believe, had won some kind of athletic scholarship. Through Bob,
who hailed from Flin Flon, or some other northern backwater, Eric
landed a summer job as a fishing guide and this experience became
fodder for one of his few non-mystery novels, Moodie’s Tale. 

After receiving my BA, in 1956, I drifted into law school while Eric,
Bob and Shirley all headed to the University of Toronto in pursuit of
post graduate degrees. I believe it was Eric’s intention to obtain a PhD
in literature, followed by a post at a university, but he settled for an
MA, and a teaching position at the newly created Ryerson
Polytechnic. Shirley obtained a degree in library science and a job at
some learning institution and Bob became a documentary filmmaker
and roommate of fellow filmmaker Gail Singer, who would briefly
return to Winnipeg to make her first (and last) feature film, True
Confections, based on the autobiographical novel written by Sandra
Gottleib...but we’ve been down that road.

Actually, it was Bob who informed me, in 1984, when I was in
Toronto on an abortive CBC project that Eric had written a mystery
novel. “It’s probably not too good,” I had speculated. 

Though I respected Eric’s judgment and independence he didn’t
strike me as particularly creative. He was a little too worshipful of
hoary literary icons, like William Thackeray, and too dismissive of
contemporary mavericks, like Henry Miller. One day, in 3rd year, I
had bumped into Eric in the Arts library “stacks,” where I was
wrestling with a literature assignment I hadn’t managed to subdue.
The Ambassadors was
Henry James’s longest
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Bill Marantz

Jewish Federation of Winnipeg job opportunity: 
1-year term graphic designer/web administrator

Responsibilities
• Create compelling and consistent print/web collateral that reflects
current brand standards including but not limited to posters, flyers, invi-
tations, brochures, banners, signage, annual reports, website graphics,
e-invitations, e-newsletters, newspaper ads
• Produce and update all website properties regularly, including social
media accounts, keeping content fresh, timely, accurate, and relevant 
• Work in an organized manner and archive all work appropriately 
• Manage large, complex design projects/campaigns from inception to
completion 
• Schedule design requests from all departments and adhere to multi-
ple, tight deadlines
• Create and send e-newsletters to various lists using licensed email
marketing software 
• Work with print vendors, photographers and media to estimate pro-
jects and oversee production and delivery/publication
• Actively participate in departmental team meetings, processes and ini-
tiatives to fulfill print/online marketing responsibilities
• Inspire, support and collaborate with other team members 
Job Requirements:
• Degree/Diploma/Certificate in Graphic/Web Design
• At least 2 years of professional experience in Graphic/Web design 
• Excellent knowledge of Adobe Creative Suite on a MAC platform
including Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign, and Acrobat as well as
Microsoft Office
• Knowledge of HTML required
• Excellent communication skills
• Ability to work efficiently and meet project deadlines with minimal
supervision
• Effective interpersonal skills, a collaborative nature, a team player
• Strong organizational skills and ability to multi-task/shift between pro-
jects on a timely basis
• Keen eye for detail; great problem-solving skills; resourceful
• Receive and process suggestions, corrections, and feedback profes-
sionally
• Self-motivated, able to work independently and as part of a team
• Knowledge of Jewish holidays and traditions an asset

More information at jewishwinnipeg.org/careers

“Salter” not just a street in Winnipeg

By

BILL MARANTZ

ERIC WRIGHT
one of Canada’s leading
mystery/crime writers
and Bill Marantz’s for-
mer university col-
league, Marantz’s pre-
diction before reading
Wright’s first novel, The
Night the Gods Smiled:
“It’s probably not too
good.”
The book went on to win
numerous awards and
become a best-seller.

Continued on page 10. See “Wright”.
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Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University
Of Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
Many authors wrote about the Holocaust.

However, Yiddish literature about the
Holocaust is almost entirely forgotten. Isaiah
Spiegel (1906-1990) was born in Lodz, Poland
and was a survivor of Auschwitz. After the war
he settled in Israel. In a story written in 1943,
the Rabbi of Sompolne who was known as a
crazy person and a fool before the war con-
vinces the ghetto Jews that the Messiah is com-
ing. Together they march towards the ghetto
fence only to be electrified to death. In Yiddish
Holocaust literature man is more important
than God and the only possible salivation is
the unheroic one of the survivors. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Former Nazi loses
Canadian citizenship

TORONTO (JTA) – Nazi-era war-crimes sus-
pect Helmut Oberlander has lost an appeal to
keep his Canadian citizenship. 

In a ruling made public last week, Canada’s
Federal Court rejected the claim of
Oberlander, 90, that he served Nazi Germany
under duress. The court’s verdict upheld an
earlier government decision. 

Oberlander failed to show that he had made
any effort to leave the Einsatzkommando Nazi
death squad, which he served as an interpreter,
the court ruled. 

“There was no evidence that he was mis-
treated and no evidence that he sought to be
relieved of his duties. He served the Nazi
cause for three or four years [and] surrendered
at the end of the war,” the court found, adding
that Oberlander “has never expressed any
remorse for being a member of [the death
squad] or indicated that he found the activities
of the organization abhorrent. There is no evi-
dence that what he did for the organization
was inconsistent with his will.” 

The Canadian government launched its case
against Oberlander in 1995, when it alleged
he had failed to disclose his wartime past
when he became a Canadian in 1960. In
2000, a judge ruled that Oberlander had lied
about his wartime service to gain citizenship. 

The Canadian Cabinet stripped Oberlander
of his citizenship twice, but both times it was
restored by court rulings. The government
removed his citizenship a third time in 2012,
which this month’s court ruling upheld. 

Oberlander, of Waterloo, Ontario, was a
member of a mobile death squad that is esti-
mated to have murdered more than 23,000
people, mostly Jews, in the Soviet Union dur-
ing World War II. He claimed to have been a
low-level interpreter and that he would have
been shot had he tried to escape. The court
rejected that claim. 

Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Centre called
on Ottawa “to immediately commence depor-
tation proceedings against Oberlander.” 

HELMUT OBERLANDER
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Guest lecturer on photos from Lizmannstadt Ghetto
The Freeman Family

Holocaust Education Centre of
the Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada is thrilled to
announce a public lecture by
Dr. Thomas Lutz as part of its
Face of the Ghetto Exhibit. The
lecture will take place in the
Berney Theatre on Wednesday,
February 11 at 7 pm and admis-
sion is free. 

Dr. Lutz will be flying in from
Berlin to speak to Winnipeg
audiences as a special feature of
this exhibit. (Please see his biog-
raphy below.) His travel to
Winnipeg is generously co-
sponsored by the Ridd Institute
for Religion and Global Policy,
Global College, University of Winnipeg;
German and Slavic Studies, History and
Jewish Studies - all of the U of M; as well as
the Holocaust Education Centre. During his
time in Winnipeg, in addition to the public
lecture, Dr. Lutz will be speaking at the
University of Winnipeg and the University of
Manitoba.

Thomas Lutz is the Head of the Memorial
Museums Department of the Topography of
Terror Foundation. Since 1984 he has
worked in the Berlin office of ARSP on the
newly founded Memorial Museums
Department, which coordinates the work of
memorial sites, especially those with a
focus on recognition and the documenta-
tion of Holocaust victims. His assignment
also includes the counselling of govern-
ments, parliaments and non-governmental-
organizations, as well as diverse education-
al work and public relations. Since 1993,
he has been working in the same capacity
for the Topography of Terror Foundation in
Berlin.

Thomas Lutz is chairman of the interna-

tional board of the
B r a n d e n b u r g
Memorial Foundation.
He is also the manager
of the Working Group
Concentration Camp
Memorials in
Germany. The federal
commissioner for cul-
ture and media
appointed him to the
expert body to advise
on the financial allo-
cation in the context
of the federal memori-
al site stock. On an
international level, he
co-founded the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Committee of Memorial Museums in
Remembrance of the Victims of Public
Crimes (IC MEMO) as International
Committee of the International Council of
Museums (ICOM) in 2001 in Barcelona. He
is vice-president of the IC MEMO.

Since 2000 Lutz has been one of the
German delegates of the former Task Force
for International Cooperation on Holocaust
Education, Remembrance, and Research
(ITF), now International Holocaust
Remembrance Association (IHRA), to which
currently 31 countries are contributing. He
was founding chairman of the Memorials
and Museums Working Group of the ITF.

Lutz wrote his dissertation about the
development of the permanent exhibitions
that are funded by the federal memorial site
stock since 2000. Thereby, he examined the
museological development and the con-
structive educational work (Technische
Universität Berlin, Fakultät I, Prof. Hanns-
Fred Rathenow und Prof. Dr. Volkhard
Knigge, Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena).

DR. THOMAS LUTZ

novel and I
hadn’t made
it past page

50. (I kept dozing off.) As luck would have
it, Eric had written an essay on the same
novel the previous semester. 

I couldn’t believe it had received an “A.”
I was expecting something original not a
regurgitation of received wisdom from
learned professors and critics. My plagia-
rized version only merited a “B,” which
seemed a fairer grade.  So when Bob
Rogers informed me that our “mutual
friend” had embarked on a literary career I
wasn’t expecting much. Even when Bob
informed me that Eric had been short-listed
for some kind of literary award my gut told
me his highly touted novel would have the
same lack of freshness as his paint-by-num-
bers essay. 

My gut misled me. The Night the Gods
Smiled wasn’t The Maltese Falcon but it
was a solid piece of crime fiction with a
distinctive voice and worldview; the kind
of novel only Eric Wright could have writ-
ten. The author hadn’t fallen back on the
familiar hard-boiled clichés and stereo-
types, but mined his own experience to
create his law enforcement alter ego,
Inspector Charlie Salter, and a plot that
reflected his disillusionment with the acad-
emic profession. Eric had painted a less
than flattering, but obviously accurate, pic-
ture of the petty politics that ruled the
world of academe. Apparently failure to
obtain a PhD, and a tenured professorship
at a prestigious university, was the best
thing that ever happened to my old U of M
classmate.

Several prize-winning novels later, Eric
was in Winnipeg on a book tour and we
met for coffee at the Marlboro hotel, where
he was staying, as one of the few non-abo-
riginal guests. I’d heard that Shirley
Marinelli had gotten married and for some
reason thought it might have been to Eric.
No such luck. He didn’t even know her
married name. He’d heard it was an unhap-
py union and that she and her husband had
split up. Eric had tried, in vain, to track her
down. She’d fallen off the radar. 

A few years later he would write a novel
in which Charlie Salter travels to Winnipeg
to investigate the background of a young
woman who, after moving to Toronto, has
disappeared, and is presumed dead.
(Another tribute to our long-lost girlfriend is
Charlie Salter’s male sidekick, the blunt but
lovable Sergeant Marinelli.)

Our brief Marlboro get together was the
last time I saw or spoke to Eric. Over the
years we have exchanged a few letters (I
would usually critique his latest offering.)
and when I published my debut mystery, in
2000, he was kind enough to provide a
laudatory blurb; even though he had stylis-
tic reservations. Eric is a traditionalist. He
prefers “the unvarnished English language”
to overly creative prose - and the
Underwood typewriter to Microsoft Word.
Eric would probably still be writing his
manuscripts longhand if it weren’t such a
hassle getting someone to transcribe them.
To date he’s written almost two dozen
books, has won a basket of prizes, has
received some kind of lifetime achieve-
ment award and, at 85, is still going strong. 

Not bad for a Lambeth Limey.  

Wright
(Continued from page 8.)
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Red River Region has been buzzing more than ever since our last update! 
Let’s start in December.

Early in the month, Red River
held our annual ‘Coffee
House’ program. Our region
is filled to the brim with musi-
cal and comedic talents,  and
this was the perfect opportu-
nity to showcase some of that
talent

! Later on in the month, two
of our chapters - Gabriels
(Bnai Brith Girls) and Alophim
(Aleph Tzadik Aleph) held
holiday-themed programs.
Gabriels’ annual “Channukah
Party Extrava-ganza” was an
evening filled with driedel
spinning, cookie decorating,
snacking and laughter that
left all BBG’s with smiles on
their faces. Alophim’s
“Holiday Feast” embraced a
well-known Jewish tradition:
Eating Chinese food and watching movies on Christmas Eve - a night
of brotherhood and bonding well spent indeed. 

After a brief hiatus for winter vacation, our BBYO chapters are all
back in the city and ready to program through the rest of the school
year! Early in January, Red River Region teamed up with teens from
Camp Massad and BB Camp, as well as other Jewish organizations
throughout the city (i.e. synagogues) to plan the annual “Teen
Shabbat”. This year’s theme was “Disney”, which was reflected in the
décor, ice breaker games and discussion topics, as well as our tune of
choice for “Adon Olam” - “A whole New World” from the movie,
“Aladdin”. The goal of Teen Shabbat is to bring Jewish teens together
from all corners of the city, and this year’s dinner did just that!
Congratulations to Elly Coodin and Sophie Hershfield, as well as their
dedicated planning committee on the huge success!

With each day that goes by, Red River Region is one step closer to a
number of exciting events coming up! On February 7th we will be

having our annual “Beau and Sweetheart Dance”, an
event that has sparked major interest this year with a Region-wide
competition to see whose “Promposal” is most creative/fun/out-
landish/adorable. Only a few sleeps afterwards, our largest IC
Delegation in history will be heading off for an action-packed week-
end in Atlanta, Georgia. In between all of these programs and events,
chapters have already begun to prep and plan for our annual Winter
Convention. This year, RRR is honoured to have the Grand Aleph
Gadol of the BBYO order, Sam Perlen, join us!

Watch out for more details on upcoming programs. Everyone is wel-
come to get involved. If you would like more information on how to
get involved, please contact the Rady JCC BBYO/Youth Program
Coordinator, Gabi Kneller, at gkneller@radyjcc.com. 

MICKY MANDELBAUM and MAYA GOLDBERG. This
is one of over 20 of the Beau Ball “Promposals” that
have swept Red River Region.

CHOFSHI
Young LGBTQ Jews | Winnipeg
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JEREMY MORANTZ performing an original
standup comedy act at The Purple Room for our
annual Coffee House.
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The Rady JCC present: Rady Reads!

Five books - one champion. You decide! 
Do you have a book that inspired you, that changed your perspec-

tive or that moved you to laughter or tears? Would you defend this
book against all others? Our five panelists do, and they will present
and defend these books in this new series, Rady Reads! One catch, all
of these books have to have Jewish content. Haven’t had a chance to
read all of these amazing books? That’s ok! It’s these panelists’ job to
convince you they are worth reading! At the finish of this debate, you
decide which book takes home the ultimate title of Rady Reads
Champion!

“We are thrilled to have such thought-provoking and esteemed pan-
elists of our first Rady Reads, this promises to be a provocative and
captivating debate – I cannot wait to find out the winner.” says Gayle
Waxman, Executive Director of the Rady JCC. 

Meet our Panelists and the books they will defend!

Dahlia Kurtz , talk show host, 680 CJOB Weekdays. 
Gatehouse to Hell by Felix Opatowski. 
“Rady Reads told me I’d have to choose another book because

Gatehouse to Hell wasn’t available at the bookstore. So, instead of
choosing a new book, I moved a few mountains and made it available
at the bookstore. How do I plan to defend it and win? I already did.”

Adam Bronstone, CEO, Jewish Federation of Winnipeg 
The Last Jew by Noah Gordon. 
“The Last Jew represents the essence of the spirit of the Jewish peo-

ple – faced with great obstacles and challenges that many Jews have
and continue to face, and how they meet these challenges so that the
Jewish people have been able to and can survive today and in to the
future”.

Per Brask, Professor in the Department of Theatre and Film at the
University of Winnipeg 

Menachem Begin: The Battle for Israel’s Soul by Daniel Gordis. 
“Daniel Gordis made me view Menachem Begin in a whole new

light”.

Mariam Bernstein, Director, Actor and Teacher 
Soloman Gursky was Here by Mordechai Richler. 
“Solomon Gursky was Here is, at its heart, a mystery. The novel

spans 150 years and 5 continents, drawing us into the lives of the
Bergers - socialist intelligentsia, and four generations of Gurskys:
shrewd, greedy, wounded... deliciously eccentric characters who
made the Gursky empire.  Ever present is Richler’s keen, satiric
humour, and Yiddishkeit rooted in his beloved Montreal. This novel is
Richler at his best.”

Bernie Bellan, Editor, The Jewish Post & News 
This is Where I Leave You by Jonathan Tropper.
“ It was raunchy, it was funny, it made a lot of fun of Jewish foibles

and it made me laugh from beginning to end. It’s the kind of book that
I think anyone with a willingness to make fun of themselves would
really enjoy - especially if you’re Jewish”.

Wednesday, February 25 at 7:30pm at the Rady JCC
$5 M/$6 NM. 
Tickets on sale at www.radyjcc.com or at 204-477-7510
For more information please contact Rebecca Brask at 204-477-

7533 or rbrask@radyjcc.com

Wielka Szpera focuses on 
German “Aktion” in Lodz

Ghetto
On Sunday, January 25, 2015, the Freeman

Family Holocaust Education Centre and the
Ogniwo Polish Museum Society presented the
North American premiere of Wielka Szpera, a
new film by Polish director Piotr Weychert
about the tragic events of the September 1942

Aktion in the Lodz Ghetto. The two-hour documentary consists mostly
of interviews with survivors living today in France, Israel and Poland.
However, the film is also a horrifying testimony to the indescribable con-
ditions in the sealed ghetto that the Nazis referred to as Litzmannstadt.

Weychert’s film is not an easy one to view; and that is as it should be.
The film is relentless. The survivors are asked questions – often the same
questions – about what life was like in the ghetto and were asked to
describe the terrible days of the 1942 Szpera or Sperre in German. 

I have seen many films about the Shoah. Certainly, one could say that
this one would have had an even more personal effect on me, given that
my grandparents perished in the Lodz Ghetto and that my mother’s
younger brother was taken away in an earlier Szpera; also, that my
mother survived the ghetto until its liquidation and that from there she
was sent to Auschwitz. However, there was something one could
describe as almost brutal, perhaps even obscene in the details of the tes-
timonies. One can read about this in books – and I certainly have; but it
is quite another thing to see and hear a human being describe what hap-
pened at the hospital the day Jewish children were being tossed from
fourth-story windows. I found myself unable to stop shivering and a
numbness set in that several days later, has not yet left me.

Some of the Israeli survivors chose to revert to their first language,
Polish; others spoke at times in Hebrew and at other times in Polish. It
was as if they were going back to another time in their lives as we looked
into their eyes as they described the terrible period of their lives that con-
tinues to haunt them. One man commented, “I left the Ghetto, but it will
never leave me.”

The survivors’ descriptions of what they witnessed in the Lodz Ghetto
rival Dante’s imagining of Hell. Their suffering on a daily basis – the
excruciating hunger that led them to eat leaves in order to fill their bel-
lies, the cold, the fear, the sorrow is somehow conveyed in a manner
that I have not seen since Lanzmann’s Shoah. However, it is the com-
ments, appraisals and responses to what was going on around them at
the time, that I found the most chilling of all. One survivor described the
terrible and infamous speech that Chaim Rumkowski, the head of the
Judenrat made when he beseeched the inhabitants of the Ghetto to “give
me your children.” The survivor noted that Rumkowski, whose most
notable physical characteristic was a very full head of hair, stopped to
primp and ensure his hair was just so, before he began his speech. 

Piotr Weychert was unfortunately unable to join us because of illness
in his family. However, he sent out a long letter, which Magda
Blackmore read aloud the evening of the premiere. At the opening of our
exhibit, “The Face of the Ghetto,” two days later, one man who had seen
the film, suggested that this film should absolutely be part of TIFF, the
Toronto Film Festival next year and that we should try to help facilitate
that. I agree. I also hope that many people see this film. It is a very impor-
tant historical document. However uncomfortable we are watching it,
that alone is a reminder that human beings are capable of unspeakable
evil; but also that the capacity of courage to withstand great suffering is
astounding. 

By

BELLE JARNIEWSKI
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Limmud preview Limmud Winnipeg
Festival of Jewish Learning

March 14 & 15
Out of town talent includes:
Avi Dolgin - The Book of Jonah
Jason Marantz – The School the Parents Build
Zvi Hirschfield – Gossip: Why is it wrong and why do we love it?
Barry Shell – Making Scents of the Torah
Jeremy Shinewald – Way Behind the Man: Two Years of

Speechwriting for the Ambassador of Israel
Ira Robinson - From the Zohar to Madonna: Popularization of Jewish

Mysticism
Benjamin Shinewald – Why Our Community is Fracturing and Why

it Might Be a Good Thing
Sid Schwarz - Jewish Megatrends: Charting the Course of the

American Jewish Future
Limmud has lots to offer for children ages 3 & up and their families
Sunday March 15, 9:00 am – 5:00pm

For Children: Sessions and programs offered from 9-5 pm include:
Art Projects, Jewish movie, Cooking Israeli Dance, Art Projects & more

For Children & Families: Come as a family to enjoy these great fam-
ily programs:

11:15pm - PJ Library Family Program “Lego at Limmud” includes PJ
story time, Lego building and Lego team building games

12:30 Lunch with the family
1:30 pm Purim Puppet Play scripted to popular Disney music from

Frozen, Aladdin, The Lion King, High School Musical, Beauty and
Beast, among others.

For parents and everyone else: While children are busy playing
learning and having fun you are invited to attend sessions including:

• “The only Jew at Hogwarts” by Jason Marantz
• “Judaism A Space Odyssey” by Ariel Brawerman and Dario

Schor
• “Out of the Box and into the Shelter” by David Greaves 
• Foundation of Jewish Family Living – Reading Jewish Stories

with our Children by Dr. Ruth Ashrafi
• Ahead of the Curve: The Story Behind and Origins of The Illegal

Curve Hockey Show by Drew Mindell   
To Register or more information visit www.limmudwinnipeg.org,

call 204-480-7559 or email coordinator@limmudwinnipeg.org

Rabbi works to attract younger
Jews by integrating social justice

into traditional Judaism
By MYRON LOVE

Ed. note: Limmud - the annual Festival of Jewish Learning,  begins
in a little more than one month’s time. As has been our practice in
past years, we offer readers previews of various Limmud speakers,
beginning with this issue. We will continue to offer further pre-
views in our next two issues.

Rabbi Sid Schwarz says that he has
always had a passion for human
rights and social justice - values
which, he says, appeal more to
younger Jews than traditional Jewish
practices. As a rabbi (Reconstruc-
tionist), Schwarz has long striven to
demonstrate to younger Jews that
their values and traditional Jewish
values are not incompatible. To that
end, he has been involved in several
outreach programs, such as PANIM:
The Institute for Jewish Leadership
and Values, which he founded and
led for 21 years; the Clergy
Leadership Incubator (CLI) (through
Clal: The National Jewish Center for
Learning and Leadership which was
co-founded by Eli Weisel and Rabbi
Yitz Greenberg)) where he directs a
program that trains rabbis to be
visionary spiritual leaders; and the
Rene Cassin Fellowship Program, a
year-long fellowship on Judaism and
human rights for young profession-
als with hubs in New York, London
and Jerusalem.

Schwartz will be speaking about his outreach efforts March 14 and
15 at Limmud. His topics will include: “Jewish Megatrends:
Charting the Course of the American Jewish Future”; “God, Prayer
and Ritual for the Jewish Skeptic”; and “Can Social Justice Save the
Jewish Soul?”

The latter presentation is built around his book, “Judaism and
Justice: The Jewish Passion to Repair the World”, which explores the
tension between the commitment of Jews to universal values and
the Jewish communal tendency to emphasize a more parochial set
of priorities. Reconciling this tension is key to helping Judaism
become a source of inspiration to Jews and, simultaneously, a
source of healing to the world, he says.

The “skeptic” workshop is intended to help Jews “access some of
the treasured concepts and practices of Judaism without assuming a
conventional belief in God. The workshop speaks to Jews regardless
of denominational affiliation and has particular appeal to Jews who
have been distant from all forms of Jewish practice”.

As to the future of North American Jewry, Schwarz notes the North
American Jewish community is “riddled with doubts about the via-
bility of the institutions that well served the Jewish community of the
20th century. Synagogues, federations and Jewish membership orga-
nizations have yet to figure out how to meet the changing interests
and needs of the next generation,” he notes.

“Our legacy institutions – the synagogues and federations – are in
significant decline while younger Jews are coalescing around com-
munities that emphasize human rights and social justice,” he says.
“Our legacy institutions can reach out to these younger groups with
resources and leadership experience. In order to bring younger Jews
back into the community, we have to make the case that human
rights and social justice are part of the central core of Judaism.” 

Schwarz was attracted to the rabbinate, he says, by his love of
Judaism and belief in a Jewish future. Raised in an Orthodox home
in New York, he was ordained in 1980 as a Conservative rabbi. He
is the founding rabbi of Adat Shalom Reconstructionist
Congregation in Bethesda, Maryland. He is a recipient of the pres-
tigious Covenant Award for his pioneering work in the field of
Jewish education and was named by Newsweek as one of the 50
most influential rabbis in North America.

To read another preview of a Limmud speaker, 
turn to the next page.

Rabbi SID SCHWARZ
“Synagogues, federations
and Jewish membership
organizations have yet to
figure out how to meet the
changing interests and
needs of the next genera-
tion.”
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By MARTIN ZEILIG
“And so the Lord said unto Moses,

Take unto thee sweet spices, stacte,
and onycha, and galbanum; these
sweet spices with pure frankincense;
of each shall there be a like weight.”
(Exodus 30:34).

Fragrant materials were central to
religious rituals long before Judaism
began about three thousand years ago,
notes Barry Shell, a freelance writer in
Vancouver, B.C. and creator of
www.science.ca – the top Google hit
for any search on Canadian science.

He will be speaking on “Making
Scents of the Torah” at the 2015
Limmud Festival of Jewish Learning
and Culture, March 14-15, at the
Asper Jewish Community Centre. 

The Torah contains 58 references to perfumes and fragrant com-
pounds, including the recipe for ketoret in the book of Exodus, which
comes with an admonition from God not to smell it, or risk excommu-
nication from the tribe, Shell said during a telephone interview from his
home.

“In class we will discuss and smell 10 of the 26 natural ingredients
mentioned in the Old Testament - things like Hyssop, Cistus, and
Spikenard,” added the former Winnipegger, who attended the old
Talmud Torah School, and then, later, attended the Herzlia Academy,
which was on Brock Street in River Heights.

“I will tell all sorts of stories about the plants, the sources, the coun-
tries they grow in, how they might have come to be in Israel at the time
the Bible was written, how they were used over the millennia - not just
for their smell but for their pharmacological properties. We will learn
how essential oils are distilled from plant resins.”

Shell, who’s married and has two adult children, is the author of four
books, and has had articles published in magazines and newspapers,
including the Globe and Mail and the New York Times.

He has a BSc in Organic Chemistry from Reed College in Portland,
Oregon and an MSc in Resource Management Science from UBC.

His book, “Sensational Scientists,” profiling 24 of Canada’s greatest
scientists and published by Raincoast Books, won a National Book
Award in 2005.

“Another key point I want to get across is that we don’t know how
smell works,” Shell stressed.

“This is still one of the mysteries of science. Think. If we did know how
it works, we’d have all sorts of devices for copying smells. But we don’t
have any of these for smell. The reason we don’t have any tools for deal-
ing with smells is because unlike the eyes and ears, we simply don’t
know how smell works.

“I find a lot of things in the Torah to be equally
mysterious. So I want to link the mystery of smell
with the mystery of Torah understanding. We really
don’t know what the Torah means in a lot of pas-
sages, including the passages that describe how to
make certain smells like ketoret (incense offering)
and a lot of it is up for speculation.”

Similarly science does not know how the nose
works, but there is much speculation about various
mechanisms, he said.

“Still, speculation is not enough to build anything
useful,” Shell offered.

“It’s just a guess and you can’t make things like
televisions and tape recorders by just guessing. You
need solid science. And we don’t have any useful
science for how smell works – just our noses.”

For instance, he points out that all people have
different abilities in terms of smell, just like people
have different levels of acuity in their vision.

Yet, we don’t have corrective “smell glasses” to
bring our sense of smell up to “20:20” levels. 

“We just don’t have any of this because we don’t
know how it works,” said Shell.

“And yet, the sense of smell is the most ancient of
all senses, and the most intimate.”

He observed that even bacteria can “smell.”
“Every living thing has a way of communicating

via molecules,” Shell remarked.
“That is what smell is: the most primitive form of

communication. And what is the Torah–in fact what
is the essence of Judaism? We are the people of the
book. We exist because we communicate through
this book–the Torah–reading it every Saturday
morning and then discussing what it contains. So
that’s another parallel – communication.” 

Barry Shell at LimmudBeethoven Two with Israeli pianist 
Inon Barnatan, and a Mozart symphony
While you may not have heard of Israeli pianist Inon Barnatan,

there’s a good chance you’ll not be able to forget him after the
Manitoba Chamber Orchestra’s concert in Westminster Church on
February 18th. Described by the ‘London Evening Standard’ as a
“true poet of the keyboard,” he tends to wow his audiences.

Barnatan had to fill some pretty big shoes recently, sitting in for
the mighty Marc-Andre Hamelin who, due to illness, had to can-
cel a performance with the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra. ‘Arts
Atlanta’ called his performance “stunning” and called it a “musi-
cal coming together at a level one rarely experiences in a concer-
to.” (It was a Beethoven concerto, by the way, and Barnatan is
back for a return engagement with the ASO this January.)

“Inon Barnatan has an absolutely exploding career, both on the
international stage and as a recording artist,” says MCO Music
Director Anne Manson, “so it is thrilling to have him come.” In
more eastern seaboard news, the pianist has been named as the
New York Philharmonic’s first Artist-in-Association, a major three-
season appointment highlighted by multiple concerto and cham-
ber collaborations with the orchestra...

For his Winnipeg debut, Barnatan will be performing
Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 2, in B Flat Major, Op. 19, with
the MCO. This is one of Beethoven’s lesser-known works, and not
often heard in live performance. It is an early work which, accord-
ing to MCO note annotator Don Anderson, “... displays, if not in
fully formed states, many of the principal characteristics of the
mature Beethoven: strength of purpose, imagination, lyricism, and
a hearty sense of humour.”

Also on the programme is Mozart’s Symphony No. 40, in G
Minor (K 550), but not necessarily the version we all know and
love! Mozart originally scored the work not with clarinets, but
with oboes, and this is the instrumentation we’ll hear. Think of it
as the ‘basement tapes’ version.

For detailed program notes, artists’ biographies and much more,
including videos of Anne Manson discussing in detail all the MCO
concerts this season, visit themco.ca.

Pre-concert event / Arrive early for more music! Hear a special
presentation by students of Suzuki Music Winnipeg; Karen Barg,
String Program Coordinator; 6:45 pm.

The concert begins at 7:30 pm in Westminster United Church,
745 Westminster at Maryland. Tickets are $30 for adults, $28 for
seniors and $10 for students, including GST, and are available at
McNally Robinson, the West End Cultural Centre (586 Ellice at
Sherbrook), Organic Planet (877 Westminster Avenue) or through
the MCO website (themco.ca). Call the MCO’s Ticketline
(204.783.7377).

Israeli pianist Inon Barnatan is known for his compelling and insightful musicianship and elegant virtuosity. 
With the MCO, he’ll perform Beethoven’s rarely-heard 2nd piano concerto! Also on tap: Mozart’s 40th symphony.

 FAMILY FUN!  Reserve 3 days ahead for MCO’s Pizza Club: free pizza and a talk on the music you’ll hear!

Westminster Church in Wolseley, Westminster at Maryland
Tickets available at McNally Robinson, West End Cultural Centre,

Organic Planet, MCO (204) 783-7377 or online at
themco.ca

MCO’s 2014/15 season sponsor is CN. Media sponsors include the Winnipeg Free Press, Espace musique 89,9, 
Classic 107.1 FM & Golden West Radio. Northern outreach: OmniTRAX Canada. TD ‘Fid dlers on the Loose in the Lib rar ies’ 

and TD ‘Young Com poser Pro gram.’ Music for all! program: Sun Life Financial.

“A TRUE POET OF THE KEYBOARD”
LONDON EVENING STANDARD

7:30 PM · FEBRUARY 18

WITH SUPPORT FROM THE JEWISH FOUNDATION OF MANITOBA
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BARRY SHELL



Suddenly, Love
By Aharon Appelfeld
Schocken Books,
New York,  2014, 225
pages

Reviewed by 
JOSEPH LEVEN

Longtime readers of
The Jewish Post &
News will know that
almost all the books
that I review are non-
fiction. It’s what inter-
ests me. Still, from time
to time a novel will
come along that I just
can’t resist and Aharon
Appelfeld’s Suddenly,
Love is one of those
books.

What a beautifully
written book showing
the veteran author at his best! Appelfeld is
now in his 80’s and has written some 40 books
in Hebrew, at least half of which have been
translated into English. Although he has previ-
ously written his autobiography (The Story of a
Life), I can’t help but think that Suddenly, Love
contains elements of autobiography.

Ernst is a 70-year-old retired investment
advisor whose great passion is for writing. He
writes and tears up, writes and tears up, and is
never satisfied with what he has written. His
health is poor and he knows that he doesn’t
have much time left, but he is determined to

complete a work that will satisfy
him before he dies.

Ernst grew up in central Europe and at a
very young age became a Communist. He
turned his back on his parents and his people
and threw himself into the life of a revolu-
tionary. When the war came, he fled into
Soviet Russia and soon became an officer in
the Red Army. He left behind his young wife
and daughter, his parents and his grandmoth-
er, all of whom were murdered by the Nazis.

Irena is in her thirties and goes to work as
a housekeeper for Ernst. She lives alone in

what was her par-
ents’ home and
carefully pre-
serves their apart-
ment exactly the
way it was when
they were alive.
Irena has never
married and is
really very con-
tent with her life.

For Irena, past
and present are
very much the
same. She is able
to summon up her
dead parents and
to talk to them
quite comfortably.
Later on in the
novel, she is able
to feel herself in
the homes of
Ernst’s parents and
grandparents and
to feel that she
knows them well.
Vivid imagina-
tion? Powerful
i n t u i t i o n ?
Appelfeld does
not dwell on the
mechanics.

Not much hap-
pens in the story.
Ernst writes and
tears up; Irena
cooks and cleans.
Time passes. Irena
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Shalom Residences Inc.
Musical Fundraiser

On Sunday February 8th, Shalom
Residences is holding their annual
fundraiser at the Berney Theatre in the
Asper Jewish Community Campus, featur-
ing A Tribute to the Beatles by Helen
White and Friends. Singer songwriter
Helen White has performed across three
countries in a variety of styles, playing
several instruments, most notably at the
Winnipeg Jazz Festival, the Rady JCC
Music ‘N’ Mavens, and the Mardi Jazz
Series. She is bringing together a talented
group of musicians for what promises to
be a great afternoon of entertainment. 

Following the performance, there will be
refreshments, a silent auction and a draw
for a grand prize generously donated by
Westjet. All proceeds from the event will
be used to enhance recreational opportu-
nities and purchase furnishings for the
people served by Shalom Residences. 

Founded in 1978, Shalom Residences
assists adults with intellectual disabilities
to live full and active lives as contributing
members of the community. Shalom cur-
rently provides homes and support ser-
vices to 33 people with plans underway
for a new home in the south end of
Winnipeg.

For tickets to Shalom at the Berney,
please see contact information in the
accompanying ad. 

123 Doncaster Street | (204) 477-7510 | www.radyjcc.com

Make masks and
noise makers with

Manitoba Theatre for
Young People
professionals.
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A writer comes unblocked by delving into his 
pre-Holocaust childhood

Continued on
page 21.
See “Suddenly
Love”.

Author AHARON APPELFELD
“has written some 40 books in
Hebrew, atl least half of which
have been translated into
English”



Saul Shrom gone? Say it isn’t so! 
Let’s face it: Virtually most of us perceive, or

at least imagine ourselves to be, at various
stages of our lives, the underdog in that chancy
game of life.

That is why, coincidentally, most of us have
an almost innate tendency to root for teams or
individuals who, against all odds, are least
likely to succeed in their quests for victory.

The logic being that it is far easier for us to
relate to the underdog than it is to favour the top dog. The aforemen-
tioned reality occurred to me after I was put in touch with a young
man in his early twenties who appears to have all that it takes to
become a top pro tennis player, but despite his high IQ, enviable work
ethic, and impressive skill set,  is encountering a hopefully unsur-
mountable commonplace obstacle.

More to the point, Saul Shrom, shared with me that he is an aspiring
Jewish professional tennis player from Winnipeg. “I attended the Gray
Academy and, upon graduation, travelled to Southern Colorado
University in Pueblo on a scholarship to play college tennis for four
years. (After that) I decided to start my own professional career this
past June. The past several months I have travelled all over the world
playing professional tournaments and trying to make a name for
myself.”

How well did my subject perform? The record shows that while Saul
was south of the border, he played the number one singles and dou-
bles positions, led the team in wins in three out of four years and was
the team captain for his final two. Shrom was ranked 14th in
Intercollegiate Tennis Association’s South Central Region in 2014 and
beat numerous nationally ranked singles and doubles opponents.

“Besides the challenges that I endure on the court, in practice, and
in the gym, I have found that one of the toughest challenges is the
financial component of playing pro. At the top of the sport, on the ATP
Tour (Association of Tennis Professionals), there is no shortage of prize
money; however at the lower levels of pro tennis, the prize money is
minimal and the costs to travel to these locations are astronomical.

“I am (presently) in the middle of taking many steps to preserve my
career by attempting to find some sources of funding. I have made my
own personal webpage, which allows people to follow my journey
through my blog and a lot of other valuable information. As well there
is a page there that allows people to give donations online. My plans
include heading to Israel in March to compete for a month and to con-
tinue beyond that throughout Europe and North America in support of
World Ranking points.”

Sounds like a cliché, but Saul’s accomplishments thus far are too
numerous to mention. In Manitoba he has won six championships and
in US competition, he made the All American Athletic First Team, was
Pueblo Male Scholar Athlete, won the Men’s Tennis Summit Award for
having the highest GPA (grade point average) 3.98 out of 4.00. 

On a personal level, Saul’s parents are David and Jerry and sisters
are Lainey, 27, and Yael, 25. Dad plays a bit of tennis, but mainly
swims, cycles, runs and used to compete in triathlons. Lainey played
high school volleyball and basketball.

How did young Shrom come to choose tennis as his sport of choice?
“When I was between seven and ten, I played hockey, basketball,
baseball and soccer. At ten, I started to play tennis as well. Over the
next year, it became obvious that tennis and hockey became my main
sports.

“When I was 11, my parents and I decided that there was more
opportunity for me in a sport like tennis to get a college scholarship
and be able to travel and compete at a high level. From that point it
was all tennis.”

As for his game, Shrom mentioned that his tennis strengths are his
backhand, crosscourt forehand, and his fitness. “I take great pride in
my work in the gym and feel like I can outlast a lot of my opponents
by maintaining my level throughout the match no matter how long it
is.

“As far as areas I have to work on, my movement is at the top of the
list.

Throughout my junior and college career, I felt like I moved pretty
well, However, now that I am playing on the pro circuit, I have real-
ized that I need to move forward into the ball more to reduce my
opponent’s time. I must use more stances as a way to create more nat-
ural power. 

“I have been working very hard on that. As well, I have been work-
ing on my second serve and my mental game, as there is a lot that is

decided in matches that doesn’t have to do
with hitting the ball,” said Shrom who has a double major in
Psychology and Criminology -  a field of study that he’d like to put into
practice when his touring days are over.

The candid Shrom, who has thus far handled himself like a pro at all
levels on tennis courts everywhere, is now taking on what appears to
be an even more formidable foe: ”I am having trouble with the finan-
cial side now and it looks like my journey may have to stop only seven
months in. 

“My own personal webpage is saulshromtennis.weebly.com Feel
free to look at my sponsorship options. If you have any questions or
even other ideas about a sponsorship, please feel free to email me at
saulshrom@hotmail.com I am open to all offers as I am trying to pro-
long my journey to pursue my dream. On it, you can follow my blog,
learn more about the pro circuit, donate money to help offset the costs
of the ever-so-expensive journey of a pro tennis player .

POST PATTER:
Call for Nominations for the Rady JCC “Y” Sports Dinner’s 2015

Jewish Athlete of the Year
The Rady Jewish Community Centre Sports Dinner Committee is

now accepting nominations for the 2015 Max & Idy Nusgart Memorial
Jewish Athlete of the Year award.

This annual award will be presented at the 43rd Rady JCC Sports
Dinner, Thursday, May 7th, 2015 at the RBC Winnipeg Convention
Centre featuring guest speaker, NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman.

The award is open to all athletes competing at the high school,
provincial, national or international level. Please include with the
nominations letter a short summary of the athlete’s sports accomplish-
ments over the past 12-18 months, with their name, address, phone
number and all contact information. Nominations can be submitted
by the athlete, their parents and or coaches or their sports organiza-
tion.

Please send all nominations to the attention of Maegan Piltzmaker,
“Y” Sports Dinner Jewish Athlete of the Year Selection Committee,
c/o the Rady Jewish Community Centre, 123 Doncaster Street,
Winnipeg, MB R3N 2B3. Nominations can also be emailed to mpiltz-
maker@radyjcc.com

Deadline for all nominations is: Monday, March 2, 2015

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and
covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports
to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-
mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

SAUL SHROM: “At the top of the sport, on
the ATP Tour (Association of Tennis
Professionals), there is no shortage of prize
money; however at the lower levels of pro
tennis, the prize money is minimal and the
costs to travel to these locations are astro-
nomical.”



What Makes Sammy Kohn drum and beyond
When you have “made it“,

and you’re not yet 30, you
have to wonder what life
still has in store for you?
Wonder no more. Sammy
Kohn, founder and alumnus
of the rock group “The
Watchmen”, can answer
that question. In a succinct

way, Kohn will tell you there is life after “The
Watchmen”. Many readers will recall “The
Watchmen”, of whom Kohn was an integral mem-
ber, being the drummer. For those too young to
remember the group, there is good news in store for
you. 

“The Watchmen” are reuniting temporarily for a
Winnipeg gig at the Burton Cummings Theatre on
March 21st and you, too, can connect with this
piece of Winnipeg rock history, not to mention its
Jewish origins. (This presumes there are still tickets
left, since the show was almost sold out within 20
minutes of the announcement of the event). 

For those readers who do recall “The Watchmen “
from an earlier version, well, get set to see a new
and older looking group with a better sound. 

What ever happened to Sammy Kohn? He has
lived for a long time in Toronto - over14 years now,
is husband to the former Sara Weinstein of
Winnipeg, and father to three children: Julia (9),
Joshua (7) and Jolie (3). So what made Sammy drum
then and makes him run today?

As is well known, Sammy Kohn, son to Marvin
and Penny Kohn, became famous with the success
of “The Watchmen”, probably even more so than he
dreamed. He did have some music in his DNA,
given that his aunt on his mother’s side is Faigie
Dozar Greaves and his aunt on his father’s side is
Miriam Kohn Bronstein. Both these women have
definite musical talents. 

Furthermore, according to Kohn, his mother is a
“complete natural” on the piano. But, together the
complete package was Sammy Kohn, referred to as a man who can
play hypnotic percussion. Still, as it has turned out for Kohn, he was
and is far more than the perfect drummer boy.

Kohn was 19 when
“The Watchmen”
were born, with
Kohn’s first cousin
and vocalist, Danny
Greaves, guitarist
Joey Serlin and
bassist Ken Tizzard
the other core com-
ponents. 

The group was not
instantly famous, but
worked hard on the
road with a long run
traveling to the far
flung corners of the
world performing
thousands of shows
in Canada, the U. S.,
Europe and Australia
-  to much adulation. 

Yet, with all of this
success, in 1999,
Kohn pulled out, in a
somewhat acrimo-
nious way (Hatchets
have long since been
buried.), as he want-
ed to lead a more
normal life style and
head into the music
business, although in
a different way. 

In January of 2000, Kohn became
the director of sales for the Canadian
Music Network magazine. That posi-
tion was the launching point for Kohn
and in May, 2003 Kohn headed to
NOW Magazine as the senior account
manager. 

In November, 2006 Kohn had an
opportunity to join Toronto Life maga-
zine as a national account manager.
Kohn was at Toronto Life for almost
seven years in this capacity and
played a very prominent role there. 

He then was elevated to Senior
National Account Manager at Toronto
Life magazine and Torontolife.com in
December, 2013, where he remains
the top sales representative.

One might ask if there is any con-
nection for Kohn between his experi-
ence as a drummer for “The
Watchmen” and his career in the
media world since 2003. Kohn would
answer that he could not do his pre-
sent job at the level that he has
attained without his background and
exposure as a key part of “The
Watchmen”. 

He says that the time he spent with
“The Watchmen” enabled him to grow
and get the confidence he’d need so
that he was ready and able to “rein-
vent himself” which, in fact, is what
he did. 

And, even with the success that
Kohn has had in his second career in
the media, he also has had the good
fortune of being able to “keep his
drumming hand” on the performing
side with those recurring reunifica-

tion stints with “The Watchmen”. He’s a lucky guy to have had two
worlds open to him and best of all, Kohn knows and appreciates how
lucky he is. 
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Gerry Posner

By

GERRY POSNER

SAMMY KOHN

“...the time he spent with “The
Watchmen” enabled him to
grow and get the confidence
he’d need so that he was ready
and able to “reinvent himself”
which, in fact, is what he did. 
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net
All obituaries in The Jewish Post & News are

also posted to our website at
http:www.jewishpostandnews.ca.

There is no extra charge for this service.

Delandes ad #1

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF FEB. 4

KENNETH A. FILKOW QC
Kenneth A. Filkow QC, a prominent Manitoba law-

yer, a leading member of the community and a devoted
husband, father and grandfather passed away on Mon-
day, October 27, 2014.

Over his 73 years of life, Ken touched so many
people in meaningful ways.

Ken taught his children, Kevin, Shaun and Lainie,
about the importance of living productive lives, about
being caring individuals and about being aware of
what’s happening in the world around them. He was
always available and supportive and wise in his advice.

His grandchildren, Jesse and Ari Filkow in Vancou-
ver, and Molly and Shae Borzykowski in Toronto
thought he was a rock star. He was fun and creative;
they loved his games and stories. He was a special
father in law to Debbi-Jo Matias and to Bryan
Borzykowski.

Ken was a loving and proud husband. For 44 years,
he and Sharon were a great force. They created a life,
rich with family, friends and experiences. Sadly, Sharon
passed away in June 2008. Ken very much missed her.

Ken was an esteemed and highly sought-after law-
yer. He had a distinguished legal career over 48 years.
Without exception, his clients, and the lawyers and
judges and others with whom he worked all had tre-
mendous respect for him.

Ken had a brilliant legal and strategic mind, extraor-
dinary communication skills and negotiating abilities.
There are many reasons why Ken was exceptional legal
counsel, but the main one was that he loved what he did.
To Ken, law wasn’t a job – it was a calling. There was
never a day in his life where he didn’t want to go to
work, even when tackling very complicated cases. He
took no shortcuts. He was a special mentor to many
lawyers, junior and senior. Honesty and fairness were
fundamental to his life and to his legal work.

Ken did so much more – he was the longest serving
chairperson of the Manitoba Human Rights Commis-
sion; he ran Klondike Sterling Glove, the business his
father, Alec and his mother, Evelyn started. He man-
aged political campaigns and politicians at all levels
would often call on him for advice.

Ken had a lot of friends. Every day he would go for
breakfast and lunch with the widest range of people. No
one wanted to end a conversation with Ken. He was
interesting and he was funny and he listened. He knew
so much about so much. Many people confided in Ken
and he helped them.

As remarkable as Ken’s life was, it wasn’t always
easy. He lost a son, he lost a wife and then became sick
himself.

How he carried himself in the last few months speaks
volumes about the kind of person Ken was. He contin-
ued working, he made time for his children and grand-
children and he fought as hard as he could to keep living
his life.

Ken used to say that life is not for sissies, but while
he recognized life was tough, he never complained. He
loved life and he loved the people he met throughout it.

Ken was loved, admired and respected. He will be
missed.

Donations can be made to the Ken and Sharon
Filkow fund at Manitoba Cancer Care.

BESS SCHACHTER
November 14, 1924 - January 10, 2015

Bess Schachter passed away peacefully with her
granddaughter Joey by her side at the Victoria Hospital
January 10, 2015. She was predeceased by her husband
of over 60 years, Mitchell Schachter. Also predeceased
by brothers-in-law Joseph Schachter, Sam Medoff,
Morris Labovitch, Joseph Berz, Clifford Margolis and
Israel Braunstein, and sisters-in- law Molly Medoff,
Ann Braunstein, and Rita Bebchuk. Survived by sisters
Marion Berz and Nellie Labovitch, and brothers Sam
Bebchuk and Bill Bebchuk (Elaine). Also survived by
brother-in-law Albert Schachter (June), and sister-in-
law Sunny Schachter, her children Rivian (Brian) and
Murray (Susan), her grandchildren Asher (Amanda),
Joey (Gareth), Michael (Tammy) and Mark, and her
greatgrandchildren Chaim, Leila, Joseph, Zachary,
Samantha, Ella, Evan and Jordan, and many nieces and
nephews.

Bess was indispensable as she worked side by side
with her husband in their garment manufacturing busi-
ness. Together, they were fortunate to have enjoyed a
long and healthy working life and rich retirement
before Mitchell’s passing in 2006.

Thanks go to Dr. MacDougall, and all the staff at
Ambulatory Care at St. Boniface Hospital, and her care
givers, Rose and Tessie.

Donations if desired can be made to the Siloam
Mission, 300 Princess Street, Winnipeg, MB R3B
1M3.

ARNOLD AUBREY PORTIGAL
It is with great sadness

the Portigal Family an-
nounces the passing, on
January 4, 2015, of
Arnold Aubrey Portigal,
86 years old.

Arnold was born on
March 9, 1928 in Winni-
peg, Canada, the only
child of Samuel and
Genevieve Portigal. He
was married for 57 years
to his wife Elodee, whom
he met in 1958 on a blind
date in Los Angeles, Cali-

fornia and married three months later. They had two
children, Blair Portigal and Leslie Portigal Folz. Leslie
sadly passed several years ago following her battle
with ovarian cancer.

Arnold was a self-educated man, a man of purpose,
an entrepreneur, philanthropist, humanitarian, truly a
Renaissance man. In 1963 he sold his commercial
finance organization to Walter E Heller International
and became President of Walter E Heller Canada, Ltd.
During the following five years he developed Heller’s
Consumer Finance Facilities throughout Canada. He
then left the Heller Organization to again establish his
own commercial real estate private equity firm.

Arnold was a passionate advocate of the Jewish
community in both Winnipeg and Phoenix and for the
State of Israel. He was Deputy Director of the United
Israel Appeal, sitting on boards in both Israel and
Canada. He initiated and chaired Project Canada whose
sole purpose was to provide immigrant housing to
answer the acute need of Russian Jews fleeing to Israel.
In 1974 he was awarded by the United Israel Appeal and
State of Israel Bonds, receiving the Eleanor Roosevelt
Humanity Award. He travelled extensively to Israel
during the 1960’s and 1970’s to meet with the likes of
Golda Meir, Moshe Dayan and David Ben-Gurion.

In both Canada and The United States, Arnold was
deeply involved in community activities which in-
cluded many political appointments. In Winnipeg he
was appointed to the Board of Victoria General Hospi-
tal and became Chairman of the Board. During his eight
year tenure he completed ground breaking improve-
ments at the hospital. Arnold was then appointed by the
Premier of Manitoba and Minister of Health to assume
the Post of Chairman of the Manitoba Cancer Treat-
ment and Research Foundation as well as the Manitoba
Institute of Cell Biology. During his long tenure he
negotiated clinical trials of drugs developed by the
institute with major US pharmaceutical companies.

When Arnold moved full time to Phoenix, Arizona,
he was appointed National Treasurer of the American
Cancer Foundation until early 2002 when he decided to
step down after determining he was suffering from
Alzheimer’s disease.

We are reminded of Dylan Thomas’s words, “Do not
go gently into that good night, rage, rage, against the
dying of light…” Arnold, like these words, carried with
him the quality of spirit and soul that took him fighting
until the very end. He will be greatly missed. His spirit
will forever remain with us.

He is survived by his wife Elodee, son Blair and
grandchildren Sydney and Alexa Portigal and Joshua
Folz.

Deadline for the
February 18 issue of

The Jewish Post & News is
noon, Thursday, February 12

In loving memory of our
beloved grandmother &

great-grandmother

EVA (Rifka)

BLANK
who passed away
February 5, 1980
18 Days in Shevat

We still miss you very much
and think of you lovingly every
day.
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her grand-
children, great-grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LAURA

DESHELL
who passed away
Feburary 5, 2007
18 days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RIVKE

(REGINA)

FLEISHER
who passed away
22 days in Shevat

February 10th, 2007
— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by her children
Miriam and William, daughter
in law Doreen and
grandchildren Zach, Ben,
Gideon and Raisa.

8th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RUTH POSEN
who passed away
January 26, 1989

21 Days in Shevat, 5749
—Ever present in the hearts
and souls of her family and
friends who lovingly
remember her.
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In Memoriam
In loving memory of

BEN

GOLDENBERG
who passed away

February 13, 1990
18 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS

FROMSON
who passed away
February 9, 2004
18 Days in Shevat

PEGGY

FROMSON
who passed away

May 30, 1996
13 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and missed by their children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory
of our dear husband and father
MAX  HECHTENTHAL

who passed away
January 24, 1981

20 Days in Shevat 5741
Our hearts still ache with sadness
Silent tears still flow
What it means to lose you
No one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife and son.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In memory of a beloved
father, grandfather, husband.
A gentle man, friend to many,
respected and admired by all

MICHAEL

KAUFMANN
who passed away

February 18, 2006
21 Days in Shevat

In Pirke avot, it is written:
There are three crowns:

The crown of Torah,
the crown of priesthood,
and the crown of royalty;

but the crown of a good name
surpasses them all.

— With love your wife,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GOLDY

LABOVITCH
who passed away
February 1, 1986
22 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

28th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK NEWMAN
who passed away
January 22, 2014

21st of Shevat, 5774
You’ll always be in our hearts
— Ever rememered and sadly
missed by your wife, children,
and grandchildren.

17th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved

JOSEPH

ROSENSTOCK
who passed away

February 14, 1998
18 Days in Shevat 5758

Our loss so great and deeply felt
— Lottie, children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

HARRY

RUBINFELD
who passed away
January 24, 2000
17 Days in Shevat

Always in our hearts
and forever in our thoughts
— Always remembered by
your daughters Sandy, Renee,
Andrea, son-in-law Sassy and
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam In Memoriam

In loving memory of

KAY SERA
who passed away
February 5, 2010
21 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by her loving
husband, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit
In loving memory of

RUTH SLUTSKY
who passed away
February 5, 1999
19 days in Shevat

You will forever be in our hearts
We will never forget you
Rest in peace my darling
— Ever remembered by your
husband Norman, daughters
Beverley and Maxine,
granddaughter Jessica and
family.

In Memoriam

33rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ESTHER

STERN
who passed away
February l1, 1982
18 Days in Shevat

— Lovingly remembered by
your children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

17th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE

SUCHAROV
who passed away

February 18, 1998
22 Days in Shevat

Your legacy lives on.
— Lovingly remembered and
missed by your children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ALEC VINE
who passed away
February 9, 2014

9 Adar I, 5774
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by his wife Rita,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

ROSE ZENITH
who passed away
February 7, 2000

1 day in Adar

SAM ZENITH
who passed away

April 4, 2004
13 days in Nisan

Always in our thoughts. Forever in our hearts.
— Their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

MORRIS

WIWIERSKI
who passed away
January 19, 1995
19 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
sons, daughter-in-law and
grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

FEB. 11

In Memoriam

SAMUEL

TENNENHOUSE
who passed away

February 14, 2001
22 days in Shevat, 5761

In loving memory of

— Lovingly remembered by their children and grandchildren.

GERTIE

TENNENHOUSE
who passed away

April 30, 2014
30 days in Nisan

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BERNARD

ATNIKOV
who passed away

February 14, 1980
28 Days in Shevat

Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our way.
Though absent you are ever
near.
Still missed, still loved and ever
dear.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children
and grandchildren, brother
and sister.
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Harry Warren/World news

In loving memory of
LARRY (LOU)

BLANK
who passed away
February 3, 1986
24 Days in Shevat

Twenty-nine years have passed
and in our minds it's still so
hard to bear, but in our hearts
your memory will constantly
be there.
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
children and grandchildren.

29th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam

13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HAROLD M.

MARGOLIS
who passed away

February 17, 2001
24 Days in Shevat

From the practice of this plain
craft
come works of everlasting
artistry,
And as from densest lead are
cast the wings
on which thoughts fly past
centuries,
So from blackest ink shines
forth
the light of words that make
men free.
Always remembered by his
brother, sisters, children,
grand-children, family and
friends.

In loving memory of

MOLLY CLARICE
PITSCH

who passed away
February 1, 2000
25 Days in Shevat

Forever in our hearts and with
our spirits.
— Your daughters, grand-
children, sister, family and
friends.

15th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BARRY REINER
who passed away
January 29, 2011
24 Days in Shevat

— Lovingly remembered by
your wife, children, grand-
children and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MICKEY

SHAFFER
who passed away
February 1, 1997
24 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LAURIE
THOMPSON

who passed away
February 24, 2006
26 days in Shevat

Your passing saddened us
Your love and warmth embrace
us
Your smile and passionate
heart sustain us
— Forever loved and missed
by your wife, children and
grandchildren.

We are seniors
Chapter no. 65

I have mentioned
before, how impor-
tant it is for Seniors
to have a hobby, or
pastime, before you
retire, and everyday
becomes Sunday!
What I have not
mentioned are my

hobbies, or what I feel passionate about!
Well, those that have read my previous
columns will note that I was really keen on
downhill skiing (later cross-country skiing)
when I was a young whipper snapper! But I
did not mention that I have always been
interested in aviation, since I was about ten
years old.

I shared this interest with two of my child-
hood buddies, Cyril Leonoff and Cyril
Chechick. We all lived in North End
Winnipeg, and would ride our bicycles to
Stevenson Airport (located in the vicinity of
Richardson’s International Airport, today). We
would sneak on to the tarmac and pose for
pictures beside the aircraft (mainly Piper
Cubs).

Later I joined the Canadian Model Air
Scouts. We would meet in the Minto
Armouries and parade in our sky blue uni-
forms. We would learn about aviation, build
gliders out of balsa wood and fly them
indoors in the armoury! When we started
spending our winters in Sun City West
Arizona, I joined a computer club on the
advice of my late, very good friend, Harold
Richman.

They had a club within a club, called The
Flight Simulator Group. Wow - here I would
have a chance to fly various aircraft, without
even leaving the ground! The basic software
was available through Microsoft (Flight

Simulator 2004) which had a number of fly-
ing lessons, ending in a solo flight (using a
Cessna 172, single engine High Winged air-
craft with a tricycle landing gear). If you
passed the solo test, you would be awarded
your Private Pilot’s Flight Simulator license.
The only hardware you needed was a joystick
(available at Best Buy-Logitech extreme 3D
Pro) 

I have since moved on to Flight Simulator X
(also available through Microsoft). With this
advanced software I can fly various missions.
One of my favourites is to fly into Sitka,
Alaska, in a Cessna 172! Imagine: We had
been to Sitka on a cruise to Alask, a number
of years before, and now I was using the flight
simulator to fly onto their very short landing
strip!

Why am I boring some of you with one of
my favourite hobbies? I feel it’s important for
us as seniors to become passionate about
something! Perhaps some of you might be
interested in learning how to fly. There may
be others that get very involved in volunteer
activities or playing cards. Just because you
have become a senior, that doesn’t mean
you’ve  left the human race!

Now, here’s a memory loss story:
A man says to his friend: “We saw a won-

derful movie last night.”
The friend aks: “What was the name of the

movie?” 
The man answers: “ I don’t know.”
He says, “I’ll phone my wife.” 
“Dear,” he say,  “would you go to the front

door, and tell me the name of that bush on
the left hand side?” 

She replies: “A rose bush.” 
He concludes: “Rose, what was the name

of that movie we saw last night?”

By

HARRY WARREN

PRAGUE (JTA) – The national
director of the Anti-Defamation
League, Abraham Foxman, said
President Barack Obama and his
French counterpart Francois
Hollande were refusing to name
Islamists as a threat to society. 

Foxman made the assertion
during a panel discussion
January 26 in the Czech capital
to commemorate the 70th
anniversary of the liberation of
the Auschwitz death camp by
Russian troops. 

Recent attacks on Jews in Europe dominat-
ed the debates during the event, titled “Let
My People Live,” which was organized by
the Czech government and the European
Jewish Congress. 

“For Hollande to stand up in front of the
world and to say that Charlie Hebdo had
nothing to do with Islam is closing your eyes
to a reality, to a truth,” Foxman said of the
French president’s address following the
slaying this month by Islamists of 17 people
in the Paris area – four of them at a kosher
shop and 12 at the offices of the Charlie
Hebdo satirical weekly for its lampooning of
Islam. 

In a public address, Hollande said on Jan.
9, “These fanatics, these ignoramuses, have
nothing to do with the Muslim religion.” His
statement was widely understood to mean

that the terrorists’ interpretation
of Islam is false. 

On Obama, Foxman said the
U.S. president “has called a
meeting on Feb. 18 at the White
House to discuss what?
Extremism? Radical extremism?
Hello?! And nobody in the
media says how can you close
your eyes to what is?” 

The White House event was
announced on Jan. 11 by U.S.
Attorney General Eric Holder in
response to the attacks in Paris.

Holder said it was designed to find “ways in
which we can counteract this violent
extremism that exists around the world.” 

At the Prague event, the hundreds of
Jewish community leaders, politicians and
thinkers from across Europe and beyond
included the American Jewish attorney and
scholar Alan Dershowitz and the French
Jewish philosopher Bernard-Henry Levy. 

During the debate, EJC President Moshe
Kantor called on European parliaments and
governments to enact stricter laws against
hate speech. 

“Please, no political correctness today,”
Kantor said. Issues concerning Holocaust
denial and the security of European Jews
“should be discussed without thinking
about political correctness and how it
would sound.” 

Foxman: Obama and Hollande won’t name Islamist threat

ABRAHAM 
FOXMAN
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devotes herself more and more to
Ernst. She learns to read his
moods and to help him out of the
bouts of depression that assail
him by preparing his favourite

dishes. She opens her heart to him.
Ernst scarcely notices at first. He is caught up in the wrestling

match with words and ideas. Yet little by little, something changes.
His writing starts to flow. He tears up less and puts away more.
Above all else, his past opens up to him and he can write about it
clearly and simply. Ernst feels that he is finally writing words that
ring true, and he realizes that this has only come about through
Irena’s nurturing presence.

Ernst and Irena have fallen in love.
Among the other characters in Suddenly, Love, the portrait of

Ernst’s grandfather particularly stands out. Appelfeld opens the door
to us of the bygone world of the Jewish peasant farmers of the
Carpathian Mountains. This ancient community lived quietly and
peacefully in harmony with its neighbours for hundreds of years
until the Holocaust. Ernst’s grandfather is a model of dignity, piety
and compassion.

The other great theme of the novel is the theme of the writer. What
is good writing and where does it come from? Through his charac-
ter Ernst, Appelfeld tells us that great writing comes from the events
of the writer’s own life, what he has seen or experienced, and par-
ticularly his experiences when he was young.

The writing that Ernst had been doing was populated with univer-
sal characters, a holdover from his Communist youth. It never satis-
fied him. Only when he was able to connect with his childhood
experiences at his grandparents’ home in the Carpathians, did
Ernst’s writing start to have value to him. He also discovers the
importance of simplicity in writing; less description, fewer adjec-
tives - just the facts.

Aharon Appelefeld  has followed his own prescription in
Suddenly, Love. The book is short and spare with not a wasted word.
It is the work of a master craftsman still at the height of his powers.

(Suddenly, Love is available at the Winnipeg Public Library.)

Muslims, Palestinians pay price
for Israel, Jewish outreach

By MYRON LOVE
It takes courage for Muslims and Palestinians to attempt outreach to

Jews and Israel – and the penalty can be steep.
Take, for example, the case of Al-Quds University Professor Mohammed

Dajani. Last spring, as reported in several media outlets, Dajani, head of the
Department of American Studies at the Jerusalem-based Palestinian univer-
sity, took a group of 27 of his students to visit Auschwitz. As a result of that
gesture of understanding, the former Fatah activist turned moderate was
forced to resign his position at the university.

As reported in The Times of Israel last spring, Dajani was quoted as
writing in the New York Times four years ago that he thought it “essen-
tial for Palestinian students to study the genocide so that they would be
armed with knowledge to reject the comparison between the
Holocaust and the Nakba because if it were broadly avoided, peace
would be even more attainable than it is today.

“Teaching Palestinians about the Holocaust, he said, would go a long
way towards restoring the right of Arab societies to gain uncensored
knowledge of history – and enable them to learn from the past,” he
wrote.

“If Arabs knew more about the Holocaust in particular and genocide
in general, perhaps Arab voices would be more forceful in trying to
stop similar atrocities and young Palestinians more hopeful and deter-
mined to pursue peace.”

Regrettably, following the Auschwitz visit, Dajani was roundly
denounced as a traitor and collaborator and expelled from his univer-
sity teachers’ union (to which he didn’t belong anyway). His own uni-
versity disowned the trip. 

Dajani remains defiant, telling the Israeli newspaper, Haaretz, that he
broke no university policy, rules, or regulations.

In a convoluted and nonsensical condemnation of Dajani, one Arab
academic by the name of Mazin Qumsiyeh is quoted as saying:
“[Dajani] adopted the Zionist perspective that Judaism and Zionism are
the same thing and in our opinion this is an anti-Semitic attitude to
equate Zionism and Judaism and somehow link making peace and
Zionism with the issues of Jewish suffering around the world.”

A second Muslim leader – an Imam from Duke University by the
name of Abdullah Antepli, is also in hot water for reaching out to Jews
and Israelis. Some readers may recognize Antepli’s name as he was
here a couple of years ago to participate in a Muslim-Jewish sympo-
sium along with his close friend, Or Rose.

According to the Palestinian website “Maan” (in a story written by
one Alex Shams), Antepli’s “crime” was to lead a group of 18 of his
Muslim students on an all-expenses paid trip to Israel organized for
Muslim-American leaders to Israel for a program there. Lasting 12 days,
the program was primarily based at the Shalom Hartman Institute in
West Jerusalem, where participants received instruction through a cur-
riculum entitled “Encountering Israel: Foundations of Peoplehood and
Faith.”

The trip did include some meetings with Palestinian activists in the
West Bank.

Antepli has been charged with being a dupe for Zionism, a sellout,
“Faithwashing” and going against the BDS campaign against Israel.
Reportedly, more than four different pro-Palestinian or Muslim-
American community organizations, as well as 200 independent
activists have signed a letter promising not to give those who had
attended the initiative platforms to speak, and calling for a complete
boycott of the group. 

To his credit, Antepli is not backing down. In an interview with
“Ma’an” on the final day of the trip, he argued that the “program is pri-
marily about Muslim-Jewish relations in the United States” and that par-
ticipants do not have any “delusions” about trying to “solve the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.” 

“In his opinion,” he said, “the majority of American Jews are Zionists
and love Israel, and therefore the issue of Israel-Palestine was an ele-
phant in the room in interfaith discussions in the U.S. because Muslim
leaders were afraid to engage on it.” 

Not understanding religious Zionism, in his opinion, hindered US
Muslim leaders’ attempts to reach out to Jewish counterparts. “Coming
to Israel and learning about Zionism doesn’t mean I agree with their
policies, nor does it jeopardize my loyalty to my Palestinian brothers
and sisters,” he told “Ma’an”. He noted that it was his idea to approach
the Shalom Hartman institute after having previously studied there him-
self.

“These are people who believe there can be a different kind of rela-
tionship between American Muslims and the American Jewish com-
munity,” he told “Ma’an”, “and receiving an education from a credible,
recognized, reputable Jewish Israeli organization can be utilized in
improving or allowing a different kind of conversation within the
American Jewish community within America.” 

“Ma’an” concludes that, short of a change of heart on the part of
organizers and participants, an end to funding, or massive public pres-
sure, however, it appears that Antepli’s Muslim Leadership Initiative is
here to stay, and will be returning to “Palestine” next year.

“Suddenly, Love”
(Continued from page 15.)
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Joanne Seiff

When I was in graduate school in North
Carolina, our garden had an enormous
camellia tree. In February, around Tu B’Shvat,
it started to think about flowering. By the end
of February, we saw the first daffodils and
enormous camellia blooms. It wasn’t hard to
imagine that it was time to plant trees in

Israel; it was Tu B’Shvat.
It’s harder to make that connection in Winnipeg. Last year, as my

preschoolers talked about the seedlings they had started at school, I
wondered how I would get the plants home and inside without freez-
ing. I worried that they wouldn’t make it from the car to the house.
Those seedlings made it inside, but died from lack of sunshine long
before it was time to plant the garden. It was just a plant or two, but it
sort of summed up part of the paradox of being a Jew living in the
Diaspora. 

Tu B’Shvat, the New Year of the Trees, is the Jewish equivalent of
Arbor Day. It isn’t a big deal in the great scheme of things on the
Jewish calendar. Shabbat is more important, of course. However, if
you’re a gardener and a person who thinks a lot about weather and the
seasons, it’s hard to blow off entirely. Plus, there are good tie-ins for a
thinking Jew. The popular one is an environmental connection. If we
care about the Earth, Jewish tradition offers us holidays that show Jews
have always had ways to remember planting and harvest.

Mystics in Safed focused on the transformational nature of the four
seasons on this holiday. This can be deep and meaningful…or not. As
a university student, I held a rocking Tu B’Shvat seder in my dorm
room. Four bottles of wine changing from white to red, a mystical
seder filled with fruit and nuts…my friends and I had a great time. So
momentous was our Saturday night mystical experience that I had an
enormous hangover when I went to teach religious school the next
morning. My nine-year-old students knew it was serious when I could-
n’t bear to eat the snack!

So, how to make this meaning-
ful in Winnipeg? Well, I focus on
the chance to think about start-
ing again, change, blossoming,
and thinking about other,
warmer climates. Every year, we
get to start over multiple times
with different New Years. This is
one of the less famous ones. In
terms of agriculture, it’s a chance
to pore over the seed catalogs.
Since I can’t plant outside, I think
about what beans and peas we’ll
plant in our garden in June. What
will we change? What can we

depend on to blossom and grow in our short growing season?
In a bigger sense, living outside of Israel teaches us to be in two

places at once. In services, we pray for rain in Israel. We pray for
heads of state, for peace, for all Jewish people and for everyone in the
world. It requires us to empathize with others and their needs. Tu
B’Shvat is a chance to make that leap. Geographically, our environ-
ment differs enormously from Israel’s. A rabbi or teacher may ask us
to connect to Israel, empathize with Israelis and their climate in this
context. That’s a good idea, but it’s not the only thing I’d like to pur-
sue. I also try to work closer to home.

Take this notion of trying to be here and to imagine another place to
reach out to others - at the same time. How can we manage our own
lives (or our harsh winter climate) and also, remember to empathize
with others? This can be a real humdinger.

Ahavat Yisrael (loving fellow Jews) and – more generally - loving oth-
ers is great in theory, but sometimes hard in practice. It’s stopping to
see if I can hold the preschool door for another kid and his parent or
shoveling someone’s walk after a snowstorm. It’s asking if somebody
has a place to go for a hot holiday meal or warm enough clothes. It’s
wondering how I can manage more to make someone feel welcome
or help them realize I value them.

This is where the mystical transformation comes in. The trees in my
yard are dormant…but this minor holiday offers a chance to work on
nurturing. How can I reach out to help someone else blossom? How
can I change my already packed schedule to include more positive
interactions with others?

Sure, Tu B’Shvat is about trees, but Judaism can ultimately be about
people, wherever we live. Maybe this is yet another opportunity to
transform. I won’t lie, my life is jam packed – two three-year-olds, a
husband, two bird dogs, a household and even a small amount of time
to work. I’m sure you’re busy, too. However, maybe our best Jewish
selves are the ones that can be in two places at once, making positive
change…one tree at a time.

Joanne Seiff is the author of two books and the mom of twin
preschoolers. See more of her work on her blog:
www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com or at http://www.ravelry.com/design-
ers/joanne-seiff.

Please Answer Our Call – Jewish
National Fund Tu Bi’Shevat Telethon
When is a tree more than just a tree? When it is planted along

the communities of Halutza, Israel to protect Israeli citizens from
Gaza rocket fire. 

On Sunday, February 8, Jewish National Fund (JNF) volunteers
will be calling between 1:00 pm and 7:00 pm as part of our annu-
al Tu Bi’Shevat Telethon. This year JNF is raising money for securi-
ty tree plantings in Israeli communities located along the Gaza
border. Volunteers will encourage you to purchase trees, starting
at $18, to be planted to help secure Israel.

The communities are under constant threat of rocket fire and are
exposed targets due to lack of tree cover. As the trees grow around
communities and along roads, they will act as a physical and visu-
al barrier protecting citizens. 

Tu Bi’Shevat, the new year for the trees, falls on February 4 this
year. JNF is well known for planting trees (having planted over
240 million trees in Israel over the past 114 years), and has adopt-
ed this holiday as its own. And while the scope of JNF’s work is
vast, Tu Bi’Shevat is the time of year that JNF returns to its roots
and focuses on planting trees in Israel.

Sometimes trees can be more than just trees. Sometimes trees
can save lives.

By

JOANNE SEIFF

Since I can’t plant out-
side, I think about what

beans and peas we’ll
plant in our garden in

June. What will we
change? What can we
depend on to blossom
and grow in our short

growing season?

Transforming Tu B’Shvat



(JNS.org) Seventy-five of 100 U.S. senators signed a letter to
Secretary of State John Kerry stating that they will not support foreign
aid to the Palestinian Authority until the Obama administration com-
pletes a review of the Palestinians’ decision to unilaterally join the

I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Criminal Court (ICC). 

The senators said
that the move by
Abbas undermines
the spirit of previous
agreements between
Israel and the
Palestinians and
harms prospects for
peace. They also
highlighted their con-
cerns regarding
Abbas’s efforts to use
the ICC as a venue to
threaten Israel.

“President Abbas’
effort contravenes the spirit of earlier agreements between Israel and
the Palestinian Authority and erodes the prospects for peace,” the sen-
ators wrote in a letter spearheaded by Sens. Marco Rubio (R-FL) and
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY). “Therefore, the United States must make
clear that joining the ICC is not a legitimate or viable path for the
Palestinians.”

“The fact is that the only realistic and sustainable path to resolving
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is through direct negotiations between
Israel and the Palestinians. For those negotiations to be successful,
Israel needs a Palestinian partner that has renounced violence, refus-
es to partner with terrorists, accepts Israel’s right to exist as a Jewish
state, and is willing to make compromises for peace. … President
Abbas’s recent actions undermine these efforts and make a compre-
hensive peace agreement more difficult to achieve,” the senators
added.
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Renowned Israeli peace activist
returns to Winnipeg February 8 & 9
Jeff Halper, an Israeli anthropologist and Nobel Peace Prize nom-

inee, will be in Winnipeg February 8 & 9 as part of a cross-Canada
speaking tour. Dr Halper is coordinator of the Israeli Committee
Against House Demolitions (ICAHD), an Israeli peace and human
rights organization that resists the Occupation and advocates for a
just peace between Israel and the Palestinian people.

In his presentations, Dr Halper will analyse the political situa-
tion through maps and visuals, then raise the fundamental ques-
tion: Where do we go from here? Dr Halper will survey the
options for resolving the conflict: two states, one state (bi-nation-
al or democratic), or a regional confederation.

This tour, organized by United Network for Justice and Peace in
Palestine and Israel (UNJPPI) and Independent Jewish Voices (IJV)
– Canada, will fundraise towards ICAHD’s building of a house for
a Palestinian family whose home was demolished.

Admission to all events is free. Donations are welcome.
Sunday, Feb 8, 7:00pm
“An Israeli in Palestine”
Crescent Fort Rouge United Church
525 Wardlaw (at Nassau)
Monday, Feb 9, 10:00am

“Academic Freedom and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict”
University of Manitoba
Concourse Lounge, University College
Monday, Feb 9, 12:30pm

“An Israeli in Palestine”
University of Winnipeg
Room 1L11, Lockhart Hall 
Monday, Feb 9 • 7:00pm
Conversation/Live Interview with Jewish Post & News 
editor Bernie Bellan
Free Press News Café
237 McDermot (at Arthur)

www.ICAHD.org

75 senators say they won’t support Palestinian aid until U.S. reviews ICC bid

International Criminal Court logo



Rady JCC’s Music ‘N’ Mavens Has Lots to Offer in February!
The 2015 Music ‘N’ Mavens season carries through February to

March 12, 2:00-3:00 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. On February
18, Music ‘N’ Mavens will be at the Gwen Secter Creative Living
Centre at 1:00 p.m. 

2015 Music ‘N’ Mavens Events February Schedule:
Thursday, February 5

Winnipeg and the Heavenly Jerusalem - 3000 years of Utopian
town planning: Frank Albo, an architectural historian, Dr. Albo was
featured as the code-breaking protagonist in the best-selling book, The
Hermetic Code.
Tuesday, February 10

Canadian Holocaust-era Provenance Research Project: Stolen Art
under the Nazi Regime: Dr. Stephen Borys is the Director & CEO of
the Winnipeg Art Gallery. 
Thursday, February 12

Music Influenced by the Middle East: Led by Richard Gillis on trum-
pet, and joined by a trio of the city’s leading jazz musicians, this con-
cert has smatterings of Classical, Flamenco, Klezmer, Tin Pan Alley
and Jazz.

Tuesday, February 17
Why Ukraine Matters: How the Conflict with Russia has changed

the World: Dr. Myroslav Shkandrij, Department of German and Slavic
Studies, University of Manitoba.
Wednesday, February 18, 

1:00 pm. Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre, 1588 Main Street
Harlequin Barbershop Quartet: Rob Smith (Tenor), Larry Hunter

(Lead), Herold Driedger (Bass), and Paul Bullock (Baritone). 
Thursday February 19 

Fields of Gold: A Tribute to One of the Finest Female Jazz
Lyricisists. Led by Helen White, this is a tribute to Dorothy Fields, one
of the greatest jazz songwriters.
Tuesday February 24

Dealing with the Trolls: A Feminist on the Op-Ed Pages. Dr.
Shannon Sampert is the first female editor of the opinion pages in the
Winnipeg Free Press.
Thursday February 26

The Schultz Siblings. Brothers Victor and Myron Schultz are joined
by sister Erica in this rare trio performance of the Mayors of Sambor.

The Rady JCC’s Music ‘N’ Mavens series is produced by Karla
Berbrayer.

For a full schedule please log on to www.radyjcc.com
Admission:

Concerts: $6 M/$10 NM
Lectures: Silver Collection

Mini Concert Pass:
Six concerts for the price of five $30 M / $50 NM
Concert Passes are available by calling the Rady JCC at 204-477-

7510 or on-line at www.radyjcc.com
Tickets are available at the door at all Music ‘N’ Mavens events

(Rady JCC - 123 Doncaster St.)
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Joel Grey, Jewish actor best known for
‘Cabaret’ role, comes out at 82

By JULIE WIENER
(JTA)

It’s no longer sur-
prising for a promi-
nent actor to come
out publicly as gay.

What is a little
surprising, howev-
er, is when he does
so at age 82.

Joel Grey —
whose illustrious
career includes
winning an
Academy Award,
Tony Award and
Golden Globe
Award, all for
playing the master
of ceremonies in “Cabaret” — came out Wednesday in an exclusive
interview with People magazine.

“I don’t like labels,” he told the magazine, “but if you have to put a
label on it, I’m a gay man.”

Grey, who was married to actress Jo Wilder for 24 years and is the
father of actress Jennifer Grey, was already out to friends and family,
but had not spoken publicly about his sexuality.

Grey’s original surname was Katz, and his father, Mickey Katz, was
also an actor. In the People interview, he recalled growing up in
Cleveland and “hearing the grownups talk in the next room, my moth-
er included, talking derisively about ‘fairies’…”

In addition to his award-winning “Cabaret” performances, Grey,
who is also a photographer with three books of photographs and a
Museum of the City of New York exhibit to his credit, has played a
wide range of roles for stage, film and television. Among the more
incongruous ones, given his Jewish background: Joseph Goebbels in
“The Empty Mirror” (1996), Ghost of Christmas Past in “A Christmas
Carol” (1999) and the narrator in “Twas the Night Before
Christmas”(1974).

His CV includes some Jewish roles as well, however: in 1994, he
appeared in the show “Borscht Capades,” which the Philadelphia
Inquirer described as a “kind of a Yiddish vaudeville.”  And while he
may not be a Jewish doctor, he’s played them on TV, including Jude
Bar-Shalom on “Brothers & Sisters” and Dr. Singer on “Grey’s
Anatomy.”

Community/Entertainment news

Joel Grey and daughter Jennifer Grey attend
the “Trust Me” world premiere, April 20, 2013
in New York City. (Michael Loccisano/Getty
Images for Tribeca Film Festival)


