
Sharon Home to be subjected to 
“Full Standards Review”

By BERNIE BELLAN 
(Note: This story was first posted on our website June 23:)
For the first time in Manitoba history a nursing home will undergo a “full

standards review”. The WRHA (Winnipeg Regional Health Authority), in
conjunction with the provincial Department of Health, will conduct the
review of the Sharon Home, either in July or August, according to Real
Cloutier, Chief Operating Officer of the WRHA, who spoke to this reporter
on June 23.

The review, which will assess 26 different standards, has come about as
a result of discussions that Cloutier, along with Manitoba Deputy Minister
of Health Milton Sussman, and Assistant Deputy Minister of Health
Regional Programs and Services Jean Cox, have had with a number of rep-
resentatives of families of Sharon Home residents (both living and
deceased).

At a meeting held June 10 with the three government officials, five rep-
resentatives of families presented their concerns about what they regarded
as ongoing issues at the Sharon Home. The primary spokesperson for the
group has been Harriet Berkal, whose late father, Rabbi Louis Berkal, had
been a resident at the Sharon Home until his death in November, 2009. (In
an open letter to members of the Sharon Home board following this arti-
cle, Berkal outlines some of her primary concerns with the operation of the
home, and asks members of the board to tender their resignations if they
find they can no longer support the actions of the board.)

As has been reported in The Jewish Post & News beginning in December,
2010, concerns over the quality of care at the Sharon Home came to the
surface following the tragic death of Sharon Home resident Lilyan Peck in
November, 2009. As a result of Mrs. Peck’s death, the Sharon Home, in
conjunction with the WRHA, began a process of self-examination that ulti-
mately led to the development of a “long-term action plan”.

The plan, which was released in April of this year, is 14 pages long, and
contains over 39 recommendations for quality improvement at the Sharon
Home. In response to questions from this reporter in April, Sharon Home
CEO Sandra Delorme said that the home itself would be responsible for
implementing and monitoring the action plan, which is to be phased in
over a period of time.

Notwithstanding the development of the “action plan”, certain families
of Sharon Home residents remained unsatisfied that proper changes will,
in fact, be made at the home. Berkal has long pointed to the refusal of the
Sharon Home Board to meet with families of residents to discuss their con-
cerns as a prime reason for the families taking their case to the authorities
who are ultimately responsible for monitoring the Sharon Home (as well
as all other nursing homes in the city).

The complaints that family members have been voicing relate to a very
large degree to the “attitude” and “culture” at the Sharon Home. As such,
it will not be easy to assess improvements in those areas, Real Cloutier
admitted during our phone interview. Further, the WRHA does not con-
cern itself with issues of “governance”, he said, so that the relationship of
the Sharon Home Board to family members is entirely outside the WRHA’s
purview.

I pressed Cloutier as to why both the WRHA and the Manitoba
Department of Health were of the opinion that an unprecedented “full
standards review” was necessary if, in fact, the Sharon Home had been
taking proper steps toward self-improvement through its “action plan”.
Cloutier said “there were concerns expressed by a group of five families
that we had to take seriously.”

In an e-mail to me, Harriet Berkal indicated what the family members
were hoping to see achieved through a “full standards review”: “They
seem to think they will catch things-  and if so - then what -  Then the
Minister has the right ( data to back it up with )  to partially withhold their
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B’nai Brith Camp hit by storm

By BERNIE BELLAN
A storm that hit the Kenora area Monday, July 4 caused severe dam-

age to the Towne Island site of B’nai Brith Camp. As first reported on
CBC Radio Tuesday, July 5, fallen trees had disrupted power and
phone lines at the camp. As a result the first session, which was slat-
ed to begin July 5 was postponed until July 7. 

According to Lesley Jacob, camp administrator, all parents of
campers were notified about the postponement. In addition, most
counsellors were sent home, she said. 

Brenda Tessler-Doner, on site camp director, said that the landmark
lighthouse, situated over the water treatment plant, had been knocked
down. She compared the waves rolling in July 4 to something you’d
see “on the ocean”.

“It’s just devastating,” she said.
In a follow-up to the initial report (which was posted on The Jewish

Post & News website Tuesday, July 5 and quickly received over 700
views), Brenda Tessler-Donen said that “Environment Canada advised

Sixteen-year-old Caleb Rutner was chosen as "Jewish Athlete of the
Year" at the 39th Annual Y Sports Dinner, which took place Monday,
June 27.

Caleb, who has been wrestling since the age five, he says, has just
completed his third perfect unbeaten season as the Manitoba High
School wrestling champion.

He also won his third gold medal in the Provincial Championships
and the award for the year's Most Outstanding Wrestler.

Other nominees for the title included: Mindy Lichtman (golf); Mitch
Billinkoff (table tennis); and Reesa Simmonds (marathon runner).

(For more on the Sports Dinner, see Harvey Rosen on page 16.)

The finalists for Jewish Athlete of the Year: (l-r) MINDY LICHTMAN,
REESA SIMMONDS, CALEB RUTNER, MITCH BILLINKOFF

Caleb Rutner chosen
“Jewish Athlete of the Year”

BB Camp’s iconic lighthouse - downed by the severe storm that hit
the Kenora area July 4. The downed lighthouse knocked out the
camp’s new water treatment system.

Continued on page 3. See “BB Camp”.

Continued on page 10. See “Sharon Home”.
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Shaarey Zedek Synagogue introducing interfaith burial in section of cemetery
By MYRON LOVE

The Shaarey Zedek Synagogue,
Winnipeg’s oldest and largest
congregation, prides itself on
being a forward thinking congre-
gation. Four years ago, for exam-
ple, the Conservative congrega-
tion openly opened its doors to
welcome Gay, lesbian and trans-
gendered individuals as mem-
bers and senior Rabbi Alan
Green expressed a willingness to
perform Gay marriages.

A couple of years ago, the syn-
agogue became one of the first in
North America to simulcast
Shabbat services and the rabbi’s
dvar Torah to congregants in their
home via the internet.

On Wednesday, June 29, the
congregation took another con-
troversial step forward in accom-
modating the changing demo-
graphics of Jewish life in
Winnipeg. 

At a shul meeting attended by
about 80 congregants, a motion
to redevelop a portion of the more than 100-year-old Shaarey Zedek
cemetery for interfaith burial was almost unanimously accepted.

“We have to go where the people are,” says Ian Staniloff, the Shaarey
Zedek’s executive director, “and the numbers indicate that up to 70%
of young Jewish Winnipeggers are in interfaith marriages.”

Staniloff notes that the synagogue has for a number of years already
been accepting non-Jews as members in cases where the individuals
have Jewish spouses who are members. 

The proviso is that the non-Jewish spouse cannot serve on the board
or ritual committee nor be on the bimah during services.

“We have been considering the issue of joint burial for couples in a
interfaith marriage
for a couple of
years,” Staniloff says.
“We are not quite at
that stage yet where
there is much
demand but the big
wave is coming.”

He adds that the
interfaith burial
decision is intended
to accommodate not
only Shaarey Zedek
members but also
the wider Jewish
community – as
does the cemetery
itself

For the interfaith
burials, the Shaarey
Zedek will be rede-
veloping a portion of
the cemetery that is
currently used for
storage and is
u n c o n s e c r a t e d
ground. 

The new portion
will be entirely sepa-
rate from the current
cemetery. It will
have its own
entrance and drive-
way. Staniloff notes
that non-Jewish bod-
ies will not be trans-
ferred through the
older portions of the
cemetery.

The plots in the
new section will
only be sold in pairs.
While interfaith cou-
ples will be buried

together, there will only be Jewish symbols in the section.
The Chesed Shel Emes will continue to prepare the Jewish bodies for

burial with the non-Jewish bodies prepared in a Jewish manner by a
non-Jewish funeral home.

Staniloff reports that the Shaarey Zedek’s ritual chair has been in
constant contact with the Chesed Shel Emes ritual committee and
executive director. 

The Shaarey Zedek is actually not the first congregation in Winnipeg
to offer interfaith burials. The first was Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s
Reform Congregation. 

When asked why the Chesed Shel Emes will prepare Jewish bodies
for the new Shaarey Zedek interfaith burials but not for Temple
Shalom burials, 

Chesed executive director Rena Boroditsky noted that the main dif-
ference is that the Shaarey Zedek cemetery is Jewish-owned while
Temple Shalom buries its dead in a non-Jewish-owned cemetery.

Staniloff acknowledges that the synagogue decision is “problemat-
ic”. He reports that Rabbi Green has consulted with a leading
Orthodox rabbi in the States as well as local Orthodox rabbis as to the
most kosher way to go about this.

Rabbi Ari Ellis, the spiritual leader of the Herzlia Adas-Yeshurun
Congregation, Winnipeg’s largest Orthodox congregation, confirms
that Rabbi Green spoke with him about the issue. While Rabbi Ellis
will continue to conduct funerals for his congregants who have plots
in the main portion of the cemetery, he is unhappy with the Shaarey
Zedek’s decision.

“This is a religious issue that should have been decided by religious
authorities, not by a vote from among the lay members,” he says. He
uses the word, “desecration” to describe what the Shaarey Zedek is
going to do.

He wonders why the Shaarey Zedek didn’t buy another plot of land
somewhere else as they will run out of room in the existing cemetery
at some point anyway.

Staniloff reports that the board did look into purchasing land else-
where for the new cemetery but notes that land is scarce and expen-
sive. He concedes that what the Shaarey Zedek is choosing to do may
not be the best solution but adds that the move is necessary in order
to maintain a growing Jewish community.

The next steps, he says, are to arrange the building permits and hire
a contractor. 

“If everything goes as scheduled, we hope to be able to start selling
our new plots by the fall,” he says. 

“Thus far, we have had only positive response.”
Our community’s three other cemeteries – the Hebrew Sick on north

McPhillips and the Rosh Pina and Bnay Abraham cemeteries on Main
Street north of the city – are all under the jurisdiction of Congregation
Etz Chayim (as a result of the merger of the three north Winnipeg
Conservative synagogues nine years ago). 

Jonathan Buchwald, Congregation Etz Chayim’s executive director,
reports that the topic of interfaith burial has come up at the commit-
tee level but, thus far, the Board has not discussed the subject formal-
ly.

“We are aware of what the Shaarey Zedek is doing,” Buchwald says.
“We will wait to see how this plays out.” 
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IAN STANILOFF, Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue executive director:
“the numbers indicate that up to
70% of young Jewish
Winnipeggers are in interfaith
marriages.”

Shaarey Zedek Cemetery south gate: a motion to redevelop a portion
of the more than 100-year-old cemetery for interfaith burial was
almost unanimously accepted.



By MYRON LOVE
With more money both from its growing endowment fund and from

the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, the Gwen Secter Creative Living
Centre managed to break even over the past year. At the same time,
the north Winnipeg Jewish seniors centre was able to upgrade its facil-
ity.

“We have installed new carpeting and flooring throughout our
building and brought in new chairs to replace the lounge furniture at
the front,” reports Executive Director Marilyn Regiec. “We felt we
needed to make some capital improvements to keep our building
looking up-to-date. If we want to attract people, we have to keep the
centre looking presentable.”

Regiec notes the centre
initiated a new program
over the past few months.
The Ladies’ Lunch and
Learn program – with
funding provided by the
Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba – is a monthly
program featuring speak-
ers on a variety of topics.
The speakers thus far have
been University of
Manitoba Philosophy
Professor Arthur Schafer
(end of life issues), social
worker Nikki Spigelman
talking about relationships, and Lola Baral speaking about the Jews of
Ethiopia. Coming up are clinical psychologist Cory MacKenzie on
August 22, discussing changes in emotional health with age, and Barb
Findlay on October 3 (“Where was God during the Holocaust?”)
Findlay is a retired social worker who is working on an MA with the
focus on Jewish spirituality

Regiec notes that the Gwen Secter’s membership is holding at about
300. “We are trying to encourage boomers – people in their late 40s
and 50s – to come to our programs with their aged parents,” she says.
“If seniors come in with their children, we think there is a better
chance that the older people will become involved in our programs.”

There are still a lot of Jewish seniors in the North End, Regiec says.
“We are always trying to find and reach out to isolated Jewish seniors
in the North End. We can provide transportation to pick up seniors in
the Seven Oaks area.”

Regiec also refers to the Gwen Secter’s food services programs,
which include regular lunches, kosher meals-on-wheels, kosher hos-
pital meals and entrees to regional correctional institutions, take-out
and catering for meals of condolence and receptions after unveilings. 

The Gwen Secter Kosher Food Services is supervised by full-time
mashgiach Mark Kravetsky, under the auspices of the Orthodox Union
(OU), the highest level of kashrut in North America. The kitchen staff
also includes former Omnitsky staff Kathy Koltowski (who is the Gwen
Secter kitchen manager) and Galina Melenevska. The Centre’s food
service offerings are open to anyone – you don’t have to be a member
to purchase entire meals, as well as traditional and popular Jewish
prepared foods, such as chicken soup and borscht, knishes, blintzes,
kugels and chopped liver. Koltowski notes you can order chicken din-
ner for Friday supper that includes chicken, soup, a vegetable, a chal-
lah bun, and dessert. And the kitchen staff also prepares latkes for
Chanukah, Hamantashen for Purim and take-out meals for Rosh
Hashonah.

For more information, check out their new website www.gwen-
secter.com
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Winkler and Morden planning special
weekend to honour former Jewish residents
By BERNIE BELLAN

A weekend conference known as the “All Nations Bless Israel
International Conference” is to take place in the town of Winkler
from July 28-31.

According to conference coordinator Pamela Funk, the confer-
ence is being sponsored by Christians who “have a love for Israel
due to our Christian faith”. The conference will not be “evangelical”
in nature, according to Funk. “Jewish leaders and other dignitaries”
have been invited to attend.

Funk says that she is particularly interested in having descendants
of former Jewish residents of Winkler and Morden attend. 

Some of our community’s leading families trace their heritage to
those two towns, including the Surlucks, Nitikmans, Buchwalds,
and others.

Some of the themes to be discussed at the conference include a
discussion whether “Winkler is a Jewish name” and “the Jewish
roots of Morden and Winkler”.

There is no cost to attend the conference, according to Funk, but
donations will be accepted. For anyone wanting to stay in Winkler
for the duration of the conference, accommodation will be available
at the Winkler Heartland Inn, which is where the conference will
also be taking place.

For further information, call (204) 822-3124.

Gwen Secter enjoys break-even year

“We are trying to encourage
boomers – people in their late
40s and 50s – to come to our

programs with their aged
parents,” says Executive

Director Marilyn Regiec. “If
seniors come in with their

children, we think there is a
better chance that the older

people will become involved in
our programs.”

her that they “suspect some kind of tornado
blew through” Towne Island. The most seri-
ous damage, she added, was to the new
water treatment system that had just been

installed.
The camp is now forced to return to boiling water for drinking,

which had been the system in operation prior to the installation of the
water treatment system.. 

There was no damage to
any of the buildings at the
camp, she noted,
although a zip line had
been knocked down and
one of the water craft was
damaged.

Tessler-Donen said that
a number of BB Camp
alumni volunteered to
head out to the camp to
help in the clean-up
process, which primarily
involved removing fallen trees. Five chainsaws were provided to help
in the process.

On Thursday, July 7, Tessler-Donen informed in an e-mail that the
camp had made rapid progress in restoring the camp site.

Following is the text of the e-mail received from her:
“Hi Bernie,
The Camp’s power was restored at 3:00 pm today (July 6) and the

Camp is welcoming its staff and First Session campers, LTP’ers and
Habonim campers (six buses in all) to BB Camp tomorrow morning.  

Due to the efforts of an incredible crew of dedicated alumni and
friends of BB Camp, along with a tireless team of camp staff and sup-
portive tradesmen, the Camp was able to have its facility return to a
safe and secure environment albeit a little different than pre storm
conditions.  The storm resulted in damage to its new water treatment
system, the loss of inflatable lake toys including its 14’ Iceberg (which
was carried by the storm from the lake into the woods and located
behind the trail near my cabin), temporary challenge to the camp’s
zipline course and the loss of a beloved land mark to both BB Camp
and boaters on the lake - the Lighthouse.  The Lighthouse suffered
irreparable damage and was dismantled today.

The volunteers and staff on hand removed over two dozen fallen
trees from the main campsite and overnight sites around Town Island.
Coordination of efforts was well executed allowing for the Camp to
reopen its operation after 48 hours.

The Camp has extended its First Session by one full day of pro-
gramming so that our campers can enjoy their time out at Camp.    The
Camp is currently meeting with an Insurance Adjuster to review and
assess the damages incurred.  

The Camp would like to extend a sincere thankful to the outpouring
community support it has received over the past two days.  BB Camp
will focus its attention on delivering its summer line up of programs
including its day camp program, which will resume on Monday.
Regards,

Brenda Tessler Donen | Executive Director 
BB Camp”

BB Camp 
(Cont.from page 1.)

Brenda Tessler-Doner, on site
camp director, said that the

landmark lighthouse, situated
over the water treatment plant,
had been knocked down. She
compared the waves rolling in
yesterday to something you’d

see “on the ocean”.



(Note: The following was first posted on our
website July 1, in a slightly different form:)

No other stories since this website first
opened in April, 2010, have elicited as much
reaction as stories I have written about the

Sharon Home.
The most recent story, which was first posted on our website June 23,

but has not been available in the print edition of our paper until now,
has to do with the “full review” of the home that has been ordered by
the WRHA, in conjunction with Manitoba Health.

One of the issues that has developed as a result of the series of con-
troversies in which the Sharon Home has found itself is board gover-
nance, an issue which I have been dwelling upon ad nauseum in this
paper.

Just who is entitled to sit on the Sharon Home board, which is ulti-
mately responsible for the entire operation of the home?

According to the home’s bylaws, nominees to the board are limited
to individuals who are nominated by other members of the board - in
other words, a self-perpetuating group.

There is no process whereby a member of the public can offer his or
her name in nomination to the board, unlike many other Jewish orga-
nizations in this city.

If the Sharon Home were a privately constituted body, not reliant
upon public money for its operation, one might well argue that it is
entirely within its mandate to decide who can sit on its board.

However, given that the entire budget of the Sharon Home is
financed by the  WRHA on a contractual basis, to the tune of some $9
million annually, the notion that a self-perpetuating board has com-
plete jurisdiction over operation and management of the Sharon
Home is an anachronism.

Of course, it does allow the WRHA to avoid taking responsibility for
any deficiencies that may exist in any nursing home under its purview
- a very convenient dodge.

In addition to all this, a reliable source has indicated that the board
of the Sharon Home is about to reduce the number of its board mem-
bers - for reasons that have not been explained.

In an e-mail that I sent June 29 to Sandra Delorme, CEO of the
Sharon Home, I asked her the following questions:

“Is it true that the Sharon Home by-laws are being amended to
reduce the number of positions on the board?

Secondly, is it the case that no one can be nominated to the board
unless they are nominated by someone already on the board?”

To date, no response has been received.
While the stories that I have been writing about problems at the

Sharon Home have also elicited some strong defenses of the home,
the central issue is one of governance. On the page opposite you can
read several letters pertaining to the home, some of which are written

in its defense, while
others are critical of
the administration of
the home. 

To be perfectly hon-
est, the likelihood is
that anyone who
might be critical of
some aspects of the
Sharon Home’s opera-
tion, yet who still has
a loved one there,
would be hesitant to
write a letter to a
newspaper critical of
the home. Experience
and common sense
suggest that neither
the administration of
the home nor its
board take kindly to
criticism. Until there
is a proper mecha-
nism put into place at
the Sharon Home for
dealing with com-
plaints from family
members - and one
that would instill con-
fidence in family
members that their
complaints are being
heard and acted
upon, anyone would

be advised to exercise due
caution in bringing those
complaints forward. In
addition, the board of the
Sharon Home has shown
a consistent unwillingness
to reform itself in line with
a more modern interpre-
tation of how a board
ought to operate.

My own experience in
exposing the failure of the
Crocus Fund board to
exercise proper oversight
of the management of that
scandalous operation has
taught me to maintain a
suspicion of any board
that is neither voted in by
its stakeholders, nor
responsible to them. In
fact, the Sharon Home
board is responsible to no
one except itself.

Given the level of discussion that has been taking place around the
Sharon Home in recent months, and especially now that the WRHA
and Manitoba Health have taken the unprecedented step of ordering
a full review of the home, it is to be hoped that the board will not con-
tinue to defy all requests to reform itself.

Perhaps by the next Annual General Meeting, instead of hunkering
down and maintaining a siege mentality, the board of the Sharon
Home will actually consider opening itself up to some form of  real
scrutiny.

It can start by agreeing to meet with the families of residents who
want to discuss their concerns about the home - as a group and not
individually. Secondly, it can change the nomination process to the
board from a closed club model that is a vestige of a time when the
Sharon Home was indeed a private operation and self-financed, to
one that is appropriate to a publicly funded model of operation.

The next Annual General Meeting of the Sharon Home is slated to
occur October 26.

By way of explanation to our readers why we didn’t produce a June
30 issue, as luck would have it, we got caught in exactly the worst
predicament possible when Canada Post and our Conservative gov-
ernment decided to shut down mail delivery for an extended period.

We had just finished printing our June 15 issue and had it all ready
to go to the Post Office when word came that the Post Office was shut-
ting down that day (Tuesday, June 14). At that point we had to decide
whether we wanted to try and deliver the paper ourselves (which is
what the Canadian Jewish News did in Toronto), or simply wait for the
situation to resolve itself. 

We did make the entire issue available for anyone to download from
our website (www.jewishpostandnews.com), which is what hundreds
of individuals did, and we took extra copies to a number of local out-
lets. 

Ultimately, our June 15 issue didn’t get delivered until the first week
in July. As a result, we decided not to produce a June 29 issue. That is
why you will see an extra number of memoriams in this issue.

We apologize to our readers for the inconvenience of having to wait
so long for a new issue of this paper. And, speaking not as a former
letter carrier but as a small businessperson - thank you to Canada Post
for giving us no advance notice that you would be shutting down for
two weeks. Your public relations skills are second to none.

Finally, speaking of P.R. skills, I’ve had some fun at the Free Press’s
expense for their refusal to admit mistakes. Recently that august pub-
lication has found itself in the awkward situation of committing a
series of gaffes centering around well-known Israeli columnist Samuel
Segev and the paper’s failure to proofread his columns.

The first was when his column said that Russia agreed to overlook
the U.S.’s intervention in Libya so long as the U.S. agreed “to invade”
Syria. In that case, the missing word was “not” as in “not to invade”.

Next, in a column about Syria, Segev wrote that the Syrian situation
has led to greater “Syrian” involvement in that country’s affairs. What
he had meant to write was “Iranian” involvement.

Now, in both cases the Free Press eventually printed corrections,
without, however, ever pointing out what the mistakes were.

But, their most recent gaffe came when they inserted a picture of
Vancouver Sun columnist Baraba Yaffe, underneath which was the
name “Samuel Segev”. Oy! Still no correction on that one.
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

Short Takes



My Mother, Anne Dowwbiggin, was a resident at The Simkin Center,
and died there at the venerable age of 104, after receiving exemplary
care at that institution. It has recently been brought to my attention
that there are concerns expressed and complaints made about the
quality of care at this facility. I would like to respond by saying,
unequivocally, that my parent received excellent care there, despite
problematic nature of delivering long term care to our most vulnera-
ble. I found the staff pleasant, committed and available when a con-
cern or problem did arise. There were few instances in which we felt
overlooked, and when apprised of them, they did their best to accom-
modate us.

Given the nature of these facilities, and the vagaries of managing so
many cases, and responding to so many families, I have only praise
and admiration for this hard working and energetic workplace.

PATTI MALCHY (MRS. DAVID)

Jordan is the Palestinian State
Why?? Why, when land concessions are constantly made of Israel,

and Israel’s land is nibbled away, does the Israeli government not let
the world know that there is a Palestinian Arab State and its name is
JORDAN. Jordan’s population is 69% Palestinian, many of the
remaining being Iraqis, Syrian, Iranian and Bedouin who came to
fight the Israelis in 1948 and stayed.

The Palestinian Mandate was granted to the British in 1920, at the
San Remo Conference. In 1921, Britain illegally severed 75% off the
Mandate area and created an artificial country. Present day Jordan
represents 35,000 of the 46,000 square miles placed under British
guardianship. Jordan was closed to Jewish settlement by the British
in 1921.

Of the remaining land the Partition assigned 11% to the Arabs, 9%
to the Jews, 5% to be internationalized (Jerusalem & other religious
cities) (75% Jordan + 11% Arab + 9% Jewish + 5% internation =
100% of the Mandate).

Abdullah, appointed as Emir (prince) and his family, are not
indigenous to the Transjordan. They are from Hedjaz (later renamed
Saudi Arabia). The Saudi family are not indigenous to Hedjaz, they
are from Yemen.

Jordan is a Palestinian State.
ELSA ROSENBERG

Our family’s experience regarding The Sharon Home has been pos-
itive, and we are very pleased with the care it provides for our moth-
er, living there since April 2009, and our aunt, since the fall of 2010.
The care is holistic, and has included, among other things, superb
wound care, the management of pain medication, and the sensitive
and kind addressing of behavioural issues. We have had no problems
whatsoever having concerns heard or addressed nor have we ever
feared for “repercussions” even when having had critical comments to
offer. We are consequently unclear what a reference to repercussions
could mean, and are equally puzzled by the references to the “atti-
tude and culture” of the Sharon Home or the “controlling and domi-
neering” quality of the board. (See letter from Harvey & Harriet Berkal
on page 10.)

The final days of Mrs. Peck and of Rabbi Berkal were indeed sad;
and as all Sharon Home families, we are concerned with end-of-life
care. I inquired and learned that palliative care procedures have long
been well in place and are assessed on an on-going basis by The
Home. Procedures include the administration of appropriate medica-
tion, visits by WRHA palliative care staff, and consults from the physi-
cian and pharmacist. While changes in any health-care institution can
take time to implement and to be seen to be working, changes were
quickly put in place by The Sharon Home on the unit where Mrs. Peck
had lived. 

Not one among us wishes to end his or her days in a care-home, and
our mother, too, used to say that she never wanted to live at The
Sharon Home. But, she and our aunt both need care, and there is no
other PCH in Manitoba where we would want them to live. Waiting
times for PCHs are long, but many people Jewish and non-Jewish
alike are determined that their family members live nowhere else but
at The Sharon Home.

Our family wishes to acknowledge The Sharon Home, its board and
staff, many of whom are beleaguered by ongoing attacks because of
perceived wrong-doing, for their continuing dedication to the provi-
sion of devoted care to our family.

SUSAN TURNER
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Comment

The community should be aware that if they still have families resid-
ing at Simkin and they are hesitant to come forward with their respec-
tive stories, The Deputy Minister of Health, Milton Susman has
appointed a designate in government called Jean Cox, who has been
accepting stories from families who want their information to be kept
highly confidential, as they are afraid of repercussions for their loved
ones. The contact is Jean Cox, her assistant (Glenna McClenahan ) can
be reached at 786-7360.

Or people can email Jean Cox directly at : jean.coxgov.mb.ca We
urge you to take this opportunity to come forward and relay what your
feelings are about the level of care at Simkin and the general climate
there. As well, if you have loved ones from the past who have had
negative experiences- please come forward and share those stories as
well. I have many people stopping me to comment on the article and
share their respective stories with me about their concerns regarding
the Sharon Home. 

Your stories will help make the necessary changes required at
Simkin.

HARRIET BERKAL

My mother, Rose Goltzman, a resident of the Sharon Home died a
horrific death 5 years ago due to aspirating food and not receiving
immediate hospital attention. I live in Victoria and called daily. Mom
was not sounding well and for over a week begged the nursing staff to
have her seen by a doctor. Each time I called I was told not to worry,
it was only her asthma. Finally, a night nurse I spoke with called an
ambulance. The hospital asked why the nursing home had waited so
long to send her to hospital. I was told had the problem been caught
earlier she could have been treated successfully. Instead she suffered
for weeks and weeks in hospital and was transferred back to the
Sharon Home to die. Mom deserved better. The administration and
board members are trusted by residents and their families and should
be ashamed of their behaviour. Mom’s needless suffering, which in my
opinion, was caused by the Sharon Home’s failure to act appropriate-
ly, has haunted me since her death.

RICKI GOLTZMAN

Pro and Con regarding the Sharon Home

By MARCY OSTER
JERUSALEM (JTA) -- On the face of it, the so-called Gaza Freedom

Flotilla seemed to be a bust.
Greek authorities blocked most of the boats from setting sail for the

Gaza Strip, and others experienced propeller problems that rendered
them unseaworthy. On Tuesday, July 5, a small pleasure boat with
eight passengers aboard became the first vessel in the planned flotilla
to elude the Greek coast guard en route to Gaza.

But if the true aim was to achieve a public relations victory rather
than to deliver aid to Gaza -- as Israeli authorities charged and flotilla
participants themselves acknowledged -- then the thousands of news
reports about the flotilla's plans, problems and participants succeed-
ed by at least one measure: getting attention.

“Given the tremendous obstacles placed in the way of the flotilla,
we should not for a moment think this work has been in vain. Just the
opposite,” Leslie Cagan, coordinator of the U.S. boat to Gaza, wrote
this week on the U.S. to Gaza website. “We have called greater atten-
tion to the urgent need to end the Israeli blockade and siege of Gaza,
as well as the overall occupation of the Palestinian Territories.”

This year’s flotilla was organized to mark the anniversary of last
year's flotilla to Gaza, which set sail from Turkey before being stopped
by the Israeli Navy on May 31, 2010. When one of the vessels refused
to heed Israeli warnings to desist, IDF commandos stormed the boat,
the Mavi Marmara, and nine Turkish passengers were killed amid the
fighting. The incident prompted an international outcry and sent
Turkish-Israeli relations to a nadir.

The 2011 flotilla came on the heels of an announcement by Israel
that it would allow building materials into Gaza for 1,200 homes and
18 schools. Adam Shapiro, an organizer of the so-called Free Gaza
Movement, said the announcement was a sign that the flotilla had
resulted in real gains.

He attributed the change to “flotilla pressure.”
“Even this year, the concrete results of the flotilla are evident,”

Shapiro wrote in a column in Gulf News, a news outlet in the United
Arab Emirates.

Israel did not offer a reason for the timing of the decision, but said

News analysis

Flotilla fails at sea, succeeds on the airwaves

Continued on page 23. See “Flotilla”.



Gold medallist taking year out to further political education 

University of
Winnipeg student
Leezan Freed-
Lobchuk was very
excited to have been
awarded the Gold
Medal for the four-
year Arts program at
the most recent U. of
W. grad convocation
June 9-10.

“It was a nice
bonus and recogni-
tion of all the hard
work I put in,” says the daughter of Linda
Freed and Bill Lobchuk, who also won the
Gold Medal for English.

Achieving scholastic honours is nothing
new though for the Kelvin High School grad-
uate. She won a number of honours in high
school and scholarships throughout her uni-
versity years.

Freed-Lobchuk says that she will probably
pursue a Master’s Degree but she isn’t sure
yet whether it will be in English or in a field
related to social justice. 

But that’s not in the immediate future.
In September, she reports, she will be going

to work at the Legislature for the NDP as an
intern. “I will be working with different
MLAs,” she says. “I will be able to observe
the political process up close and get a better
sense of what it is like working in govern-
ment.”

She sees her experience working as a polit-
ical intern as also helping her to improve her
communication skills and increasing her cul-
tural awareness.

* * *
Elliott Lazar may not have won the Gold -

but finishing third in the Manitoba
Association of Playwrights’ High School
Playwrighting competition is quite a feat for
the novice 17-year-old playwright’s first
major effort.

The competition was also held on June 9-10
at the Warehouse Theatre. Lazar says that he
received a trophy, a shirt, a glossary of theatre
terms, a book of new plays and a cheque for
his third-place finish.

Lazar says that his entry was a 20-minute
musical, entitled “Get Over Yourself” – which
he wrote over a couple of weeks in January.
“My play is about learning to give 100 per
cent to everything you do and being passion-
ate about what you do,” he explains. “There
are six characters and four big musical num-
bers in the show.”

(He wrote the songs and music, too.)
The oldest son of Michael and Cheryl Lazar

says that he has been fascinated with writing
and theatre for a few years now. His first
exposure to musical theatre came in 2006
when he was cast in the Gray Academy’s pro-
duction of “Aladdin Junior”. Since then, he
has appeared in the Gray Academy produc-
tions of “Urinetown” (as “Tiny Tom”),
“Pippen” (as the prince of the same name),
and “13” this past winter (as lead Evan
Goldman).

This past year, he has broadened his the-
atrical horizons as a member of Kayla
Gordon’s and Brenda Gorlick’s Winnipeg

Studio Theatre. In May, he played the role of
William Barfee, one of the contestants, in the
WST’s “25th Annual Putnam, County Spelling
Bee”.

“The WST is a great group,” Lazar says.
“Brenda and Kayla prepared us well for the
show. They did a lot of character work with
us.”

In the fall, Lazar has a role – Boy number 4
– in the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre production
“Way to Heaven”, which takes place in a
wartime ghetto.

Lazar has also been taking voice lesson for
the last three years.

Over the summer, Lazar will be working as
a counselor at Camp Massad (which is
renowned for its skits). In the fall, he returns
to the Gray Academy for Grade 12.

“I am considering some different ideas for
other plays,” he says. “I would like to write
some original stuff for the Gray Academy the-
atre arts students.”

After high school, he would like to enrol in
the University of Manitoba School of Music
to study voice and then move on to a theatre
school program.

“If I really want to make a go of it in the the-
atre, I know I have to improve my dancing
and acting,” he says.
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LEEZAN FREED-LOBCHUK with parents LINDA FREED and BILL
LOBCHUK: “It was a nice bonus and recognition of all the hard work
I put in.”

ELLIOTT LAZAR: “I would like to write some
original stuff for the Gray Academy theatre
arts students.”

Social Notes

Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank YouThank You
My sincerest thanks to my family

and friends for all their good
wishes and generous donations on

the special occasion of my
90th Birthday

Doris Steiman (& Keppy)

Jason and Sharon Rubenstein announce with
great joy the birth of their precious daughter, MAE

LAKE RUBENSTEIN. Born in Toronto, Ontario
on Monday, May 16, 2011, weighing 8 lbs., 8 oz.
Sharing in their excitement are proud grandparents
Bernie and Sheila Rubenstein of Winnipeg, Mani-
toba and Tibor and Edith Lorber of Toronto, On-
tario.

BIRTH  ANNOUNCEMENTS

OHANA/KIVES

Allen and Sari
Ohana are pleased to
announce the arrival
of their son, DAVID

HENRY on June
27th, 2011 at 6:30 am
weighing 6 pounds
13 ounces. Proud
grandparents are
Barbara and
Raymond Kives. Proud great-grandparents are
Joseph and Claire Kives. Special thanks to Dr.
Donna Steele and all the staff at St Michaels
Hospital.

GWENN SECTERR CREATIVEE LIVINGG CENTRE

15888 MAINN STREET

A VARIETY OF KOSHER PREPARED FOODS

FOR TAKE-OUT YEAR ROUND

SHIVA MEALS, MEALS OF CONSOLATION,

UNVEILING RECEPTIONS

FABULOUSS FOOD-REASONABLEE PRICES!

CALL TO ORDER IN ADVANCE

339-1701
(UNDER SUPERVISION OF ORTHODOX UNION)

OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE



Newcomer-welcoming BBQ a big hit

On Sunday, June
12, a New
Winnipeggers’ Bar-
beque was held from
12-2 p.m.,  at the
Asper Campus
attended by about
275 people, wel-
coming new mem-
bers to the Winnipeg
Jewish community. 

Dalia Szpiro,
C o m m u n i t y
Immigration Officer
for the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg, said, “We put on this event to socialize and
celebrate, and let people meet each other. It was an opportunity to
celebrate our growing community and welcome recent newcomers.

“It was wonderful building an event together with wonderful people.
The atmosphere was relaxing and fun. This kind of event brings us
together as a community and we’re looking forward for more.”

Many volunteers and Jewish Child Family Services (JCFS) colleagues
helped to make the event a success, most of whom were once new
immigrants themselves. 

The event included a barbeque, self-serve food table, children’s
activities, and even a volunteer DJ, Ilia Geshikov of Rus Productions,
spinning dance music, Israeli, Latino, and Russian pop music. Ricardo
Chvaicer was the volunteer photographer. Prizes were given, spon-
sored by Canadian Footware, Rady JCC, Elena El’s Art, Chai Folk
ensemble and Eva’s Gelato.

“Immigration promotion is one of the major strategies undertaken
through the GrowWinnipeg Initiative of the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg in order to increase the Jewish population of Winnipeg. The
focus of community investment is on facilitating access to the immi-
gration system, and then welcoming and integrating Jews into our
community.

“We’ve received more than 2000 families
from different countries like Argentina,
Mexico, Bolivia, Uruguay, Brazil, Israel,
Russia, the Ukraine, South Africa, Moldova,
Germany, Venezuela, the USA, and more,”
said Szpiro. “We’re continuing our work
toward a vibrant Winnipeg Jewish communi-
ty.” 

One of the attendees, Regina Teplitsky, said,
“This was a good opportunity for me and my
family to mingle, and see faces of people we
know and new faces in the community. 

“It was especially nice for me because I’m
on maternity leave from my job at Camp
Massad (so I can care for my four-month-old
son, Ben). So, it’s really nice to get out and
socialize with a great group of people. I’d say
about 80 percent of the people here are
Russian Israelis.” 

Moshe Lilov who came to the barbeque
with wife, Ela, and their three children, Maria
(7), Jonathan (5), and Dana (2), said, “I’m
Russian Israeli and have been in Winnipeg for
a year...I love the weather here, the culture,
and the people. It’s similar to my home
Russian people.”

Originally from Israel and having lived in
the United States for two years, Yolanda
Papini-Pollock attended the event with hus-
band, Bradley Pollock. She said, “I met many
of my old and new immigrant friends. 

“I wanted to come out for this to meet some
new community members. As an immigrant
myself, I know some of the difficulties new-
comers go through. It was important to me to
welcome them to our community.

“It was such a great idea to invite all the

newcomers for lunch and to
allow each person to mingle
and meet other newcomers. It
helps to have a social net-
work, especially when you
come to a new country.” 

In Papini-Pollack’s view,
“The event was very well
planed and attended. The DJ
was good too! The weather
also cooperated, so it was a
lot of fun just to sit outside in
the patio. I’d like to encour-
age people from the general
community to attend these
events and to meet the new
faces in our city – lots of fun.

“It was a great way to draw
peo-
p l e
i n t o
the community. Events like these warm hearts
and bring people closer together.”
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The Asper Helping Hand Initiative

The Asper Helping Hand Initiative, an
interest-free loan program, is now in its
sixth year of assisting members of the
Jewish community of Manitoba who are
experiencing a temporary financial hard-
ship. Funding for this program is support-
ed generously by The Asper Foundation.
A borrower must be a Jewish resident of
Manitoba and be able to demonstrate
both a need for the loan as well as the
ability to repay it. Applicants must be
able to provide qualified guarantors who
are willing to cosign for the loan. These
interest free loans have assisted students,
seniors, single parents, longtime residents
and newcomers to Canada.

A recipient from the loan program had
these words of appreciation for the loan
she received:

“I just wanted to express my apprecia-
tion for the loan that I received. It allowed
me to purchase my first home which was
quite a milestone for me. Being a single
parent, with financial limitations, the
loan helped me to realize my dream of
being a homeowner. As a result my
future, and that of my children, is more
stable and secure.”

If you wish to find out about applying
for a loan please see the contact informa-
tion in the accompanying ad below or
view the JCFS website for more details.
www.jcfswinnipeg.org

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

Scenes from New
Winnipeggers’ Barbeque.



New Jewish Heritage Centre exhibit explores the history of
Holocaust orphans in Winnipeg and creation of A.N.A.V.

By STAN CARBONE
The Jewish Heritage Centre has developed an exhibit on Holocaust

orphans in Winnipeg. Situated in the Marion and Ed Vickar Jewish
Museum of Western Canada/Elaine and Percy Goldberg Family
Walkway at the Asper Jewish Community Campus, the exhibit draws
largely on photographs, newspaper articles, and first hand accounts to
piece together a story of courage, perseverance and triumph.

Numerous organizations mobilized their human and financial
resources to improve what were often the deplorable living conditions
of Holocaust orphans in displacement camps following World War II.
Among these were the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee,
the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA)
and the Canadian Jewish Congress. The Congress was incessant in lob-
bying the Canadian government to issue permits to allow orphans to
come to Canada. As a result, by April of 1948 some 1,000 of them
made their way to this country.

Between 1947 and
1949, 130 orphans
settled in Winnipeg.
As indicated in a
1948 report of the
United Jewish Relief
Agency “as far as the
placement of the
Winnipeg children
was concerned, the
guiding principle
was to place young
children and girls in
free homes and to
make older children,
particularly boys,
self-supporting as
quickly as possible.”

Sol Kanee,
President of the
Western Division of
the Canadian Jewish
Congress, set up a
local coordinating
committee made up
of representatives of
several Winnipeg
Jewish organizations
and service agen-
cies, namely the
Canadian Jewish
Congress, the Jewish
Immigrant Aid
Society, the United
Hebrew Social
Service Bureau
(U.H.S.S.B.), the
Jewish Children’s
Home and Aid
Society, the National
Council of Jewish
Women, Y.M.H.A.,
B’nai Brith, the
Bureau of Jewish
Education, Congress
Council, the
Winnipeg Hadassah
Council, and the
Shaarey Zedek
Sisterhood. With a
grant provided by
the Welfare Fund,
the Congress also
paid the expenses
incurred by
U.H.S.S.B. for social
work services, room
and board, clothing
and allowances for
the children. 

The origins of
A.N.A.V. or Ezrat
Noar Vaed (Help
Youth Forever) can

be traced back to the arrival of the first Holocaust orphans in
Winnipeg in 1947. These orphans, who would meet regularly at the
Y.M.H.A, organized with the assistance of the Y’s Lou Rusoff, a club
known as HAGIBOR (Hero). Its first President was Eugene Joseph.
Some of the activities carried out by HAGIBOR included plays, dis-
cussion groups and athletic endeavours such as the creation of a soc-
cer team coached by Y.M.H.A. staffers Jack Perlmutter and Leible
Hershfield.

The exigencies, challenges and vicissitudes of daily life resulted in
the dissolution of HAGIBOR about two years after it was formed. In
1972, a 25th anniversary reunion of orphans took place at the Rosh
Pina Synagogue, which also included representatives of the three lev-
els of government and the Canadian Jewish Congress. The creation of
A.N.A.V., a service organization dedicated to assisting needy children
locally and in Israel, arose from that reunion. For over twenty years
A.N.A.V. provided financial assistance to programs such as a summer
camp for needy children organized by Jewish Child and Family
Services, various and local Israeli health care centres and social ser-
vices agencies as well as individuals who were in need.

In the 1990s A.N.A.V. terminated its activities, but not before it estab-
lished an endowment fund with the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.
Some of its members, along with other individuals and organizations,
were to play a valuable role in the creation of the Freeman Family
Foundation Holocaust Education Centre (HEC) of the Jewish Heritage
Centre of Western Canada. Today the HEC is a vital component in pro-
moting the importance of Holocaust awareness and human rights
advocacy to the Jewish and broader community of Manitoba. Despite
their advancing age, survivors routinely volunteer their time to share
their history and experiences and engage in a dialogue with their audi-
ences that encourages tolerance and understanding.

If you wish to add to this important chapter in the history of the
Winnipeg Jewish community please contact Stan Carbone at 477-
7467 or scarbone@jhcwc.org.
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Second group of Holocaust orphans at English language class in the
YMHA on Albert Street, Winnipeg, 1948 (Courtesy of Frank
Weinfeld).

Canadian Jewish congress representatives SOL KANEE (far right) and
ETHEL OSTRY GENKIND (to his right) interviewing a group of chil-
dren at the International Refugee Organization Children’s Centre in
Priem, Germany, c.1947

Support available for Jewish
alcoholics & addicts

Jewish individuals who are challenged
by alcohol or chemical addiction or their
family members now have help available
within the Jewish community. Supported
by Jewish Child and Family Service, JACS,
Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent
Persons and Significant Others (www.jac-
sweb.org<http://www.jacsweb.org/), is a
voluntary mutual-help group dedicated
to: helping develop and sustain recovery
from alcoholism or addiction in a nurtur-
ing and safe environment, promoting
knowledge and understanding of alco-
holism and chemical dependency as it
involves the Jewish community, and act-
ing as a resource to the Jewish communi-
ty to address the effects of alcoholism and
chemical dependency. Weekly support
meetings with a “Jewish twist” assist in
complementing other recovery supports.

Anyone interested in information on
Jewish addiction recovery supports for
themselves or a loved one can contact
JACS Winnipeg at the number in the ad
below. Please read the ad for details
about meeting times and locations.



Memories of “Pleasantville” 
While out

for a walk the
other day, the
warmth of
the sun and
heady fra-
grance of
flowers in the
air reminded
me of a sum-

mer very long ago. 
I was five when my family packed

up and went for an extended holiday
in Pleasantville, a New Jersey town
that certainly lived up to its name. I
don’t know how it looks today, but
way back then, Pleasantville was
pleasantly rural, with green meadows,
colorful wild flowers and berry bush-
es, chirping crickets and beautiful
birdsong. Our destination, Goldman’s
Hotel and Resort was nestled in the
midst of all this scenic beauty. 

Want to get away from it all and
enjoy relaxing, carefree days filled
with great food, music, sports,
“events” and activities for the whole
family? Then this would have been the place
for you! Long before Disney and Club Med,
someone in the Goldman Family got the
bright idea to open an all-inclusive family
resort. A mix of haimische and classy, it was
a place where dreams came true and happi-
ness was the order of the day. The Goldmans
– Rhoda, Mac and their offspring made sure
that each of their guests felt special. To my
five-year-old eyes, it was paradise and I’m
sure my parents thought so too, because
while we were at the on-site day camp, they
camped out by the pool with new-found
friends.

My brother and I began each day with
breakfast in the children’s dining room,
which featured a menu with lots of delicious
choices. You could even have seconds and
thirds, or order multiple entrees (and my fam-
ily wondered why I was chubby!). Then it was
time to join our counselors for a jam-packed
day of activities. We went on nature walks,
collecting leaves and flowers to use in our
arts and crafts projects. We picked blackber-
ries and blueberries, then went back to the
kitchen to make pies. We made lumpy-look-
ing, now politically incorrect, clay ash trays
and wove pot holders out of things that
looked like colorful hair scrunchies. I was
especially proud of the red and white vinyl
lanyard I had created and although I had no
idea what a “lanyard” was, I was sure my par-

ents would be
thrilled.

We swam,
went on hay
rides, and one
rainy day took a
trip into town to
a local theatre to
see “The Wizard
of Oz” (my first
movie) where I
screamed and
hid under the
seat at the sight
of the Wicked
Witch. 

At the end of
each day, we
would return to
our room, and
get “gussied up”
for a family din-
ner in the formal
dining room,
where people
proudly paraded
past tables in

their finery, hoping to impress, After a meal of
multiple entrees and extra desserts, we took
walks through beautiful gardens, played
games in the card room, or attended special
events like the Children’s Costume Parade or
Talent Show.

Then there was the music. Remember those
hokey Judy Garland-Mickey Rooney musicals
where Mickey always said, “Let’s stage a
musical, right here in this barn!”? Well, at
Goldman’s we did just that in their special
barn/theatre on the grounds. Somewhere
there’s a picture of me, popping out of a
music box, ready to sing.

We spent a couple of summers at this
enchanting place, before my mother and
father decided that my brother and I needed
two months of country air and camping, but
that’s another story.

The recollections of those halcyon days
made me wonder if I could return to that
wonderful place again. I “googled”
Goldman’s Hotel in Pleasantville but all that
came up were unparadise-like photos of
cheesy chain hotels and motels.

I realize that it’s been too many years since
those golden days at Goldman’s, and that,
“you can’t go home again”, yet when summer
is in the air I think of that time. The hotel may
be long gone, but the feeling of indescribable
joy and happy memories of that family vaca-
tion remain forever in my heart!
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Jill Brandes

A slightly younger Jill shows
off the teeth that would lead
her aunt to later say: “With
teeth like those, you could
catch a really rich guy!” (See
June 15 issue.)

416.966.1100
1.800.494.0389

www.romspen.com

162 Cumberland Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3N5

Invest in Romspen and reap the benefits.

Take your interest monthly or let it grow. Either way the Romspen

Mortgage Investment Fund has delivered superior results month after

month, year after year.

Steady and solid returns for our investors. Whether you are retired 

or are planning for retirement, is there a better or smarter place to

invest your money?

You’ve heard of the Romspen Mortgage Investment Fund. Isn’t it
time you found out more? Call us to receive an information 
package or visit www.romspen.com.

Long Bonds 21%
Romspen 30%

T-bills 3%
S&P/TSX 6%

3 Year Accumulated 
Compound Return (2008-2011)

Source: Statistics Canada, Bank of Canada, RMIF Annual Report

www.garrysdeli.com
e-mail: lisa@garrysdeli.com or stacey@garrysdeli.com

Ph: 947-9777
Free Delivery

Shops of Winnipeg Square
Call us to order your:
� Shiva Platters

or let us cater your:
� Office meetings & parties
� Holiday & Birthday parties
� Anniversaries  � Brisses

ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES



Following is the open letter written by Harriet Berkal (along with her
brother, Harvey) to all members of the Sharon Home Board:

To the members of the Board of the Sharon Home:

Our Father, the late Rabbi Louis Berkal, used to kid around and say:
“Wild horses couldn’t bring me to the “Moshev Z’kainem” (the Jewish
nursing home).  Sadly, after keeping our folks in their own home for seven
years after they became ill, we were forced to take him to the Simkin

Center. Our parents could no longer afford the cost of private care in
their home, as they were running out of money - though he had consci-
entiously worked for the community for 51 years until he was 90. Our
beloved mother passed away at the St. Boniface and was spared the hor-
rific experience our dad endured at the Sharon Home - Simkin Centre.

He was only there for eight and a half months, but his experience was
often harrowing!  More than once, we were forced to take him out of the
Sharon Home to find proper medical care.  Once he almost died due to
a simple ear infection.  When it got increasingly worse, we had to insist
on seeking proper medical care ourselves from outside the facility. We
got him into a wheelchair van and took him to a specialist whom we
arranged to see - she was shocked by his condition and immediately hos-
pitalized him as the infection had become septic. He just barely sur-
vived. Another time the doctor at the Sharon Home diagnosed our dad
with congestive heart failure without even seeing him or having any
medical testing done.  (Again we took him outside the Home to a pri-
vate doctor, who quickly dismissed any problem with his heart.)

Then, in the last two months of his life, despite obvious signs of a grave-
ly serious medical problem, we could not get a palliative care consult
from the medical team at the Simkin Centre. He had a dropping hemo-
globin level, a history of colon and bladder cancers and, most impor-
tantly, he was suffering with frequent rectal bleeding and diarrhea. We
cautioned the Home repeatedly that he might be suffering from a recur-
rence of cancer, which could lead to an impending bowel obstruction -
which indeed happened. Still, no palliative care consult. In his last days
he endured a violent episode of projectile vomiting. Finally, after rushing
him to the Victoria Hospital where he screamed, “I can’t take it any-
more”, proper medical interventions were administered that the Home
is not equipped to handle in death (such as subcutaneous morphine,
scopolamine, etc.) How many families are unaware of these facts - that
nursing homes may not be able to address a death with dignity?

Our father is far from the only patient of the Simkin Centre to have suf-
fered from poor care. Last October a resident of the Simkin Centre
named Lilyan Peck died after what appears to have been gross neglect.
Her skin appeared black, akin to second degree burns. She had a grave
infection from shockingly inadequate personal sanitation care at the
Sharon Home. The hospital nurse who took the photographs of the
wounds was shocked and said she had not seen this type of neglect in
her thirty years of nursing.  After the hospital filed a critical incident
report, the Manitoba Minister of Health phoned Mrs. Peck’s daughter,
Marsha Palansky, to offer condolences.

As a result of the publicity over Lilyan Peck’s tragic death, a number of
other families have since come forward with their own serious concerns
about the Sharon Home.

Yet the board of the Simkin Centre has refused to meet them as a
group. The board is not approachable by the community at large or by
families. They hide behind Freedom of Information legislation to avoid
meeting with groups, stating that it would infringe upon our rights when,
ironically, it is to protect them from accountability. Even when we waive
our rights - they still refuse to meet. What kind of message does this send
to families and to the community?

After Lilyan Peck’s death, a 14 page “action plan” covering 39 areas of
concern was announced by the WRHA, in conjunction with the Simkin
Centre. It serves to reflect much of what has been missing at Simkin -
accountability and respect. The concerned families who were privy to
the development of the action plan appreciate the plan itself, but have
little or no faith in the present administration to implement it.

Now, as a result of the families’ complaints, Manitoba Health is taking
a dramatic step - initiating a full standards reviewof Simkin. This is
unprecedented in this province. Never before in Manitoba has a nursing
home faced this level of intense scrutiny.

We are challenging just one of you board members - who have spo-
ken to some of us privately - claiming to be on the board to seek change.
If you sincerely believe that change at the Simkin Centre is necessary, it
is incumbent upon you to take a determined stand, speak up or resign
from a board which acts in a manner so controlling and domineering
that it is naïve to think there will ever be positive change at this facility
without another publicly disclosed death. Is that what it will take to
move mountains here?  Please remember that your names as members
of the board will forever be associated with that future death. You have
your chance now to avoid future scandal and improprieties and say
“enough!”    Simkin has a chance to be a shining gold standard of care
in our community - as the Baycrest is in Toronto.  But it is clear that the
culture being fostered at your facility, where families are afraid to come
forward for fear of repercussions is a malignant one.  Your approach is
not working.

Surely, there is one of you who is prepared to go on the record pub-
licly and thus serve as a catalyst for real change.  It must be frustrating to
sit at meetings when all that happens is an agreement to avoid public
forums, not meet with families, and hide behind letters threatening to
ban loved ones who demand better care.
Jewish law promotes treatment of the elderly with “kovod”.  They are

not a disposable generation. They deserve our love, care and devotion.
That is how our father raised us.

Feel free to contact us at:
haberkal@gmail.com

Respectfully,
Harriet and Harvey  Berkal
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license if things aren’t cleaned up.   We were
definitive in letting Milton know that it was not
our objective in shutting them down JUST
cleaning house. “

The family members have made clear from the outset that they are seek-
ing a change in the administration of the home. I asked Real Cloutier
whether he thought an outside consultant ought to be brought in to review
the Sharon Home. For example, I suggested that someone from the Baycrest
Home in Toronto might be an appropriate consultant. Cloutier admitted that
“We have talked about the idea of an outside consultant coming in”; how-
ever, he thought that someone from the Louis Brier Home in Vancouver
might be more appropriate than someone from the Baycrest.

One of Cloutier’s concerns about the amount of time that has been spent
examining the operation of the Sharon Home and now, will be spent again
with the full standards review, is whether all these investigations will ulti-
mately have a deleterious effect on the home.

“Here’s the challenge we’ve got,” Cloutier said.  “At what point do we
destabilize this organization so much that we overwhelm them so that their
work can’t be done?”

I wondered, then, why bother with a full standards review if yet another
review is going to dampen the rate at which the home can improve itself.

Cloutier agreed, saying: “if you agree with the quality improvement plan
(the long term improvement plan) then hold people accountable for that
plan. The (full standards) review isn’t going to make it better.”

Yet, at the same time, Cloutier admitted that “between the standards
review and the quality improvement plan”, in an abundance of caution, we
are layering (the two plans) - those two pillars are sufficient.”

As far as making changes to the “culture” of the Sharon Home, Cloutier
said that the “quality improvement plan deals with culture.”

“It takes several years to change the culture in an organization,” he added.
Somewhat contradictorily, however, Cloutier said: “the message is we’ve

got lots of documentation. We’ve got to take a time-out. I call it a bit of
‘shrapnel’ (that’s been hitting the home). We have to allow people to imple-
ment the action plan.”

All this makes we wonder, therefore, why push forward with a “full stan-
dards review” of the Sharon Home, if the home needs time to begin to
implement the action plan. Surely, therefore, the concerns that the family
members brought to the attention of the three government officials with
whom they met were alarming enough that the WRHA and the Manitoba
Department of Health would not have agreed that an unprecedented “full
standards review” of the Sharon Home was in order.

I put the question to Milton Sussman, Deputy Minister of Health. Sussman
did not reply to my question himself, but I did receive the following
response from a spokesperson for Manitoba Health: “This is the first full
standards review to be conducted in a Manitoba personal care home.

“Each regular standards visit looks at five core standards, as well as seven
additional standards chosen at random. Each personal care home has a reg-
ular standards visit every two years.

“Meeting the needs of personal care home residents and ensuring their
safety and security are of paramount importance to Manitoba Health and
the regional health authorities.

“Recent standards visits and unannounced standards visits at Sharon
Home have gone well. However, Manitoba Health has received several
complaints about services at Sharon Home, and we take those complaints
seriously.

“We will work with the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority and Sharon
Home to undertake a full standards review this summer. The exact timing of
the review will depend on the establishment of the review team - the intent
is to begin as soon as possible.

A typical standards review looks at one-third of the standards each year.
This review will look at all 26 of the standards the facility must meet and
identify any areas that need improvement. It is also paying additional atten-
tion to care planning, relationships and engagement of families and dispute
resolution.”

Finally, I asked Sharon Home CEO Sandra Delorme to respond to the
decision by the WRHA and Manitoba Health to conduct a full standards
review of the Sharon Home.

Here is what Delorme had to say, in an e-mail to me: “The Board and
Administration of the Home welcome the full standards review as an objec-
tive process to evaluate the personal care home services provided at the Saul
and Claribel Simkin Centre. We believe that this will provide valuable infor-
mation that will assist us in continuing to provide the best possible care.  

“We are committed and will continue to focus on the implementation of
our Quality Improvement Imitative/Action Plan.  The full plan is posted on
our website www.simkincentre.ca.”

Sharon Home
(Cont. from page 1.)
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Irwin Lipnowski Temple Shalom – our great year continues!
Education

Our Religious School with teachers Jennifer Curtis Lane and
Catherine Emanuel has finished for the year. Creating a lifelong Jewish
identity for your children or grandchildren is our goal. Open to all, we
give our children keys and challenge them to open the many doors
that Judaism offers them. It is never too late to have your children join
this creative and captivating program for ages 5 and up. Our Sunday
programs are grouped in classes according to age. Wednesdays we
offer Hebrew classes for ages 7 and up. Confirmation classes are avail-
able as well. For more information and/or to register, Come to our
Open house:

Sunday, September 11th 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday, September 14th 4:30 to 6:00 p.m.

Rosh Hodesh It’s A Girl’s Thing 
A values-based, non-denominational, experiential and authentically

Jewish program that strengthens the self esteem and Jewish identity of
Grade 7 and 8 girls. For more information and/or early registration, please
email facilitator Sherry Wolfe Elazar at templeroshhodesh@gmail.com 
FOR ADULTS, we have: 

• Introduction to Judaism 
• Back to Basics
• Rosh Hodesh for Women
• Guys’ Night Out 
• Conversational Hebrew
• Read Hebrew
• Torah Study: The Joseph Narratives
• Numerous adult education evenings with the Rabbi - interesting

topics
• Adult B’nai Mitzvah -join other adults in this life cycle event
• Tai Chi
• Watercolour for Beginners
Open to all, Information will be available on our website beginning

in September: www.templeshalomwinnipeg.ca or contact
tshalom1@gmail.com

A congregation and community
If you are searching for a spirited, progressive Jewish community, a

more powerful connection to God, fresh approaches to life-long Jewish
learning and opportunities to help change the world, come join our
welcoming, intimate congregation which will envelop you in a won-
derful Jewish experience!

For more information call the office at 453-1625.

Temple Shalom  
Is please to announce 

A new and segregated Jewish Cemetery 
Alternative as well as Traditional Jewish burial at

Bet Chaim…Mikdash Shalom
On the property of

Chapel Lawn Funeral Home
Proud to Serve in Your Community

4000 Portage Avenue
www.chapellawn.mb.ca

For information call  
453-1625 Temple Shalom

982-8108 Terri Hlady  Chapel Lawn

The Law of Unintended Consequences
The cynic who first formulated “the law

of unintended consequences” was
expressing the view that unanticipated
consequences invariably occur when
measures are taken in pursuit of a particu-
lar goal.  For this reason, the task of devel-
oping suitable policies to solve the many
problems that beset society is very chal-
lenging. A policy that solves one problem

may well create an even more serious new problem.   
The focus on unintended consequences has a long and hallowed

tradition in economics. A central theme in “An Inquiry Into the
Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations” (1776) by Scottish
moral philosopher Adam Smith was that putting meat, ale and bread
on all of our tables is an unintended consequence of the pursuit by
butchers, brewers and bakers of their own selfish interests in a free
market setting.  In an oft-quoted passage Adam Smith wrote: “It is
not from the benevolence of the butcher, the brewer, or the baker
that we expect our dinner, but from their regard to their own self-
interest.  We address ourselves not to their humanity but to their
self-love, and never talk to them of our own necessities but of their
advantages.”  

An example of a counter-productive unintended consequence was
suggested by Arthur Laffer, an economics professor at UCLA. He
argued that a government’s attempt to increase tax revenue by
imposing higher tax rates on income might actually lower tax rev-
enue.  Since higher income tax rates actually reduce the incentive
to work and increase the incentive to evade taxes, the result could
be the exact opposite of the government’s intended goal. 

The “law of unintended consequences” made a surprise appear-
ance in a scholarly paper by Thomas Marvell and Carlisle Moody in
The Journal of Legal Studies (2001) titled “The Lethal Effects of
Three-Strike Laws.” Given the American passion for baseball, the
“three strikes and you’re out” rule resonates in the American psyche.
Between 1993 and 1995, twenty-four states enacted “three strikes
and you’re out” laws that imposed life sentences (with no parole
before twenty-five years) following a third conviction for a serious
violent crime, such as murder, rape, kidnapping, aggravated rob-
bery, aggravated assault, and sexual abuse and in some states, less-
er crimes such as simple robbery, burglary of occupied dwellings
and firearms violations.

The rationale for such laws is obvious: deterring and removing
dangerous criminals.  However, as Marvell and Moody note, “when
the penalties for a crime and for an exacerbated version of that
crime are similar, the criminal can be expected to commit the exac-
erbated version if that reduces the chances of apprehension and
conviction.”  In fact, the authors found that murder rates were sig-
nificantly higher in the twenty-four states that adopted three-strike
laws than they were in the twenty-six other states, after taking into
account other relevant factors. Of course, an unintended conse-
quence of three-strike laws is that a sociopathic criminal with two
strikes might succumb to the temptation to murder his next robbery
victim in order to eliminate a key witness.  

Canadians who eagerly await the wholesale import of U.S.-style
“tough-on-crime” laws might do well to curb their enthusiasm once
they recognize the unintended consequences of such laws.  

By

IRWIN LIPNOWSKI

U.S., Britain and Canada expanding bans on Iranians' visas
WASHINGTON (JTA) -- The United States, Canada and Britain are

joining to expand the number of Iranian officials denied visas on sus-
picion of violating human rights.

"More than 50 Iranian officials would be subject to these new U.S.
visa restrictions, including government ministers, military and law
enforcement officers, and judiciary and prison officials," the U.S. State
Department said in its announcement July 8. "The restrictions cover
those who have played a role in the ongoing repression of students,
human rights defenders, lawyers, artists, civil society representatives,
women’s rights leaders, and religious and ethnic minorities."

The statement did not name the officials, citing U.S. privacy laws,
but noted that Britain was joining in the action and Canada would do
so soon.

The visa denials are the latest in a series of international sanctions
against Iranian entities and individuals for their roles in suppressing
human rights and in advancing a suspected nuclear weapons pro-
gram.

A day earlier, Iran had announced plans to try in absentia 26 current
and former U.S. officials for crimes against Iran, Iraq and Afghanistan.

Among them was Stuart Levey, the former Treasury undersecretary
who has been the architect of sanctions targeting Iran.



Former Winnipegger receives major
award for efforts to improve lives of

Israeli Bedouin
By MYRON LOVE 

Winnipeg-born Vivian Silver is a long-time fighter for equal rights
and equal opportunity for Israel’s Arab citizens – in particular the
Bedouin in the Negev. On June 21, her efforts were rewarded by the
Institute of International Education (IIE) in the form of the Goldberg
Prize, a $10,000 grant, awarded to the Negev Institute for Strategies of
Peace and Development of which Silver is co-director along with
Bedouin rights activist Amal Elsana Alh’jooj.

“I am thrilled that we have been selected for the prize this year,”
Silver says. “It is public recognition of the value of the work we have
been doing for over a decade. It is a means of educating the public
both in Israel and abroad about the challenges facing the Negev
Bedouin and the need for the Israeli government to address critical
issues that have been neglected for the past six decades. It allows us
to showcase the projects that bring Jewish and Arab Bedouin youth

together, working on
educational projects
that tear down
stereotypes between
our two peoples. We
have won other
prizes, but this is the
first time that the
award representa-
tives have come to
our region to visit
our work and pre-
sent the prize in
front of our commu-
nity. It really means
a lot to us, to our
colleagues and
those we serve.”
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VIC GOLDBERG, VIVIAN SILVER, AMAL ELSANA ALH’JOOJ and
PEGGY BLUMENTHAL.

Caring Compassionate PCaring Compassionate Professional Srofessional Serviceervice
you’ve come to trust

Call Elba Haid or
Angela Pollett at

REALCARE
day or night

Ph: (204) 957-7325
fax: (204) 975-1065

e-mail: elbahaid@realcare.ca
Offices at 1008-213 Notre Dame Ave.

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 1N3

Providing:
� Alzheimer Care � Palliative Care � Post-Operative Care 
� Stroke Care � Long-Term Care � Rehabilitation 
� Respite � ‘Coming home’ new Moms and infants

Provided by: INSURED & BONDED
� RN’s � LPN’s � Health Care Aides
� Home Support Workers � Companions

We offer a variety of programs and services - 
- individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
- Free nursing assessment
- 24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
- At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
- Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Elba Haid
President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

FREE DELIVERYON ORDERSOVER $75E

New, Used & Rental Walkers, Scooters, Lift Chairs, Wheelchairs,
Bath Aides & Other Aides for Daily Living.

NEW PRIDE SCOOTERS AND LIFTCHAIRS

Mention this ad & receive 10% off 
the rental or purchase of any item

551 Osborne
453-6473

www.renewmobility.ca

Israel begins deporting 'fly-in' activists
JERUSALEM (JTA) -- Israel began deporting pro-Palestinian pro-

testers who flew into Ben Gurion International Airport to attend
protests and activities in the West Bank.

Some 118 protesters arrived over the weekend at Israel's airport.
As many as 200 protesters had been prevented from boarding
planes to Israel on July 8 by airport authorities in Paris, Berlin,
Geneva and other cities who used lists of potential protesters com-
piled by Israeli police from social media sites.

At least 36 of the activists held over the weekend in two Israeli
prisons arrived at the airport on Sunday in order to be returned to
their countries of origin. About 50 activists managed to pass through
Israeli airport security and head for the West Bank, Ynet reported.

The activists will take part in Welcome to Palestine activities,
including visiting Palestinian cities such as Bethlehem, Ramallah
and Jenin. Over the weekend, the activists participated in a demon-
stration at the security fence in Bilin and visited the Aida Refugee
Camp, according to the Palestine Justice Network.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Sunday that Israeli
officials "acted methodically and successfully in a variety of spheres
-- diplomacy, intelligence, public security, migration control and
others, in order to frustrate this provocation.  And indeed the provo-
cation was foiled.

Netanyahu added, "I would also like to make it clear that Israel
will continue to frustrate provocations and attempts to break
through our borders, whether by land, sea or air."

Israel, Lebanon at odds over maritime border claims
JERUSALEM (JTA) -- Israel's proposed northern maritime border

with Lebanon differs significantly with its neighbor, with billions of
dollars at stake.

Israel's Cabinet on Sunday approved the demarcation of the bor-
der. The Lebanese proposal contains gas and oil reserves also
claimed by Israel.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu told the Cabinet that the
boundary will delineate the area in which the state enjoys exclusive
economic rights, including the right to exploit the sea's natural
resources. "The outline that Lebanon submitted to the U.N. is sig-
nificantly further south than the line Israel is proposing," Netanyahu
said. "It also conflicts with the line that we have agreed upon with
Cyprus and, what is more significant in my eyes, it conflicts with the
line that Lebanon itself agreed upon with Cyprus in 2007.

"Our goal is to determine Israel's position regarding its maritime
border, in keeping with the principles of international maritime
law."

Israel will submit the coordinates to the United Nations later in the
week; Lebanon submitted its version of where it says the border
should lie in November.

Jerusalem approves 900 Gilo houses
JERUSALEM (JTA) – The Jerusalem municipality has approved a

controversial plan to build 900 new homes in the Gilo neighbor-
hood of eastern Jerusalem. 

The construction still must be approved by the Interior Ministry;
building would not begin for at least a couple of years. 

Approximately 40,000 Jews are now living in Gilo. 
The project, proposed in 2009, has been criticized by the Obama

administration as making it more difficult to restart negotiations
between Israel and the Palestinians, and a Palestinian Authority
spokesman said it destroys any attempt to restart the peace process. 

Nabil Abu Rudeinah, a spokesman for PA President Mahmoud
Abbas, told the Palestinian Ma’an news agency that the plan “shat-
ters any attempt to lay down foundations that can lead to a real
peace.”

Israel, Turkey at odds over flotilla report
JERUSALEM (JTA) -- Reconciliation talks between Israel and

Turkey reportedly have broken down over a United Nations report
on the May 2010 flotilla to Gaza.

The Palmer Report, completed Wednesday by a United Nations
committee headed by former New Zealand Prime Minister Geoffrey
Palmer, said Israel's naval blockade of Gaza is legal, but it criticized
Israeli naval commandos for using excessive force, the Israeli daily
Haaretz and The New York Times reported, citing unnamed sources.

Nine Turkish citizens, including a dual Turkish-U.S. citizen, were
killed when Israeli commandos boarded the Turkish-flagged Mavi
Marmara in an attempt to prevent the ship from breaching the
blockade. The Palmer Committee is scheduled to deliver the report
Thursday to U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.

The report reportedly criticized the Turkish government for its
investigation of the incident and praised Israel's Turkel Commission
for its unbiased findings. The report did not call on Israel to apolo-
gize, but did recommend that Israel express regret for the incident,
Haaretz reported.



By MYRON LOVE 
Newcomers to a commu-

nity – especially a commu-
nity in a new country – nat-
urally have a lot of ques-
tions but don’t always
know where to go for
answers. Warren Bravo, for
example, trained as a
lawyer in South Africa and
was seeking to learn more
about property law here.

Meytal Lavy, recently
arrived from Israel, is inter-
ested in going into policing
and also wanted to know
more about life in
Winnipeg.

Fernando Kapelusznik
came to Winnipeg from
Argentina in 2004 and the
electrical engineer is work-
ing in his field. But he
wanted to expand his pro-
fessional network and continue to improve his English.

All three found some of their answer by participating in the
Jewish Child and Family Service’s inaugural Yachad Mentorship
Program. 

On Monday, June 20, Kapelusznik, Lavy and Bravo joined
some of the other 12 newcomers to Winnipeg’s Jewish commu-
nity who participated in the program, and three of the 12 men-
tors in a reception, concluding the new program’s first season.
The mentors received thank you gifts, while the mentees were
given diplomas testifying to their participation

In introducing the mentors and mentees, Yachad Mentorship
Program co-ordinator Carina Blumgrund (who also hails from
Argentina) noted that she was expecting perhaps five or six new
immigrants to enrol. “We were pleasantly surprised by the number of
people who were interested in participating,” she said.

She reported that the program’s objective was to bring together
immigrants to Winnipeg’s Jewish Community with established profes-
sionals in an effort to help the immigrants find work that corresponds
to their background, training and experience. Yachad also aims at pro-
moting and fostering supportive relationships between members of the
established Jewish community and skilled newcomers and their fami-
lies.

The program consisted of a series of introductory workshops fol-
lowed by three formal one-hour sessions over the spring where men-
tors and mentees discussed the labour market and the community, and
provided feedback on how the program was working out.

“I have had many mentors both here and in Argentina,” Blumgrund
noted, “and I am happy to be able to mentor others.”

In Winnipeg, she singled out Evelyn Hecht as the mentor who was
most helpful is easing her integration into our Jewish community.
“Evelyn was a constant source of advice and help as I adapted to the
community here,” Blumgrund said.

In addressing the evening’s attendees, Meytal Lavy noted that it is
not easy making connections with people in a new community and,
for immigrants, it is even more difficult. “My mentor, Sherry Lercher
Davis, has been a major source of emotional support over the past six
months,” Lavy said, “and was able to introduce me to a number of
people in the policing field.”

Fernando Kapelusznik found his mentor in Leonard Ganetsky.
Ganetsky is also an engineer. He and Kapelusznik had met as part of
another JCFS initiative, back in 2004, that linked recently arrived
immigrants with professionals in their field. 

The focus back then was on conversation and English language
skills; this time mentors and mentees focused more on the employ-
ment/labour market aspect.

Russian-born Koren Shaposhnikov, an engineer who came to
Winnipeg from Israel last year, praised his mentor, Patricia Kovnats, for
her support in adapting to his new community. “I’m lucky to have her
as my mentor,” he says.

(Warren Bravo’s mentor was realtor Lorne Weiss.)
Emily Shane, the Jewish Child and Family Services executive direc-

tor, said that she was really happy about how the Yachad program
worked out. 

“We want to thank Carina for co-ordinating the program and the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba for funding it,” she said. “We would
like to see some of the mentees eventually become mentors.”

JCFS Yachad Mentorship Program eases integration process for newer immigrants
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Mentee FERNANDO KAPELUSZNIK
from Argentina (on left) with men-
tor LEONARD GANETSKY.

Mentee KOREN
SHAPOSHNIKOV.

CARINA BLUMGRUND (seated)
with mentor EVELYN HECHT.

Mentee WARREN BRAVO
from South Africa.Mentor SHERRY LERCHER DAVIS (on left)

with mentee MEYTAL LAVY.

Beach synagogue holds 
season-opening service July 2

At the first service of the summer, the Winnipeg Beach synagogue
(located at Camp Massad) marked the occasion with the unveiling
of a new canopy for the Aron Kodesh dedicated by Ethel and Zvi
Dil, in memory of their late daughter Elana Palay (note: None of the
pictures here were taken on Shabbat.)



Tea time is a slice of life
“Strange at the

same time how a
teapot can provide
the comforts of soli-
tude and the plea-
sures of company.” 

Quote from an
unknown author.

Recently I have lost
two of my precious aunts in Winnipeg, Aunty
Karen and Aunty Dora. 

Both ladies imbued a sense of giving and
sharing and were wonderful hosts to their
family and friends. 

I have very fond memories of spending spe-
cial time with each in their homes, where we
would chat over tea and their own particular
favourite homemade desserts. It is these
moments I will cherish.

I urge all readers to take time out of their
busy schedules and visit an aunt, cousin or
other family member and make time to have
enjoyable loving conversation over tea, cof-
fee and treats. It is often the simple things in
life that make us feel most fulfilled.

* * *
AUNTY DORA’S WALNUT SLICE

1 1/2 cup flour
1/2 cup butter
2 tbsp brown sugar

Place the above ingredients into a bowl and
with a fork blend the mixture together to
resemble crumbs. Grease lightly 9” by 9” pan
and then place crumbs into pan.
Filling:
2 eggs
1 1/2 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup coconut
2 tbsp flour
1 tsp vanilla
1/4 cup milk
1 tbsp butter
1/2 cup crushed walnuts
Few maraschino cherries cut up

Place all the ingredients in a bowl and mix
very well. Pour the above mixture on top of

the flour mixture. Bake 325 for 45 minutes.
Mixture should look a little wet when
removed from the oven.
Icing
2 to 3 tbsp butter

Add icing sugar and some milk or cereal
cream until the icing looks nice and creamy.
Add a bit of vanilla and a couple drops of
almond flavouring. Sprinkle with crushed
walnuts

* * *
BRIE CHEESE FROM AUNTY KAREN

This is just delicious for a tea party
1/2 cup melted butter
1 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup chopped pecans
1/2 cup raisins
2 apples, peeled and sliced
2 pkgs of frozen puff pastry
1 small brie cheese

Roll out 1 sheet of pastry and place on
parchment paper on top of a cookie sheet.
Slice the cheese and place it scattered on top
of the pastry. Next place the apple slices on
top. Then place the melted butter, sugar
pecans and raisins. 

Roll out the second sheet of pastry and put
on top and seal edges. 

Place pan in freezer for 15 minutes. 
Preheat oven and bake 350 for 1 hour. Slice

and serve 
* * *

CHOCOLATE CRINKLES
1/2 cup vegetable oil
4 squares unsweetened chocolate, melted
2 cups sugar
4 eggs
2 tsp vanilla
2 cups flour
2 tsp baking powder
1/2 tsp salt
1/2 to 1 cup icing sugar

Mix oil, chocolate and oil in food proces-
sor. Next add eggs and vanilla. Add the flour,
baking powder and salt.

Chill mixture several hours.

Preheat oven 350.
Drop teaspoons dough into icing sugar. Roll

in sugar. Shape into a ball. Place 2 inches
apart onto a baking sheet. 

Bake 10 to 12 minutes. Do not over bake.
Yields 6 to 7 dozen.

* * *
FOCACCIA GRILLED VEGETABLE 

SANDWICHES
Focaccia bread can be bought at your local

kosher bakery. You can use any vegetables in
any amount you choose, this is just a sugges-
tion.

Spilt a square focaccia in half and brush the
cut sides with a good quality olive oil.

Layer with grilled vegetables and fresh veg-
etables each nicely seasoned in the following
order: Grilled zucchini or summer squash,
ripe tomatoes, grilled eggplant, grilled red
peppers, fresh basil, ripe yellow tomatoes
and crumbled goat cheese.

Place on top of the bread and warm the
sandwich at 450 to melt the cheese before
serving.

Cut and place on a tiered server.

* * *
LEMON SQUARES

For the crust
2 cups flour
2/3 cup powdered sugar
1 cup unsalted butter at room temperature 

Place the flour and sugar in the food
processor and pulse 1 or 2 times. Distribute
the butter pieces over the top of the flour,
process mixtures until it resembles fine meal.
Remove from processor and let rest 30 min-
utes. 

Preheat oven 375.
For the Topping
6 eggs 
2 1/2 cup sugar
1/2 cup flour
1 cup lemon juice
5 cups shredded coconut

Place the crust dough on a greased 12 by
18 cookie sheet.
Chill for 5 minutes.
Bake for 15 minutes
until pale brown.

A whisk is a set of
bulb shaped metal
wires attached to a
handle and comes in
a variety of sizes. A
balloon whisk tool is
use to incorporate
air into a mixture.

In a large bowl
whisk the eggs add
the sugar and con-
tinue whisking.
Continue and add
the flour, and lemon
juice.

When the base is
ready then add the
coconut and whisk
again because the
coconut sinks to the
bottom.

Pour the mixture
over the crust and
spread evenly.

Bake 375 25 min-
utes.

Remove from the
oven and cool com-
pletely.

Cut into bars 20 to
24.
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A worthwhile, but tough read
The Arab Lobby
The Invisible Alliance that Undermines
America’s Interests in the Middle East
By Mitchell Bard
HarperCollins Publishers, New York, 2010,
412 pages
Reviewed by JOSEPH LEVEN

In 2007 Harvard professor John
Mearsheimer and University of Chicago pro-
fessor Stephen Walt brought out their best-
selling book, The Israel Lobby and U.S.
Foreign Policy. This very controversial book
had, as its thesis, that there exists in the
United States an Israel lobby which wields
great power and which diverts America away
from acting in its own self-interest, in favour
of acting on behalf of Israel. The Israel Lobby
was roundly criticized by many scholars,
academics and former government officials
and was endorsed by Osama bin Laden. 

Three years later prolific author Mitchell
Bard has countered Mearsheimer and Bard
with his own study, titled The Arab Lobby. In
this book Baird sets out to show that there
exists an Arab lobby in the United States
which, in many ways, is even more success-
ful than the Israel lobby in influencing
American policy, but which has succeeded
in operating very quietly and “under the
radar”. 

The Arab Lobby did not become a best sell-
er. This is unfortunate because Mitchell Bard
makes a pretty good case. He has really done his research and knows what he
is talking about. Sadly he has not written a very readable book. One reviewer
has described it as being ‘dense with information’ and that is an understate-
ment. The pages are packed full with the names of people and organizations,
one tumbling over the next. The index is twenty pages long. The reader is
impressed with Bard’s knowledge of his subject, but reading his book is a slog,
a worthwhile slog no doubt, but a slog nonetheless.

Having said that, there are several messages that resonate loud and clear:
Most successful Arab lobbying in the United States has been conducted by

Saudi Arabia and by its allies, the big oil companies. Much of this activity has
been aimed at keeping the country’s rulers in power and immune to American
criticism.

The State Department has long been a bastion of pro-Arab, pro-Saudi, anti-
Israel sentiment. There is a revolving door between State and the well-paid lob-
byist jobs in Washington, as former pro-Arab senior government employees
move on to serve Arab interests more directly.

Arab-Americans have been largely unsuccessful in organizing themselves
and have mainly concerned themselves with Israel-bashing. There is as little
unity among Arab-Americans as there is among the Arab nations whence they
came.

Many of the mainstream Christian churches have allied themselves with the
Arab cause and against Israel. Underlying this attitude is the belief “that
Christianity has replaced Judaism, the Jews are no longer God’s chosen peo-
ple, and that God does not have specific future plans for the nation of Israel.”

The Arab lobby, mainly the Saudis, has been tremendously successful in tak-
ing over large swaths of American campuses to advance their pro-Arab, anti-
Israel agenda.

This last point is particularly troubling. Bard states that “the Arab lobby’s
takeover of the classrooms has been slow and quiet, and perhaps more suc-
cessful than any other campaign it has conducted in the United States.” In par-
ticular, the Middle East Studies faculties of many of the most prestigious uni-
versities in America have been hijacked through a steady infusion of Saudi and
Gulf state funding. Carnegie Mellon has received at least $111 million;
Georgetown $60 million; Harvard $42 million; Virginia $29 million; Cornell
$11 million. This money has been used to set up programs and chairs manned
by Arab or pro-Arab faculty. 

The 3000-member Middle East Studies Association is focused almost entire-
ly on Israel and the Palestinian issue. Many of the classes taught by these
departments have become forums for Israel-bashing where other points of view
are not tolerated. Courses are being offered with names such as ‘The Politics
and Poetics of Palestinian Resistance’ (Berkeley), ‘Living under Occupation’
(Clemson), and ‘Society under Occupation’ (Princeton). If challenged, the pro-
fessors routinely shield themselves behind the banner of academic freedom. 

The Arab Lobby is not a pleasant read for supporters of Israel, for although
the United Sates is, rightfully, regarded as Israel’s main ally in a very anti-Israel
world, that relationship is under intense pressure by increasingly sophisticated
Arab nations which have brought the fight right into America’s backyard.
Mitchell Bard has done a great service by bringing this information out into the
open and documenting it thoroughly. 

(The Arab Lobby is available at the Winnipeg Public Library.)

The Arab lobby, mainly
the Saudis, has been

tremendously success-
ful in taking over large
swathes of American
campuses to advance
their pro-Arab, anti-

Israel agenda.

Meshugah for Zumba
By DEBORAH HIRSCH

PHILADELPHIA (Jewish Exponent) -- At age 54, Esther
Goldberg has danced in front of 46,000 people at a sold-out
Phillies game and behind a casino bar wearing little more
than a see-through mesh shirt over a sparkly bra.

This is what Zumba can do to an otherwise mild-mannered
masseuse and yoga instructor from Northeast Philadelphia.

If you haven't heard about Zumba yet, Goldberg will clam-
or to tell you how the Latin-inspired dance fitness phenome-
non can not only get you in shape but truly change your life.

As Goldberg put it, "You never know where it will take
you."

Sound a little cultish? It is.
I can say that because I, too, fell prey to the Zumba addic-

tion and have been teaching it since February 2010.
Of course, Zumba has evolved quite a bit since 2001, when

creator Beto Perez, a Colombian aerobics instructor living in
Miami, pulled out some salsa music he had in his backpack
as a desperate substitution for the formatted fitness tracks
he'd forgotten.

In 2005, Perez began licensing instructors to bring his for-
mat to their local health clubs. By now, Zumba has morphed
into a kind of international cultural showcase, with 12 mil-
lion people taking classes in 110,000 locations around the
world, according to the company's website.

Goldberg found Zumba, with its loud, quick, "out there"
moves, a perfect counterbalance to the other forms of dance
and yoga she'd been teaching since she was a teenager. What
started as one class at Congregation Adath Jeshurun in Elkins
Park, Pa., quickly expanded to four, not counting the yoga she
was already teaching there.

"People like to move their bodies but often feel like they
can't dance since they didn't have training or they feel self-
conscious," Goldberg said. With catchy music and repetitive
steps, "Zumba eliminates that."

Because of the Jewish setting, Goldberg continued, it's easy
to throw in "Hava Nagila" or other Jewish songs, talk about
upcoming holidays or joke about how much everyone ate at
Chanukah.

"My name is so Jewish, it's like I'm more comfortable fitting
in," Goldberg explained. 

Growing up, instructor Donna Harris just wanted to dance
on Broadway.

"My Jewish mother wouldn't hear of it," said Harris, 62.
So instead, she attended Temple University and became a

teacher. After retiring in 2008, the "frustrated dancer" finally
got her chance to cut loose.

"While many of my friends went to Hadassah meetings,
knitting circles and mahjongg games, I was Zumba-ing like
there was no tomorrow," said Harris, of Northeast
Philadelphia.

The best part, she said, was seeing the older population she
targeted coming out of their shells during class.

"Whatever is going on in their lives," Harris said, "Zumba
helps them deal with it."

She can relate to that. Instead of dwelling on ailments that
threatened to slow her down -- cervical cancer, depression, a
non-malignant brain tumor, emphysema and severe hearing
loss -- she concentrated on dancing.

Darcy Silvers, a copywriter and instructor from Holland,
Pa., said she wouldn't be surprised if the fact that she grew
up listening and dancing to Hebrew songs made her quicker
to hop on the Zumba bandwagon. Plus, she said, the format
is  similar to Israeli dancing -- both associate each part of a
song with a unique movement.

"To me it's like perfect because I get paid to exercise,"
Silvers said, adding that it's also a great way for women
approaching menopause like her to help stave off weight gain
and other side effects that come with that stage of life.

In folk dancing, Silvers said, the choreography tends to be
more intricate and less athletic. She wanted to sweat, and
Zumba certainly made that happen.

"As someone who loves to dance but not exercise, it
seemed like a godsend to me during a time when I was des-
perately trying to lose weight."

"Zumba doesn't judge based on age, weight, gender,"
Silvers said. "It's for everyone." Kate Nolt, a fitness consultant
seeking a doctorate in kinesiology at Temple University, said
she expects interest in Zumba will eventually die down like
other fitness trends. Still, she agreed with Goldberg, who
insisted that "there's too many people who love it and
instructors who love it" for it to disappear soon.



Warm-up act at Y Sports Dinner outshines headliner
An interesting

turnabout occurred
at the 39th “Y”
Sports Dinner on
June 23rd at the
Winnipeg Conven-
tion Center that was
attended by more
than 1300 patrons
who came to wor-

ship at the shrine of National Football
League Hall of Fame QB Joe Montana.

And why wouldn’t the throng idolize the
gifted athlete who is probably among the
top three signal callers of all time? (Discuss
among yourselves.) 

“Joe Cool” in his 16-year career (two of
which he played with Kansas City Chiefs)
led the San Francisco 49ers to four Super
Bowl victories and won 70 per cent of all
the games he started. Not to mention that
he is the all-time NFL leader in quarter-
back ratings at 93.4%. 

Oh, he also brought excitement to the gridiron! The man who
endured countless injuries (torn elbow tendon, broken fingers,
cracked ribs, a separated shoulder, and a ruptured disc) while on his
merry way to being honoured in the hallowed halls of Canton, Ohio
was famously the author of the late-game comeback. 

Unfortunately, being the headliner at a popular well-attended func-
tion, has one major drawback. You are virtually guaranteed to be sit-
ting impatiently at the head table among total strangers for upwards of
three hours because you’re not the appetizer on the dinner menu;
you’re the dessert. 

And while you’re squirming in your seat, you suddenly realize that
taking the snap from centre while an all-out opposition blitz is immi-
nent in the final seconds of the game, that those smash-mouth line-
backers appear more as long-time friends and confidantes by com-
parison with the awaiting diners whom you pray will sit politely atten-
tive whilst you deliver your motivational speech. 

We’ve all been to concerts and other such entertainments where a
warm-up act is hired for a more modest fee and brought on stage to
help extend the evening so that souvenir, raffle, and beer sales may
further contribute to the proceeds of the event. 

Well, on this rare occasion, the warm-up act was a talented
American comedian named Alonzo Bodden, who was hardly a con-
solation award; rather more like the top banana. 

He describes his own material as “cynically good-natured, in an
angry black suburban kind of way”. 

He also tells us in his bio: “What can I say, the stupid out there is
wearing me down.” The former teacher of airplane mechanics was
once laid off, attended comedy class in the interim, and went on to
make a stage name for himself. 

A former winner of NBC’s “Last Comic Standing,” who also had roles
in several movies, soon had the audience in the palm of his hand.
Careful preparation on his part demonstrated that Alonzo was no
bozo. He was totally familiar with our province’s goings-on plus other
current events of the day. 

To wit: “The Vancouver riot? I watched it on TV. I thought it was cute;
I’m from Los Angeles.”

Standing with his back to the seated keynote speaker, he noted:
“First time a black man is standing in front of Joe Montana and not
protecting him!”

Then there was the barb about Jewish Congressman Anthony Weiner
from Brooklyn, the latest politician who had to resign due to a sex
scandal after exchanging nude photos of himself with women:

“What was Weiner thinking? QB Brent Favre was an NFL quarter-
back and it didn’t work for him.” 

“What’s the big deal,” continued Alonzo, “ If I had turned on my
computer and saw that a woman sent me a nude photo of herself, “
I’d have shouted, ‘There is a God after all !’ “

And so it went for at least a half-hour, and it was the first time I had
ever been at a “Y” dinner or anywhere else for that matter where the
warm-up act drew a standing ovation. 

Now, who was going to have to follow a tough act? Esteemed and
multi-award winning sportscaster Bob Picken then came to the podi-
um and eloquently introduced the not-so- ordinary Joe who retired
from pro football in 1995. 

He hadn’t even begun to speak when he was welcomed with
applause by his rising devotees. Montana strolled, or was it paced ner-
vously back and forth with microphone in hand, upon a raised plat-
form and delivered, essentially, what resembled a motivational speech
at a conference of jaded teachers, surgeons, or lawyers. 

His inspira-
tional talk
dealt primarily
with how he
m a n a g e d ,
against all
odds, to reach
the pinnacle of
his career. 

“Preparation,
work ethic,
and trust”
were key
themes of his
presentation,
which was fol-
lowed at the
end by a wel-
come question-
answer session
of ten minutes
duration.

Montana shared with us that it’s the little things that count in life.
There are small things we learn along the way that appear to be triv-
ial and of little significance, but later on prove to be unpredictably
beneficial. 

Joe explained that no matter where you work, it is important to treat
the people next to you with respect and to show loyalty, whether you
like them or not. Team play wins football games. 

“Head Coach Bill Walsh taught us that this is what the game is all
about. He brought in people who all thought alike. We didn’t have a
lot of ‘me’ people. You all had to believe in the same thing; 80 per cent
is mental preparation and the remainder is athleticism,” he explained.

Joe also informed that Walsh, who called most of their plays,
changed his whole thought process. “I tried to run the plays, about
150 kinds, through my mind and we used only about 35 of them in a
game.”

Montana never failed to appreciate where he had come from and
where it got him.

“Sunday afternoon in the fall is one of the most exciting days of your
life. Why do you think Brett Favre wanted to play so long?” 

According to the headliner, perhaps the best QB he saw play in his
time was Dan Marino who could make all kinds of plays, but he did-
n’t really like to compare the signal callers “because they’re all differ-
ent.” 

Both of Joe’s boys are quarterbacks, but he had to hire a coach
“cause they didn’t want to listen to me,” he laughed.

In a surprise revelation, Montana shared that when he was at Notre
Dame as a freshman, he was a seventh stringer. 

“You get a little bit disheartened,” he said. “It takes (however) just
one play (to get you noticed) and you have to prepare yourself all the
time (to be ready) when it happens because you just don’t know when
it’ll come again.” 

From an entertainment standpoint, call it a draw between Bodden
and Montana. The former made ‘em laugh and the latter, ponder life’s
lessons. My informal straw vote following the proceedings gave the
funny man a split-decision. Go figure.

Post Patter: The audience showed its’ appreciation of the very tal-
ented anthems’ singer Justin Odwak and pianist Tatyana Smolyaninov
with a loud ovation. It was as if we were all attending a concert.

The 2011 Jewish Athlete of the Year award went to wrestler Caleb
Rutner, 16, who prevailed over three other gems – Mitch Billinkoff
(table tennis) a former winner; golfer Mindy Lichtman; and marathon
runner deluxe Reesa Simmonds. 

The 2010-11 League Champions of the Maccabiah Hockey League,
Atlas Property Management, was recognized and the Heart and Soul
Award recipient was the personable Steve Promislow. 

The honourees this year were Bob and Cathy Tallman and Harvey
Tallman, founders of the Tallman Foundation. The family is the driving
force behind an organization focused on educational and community
needs in Winnipeg’s North End.

Don’t know if you’re jealous, but on the following day in Calgary the
JCC 22nd sports dinner was held with the headliner being the some-
times cantankerous basketball star of yesteryear, Dennis Rodman, who
will be inducted this year into the Hall of Fame in Springfield, Mass. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and
covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports
to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-
mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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JOE MONTANA,
headliner at Y Sports
Dinner: “…80 per
cent is mental prepa-
ration and the remain-
der is athleticism.”

Comedian ALONZO BODDEN seated in the mid-
dle at the NBC-TV show which he won. He was
the entertainer at the “Y” Sports Dinner on June
21st. 
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Former Winnipegger Rafi Kleiman at forefront of renewable energy development
This past February, Rafael

Kleiman led a delegation of
Canadians to the Eilat-Eilot
Renewable Energy Conference
in Eilat, Israel.

The native of Winnipeg, who
was visiting family members
here in late June, was
impressed with what he experi-

enced. 
“It was an extraordinary event,” said Professor

Kleiman, a specialist in solar cell technology, who
teaches in the Engineering Physics department at
McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario.

“The Israelis have a lot of fire and enthusiasm to devel-
op new companies. They’re in the race to develop low
cost and high efficiency solar cells.”

The development of viable sustainable energy
resources is arguably the most pressing technological
demand of our time due to the high monetary and envi-
ronmental costs of fossil fuel usage, says Kleiman on the
McMaster University website.

“The depletion of supplies has significantly increased
their cost and the concomitant burning has led to rapid
and dramatic signs of climate change,” he writes. 

“The associated pollutants have had increasingly
severe effects on public health. None of these problems
will be solved without the development of a clean sustainable energy
supply. The stability of our economies, climate and health are depend-
ing on a technical solution to this unfolding crisis.”

Kleiman, who attended Talmud Torah Hebrew School and Joseph
Wolinsky Collegiate, was hired by McMaster University in 2003 after
working at Bell Labs in Murray Hill, New Jersey for 11 years, notes
biographical information. 

“My research program is a multi-faceted effort to develop high effi-
ciency and low cost photovoltaic devices,” said the soft spoken
Kleiman, 51, a married father of two young daughters, during an inter-
view at his parents’ home in West Kildonan on June 27.

“The technical issues with solar cells are their efficiency and cost to

compete with other technologies,”
explained Kleiman. 

“So, those are two directions being
pursued – making cells more efficient
and at a lower cost. The standard tech-
nology used now is silicon solar cells and
their efficiency is 18 percent. We should
be striving for much higher numbers.”

He pointed out that the cost of solar
cells is currently not really low enough to
compete with fossil fuels in most places
in the world.

“In Canada, our energy prices are very
low, so it makes it harder for alternative
energies to compete,” said Kleiman,
adding that nanotechnology – the engi-
neering of functional systems at the mol-
ecular scale – is now being used to help
create this new generation of more effi-
cient and affordable solar cells. 

“But, in Italy, for example, solar power
is already cost competitive. Every single
country has a different relationship to
energy supplies.”

And, silicon, for scientific reasons, can
never be more than 30 percent efficient
in converting sunlight to electrical

power, he added.
“So, myself and others are developing other kinds of cells that can

capture more of the sun’s energy,” continued Kleiman, who men-
tioned that he has 14 graduate students (Masters and PhD) working in
his lab.

“There’s a tremendous amount of expertise in this area of science.
People have made rapid gains in the past few years. A race is on to
develop lower cost and higher efficiency solar cells. It feels exciting to
do something that will help people make the world a better place.”
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RAFAEL KLEIMAN: “A race is on to
develop lower cost and higher effi-
ciency solar cells. It feels exciting to
do something that will help people
make the world a better place.”

Start a new one-year subscription to

or, if you are already a subscriber,
give a one-year gift subscription

for only $41.04 and we will
give you 2 tickets to see 

Kayla Gordon’s production of

Call  694-3332 
and order your 

subscription today!

Saturday, July 23 or Sunday, July 24 
at Prairie Theatre Exchange

*Hurry - offer valid only as long as our 
supply of tickets lasts
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U.S. State Dept. to study Saudi texts
WASHINGTON (JTA) -- The U.S. State Department is launching a

study of Saudi textbooks to determine their reach and whether they
promote intolerance.

The department's Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights will com-
mission experts to examine textbooks for bigoted depictions of non-
Muslims, including anti-Semitic tropes, Hannah Rosenthal, the State
Department's envoy to combat anti-Semitism, told JTA.

She confronted Saudi officials with examples of anti-Semitic state-
ments in the kingdom's texts used as far afield in Saudi-funded
schools in Pakistan and Argentina.

In one instance she cited, Jews are described as the spawn of
"monkeys and pigs." Saudi officials told Rosenthal that such texts are
no longer in use, but that if her department could uncover instances
of intolerance in books being used, they would be altered.

Rosenthal said such a study was in its planning stages and would
assess which countries have schools using the textbooks, as well as
whether the texts promote intolerance. She said the grantees that
would carry out the study had yet to be selected.

Portman baby's name reportedly is Aleph
(JTA) -- The baby boy born

last month to Jewish actress
Natalie Portman and her
fiance Benjamin Millepied
reportedly was named
Aleph.

The name was reported
Wednesday by People mag-
azine, citing an unnamed
source. Portman's represen-
tatives have not confirmed
the name.

Aleph is the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
The boy is the first child for the couple, who met on the set of

"Black Swan." Portman, 30, won an Academy Award as best actress
for her portrayal of a disturbed ballet dancer in the film.

She was born Natalie Hershlag in Jerusalem; Portman is her grand-
mother's maiden name.



Winnipegger Ahava Halpern’s fascinating journey to a series of Arab countries

When you pick your next
holiday destination, it is
unlikely that travel to Arab
countries will be high on your
list. Yet, that is exactly what
Ahava Halpern recently did.
She and a couple of her female
relatives went in January, 2011
to places not typical to the itin-
erary of Jewish women. These
travel hot spots – and at least
one of them has since that time
become quite hot, included the
United Arab Emirates, Syria and
Jordan, as well as Israel. What
motivated Ahava to venture
where few would dare to go?

For starters, in Ahava, wife of
Frank Lavitt and daughter of
Sid and Esther Halpern, you
have a lady who is by profes-
sion and occupation a bit
unconventional. She has been,
over her working career, both a
dance choreographer and a tax
consultant and, in fact, did
both for a period of time simul-
taneously. She is versatile and
certainly has an appetite for art
and beauty, as was evidenced by the art and
sculpture in her home. Her taste is eclectic and
reflects a woman who knows what she wants.

The three women, spanning an age gap of
over thirty years, all got along and even more
importantly shared physical characteristics.
They were all of fair complexion and did not, on
the face of it, seem Jewish. Their passports had
no indication of Israel on them; that would
come after. Ahava spent nine days in the Arab
lands with her relatives and then alone for a
couple of weeks in Israel visiting friends. They
wanted to try some new countries in Arab lands
where there is a great deal of history. Some of
the countries have moderate tourism, while oth-
ers have a significant tourism industry. Because
they had previously traveled to Egypt and
Turkey, they chose other places, all close to
Israel. They were seasoned travelers and wanted
a mix of ultra-modern experience and ancient
history including Jewish history.

In Abu Dhabi, the ladies enjoyed the white
powder beaches and blue skies. At the Abu
Dhabi United Arab Emirates Heritage Village,
Ahava imagined how the cultural terrain might
have looked in biblical times with animals,
water wells and tents. In Dubai, what was most
striking was the view from the observatory of
the tallest tower in the world watching historical
boats sail along a tributary similar in size to the
Red River.

From there the women took a flight to
Damascus, Syria. The trip to Syria also included
a day excursion to the Roman ruins of Baalbek,
Lebanon. They crossed the border from Syria
into Lebanon by car with a tour guide and
found the Baalbek Roman sights to be in very
good condition. Ahava was fascinated to see the
Temple of Bacchus in its entirety. The other
noticeable part of this Lebanon visit was the
blaring noise of a religious cleric’s voice over
loud speakers throughout the town for the dura-
tion of their tour. But, it was Syria and
Damascus in particular, of the cities visited, that
were the most captivating to Ahava. In

Damascus Ahava was prepared as
she had read Judy Feld Carr’s book
regarding the Syrian Jews’ situation in
the 1990’s. She had met with friends
whose families could be traced back
to Allepo, Syria and she had read
much on-line prior to the trip. Thus, it
was no surprise to Ahava that she was
fascinated by the National Museum of
Damascus. Among the various antiq-
uities, she also saw the Euro-Duropos
Synagogue under renovation.

From Damascus, the group went
with a driver to Amman, Jordan and
on the way they inspected the Roman
sights of Basra. They spent a day in
Amman, but did not find it as appeal-
ing or colourful as Damascus. What
they did like about Amman was the
fact that on the airplane on the way
there they heard Hebrew spoken – a
welcome sound

Now, Ahava was quite clear that her
stays were not punishing in any way
and certainly not with respect to the hotels they
stayed in – after all, the Intercontinental in the
U.A.E and Tel Aviv and the Four Seasons in
Jordan and Syria are very good hotels that most
people would jump at to be a guest. And Ahava
was quite clear that the three of them walked
around in Damascus with no fear. Even when
walking about through the Damascus main
market in the old city, people were friendly,
stores welcoming and the ladies were never
accosted. Still, what they saw was, as Ahava put
it, remarkable and the three women walked
around with no fear. Yet, it did give then pause
to read (after their trip had concluded) an article
regarding Damascus tourism in Vogue
Magazine, that members of Hamas frequently
meet at the posh hotel lounge in the Four
Seasons Hotel.

What made this trip work was that even
though they were in foreign lands, they did have
knowledgeable guides, they stayed at well-
known established hotels, and were a compati-

ble group. It also helped that the Arab lands visit
finished in Israel so there was a climax to the
trip. Most of all, Ahava and her relatives had
what might be described as perfect timing. Had
this trip been a month later, it would not have
taken place, as the turmoil in the Middle East
and, in particular, Syria, would have been an
absolute no-no for them. After the trip had
ended, they did receive a warning from the
Canadian Embassy that travel to Syria should be
avoided

In Israel, Ahava was able to take in the histor-
ical setting of Jerusalem, enjoy gourmet restau-
rants and even purchase a limited edition metal
wall sculpture by Israeli artist David Gerstein. To
reflect her dance background, she attended at
the Suzanne Dellal Dance Centre, and there
saw the works of well known dance companies.
Thus, even with the new experience of the Arab
lands, Ahava was quite clear about one thing-
Israel was the favourite part of her trip.
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By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN
This coming Thursday, July 19,

is a fast day. It corresponds to the
Jewish date of Tammuz 17,
which is the beginning of the
“Three Weeks of Mourning,” the
saddest period of the Jewish cal-
endar. On this day the military
forces of Rome breached the
walls of Jerusalem. During the
ensuing three weeks, the
Romans fought through the
streets of Jerusalem, murdering
and pillaging. At the end of three
weeks, on Av 9th, they set fire to
the Holy Temple and took the
remaining Jews into captivity.

On the first day of the Three Weeks, we fast from the break of dawn
(in Winnipeg it’s quite early, 3:12 a.m.) until nightfall when it is com-
pletely dark (in Winnipeg at 10:13 p.m.). The last day of the three
weeks is stricter; the fast begins at sunset from the preceding day and
continues until dark on the next day.

During the three weeks, we do not attend weddings or celebrations
and do not take haircuts. And for the final nine days of the Three
Weeks, we do not swim or eat meat except for Shabbat.

Underneath the gloom and sorrow, one can sense an undercurrent

of hope and joy. One does not mourn a tragedy that took
place almost two thousand years ago. We do mourn
tragedies, but eventually life must go on. People reconcile
themselves somewhat to their losses and then go on to
rebuild their lives. So why do we Jews mourn the destruc-
tion of the Temple for so many years?

It is because we have not lost hope. We still firmly believe
in rebuilding Jewish life to its full capacity, both materially
and spiritually. We pray three times daily for the rebuilding
of the Holy Temple and the ingathering of all Jews back to
Israel.

Let’s draw a parallel from the situation of a personal
tragedy, as cited above. It is only when a person is already
dead, that we gradually come to terms with the irretrievable
loss. Eventually, we cease mourning and return to ordinary
living. But, as long as a person is still alive and there still is

hope, the sorrow does not end. On the contrary, it spurs us on to
action. We do all that is possible to save that life.

Judaism is very much alive. It has survived these almost two thou-
sand years of Exile. Jews will all return to living a full Jewish life and
the Temple will be rebuilt and the key to this is in our hands. If we do
not despair, do not
give up hope, but act
vigorously to grow in
our observance and
knowledge of
Judaism, we will then
merit the Redemption.
And then, as stated in
the Prophets (the
Zechariah 8:19),
“These days of mourn-
ing will be trans-
formed to days of joy.”
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Torah Comment

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, July 15. Candle lighting: 9:14. Mincha: 9:10. Schacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 9:15.

Shabbat ends: 10:21. Sunday morning service: 9:00. Morning service: 8:00.
Mincha/Maariv service for the week of July 17-21: 9:10.

July 19 Fast Day. Fast begins at 3:12 a.m., ends at 10:13 p.m.
Friday, July 22. Candle lighting: 9:07. Mincha: 9:05. Schacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 9:05.

Shabbat ends: 10:11. Mincha/Maariv service for the week of July 24-28: 9:05.
Friday, July 3 Rosh Chodesh Tammuz.
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers tradition-

al Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is
saying kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, July 15 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting

9:14 p.m. Saturday, July 16 - Pinchas - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30
p.m. Shabbat ends 10:21 p.m. Sunday, July 17 - morning service 9:00 a.m.

Monday, July 18-Thursday, July 21 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday, July 19 Fast Day. Begin fast 3:12 a.m., end fast 10:13 p.m.

Friday, July 22 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting
9:07 p.m. Saturday, July 23 - Mattot - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30
p.m. Shabbat ends 10:11 p.m. Sunday, July 24 - morning service 9:00 a.m.

Monday, July 25-Thursday, July 28 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK

561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue

office. 
Friday, July 15. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service

5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 9:15 p.m.
Shabbat, July 16 - Parashat Pinchas. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00

p.m.; Havdallah 10:14 p.m.
Friday, July 22. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service

5:30 p.m.; Kabbalat Shabbat Alive! with Keyboard 7:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 9:07 p.m.
Shabbat, July 23 - Parashat Matot. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00

p.m.; Havdallah 10:06 p.m.
Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Canadian Holidays

9:00 a.m. Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat
Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297

Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and

Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting for Friday,  July 15, no later than 9:14 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at

8:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Pinchas. Mincha Service at

9:15 p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:21 p.m.
Fast of 17th of Tammuz-  Tuesday , July 19  - Fast begins at 3:12 a.m. Fast ends: 10:13

p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv Services at 9:10 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, July 22  no later than 9:07 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat

Shabbat at  8:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Matot. Mincha  service- 9:10

p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:11 p.m.
Daily Mincha/ Maariv Services at 9:00 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be

holding: on Friday, July 15 at 6:15 p.m. Lay led by Ariel Lee. Friday, July 22 at 6:15 p.m.
Lay led.

WINNIPEG BEACH SYNAGOGUE
(at Camp Massad)

Services every Shabbat beginning at 9:00 a.m. Everyone welcome.

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

ASPHALT REPAIR
D.S.S. Driveway
Sealcoat Service

Asphalt Driveways & Lots
Asphalt over concrete

Asphalt repairs
Sealcoating

Hot rubberized crack filling
Landscaping repairs

Free estimates
Call Alvin Merinuk

334-2024

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Piano, Guitar & Voice
Studio

 Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 489-9048.

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

MUSIC LESSONS

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

Advertise  in

The Jewish Post &

News

Call 694-3332

for information.

Tammy is an experienced
piano teacher with a gift for

teaching adults. She is
seeking daytime students.

Call 488-3662.
Why wait any longer?

The music is within you!

PRIVATE PIANO LESSONS

Leak & Basement repairs,
Window Wells, Chimney
Leaks, Weeping Tiles,

Sidewalks & Porch Leaks
Telepost Adjustments

Call 415-6737

REPAIRS

U.S.. Condoo Rental

Beautiful 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom ground level condo with

double garage in Cathedral Canyon Country Club (Palm

Springs) is available for rent this winter (Nov, Dec, Jan,

Feb, & April). This unit is only steps away from the heated

pool and hot tub.

It has been extensively remodeled.

Enjoy the great location, close to shopping, restaurants,

and golf.

Call Elaine at (204)) 955-2483 for more information.

SYNAGOGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

Three Weeks 
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
When sending in Obituaries or Yahrzeits, please
ensure they are either typewritten or legibly printed,
doublespaced. We will not guarantee publication
of material that comes in that we cannot read.

delandes

ad #1

garry’s deli
2x1

KAREN WISE
(nee ISMAN)

It is with great sadness
that the family of Karen
Wise announces her pass-
ing on Monday June 6,
2011 in Winnipeg after a
short battle with lung can-
cer.  Karen will be greatly
missed and lovingly re-
membered by her hus-
band Julius; her three chil-
dren and their spouses,
Gavin and Brigitte, Sherri
and Guy, and Debbie and

Elliott; her four grandchildren, Justin, Dillon, Eden
and Samuel; her sister, Evelyn; brothers-in-law and
sisters-in-law; her many nieces and nephews; and
many friends. Karen was predeceased by her sisters
Gail, Bunny and Ruth, in blessed memory.

Karen was born on February 8, 1945 in Kipling,
Saskatchewan, where her father David Isman was the
mayor.  She was educated in Kipling and graduated
from Kipling high school.  Karen moved to Winnipeg
to attend the School of Dental Hygiene at the Univer-
sity of Manitoba where she graduated with honors
with the first graduating class.  Karen married Dr.
Julius Wise in 1965 and together they had three won-
derful children.

Karen’s most important job was as a devoted wife to
her husband, to whom she was married for 46 years,
mother to her three children, sister, aunt to her many
nieces and nephews and friend to many.  She always
hosted Passover, High Holiday gatherings and Sunday
night dinners and enjoyed the task of preparing for
these occasions.  Karen was a loving Baba to her
grandchildren and they always looked forward to
spending time together.  Baba always sent cinnamon
hearts on Valentines Day, Hamantashen on Purim and
Chanukah cookies.

Karen was an active member of many community
organizations.  She was a member of the Board of
Directors at the Shaarey Zedek and a Co-President of
its Sisterhood.  She was also very involved with the
Hadassah-Wizo Council of Winnipeg.  She volun-
teered for  the Combined Jewish Appeal, Meals on
Wheels, Winnipeg Harvest and many other worth-
while charities.

The Wise family would like to thank her many
friends and family who were there for her during her
illness and who have continued to be so supportive.
We are all so appreciative.  Those wishing to make a
donation in Karen’s memory may so do to the Chil-
dren’s Hospital Foundation of Manitoba, Child Life
Department at www.goodbear.mb.ca or to another
charity of their choosing.

THOMAS HERSH HALPRIN
It is with much sadness

that we announce the
death of Tom Halprin on
Thursday, May 19, 2011
at Vancouver General
Hospital. Tom fought a
very valiant fight with
cancer. He died peace-
fully with his wife Sandra,
nieces Rokie and Megan,
and nephews Dave and
Bob Bernstein at his side.

Born to parents Irving
and Sadie Halprin, Tom
grew up at 104 Matheson
Ave in the north end. Tom

was a definite Matheson Avenue boy. He is survived by
his brothers; Len and Herb Halprin; his adored wife
Sandra; step children Richard, Howard and Nathan
Ryant; and grandchildren; Jeremy, Bradley, and Cayla,
and nieces and nephews; Rokie, Josh, David, Megan,
Marty, Irv and Phil - who will all miss him dearly.

Tom was born in Winnipeg on January 6, 1935. He
graduated with a BSC in Biology in 1963. He travelled
the world and was the consummate explorer. Tom
married Sandra Goldberg Ryant on September 18, 1987.
Together they continued to adventure to and explore the
four corners of the planet. They loved to play bridge and
spend time with family and their many friends.

Family was very important to Tom. He spent much
time with his nieces and nephews who affectionately
called him Uncle Tom or T.H. He wanted to know his
roots, and so visited various family members to collect
stories. The result – Thank you Zaida: a wonderful book,
a fabulous gift and a great treasure for the whole family.

Tom was a renaissance man; a gifted artist, talented
sculptor, amazing gold and silversmith, and a lover of
all things beautiful. He saw the beauty and glory of
nature everywhere. His painting of trees and forests are
outstanding.

A celebration of Tom’s life and memorial service
was held Thursday, July 14, 2011 in the lounge of the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue.

BETTE MAZO
It is with great sadness

that the family of Bette
Mazo announces her
passing, on Monday, June
27, 2011, at the age of 83
years.

Bette will be forever
remembered by her hus-
band Jack, and their chil-
dren, Arnie, Michael, and
Debbie; their grandchil-
dren Zachary, Aaron, and
Levi; their daughters-in-
law Lucille (Arnie) and
Alma (Michael) as well
as extended family and

many dear friends.
Bette was born in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. Her

parents Meyer and Gertie Stuart moved the family to
Winnipeg a few years later, where Bette grew up and
eventually met Jack, her husband of 63 years. She was
a loving wife, a supportive and nurturing mother and
grandmother, and a trusted friend. She brought a warmth
and passion to the family dinners through incredible
Friday night meals involving chicken soup with ‘spe-
cial rice,’ brisket, and the much anticipated lemon
meringue pie.

Bette was warm, generous and made friends easily.
She had an active social life that included regular
lunches with friends where she would talk passionately
about her children‘s and grandchildren‘s successes.
She enjoyed playing Mah-jong in the basement of the
family home. Her children would sit at the top of the
stairs listening to the clanking of the Mah-jong pieces
mixed with laughter and stimulating conversation.
Bette had a wonderful touch in the garden. Her yard
was a place of great beauty and peace. Bette loved to try
new things and would take classes in drawing, philoso-
phy, and crafts. She showed a creative flair through her
knitting, making sweaters and scarves for her children
and grandchildren. As well, she used her computer to
artistically design distinctive greeting cards to cel-
ebrate family birthdays, anniversaries, and special oc-
casions. She would always find a way to bring a
wonderful warmth and intimacy to family celebra-
tions. Bette was also devoted to her community through
a leadership position in ORT (President) and a lifelong
membership in Hadassah.

The family would like to thank the wonderful doc-
tors, nurses and professional staff of the 4th floor,
Victoria Hospital, for their compassionate care during
Bette‘s last days.

We will always hold you dear to our hearts, remem-
bering you as a devoted wife, dedicated mother and
loving grandmother.

Graveside services and interment were held on
Wednesday, June 29th at the Rosh Pina Cemetery.
Pallbearers were Zachary Mazo, Aaron Mazo, Marvin
Perlman, David Perlman, Steven Horowitz, and Sam
Klieman.

Donations may be made to the National Pancreatic
Cancer Canada Foundation or the charity of your
choice.

SIDNEY (ZIP) ZIPURSKY
July 15th, 1932 - June 8th, 2011

After a courageous bat-
tle with ALS, Sid passed
away peacefully with his
wife, Mae and son, Grant
at his side.

Survived by his de-
voted wife Mae, sons
Grant (Marim), Murray
(Esther), Bradley (Janell),
11 adored and cherished
grandchildren, sister
Sylvia, brother Frank
(Edith) and many nieces,
nephews and special
friends.

Sid was a true Mensch.
He was a trusted, respected and knowledgeable busi-
nessman in the electrical and sales fields. His main
focus throughout his life was his unconditional love for
his family and friends. They were his pride and joy. His
involvement with youth groups throughout the years
gave him great satisfaction. “Mr. Zip” was always
looked up to with respect and many honoured him with
kind words and support throughout his illness.

We thank the family and wonderful friends near and
far who were our support and brought us great happi-
ness. With special thanks to Rube and Rita Helman.
Heartfelt gratitude goes to the ALS Society, Homecare,
St. Boniface Palliative Care Unit who cared for Sid
with the utmost respect and care.

Sidney’s positive attitude, resolve, determination,
acceptance and absolute consideration for others right
to the end will remain an inspiration for us all. Our last
year together was a wonderfully precious rekindling of
our love for Sid - Husband, Dad, Zaidie.

The happiest day of his life was when he married his
love, Mae Lenart, 57 years ago and they became one.
He will be missed and loved forever.

The funeral was held June 10th at the Chesed Shel
Emes with his friend and Mechutn, Cantor Gerry Daien
officiating. Pallbearers were A. Zipursky, R. Helman,
S. Klapman, A. Ackerberg, N. Muryn. S. Zipursky, R.
Barsky. Shiva was observed.

Donations can be made to ALS Society of St. Boniface
Palliative Care Unit.

www.garrysdeli.com
e-mail: lisa@garrysdeli.com 
or stacey@garrysdeli.com

Ph: 994477--99777777

Call us to order your Shiva Platters
Free Delivery
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JUNE 29

SONIA (EVA) OSTRINSKY
June 26, 1926 - June 8, 2011

It is with heavy hearts that we announce the passing
of our beloved mother and grandmother on the 6th day
of Sivan, 5771. She was predeceased by her husband
Max, her brother Harry Pukin, and the rest of her
extended family who all perished in the Holocaust.

Sonia is survived by her children: Rita (Sheldon)
Margolis, Libby (Arnold) Lazareck, Lloyd (Louise)
Ostrinsky, Ruth Adelman and David (Sigal) Ostrinsky;
and by her grandchildren: Shelley, Simone (Leon) and
Joshua Margolis, Jennifer and Lisa Lazareck, Michelle
and Jaimie Adelman and Ori Ostrinsky.

Sonia was born in Biljuge, Poland in 1926. At the
young age of five, her mother died leaving her to be
raised by her father and her three older brothers. In
1939 World War II broke out and she and her family
were forced into a ghetto where they spent three and a
half years until the ghetto was liquidated by the Nazis.
Sonia was shot in the leg while she was running. She
was fortunate enough to find her two brothers some
days later and they, together with about 30 other
people, hid in a small forest in Poland for the next two
and a half years until the war ended. After liberation
and more hardships, Sonia, her brother Harry, his wife
Ida and her family made their way to a displaced
persons camp in Germany. There she met and married
Max and, not long afterwards, gave birth to a daughter,
Rita. In 1949 they followed Sonia’s brother Harry and
his family to Winnipeg, where they had four more
children.

Sonia spent the next years raising her family while
she tried to put the past behind her. She gave tirelessly
of herself, not only to her family, but to her friends and
even strangers. She took great pride in the accomplish-
ments of her children and grandchildren. She loved to
celebrate all the Jewish holidays with her family and
friends. She especially loved going for lunch or dinner
with her grandchildren until her failing health would no
longer allow it. She will be remembered by all who met
her for her quick smile and her many stories.

The family would like to thank Dr. Ruth Simkin for
her ongoing care, as well as the wonderful doctors and
nurses of 3rd floor South, Grace Hospital, for their
compassion and care during our mother’s and grand-
mother’s last days.

Services were held on Friday, June 10 at the Chesed
Shel Emes with interment in the Shaarey Zedek
Cemetary. Pallbearers were Sheldon Margolis, Joshua
Margolis, Leon Pincovich, Jaimie Adelman, Hartley
Melamed and Gary Margolis.

Donations may be made to the Chabad-Lubavitch
Jewish Learning Centre or a charity of your choice.

HESTER RUMBERG
HESTER RUMBERG, writer, doctor and sailor,

born in Winnipeg , Manitoba, most recently of Seattle,
WA, died of respiratory failure on Sunday, June 26,
2011 in Toronto while visiting her 99 year old mother,
Betty.

Hester Rumberg who was 64 years old, was one of
three children of Betty and the late Joseph Rumberg.
Hester was sister and sister-in-law of Susan and Alan
Roadburg, of Tornoto, and the late Ross Rumberg. She
was the aunt of Marisa and Alan, Joel and Rachel,
Alison, and great-aunt of Gavi, Koby, Reuven, Eleni,
and Tamar. She will be sadly missed by her family,
colleagues, and many friends at the Marly Rusoff
Literary Agency.

Her funeral took place at Beth Tikvah Synagogue,
Toronto, Ontario, Wednesday, June 29, 2011, Inter-
ment Beth Tikvah Synagogue Section of Pardes Sha-
lom Cemetery.

Hester's widely praised first book, Ten Degrees of
Reckoning, the story of a disaster at sea, was published
in 2009 by Amy Einhorn Books/Putnam publishers.

The family of the late
SALLY

SHINEWALD
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, July 17, 2011
at 11:00 a.m.

at the
Bnay Abraham Cemetery

UnveilingDeadline for
the

July 27 issue
of

The Jewish
Post & News

is noon
Thursday,

July 21

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAMUEL DAVID

DREMAN
who passed away

June 22, 1974
3 Days in Tammuz

Your memory is your keepsake
From which we'll never part.
God has you in His keeping,
We have you in our heart.
—His loving children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and sisters-in-
law.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,

father and grandfather
LEIBLE

HERSHFIELD
who passed away

June 18, 1999
4 days in Tamuz

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by his loving wife
Babe, children, grandchildren
and the many, many people
whose lives he touched.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ERNEST (CHAIM)

KERN
who passed away

June 20, 2007
4 days in Tammuz

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
children, grandchildren and
family.

In loving memory of
RUSSEL
KOWALL
who passed away

June 18, 1996
1st day in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
our dear father, grandfather

and great-grandfather
DAVID B.

MARGOLESE
who passed away

July 10, 1986
3 Days in Tammuz

—Sadly missed, never
forgotten by  children Phyllis,
Martin, Joel, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

25th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAMUEL
MEDOFF
who passed away

June 27, 1979
2 Days in Tammuz

—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by all of his family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of the late
HINDA RISMAN

who passed away
July 4, 2010

22 Days in Tammuz
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family and
friends.

1st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
23rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MEYER L.
RUDELIER
who passed away

June 17, 1988
2nd day in Tammuz

—Lovingly remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

4th Yahrzeit

PEARL
SHUSTER

June 18, 2006
22 Days in Sivan

PHILIP
SHUSTER

May 12, 2007
5 Days in Iyar

—Remembered daily and sadly missed by Wendy, Alan, Laurie,
Jillian and family.

In Memoriam

IRENE VERIN
who passed away

June 28, 1987
1st day in Tammuz

WALTER VERIN
who passed away

July 19, 1995
21 days in Tammuz

In loving memory of

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
HERSCH
ZENTNER
who passed away

June 11, 2002
2nd Day of Tamuz

“And when my journey takes
me to the end of  the road of life,
Beyond time's hidden bend,
I hope my fellow travelers
can say with truthful hearts
– a good man passed this way”
—Forever loved and
remembered by your wife
Lillian, daughters Pam and
Ali, son-in-law Jason,
grandson Jonah, relatives
and friends.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JULY 6

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our

beloved father, grandfather
and brother

SYD FISHER
who passed away

July 3, 1995
5 Days in Tammuz

Nothing can ever take away
The love a heart holds dear,
Fond memories linger every day
Remembrance keeps him near.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JULY 13

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

35th Yahrzeit 4th Yahrzeit

ROWENA
GREEN

who passed away
July 11, 1976

13th Day in Tammuz

IRWIN
GREEN

who passed away
June 22, 20007

6th Day in Tammuz
32 years apart

Together eternally
—Forever in our hearts and thoughts, loved and so very missed
by your children Barry, Sharon, Marsha and Alan granddaughters
Ronit, Kari, Shira and Hadara.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother
MILLY

GREENFIELD
who passed away

July 11, 1984
11 Days in Tammuz 5744

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

27th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

ZENA KATZ
who passed away

July 17, 1986
10 days in Tamuz

CHAIM KATZ
who passed away
August 4, 1989
4 Days in Av

- Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of our dearly beloved parents and grandparents

In Memoriam
In loving memory of
JOEL ALEX

MINUK
who passed away

July 3, 1990
10 Days in Tammuz

Forever missing you.
— Love Mom & Dad, Amanda
and Alex.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MAXWELL

(MAX) NELKO
who passed away

July 3rd, 2006
8 Days in Tammuz

To live in the hearts
Of ones we loved
Is not to die
—  Forever loved and missed
by his wife, children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and brothers
and sisters.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

LOUIS PROBER
who passed away

July 1, 1944
10 Days in Tammuz

Sixty-seven years have passed
since you left us.
The years cannot dim the
memory of one so dear.
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SAUL GORDON

SHROM
who passed away

June 29, 1990
6 Days in Tammuz

—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife Helen
May, children, grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

mother and grandmother
MARY STEIN

who passed away
July 10, 1992

9 Days in Tammuz
Loving memories will never die.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
37th Yahrzeit

In cherished memory of our
father, zaide & great-zaide

MENDEL
MENACHEM

SZTERNFELD
who passed away

June 28, 1974
8 days in Tamuz

Your warm, gentle, good
nature, sense of  humor, wisdom
and unconditional love will
always be remembered.
— Lovingly, Hilda and Lenny,
Debbie and Jack, Penny,
Mandy and Brandon, Marissa
and Rob, Hailey, Caleb, and
Zane.

In Memoriam

2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
DAVID

HOFFMAN
who passed away

July 9, 2009
17 Days in Tammuz

Two years have passed
but forever you will
remain in our hearts,
minds and dreams.
— Lovingly remembered, we
sadly miss your music, humour
and wit.
Your wife Anne, daughter
Aviva and son-in-law Scott,
son Efrem and girlfriend
Melissa, son Ari, sister Lynn
and partner Bruce, relatives
and friends.

In loving memory of
ALICE KAPLAN

who passed away
July 5, 2001

14 days in Tammuz
Always in our thoughts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving
daughters, son-in-law and
granddaughters.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
DORIS T.

MARGOLIS
who passed away

July 21, 1997
16 Days in Tammuz

Though you are greatly
missed, the memory of your
vibrant and loving presence

continues to guide and
inspire us.

— Remembered by your
children, grand-children,
nieces, nephews, cousins, and
friends.

14th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
BUTCH MATHEW

BERNARD
NEPON

who passed away
June 27th, 1998

13 Tammuz
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by Sid and Esther,
Adeena and Tom, Danny and
Anna, Ahava and Frank and
Jonathan and Marni, Leo
Jerry Nathan, Sophie and Lily.

In loving memory of
MORRIS
NUDLER

who passed away
July 2, 2004

13 Days in Tammuz
— Lovingly remembered
and always greatly missed by
his wife Pauline, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
RACHELLE
(SHELLEY)

SHORE
who passed away

June 30, 2007
15th day in Tammuz

— Beloved wife, mom, babby,
sister and friend.
Your passion for life and your
compassion for people live on
in everyone you touched.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SOLOMON

WEISS
who passed away
August 15, 1954
14 Days in Av

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
CELIA
WEISS

who passed away on
July 16, 1985

27 days in Tammuz
— Always in our heart and forever remembered by your son Leo,
daughter-in-law Evelyn, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

26th Yahrzeit57th Yahrzeit
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In Memoriam
In loving memory of
SHARNA

KARLINSKY
who passed away

July 22, 2009
1st Day of Av

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren and
sister.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved father and

grandfather
LOUIS

SILVERBERG
who passed away

July 20, 1967
12 Days in Tammuz

—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

A kind, generous, good
human being, our wonderful
SAUL SIMKIN

who passed away
June 21, 1994

12 Days in Tammuz
We miss you so much our
fabulous father.
- Your daughters Jacqueline
& Diane, son-in-law Steven
and grand-daughters Sara and
Nikki.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
AARON

SINAISKY
who passed away

July 18, 2008
15 Days in Tammuz

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
children and grandchildren.

3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
BEN STONE

who passed away
July 13, 2003

13 Days in Tammuz
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father, grandfather,
& great-grandfather

MAX TRAVIS
who passed away

July 14, 1979
19 Days in Tammuz, 5739

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JULY 20

8th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ZIONA BELLAN

who passed away
July 23, 2003

23 Days in Tammuz
—Ever remembered by your
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, and friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of
RACHMIEL
BERGMAN

who passed away
23 Days in Tammuz, 1991

— Lovingly remembered by
his wife Ruth, children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
DINA BLANARU

who passed away
July 14, 1998

20 Days in Tammuz
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her parents,
brothers, sisters-in-law,
nephews and nieces.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JOSEPH

BRODSKY
who passed away

July 26, 1978
21 Days in Tammuz

— Always remembered by his
family.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
BEATRICE

KARP
loving wife and mother

who passed away
July 16, 2001

25 Days in Tammuz
— Always remembered and
sadly missed.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
dearly beloved

father and grandfather
WILLIAM S. KATZ

who passed away
July 2, 1972

20 Days in Tammuz
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. It has been
such a long time without you.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SLATEON

NOAL MORRY
who passed away

July 12, 1993
23 Days in Tammuz

Its hard to believe
it has been 18 years

The pain is still here
and so are the tears

Why did this happen?
We still have to ask

But we put on a smile
and hide behind our mask

We will always remember
the special times we shared

How he loved, how he laughed
and how much he cared

He touched the lives
of everyone he knew

We were blessed to know him
Although his years were too few

There are no words to express
Our pain and our sorrow

We will love him forever
- today & tomorrow

— Always loved & forever
missed. Mom, Barry, Roxan,
Elia, Baba & Zaida Gindin,
family & friends.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MARION (MERIL)

MOZART
who passed away

July 3, 2002
23 Days in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
ESTHER
OFFMAN
who passed away

July 27, 2008
24 days in Tamuz

Wonderful memories
keep you forever near.
— Forever loved and
remembered by her children
Sarah and Jack,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

the construction
material was for spe-
cific projects. An
official with the
United Nations
Relief and Works
Agency, which is
overseeing the pro-
jects, said the
announcement on
the building material
came after much
negotiation.

On Sunday, July 3,
organizers of the
flotilla rejected an
offer by Greece to
deliver aid to Gaza
from the ships stuck
in Greek harbors via
either Egypt or Israel.

Many pro-Israel
supporters praised
Greece for its han-
dling of this year’s
flotilla, including
American Jewish
groups.

After delays from a
countrywide strike
and intensive port
inspections, the
Greek government
on July 1 banned all
ships bound for
Gaza from leaving its
ports.

John Klusmire, the
captain of one of the
ships, the Audacity
of Hope, tried to
leave port last week
but was arrested on
charges of setting sail
without permission
and endangering the
lives of passengers.
On Tuesday, a Greek
court freed him and
dropped the charges.

Greece’s approach
to the flotilla was
held up as a sign of
the renewed friend-
ship between Greece
and Israel. Israel has
been cultivating a
closer relationship
with Greece, partic-
ularly as Israel’s rela-
tionship with Turkey
-- a longtime rival of
Greece -- has fal-
tered.

In the year since last
year's flotilla fiasco,
Greek Prime Minister
George Papandreou
and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu have
exchanged visits, and
Israel has offered mil-
itary assistance to
Greece. Last week the
two countries com-
pleted a joint military
exercise.

The blockade has
eased significantly
since last year’s flotil-
la incident, when
Israel came under
heavy international
pressure to loosen
the embargo.

Flotilla
(Cont. from page 5.)



By RON CSILLAG
TORONTO (JTA) – It’s an age-old question in the organized Jewish

world: With so many similar-sounding organizations doing so much
similar-sounding work, is there any way to streamline things and elim-
inate unnecessary duplication by consolidating like-minded agencies?

While American Jewish organizations have rarely gone that route, in
Canada some of the country’s main Jewish groups are undergoing a
major overhaul that will transform the governing agencies of Canadian
Jewry.

In early June, after 18 months of talks, the boards of the Canadian
Council for Israel and Jewish Advocacy, or CIJA, and United Israel
Appeal Federations Canada approved a major restructuring of com-
munity agencies.

Since its birth in 2004, CIJA had overseen and coordinated the advo-
cacy work of the Canadian Jewish Congress, the Canada-Israel
Committee, Quebec-Israel Committee, National Jewish Campus Life
and the University Outreach Committee.

Starting July 1, those organizations will be folded into a new
Canadian umbrella agency for Jewish and Israel advocacy. The agency
has yet to get its formal name.

Shimon Fogel, CEO of the temporarily named CIJA 2.0, has said it's
possible the new agency will be named the Canadian Jewish
Congress. The traditional CJC, founded in 1919, endured a round of
layoffs concurrent with the consolidation decision.

The new organization “will continue the work of all the agencies that
it is succeeding or that are being folded into it, including the whole
range of traditional Congress activities,” Fogel told JTA. Noting that
Canadian Jewish Congress
leaders were involved in the
process, he added, “This isn't
a hostile takeover.”

Fogel has said that the need
for a reorganization stemmed
from the belief that the lines
between anti-Zionism and
anti-Semitism have become
almost indistinguishable.

“The lines and distinctions
between what they used to
call the domestic agenda and
the Israel agenda have blurred so much that it's impossible really to
tell one from the other,” he told the Canadian Jewish News.

“This isn't about changing the agenda. This is about delivering on
that agenda in a more efficient and effective way. Nobody's abandon-
ing any of the elements of one organizational agenda in favor of
another,” he said. “We had an opportunity to integrate and consoli-
date all the thematic agendas – campus, antisemitism, Israel relations,
social policy agenda at the local community level – all of those things
could be brought into one, holistic institution.”

Fogel said the new entity will transform the relationship with local
Jewish federations.

“It represents an opportunity for the federations to engage more
directly in the advocacy process,” he said.

The new organization will have a national 21-member board and
local committees, according to Moshe Ronen, a former CJC president
and current chair of the Canada-Israel Committee. The nuts and bolts
will be implemented over the next month or so, he said.

A branding study to come up with a name is nearly complete, he
added.

“We haven't received its report yet. There is no name yet,” Ronen
said. In the meantime, “everybody is trying to deal with whatever we
have to do very fairly” in dealing with CJC staff dismissals, he said.

Earlier this month, six senior CJC employees received termination
notices in the wake
of the restructuring,
including the acting
CEO and one
employee who
worked in the
Ottawa office for 24
years. Community
officials are not rul-
ing out more dis-
missals as the new
agency takes shape.

“It's impossible for
anybody to be happy
when other people
are losing their
jobs,” said Ottawa
Rabbi Reuven Bulka,
a former co-presi-
dent of the CJC. “It's
impossible to say it
doesn't hurt.”

But Bulka said he
hopes “that whatev-
er comes out of this
will be something
positive for the com-
munity. If it works, it
works.”
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“This isn't about changing
the agenda. This is about

delivering on that agenda in
a more efficient and effec-

tive way. Nobody's abandon-
ing any of the elements of
one organizational agenda

in favor of another.”


