
By BERNIE BELLAN
You have to hand it the organizers of

“Limmud’ – the “Festival of Jewish
Learning” that was held at the Asper
Campus (primarily in classrooms in the
Gray Academy) the weekend of
February 25-26: They made sure that
anyone attending was extremely well
fed. But, what else would you expect
from a Jewish festival?

Now, given my penchant for irrever-
ence, that’s how I decided I wanted to
start this overview of what Limmud
had to offer but, if you read on, you’ll
see that Limmud was a mostly serious
affair (noshing aside), that drew quite a
large crowd.

There were three of us from The
Jewish Post & News covering an assort-
ment of speakers – Rebeca Kuropatwa,
Myron Love, and myself. Given that
there were over 50 presentations, it
would have been impossible to report
on them all, but what follows - on this and
other pages in this issue - is a snapshot of
some of the presentations, with the idea of
giving readers some of the flavour of what
went on.

The first major presentation – on Saturday
night, was given by Benyamin Cohen in the
Berney Theatre (and repeated the next
morning), entitled: ‘Moses in a
Megachurch, or “My Jesus Year” ’.

Cohen, a native of Atlanta, described him-
self as the “orthodox son of a rabbi who
spent a year going to church”. In explaining
what led him to spend a year going to 52
different churches, Cohen said that, as a
Jew, he had been doing things “robotical-
ly…prayer was not a meaningful, spiritual
experience…I wasn’t jazzed about my
Judaism.”

The food at Limmud was really good!

Canadian Friends of Hebrew University,
Winnipeg Chapter is pleased to announce that
Yude Henteleff, C.M., Q.C., LL.D. (Hon.) is being
honoured for his many years of community ser-
vice on April 30th at a reception at the Hotel Fort
Garry. 

Mr. Henteleff, a lawyer, human rights advocate,
ardent environmentalist, and champion of special
needs individuals, has been involved with the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, since the 1960’s.
He is an Honourary Governor of the University
and past President of the Winnipeg Chapter.

“Many Hebrew University heavyweights came
from Winnipeg. Max Steinkopf, Justice Samuel
Freedman, Izzy Asper, Harold Buchwald, and
Yude Henteleff – all Winnipeggers – helped shape
Canadian support for Israel’s premier university,”
said Faith Kaplan, Winnipeg Chapter President.
“Yude Henteleff was president when I first became
involved with the CFHU Professional and
Business Division 25 years ago. His commitment
and conviction were inspiring. I cannot think of a
more fitting recipient of the Bronfman Medal for
Meritorious Service by the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem.

Honourary co-chairs Gail Asper and Dee
Buchwald are enthusiastic about the upcoming
event. “Yude is part of our family, and has been since he, “Bucky” and
Dad were partners in Buchwald, Asper, Henteleff. We also greatly
appreciate his exemplary volunteerism and dedication to others and
to us. His respect and support for the Hebrew University of Jerusalem
and his tireless work on behalf of the Canadian Museum for Human
Rights are an inspiration to me every day,” said Gail. “I am thrilled to
be involved with recognizing Yude’s selflessness. He and Harold were
dear friends, and a true example of the meaning of tzedakah. This
evening is long overdue,” added Dee.

Friends and colleagues wishing to honour Yude may do so through
the Yude Henteleff Mishpatim Scholarship Fund at the Hebrew
University. 

“Mishpatim is a new educational partnership between the University

of Manitoba law school and Hebrew University. It is
a four week credit course in human rights, indige-
nous rights, immigration, entrepreneurship, patent
and business law offered to U of M students through
Hebrew U’s Rothberg School. Students tour Israel,
meet with social activists, immigrants, foreign work-
ers, business entrepreneurs, and specialists in law
while studying the history of Modern Israel and it’s
challenges in forging a working democracy in a
region fraught with tension and danger. Last year’s
inaugural class was very enthusiastic, and this year’s
class of 24 students filled up in less than a day.
CFHU offers a substantial scholarship to enable all
interested students to take this course, and I am hon-
oured to associate my name with this program,” said
Yude Henteleff. 

Bryan Schwartz, U of M faculty and CFHU board
member responsible for developing Mishpatim adds:
“This program is unique in the world, and provides
(mostly non-Jewish) law and business students with
a once in a lifetime opportunity to get in close to the
most dynamic and exciting country in the world. We
hope it will become a national program in the next
number of years.”

Ralph Appelbaum, internationally renowned
museum designer of the Washington Holocaust
Museum and lead consultant on the Canadian

Museum for Human Rights, is the keynote speaker for this tribute. Mr.
Applebaum, who is a friend and colleague of Mr. Henteleff’s through
their shared involvement in the Canadian Museum Rights, will be
speaking on the challenges of the unique characteristics of the muse-
um in advancing the cause of human rights in all ways. 

Space is limited, and this event will be Mr. Applebaums’ first “pub-
lic” speaking event. Tickets for the Henteleff tribute are available by
calling the Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University office at 942-
3085, or by emailing szalik@cfhu.org.

For more information, contact Sharon Zalik, Executive Director,
Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University Winnipeg Chapter, at 204-
942-3085, or szalik@cfhu.org
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Presenters from the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem and University of Manitoba at a panel
Feb. 26 discussing new discoveries made by
researchers from both schools working in tan-
dem (l-r): Dr. Abraham Feinsod (Hebrew U); Dr.
Brent Schacter (moderator); Dr. Adrienne
Meyers (U of M); Sharon Zalik (Exec. Dir.
CFHU, Winnipeg; and Dr. Geoff Hicks (U of M). 



(all stories by MYRON LOVE)

Rabbi analyzes women in Book of Esther 
With Purim beginning this week, a look

at the women in Megillat Esther was a fit-
ting subject for Rabbi Moshe Edelman to
discuss during one of his Limmud presen-
tations the weekend before last here.

The Director of Leadership
Development for the United Synagogue
Movement and a frequent Yom Tov con-
gregational leader in Toronto wanted to
speak about the Book of Esther, he said.
Most people who come to shul for the
Megillah reading come unprepared.

“Most people know when to make
noise,” he noted, “but not much else.”

He urged all synagogues to organize
group study of Esther (as well as the Books
of Ruth, Lamentations and Ecclesiastes
and the Song of Songs) a couple of weeks
before the appropriate holiday. 

Edelman spoke of the three women in
the Purim story. Of course, Esther the
queen is the heroine and one of the central players. She owed her sta-
tus however, Edelman noted, to her predecessor, Vashti, who lost her
place for refusing the king’s drunken order to appear naked - or so the
Talmudic authorities suggest - at a banquet the king was throwing. 

The role of Esther is interesting, the Rabbi noted. How old was she
when she became Ahasueras’s bride - 15?...17? Did she have to pass
an “intimacy test”? Did Mordechai somehow have something to do
with his niece becoming queen because he was a prophet and fore-
saw Haman’s future machinations? Was he a leader in the Jewish com-
munity? Or was he simply someone who happened to hang around
the court gleaning information? None of that is specified.

The only other woman who is identified in the story is Zeresh,
Haman’s wife. She has a small part to play. When Haman comes
home pumped up about the honour that the King and Queen are
going to bestow on him, Zeresh and his friends cheer him on and sug-
gest that he build the gallows to hang Mordechai. 

Growing up Jewish in Kenya set Winnipegger
apart from mainstream

As many Jews throughout the world can
attest, it is often not easy being Jewish. For
further confirmation, just ask Jon
Ngindiru, who grew up in a family and
community in Kenya whose members live
lives based on strict observance of Jewish
laws and observances 

Ngindiru noted that while many of their
neighbours did come to respect his fami-
ly’s religious observances and beliefs, he
experienced his share of misery growing
up.

“When I was five years old, one of my
best friends, who was Catholic, said that I
killed Jesus”, Ngindiru recounted with
humour. “I didn’t know what he was talk-
ing about. After I saw the statue of Jesus
on the cross in his house, I chastised him
for accusing me of killing Jesus. How
could I have killed Jesus when he was
there in my friend’s house?”

Ngindiru’s immediate family was also
alienated from most of its extended fami-
ly, whose members weren’t Jewish. Ngindiru’s father had been a
Pentecostal preacher before choosing to practice Judaism shortly after
Jon was born.

The Ngindiru family is from the Kikuyu tribe, about 3,000 of whose
members practice Judaism in Kenya today. The move to Judaism was
started by a gentleman by the name of Batya - currently the group’s
spiritual leader - who, with some friends, discovered Judaism some 40
years ago.

“They did some reading about Judaism while in high school and
became interested,” Ngindiru said. “They were able to make contact
with some Jews in Israel and began converting others.”

Jon Ngindiru went through a formal conversion here through Rabbi
Larry Lander of Congregation Etz Chayim, which the young Kenyan
attends, and where he has been very well received.

Eli Rubenstein delivers life lessons
through story-telling

Limmud Winnipeg presenter Eli
Rubenstein is a master story teller who
held his audience’s attention the week-
end before last with tales that were some-
times humorous, but more often poignant
and inspiring.

“All the stories I tell are true,” said the
Toronto-based National Director of
March of the Living and spiritual leader of
Congregation Habonim, “and some of
them may have actually happened.” 

One of the first stories he told con-
cerned the great Moses Mendelsohn, the
founder of the Haskalah (the 19th century
Jewish enlightenment). Mendelsohn had
one of the most brilliant minds of his gen-
eration and was well regarded by the
intelligentsia throughout Europe. He was
not however blessed with good looks. He
was also a hunchback.

The story goes that a “shidduch” (wedding arrangement) had been
made for the young Mendelsohn with the daughter of a prominent
Jewish family in Berlin. She took one look at him and fainted.

“He asked everyone to clear the room and he told his bride-to-be
about a dream he had had the night before,” Rubenstein recounted.
“He was about to be born and the angels granted him three wishes.
His first wish was to be the most brilliant man of his time.

“His second wish was to get a sneak preview of his future bride. The
angel refused. After much arguing back and forth and the soon-to-be
married Mendelsohn demanding to see the Master of the Universe, the
angel relented and allowed him a peek. He was quite unimpressed, to
put it kindly. The angel made him see how superficial he was being.

“So, he told his future wife, for my third wish, I asked the angel to
transfer my future wife’s ugliness to me and make her beautiful.”

And they lived happily ever after.
In Jewish folk tales, the listener is supposed to put himself in the

shoes of the character in the story, Rubenstein explained. “We are sup-
posed to feel empathy for the character,” he explained, “that his strug-
gles mirror our struggles and realize that we are not alone.

“There is also often a moral to the story.”

Israeli Arab entrepreneurs at disadvantage in
Israel, says Israeli Jewish advocate

This may still come as news to “pro-
Palestinian activists” but there are just
over 1 million Arab (Moslem, Christian,
Druze and Bedouin) citizens of Israel and,
Limmud Winnipeg speaker Shlomo
Weinish reported, poll after poll finds that
over 80% would rather remain citizens of
the Jewish state - with all the benefits that
offers - than live under the rule of the PA
or Hamas in their own “independent”
country.

“Most Israeli Arabs want to be produc-
tive Israeli citizens,” said Weinish, a for-
mer “shaliach” (to Minneapolis) and
municipal planner in northern Israel.

Having said that though, Weinish
observed that, as a minority, Israel’s Arab
citizens do face numerous drawbacks  -
some the result of their own culture and
others because of their minority status and
the security situation.

“Most Israeli Arabs live in the Galilee,”
Weinish noted, “and many attend the
Technion and earn PH.D.s. Most of those
Ph.D.s end up teaching in high school, frustrated because they can’t
get better paying jobs in high tech firms. That’s because of security
considerations and because there is a glass ceiling for Israeli Arabs in
many companies.”

But there are also other issues holding back Arab Israeli entrepre-
neurs. There is the matter of lack of connections for most of them from
not having served in the IDF. There is also the matter of having to learn
English - the language of high tech - as a third language after Arabic
and Hebrew. 

There are also cultural issues. Weinish pointed out that it is not so
easy for Arab Israelis to pick up and leave their extended families and
communities to move somewhere else for work. (They would most
likely commute rather than relocate, he said.)
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RABBI MOSHE
EDELMAN: most peo-
ple who come to shul
for the Megillah read-
ing come unprepared.

ELI RUBENSTEIN: “All
the stories I tell are
true, and some of them
may have actually hap-
pened.”

SHLOMO WEINISH: “I
am a Zionist. But I
strongly believe that it
is of utmost importance
that the minority has
the same rights as the
majority. That is neces-
sary to strengthen our
Jewish state.”

JON NGINDIRU:
“When I was five years
old, one of my best
friends, who was
Catholic, said that I
killed Jesus.”



By MYRON LOVE 
Is there much anti-Semitism in

Winnipeg? 
Although the issue was the sub-

ject of a panel discussion on
Monday, February 27, co-spon-
sored by B’nai Brith Canada-
Midwest Region and the Jewish
Heritage Centre of Western
Canada, at the Berney Theatre,
there was no clear answer to the
question. Certainly there were
no statistics produced or anecdo-
tal evidence to suggest that anti-
Semitism is a serious concern
here.

And while the panelists are all
knowledgeable in their fields,
they were also all over the map –
literally and figuratively.

There was some reference by
panelists to an incident at Oak
Park High school in November in
a case where a high school stu-
dent with neo-Nazi leanings
singed the hair of a Jewish
female student, accompanied by
anti-Semitic remarks. There was
a second student involved as
well. In another incident earlier
this year, five students attending
Murdoch MacKay High School flashed a
photo of themselves on Facebook in front of
a car with racist and anti-Semitic words and
symbols etched into the dust and dirt of the
car.

As both panelists Belle Millo (Chair of the
Freeman Family Foundation Holocaust
Education Centre) and Winnipeg Police
Services Sargent Ron Johansson (creator of
the WPS Diversity Unit) agreed, these inci-
dents were isolated cases and – certainly in
the latter case – were more of a testimony to
ignorance than any malice. 

Johansson noted that when teens commit
acts which can be considered anti-Semitic or
racist, they are surprised that the actions are
considered racist or anti-Semitic.

Millo expressed her shock at seeing how
little many high school students know about
history in general, let alone the Holocaust.
She observed that while history courses are
still on the curriculum in Manitoba schools,
the courses are usually an option rather than
a requirement.

As for teaching the Holocaust, she noted,
that is up to the individual teacher. “There are
resources available for teaching the
Holocaust and some incredibly talented
teachers who are doing units on the subject,”
she noted, “but not enough.”

“Through the Freeman Foundation Centre’s
annual symposium (which draws more than
2,000 high school students) and our ongoing
work in the schools, we educate up to 5,500
students a year,” Millo said. “Many students
are shocked to learn what took place in the
Holocaust from speakers who were their age
at that time and that events similar to the
Shoah are still happening today.”

Millo pointed to the internet as the source
for many young people’s erroneous informa-
tion about the Holocaust and the source for
anti-Semitic lies. “Most parents are horrified
to find out what their kids are up to,” she said.

While speaking in general of hate incite-
ment rather than anti-Semitism in particular,
Sean Byrne, Director of the Mauro Centre for
Peace and Justice, reported that there are over
4,000 white supremacist organizations and
70,000 skinheads world wide, most of whom
undoubtedly have internet sites.

Are skinheads and white supremacist
groups a problem in Winnipeg? If they are.
They have attracted little or no public atten-
tion.

Byrne spoke of the rationales for the growth
in hate crimes around the world and respons-
es that communities and individuals can
come up with to counter racism and anti-
Semitism.

The major source of anti-Semitism in the
world today is emanating from the Muslim
World. Yude Henteleff, the MC for the
evening, spoke of the showing of a series
on Egyptian television promoting the
“Protocols of the Elders of Zion” which
has long been discredited in the West as a

piece of czarist era fiction. Israel was
accused of being responsible for the
attacks on the Twin Towers on September
11, 2001; of training sharks to attack
tourists on Egypt’s beaches; of stealing
organs from Palestinian prisoners; and
many other such grotesque deeds, claims
that are accepted as gospel throughout
much of the Moslem world.

This type of anti-Israel (if not anti-
Semitic slander) shows up in Winnipeg in
the form of the by now annual Israeli
Apartheid Week, a topic panelist David
Matas addressed in his presentation.
Matas, a world-renowned human rights
advocate, noted that he was heavily
involved in fighting against apartheid in
South Africa and pointed out that in no
way does Israel resemble apartheid South
Africa. 

Two of the questions for the panelists
following their presentations were
addressed to Matas. He was asked if it was
possible to criticize Israel without being
called anti-Semitic. Matas responded that

one can have legitimate differ-
ences with specific Israeli gov-
ernment policies but added that
Israel Apartheid Week is pure
anti-Israel (and anti-Semitic) pro-
paganda.

“I don’t mind discussing the
issue,” he said. But, he added,
those behind Israel Apartheid
Week aren’t interested in dia-
logue. From their topics, it is
clear that their minds are made
up.

Millo added that she attended
one of the Israel Apartheid Week
programs last year and when she
tried to ask a question and pre-
sent an opposing view, she was
rudely cut off and silenced.

Is Winnipeg affected in other
ways by this resurgence of anti-
Semitism and hate in the world?
Sgt. Johansson did note the
importance of being aware of
where the many new immigrants
in the province are coming from
in the sense that some of them
undoubtedly bring their preju-
dices with them.

“We need to educate the mem-
bers of our community – both

newcomers and long established residents,
and encourage them to co-operate in our
efforts to combat hate crimes,” he said. 

“The reality is that it can be a frustrating
process and a difficult task prosecuting hate
crimes. While we do the best we possibly can
with the tools and resources we have, we
need the ongoing co-operation of the public.” 
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Contemporary patterns of anti-Semitism in Winnipeg shed little light on the subject
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Panelists in the discussion of anti-Semitism
From left to right: Belle Millo (Chair, Freeman Family Foundation
Holocaust Education Centre of the Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada); Staff Sgt. Ron Johansson (Manager of the 911
Communication Centre, Winnipeg Police Service); Sean Byrne
(Director, Mauro Centre for Peace and Justice); David Matas, C.M.
(Senior Legal Counsel, B’nai Brith Canada) and Yude Henteleff,
C.M.,Q.C.,LL.D (Hon.) (Moderator).

Two of the questions for the
panelists following their presen-
tations were addressed to Matas.
He was asked if it was possible
to criticize Israel without being

called anti-Semitic.



Short takes

4 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, March 7, 2012

We receive a fair bit of reaction to stories that appear in our paper
and on our website in the form of letters and comments. Generally I
try and avoid editing any responses, except when some writers ask me
to correct spelling and grammar mistakes.

For that reason this particular issue has
more space than usual devoted to responses
from readers. I’m as interested in reading your
comments as anyone and, by now, if you
haven’t figured out that I’m quite willing to
print something that is highly critical of me,
you haven’t been reading the paper. Sure, I
don’t mind a good fight, but it’s only fair that
as someone who’s quite willing to “dish it
out”, I also be prepared to take my lumps.

On page 6 of this issue you can read a lengthy rebuttal from Harriet
Berkal to a piece that I published in our last issue which was entitled
“Simkin Centre unfairly tarnished”. Harriet was quite upset that her
response to my article didn’t appear in the same issue. To that I can
only answer that it’s not as easy to post a piece in a print publication
as it is on a website. That’s why, if you view our website occasionally,
you may see many articles that don’t appear in the newspaper.

While I can usually anticipate when a particular story is likely to
elicit a strong reaction, occasionally I’m taken by surprise at the level
of reaction to certain stories. Such was the case with a story that
appeared in our last issue about the canceled CBC show “Little
Mosque on the Prairie”. Before I decided to run that particular story –
which was highly critical of the CBC for airing a show that the writer
alleged didn’t feature a gay or a Jewish character – I entered into a
lengthy exchange with the writer, Mischa Popoff who, by the way, I
don’t know (although I have been receiving e-mails from him for quite
some time).

My concern with his story wasn’t whether he was accurate in stating
that the show never featured a gay or Jewish character; I rather thought
that was secondary to the question whether the CBC had continued to
produce a show well past the time another show with such poor rat-
ings would likely have been canceled. To me, that suggested the CBC
had a different agenda in continuing to air the show – which was to
curry favour with a Muslim audience. The fact that Popoff seems to
have been wrong in his conclusion that the show never featured a gay
or Jewish character seems to be irrelevant to the larger issue that could
have been the central thesis of his article: Does the CBC go out of its
way to appease certain minority groups?

Speaking of appeasing minority groups, something else was drawn
to my attention during the highly successful Limmud on March 25-26.

Many of the sessions
dealt with the issue of
“dialogue” – whether
among Jews or
between Jews, as a
group, and other
groups. 

Arie Lavy, who was
a presenter himself
during Limmud (See
story on page  24), in
his usual fractious
style, got himself into
a confrontation with
someone whose
name I won’t divulge,
but who is generally
regarded as the epito-
me of restraint.

It seems that Lavy
took exception to the
ongoing “Arab-Jewish
dialogue” that has
been fostered here in
recent years. Lavy
makes the quite valid
point that there are no
Israelis represented
on the Jewish side. He
also wonders how rel-
evant it is to have the
Arab side made up of
Arabs who do not
come either from
Israel or Palestine.

That got me to
thinking that Lavy’s
criticism makes
more than a little
sense. After all, isn’t
it more than slightly
presumptuous for
Jews born in
Winnipeg to be
“dialoguing” with
Arabs from coun-
tries that aren’t
directly affected by
any possible peace
agreement between
Israelis and
Palestinians about
what the nature of a
peace agreement
should be?

Frankly, from
what I know of most Israelis here in Winnipeg, they are not nearly so
ready to make concessions to peace as I, and other well-intentioned
but perhaps naïve Winnipeg Jews, are prepared to make on their
behalves.

I just thought I’d throw that out for consideration – and as yet anoth-
er admission of something about which I may have been misguided.

Now, while I may be confessing that things I may have written
myself or may have been written by others in this paper might need to
be revisited, I take some satisfaction in knowing that this paper has
been serving as a lightning rod for some very touchy issues in this
community. Whether it’s the never-ending story of problems at the
Simkin Centre; the controversy surrounding the building of  the
Canadian Museum of Human Rights; the Shaarey Zedek’s radical revi-
sions in certain of its traditional practices; or the acrimony that has
apparently existed between the Asper Campus and its tenants, The
Jewish Post & News has been willing to air a full discussion of the
issues.

Sure, at times it’s gossipy – sometimes lurid, but let’s not kid our-
selves – people are interested in reading about these stories. Do I seek
controversy for its own sake? Probably – but as I’ve written before in
this column – I could put everyone to sleep by trying to imitate other
Jewish newspapers, such as the Jewish establishement organ, The
Canadian Jewish News, or a paper that’s even more of a snoozer – the
Vancouver Jewish Independent.

We don’t offer knee-jerk support for the policies of whatever gov-
ernment is in power in Israel (as if I had to tell you that), much to the
chagrin of my good friend and principle columnist Myron Love.  I’m
not sure how many other Jewish papers feature regular contributions
from a Palestinian writer, but it’s all meant to stimulate thought, with-
out being overly pedantic (which so many other Jewish publications
tend to be).

In conversations with Jews who live in other cities, I often note a dis-
tinct jealousy of the vibrant discussion that takes place within our
community here. That’s why I was particularly frustrated by the posi-
tion that David Matas took at a recent panel on anti-Semitism (See
story on page 3.) I didn’t attend the event to cover it – I let Myron Love
do that. Rather, I wanted to hear whether there was anything new that
might be said about the subject of anti-Semitism. While I wasn’t par-
ticularly surprised that no one stood up to defend anti-Semitism…now
that would have been something, wouldn’t it…I get more than a little
frustrated at hearing Matas continue to repeat his suggestion that Israel
Apartheid Week ought to be barred from university campuses.

Sure, there’s a large component of anti-Semitism underlying the
motives of many of the individuals associated with IAW, but the fact
also is that many thoughtful Jews have been involved with IAW. As
someone who has attended more than a few IAW sessions over the
years – as much to learn what the arguments are, as anything, I would
never have suggested that anyone presenting a case that could not eas-
ily be construed as “anti-Semitic” be banned beforehand.

As I began this column by saying – we shouldn’t be afraid of a good
fight, so long as the language used  retains a level of respect for the
other side. A monolithic position that is intolerant of criticism is not
only undemocratic, it usually betrays a weak argument underlying that
position. So, keep those brickbats flying. They’re helping to keep this
paper lively.
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By

BERNIE BELLAN



Mr Bellan’s recent article disagreeing with press releases that the
Berkals put out misses the good work the Berkals have done and, for
which, we, as community should be thankful. Clearly, the standard of
care at the the Simkin Centre was not at the level that it should have
been. Patients suffered due to this lack of appropriate care. To argue
who said what is truly missing the boat. It is in all of our best interests
to ensure the Simkin Centre has the best care possible - just from a
self-interest point of view:  Where are most of us going to live should
be so lucky to live to a ripe old age.?

I have done research on Manitobans’ social attitudes.  We are a very
compliant society, more so than other provinces in Canada. With this
goes a lack of understanding of why transparency is in the interest of
all citizens. This short-sighted behaviour is particularly the case in
Manitoba where Jews continuously act against their own best inter-
ests. Bellan’s article is one of many such examples. Our Jewish insti-
tutions are not as open as say, those of institutions in Montreal,
Toronto or Vancouver. This  style of closed, dysfunctional management
has been to the detriment of the Simkin Centre and the Jewish com-
munity at large, for greater openness would ensure quality care. I
worked at the Baycrest Centre for seven years in a senior management
position. Baycrest is the jewel in residential care for  North American
Jewry!

We must rid ourselves of the notion that all that goes on in our com-
munity must be private. We no longer live in a shtetl. Wrongful behav-
iour occurred here and people suffered due to the neglectful patient
care that occured. As such, people must be held responsible for their

legally neglectful behaviour. This  is not like a personal conflict where
one can say: “Let’s just move on.” The loved ones of people in our
community died sooner than they might have if care was at the stan-
dard it should have been! Our trust in this institution’s caring for our
loved one was abused. Mr. Bellan wants bygones to be bygones! Sorry,
pal, the world no longer works that way - thank goodness that it does-
n’t ! We are not talking about a parking ticket!

We can say that the Berkals have done the community a favour,
hopefully by ensuring that excellent care will now be the norm at the
Simkin Centre. It can become a shining star in our community, but
that can only be done through judicious  decision making and by
owning up and accepting the  egregious errors of our past. The orga-
nization must let the shine sun in to allow for a transparent, open,  col-
laborative, community-based organization. That will require different
people and a radical change within our community to ensure that we
select a board that has the values of the new organizational culture
that must be developed for the centre to succeed. Transformational
leadership is required. Let us hope we have the wisdom and strength
to move in this direction. I for one honestly wonder whether we have
those things.

Transformational leaders are purported to inspire followers to con-
tribute beyond expectation (Bass & Avoilo, 1992; Yukl, 1994). These
leaders provide followers with a focus and commensurate levels of
support, involvement, and appreciation, designed to encourage the
follower to adopt the leader's vision as their own and be committed
to making it a reality (Bryman, 1992).

Organizational culture is defined as the deep-rooted beliefs, values,
and assumptions widely shared by organization members that power-
fully shape the identity and behavioral norms for the group.This is cur-
rently missing at the Simkin Centre. The centre must accept blame in
order to to move forward and it should certainly be held legally
responsible!

Rather than arguing who put out what press releases or who said
what, arguing among ourselves only perpetuates the errors of the past
and dictates a dysfunctional future for our community and the Simkin
Centre!

Alan Levy 
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Re: Simkin Centre unfairly tarnished (Feb. 22 issue)

Looking for a good dentist (and spouse)
Hi Bernie. In his article titled “The indefatigable Betty Rumberg

(Feb. 22nd edition of The Jewish Post & News) Gerry Posner
wrote that when Mrs. Rumberg met her future husband at the
University of Minnesota, he was studying dentistry. 

As a point of interest, at that time there was no dental faculty
here in Winnipeg. Dental students mostly pursued their studies in
Minneapolis, Edmonton or Toronto. I know that Dr. Jack Rosove,
of blessed memory, studied in Minneapolis, where he met his
wife, Rose Karlen. 

Do your readers know any other couples who met as did the
Rosoves and the Rumbergs?
Sharon Love

More comments next page...

Mistakes in article
The article “Little Intolerant Mosque on the Prairie” is weirdly

inaccurate in its claim that the CBC sitcom “Little Mosque on the
Prairie” never included a gay or Jewish character. It seems that
the author never actually watched the show. 

Nate, a recurrent character who kept trying to be Amaar’s best
friend and fantasized about Rayyan, was repeatedly identified as
Jewish. A memorable episode featured a visiting celebrity who
seemed to be beginning a romance with Baber until he spouted
anti-Jewish prejudices and she identified herself as a Jew. Also,
Fatima has stated that in the absence of a halal slaughterer in
town she gets meat from the kosher butcher. 

A gay lifeguard was featured in an episode about gender sepa-
ration and Islamic bathing suits, and later arranged to be married
to his same-sex partner at Mercy Anglican, sparking protests from
Baber. Not bad for a show whose major, and valuable, contribu-
tion to Canadian culture was its sympathetic and varied portray-
al of Canadian Muslims, not an overrepresented group in our
media.
Justin Jaron Lewis

Comment

Re: “Little intolerant mosque on the prairie”
I write to you regarding the disturbing and racist ‘comment’ arti-

cle in your 22 February issue; “Little intolerant mosque on the
Prairies”. I have chosen to ignore the fact that the author of this
piece, Mischa Popoff, doesn’t even appear to know the name of the
show he condemns (it’s “prairie”, not “prairies”) as there are far
more disturbing issues which I could not ignore. I understand that
your newspaper has a habit of publishing controversial and thought-
provoking writing. This is often commendable. But the
Islamophobic nonsense that makes up this article goes far beyond
controversial.

Most disturbing is Popoff’s seemingly unknowing (or perhaps sim-
ply uncaring) abuse of the worst anti-Semitic tropes in spewing his
Islamophobic racism. He notes that “They [the CBC, apparently]
failed to demonstrate that, on the whole, rank-and-file Muslims are
just as accepting of Jews and gays as the rest of us are.” Because,
you know, that kind of thing needs to be proven - we can’t just
assume that the vast majority of Muslims are just as tolerant as any
other Canadian. And of course, lest we forget that only ‘some’
Muslims are ‘evil’, he continues to note that “Reaching out to the
Muslim community must not under any circumstances EVER involve
turning a blind eye to the way some Muslims are intolerant of gays
and Jews.” But oh, gentle reader, don’t be alarmed, Popoff is quick
to reassure us that “most Muslims” aren’t “rabidly homophobic or
murderously anti-Semitic.” 

No, just the ones hiding under your bed, I guess.
The fact that the author of this piece appears to have missed the

irony in his bigotry would be amusing, if it were not so disturbing.
It was not so long ago that respectable columnists in respectable
newspapers explained to their respectable readers that ‘not all Jews
want to steal your money’ and that ‘the majority of Jews had no part
in killing Christ!, it was just a tiny minority’. 

And what of Popoff’s complaint that “Christians are always depict-
ed in a negative light [but] never Muslims.” I for one have difficulty
thinking of a single Muslim television or film character who was
portrayed as anything other than the ‘evil doer’ or at best - a moral-
ly questionable foil. Outside of ‘Little Mosque on the Prairie’, no
one can honestly claim that Muslims are always (or even often) por-
trayed positively in the media. Worse, the question appears to be
asking the same thing white supremacists ask every February - ‘Why
do we have black history month? What about white history month?’.

The language used in this article is grossly offensive. As Jews, we
have a responsibility - as historical victims of hate - to stand up for
today’s victims of hate and bigotry. In our own community, we have
seen incredibly vitriolic homophobic attacks in recent months and
little sympathy for our Muslim neighbours - in Winnipeg and around
the world. This is simply unacceptable.

In closing, I’d like to pass on a lesson my mother taught me. “If
you have nothing nice to say, don’t say anything at all.” 
Corey Shefman
Senior Editor
Canadian Journal of Human Rights:
an interdisciplinary journal of law and policy



It’s a sad day in our Jewish community, when the death of one  of
our elderly, who was neglected by the HOME and found guilty of
such, by the Protection of Persons in Care Office report (PPCO), is
being swept under the carpet.

Had it not been for the lobbying efforts of our delegation, there
would have been no discussion of any shortcomings at the Home, to
date. How many more critical incidents will it take to implement REAL
change at that facility- which my father NEVER wanted to go to.

Contrary to other published comments, Rabbi Berkal’s name, along
with Mrs. Peck’s - who died exactly one year to date from each other
- both rushed to the Victoria Hospital, is being associated with the
IMPROVEMENT of the facility. They both died tragic deaths. Our
efforts are clearly focused on the improvement of the HOME and not
just on paper.

The Jewish Post & News suggests that we’ve distorted what the
Crown’s office did with this investigation.  We take complete excep-
tion with that. The News Release issued was based entirely upon the
following email from the Crown and from our meeting with her.

COLLEEN MCDUFF:
“All members of the public will be told the same thing, that the

Crown has intervened and stayed proceedings pending further inves-
tigation.  If this is to be done properly this is how things proceed.  The
file has gone to the Homicide Unit.  I have provided all your contact
information and once the file is assigned to investigators I expect each
of you will be contacted regarding the information you can provide.

Colleen McDuff
Supervising Senior Crown - Domestic Violence Unit
Manitoba Prosecutions Service

For the record, we asked for the file and Colleen McDuff REFUSED
to give it to us. There must be legal notations within it - not intended
for us to see.

It speaks for itself.  The file now sits with the Major Crimes Division
of The Winnipeg Police - a contact that she initiated and I doubt very
much that the Crown would have “facilitated” the sending of the file
over to the police if it lacked merit.  The Winnipeg Police should have
been called in to investigate Mrs. Peck’s death as soon as the hospital
labeled it a critical incident and called in the PPCO.  Ms. McDuff
commented early on that she was surprised that there was not an
inquest into the death by the Medical Examiner’s Office.

It is never too late to gather answers to the truth about what hap-
pened to Mrs. Peck. And Bill Brownstone has issued a statement say-
ing the Home welcomes the Police investigation.  They should - as
how else will they improve if no accountability is sought?

There was no embellishment of the news release and we demand a
retraction from the POST, who vacillates weekly on where they stand
on this issue.

As a community, ask yourself why the HOME employs a PR person
– do other Homes? And why is it that they have the money for full-
page promotional ads at this time (in this publication) as well as going
on a retreat, while there are no monies for residents to have regular
recreation during evenings and on weekends, no taking the residents
to the Israeli Pavilion during Folklorama, etc.?

Where is the priority for those who built our shules and communi-
ties?   

And, we are not the first group to have questioned what is going on
at the HOME.  This has happened repeatedly over their history. We
have just come the farthest in our perseverance to see real and effec-
tive change - which is on paper only at this time.  

As taxpayers alone, we should all be questioning where the
Government’s contribution to the Home of $12M goes? As Jews, we
should be questioning how certain things are allowed to happen such
as the removal of deceased bodies in body bags through the front
foyer, blood sugars not being tested on a frequent and regular basis for
diabetics, the employment of doctors who have had former discipli-
nary actions, etc.  Does all this sit well with the community?  We are
the next generation up and if things are not properly mended NOW –
pray you have the resources to stay at your respective homes as long
as you can. But the reality is that not all of us can do that - it becomes
very costly.

I guess you have to have witnessed some of the abuses and won dis-
ciplinary action against three Licensed Practical Nurses at The Sharon
Home to see what kind of practices have happened there.

Our Delegation of Concerned Families has worked tirelessly to
make improvements in the quality of care at the Sharon Home.  Our
efforts have been substantiated by the findings of formal investigations
into the Home by the Manitoba Government’s PPCO and by indepen-
dent Consultant Peter Kafka, who last fall enumerated many deficien-
cies in senior management.  We have also met repeatedly and con-
structively with the Manitoba Deputy Minister of Health to consult on
developments on these issues.

But answers are still needed in the Lilyan Peck death.  Her daughter
Marsha Palansky  does not even now know the full details of why her
mother suffered from such neglect in care. Hopefully, the police inves-
tigation will answer some of these questions for Marsha and for the
Jewish Community so that this won’t happen again.

From far tearing down this critical institution, we are working dili-
gently and in the face of public controversy to build a Jewish nursing
home in Winnipeg that stands out as a shining light as to how our
seniors should be cared for.
Harriet Berkal
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Comment

Traditionalists and Modernists
[Rationalists.]

Judaism has at least the following strands which are weaved
together to make Judaism pregnant with clarity.
A. A doctrine concerning G-D, the universe and man.
B. A morality for the individual and society.
C. A body of law.
D. A regimen of rite, customs and ceremony.
E. Sacred literature
F Institutions through which the foregoing find expression.
G. The people, Israel–central strand out of which and about which
the others are spun.

Judaism has over Four Thousand years of history behind it. It also
exhibits a unified and ongoing Spiritual Pattern throughout history.
The exception is clear for its beginnings at one extreme and its most
recent phases at the other.

The modern world is the cutting edge against which this division
has worked itself. From my investigation I find that for several hun-
dred years, up to the French Revolution, the Jews of Europe were
isolated quite effectively from the rest of mankind. Confined to
Ghettos, they lived a life almost entirely their own. Then, in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries they were “emancipated” that
is to say made free to live where they pleased. 

There were those Jews who refused to be moved in even the slight-
est degree from the faith, morality and practices of their fathers.
These are the strict Traditionalists.

Others have decided that Judaism needs to be adapted to modern
ideas and circumstances. However these Jews are also traditional-
ists. The faith they cherish, the principles they pursue, the rituals
they observe, the synagogues they frequent–all evolve from historic
Judaism and are permeated with its values. They though have
departed, whether a whole lot or a little, consciously or inadver-
tently, from the old patterns.

They can be described as the modernists/rationalists. We can sim-
ply call them the modernists. These two groups have more in com-
mon than apart. Their viewpoints make up not two religions but
variants of one.

There is not enough space to go into this issue in great depth. The
basic distinction between the two viewpoints is simply this:

Traditionalists believe the whole Torah to be G-d-revealed, there-
fore unimpeachably true and good throughout. Judaism was com-
plete and perfect at Sinai. Modernists hold the view that the truth
and goodness are to be found in the Torah, and to the extent of their
presence, it is G-D inspired. Here lies the fork in the road. 

The traditionalists, therefore, bid philosophers and scientists sin-
cere Godspeed as they set forth to their business. The conclusions
are written out for traditionalists in the sacred Torah. The modernists
approach Torah from a diametrically opposite direction.

This gives you an inspiring reason how and why the modernists can
perform same sex unions and dual faith burials. And only insofar as
Torah passes muster do the modernists accept it as authoritative.

I rest my case presenting the above with sincerity, love and total-
ly void of judgment. 

Let us all reflect upon our own actions and come to see clearly the
truth which is unshakable. 
Hart Peikoff

Setting the record straight on the Simkin Centre



As the U.S. State
D e p a r t m e n t ’ s
Special Envoy to
Monitor and Combat
A n t i - S e m i t i s m ,
Hannah Rosenthal
has seen some dis-
turbing trends in the
growth of anti-

Semitism in various countries.
She has also witnessed some positive things

happening to combat the “world’s oldest
hatred.”

Rosenthal, the former Executive Director for
the Jewish Council for Public Affairs (JCPA),
was sworn into her current position on
November 23, 2009. 

She was interviewed by The Jewish Post &
News from her office in Washington.

Rosenthal will be speaking on Thursday,
March 22 at 7:30 pm at The Fort Garry Hotel
at the Canadian Institute for the Study of
AntiSemitism’s Shindleman Family Lecture. 

The Canadian Institute for the Study of
Antisemitism (CISA) is an independent
national academic organization committed
to the scholarly study of the millennial phe-
nomenon of Antisemitism in its classic and
contemporary forms, according to its web-
site. 

“Ms. Rosenthal has a very important job:
she monitors global antisemitism for the
American government and works through
international diplomatic channels to combat
the phenomenon” said Dr. Catherine
Chatterley, an Adjunct Professor of History,
University of Manitoba and Founding
Director of CISA.

“She is a progressive who is committed to
social justice and to education and she is also
a friend. We are very fortunate to have her
visit Winnipeg and I am sure that her lecture
will be of great interest to the citizens of
Winnipeg.” 

In her capacity as a Special Envoy for the
U.S. State Department, Rosenthal develops
and enacts policies and projects to combat
anti-Semitism and internationally.

Rosenthal noted that the traditional form of
anti-Semitism that has plagued society for
many centuries is still alive and well.

For example, she cited the conspiracy theo-
ries  of “The Protocols of the Elders of Zion”,
which alleged  a Jewish plan for global dom-
ination. It was first published in Russia in
1903, translated into many languages, and
distributed internationally in the early part of
the 20th century. Hitler and the Nazis were
enthusiastic proponents of this forgery.
Rosenthal also referred to the the blood libel
accusations against Jews that were repeated
recently in Sweden.

“The blood libel has morphed into accusa-
tions that Jews kill people to steal their
organs,” she said.

Rosenthal added that the major newspaper
in Sweden, the left-leaning Aftonbladet, had
made this accusation. 

An internet search showed that the Swedish
publication had claimed that “Israeli soldiers
are abducting Palestinians in order to steal
their organs,” reported an article in the Israeli
newspaper Haaretz: “Top Sweden newspaper
says IDF kills Palestinians for their organs
“(August 18, 2009).

(“A Foreign Ministry official said that Israel’s
embassy in Stockholm communicated a
harsh condemnation to the Swedish govern-
ment and the newspaper itself,” noted the
article.)

There are also other anti-Semitic trends
Rosenthal is observing, she said.

“We are seeing Holocaust denial and not
just from Iranian President Ahmadinejad, but
from other faith and civic leaders and mem-
bers of political parties in Europe and the
Middle East,” she said.

“There’s also Holocaust revisionism –
where the Holocaust is minimized and
Holocaust glorifications where there are calls
for another Holocaust to finish the job. This is
on television where tens of millions can see it
all over the world. It originates in the Middle
East.”

Rosenthal, who attended graduate school
for rabbinical studies at Hebrew Union
College in Jerusalem and Los Angeles,
expressed concern about the growing nation-
alism all over the world – but particularly in
Europe.

“Wherever there is growing nationalism,
there is hatred of the other,” she emphasized.

“And, that is never good for the Jews.”
Legitimate criticism of a policy of the State

of Israel can cross over into anti-Semitism
too, said Rosenthal, who was involved in
community organizing, and the antiwar and
civil rights movements in the 1960s.

“It happens in a lot of cases where people
claim to be anti-Zionist,” she stressed.

“But, I want to be clear that criticizing a
policy of Israel doesn’t make someone anti-
Semitic.”

But, Rosenthal explained, there are three
ways that this cross-over happens: Israel is
demonized where, for instance, a cartoon
will show Israeli devils or Nazis or Israel
being responsible for all the world’s ills; Israel
is held to a completely different standard
than other nations in the family of nations;
Israel is delegitimized. 

“If we’re going to criticize countries for
human rights abuses, we never come to that
conclusion that that particular country does-
n’t have a right to exist,” she said.

“It only happens to Israel.”
Rosenthal, who holds a bachelor’s degree

in religion from the University of Wisconsin,
also mentioned some constructive initiatives
happening to fight anti-Semitism. 

“Eastern European countries in the former
Soviet Union are starting to face up to their
roles and responsibilities during the
Holocaust,” she said.

“That’s a very important step forward. In
some places around the world where some-
body says something anti-Semitic or physical
violence happens against a Jew there is pub-
lic condemnation by governments, civil soci-
ety and religious groups. That’s an important
step forward. Those aren’t baby steps either.”

There will be no admission fee for the lec-
ture; however, donations are appreciated as
CISA operates on public support.
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Community news

US monitor of anti-Semitism to speak here

Support available for Jewish
alcoholics & addicts

Jewish individuals who are challenged
by alcohol or chemical addiction or their
family members now have help available
within the Jewish community. Supported
by Jewish Child and Family Service, JACS,
Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent
Persons and Significant Others (www.jac-
sweb.org<http://www.jacsweb.org/), is a
voluntary mutual-help group dedicated
to: helping develop and sustain recovery
from alcoholism or addiction in a nurtur-
ing and safe environment, promoting
knowledge and understanding of alco-
holism and chemical dependency as it
involves the Jewish community, and act-
ing as a resource to the Jewish communi-
ty to address the effects of alcoholism and
chemical dependency. Weekly support
meetings with a “Jewish twist” assist in
complementing other recovery supports.

Anyone interested in information on
Jewish addiction recovery supports for
themselves or a loved one can contact
JACS Winnipeg at the number in the ad
below. Please read the ad for details
about meeting times and locations.

Certified ILA Senior Home Care Services
Health Care Aid

Personal Care Attendant, 
Home Support Worker, Companion, 

laundry, grocery, cooking & appointments 
7 days a week day & night 

9 years in operation
Catering to senior Home Care Services, 
self and family managed care program, 

private attendant and companion
Reasonable rates

For more info call
Cora Baris or Vincent Baris

Ph. 228-6397
Fax 589-2852

References upon request

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

HANNAH ROSENTHAL: “If we’re going to
criticize countries for human rights abuses,
we never come to that conclusion that that
particular country doesn’t have a right to
exist.”
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Myron Love

As a teenager,
Shawn Kettner was
drawn to the theatre
world. But she also
enjoyed building
things. Fortunately,
she has been able to
combine both of her
passions in puppetry.

Kettner, who co-

designed and built the puppets for the
upcoming Manitoba Theatre for Young People
world premiere of “The Cat Came Back”
(based of the long popular song by children’s
entertainer Fred Penner, who co-stars in the
show) on March 10 and 11, is best known as
one of the principals behind Patient Puppets.

“It has been wonderful,” Kettner says of her
puppetry career. “It has been a pleasure
designing and building puppets all these
years.”

Under the Patient Puppets banner, Kettner
has been designing and building puppets for
children in hospital for 30 years. “I have
made close to 2,000 puppets for hospitals all
over the world (including Israel, she notes).”

The Patient Puppets are designed to demon-
strate to children in hospital specific medical
procedures ranging anywhere from a tonsil-
lectomy or appendectomy to an exposed
brain or spine.

“Every one of my puppets is custom made,”
Kettner says.

She notes that her husband, Peter Harrison,
helps her with the mechanical aspects of the
puppets.

“Our daughter, Samantha, is also helping
out,” Kettner says. 

While much of Kettner’s puppet building
focus the past number of years has been on
the hospital puppets, she has, in parallel with
that, enjoyed a lifelong association with
MTYP. Her first show for MTYP was “The
Little Beast” in 1982. Since then, she says,
she has made puppets for close to 20 MTYP
shows, including “The Hobbit”, “The House
at Pooh Corner” and “Comet in
Moominland”.

For “The Cat Came Back”, Kettner notes
that she designed and built the puppets in

close consultation
with Linda Leon,
who designed the
set and costumes.

The show’s cats
includes the always
popular Fred Penner
(who wrote the song
upon which the play
is based), Jay
Brazeau, a
W i n n i p e g - b o r n
actor who has
appeared in film,

television and theatre across North America,
and puppeteer musicians Paul Hooson
(whom Kettner has worked with on the med-
ical side in his role as a medical clown) and
Jessee Havey who, like Kettner, has pursued a
dual track career – in her case in children’s
theatre (with MTYP) and in song.

Havey notes that she grew up in a musical
family, citing in particular the influence of her
baba, Phyllis Dana. Havey joined local
folk/roots band “the Duhks” right out of high
school and toured with the band for several
years. She left the band five years ago and has
done some solo work.

“We were on tour ten months a year,” she
recalls of her time with “The Duhk”. “I want-
ed to lead a more normal existence.”

Parallel to her singing career, Havey has
long been involved with MTYP. She started
attending classes at the theatre when she was
six.

“The first play I was in here was “Jacob Two
Two Meets the Hooded Fang” when I was 13
or 14,” she says. She has also appeared in
“The Hobbit”, “Pippi Longstocking” and
many other productions over the last 15
years.

In an interview, both Havey and MTYP pub-
licist and Associate Theatre School Director
Rebecca Brask (who as the daughter of Carol
Matas and Per Brask has been immersed in
theatre all of her life), spoke of the impor-
tance of treating children’s theatre seriously.

“We have great respect for our audiences,”
Brask says. “We never talk down to children.
They know when people are being conde-
scending.”

She adds that every time MTYP takes its
show into a school, MTYP founding artistic
director Leslee Silverman addresses the stu-
dents after the show to discuss how the play
is relevant in today’s world.

Havey observes that children’s theatre is
more important than ever in our wired world.
“Children are constantly being bombarded
by technology,” she says. “It is tough for many
children to sit still for 15 minutes.”

Brask notes that every time her seven-year-
old son, Zevi Nathanson, attends a live the-
atre performance, he comes away with some
new knowledge or understanding. (She also
has a daughter, Naomi, five).

“While our plays are written mainly for a
younger audience,” Brask says, “they are
beautiful stories that can be enjoyed by peo-
ple of all ages.”

Jessee Havey is certainly looking forward to
her role in “The Cat Came Back”. She is also
looking forward to putting together a new
solo album in the spring and is contemplating
looking into getting some film work in
Vancouver later this year.

Social Notes

100TH BIRTHDAY

ROSE ROSOVE will be 100 years young on
March 10. She will be celebrating with family and
friends at the Portsmouth Seniors Residence.

“T“THEHE YYIDDISHIDDISH HHOUROUR””
every Sunday

from 1:30 pm - 2:30 pm on

Each week the first half hour is in English,
with the second half hour in Yiddish,

hosted by Rochelle Zucker
Funded by the Peretz School Endowment Fund

GWENN SECTERR CREATIVEE LIVINGG CENTRE

15888 MAINN STREET

A VARIETY OF KOSHER PREPARED FOODS

FOR TAKE-OUT YEAR ROUND

SHIVA MEALS, MEALS OF CONSOLATION,

UNVEILING RECEPTIONS

FABULOUSS FOOD-REASONABLEE PRICES!

CALL TO ORDER IN ADVANCE

339-1701
(UNDER SUPERVISION OF ORTHODOX UNION)

MTYP “Cat Came Back” puppet maker best known worldwide for her hospital puppets 

REBECCA BRASK (left) - MTYP publicisgt
and JESSEE HAVEY (appearing in MYTP’s
upcoming production of “The Cat Came
Back”)

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

SHAWN KETTNER: “It has been a pleasure
designing and building puppets all these
years.”



By DAVE GORDON
It has garnered more attention in the

past three decades than most of the
greatest films, and now Star Wars is
back in the theatres in 3D. And while
George Lucas has added an extra
“dimension” to the film, there may be
a dimension he added to the original
films long, long ago, that could be of
interest to Jewish fans.

The Star Wars series has been stud-
ied and dissected by film buffs – but
none yet have noted the similarities
between Judaism and the movies.

In the first few minutes of the origi-
nal Star Wars (1977), C-3PO and
R2D2 are wandering aimlessly
through the desert of Tatooine. C-3PO
laments, with seemingly Jewish guilt,
“We seem to be made to suffer. That’s
our lot in life.” They are soon caught
by little brown-cloaked creatures called Jawa.
Upon meeting these Jawas, C-3PO exclaims
to R2D2, “Thank the Maker!” Little did he
know that the desert tribe would capture him
and sell him into slavery – a subtle metaphor
of a popular biblical story.

Luke Skywalker redeems the droids and
intercepts a holographic message from
Princess Leia via R2D2 that was intended for
Ben Kenobi. Kenobi, the prophetic-like char-
acter in Star Wars, meets up with Luke to
receive this message. In the process, Kenobi
explains “the force” to Luke: “The force ...sur-
rounds us, it binds the galaxy together, it pen-
etrates us.” Does it sound a little like a spiri-
tual sphere? Here is the concept of universal
balance; the similarity between the force and
the Jewish God – both the communal con-
sciousness and the mastermind physical force
that links and binds all of nature together.

Who else would God be speaking through,
other than a prophet-like character? How else
could one explain a prophet who has seem-
ing “supernatural” powers? Take notice that
the Hebrew word k’nah-vi sounds similar to
its English, Kenobi, and means “like a
prophet.” This is not the only Star Wars name
that has a Hebrew similarity.

Not everything can be transferred into
Hebrew, but the word Jedi is surprisingly
close to Jude, the German word for Jew. Its
appropriateness is seen if the evil dictator
Darth Vader is a metaphor for Hitler, and the
Stormtroopers as Nazi SS (eerily like Nazi
stormtroopers), bent on annihilating the small
band of Jedi. Those Jedi happen to also have
some genetic similarities with each other (cf

Phantom Menace) and a belief in a universal
force larger than themselves.

Yoda, the “all-knowing” wise character, is
the same in Hebrew – the root for “knowing,”
is pronounced “yeda.” Chewbacca is similar
to tse’va’chah (to scream or growl).

Vader is a bit trickier. The word in Hebrew
could be vater (to give up). We know that
Darth Vader “gave up” the good to join the
dark side. The dark side is the yetzer ha’ra (or
evil inclination) and Darth’s ultimate redemp-
tion at the end of Episode VI is his teshuvah
(repentance, a return to the path of good in
Judaism).

Anakin Skywalker’s love interest, Princess
Amidala, can be translated (imprecisely) from
the Hebrew as “My nation has risen,” – Ami-
ala. It is an attempt at foreshadowing, since
her son, Luke Skywalker, will be the last ves-
tige of the Jedi, who will triumph and contin-
ue the Jedi chain. 

Not only are there Hebrew/ Jewish connec-
tions, but faith and religion are discussed a
number of times in the original Star Wars. In
Episode IV, as an example, a lieutenant of the
imperial battleship scorns Darth Vader on the
loss of vital information, “Your sad devotion
to that ancient religion has not helped you
conjure up the stolen data tape.” Vader
responds, “I find your lack of faith disturb-
ing.” Even Han Solo complains about his
uncertainty of a Supreme Being: “I’ve never
seen anything to make me believe there’s one
all-powerful force controlling everything.”

As most viewers know from seeing Episode
II, there is another piece of information for
the Star Wars mythos: Jedi are forbidden to
love. But why? Perhaps it is because of the

risk of intermarriage, of diminishing
the tribe and its connection to the
traditions of the Jedi.

Critics of this thesis might ask
where the name Luke came about,
but that is all too obvious: George
Lucas named the hero after himself. 

Not every name in Star Wars has a
Hebrew doppelganger, but one
thing’s for sure: the resemblance of
Star Wars character names to
Hebrew ones is highly coincidental. 

In a 1999 Time Magazine article,
Lucas admitted there were religious
and biblical overtones in the Star
Wars movies. So the question
remains: Is there a Jew, or Hebrew
speaker, involved in producing the
Star Wars franchise?
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Feature story

Jews and Jedis - any relation?

On Purim, read, eat and make noise.

416.966.1100
1.800.494.0389

www.romspen.com

162 Cumberland Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3N5

Commercial First Mortgages • Monthly Income Distribution • RRSP and RRIF Eligible

Purim is a time to recall the courage of Esther and Mordechai. 

To read the Megilla, to celebrate by feasting and drinking and, 

of course, to make lots of noise when we hear the name Haman 

the villain. Finally, there is misloach manot or tzedakah – the 

sharing of food or money with those who are poor.

The partners managing the Romspen Mortgage Investment Fund

wish you and your family a very Happy Purim. Let us celebrate, 

but most of all, let us be grateful for our good fortune.

Assistance for Passover Available
If individuals or families require assis-

tance in order to celebrate Passover - help
is available. Jewish Child and Family
Service acts as the central agency for the
collection and distribution of Passover
assistance to needy families. Contact
JCFS by phone or email (see accompany-
ing ad). Please be sure to indicate the size
of the family, ages, and if there are any
dietary restrictions.
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Jill Brandes

Dateline Las
Vegas:

This is the city. It’s
smoky, it’s hokey, it’s
carnival jokey.

I had decided to
take my daughter
and daughter-in-law
to this popular vaca-
tion mecca for a

“girl’s weekend” to celebrate their “mile-
stone” birthdays. It had been fifty years (oy
vey!) since I had visited Vegas. Then, it was a
small desert town in the middle of nowhere,
with an airport shack housing a couple of
“one-armed bandits” (slot machines) and a
strip of land, dotted with a few hotels. Now,
it’s a city with a modern airport and massive,
opulent, over-the-top hotels and attractions.
Want to see Paris’ famed Eiffel Tower, visit
New York’s Statue of Liberty and Brooklyn
Bridge, go to the Roman Forum or take a

Venetian gondola ride? It’s all here, larger
than life, on the Las Vegas Strip.

What happens in Vegas, Stays in Vegas
(unless you write this column!)

I wanted this holiday to be special and told
each girl to choose a show or event for us. My
daughter-in-law had always wanted to be a
contestant on a T.V. show, and coincidentally,
“The Price Is Right” was on at one of the
hotels. This show, a long time fan favorite,
invites contestants to “come on down” to
compete, guess the prices of items and possi-
bly win cash, a car, or a brand new living
room!

“I would make a great contestant,” my
daughter-in-law enthused, “It would be a
dream come true.” She strategized and chose
what she thought would be a winning “come
on down!” outfit and teamed it with an exot-
ic pink flower in her hair. By the time we
reached the show venue, we were pretty
excited. We lined up, signed in and got our
giant price tag name badges. Then we posed
on the set for a fabulous photo (which copy-
right prevents me from sharing with you). To
our dismay we learned that contestants were
chosen at random by computer (the Los
Angeles show pre-interviews its participants).

Disappointed but still hopeful, we made
our way into the theatre. A warm-up comedi-
an took the stage to prime the audience and
put us through our paces before the start of
the show. We guessed prices, were instructed
how to “Oooh” and “Aaaaah” at the prize
showcases, and yell out, “Higher!” or
“Lower!” to help contestants come up with
the right answer.

Then it was show time. Host Joey Fatone, a
former singer with In Sync (a boy’s band) and
former dancer/contestant on “Dancing With
The Stars”, proceeded to call the computer-
generated names of just about every one
around us. They won cars, cash and more.
We wound up with a photo. So much for
strategy!
A Mall like no other

While walking through one of the city’s
many shopping malls, we came upon a the-
atre fronted by a forty-foot high statue of a

scantily-clad show girl and a sign that read
“Stripper 101 – girls just want to have fun!.
Several gals in matching t-shirts were on line
for this stripper’s workshop. They were mak-
ing this event part of a birthday celebration.
Some of them had attended the class the year
before and had really enjoyed it. 

“Want to sign up, mom?”, my daughter
asked. I surveyed the group of would-be
“strippers”. There were the twenty-something
birthday girls, suburban soccer moms in their
thirties and forties, and a couple of seniors in
jeans and plaid shirts. “Let’s do it!”

The class turned out to be more Rady than
racy. Our instructor, Miss “Ginger Snap”, led
us through warm-ups worthy of a Zumba
class, lacing her instructions with humor and
clever repartee. I learned that former gym-
nasts, personal trainers and college grads
make up the ranks of Las Vegas strippers.
There really is a lot of athleticism involved in
this profession. It takes a lot of strength and
coordination to be a pole dancer and while
the plaid-shirted seniors swung around their
poles effortlessly, I ended up in a heap on the
floor.

Despite my obvious lack of talent I, and
everyone else in the class were awarded a
“Stripping License” and “stage” name, which
is “officially inscribed” (in magic marker) on
our union cards (I carry mine with pride!).

A Good Time Was Had By All
Our “milestone” birthday junket in Las

Vegas was lots of fun. We saw some great
shows, indulged in gourmet goodies,
shopped ‘til we dropped and took in the
sights, sounds and some second-hand smoke.
We even came out money ahead in the casi-
no (my daughter won 50 cents at the slot
machine!). Viva Las Vegas!!!!

Jill’s foray into TV game shows and stripping (Ed. note: I’m not paying her enough.)

CAROLYN “wins big” in the Casino!!

Three “girls” on the town! L-R: KATHRYN
BRANDES, JILL, CAROLYN LINDNER.

UNITED JEWISH
PEOPLE’S ORDER

Presents

Dr. Henry Heller
Professor of History,
University of Manitoba

Challenges Facing
the Movement

When: Tuesday, March 20th
Where: Aqua Books 274 Garry St.

Time: 7:30 p.m.
Admission: $5.00

UJPO has invited noted historian and political
activist Henry Heller to comment on current
international events and the rise of resistance
in the form of movements such as Occupy
Wall Street and the 99% Movement.
Come discuss this important issue and the
implications of today’s events on our future.

Speaker to tackle 
current issues in the news
The Euro Crisis, the Arab Spring, the

Occupy Wall Street Movement - the
world is going through turbulent times.
The resistance movements that have bro-
ken out in the last year represent cries for
justice, for democracy and for a shift in
the economic burden shouldered by the
majority to the benefit of the few.
Professor Henry Heller, historian and
political activist, will frame the perspec-
tive for these events, consider how they
might evolve and what changes may take
place here and around the world. What
are the implications for the Middle East?
Come join in this interesting and impor-
tant discussion on Tuesday, March 20 at
Aqua Books, 274 Garry St. at 7:30 p.m.
Admission is $5.

ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES



The Israeli threats to bomb Iran are nothing
new. They’ve been going on for about five
years. But lately there’s been a disturbing
upsurge. So I feel I have to say something. If
there’s a one in a thousand chance someone
might hear me, I have to try. And if no one lis-
tens, at least I’ve said it. (I’m double-posting
this article in both my blogs, for what it’s
worth.)

Can we please think twice about bombing Iran? Let’s say we could
actually stop them from getting the bomb. Even then, I’m not sure we
should try. We have a bomb, what makes us think they shouldn’t have
one? But that’s a moot point. Everyone agrees
that the best case scenario is that we’d slow
down their bomb program for a year or so. If
we’re afraid they might use the bomb on us,
doesn’t bombing them first pretty much guar-
antee it?

I know what’s going on. There’s an atmos-
phere of panic in Israel, whipped up by our
leaders. “Achmadinejad is the new Hitler,
and he wants to wipe out Israel and all the
Jews.” Well, I don’t buy it. If they love killing
Jews so much, why don’t they start with the
20,000 Jews living peacefully right in the
middle of Iran? And by the way, if they tried
to do that, I’d be the first to say let’s hit them
with everything we’ve got, and damn the
consequences. But life goes on pretty much
normally for the Jews of Iran. Can’t we just
leave it that way?

Iran is a proud country, the home of an
ancient culture, that has not launched a war
of aggression in some 500 years. They have
no love for Israel, but that is their business. It
is true that they provide material support to
our enemies in Lebanon and Gaza, but that is
their prerogative, just as America supplies us
with arms. Iran does not threaten to bomb
America on that account; why should we
threaten to bomb them for the same reason?
It is true they might have had a hand in the
outrage committed 20 years ago in Buenos
Aires, and that is arguably less forgivable; but
equally despicable acts have been carried
out by agents of the American, British, and
other secret services. Do I need to mention
Pinochet, the Contras, and even the SAVAK?
At least support of these kind of acts does not
appear to be an element of current Iranian
foreign policy. Can we say the same for our-
selves? Before we climb up on our moral
high horse, we ought to watch what we’re sit-
ting in. 

The leaders of Iran are not shy about
expressing their dislike of Israel; but at the
same time, they have clearly stated that they
have no interest in interfering with any agree-
ment we might reach with the Palestinians.
They have a legitimate interest in seeing that
any such agreement is not arrived at through
undue coercion, and we need to respect their
support of Hizbullah and Hamas in that light.
And other than the occasional tasteless com-
ments questioning the Holocaust, I find their
public positions on these matters are much
more reasonable than Israel’s ongoing cam-
paign of threats. 

And what about the consequences? I don’t

want to argue that we should hold back because we’re afraid of Iran’s
response. If we need to do it, we need to do it. But let’s be realistic. We
got away with this kind of thing twice before, in Iraq and recently again
in Syria. Let’s not push our luck. Those enemies were not in a position
to do us much damage. Iran is another ball of wax. If we poke them
they will hit back with everything they’ve got, and it won’t be pretty.
Think World War III, Armageddon, End of Days…you get the idea. 

The point is it’s all so unnecessary. The surest way for us to avert the
threat of an Iranian attack is to make peace with the Palestinians. The
Saudis have done all the diplomatic leg work for us, getting the whole
Arab League to sign on to their peace plan, and yet we just ignore
them. I just don’t know where we think we’re going with all this. 
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Passover Assistance: Ma’ot Chitim
“Let all who are hungry, come and eat….” 

(Passover Haggadah)
Ma’ot Chitim is defined as “Wheat Money”, which traditionally meant a collection

made before Passover to ensure a supply of flour for unleavened bread (matza) for the
needy and indigent. In accordance with the statement in the Haggadah, “KOL DICHFIN
YEITEI V’YEICHOL”- Let all who are hungry, come and eat, it is an important Jewish tra-
dition that on Passover, we as a community be concerned for the poor and the hungry
(Sefer HaToda’a). 

Ma’ot Chitim is distributed to families who have requested the need for help to meet
the financial burden of purchasing Passover goods. Jewish Child and Family Service
clients who need this help are identified by their social workers. Everyone in the com-
munity who requests assistance is eligible to receive help from this program.

Jewish Child and Family Service acts as the central agency for the collection and distri-
bution of Passover assistance to those Jewish individuals and families in our community
who need help. A contribution to the Passover Assistance program will help ensure that
those who are challenged with financial difficulties, mental health challenges, isolation
and physical infirmity are supported. 

The size and contents of the food hamper are determined by the size and makeup of
the family. Consideration is also given for any dietary restrictions or allergies.

Last year the JCFS distributed 159 hampers with Passover products (supporting 237 indi-
viduals). Arrangements have been made this year with the Gwen Secter Creative Living
Centre and Ben Gurion Society (CJA donors/Jewish Federation of Winnipeg) to assemble
and deliver the hampers. Past recipients of these hampers have expressed their heartfelt
appreciation for the generosity of the community in helping them to fully participate in
the celebration of the Passover holiday.

In the true spirit of “tzedakah” please contribute generously to this year’s Passover
Assistance program.

Let’s think twice about bombing Iran

By

MARTY GREEN

We got away with this kind of thing
twice before, in Iraq and recently
again in Syria. Let’s not push our
luck. Those enemies were not in a
position to do us much damage.
Iran is another ball of wax. If we
poke them they will hit back with

everything they’ve got, and it won’t
be pretty.



Polls: Most in U.S. see Iran as threat; 
majority of Israelis against Iran strike

WASHINGTON (JTA) -- A poll showed 87 percent of registered
American voters believe that Iran’s suspected illegal nuclear weapons
program is a threat to the United States. 

The poll commissioned by The Israel Project also found that 88 per-
cent of respondents believed that Iran is a threat to Israel.

In addition, three-quarters of the poll’s respondents viewed Iran in a
negative light and 82 percent of supporters backed sanctions to stop
what Israel, the United States and many Western countries believe to
be Iran’s nuclear program. Iran insists the program is for civilian pur-
poses, although it has steadfastly resisted transparency.  

Pollster Neil Newhouse, who oversaw the survey, said “it is clear
that Americans see Iran as a threat to the West.”

“The overwhelming support for sanctions is a strong indication that
voters believe the U.S. must take an active role in confronting this
challenge,” he said.

The poll also showed that a majority of American voters continue to
view Israel favorably, with 56 percent of respondents having warm
feelings for the Jewish state. 

Public Opinion Strategies and Greenberg Quinlan Rosner Research
conducted the poll on Feb. 26-28; it has a margin of error of 3.46 per-
cent. 

A separate poll conducted by the University of Maryland found that
Israelis were wary of a potential airstrike on Iran’s nuclear facilities. 

According to the poll, only 19 percent of Israelis favored a unilater-
al action by the Israel Defense Forces, while 42 percent supported a
strike only if there was U.S. backing. The same poll found that 34 per-
cent of respondents were opposed to an airstrike.

Shibley Telhami, the Sadat chair for peace and development at
Maryland, conducted the poll and said in a news release that "Israeli
leaders may decide to strike without U.S. support, but a detailed
analysis of the poll suggests that their public wants them to follow
Washington's lead, and Israelis appear to be influenced by America's
judgment."

The poll was conducted by Israel’s Dahaf Institute on Feb. 22-28 and
has a margin of error of 4 percent. 

Congressional letter urges Holder to try
Palestinian terrorists

WASHINGTON (JTA) -- A letter authored by two members of the
U.S. House of Representatives is urging Attorney General Eric Holder
to bring Palestinian terrorists who have killed and wounded
Americans to justice. 

Rep. Howard Berman (D-Calif.), ranking member of the House
Committee on Foreign Affairs, joined with Rep. Joe Walsh (R-Ill.) to
author the bipartisan letter sent Thursday. Another 50 lawmakers from
both parties cosigned the letter.

Since the Koby Mandell Act of 2005 established the Office of Justice
for Victims of Overseas Terrorism the same year, not one Palestinian
terrorist has been prosecuted by the U.S., despite 71 cases of
Palestinian terrorism against Americans since the signing of the Oslo
Accords in 1993, Berman said in a news release.

In the letter, Berman and Walsh advise the Department of Justice to
investigate cases and seek prosecution of Palestinian terrorists
involved in the murder and wounding of American citizens, particu-
larly terrorists who were released recently by Israel as part of the
exchange for captive Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit.
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Canadian/U.S. news

Saskatchewan – The
Edwards School of Business
at the University of
Saskatchewan (U of S) has
received significant funding
for a course that will take stu-
dents on a learning trip to
Israel and Jordan. 

Edwards School has about
60 faculty members and 2200 students.

Joining the 16 participating students on the May 2-
12, 2012 trip will be five major business leaders,
including the CFO of Potash Corp, possibly the
Minister of Advanced Education, and CEOs for both
Regional Economic Development and Export
Partnerships, as well as Edward’s School, says Daphne
Taras, organizer of the trip. 

The group will be touring Israel Potash, Arab Potash,
and a host of other entrepreneurial ventures in Israel. 

Students will pay a mere $300 for the entire trip, plus
tuition of about $700 (as they will be receiving univer-
sity course credit for it).

As things stand, PotashCorp is now the program’s
lead financial sponsor, owning significant holdings on
both sides of the Dead Sea.

PotashCorp owns 14 percent of Israel Chemical
Limited and is looking into significantly increasing its
stake. It also owns 28 percent of Jordan’s Arab Potash
Company (making it APC’s controlling interest).

The leader of this U of S program, Taras (55), was born in Israel and
raised in Canada. She is the mother of four boys who have all had a vari-
ety of university experiences, making her particularly sensitive to stu-
dent perspectives. 

Taras’ extensive academic background includes an
undergraduate degree in political science and ballet, an
MA in political science, an MBA and PhD, and an LLM.

In terms of her personal interest in this program’s suc-
cess, Taras said, “I’ve been disturbed by  the pernicious
international movement to shun Israeli academics. I’m
going to be investigating formal academic exchanges with
Israeli business schools, as I know they’re top quality.” 

Why Taras specifically thought of Israel and Jordan for
this program was due to her reading the book, “Start-Up
Nation – The Story of Israel’s Economic Miracle,” (by D
Senor and S Singer), noting: “I thought about how won-
derful it would be to examine entrepreneurship in Israel.

“The big connection for us is with PotashCorp’s holdings
in both Israel and Jordan. When I saw that Saskatchewan
interests own a big chunk of Israel Potash, and the con-
trolling interest in Arab Potash, I quickly realized that
Saskatchewan has a keen economic interest in both sides
of the Dead Sea, and that I could customize the trip to
include mine tours and visit PotashCorp’s investments in
Israel and Jordan.” 

One of the program’s sponsors is Canadian Academics
for Peace in the Middle East. Taras is also looking for tal-
ented Jordanian connections and students, noting, “This
isn’t just about Israel. It’s about opening opportunities.

“I’m trying to create a Saskatchewan model that edu-
cates students and also brings on board top business and
political leaders to accompany the trip. 

“It’s trilateralism at its very best.”
So far Taras and team have raised about $120,000 for the trip, includ-

ing significant donations from the Saskatchewan Ministry of Advanced
Education, PotashCorp, the U of S, and Canadian Academics for Peace
in the Middle East. 

Canadian PotashCorp investing heavily in Israel and Jordan

DAPHNE TARAS: “I’ve
been disturbed by the
pernicious international
movement to shun Israeli
academics. I’m going to
be investigating formal
academic exchanges with
Israeli business schools,
as I know they’re top
quality.”

Deadline for Ordering:  March 31

CALL MARLA 488-4552

would like to take the opportunity to wish all our valued customers
a Happy Passover

Corydon Village Mall1-1700 Corydon Avenue

All of us at

RESTAURANT • DELI CATERING • MEATS

PASSOVER ORDERS
GIFELTE FISH

CHICKEN SOUP WITH MATZO BALLS

ROASTED TURKEYS

ROASTED CHICKENS

BRISKETS COOKED AND SLICED

SWEET & SOUR MEATBALLS

POTATO LATKES

SWEET KUGEL - POTATO KUGEL - CARROT TSIMMIS

CHOPPED HERRING       -       CHOPPED LIVER

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA



Lawyer and former Bloc Québécois MP Richard Marceau is better
known for his political involvement in the sovereignty movement than
for his spiritual path. And yet, his story is anything but ordinary. At 34
years of age, Marceau converted to Judaism after a long process that
began with his meeting the woman of his dreams in university, future
wife Lori. Richard ended up finding more than marriage, discovering
a faith, a community, and an entire people who have become as much
a part of his identity as his French Quebec roots.

With a focus on the misconceptions held by many Quebeckers
about Israel, Judaism, and Canada’s Jewish community, Marceau pro-
vides readers with a course in history and Jewish culture 101.
Breaking down stereotypes, Marceau helps readers discover the
Quebec Jewish community, far from the caricature of insular, rich
Anglos antagonistic to French and detached from the historic Quebec
experience. Citing René Lévesque on the arrival of the first Jews in
Trois-RivièËres in the 18th Century, Marceau recalls the involvement
of the Jewish community in the construction of Quebec and in the
movement of the Patriots. He sweeps us across Quebec history and
society, touching on the unions with Léa Roback, as well as the engi-
neers, businessmen, and judges who have contributed to make
Quebec what it is today – smoked meat included!

Marceau goes on to shatter myths about Israel – including those he
previously held – presenting instead a country he found to be a liber-
al, Western democracy like Canada. In so doing, Marceau sets out his
own innovative vision for the problems of the Middle East.

“I define myself as a pro-Palestinian Zionist. In other
words, I affirm the legitimacy of the Jewish state of Israel
while also supporting the establishment of an independent
Palestinian state,” said Richard. “This issue becomes
incredibly toxic when people turn it into a zero sum game
– which it really isn’t. All too often, factual confusion, intel-
lectual shortcuts, and even anti-Semitism emerges in
debates surrounding Middle East. People should be able to
share their views respectfully with one another, always
with an eye for constructive solutions for peace and a gen-
uine commitment to factual accuracy.”

In a vigorous appeal for dialogue, Richard Marceau pre-
sents his analysis of the conflict, criticizing the double stan-
dard that systematically attributes a victimhood status to
Palestinian society while assigning all responsibility for the
situation to Israel. 
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Community news
Book Launch: Thursday, March 15, 2012, 7:00 pm McNally Robinson

Former Bloc MP converts to Judaism
Birthright says it has contributed $535 million to Israel's economy

JERUSALEM (JTA) -- Taglit-Birthright Israel has contributed more
than $535 million to Israel's economy since the trip's inception in
2000, the organization said.

The contribution to Israel's tourism industry comes from providing
transportation, lodging, food, training, security, entry to tourist sites
and air travel during the free 10-day trips to Israel for Jews aged 18
to 26

Since the beginning of the project, more than 7,100 groups have
come to Israel, filling more than 2.2 million hotel beds and travel-
ing around the country for more than 71,000 days in buses. The par-
ticipants have spent more than $75 million in gift and souvenir
shops, according to Taglit-Birthright.

The organization brought groups that boosted the tourism industry
during Operation Cast Lead and the Second Lebanon War.

"In addition to achieving our goals of connecting the Jewish youth
to Israel and to their communities, strengthening their Jewish iden-
tity and creating a network of support for the country through our
alumni, the project has had a major impact on our economy and the
tourism sector,” said Gidi Mark, the CEO of Taglit-Birthright Israel.

“Not only is the project contributing to the economy and thus pro-
viding employment for thousands of Israelis, but it is also an invest-
ment in the future. Many of our participants are not satisfied with
visiting Israel only once; they fall in love with the country and return
for many more visits, and their enthusiasm affects their families and
friends who, in turn, decide to visit. In this way, we also create an
infrastructure for Jewish tourism in the years ahead.”



By STEWART AIN
NEW YORK (N.Y. Jewish Week) -- Norman Finkelstein, the son of

Holocaust survivors whose anti-Israel statements and actions got him
barred from the country until 2018 for suspected ties to Hezbollah ter-
rorists, has become the darling of pro-Israel bloggers — sort of — and
a traitor to Palestinian supporters.

The Brooklyn political science professor stunned supporters Feb. 9
when in a taped interview at the Imperial College London he derided
the boycott, divestment and sanctions (BDS) campaign for concealing
the fact that it is out to destroy Israel.“It is not an accident, an unwit-
ting omission, that BDS does not mention Israel. They won’t mention
it because they know it will split the movement, because there is a
large part of the movement that wants to eliminate Israel," he said.

"BDS says we are rights-based. Is Israel part of the law or not? When
the International Court of Justice made its findings, it said the June
1967 border is Israel’s border. How can you claim you want to enforce
the law and omit that aspect of the law? They don’t want to recognize
Israel"

He went on to say, “At least be honest with what you want — to

abolish Israel. But you know full well that if
you say it, you don’t have a prayer of reach-
ing the public.”

Finkelstein said that instead of calling for
two states for two people, organizers of the
BDS campaign, the Palestinian Solidarity
Movement, call instead for “an end of the
occupation, the right of return [of refugees],
and equal rights for Arabs in Israel. And they
think they are clever because they know the
result of implementing all three … is there is
no Israel

“The Solidarity Movement says all 6 mil-
lion Palestinian refugees have to go back.
But will a public think it is reasonable for six
million Palestinians to descend on a country
that now has 1.8 million Palestinians and 55
million Jews — which would mean that
overnight you are going to change the
demographic balance in the country? Will
the public find that rational? I don’t think
you can sell it."

He added, "When you start inflating the numbers — I don’t know
what you want to do. Do you want to resolve the conflict or create ter-
ror in the hearts of every Israeli?”

A Jewish blogger, David Samel, called the interview “terribly disap-
pointing.” He argued that those who believe not in a two-state but a
one-state solution “want a peaceful transformation of Israel from a
country that favors one ethno-religious group to one that guarantees
full equality for all. The use of words like ‘destruction,’ with the impli-
cation of violence and killing, to describe this process is dishonest. As
many others have pointed out, South Africa was not ‘destroyed’ when
apartheid was abandoned.”

Ruthie Blum, a former senior editor at The Jerusalem Post, wrote in
Israel Hayom of shocked Finkelstein “sycophants watching the video
of the interview and vomiting all over the banners they’ve been busi-
ly preparing for their favorite annual event — 'Israel Apartheid Week’
— that kicks off later this month.”

She said the first thing BDS did after realizing what Finkelstein said
was to remove the video from YouTube. But by then, pro-Israel bloggers
had already begun distributing it, “using quotes by a staunch enemy to
give weight to their own claims about BDS. If someone like Finkelstein
says this stuff, the logic goes, it is all the proof that’s needed.”

But it is Finkelstein himself who concluded the interview on an
upbeat note by saying that “people are sick and tired of the crazy
Israeli-Palestinian conflict,” and that there is now a chance to end it.
He said that just as peace was achieved between Protestants and
Catholics in Northern Ireland, “I think you could find a settlement to
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict that virtually everybody — in particular
Palestinians — can live with.” 
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Professors in the news

By REBECA KUROPATWA
Winnipeggers had the chance to get a glimpse of

the writing life with  well-known prairie-based
writer, Dr. Deborah Schnitzer  on the afternoon of
Sat., Feb. 18 at McNally Robinson Grant Park. 

When introducing Schnitzer at the event, poet
Ariel Gordon revealed  that when she was a 1st-year
university student Schnitzer was her 20th Century
Literature teacher. 

“We’d done a novel and some non-fiction, and
when she said we’re going to do poetry, I raised my
hand and said, ‘I just want you to know I don’t like
poetry...at all,’” said Gordon. “She [Schnitzer] con-
verted me. I started writing poetry soon after.”

Schnitzer is currently a University of Winnipeg
English professor, also finding time to be a film-
maker, writer, activist, and educator. One of the
pieces she is now working on is a novel she intends
to dedicate to her husband, a child of Holocaust survivors.

“Through my own work I’m better able to understand other people’s
art and to be taught,” said Schnitzer. “It opens my heart valves and ani-
mates me.

“My first step in thinking that maybe I could write was...bothering
my family...being upstairs and writing something, then running down-
stairs and saying ‘listen to this’ and seeing if I could move them.

“Because I tend to write out of personal experience, having context
is important to me. You then have to move beyond that context and

see what response strangers have to your writing.” 
So, Schnitzer began testing it out in writers’ groups,

followed by going to readings and listening to how
people framed their writing, and sending work to lit-
erary magazines. 

“It’s a process of continually coming out of yourself
– finding other communities, and seeing how diverse
the communities are,” she said. “This helps you real-
ize you have one particular kind of voice which you
need to hold true and be loyal to.”

When acquiring “the necessary academic tones
needed to gain an education,” Schnitzer temporarily
lost her unique writing “peculiarities and cadence,” but
she regained her voice through teaching, sharing it
with others. 

“You must go with how you incubate, how it works
for you,” said Schnitzer about the writing process,
adding, “I’m not one who can get up every morning

at 5 a.m. and work for three hours.
“I think it was Leonard Cohen who recently said in The Globe and

Mail that he is just the ‘secretary to the Divine.’ Good for you
Leonard...I don’t have that sort of relationship with the Divine Spirit.
Sometimes things move quickly and are there for you, and sometimes
they aren’t.

“I’m profoundly limited, but I’m encouraged by the efforts and effect
made by those who’ve gone before me, and do the best I can with
that.”

Successful writer gets candid with Winnipeg audience

Norman Finkelstein: From Hezbollah to ‘Zionist bully’?

N O R M A N
FINKELSTEIN: “At
least be honest with
what you want – to
abolish Israel. But
you know full well
that if you say it, you
don’t have a prayer of
reaching the public.”

DR. DEBORAH SCHNITZER,
professor of English at the
University of Winnipeg.



By MARTY GOLD
Long before there was even a con-

templation of a Riel Day to break the
monotony of a prairie winter,
Talmud Torah schoolchildren knew
there was relief in the offing. 

When we were bored by the
incomprehensible rules of Hebrew
grammar in Dikduk class we would
actually check our calendars, hop-
ing against hope that it was not a
leap year. For, as the Jewish
Encyclopedia explains, “Purim is
celebrated on the fourteenth of this
later month of Adar in embolismic
years”. Or, in layman’s terms, in
“Adar Sheni” when a leap month -
an entire month! - was added to
keep the Yom Tovs in their appropri-
ate seasonal realm, and Purim
would be delayed into late March.

The school held a Purim carnival and contests of skill and chance,
and the staid elementary school teachers - who for the most part
seemed very old to us then, although I realize now they were in many
cases younger than my current age - laughed and sang along and
seemed as happy to be out of class as we were. The Mitzvot of Shalach
manos - gift giving - and donating to the poor were important parts of
the celebrations.

After sunset, on the onset of the 14th day of Adar, the traditional
reading of the Book of Esther was a wonder to behold in the late
1960’s. The usually reserved Talmud Torah synagogue crowd was
abuzz and vibrant, the smaller children in costumes dressed like
Queen Esther or members of the palace court. Everyone’s colourful
gragors were being tested for noise-making capability as the kids were
well-drilled in the requirement to be sha-shtill for the Megilla reading
to be able to hear the name of the villain Haman, which we were to
immediately drown out. Even Rabbi Witty z’l” himself acted positive-
ly giddy waiting for the action to start. And when the Megillah was to
be read by the likes of a magnificent chazan like Herschel Fox, the
mitzvah commanding us to hear the entire story could not have
been more divinely fulfilled.

As one of the very few kids around named Mordechai, I took a
personal interest in the mentions of my namesake, whose loyalty
to the crown and devoutness to Hashem set the wheels in motion
for a revenge plot by the original evil bureaucrat - Haman -
against all the Jews in Persia until Mordecai’s niece, the queen,
intervened. It was the only day of the year my Hebrew name was
cool. 

It is an obscure fact that the Festival of Purim in 1969 - my Grade
3 year - marked my debut on Winnipeg radio 

Although we barely understood a word he said in any language,
when our Yiddish teacher, the great Noah Witman,  announced
our class would provide the vocals a rendition of the traditional,
liturgical Shoshanat Yaakov (The Rose of Jacob) - for his Sunday
radio show, we certainly understood that, because it meant -you
guessed it - time off of Hebrew class! while he rehearsed us and
recorded a suitable version. 

Mr. Witman however, added to the drama when he informed he
would audition amongst us for a lead singer to recite the verses
with the class handling the chorus. At the time I was for various
reasons, moreso an outcast than a cool kid. The pressure of know-
ing my voice could be heard by my gantze mispocha and the
entire community if I succeeded was almost paralyzing. However,
I was a boy soprano already under the tutalege of Herschel in the
shul choir, and I had been drilled in the importance of enuncia-
tion and proper breathing. Which - with my nerve,s was a miracle
to maintain, but I did. 

There was still an unexpected twist to the performance, however.
In the course of rehearsing the song more than a few times to get us
up to a radio-worthy version, a rather loud ad lib cracked up the
assembly. 

Mr. Witman was, to say the least, an emotional sort with a short
fuse for childish tomfoolery. But instead of blowing his stack, he
calmly asked: “Who was that?” No one wanted to fess up. 

Apparently though, Mr. Witman had already deduced that the
culprit was Michael Ritter. Mr. Witman asked him: “Mar Ritter.
What did you do?” Thinking yet another trip to Mrs. Wiseman’s
office was in the making, Michael stammered, when, to every-
one’s astonishment,  Mr. Witman commanded: “Od pa’am, (do it
again)”. Ritter barely raised his voice, figuring it was curtains - or
at least, detention at the command of the principal.

“Louder, like you did it the first
time,” Mr. Witman demanded..

And so, on the Sunday before
Purim (which started the next day,
on Monday night) my family gath-
ered at my grandparents’ on
Matheson Avenue for lunch, and the
dial was diligently tuned to - was it
CBC French? - to listen to the
Witman Hour. 

He introduced the segment with
his trademark flourish, including my
name as lead singer - oh the pride of
my mother at that moment - and the
family all listened attentively to my
peaceful, reverant, devout, boyish
vocal rendition. 

“Shoshanas Yaakov, tzahala v’sim-
cha, birosam yachad, techeles Mor-
de-chai.” 

Which was immediately punctuat-
ed by Michael Ritter belting out, as loud as he possibly could, 

“AY YAI !” 
Which fit in perfectly before the class swung into the verse again to

set it up as the chorus for later in the song. 
The adults were shocked. I held my breath. Then when it was repeat-

ed throughout the performance, they laughed hysterically. 
At Talmud Torah the next day, I learned two lessons about radio:

One, if people like what they hear they’ll tell you, ‘cause they sure did
at school and shul. Two, sometimes a singer is only as good as their
back-up. 

So my thanks to all my classmates and especially to Mike Ritter for
helping me get my first taste of fame on the radio. And thanks to Mr.
Witman for being a great producer and not tossing Ritter down the
hall to the office. I’m not sure Mrs. Wiseman would have had the same
creative instincts when it came to school performances.
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Remembering Purim at Talmud Torah

A “prairie home companion” story - Winnipeg style

HERSCHEL FOX
used to read the Megillah at

Talmud Torah

NOAH WITMAN
hosted the Jewish Radio

Hour for years



By SIMONE COHEN SCOTT
Jerusalem (Part 3 of 3)

At last in Jerusalem, we’re in the homestretch of our
Rome/Israel, Catholic/Jewish, Pilgrimage/ Journey, and for
me, it really IS the homestretch. I am no longer living out
of my suitcase. While the others stayed at a hotel, I’ve
zipped back and forth from my apartment in Old
Katamon, a few minutes away.

At this season of the year in Israel, rain is needed, is
prayed for, and when it comes, is a blessing. Boy, were we
blessed! Beginning at Old Yafo, up the coast to Caesarea
and Haifa, Elijah’s cave, the Rambam’s tomb, Akko, the
top corner of the Golan where we saw the so-called
‘Gates of Hell’, (There was snow on Mt. Hermon.),
through Safad, Capernaum, Nazareth, Cana, Megiddo, Bet
She’an, the Dead Sea and Masada, (Have I missed any-
where?), outdoor sites all, we had our umbrellas at the
ready. From my window in Tiberias I’d see a sliver of sun-
rise over the Kinneret for just a few minutes, Then, all
would be gray –sometimes misty. And cold! I used to say
‘I’m a Canadian; I can take this’. Not any more.

The weather dictated our schedule on the last day. Our
guide had intended the Archaeological Park for last, after
Yad Vashem, but reversed the two so we’d finish the out-
door portion before the predicted wind and rainstorm
descended. From the perspective of increasing the impact
and awareness of recent Jewish history, this was more effective per-
haps than the other way around. Instead of ending on the high note of
the re-claiming, preserving, and re-building of our blessed city, the
lasting impression was a shaking-up, facing the realities of the Shoa.

In the evenings after dinner, we would open up to each other. Unlike
many groups of tourists, conversations were not superficial. This was
not your ‘touchie-feelie’ inter-religious encounter group; no, we
shared a deep incisiveness with each other…..akin to love. For my
part, I fell in love with G-d all over again. My impression was that oth-
ers did, too.

I want to share
with you a personal
moment of chauvin-
istic pride. We saw
Zion Gate from the
bus; that’s as close as
large motor vehicles
can get. But on my
own I zigzagged the
path up Mount Zion,
as I’d never actually
entered the Old City
by that gate. Wow!
There at the top, just
before you enter, on
the wall to the right
of the Zion Gate, is a
huge plaque, (I
mean huge), chock
full, listing Canadian
donors to the
rebuilding of the
Jewish Quarter. Of
course I stood, pant-
ing from the arduous
climb, reading and silently thanking those from Winnipeg, many of
whom I knew. It was the icing on the cake of my spiritual adventure.
This battered and besieged, wept-over city, this bone of contention to
the nations, after all the layers of rebuilding, intervening destruction,
Jebusites, David and Solomon, Herod, Romans, Byzantium, Templars,
Crusaders, Turks, British, etc., now, finally, Canadian Jews. I’m all fer-
klempt.
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Israel tour

Passover
Fun Food Family 
Workshop

Sunday, March 18
10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. • Multi Purpose Room, Rady JCC

123 Doncaster Street I 477-7510 I www.radyjcc.com

Advance Registration
$5 M /$10NM Per Family

Please contact membership desk 
at 477-7510 or register online

Refreshments will be provided

Make

Fun
Passover
Food with    

Simone Shalev 

to celebrate the 

holiday.

Standing within thy gates, O Jerusalem

Singing “HINE MA TOV” on the last night.

Weekend of rain, snow brings needed water to Israel
March 4, 2012

JERUSALEM (JTA) – The
level of the Sea of Galilee
rose by nearly 8 inches fol-
lowing a weekend of rain
and snow throughout Israel.

The Galilee, or Lake
Kinneret, still remains 3.7
yards below the basin’s
upper red line, which is con-
sidered full. The level will
rise further once the snow
begins to melt.

Israel has seen seven years of drought prior to this year, and
experts say it will take two more winters like the current one to alle-
viate the severe water shortage.

Several inches of snow fell on Jerusalem over the weekend, the
first time snow has accumulated in the city in four years. Snow also
fell on Hebron.

Temperatures are slated to rise throughout Israel over the next sev-
eral days.

FATHER SAM ARGENTZIA with
RABBI ROSE in an old syna-
gogue in Safad.

RABBI ROSE, SIMONE, BRUCE INGRAM,
another of the participants.

RABBI ROSE, YOSSI our guide, FATHER SAM



By SIX DEGREES (NO BACON) STAFF 
NEW YORK (6nobacon) – Big week in the

world of Jewish celebrities. The 84th
Academy Awards show was Sunday in Los
Angeles and, as usual, it generated a ton of
material for the Semitic-minded celeb watch-
er. 

The main Jewish headline was that the
Israeli entry, Joseph Cedar’s “Footnote,” lost
to the Iranian film “A Separation” by Asghar
Farhadi. But the most shocking piece of news
came to light after the show: Natalie Portman
got married! 

Maybe. 
Portman’s appearance with fiancee

Benjamin Millepied on the red carpet Sunday
wasn’t supposed to be extraordinary, except
for one very small (yet very expensive) detail: The two were wearing
wedding rings without telling anyone they got married. Assuming they
did marry, which we still don’t know for sure. 

According to People magazine, jeweler Jamie Wolf, who is
Millepied’s dance pal, confirmed that she designed the pair’s wedding
rings. Portman got two diamond rings that fit on either side of her
engagement ring. Millepied got a platinum band. “Both baubles are
eco-friendly, made with recycled metals and conflict-free diamonds,”
Wolf said. 
Here are some other Jewish highlights from
the show:

• Sacha Baron Cohen got the nod from the
Academy to show up dressed as General
Aladeen from his upcoming movie “The
Dictator.” In the run-up to the show, rumors
were rife that the Academy was going to ban
Baron Cohen out of fear that he would show
up dressed like a Middle Eastern despot and
shenanigans would ensue. In the end, that’s
exactly what happened. Baron Cohen strut-
ted around with two Ghaddafi-esque female
bodyguards and a golden vase carrying the
“ashes” of the late Kim Jong Il. TV host Ryan
Seacrest was in complete shock when the
Dictator spilled those ashes all over his tux.

• Billy Crystal tried to stay relevant with
not-the-most-daring turn as host. He tried not
to offend too much (unless you’re a black
woman) and cracked jokes that, while funny
(“Puppets, acrobats, we’re a pony away from
a bar mitzvah!”), still had a feel of being stuck
somewhere in the 1980s. But hey, at least he
was in a scene with Justin Bieber.

• Woody Allen again was a no-show. The
winner of the original screenplay award for
“Midnight in Paris” chose not to accept his
third Oscar. Angelina Jolie accepted it on his
behalf. 

Others in the Jews-who-didn’t-win catego-
ry: Steven Spielberg (“War Horse”), Jonah
Hill (“Moneyball”), Bennett Miller
(“Moneyball”), and Agnieszka Holland (“In
Darkness”). Allen was also up for best direc-
tor for “Midnight in Paris.” 

The night’s biggest winner, “The Artist,” did
its part to salvage Jewish pride. French-Jewish
director Michel Hazanavicius won best direc-
tor and producer Thomas Langmann accept-
ed the best picture award 

Jason Alexander has beef with
Romney 

During the GOP debate in Arizona last
week, Mitt Romney spiced things up by drop-
ping a “Seinfeld” reference. As Romney
basked in applause after making a short state-
ment, the candidate chuckled and let loose
with this: “As George Costanza would say,
‘When they’re applauding, stop.’” 

Romney quickly found himself in a double pickle: The quote,

according to Buzzfeed, is not even George’s,
but Jerry’s from episode 172, “The Burning”: 

JERRY: Showmanship, George. When you hit
that high note, you say goodnight and walk off. 

Then Jason Alexander, who played Costanza,
tweeted about the comment: 

Thrilled Gov. Romney enjoys my old charac-
ter. I enjoyed the character he used 2 b 2. If
he’d embrace that again, he’d b a great candi-
date. 

Matisyahu sings with sick kid 
Matisyahu made head-

lines last week by granting
a wish to a sweet little boy
named Luke Weber. 

Luke, who is fighting
cancer, ascended the
stage at the Tarrytown
Music Hall in New York to
sing “One Day” with
Matisyahu. And he rocked
it. 

It seemed pretty appro-
priate for the two to per-
form “One Day,” a song
about hope when things
don’t go the way people
plan. The duet was pulled
off with help from Chai
Lifeline, a Jewish organization with the mission to “restore the light of
childhood to children whose innocence ended when life-threatening
or lifelong illness was diagnosed.” 

For more Jewish celebrity news, visit 6nobacon.com, the illegitimate
child of JTA. 

SIX DEGREES (NO BACON) | JEWISH CELEBRITY ROUNDUP
Oscar roundup confronts the question: Is NataliePortman married? 
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SAVE THE 

Date

Join us 

Fort Garry Hotel

Winnipeg, MB

Monday, April 30th, 2012 , 7 PM

For more information contact Sharon Zalik

204-942-3085 or szalik@cfhu.org

www.cfhu.org

as we pay

tribute to 

YUDE HENTELEFF 

MATISYAHU and LUKE WEBER

JASON
ALEXANDER

NATALIE
PORTMAN

SACHA BARON
COHEN

BILLY CRYSTAL

WOODY ALLEN



“Here I Am
Using Jewish Spiritual
Wisdom to Become
More Present,
Centered, and More
Available for Life”
Leonard Felder
Trumpeter Books,
Boston, 2011, 179
pages
Reviewed by JOSEPH
LEVEN

Leonard Felder is a
psychologist who has
written twelve books on
Jewish spirituality and
personal growth with
titles such as “Seven
Prayers that can Change
Your Life” and “The Ten
Challenges”. Many, if
not all of these books,
fall into the category of
Self-Help books, a cate-
gory which is often looked down upon by
book reviewers as in some way inferior. Here
is a quote from Publisher Weekly Review on
Felder’s writing: ‘His popularity testifies pri-
marily to the pervasiveness of popular psy-
chology with its facile solutions to complex
problems rather than to the effectiveness of
his methods.’ Nonetheless, this book is full of
anecdotes describing patients of his that have
been helped by his methods, and is best
approached with an open mind.

“Here I Am” is a short book, consisting of
eight chapters, all of
which take more or
less the same form.
Each chapter talks
about a particular
form of stressful life
situation such as
feeling anxious, feel-
ing a lack of control
or being treated
harshly by others.
Felder discusses
these situations
intelligently and
gives examples
drawn from his own
practice. He then
proceeds to ‘pre-
scribe’ a phrase or
prayer that the suf-
ferer can draw upon
when he/she finds
himself in one of
these situations.
These phrases or
prayers are drawn
from the Jewish litur-
gy and teachings
and are offered in
Hebrew and English.
Felder discusses the
phrase or prayer and
explains why it is
helpful. Finally he
relates how the indi-
viduals who were
repeatedly suffering
from the problem
began to use the
phrase and how they
benefited from it.

For example, take
the chapter titled
“ B e c o m i n g
Healthier so you can

Deal with Stressful Days.”
This chapter starts with the
assumption that the reader
is doing many of the right
things to maintain her
body’s health, but some-
times gets thrown off track
due to life stresses. For this
condition Felder pre-
scribes the ‘asher yatzar et
haadam bchochmah (who
has fashioned the human
being with wisdom)’ bless-
ing that is taken from the
morning Shacharit service.
He advises that the bless-
ing be recited and then fol-
lowed up with a brief
reflection on what the per-
son is doing to look after
the body that he has been
given. He then tells us the
story of two of his patients
who benefited by intro-

ducing the prayer into their daily lives. He
quotes one of them as saying: ‘This quick
moment of spiritual connection and gentle
truth seeking each day has kept me on track
week after week.’

And that in nutshell describes “Here I Am”.
It is a short book and easily read and may be
of benefit to some people. There’s nothing
wrong with that.

(“Here I Am” is available at the Winnipeg
Public Library.)
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The Asper Helping Hand Initiative

The Asper Helping Hand Initiative, an
interest-free loan program, is now in its
sixth year of assisting members of the
Jewish community of Manitoba who are
experiencing a temporary financial hard-
ship. Funding for this program is support-
ed generously by The Asper Foundation.
A borrower must be a Jewish resident of
Manitoba and be able to demonstrate
both a need for the loan as well as the
ability to repay it. Applicants must be
able to provide qualified guarantors who
are willing to cosign for the loan. These
interest free loans have assisted students,
seniors, single parents, longtime residents
and newcomers to Canada.

A recipient from the loan program had
these words of appreciation for the loan
she received:

“I just wanted to express my apprecia-
tion for the loan that I received. It allowed
me to purchase my first home which was
quite a milestone for me. Being a single
parent, with financial limitations, the
loan helped me to realize my dream of
being a homeowner. As a result my
future, and that of my children, is more
stable and secure.”

If you wish to find out about applying
for a loan please see the contact informa-
tion in the accompanying ad below or
view the JCFS website for more details.
www.jcfswinnipeg.org

Jewish wisdom used in self-help bookFREE DELIVERYON ORDERSOVER $75E

New, Used & Rental Walkers, Scooters, Lift Chairs, Wheelchairs,
Bath Aides & Other Aides for Daily Living.

NEW PRIDE SCOOTERS AND LIFTCHAIRS

Mention this ad & receive 10% off 
the rental or purchase of any item

551 Osborne
453-6473

www.renewmobility.ca



With the recent passing of Ida (Diddles)
Hecht, the last vestige of a group that was
called Club 14 has disappeared. The club had
not been in existence for many years, but this
death marked the formal end of an associa-
tion of friends. If you were not one of the
members of this club, you probably would
never have known it existed and yet, for all of
its social charms, it was more than just a

bunch of women getting together to play cards.
What was Club 14? The 14 women who were a part of this group

were: Dorothy Dorfman, Rita Loadman, Eve Wolinsky, Lillian Genser,
Rhea Posner, Claire Blankstein, Bonnie Genser, Ruth Landes, Esther
Genser, Lillian Rosenblat, Dorothy Galpern, Tessie Danzker, Betty
Wolfson, and Diddles Hecht. Even the first names of the women speak
to a different time and in fact, the activities of the women reflect that
different era. But, irrespective of the fact that the women devoted their
Monday afternoons to playing cards, this club was a great deal more
than cards. Exactly how it started and how these particular women
were brought together is unclear, but what is clear is that this was a
formidable group of ladies who were responsible for much of what
took place in this community of Winnipeg in the 1950’s, 60’s and
afterwards. In those days, the power lay not so much with them, but
with their respective husbands, some of the prominent shakers and
movers in Winnipeg Jewry and beyond. But, you can be sure that
many of the ideas, changes and events that took place during that time
emanated from the card tables of Club 14.

Try and picture the scene at the home of one of these women in
1958. What you would see were three  tables of four set up in the liv-
ing room. The table was set also for delicacies and each woman was
anxious to have a high quality food assortment and presentation. They
had lunch first with China tea cups. You could say that they enter-
tained each other with a certain panache and style and an immacu-
late table was part of that image. There was, to be sure, much conver-
sation about the various goings-on in the community and, in particu-
lar, about their combined 32 children. These children, who grew up
in the same neighbourhood of River Heights essentially, although not
all of the same age, were certainly known to each other and many
became very close friends, no doubt in part owing to the friendship of
the mothers. Another feature of the tables, and one that would cer-
tainly not grace any such gathering today, was an ample supply of ash-
trays. For the most part, all of these women smoked and that no doubt
was an integral part of the afternoon card playing activity. 

But, when the ladies started to play, it was total attention to the
game. They began playing Mah Jong, but later moved into what they
thought was a more challenging game, Canasta. This concentration on
the game at hand was never more reflected than in a story Myles
Rothman, the son-in-law of Eve Wolinsky tells. He was new to
Winnipeg and he had to stop by on a Monday afternoon at Eve’s
home, located at 369 Montrose Street.

“The door was unlocked, there was the aroma of baking, cigarette
smoke drifting my way and I was struck by an almost eerie quiet. I felt
the presence of people yet I heard nothing. I was a bit unnerved but
ventured forward through the kitchen and towards the den. It was
there I saw a picture that has stayed with me until this day and was
the subject of humorous stories repeated so many times over the
years. There sat my mother-in-law Eve Wolinsky, Claire Blankstein,
Bonnie Genser, Dorothy Dorfman and Diddles Hecht, all engrossed in
a card game so intense that they failed to acknowledge this intruder. 

I stared incredulously at this group thinking all the time this can’t be
fun. There seemed to be no talking or laughter, but yet there was
something there, something intangible, something almost reverential.
I was witnessing a ritual if you will of a club in which I was not a
member. When I asked why they weren’t talking, I was hushed, dis-
missed and told that they were “concentrating.” But, I knew it was a
euphemism for something else. It was a spiritualism that only real
partners share. It was Club 14.”

Yet another story about these women which comes from one of the
children recounts a day when she came home from school and there
in her living room were 14 now middle-aged women, all at the card
table siting prim and proper, but with all their clothes off except for
their bras and panties. Apparently, menopause had struck with a
vengeance; somebody started to strip down and the idea caught hold.
Now, that would have been a picture to have now. 

The 14 members of this club did more than deal a deck of cards.
They made a point to share with each other the happy and sad
moments in their lives. Each time one of their daughters became
engaged, there was a party thrown by the club in honour of the event.
In fact, one time a celebration of a forthcoming marriage of Carole
Genser to Ron Slater took place at the Wolinsky cottage in Gimli. In
addition, they contributed each week to a kitty which was used for

charity in the name of Club 14. They enjoyed being with one another,
even if they all did not see one another as couples. The ladies met until
they were past 80 and, when it became difficult for them to get the
table ready in the manner to which they were so accustomed, they
were not hesitant to call upon their children, now adults, to help with
the set up. Soon the children stayed for the lunch portion of the day.
In short, these gatherings each Monday afternoons spoke to a simpler
time, a time not likely to be seen again.

It is of course sad to reflect on a time that was so rich for these
women and now has gone. Like so many other markers of our past,
they are memories - but cherished memories. 
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The conclusion to Club 14

From left: Diddles Hecht, Rita Loadman, Betty Wolfson, Lillian
Rosenblat, Lillian Genser, Eve Wolinsky. On the floor Tessie Danzker,
Claire Blankstein, Bonnie Genser, Ruth Landes. Missing were Esther
Genser and Rhea Posner.
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Purim story

By JAMIE GELLER 
NEW YORK (JTA) – So it’s

nearly Purim and the excite-
ment in my house is rising
every day. I’m not a great one
to fuss with costumes, but my
mind is bubbling over with
ideas for mishloach manot,
the Purim gift baskets. 

It’s more than mere “tradi-
tion” to give goodies to
friends and family for Purim,
which this year falls on the
evening of March 7. The
practice of giving food –
specifically two different
types – was mandated as a
mitzvah at the suggestion of
Queen Esther (you’ll find it in the Megillah),
and we’re still obeying to this day. I like to go
out of my way to give mishloach manot to
people I just met or to new friends. It’s a great
opportunity to break the ice with new neigh-
bors, too. 

When it comes to your goodie basket, you
can go from cheap and cheerful to expensive
and exotic. The only things that limit you are
your imagination and your wallet. 

Now don’t stress over this. Technically you
only have to give to one person, not your
whole town, but chances are you’ll want to
do more. I’ve been there, believe me. 

Exhibit A – the easy way: The first year I was
married, I borrowed (OK, stole) the easiest
Purim idea from a friend. I sent cute little
boxes filled with purple yummy stuff along
with a card wishing everyone a “Grape
Purim!” 

Exhibit B – the hard way: When we moved
into our new house three years ago, Purim
fell on erev Shabbat. I made an individual
challah roll, a quart of fresh chicken soup and
added a small bottle of grape juice for 60
families – yes, 60 – in our new neighborhood.
That was a little intense and a lot crazy. 

Overboard, yes, but I was on the right track
because there is something special about giv-

ing a homemade treat.
But I’ve made a solemn
promise to myself (and
to my husband, to keep
our household peace-
ful) that if I go this
route, I’ll do it with a lot
of planning and fore-
thought. No last-minute
panic. 

At first I couldn’t
decide between two
ideas, so I developed
two EASY recipes. (Not
like making 60 home-
made challah rolls!)
Again, I “borrowed” a
few ideas from my

friends, Tamar and Hadassah, who work with
me on JoyofKosher.com, but I can’t remember
which was which. 

Anyway, you’re welcome to borrow these
ideas from us, and we won’t tell a soul. 

Option 1: an English Tea Time Shalach
Manot. 

Homemade jam is so easy to make, so (lit-
erally) sweet, and a perfect way to use up
those bits of frozen berries in your freezer.
You can package homemade jam and some
biscuits, crackers, scones or English muffins
(you can buy all of these) and a box of tea. To
that end, I present my recipe for Homemade
Mixed Berry Jam. 

Option 2: a “movie night” theme is fun and
family friendly. 

You get to satisfy all your cravings for
Twizzlers, soda and popcorn. But not just any
popcorn: We’re talking my homemade,
gourmet Maple Almond Popcorn. Don’t
worry – it’s truly Quick & Kosher, and so easy
you’ll do it again and again. 

I decided to go with Option 2, so I picked
up some plastic movie-style popcorn tubs,
and I’m rounding out the package with a can
of soda tucked into a Coke cup with a lid (got
‘em from the pizza store). And of course, I’ll
add a pack of Twizzlers. 

To complete this mishloach manot package,
I will create an “admit one” ticket of some
sort with a poem or catchy line inviting peo-
ple to the greatest movie now playing, “The
Purim Story,” and coming soon, “The Exodus
from Egypt.” 

While you are making all of that to send out
on Purim, be sure to allow yourself a taste for
quality control. Don’t you know that every
good cook takes a taste before the goods
leave the kitchen? 

* * *
HOMEMADE MIXED BERRY JAM 

Prep time: 5 minutes
Cook time: 45 minutes
Servings: 8-10 

Ingredients:
3 cups frozen mixed berries (raspberries and
blueberries) 
1 cup granulated sugar 
1/4 cup diced peeled granny smith apple 
2 tablespoons water 
Preparation:

1. In a large saucepan, combine all ingredi-
ents and bring to a boil over medium high
heat. Reduce to a simmer and cook for 30 to
45 minutes or until thickened and berries are
broken down. Cool completely.

2. Can be stored in an airtight container in
the refrigerator for up to 2 weeks or can be
canned and stored for up to 6 months. 

* * *
MAPLE ALMOND POPCORN 

Prep time: 5 minutes
Cook time: 15 minutes
Servings: 8 

Ingredients:
6 cups popcorn 
1 cup slivered almonds 
1 cup maple syrup 
Preparation:

1. Grease a large bowl with cooking spray.
Add popcorn and almonds and stir to com-
bine. Set aside.

2. Line a large sheet pan with foil and
grease with cooking spray.

3. In a medium heavy bottom saucepan
over medium high
heat, bring maple
syrup to a boil. Boil
until maple syrup
reaches 300 on a
candy thermometer.
Immediately pour
over popcorn and stir
vigorously to coat.
Quickly spread pop-
corn mixture onto
prepared pan and let
cool completely
before breaking into
pieces. 

(Jamie Geller is the
author of the best-
selling “Quick &
Kosher” cookbook
series and creator of
the Joy of Kosher with
Jamie Geller maga-
zine. She is the host
of the popular “Quick
& Kosher” cooking
show online at
youtube.com/ joy-
ofkosher and on-air
on JLTV. Follow more
of Geller’s Quick &
Kosher cooking
adventures on Twitter
@JoyofKosher and on
facebook.com/joy-
ofkosher

Gift basket themes: tea time or movie time 



MINNEAPOLIS –
Everyone who knows
Evan Kaufmann says the
same thing.

“The one thing I
remember about him is
that he had real charac-
ter,” said Tom Thompson,
the former assistant gen-

eral manager of the Minnesota Wild who now
scouts for the New York Rangers.

“We had him in our training camp with the Wild
in 2008. I remember he was a skinny kid, not real
tall, and he could really skate. He was a really
smart guy. Maybe too smart to be a hockey player.
And he was a real good character guy. That’s what
I remember most. He worked hard and had great
character.”

It could be argued that for some, Kaufmann needs a little character
– right. After all, he’s only 26 and yet he’s taken a step that no one
else has ever taken before. Evan Kaufmann, an athletic Jewish lad
from Plymouth, Minn., made a decision four years ago to play pro-
fessional hockey in Germany. 

And why not? He wasn’t going to make it in the National Hockey
League. That was made clear to him when he attended that Wild
camp in 2008. He was only 5-foot-9 and 165 pounds. These days, if
a small player isn’t as good as Alex Ovechkin or Sidney Crosby, he
hardly gets a look. Kaufmann didn’t get much of a look. 

However, playing professionally with German citizenship meant
quite a lot more for Kaufmann. He might not have expected it when
he played his first game for the Deutschland Elite League’s Düsseldorf
Metro Stars, but after three full seasons in the DEL – and a lot of hard
work – Kaufmann was selected as a member of the German National
Team. Last weekend, he wore his national team jersey at a tourna-
ment in Minsk, Belarus.

For most people, that isn’t a big deal. After all, at the 2002 Winter
Olympics in Salt Lake City, the captain of the German Olympic hock-
ey team was former University of Manitoba Bisons star Mark McKay. 

However, there is an historical back-story to Evan Kaufmann’s jour-
ney: One that makes him either special or somewhat of a traitor,
depending entirely on your point of view.

We first got a hint about Kaufmann’s background in 2008, when he
arrived in Düsseldorf after completing his Business Degree at the
University of Minnesota. He told the local newspaper: “I’m looking for-
ward to learning the language and culture. After all, I have German her-
itage in my family. My grandfather was born in Losnitz and came to the
U.S. after World War II. Unfortunately he passed away recently, but I
have always wanted to see the country where he grew up.”

Hmmm. Grandfather from Losnitz. Jewish. Arrived in the United States
AFTER the Second World War. 

It’s amazing that only recently did the world learn the complete story
of Evan Kaufmann’s family. However, to his credit, he was just a kid from
the American Midwest who wanted to forge a career in a different coun-
try playing a game he loved.

“I had no reason to say anything,” he said. “I didn’t want to make a big
deal out of it. I just didn’t feel comfortable talking about it.”

The story of Kaufmann’s family has been told by hundreds of thousands
of families around the world during the past 70 years. 

Kurt Kaufmann, Evan’s grandfather, was gathered up and deported from
his quiet German home in Losnitz to Auschwitz in Poland along with his
parents, his sister and a large number of his aunts, uncles and cousins.
Kurt’s parents died in the gas chambers. Most of his aunts, uncles and
cousins were murdered by the Nazis, as well.

But Kurt and his sister escaped and fled to freedom in America.
Eerily, Evan Kaufmann’s mere presence in a German national team jer-

sey in Minsk recently transcended sport. He is one of only three Jewish
athletes to represent Germany internationally since the Nazis gained
control in the 1930s. Sarah Poewe, a South African swimmer whose
mother was Jewish, competed for Germany at the Athens Games in
2004. She was the first Jewish female athlete ever to represent the coun-
try. Another swimmer named Herbert Klein took part in the 1952
Olympics in Helsinki, but there is a growing number of European sports
historians who no longer believe that Klein was Jewish. 

It should also never be forgotten that many of Germany’s pre-World
War II Jewish athletes were murdered during the Holocaust. 1920 gold
medal winning shot putter Lili Henoch was murdered beside her moth-
er by an S.S. Death Squad in Latvia in 1942. Werner Seelenbinder, a
German wrestler who finished fourth in the 1936 Berlin Games, was
beheaded after he joined an anti-Hitler group in 1944. A handful of
Jewish national soccer team members from the 1930s were sent to the
camps and gassed.

For Kaufmann, however, there never seemed to be a problem. Perhaps
it was just youthful exuberance or maybe it was simply that he was an

American kid who decided to give his
homeland a second chance. Regardless,
Kaufmann has embraced his new home
and has no desire to leave.

“I’ve found that the younger generation
here in Germany is open to diversity, and
from my experience they’ve all been inter-
ested in knowing more about being
Jewish, including the holidays and tradi-
tions,” Kaufmann told JTA.org. 

“Germany is so different today than it
was back then. I wish more people could
come over here today so they wouldn’t
have to carry that stereotype forever.
Obviously, I never want to forget what
happened, and that’s why I tell my story.
But to hold that against a whole nation of
young people who had nothing to do with
it, would not be right.”

Kaufmann admitted that he originally
had second thoughts about applying for his
German citizenship, but he realized that if
he wanted to pursue a career in German
hockey without having to undergo the con-
stant scrutiny that import players face, he
would be better off as a non-import player.
In other words, the Business
Administration grad made a good business
decision.

Because he was a non-import, Kaufmann
was able to grow and develop as an athlete
in Germany’s best league. This season, he
has 17 goals and 20 assists in 44 games.
Import forwards have to be big scorers and
in the German League, Kaufmann’s an
average scorer. He wouldn’t have a job if
he were an import, but he’s one of the
DEL’s top German nationals. As a result, he
got the phone call from national coach
Jakob Kolliker and got to wear the black,

red and gold national team jersey. 
“None of my family wanted to go to Germany after what had hap-

pened,” Kaufmann told the German press agency DPA. “They had
mixed feelings about me going, but they knew it was my dream to play
professional hockey. I took the chance and I haven’t regretted it for a sin-
gle second. 

“Now my parents come over to visit me once a year. They saw that life
was very good for me and (his wife) Danielle here. That put them at
ease. We even went together to my grandfather’s hometown. Some
elderly people we met even remembered him. It was a very emotional
moment.”

More emotional than representing his grandfather’s country in an
international hockey tournament?

“I sure didn’t have to think hard about accepting my invitation to play
for the team,” Kaufmann told DPA. “It is a great honor, but it was also a
very emotional moment for me when I heard the national anthem
played in Minsk.

“I hope I get to hear it again in the 2012 Olympics.”
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Minnesota Jew now a member of German national hockey team

EVAN KAUFMANN:
“Obviously, I never want to
forget what happened, and
that’s why I tell my story.
But to hold that against a
whole nation of young peo-
ple who had nothing to do
with it, would not be
right.”

By

SCOTT TAYLOR
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It was exactly a
decade ago, in a
March 2002 col-
umn that preceded
the annual arrival
of the major league
baseball season,
that I wrote:

“I love baseball!
The double play

ball from short to second to first is pure bal-
let. The sound of a pitcher’s fastball slam-
ming into a catcher’s mitt or being lined to
deep centre off a Louisville slugger is
music to my ears.” 

Once again it is time for the Jewish boys
of summer to turn their backs on winter
and be the best that they can be, or they
will falter and become mere mortals,
boarding buses in the lower minor leagues
of baseball with a stipend that may be precariously near a below cost-
of-living existence. 

Enough prattle……for now. The regular season commences March
28-29 when Seattle plays Oakland in a pair of games in Tokyo; yet the
Milwaukee Brewers are already winners upon learning in late
February that “The Hebrew Hammer” left-fielder Ryan Braun, last
year’s National League MVP, had his 50-game suspension overturned
by baseball arbitrator Shyam Das.

Shockingly, last fall in one of those “Say- it-ain’t-so, Joe” moments
the now 28-year-old highly regarded star had tested positive for a per-
formance-enhancing drug. What a relief for a club which had already
lost Prince Fielder in free agency, for a princely price of $214 million,
to Detroit.

The son of an Israeli-born Jewish father and a Catholic mother, who
made his fourth consecutive NL All-Star team when he hit .332,
smacked 33 taters, drove in 111 runs and pilfered 33 bases is now the
fourth member of the Jewish persuasion after all-time greats Sandy
Koufax of the Dodgers, Hank Greenberg of the Tigers, and Al Rosen of
the Indians to capture the MVP Award. 

Boston may possibly have three Jews in the lineup in 2012: Kevin
Youkilis, Ryan Kalish, and Ryan Lavarnway. Youkilis, 33, who can play
first or third has been injury prone the past two years, but will bat third
or fourth in the Red Sox lineup, following a year when he had only
431 at bats, but whacked 32 doubles, 17 home runs, had 80 RBI, and
saw his BA drop to .258 from .307, perhaps due to sports-hernia
issues.

Kalish, 24, an outfielder, is presently on the 40-man roster but, due
to injury in 2011, had only 86 at-bats, and hit a paltry .209 at AAA
Pawtucket. In 2010, however, he was with Boston, where he managed
163 at bats and hit .252, drove in 24 and slammed four homers. 

Lavarnway, a 24-year-old catcher, was brought up late last season
and went to the plate for the Red Sox only 39, times hitting .231, and
impressed with a pair of homers. The Yale grad had earned the call-up
when no other player in the Boston organization demonstrated more
power when, between AA Portland and AAA Pawtucket, he went deep
32 times, drove in 93, and batted .290 in 116 games. 

Cleveland second-sacker Jason Kipnis, out of Arizona State, was a
second round pick in 2009 and, if all goes well, two days following
his 25th birthday on April 3rd, he will start against the Blue Jays at
home. He came up last July and, in 136 at bats, he hit a respectable
.272, with nine doubles and seven homers and 19 RBI. And here’s one
for Ripley’s Believe it or Not: Kipnis became the first Indians’ second
baseman to hit a homer in four consecutive games on August 3rd. The
only other Cleveland player to do so was Jewish third baseman Al
Rosen in his rookie year. Precisely one week later, Kipnis had a five-
hit, four-run game. 

The Twins have added a second Jewish player to their roster to go
along with third baseman Danny Valencia. Right-handed hurler Jason
Marquis, who spent his entire 12-season major league career in the
National League, is bringing his act to Minnesota to perform at pitcher-
friendly Target Field. The 33-year-old innings-eater will likely be fourth
or fifth in the rotation and, being a sinkerball pitcher, will keep his
infielders constantly on alert. By today’s standards his one-year pact at
$3 million is a bargain. Last season Marquis went 8-5 with an ERA of
3.95 with the Washington Nationals, before being traded to the Arizona
Diamondbacks on July 30, where he was 0-1 and saw his season ERA
rise to 4.43. Now in the AL he won’t have to go to the plate but, inter-
estingly, he was one of the top hitting pitchers in the NL, and was, on
occasion, employed as a pinch hitter. Marquis missed the last six weeks
of the season with a broken right leg after being hit by a line drive. 

Valencia, 27, is coming off a season where he hit .246 with 15 home

runs and 72 RBI. The Twins are hoping that he can improve upon his
rookie season in 2010, when his BA was .311 in 322 at bats. He hits
lefthanders much better than righties and is a dead pull hitter with out-
standing bat speed and, at 6’ and 220 lbs, the Twins see him as hav-
ing power potential. Danny was raised in Boca Raton, Florida and is
the son of a Jewish mother and a Cuban father. He was raised Jewish,
attended Hebrew school, and was bar mitzvah.

Sam Fuld has finally, at age 30, found a home as a utility outfielder
who brings excitement to the game. The 5’,10” pepper pot can lead
off, steal a base, and make eye-popping snags in left field. With Tampa
Bay last season he came to the plate 308 times and hit .240 with 18
doubles, five triples, three homers and 27 RBI. He will not strike fear
into the hearts of opposition pitchers but, being an agitator and a base
threat with speed that allowed him to steal 20 bases in 2011, he can
distract and annoy entire infields.

A self-injecting diabetic - in dugouts during games - the former Cub
is a fan favoite.

The Texas Rangers’ Jewish duo is back again with Ian Kinsler, 29, at
second, and Scott Feldman on the mound. You can’t define the former
by his mediocre .255 batting average in 2011 since Ian, who is most
often used as a leadoff hitter, has unusual power, going deep 32 times
and adding 34 doubles, along with 77 RBI. Like Rambo of movie
fame, Kinsler can create havoc at any time, at least on the diamond,
stealing 30 bases and scoring 121 runs.

Feldman, now 29, was out much of last year but, in limited service,
he went 2-1 and had an ERA of 3.94 in 11 games. A used-to-be starter,
the Hawaiian resident occasionally comes on in relief, and only took
the ball as a starter twice last year, while working 32 innings. Texas
tried to trade Scott last year, but his contract is heavy and movement
clauses are tight. He will most likely be their primary long man who
does a fair amount of mopping up. 

New York first baseman Ike Davis, the son of former major-league
pitcher Ron Davis and Jewish mother Millie from Lithuania, will start at
first base for the Mets and likely bat cleanup. He missed much of last
season with a serious ankle injury after colliding with teammate David
Wright in pursuit of a pop fly in May. He was off to what may have
been an all-star season when, with only 129 at bats, he was hitting .302
and had eight doubles, seven homers and drove in 25, which matches
his present age. At 6’ 4” and 230 lbs, the moribund Mets, who finished
25 games in arrears, need a healthy season from the Edina, Minnesota
native who, for his size, is sure-handed around the bag.

Arizona’s bullpen ranked 14th in the majors last season and, for
relief in 2012, the Diamondbacks acquired from the Oakland A’s left-
handed reliever Craig Breslow, 31 who has, in the past, also quelled
uprisings, or tried to, in Boston, Cleveland, and Minnesota. Last year
Craig was 0-2 but, in 67 appearances, he had sported an ERA of 3.79.
Hence, his salary on a one-year pact for the upcoming season is close
to $1.8 million, which was negotiated without going to arbitration.
The New Haven CT native is a strikeout pitcher who, in his 295-games
career, has fanned 235 in 279 innings. Oh, one more asset: Craig led
all relievers in the majors with five pickoffs. 

The Dodgers signed veteran Jewish left-handed reliever John
Grabow to a minor league contract this past winter. The 33-year-old
went 3-1 last season, with a 4.76 ERA in 62.1 innings with the Cubs.
He works especially well with runners in scoring position.

Two other hopefuls on this year’s rosters to watch for are pitcher
Michael Schwimer of the Phillies and infielder Josh Satin of the Mets
– both of whom had a cup of coffee in the majors last season. 

Play ball !
The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and

covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.
Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports

to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-
mail: harv360@shaw.ca

Keep an eye out for these guys in the majors this season

DANNY VALENCIA

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

IKE DAVIS
RYAN BRAUN



Cohen came up
with the novel
idea of attending
church for a year

to see whether there was anything that he
would be able to draw upon from that
experience that would lead to a renewal
of his commitment to Judaism.

Prior to embarking upon his journey,
Cohen said that he consulted with his
rabbi, who gave his blessing to his adven-
ture, but with two conditions attached:
He would have to wear a kippah, and he
would have to wear a press badge so that
people would know he was in church as
an “observer”, not as a would-be convert.

Sprinkling his lecture throughout with
hilarious anecdotes and self-deprecating
humour, Cohen kept the audience
amused with his stories of finding himself
in awkward situations on a constant basis.

At one point, Cohen admitted, he actu-
ally went door to door with two Mormon
missionaries. “We were sitting around a
house and I was thinking the woman of
the house must be asking herself: ‘Why did these two Mormon women
bring their accountant with them?’ “

During the question and answer session I asked Cohen a long and
rambling question, (which apparently annoyed many in the audience,
sorry Evita, – maybe I should go to confession and say a few “mea cul-
pas”), the gist of which was: “Would it be fair to say that observant
Jews have a lot more in common with observant Christians than they
do with non-observant Jews?”

Cohen admitted that was true in his case. This leads me to think that
it’s time for a realignment of some sort – you know, Orthodox Jews
and Roman Catholics; Conservative Jews and United Church mem-
bers; Reform Jews and the New Democratic Party.

Day 2 of Limmud saw a huge increase in participants, with an enor-
mous walk-up crowd. (I wonder if stories of the great food the night
before had circulated throughout the city.)

Festival organizers, who had been somewhat concerned by the rel-
atively low number of pre-registrations, were relieved at the
tremendous surge in attendees.

Since I wanted to develop a taste for as many of the presenta-
tions as possible, at times I would wander from one session to
another – which is something that many other participants also
seemed to be doing. Given the rather informal nature of the
entire event, it was hardly a major disruption to have someone
enter into a room at the midpoint of a presentation – nor to leave
early, as the case might have been.

Such was the case for me during the first presentation I attend-
ed Sunday morning: “Hugging and Wrestling with Israel”, given
by David Borzykowski, who is the Project Manager, Issues
Education at the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs.

Borzykowski’s session relied on audience participation. He
asked attendees for their ideas how they would try and improve
the image that others have of Israel. While his goal was laudable,
I found this particular event to be rather slow-moving and a bit
too unstructured, so I wandered over to something completely
different…Juston Jaron Lewis’s book launch of “Many Pious
Women”.

Talk about a change of pace. When I walked into the class-
room, Lewis was reading from what seemed to be a very strange
piece of
w r i t i n g
indeed. It
turned out to
be excerpts
from a very
long Italian
p o e m ,
apparent ly
written in
Yiddish in
1530 by an
u n k n o w n
a u t h o r .
Accord ing
to Lewis, who is co-author of the aforementioned book (and
which sells for the rather high price of $150 – Lewis says you
should ask your library to order a copy if you want to read it
although it is available for general sale), the book is “about
women from Biblical times…it’s a feminist work – a protest on
behalf of women”. Lewis suggests that the “author’s agenda was

‘mild reform’ on behalf of better Jewish education.”
Just to give you a sense of what the book is like, here’s an excerpt

(which Lewis read aloud) that contains several “double-entendres”:
“Now, there is another good custom they have: After the circumci-
sion, on the third day, the women, old and young, slip into the house,
one after the other, they grab at the child’s circumcised member. They
certainly would not miss out on this,
though they would rather do it if he were
older.”

Who would have thunk it, eh: Jewish
feminist porn from the 16th century.

Moving right along – the next presenta-
tion was a medical-oriented one, with fac-
ulty from the University of Manitoba and
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem pre-
senting reports on research projects that
involve both schools.

With Dr. Brent Schacter serving as mod-
erator, three researchers gave fascinating
insight into new developments in two
fields of study: HIV, and Fetal Alcohol
Syndrome (FAS).

During his opening remarks, Schacter
noted that the Hebrew University is now
ranked as the 57th leading university in the
world. In recent years scientists at the
Hebrew University, he said, have made tremendous breakthroughs in
a wide variety of fields, most notably: Diabetes research – scientists at
the university may be close to a cure for this terrible disease; molecu-
lar biology; and toxic shock syndrome.

Four years ago, Schacter explained, the Canadian Friends of the
Hebrew University played a pivotal role in creating the Institute for
Medical Research Israel Canada (IMRIC). Since that time, as a result of
cooperation between researchers in both countries, the scientific
world has made discoveries in areas that are of vital importance to
understanding the progression of specific diseases.

Dr. Adrienne Meyers, of the University of Manitoba, in conjunction
with her colleague Dr. Frank Plummer (who received the prestigious
Scopus Award in 2008 from the Hebrew University), has spent years

Limmud
Cont. from page 1.
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BENYAMIN COHEN: as
a Jew, he had been
doing things “robotical-
ly…prayer was not a
meaningful, spiritual
experience…I wasn’t
jazzed about my
Judaism.”

DAVID BORZYKOWSKI with Limmud attendee
and organizer SHERRY ELAZAR

JUSTON JARON
LEWIS launching his
book “Many Pious
Women”.

Cont. on page 24. See “Limmud”.



studying sex workers in Kenya, particularly
why some of them seem to be absolutely
immune to HIV.

Working with a counterpart of theirs at the
Hebrew University by the name of Ofer Mandelboim, Meyers
explained that there was “no shortage of ideas” that they might con-
sider for possible investigation.

As events transpired, however, the three researchers have focused
their attention on something called “NK cells”. It seems that NK cells
play a vital role “in mediating resistance to HIV”, Meyers said. Further,
NK cells apparently are key to fighting other virus infections, such as
H1N1.

Dr. Abraham Fainsod of the Hebrew University, who is currently on
sabbatical at the University of Manitoba, told the audience how
researchers at both schools have made recent discoveries about Fetal
Alcohol Syndrome. According to Fainsod, FAS affects 70 million peo-
ple worldwide. Canada alone spends over $5 billion a year dealing
with the effects of FAS.

A dramatic breakthrough in the field of FAS research, however, has
come with the discovery that “retinoic acid” is the key factor in alco-
hol’s effects on pregnant women – by affecting the production of
Vitamin A. As it turns out, the most “dangerous time” for the develop-
ment of FAS is during the third week of pregnancy – “around the time
that a woman starts to think that she’s late for her period,” Fainsod
noted.

Thus, a woman who is in a high-risk group for having a baby that
will be born with FAS can greatly reduce the chances of that happen-
ing by ingesting large doses of Vitamin A, he suggested. And, there is
no easier way to do that, Fainsod went on to explain, than by eating
carrots. The problem, however, is in determining how many carrots is
the right amount.

(Of course, since FAS almost always develops as a result of binge
drinking on the mother’s part, there is an easier way to prevent FAS
from occurring, but that’s more a socio-economic issue, Fainsod
admitted.) Still, the discovery that ingesting large doses of Vitamin A is
a key to preventing FAS makes FAS a “nutritional problem”, according
to Fainsod – something that should enable anyone working in the field
a huge step in learning to combat it.

It was at the point that the next presentation was set to begin that I
was most apprehensive. My good friend Arie Lavy had been debating
whether he even wanted to participate in Limmud at all, even though
he had been scheduled as one of the presenters quite some time ago.

Lavy, who had been a Prisoner of War in Egypt during the Yom
Kippur War in 1973, was ambivalent about appearing, he told me, not
so much because he was hesitant to talk about his experiences, but
because he was interested in trying something dramatically different
during his session and he wasn’t sure how well it might go over.

For the first half hour of his talk, Lavy gave the audience a detailed
description of the events that led up to his capture by the Egyptians.
In his typically unsparing style though, he didn’t mince any criticism
of the incompetent manner in which the Israel Defense Force was so
hopelessly unprepared for what proved to be Israel’s worst military set-
back in its history.

It was when he moved into a recounting of his experiences as a
POW, however, that Lavy left the audience particularly spellbound.
Once he and a great many of his fellow soldiers were captured by the
Egyptian army, (and it was sheer luck that, Lavy said, led to his being
captured rather than being shot), it wasn’t long before the incessant
torture began.

In Lavy’s description, a “welcome committee” gave him and his fel-
low prisoners a brutal reception almost
immediately upon their being thrown into
prison. “They beat the hell out of us,” he
said.

Yet, the “organized torture was manage-
able,” he noted. He would be brought into
a room where there would be Egyptian
students who spoke Hebrew grilling them
and, while the level of torture was severe,
it was what would happen after that was
much worse, Lavy insisted.

“The rest of the time they would put a
smelly cloth over my head, my hands
would be tied behind my back,” and he
would be led back to his cell, where he
might be given a few grains of rice to eat.

Between the constant fear of being horri-
bly beaten….and raped, Lavy said that he
still tried to keep his mind “sharp all the
time”.

“You have to listen to your surroundings,” keeping ever alert for the
possibility of the brutal Egyptians guards coming to your cell.

“I had to listen to the sounds of screaming as the Egyptians would go
cell to cell, wondering how long it was before they came for me, try-

ing to figure out which cell they were in,” he said.
With no toilet for anyone, all that Lavy and the others were given

was a pail. (Ironically, it was his own urine that enabled him to draw
a circle of invading defense against the ferocious ticks that were his
constant companions.)

Even worse than the horrendous physical torture, moreover, the psy-
chological torture that he and his fellow prisoners were forced to
endure was even worse.

“We had no concept of time. We didn’t know whether Israel had
been defeated, whether our family and friends were safe. Worse yet,
if our family was still alive, they wouldn’t know whether we were
alive.”

At one point, Lavy says, his own family began to sit shiva for him, he
learned afterward. The absolute worst point in his captivity, Lavy
notes, came when he and a group of fellow prisoners were taken out
for what they thought would be their execution.

“One day the Egyptians decided to enjoy themselves a little better,”
he told his audience.

“They lined us up against a wall – we think it’s an execution wall –
facing a firing squad – they take our shmattes off – the officer gives the
command to fire – we hear the click of the rifle triggers – everyone
thought they were dead – we all fell down – the Egyptians came and
pished on us.”

By the end of his 42-day captivity, Lavy had lost 25 kilos. He was so
emaciated, he said, that when he finally was brought home and he put
on a watch that (his then-girlfriend and now wife) Michal had bought
him for a present before the war, it slipped all the way down from his
wrist to his shoulder.

Following the delicious lunch
(Did I mention that the food at
Limmud was really good?), it was
time for a change of pace from
the last session I had attended, so
I looked for some comic relief.

Sure enough, that came in the
form of Michael Soberman –
whose presentation was entitled
“Why be a part of the Jewish
community? My Jewish stories
from seven continents”.

Well, it wasn’t really about
Jewish stories from seven conti-
nents – but it was a hilarious
non-stop monologue, in true Woody Allen style, during which lawyer-
teacher-Jewish community educator Soberman told a series of terrific
anecdotes about various trips he had taken in years past.

While the tone was light-hearted, Soberman did have a unifying
message, which he brought home with clarity and decisiveness at the
end of his talk. (I would have liked him to stop and take a breath
though. Can you imagine someone speaking 60 minutes straight with-
out pause, without hesitation, and as if he were reading from a mem-
orized script even though he was ad libbing – so polished was his pre-
sentation.)

A good part of Soberman’s talk was given over to his recounting a
trip he took to India as a young man – an inadvertent trip, he says,
since he was flying from Bangkok, Thailand to Tel Aviv and found he
could save a bit of money by spending some time in Mumbai (which
was then still called “Bombay”). It turns out he had to spend four days
in Mumbai – in a cockroach infested hotel where, he says, he saw a
girl filling the so-called bottled water from taps on the street, which
led to his drinking nothing but Pepsis for four days straight. Anyway,
I’m giving you some of the flavour of his hilarious talk.

Throughout all his many trips abroad though, Soberman says that the
“moral of the story” is: “When you become a ‘stranger in a strange
land’, you have two choices:” You can “assimilate” or you can emerge
with a stronger identity.

For Jews, Soberman warns, although we are “the people of the
book”, and are continuing to “write chapter after chapter”, there is a
danger that the chapter we are now writing is the “epilogue” to our
existence as a result of assimilation.

In his summation, Soberman returned to his metaphor of our writing
a book. There are four unifying themes to the notion of “Jewish com-
munity”, he suggested: All of use are responsible for one another; each
one of us is like a link in a chain; the greatest story the world has ever
known is the story of the Jewish people – it’s not someone else’s story,
it’s our story; and finally, each successive generation has the responsi-
bility for writing the next chapter of the Jewish people.

That sounds kind of heavy – doesn’t it? Trust me, I’ve only given you
the heavy duty moral lesson part of Soberman’s talk, which came right
at the end. Some day maybe I’ll tell you about his description of pen-
guins on Antarctica and how they reminded him of “charedim” dav-
ening at the Kotel.
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Brody explains interest in spiritual music
As part of the Feb. 24-25, 2012

Limmud Festival, Moroccan
Israeli/American singer Brody
shared his story as it relates to
“The Kabbalah of Music – Sacred
Sounds,” on the morning of Feb.
25 in the Student Lounge. Brody
had entertained in the Berney
Theatre the night before and was
about to perform again later that
Sunday morning.

When he was 21 Brody said,
he heard the Akon song “Right
Now” on the radio and, having
lived by the Hassidic concept of
taking everyday elements and
raising them up to god, he
remixed it – blending the 16th
century Kabalistic text of “Lecha
Dodi” on YouTube...gaining a
1000s-strong fan following.

When Brody was a teenager, he
travelled to Switzerland on a
two-month program of hiking
and a variety of activities. One
leg of this trip included “a guy
dropping you off in the middle of
a dense forest and saying, ‘see
you in four days,’” said Brody. 

“We were all a bunch of teens-at-risk, rebelling in one way or anoth-
er. We had to learn how to survive, the whole deal. It was a very spir-
itual thing. No cell phones, nothing. It was just you and whoever else
you believed was out there.” 

Brody was thankful to have brought his guitar along with him, not-
ing it became the main attraction for those four days. 

“I can’t explain it, except to say that once you sit and talk and talk
and talk for about an hour, someone talks back – whether that’s you in
your own voice, you understanding something you didn’t before,
whoever is listening, or god to your understanding. 

“You just connect with yourself on a level you’ve never experienced
before. It’s automatically you and god or whatever more powerful
force that’s out there. I spoke with god, with the forest, and was given
the answer to every question I’d ever had.” 

Teen panel discusses “living Jewishly”
Sunday morn-

ing four
teenagers dis-
cussed the
“Tachlis about
Living Jewishly,”
moderated by
Rena Boroditsky,
of Chesed Shel
Emet. 

Baillie Shuster,
a Grade 12 Gray
Academy student
and member of
M a c h o n
Madrichim, said,
“Judaism gives me a spiritual connection. Praying to god gives me
hope. Personally, I believe in god, but it’s possible to be Jewish and a
good person without that belief. I see god as a third parent. S/he loves
you unconditionally like your parents.”

Adi Farage Grade 11 Gray Academy student, President Bat Sheva
chapter, BBG, and member of NCSY and Machon Madrichim, said,
“Judaism brings cultural meaning to life. You can be Jewish without
believing in god. You don’t need to go to synagogue to be Jewish. I
believe in some sort of a higher power and see god in an advisory role
– caring, loving.”

Adam Stoller, Grade 11 Gray Academy student, member of BBYO,
and President NCSY Midwest Region, said, “Judaism is part of us and
connects us to every other Jew in the world. Judaism is what you make
of it. The level of one’s belief in god depends on each person.”

Alana Elbaze, University of Manitoba student, member of Hillel,
BBYO, Machon Madrichim, and NCSY, said, “Judaism brings meaning
to one’s life. For me, there’s no meaning in it without a belief in god. I
believe in god, but it’s possible to be Jewish without believing in god –
for it to be about the culture. That’s mostly what’s keeping Judaism going
today. But I see Judaism without belief in god as an empty vessel.”

Jews of Uganda strive for sustainability
One of the

more popular
L i m m u d
events was a
presentation
by David
Epstein about
“The Jews of
Uganda in
Putti Village:
A story of
Perseverance,
Music, and
Love.”

Epstein cre-
ated the Putti
V i l l a g e
Assistance Organization (PVAO)
two years ago and has been
working with Putti Village and the
Abayudaya for over 10 years.
PVAO works to build a sustain-
able village with the Jews of
Uganda in Putti Village. 

One of PVAO’s major goals is to
create an interfaith school in Putti
that would host students from the
Jewish village as well as their
Christian and Muslim neigh-
bours. 

According to Epstein, PVAO’s
focus is “to help Ugandan Jews
attain recognition in the
Orthodox Jewish world, as is
their wish (through conversion if
necessary) and aid them in their
yearning to join the Jewish peo-
ple and the rich history of Judaism.”

Jewish athletes often overlooked
Marty Gold

and Scott
Taylor were
part of one of
L i m m u d ’ s
closing ses-
sions, dis-
c u s s i n g
“Greenberg
to Goldberg –
J e w i s h
Athletes in
the 20th
Century.”

According
to Gold,
interest in
Jewish athletics picked up at a 1898 Jewish World Conference pre-
sentation while there was a growing Zionist movement and trend of
Jewish self-empowerment. 

“The first big famous-to-the-masses Jewish athlete was boxer, Max
Baer. He did something that elevated Jews, yet he was promoted, and
smeared as a vicious killer. The film ‘Cinderella Man’ was a version of
Baer and James J. Braddock that was very unkind and unfair to Baer.” 

Gold also talked about Jewish baseball great, Hank Greenberg, who
came from an orthodox family. “The Yankees made him an offer and
he turned it down to go to school. He knew he wasn’t about to replace
Lou Gehrig. 

“Greenberg was such a dominant player in an era of Gehrig, Jimmy
Fox, and Babe Ruth. He was right in there. He made a compromise
with his father – he would play on Rosh Hashanah but not on Yom
Kippur.” 

Sandy Koufax was another baseball player mentioned by Gold, who
described him as “A great Jewish hero...This is the first time I remem-
ber people sneaking away from shul to watch baseball.”

Another Jewish athlete Gold noted was football quarterback for the
Chicago Bears, Sid Luckman, describing him as “such a star and well-
rounded person. He had real vision on the field, spotting where the
opportunities were. When he retired he had incredible records – one
of the best quarterbacks of all time.” 

BRODY: “We were all a bunch
of teens-at-risk, rebelling in one
way or another. We had to learn
how to survive, the whole deal.
It was a very spiritual thing. No
cell phones, nothing. It was just
you and whoever else you
believed was out there.”

DAVID EPSTEIN

MARTY GOLD and SCOTT TAYLOR
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GAIL RAYBURN
Gail Rayburn, mother,

grandmother, sister and
friend, died peacefully on
February 21st 2012 at
Seven Acres, Houston
after a short illness.

Gail was born in 1937
as the second child of
Louis and Freda Rayburn
and grew up in Winni-
peg, Canada with her
brother Perry. Gail was a
beautiful, lively and vi-

vacious child and loved to ice skate and dance. Through
her hard work and dedication she became a champion
figure skater.

In 1959 she moved to Houston, Texas where she had
two daughters, Debra and Karen. She continued to
coach skating encouraging both her daughters to fol-
low in her footsteps as competitive figure skaters. Gail
loved music, dancing, art and collectables, and built a
wonderful home for her family. She always remained
beautiful and gracious, and will be forever remem-
bered as such.

Gail led a full, loving and independent life sur-
rounded by beauty and love. She will be deeply missed
by her family and many friends. She passed away
peacefully and with grace.

Gail is survived by her daughters, Debra and Karen;
her beloved grandchildren Hannah and Rachael; and
her brother Perry.

Burial was held at Hebrew Sick Benefit Cemetery,
Winnipeg on February 24th 2012 with her family.

JOAN CALOF
January 12, 1928 - January 14, 2012

Joan, born in Winnipeg, predeceased by her parents
Fanny and Rock Calof, graduated from the U.of Mani-
toba and the U. of Minnesota School of Social Work.
Joan practised her first career in social work in
Minneapolis, then enjoyed a distinguished career as a
performance artist.

Joan wrote and performed monologues and plays,
and won several awards, including a Loft Creative
Nonfiction Award, and a Playrights' Center Jones
Commission.

Joan wanted it said that during her life she helped
clients heal, was a good friend and companion, and
added humor and joy to the lives of others. She was
adventurous in her performances, her many travels and
in all her intellectual pursuits.

She is survived by her beloved companion,Jerry
Hynnek,sister Enid Stevens, two nieces and a nephew.

DANIEL TALLMAN
Daniel David Talman

died peacefully on Janu-
ary 29, 2012 in Aventura,
Florida at the age of 93.
Danny was predeceased
by his parents Mike and
Clara (nee Solotiow)
Tatleman, his daughter
Selma Sigesmund, son,
Martin Tallman and their
mother Sally Tallman
(nee Robbin). He is sur-
vived by his loving wife,
May Tadman Tallman
(nee Mindess), brothers
Harvey, Ervin and Alan

Tallman, sisters Edna Toews and Marjorie Bellan,
daughter-in-law Gloria Tallman, stepson Michael
Tadman (Candis), stepdaughter Roberta Chochinov
(Ron), grandchildren Alexander Tallman, Marshall
Sigesmund (Leslie), Roberta Evtuch (Ray), Krissy
Goodhand, Julia Tadman, Carrie (Andy) Sundberg and
Jennifer Chochinov, great-grandchildren Mitchell and
Grant Sigesmund, Jeffrey and Rachel Evtuch, Morgan
Tallman, Alexander and Bailey Sundberg, numerous
nieces and nephews and caregiver Claudette Luben.

Dan was born in Winnipeg in 1917. He left home at
the age of 14, heading north where he worked as a fur-
trader and also for God’s Lake Gold mine. The mining
company was thrilled to have Dan as he was a great
asset to their baseball team.

He returned to Winnipeg where his father had estab-
lished and developed Tallman Excavation, and became
involved in the family enterprise. He served overseas
during the Second World War with the Royal Winni-
peg Rifles and upon his return to Winnipeg, in partner-
ship with his brother Erven, he established Tallman
Construction Company. One of their earlier projects
was building the first drive-in theatre in Winnipeg. It
was located on Pembina Highway and created quite a
stir.

Their company grew to specialize in airport con-
struction, working on 62 different airport projects
across western and northern Canada and one in Sri
Lanka.

Tallman enterprises expanded to include Tallman
Gravel & Building Supply, Provincial Concrete and
Tallman Paving & Equipment Rental. Dan thrived on
the building process – taking a dream and seeing it
through to completion.

Dan attributed his success in large part to the values
that he held: Work very hard; Think things through
thoroughly and take time to plan; Be willing to take
risks; Learn from mistakes; Never go back on your
word; Be honest; Be tough but fair; Be generous but
sensible.

He shared his success through his generosity and
kindness. He was a “diamond in the rough”, a lover of
people and music and was a founding member of the
Glendale Golf and Country Club. Danny was active
and on the go until shortly before his death.

Dan earned the means to be good to his family and to
his employees. His generosity of spirit extended to
several significant philanthropic endeavours. He was
one of the Founders of the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba and solidified this commitment with a major
gift during his lifetime. He is responsible for improving
the lives of seniors in Winnipeg’s Jewish community in
perpetuity by funding transportation to ensure that
seniors have easy, safe and reliable access to commu-
nity programs, activities and medical appointments. In
2007 he signed The Jewish Foundation’s Endowment
Book of Life. Mr. Tallman also gave generously to the
St. Boniface Hospital Research Foundation, The Saul
and Claribel Simkin Centre and many other charities.
Although a very modest man, he allowed his generos-
ity to be promoted as a means of encouraging other
people to give back in some way to his or her commu-
nity. “To be successful, give more than you get”. Dan
was grateful for the life he’d led and was a source of
warmth, fairness and kindness to all who knew him. He
will be sorely missed and always remembered.

Funeral services were held at the Congregation
Shaarey Zedek on Thursday, February 2, 2012 with
Rabbi Lawrence Pinsker and Cantor Anibal Mass
officiating

In loving memory of
ALEX CHAM

who passed away
February 21, 1984
19 Days in Adar I

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by  your children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

28th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
BESSIE
COLISH

who passed away
February 5, 2011

1 Day in Adar
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her son.

In loving memory of
THELMA

CHAPNICK
who passed away

March 8, 2007
18 days in Adar

— Ever remembered, ever
missed and ever loved by her
husband Morris, son Sid,
daughter Sharon, sister
Bernice, many grandchildren
and great grandchildren.

In Memoriam

5th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
ANNE DAVIS

who passed away
February 25, 2005

16 days Adar
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her loving
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends

Deadline for the
March 21 issue of

The Jewish Post & News
is noon

Thursday, March 15

Thousands of Manitobans are alive today 
thanks to yesterday’s research. 
Learn more, visit heartandstroke.mb.ca 
or call 1.888.473.4636.
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In Memoriam

TEDDY BASS
who passed away

March 4, 1999
16 Days in Adar

MARION BASS
who passed away
January 5, 2011
29 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

Always in our thoughts.
Forever in ur hearts.

– Cookie, Marla & Steven, Tracee and Aaron and their namesakes
Teddy, Carson Edward, Alann Maree, Stafford and Sutton.

In Memoriam

GITEL and WILLIAM RAIZEN
who passed away

In loving memory of our dear parents and grandparents

— Sadly missed and always lovingly remembered by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

April 5, 1982
12 Days in Nissan

March 23, 1984
20 Days in Adar II

DAVID
THOMPSON

who passed away
March 4, 1961

16 Days in Adar

CLARA
THOMPSON

who passed away
February 28, 1964
15 Days in Adar

In loving memory of

You are not forgotten, nor will you ever be.
As long as life and memory last,
We will miss and remember thee.

— Sadly missed by your grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
FRED DEVERE

who passed away
March 26, 2000

19 Days in Adar II
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
ABE EARN

who passed away
March 17, 1995

15 days in Adar II
— Lovingly remembered
by his wife, children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
PAULINE
ESSERS

who passed away
February 22, 2008
17 Days in Adar

— Lovingly remembered by
her devoted nephews Hannon
and Kenneth Bell and their
families.

4th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,

father and grandfather
FRED FUNK

who passed away
March 7, 2007

17 Days in Adar
— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife
Agnes, his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAM (Simon)
GREENFELD

who passed away
March 23, 1973

19 Days in Adar II, 5733
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
RALPH

HAMOVICH
who passed away

February 24, 2008
18 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of the late
WILLIAM
KLEIMAN
who passed away
March 19th, 1984

15th day in Adar II, 5544
We did not know that morning
What sorrow that day would bring
The ache is always near
To part with one so dear
— Ever remembered by his
loving children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JACK LAVITT

who passed away
March 5, 1991

19 Days in Adar I
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ROSE

MITCHELL
who passed away

March 8, 1993
15 days in Adar

— Ever remembered, ever
loved by Sandy, Alan and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
mother and Baba

MIRIAM
PFEFFER-
MACKLIS
who passed away

March 4, 2002
20 Days in Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her son,
grandchildren and loving
daughters-in-law.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dearly
beloved father and zaida
JACK STAR

who passed away
March 12, 1982

17 Days in Adar, 5742
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father & zaide
ZEEV "VOLVI"

WEISZNER
who passed away

March 8, 1997
29 Days in Adar I, 5757

Forever in our hearts.
— Always remembered &
dearly missed by his loving
wife, children, grandchildren
& great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
MARCH 14

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
HARRY WALSH

who passed away on
February 24, 2011

20 days in Adar, 5771
“To live in the hearts of those
we leave behind, is not to die!”
— Ever remembered and
forever loved by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In loving memory of
MORRIS

BERENHAUT
who passed away

February 27, 2011
23 Days in Adar

It’s been a year since you have
been gone and we miss your
smile, your storytelling and
most of all your sense of humor.
Your spirit and determination
was an inspiration to everyone
you touched and will live on for
generations.
You will always be loved and
appreciated and will remain in
our thoughts and in our hearts
forever.
— Your children, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
YORAM BARR

who passed away
March 22, 2009
26 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife
Sarah, his children Tamar,
Na’ama & Marshall, Merav
& Marshall and grand-
children Sami,  Maya,
Mikaela and Jack.
We love you.

In Memoriam

3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved mother and

grandmother
TOBY RUTH

GALL (SEGAL)
who passed away

February 26, 1995
26 Days in Adar I

In our hearts every day.
Missing you more than words
can say.
— Lovingly remembered by
your sons, daughter-in-law,
grandchildren, nephews,
nieces and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JACK

GARDNER
who passed away
March 29, 1995

27 Days in Adar II
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
our beloved

BESSIE
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
February 23, 2003
21 Days in Adar I

Your presence we miss
Your memory we treasure
Loving you always,
forgetting you never
Love,
Rochelle and Harvey, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory
of a wonderful mother,

mother-in-law and baba
BESSIE

(SIDEMAN)
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
February 23, 2003

21 Day in Adar
We miss you so much every
day…

Love always and never
forgotten Sheldon, Adelle,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MORLEY

GLOBERMAN
who passed away

February 28, 2008
22 Days in Adar I

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam
35th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MAX GOLDBERG

who passed away
March 14, 1977
24 days in Adar

Our hearts still ache with
sadness,
And silent tears still flow,
And what it meant to lose you,
No one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by wife Florence,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MICHAL MORRIS

HIRSCH
who passed away

February 28, 2003
26 Days in Adar I

Everlasting memories
Never forgotten

Forever in our hearts!
— Your loving wife Sabina,
son Len, daughters Shelley
and Monica, grandchildren
Nicole, David, Gavin and
Jared and son-in-law Michael.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAM

HOCHMAN
who passed away

March 2, 2008
25 Days in Adar I

— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LILY KANOVSKY

who passed away
March 21, 1998
23 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
FREDA LEIBL

who passed away
March 26, 2006
26 Days in Adar

Thank you for the quality of life
you gave us in so many ways.
We love you and miss you still.
— Your family and friends.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
HARRY LESZCZ

who passed away
March 2, 2000

25 Days in Adar
Our hearts still ache with
sadness and silent tears still
flow
For what it means to lose you
No one will ever know
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by Carol, Rob, Sari,
Ben, family & friends.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father and zaida
MENACHEM

MENDEL (MAX)
NORDON

who passed away suddenly,
but peacefully on
March 24, 2003

21 days in Adar II
You are so sadly missed
by your wife Ruth, daughter
Judi, son David and by your
nine grandchildren who will
always remember you forever
in our hearts
You gave so much of yourself
You loved and cared so much.
Rest in peace my beloved
Husband, Father, and Zaida.

In loving memory of
MOLLY PITCH

who passed away
March 23, 1998
25 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
FAY SLUTCHUK

who passed away
February 24, 1984
22 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

MANUEL
THOMPSON

who passed away
March 25, 2003

21 Days in Adar II
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by his children
and grandchildren.



By RABBI ARI ELLIS
Purim is generally considered one of the most joyous days of the

year. In fact, the joy of Purim extends to the entire month of Adar. Yet
God’s name does not appear even once in the Megillah. The name
of the heroine of the story, and for who the Megillah is name after, is
Esther, alluding to the verse in the Torah “aster et panai,” that God
will hide his face from the world. And the name Purim itself means
‘lots,’ as in chance, accident, or coincidence.

The Megillah itself is in the form of a letter rather than a formal
book. Whereas books are preserved for posterity, most letters are
eventually discarded. And the Hebrew word Megillah comes from a
root which means exposed, vulnerable, or unprotected, describing
the dangers and vulnerability of Jewish life in the Diaspora.

At first glance, the Megillah tells a story of miraculous victory. But
the rabbis understood the anti-climactic nature of Purim. The Talmud
asks why we do not recite Hallel on Purim (the customary Psalms of
Praise recited on all of the other festivals)? And one of the answers
given is that “we are still servants of Ahashverosh.”

At the end of the story, the Jewish People are still in exile. Another
Haman can, and will, eventually rise up to threaten us again. Rabbi
Shlomo Riskin explains that the topsy-turvy nature of the Purim mir-
acle can, at any time, reverse itself. Just as quickly as it came, our
fortunes could just as easily go the other way.

Interestingly, the rabbis
teach us that we should
“drink on Purim until we
can no longer distinguish
between praising
Mordechai and cursing
Haman.” But why should
we be commanded to do
such a thing? If you were to
take it literally, just imagine
how much you’d actually
have to drink to come to
that state of drunkenness!

Rather, Rabbi Riskin
explains, what the rabbis
mean to teach us is that it’s
impossible to truly rejoice
on Purim without the aid of
large amounts of alcohol.
It’s a type of artificial joy that only comes from dulled senses and a
lack of clear thinking. The Jewish community in Persia was at the
heights of such mass assimilation, rivalling the state of the Jewish
people today.

The Jews of Persia participated en masse in the 180 day party of
Ahahverosh. And nowhere, according to the simple reading of the
Megillah, does it even imply that kosher food was available, even
upon request. Even the niece of the most respected leader of the
Jewish people, goes off to marry and live with a non-Jew as his
queen. Had Haman not reminded the Jews of who they were by per-
secuting them, they would have eventually disappeared through
assimilation.

Whenever Jewish communities flourished, Jews tended to assimi-
late and abandon their identities. That’s what happened in
Alexandria, Egypt and in Kaifeng, China; and this is what is happen-
ing today in North America. According to one study, in less than two
decades we’ll have lost more than one million identifying Jews! If we
need a Haman to save the day by reminding who we are, we can
only rejoice under the influence of alcohol!

So why bother celebrating Purim at all? Rabbi Riskin explains that,
at the beginning of the Megillah, Mordechai is one of many advisors
to a King who seems to rule by the consensus of a group of advisors.
Ahashverosh was not an absolute ruler. But eventually he gives
Haman absolute power. And Haman uses it in the name of funda-
mentalism and intolerance. To this no Jew, and no human being,
should submit. That’s why “Mordechai would not bend his knee or
bow down” to Haman.

And furthermore, Mordechai risks his life in his struggle against
Haman. He convinces Esther to join him in this battle, and she also
places her life in jeopardy to save her nation. She must risk every-
thing by going to Ahashverosh without having been summoned - a
crime that may be punished by death. She approaches him with wis-
dom and courage, willing to sacrifice herself knowing full well that
“if I perish, I shall perish.”

So ultimately, the message of Purim is that we must always be will-
ing to stand up for right, fight against evil, and sacrifice for what we
believe in. Being Jewish is something that we must never take for
granted. We have to constantly sacrifice our time, our money, and
our effort to live our lives proudly as Jews. So despite the bittersweet
nature of the miracle of Purim, it is indeed still a joyous day.
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Purim comment

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ESTHER PIERCE

who passed away
February 27, 1976
26 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

4th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MAURICE
POCKETT
who passed away
March 28, 2008
21 days in Adar

Your love, good deeds,
kindness, friendship
and laughter live
on in our hearts
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed.

In loving memory of our dear
mother and Baba

RUTH
SILVERBERG

who passed away
March 1, 1989

24 Days in Adar
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
COLEMAN
STANILOFF

who passed away
March 27, 2003

24 Days in Adar II, 5763
—Greatly missed by your wife,
children, grandchildren, sister
and friends.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
GOLDYE
STERN

who passed away
March 3, 2000
27 days in Adar

Wonderful memories keep you
forever near.
— So cherished and sadly
missed by your daughter
Farron, son Mel, sister Rosalie
London, your dear grand-
children and great grand-
children, your devoted family,
and all your friends who were
so special to you.

In loving memory of
JACK WILDER

who passed away
March 5, 1978

26 Days in Adar II
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
34th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
ROSE YAKIR

who passed away
February 23, 2003
21 Days in Adar I

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

Rethinking our Drinking on Purim

Peres: No space
between U.S. and

Israel on Iran
W A S H I N G T O N

(JTA) – Israeli
President Shimon
Peres said there is no
space between the
United States and
Israel when it comes
to Iran and said
President Obama’s
commitment to Israel
is “profound.”

Peres was the first
major speaker
Sunday at the
American Israel
Public Affairs
Committee annual
policy conference in
Washington.

“The United States
and Israel share the
same goal – to prevent
Iran from developing a
nuclear weapon. There
is no space between
us,” Peres told the
AIPAC crowd. 

Peres praised
Obama for helping to
preserve Israel’s safety
and security by secur-
ing its highest level of
foreign aid and assist-
ing with the develop-
ment of the Iron
Dome missile defense
system.

“Mr. President, I
know your commit-
ment to Israel is deep
and profound. Under
your leadership secu-
rity cooperation
between the U.S. and
Israel has reached its
highest level,” Peres
said.

There have been
reports in recent
months of differences
between Obama and
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
over the “red lines”
that would prompt
military action
against Iran to head
off its suspected
nuclear weapons pro-
gram.

…what the rabbis mean to
teach us is that it’s impossi-
ble to truly rejoice on Purim

without the aid of large
amounts of alcohol. It’s a
type of artificial joy that
only comes from dulled

senses and a lack of clear
thinking. The Jewish com-

munity in Persia was at the
heights of such mass assimi-
lation, rivalling the state of

the Jewish People today.
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Community news

Israel getting “Talk” 
By REBECA
KUROPATWA 

M i c h a e l
N a t h a n s o n ’s
drama “Talk” is
heading to
Israel this April.
The Winnipeg
Jewish Theatre
(WJT) produc-
tion is the
internat ional
participant in
the Stage One
English Theatre
Festival to be
presented in
Jerusalem April
8-10. 

“Talk” is about two longtime
friends who find themselves on
opposite sides of the Middle
East conflict. It debuted at the
WJT in 2007, at the Harold
Green Jewish Theatre in
Toronto in March 2010, and at
the National Arts Centre’s
Prairie Scene 2011 in Ottawa.

This will be the WJT’s artistic
producer Nathanson’s first time
in Israel. “The fact that this play
is taking me there makes the
experience all the more over-
whelming,” he said. 

Nathanson (45), who was
born and raised in Winnipeg,
trained as an actor at the
University of Winnipeg (U of
W) and became more interested in writing in the late 1980s. He has
been with the WJT since Jan. 2007.

“Talk” was inspired when a friend of Nathanson’s, who was living
in Europe, sent him a series of articles via e-mail about a week after
the tragedy of Sept. 11, 2001. “I was living in New York City then,
and was slated to be downtown on the morning of Sept. 11, 2001,
but didn’t confirm plans the previous day and so avoided being at
Ground Zero,” Nathanson said.

The articles sent to Nathanson by his friend included one that was
very critical of Israel, written by an American professor. “I had diffi-
culty understanding why these articles were sent to me given that I’d
been present during the largest terrorist attack on North America
soil,” he said.

This led Nathanson to wonder how well friends really know each
other and what might drive them apart. 

Nathanson sees “Talk” as “serving as a kind of Rorschach test for
audience members. They respond to the politics of the play based
on their own beliefs on the Middle East conflict. 

“The play was written to engender dialogue, to get people talking
on the issue, and to hopefully find a middle ground where discus-
sion can take place. Unfortunately, the play seems to have constant
timeliness – that is, the conflict in the Middle East seems nowhere
close to a resolution presently.”

So far, those who have seen the play have told Nathanson how
much they enjoyed it. “It engages them in terms of the journey of a
friendship ending, as well as concerning the nature of the political
discussion concerning the Israelis and Palestinians.

“The play is a very emotionally honest piece of writing and that’s
why audiences have felt its impact. A viewer can feel their alle-
giances shifting between the characters throughout the course of the
play.” 

One of Nathanson’s favourite audience comments came from an
audience member following the Ottawa showing. “She responded dur-
ing a talkback that she saw herself in both of the characters, and she
felt she needed to go home and have a good talk with herself,” he said.

When the WJT received an e-mail last Sept. requesting they make
a submission to be included in the Stage One English Theatre
Festival at the Beit Avi Chai Cultural Centre in Jerusalem, “we sub-
mitted and were lucky enough to be invited,” said Nathanson.

“I’m deeply honoured that the play is being done in Israel and
hope it will be received in the spirit in which it was written.

“I hope “Talk” continues to get produced and to generate more
conversations among its audience members.”

Actors ARNE MACPHERSON (left) and
GRAHAM ASHMORE.

MICHAEL NATHANSON

By NADIA KIDWAI
Even in 2012, Jewish and Muslim communities in Canada are

still victim to prejudices, discrimination and even racist attack.
Early in January of this year, a mosque in Gatineau, Quebec was
vandalized twice in one week with its windows smashed and its
walls desecrated with the words “F-ck Arabs” scrawled in graffiti.
Here in Winnipeg last year, a 14-year-old Jewish girl was con-
fronted in the hallway of her high school by a boy who pulled out
a cigarette lighter and singed the girl’s hair after making an anti-
Semitic remark towards her.

Both incidences are repulsive and shocking and cannot be
ignored as mere “freak occurrences”. With this in mind, the
Islamic Social Services Association (ISSA) is organising a first-of-
its-kind event here in Winnipeg on Sunday March 25th 2012 at
the Hilton Hotel, 1800 Wellington Avenue. The one day sympo-
sium, funded by the Government of Manitoba and the Winnipeg
Foundation is titled “Manitoban Muslims and Jews Standing
Together for a Just and Inclusive Canada”. It aims to bring togeth-
er local Muslims and Jews to “build and develop bridges of soli-
darity and understanding based on accurate information to com-
bat Islamophobia and Antisemitism together proactively, through
collaboration and cooperation.”

Collaboration has been the key approach to organizing the sym-
posium, with members of the Jewish, Muslim and Christian com-
munity involved in the design and organization of the event, and
with a diverse group of organizations supporting it, including the
Winnipeg Free Press. Keynote speakers include Rabbi Or Rose,
Director of the Centre for Global Judaism at Hebrew College and
Imam Abdullah Antepli, Muslim Chaplain at Duke University.

Registration is free, but space is limited. Please register by call-
ing ISSA at (204) 944 1560. Registration deadline is March 20,
2012.

Muslims and Jews standing
together in Manitoba



Now that we’re approaching tax time, it’s a
good time to keep track of all your sources of
income: e.g. If you owned common stock it
could be a good idea, if you could review all
your statements from 2011, and set up a file,
called receivables for 2012. By listing the 12
months of the year you could indicate, in
pencil how much was paid by each company,
and the last payment.

As each payment was deposited to your brokerage account you
would enter it, in ink and compare it with the amount you expected
to receive, and thereby determine which companies have increased
their dividends, or if they remained the same as the previous year or
if they have diminished. Keep in mind that corporate dividends are not
guaranteed.

You could apply the same principle to receivables from bonds,
G.I.C’s, preferred shares, annuities, or real estate, or any other invest-
ments that are a source of income for 2012. The same concept could
apply to your accounts payable for 2012, e.g. income tax installments,
house or condominium taxes.

You could also use these ideas to keep track of your prescription
medicines, particularly, if you are referred to a new doctor, or are
preparing for treatment, or surgery.

They need to know which prescription medicines you are taking. If
you have a computer, you could use Excel to help you make up these

charts. Some of the column headings that could apply would be:
Medication, dosage, date, the doctor’s name and phone number and
remarks. 

Now that the new year has begun, are you keeping up with your res-
olutions to exercise more, and eat less of the foods that have caused
you to gain more weight? Have you started reading more, and watch-
ing T.V. less? Are you keeping your mind active in your old age? Have
you tried being a volunteer? It’s a great way of getting your mind off
your own troubles.

You need to file your 2011 income tax by April 30th. 2012. It may be
too late to add any deductions for the 2011 tax year, but it is not too
late to organize your income tax file so that you have receipts for all
of your charitable contributions. If you have kept track of your dona-
tions you may want to follow up with a phone call for missing
receipts. It’s better to have this information now, rather than the last
week of April! Whether you file your own income tax returns, or you
have your accountant do it for you, you can never have too much
information to make this process easier.

For those of you that have ventured into the stock market on your
own, 2012 may be a time to review your accounts. Are you getting the
best bang for your buck? Are you hanging on to your losers? Are you
doing enough research, before making investment decisions? Are you
holding on to yesterday’s winners? Is your portfolio diversified
enough? Are you trading on the news?
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Synagogue service times
We are seniors

Chapter no. 17

Looking to buy your old Jewish
holy books/Hebrew Seforim

especially interested in
collections

contact me at 845 694 0206
harrymrg@yahoo.ca

BOOKS WANTED

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through me and

receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss
925-7999

e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Piano, Guitar & Voice
Studio

 Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 489-9048.

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

MUSIC LESSONS

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

Advertise  in
The Jewish Post &

News
Call 694-3332

for information.

Temporary Full-Time
(8 vacancies)

Construction labourer and
helper required in Winnipeg

area, Manitoba;
CD $17.00/hr; 40 hrs/week;
no education/no experience

required;
Languages: English;

Duties includes -
Load/unload/transport
construction materials,

Mix/pour/spread materials,
Clean & pile salvaged

materials, Remove rubble &
other debris at construction
sites etc. Contact: Shahin;
(Kaneko Enterprise Ltd.);

By E-mail:
kanekoenterpirse@yahoo

HELP WANTED

Elena Livni
Sutton Group -

Kilkenny Real Estate
(204) 298-7079

Winnipeg Beach Cottage
on Maple for Summer

Weekly Rental.
Perfect Family Getaway.

East of Prospect.
Steps to Beach and Marina.
jsmith823@hotmail.com

COTTAGE FOR RENT

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, March 9. Candle lighting: 6:07. Mincha: 6:10. Schacharis: 9:30. Shabbat ends:

7:06. Sunday morning service: 9:00. Weekday morning service: 8:00. Mincha/Maariv ser-
vice for the week of March 11-15: 7:20.

Friday, March 16. Candle lighting: 7:18. Mincha: 7:20. Schacharis: 9:30. Shabbat ends:
8:17. Mincha/Maariv service for the week of March 18-22: 7:30.

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers tradition-
al Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is
saying kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, March 9 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting

6:07 p.m. Shushan Purim. Saturday, March 10 - Ki Tisa - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 7:06 p.m.  Sunday, March 11 - morning ser-
vice 9:00 a.m. Daylight saving - turn clock ahead.

Monday, March 12-Thursday, March 15 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service
6:00 p.m.

Friday, March 16 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle light-
ing 7:18 p.m. Saturday, March 17 - Vayak’hel-Pekudei - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 8:17 p.m. Sunday, March 18 - morning service
9:00 a.m.

Monday, March 19-Thursday, March 22 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service
6:00 p.m. March 20 - Adult education program.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue

office. 
Friday, March 9 - Morning Service 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service

5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 6:07 p.m.
Shabbat, March 10 – Parashat Ki Tisa - Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Family Service 10:30

a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 7:08 p.m.
Friday, March 16 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 p.m.; Kabbalat Shabbat Alive Service with Keyboard 6:15 p.m.; Candle
Lighting 7:18 p.m. Shabbat, March 17 – Parashat Vayakhel-Pekudei / Shabbat Parah -
Morning Service 9:00 a.m. lead by members of Shaarey Zedek Sisterhood; Evening Minyan
6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 8:19 p.m.

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Canadian Holidays
9:00 a.m. Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat
Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297

Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and

Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE

Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting for Friday, March 9, no later than 6:07 p.m. Mincha/Kaballat Shabbat at

6:05 p.m. Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Ki Tisa. Mincha
Service at 6:05 p.m. Shabbat ends at 7:06 p.m.

Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 7:15 p.m.
Candle Lighting for Friday, March 16, no later than 7:18 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat

at 7:15 p.m. Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Vayak’hel-Pekudei.
Parshat Parah. Shabbat Chazak. Mevarchim Hachodesh.

Mincha service at 7:15 p.m. Shabbat ends at 8:17 p.m.
Daily Mincha/maariv services at 7:25 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox service are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be

holding: 
• Friday, March 9 at 7:30 p.m. Purim Shpiel with Rabbi Karen and a host of talented

‘Purim Shpielers’! Let out your inner Purim - come in costume.
• Saturday, March 10 at 10:30 a.m. Yoga Shalom followed by: at Noon - Light Lunch and

Torah Study led by Rabbi Karen Soria; at 4 p.m. Torah Study: The Joseph Chronicles led by
Rabbi Karen Soria.

• Sunday, March 11 at 10 a.m. Megillah Reading led by Rabbi Karen Soria. Come in a
Purim costume and bring your gragger!

• Friday, March 16 at 7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service lay led by Justin Lewis and Jane Enkin.

By

HARRY WARREN



JERUSALEM (JTA) -- The still-new recycling center in the Givat Shaul
neighborhood of Jerusalem is fairly quiet on a crisp winter afternoon.
Several people drive in to drop off their recycling -- from old printers
and batteries to aluminum pans, plastic containers and cardboard -- in
bins clearly labeled for each type of material.

These people, however, are the outliers.
Most Jerusalemites don’t recycle at all. The city has no curbside recy-

cling program and, as in the rest of Israel, recycling is not mandatory
here.

“In the State of Israel, we’re used to just dumping our garbage,”
Yakutiel Tzipori, a spokesperson for the Environment Ministry, told JTA.
“We’re a developing country and everything else was more important,
like security and defense; the environment just wasn’t at the top of the
list. But now that’s changing.”

In 2011, the ministry received a relatively large influx of cash from

the state budget -- approximately $74 million -- that helped pay for
new recycling sorting facilities, bins for composting in certain cities
and environmental education.

It may be a long road ahead, but proponents of recycling say that lit-
tle by little, Israelis are learning to become more conscious of their
environment.

Israel started its recycling program in 1999 with plastic bottle recy-
cling cages on street corners, then a project of various youth move-
ments that was later adopted by the municipalities. The government
also implemented a deposit law for beverage containers, expanding a
decades-old program that applied to some glass bottles to all glass and
cans.

According to Chagit Hoshen, the marketing manager of ELA
Recycling, the nonprofit organization that handles recycling collection
countrywide, an average of 41 percent of plastic bottles were recy-

cled in 2011.
It’s not just bottles.
The government is spending some $90

million on trial recycling programs for com-
posting -- separating wet and dry garbage -
- in 31 towns and cities, including infra-
structure and local education.

It'll be a while before Israelis in Tel Aviv
and Jerusalem are separating their garbage
for curbside pickup because those cities still
don’t have the infrastructure and budget for
it, but they’re already moving ahead with
composting.

Jerusalem has more than 20 communal
composting gardens where residents can
learn about gardening and bring their waste
to be composted.

Oded Meshulam, who teaches seminars
on compost and makes and sells com-
posters, says composting is important
“because wet, heavy garbage is a significant
addition to the landfill.”

Modiin, a city of some 75,000 midway
between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, already is
learning to compost.

Modiin is also home to Hava and Adam,
an eight-acre ecological farm whose name
plays on the biblical Adam and Eve and
"hava," the Hebrew word for farm.
Established by local educators, environ-
mentalists and social activists as an ecolog-
ical educational center, the farm aims to
live by example and has always composted,
recycled and built with all of its waste or
trash.

When Modiin began planning its recy-
cling program, it was clear that the Hava
would be involved in teaching Modiiners
how to separate their waste at source.

Beginning last spring, the farm and
municipality began gathering forces, find-
ing people who were interested in learning
and teaching kids and parents how to sepa-
rate trash at home, using the brown com-
posting bins being handed out by the city.

“When kids see me on the street they yell,
‘Brown bin, brown bin!’ ” said Jo Maissel, a
tour guide and mother of three. There have
been glitches, such as too much liquid gath-
ering at the bottom of the bins (they advise
putting a newspaper at the bottom), or con-
fusion between the blue, brown and green
bins in the communal garbage rooms, but
residents mostly seem willing to take on
composting.

But Modiin is an unusual case. “Just try
this in a city like Beersheva,” Maissel said.
“It’ll never happen.”

Modiin is investing approximately
$400,000 per year for the program, on top
of the $2.6 million or so it spends each year
on sanitation removal. Yet there are the
“hidden levies” every city pays for dumping
garbage in landfills, Shani says. If the city
really succeeds in separating garbage, its
fines will be lowered.

32 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, March 7, 2012

Israel

Recycling slow to catch on in Israel - but it’s starting


