
By BERNIE BELLAN
A host of Winnipeg Jewish organizations

and synagogues joined together to hold a spe-
cial memorial service Sunday evening, July 7,
to commemorate the memories of the three
Israeli teenage boys, who were murdered by
Hamas terrorists: Eyal Yifrach, Gilad Sha’er,
and Naftali Frankel. Some 200 people came
out to the service, which was publicized
through e-mails and word of mouth.

The service, which was held at the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue, was put together quickly
once news of the discovery of the boys’
bodies became known last Monday.

Faye Rosenberg-Cohen, Planning
Director for the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg, told the audience that “When I
put the question out as to whether we
should hold a memorial service I received
a resounding yes.”

Rosenberg-Cohen went on to note that
“the purpose of this service is to join with
other Jewish communities around the
world in mourning the loss of the three
young lives.”

Rabbi Alan Green of Congregation
Shaarey Zedek took particular aim at the lack of condemnation of the
murders from among Muslims, saying that “If Muslim clerics don’t rise
up to condemn the murderers among them, then a great religion will
be sullied.”

He went on to ask: “Will our Muslim brothers not protest the terror-
ists among them?”

Speaking of Hamas which, Rabbi Green noted, targets homosexuals
and women as well as Jews for persecution, often leading to their mur-
ders too, he decried Hamas’s “sending members to prey on innocent
teens, to kidnap and murder them in cold blood.”

Quoting Friedrich Nietzsche, Rabbi Green warned however, that

“Whoever fights mon-
sters should see to it that
in the process they do
not themselves become
monsters” (in reference to the apparent murder
of a a16-year-old Palestinian by Israelis.)

“One thing Israel cannot survive is becoming
as monstrous as the monsters we are fighting,”
Rabbi Green intoned.

Rabbi Ari Ellis of Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun
Congregation said that “We gather here this

evening to stand as one…and to continue to
pray for peace for the State of Israel.”

Quoting Rabbi Jonathan Sachs, Rabbi Ellis
noted that “Judaism as a religion was a
protest against the other religions of the
ancient world – that glorified death.

“ We believe in the ‘olam haba’ (world to
come),” Rabbi Ellis explained, “yet the Bible
only speaks of that by way of allusion.

“Too much focus on the next world can
lead to heinous acts,” he suggested. The three

teenagers “were killed by people who wor-
ship death,” he stated.

“Rabbi Sachs observed that cultures that
worship death die; that’s why we’re still here, Rabbi Ellis noted.

But, rather than asking “Why do bad things happen to good peo-
ple?” in the case of the three young Israelis, Rabbi Ellis said the ques-
tion should be “What do good people do when bad things happen?”

The answer, he said, is to continue to lead proper lives and to be
respectful of Jewish traditions.

The other parts of the service consisted of a number of prayers and
songs offered by different members of the community. On our website
we have a portion of a song titled “Acheinu” (Our brothers), which
was sung by Gray Academy grad Kas Kuropatwa.

Vol. 27  No. 21   WINNIPEG, WEDNESDAY, JULY 9, 2014  11 Days in Tammuz, 5774 Candle lighting time Friday is 9:17 p.m.
Shabbat ends at 10:25 p.m.

By BERNIE BELLAN
In a press release dated June 26 the

Jewish Federation of Winnipeg has
announced that Winnipegger Adam
Bronstone has been chosen as the new
CEO of the Federation, succeeding Bob
Freedman, who will be retiring this coming
August.

In its release, the Federation noted that
Dr. Bronstone is a “native Winnipegger, Dr.
Bronstone returned to Winnipeg in January
after almost 15 years in the US in senior
management roles with the Kansas City
Chamber of Commerce, and the Jewish
Federations of New Orleans, Jacksonville
and Broward County, Florida. 

His Federation experience is broad,
including responsibilities in Communal Planning, Allocations,
Government Relations, Young Leadership, Research and Community
Engagement. Immediately prior to returning to Winnipeg, Dr.
Bronstone led fundraising and donor development for a New York pro-
fessional and trades group, ORT America. Dr. Bronstone holds a PhD
in International Relations from the University of Hull, UK, an MA in
International Relations from York University in Toronto, and a BA in
Political Science from the University of Manitoba.

On his own Linked-in page, Dr. Bronstone lists a number of his
accomplishments: “I have worked in a number of fields (non-profit
and corporate) in three countries (Britain, Canada and the United
States, where I have continually been asked to hold a multitude of
portfolios at the same time. 

“This is combined with my background in Political Science, with a
specialization in International Relations.” I have publications in the
areas of economic and financial matters as well as national/interna-
tional security.” I have experience of living overseas (Britain and
Israel).” 

At the end of his description of his accomplishments, Dr. Bronstone
notes (in what can be seen as a hint of why he applied for the position

of CEO here): “Finally, my goal is to lead
either a Jewish federation or a chamber of
commerce-type organization, while lec-
turing part-time on political science
issues.” 

It should also be noted that Bronstone
has served as a lay rabbi for the Shir
Hatikvah congregation, which has held
high holyday services for years in various
Winnipeg venues. 

Finally, and certainly most importantly,
Adam Bronstone was the high school cor-
respondent for The Jewish Post & News
when he attended Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate. Like many others since, that
was the pinnacle of his career. 

(On a personal note, I can say that I’ve
recently been attending Dr. Bronstone’s

class on Middle East issues at the Rady JCC. Man - does that guy know
how to lecture! His background in Political Science will certainly
stand him in good stead when he tries to navigate the murky waters of
internal Jewish politics in Winnipeg. I didn’t say “shark-filled waters”
but that may be appropriate.)

As for Al Benarroch’s appointment as the new executive director of
Jewish Child & Family Service – well, that comes as no surprise.
Benarroch had been the clinical director of JCFS for many years now,
and had been with the agency for 15 years. (To read more about this
appointment read the official announcement from JCFS on page 10.)

(No doubt it won’t be long – if it hasn’t happened already) before the
owner of another Winnipeg Jewish website will be phoning wealthy
marchers all over the city asking them to donate money to her so that
she can post their congratulatory ads to Adam and Al on her website.
We don’t do that at The Jewish Post & News. It’s more than a little
tacky.

Read more about my wondering why a woman wasn’t appointed to
either position in my “Short Takes” column on page 4.
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By BERNIE BELLAN
A little over two weeks ago we

received a media release from
someone whom we didn’t know
named Jim McEachern titled
“City Considers the Sale of a
Portion of Town Island”.

The press release went on to
say that “Council for the City of
Kenora announced today they
will consider the sale of 30 acres
of Town Island to the B’nai Brith
Camp (BB Camp) that has existed
on this portion of the island for
60 years. 

“The sale of this land gives BB
Camp the assurance that it will
continue as a viable asset to
Kenora and Lake of the Woods
for children and events for years
to come. A restrictive covenant
has also been included as part of
the offer of sale of the lands to
guarantee that there will be no
change to the intended use of the
property resulting from the sale.”

So far – so good. Then, on July
1 we received an e-mail from
Brenda Tessler, Director of BB
Camp, in which Aaron London,
Chair, B’nai Brith Camp
Community Board, stated the fol-
lowing: “On behalf of the Board
of Directors of BB Camp, I am
excited to report that the City of
Kenora has passed a motion to
accept our offer to purchase 30
acres of Town Island.

“The purchase of thirty acres
doubles our campsite footprint
and will ensure the valuable BB
Experience continues to touch
and enrich the lives of genera-
tions to come. We look forward
to sharing our plans with you.”

Okay – so BB Camp now
owned the campsite where it has
been in existence for over 60
years – and was in a position to
expand its “footprint” in the

future, if it wished to do so.
At this point though I was intrigued enough to wonder: “Is there

something that’s happened that led BB Camp to want to purchase the
land on Town Island rather than continue leasing it?”

So I asked Aaron London to explain what might have led to the pre-
sent situation whereby BB Camp had now purchased its campsite from
the Town of Kenora.

London wrote the following in response: 
“Fortunately, we have developed an excellent rapport with Kenora

over the last number of years and as matters progressed we were ulti-
mately able to obtain a longer term lease. Nonetheless, there was
always the risk that we would find ourselves back on the hot seat.
With the purchase, we can now divert our energy from worrying about
short term risks and focus on moving forward. We are very pleased as
this result is a win-win situation for all parties: The Camp solidifies our
place in Lake of the Woods, the City can monetize a part of Town
Island for the benefit of its rate payers and the public will maintain
about 200 acres of pristine natural habitat on the Lake.”

That left unanswered, however, the question: “Was there something
that happened that led to this recent development?”

Here is what London wrote, in response:
“As our last 15 year lease was set to expire in around 2007-08 the

City of Kenora announced plans to subdivide Town Island for cottage
development. This would have been a disaster for the Camp (empha-
sis mine). While that decision was eventually averted by a number of
factors, as the City contemplated its next move, we were only able to
negotiate a two year lease. As a non-profit, it is very difficult to go to
your constituents for funding when there is an existential threat hang-
ing over your head.” 

This led me to wonder how precarious BB Camp’s situation has been
since 2007-08. I asked Aaron London the following: “One thing about
what you wrote here Aaron - you say that you were only able to nego-
tiate a two-year lease. But the last lease was set to expire around
2007-08. When was that two-year lease negotiated? It all sounds like
BB Camp had been in a pretty precarious situation in terms of having
a lease on Town Island for quite some time. Is that fair to say?”

Aaron responded: I'd have to check to get the exact chronolo-
gy.   Suffice it to say there were a few years of concern where many
parties were making efforts to improve the situation on behalf of the
camp.   We were able to establish a 15 year lease in around 2012 and
negotiations for the acquisition started shortly thereafter.   

The greatest concern arose at the time of the subdivision announce-
ment by the city, back in 08.  While we've had to navigate through
that and subsequent processes, we now have the best outcome possi-
ble."

The conclusion, therefore, is that both the City of Kenora and BB
Camp found it to be in their mutual interest to negotiate a sale of the
land upon which BB Camp finds itself; that there is now double the
amount of land available for BB Camp to expand the camp in the
future; and that cottage development will not take place on Town
Island.   
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New program at Gwen Secter

Thanks to the generosity of a grant from the Jewish Foundation
of Manitoba, Gwen Secter is excited to offer a new and stimulat-
ing program at the Centre, aimed at keeping seniors connected
with Judaism and Jewish issues. The program will take the form of
a Shabbat lunch on designated Fridays starting this July and run-
ning to early in 2015.

A primary focus is to encourage older adults who may be living
alone to come out and join in the company of others in a social
setting, enjoy a wonderful Shabbat dinner and participate in dis-
cussion.

We will be inviting our local rabbinic leaders and scholars to
speak about the Torah reading of the week and facilitate discus-
sion about this and any other topic the group is interested in.

This is a perfect opportunity for seniors to keep connected with
Judaism and at the same time enjoy the famous Shabbat dinners
catered by Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre. It includes chick-
en soup, chicken dinner and dessert.

For a nominal cost of $5 per person, we invite our community
elders to join us for the Shabbat Shalom program starting this July.
Transportation is available upon request.

Please call Elaine at 204-339-1701 to register your interest.

BB Camp buys its campsite from Town of Kenora after 60 years of leasing

Satellite image of Town Island: “The sale of this land gives BB Camp
the assurance that it will continue as a viable asset to Kenora and
Lake of the Woods for children and events for years to come.”



By BERNIE BELLAN
Soon-to-be-retired Israeli

President Shimon Peres and
Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu come from divergent
spectrums of the Israeli political
landscape – Peres being the old
Labour Party warhorse, with
Netanyahu the right-wing heir to
the Likud Party mantle that he
inherited from the late
Menachem Begin.

While not every left-leaning
politician is a democrat and not
every right-leaning politician is
anti-democratic, watching in
person these two icons of Israel’s
history appear one after another,
as my wife Meachelle and I were
privileged to do, on Sunday, June 22, provided a clear lesson in diver-
gent political styles.

The occasion was the first ever “Jewish Media Summit”, which was
held in Jerusalem  from June 22-25 and which was attended by over
120 representatives of various Jewish media from all over the world.
(In issues to come I’ll be writing about various sessions that were held
during the course of the summit, along with some fascinating side trips
we took to high-tech centres in Israel.)

The opening session of the summit was to consist of a question and
answer session with President Peres, to be followed by an address
from Prime Minister Netanyahu. As anyone can well imagine, securi-
ty was extremely tight – and this was in the midst of the hunt for the
three missing teenage boys, so security in Jerusalem was already
heightened as it was.

Shimon Peres may be 91 years old but his sharpness of mind and
willingness to answer any and all questions would belie his actual
age. He was introduced by Times of Israel editor David Horovitz, who
also moderated the question and answer session. Horovitz is an adept
interviewer who has a wicked sense of humour to boot. (The next day
he conducted an on-stage interview with Abraham Foxman, the
national director of the Anti-Defamation League that was a model of
how to conduct a good interview.)

Once Peres was introduced, Horovitz’s very first question to him was
about Mahmoud Abbas, president of the Palestinian Authority, who
had just recently come out in criticism of the kidnapping of the three
boys when he was in Jedda, Saudi Arabia.

I wrote about Peres’s remarks in our June 25 issue but here again (for
the benefit of the one or two readers who may not read every word I
write in every issue), is what I wrote: “Last night, at the first-ever
“Jewish Media Summit”, which is being held in Jerusalem, soon-to-be
outgoing Israeli President Shimon Peres lavished huge praise on
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas for showing “great courage” in
roundly condemning the kidnapping of the three Israeli teens which,
at the time of the summit, was into its second week.

Horowitz asked Peres to comment on Abbas’s recent comment in
Saudi Arabia that “Those who kidnapped the three teenagers want to
destroy us.” (The speech was carried live on Palestinian television and
other Arabic channels.)

Abbas also said he would hold the perpetrators accountable.
During his remarks Peres insisted that Abbas has been “the best part-

ner for peace that Israel has ever had. I’ve known him for over 20
years…I think he’s a man of his word, I think he’s a man of courage…I
think he’s a great leader and we shouldn’t miss the opportunity to con-
tinue the peace process with him.”

Later Peres was asked what he thought was the task of the Jewish
media. He replied: “It is to criticize us when we are wrong and to help
us when we are right.”

In a funny slip of the tongue, Peres also stated that “the human brain
is a strange ‘orgasm’ ”, when he clearly meant to say “organism”. (At
least I think so. Who knows what he was really thinking? There were
a lot of good looking women in the audience, as Netanyahu seemed
to note himself when he reached out to shake my wife’s hand.)

When asked what Israel has to do to lure more Jewish immigrants,
Peres stated: “Israel truly has to be as attractive as she can because
people are looking to escape not only from poor places.” (The plight
of Jews in Europe was a recurrent theme throughout the summit, espe-
cially Jews in France.)

Peres fielded any and all questions deftly for over 30 minutes. While
his hearing was obviously not as sharp as it once was – he had to ask
Horovtiz to repeat audience members’ questions, he never once

attempted to skirt answering any
questions although, to be per-
fectly candid, nothing tough was
thrown his way. (If I had been
presented the opportunity to ask
him a question I would have
asked him what more Israel
should be doing to achieve a
peace with the Palestinians. But
the question and answer period
was dominated by non-English
speaking members of the media
who seemed to have a giant chip
on their collective shoulders over
the fact that the entire summit
was conducted in English. I sure
found out more than I needed to
know in the coming days about
the situation of the Jews in

Mexico as one Mexican woman insisted on hogging the mike and
making a speech every opportunity she had…sort of reminded me of
another female member of the Jewish media here in Winnipeg.)

While Peres was willing to open himself up to questions, we knew
beforehand that Prime Minister Netanyahu never, ever fields questions
from the wretched press. A member of the Israeli media told me not
to feel bad: “It’s not just you members of the foreign media Netanyahu
ignores – he never answers questions from the Israeli press either.”

Now I know why Netanyahu and Stephen Harper have such an affin-
ity one for the other: They both regard the press as a nuisance and
avoid taking questions as much as possible – unless it suits their pur-
poses, as in a one-on-one interview with a really important news orga-
nization, such as Time Magazine.

That being said, however, listening to Netanyahu live and in person
is a thrilling experience. I don’t know whether he actually had a pre-
pared speech but he never let his eyes move from looking directly at
the audience.

By now Netanyahu’s trope is well known: Stress what a deadly world
Israel finds itself in; warn of the dangers of anti-Semitism everywhere
in the world; and brag about Israel’s economic and scientific achieve-
ments.

There is nothing inherently wrong in any of that, but unlike Peres,
there’s nary a good word to be heard from Netanyahu about Abbas.
Instead we are constantly told that, by accepting Hamas into a unity
government, Abbas has ended any chance for negotiations. (Later in
the summit we would hear from some angry Palestinian journalists
that it was Netanyahu’s responsibility for the failure of the Kerry nego-
tiations – something that Kerry himself suggested was the case.)

Here though, is a summary of what Netanyahu had to say to the
members of the Jewish media who were assembled at the summit:

Peres and Netanyahu a study in contrasts

President 
SHImoN PERES

Prime minister 
BINYAmIN NETANYAHu

Wednesday, July 9, 2014, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   3

Israel news

	���
�	������������������

���	�	���	���
���������� #�
���������	���	���������������������"�!�

������	����	��	���	���������������	�����������
	��

����!���� ������

	�����	����������
������	�������������������	�	���	���
�����
�������������	��������������	���������

�������������������

����������������������������������������������������
�����

�
��
�� ��������������������	����� ��������������

Continued on page 18. See “Peres and Netanyahu”.



I learned of the two recent announcements
of appointments of senior executives for the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg and Jewish
Child and Family Service while I was in Israel. 

In the case of Al Benarroch being appointed
to succeed Emily Shane as Executive Director
of JCFS I wasn’t at all surprised. After all,
Benarroch has been with that agency for 15
years and did seem like a natural candidate to

succeed Shane.
It was the appointment of Adam Bronstone as the new CEO of the

Jewish Federation, however, that really took me by surprise – not that
Bronstone isn’t qualified to fill Bob Freedman’s shoes. It was more of
a case of how circumspect Bronstone had been about keeping his
selection quiet.

As I mention in my article on page 1 about the appointments of both
Bronstone and Benarroch, I had been taking a course in Middle East
Issues with Bronstone, along with about ten other individuals, since
the beginning of May. I had also met with him in the Israel Bonds
office, where he has been serving as the director of the Winnipeg
since his return to Winnipeg after many years living and working in a
number of different cities,

I don’t know when Bronstone became aware of his selection as the
new CEO of the Federation, but it immediately occurred to me that his
coming back to Winnipeg was part of a plan on his part to succeed
Bob Freedman. After all, read this line from Bronstone’s Linkedin pro-
file: “Finally, my goal is to be lead (sic.) either a jewish (sic.) federa-
tion or a chamber of commerce-type organization, while lecturing
part-time on political science issues.”  (I must admit I’m a little sur-
prised at the grammatical mistake and the misspelling of “jewish”. I
wonder why that was never corrected.)

I had read that line quite some time ago and the thought did occur
to me when I read it that Bronstone was just biding his time as direc-
tor of the Israel Bonds office here. So, when I received news of
Bronstone’s appointment as the new CEO of the Federation on June 24
by way of an e-mail from Bob Freedman’s office, it all began to make
some sense. Here was someone who had served in a leadership
capacity of Jewish organizations in such cities as New York,
Jacksonville, Miami, and New Orleans, and who had a particular
experience in young adult engagement – something that I’m betting
was of special importance to the Federation’s selection committeee.

As well, Bronstone is a native Winnipegger and has been returning
to Winnipeg on a regular basis each year to lead high holyday services
for the Shir Hatikvah congregation as its “lay rabbi”, which gave him
an unusual combination of religious and lay experience. 

Finally, Bronstone
has a PhD in Political
Science and
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Relations from the
University of Hull in
England and is an
excellent lecturer.

So, is there anything
wrong with his having
been appointed as the
new CEO of the
Federation? Only if
you’re like me and
thought that, if it were
going to be an
appointment of a
Winnipegger, it was
bound to be a
woman.

If you look at who
fills the key posts in
the Jewish Federation,
other than Bob
Freedman and Jack
Ciplinsky (also soon-
to-be retired as CFO),
they’re all women.
Further, there are
other women who
have filled important
roles for the
Federation – and it
has been under Gail

Asper’s leadership as Chair of the CJA Campaign for the past two years
that the CJA has reached record levels of success.

There’s something else that I had been thinking about though when
I learned, in quick succession, of both Bronstone’s and Benarroch’s
appointments. If you also add to their appointments the hiring of Irwin
Corobow as the new executive director of the Simkin Centre earlier
this year, in two of those cases – Corobow’s and Benarroch’s, men
were hired to replace very successful women: In the case of the
Simkin Centre – Kathleen Klaasen, who had taken over the reins of
that facility in a period of extreme turbulence and, within one short
year, had done much to smooth the troubled waters there; and Emily
Shane, whose calm demeanour had presided over a long period of
continued expansion of the JCFS’s role.

Does it make a difference, therefore, whether it’s a man or a woman
heading up a particular organization within our community? Yes it
does. Women have been denied opportunities to rise to the top of the
ladder in too many capacities within society and, while that holds
especially true within the private sector, it’s still the case within the
public sector and quasi-public sector as well. 

I’ll admit – it looks good on me, as a man, to be lamenting the fail-
ure to have appointed a woman as the new CEO of the Jewish
Federation. I can be accused of tokenism and of playing to the female
audience of this paper – and women do make up the majority of our
readers, but I am aware of certain women candidates who had applied
for the position of CEO who were eminently qualified to fill the posi-
tion. Considering that the Jewish Federation and its predecessor, the
Winnipeg Jewish Community Council, have never had a female head,
I thought it was long overdue to appoint one.

Notwithstanding Adam Bronstone’s eminent qualifications to fill Bob
Freedman’s shoes, it was high time to have a woman in that position.
It’s also long overdue that we have a woman as Chair of the Board of
the Jewish Federation. I wonder whether the selection committee for
the new CEO had even thought of the optics of hiring a man over a
woman. No doubt I’ll be told that the criteria that were employed in
the selection process required the committee to hire the best “person”
for the job. In this case that person ought to have been a woman
because we’ve never had a woman as the senior executive of our
Jewish community – and it’s about time we did.

Speaking of having Jewish men at the top in Winnipeg, I know that
I’ve been admonished in the past for having singled out Mayor Sam
Katz and former City of Winnipeg CAO Phil Sheegl for particular crit-
icism – and for having written that I’m embarrassed over the fact that
they’re both Jewish – but the latest round of revelations in the recent
audit of city land transactions just adds to my embarrassment.

I was thinking of writing something facetious along the lines of:
“What’s the good of getting into politics if you can’t help your
friends?”, but I was afraid that too many people would take me seri-
ously if I wrote that. 

The stench emanating from Phil Sheegl’s tenure as CAO of this city
– and his relative lack of qualification to be recommended for  that
position by his good buddy Sam Katz, will continue to haunt this city
for years to come. Kudos to Bartely Kives of the Free Press in particu-
lar, along with Shaun Kavanaugh of the CBC for having kept up the
investigative reporting relating to all those suspicious deals that will
remain as the overriding legacy of the Katz era in City Hall. 

I’ve paid a price myself for having called on both Katz and Sheegl to
resign, which I did in September, 2012. Katz immediately stopped
running holiday greetings to the Jewish community in this newspaper,
instead choosing to run greetings on a competitor’s website – even
though our own website is far more popular than that competitor’s. 

Does it make a difference whether Katz and Sheegl are Jewish?
You’d have to be totally naïve to argue that it should make no differ-
ence. If Naheed Menshi, the Muslim mayor of Calgary, were to
appoint a fellow Muslim who happens to be one of his closest friends
to be the senior executive officer of the city of Calgary, don’t you think
that would lead to all sorts of crirticism about elected officials using
their powers to confer favours on members of their own “tribe”?

Yes – in a perfect world someone’s qualifications, not their ethnic or
religious background or gender, should be the deciding criteria in
determining whether a person is suitably qualified to fill a particular
post. But, we don’t live in a perfect world and, as with the case of the
appointment of a new CEO for the Jewish Federation, optics are very,
very important. Just as, in the case of a new CEO for the Federation, it
was high time we had a woman fill that position, in the case of hiring
a CAO for the City of Winnipeg Mayor Katz should have gone the
opposite route and made sure he didn’t go out of his way to bring in
a Jewish buddy to fill that role. In both cases perception is everything. 

Short Takes
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By mYRoN LovE
In 2010-2011, American writer and researcher Aaron Menenberg had an

opportunity to work directly with Palestinian farmers in Judea and Samaria
(a.k.a. the West Bank) and witnessed first hand how the corruption of the
Palestinian Authorities weighs heavily on Palestinians under their rule.

Currently a Fellow at the International Israel Allies Caucus Foundation
(which brings together Knesset caucus members and fellow parliamentari-
ans in other democracies), Menenberg spent 2010-2011, working with the
Israeli Ministry of Defense’s Civil Administration, which administers non-
security policy in the West Bank. “This unique experience,” he wrote in
Mosaic (The article also appeared on the website “Israpundit” on June 14.),
“has informed my thinking about Israelis, Palestinians, and the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict to a great extent. Among the many lessons I learned was
that the Palestinian Authority does little to help the Palestinian people.”

One of his responsibilities as an Israel Government Fellow, he noted, was
to work with the Civil Administration’s agriculture team to ensure aid pro-
jects funded by foreign governments in the West Bank were executed suc-
cessfully and lawfully. “Much of this work involved significant interaction
with individual Palestinians,” he wrote, “most of whom were hard work-
ing, entrepreneurial-minded people focused on societal and self-improve-
ment. In fact, many of them inspired me. 

“I also worked intensively with the Palestinian Authority. Unfortunately,
many of those experiences were deeply troubling, as I came to learn that
the Palestinian Authority’s priorities and goals were often in conflict with
those of its people, and held them back.”

He cited as an example the case of Palestinian farmer Sammy Khalidi
who grows tomatoes, bell peppers, cucumber and herbs on a medium size
farm in the Jordan Valley.

Khalidi, Menenberg reported, was participating in a development project
run by an American consulting firm on behalf of the United States Agency
for International Development (USAID) that aimed to enable Palestinian
agricultural producers to export their products to foreign markets.

A day after Menenberg saw Khalidi, the latter called the former with a
problem. He had been given two days by the PA government to switch
packing houses. They wanted him to take his products to a packing house
owned by a well-connected Palestinian businessman, rather than the
Jewish pack house to which he had been delivering his product. The move
would be far too costly and, as he told Menenberg, it would put him out
of business. Khalidi was warned that if he did not obey, he would lose his
export license.”

“Salam Fayyad was then the prime minister of the Palestinian Authority
and an international darling,” Menenberg wrote. “More technocrat than
politician, Fayyad was credited with establishing rule of law and building
political and social institutions in the West Bank that were creating better
economic outcomes. I was a fan of Fayyad myself, but I was about to learn
that even an internationally loved American-educated technocrat (or at
least someone working in his office) could, and would, prioritize politics
and the politically connected over the future success of the Palestinian peo-
ple.”

What Menenberg suggested was that Khalidi take some of his workers and
demonstrate outside a PA office. Menenberg then alerted some journalists
about the demonstration. While there was nothing published, the presence
of the journalists did persuade the PA to reverse the decision re Khalidi.

“Behind the specific story of Sammy Khalidi,” Menenberg noted, “is a
more general one that should be reported, because there are a thousand
Sammy Khalidis in the West Bank whose problems with the corruption and
cronyism of the Palestinian Authority are ours as well as theirs.”

Menenberg wrote that “the cost of PA corruption is monumental. More
than anything else, it makes Palestinian political and economic progress all
but impossible. The poor quality of governance and the resulting lack of
political inclusiveness and economic opportunities in the Palestinian terri-
tories are a surefire model for the kind of economic and political repres-
sion that typifies underperforming societies. You will not find a single
example of a people governed by such a regime that has achieved long-
term success. The inevitable result is social stagnation and the kind of dis-
content that can lead to violence and even war.”

He reported that an enormous amount of PA money – foreign and
domestic – goes to line the pockets of the Palestinian political elite. About
two years ago, he wrote, Hasan Khreishah, the deputy speaker of the
Palestinian Legislative Council, spoke out on the issue. “Since the signing
of the Oslo Accords,” he said, “we have had 12 Palestinian governments….
Each government [has]… at least 24 ministers. This means we have had
228 ministers, in addition to advisors. All receive high salaries and luxuri-
ous vehicles.” He went on to point out that the aforementioned PIF pays its
chairman $35,000 per month, which is over 12 times the West Bank’s per
capita gross domestic product in 2008 – the most recent data available.”

“This is, unfortunately, the PA’s standard operating procedure,”
Menenberg added. “An EU audit of the years 2008-2012 found that around
2 billion Euros of its aid were lost to corruption. It has also been shown that

Yasser Arafat and his advisors stole millions of dollars in foreign donations,
turning them into billions as they moved the money around the world.
According to several reports, this practice has continued – and may have
gotten worse – under Abbas. And with the Palestinians’ acceptance into the
United Nations Convention Against Corruption, the PA will now have a
shield with which to protect itself from any real reform.

“Many supporters of the PA tend to look for ways to explain away these
problems. They have composed a popular narrative in which, despite the
PA’s corruption – or perhaps regardless of it – the Palestinians’ problems are
primarily Israel’s fault. Economic and political development in the
Palestinian territories, it is claimed, can only move forward if Israel with-
draws from the West Bank, voids its security requirements for border move-
ment, and allows the free flow of people and goods.

“I have witnessed something different. I have observed the West Bank
economy and labor market from within, and have come to understand that
the best opportunities for Palestinians are abroad. Not only do foreign mar-
kets offer larger consumer bases and greater profits for exporters, but most
importantly they do not suffer from the corruption experienced under the
Palestinian Authority that stifles prosperity well beyond any other factor.
Even within the West Bank economy, many of the best opportunities come
from Israeli and foreign assistance.

“Given that the highest profit margins for Palestinian goods are found out-
side the territories, such assistance is essential. And given that Israel is the
Palestinians’ main point of access to foreign markets, its help is equally
important. Even though many opportunities for economic development are
initiated by aid agencies and NGOs from the West and Asia-such as the
project Sammy Khalidi participated in-they not only require Israel’s help,
but also benefit from direct Israeli participation that mostly goes unreport-
ed. This is partly because Israel’s assistance can be politically unpopular
domestically, but it also because, as in Sammy’s case, it does not fit the nar-
rative people are comfortable with.

“Much of the foreign support for the Palestinians is given with the best of
intentions. This makes those who question it susceptible to all manner of
criticism. That this questioning is often warranted, however, escapes many
supporters and financiers of the Palestinian Authority, because it contradicts
the comfortable mainstream narrative that reinforces their motivation.
Meanwhile, the PA is as corrupt as ever, and uses our foreign aid to literal-
ly sell its people short.

Writer, researcher sees first hand Israel-Palestinian co-operation,
how Palestinian authority corruption interferes
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Jewish Post & News archive proves valuable
On June 21 we received this email:
Good evening,
I am a local history researcher and blogger and am working on a

history of the Steiman Block / Merchants’ Hotel on Selkirk Avenue
for my Winnipeg Downtown Places blog http://winnipegdown-
townplaces.blogspot.ca/ .

There is no coverage of its opening in either the Free Press or
Tribune, but I hit paydirt in the Jewish Post archives with a full page
spread. The only thing is that there is no date on the scanned page
and the range given in the document title May 1933 to Oct. 1934. I
would love to know what edition this page appeared in so that I can
better pinpoint the opening date, or even year !

I have put both the document number and page link below to see
if perhaps one of the additional numbers in the title is a clue. I tried
counting down from “8797”, hoping that would take me back to the
first page, but that doesn’t seem to be how the numbering system
works.

Any advice that you could provide would be much appreciated.
Kudos to the Jewish Post and News for a great job on the archives

and making it available for free on the internet. It opens up a wealth
of new information for those researching local history. 

Thanks !
Christian Cassidy
West End Dumplings the Blog and Radio Show !

Bernie replied July 3
Hi Christian,
Sorry it took so long for me to get back to you. I was away in Israel

and Poland, but I didn’t forget about your inquiry.
I’ve just spent quite a bit of time trying to find the answer to your

question and I narrowed it down to the week of Jan. 4 - 11, 1934.
The article appeared in the Jan. 11, 1934 issue and it refers to the
hotel “ opening for business this week”, so I think it would be safe
to say that it opened in either the first or second week of 1934.
-Bernie Bellan

LETTER



Clive Ramage was
ready to die.

The lawyer from
Winnipeg who is well
known in the
Orthodox Jewish
community here (He
attends services at
Talmud Torah Beth
Jacob Synagogue.)

was 13,000 feet up Mount Whitney,
California’s highest mountain, in mid-
January, wearing light clothing and with dark-
ness setting in.

“I figured I had screwed up really badly,” he
recalls. “I knew that there was no way back in
the dark. I hadn’t taken my sleeping bag or
tent with me. I thought I had twisted my
ankle. I was totally exhausted. The water in
my water bottle was frozen. I lay down
beside a big rock and was waiting to die. I
was at peace with death.”

It turns out however that death wasn’t ready
for Ramage just yet. In late March, recuperat-
ing from his ordeal, he recounted his experi-
ence with this writer. While his left foot had
largely recovered from frostbite, the toes on
his right foot remained blackened – akin to
third and fourth degree burns, he observes –
and the foot was still bleeding every day. 

Eventually, he did lose some toes. In late
June, he was in hospital for a couple of weeks
to undergo skin grafts and other surgery on
his foot. He adds that he still doesn’t have a
lot of feeling in either foot and that the feel-
ing in his hands still wasn’t fully back to nor-
mal.”

The fair-haired, slightly-built, soft-spoken,

Ramage is an inveterate traveler. You name it
and he has probably been there. He is also an
experienced mountain climber.

Originally from England, Ramage began
climbing mountains in the summer of 1986,
shortly after passing the Bar in Winnipeg.
(The University of Manitoba Law School
graduate does mainly civil litigation.)

“I had a friend in Alberta who invited me
out to do some climbing,” he recalls. “I had
been working to put myself through school
and hadn’t had a real holiday in some years.
I accepted the invitation. We climbed Mount
Edith near Banff. And I got hooked on climb-
ing.”

Ramage has climbed many peaks over the
years, most recently Mount Toubkal in the
Atlas Mountains in Morocco last fall, without
incident. (He notes that he spent Shabbat in
Casablanca and that there are still two active
synagogues in Marrakech, one of which is
Chabad.)

In early January, Ramage headed for
California for a two-week holiday. He flew to
Las Vegas where he rented a car and drove to
Palm Springs. He stopped off in Joshua Tree
National Park, where he did some climbing.

“It was so warm that I climbed wearing just
shorts and a T-shirt,” he says.

From there, he went to Santa Monica, San
Diego and Ensenada (across the border in
Mexico,) Oceanside, California, and, finally,
near the end of the trip, to the 14,505 foot
high Mount Whitney in the High Sierras.

“On Tuesday, January 13, I drove to Mount
Whitney, parked my car and began my ascent
of the mountain,” he recounts. “I was lured
into a false sense of security. While the rest of
North America was struggling with brutally
cold temperatures, California was having a
heat wave. It felt like summer at the base of
the mountain. I checked the weather forecast
and was further reassured. I decided not to
take the snowshoes I had just bought.
Because I figured I could do the climb and
back in a day, I took a light pack with me.”

In hindsight, Ramage knows where he went
astray. He lost the trail and ended up in deep
snow. That slowed him down. He thought he
could see the ridge that he was aiming for –
but he was already off track. He pushed on
past the tree line to a section of rock and ice.

“I decided to use my ice axe to create steps

in the ice instead of putting on my cram-
pons,” he says. “That took a lot more energy
than I expected.

“I’m not sure exactly what happened after
that. Maybe it was altitude sickness.”

It was at about that point that darkness
began to set in and he lay down to die, wear-
ing Israeli army fatigues, an army sweater and
a baseball cap. He passed out, wakening
eight hours later.

“I woke up in the middle of the night to this
horrible smell,” he recalls. “I had vomited all
over myself. Somehow during the night, I had
managed to put on my North Face down
jacket, two toques and three pairs of mitts.”

He wasn’t sure that he was really alive at
first, but he remembers the scene around him
was beautiful. “There was a full moon over-
head and I could see the frozen lakes below,”
he says.

“I was shivering uncontrollably and sure
that I was dying of hypothermia. I didn’t
expect to survive until daylight. I began to
pray for death.”

But the sun came up and provided enough
warmth for Ramage to melt some of his
water. He also had a little bit to eat with him.

Still, with the sun going down again, the
temperatures dropping, his hands numb and
being in a lot of pain, he figured it was just a
matter of time before he became totally dehy-
drated. He decided to try to speed up the
process of dying by trying unsuccessfully to
cut his right wrist.

“Suddenly, I stopped shivering, my pain dis-
sipated and I heard a voice in my head telling
me that I had been laying here for 40 hours
and wasn’t dead yet and that I wasn’t going to
die,” he says. “My entire attitude changed.

“I wasn’t looking forward to another night
out there, but I figured out that if I started out
early enough in the morning, I could get out.”

The second night, he recalls, seemed longer
than the first night – but he had an ipad with
him to keep him company.

At 9:00 A.M., he got up (“I didn’t realize
that my feet were frozen,” he says) and start-
ed down the mountain. Part way down, he
came across a stream where he took in a
large amount of water. When he reached the
ice pack, he glissaded down using his ice axe
for support. He got back down to the lower
trails just before dark and found his way back
to his car in the dark using his headlamp. He
then drove to the nearest hospital. After three
days in that California hospital, he was airlift-
ed back to Winnipeg where close friends let
him stay with them until he could go back
home on his own.

“They messed up in that hospital in
California,” he says. “They should have put
my frostbitten feet in warm water, not on a
heating pad which they did,” he says. “When
I came back here, my feet looked like slabs of
meat.”

“It’s a miracle that I am still alive,” he says.
Ramage did eventually lose his toes on his

right foot. He recently had some skin grafts
on the foot which should allow him to
resume walking and travelling. “I wanted to
keep as much of my foot as I could and bulk
it up,” he says.

He is still not sure how long it will be before
he can resume his regular activities. He
expects it may be a few more months still.

Despite his near death experience on
Mount Whitney, he is eager to return to the
mountain one day and conquer the summit.
And he might even return to the place where
he almost died and revisit the memorial cairn
he left there.

Winnipeg lawyer survives near death experience atop California’s highest mountain 

CLIvE RAmAGE: “Suddenly, I stopped shiv-
ering, my pain dissipated and I heard a voice
in my head telling me that I had been laying
here for 40 hours and wasn’t dead yet and
that I wasn’t going to die. my entire attitude
changed.”
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MYRON LOVE



By mYRoN LovE
It is now official. As of May 31, 2016, the Gwen Secter Creative

Living Centre – after 28 years at the corner of Smithfield and Main
Street - will have to vacate its current premises and relocate some-
where else. 

The news was given to Gwen Secter members in the form of a press
release handed out to members attending the roughly 65-year-old
organization’s annual general meeting on Wednesday, June 25, at the
centre.

“The Gwen Sector Board of Directors is working diligently through
our strategic planning committee to look at various options once our
current lease on the building ends on May 31, 2016,” wrote Marilyn
Regiec, the centre’s executive director.

Regiec reported that the board has investigated a number of reloca-
tion options including amalgamation with other organizations and the
acquisition and renovation of new premises. “To this end,” she wrote,
“the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg is assisting us in this process.”

She added that the board intends to keep the membership informed
“as we develop concrete plans for our future location. We look for-
ward to continuing as a key agency in the community serving Jewish
seniors for years to come.”

The Gwen Secter building is owned by the National Council of
Jewish Women of Canada (NCJW), Winnipeg section, the organiza-
tion that founded the Golden Age Club, Canada’s first senior’s drop-in
centre, in 1949. 

Twenty-six years ago, NCJW purchased the property at 1588 Main
St., and the Golden Age Club became the Gwen Secter Creative Living
Centre at that address. (The centre was named after the late Gwen
Secter, a NCJW leader in Winnipeg.)

Up until about five years ago, the National Council paid for all of the
building’s operating costs. In 2009 though, the Winnipeg chapter of
NCJW experienced a serious funding shortfall and could no longer
support the seniors program. The Gwen Secter centre took on the
responsibility for the building’s operating costs through a combination
of contributions from its 300 or so members, government grants and
financial support from the Federation. A four-year lease agreement to
that effect, between the seniors program and NCJW, was signed as of
May 31, 2010.

The Federation bought the GSCLC another two years through an
agreement with the NCJW 

Regiec notes that the building is valued at close to $1 million, con-
siderably more than the Gwen Secter and its membership can afford.

In their AGM report, Gwen Secter co-presidents Nikki Spigelman
and Karen Grant commented on how well the GSCLC has managed
the operating costs of the building. “We have managed to maintain
and improve the building for the enjoyment of our valued members,”
they noted in their remarks. “We have continued our programs and
added some new ones.”

They expressed the membership’s gratitude to the Jewish Federation,
the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, the Winnipeg Regional Health
Authority and the Daniel Tallman Foundation for their ongoing sup-
port.

Echoing Regiec, they reported that the “Board of Directors is still
working diligently to resolve the issue of our occupancy in this facili-
ty and we hope to have a plan in place by this time next year.”

In her report, Regiec added to the list of supporting organizations:
the Jewish Child and Family Service, Seven Oaks Seniors Links
Resource Council, the City of Winnipeg, the Manitoba Association of
Multi Purpose Seniors Centres, the Winnipeg Foundation, the United
Way and the new Horizons for Seniors Federal Funding Program.

Also addressing the AGM were Member of Parliament Joy Smith
(who announced another Horizons Grant of $22,000 for the Gwen
Secter for its efforts to help immigrant seniors adjust to their new soci-
ety), area MLA Gord Mackintosh, and Winnipeg mayoral candidate –
and long time Gwen Secter supporter Judy Wasylycia Leis.

The lunch hour program finished with recognition of the centre’s
many active volunteers (who help run the centre) and a presentation
by Dawn Bourbonnais from Volunteer Manitoba speaking about the
importance of volunteers. 

Despite the looming deadline, the GSCLC continues to grow and
introduce new programs. The newest program, Regiec reports, is
“Shabbat Shalom” – lunch and Torah study on designated Fridays,
which begins on Friday, July 18, and will continue into early 2015.
The first guest speaker will be Steven Hyman.

The program, Regiec notes, was made possible by a grant from the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. Transportation is available.

Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre looking for new home

Attendees at Gwen Secter AGm June 25.
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For the past two years, a
March of Memory, commem-
orating the beginning of the
systematic deportations of
Jews by the Nazi Germans
from the Warsaw Ghetto to
the gas chambers of the
death camp of Treblinka on
July 22, 1942, has been held

in Warsaw.
In Winnipeg, Warsaw Ghetto survivor Dr. Stefan

Carter marked the day alone in 2013 by walking from
his home in River Heights to the Holocaust Memorial
Monument (HMM) on the grounds of the Legislature.

This year, on Sunday, July 20 at 1:30 pm, to mark
the third annual March of Memory, Dr. Carter, a
retired professor in the Faculty of Medicine,
University of Manitoba, will walk from the group
entrance (on Waterfront Drive) of the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights to the HMM.

Belle Jarniewski, Chair, Freeman Family Foundation
Holocaust Education Centre Jewish Heritage Centre
of Western Canada, hopes that Dr. Carter won’t be the
only one doing the walk this year.

“I am so pleased to help organize this important
event with Stefan,” she said in an email message to
this reporter.

“The start of the deportations from the Warsaw Ghetto to Treblinka
is yet another tragic date in the nightmare of the Shoah.

“I hope that many people will come out to join us in the march. If
there are any that have difficulty walking, we would love to see them
at the Holocaust Memorial on the grounds of the Legislature when we
arrive, which would probably be by about 2:15 at the latest. We
would love to see members of all faiths joining us.”

In Warsaw, the march is supported by both Jewish and Polish orga-
nizations, and placards are held up that say, “Jews of Warsaw, we
remember,” she added. 

Dr. Carter, who was a rather tall 14-year-old at the time, recalls “the
frantic activities and
feeling of doom”
that pervaded the
ghetto when the
deportations began.

“The Germans
were advertising
deportation as a
‘resettlement’ to the
east. Some people,
though, knew what
was happening,” he
said during a tele-
phone interview.

People were pro-
tected at first from
the deportations if
they worked for the
German factories in
the ghetto, or were
with the Jewish
Council which ran
the ghetto for the
Germans, he noted.

“My father was
associated with the
supply department
of the Jewish
Council and my
mother and I were
attached to a
German factory,”
said Dr. Carter, the
author of From
Warsaw to Winnipeg
(Mosaic Press 2011)
a wonderfully writ-
ten account, as one
reviewer observed,
of one man’s voyage
from the “old” to the
“new” world with an
historical reflection

on Poland prior, during and immediately after
the Second World War.

The Nazi forces conducted most of the mass
deportations of the inhabitants of the Ghetto
from Umschlagplatz in the Warsaw Ghetto to
Treblinka between Tisha B’Av (July 23) and Yom
Kippur (September 21) of 1942, according to
online historical information.

On July 22, 1942, the German SS headed by
the “Resettlement Commissioner”,
Sturmbannführer Hermann Höfle called a meet-
ing of the Ghetto Jewish Council Judenrat and
informed its leader Adam Czerniaków about the
“resettlement to the East”, notes historian Israel
Gutman in his book, Resistance (Houghton
Mifflin).

Czerniakow committed suicide by taking poi-
son after learning of the plan. He was replaced
by Marc Lichtenbaum.

Within the first seven weeks of Nazi SS head
Heinrich Himmler’s order, more than 250,000
Jews were taken to Treblinka by rail and gassed
to death, marking the largest single act of
destruction of any population group, Jewish or
non-Jewish, civilian or military, in the war, says
information on the History website.

Dr. Carter’s mother, Janina, was shipped to
Treblinka.

His father, Waclaw, either perished during the Warsaw Ghetto
Uprising, April 19-May 16, 1943, or met his death in Treblinka, Dr.
Carter said.

In October, 1942, Stefan Carter left the ghetto with a Jewish work
party to meet his cousin on the outside.

“I survived the rest of the war under false papers owing to my rela-
tives and Righteous Gentiles,” he continued.

“I hope as many people as possible will join me to remember this
date which is one of the most significant in the history of the war’s
atrocities.”

Please show your support by walking with Stefan Carter.

Jim Carr selected as Liberal 
candidate for Winnipeg South Centre

Liberal Party members in the fed-
eral riding of Winnipeg South
Centre have nominated Jim Carr as
their Liberal candidate for the next
federal election. 

Jim emerged victorious in a hard-
fought nomination race on Monday
June 16th that also featured Maurice
Alexander and Karen Taraska-
Alcock. The collective work of the
three candidates brought the Liberal
membership base in the riding to
over 2100 members, necessitating a
full day of voting from 8:30 AM to
8:30 PM at the Centro Caboto
Centre, in order to accommodate
for the numbers. 

In total, 1,456 ballots were cast; a
70% voter turnout. The number of ballots cast were the most thus
far of any Liberal Party nomination race in Canada. 

Jim is excited for the opportunity to represent the residents of
Winnipeg South Centre. 

“I am honoured that my fellow Liberals have nominated me as the
Liberal candidate in Winnipeg South Centre. I am ready to work
hard with Justin Trudeau and the Liberal Party of Canada in order to
offer a better alternative to the Harper Government in the next
Federal Election”. 

“I am proud to have such a strong voice for Manitoba with Jim
Carr on my team,” said Justin Trudeau, Leader of the Liberal Party of
Canada. “He has demonstrated remarkable dedication to his com-
munity, whether it be through his leadership at the Manitoba
Business Council, his years as an MLA, or his tireless work with
numerous community organizations. I know that Jim will be an
exceptional representative for the residents of Winnipeg South
Centre.”

JIm CARR
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& LOUNGE
789 Portage Ave.

772-2539

662 Leila Ave.
338-4659

Serving Winnipeg
The Finest in

Authentic Italian Food
Since 1978

We can cater your
Home or Office

Parties

Join us for dinner
 before Rainbow Stage...

Our Leila Ave. location is just a 2
minute drive from Kildonan Park

Sinclair

Le
ila

Paradise Restaurant
662 Leila Ave.

Main St.
Kildonan
Park

To take place July 20

Dr. Stefan Carter and the march of memory

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

DR. STEFAN CARTER: “I hope as
many people as possible will join
me to remember this date which
is one of the most significant in
the history of the war’s atroci-
ties.”
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Adam Schwartz
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The year at a glance
From the Pen of Miral Gabor, President Temple Shalom

Our Temple year is winding down, and we look forward to an
enjoyable summer. For me this means sitting on the beach with a
good book. For others, travel and sightseeing, or for some continu-
ing to work. However, we all hope for good weather at last. 

Temple Shalom had an eventful year of regular services finishing
with FNL on June 27. A few highlights of the year were the 80’s
Shalom Shaker, the movie nights, the Chanukah party, the commu-
nity Seder, the Shabbat morning family services, and the Penn
Torah Rededication. Thanks to Ruth Livingston who prepared a
beautiful binder with the donations to the Penn Torah fund, which
is on display in the upstairs foyer. It’s not too late to make a dona-
tion to the Penn Torah Fund and add your name to the book. 

I would like to take a moment again to thank Leanne Greig and
Ashley Gitter who have left the Board of Directors and to welcome
Elaine Berliner, Marc Schaeffer, and Naomi Berger/Greg Viflanzoff.
The Executive has also changed. Anita Moeller is Vice-President
and Peter Jean Kennedy is Treasurer. Thanks to all of you. We look
forward to a busy year ahead. 

Summer services begin at 6:15 and are more informal than other
services. We have lay leaders who will inspire you with their inno-
vative services. So please continue to attend services in July and
August.

Have a great summer!
Friday July 11 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Sherman

Lang with Janet Pelletier-Goetze
Friday July 18 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Justin 

Danyluk with Janet Pelletier-Goetze
Saturday July 19 12pm Yoga Shalom
Saturday July 19 7:30pm Coffee House - TBA
Friday July 25 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Ruth Livingston

with Janet Pelletier-Goetze
Saturday July 26 12pm Yoga Shalom
Saturday July 26 7:30pm Coffee House - TBA
Friday August 1 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Elliott & 

Elaine Saunders
Saturday August 2 12pm Yoga Shalom 
Friday August 8 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Judith 

Huebner, off-site

Camp Massad Fundraiser a jolly good time
By ADAm SCHWARTZ

On Sunday, June 22nd Camp
Massad held a fundraiser, in
which I took part. Most people
simply think of Camp Massad
as that place where memories
are made over the summer.
Nevertheless, what many peo-
ple may not know is that Camp
Massad also subsidizes many
individuals who otherwise
would not be able to have the
incredible experiences that they
get to have, all summer long at
camp. In order to make these
subsidies possible, the staff from
Camp Massad every year put on
a fundraising show. This year’s
performers were Brian Glow,
Dan Goldberg and myself.

I started the evening off with
some good natured ribbing about how, unlike, most of the people
there, I was a BB camper and therefore thought I was better than all
of them before calling up Dan Goldberg to get the comedy portion
of the evening started. Dan, who himself is a former Massadnik and
a regular member of the Winnipeg comedy community, was a huge
hit with the audience, with his observational jokes. One of his most
successful jokes of the night was how the Bay has a weird return
policy since they wouldn’t let him return underwear that he hadn’t
even taken out of its package, while they were quite willing to take
back a toaster that he had had for four weeks without ever ques-
tioning what he had done with it and its four slots.  The  packed
audience, which was made up of a mix of all ages, was very recep-
tive. This made the experience of performing for them all the more
enjoyable. The crowd also loved my joke about how my favourite
machine at the gym is the water fountain and sometimes when peo-
ple crowd around too close I have to tell them: “Look, I’ve got this –
I don’t need you to spot me.”

After a brief break, the evening ended with the well polished
magic show of Brian Glow. Anyone watching could tell that he has
been at his craft for a long time as he had the rest of the evening run-
ning smoothly. Everyone really liked his illusions and he really knew
how to get the crowd going as they tried to figure out how he was
doing what he was doing. My favourite part was his egg trick. I
would tell you about it, but, you can enjoy watching it yourselves
by buying his DVD. Some of his jokes were not half-bad, either.
Hats off to all the wonderful people who are part of the Massad
organization for putting on such a fun evening.

online dating
Many people think that online dating is the perfect venue for

someone with Aspergers to find someone to date since it gives you
a chance to get to know someoone better before meeting that per-
son; therefore, it’s thought - there should be less pressure. 

Here’s why it isn’t: When I meet a woman at a comedy show it’s
casual and I can develop a relationship with her  before asking her
out on a date. I can also progress the relationship in small steps by
making small gestures like buying her a drink and seeing if she rec-
iprocates. Not being able to pick up on nonverbal cues I have a
harder time reading my date and therefore matching her intensity
level. I also can’t tell if she wants me to kiss her or if I am moving
too fast, which is something likely to turn my potential dates off.
Therefore, only by seeing if she returns my gestures can I tell her
interest level. In addition, since I can’t read body language I can’t
put out the expected cues myself, so, I am just as much of an enig-
ma to her as she is to me. 

The problem with online dating is few people go to online dating
websites to make friends. Instead most people are there to look for
a romantic relationship that may turn into something more, like
marriage or children. In addition, many people on dating websites
are not using them to develop a pen pal, so there are usually only a
few conversations between parties before they agree to meet. 

After that it‘s like any other date whether it’s developed through a
matchmaker, a blind date, or a dating service. It depends  more on
making a positive good impression and reading one another’s cues.
These factors mean that meeting through online dating is a horrible
way for me to get to know someone. A preferable way of meeting
people is to get to know them through volunteering or by appearing
myself at comedy shows, as we’re both there through a mutual inter-
est. It also means that  the other person and I can move as slowly as
we need to. 

ADAm SCHWARTZ (right) with
magician BRIAN GLoW The
two of them, along with come-
dian Dan Goldberg, performed
at the Camp massad fundraiser.



Camp Massad’s layout,
according to its executive
director and on-site abba,
Danial Sprintz, is a very flat
camp, with few on-site obsta-
cles.

“But, what has been holding
us back was our lack of acces-
sibility,” said Sprintz. 

“The camp board decided to make it a priority to
increase accessibility for everyone, because our camp
could potentially be one of the few in Manitoba capa-
ble of having an entire program of handicapped kids.

“Especially in our Jewish community, it will put us in
a good position to serve religious kids, secular kids, kids
learning Hebrew, and disabled kids (who should be
able to come to camp like everyone else). 

“We’re going on the if you build it, they will come the-
ory. If they know it’s not accessible, they won’t ask.”

Massad now has wheelchair accessibility in its show-
ers, bathrooms, dining hall, rec hall, and theatre. “So,
we’re completely capable of taking care of kids of all
abilities at the site. It’s just that for getting into cabin
areas and to and from cabin areas, there’s still some
work needed.”

For now, the camp is looking to get a portable ramp.
In the future, the plan is to equip the site with perma-
nent ramps. “The only reason we don’t want to do that
right now is because the cabins will be moving to new
locations,” said Sprintz. “But, we can rent a ramp for
$400 for this year.”

Sprintz was approached by Shelley Ross and Danna Kaplan from the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg’s Budding Philanthropy program.
“They came up with the idea of doing a book sale to raise the $400
on their own,” said Sprintz, who saw the concept as “wonderful” and

“grassroots.”
Kaplan is a speech-language

pathologist at Milestones Therapy
and a mother of three boys. She
has been a part of Budding
Philanthropy for a couple of years. 

“I was excited to be a part of the
book sale for the Massad ramp,
because I think it’s such a great way
to teach our kids the importance of
helping others,” said Kaplan. 

The idea for the book sale came
up during event planning to help
build awareness of the different
local agencies CJA assists and to
thank the children involved with
the Budding Philanthropy program. 

“We consulted with local agen-
cies to find out what needs they
may have that we could have the
children involved in over the next
several years,” said Kaplan. 

“When we heard from Danial
[Sprintz] about the needs at
Massad, the wheelchair ramp stood
out to us as something that could
really make a difference, in a dif-
ferent way than many of the other
needs. It would help a child to have
a camp experience that might not
otherwise be possible.

“The ramp was needed this summer and our committee really liked
the idea of trying to help. Rather than just ask friends to pitch in for a
donation, we decided to see how we could involve the kids in this so
that it was supported by Budding Philanthropy. 

“Shelley [Ross] thought of a book sale and it was agreed that this
would be a way the kids could help, both by donating books and also
by selling them at the sale. It has completely snowballed and we’ve
had such a huge amount of support from the community that it’s over-
whelming.” 

Ross said, “My children’s new enrolment with the Budding
Philanthropist program has sparked great new dialogue in regards to
the importance of giving and community involvement.

“At our last meeting, Danna [Kaplan] told us Camp Massad needs to
rent a portable wheelchair access ramp. Our whole committee (Amy
Samphir, Bonnie Buchalter, Elissa Abrams, Danna Kaplan, and me)
were very inspired to find a way to help raise the money needed to
rent it.” 

“We knew we could count on the community’s support and it’s
amazing how many books have already been donated.” 

The book sale took place from June 20-25 at the Asper Campus in
various locations there.

MP Joyce Bateman sends Chai off to Israel
The Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble left for Israel the first week
in July, to proudly represent Winnipeg and Canada at the Karmiel
Festival. Before the group left Joyce Bateman, mP for Winnipeg
South Centre presented a Canadian flag to the group that was
proudly displayed in the opening parade as the group entered the
amphitheatre. Photo by Jordan Nepon Photography.

massad to increase accessibilty for physically handicapped via book sale

Book Drive for Camp Wheelchair Ramp
(seller volunteer, SuSIE FREEDmAN TAPPER
of Budding Philanthropists).
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REBECA  kUROPATWA



Wednesday, July 9, 2014, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   11

Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, university of
manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
The Yiddish summer program is going well. Since there are very few Yiddish speakers

in Amherst, we took the students to New York. In Crown Heights we danced on the streets
to the sound of Klezmer music, in Willamsburg students spoke Yiddish to the Hasidim
who answered them in English, while at YIVO the Folksbiene theater group gave a mov-
ing performance. On the last day we toured the Lower East Side. In the eyes of the Asian
children I saw the new Sholem Aleichem’s “Motl the Cantor’s Son”. Yiddish Lebt!

How does a Jew make a living?
Last week I began

telling the story of
how the Jewish town
of Shklov in White
Russia became for a
time, thanks to the
patronage of two
Russian generals, the
center of Jewish com-

merce in Old Russia. The story is taken from
the remarkable collection Judische Neshumos,
a six-volume set written shortly before the First
World war by the Yiddish folklorist A. Litvin. I
presented the story in transcribed Yiddish, so
our readers could try out their own skill at
deciphering our mame-loshun. As I keep
telling people, it’s not that hard if you know a
little German. But why not try it for yourself?
Picking up where we left off last week:

“Interessant is, as dem fundament zum
Jüdischen handel in Shklov gufah (proper) un
dem ganzen gegend arum, hâben gelegt nischt
die Yidden alléin, nor zwéi Russiche generalen
– vun die wâs hâben a gewisse zeit genossen
(enjoyed) Yekaterina’s liebe. Dâs senen
geween: der berühmter (famous) Fürst
Potemkin, un der Serb – General Zaritsch.”

(Hint: Sometimes you can be led astray by
word order. Yiddish does not stick to the sub-
ject-verb-object system of English, but some-
times flips them around, as above: where in S-
V-O we would have simply had: “zwéi
Russiche generalen – hâben gelegt – dem fun-
dament” (two Russian generals – laid – the
foundation). You can pick this out of the above
passage if you go back and look carefully. A
hint that the object comes first is the use of the
article dem instead of der – die – das (any one
of the nominative forms.) But let’s get back to
the story…

Zaritsch is geween Yekaterina’s favorit var
(before) Potemkinen. Er hât gegeben Yidden
verschiedene privilegiehs zu entwicklen (to
develop) handel. Er hat poshut (simply) alléin
gewollt reich weren. Zaritsch, asõ wie
Potemkin, senen geween praktische un
entwickelte menschen. Séi hâben sehr gut
gewusst die bedeutung ( the meaning, signifi-
cance) vun Yidden var verspreitung vun handel
in Rusland, wâs is dämâlt geween sehr âbges-
tannen (backward). Zaritsch hât sich nischt
begnugent (was not satisfied…do you recog-
nize a variant of the word “fargenign” here?)
mit ânkleiben reichtum indirekt, durch prote-
gieren Yidden. Er hât poshut alléin getrieben
treyphe bronfen (black-market liquor) un
gemacht falsche geld. K’dey (in order) besser
aus-zu-brengen die bronfen hât er gezwungen
(forced) Yidden séi sollen bei ihm kaufen die
bronfen un verkâufen die pauerim (peasants –
cf. the German bauer, “farmer”. The Hebrew
plural form on a German noun is anomalous!).
Wenn m’hât später (subsequently) bei ihm
gemacht a revisieh un gefunnen die falsche
matbeyos (coins), hât er arauf-gewarfen die
ganze schuld auf Yidden.

Zulieb seine treyphe business (evidently
American English was already having an influ-
ence of Yiddish speech even in Russia!) hât
Zaritsch nötig gehat, as kéin shum (single)
“knöppel” (government official, lit. “little but-
ton”), sei vun die hõche, sei vun die niederige
(the sei…sei construction, pronounced with a
soft “s”, means “either…or”), soll nischt arein-
schmecken in sein meluchah (fiefdom). Aphilu
(even) dann, wenn er is schõn geworen “aus
mekhuten” (out of favor) mit Yekaterinen, un
sein platz hât vernummen Potemkin, hât er
auch genossen a gewisse unberührlichkeit
(“untouchability”, from rühren, “to move,

By

MARTY GREEN

Continued on page 15. See “marty Green”.



Bob Bossin’s Davy the Punk
Written by and starring 
BoB BoSSIN

The very Jewish story of my
father’s life in the gambling
business.

Davy the Punk is Bob Bossin’s
new one-man musical about his
father, whose life, according to
Andreas Schroeder, is “so fasci-
nating, hilarious and outra-
geous, it’s worthy of a Mordecai
Richler novel.” 

Davy Bossin, Bob’s father, was
born in 1905. Finding his way
blocked by the rampant anti-
Semitism of the times, Davy blazed his own path in a new, vibrant,
international industry – gambling. There he matched wits with cops
and mobsters, grifters and grafters, mensches and gonifs. His court
cases set precedents that affect us to this day.

Davy’s son Bob grew up to found Stringband, to pioneer Canadian
indie music, and to write songs Pete Seeger praised as “funny, infor-
mative and inspiring at the same time.”

Now Bossin Jr. tells Bossin Sr.’s story in a Yiddish-sprinkled perfor-
mance that is, according to Michael Wex, author of Born to Kvetch,
“Damon Runyon meets Sholem Aleichem … a touching and very
funny portrait of a part of Jewish Canada that too many people like
to pretend wasn’t there.”

Bob Bossin and Dave -  
then and now

12 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, July 9, 2014

Fringe Festival previews

Regent Ave W.Nairn

La
gi

m
od

ie
re

 B
lvd

.

Kildonan 
Place Shopping 

Centre

Applebees

Winnipeg, Manitoba  R2C 4H4
P: 204.661.6900  |  F: 204.661.6850

store401@theupsstore.ca 
www.TheUPSStore.ca/401

www.theupsstore.ca/401

HOT SUMMER SPECIALS FOR JULY

 

CIALS FT SUMMER SPEHO

ONTHS FREE MAILBCEIVE 3 MRE
alueo $105 v up tarreor 1 yt fenou rWhen y

  

 

 

.dvlB
ereido

migaL

nriaN .WevAAvtnegeR

W

Applebees

E

S

YOR JUL LYCIALS F

AL X RENTOONTHS FREE MAILB
alue

  

 

 

Centre
Place Shopping 

Kildonan 

  

 

 

eorts.theupswww .c

sional. Prsefo. PrtenienvonC

alueo $105 v, up tarr, up teor 1 yt fenou rWhen y

0% OFF SHREDDING SERVICES1

ANTTANDSANNERS & S10% OFF B
ame timet the schased at be purusM

  

 

 

.TheUPSStowwww.TheUPSSto
e401@theupsstostor

: 204.661.6900  |  F: 204.661.6850P
, Manitoba  R2C 4H4Winnipeg

s Solutions Prsl BusineA Smal

s Owner & F

ca/401

.eoductivsional. Pr

asJosh K

alue

0% OFF SHREDDING SERVICES

ANDS

  

 

 

.ca/401re.TheUPSSto
.ca ree401@theupssto

: 204.661.6900  |  F: 204.661.6850
, Manitoba  R2C 4H4

anchisee

amogrs Solutions Pr

rs Owner & F

Flying Dreams
Written by and starring 
AARoN JESSuP

A time-traveling European
adventure, a one-man, multi-
character laugh riot that goes
from hilarious to heartbreaking
and back again, Flying
Dreams weaves the worlds of theater, circus and busking. The show
draws from Jessup’s personal experiences as a second-generation
street performer, who went from shy San Francisco teenage juggler
to performing in 12 countries on three continents and winning top
honors at international busking competitions. This emotionally com-
plex coming-of-age story made sold out runs at the Santa Cruz
Fringe Festival (Santa Cruz, CA), The Rogue Festival (Fresno, CA),
and at The Garage in San Francisco, CA.

Teaching Shakespeare
Written, directed and
performed by KEIR
CuTLER

“A masterful entertain-
er!” (Kevin Prokosh,
Winnipeg Free Press)

Since debuting at the
1999 Montreal Fringe
Festival, Teaching
Shakespeare has had
over 150 performances
across Canada, and two
theatrical runs in New
York City. This “formidably delightful” (Off-Off Broadway Review)
parody of a college Shakespeare class and portrait of a frustrated
actor turned frustrated professor is returning to the 2014 Winnipeg
Fringe Festival.

Montrealer Keir Cutler has been called “a masterful entertainer,”
(Winnipeg Free Press) “a marvel to watch,” (Toronto Sun) and “one
of solo theatre’s superstars.” (Montreal Gazette) Keir has a PhD in
theatre from Wayne State University in Detroit, a playwriting diplo-
ma from the National Theatre School of Canada, and is the
writer/performer of eight solo works; four of them directed by TJ
Dawe.

This year, as has become our tradition, we present previews of
Fringe Festival productions that have some semblance of a Jewish
connection - either through a Jewish performer or performers;
writer; director; or perhaps a Jewish theme. We apologize in advance
to anyone whose production we have omitted. If you didn’t let us
know about your show, how could we have helped to publicize it?

Folk Lordz
Co-written by and co-starring
BEN GoRoDETSKY

Gorodetsky writes: “I am a
Jewish-Russian theatre artist
based in Edmonton. I have
worked as an actor, improvisor,
playwright and director, and
much of my self created work
explores cultural and social iden-
tity.

“Naturally, Folk Lordz is
focused on Cree storytelling and
Slavic dramatic tradition, but
these are just pieces of a larger
tapestry of multiculturalism.
Jewishness and Yiddish culture are another huge part of that tapes-
try for me, and certainly come up in my work often.”

Reaching deep into their very different heritages, Ben Gorodetsky
and Todd Houseman bring Aboriginal storytelling and Russian char-
acter drama together to create a rich tapestry of hilarious and heart-
felt improv at the Winnipeg Fringe!

We Glow
Co-created by EmILY PEARLmAN

In We Glow, two single execu-
tives have hit their ceiling at
work. It only makes sense for
them to strike a business agree-
ment to get married and have
kids, so that their peers and co-
workers don’t think they are too
weird to get promotions. But
here’s the snag – they are unable
to conceive a child and that
ignites a series of events that
force them off of the “life script”
and into the unknown.

We invite the audience into the boardroom – The United Way
Learning Centre – as members of the board, to listen to these two
characters state their cases for returning to work after being put on
an “Involuntary Adjustment Period”….

Though this is Theatre 4.669’s first jaunt to Manitoba, co-creator
Emily Pearlman is no stranger to the festival, having performed Mi
Casa’s site-adaptive living room show Countries Shaped Like Stars at
the Festival in 2010 and as a fundraiser in 2011.



Spilling Family Secrets
Created and performed by 
SuSAN FREEDmAN

At age 11, Susan Freedman
snooped in her mother’s closet and
found a shoebox full of love letters
written between 1927 and 1937 by
her parents when they were just 19
years old.

Susan thought they were hilarious -
and embarrassing.

Today, can the letters spill the
secrets of their inspiring marriage -
and shed light on Susan’s own marital
misadventures? 

Sixty years later that shoebox of let-
ters is Susan’s - given to her by her
mother who said: “You’ve read them
anyway!”

Amid laughter and tears, Susan pared the letters down to the
excerpts she felt best told their love story – and caused her to look
at her own romantic life with fresh eyes. “Getting to know my par-
ents at age 19 was an amazing gift.” 
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Winnipeg Studio Theatre presents:
Godspell Come Sing About Love

Produced by KAYLA GoRDoN
Associate musical Director ELLIoT LAZAR

Godspell has been hailed as one of Broadway’s biggest successes.
The groundbreaking revival with new updated orchestrations by
award-winning composer Stephen Schwartz (Wicked and Pippin)
boasts a string of recognizable songs led by the hit ‘Day By Day’.
Godspell tells the timeless tale of friendship, loyalty, and love,
which has touched the hearts of theatergoers around the world.
Now Winnipeg audiences can join in the celebration as a spectac-
ular ensemble of bright young performers stirs your soul, raises your
spirit, and lifts you right out of your seat!

Winnipeg Studio Theatre’s contribution to this year’s Fringe is
being produced by Kayla Gordon, whose past Fringe hits include
Hair, Altar Boyz, Hersteria, and The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee. This exciting musical revival will include an on stage
three-piece band led by musical director Paul De Gurse. Also fea-
tured will be an incredible cast, each one playing several instru-
ments throughout the show including accordion, melodica, African
djembe, ukelele, and boomwhackers!

The Balding
By JEFF GANDELL
Directed by mATT GoLDBERG

A hilarious race against time, nature,
and the terrifying business of becom-
ing a man.

Jeff’s in his early twenties and losing
his hair. Worse yet, he’s convinced he’s
going bald because he’s still a virgin.
Faced with no alternative, he embarks
on a desperate quest to lose his virgin-
ity so he can arrest the terrifying hair
loss process.

Meanwhile, his utter distraction over
this paralyzing situation leads him to
accidentally destroy his parents’ most
precious assets, one by one. As the situation gets more hopeless, Jeff
comes face to face with his own mortality, and the frightening real-
ities of adulthood.

THE BALDING originally debuted at the 2013 montreal FRINGE
Festival, where it was nominated for the Just for Laughs-Best
Comedy award. It was remounted for a one-week sold-out run at
Mainline Theatre in Montreal in March 2014.

Confessions of an Operatic Mute
Written by 
BRIANE NASImoK
Starring STAN LESK

At an early age Briane
Nasimok decided that he want-
ed to appear on the magnificent
2200-seat O’Keefe Centre stage
in Toronto – and he wasn’t
going to let anything like a lack
of talent stop him from getting
there.

So when, after appearing in a
University of Toronto review, a
member of the Canadian Opera
Company came backstage
looking for extras, Briane
jumped at the chance – even
though his limited knowledge
of opera was based on Warner
Brothers cartoons.

Some seven years and over 250 performances later Briane had
toured ten provinces and 38 states without singing a note and
ascended to the title of “Canada’s Foremost Operatic Mute”.

Briane’s one-man show recaptures and recreates some of the most
hilarious and touching moments of his life and operatic career.

Confessions of an Operatic Mute began as a ten-minute showcase
after an eight-week “Soulotheatre” workshop in November of 2012,
and was expanded to 30 minutes for the first annual SouloFest the
following May. The show was warmly received at the Totnes Theatre
Festival in England in July and the 55-minute version was chosen for
the Toronto and Winnipeg Fringe Festival in July of 2014.

Stan Lesk adds: “Bernie, Briane and I go way back to high school.
We both were operatic mutes for the Canadian Opera Company.
We were both hired for $2.50 a performance. I stayed with my
dream of becoming a professional actor in Toronto and Briane stuck
it out with the opera company, becoming the king of the opera
extras.”

The Stiltskin Trials
Co-written by and co-starring
KAS KuRoPATWA 

Set in the modern age The
Stiltskin Trials tells the tale of
Rumplestiltskin with several
twists; by the end of the show
audiences won’t know who the
villain was. 

The story takes place in mod-
ern-day Canada and is told in a
world without any magic. The
show comes through a trial, with
background given in flashback
scenes. A ten-person cast and
crew delivers the haunting story of
Mr. R Stiltskin, a prosperous, self-
made businessman who runs several large corporations. His manip-
ulations of a typist, Marshall Gray, set the stage, literally, for a series
of dark events. 

Kas Kuropatwa and Connor Wielgosz wrote, produced, directed,
composed original music for, and will be starring in the show. 

A Walk-a-thon will be held Saturday, July 12th at 10:30 am on the
North-East Pioneers Greenway trail to raise funds for the show.
Walking ten kilometres will be the entire cast and crew; donations
are very appreciated! All pledges of over $10 earn a spot for the
donor’s name in the program and over $25 earns a cast-signed
handbill! Pledges can be given via any mode of communication to
any cast member; email kaskuropatwa@gmail.com with questions
or pledges! 

KAS KuRoPATWA



However belated this column may be, your
sports messenger is not yet into his dotage and
can easily recollect the details surrounding per-
haps the finest Rady JCC Sports Dinner to date.

The 42nd event on June 19th at the RBC
Convention Center was witnessed by a record
crowd of 1,505, who would doubtless attest that
a good time was had by all. Thanks, of course,
to the remarkable headline speaker – Earvin
“Magic” Johnson, who slipped in through a side

entrance, conquered the crowd, and departed all within a span of per-
haps 60 minutes.

For those dinner guests who thought that billionaire Donald Sterling’s
name might eventually surface they would have had to drive home in
the pelting rain to catch “Entertainment Tonight” on TV to witness some
other celebrity whose fall from grace had captured the imagination of
millions. In short, no Donald dirt on this night. It wasn’t on the menu.

The enjoyable format of the main event involved the articulate and
popular Sara Orlesky, a Manitoban who was the MC for the evening and
who covers a variety of sports and other events for TSN. The interaction
between Sara and Johnson was classic. It was a mutual admiration soci-
ety.

Most of us, of course, are familiar with the iconic Johnson’s magic on
the courts of America and abroad. He played 13 years in the NBA and
earned five championship rings. Three MVP Awards and playing in a
dozen NBA All-Star Games followed.

As a member of the original “Dream Team”, the former LA Lakers’ star
won a gold medal at the 1992 Olympics in Barcelona.

The keynote speaker for the evening and,
with nary a piece of paper in sight, shared per-
sonal anecdotes about his life as a pro basket-
ball player and then moved on to what he con-
sidered an even more significant aspect of his
life.

We learned from the candid 54-year-old
Earvin, who prefers to be known as either
Magic or Mr. Johnson, about the intense rival-
ry between him and the legendary Larry Bird _
not to mention the Boston Celtics.

”I’m all about winning. I love to win; that’s
who I am. If you dislike a team you play better
against them. I still hate Larry. You dislike
somebody who is as good as you are,” admit-
ted the former 6’, 9” 220 lb. guard, who was
born in Lansing, Michigan.

“My smile doesn’t mean I’m a nice guy,” he
continued. “I was moody and crazy when I

played. My passion
fueled me. My love
was playing and always
being a positive guy.
Nobody is going to
work harder than me.”

Johnson said that he
was pleased that the
NBA had come to
Canada. He described
Canadian basketball
icon Steve Nash as a “
smaller Magic with the
ball.” And, now that the
Raptors are here in
Canada we would see
a lot of Canadian kids
in the game, and that
more and more of them
would emerge (in the
pros).”

Like magic, as if the
basketball player had
never been present, the
headline speaker went
off into a totally differ-
ent direction and

A good time was had by all; the dinner guests all had a ball

Y Sports Dinner honourees LARRY and
TovA vICKAR along with special guest
speaker mAGIC JoHNSoN

Photo courtesy of Barry Mallin Photography
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Continued on next page.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

In this chapter, I
would like to revis-
it financial plan-
ning for seniors.

It should be
noted that seniors
do not want to be
dependent on their
children! How are

they going to manage that? Budgeting is just
as important for seniors as it is for newly-
weds. You have to look at your sources of
income and expenditures. If your expendi-
tures exceed your income, look out: You
may be headed for bankruptcy!

To determine what types of investments
are suitable for you, you have to determine
what is your Risk/Reward ratio. G.I.C.’s
which are guaranteed by the Federal
Government of Canada (up to $60,000
Canadian per financial institution) are a zero
risk. But what about the return? If you tie up
your money for five years you can expect
about a 2.50% return.

Because this interest income is taxable,
this would be the gross return on your
investment.

But, this isn’t your after-tax return! It will
be somewhat less than 2.50% depending on
your marginal tax rate, (check this out with
your accountant, to determine what your
rate is).

For example if your marginal tax rate is
30% your net after tax rate is 1.75%. If our
current inflation rate in Canada, is about
2.00% you are actually losing ground! Your
Risk/Reward Ratio, is less than zero. If you
are looking for the types of interest yields,
we had in the early 1980’s (reaching almost
20%,) forget about it!

If you have substantial amounts of cash,
sitting in the bank, earning zero interest it’s
time to consider alternate investments for
part of your portfolio. For those seniors who
are empty nesters, what have you been
doing with that extra cash that is now avail-
able since your children have left home and

are now living independently?
Canadian banks are paying very little in

interest, these days, but their common stock
is doing very well! For example, a recent
quote for TD bank’s common stock was $
54.78 Canadian for a share, and it’s current
dividend shows a yield of 3.43%. That yield
is further enhanced by the Dividend Tax
Credit. (Ask your accountant about this).
Furthermore, they have a history of paying
increasing dividends! Are dividends on
common stock guaranteed?

No, they are not. But the major Canadian
banks have been pretty consistent with their
dividend payouts! Are they a safe invest-
ment? Talk to your broker, and form your
own opinion. 

Should you put all of your investments in
Canadian Bank stock? Remember the old
quotation, “don’t put all your eggs in one
basket.” Start out slowly, always maintaining
cash on hand for emergencies. Attend lec-
tures on the subject, and increase your
knowledge on the advantages and disadvan-
tages of owning common stock. You may
reach a point where you have enough confi-
dence to handle it on your own. The broker-
age offices of many banks will assist you in
this matter. For diversification and limited
investment experience you may want to get
into mutual funds that invest in the major
Canadian banks.

That’s enough of the serious talk!
Remember the story about the widow
Brown, who was afraid of being attacked!
She was walking alone when she met a fel-
low holding a chicken, a pig and a stewpot.
She said “You might attack me!”

She then said “If you put the pig down,
and the pot over his head, I’ll hold the chick-
en!”

Then there was the story about the man
who almost drowned, and someone was
applying artificial respiration. An elderly
man passing by remarked. If you don’t get
his rear end out of the water, you’re going to
draw the ocean dry!

By

HARRY WARREN

We are seniors
Chapter no. 59



became a man on a mission. “Never mind
what a man accomplished on the court, but
what he achieved in his life as a human
being. Yes, you can make a lot of money,
but you have to give back. I want to be
remembered for what I’ve done for others,”
he expressed with utmost sincerity.

And so, the gentleman who didn’t even
arrive on time to join the audience at dinner
and who was ghetto-bred and one of eight
children no longer spends his days basking
in the glory of yester year. Instead, not
unlike the Rady JCC organization, he also
prizes highly what Jews refer to as “Tikkun
Olam” a pledge to help “repair the world. “

“Magic,” you see, has become the most
powerful African-American businessman in
the world. He is a major league laseball
team owner (Dodgers), an entrepreneur, a philanthropist and a motiva-
tional speaker.

He is also Chairman and CEO of Magic Johnson Enterprises (MJE) and
provides high quality products and services that focus primarily on eth-
nically diverse and underserved urban communities.

Johnson is most noted for his unprecedented Starbucks partnership,
which served as the catalyst for redevelopment in urban communities.

In November 1991, during a physical exam, he found out he was a
carrier of the HIV virus that causes AIDS. Johnson was the first pro ath-
lete to come out as a person living with HIV because he was worried
about its spread.

He now serves as Chairman and Founder of the Magic Johnson
Foundation which has become one of the most recognizable philan-
thropic organizations around.

As the evening wound down, Johnson picked up a microphone and
demonstrated how Tikkun Olam operates by adding some financial
assistance of his own to the Rady cause.

What was his modus operandi? Like a professional auctioneer a’ la
the late Meyer Keppy Steiman, the Magic man turned four seven-seat
packs of tickets near centre court at Los Angeles Lakers’ games into (four
times $15,000) for a generous donation of $60,000 in five minutes.
Oops, this just in, another gentleman wanted the deal so badly that he
arranged to buy a fifth deal raising the ante to $75,000. Johnson also
threw in six Magic throwback jerseys to boot because, says he, “ You
won’t get actors Jack Nicholson and Denzel Washington’s chairs.”

Hey, the man talks the talk, but more importantly, he walks the walk
too.

********
The table of contents in the glossy and colorful Rady JCC dinner pro-

gram indicated that just prior to the appearance of that “Magic” man
that the 2014 honouree of this year’s Sports Dinner was to be “Larry
Vickar & Family.”

When Larry arrived at the podium to a rousing ovation, the first
thought he shared was that when he was approached by the organizers
to accept the momentous honour that he was most gratified; however,
since he had already been in the limelight long enough that it would be
under the condition that not he alone should be acknowledged, but the
entire Vickar family.

Larry, who was born in Melfort, Saskatchewan, performed his own
“magic”. No, he couldn’t slam dunk a basketball or play point guard for
the Lakers, but we learned that during his fond youth, he was active as a
Cub and Boy Scout, skated and curled, was a lifeguard and played the
saxophone in the school band.

His parents, Norman and Florence Vickar, taught him the value of com-
munity service and that giving back is extremely important. Mom and
dad today are in their mid-nineties and still active.

Larry lauded wife Tova, whom he described as “brave and fearless.”
She is obviously of a like mind when it comes to being charitable, as well
as being active in the Jewish community and elsewhere.

One of her most high profile endeavours has been the L’Arche Tova
Café, a social enterprise that started up in 2012 to help those in isolation
and many individuals who are sometimes discriminated against. The café
provides meaningful employment to people with disabilities – that can
make them feel worthwhile and an integral part of the community.

It sounds like a classic cliché, but space does not allow what the entire
Vickar family has accomplished both in and outside of the Jewish com-
munity.

They are all, indeed, more than worthy of all of the accolades they have
received. The word “gems” come to mind. 

************
Congratulations to the 2014 “Jewish Athlete of the Year”: HANNAH

BLATT. At age 15 she surely must be the youngest nominee to have ever
captured the award. The Grade Nine student at St. Mary’s Academy

excels at squash and
is also a fine tennis
player. She is the #1
ranked under-16
Squash player in
Manitoba. Hannah
travels nationally and
internationally to
compete. Indeed,
she’s a star on the rise,
as well as being an
honours student at
school.

This year’s Idy and
Max Nusgart
Memorial Award
winner was also pro-
vided with a bursary
of $500 from the Fred Glazerman Memorial Fund
at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

Runners up in a very close race were: Annika
Armstrong (Water Polo); Yale Michaels (Rugby);

Saul Shrom (Tennis); and Elizabeth Sera (CIS Wrestling).
This year’s Bert Knazan Award was presented to ALEXANDRA KLI-

MAN. It is given to an athlete exhibiting excellence in athletic perfor-
mance and good sportsmanship. Besides playing high school hockey
with the Kelvin Clippers, she plays with the Winnipeg Avro’s Midget team
having earned “Rookie of the Year” honours.

Congratulation also to the Maccabia Hockey Champions: “Winpark
Dorchester” who captured the 2013-14 title: Paul Zimberg, Adam
Meyers, Blake, Daniel, and Harvey Oman, Corey Zimberg-Collins,
Daniel Glesby, Justin and Jeff Rabb, Darren Kashton, and Dustin
Boyechko.

Our next issue will feature the new members of the “Rady Wall of
Fame” who were also deservedly honoured at the 42nd Sports Dinner.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and cov-
ers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports
to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-
mail: harv360@shaw.ca

Harvey Rosen
Continued from previous page.

TSN’s SARA oRLESKY with Rady JCC
President DANNY SToLLER 

Photo courtesy of Barry Mallin Photography
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touch”) vun person. (In case you
missed it, ther was another S-V-O
reversal in the last sentence - hint: If
Potemkin were the object the verb

“took”, his name would be written Potemkinen , the suffix denoting
a proper name in the object.) Als gewesener beliebter (former lover)
vun der Kaiserin, hât er ângewendet alle mitteln zu halten die knöp-
pel-leut wâs weiter vun seine mayantkehs. Aphilu die itztige (pre-
sent-day) Shklover Yidden können sich nischt verwundern wâs far a
min “Eretz Yisroel” dämâlt is geween. 

TO BE CONTINUED…

marty Green
Continued from page 11.

 
 
Congregation Etz Chayim is searching for a creative, detail-
oriented professional to fill the part-time position of  
  

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 

  
The ideal candidate will have experience in graphic design, 
document layout, writing/editing, web content management, 
and social media.  Reporting to the Executive Director, the 
Communications Coordinator will take the lead on 
congregational publications and publicity, and seek ways to 
measurably increase the synagogue’s profile. Familiarity with 
Jewish culture, holidays, and rituals is essential.  
Photography skills are an asset. 
  
Competitive salary and benefits.  Please send your résumé in 
confidence to the Executive Director by e-mail at 
jbuchwald@etzchayim.ca or by fax at 204-582-0246. 
  
Deadline for applications is Friday, August 1, 2014 

 

 

Jewish Athlete of the
Year Squash player
HANNAH BLATT



My Promised Land
The Triumph and Tragedy of Israel
By Ari Shavit
Spiegel & Grau, New York, 2013,
445 pages
Reviewed by JoSEPH LEvEN

Ari Shavit is a journalist who writes
for Haaretz which is generally con-
sidered to be a left-of-centre newspa-
per very much opposed to the settle-
ments. 

Certainly that is the point of view
that colours much of My Promised
Land, particularly in the later chap-
ters. Having said that, Shavit is not
dogmatic and does a pretty good job
of showing both sides of every story
as well as his own opinions.

The book is written as a series of
vignettes set at intervals beginning in
the late 19th Century and continuing
up to the present. Each chapter paints
a portrait of a place or event that is
supposed to characterize that particu-
lar time. 

For instance, the very first chapter is
the story of the author’s great-grandfa-
ther, the Jewish Englishman Herbert
Bentwich’s visit to Palestine in 1897. It
tells the story of what prompted him
to go there, and what he saw there among the Jewish colonists. It also
does not neglect to describe the Arabs who also lived there at that time.

The second chapter is set in 1921 and tells the story of the Jewish pio-
neers who settled the Harod valley and the many obstacles that they
overcame, but it too does not neglect the Arabs who were already liv-
ing there. And so it goes for many of the opening chapters of the book,
all of them well written, all of them carrying the reader deep inside the
Palestine/Israel that they portray.

By Chapter 8, about half way through the book, the tone changes. We
are in 1975 now and the chapter tells the story of the first settlement
established in the West Bank: Ofra. From here on in Shavit is not very
happy with the way things have progressed in Israel. He states it explic-
itly in that chapter:

“In 1980, when I was a twenty-three-year-old student, I first came to
realize that the settlements were a calamity in the making. When I was
twenty-five, I wrote a pamphlet for the Peace Now movement that
described the settlement project as folly....The grand and noble cam-

paigns of the Israeli peace movement
and the international community to
stop the expansion of the settlements
failed. The nightmare we envisioned
turned into a reality.”

If you, the reader, happen to agree
with these statements, the rest of the
book will be a walk in the park. If you
support the settlements or take a neu-
tral stand with regard to them, the sec-
ond half of the book may not be as
enjoyable as the first. 

One quote with regard to the settle-
ments is so breathtaking that it must
be highlighted. Shavit inserts this
quote to show just how quixotic the
whole enterprise is. The speaker is
Israel Harel, a columnist for Haaretz,
but also a figure in the settlement
movement. Asked about the sustain-
ability of the settlements, he replies:

1. A wave of immigration will come
and will sweep away the demograph-
ic problem.

2. Of their own accord, the Arabs
will leave and go to live with their
brothers in Jordan.

3. The State of Israel will not transfer
its population by force but will
encourage the immigration of individ-

ual Arabs to Arab states.
4. There will be a war resembling the war of 1948.
(None of these sound particularly likely, I would suggest.)
From here on in Shavit continues with the series of vignettes, but

overlays them with a lament for what Israel has become. He eventual-
ly identifies seven threats that face today’s Israel, only two of which are
external. He calls them the Islamic, Arabic, Palestinian, internal, men-
tal, moral and identity-based threats. The first four all relate to the Arabs
both external and internal, and are made worse by the existence of the
settlements. 

However, Israel, he says, has changed and no longer possesses the
mental strength, the moral values and the national sense of identity that
were present in the early years and that allowed the state to come into
being and to flourish. These constitute threats to its continued survival
as important as the Arabs. 

All the threats that Shavit identifies and discusses have an element of
truth to them. His access to important figures in Israel past and present

is unparalleled. Many
of the interviews that
he conducts are fasci-
nating. Among those
he talks to are Aryeh
Deri, Amos Yadlin,
Pinchas Wallerstein
and Yossi Sarid, all
names familiar to fol-
lowers of the Israeli
political scene. 

Maybe My
Promised Land is a
heart-felt expression
of the author’s deep-
est opinions.
Nonetheless I could-
n’t help but feel that
the second half was
more than a little con-
trived; facts, opinions
and quotations all
pulled together to
make a point or to sell
a book, more than a
good solid reflection
of a very complicated
reality. You the reader
can make your own
decision.

(My Promised Land
is available at the
Winnipeg Public
Library.)
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A series of vignettes about Israel leading to a condemnation of the settlements

Israel, he says, has changed and no longer
possesses the mental strength, the moral val-

ues and the national sense of identity that
were present in the early years and that

allowed the state to come into being and to
flourish. These constitute threats to its con-
tinued survival as important as the Arabs. 



When I was 18 in
the mid 1970s I
decided to go study
in Israel at Tel Aiv
University. My
grandmother, who at
the time lived in
Seattle Washington,
offered a trip to Israel

to any of her many grandchildren. I was the
only one to take her up on her offer. It was my
ticket out of Winnipeg.

To say my grandmother was an unconven-
tional person is putting it mildly. When my
first daughter, Dalia, was born in Toronto my
grandmother, then in her mid-80s, was
mountain climbing in the Rockies. She
pushed me in her words to: “Get the hell out
of Winnipeg - go see the world”!

While I was a student in Israel I did volun-
teer community work all over the country –
where ever the need was. I was in the north
of the country where there had been a terror-
ist attack on a small town. I was given no
warning what I would see. 

There were many bodies on the ground as
we approached the town. When I got off the
Egged bus the first thing I saw was the body
of a baby. I had never seen dead bodies
before – never mind that of children. I started
to cry uncontrollably. I was then sick to my
stomach, vomiting at the back of the bus sta-
tion. 

That was a pivotal moment of my life. I
knew at that point that any type of conflict
that is out of control can make us so crazy
that children would be murdered needlessly!
I have worked my whole life since to under-
stand how to resolve conflict as a professor

and mediator.
I never understand people –

particularly Jewish people, who
believe no matter what – you
must always agree with Israel’s
actions. Its that kind of behav-
iour that drives madmen to kill
Israeli infants. That poor Israeli
child laying on the street had
Arab infants on the other side of
the border. 

Yes, we do our best not to hurt
nonmilitary people but mistakes
do happen. When terrorists pur-
posely come to kill civilians of
Israel; including infants. I say to
myself: “There has to be a better
way.” I swore to myself: “We
have to stop this madness.”

Yet the madness still contin-
ues. So for all you hard-liners
just remember the picture of a
dead Jewish infant because of
senseless violence! There has to
be a better way: We are better
than this. 

We need to support Israel at
times by disagreeing with offi-
cial goverment policy. It is not
an act of disloyalty. In fact it is
an act of love for country. We in
the Diaspora must strongly pres-
sure Israel always to take the
high road as best one can
towards peace. 

Alan Levy is a professor at
Brandon university.

Rainbow Stage’s The Producers is well-done but discomfiting
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By BERNIE BELLAN
I have to admit: I’m no great fan of Mel Brooks.

Sure, I’ve laughed at certain scenes in some of his
movies, such as the campfire scene in Blazing
Saddles but, on the whole I’ve always found his
brand of humour infantile.

Even when I tried watching the original film pro-
duction of The Producers I wasn’t able to make it
to the end - it was just so stupid. Remember too
that the movie came out in 1968. That was a time
when anti-Semitism was at a low ebb. Israel had
just emerged victorious in the Six-Day War and
was still regarded as the brave little country that
had proved triumphant over a vastly numerically
superior Arab enemy.

So - to produce a movie filled with dancing
swastika-wearing Nazi buffoons, never mind a
never-ending display of every gay stereotype con-
ceivable - well, it might have semed oh-so-daring
at that time, but it wasn’t likely to prove quite as embarrassing as it
was for me to watch those same ridiculous stereotypes on stage in
2014.

Now, this is not to say that Rainbow Stage’s production of The
Producers isn’t a first-rate production. The acting, the singing, the
dancing, the sets, and especially the physical comedy of so many of
the performers - is all exceedingly well done. 

Among the people involved in the show are Joseph Tritt, who is
serving as Rainbow Stages’ Music Producer this season and Debbie
Maslowsky, who brings her physical comedy skills to the role of
“Touch Me Feel Me” - a nymphomaniac little old lady.

But, as Kevin Prokosh of the Free Press wrote in a piece about the
show, Ranbow Stage was quite sensitive about audience reaction to
a show as edgy as The Producers - a type of show that is quite a
departure for that company, even though of late it has begun to offer
more adult fare than it had in the past.

Prokosh wrote: (Rainbow Stage Artistic Director Ray) ‘Hogg is sen-
sitive about provoking any Rainbow patron, especially in the Jewish
community. He met with a local Holocaust survivor to gauge her

opinion.
‘ "She said, 'Hitler is not funny,'" says

Hogg, sitting in the empty theatre under
the dome during a rehearsal break. "I
said, 'The point is that we're mocking
Hitler, making a buffoon out of him' and
she said, 'Well, that's worthwhile.'" ‘

I disagree. Singing, dancing, buffoon
Nazis may have been acceptable during
the 1960’s, when such ridiculous shows
as Hogan’s Heroes were being aired on
television, but in a day and an age when
neo-Nazi groups are terrifying Jews in
Europe, not to mention the Islamists who
are even more terrifying, I’m not quite as
prepared to give Mel Brooks a pass and
say: “It’s all in good fun.”

Sure, you can go and watch the show
and be somewhat entertained, although if

you can sit through what is at its heart a very stupid musical with
mediocre songs, that is your prerogative. Even at the dress rehearsal,
which we attended, however, we heard an audience member won-
dering how anyone Jewish would react to this show.

Jews have long been willing to poke fun at themselves, as well as
at others, and I doubt that watching The Producers is going to make
anyone Jewish feel guilty over laughing at any of the crude, but often
admittedly funny physical depictions of Nazi and gay stereotypes that
are staples of this show, although if your’re like me, you’ll cringe over
the crudeness of it all. If having a sense of humour is perceived as a
key component of Jewish identity - which it is, according to the Pew
Report on Jewish identity in America, then I suppose it’s okay to
laugh along with other audience members at the stereotypes that
Brooks loves to depict in his productions.

But that same Pew Report also suggested that remembering the
Holocaust is regarded by American Jews as the most important ele-
ment of a  Jewish identity. That’s undoubtedly different now than it
would have been in 1968. Perhaps it’s time to put The Producers to
bed.

Rainbow Stage’s music Director 
JoSEPH TRITT

By

ALAN LEvY

Seeing a dead Israeli boy following a terrorist attack forever changed my life



In War-saw
we walked
through an
area called
Old Town
where we vis-
ited sites that
hadn’t been
demol i shed

during the Second World War. There is
very little left of the ghetto. There is a
Jewish Memorial building in Warsaw
that houses artifacts, paintings, and
many items that have been preserved
from the concentration camps. A
movie was shown that contained orig-
inal footage of the horrors that were
experienced by ghetto residents during
the war. I don’t know whether this film
has ever been seen in North America.

Seeing footage that must have been shot by actual ghetto residents
is quite jarring. Reading about the ghetto and watching Hollywood
depictions is one thing,  but looking at  actual footage too horrific to
describe is quite another. Both Bernie and I couldn’t believe what we
had seen. 

On another note the nightlife in Krakow was vibrant and lively. We
walked though a square that housed stalls where all sorts of items
were sold. The food smells were amazing. This was an area called the
castle walk. Speaking of walks we had a funny experience attempting
to find our apartment hotel. We knocked on a door after schlepping
two large suitcases and two smaller ones from the train station. When
we gave the address of where we wanted to go we were told to go a
block down the street. Long story short - where we knocked was the
address we were looking for. I still can’t believe that the person that
we spoke with didn’t know his own address. The accommodation was
delightful. 

There were some wonderful
highlights once we arrived in
Israel. Of course seeing Shimon
Peres and Benjamin Netanyahu
speak was thrilling. We were
allowed entry into  Israel Aircraft
Industries, where we saw some
amazing new technology. It was
quite impressive. Going to the
Weitzman Institute was another
highlight although the time we
spent there was too short. 

One evening we went on a
“Night tour of the Shuk: A Market
in Renaissance”. Machane
Yehudah  was teeming with pubs
and restaurants. Needless to say,
Bernie and I both had a little bit
too much to drink. 

Meeting Jews from all over the
world was an experience in
itself. Although anti-Semitism
died down after the war for a
while, the consensus is that
things haven’t been this bad
since the end of the Second
World War. Speaking with a
Hungarian journalist, I was told
that there are so many Nazi web-
sites – and more surfacing every
day, that it’s too frightening to
mention. He said that one site he
monitors gets 100,000 hits per
day. 

He also said that people have
taken to wearing baseball caps
as opposed to Yarmulkes for fear
of being singled out while walk-
ing in his town. I wonder though
whether that wouldn’t be a red
flag in itself. Discussion as to
whether anti-Semitism and anti-
Zionism are interchangable
terms and whether they’re rooted
in Christianity or Islam was a
common theme of the summit.

As a participant at
this Jewish media
summit I thought
that it would have
been far more
enjoyable if there
had been more
interactive partici-
pation whereby
more journalists
would have been
allowed to speak.
There was one
woman there from
Mexico who always
wanted to dominate discussion. I learned more about the Jews of
Mexico than I needed to know.

Some impressions of our trip to Poland and Israel

Bernie in front of the last remaining fragment of
the wall that once totally encircled the Warsaw
Ghetto

This apartment building in Warsaw sits
empty. The pictures that adorn its walls on
two sides seem to be there to convey memo-
ries of past inhabitants, but no one we talked
to in the area had a clue what the signifi-
cance was of these particular pictures. Does
anyone know the story behind this picture?
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Israel has
taken the
initiative in
so many
areas: Israel

is the number one recycler of water in the world;
Israeli cows produce more milk on average than
cows anywhere else in the world; Israel has 70%
of the cyber security market; Israeli researchers
have produced a pill that can enter your digestive
system and tell doctors what’s going on in there –
the list goes on and on.

Why are Israelis so successful in so many differ-
ent areas involving scientific research, Netanyahu
asked. Because “Jewish people always ask ques-
tions,” he said. “We argue with God – for God’s
sake!” he observed.

“We seek to better the world,” he continued. But,
“if there’s one thing we’ve learned in the history of
our people, it’s to recognize danger and take
action when we see that danger.”

And what are the greatest challenges facing the
Jewish people today?

According to Netanyahu they can be divided
into three categories:

“The rising tide of anti-Semitism in Europe”…it’s
“a combination of the hard left, hard right and
Islamic anti-Semitism,” he claimed.

“The only way to defeat a lie is with the truth,”
Netanyahu continued. “Nobody will defend us if
we don’t defend ourselves. We have to assail the
anti-Semites.

Referring to the recent decision by the
Presbyterian Church in the United States to boy-
cott three companies that do business in Israel,
Netanyahu said that he would “ask them to come
to the Middle East – when it’s fragmenting so sav-
agely. Take a plane, come here and let’s arrange a
bus tour for them in the region. But go in an
armour-plated bus and don’t dare announce that
you’re Christian!”

The second great challenge confronting Jews
today, Netanyahu claimed, is the “cementing of
fraying identities in the West, especially in North

America. I’m talking about young Jews who don’t
have a Jewish education. When they’re exposed to
their history we can infuse them with pride.”

Finally Netanyahu warned of the “dangers that
come from our region - the centuries-old feud
between Sunnis and Shia has been uncorked;
there is a fault line between civilization and sav-
agery. You can see it on the Golan Heights where
we treat children but we can’t publish their pic-
tures because they’ll be executed.”

But, Netanyahu warned: Don’t take sides in the
battle between Sunnis and Shiites. “When your
enemies are fighting one another don’t help either
one; you can do things to weaken both.”

“The most important thing is to make sure a mil-
itant Islamic regime does not get its hands on
weapons of mass destruction,” Netanyahu suggest-
ed. Syria provides a good example of how to deal
with such situations, when 90% of its chemical
weapons have been removed.

“That”, however, “is not the deal that is being
negotiated with Iran,” Netanyahu cautioned. “The
deal there is not to remove but to keep and
inspect.”

Iran moreover is “developing ICBM’s,” he added
– “that have only one purpose, which is to carry
nuclear weapons.”

When it comes to confronting the challenges he
listed though, Netanyahu claimed that “the Jewish
people have shown a remarkable ability to address
challenges. We don’t lower our heads and avert
our eyes.”

And with that Netanyahu left the podium – and
similar to someone carrying the Torah amidst the
congregation the swooning audience members
reached out to touch the holy politician. As I
noted, my wife was one of the lucky ones who felt
his firm handshake and, as felt his miraculous
touch, I myself came close to feeling the power of
this oh-so-very charismatic politician – who is so
expert at mouthing platitudes. But oh, can he ever
speak! Imagine that – a Stephen Harper with
charm and inarguable superlative oratorical skills. 

Peres and Netanyahu
Continued from page 3.

By

MEACHELLE BELLAN



By mARTIN ZEILIG
Among the 86 new appoint-

ments announced recently to the
Order of Canada were two
Jewish individuals with abiding
attachments to Winnipeg: Dr.
Harvey Max Chochinov and
acclaimed writer Guy Gavriel
Kay.

Not unexpectedly, their com-
ments to this reporter were simi-
lar.

“It is impossible not to feel
both profoundly honoured and
deeply humble,” wrote Kay, a
former resident of this city, in an
email message from his home in
Toronto.

Meanwhile, Chochinov, an
international leader in the field
of palliative care at CancerCare
Manitoba, said: “Winning the
Order of Canada is a profound
honor and deeply humbling.”

Established in 1967 by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, the Order of
Canada is the cornerstone of the Canadian honours system, and rec-
ognizes outstanding achievement, dedication to the community and
service to the nation, notes information from the Office of the
Secretary to the Governor General.

“The Order recognizes people in all sectors of Canadian society.
Their contributions are varied, yet they have all enriched the lives of
others and made a difference to this country,” says the material.

The new appointees include three Companions (C.C.), 19 Officers
(O.C.) and 64 Members (C.M.). (It should be noted that Chochinov
was desginated an “Officer”, while Kay is a “Member”.) These
appointments were made on the recommendation of the Advisory
Council for the Order of Canada.

Recipients will be invited to accept their insignia at a ceremony to
be held at a later date at Rideau Hall in Ottawa.

A distinguished professor and Canada Research Chair in Palliative
Care, Dr. Chochinov has studied the psycho-social dimensions of pal-
liative medicine, such as sense of dignity, purpose and meaning at the
end of life, notes his biographical information.  

His pioneering and innovative work on dignity therapy is an
approach being used by health care providers worldwide. Co-founder
of the Canadian Virtual Hospice, he has been a guiding force in the
development of an online palliative care resource centre, which pro-
vides support and personalized information to patients, families,
health providers, researchers, educators and policy makers across
Canada.

“Guy Gavriel Kay has been named a Member of the Order of
Canada for his outstanding contributions to the field of speculative fic-
tion as an internationally celebrated author,” says a media release by
Penguin Canada.

Kay is the bestselling author of 12 novels and a book of poetry. He
has been called “one of the most gifted storytellers of our time” by The
Globe and Mail, and his works have been translated into more than 25
languages, with sales approaching three million copies worldwide.

In the 1970s, he was retained by the estate of J.R.R. Tolkien to assist
in the editorial construction of Tolkien’s posthumously published The
Silmarillion. 

In 1984, Kay’s first novel, The Summer Tree, the first volume of The
Fionavar Tapestry, was published to considerable acclaim in Canada,
and internationally. In 1990, Penguin Canada’s edition of his novel
Tigana reached the national bestseller list, and his next book, A Song
for Arbonne, debuted in the number-one position. Kay has been a
bestseller with each novel since. The Sunday Times called his most
recent novel, River of Stars, “a work to savour” and the Washington
Post called it a “major accomplishment, the work of a master novelist
in full command of his subject.”

Kay was born in Weyburn, Saskatchewan, and raised in Winnipeg.
He received a law degree from the University of Toronto and was
called to the bar in Ontario. Kay became principal writer and associ-
ate producer for the CBC Radio series, “The Scales of Justice,” which
dramatized major criminal trials in Canadian history. He has written
social and political commentary in Canada for the National Post and
The Globe and Mail, and for The Guardian in England.

Kay has toured and read on behalf of his publishers and at literary
events across Canada, the United States, and internationally. 

He was awarded the International Goliardos Prize for his contribu-
tions to the literature of the fantastic, is a two-time winner of the

Aurora Award, won the World
Fantasy Award for Ysabel in
2008, and won the Sunburst
Prize for best Canadian specula-
tive fiction novel for Under
Heaven in 2011. Kay is currently
at work on his next novel, due to
be published in 2016.

“This was very much unexpect-
ed,” Kay, a married father of two
young adult sons, said about the
Order of Canada appointment.  

“I admit I have been thinking,
since learning of this, about my
grandparents. Both sides of my
family left Europe and Russia for
Winnipeg hoping to make a bet-
ter, safer life for their children
and grandchildren. At times like
this that awareness is strong in
me.” 

Winnipeg was home, and will always feel that way, he stressed.  
“I was born in Weyburn, where my father, Dr. Sam Kay, spent three

years in his first surgical practice, but he and my mother (Sybil Kay)
left when I was a small child and my first real memories are from
Waterloo St. in River Heights. I went to William Osler and Grant Park
and the University of Manitoba. We attended the Bnay Abraham on
Enniskillen where my brothers and I had our Bar Mitzvahs.” 

Receiving an Order of Canada award means recognition for the
importance of palliative end-of-life care for all Canadians and their
families, stressed Chochinov. 

“There is so much more work that needs to be done in this area,
from improving access, to basic education of healthcare providers on
how to competently attend to the needs of dying patients and their
families,” he said. 

“To me this award also signals the importance of doing research in
this area. It is only by coming to a deeper understanding of these
issues that we will be well positioned to meet the challenges associ-
ated with delivering quality, comprehensive palliative care.”

Chochinov also observed that he grew up in a home where the core
Jewish values revolved around Yiddish-keit and Mentshlech-keit.

“I attended the Peretz Schoo. To this day, my Yiddish isn’t too bad
and I also performed in the Chai Folk Ensemble,” he said.

“My wife Michelle was one of the singers and I played violin and
guitar in the orchestra. We thought it was important to provide our
daughters with a Jewish education, to give them an appreciation of
their culture, their heritage and the beauty and richness of the Jewish
traditions.

“My Zaida Max was a great proponent of mentshlech-keit. Strive to
be a genuinely good person, someone who feels compassion and
humility–those are values all of us should aspire to.”

Good words to live by.

order of Canada given to Harvey Chochinov and Guy Gavriel Kay

DR. HARvEY mAx
CHoCHINov

Receiving an order of Canada
award means recognition for the
importance of palliative end-of-
life care for all Canadians and
their families.

GuY GAvRIEL KAY
“This was very much unexpect-
ed.” Photo courtesy of Samantha Kidd
Photography
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Community news

Arthur Blankstein honoured
Arthur Blankstein (second from left) received a recognition award
from Tourism Winnipeg and the mayor of Winnipeg for being
instrumental in bringing the GLBT Jewish Conference for the
World Congress of GLBT Jews to Winnipeg in the summer of 2013.
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delandes ad #2

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

JULY 9
Unveiling

The family of the late
MORLEY
FENSON

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the

unveiling of a plaque
dedicated to his

loving memory on
Sunday, July 13, 2014

at 9:45 a.m.
at the

Rosh Pina Memorial Park

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ABRAHAM

BAUM
who passed away

July 17, 2011
15 Days in Tammuz

—Ever  remembered  and
never  forgotten by your loving
children and grandchildren.

LISA  ELANA
COHEN
July 20, 1989
17th Tammuz

You will be in our hearts
Forever and ever

—  Truly loved and so deeply
missed by parents Maurene
and David; brothers Eli and
Aaron; nieces and nephew
Ma’ayan Liel, Naomi and
David; uncle Ben Zion, aunt
Helene and cousins in Israel;
aunt Esther; family and so
many wonderful close friends.

To Honor Her Memory

25th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
DAVID

HOFFMAN
who passed away

July 9, 2009
17 Days in Tammuz

Three years have passed
but forever you will
remain in our hearts,
minds and dreams.
— Lovingly remembered, we
sadly miss your music, humour
and wit.
Your wife Anne, children,
sister Lynn and Bruce.

In loving memory of
ALICE KAPLAN

who passed away
July 5, 2001

14 days in Tammuz
Always in our thoughts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving
daughters, son-in-law and
granddaughters.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
DORIS T.

MARGOLIS
who passed away

July 21, 1997
16 Days in Tammuz

Though you are greatly
missed, the memory of your
vibrant and loving presence

continues to guide and
inspire us.

— Remembered by your
children, grand-children,
nieces, nephews, cousins, and
friends.

17th Yahrzeit
In MemoriamIn Memoriam

3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MICHELLE

MOYER
who passed away

July 14, 2011
12 Days in Tammuz

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Andrew, children Ashleigh
and Dayne, mother Pearl,
sisters Brenda and Cindy,
nieces and nephews.

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
BUTCH MATHEW

BERNARD
NEPON

who passed away
June 27th, 1998

13 Tammuz
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by Sid and Esther,
Adeena and Tom, Danny and
Anna, Ahava and Frank and
Jonathan and Marni, Leo
Jerry Nathan, Sophie and Lily.

In loving memory of
MORRIS
NUDLER

who passed away
July 2, 2004

13 Days in Tammuz
— Lovingly remembered
and always greatly missed by
his wife Pauline, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
FRANCES ROY

who passed away
July 9, 2009

17 Days in Tammuz
—Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of
RACHELLE
(SHELLEY)

SHORE
who passed away

June 30, 2007
15th day in Tammuz

— Beloved wife, mom, babby,
sister and friend.
Your passion for life and your
compassion for people live on
in everyone you touched.

In Memoriam

BEN STONE
who passed away

July 13, 2003
13 Days in Tammuz

In Memoriam

MARY STONE
who passed away
August 20, 2008
19 Days in Av

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

In loving memory of
SOLOMON

WEISS
who passed away
August 15, 1954
14 Days in Av

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
CELIA
WEISS

who passed away
July 16, 1985

27 days in Tammuz
— Always in our hearts and forever remembered by your son Leo,
daughter-in-law Evelyn, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

29th Yahrzeit60th Yahrzeit

Deadline
for the
July 23
issue of

The Jew-
ish Post &
News is
noon,

Thursday,
July 17
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MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

JULY 16

11th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ZIONA BELLAN

who passed away
July 23, 2003

23 Days in Tammuz
—Ever remembered by your
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, and friends.

RACHMIEL
BERGMAN

who passed away
23 days in Tammuz, 1991

RUTH
BERGMAN

who passed away
22 days in Av, 2013

— Lovingly remembered by their children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
DINA BLANARU

who passed away
July 14, 1998

20 Days in Tammuz
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her mother,
brothers, sisters-in-law,
nephews and nieces.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JOSEPH

BRODSKY
who passed away

July 26, 1978
21 Days in Tammuz

— Always remembered by his
family.

In loving memory of
SHARNA

KARLINSKY
who passed away

July 22, 2009
1st Day of Av

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren and
sister.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
BEATRICE

KARP
loving wife and mother

who passed away
July 16, 2001

25 Days in Tammuz
— Always remembered and
sadly missed.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SLATEON

NOAL MORRY
who passed away

July 12, 1993
23 Days in Tammuz

Its hard to believe
it has been 21 years

The pain is still here
and so are the tears

Why did this happen?
We still have to ask

But we put on a smile
and hide behind our mask

We will always remember
the special times we shared

How he loved, how he laughed
and how much he cared

He touched the lives
of everyone he knew

We were blessed to know him
Although his years were too few

There are no words to express
Our pain and our sorrow

We will love him forever
- today & tomorrow

— Always loved & forever
missed. Mom, Barry, Roxan,
Elia, Baba & Zaida Gindin,
family & friends.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MARION (MERIL)

MOZART
who passed away

July 3, 2002
23 Days in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
ESTHER
OFFMAN
who passed away

July 27, 2008
24 days in Tamuz

Wonderful memories
keep you forever near.
— Forever loved and
remembered by her children
Sarah and Jack,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
JOE RISSIN

who passed away
June 30, 2013

22 days in Tammuz
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife,
children, grandchildren,
sister,  family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father, grandfather,
& great-grandfather

MAX TRAVIS
who passed away

July 14, 1979
19 Days in Tammuz, 5739

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

Rabbi Zalman Schachter-
Shalomi, father of Jewish

Renewal, dies
(JTA) -- Rabbi Zalman Schachter-

Shalomi, the father of the Jewish Renewal
movement, has died at age 89.

A maverick rabbi from an Orthodox
background who spent time in the Chabad-
Lubavitch movement, Schachter-Shalomi
transitioned over time toward a New Age,
neo-Hasidic approach, gaining a substan-
tial following on his own but also influenc-
ing other Jewish denominations.

His nontraditional approaches to Jewish
spirituality, including services marked by
ecstatic prayer, drumming and dancing,
eventually morphed into the Jewish
Renewal movement.

Known to friends and followers as Reb
Zalman, he lived out his later years in
Boulder, Colo., where he died Thursday
morning after being ill for some time. An
associate told JTA that he had been battling
a pneumonia infection in recent weeks.

(The following information comes from
Coming of Age: A History of the Jewish
People of Manitoba, by Allan Levine. Not
surpisingly, the New York-based JTA makes
no mention of Schachter’s period in
Winnipeg in its story.)

Rabbi Schachter spent almost 20 years in
Winnipeg, from 1956-1975. During that
time he held a wide variety of posts, begin-
ning with  director of Hillel at the
University of Manitoba along with teaching
part-time in the Department of Judaic
Studies there. He was also the rabbi at the
Lubavitcher Synagogue on Magnus
Avenue.

In 1964 Schachter gave up his position
with Hille to become a full-time professor
and head of the Judaic Studies Department.

Well-known for his use of psychedelic
drugs and forays into some of the most
mystical aspects of religion, Schachter’s
practices, which included having women
participate in prayer services, angered the
Lubavitcher Rabbi Mendel Schneerson.
Eventually Schachter severed his ties with
the Lubavitcher movement.

In 1975 Schachter left Winnipeg for
good, first moving to Temple University in
Philadelphia, then to a series of other posts.

The movement he started had its origins in the 1960s, when
Schachter-Shalomi began instituting meditation and dance during
prayer services. He sought to fuse the mystical traditions learned
while he was Lubavitch with the sensibilities of the modern world
in an effort to revitalize a synagogue practice he found stultifying.

He eventually broke with Chabad, founding the P’nai Or Religious
Fellowship in 1962 and a havurah -- a lay-led congregation with no
central leader -- in Somerville, Mass., in 1968. He ordained the first
Renewal rabbi, Daniel Siegel, in 1974.

Schachter-Shalomi led prayers in English set to popular tunes,
translated Hasidic texts on mysticism into English, promoted eco-
logically friendly kashrut and encouraged Jews to create their own
colorful tallitot, or prayer shawls.

In 1993, P’nai Or merged with Rabbi Arthur Waskow’s Shalom
Center to become Aleph, the Alliance for Jewish Renewal. The
Philadelphia-based institution has ordained some 80 rabbis.

Born in Poland in 1924 and raised in Vienna, Schachter-Shalomi’s
family fled the Nazis and eventually landed in Brooklyn in 1941. He
was ordained as a rabbi in 1947 from the Central Lubavitch Yeshiva.
He later got a master’s degree from Boston University in the psy-
chology of religion and a doctorate from Hebrew Union College,
which is affiliated with the Reform movement.

His last teaching post was at Naropa University, a Buddhist-
inspired Colorado institution that is now home to Schachter-
Shalomi’s archives.

“This man is a Hasid,” Rebecca Alpert, a professor of religion at
Temple Universty, told JTA several years ago in an interview about
Schachter-Shalomi’s influence. “No one could possibly duplicate
his sagacity, presence and magic.”



By SHARoN LovE and RoCHELLE ZuCKER
The sixth Mameloshen Festival of Yiddish Entertainment and Culture

was comprised of three separate concerts held on Wednesday June 18,
2014, Monday, June 23rd and Wednesday, June 25th. All performances
took place at the Muriel Richardson Auditorium in the Winnipeg Art
Gallery. Co-Producers Laurie Mainster, Chair of the I.L.Peretz Folk
School Endowment Trust, and Tamar Barr, Assistant Executive Director,
Rady J.C.C., put together another winning combination!

Who said that there is no such thing as a sure thing? For the third year
in a row, the festival  opened with a show directed by Zalman Mlotek,
Artistic Director of the National Yiddish Theatre-Folksbiene in New York.
‘Ghetto Tango’ celebrated the songs and music performed and written
in the underground cabarets, which sprang up in the Jewish ghettos in
Nazi-occupied Europe. This show was created by Mlotek and Adrienne
Cooper (of blessed memory). They played pivotal roles in revitalizing the
world of Yiddish music and culture. The appearance of bilingual super
titles and lyrics on a background screen ensured that the audience could
take in both the narrative of the production and the Yiddish songs.

‘Ghetto Tango’ took  the audience on a journey that commenced at
the darkest time in the modern history of the Jewish people and ended-
with a courageous and victorious outlook for the future. With Mlotek at
the piano and performing artists Lisa Fishman (her third appearance
here as well) and Avram Mlotek, the show was superb.

The second concert of the festival, ‘A Bisele HaimesheYiddish’, (A
Little Homespun Yiddish) sold out in a heartbeat! When word got out
that former Winnipegger Herschel Fox and his multitalented wife Judy
were performing for the first time at Mameloshen, say no more.

The evening began with a few words from Lawrie Cherniack, a board
member of the I.L.Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust. He spoke about
the importance of the I.L. Peretz Folk School in his life and the richness
of the Yiddish language. He also provided an update on the current uni-
versity course and other projects supported by the I.L.Peretz Folk School
Endowment Trust.

The concert started with a performance by the Gray Academy fourth
grade student choir led by music teacher David Vamos, with Tatiana
Smolenov accompanying on piano.

The students sang four songs and shone with their spirited version, in
Yiddish, of ‘Az Der Rebbe Zingt’.

The highlight of the evening was the much anticipated performance of
Herschel and Judy Fox. Their program consisted of solos, duets, cantor-
ial music, Broadway fare, Yiddish standards, you name it! Both Herschel
and Judy still have day jobs as chazzanim at their respective synagogues
in Los Angeles. It was fitting, then, for Herschel to open with a cantori-
al piece, ‘Vetaher Aynaynu’ in his deep, rich voice. This was followed
by the upbeat ‘Abi Gezunt’.

And what would a performance by Herschel Fox be without a few
good jokes, such as his reading Jewish personal ads for Jewish people
looking for love. 

Judy lit up the stage with her bold rendition of ‘Amar Rabi Khaninina’

followed by ‘Ich
Benk Aheym’. Their
Broadway medley
included ‘Once in a
Lifetime’, ‘Don’t Cry
for Me Argentina,
and ‘Music of the
Night’ all sung with
passion. As solo
artists, Herschel and
Judy each bring their
own style and energy.
Just double that when
they share the stage.
It is obvious that they
indeed do enjoy per-
forming together!
‘Zog Nor Du Sheyn
Meydele’ was a per-
fect vehicle for their
playing off each
other. The more seri-
ous ‘Avinu
Malkeynu’ showed a
more serious side.

The third concert of
this year’s festival was
an evening of Yiddish
song with Justin
Odwak. Although
Justin’s concert was
billed as ‘A Rising
Star’s Yiddish

Program’, this young tenor has already made his
mark. With a musical background mainly in opera,
Justin has performed as a soloist for various choirs.
His first foray into Yiddish theatre was when he
played the role of Motl in the Mameloshen all
Yiddish production of ‘Fiddler on the Roof’ two
years ago.

After some jokes and an introduction by the
Festival Master of Ceremonies (and producer of
this concert) Kinsey Posen, Justin came on to the
stage along with Ron Krug, his nimble-fingered
accompanist. This well balanced program, all in
Yiddish, featured a little of everything – from
opera – to pop – to Yiddish standards. Justin
opened on a commanding note with such well
known opera classics as ‘Granada’, ‘O Sole Mio’,
and ‘Funiculi Funicula’. He served as his own
M.C. with a comfortable stage presence. 

Kinsey Posen on guitar and Noah Slusky on
drums rounded out the foursome for the second
half of the program. People clapped their hands to
the musical medley of ‘Fiddler on the Roof ’and
Justin joined in with an exciting version of ‘Miracle
of Miracles’. Justin Odwak’s ‘all in Yiddish concert’
was a fitting end to Mameloshen festival 2014. Kol
Hakavod to Laurie Mainster, Tamar Barr, Kinsey
Posen, the sponsors, the volunteers and the per-
formers who made this year’s festival such a suc-
cess! 

Another successful trio of concerts for Mameloshen

Students from the Gray Academy performing at mameloshen on
June 23rd  Photo by Joe Eskow
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Caring Compa�ionate Profe�ional Service
you’ve come to trust

PROVIDING:
Alzheimer Care 

A  A

  
 Palliative Care 

A  A

  
 Post-Operative Care

Stroke Care 
A  A

  
 Long-Term Care 

A  A

  
 Rehabilitation

Respite 
A  A

  
 ‘Coming home’ new Moms and infants

PROVIDED BY: INSURED & BONDED
RN’s 

A  A

  
 LPN’s 

A  A

  
 Health Care Aides

Home Support Workers 
A  A

  
 Companions

We offer a variety of programs and services
Individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
Free nursing assessment

24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Call Elba Haid or Angela Pollett at REALCARE

Elba Haid
President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

 

Homecare from  the Heart

JuDY and HERSCHEL fox performing
monday, June 23rd Joe Eskow photo

JuSTIN oDWAK (left) with KINSEY PoSEN
performing June 25th Joe Eskow photo



CHAvuRAT TEFILA SYNAGoGuE
The Chavurat tefila is Winnipeg’s northernmost shul
Friday, July 11 Candle Lighting:9:17 Mincha:9:15 Schacharis:9:30 Shabbat ends:10:25
Sunday Morning service: 9:00
morning services: 8:00
July 15 Fast Day 17th Tammuz Fast begins at 3:00 P.M.,ends 10:18 P.M.
Friday, July 18 Candle Lighting:9:11 Mincha:9:10 Schacharis:9:30 Shabbat ends:10:15
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional

Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CoNGREGATIoN ETZ CHAYIm
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, July 11 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 9:17

p.m.
Saturday, July 12 - Pinchas - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 1:00 p.m.

Shabbat ends 10:25 p.m. 
Sunday, July 13 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, July 14-Thursday, July 17 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday, July 15 - Fast of Tammuz. Begin fast 3:03 a.m. End fast 10:18 p.m.
Friday, July 18 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 9:11

p.m.
Saturday, July 19 - Matot - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 1:00 p.m. Shabbat

ends 10:17 p.m.
Sunday, July 20 - morning service 9:00 a.m. 
Monday, July 21 - Thursday, July 24 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

CoNGREGATIoN SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; phone 204-452-3711; www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, July 11Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30

PM; Candle Lighting 9:18 PM
Shabbat, July 12 – Parashat PinchasMorning Service 9:00 AM; Family Service 10:30 AM;

Evening Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 10:17 PM
Friday, July 18Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30

PM; Candle Lighting 9:12 PM
Shabbat, July 19 – Parashat MatotMorning Service 9:00 AM; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM;

Havdallah 10:11 PM
Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 AM; Sunday and Canadian Holidays 9:00

AM; Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 PM; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:30 PM

For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office.

HEBREW CoNGREGATIoN oF WINNIPEG BEACH
In their new expanded synagogue building located at Camp Massad. Services every

Saturday morning only, commencing at 9:30 a.m. with Kiddush following.
You are invited to join us and enjoy a traditional egalitarian Shabbat Service.

HouSE oF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297

Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom

Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALmuD ToRAH - BETH JACoB SYNAGoGuE 

Candle Lighting Time for Friday, July 11 at 9:17 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 9:15 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - PINCHAS. Mincha Service at

9:15 p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:25 p.m.
Tuesday, July 15 - FAST OF 17TH OF TAMMUZ:  Fast begins at 3:03 a.m.  Fast ends at 10:18

p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 9:10 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, July 18 at 9:11 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 9:10 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - MATOT. Mincha service at 9:10

p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:17 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 9:05 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox Services are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.

TEmPLE SHALom
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be hold-

ing: Friday July 11 - 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Sherman Lang with Janet Pelletier-
Goetze

Friday July 18 - 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Justin Danyluk with JanetPelletier-
Goetze

Saturday July 19 - 12pm Yoga Shalom
Saturday July 19 - 7:30pm Coffee House - TBA
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Elena Livni
Sutton Group -

Kilkenny Real Estate
(204) 298-7079

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

Bus.   204-339-6969
Fax.   204-339-2717
Res.   204-334-7086
hpk-cga@shaw.ca

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

D.S.S. Driveway
Sealcoat Service

Asphalt Driveways & Lots
Asphalt over concrete

Asphalt repairs
Sealcoating

Hot rubberized crack filling
Landscaping repairs

Free estimates
Call Alvin Merinuk

334-2024

A S P H A L T  R E P A I R

Piano, Guitar, Violin, Flute,
Oboe, Voice & Theory Studio

Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 204-489-9048

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

M U S I C  L E S S O N S

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through me and

receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss
204-925-7999

e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

R E A L  E S T A T E

Advertise  in
The Jewish Post & News

Call 204-694-3332
for information.

NUMBER ONE
EVERGREEN PLACE

Elegant 1 BR, 2 BR and
Penthouse suites in

Osborne Village
Spectacular views.

Beautiful fitness area,
sauna and pool.

Contact 204-453-5617
www.oneevergreen.ca

inquire@oneevergreen.ca

F O R  R E N T

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

more Lev Tahor sect members 
leaving Canada for Guatemala

ToRoNTo (JTA) -- Members of the haredi Orthodox sect Lev
Tahor are slowly leaving Canada for Guatemala, effectively ending
the group's tumultuous situation in Quebec and Ontario.

All phone numbers for Lev Tahor leaders have been disconnected,
according to BlackburnNews.com. The landlord at the location in
southwestern Ontario to where sect members fled last fall from
Quebec also told the news agency that several families left in the
middle of the night, giving no clue as to their destination.

All indications point to Lev Tahor members settling in Guatemala,
where several families fled earlier this year ahead of an Ontario
court order to return some children to foster care in adjacent
Quebec.

"Guatemala is a country that has received them," Lev Tahor's
lawyer, Guidy Mamann, told BlackburnNews.com. "They seem to
be okay there. It doesn't have the comforts of Canada, but then
again Canada is not offering any permanent solution for these peo-
ple anyway."

Mamann told the National Post newspaper that "several" Lev Tahor
families have left Ontario for Guatemala. He said Guatemala was a
last-minute choice, but a similar haredi Orthodox sect called Toiras
Jesed has also been putting down roots in the village of San Juan la
Laguna, located in a lakeside region about 50 miles west of the cap-
ital, Guatemala City.

"The villagers in San Juan la Laguna did not know what to make of
it when the devout newcomers appeared, the men in long black
coats, the women and girls in dark chadors despite the tropical
heat," the Post reported.

Some 250 community members settled in Chatham, Ont., about
two hours from Toronto, last November after fleeing Quebec, where
child protection officials had alleged children were subject to phys-
ical abuse, underage marriage and neglect.

The investigation continued in Ontario where a judge ordered 13
children be returned to Quebec and placed in foster care. Before an
appeal could be heard, those members fled Canada, with some
making it to Guatemala, where they remain.

A judge in Guatemala ruled that Lev Tahor had committed no
crimes in the country and could stay. Sect members had arrived on
90-day tourist visas, which are renewable.

A spokeswoman for Chatham-Kent Children's Services said there
is little her agency can do once families leave the province.

"We are aware of the families in Guatemala and have had discus-
sions with Canadian Foreign Affairs as [we have] no jurisdiction out-
side of Ontario," she said.
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Remembering the bombing of the AmIA
Jewish Community Centre in Buenos Aires

WINNIPEG - Friday, July 18th marks the 20th anniversary of the
AMIA Bombing - a terrorist attack of the headquarters of the
Argentine Jewish Mutual Association in Buenos Aires.

Cruel, deliberate, and indiscriminate, the bombing was by far
the worst terrorist act in the history of Argentina and the largest
Jewish death toll from antisemitic terrorism outside Israel since
World War II. A powerful bomb was driven through the front gates
of the AMIA building in downtown Buenos Aires. The large,
seven-story building was the headquarters of Argentina’s Jewish
community. At 9:53 a.m. the bomber detonated the bomb, level-
ing the building and reducing it to rubble. It destroyed adjacent
buildings and damaged apartments, shops, and houses around the
block.

The toll: 85 murdered; over 300 wounded and the area around
the building, the heart of the traditional Jewish neighborhood,
resembled a war-torn city. Services were cut, transit rerouted,
buildings propped up with beams to avoid collapse. The irony:
Jews and non-Jews alike suffered from this cruel act of antisemit-
ic terrorism.

It is widely accepted that Hezbollah masterminded and perpe-
trated the act of terrorism, as it had, 2 years before, when the
Israeli Embassy in Buenos Aires had been bombed. The investiga-
tions into the AMIA atrocity, however, have been mired in contro-
versy and corruption.

To date, no one has been brought to justice. 
The Argentinean Manitoban Association in conjunction with

Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, the Centre for Israel and Jewish
Affairs and Congregation Shaarey Zedek will remember the vic-
tims of the AMIA terrorist bombing at a special Community-Wide
Commemoration Service on Friday, July 18th at 5:30 pm in the
Berney Theatre, Asper Jewish Community Campus, 123 Doncaster
Street. The three levels of government will be represented.  

All are welcome.

By REBECA KuRoPATWA
When Eka Ruth Mednikov (31) moved to Winnipeg with her husband

Boris (33) six years ago, they had two kids and many dreams about the
future.

Both originally from Russia, the couple moved to Winnipeg in March
2008 after having lived in Israel for some time.

“The breaking point was the second Lebanon war,” said Eka.  “We
wanted to give our kids a safe future but still  give them a Jewish edu-
cation and supportive community.  That’s why we chose to move to
Winnipeg.”

A lawyer by trade, Eka could not practice law without returning to
university, so, aided by her career coach, she began exploring her
options.  Eventually, Eka was hired as a legal assistant at Zaifman
Immigration Lawyers, where she worked for about four years. 

Trained as an electrical engineer, Boris “knew exactly what he want-
ed to do after moving to Canada,” said Eka.  As real estate was always
Boris’ passion, upon moving to Winnipeg, he opened his own compa-
ny, doing renovations and real estate investments.  Today, his company
also builds new homes. 

After years of study, some three months ago Boris received his bro-
kerage license and opened his own real estate company, called
“Vanguard Real Estate Ltd.”   

Since living in Winnipeg, the couple (now married for 13 years) have
had two more kids, now comprising a family of six, with Eka, Boris, and
their children, Arie (8), Eden (7), Noa (4), and Sarah (almost 2)). 

Last year, Eka decided to open her own law practice, so she went
back to school and became a Regulated Canadian Immigration
Consultant.  “I chose this as my career, because I love working with
immigrants, helping them reunite with their family members, and help-
ing to make their dream of coming to Canada a reality,” said Eka. 

Last month Eka started up her firm, “Candor Immigration Consulting,”
offering professional immigration services to Canada.

To further assist newcomers, Eka created an exclusive Facebook
group, something she was inspired to do by having many newcomers
connect with her for legal and settling advice. 

“It’s a closed/by invitation only Facebook group made up of members
who moved to Winnipeg from Israel or who are on their way here,” said
Eka.  As of today, the group has over 530 members.  

With the group’s popularity, Eka created a website in Hebrew
(www.immigratewithme.ca), aided by Boris and friends from the
Facebook group: Mark Broitman and Anton Yemets.  The site also func-
tions as a blog, where people can ask other blog members questions.

“There is a lot of information on the web about immigration in
Russian, but not so much in Hebrew,” said Eka.  “This is why I decided
to start the group and provide the opportunity for people to ask ques-
tions about immigration and life in Winnipeg, and to get answers not
only from me but from all members.”

Many group members have asked about meeting up with other mem-
bers in person.  So, for the first time, Eka is arranging for just that.

On Sunday, July 13 at 4 pm, at Assiniboine Park’s picnic site #2
(weather permitting), Eka has organized a picnic where brand new
newcomers and those who have lived in Winnipeg for a few years can
meet one another in person. 

“It’s not only a social event that will provide the opportunity to meet
new people and to exchange experiences, it’s also a networking event
where people can meet professionals from their field and potentially
get help finding a job,” said Eka. 

To date over 170 people are set to attend.   The event will be spon-
sored by Boris and a few local established businesses run by newcom-
ers from Israel.  

For more information, contact Eka by calling (204)-802-5580 or e-
mail Eka@candorimmigrationconsulting.ca.

Will be holding picnic in Assiniboine Park
July 13 for newcomers

Russian-Israeli couple helps other
Russian-Israeli immigrants here

BoRIS mEDNIKov
Photo by Kate Lehotkin

EKA mEDNIKov
Photo by Kate Lehotkin


