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Another Rykiss finds stardom 
First it was Paula Rykiss (Paula Abdul), 

now it’s Romi Rykiss (Romi Mayes)

Etz Chayim sells
storied Hebrew

Sick Hall on
Selkirk Avenue

By MYRON LOVE
For Jewish Winnipeggers of

a certain generation, the former Hebrew Sick Benefit
hall on Selkirk Avenue brings back memories of
happy times. For several decades, the hall was a
centre for the
Jewish community.
It hosted syna-
gogue services at
Yom Tov, wed-
dings, Yiddish
plays and a variety
of social events.
However, the hall
now has another
function. In
O c t o b e r ,
Congregation Etz
Chayim – which
inherited the
building as a result
of the merger of
the Beth Israel,
Bnay Abraham and Rosh Pina Synagogues in 2001 –
sold the storied hall to a church group.

The Hebrew Sick Benefit Association (HSBA) was
founded in the early 1900s and became the largest
of several mutual aid societies for Jewish immigrants
to Winnipeg in a time before government provided
social services. According to Allan Levine in his new
Coming of Age: A History of the Jewish People of
Manitoba, the HSBA in 1907 purchased the former
St. Gyles Presbyterian Church on Selkirk Avenue
and transformed it into the Queen’s Theatre, a venue
for Yiddish theatre, that attracted the stars of North

(Cont. on page 2. See “Hebrew Sick Hall sold”.)

Addresses Gray Academy Grade 11 & 12 students
Federal Finance Minister Jim Flaherty 

Visits Asper Campus

Federal Finance Minister Jim Flaherty paid a visit
to the Asper Campus Monday afternoon, January
11. In the picture above, Flaherty is seen with
(from l-r): Jewish Federation Executive Director
Robert Freedman, Conservative Party candidate
in Winnipeg South Centre Raymond Hall,
Minister Flaherty, and Jewish Federation
President Ben Cohen.

Flaherty addressed Gray Academy Grade 11 &
12 students in the Berney Theatre, following
which he went on a short tour of the Rady Jewish
Community Centre. Flaherty’s visit to the Asper
Campus is a continuation of a tradition of federal
cabinet ministers visiting the campus when they
come to Winnipeg. Most recently Immigration
Minister Jason Kenney was here in September,
and in years past Stephan Dion, Paul Martin, and
Ken Dryden, (all former ministers in Liberal gov-
ernments) also visited the campus.

Inside this issue: Beautiful Brides - our annual wedding supplement 
(also available free online at www.jewishpostandnews.com)

Award-winning singer-song-
writer Romi Mayes was the fea-
tured entertainer at the Grant &
Wilton coffee house (held in the
basement of Temple Shalom)
this past Saturday night. 

Coming off an extensive year
of  touring that saw Romi play in
Canada, the U.S. and Europe
(200 shows altogether), this for-
mer Joseph Wolinsky student
(née Rykiss) also released anoth-
er CD in 2009: “Achin in Yer
Bones”.

Romi packed them in Saturday
night, playing before an audi-
ence that included her mother,
Joyce. To find out more about
Romi’s career, go to romi-
mayes.com

Photo by Gerry Carman



Award-winning broadcaster and author Randall Mark hosts Joytv
11’s weeknight talk series P3: People, Places, Perspectives
(www.p3tv.ca). This entertaining and insightful half-hour gives view-
ers the chance to meet fascinating personalities from every walk of
life as it explores today’s most compelling issues, from spirituality to
sexuality.

P3: People, Places, Perspectives airs Sunday to Thursday at 10 p.m.
CST on Joytv 11 in Winnipeg.

Beginning on Jan. 17, P3 presents a series of special episodes
taped on location in Israel:
** Sunday, Jan. 17

A visit to the Mount of Olives, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre,
the Western Wall and other important landmarks in the Old City of
Jerusalem with Dr. Noam Shoval, head of the Geography
Department at The Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
** Monday, Jan. 18

At the Israeli Presidential Conference, host Randall Mark meets
former terrorist Dr. Tawfik Hamid, author of Inside Jihad:
Understanding and Confronting Radical Islam.
** Tuesday, Jan. 19

Host Randall Mark visits Masada, King Herod’s Winter Palace,
with tour guide Ami Dotan, and learns the famous story about the
Roman siege of the fortress.

** Monday, Jan. 25
Host Randall Mark goes floating in the Dead Sea, visits with Israel-

based Canadian artist Clara Hirsch, and meets Dr. Ofer
Mandelboim, an Israeli researcher whose work — in collaboration
with colleagues at the University of Winnipeg — may hold a key to
fighting AIDS.
** Tuesday, Jan. 26

Host Randall Mark meets renowned sex therapist Dr. Ruth
Westheimer, and explores the emotionally charged debate sur-
rounding reproduction and birth rates in Israel’s Jewish and Arab
communities.
** Wednesday, Jan. 27

Host Randall Mark takes a tour of the Roman and Byzantine-era
ruins at Israel’s largest archaeological dig, and explores Hezekiah’s
Tunnel, a remnant of ancient Jerusalem dating back to the 8th cen-
tury BC.
** Thursday, Jan. 28

Israeli scholar Hanoch Gutfreund discusses the life and legacy of
Albert Einstein, and researcher Irit Carmi reveals new findings that
could point the way toward a cure for cancer.

************
P3 also airs Monday to Friday at 3:30 p.m. CST and 1 a.m. CST.
For more on P3, please visit www.p3tv.ca
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Community/Israel news

Hebrew Sick Hall sold
(Cont. from page 1.)

Shin Bet: Terror attacks plunged in 2009 
(JTA) - Israel had a dramatic drop in terrorist attacks this year, Israel’s

internal security service said in its annual review. 
For the first time in a decade, there were no suicide attacks and the

number of Israelis killed dropped from 36 in 2008 to 15 in 2009, the
Shin Bet reported this week.   

The security service attributed the drop in attacks in the West Bank
both to Israeli and Palestinian security services; the United States has
led a group of nations training the Palestinians in security techniques
as part of a plan to encourage Israel to temper its presence there.   

The Shin Bet attributed a drop in rocket attacks from the Gaza Strip,
from 2,048 in 2009 to 566 in 2009 to Operation Cast Lead, Israel’s
war against Hamas last winter. 

Iron Dome defense system passes tests
JERUSALEM (JTA) - An Israeli defense system designed to shoot

down rockets and mortars shot at Israel from the Gaza Strip was suc-
cessful in field trials. 

The Iron Dome system intercepted several rockets during tests this
week, the Israel Defense Forces announced Wednesday. Several mis-
siles resembling Kassam and Katyusha rockets were shot simultane-
ously. 

The system, which was designed by the state-owned Rafael
Advanced Defense Systems, is expected to be deployed near the Gaza
border with Israel later this year, according to reports. 

Joytv 11 series “P3” features special episodes taped in Israel

American Yiddish theatre.
Laurie Mainster grew up on Selkirk Avenue near the Queen’s. He

recalls having a walk-on part when he was four years old. “My par-
ents used to host some of the visiting actors,” he says. “A lot of local
talent also blossomed at the theatre.”

With the Depression and the growth of an English-speaking genera-
tion of Jewish Winnipeggers, the theatre fell on hard times. After a fire
in the mid-1930s, the HSBA rebuilt the hall and modernized it as a
community centre for the Jewish community.

Max Hochman recalls that the hall hosted a lot of Jewish weddings
(include that of Abe Love and Gladys Pearlman on August 22, 1948)
on Sundays (and non-Jewish weddings on Saturday evenings).
Hochman’s father-in-law, Abraham Raber) operated the concession
counter in the hall from 1950 until his passing in 1976.

“He sold soups, corned beef sandwiches, chocolates and drinks,”
Hochman says. “There was always a lot of activity. It kept him busy.
Sarah (Hochman’s late wife) and I helped out wherever we could. We
ran the coat check. Young professional groups held their meetings at
the hall. Cards were also a big deal.”

Jack Raber, Max Hochman’s brother-in-law, recalls that stags were
also popular for the grooms. “There would be gambling with some of
the money raked off for the groom,” he says.

Laurie Mainster remembers the High Holiday services which were
led for a number of years by Cantor Jack Silverberg. “The HSBA Hall
was the place to go,” he says.

The hall began to be used for bingo in the 1960s and, after the HSBA
merged with the Ateres Israel (Mizericher) shul to form the Beth Israel
in Garden City, the money raised from the bingos was used to help
fund the Beth Israel’s operating expenses. 

“It was only in the mid-‘80s when the Gambling Commission began
monitoring gaming controls that the bingo really began to make
money,” says Sid Kasner, a long time Beth Israel member who served
as the first president of Congregation Etz Chayim.

Jonathan Buchwald, Etz Chayim’s executive director, notes that over
the last couple of years the revenues from the bingo had fallen steeply.

There was also increasing difficulty finding volunteers to run the
bingo.

“It didn’t make sense to carry the building any longer,” Buchwald
says. “We decided last summer to sell and found a buyer.

“It is the end of an era.”

Israel to build fence on border with Egypt
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israel will build a fence on its border with Egypt

to prevent the infiltration of terrorists and migrant workers.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Sunday ordered the con-

struction of a barrier fence along its southern border at a cost of more
than $270 million.

Thousands of migrants have entered Israel through its Egyptian bor-
der in recent years.

Netanyahu said he decided to close Israel's southern border to infil-
trators and terrorists after prolonged discussions with government
ministries and "professional elements."

"This is a strategic decision to ensure the Jewish and democratic
character of the State of Israel," the prime minister said in a statement
released by his office. "Israel will remain open to war refugees, but we
cannot allow thousands of illegal workers to infiltrate into Israel via
the southern border and flood our country."



By MYRON LOVE

A familiar figure from
home greeted Rory Paul,
Head of School and CEO
of the Gray Academy, and
Lori Binder, the school’s
vice-president, during a
recent visit to Israel. “We
were visiting a school on
Kibbutz Yiron near the
Syrian border, “recounts
Binder. “Among the peo-
ple who greeted us when
we stepped off the bus was
Alma Sifrim, one of our
former students.”

Sifrim, Binder says, had
first visited Israel five years
ago when, as a Grade 10
student, she had been part
of a Partnership 2000 (P2K)
Gray Academy student del-
egation to northern Israel.
“That visit made such a
strong impression on Alma
that she decided to finish
high school in Israel,”
Binder says. “She is start-
ing the army shortly and
was on Kibbutz Yiron visit-
ing a family that welcomes
soldiers who have no fami-
ly in Israel.”

Sifrim’s decision to make
aliyah is one of the fruits of
the 13-year-old P2K pro-
ject which connects
Canadian Jewish schools
in smaller centres (outside of Toronto and Montreal) with Israeli
schools in the northern Galil. Aliyah, however, is not a primary aim of
the partnership. Rather, the Canada - Etzba-Hagalil school connection
program is meant to create meaningful connections between Jewish
schools in Canada and schools in the north of Israel. Its overarching
goal is to deepen the sense of belonging – personal, interpersonal and
community – to the Jewish People.

Over the years, numerous groups of students and teachers from
Danciger High School in Kiryat Shemona have visited Winnipeg and
groups of Gray Academy students and teachers have spent time in
Kiryat Shemona and other communities in the northern Galil.

On this most recent excursions, Paul and Binder – and Brock
Corydon Principal Ira Udow and teacher Paula McPherson – were
among a group of Canadian Jewish educators who were in Israel from
December 8-14 to participate first in three-day seminar of their own
followed by a two-day seminar with their Israeli P2K counterparts.

The first series of seminars, Paul notes, was “a wonderful opportuni-
ty” to develop and strengthen working relationships with Jewish edu-
cators from Vancouver and Ottawa.

As to meeting with the Israeli educators, all four Winnipeg partici-
pants note that after five years it was useful renewing acquaintances
in person. “You need to make face-to-face connections from time to
time,” Udow says. 

Binder adds that in some cases, there are new faces or old faces in
new positions. “Danciger High School, for example, has a new prin-
cipal,” she says. “Although I knew him before he became principal
and he has been principal for four years, this is the first time we had
met since he assumed his new position.

“The seminars and meetings gave us all a chance to rethink our
goals. We left with renewed energy and enthusiasm.”

She adds that one of the outcomes of the meetings was a proposal
to take the partnership between Danciger High and the Gray
Academy to the next level – which would involve students from the
two schools working on the same project simultaneously.

“Danciger students who have visited Winnipeg are also serving as
our ambassadors to the students in Nachshanei Hahula, the elemen-
tary school in Yisud Hamaala in the Hula Valley.
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Winnipeg Jewish educators renew acquaintances with
Canadian, Israeli counterparts at December seminars in Israel

Students from
Gray Aca-
demy’s ele-
m e n t a r y
Pa r t n e r s h i p
2000 school
welcome Rory
Paul (Head of
School and
CEO) and Lori
Binder (Vice
Principal) with
songs in
English.

Brock Corydon School Principal IRA
UDOW with Brock Corydon teacher
PAULA MCPHERSON light Chanukah
candles at Nachshonei Hahula school.

Students at Nachshonei Hahula pre-
sent (from Left) LORI BINDER (Vice
Principal) and RORY PAUL (Head of
School and CEO) with Chanukah pic-
tures.



Inside this issue you will find our latest edi-
tion of “Beautiful Brides”. The process of
putting together what has become one of
Winnipeg’s most popular wedding publica-
tions is an interesting and complex one.

It begins with our terrific salesperson,
Robbie Mazo, contacting a large number of
photographers who have advertised with us in
the past, months before the issue comes out.

Robbie canvasses these photographers for names of brides and
grooms whose weddings were photographed in 2009.

Once Robbie has names, she begins to call brides asking them
whether they’d like their photos to appear in our bridal issue. If they
agree (and hardly any ever turn Robbie down), she asks the brides for
the names of anyone who might have provided  services for their wed-
dings. 

Now, while this formula has served us well over the years, credit for
developing our very successful formula must go to Gail Cantor who,
years ago, came up with the system for creating our wedding issues.
Back when Gail was putting our wedding issues together, we used to
fill the pages of each issue with pictures of Jewish brides and grooms.

As times changed, however, and intermarriages became more com-
monplace, often without a spouse converting, we began to feature
wedding couples where only one of the partners was Jewish. No
doubt this came as a disappointment to some of our readers, but as
our paper has tended to change with the times, what we were doing
simply reflected the changing nature of society at large.

Eventually, and as our wedding issue became increasingly popular
with Winnipeggers of a diverse range of backgrounds, we began to
include a large number of couples, neither of whom were Jewish. 

I suppose that the logical extension of our format would be to cre-
ate a “divorce issue” to follow our wedding issue. Being the cynical
guy that I am, I can’t help but think of all the possibilities that might
ensue from that idea. Imagine all the lawyers who would want to
advertise, not to mention marriage counselors.

Think of the possibilities for businesses such as bakeries: They could
create special divorce cakes, complete with a crack down the middle
of the cake.

Now I know I’m going to get into trouble for even broaching the
idea, but when have I shied away from being deliberately provocative?

(Okay, I’m just kidding - but it makes you think of the possibilities,
doesn’t it?)

* * *
Speaking of making you think, there have been a spate of articles

recently, all asking why other countries can’t emulate the Israeli model
when it comes to enhanced air security.

It seems that practically any columnist who wants to provide an idea
for the various agen-
cies that are responsi-
ble for screening air
passengers writes:
“Why can’t we do it
the way the Israelis do
it?”

For anyone who has
traveled to Israel, and
especially for anyone
returning from Israel,
the security precau-
tions taken are indeed
admirable. Searches
are thorough, passen-
gers are questioned
carefully, not perfunc-
torily, and no one
seems to mind the
delays, including the
ever-changing depar-
ture gates for El Al
flights, along with
changing departure
times.

But, there is one
very important differ-
ence between the way
Israel does it and the
way any other country
does it: The security
personnel used at Ben
Gurion Airport and on
El Al airlines are all

highly trained and
motivated individu-
als, all of whom have
gone through mili-
tary training prior to
moving into whatev-
er positions they
hold.

When an Israeli
security person starts
interrogating you
about where you’ve
been, the purpose of
your flight, and so
on, you can be sure
that he or she has
received extensive
training in ferreting
out truly suspicious
individuals. Contrast
that experience with
the kind of experi-
ence you are likely to
receive at the hands
of someone who is
woefully incapable
of spotting a poten-
tial terrorist, which is
the experience you
are bound to encounter at almost any other airport throughout the rest
of the world, and you will see why the Israeli approach simply can’t
be duplicated.

* * *
At the same time, there has been much made of the fact that Al

Qaeda has supposedly won a huge  psychological victory, even
thought its latest attempt at terrorism with the would-be Nigerian sui-
cide bomber was foiled by quick-thinking passengers. I have heard it
said that, in both Israel and France (another country that has had to
endure terrorist attacks), life quickly returns to normal after a terrorist
incident. Supposedly, if Americans were to get on with their lives after
any attempted terrorist plot, without descending into a frenzy of media
coverage, or so this line of reasoning goes, the terrorists would be less
likely to resort to terrorism. In other words: If you don’t let the bad
guys have the satisfaction of knowing they’re getting to you, they just
might abandon their tactics.

Maybe, but maybe not...It seems clear by now that Israel has been
able to drastically reduce the danger posed by terrorism, not by main-
taining a stiff upper lip, but through a series of countermeasures,
including building the wall that so outrages so many critics of Israel.
Combine that with a top-notch intelligence service that is capable of
acting pre-emptively, and you have the conditions necessary for pro-
viding at least a semblance of security for Israelis.   

Unfortunately, as it is with airline security, it doesn’t seem likely that
there is another country in the world with the intestinal fortitude and
motivation to remain as vigilant as Israel when it comes to preventing
terrorism. Calm breeds complacency and, relatively speaking, the few
number of terrorist incidents that have been launched against North
American targets certainly make us here rather complacent.

(For more on Israeli airline security, see page 24.)
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Corrections:
In our Dec. 13 issue, we made a number of mistakes:
A headline describing a contribution that the Jewish Foundation

made to the Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University omitted a
zero. As the article below the headline indicated, the actual amount
of the donation was $22,000.

A picture that we had of three recent immigrants to Winnipeg gave
the wrong name for one of the women in the picture. The woman’s
name was Sandra Goldstein (from Bolivia), not Anna Ferrent.

An article about Anakhnu, the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgen-
dered Jewish group, incorrectly spelled “Anakhnu”. The article also
stated that the group’s annual Passover seder is held at Shaarey Zedek.
In fact, it’s held at Temple Shalom.

We did, in fact, spell The Jewish Post & News correctly on every
page. At least we did something right! 

I suppose that if this were a Catholic paper, we could have a regu-
lar item called “confessions” instead of “corrections”.

On a related note, the Grant & Wilton coffee house that was sched-
uled for this Saturday, Jan. 17, has been canceled.

By

BERNIE BELLAN

Short Takes
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Op-ed

Criticism of Israel often
veers into 

anti-Semitism
By MYRON LOVE

I have never been one to jump to conclusions concerning
Anti-Semitic comments. I have personally experienced very
little in terms of such incidents. Once I was asked by an indi-
vidual who I presumed was well educated – she was a
teacher – if I had horns. But that and others comments from
a very small number of individuals I have generally ascribed
to ignorance or someone just trying to get a rise out of me.

I did once overhear a shops teacher at a Winnipeg high
school making clearly Anti-Semitic comments (about Jewish
conspiracies, if I recall) and I notified the Bnai Brith League
for Human Rights. Then there were the two tenants in an
apartment block I was living in who were openly enamoured
of Hitler and Nazism. They would walk up and down the hall
giving the Nazi salute and loud noises came from their apart-
ments. I phoned the landlord to complain.

And what other
motivation than
Anti-Semitism can
explain people such
as the notorious
Ernst Zundel to deny
the existence of the
Holocaust despite
overwhelming evi-
dence.

Make no mistake
about it. Anti-
Semitism – which
had fallen out of
style after the
Holocaust – is back with a vengeance. It is especially virulent
in the Arab and Moslem world. Palestinian children begin
learning from a very early age in school and through chil-
dren’s television programs that Jews (and not just Israelis) are
evil and should be subjugated or eliminated.

The Moslem nation of Malaysia (which has no Jewish pres-
ence or population) has been promoting the discredited
forgery, The Protocols of the Elders of Zion, for many years.
And Egyptian television (remember that Israelis at peace with
Egypt) a year or two ago broadcast a multi-part serial whose
plot involved Jews kidnapping Moslem children and killing
them to use their blood for some nefarious purpose.

And the virus of Anti-Semitism has spread to Europe. A
major Swedish newspaper runs a lurid story alleging – admit-
tedly without any basis in fact – that Israeli soldiers are cut-
ting organs out of Palestinians for organ transplants based
only on the say so of Palestinians. To me, that is Anti-
Semitism. 

Now there are those who says that criticism of Israel does
not make one an Anti-Semite. And I fully agree. There are
legitimate Israeli policies – or lack thereof – that are open to
honest criticism. The Government of Israel’s treatment of for-
eign workers leaves much to be desired. But then the issue of
illegal immigrants and the treatment of foreign workers with
temporary work visas is an issue that plagues many countries.
It is fair game to criticize Israel – along with other countries
with similar unfair policies. 

You want to say that Israel doesn’t treat its minorities as well
as it should. Well, Canada’s record in terms of our own treat-
ment of our Aboriginal population also leaves much to be
desired.

However, when flagrant human rights abuses throughout
the world are ignored and only Israel is singled out, then that
is Anti-Semitism.

And when loaded, inaccurate terms such as Apartheid,
Genocide and Nazism are applied to Israel - and no one else
– that is anti-Semitism –even if the accusers believe their
words because they either don’t understand the meaning of
the words or are wilfully ignorant of the facts on the ground.

After all, what is Anti-Semitism but lurid attacks on Jews
based on fantasy and ignorance and intended to delegitimize
or dehumanize those who follow the Jewish faith? Or – in
Israel’s case, a nation based on Western values – values
which are anathema to many in the Arab and Muslim World
- and the tenets of the Jewish Faith.

Anti Zionism does equal
antiSemitism

Ed. note: The following submission was received in response to part of my
editorial in the Dec. 13 issue, in which I asked “whether criticism of Israel is
inherently anti-Semitic”?

By STAN THOW

Although there are some exceptions, Anti Zionism does equal antiSemitism
Israel is accused of being an apartheid country because it built a wall to pro-

tect innocent civilians, including children, from suicide bombers.
And the media accept this as fact.
Israel has over 1,200,000 Moslem Arabs that are citizens of Israel, with the

right to vote and although it is not perfect, legal rights.
Very few of them want to become part of a Palestinian state in a land trade.

In fact they get very upset at the thought.
That is not the definition of an apartheid state.
Why do the UN and many other governments and national institutions

accuse Israel of killing innocent women and children that Hamas deliberately
and inhumanely uses as human shields?

Why is everyone so concerned with the right of return for the Palestinians
who left Israel voluntarily and are offered compensation, but ignore the fact
that at least the same number of Jews were expelled from Arab countries and
had all their possessions, property, and businesses confiscated?

Why do so many university faculties and labour unions condemn Israel, rec-
ommend boycotts and organize, support or allow rallies that attack Israel in the
name of free speech?

I believe in free speech, but not so selectively.
You would be surprised at the

amount of antiSemitism among the
faculty at the University of Manitoba.

A poll showed that over 63% of
Quebecers’ and about 37% of the rest
of Canada are either violently or
somewhat antiSemitic.

Why did Chretien equate supporting
every UN General Assembly outra-
geous resolution condemning Israel as even-handedness, without any
Canadian backlash, when the Arabs want to destroy the State of Israel and all
that the Israelis want is to live in peace?

I think that, except for Harper’s steadfast support of Israel, he would have a
majority government today.

Europe already has them and South Africa is establishing a new “WORLD
COURT” for the sole purpose of charging Israelis with crimes against humani-
ty.

The fact is that the humungous attention on the Middle East is driven by
antiSemitism

And the media generally report every criticism as fact.
Christianity’s roots are from Judaism.
Christianity has little in common with the Muslim faith and actually finds

most of it abhorrent.
The only reason to so voraciously support the Palestinians is antiSemitism.
That is why the world is so obsessed with Israel, but far less concerned about

far worse conflict sand conditions in Africa and Asia, with resulting death,
famine and disease.

Instead, they are obsessed with a perceived Palestinian oppression 
They don’t seem to notice the difference in the standard of living in the West

Bank and Gaza.
Why did the World ignore eight years of rocket attacks by Hamas on Israeli

civilians (including Children)?
No other country in the world would accept that without retaliation.

France was just chosen as the best country in the world to live. No one asks,
by whom, and what is their agenda?

This is a country with minimum air conditioning, 50,000 elderly people were
left to die a few years ago from the August heat, and where they have reduced
the average number of cars burned by vandals, mostly Moslems, to ten a day. 

Where almost every day there are physical assaults on Jews, and their stores,
synagogues, cemeteries and schools are regularly defaced

I guess that is what qualifies France as the best country in the world to live.
There are enough antiSemites out there that we Jews shouldn’t have to make

excuses or become apologists for the few who are not antiSemitic.
You can always tell which critics of Israel are  antiSemitic, if you want,

because their criticism is continuously always one-sided and ignores the facts.
Even Jimmy Carter, the president who lost the West Iran, and is arguably the

most incompetent U.S. President of the 20th century, continuously gets away
with antiSemitism.

…the virus of Anti-Semitism
has spread to Europe. A

major Swedish newspaper
runs a lurid story alleging –
admittedly without any basis
in fact – that Israeli soldiers

are cutting organs out of
Palestinians for organ

transplants based only on
the say so of Palestinians.

A poll showed that over
63% of Quebecers’ and
about 37% of the rest of

Canada are either violently
or somewhat Anti Semitic.



Sam Knacker first
took up the harmoni-
ca while still a young-
ster in his native
Romania. A postwar
visit to see him in
Winnipeg by a sister
in Sweden inspired
him to renew his
affair with the musi-

cal instrument and now, in retirement,
Knacker is happy to play his medley of
romantic songs and easy listening melodies
for Winnipeg audiences. His next scheduled
performance will be at McNally Robinson at
Grant Park on January 23.

Knacker’s first introduction to musical per-
formance was through singing in shul in
Sighet where he - and Elie Wiesel – were
born. He remembers – while still a boy -
singing in the courtyard of his house. The
cantor from the nearby shul heard him
singing and asked his father for permission
for the youngster to sing in the choir.

But back in Sighet, the young Knacker was-
n’t content to be a singer. He wanted to be a
musician. He earned enough money helping
ladies in the market with their groceries to
buy a harmonica. He remembers learning to
play the instrument in his baba’s stable. At 17,
he became part of a trio.

As with many people, Knacker’s musical
efforts were interrupted by the War. In 1944,
he was drafted into a Hungarian work
brigade for Jews. He was subsequently cap-

tured by the Russians and spent four years as
a POW in southern Russia.

After his release in 1948, he went back
home to see who had survived. He married
and went to work as a tailor and ladies’ fash-
ion designer in Romania. In 1958, he took his
family to Israel. Three years later, a sister and
brother-in-law in Winnipeg, Moshe and Bella
Sheiman, brought Knacker and his family to
Winnipeg. In Winnipeg, he worked for Jacob
Crowley and later at Eaton’s as a fitter.

After a few years in Winnipeg, Knacker
resumed singing in Jewish choirs at the Rosh
Pina (beginning in 1963 under the direction
of the late Sarah Udow), with the Stay Young
Choir, the late Aviva Katz’s choirs, the United
Jewish People’s Order Yiddish choir and, most
recently, the Temple Shalom Choir under the
direction of Len Udow, Sarah Udow’s son.

When his sister in Sweden came to visit in
1965, she asked him if he still played the har-
monica. He had to admit that he didn’t. Three
weeks after she returned to Sweden, he
received a package in the mail from her. The
package contained a harmonica. He has
been playing ever since.

“I have played in seniors’ homes,” he says.
“I have played with a harmonica choir started
by Creative Retirement Manitoba. I played for
Aviva Katz. I play in a seniors’ philharmonic
band.”

His first gig at McNally Robinson came
about a couple of years ago when a poet
friend of Nurit’s (his wife), who was launch-
ing a new book at the book store was looking
for some musical accompaniment. Nurit sug-
gested Sam. He subsequently played the har-
monica at Nurit’s book launch and a couple
more book launches by the poet. He has now
become a semi-regular performer at McNally.

“I have become well known for my har-
monica,” he says. “Even when we’re on vaca-
tion in Hawaii, people recognize me. I am
fortunate at this stage in my life to be where I
am musically. I get a lot of pleasure form my
music and am happy to be able to share my
music with others.”

* * *
Still musically-speaking, Ariel Posen has to

be one of the busiest younger musicians in
Winnipeg. The 23-year-old son of Kinzey and
Shayla is a member of four separate bands –
“Groovy Moustache” (rock and Rhythm and
blues), “The New Lightweights” (pop. Roots,
country and R&B), “The Retro Rhythm

Review” (which plays funk classics from the
‘60s and ‘70s) and “The Welcome Mats”
(funk R&B). And up until September, he was
one half of “Le Duo”. (Sophie Berkal Sarbit,
his partner, moved to Toronto in the fall.) He
does the bookings for the first two bands. And
he is much in demand as a free lance musi-
cian for performances and recordings.

Posen began learning the guitar when he
was ten years old. He started working as a
musician at 16 playing at Jewish community
events and weddings. He also performed
with the Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble.

“I tried university,” he says, “but, after one
year. I realized that what I wanted to do was
be a professional musician.”

While Posen also plays the mandolin and
other stringed instruments, the piano and
drums, it is for his guitar ability that he is most
in demand.

He credits his musical parents as well as his
grandmother, Rochelle Fink for encouraging
his musical ambition
and showing him the
way. 

“I am very grateful
to be getting as
much work as I
have,” he says. “I am
looking forward to
continuing to
progress and grow as
a musician.”

Sam Knacker is Winnipeg’s Jewish harmonica king
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Myron Love

• 1 Day Repairs
• Name Pendants
• Chai's & Mezzuzot
• Diamonds & Gold
• Movado • Tag • Bulova
• Watch Repairs

CALL OR VISIT

CUSTOM JEWELLERY
DESIGNS

194 Osborne St. 949-0715

BROCK CORYDON SCHOOL
Registration Open House
22001100--22001111 SScchhooooll YYeeaarr

English & Hebrew Bilingual Program

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 2010
BROCK CORYDON SCHOOL 

1510 CORYDON AVE
7:00-8:30 p.m.

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn ccaallll 448888--44442222
or

VViissiitt oouurr wweebbssiittee aatt http://www.wsd1.org/brockcorydon

ARIEL POSEN. Photo by Joey Senft.

OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE

SAM KNACKER with harmonica.



My husband has
many attributes but,
until lately, “fashion-
isto” (did I just make
up a word?) was
never one of them.
He was not a guy
who enjoyed shop-
ping for a wardrobe
or following trends,

and for most of our married life, had largely
avoided men’s clothing stores.

Perhaps his antipathy was due to the fact
that his parents were in the shmatta business,
and they expected him to “help out” in the
store. However (and unfortunately for my in-
laws), Lorne’s true talent lay in helping cus-
tomers out of the store! In fact, in over a two
year period (that seemed to him an eternity)
he had the dubious distinction of never mak-
ing a sale, not even a tie which, in those days,
cost $1.50!

On one memorable occasion, his folks
made the colossal mistake of putting their 16-
year-old son in charge of their business over
Christmas so that they could go on holiday.
His first customer, an elderly gentlemen,
came in with his made-to-measure suit in
tow.

“I want to return this. I’m a minister and my
congregation doesn’t like the suit,” he said.
“Well, your congregation doesn’t have to
wear the suit!”, my husband retorted, show-
ing him the front door. Not surprisingly, upon
his folks return, they agreed with his sugges-
tion that he not work on the premises during
business hours.

As it turned out, he never had to go back
into the store, for whenever he needed new
clothes, they would magically “appear” in
his closet, compliments of his mother.

A few years later, when I met my future hus-
band at the University of Western Ontario, he
would show up for lunch each day at the
cafeteria, resplendent in a sport coat, shirt
and tie. I thought he was a natty dresser.
What I didn’t know was that the Medical
School he attended had a strict dress code –
no jacket, shirt and tie, and you were sent to
the dean’s office for a “dressing down”.

But then we married, and I inherited the job
of “Fashion Advisor” from his mom. I would
scan his closet, assess his needs, and go to
the mall. “Great job dear,” he would say,
donning his new duds. Then he would go to
work and put on a white coat that covered
the whole thing.

And so it went, that is, until he decided on
his own a few years ago, to “look around” in
an upscale menswear store. He ended up
buying a beautiful sportsjacket, which the
salesman “tailored” to fit him. What a disas-

ter! The coat was a size too big, and one
shoulder pad was so out of whack that he
could have played Quasimodo in “The
Hunchback of Notre Dame”!

However, despite these deficits my husband
wore the jacket a couple of times, then hung
it at the back of his closet. When he finally
decided to give it away, I suggested that he
take it to a good tailor instead.

How was I to know that this suggestion
would cataclysmically change his life?

What a job that tailor did! Now my hus-
band looked like an Italian movie star in his
refurbished fashion. When he wore it to work
the next day (sans white coat), the reaction to

his outfit was amazing. “You look fabulous!”,
“Doctor, thank you for dressing up for me.”,
and “Wow!!”, were just some of the many
positive comments.

He returned home that night, positively
glowing. “Dear”, he said, “I’ve always want-
ed to have a suit made just for me.” So it was
back to the tailor, who designed one for him.
It was magnificent! My husband looked ten
years younger and ten pounds thinner, but
something was wrong.

“Look how shabby my belt looks with this
new suit.” So he went shopping for a belt.

“You know, my shoes don’t look right with
this outfit…”

And so it went. Slowly, “Mr. Fashionisto”
created a whole new elegant wardrobe. Now
before going to work, or out for an evening
on the town, he takes the time to coordinate
his outfits. The patients continue to love his
new look. “Very professional”, they say. I
even think he walks “taller” these days (per-
haps as a result of his new four button vest).

And something interesting has happened in
his workplace. Taking a cue from him, some
of his younger colleagues have adopted a
new dress code, trading their sandals and
casualwear for jackets and ties.

I guess clothes really do make the man!
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Jill Brandes

OpenHouse’10
You’re invited to share our community, our family, our way of life.

Gray Academy Multipurpose Room 
123 Doncaster Street, Winnipeg 
204-477-7410 grayacademy.ca

( JK, K, Grade 1@ 7pm)
(High School Information for New Students Only @ 7pm)

Our Community. Our Family. Our Way of Life.Now accepting applications for JK through Grade 12

VViissiitt oouurr nneeww wweebbssiittee
cchheesseeddsshheelleemmeess..oorrgg

for information on
Jewish funeral practices
and current funeral
services in our
community.

AAdddd yyoouurr nnaammee to our e-
mail list to receive
notifications of funerals
and community news.

SSeeaarrcchh oouurr ddaattaa bbaassee
which will be available
online in the new year.

MMaakkee aa ddoonnaattiioonn or send
a card in honor of a
loved one

CCoonnttaacctt uuss
204.582.5088
chesed@mts.net

Did you know….

Chesed Shel Emes is the only exclusively Jewish funeral home in
Winnipeg.

We are a non profit organization which operates a volunteer
Chevra Kadisha…individuals who are trained to perform the
ancient Jewish ritual of preparing the deceased for burial.

The term “chesed shel emet” is translated from Hebrew as ‘true
loving kindness”, an act of compassion which cannot be repaid by
the recipient.

Our staff is on call 24 /7 to provide assistance to families in need.

JJooiinn uuss aatt oouurr OOppeenn HHoouussee oonn SSuunnddaayy,, JJaannuuaarryy 3311sstt aatt 33::0000 ppmm
CCaallll oorr ee--mmaaiill uuss ttoo rreeggiisstteerr

It’s never too late to become a “fashionisto”
ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES
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Synagogue news

Temple Shalom  
Is please to announce 

A new and segregated Jewish Cemetery 
Alternative as well as Traditional Jewish burial at

Bet Chaim…Mikdash Shalom
On the property of

Chapel Lawn Funeral Home
Proud to Serve in Your Community

4000 Portage Avenue
www.chapellawn.mb.ca

For information call  
453-1625 Temple Shalom

982-8108 Terri Hlady  Chapel Lawn

Chapel Lawn Cemetery & Funeral Home

Proud to Serve in Your Community
4000 Portage Avenue www.chapellawn.mb.ca

Is pleased to announce in conjunction with Temple Shalom
A new and segregated Jewish Cemetery within our property

Traditional as well as Alternative Jewish burial at

Bet Chaim…Mikdash Shalom
For information call

453-1625 Temple Shalom

982-8108 Terri Hlady Chapel Lawn

Activities at Temple Shalom:
The Religious School:

The past month was spent examining the role of the channukiah during
Chanukah. The k/gr.2 class made a channukiah that they can light themselves
during Chanukah. The upper class built a giant channukiah that examines dif-
ferent themes of Chanukah.

The last class was a Chanukah party. We had three stations. One looked at
different Jewish communities throughout the world and the foods they eat. The
second station honoured Cantor Len’s variations on the song “I had a little drei-
dl.” The students made their own dreidls out of play dough, cotton balls, Q-tips
and so forth. The third station showed off the students’ musicality. Each group
took one of the blessings that we say on Chanukah and gave it a new tune. We
finished the day with a delicious snack of latkes, home made apple sauce,
greasy doughnuts, and Chanukah cookies which the students decorated. Finally
a couple of rounds of Chanukah BINGO were played and loot bags were given
to each student. Looking forward to 2010 and ... it’s not too late to join us at
the school! 

-Maxa Sawyer, School Director 
Services at Temple Shalom:

Fri. Jan. 15 at 7:30 PM: Shabbat Service lay led by Ruth Livingston
Fri. Jan. 22 at 8:00 PM: Shabbat Service lay led by Alecs Chochinov with

Cantor Len Udow and the Friday Night Live Band. A spiritually uplifting, musi-
cal service! Cantor Len Udow: vocals/guitar; Janet Pellettier-Goetze:
vocals/keyboard/clarinet; David Pelletier: drums; Jon Gosselin: bass.

Sat. Jan. 23 at 10:00 AM: Torah Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria
Sat. Jan. 23 at 6:15 PM: Darfur Pot-luck – You must call the temple if you are

attending so we can let you know the details and the ingredients list for eating
in the Sudan. (very much like our own culture!) (open to all)

Sat. Jan. 23 at 7:30 PM: Havdallah & Adult Ed. with Rabbi Karen Soria. Topic:
Eco-Judaism, the new Kashrut.

Fri. Jan. 29 at 7:30 PM: Shabbat Shirah Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria
Sat. Jan. 30 at 9:00 AM: ‘Children’s’ Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen

Soria. Please bring your children and grandchildren to this child friendly and
participatory service! Ages 10 and under!

Sat. Jan. 30 at 7:30 PM: Tu’B’Shevat Seder led by Rabbi Karen Soria. Please
call the temple if you are attending (open to all)

Feb. 5 at 7:30 PM: Shabbat Service – lay led with Cantor Len Udow
Feb. 12 at 7:30 PM: Shabbat Service – lay led by Fern Swedlove and Sid

Chapnick
Feb. 19 at 7:30 PM: Shabbat Service – lay led with Cantor Len Udow

More Activities of Temple Shalom:
Thurs. January 14th, 7:30 PM Level 2 Read Hebrew Crash Course at Herzlia

Synagogue, 620 Brock St. Call 489-6262 to register. As previously mentioned,
this is a joint effort between us, Herzlia and Shaarey Zedek. Cost: none 

Sun. Jan. 17 at 7:00 PM: Rosh Chodesh for Women: Held off-site. Please
email Sherry Elazar for the location at: pelazar@shaw.ca

Things to look forward to at Temple Shalom:
Fri. Feb. 26 – Shabbat Service and Purim Shpiel!
Sat. Mar. 13 – Murder Mystery Dinner Theatre!

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, January 15. Candles: 4:38. Mincha: 4:35. Shacharit: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 5:41.

Sunday morning services: 9:00. Weekday morning services: 8:00. Evening services for the
week of January 17-21: 4:45. January 16 Rosh Chodesh Shevat.

Friday, January 22. Candles: 4:49. Mincha: 4:45. Shacharit: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 5:51.
Evening services for the week of January 24-28: 4:55.

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional
Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, January 15 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 4:50 p.m., candle lighting

4:38 p.m.
Saturday, January 16 - Vaera - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 5:41 p.m. Rosh Chodesh.
Sunday, January 17 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, January 18-Thursday, January 21 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00

p.m.
Friday, January 22 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 5:00 p.m., candle lighting

4:49 p.m. Shabbat dinner 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, January 23 - Bo - morning service Gray Academy Shabbat 9:00 a.m. Afternoon

service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 5:51 p.m.
Sunday, January 24 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, January 25-Thursday, January 28 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00

p.m.
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK

561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office. 
Friday, January 15. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 p.m.; Kabbalat Shabbat Alive! with Keyboard 8:00 p.m.; Candle
Lighting 4:37 p.m.

Shabbat, January 16 - Parashat Va’era / Rosh Chodesh Shevat. Morning Service
9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 5:39 p.m.

Friday, January 22. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service
5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 4:48 p.m.

Shabbat, January 23 - Parashat Bo. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Family Service 10:30 a.m.;
Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 5:49 p.m.

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Holidays 9:00 a.m.
Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:15 p.m.
HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE

Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297
Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom
Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, January 15 at 4:38 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 4:40

p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Vaeira. Shabbat Rosh Chodesh

Shevat. Mincha Service at 4:40 p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:41 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 4:45 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, January 22 at 4:49 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 4:50

p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the week - Bo. Mincha Service at 4:50 p.m.

Shabbat ends at 5:51 p.m. Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 5:00 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be hold-

ing: on Fri. Jan. 22: 8:00 p.m. Shabbat Service lay led by Alecs Chochinov with Cantor Len
Udow and the Friday Night Live Band. Sat. Jan. 23: 10:00 a.m. Torah Shabbat Service led by
Rabbi Karen Soria with Cantor Len Udow. Sat. Jan. 23: 7:30 p.m. Havdallah & Adult Ed. with
Rabbi Karen Soria. Topic: Eco-Judaism, the new Cashrut.

SYNAGOGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

More eastern Jerusalem building approved
JERUSALEM (JTA) – A planning and building committee

approved new plans to build a Jewish neighborhood in eastern
Jerusalem. The Jerusalem municipal committee approved three
five-story buildings on Wednesday as part of a plan to build in the
Shuafat neighborhood. American businessman Irving Moskowitz
will fund the buildings. 

On Monday, the committee approved the construction of four
apartment buildings on the Mount of Olives in eastern Jerusalem.
The buildings, which will house 24 Jewish families, will be locat-
ed next to the long-established Beit Orot yeshiva. Moskowitz ini-
tiated the project, according to reports. 

The approval comes as the Palestinians continue to refuse a
return to peace negotiations until Israel halts all settlement con-
struction, including in Jerusalem. The Palestinians say that eastern
Jerusalem will be the capital of a future Palestinian state. 

The 10-month freeze on new West Bank settlement construction
announced by the Netanyahu administration in November does
not include Jerusalem. 

Sharon in coma for 4 years 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Ariel Sharon’s family and friends marked the

fourth anniversary of the former prime minister’s massive stroke. 
Sharon, now 81, has never regained consciousness from the

Jan. 4, 2006 stroke. He remains in a coma, though he is breathing
on his own. He lives in a long-term care facility in Ra’anana.
Family and friends visit frequently, according to reports. 

Sharon, who was elected prime minister as head of the Likud
Party in 2001, suffered the stroke several months after overseeing
Israel’s withdrawal from Gaza. He formed the new centrist
Kadima Party to run in the country’s 2006 elections. Medical
experts say it is unlikely that Sharon will come out of the coma. 



By EVA COHEN

Since it began in 1978 with only six peo-
ple, Shalom Residences has now grown to six
locations, housing 28 people, and is looking
to expand to a seventh location.

Currently all of the residences are based
out of the North End in West Kildonan and
Garden City, but within the next couple of
years, Shalom is looking to start a new home
in the south. 

The current age range of the residences is
32 to 68, and the demographic is getting
older. Most people move in and that
becomes their home for the rest of their life,
said Nancy Hughes, executive director of
Shalom Residences. With the residences now
in the 19th year of operation, the majority of
people living there have been there for sever-
al years.

The residences have not expanded much in
recent years, but with the plan toward
expanding into the south, Shalom is begin-
ning to research what sort of needs the com-
munity has within younger demographics.

“Since we haven’t expanded much over the
last while, we haven’t really researched the
needs for younger individuals,” said Hughes.
“But we are now at a point where we are
interested to know who is out there looking
for service, including young adults or teens.”

The planned home would house three peo-
ple, but before anything can begin on finding
a property, Shalom needs to find who the

individuals living there would be.
“First we need to identify the people we

would want to serve, and then we would cre-
ate the home around those people,” said
Hughes.

One of the well-known activities put on by
Shalom Residences has been the annual tea, but
they have now spiced it up a little bit and the
annual event has become a cabaret. The most
recent one occurred this past September and
Hughes said it had a very favourable turn-out.

There are 110 agencies in the province of
Manitoba that provide homes or day services,
but Shalom Residences are the only ones
who offer a Jewish environment. Five out of
the six homes are kosher, and the one that
doesn’t keep kosher is because the individu-
als living there are not Jewish.

In order to operate, Shalom Residences
needs to be an option for anyone to partici-
pate in who has the need, but Hughes said
the government has respected that they will
give priority to someone Jewish.

Shalom Residences has 26 people on their
board, and Hughes said for a small board,
they have been very successful.

“People think this is an important part of the
community, and our board has done a lot of
work and gets great results,” said Hughes.

She said she hopes the residences in the
near future can attract some new, younger
board members and volunteers, and that they
can reach families so that people will be
aware Shalom is expanding.
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162 Cumberland Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3N5

1.800.494.0389

www.romspen.com

For a healthy retirement income count on Romspen.

Although an RRSP or RRIF is for building a retirement income, many
portfolios hold risky volatile investments and/or low yielding GIC’s.
Perhaps you should consider a consistent performer like the
$500,000,000 Romspen Mortgage Investment Fund which, every 
year since inception, has distributed compounded interest to its
RRSP/RRIF investors of between 8.7% and 10.5%. Note that future
returns are not guaranteed.

Investments with interest income grow substantially larger in a 
tax-sheltered RRSP or RRIF. See the $100,000 chart example. 

Learn more about Romspen and why it’s been such a consistent
income producer. Call for an information package today!
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Annual Investment Growth of 8.7%
with Interest Compounded Monthly
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KOSHER MEAT FOR PASSOVER
Place orders before Feb. 25 

for pick-up after Mar. 18

CHICKENS, TURKEYS,
BRISKETS

247 Selkirk Ave. 582-2364

Shalom Residences looking to add seventh location

Two Shalom residents at the cabaret held this
past September.

Israel bombs terror tunnels 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israel’s Air Force bombed two tunnels

designed to allow Palestinian terrorists to infiltrate Israel. 
The tunnels destroyed Jan. 8 were near the Gaza-Israel border and

were aimed at executing a terror attack against Israeli civilians and
soldiers, according to the Israeli army. 

The operation was in retaliation for the launching from Gaza of
two rockets that hit the Israeli town of Netivot late the previous day. 

No one in Netivot was hurt by the Grad-type rockets, which have
a range of about 13 miles. The Color Red early warning alarm
reportedly did not go off. 

The Aksa Martyrs Brigades claimed responsibility for the attack,
saying it was in revenge for last week’s killing of three of its mem-
bers by the Israel Defense Forces in Nablus. The terrorists were mur-
dered while refusing arrest in the fatal shooting of Avshalom Meir
Chai, a 45-year-old father of seven. 

The Palestinians’ attack followed a mortar attack on Dec. 30 - the
first attack from Gaza into Israel in two weeks. 

“The IDF will not tolerate the firing of rockets by terrorist organi-
zations at Israel,” the IDF said in a statement, “and will continue to
respond against any attempt to disrupt the calm in Israel’s southern
communities.” 



The I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust and the Rady Jewish Community Centre
are thrilled to present the Third Annual
Mameloshen: Festival of Yiddish
Entertainment & Culture in May 2010. The
first two Mameloshen Festivals in 2008 and

2009 attracted large
crowds and gave
audiences the
opportunity to enjoy
outstanding Yiddish
and Jewish cultural
performances.

Produced by
Laurie Mainster and
Tamar Barr, The
M a m e l o s h e n
Festival will present
one program each
week from May 11 to May 25 paying homage
to the beauty and history of Yiddish with new
and exciting performances. Audiences will
have the opportunity to celebrate the richness

of Jewish culture
while enjoying high-
calibre events featur-
ing both local and
out-of-town per-
formers.

The Festival opens
on May 11 with A
Tribute to the Barry
Sisters. Directed by
Kinzey Posen, this
special show fea-
tures Winnipeg’s
own Shayla Fink and
Debbie Maslowsky
who will pay
homage to the Barry
Sisters by performing
songs that made this
duo internationally
acclaimed.

A Festival favourite
last year, A Bisele
Haimshe Yiddish
returns to the play-
bill. This special
evening will show-
case some of the best
local contributions
to Yiddish entertain-
ment in Winnipeg
featuring the Aliza
and the KGB
(Klezmer Gypsy
Band) with musi-
cians Aliza Amihude,
Tim Butler, Ariel
Posen, Eli Herscovith
and Daniel Koulack;
Gray Academy stu-
dents under the
direction of Miriam
Bronstein and back
by popular demand
Richard Yaffe & Jane
Enkin and Friends.

The Festival closes
on Tuesday, May 25
with internationally
acclaimed performer
Mitch Smolkin.
Hailing from Toronto
Mitch Smolkin has
toured the world per-
forming as an actor
and singer and will
present Yiddish
Broadway: The
Golden Age of
Yiddish American
Music. 

We invite everyone to join us for
this exciting and special series
dedicated to Yiddish and Jewish
culture which is sure to have a
lasting legacy in our community.
All performances will take place
at the Muriel Richardson
Auditorium, Winnipeg Art Gallery.

If you would like more informa-
tion on the Mameloshen Festival
or would like to place an adver-
tisement or message in the
Program Book, please contact

Tamar Barr at the Rady Jewish Community
Centre.

Third Annual Mameloshen Festival celebrates
the richness of Jewish and Yiddish culture
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The Asper Helping Hand Initiative

The Asper Helping Hand Initiative, an
interest-free loan program, is now in its
sixth year of assisting members of the
Jewish community of Manitoba who are
experiencing a temporary financial hard-
ship. Funding for this program is support-
ed generously by The Asper Foundation. A
borrower must be a Jewish resident of
Manitoba and be able to demonstrate
both a need for the loan as well as the
ability to repay it. Applicants must be able
to provide qualified guarantors who are
willing to cosign for the loan. These inter-
est free loans have assisted students,
seniors, single parents, longtime residents
and newcomers to Canada.

A recipient from the loan program had
these words of appreciation for the loan
she received:

“I just wanted to express my apprecia-
tion for the loan that I received. It allowed
me to purchase my first home which was
quite a milestone for me. Being a single
parent, with financial limitations, the loan
helped me to realize my dream of being a
homeowner. As a result my future, and
that of my children, is more stable and
secure.”

If you wish to find out about applying
for a loan please see the contact informa-
tion in the accompanying ad below or
view the JCFS website for more details.
www.jcfswinnipeg.org

JANE ENKIN

MITCH SMOLKIN

DEBBIE MASLOWSKY

SHAYLA FINK

RICHARD YAFFE

Aliza and the Klezmer Gypsy Band
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wife, Maureen, went to New York
for their winter vacation, where he
connected with an old schoolmate
of his.

“This schoolmate suggested that
we go with him to a concert on
New Year’s Eve, at a church,” said
Cohen. “I kibitzed with him about
how we two nice Jewish boys from
Winnipeg’s North End are cele-
brating New Year’s in a church, but
he insisted...and, I’m glad he did.” 

The threesome agreed to go to
Manhattan’s Upper West Side
church, St. John the Divine, for the
annual New Year’s Eve Concert for
Peace.

Cohen found the experience to
be “truly extraordinary and very
uplifting. When we walked out at
the end of the evening, I turned to
Maureen and said ‘Why don’t we
have this type of an event in
Winnipeg?’” 

As it turns out, thanks to Cohen
and many supporting organiza-
tions and individuals, Winnipeg in
2010 celebrated its 5th annual, free
New Year’s Eve Concert for Hope
and Peace (held on Dec. 31 at
Westminster United Church, from
6-7:45 p.m.).

“Attending the New York concert
made me reflect on how fortune I
am to live in a wonderful country like Canada,”
said Cohen. “Winnipeg’s concert gives people
the opportunity to enjoy wonderful music, cel-
ebrate life in Canada, and the immigrant expe-
rience. Wishes of hope and peace are common,
universal threads for everyone.”

When Cohen wanted to bring the concert
idea to Winnipeg, he was then serving as the
Executive Director of the Jewish Foundation
of Manitoba. The Manitoba Foundations
Council was the umbrella organization for all
the major funders in the city, who meet once
or twice yearly to discuss funding and ways to
work together. 

Cohen raised the concert idea with the
council, and he said “They loved it. Its main
selling feature was that it would be free and
the location would be inner city-focused.” 

This year, as in previous years, the concert
was sold out (with about 800-900 attendees). 

Some of the community partners who
helped make concert attendance free are the
Winnipeg Foundation, Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba, Asper Foundation, Assiniboine
Credit Union, Investors Group, and United
Way of Winnipeg. And Beaver Bus Lines pro-
vided buses and drivers to bring up to 150
newcomer residents through Welcome Place
(Manitoba Interfaith Immigration Council) res-
idents to and from the concert.

“This concert has captured the imagination
of the public, and of the private and public
foundations that support it,” said Harvey
Secter of the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
and University of Manitoba Chancellor. “It
provides a forum for individuals and brings
together the whole Winnipeg community. I’ve

yet to meet anyone
who’s attended who
hasn’t enjoyed them-
selves thoroughly.” 

Having been the
concert Founding
Chair since the
event’s inception five
years ago, this year,
Cohen handed the
2010 event chair
reigns over to a fellow
founding committee
member, Valerie
McPherson.

“Concert organizers
are like-minded indi-
viduals from diverse
social and cultural
backgrounds who
believe the shared
experience of listen-
ing to beautiful,
evocative music gives

people from all walks of life the chance to cele-
brate the past and look forward to the future,”
said McPherson.

“At every concert, as people walk through the
door, there’s a feeling of good. It’s New Year’s
Eve, they’re warm, safe, and are about to enjoy
a wonderful concert with family, friends, and
strangers.” 

Between each of the musical performances,
selected Winnipeg schoolchildren come onto
the stage and talk about their lives in Canada.
“Some have come from war-torn countries
where they’ve witnessed violence, and even
death of family and friends,” said McPherson.
“Others have experienced the challenges of liv-
ing in poverty in Winnipeg’s inner city. They all
provide an inspiring message of hope and opti-
mism.

Geleta Gurmu, a Grade 5 student who arrived
in Canada from Ethiopia in 2008, said “We left
Africa because of the fighting. People burned
down our home and we had to sleep outside.
Here, we feel safe. Coming to Canada saved my
life.”

McPherson added, “I sincerely hope everyone
who attends the concert is touched by the expe-
rience and reminded of how many parts of the
world don’t enjoy the peace and hope we expe-
rience in Canada.” 

Fred Penner, a family entertainer and human-
itarian, was this year’s concert emcee.

Other headlining performers included 15-
year-old eclectic singer, Andrea Macasaet, the
Celtic-root Franco-Manitoban band, Bandaline,
dancers of the Rusalka Ukrainian Dance
Ensemble, and Jazz on Wheels (founded and
led by Director of the University of Manitoba’s
Jazz Studies, Steve Kirby).

For more information on the concert, visit
hopeandpeaceconcert.ca.
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Rebeca Kuropatwa

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

David Cohen brings “Hope and Peace” concept
from New York to Winnipeg

VALERIE MCPHERSON,
Organizing Committee Chair.
Photo by Rebeca Kuropatwa.

FRED PENNER, Event Emcee.
Photo by Rebeca Kuropatwa.

Bandaline, a Franco-Manitoban group. Photo by Rebeca Kuropatwa.



By REBECA KUROPATWA

Some parents and kids may
have been scratching their
heads trying to figure out
how they will fill in their
school break time, wanting to
keep things fresh and inter-
esting.

There are at least two indi-
vidually unique choices out
there for kids to have fun and
learn new things.

One option is the Rady
JCC’s Winter Day Camp,
where Ilanit Shapiro, Director
of Marketing, Rady JCC, said
“All kids are welcomed, but
as it’s a Jewish camp there are
some Jewish-themed programs.”

Kids from all walks of life choose the win-
ter camp option – some are Rady members,
others go to Gray Academy of Jewish
Education, and others still have no previous
affiliation with the school or centre.

“Winter camp is a good break from the
school routine, and an alternative choice for
childcare,” said Shapiro. “It’s a way for kids
to have fun and learn new skills. We also
have the Grow Program for kids with special
needs.”

There are half-day camps available for kids
aged 3-5 ($16 for Rady JCC members and
$21 for non-members), and full-day camps
for kids aged 6-12 ($30 for Rady JCC mem-
bers and $40 for non-members). 

The camps ran from Dec. 21 to Dec. 31,
and this year, they were sold out. 

The selection of camps is vast – from floor
hockey, to hip hop, basketball, aquatics, fun
in the pool, scrap booking and arts and crafts,
soccer, maccabia and wall climbing, magic,
and science. Whichever camp the kids
choose, they all get some time each day for
free swim in the pool. 

The Rady also runs a School’s Out, Passover,
Spring Break, and Summer camp. For more
information on the camps, visit
www.RadyJCC.com.

Rabbi Boruch Heidingsfeld runs
Chabad Winnipeg’s Gan Israel Winter Camp,
where he said the majority of the campers
(about 80 percent) come from the south end,
and about 20 percent from the north end.

The winter camp took place at the north
end Lubavitch Centre (from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.),
with bus transportation provided, and ran
from Dec. 21 to Jan. 1.

“Gan Israel is for any and all Jews, from any
background,” said Heidingsfeld. “For some
campers, this is their only formal Jewish
exposure for the year.

“Our aim is to give the campers a Judaism

as Joy experience, so that the children choose
to continue to pursue a positive Jewish life
into their adult years. It’s an exciting way for
the kids to grow up with a positive associa-
tion of Judaism, so when they think of
Judaism, they feel proud. This is what we’re
all about.”

At Gan Israel Winter Camp, the campers
play games, have daily goals, go swimming in
the Kildonan Park Pool, toboggan, take week-
end trips in the city, and experience a shab-
baton.

The camp staff, many of whom are former
campers wanting to give a little something

back, are volun-
teers. Heidingsfeld
said, “They’re
amazing – just full
of energy and
enthusiasm.”

The campers’
ages range from 4-
12 years old, and
the cost of atten-
dance is $75 for
one week, and
$175 for two weeks
(with scholarships
available). 

Camp Gan Israel
has been around for
about 37-38 years,
and also runs a
summertime camp.
For more informa-
tion on the camps,
visit www.Chabad
Winnipeg.org. 

Jewish winter camp, a different way to spend the holiday
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StrictlyStrictly
Next 

Programs:

February 20

March 20

Supported by

Saturday
January 23,2010
Rady Jewish Community Centre

6:30 – 9:00 pm
$8 m / $10 nm

Interactive

Magic,

Swimming,

XRKade, 

Ice Cream 
Bar

Drop-Off 
and Pick-Up

in the
Building

BRING

Bathing Suit
and

Towel

Registration must be done in advance by Thursday, Jan.21 •  477-7510  •  www.radyjcc.com  •  Payment will not be taken at the door

For further information contact Laura Marjovsky at 477-7539 lmarjovsky@radyjcc.com

TweensTweens
Grades 5 & 6

Gan Israel Winter Camp. Photos provided by Rabbi
Boruch Heidingsfeld of Chabad Winnipeg.

Rady JCC Winter Camp. Photos provid-
ed by Ilanit Shapiro of the Rady JCC.
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WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE ALL OF OUR SPONSORS:

www.wjt.ca

The Gail Asper Family Foundation Inc.
The Asper Foundation 

SHOW SPONSOR:

INNER CIRCLE SPONSORS:

DIRECTED BY: Mariam Bernstein
SET & COSTUME DESIGNER: Libid Zyla Harder
LIGHTING DESIGNER: Hugh Conacher
STAGE MANAGER: Ivory Seol
FEATURING: Kristen Harris • Omar Khan • Ron Lea

Tickets 477-7478
Jan. 28 – Feb. 7, 2010
Berney Theatre - 123 Doncaster Street

WJT presents past Master Playwright
Honouree Sir Harold Pinter 

for the first time
Winnipeg Jewish Theatre is extremely proud to bring the late Sir Harold

Pinter’s masterpiece, Betrayal. This amazing piece of writing has not been
seen professionally in Winnipeg since the 1980-81 theatre season and
WJT has assembled an extraordinary cast to bring this play to life.

Betrayal is a study of the “eternal triangle” – wife, husband and the
wife’s lover – and Mr. Pinter, with customary inventiveness and an unpar-
alleled gift for subtlety and nuance, brings new insights to this timeless
theme. Dramatic, tense, and humourous, Betrayal is a theatrical experi-
ence that should not be missed.

“…marvelous scenes, packed with suppressed tension, torn loyalties
and confused, unspoken feelings…” – NY Times. “Betrayal is an exquis-
ite play, brilliantly simple in form and courageous in its search for a poet-
ry that turns banality into melancholy beauty.” – Newsweek. “…a pow-
erful expression of the chasm between recollection and reality, of the
gaps between people who need to be intimate with each other.” – Village
Voice

The play features the return of Ron Lea to WJT, after his unforgettable
turn as Willy Loman in last year’s smash hit Death of a Salesman. Joining
Ron in the cast are local actors Kristen Harris and Omar Khan, both of
whom are making their WJT debuts.

WJT Artistic Producer Michael Nathanson says that, “The late Sir
Harold Pinter is one of the most important playwrights of the Twentieth
Century, noted for his laconic use of language and his ability to commu-
nicate with that which remains unspoken. He was an acknowledged
influence on David Mamet, and there’s a wonderful lineage of Jewish
playwrights that descend from these two masters. Harold Pinter remains
the only Jewish playwright to have won the Nobel Prize for Literature and
we are proud to celebrate his vast contribution to theatre with this pro-
duction of Betrayal.”

Betrayal is directed by Mariam Bernstein, with set & costume design by
Libid Zyla Harder and lighting and projection design by Hugh Conacher.

Tickets for Betrayal are: $28 for adults; $25 for seniors; $12 for stu-
dents/young professionals (age 30 and under). It is also still possible to
purchase two show season subscriptions. For tickets, call 477-7478. 

The show runs January 28, 2010 through February 7, 2010, with no
performances on Monday, February 1 and Tuesday, February 2. The show
will be presented at the Berney Theatre, 123 Doncaster Street at the
Asper Jewish Community Campus. Please visit our website:www.wjt.ca
for further information.

“The Drowsy Chaperone”
keeps you from drowsing off

Review by BERNIE BELLAN

I first heard about “The Drowsy Chaperone” years ago, before it had
become a huge Broadway hit.

Back then the play was just in the process of being transformed from
a fringe festival hit into its eventual New York incarnation. When I
heard the outline of the plot, however, I was totally confused. I could-
n’t understand the reference to “drowsy chaperone”. (In my mind, I
must admit, that I kept thinking of a drowsy “chauffeur”, not a chap-
erone. I just couldn’t help but think that this play was about a sleepy
limousine driver for a wedding. Hey, maybe there’s an idea for anoth-
er show there!)

In any event, the buzz about “Drowsy Chaperone” was that it was
going to be the first Canadian musical ever to hit Broadway, and that
its backers were confident of success.

So it was that, when MTC announced that this particular play was
going to be its featured musical this year, I was determined to see what
all the hullabaloo was about.

I admit that I’m not the theatre maven that my brother, Matt, was. He
loved practically anything to do with the theatre, while my own tastes
are more plebian.

Having said that, I heartily recommend “Drowsy Chaperone” for
anyone who, like me, might not be quite as enamoured of the idea of
sitting through a long production in the dark at the end of a long day.
Frankly, I often nod off at the theatre.

This play, however, is perfect for anyone who doesn’t particularly
like to attend theatre. It begins with a  male voice in the dark pro-
claiming: “I don’t like theatre.” The voice goes on to say that he hopes
whatever he’s watching is short. 

Now, it shouldn’t take anyone long to realize that what you’re about
to see is going to be quite a departure from the usual fare.

And so it is with “The Drowsy Chaperone” – a fabulously entertain-
ing concoction of a parody of Broadway musicals from years past that,
at the same time, pays homage to everything that was delightful about
those same musicals.

With its high-energy cast and constant injections of coarse humour,
“Chaperone” will leave you in stitches. Audience goers are sure to
recognize many of the cast members, including our own Debbie
Maslowsky (who is a human fire hydrant in this show) and young
Alexandra Frohlinger (who is sure to be headed for stardom).

By now, anyone who has heard anything of this particular produc-
tion will have heard about the comic brilliance of Thom Allison, a for-
mer Winnipegger, who steals the show as Aldolpho, a lothario just a
few bricks short of a load.

One particular piece that stood out for me is a fabulous tap dance
routine that was reminiscent of one of those great Gene Kelly musi-
cals of the 1950’s.

As a fan of “fringe” shows, it would be interesting to have seen this
particular play before it went to Broadway. The witty dialogue and
self-referential jibes certainly are consistent with the kind of icono-
clastic shows we come to expect at our own fringe festival. It makes
me want to work on my own show that, just maybe, could make it on
our own Broadway Avenue here in Winnipeg: “Croak-us – The
Musical”. (I even have the entire storyline developed in my own twist-
ed mind…the plot would centre around Gary Doer as Evita Peron,
singing “Don’t cry for me Manitoba!” Hey, if someone can create a
Broadway smash hit out of a play that started out as a stag gift for a
friend about to be married, nothing is impossible.)  

Rady JCC Winter Camp. Photo provided by Ilanit Shapiro of the Rady JCC.



By MYRON LOVE

It was the last day of the year in
1939 and David Peltz and Elka
Lichtman, who were both from
Zamosc in Western Poland, were
among a group of Jews fleeing
eastward into Russia to escape
the Nazis. 

On that date, December 31,
1939, they were one of 12 cou-
ples that were hurriedly married.

On Sunday, January 3rd, David
and Ellen (Elka) Peltz celebrated
their 70th wedding anniversary
at the Sharon Home (the Jewish
seniors’ home where they have
been residents since June 2009)
with family in attendance.

David and Ellen knew each
other before the war because
Ellen was a girlfriend to his older
sister.

When the war broke out in
1939, the 23-year-old Peltz was
in the Polish army. After Poland was defeated,
Peltz went home to Zamosc. 

“The Germans had occupied our town for a
short period, then given way to the Russians,”
he recalls. 

“When I heard that the Germans were com-
ing back, I didn’t feel safe staying there. I
decided to take a train to Lvov in Ukraine,
where I had relatives.”

Ellen had seen what the Germans were
capable of when they occupied the town the
first time and, therefore, also wanted to leave.
She had two brothers living in Lvov, so he

invited her to come with him. 
When they arrived in the city, they found

that her brothers were sleeping on the floor of
a poor woman’s house. 

“It wasn’t considered proper at that time for
a young woman to be sleeping on the floor
with her brothers,” Peltz says. “I asked my rel-
ative if Ellen could stay, which she did, and
she ended up sharing a bed with my cousin’s
daughter.

After a time, the Russians ordered all for-
eign nationals deeper into Russia. It was dur-
ing that journey that the Peltzes were mar-
ried, with a traditional ceremony and under a
chuppa.

“The officials told us they were going to
relocate us to other cities,” Peltz recalls.
“Instead they dumped us in the bush.” The
group of us spent the winter of 1940 living in
the bush. We were city people. We weren’t
used to the bush.” 

In the spring we organized ourselves and
tried to go back to the Polish border. The
Communists took a very dim view of such
individual initiative. They loaded our entire
group into boxcars and shipped us off to
Siberia, where we spent the next two winters.

Their fortunes changed later in 1942, how-
ever, when they were moved to Leninibad
(modern day Tajikistan) in central Asia. “We
had a beautiful life in Leninibad for a couple

of years.” Peltz says. 
The weather was

warm and he found
work in a tannery as
a supervisor. His
father, he notes, had
been a buyer of raw
hides, so David Peltz
knew the business.
“I had eight or nine
people working for
me.” He says. “We
were producing 700
pieces a day.”

At war’s end,
David and Ellen
returned to Zamosc
to search out surviv-
ing family members.
David was the only
survivor from his
family. 

Ellen still had two brothers, one
of whom, Sam Lichtman, had
been brought to Winnipeg by a
relative. 

The other brother, Edward,
ended up in Australia.

After spending some time in a
displaced persons’ camp in
Germany, Ellen’s brother Sam
brought David, Ellen and their
three daughters, to Winnipeg in
1950.

David worked a short period of
time in a tannery and then in
wholesale, while Ellen, being a
dressmaker, helped by sewing
jacket linings at home.
Ultimately David and Ellen were
able to scrape together enough
money to buy a grocery store at
the corner of Hargrave and
Assiniboine.

There was a makeshift suite
above the store with one bed-
room, Sonia Kaplan, their oldest

daughter, recalls. The living room served as a
second bedroom at night. The hallway acted
as a kitchen, with dishes being done in a
small sink in the bathroom. 

In time, David Peltz was able to buy and
remodel the attached building and put in a
door leading from the store to the house. 

“My wife worked along side of me in the
store and, in between customers, cooked,
cleaned, and kept a Jewish home,” he says
with pride. 

Ellan and David wanted their children to
get a Jewish education, so every morning,
trudging through the winter weather, Ellen
would take her children’s hands and walk
from Hargrave and Assiniboine to the old
Birks building on Portage Ave. There they
would catch a bus to go to the Peretz School
on Aberdeen, near Salter.

In the mid 1970’s, after 20 years downtown,
the Peltzs’ building was expropriated by the
city to build a high-rise, and David and Ellen
moved to suburbia in North Winnipeg.

While not a religious man, David Peltz is a
Yiddishist. He readily shares his many poems
that he has written over the years, and has
had the privilege of reading some of them on
the Jewish radio program. 

Upon retiring, he became an active partici-
pant in the H. Leivick Yiddish-speaking B’nai
B’rith Lodge and the Mamaloshen Group.
Enjoying singing led him to the Stay Young
(Jewish seniors group) and United Jewish
People’s Order Choirs. 

For many years he and Ellen participated
and enjoyed the programs at the Gwen Secter
Creative Living Center.

Both David and Ellen Peltz are in relatively
good health, and are still mobile. They raised
four daughters: Sonia, (Harold) lives in
Winnipeg; Esther (Sam) is in Calgary; and
Shelley (Steve) is in North Carolina.
Regrettably, Anne was killed in a car accident
in 1973.

The couple are blessed with five grandchil-
dren and two great grandchildren.

Though David and Ellen are still adjusting
to their new surroundings at The Sharon
Home, they feel grateful that there is such a
facility available in the community where
they can enjoy Jewish culture in a facility that
offers kosher food.

Winnipeg couple celebrates 70th anniversary
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FREE DELIVERYON ORDERSOVER $75E

New, Used & Rental Walkers, Scooters, Lift Chairs, Wheelchairs,
Bath Aides & Other Aides for Daily Living.

NEW PRIDE SCOOTERS AND LIFTCHAIRS

Mention this ad & receive 10% off 
the rental or purchase of any item

551 Osborne
453-6473

www.renewmobility.ca

Caring Compassionate PCaring Compassionate Professional Srofessional Serviceervice
you’ve come to trust

Call Elba Haid or
Angela Pollett at

REALCARE
day or night

Ph: (204) 957-7325
fax: (204) 975-1065

e-mail: elbahaid@realcare.ca
Offices at 1008-213 Notre Dame Ave.

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 1N3

Providing:
� Alzheimer Care � Palliative Care � Post-Operative Care 
� Stroke Care � Long-Term Care � Rehabilitation 
� Respite � ‘Coming home’ new Moms and infants

Provided by: INSURED & BONDED
� RN’s � LPN’s � Health Care Aides
� Home Support Workers � Companions

We offer a variety of programs and services - 
- individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
- Free nursing assessment
- 24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
- At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
- Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Elba Haid
President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

DAVID and ELLEN (ELKA) PELTZ.



By REBECA KUROPATWA

Back in 1939, Abraham Rich
(and brother-in-law Danny
Kettner) started up a little compa-
ny that could, not knowing how
far it would go. The business was
first called “Winnipeg Pants and
Sportswear.”

Fast forward to the year 2010,
and this “little company” is still
going strong led by Abraham’s
son, David (66), and grandson,
Gavin (43). David is the business
owner and CEO and Gavin is the
Vice President. 

Thinking back about his father, David recalled, “he started out with
just four sewing machines, and did all the pressing and cutting him-
self.

“Those first few years were a very tough time to start a business.
Because of the war, a lot of fabrics were allocated by the government.
My father had very little money and was working day and night.”

Over the years, Abraham had a few different partners. “One of the
best and most long-term was with Rub [Ruben] Ludwick, who he part-
nered with in the early 50’s,” said David. 

In 1957, Levis Strauss bought the pants part of the business from
Rich and Ludwick.

Around this time, David was just finishing high school. He said,
“Rub wanted out, so the Rich family decided to keep the business
going with a new focus on jackets.”

Now in its 71st year, the then-new company was dubbed “Richlu,”

for “Rich” and “Ludwick.” It
became a successful national
work outerwear manufacturer,
with outerwear known for its
high quality, heavy insulation,
and comfort. 

Richlu is one of the only local
garment makers to maintain its
production (factory, head office,
and three distribution centres) in
Winnipeg. Most others have
either switched over to importing
their entire production opera-
tions from low-cost offshore
locations or have closed shop

altogether.
“We keep Richlu in Winnipeg, because our customers want Made in

Manitoba products under work wear lines like Tough Duck,” said
David. “And, until our customers stop wanting it, we’ll continue mak-
ing it.

“I’m a big fan of Winnipeg. It’s a terrific, family hamisha city. And,
although winters are a little tough, they aren’t that bad – especially if
you have some top quality outerwear.” 

Tough economic times hit Canada’s manufacturing sector especially
hard, and David admitted “It’s been brutal, but we’re doing extremely
well considering – even managing to maintain our sales projections.
We were the first to feel the recession, and the first to recover from it.
Others in the clothing business have fallen like flies.”

Richlu sells its Tough Duck and Work King lines in hundreds of
stores across Canada, including big names like Mark’s Work
Warehouse, Cabella’s, Canadian Tire, The Bay, and Peavey Mart.

Manufacturing mainstay, Richlu, a three-generation
wonder, now in its 71st year
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Simply call our office at 694-3332, and use your Visa or
Mastercard to order or extend your subscription today.

Start a new two-year subscription to

or extend your current subscription for
another two years - for just $85*
and here's what we'll give you:

*price includes P.S.T and G.S.T.

(doesn't expire until Sept. 30, 2010)

 the   latest the   latest the  latest

and a copy of a great new CD from a fabulous local duo:
Sophie Sarbit and Ariel Posen

from Celia's Jewellery

A Star of David pendant

ABRAHAM, DAVID, and GAVIN RICH

Op-Ed: Birthright Israel NEXT continuing
Jewish journey for young adults 

By AL LEVITT 

NEW YORK (JTA) - Ten years after its founding, Birthright Israel is a
universally acknowledged success. More than 200,000 young Jewish
adults worldwide have participated. Studies have confirmed the
remarkable degree to which this free 10-day trip to Israel strengthens
the Jewish identities of its alumni. 

Less clear is the extent to which our community is engaging
Birthright participants upon their return. Indeed, one of the questions
heard most often in the Jewish philanthropic world today is “What are
we doing to follow-up with Birthright alumni?” 

The good news is that young Jewish adults are engaging in Jewish
life in record numbers due in large effort to Birthright Israel NEXT. Tens
of thousands, many of whom grew up without a strong Jewish identi-
ty and lacking any substantive Jewish educational background, are
turning to Birthright Israel NEXT for ways to deepen the connections
to Jewish life that they have been inspired to seek because of their trip
to the Jewish homeland. 

More than 10,000 young Jews in the United States alone took part
in a myriad of Birthright Israel NEXT-related activities just last month.
Over 700 Birthright alumni hosted Shabbat dinners in their apart-
ments and homes throughout the U.S. Thousands more participated in
local cultural and educational events in cities such as New York,
Chicago, Los Angeles, Denver and Atlanta. 

Looking ahead to 2010, NEXT is quietly on target to stimulate the
engagement of more than 100,000 young Jewish adults through an
array of meaningful post-trip experiences carefully designed to
increase the Jewish literacy of this group and build connections to the
broader Jewish community. This figure does not even count what’s
happening at colleges and universities across the country, where tens
of thousands of other Birthright alumni have immersed themselves in
projects and programs sponsored by their local Hillels and other cam-
pus-based organization. Hundreds more are signing up for Jewish and
Israel studies courses as a way of continuing the Jewish journey they
started on Birthright. 

Much work remains to be done to broaden and deepen both the
scope and reach of Birthright follow-up. We appreciate that this is not
a job for NEXT alone. We see our role as that of a catalyst. We fully
intend to continue to partner with a multitude of organizations, both
established and emerging, to meet the needs of young Jewish adults
and ensure they are on a path toward increased communal involve-
ment. 



Tamir Goodman, 27, is a 6-ft, 3-in. point
guard who has played professionally both in
the U.S. and Israel and has been featured in
Sports Illustrated as the “Jewish Jordan.” 

Unwilling to compromise his beliefs,
Goodman became the first Jew to play
Division 1 Basketball accepting a scholarship
to Towson University which changed their
entire schedule to accommodate him! Tamir
then went on to play professional basketball
in Israel for the Macabi Haifa Heat.

For the past few months, Goodman has
been sharing his inspiring story and message
with Jewish communities and college stu-
dents in various cities around North America. 

On January 20th, Chabad Lubavitch will be
hosting Tamir Goodman in Winnipeg. 

Join Tamir for a powerful boost of Jewish
pride, be awed by his personal accomplish-
ments and inspired by his message.

About Tamir Goodman 
Goodman, an Orthodox Jew, fell in love

with the game of basketball at age six. As a
7th grader, he was already playing on the
Yeshiva High of Greater Washington’s varsity
high school team and by 8th grade he was the
team’s starting point guard. 

He garnered national media attention while
starring at the Talmudical Academy of
Baltimore, where he was named as one of the
top 25 high school players in the country. His
steadfast determination to be the best which
provided him with the edge that he needed to
fulfill his dream of playing top level basket-
ball while maintaining an observant Jewish

lifestyle.
With his exceptional ability to control the

game as point guard, make near impossible
shots, and throw behind the back passes,
Goodman led his team to a 65-11 record over
two seasons in the competitive Baltimore City
Conference, while averaging 35.4 points his
junior year (1998-1999). 

His success led to more than 700 media
interviews, including 60 Minutes, ESPN, CBS,
and Fox Sports, as well as cover stories of the
New York Times, the Daily News, the
Washington Post, and Baltimore Sun. He was
also featured in a four-page spread in Sports
Illustrated, in which Michael Bamberger
dubbed Tamir Goodman as the “Jewish
Jordan.” 

Upon high school graduation, Goodman
turned down a full scholarship at the
University of Maryland due to scheduling
conflicts related to his observances. Then, a
miracle happened. 

The basketball players and coaches at
Towson State University, a Division I school
near Baltimore, heard about Tamir’s story and
respected him for remaining dedicated to his
religious beliefs. Towson offered a scholar-
ship and even managed to change the entire
American East
Conference sched-
ule so that the
majority of the
school’s basketball
games would not
conflict with the
Jewish Sabbath. 

Goodman played two seasons at Towson
before signing with Maccabi Tel Aviv to begin
his professional career in Israel.

In Israel, Goodman played five seasons for
four different teams, reaching the Israeli Cup
finals and Israeli Premier League Semifinals
in 2003 with Maccabi Givat Shmuel.
Moreover, Goodman served in the Israel
Defense Forces and was awarded outstanding
solider award at the completion of his boot
camp. He also completed a armored person
carrier (APC) course. 

In 2007, Goodman returned to the U.S. to
play for the Maryland Nighthawks of the
Premier Basketball League (PBL), but was
limited to only two games due to injuries. 

Today, he is a spokesperson for the Maccabi
Haifa Professional Basketball Club of the
Israeli Premier League and is emerging as one
of the Jewish people’s most dynamic and
inspirational voices. 

His energetic approach and forthright
engagement with the challenges of Jewish
identity has engaged and motivated crowds,
young and old, throughout Israel, England
and North America.

Come hear his amazing story in person.
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For the first time ever Tamir Goodman 
is coming to Winnipeg!!! 

New Course Explores Inspirational Avenues
to Emerge from Times of Uncertainty 

January 1st, 2010 - Timeless Tales for Inspired Living 
This February, the Chabad Jewish Learning Institute (JLI) will

launch its winter course, Portraits in Leadership: Timeless Tales for
Inspired Living. Portraits in Leadership is a study of the inspiring
life story of six figures whose courage and determination helped
Judaism weather its darkest hours. In the face of the first-century
Roman assault on Jerusalem, the fundamental institutions of the
Jewish people were utterly destroyed. But with wisdom and
verve, these leaders took the radical steps that managed to pre-
serve the essence of Judaism to this very day. 

“This course is one part history, one part biography-all parts
uplifting inspiration,” says Rabbi Lazer Gurkow, course author.” It
is about decisions made two thousand years ago that continue to
shape the contours of contemporary Jewish life.” 

“Students are constantly looking for tools to deal with day-to-
day challenges,” says local JLI instructor and director, Rabbi
Shmuly Altein. “What better way to find guidance than from the
wise example of others who encountered hardships and used
them as the impetus for growth and change.” 

Lessons will examine a range of classic Jewish sources, drawing
extensively from the stories of the Talmud and modern commen-
taries that point out their personal significance to our lives. 

Rabbi Shmuly Altein of the Lubavitch Centre will be teaching
this course at the Chabad Torah Centre for six Tuesdays, starting
February 2nd. Potential students are welcome to call (204) 414-
5624 or visit www.ChabadWinnipeg.org/JLI for more informa-
tion. 

Portraits in Leadership, like all JLI’s courses, is designed for peo-
ple at all levels of Jewish knowledge. Participants without any
prior experience or background in Jewish learning can attend and
enjoy this course. All JLI courses are open to the public, and
attendees need not to be a member of any particular synagogue
or temple. 

* * * 
JLI is the first international educational institution to present tra-

ditional Judaism in a professional, innovative, academically chal-
lenging yet accessible format. The JLI was created to address the
needs of Jews for in-depth Jewish knowledge. Authorities on each
subject have organized the curriculum and teaching materials for
each course. 



My late mother,
Sarah, used to tell a
story - in Yiddish of
course - of a king
stopping a commoner
in the street and ask-
ing him where he was
going. The latter
refused to offer the
information and

before long the king warned him that he
would be jailed if he didn’t cooperate.
Steadfast in his convictions this taciturn indi-
vidual again declined the monarch’s request
and he was summarily locked up. 

Days later the still curious king visited him
in his cell and told the unresponsive fellow
that, if he would only explain to him why he
refused to answer such a simple question, he
would immediately be set free. At that junc-
ture the simple man explained that it was
improper to lie to his highness because when
someone sets out to go somewhere he never
really knows if he will ever arrive at his desti-
nation. “I was only going to the butcher shop
to buy some bones to make a chicken soup
for my family,” he said. “ How was I to know
I would end up in jail?” 

More to the point, I thought of my mother’s
fable when the Manitoba Moose in early
January received a belated Chanukah present
when, most unexpectedly, Jewish defence-
man Mathieu Schneider, whose prime goal
was to play in Vancouver, ended up in
Winnipeg. 

Last summer Mathieu became an unrestrict-
ed free agent following a split season
between Montreal and Atlanta, and allegedly
had a half-dozen offers to sign a one-year
pact with a new NHL team. The 40-year-old
who has played with nine different clubs
under the big top noted at the time of his late-
August signing to a one and a half million
dollar pact that Vancouver was far and away
his preferred choice because, to his wife
Shannon and four kids, the West Coast had
the most appealing environment. Being a
good family man it was a slam dunk for all of
them. At least it appeared that way.

Mathieu worked all summer rehabing his
injured shoulder and was prepared, especial-
ly, to use his considerable skills as the quar-
terback on the powerplay. I mean the NHL
veteran of 1,281 regular-season games whose
point totals (223 goals and 516 assists) resem-
ble more that of a decent forward than a
defenceman appeared to be a perfect match
for the Canucks.

Well, something went wrong on the way to
the butcher shop to buy some bones, and it
appears that his shoulder was just fine – only
Mathieu wasn’t seeing eye-to-eye with former
Moose head coach Alain Vigneault in
Vancouver, and the anxious rearguard wasn’t
seeing much ice time either. Spending 25 of
42 games scratched created the kind of itch
that often leads to unpleasant dialogue
between employee and management. And it
did.

Reports from the West Coast media of late
explained that Schneider left the team on
December 18th, was put on waivers and nary
a NHL team went for the bait. Was it because
of his salary or is the general consensus that
the player has minimal to offer at the price?
Or perhaps he could be had at a bargain-
basement special come the March 3rd trade
deadline.

When, upon his arrival, Schneider
appeared last week at a press conference at
the MTS Centre - coffee in hand - he was all

smiles. There were queries of course and, not
surprisingly, more confirmation was sought as
to the authenticity of information regarding
his latest interactions with Canucks’ manage-
ment than how his presence might help the
Moose track down the division-leading
Hamilton Bulldogs.

At that juncture, Mathieu did a fairly credi-
ble impersonation of Tiger Woods and it was-
n’t his golf swing we’re talking about. “I just
want to have some fun, get out there and play
the game I love. That’s pretty much it,” he said.

From most reports the Canuck’s marriage
ended when Schneider was not prepared to
accept Vigneault’s modus operandi for him. It
was, shall we say, a more limited role than
the ex-NHL’r desired. The head coach also
reportedly stated that he has no interest in
Mathieu returning to his club. A remark, I
might add, that is especially poignant since
Kevin Bieksa, a former Moose defender and
in my opinion the best AHLer to develop in
Winnipeg, is now a badly injured Canuck
and won’t likely suit up again for more than
two months, at least.

Mind you, should matters deteriorate along
the blueline there is always the likelihood of
a red alert and that player and coach may hug
and make up for the good of the common
cause. In short, the
most talented
defenceman seen in
these parts since
1995 when the dear
departed Jets were
kidnapped to
Phoenix may have a
fairly limited stay in
Winnipeg; perhaps
not even long
enough to appreci-
ate our new brand-
ing of being filled
with “Spirited
Energy.”

Of all the Jewish
players who used to
come to town during
our city’s exposure
to the best hockey
league in the world,
Schneider is the one
with whom I am
most familiar. I
would talk with him
in the visiting team’s
dressing room when
he dressed for the

Canadiens and Islanders
between 1989-1995.

He talked about his ethnic
background and how he
related to other Jewish play-
ers in the league: Namely
Calgary’s tough guy Ron
Stern, Chicago’s Steve
Dubinsky, Steve Richmond of
the LA Kings, and enforcer
Mike Hartman of the Jets. He
conceded that there was a
bond that they shared.

Synagogue on the High
Holidays was important to his
family and something that his
own father stressed as being
of importance.

Hopefully, Schneider will
attain what he, no doubt,
wants most, and that is a
return to the NHL, if not with
the Canucks, then with some

other team that will require the contributions
of a skilled and savvy player who can still
blast ‘em from the point on the powerplay
and teach the rookies how to play the game.

I’d be surprised if the highest scoring Jewish
player in the history of the game will find
himself celebrating Passover in late March in
Mooseland.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hock-
ey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7,
e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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Pe’er protester arrested in New Zealand
SYDNEY, Australia (JTA) - A pro-Palestinian protester was arrested in

New Zealand during a match featuring Israeli tennis star Shahar Pe’er. 
Play had to be suspended after Pe’er, 22, won the first set of her

second-round match Wednesday against Slovakia’s Magdalena
Rybarikova at the ASB Classic in Auckland, as officials debated
whether to continue the match due to the small but noisy demon-
stration outside the tennis complex. 

The protesters, members of Global Peace and Justice Auckland and
Palestine Human Rights Campaign Auckland, used a loudspeaker to
chant “blood, blood on your hands,” “freedom for Palestine” and “go
home, Shahar,” according to the New Zealand Herald. 

Police arrested one man and charged him with disorderly behav-
ior, local media reported. He is scheduled to appear in court
Thursday. Similar protests took place during Pe’er’s match at the
venue Tuesday. 

But the disturbance seemed to distract Pe’er’s opponent more. The
Israeli, ranked No. 30 in the world, won the second set 6-0, securing
a berth in Thursday’s quarterfinal against Russia’s Maria Kirilenko. 

“I also want peace in the world,” Pe’er said after the match. “But
I don’t think this is the place for this protest.” 

The organizer of the protests, John Minto, who is calling for Pe’er
to withdraw from the tournament as well as for a sports boycott
against Israel, told local media that “There will be bigger and big-
ger protests here in Auckland protesting against her presence in rep-
resenting Israel’s policies.” 

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Sponsored by Eden Memorials
Recreation Men’s Bowling League

By SAUL LONDON, secretary
Weekly high scores - December 30

HIGH TRIPLE: Gary Granzberg 642 (222,
216, 204); Art Greenspan 536 (218);
Allan Ruhr 520; Norm Freedman 507;
Herb Singer 501 (198); Phil Leibl 500.

MATHIEU SCHNEIDER. Photo courtesy of Manitoba Moose.

Greatest Jewish hockey player ever now a Moose
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YYoouunngg  PPrrooffeessssiioonnaallss
SSppoottlliigghhtt::

Gilli is a local author who has
published a novel entitled Swing
For The Fences. He also has
written for various newspapers
across the country, mainly on
sports and human interest
pieces. 

He is 23 years old, with a
Bachelor of Arts in History, and
plans to stay in Winnipeg. This
coming fall, Gilli will be enrolling
in the Faculty of Education at
the University of Manitoba.

Swing For The Fences is
Gilli’s first published book, hav-
ing made its McNally Robinson
debut on May 27th, 2009 at the
Grant Park location.

The novel is a multi-genre
work of fiction; an adven-
ture/romance story that is
intended for young adults.

“The book’s message that
readers should walk away with
is to give life your all and go
after what you truly desire in life.
Although this book is fiction, the

message is real. In my life I’m
currently in a happy place
because I’ve been going after
what I truly want in life!”

The novel is written in a first
person narrative. Although the
story is not real, it allows Gilli to
give a personal perspective by
keeping the story about a young
adult Jewish boy growing up in
Winnipeg, travelling and pursu-
ing a quest for love.

In addition to writing, Gilli
enjoys working with youth, vol-
unteering, keeping active and
traveling.

When Swing For The Fences
debuted at McNally Robinson,
Gilli did a public reading. He
continues to be available to
speak at schools, communitity
centres, libraries and other
venues.

Swing For The Fences is
available for purchase  at
$25.00 (hardcover). It is now
available at Coles Bookstore in
City Place, McNally Robinson
(Grant Park Shopping Centre),
and online.

The book has also been fea-
tured at the Winnipeg Jewish
Book Fair for the past two years.

A sequel, Swing For The
Fences 2, has been completed
with a release date still to be
determined.

More information is available
on the book’s website:

www.swingforthefences.ca

GILli braunstein: author

“Fate only takes
you so far and then
it's up to you what
happens. It was a
bumpy ride with
many twists and
turns, but one day
fate brought me
back to her. At the
end of the road,
was she the girl for
me?"

Excerpt from
Swing For The

Fences 
jacket:

Do you know a Young Professional?
Someone you feel is a great example within the community? 

Contact Eva at evac94@gmail.com to suggest they be profiled in
an upcoming edition of the Young Professional Spotlight

Catching Up
With

JSA/Hillel
Following the winter break,

JSA/Hillel is now back at work
within the community, and both
campuses will be hosting a
number of speakers over the
next month.

Here is a calendar of the
events that are not to be
missed, courtesy of Eyal Kraut,
JSA/Hillel President at the
University of Manitoba:

January 14
Noam Bedein and the "JUST

15 Seconds - 00:00:15" Sderot
Campaign came to the
University of Winnipeg to sup-
port the residents of Sderot,
Israel, where Kassam rockets
regulary fall, and residents have
15 seconds to reach a bomb
shelter.

Guest speaker Bedein, Sdreot
Media Center Director also
spoke at the Millennium Library.

The Jewish Post and News
will report about this event in the
next issue of the paper. 

Also, speaking at the
University of Manitoba Asper
School of Business will be the
Federal Leader of the Official
Opposition, Liberal Party
Leader Michael Ignatieff.    

Ignatieff is on a cross-Canada
campus tour to meet with young
Canadians in the lead-up to
“Canada at 150: Rising to the
Challenge” - a non-partisan
conference being held in
Montreal in March, 2010,  in cel-
ebration of Canada’s upcoming
150th birthday (in 2017).

Main Lobby, Drake Centre,
9:45 a.m.

January 18
Renowned human rights

activist and former Federal
Minister of Justice and Attorney
General Irwin Cotler will be
speaking at the University of
Manitoba.  

His subject will be: “Nur-
emberg: 60 Years Later –
Lessons for Our Time”.

Moot Court Room, Robson
Hall (Law School) 12:00 – 1:00
p.m.

January 20
Another round of “Jewish

House of Pancakes” will be held

in the U of M JSA Room (149
University Centre). Come for
pancakes, syrup, and a guest
speaker from “Oranim,” a travel
agency for Jewish travelers.

January 21
JSA is partnering with the

University of Manitoba Campus
Conservatives (UMCC) and
their “Conservative Week” (Jan.
18-22), which will feature a
week of Conservative speakers
on various topics. 

On Jan. 21, Marty Morantz, a
Jewish lawyer and the
Progressive Conservative can-
didate for River Heights, will
speak on the topic: “Democracy
and Israel”.

12:00 – 2:00 p.m., room TBD

January 26
Amir Gissin, the Consul-

General of Israel in Toronto, will
be speaking to marketing class-
es at both the University of
Winnipeg School of Business
and the University of Manitoba
Asper School of Business. 

He will be speaking on the
topic “Branding a Nation:
Israel”.  Non-marketing students
are welcome to attend.

Lecture rooms and times are
TBD.

January 29
JSA’s annual Interfaith

Shabbat is a must-come-to
event. Open to anyone and
everyone, this event is a way to
learn/teach about the weekly
holiday of Shabbat, or simply to
enjoy one.

Interactive student-led
Kabbalat Shabbat service: 5:10
p.m.

Tour of Etz Chayim syna-
gogue: 6:00 p.m.

Delicious Shabbat dinner:
6:30 p.m.

Etz Chayim Synagogue, 123
Matheson Ave East

Price: A bargain $10 (may be
purchased from any JSA board
member, including Eyal Kraut)

*******************************

Don’t forget about free bagels
and cream cheese every
Tuesday in the U of M JSA
Lounge (149 University Centre).



A cornerstone of Jewish youth activity,
post-high school and during university, is
participation in Taglit/Birthright.

JSA/Hillel Director, Samantha Loxton, is
in charge of Birthright in Winnipeg and
would like to remind all Jewish youth in
the city that registration opens next
month.

For past applicants: Registration for
Spring/Summer 2010 trips will open
February 16 at 12:00 p.m. EST.

For new applicants: Registration for the
same Spring/Summer 2010 trips will open
February 17 at 12:00 p.m. EST. 

Since its launch in February 2000, over
15,000 Canadians who have participated
on a Taglit-Birthright Israel program have
traveled with Birthright through Canada
Israel Experience (CIE).

For information on eligibility, trip options,
and for general queries visit:

www.canadaisraelexperience.com
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Chabad’s Torah Tots Jewish Pre-school
Program Enjoying Successful First Year

Having begun this past September, the
Chabad Torah Tots pre-school program is
beginning its second semester after a break
for the holidays.

The program is run out of the Jewish
Learning Centre at 901 Shaftesbury in new
Tuxedo, and is taught by Adina Altein.

For security reasons the building is kept
locked, and parents are informed of entry
protocol upon registration. The site is “bright,
comfortable and equipped with all the requi-
site amenities of a first-class pre-school.” 

Currently the program runs a half-day,
every work day until 12:30 p.m., following a
lunch.

The age group is for three and four-year-
olds, but Altein says, if there is enough inter-
est, they will hire more help and offer class-
es for other preschool ages.

Right now, there are six children enrolled
in the program and they are looking to grow.
If there are enough parents looking to enroll
their children, as with the age group, Altein
said the preschool can change to meet the
needs of parents; this includes the possi-
bility of offering a full-day service.

The objective of
the Torah Tots pro-

gram is to “create a warm, healthy and
happy environment where small children
can grow and develop emotionally and cog-
nitively, as well as physically.”

Among the lessons taught at the pre-
school, Altein says they hope to pass on a
love for Israel, all things Jewish and an
involvement in the performance of the
Mitzvot (good deeds) of the Torah. 

Ivrit - Hebrew language is used in both for-
mal and informal instruction and becomes a
part of the daily routine, as well as holiday
fun and games. 

Chabad believes that “in early childhood,
the seeds of learning, Jewish identity,
curiosity and caring are planted.”

The Torah Tots program “spans a period of
intense personal, social and academic growth.” 

Young children develop at different paces,
so Chabad’s Torah Tots teaches with the
understanding that children within this age
group progress with a wide range of abilities
and developmental levels. 

Programming includes creative activities
that “fit into the broad developmental contin-
uum represented by the students.”

***********************************************
On Jan. 29, Chabad will be participating in

“One Shabbat, One World,” by hosting a
community Shabbat event.

Tens of thousands of Jews from all across
the globe will come together to eat, drink,
relax and celebrate a Shabbat dedicated to
universal peace and harmony, and Chabad
invites the community to attend.

The event will include a traditional
Shabbat dinner” in an atmosphere of
warmth, song, inspiration and discussion”
with guest speaker Rabbi Avrohom Altein.

Price: Adults - $18; Children (over 8) - $10
Space is limited so please reserve early. 

For more information about Torah Tots or
the Shabbat meal, call (204) 414-5624 or
visit online:   

www.ChabadWinnipeg.org

Teacher Rebbetzin Adina Altein sits with some of her pupils
during an art class where they learned about  trees throughout
the seasons. The lesson is in a lead-up to the Jewish holiday of
Tu B’shvat at the end of January, the birthday of the trees.

Support available for Jewish 
alcoholics & addicts

Jewish individuals who are challenged
by alcohol or chemical addiction or their
family members now have help available
within the Jewish community. Supported
by Jewish Child and Family Service, JACS,
Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent
Persons and Significant Others (www.jac-
sweb.org<http://www.jacsweb.org/), is a
voluntary mutual-help group dedicated
to: helping develop and sustain recovery
from alcoholism or addiction in a nurtur-
ing and safe environment, promoting
knowledge and understanding of alco-
holism and chemical dependency as it
involves the Jewish community, and act-
ing as a resource to the Jewish communi-
ty to address the effects of alcoholism and
chemical dependency. Weekly support
meetings with a “Jewish twist” assist in
complementing other recovery supports.

Anyone interested in information on
Jewish addiction recovery supports for
themselves or a loved one can contact
JACS Winnipeg at the number in the ad
below. Please read the ad for details about
meeting times and locations.

Chabad Torah Tots children plant in preparation for Tu-B'Shvat.

Birthright Registration
Begins Soon
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SHIRLEY PACKER
It is with heavy hearts

that we announce the sud-
den passing of our be-
loved wife, mother and
Baba Shirley Packer, on
December 25, 2009,
peacefully, with her hus-
band by her side.

Shirley was prede-
ceased by her parents,
Samuel and Ethel Daien
and her beloved brother
Larry Daien.

Shirley will be lovingly
remembered and cherished by her husband Arnold of
53 years. She was a devoted mother and mother-in-law
of Cheryl Waterman and Ken Waterman, Mindy and
Brad Bloom and Martin and Michelle Packer. The
adored Baba of Dana (Brad) Mederski, Kyle and Kira
Waterman, Jason and Jonathan Bloom and Justin
Packer. She will also be fondly remembered by sister-
in-law Kalla Daien, brother-in-law and sister-in-law
Howard and Eileen Packer, nieces and nephews, nu-
merous family members and many treasured friends
and neighbours.

Shirley’s pride and joy were her children and her
grandchildren, always showering them with love and
affection. She also adored her kitties and grandkitties
as her love for animals never faltered.

Shirley devoted nearly 30 years of her life to the
volunteer services of Seven Oaks General Hospital.
Her selflessness and constant generosity never went
unrecognized; she will be remembered for her warm
smile and kindness. She will be forever loved and
remembered by all those whose lives she touched.

Funeral services were held on December 31, 2009 at
Chesed Shel Emes, officiated by her first cousin Cantor
Gerry Daien. Pallbearers were Brad Bloom, Jason
Bloom, Jonathan Bloom, Kyle Waterman, Howard
Packer and Marvin Polanski.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to The
Winnipeg Humane Society; The Shirley (Sima) and
Arnold Packer Family Fund of the Jewish Foundation
of Winnipeg online at  www.jewishfoundation.org or
(204) 477-7525  or to the charity of one’s choice.

To us she was someone special,
Someone set apart,

Her memory will live forever,
Engraved within our hearts.

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
When sending in Obituaries or Yahrzeits, please
ensure they are either typewritten or legibly printed,
doublespaced. We will not guarantee publication
of material that comes in that we cannot read.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JANUARY 13

MURIEL GUTKIN
Muriel Gutkin, longtime resident of Winnipeg, passed

away in Peterborough, Ontario, on December 17, 2009,
at the age of eighty-seven.

Musie was predeceased by her parents, Leibe and
Eeta Gutkin, and by her brother, Harry Gutkin, and her
sister, Lake Cherney. She will be greatly missed by her
sister-in-law, Mildred Gutkin, and by many nieces and
nephews.

Musie was interred at the Shaarey Zedek Cemetery
on Monday, December 21, Cantor Gerry Daien offici-
ating. Contributions in her memory may be made to the
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada, Suite
C116-123 Doncaster Street, Winnipeg MB, Canada
R3N 2B2.

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

ISRAEL (ISSY) FRIEDMAN

 greatly appreciate your expressions of sympathy,
donations, meals, phone calls, e-mails and your

messages of support.
Your friendship and kindness has given our family

comfort at this very sad time.
Thank you very much.

Sarah Friedman
David, Lillian and family

Ryan, Judy and family
Helen, Danny and Spencer

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

LOUIS COOPER
 would like to express their sincere

appreciation and gratitude to all their
relatives and friends for their kind
expressions of sympathy, cards and

donations during our time of sorrow.
Ruth Cooper and family

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

JOE BERGMAN

would like to thank family and friends for
their kind expressions of sympathy and

support during our great loss. Your thoughts,
donations, meals and generosity were sincerely

appreciated in our time of sorrow.
The Bergman Family

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MORRIS

BERCOVICH
who passed away
January 28, 1979
28 Days in Tevet

—  Always remembered by
your son, grandchildren and
family.

In loving memory of
MEL CRAVEN

who passed away
January 24, 2004
2 Days in Shevat

— Forever in our hearts and
always remembered by his
wife, children, grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
ABRAHAM
DREMAN
who passed away
January 5, 1992
29 days in Tevet

Wonderful memories keep
you ever near.

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife
Esther and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
GOLDIE

KAUFMAN
who passed away
January 23, 1980
5 Days in Shevat

Nothing can ever take away
The love a heart holds dear,
Fond memories linger every day
Remembrance keeps her near.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family and
friends.

In Memoriam

GORDON
KEMEL

who passed away
January 30, 1963
5 Days in Shevat

In mind, a constant thought,
In heart, a silent sorrow.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit
In loving memory of
JAY LEMER

who passed away
January 20, 2001

— Always remembered, never
forgotten by your loving
mother, brothers and family.

In loving memory of
SAUL LESZCZ

who passed away
January 9, 2005
28 Days in Tevet

Always in our hearts and
thoughts.
— Your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
BRIAN

MARGOLIS
who passed away

February 23, 2007
4 Days in Shevat

— Heartbroken by your
absence, always loved and
forever missed by  your wife,
mother, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SONIA

NIMCHONOK
who passed away
January 26, 1990
1 Day in Shevat

— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MIREL STANDIL

who passed away
January 8, 1984
4 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her daughter,
grandchildren, great-grand-
children and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SONIA STEEL

who passed away
January 22, 1988
3 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and family
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In loving memory of our dear
father and

grandfather
SAM HENCEL

who passed away
January 30, 1987

29 Days in Tevet, 5747
Alwaysin our thoughts

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

6th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
DOV PERLOV

who passed away
January 24, 2004
1 Day in Shevat

— Forever loved and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

MORRIS
SCHECHTER

who passed away
January 24, 1993
3 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered by his
loving children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JOE SILVER

who passed away
February 5, 2005
5 Days in Shevat

— Forever in our hearts and
sadly missed by his wife Doris,
children Sharon and Brian,
son-in-law Murray Gitlin,
daughter-in-law Lorna Silver
and grandchildren, Jennifer,
Matthew and Marnie.

In Memoriam

17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of my
dear mother

ROSE STONE
who passed away
January 26, 1993
4 Days in Shevat

Kind, gentle, caring, and
understanding.
—Sadly missed by your
daughter Sheila, son-in-law
Roy, granddaughters and
great-granddaughters.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JANUARY 20

In loving memory of
ESTHER
BARSKY
who passed away
February 2, 1993
12 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their loving family.

MORRIS
CIPILINSKY

who passed away
February 5, 2006
7 Days in Shevat

FAYE
CIPILINSKY

who passed away
February 5, 1992

1 Day in Adar

In loving memory of
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
our beloved

ALLAN ERWIN
DINER

who passed away
February 8, 1998
12 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by your
loving wife Shirley, your
beloved children and
grandchildren and your
precious great granddaughter
named in your memory.
YOUR SPIRIT LIVES ON

IN OUR HEARTS

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
BEVERLY
FLEISHER
who passed away
January 27, 2004
4 Days in Shevat

“Love is not love which  alters
when it alteration finds”

-W.S.
Sonnet 116

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your husband
Sidney, children, grandchil-
dren, brothers, friends and
family.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
FANNY

GLESBY
who passed away
January 29, 1996
8 Days in Shevat

Always in our thoughts
And forever in our hearts
— Your 4 daughters,
7 granddaughters, 7 great-
granddaughters and dad's
namesake, Ike.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ARCHIE HECHT

who passed away
January 29, 2004
6 Days in Shevat

—Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved father, grandfather

and great-grandfather
MAURICE
KLEIMAN
who passed away
January 16, 1997
8 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your family.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
TOBY

KOFFMAN
who passed away
January 22, 2003
20 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchild.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
FRED

LACOVETSKY
who passed away
January 30, 2004
8 Days in Shevat

Always in our hearts
and thoughts
— Sadly missed by his loving
wife, children, grandchildren
and great-granddaughters.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
RHONA LAZAR

who passed away
January 31, 2001

8 days in Shevat, 5761
She remains an influence for
good, for all who loved her.
— Remembered with love by
her children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JACK

MARKSON
who passed away
January 26, 1995
26 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
BARBARA

NEPON
who passed away
January 9, 2003
8 days in Shevat

— Forever remembered by
your mother Pearl and family.

More
memoriams on

next page



By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN

This Shabbat’s Sidra (Va’Era) describes how the enslave-
ment of the Jewish Nation in Egypt began to crumble with
the Ten Plagues. The first of these plagues was Blood; the
waters of the Nile River changed to blood.

There most certainly was a “Plan of Action”, a system
and reasoning behind the order in which these ten
plagues occurred. Why it that the very first plague was
Blood?

Egypt was the most powerful world power at that time.
Its empire and influence extended over the entire civi-
lized world. The source of Egyptian wealth and prosperi-
ty was the Nile River. 

Each year the Nile overflowed into the Egyptian Delta
bringing rich fertile soil. The Egyptian response to this was
to treat the Nile River as a deity; they bowed to the river
and worshipped it. And they imposed cruel slavery on the
Jews, forcing them to become a peg in the wheel of the
Egyptian economy.

The first plague was to demonstrate that the supreme
power was not the economic wealth of the Nile. The
supreme power is that of G-d, who gives life to all and
desires what is just and kind. So the Nile River was trans-
formed to a curse rather than a blessing, to convey this
very important lesson.

Why though was the Nile changed to blood? Chassidic
Philosophy explains this beautifully:

A nation in exile loses part of its identity. The spiritual
meaning of Exile is assimilation and the beginning of
assimilation is apathy. 

Jewish youth that were taught Hebrew language and
culture but never experienced the excitement of learning
Torah with passion and love, will be bored and apathetic
about Jewish issues. And that cold indifference breeds
assimilation.

Water is a coolant,
so water is the sym-
bol of being cool
and indifferent.
Blood is the symbol
of life and warmth.
That is why the first
step towards leading
the Jews out of exile,
was to transform the
cold waters of the
Nile into a river of
blood and to replace
cold apathy with life
and warmth.

A Jew that knows nothing about the beauty of Jewish life
will give it all up for nothing, because he thinks that he
has nothing to lose. But when Jewish life is imbued with
passion, warmth and life, it grows ever stronger and
stronger.

There is a cute Jewish story that illustrates this point. East
European Jews lived in extreme poverty. Times were bad
and becoming worse by the day. Two storekeepers met
and shared their woes. One said that people are short on
cash so they buy on credit and leave the store with no
cash. He decided to offer a discount to those who pay
upfront.

The other storekeeper replied, “My system is exactly the
opposite. Those who buy on credit get a discount. In fact,
I let them buy for free.”

”Why in the world would you do that?” asked the first
storekeeper. “Simple,” said his friend. “Most people never
pay what they owe. By discounting the price and charg-
ing them nothing, I cut my losses to nothing!”

This cute joke tells us quite a bit about why many Jews
embrace cultures that seem shallow as compared to the
depth and beauty of Judaism. Why would any person of
sound mind give away riches for nothing?

It is because, unfortunately, many of these people
haven’t a clue about richness of Jewish life, so in their
minds they trade away nothing for nothing.

We can build buildings and institutions that are avail-
able to serve the needs of the next generation, but how do
we ensure that the next generation will identify them-
selves as Jews and be there to fill those institutions? 

It is by only cultivating a generation of knowledgeable
Jews. 

We can do that by teaching Judaism in depth, including
real Jewish classics such as Talmud and Chassidic philos-
ophy.

22 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, January 13, 2010

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father and

grandfather
DAVID NEPON

who passed away
January 29, 1988
10 Days in Shevat

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his loving
wife Gert, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
HARRY

OFFMAN
who passed away
February 5, 1998
10 days in Shevat

Wonderful memories
keep you forever near.
— Forever loved and
remembered by his children
Sarah and Jack,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
FAYE SETTLER

who passed away
January 21, 2004
27 Days in Tevet

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by her family and
friends.

In Memoriam

Torah comment/advice

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
BEN

SILVERMAN
who passed away
January 24, 1977
6 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife
Marion, daughters Linda and
Leslee, sons-in-law Brian and
David and granddaughter
Rachel.

V’Era: The cultural exchange

Ask Your Jewish Fairy Godmother 
Your Jewish Fairy Godmother is available to anyone with a ques-

tion about coping with contemporary life. She’s clever. She’s wise.
She’s relentless. She cares. And she’s on your side. Everybody needs
one. 

Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:
I’ve been single for about three years. Some dating but no one spe-

cial. Recently I met a friend for lunch; she’d bumped into a client
while waiting for me. We all stood around chatting for a bit before

he peeled off. I didn’t pay too much attention to him, other than getting his vitals (profes-
sional, once divorced, one grown child). I didn’t think too much about it until I got a call
from him last night to ask me out. That part’s fine, as I might in fact want to date him. But it
was clear in the conversation that my friend had told him far more about me (I’m talking
vivid details, not broad strokes) than I would ever have disclosed on a first date conversa-
tion, all without even telling me that he’d asked for my number. I feel a little vulnerable with
him and definitely angry with her, who said she “just wanted to surprise me.” Do I proceed
or back away?

More than Surprised

Dear More than Surprised:
Blame her more than him. For her I recommend a mix of education and appreciation, plus

a tablespoon of guilt. Appreciation because she really did you a favor by helping you meet
someone eligible and potentially interesting. Unfortunately her enthusiasm went way over-
board, in a troublesome and invasive way. Clearly she has boundary issues. Make it very
clear to her, for now and the future, what’s okay to say and what’s off limits. Okay might
include a little more than name, rank, and serial number (or in this case, job, divorces, and
children). But part of the fun of dating is learning someone’s stories from them, especially
because their personal history is theirs to share. And in her urge to sell you, she robbed you
of both privacy and fun.

That said, think of it as research instead of prying. Don’t hold it against him. Instead, try to
be playful when you do connect. Say though your friend has given him many headlines,
you’re not sure she or he got it right since you weren’t part of the convo. Ask him to match
you story for story, in part to level the playing field, and in part to correct any misinforma-
tion. Act like the proud and confident person you appear to be. The good news is that if she’s
blabbed any deep, dark secrets and he’s still interested, you may be onto a good new
prospect.

A Nosh of Jewish Wisdom: What three people know is no secret.

By

THE JEWISH 
FAIRYGODMOTHER



While January
remains cold and
snowy we continue
to look for food that
nourish, make us
feel well and espe-
cially help us pre-
vent the onset of
catching the flu or a

cold. I try to use as many of the green veg-
etables that are available at this time. I will
have a cup of greens a day because I have
been taught that the green vegetable will give
me the extra calcium, fiber and some of those
omegas and antioxidants that are beneficial.
Boy, that sounds technical. 

Actually, Health Canada says that at meal
time 3/4 of your plate should be filled with
vegetables with the remaining 1/4 filled with
protein. I try to not shy away from those new
greens that I may never have been exposed to
as a child, but I have become adventurous.
Greens such as rapini, dandelion and
Chinese greens are a few that would recom-
mend. 

Each Sunday I shop for my “greens” and
cook them all which lasts for the 4 working
days of the week. When I get home from
work and hungry all I need to prepare is the
protein and voila I have a meal. If you are
beginning the New year trying to think of
ways to improve your health why not try
some greens, you may begin to notice a
whole new energy level. It worked for
Popeye, it may also work for you.

* * *
WILTED GREENS WITH WARM

BALSAMIC VINEGAR
Serves 4

2 lbs collard, mustard or turnip greens,

1 tbsp. olive oil
1/2 yellow onion chopped
1 or 2 cloves garlic minced
1/2 cup vegetable stock or broth
1 tbsp balsamic vinegar
1/4 tsp fresh ground pepper

Wash and clean all the greens. Bring a
saucepan 3/4 full of water to boil.

Stir in greens and wait for 30 seconds.
Drain and rinse immediately with cold water.
Squeeze the greens to remove excess water.
Chop the greens coarsely and set aside.

In a large frying pan over medium heat add
the olive oil and garlic and onion and sauté 6
minutes.

Add the chopped greens and the vegetable
stock and stir till greens are tender and most
of the stock has evaporated. Add the balsam-
ic and season with pepper. Serve hot.

* * *
BROCCOLI RAPINI

This is a great green but it does have a
strong bite.

The entire vegetable should be a nice fresh
green color with tight broccoli buds. The
leaves should not look wilted and no yellow
flowers on the buds. If the stalks are thick
then they must be trimmed off. The entire
head and leaves are coarsely chopped and
rinsed in water. Broccoli rapini cooks down
so I use one bought bunch which gives me 4
servings. In a saucepan on medium heat add
1 tbsp olive oil and heat. Add 2-3 minced
cloves fresh garlic and stir.

Add the entire bunch of wet chopped rapi-
ni to the pan and stir together for a moment
and then place a lid on top. Let steam and
cook till tender for 3 to 4 minutes.

Some may prefer
to add some red

pepper flakes at the end of cooking for a
strong forceful taste.

* * *
KALE AND SWEET POTATO

Serves 4
4 yams peeled and cubed
1 cup chopped onion ( 1 medium)
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 tbsp. olive oil
2 tbsp rice wine vinegar
5 cups kale, cleanse washed and chopped (1
bunch)

Fill a pot 1/2 full water boil. Add the kale.
Simmer for about 4-5 minutes until the kale is
tender. Drain.

In a pan add oil and diced yams and onion.
Cover on medium heat cook till tender.
Watch that it does not burn. Fold in kale vine-
gar and garlic and cook down for another few
minutes. I find this dish also keeps four days
in the fridge.

* * *
BRUSSELS SPROUTS WITH LEMON

Serves 4
1 tbsp olive oil
2 shallots thinly sliced
1 lb. Brussels sprouts
2 tsp lemon zest
1/2 cup vegetable stock

Clean, wash Brussels sprouts and cut in
quarters

In a saucepan over medium heat add oil
and shallots and add the Brussels sprouts and
cook till browned.

Add the 1/2 cup vegetable stock and cook
down till tender. Add lemon zest. Add salt
and pepper to taste
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Recipes

Jo-Cast Placement Consulting Services
We need prospective employers, for our live-in
caregiver/nanny workers, to take care of your loved
ones. We can provide reliable, trustworthy live-in
caregiver/nanny workers. All back ground inf.
checked thoroughly.
 We also provide foreign live-in/nanny workers.
No fees charged to the employer for processing papers.

Please call Norma
589-5850

We require live-in caregiver or nanny.
$9.00/hr.-40hr.week (room & board will be deducted)

Please call Norma
589-5850

S E N I O R S  H O M E  C A R E

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through us and

receive Air Miles

Esther Weinstein
Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: wein@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Ask Your Jewish Fairy Godmother 
Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:

I’m a single mom with a 16-year old son. We have a great rela-
tionship. I’d like to take him traveling next summer: Europe,
Morocco, Thailand, we’re not sure yet but as many cool places as
we can explore together. How can I get him invested in this dream,
and also to help save for it? It’s really hard to say No every time he
asks to eat out or for move money?
Itchy Feet

Dear Itchy Feet:
Get a box that’s easy to put money into and hard to get it out of.

Even an empty Kleenex box will do. Every time either of you has a
discretionary decision to make about money, specially one you’d
make together, talk about delayed gratification (eat in instead of out,
see a cheapie instead of a new movie etc). You won’t win every
time, but look at alternatives. Put the money you “save” into the
box. Open a new bank account called Travel Fund with both your
names on it. (If you’re worried about solo access you can make it
double signature for withdrawal). Every month empty the money
from the box into the account and check the balance. Then ask your
son, Where’s your favorite destination this month? Label the box
with his country of current interest.

Use the public library to check out travel guides, especially the
kind that would appeal to young travelers. Rent DVDs and listen to
music from the cultures you’re interested in. Get him as invested in
this trip as you are, in every way you can.

A Nosh of Jewish Wisdom: How lovely is the sun after rain and
how lovely is laughter after sorrow.

www.YourJewishFairyGodmother.com: What does she do? What
do you need?  Motivation, Inspiration, Support, Problem-solving.
Send your questions to helen@yourjewishfairygodmother.com 

By

FRANCINE TELLER

January heats up with a strategy for the New Year



By GIL SHEFLER

NEW YORK (JTA) - As U.S. officials try to figure out how to improve
airport security in the aftermath of the failed Christmas Eve bombing
attempt of a Northwest Airlines flight to Detroit, many North
Americans are looking to Israel as a model. 

The New York Times opened a forum for readers to discuss the pros
and cons of Israeli airport security. The Toronto Star interviewed an
Israeli airport security expert who said the best way to nab a terrorist
is to “look them in the eye.” 

David Harris, executive director of the American Jewish Committee,
wrote a piece for The Huffington Post about the lessons U.S. airport
security officials can learn from their counterparts in Israel. 

“From the perspective of security, one is in a class by itself: Israel’s
Ben Gurion Airport,” Harris wrote. “In the wake of the thwarted ter-
rorist attempt on Northwest Flight 253, it’s time to revisit the Israeli
model, as other countries ask what more can be done to prevent such
near-catastrophes.” 

El Al, Israel’s national airline, has been the target of more attacks and

specific threats than any other airline in the world. After a number of
shootings and hijackings by terrorists during the late 1960s and early
1970s, the government-owned company introduced a set of stringent
security measures aimed at thwarting future terrorist attacks. 

The enhanced security extended to Ben Gurion International
Airport, which also had been the site of terrorist attacks. Security there
is comprised of a number of rings, only some of which are visible. 

Passenger profiling has been a major component of the security suc-
cess. Security officials question passengers before sending their lug-
gage and screen them based on their answers and backgrounds.
Passengers considered a potential risk are taken aside for further ques-
tioning and thoroughly searched. 

The Israeli approach has fueled the debate about whether it is nec-
essary for U.S. airports to introduce new security checkpoints and
sophisticated machinery, including full-body scanners. Whereas U.S.
airport security relies primarily on technology, the Israeli system relies
primarily on human intelligence and profiling. 

Passenger profiling by Israeli airport security has been criticized
heavily over the years. Many Arab passengers, including Arab Israelis,
have complained of being forced to undergo excessive and demean-
ing security checks. Israeli civil rights groups and Israeli-Arab law-
makers have petitioned Israel’s Supreme Court asking that it ban eth-
nicity-based profiling as discriminatory. 

The failed Northwest Airlines bombing attempt spurred U.S. officials
to institute new rules mandating special searches for passengers from
14 nations, raising the ire of U.S. civil liberties groups. 

Jennifer Laszlo Mizrahi, founder and head of The Israel Project, a
pro-Israel advocacy group, says profiling is not discriminatory. On the
contrary, she says, in Israel it has benefited both Jews and Arabs. 

Laszlo Mizrahi draws a parallel with the West Bank security fence,
which she credits with drastically reducing terrorist attacks in Israel. 

“The security fence has also been criticized but has saved lives on
both sides, just like the airport measures have saved lives on both
sides,” she told JTA. “There are plenty of Arab citizens that are also
being protected by these security measures. They may be inconvenient
but if they save lives, the end result is worth it.”

Should Israel be a model for U.S. airport security? 

Israel analysis
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Tu B'Shevat
Family Celebration

Sunday,

Jan31,
11:00 am - 1:00 pm

20
10

Rady Jewish Community Centre  I 123 Doncaster Street  I 477-7510  I www.radyjcc.com

New 
Time

Celebrate 

Tu B'Shevat at the

Rady JCC's fun-filled 

celebration!

11:00 am - 11:45 am    
Musical Performance

The Fink 
Posen Band
Join The Fink Posen Band 
for an entertaining program 
of music, and songs.

11:45 am - 1:00 pm
Nature Crafts, Games, Inflatable 

Bouncers, Face Painting and Refreshments

Shayla Fink
Kinzey Posen
Ariel Posen
Avi Posen

Everyone 

is welcome

FREE for Members

$5 per Family for 

Non-Members

Some have encouraged U.S. airport officials to look at Israeli securi-
ty techniques as they plan to improve their own screening process,
seen here at Denver International Airport in 2009. Dan Paluska /
Creative Commons.

Iraq to sue over ’81 Osirak reactor attack 
(JTA) - Iraq is planning to sue Israel for bombing its nuclear reac-

tor at Osirak nearly three decades ago. 
Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki has instructed his foreign min-

istry to find out from the United Nations whether it can receive
compensation from Israel. Israel’s Air Force bombed the reactor,
which had not yet gone online, in 1981. 

A U.N. resolution passed at the time condemned Israel’s attack
and determined that Iraq had a right to demand compensation, the
Jerusalem Post reported. 

Baghdad has demanded that the United Nations establish a com-
mittee to assess the damage caused by Israel’s attack so it can cal-
culate the appropriate amount of compensation. 


