
By BERNIE BELLAN
With the terrorist attack on Israeli

tourists in Bulgaria fresh on every-
one’s mind, the mood was even more
somber than might have been other-
wise expected as over 100 people
attended a commemoration ceremo-
ny to note the 18th anniversary of the
bombing of the AMIA centre in
Buenos Aires Wednesday, July 18 at
the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue.

(By the way, “AMIA” is an acronym
for “Asociación Mutual Israelita
Argentina” (Jewish community orga-
nization in Argentina).)

As Alan Yusim, Regional Director
for B’nai Brith, noted: “I have to com-
ment on the irony of today’s attack in
Bulgaria on the 18th day of the 18th

year. They took our symbol for life
and turned it into a symbol for mur-
der.”

The ceremony began with an invo-
cation from Rabbi Green of Shaarey
Zedek, who said: “We are here not
just to remember the virtues of those
who were victimized by these terrible crimes, but to demand justice
for those victims.”

Luis Rubin, representing the Argentinean Manitoba Association,
served as MC for the evening. During his remarks, he gave a fairly
detailed chronology of the events leading up to the AMIA bombing,
which killed 85 and injured over 300.

Rubin noted that the 1994 bombing had been preceded by an earli-
er bombing at the Israeli embassy in Buenos Aires, in 1992, which
killed 29 and injured 240.

“The investigation (of the embassy bombing) languished and no
action was taken (for two years) even though Islamic Jihad had taken
responsibility,” Rubin pointed out. In 1994, however, several suspects

were arrested, he said, but later
released for lack of evidence.

Rubin went on to describe the
abysmal failure of Argentinean
authorities to properly investigate
either the 1992 embassy bombing
or the subsequent AMIA bombing
two years later.

“In 1998 six Iranian diplomats
were expelled, but that was the
extent of the action,” he suggest-
ed.

“As yet, no one has been
charged with either bombing,”
Rubin said, although “arrest war-
rants have been issued for several
individuals” who are now safe in
Iran, including former Iranian
Prime Minister Rajfajani.

Further, in 2009 former
Argentinean President Carlos
Menem was charged with
obstructing justice. Apparently
Menem had used his power to
“hide the involvement of a Syrian-
Argentinean businessman” in the
1994 bombing.

(According to a 2004 report, “Prosecutors now say there is evidence
that the state intelligence services and security forces covered up and
erased tracks for local accomplices of the attackers during the Menem
administration.

“Officials previously said Menem, who was born in Argentina to
Syrian immigrants, and his former staff stole evidence to hide the
involvement of a Syrian-Argentine businessman in the bombing, and
destroyed evidence that would have incriminated him.”)

Following Rubin’s remarks, the audience heard from representatives

Argentinean bombing commemoration carries extra significance 

SERGIO GLOGOWSKI (left), representing the Jewish
Federation watches as RICHARD SWYSTUN, representing B’nai
Brith, lights a commemorative candle in honour of the 85 mem-
bers of the Buenos Aires Jewish community killed in the 1994
bombing of the AMIA Centre.
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Bombing in Bulgaria exposes utter hypocrisy of U.N.
The following commentary by UN Watch Executive Director

Hillel Neuer describes the United Nations’ inadequate – albeit
predictable – response to the attack in Bulgaria:

“A U.N. spokesperson said that Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon condemned the attack ‘in the strongest possible terms.’
In fact, however, the U.N. chief’s choice of terms was weak in
comparison to his statement two weeks ago on the bombing of
churches in Kenya. In that case, Mr. Ban rightly spoke of ‘ter-
rorist’ attacks, ‘reprehensible and criminal,’ saying the perpe-
trators ‘must be held to account.’ Yet in this case he referred
only to the deadly ‘bombing’ of Israelis – noticeably declining
to describe it as an act of terrorism – and he made no call for
holding the perpetrators to account.

“U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay has
remained silent on the attack. By contrast, hours after the Gaza
Flotilla incident of 2010, Ms. Pillay expressed her ‘shock’ and
condemned Israel. The top story on her office website instead
criticizes Western states for how they combat terrorism, with America accused of having
‘dangerous’ laws that violate due process.…

“The U.N.’s 47-nation Human Rights Council has also stayed silent. By contrast, in
2004 it wasted no time in convening an emergency session to eulogize Hamas terrorist
leader Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, and to condemn Israel.… The council has never mandated
an inquiry into terrorism or rocket attacks targeting Israelis.”

“The unfounded statements by different statesmen of the Zionist regime in connection
with the accusations against Iran about its possible participation in the incident with the
blown-up bus with Israeli tourists in Burgas is a familiar method of the Zionist
regime…and is a sign of [its] weakness.…”–Excerpt of a statement issued by Iran’s
embassy in Sofia, Bulgaria.

UN Watch 
Executive Director 

HILLEL NEUER
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of the three levels of government.

Representing the Government of
Canada was Steven Fletcher, Minister of
State (Transport).

Fletcher described the various initiatives his government has taken
to combat terrorism. He went on to say that “no matter where the
bombing happens and no matter where anti-Semitic feelings are,
Canada will be there to stand up for Israel. Israel has no greater friend
than Canada.”

“Canada is built on Judeo-Christian values,” Fletcher stated. “We
live in the greatest country in the world,” he added.

Representing the Government of Manitoba was Flor Marcelino,
Minister of Culture, Heritage and Tourism, who said: “In 2000 the
Manitoba Legislative Assembly passed the Holocaust Memorial Act.
We recognized then, as we recognize now, that such a dark period in
our history cannot be allowed to ever happen again.”

Marcelino went on to say that “anti-Semitism is not an opinion. It is
a perversion.”

Councillor Scott Fielding represented the City of Winnipeg. He said:
“The people of Winnipeg stand with Argentinean newcomers to this
city. We assure you of our solidarity.”

During his remarks Alan Yusim said: “I’d like to thank the Prime
Minister of Canada for the principled stand he takes. I never thought
I’d live to see the day” (that a Canadian prime minister would take
such a strong stand in defence of Israel).

The final speaker for the evening was Zane Tessler, representing the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg.

Tessler said: “The one constant of terrorism is that Jews around the
world remain a favourite target….We must remember that people do
not learn very much from the lessons of history is one of the most
important lessons that history teaches us.”

The evening concluded with the blowing of the shofar by Bill
Weissmann of Congregation Shaarey Zedek.

(For more on the AMIA bombing, see “Short Takes” on page 4.)

AMIA
Continued from page 1.

Statement on terrorist attack in Bulgaria
Toronto, ON – Today, Bulgarian and

Israeli officials have confirmed media
reports of the bombing of an Israeli
tour bus at Sarafovo Airport in the city
of Burgas. At this point, reports state
that at least seven Israelis have been
killed and twenty others wounded.

In response, David Koschitzky, Chair
of the Centre for Israel and Jewish
Affairs, made the following statement:

“We offer our deepest condolences
to the families of the victims and our
prayers for a full recovery for all those
maimed in this brazen attack.

“It is important to note that today marks the anniversary of the
notorious 1994 attack on a Jewish community centre in Buenos
Aires – the worst bombing in Argentina’s history. Combined with the
upcoming 40th anniversary of the Munich massacre, it is clear that
the one constant of terrorism is that Jews around the world remain
a favoured target. We are hopeful that authorities will be successful
in their pursuit of those responsible for today’s attack, and demon-
strate that terrorists and their overseers will face justice – not
impunity – for such atrocities.”

DAVID KOSCHITZKY,
Chair of the Centre for
Israel and Jewish Affairs

On anniversary of bombing, Jewish groups
express solidarity with Buenos Aires center
BUENOS AIRES (JTA) – International Jewish organizations

expressed solidarity with the AMIA Buenos Aires Jewish center on the
18th anniversary of the deadly bombing there.

“The attack on AMIA should serve as a reminder of the danger of
Iran’s increasing infiltration of Latin America,” B’nai B’rith
International President Allan Jacobs said. “Though almost two
decades have passed since this devastating and tragic attack, it is
never too late for Latin American countries to support Argentina’s
claims and demand that the terrorists are brought to justice.”

Though Argentina has accused the Iranian government of directing
the bombing, and the Lebanon-based terror group Hezbollah of car-
rying it out, no arrests have been made in the case. Six Iranians have
been on the Interpol international police agency's most wanted list
since 2007 in connection with the bombing, including current Iranian
Defense Minister Gen. Ahmed Vahidi.

Eighty-five people were killed and hundreds injured in the July 18,
1994 attack.

“Eighteen years after the deadliest terrorist attack in Argentina,
which targeted the largest Jewish community in Latin America, justice
for the hundreds of innocent victims remains elusive,” said Abraham
Foxman, national director of the Anti-Defamation League. “We renew
our call to the Argentine government to apprehend the perpetrators of
this heinous attack, including the Iranian and Hezbollah masterminds.
As the threat of an Iranian nuclear regime becomes imminent, it is
imperative that Argentina sends a message that terrorism and those
who support it will not be tolerated.”

The presidents of the World Jewish Congress and Latin American
Jewish Congress, Ronald Lauder and Jack Terpins, have highlighted
Iran’s suspected involvement in the 1994 terrorist attack.

The Islamic Republic announced its willingness to cooperate with
Argentina's investigation into the bombing in a statement issued in
July 2011 by its Foreign Ministry that condemned the attack and
offered condolences to the families of those killed. It also denied
responsibility for the blast.

In October 2010, Iran rejected Argentina's proposal to put its
accused citizens on trial in a neutral country.

"The Iranian government has ensured that no Iranian citizen was
involved, directly or indirectly, in the bombing of the AMIA,” read the
official letter sent to United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry offered last year a "constructive dia-
logue" with Argentina to "shed all possible light" on the case, accord-
ing to the statement carried by Iran's official IRNA news agency.

“If Iran really wants to collaborate, it must bring to justice all the
Iranians suspected instead of releasing declarations empty of real con-
tent," Argentinian Prosecutor Alberto Nisman told JTA in July 2011.

In a previous terrorist attack, on March 17, 1992, a car bomb
destroyed Israel's embassy in Buenos Aires, killing 29 and injured
242. 

Jewish Federations of Canada-UIA, Canadian
Jewish Federations and the Jewish Agency to 

provide financial assistance to Bulgaria terror victims
WINNIPEG (July 19th, 2012) - Bulgarian authorities have determined

that a suicide bomber, apparently carrying a fake U.S. passport, blew
up a bus carrying newly arrived Israeli tourists outside the airport of the
resort city of Burgas. Security cameras caught the terrorist on tape
shortly before the attack. Six Israeli tourists and the Bulgarian bus dri-
ver were killed in the attack, as was the suicide bomber.

Three Israeli victims remain in critical condition in hospital in
Bulgaria. 32 of the wounded were airlifted back to Israel on Air
Force Hercules transport planes, with another plane load of the
injured to follow later today. A team of Israeli doctors and first
responders, led by Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center Dir.-Gen. Prof.
Gabriel Barbash, along with Foreign Affairs Ministry professionals
and security personnel flew directly to Burgas last night and an
extended team from Israel arrived this morning. 

American President Barack Obama said “I strongly condemn
today’s barbaric terrorist attack on Israelis in Bulgaria. My thoughts
and prayers are with the families of those killed and injured and
with the people of Israel, Bulgaria and any other nation whose citi-
zens were harmed in this awful event. These attacks against inno-
cent civilians, including children, are completely outrageous.”

The need to provide assistance to victims of terror remains as crit-
ical as ever. The Fund for the Victims of Terror, operated by The
Jewish Agency for Israel, is supported by contributions from Jewish
Federations, philanthropic foundations and donors across North
America. It will provide financial assistance to Israelis wounded in
the attack in Bulgaria and to the families of those killed. 

Since 2002, the fund has provided thousands of terror victims and
their families with more than NIS 100 million in financial assis-
tance. Funds raised help those affected by terror attacks address sup-
plemental needs not covered by Israeli government bodies. Any
family that experienced the loss or injury of a loved one in a terror-
ist attack may request assistance from the fund. “Our thoughts are
with the victims and their families in their time of need,” said Marc
Gold, chair of Jewish Federations of Canada - UIA Board of
Directors. “The support offered through the Victims of Terror Fund
will provide assistance and comfort to those whose lives have been
devastated because of this terror attack.”

Your contributions to the Victims of Terror fund will make a signif-
icant difference to the people in Israel and around the world who
depend on us. To contribute online, please visit www.jewishcana-
da.org. If you would like to contribute in person, please contact the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg at 477-7400.



By BERNIE BELLAN
“Hello, I must be going.
I cannot stay,
I came to say
I must be going.
I’m glad I came
but just the same
I must be going.”

I’ll stay a week or two,
I’ll stay the summer through,
but I am telling you,
I must be going.”
- Groucho Marx from the 1930 film
classic “Animal Crackers”

They came from hither and yon to
bid adieu to one of our community’s
most beloved couples: Gerry and
Sherna Posner. (Of course, the promise
of free food might have had something
to do with it.)

The occasion was a farewell recep-
tion at the Shaarey Zedek, Monday,
July 9, sponsored by the Jewish
Heritage Centre (to which Gerry has
been a long-time member and support-
er).

As the crowd numbering in the hundreds
milled about, we wondered when this show
was going to get going. (After all, it was called
for 7 p.m., but when we got there, we were
told it wasn’t going to get started until 8. Do
the organizers of every Jewish event nowa-
days assume that people will arrive late?) 

Still, once evening MC Kinzey Posen called
the assembled to order – which, not surpris-
ingly, also took some time, as Jewish guests
are wont to ignore repeated requests to take
their seats – and leave the food table alone –
at least for a while, we were treated to a fun-
filled, often nostalgic, sometimes poignant,
look at the deep impression that the Posners
have left on our community.

Although the evening ran much like a roast,
with Gerry in particular coming in for more
than his share of good-natured ribbing, espe-

cially from his good friend Michael Nozick, it
was clear that the affection in which this cou-
ple is held by so many is quite unusual in its
depth.

And, for those of you who aren’t aware
what this was all about, Gerry and Sherna
Posner, who have both lived in Winnipeg
most of their lives, and who have maintained
a continuous residence here for the past 44
years, are about to depart our city perma-
nently for Toronto.

Since this is not exactly news for almost
anyone who knows the Posners (or knows of
them), the question that various individuals
posed to the audience rhetorically was
“Why?”

Again, as so many have been made aware
over the past couple of years, when Gerry
and Sherna first began letting all and sundry

know that their departure for Toronto –
if not quite imminent, was inevitable,
the answer, as Ari Posner (one of their
three children), put it, is “eight grand-
children”.

Further, as Gerry’s sister, Linda Segal,
explained: “This is not the first time
they’re uprooting themselves for fami-
ly. In 1968 they moved from Toronto to
be closer to my parents and to Sherna’s
parents as they aged…That’s because
they just give and give and give.”

Michael Posner, Gerry’s brother (and
a “real” journalist, I might note, added
that “You’ve had them for 44 years. I
understand the community’s feelings.
But it is our turn.”

Kinzey Posen though, offered this
theory as to why Gerry and Sherna are
leaving Winnipeg: “They’re leaving
because Gerry ran out of people to
interview for The Jewish Post!”

(That’s not quite true: Gerry has
promised me that he will continue to
write for this paper from his new home
in Toronto. I have warned him though,
that I don’t want to read a never-end-
ing stream of success stories about ex-
Winnipeggers who have made it in
Toronto. I’ve asked him to intersperse
those with some stories of colossal fail-
ures.)

Shayla Fink spoke of her special

fondness for Sherna Posner, who has
been hugely successful in the setting
up and teaching of English as a Second
Language (now referred to as “English
as an Additional Language”) programs
for over 40 years. 

“Everyone in her class walks out with
a smile,” Shayla remarked. 

Sherna’s approach to the teaching of
ESL was “holistic”, she said. Not only
did she teach her students how to read
and write English, she taught them
“singing, diet, how to read a newspa-
per, how to look for a job”, and so on.

“For the thousands of immigrants
who have been taught by Sherna,”
Shayla suggested, “she is affectionately
known as the ‘Mother Teresa” of ESL.”

Music is a recurrent theme in the
Posner household. As Shayla also
noted: “There was always music in the
house and veggies on the table.”

When it came to Michael Nozick’s
turn to reminisce about Gerry Posner,
however, the gloves were off, as
Nozick delivered one shot after anoth-

er aimed directly as someone for whom he
obviously has a great deal of affection.

Nozick began by saying: “My task tonight
was: ‘How am I going to fill three minutes
with appropriate things to say?’” (In fact, he
went on for a great deal longer than three
minutes, including a clever singing inter-
lude.)

Here’s a sample of what Nozick had to say:
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Community news
The Long Goodbye

Where are they now? Gerry and Sherna Posner
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Gerry himself confronted the question that
was on the minds of many of the guests who
came out that particular evening: “Why has it

taken so long for us to leave?”
The answer, he said, was “It’s the most difficult

problem we’ve ever had to deal with.”

Continued on page 10. See “The Long
Goodbye”.
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A story in the Free Press last week noted
that  “officials at faith-based hospitals and
personal care homes are worried a new
provincial law” will lead to a situation where-
by “provincial and regional health bureau-
crats will determine whom they hire as CEOs
of their institutions and restrict decision-mak-
ing over discretionary funds used to enhance
services or pay for pastoral care.”

The story went on to say that ‘Health
Minister Theresa Oswald was not available for comment on Tuesday,
but a spokeswoman for the minister reiterated the government’s
promise to consult with the groups before proclaiming into law sec-
tions of the act affecting them.

‘She said the consultations will include establishing a “collaborative
process” for hiring CEOs and ensuring CEO compensation is ‘”fair,
responsible and consistent.”

‘She said the consultations would also ensure “appropriate account-
ability for the use of surplus public funding for these health facilities.”‘

In light of the recent hiring process for a CEO at the Simkin Centre,
as a result of which we saw an individual with deep ties to the
Winnipeg Regional Health Authority hired as the CEO - much like the
previous interim CEO, I can’t help but be a tad suspicious that the
Simkin Centre board was, if not in direct contact with either the
WRHA or Manitoba Health during that process, then it was, at the
very least, very mindful of what both those authorities would have to
say about who the new CEO would be.

In May I had sent an e-mail to spokespersons for both the Simkin
Centre and the WRHA about that hiring process. In the e-mail I asked
the following question: “Ms. Klaasen’s background is very similar to
Jan Currie’s, in that she had been in a senior position with the WRHA.

To the layperson, this would seem to indicate that the WRHA has
been  playing a heavy role in the selection of CEO’s for the Simkin
Centre.

Any comment?”
I never did hear back from anyone at the WRHA but, as a result of

reading that Free Press story, I can’t help but think that, at least in part,
these new rules that are coming down from the province about the
hiring of CEO’s at nursing homes were written with the Simkin Centre
in mind.

Again though, as I’ve suggested in the past, “He who pays the piper
calls the tune.” The notion that the Simkin Centre can act
autonomously, as the Sharon Home once did, no longer holds true.
Perhaps that’s not a bad thing, but as an institution that was developed
from within the Jewish community and operated for the benefit of the
Jewish community, that loss of autonomy marks a sea change in the
way the “Jewish nursing home” is being run.

* * * * *
As I sat through the

commemoration cer-
emony for the AMIA
bombing this past July
18, heavy as the
mood was with the
knowledge that yet
another terrorist act
had taken place that
very day in Bulgaria, I
couldn’t help but
think of a powerful
film about the AMIA
bombing that had
recently played here
during the Jewish Film
Festival, titled “Anita”.

Here is a brief
description of that
film, as taken from the
website of the film’s
d i s t r i b u t o r :
‘Acclaimed Argentine
filmmaker Marcos
Carnevale has crafted
a film which reckons
with these horrific
events (the bombing
of the AMIA centre
and their aftermath).
Rather than trying to
explain this national
tragedy by dissecting

the events them-
selves, Carnevale
sought to tell this
story through the
purest of souls: a
young Jewish
woman with Down
syndrome named
Anita.

‘When the bomb
goes off, Anita is
separated from her
family, and begins
wandering through
the city to find her
way home. On her
journey, Anita’s
gentle devotion and
humble tranquility
touches the lives of
the strangers who
take her in.

‘ “ANITA is a
movie that was
born from a person-
al concern, from
taking a glance at the society we live in, towards the men who inhab-
it it. ANITA represents us all. She is lost in a world that lives in con-
stant confusion, in a world where men hate men, where fights over
their territories happen on a daily basis, over their economical inter-
ests, over their ideologies, be them religious or political.’

As moving as the July 18 ceremony at the Shaarey Zedek was, see-
ing the names of the 85 victims of the AMIA bombing projected on to
a screen did not have the same impact as seeing the story, fictitious as
it was, of how a terrorist act such as what happened in Buenos Aires
in 1994, can impact the lives of so many people in so many different
ways.

Apparently “Anita” can be ordered online through “Menemsha
Films”. It’s definitely worth ordering – and sharing with others.

With the recent attack in Bulgaria still fresh on our minds, but with
so much about who was behind that attack still not totally clear at the
time of writing, we are reminded once again, as if we needed to be
told, how dangerous so many parts of the world are for Jews, espe-
cially Israeli Jews.

To think that agents of Hezbollah and Iran are constantly plotting to
attack Jewish targets wherever and whenever they can find them is
indeed a blood-curdling thought.

And, while events in the Middle East are even more unpredictable
than usual, what with the situation in Syria devolving into nothing less
than Hell on Earth for so much of that country’s population, and the
apparent strengthening of Islamist movements wherever the “Arab
Spring” has taken hold, the one constant in that part of the world is
hatred for Israel.

As famed satirical singer Tom Lehrer wrote in his 1960’s song,
“National Brotherhood Week”:

“Oh, the Protestants hate the Catholics
And the Catholics hate the Protestants 
And the Hindus hate the Moslems
And everybody hates the Jews”

* * * * *
Elsewhere in this issue you can read Myron Love’s insightful com-

ment on the Syrian situation (page 20), in which Myron suggests that
Israel will benefit from the overthrow of the Assad regime.

Perhaps – but I wonder how long it will take for the removal of a
known quantity, obnoxious as it may be, to begin posing new threats
to Israel’s security. If the situation in Egypt is any example, while polit-
ical uncertainty in a neighbouring country does not, in itself, pose a
direct threat to Israel, the vacuum that fills the space left by the former
powers-that-be does allow many new, and often quite dangerous ele-
ments to rush in.

Now, this is not to argue for the retention of despotic regimes in the
Middle East – far from it. It is merely to point out that there is relatively
little anyone can do to control events that are now transforming that
region. 

One can only imagine how many different scenarios that the people
who are responsible for planning for every possible contingency in the
Middle East, whether they’re in the US or Israel, must be running
through. 

Doesn’t it all make you appreciate all the more how lucky we are to
be living in Canada?
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Clarification
In our article about the possibility of the Jewish

Federation and the Asper Campus entering into some sort
of arrangement with the Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun
Synagogue, we referred to the Herzlia as the south end’s
“only Orthodox congregation.”

We were aware that the Lubavitch does offer services in
the Jewish Learning Centre. As a matter of fact, there is a
minyan there every evening, as well as regular Shabbat ser-
vices. Strictly speaking, however, the term “congregation”
does not apply to Lubavitch in Winnipeg, as there are cer-
tain ramifications to the use of the term.

(The Jewish Federation, for instance, has a policy not to
enter into financial assistance for any particular syna-
gogue.)

As well, Rabbi Shmuly Altein wrote to inform me that
there are still several openings in the Jewish Learning
Centre’s daycare program this coming fall (for children
ages 2 through kindergarten). He also asked us to note that
the daycare hours are being expanded. The daycare will
now be open from 7:45 am to 4:45 pm, starting in
September.

Rabbi Shmuly Altein also sent us the following e-mail:
Technically, the Jewish Federation never entered into a

financial partnership with Chabad-Lubavitch (only with
the Jewish Learning Institute, the adult education arm of
Chabad-Lubavitch). 

I’d appreciate if you would explain to your readership
that The Shul @ Chabad is just one of our many educa-
tional program offerings and a small part of what we do in
the community. We also operate a daycare, elementary
school, day camps, a mikvah, library and resource centre
(we sell mezuzos, tefillin, matzah for pesach, lulav and
etrog for sukkot etc.), holiday workshops, youth programs,
bar/bat mitzvah clubs, adult education including seasonal
courses, lectures and ongoing classes, the summer yeshiva,
community events, seniors club, woman’s circle...the list
goes on and on.

In addition, and perhaps more importantly, unlike a con-
gregation that caters to the needs of its membership or to
those that are viewed as potential members, we serve Jews
of every affiliation. Jews that belong to no synagogue or are
not affiliated with any community institution feel comfort-
able and embraced when participating in our programs,
without feeling pressured to become “members”. This
allows people of all backgrounds to gain a true apprecia-
tion of cardinal Jewish beliefs and practices.
Rabbi Altein went on to write:
Here is a paragraph from our website that best describes
our approach:

Chabad-Lubavitch of Winnipeg is a community-based
not-for-profit organization, dedicated to providing a Jewish
experience for every man, woman or youngster who walks
through its doors, regardless of background, affiliation, or
level of commitment. Motivated by a profound love for
every Jew and spurred by a boundless optimism, Chabad-
Lubavitch touches and enriches the lives of young and old,
professionals and laypeople, the affiliated and the non-
affiliated, immigrants and long-time citizens.

Warm regards!
Rabbi Shmuly Altein
Jewish Learning Institute (JLI)
Chabad-Lubavitch of Winnipeg
(204) 339-8737 | ChabadWinnipeg.org

As well, it was pointed out to us that, in this year’s pre-
view of the Fringe Festival, we overlooked a number of
Fringe shows that had Jewish connections.

Sharon Love wrote:
Harry Nelken is in the cast of “States of Shock: A

Vaudeville Nightmare” being staged at Venue 15. Also, his
daughter, Rhea Nelken, is in from Montreal where she has
lived for the passed few years. She co-wrote and stars in
the one woman play “Mamasita Can’t Do It All” being held
in Venue 10.

Also, former three-time “Best of Fest” winner Primrose
Madayag Knazan has a new show titled “Against the Wall”:
“Ash escaped into the world of C.C. Bloom, while Steve
escaped on the field. They came from two different worlds,
yet longed for the same thing… Her words changed them.”

Comment

Further to the daycare situation
I am writing to thank you for your ongoing coverage of the pressing need for

daycare in our community and to provide some clarification. The initiative to
expand the number of licensed spaces in our community has been spearhead-
ed by the Rady JCC Board of Directors since 2005/2006. It was at that time that
the Rady JCC first submitted an application to the Government of Manitoba to
assume the license of Aleph Bet South and expand the daycare from what were
then 24 fulltime and 24 part time spaces to 67 full-time spaces. The govern-
ment supported the Rady’s application and awarded the JCC with the license
and a capital grant of approximately $250,000. This resulted in the opening of
the Rady JCC’s Kaufman Childcare Centre located at the Asper Jewish
Community Campus.

Since that time, demand for daycare spaces at the Kaufman Child Care
Centre has continued to grow. In response, the Rady JCC Board has made
expansion of the day care one of our top priorities. We were very pleased when
the Government of Manitoba approved our first request to expand the Kaufman
Childcare Centre by an additional 30 school age spaces in 2007 and we were
thrilled last year, when the Government of Manitoba approved our most recent
proposal to develop approximately 60 spaces at the Herzlia site, including a
grant of $325,000 in capital funding. As part of our ongoing effort to expand
child care, the Rady JCC is currently on the wait list for another 30 school age
spaces and has expanded our non licensed after school program to now serve
approximately 70 Gray Academy students.

We are very grateful to our community partners, Aleph Bet, the former Ohr
Hatorah, Herzlia Synagogue- particularly Earl Hershfield and Faith Kaplan,
Asper Jewish Community Campus and especially the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg, which has consistently stepped forward to raise the funds needed to
cover the full costs of constructing the daycare. In particular, we express our
thanks to Bob Freedman and Rael Ludwig of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg
who have supported the Rady JCC’s goal without hesitation and readily recog-
nized the importance of daycare to the future of our community. Nora and the
late Dave Kaufman must also be recognized for their vision and gift that creat-
ed the Kaufman Child Care Centre. 

As an aside, there are a few unsung heroes in the expansion of daycare that
deserve to be acknowledged. Elana Schultz, who was President of Aleph Bet,
first approached the Rady JCC in 2005 because she recognized that the Rady
JCC had the capacity and leadership to expand the daycare. Equally important
are Ellery Broder and Yossi Cohen of Ohr HaTorah who were tremendous part-
ners in the most recent plan to develop a second site for daycare.

We are most fortunate to be part of a community where the leadership can
come together so easily around a shared purpose. While there is still work to
be done before we see our second daycare site open, I am confident that with
the support from the community and the commitment of our partners, the Rady
JCC will see the new site open in the near future. 
Yours sincerely,
Steven Hyman
Rady JCC Board Member and Chair, Parent Advisory Committee

Alleged movie theater shooter worked at Jewish summer camp
(JTA) – James Holmes, the alleged shooter who killed 12 in a crowded

Colorado movie theater, reportedly worked at a Jewish summer camp for
underprivileged children.

Holmes, 24, spent a summer working as a counselor for Camp Max Straus
in Glendale, Calif., which is run by Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters of Los
Angeles, the Los Angeles Times reported Saturday.

He is suspected of opening fire on the crowd late Thursday night at a mid-
night screening in Aurora, Colo., of the new Batman film “The Dark Knight
Rises.” Twelve people were killed and 58 were injured in the shooting spree.

Holmes was arrested shortly after the shootings. He reportedly set off
smoke bombs before firing at the crowd.

In a statement to the Los Angeles Times, Randy Schwab, chief executive of
Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters of Los Angeles and director of Camp Max
Straus, said of Holmes, “His role was to ensure that these children had a
wonderful camp experience by helping them learn confidence, self-esteem
and how to work in small teams to effect positive outcomes.” In a later e-
mail, Schwab added, “That summer provided the kids a wonderful camp
experience without incident.”

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu sent a letter to President
Obama on Saturday expressing his condolences and those of the Israeli peo-
ple to the families of the Americans who were murdered in the theater.         

“All Israelis stand alongside the American people in mourning over this ter-
rible tragedy which claimed the lives of so many,” Netanyahu wrote. “We
well understand the pain and loss that you are experiencing”

Accomplice of Bulgarian suicide bomber may still be in country
(JTA) – An accomplice of the suicide bomber in Bulgaria that killed six on

an Israeli tour bus in Burgas reportedly is likely to still be in Bulgaria, possi-
bly with another bomb. The accomplice is believed to have been a backup
for the suicide bomber, the  website reported. Another accomplice was set to
shoot the other two if they were captured by or turned themselves in to
police, and both reportedly were at the airport during the July 18 attack.

Bulgarian police are continuing their search for the accomplices.
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Myron Love

In three years on
the local comedy
circuit, Mike
Green has attract-
ed quite a bit of
positive attention.
Last year, the 24-
year-old son of
Marty Green (and

grandson of Sid Green) was the youngest
performer to ever be invited to appear at
the annual CBC Winnipeg Comedy
Festival and, most recently in mid-June,
he was invited to be the opening act for
SNL and 30 Rock comedy writer and
stand up comic Hannibal Burress for
Burress’ show at the Park Theatre.

Green decided to try a career in come-
dy shortly after returning from a Birthright
trip three years ago. “I had stayed behind
in Israel for a little bit and kept a journal
filled with humorous stories,” he says. “I
was supposed to go into Creative
Communications at Red River College –
but decided to try stand-up comedy
instead.”

His first gig was an open mic evening at the
Kingshead Pub. It wasn’t long before he was
signed to a contract to play Rumour’s
Comedy Club where he won the Rumor’s
“Funniest Person with a Day Job” contest (in
2009). 

His day job at the time was working for Ami
Hassan at The Falafel Place. His current day
job is working in video production for Shaw
Cable’s Channel 9 (coincidentally, the cable
channel that his father’s “Math with Marty”
show used to appear on). 

Green’s humour is built around making fun
of his generation and their idiosyncrasies.
“That’s what younger audiences want to
hear,” he says.

He also tells humourous stories about his
family.

He reports that he has done some shows in
Niagara and Toronto which were well
received. He says that he has no interest in
relocating to a larger city at present. “There

are a lot of
opportuni-
ties in

Winnipeg,” he says.
Green took off most of July but readers can

catch his act this Friday (the 27th) at noon at
Gimli’s “Picnic in the Park”. As well, he is the
regular host of Stand up At the Standard
Tavern, an open mic on Wolseley Thursday
evenings during the fall, winter and spring.

* * *
Jared Rayter is another younger member of

Winnipeg’s Jewish community who is
attempting to forge a career as a humourist. 

Last June, the 30-year-old son of Ian and the
late Dale Rayter launched himself on podcast
under the moniker “The Golden Jew”.
Rayter’s podcast/YouTube videos are com-
mentaries on every day happenings in the
city and in his life.

“I am talking about things I can’t quite
grasp,” he says. “For example, why are toilet
stalls on airplanes so small? And why can’t
our city fix our roads?”

He says that his commentaries are short and
to the point. Right now, he is broadcasting
weekly spots. He says that he will do more
frequent spots if the demand in there.

“I had been thinking about doing this for
several years,” Rayter says. “The timing is
right now for me to devote some serious
energy to this project. People in the enter-
tainment industry make it look easy, but there
is a lot of work involved.”

Rayter says that his friends are encouraging
him in his new endeavour. He reports that he
has attracted a few sponsors and is hoping to
add more advertisers to his podcasts. 

* * *
The hockey reports started by Richard

Pollock, Ezra Ginsburg, Drew Mindell, Kyle
Kosior, Michael Remis and David Minuk as
podcasts have landed the six friends a regular
gig on TSN radio 1290 (Saturday afternoons
from noon to 3:00 p.m.).

Mindell (who works for the Manitoba
Lotteries Corporation) hosts the Illegal Curve
Hockey Show, Remis – an Asper School of
Business grad – is the producer while
Ginsburg (marketing coordinator at Cushman
Wakefield), Pollock (a lawyer with Evans
Fraser Family Law Corporation) and Minuk
(who works with the law firm Kelekis Minuk
Micflickier Green) serve as hockey world
analysts.

Echoing Rayter, Pollock observes that there
is a lot of preparation involved in putting
Illegal Curve on the air. “We try to combine
information and humour,” he says. “We also
do interviews with other broadcasters and
writers and some managers and coaches.”

“We started in September, 2007, with a
website (illegalcurve.com),” says Pollock who
was still in law School at the time. “We were
all hockey fans and felt that we could put out
a unique product than what was then avail-
able in Winnipeg. We covered all 30 NHL
teams.”

The friends shut down their website at the
end of 2009, but Minuk reactivated it again in
February, 2011. He now runs the website
providing the latest news and analysis about
the Jets and other pertinent NHL matters.

Illegal Curve moved to radio in November,
2009, when 1290 went to an all-sports for-
mat. “Ours was the first locally-produced
show on 1290,” Pollock says.

The friends behind Illegal Curve – and all
Jets fans – are eagerly awaiting the start of the
new season and hoping for a more successful
outcome this year.

Mike Green youngest comic to appear at CBC Comedy Festival

Left to right: MICHEL REMIS, RICHARD POLLOCK, EZRA
GINSBURG, DREW MINDELL.
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AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

MIKE GREEN: his humour is
built around making fun of his
generation and their idiosyn-
crasies. “That’s what younger
audiences want to hear.”

Disabled Israeli vet sets himself alight
JERUSALEM (JTA) – A disabled Israeli veteran set himself alight two days after the death of

an Israeli protester who set himself on fire during a social justice protest.
The 45-year-old veteran, who used a wheelchair, poured gasoline on himself Sunday at a

bus station in Yehud in central Israel. Onlookers doused the flames.
He was taken to a hospital in Tel Aviv with burns on 80 percent of his body, according to

reports.
His self-immolation occurred hours before the scheduled funeral of Moshe Silman, who

set himself alight a week ago, during a social justice protest, and died on July 20.
Protest leaders, Silman’s family and organizations that help the poor have come out pub-

licly against imitating Silman’s desperate act, but at least six people have threatened to set
themselves on fire in recent days.

The disabled veteran reportedly was in severe financial hardship. 



By MYRON LOVE
To most of us, death remains a mystery –

and I am not just referring to the question of
where the soul goes after death (assuming
one believes in a soul). On a more practical
level, when a loved one dies –either at home
or in hospital – there are certain Jewish ritu-
als as well as official hospital procedures that
must be followed.

How many readers are aware of what those
rituals are?

To explain what is involved, I contacted
Rena Boroditsky, the executive director of the
Chesed Shel Emes (our community’s non-
profit Jewish funeral chapel) and without a
doubt our community’s expert on Jewish ritu-
als around death and dying.

Boroditsky notes first of all that in Judaism,
there is the vidui or death-bed confession.
(The Catholics probably got it from us.) “Yom
Kippur is a rehearsal for the vidui,” she says.
“On Yom Kippur, we dress in white - similar
to the shrouds of death – don’t eat or drink
and make atonement for our deeds over the
course of the year.”

At the moment of death, the deceased’s
eyes should be closed and the body should
be covered in entirety, she says. “In our tradi-
tion, it is considered disrespectful to look at

the face of a person who has died,” she points
out. “If possible, the feet of the deceased
should face the door. A candle may be lit at
the head of the deceased (although that may
not be possible in a hospital setting with oxy-
gen).”

She adds that the deceased should not be
touched. Relatives and friends may ask for-
giveness from the deceased at this time.

It is also preferable that the washing and
preparation of the body for burial be done by
the chevra kadishe volunteers. “In some hos-
pitals, it is hospital policy that patients who
have died are taken to the morgue where they
are washed and wrapped in plastic,” she
notes. “We ask the hospitals not to do that
with Jewish bodies. We would rather pick up
the body as is right from the bed.”

She points out that the Chesed Shel Emes
can’t pick up bodies until the hospital issues
an official release. That can take anywhere
from 20 minutes to 24 hours, she says.

“In our tradition,” she says, “the body is
never to be left alone. A loved one or friend
should remain with the body at least until the
body is transferred to the Chesed Shel Emes.

“It is customary for the individual watching
over the body to read aloud from the book of
psalms. The idea is that the soul is embarking

on a rocky path and that the psalms helps
with the transition. Once at the Chesed Shel
Emes, we provide people to stay with the
body up until the funeral.”

Boroditsky points out that there can be
complications for those who want to remain
with their loved one’s bodies. “The hospitals
often need the beds,” she says. “Different
hospitals make different arrangements. St.
Boniface Hospital, for example, has an ante-
room to the side of the morgue when the fam-
ily can sit with the body. But staff has to be on
hand which may be difficult to arrange if you
are sitting over a Shabbat or Yom Tov.”

She reports that she is working with the hos-
pitals to try to accommodate Jewish families.
“Hospital staff generally want to do the right
thing,” she says.

Individuals who die suddenly at home may
be required to undergo autopsies. In cases of
terminally ill patients who choose to die at
home with medical clearance, the Chesed
Shel Emes can pick up the bodies directly
from the home.

Boroditsky notes that the Chesed Shel Emes
and Congregations Etz Chayim and Shaarey
Zedek (which oversee the community’s four
official Jewish cemeteries) have staff on call at
all hours.

“We are trying to put together a group of
volunteers - of clergy and lay people- who
would be willing to be available to go to the
hospitals on Yom Tov or Shabbat in case of a
death,” she says. 

For further information, phone the Chesed
Shel Emes at 582-5088 or contact the Jewish
chaplain through the Jewish Child & Family
Service (477-7430).
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Jewish procedures immediately after death
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By URIEL HEILMAN
(JTA) – For the second time

in just two months, the Israeli
political universe was upend-
ed when Shaul Mofaz’s
Kadima Party voted to quit
Israel’s governing coalition. 

Kadima’s departure, the
result of a breakdown in nego-
tiations over reforming Israel’s
military draft law to include
haredi Orthodox Jews, shatters
the 94-seat super-majority that
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu con-
trolled in the 120-seat Knesset. 

It also raises questions for the
future of Kadima, Israel’s draft
and the timing of new elections. 

While the loss of Kadima’s 28 seats still
leaves Netanyahu’s coalition with the
majority it needs to govern, Netanyahu is
now seen as more likely to move up Israel’s
next elections, which now are scheduled
for the fall of 2013. 

Netanyahu had been set to dissolve the
Knesset and call for new elections nine
weeks ago when Mofaz stunned the Israeli
political establishment by bringing
Kadima, Israel’s main opposition party, into
the governing coalition. The move was
seen as a gambit by Mofaz, who had won
Kadima’s leadership several weeks earlier,
to stave off elections in which Kadima was
set to lose significant ground. 

For Netanyahu, the coalition deal was a
way both to hobble the opposition and
give him more leeway in formulating a
new military draft law. In February, Israel’s
Supreme Court struck down the current
draft regulation, called the Tal Law, which
excuses haredi Orthodox from universal
mandatory military service for Israeli Jews.

The court ordered that a
new law be enacted by
Aug. 1 or else all Israeli
Jews would be subject to
the draft. 

Netanyahu’s other coali-
tion partners include hare-
di Orthodox parties that
oppose drafting large
numbers of haredi men or
subjecting them to nation-
al service. 

The debate over the new
draft law has roiled Israel
in recent weeks. Many
Israelis long have resented
what they see as the free
ride given to haredi

Israelis, who are not required to serve in
the army but are still eligible for state wel-
fare benefits. 

In the end it was Kadima that quit the
government in protest over proposed
reforms that it said did not go far enough. 

At a news conference Tuesday announc-
ing Kadima’s decision to leave the govern-
ment, Mofaz said he had rejected
Netanyahu’s proposal of deferring national
service until age 26; Kadima wanted the
draft deferral to end at age 22. 

“It is with deep regret that I say that there
is no choice but to decide to leave the gov-
ernment,” Mofaz told a closed-door meet-
ing of Kadima on Tuesday, according to the
Israeli news site Ynet. Only three of
Kadima’s 28 members voted in favor of
staying in the coalition. 

“Netanyahu has chosen to side with the
draft-dodgers,” Mofaz told reporters after
the meeting, according to Haaretz. “I have
reached an understanding that the prime
minister has not left us a choice and so we
have responded.” 

NEWS ANALYSIS

Israeli political constellation realigns as 
Kadima quits government 

SHAUL MOFAZ
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Jill Brandes

Who knew there was such a
“holiday”? Like me, you prob-
ably assumed that every day
was kissing day. After all, on
any given day we kiss our
spouses, kids, grandkids, hot
dates, and good friends, and
it’s not unheard of to give our
dogs, cats or hamsters an
occasional smooch.

When I found out that I had missed this momentous
occasion, I wanted to learn more. Legend has it that a
dental insurance company in England dreamed up the
concept as part of an ad campaign to promote their
coverage for better dental health (and kissing sweet
breath!).

Their idea morphed into an annual British celebra-
tion of the” lip-lock”, where people wax lyrical with
essays, poems and songs on the subject, and scholars
and scientists gather to dissect and describe all aspects
of this activity. The idea of designating a day to remind
people of the simple pleasures of kissing for kissing’s
sake, inspired the United Nations to make it an official
holiday some twenty years ago.

Determined not to let Kissing Day pass unnoticed, I
decided to celebrate the “lip side” in this week’s “Flip
Side” 

The First Kiss
Do you remember your first “romantic” kiss? For me it happened

when I was in grade six and I was invited to my first “boy-girl” party.
Roger Gilbert, class “hunk”, was having a birthday and I was thrilled
to be invited. His avant-garde Parisian parents left five girls, five boys
and an empty pop bottle in Roger’s bedroom and closed the door. That
was my introduction to “Spin the Bottle”.

Remember how it goes? A boy “spins” the bottle. When it stops, if

the bottle’s neck points to a girl, she has to
kiss him. Sweaty-palmed Andre Spindler
spun and won a kiss from me – hopefully,
things would improve.

Passion Pit Puckering
In my day, it was a safe bet that if some-

one turned the lights down low and put on
Johnny Mathis singing “Chances Are” on
the stereo, chances were that your dancing
partner would start blowing in your ear, a
first move towards “the kiss”. If you were
with your special “squeeze” this was pret-
ty exciting. If you were with a bad blind
date, well…

Years later, a male friend told me that as
a teen he was “stressed out” when it came
to kissing. “How and when do I move in?
Is my breath okay? What if I drool? What if
she rejects me?”

Teenage kissing was truly a time filled
with angst and raging hormones.

True Love’s Kiss
This is the kiss that truly packs a punch.

It happens when you meet someone and
the two of you “click”. The attraction is

physical, emotional and intellectual - “the whole package”. This is the
kind of kiss that leads to intimacy and usually, to….the altar!

The Sweetest Kisses
Aside from the Hershey’s variety, I think the sweetest kisses come

from children or grandchildren. However, some might argue that their
sweetest kisses come from their pets. In fact, if you believe You Tube’s
“dog book “, 67% of dog owners would rather kiss their dogs than
their spouses!

Superstitious Kisses
Have you ever kissed a rabbit’s foot, a pair of dice, or some other

“special” charm?
There are folks who believe that kissing an inanimate object will

somehow make them healthy, wealthy and wise. Who knows? Just
think of the countless numbers of tourists who have travelled to
Ireland to kiss The Blarney Stone, believing that by doing so, they
might gain ‘The Gift of the Gab” and untold riches to boot!

Yes, kissing can convey all sorts of emotions without saying a thing.
A kiss “Hello” can mean, “Happy to see you” or “Welcome home”. A
kiss “goodbye” can convey, “Sorry to see you go, I’ll miss you so!” You
can say “Thank You” to a close friend with a kiss or “I’m a phony. I
hardly know you, so let’s do it just for show!” with a Hollywood air
kiss!

Finally, the best thing about kissing is that you don’t have wait for a
holiday. You can celebrate it right now. Kiss a friend, loved one or your
favorite pet, and toast each other with chocolate kisses.

A kiss is still a kiss., so pucker up - MMMWAH!!!

Did you celebrate International Kissing Day on July 6th?

Years later, a male friend told
me that as a teen he was

“stressed out” when it came
to kissing. “How and when do
I move in? Is my breath okay?
What if I drool? What if she

rejects me?”
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ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES

Disney heir renounces profits from Ahava
JERUSALEM (JTA) – A member of the Disney family is renouncing

her share of the profits from her family’s investment in Ahava, which
has its factory in a West Bank settlement.

Abigail Disney, daughter of Roy Disney, who co-founded The
Walt Disney Company, said Monday morning that she would
donate her profits and an equal amount of the worth of her shares
of the skin care company to organizations “working to end this ille-
gal exploitation.” 

Ahava’s factory and visitors’ center is located in the Mitzpe
Shalem settlement. 

The Disney family’s Shamrock Holdings Inc. owns about 18.5 per-
cent of Ahava

“While I will always hold my colleagues and coworkers in the
highest regard, I cannot in good conscience profit from what is tech-
nically the ‘plunder’ or ‘pillage’ of occupied natural resources and
the company’s situating its factory in an Israeli settlement in the
Occupied West Bank,” Abigail Disney said in a statement. “Because
of complicated legal and financial constraints I am unable to with-
draw my investment at this time, but will donate the corpus of the
investment as well as the profits accrued to me during the term of
my involvement to organizations working to end this illegal
exploitation.”



By MYRON LOVE
It was 100 years ago that

Moses (Moshe) and Bessie Daiter
joined the growing Jewish farm-
ing colony at Birds Hill. And, on
the September long weekend,
their descendants are celebrating
the occasion with a family
reunion in Winnipeg..

“Not only is this the 100th

anniversary of our family in
Winnipeg, but also this year
marks the 100th anniversary of
the establishment of the Jewish
Agricultural Settlement in Birds
Hill,” says Rosalie Lazar, one of
Moshe and Bessie’s great grand-
children and one of the organiz-
ers of the reunion. 

“The previous generation had
two family reunions many years
ago. Some of us decided that it
was time to do it for our genera-
tion.

The organizers are hoping to
attract about 100 family mem-
bers to the reunion. Thus far, 50 are confirmed with a sizeable con-
tingent coming from Toronto and other responses from Calgary, New
Jersey and St. Cloud, Minnesota. 

Lazar notes that there are currently 70 Daiter great-grandchildren
and more than 200 great great-grandchildren.

Great-grandson Sid
Chapnick, who is also on the
organizing committee, notes
that the committee members
began planning the reunion
in the spring of 2011.

The weekend activities will
include a Friday Shabbat sup-
per at Temple Shalom, a
Kiddush at Congregation Etz
Chayim following Shabbat
morning services, a tour of
the Forks, the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights
building site and the old
immigration sheds which are
at the Forks. (Lazar notes that
the immigration sheds were
for eastern European newcomers. The British immigrants were
processed in an “immigration hall”.)

On Saturday evening, the group will dine at Celebrations Dinner
Theatre.

Sunday will be the big day for the reunion, Chapnick notes. The fam-
ily members will bus out to the old Birds Hill and neighbouring Pine
Ridge Colony (Pine Ridge was a sister Jewish farm colony) site. The
first stop will be at the B’nai Abraham cemetery to visit family grave
sites. At the farm colony site, they will stop at the former Beth Sha’ul
synagogue, the site of the Daiter Family’s former homestead and the
building that housed the North Springfield school. 7 p.m. 

“The old school building is still standing.” Notes Ricki Segal. “Three
generations of Daiters attended that school.”

The group will spend the rest of the afternoon and early evening at
Birds Hill Provincial Park enjoying a picnic, games and socializing.

The weekend will conclude with Monday Brunch for those out-of-
towners still here.

Lazar notes that Moshe Daiter came a few years earlier with his two
oldest sons, Saul and Sam. The family was from the town of Proskurov
(which was located between Odessa and Lemberg - now Lvov – in the
Pale of Settlement).

“Our great-grandfather heard that the Jewish Colonization
Association (founded by the French Baron de Hirsch) was offering free
land to encourage Jewish farmers,” Lazar says. “Our family (which
eventually consisted of eight children) was one of 37 Jewish families
that accepted the offer of land at Birds Hill.”

(The neighbouring Pine Ridge Colony, which was started in 1907,
had 43 Jewish families.)

Each family was given ten acres of land, $1,000, two horses, 18
cows and 20 chickens. Our family grew potatoes and hay and plant-
ed a garden.

”We were able to access the Canadian Jewish Congress’ Canadian

Jewish Colonization
Association’s records,” Lazar
notes.

Some of the other Jewish farm
families at Birds Hill, Lazar
notes, were the Simkin Family
(who were next door neighbours
to the Daiter Family and recently
had their own family reunion),
Averbachs, Congavoys,
Cooperstocks, Davidows,
Gordons, Lazars (Rosalie Lazar’s
paternal family), Maslowskys,
Navrilanskys (Fred Narvey’s fam-
ily), Kurnarskys and Robinsons.

“I have many fond memories of
visiting the family farm,” Ricki
Segal says. “We used to go out
every Sunday when I was grow-
ing up. Our baba would make
scrambled eggs and sardines for
supper. We kids would play and
run around. It was very haimish.”

She adds that for the families
who couldn’t afford a cottage at
the beach in the summers, the

farm was a happy alternative. “We could visit with our extended fam-
ily. There was a constant stream of visitors.”

Lazar notes that the family maintained the farm right up until the
1990s. “The Daiters and the Maslowskys were the last Jewish farmers
out there,” she says.

She is hopeful that other descendants of Birds Hill’s Jewish farm fam-
ilies may take an interest in the site and get together at some future
date to erect a plaque or memorial.
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Daiter family reunion scheduled for September long weekend

l-r SID CHAPNICK, ROSALIE LAZAR, RICKI SEGAL.

“Our great-grandfather
heard that the Jewish

Colonization Association
(founded by the French

Baron de Hirsch) was offer-
ing free land to encourage

Jewish farmers,” Lazar says.
“Our family (which eventu-
ally consisted of eight chil-
dren) was one of 37 Jewish
families that accepted the
offer of land at Birds Hill.”
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By BERNIE BELLAN
The long goodbye – continued
The tears were not flowing as the members of the Tuesday noon floor

hockey league gathered to bid farewell to Gerry Posner on July 17.
Along with veteran member Lyle Smordin, Posner represents a con-

nection to some of the very earliest days of the league, which began
playing in the old Y.M.H.A. on Hargrave in the 1960’s. (Smordin is the
last of the original members of the league still to be playing).

As has been noted before in this paper, the Tuesday men’s floor
hockey league brings together players who range in age from their late
teens to their 70’s.

When the group had finished playing this particular Tuesday, one by
one they traipsed into “Boardroom 4” in the Asper Campus – which,
it turns out, is located adjacent to the B’nai Brith office on the main
floor.

Before everyone had gathered, however, I had a chance to talk with
Smordin and Posner about some of the old days. Smordin recalled
occasions where players had actually engaged in fights on the floor –
although in some cases they were players on the same team!

While the play is certainly competitive, those types of incidents are
long in the past and the camaraderie (along with the exercise) is what
keeps most of these guys coming out week after week (as opposed to
the lure of possible violence!).

As Gerry Posner remarked about himself as a player: “I can’t shoot,
I’m a lousy passer, I wouldn’t be any good in goal – but I was a warm
body…if they needed someone to fill out a team, I was there!”

Continuing the same good-natured ribbing and self-effacement that
we saw at the farewell reception for Gerry and Sherna Posner on July
9 at the Shaarey Zedek, Posner admitted that an all-star athlete he is
not, saying that, when he plays slo-pitch “I don’t ‘slo-pitch’, I pitch

slow.”
Yet, Lyle Smordin did come to Posner’s defence, pointing out that

Posner had actually been an all-star quarterback in AZA (for the
Toppers). 

Asked to explain that somewhat surprising tidbit of information,
Posner did disclose that he didn’t throw one pass as a quarterback.
“All that I did was hand it off to the running back,” he noted.

Still, as the 11 or so floor hockey players who were there on July 17
finished off their sandwiches, the ties that bind a group of guys that
represented three different generations were clear to see. 

But, as someone remarked to Posner: “This was supposed to have
been your last game. You better not show up next week.”

Men’s floor hockey league bids adieu to longtime member Gerry Posner

Floor hockey league players from the game on March 1, 2011. Back
row, left to right: Mark Spencer, Larry Booke, Danny Stoller, Leo
Blankstein, Lyle Smordin, Jim Chess, Sid Hochman. Front row, left to
right: Matthew Campbell, Gerry Posner, Manuel Sousa, Bruce Pillar,
Art Maister.

“Gerry was so quiet, gentle and
docile (as a young student) that I
thought he might end up as a
shepherd.”

On a more serious note, Nozick paid tribute to Gerry’s many con-
tributions to the keeping of the history of Winnipeg’s Jewish com-
munity, referring to him as “the gatekeeper” and as “the historian”.

By the way, another main purpose to having this particular
farewell was to let people know of the creation of “The Shmerya
(Gerry’s great-grandfather) and Yudasha (his great-grandmother)
Posner New Canadian Archive”.

In Gerry’s words, the archive “could be a place at the Jewish
Heritage Centre of Western Canada where people like me could
donate their family memorabilia honouring their own ancestors.”

Michael Posner spoke of his brother and sister-in-law’s many con-
tributions to Jewish life in Winnipeg, saying that “What I find truly
remarkable is this turnout tonight. It’s a tribute to Gerry and Sherna,
a tribute to the community, and a tribute to friendship…Friendship
and community is what sustains us. It’s a bulwark against the dark
forces that sometimes confront us.”

Michael went on to refer to baseball manager Leo Durocher’s
famed dictum that “nice guys finish last”, suggesting that, in Gerry
and Sherna’s case, “nice guys finish first”.

Michael and sister Linda rounded out their contribution to the
evening by performing a very clever song entitled “What friends are
these the Posners”, which included the line “Winnipeg’s loss is
Toronto’s gain.”

In bringing the evening to a close, Gerry Posner himself confront-
ed the question that was on the minds of many of the guests who
came out that particular evening: “Why has it taken so long for us
to leave?”

The answer, he said, was “It’s the most difficult problem we’ve
ever had to deal with.”

Gerry also went on to explain how it was that he and Sherna came
to allow the Jewish Heritage Centre to create this special evening in
their honour: “When Abe Anhang (the originator of the idea to hold
a special evening to bid the Posners good bye) first approached us
with the idea, he gave us two good reasons to say yes: The first is
that when else would you get the opportunity to say good bye to so
many people at one time? The second was that it was an opportuni-
ty to raise money for the Jewish Heritage Centre.”

A truly remarkable evening – for two very special people. We’ll
miss them, although it’s a certainty that both Gerry and Sherna will
maintain very strong ties to our community in the years to come –
and that Gerry will remain a regular columnist for this paper.

The Long Goodbye
Continued from page 3.

JIM CHESS (left) presents GERRY POSNER with a framed photo of
the members of the Men’s Tuesday Floor Hockey League. (The actu-
al photo is reproduced below.)

An informal moment as Gerry is bade farewell after his final floor
hockey game July 17 – after over 40 years of playing.



By MYRON LOVE
As many readers

are undoubtedly
aware, the
Holocaust produced
thousands of unsung
heroes – certainly
not anywhere near
enough considering
the high cost our
people paid in blood
– but heroes
nonetheless who, in
many cases, paid
with their own lives
for trying to save
Jews. One such fam-
ily was the
Jablonowski Family,
farmers near the vil-
lage of Paski in the
municipality of
Teresin just to the
west of Warsaw.

The Jablonowski
Family hid a Jewish
father and son for
more than a year
until they were sold
out to the Nazis in
June, 1943.
A l e k s a n d e r
Jablonowski and the
Jewish father and
son were murdered
while Jablonowski’s
16-year-old son,
Stanislaw, and three
other Poles who
were involved were
interned in
Auschwitz. 

The Jablonowski Family will not likely ever be recognized by Yad
Vashem because there are no witnesses to testify to their courage. The

names of the Jewish father and son remain unknown. (The son was
known as Motyl but the last name remains a mystery).

The only proof of the family’s bravery is a witness declaration signed
by Stanislaw Zielinski, Jan Domagala and Ireneusz Mezinski – the oth-
ers interned in Auschwitz with Stanislaw Jablonowski – in March,
1960, in Poland. Stanislaw Jablonowski’s widow, Antonina, has a copy
of the document – in Polish and with an English translation – as well
as a Jewish National Fund tribute card sent to her by Lorne Raber of
Eden Memorial in 1999 in commemoration of her husband’s passing.

“I bought a JNF grove of trees in Israel in the mid-1990s,” says Lorne
Raber, Eden Memorial’s president. “I would plant a tree in the grove in
memory of Jewish clients. When Stanislaw Jablonowski’s daughter told
me about the family’s efforts to save the Jewish father and son, I felt that
was worthy of a tree, too. Stanislaw was also a Holocaust survivor.”

Both Stanislaw and Antonina were Holocaust survivors. Antonina is
originally from Russia (near Leningrad). She was among thousands of
Russian girls who were taken by the Germans to Germany to work in
farmers’ fields. She met Stanislaw in a displaced persons camp after
the war and heard his story. The couple married in Germany They
came to Canada in 1961 under a special government program for
Holocaust survivors.

“My husband had TB at the time as a result of his time in Auschwitz,”
she says. “In Canada, he could receive better treatment.”

The family - which also included two children (a third was born in
Winnipeg – was originally sponsored by a Catholic women’s organi-
zation in Saskatchewan. The family only remained in Saskatchewan
for a few months before settling in Winnipeg’s north end.

“There were no jobs in Saskatchewan,” Antonina says.
“We came here with no money and no education,” she recalls. “My

husband found work as a janitor in a denturist’s office and eventually
became a denturist.”

Antonina worked as a cleaning lady while raising her children. She
sold her home and moved into the Bet Am just a few months ago. She
notes that she still has a brother-in-law in Poland and that the family
still owns the farm.
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Polish farming family one of thousands of unsung heroes of Holocaust

ANTONINA JABLONOWSKI with JNF card
from Eden Memorial in memory of her hus-
band, Stanislaw.
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Survey finds young Frenchmen unfamiliar
with WWII Jewish roundup

(JTA) – Most young Frenchmen never heard of the World War II
roundup of Paris Jews, a survey shows. 

The recent survey showed most young French adults were
unaware of the deportation of Parisian Jews during the Holocaust. 

Sixty percent of respondents aged 18 to 24 said they never heard
of the Vel d’Hiv Roundup of July 16-17, 1942, when French police
rounded up some 13,000 Jews in and around Paris. They were held
near the Eiffel Tower before being shipped for extermination to
Auschwitz.

The Union of French Jewish Students commissioned the leading
polling company CSA to perform the survey, which includes
answers from 1,056 respondents. The union published the results on
the 70th anniversary of the deportation.

The survey showed young adults know less about the roundup
than the average French adult. Among the general population, 42
percent of respondents had never heard of the roundup.

In 1995, then-President Jacques Chirac apologized for the French
police’s role in the murder of the Jews arrested in the Vel d’Hiv
Roundup. Popularly known in French as La Rafle (“The Raid”), the
roundup has been the subject of books, poems and movies. 

The survey revealed 32 percent of young French adults knew that
French police had been responsible for arresting the Jews of Paris.
That figure was 46 percent among the general population. 

Eighty-five percent of all respondents said teaching about the
Holocaust was “important.”

Dr. Richard Prasquier, president of the CRIF umbrella group of
French Jewish communities, said the poll shows “there is a lot that
needs to be done, but there are also positive points.” 

Meanwhile, an exhibit of police archives from the French depor-
tation, including photos, signatures and records of personal posses-
sions from many of the victims, is set to go on display Thursday in
Paris.

The Jablonowski Family hid a
Jewish father and son for more

than a year until they were sold out
to the Nazis in June, 1943.

Aleksander Jablonowski and the
Jewish father and son were mur-

dered while Jablonowski’s 16-year-
old son, Stanislaw, and three other

Poles who were involved were
interned in Auschwitz.
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There is something for everyone this sum-
mer when it comes to summer daycamps, and
here’s a look at what’s out there.

As of a few years ago, the Rady JCC opted
to turn their good but somewhat small-scale
daycamp into something exceptional, reach-
ing the broadest possible spectrum of kids.

“Under [camp director] Jamie Kagan’s
direction, we’re very proud to have one of the

top camps in Winnipeg,” said Rady JCC executive director, Gayle
Waxman, who noted the number of Rady campers each year is on the
rise. “Most importantly, the kids have a great time and the parents feel
great knowing their kids are well taken care of. 

“We have a great selection of camps this year and wonderful coun-
sellors. I expect we’ll see this year break our previous attendance
records and be the best year yet.”

Kagan, who has been camp director for about four years now and is
a Gray Academy of Jewish Education educator during the school year,
especially appreciates getting “to do great, creative projects and sci-
ence activities that I wouldn’t necessarily get to do in a classroom.
With camps, there aren’t provincial curricula you need to cover, so
you get to focus on just the fun stuff.” 

This year, according to Kagan, there are 44 different Rady camps –
from “Iron Chef for Kids” run by The Lobby’s executive chef, to “Video
Game Design”, various robotics, dance, technical, and art camps. 

“I think our camps have grown because of the calibre, quality, and
range of our instructors,” said Kagan, who personally seeks out expert
instructors. “The camps have quadrupled in the last four years, having
gone from 400-500 kids each summer to 1500-1600 kids.” 

The Rady camp fees range from $170-$225 (depending on the
camp) with the aim of not turning any child away (with scholarships
available). The camps run all day for a week. 

Rady daycamps generally run for week-long sessions from July 3 to
August 31, and are run out of the Rose and Max Rady JCC, at 123

Doncaster St.
The Shemesh program is for pre-schoolers, ages 3-5, for full or half-

day camp. The Keshet program is for children, ages 6-12, for full day-
camp. As well, Teen Connection Camp is available for teens with dis-
abilities, ages 13-19.

“We’re now the second-largest day camp in the city, after the U of
M,” said Kagan. “We have kids from all over and just outside the city
coming to the camps from all different backgrounds.”

For more information, visit www.radyjcc.com. 

Another Jewish summer daycamp option is Camp Gan Israel (more
affectionately known as “Camp Gan Izzy”), which offers children
from diverse Jewish backgrounds a fun camp experience, while also
instilling a love of Jewish heritage. 

Winnipeg’s Camp Gan Israel is a pioneer in Jewish camping, with
innovative ideas and creative activities.

The Rebbe Israel Baal Shem Tov founded the first Camp Gan Israel
in New York. There are now over 400 camps with over 150,000 chil-
dren attending worldwide in the Chabad Lubavitch network of Jewish
day and overnight camps. In Winnipeg, Gan Israel’s central campsite
is in the Jewish Learning Centre, located at 1845 Mathers Ave. right
beside a playground and outdoor sports fields.

Camp Gan Israel runs from Mon., July 2 to Fri., July 13, and again
from Mon., July 16 to Fri., July 27 (from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. with the
extended care option of until 4 p.m.). A one-week session is $250,
and for two weeks, it is $400. 

Daycamp programs include Mini Gan Izzy for children ages 2-3,
Camp Gan Israel for those between the age of 4 and 12, and a 7-8-
year-old girls Pioneers camp. 

For more information, call (204) 339-8737, ext 201.

Other local daycamp options include those offered by the University
of Manitoba, the YMCA, The Zoo, and Fort Whyte Alive.

Getting a bird’s eye view into summer daycamps

Camp Gan Israel Daycamps.

Rady JCC Daycamps – now the second-largest day camp program in
the city.
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By REBECA KUROPATWA
Winnipeggers Caithlin McArton and Catherine Emanuel were select-

ed as the only Canadians to attend the World Zionist Organization’s
(WZO) recent Women and Zionism Conference and Israel President’s
Conferences in Jerusalem. 

The WZO’s Department of Diaspora Activities works to deepen
Zionist/Jewish identity and to strengthen Diaspora Jews’ connection to
Israel. 

This year’s Zionist General Council Session XXXVI/3 theme was
“Women’s Empowerment in the Zionist World,” with the goal of bring-
ing together professional women (ages 25-35) from all over the world
to dialogue – toward inspiring renewed and strengthened identities
and finding ways to become involved in local communities. 

McArton, Apprenticeship Manitoba policy analyst in the Labour
Market Skills Division of the Department of Entrepreneurship,
Training, and Trade, felt honoured to be selected to attend the confer-
ences in Israel.

She especially found inspiration in meeting Jewish women from the
USA, Eastern Europe, South Africa, Chile, and New Zealand, “sharing
our thoughts on Jewish identity and the challenge of being Jewish in
the Diaspora.

‘The tour of Mount Herzl and the Herzl Museum was a true testa-
ment to the Jewish desire to succeed against all odds. The Presidential
Conference began with an address from the President of Israel,
Shimon Peres, who gave the Presidential Award to Dr. Henry
Kissinger.”

There were also several breakout sessions led by scholars, diplo-
mats, and international activists on a range of topics, such as Jewish
Identity, the Economic Crisis, Israeli Security, and Jewish Philanthropy.

“One of my goals is to become better acquainted with international
Jewish activism and social justice,” said McArton. “I believe a person
should be judged by their own merit and I’m not always comfortable
with religious ideology...[yet] I’m always looking for ways to maintain
a connection with my Jewish heritage.”

From the WZO’s
Women’s Conference,
McArton took away, “a
valuable learning oppor-
tunity to network and
develop contacts. I’d like
to apply these concepts,
principles, and knowl-
edge to develop educa-
tional awareness events –
not only on Jewish
themes but also on other
important issues to our
local Canadian commu-
nity.”

Like McArton, what
Emanuel greatly appreciated on this trip was “getting to meet a group
of women from Jewish communities all over the world as well to lis-
ten to so many great speakers. We were inspired to return home,
inspired to do great things.

“The conference with this year’s theme on empowering women was
specifically for young women and was a spin-off from the council
itself, which is mostly older men and women from all over the world.”

According to Emanuel, she and McArton, “simply applied to go and
were accepted, which is a great honour. We were the only two
Canadians at the women and Zionism conference (but there were
other Canadians at the presidential conference) along with young pro-
fessionals from many other countries, including the USA, South
Africa, Chile, Hungary, and Romania. 

“We were chosen because we have a Jewish affiliation, a love for
Israel, and excitement for change in Winnipeg. We demonstrated our
excitement about learning from the WZO and commitment to return-
ing and taking a more active role in the Winnipeg Zionist communi-
ty.”

Emanuel (32) who is married to Marty Emanuel and has two chil-
dren (2-year-old daughter, Samara, and 5-month-old son, Levi), said
she especially enjoyed FeminIsrael – Zionism from a Female
Perspective Conference topics, such as Israelis Leading Change, Israel
in the Eyes of Diaspora Jewry, and Women’s Empowerment in the
Zionist World. 

Outside of the conferences, Emanuel’s most memorable experience
was having joined in the Darchay Noam congregation on Friday night
and attended Shabbat services at that Reform congregation (along
with McArton). This was set up through ARZA, the Zionist Voice of the
Reform Movement. “The service was lay-led by a cantorial student,
and it was just beautiful,” said Emanuel, who is a Reform Jew. “It was
the best Shabbat experience I’ve ever had in Israel, because it was

Reform. 
“We also went to the Arava and visited the only two Reform kib-

butzim, Kibbutz Lotan (an environmental kibbutz) and Kibbutz Yahel.
As well, we visited a ranch where two real sabra Israelis from Tel-Aviv
chose to live in the desert and pursue the real Zionist dream. They
planted olive and date trees, built a house, and are building guest
houses. That was really great and different – meeting real Israelis and
learning of their experiences as opposed to olim who have moved to
and settled in Israel.”

Emanuel is excited about starting up or seeing what sorts of Zionist
groups already exist in the Winnipeg Jewish community, and moving
forward from there. 

All 20 conference-goers from around the world were subsidized to
attend, only needing to contribute $500. The rest of the costs – from
airfare to accommodations, etc – were covered by the WZO.
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Two local women return inspired from Israel conferences

CAITHLIN MCARTON and CATHERINE EMANUEL

“One of my goals is to become
better acquainted with interna-

tional Jewish activism and
social justice,” said McArton. “I

believe a person should be
judged by their own merit and

I’m not always comfortable
with religious ideology...[yet]

I’m always looking for ways to
maintain a connection with my

Jewish heritage.”
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“Rachel’s Secret”
Written by Shelly Sanders
Published by Second Story Press 
Toronto, 2012
248 pages
Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

A few months back an occasional contribu-
tor to this paper, Marty Green, wrote a
provocative piece about Jewish life in Tsarist
Russia.

Marty upset some of our readers with what
he wrote. Here’s an excerpt from the article:
“There were three significant waves of
pogroms. The first was in the 1880’s in the
aftermath of the assassination of Tsar
Alexander. Although the news of these out-
rages terrified the Jewish community through-
out Russia, the total number of fatalities in
this period was in fact less than one hundred.
A more serious outbreak began with the
Kishinev pogrom in 1903, and over the next few years perhaps a
thousand Jews died in the unrest.” (emphasis mine) 

I admit that I wasn’t overly familiar with the Kishinev pogrom before,
although I had heard of it.

But, after reading Marty’s interesting take on life in Csarist Russia, I
was strongly motivated to read a novel which recently arrived at our
office, and which is set in Kishinev at the time of the terrible pogrom
to which Marty referred.

The book is titled “Rachel’s Secret”, and it marks the first book by a
Canadian writer by the name of Shelly Sanders, who describes herself
as having worked as a “freelance writer for almost 20 years.”

As a first effort, this book is excellent. Sanders has a keen eye for
detail, and she has obviously done quite a bit of research about life in
Kishinev in the early part of the 20th century. (Kishinev, by the way, is
a city in what is now known as Moldova, but which was formerly
known as Bessarabia.)

The story combines a great many true elements of what actually hap-
pened in the spring of 1903, when a young Russian by the name of
Mikhail Rybachenko was brutally murdered close to Kishinev. (In the
book the author has the murder actually take place in Kishinev.)

Shortly after young Mikhail’s murder, ugly rumours began to circu-
late that his death came at the hands of Jews and, since it was close
to the Passover season, the notorious blood libel once again came into
play.

What Sanders does so well is use the facts of which there can be no
dispute, such as the terribly anti-Semitic writings that appeared on a
regular basis in a Kishinev newspaper known as Bessarabetz, and
intertwine them with the fictitious part of her story.

The leading character in this book is a 14-year-old girl by the name
of Rachel Paskar who, as it turns out, happens to witness Mikhail’s
murder; however, anticipating that no good would come out of her
going to the local police to disclose what she has seen (for reasons that
I don’t want to give away here), she keeps it a “secret”.

As events unfold though, and with the local population being
whipped into a frenzy of anti-Semitism by the Bessarabetz, along with
the local Catholic bishop, the situation for the Kishinev Jewish popu-
lation becomes ever more dire.

Now, given that this is a historical novel and that we are well aware
of the terrible fate that awaits the Jewish community of Kishinev, it is
up to Sanders to set the tone so that, by the time the pogrom erupts,
we can feel the dread that has been welling up in every single Jew that
something terrible is imminent.

Once the violence breaks out, moreover, the book describes in care-
ful detail the lengths to which Rachel, her family, and their neigh-
bours, sought refuge in the flimsiest of hiding places, often to no avail. 

What Sanders does exceedingly well is create characters to whom
we can all relate. It turns out that she was inspired by her own grand-
mother’s life in Csarist Russia, and it is clear that her years as a free-
lance writer helped her to hone her writing skills beautifully.

The one frustrating thing that I found while I was reading “Rachel’s
Secret” – and it’s hardly a criticism, is that I didn’t really have a sense
of whether what ultimately happened in Kishinev was something
unique to that particular city in Russia, but if it was, why?

At certain points in the book various characters speak of fleeing to
other parts of Russia, but considering that so many of our grandpar-
ents and great-grandparents were also leaving or attempting to leave
Russia around the same time as the Kishinev pogrom, one might have
expected there to have been wholesale massacres of Jews in other
parts of Russia at that time.

Yet, as Marty Green noted in his piece, while perhaps as many as a
thousand Jews died in “the unrest” that began with the Kishinev
pogrom, compared with what was to happen less than 30 years later
to the mass of European Jewry, that was a relatively small number.
One of Marty’s points was that most of us probably assumed that the
numbers killed in pogroms was vastly higher.

But, as you imagine yourself in the place of Rachel, for instance, it
doesn’t matter whether it was one person or 50 people who might
have been killed in Kishinev in 1903 – it was the terrifying fear of what
might explode without any real warning, as it did in that particular
city, that impelled so many people to decide once and for all to leave
their homes in Russia and other parts of Eastern Europe.

It’s not that long ago, when you think about it. Could it happen
again? As we witness the rise of right-wing movements in many parts
of Europe and, as economic conditions only seem to worsen in so
many countries there, one wonders how long it will be before Jews
are scapegoated once again.

Kishinev pogrom of 1903 basis for compelling new book

The Kishinev Pogrom 1903.

Caring Compassionate PCaring Compassionate Professional Srofessional Serviceervice
you’ve come to trust

Call Elba Haid or
Angela Pollett at

REALCARE
day or night

Ph: (204) 957-7325
fax: (204) 975-1065

e-mail: elbahaid@realcare.ca
Offices at 1008-213 Notre Dame Ave.

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 1N3

Providing:
❤ Alzheimer Care ❤ Palliative Care ❤ Post-Operative Care 
❤ Stroke Care ❤ Long-Term Care ❤ Rehabilitation 
❤ Respite ❤ ‘Coming home’ new Moms and infants

Provided by: INSURED & BONDED
❤ RN’s ❤ LPN’s ❤ Health Care Aides
❤ Home Support Workers ❤ Companions

We offer a variety of programs and services - 
- individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
- Free nursing assessment
- 24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
- At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
- Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Elba Haid
President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

But, as you imagine yourself in the place of Rachel, for
instance, it doesn’t matter whether it was one person or

50 people who might have been killed in Kishinev in
1903 – it was the terrifying fear of what might explode

without any real warning, as it did in that particular
city, that impelled so many people to decide once and
for all to leave their homes in Russia and other parts of

Eastern Europe.



When
we last
c a u g h t
up with
J e f f
S t e i n -
berg, he
had two
kids and

was in Southern California
coaching football at a high
school with 3,000 students.

But if there is one thing about
the United States, it’s that every-
thing just seems to get bigger.
And in Steinberg’s case, also bet-
ter.

“I always wanted to coach football in the United States,” said
Steinberg, who grew up in Garden City, played quarterback for the
Nomads and eventually became the quarterbacks coach at the
University of Manitoba. 

“My goals today are a little different but not much. I want to contin-
ue having fun and continue getting a little closer to the beach.”

Since our last conversation, Jeff and Jocelyn (Galick) Steinberg have
added to their family. The couple now has four kids – daughters
Jaidyn, 7, Jordyn, 5, Jiliyn, 3, and son Jason, 6 months. The family has
moved from A.B. Miller High School in Fontana, Ca., a school with
3,000 students, to Santiago High School in Corona, Cal., a school with
4,000 students, that plays in one of the top high school football
leagues in the western United States.

A young man who was as confused as any college student at age 20
is now, at 46, one of the most highly regarded football coaches in one
of the most highly regarded football states in the entire USA. Jeff
Steinberg from Winnipeg’s north end runs a major prep football pro-
gram that turns out some of the best players in the world. He’s always
busy, always on the road and yet he’ll be the first to admit, he’s quite
often homesick.

“If there is one thing about California, it’s that you can always wear
shorts and flip-flops,” he said with a laugh. “But there are a lot of
things about Winnipeg that I enjoyed. It’s my hometown. It’s where I
got my start and I still have a lot of friends there.

“But I still love it here. Our family loves it here. We’ve been in
California since 1998, and it’s our home now. But I still pay attention
to football back home. I know what my friend Bobby Dyce is doing
with the Roughriders, and I know what’s going on with the Bisons and
the Bombers. But I wouldn’t trade my situation here. There is a lot of
pressure and it’s a job that never stops. The coaching profession is less
a job and more a lifestyle – my wife and kids really have to put up with
a lot and we don’t get to synagogue as often as we’d like – but this is
what I always wanted to do. I love it.”

For those who don’t know Jeff Steinberg, he grew up in the North
End and started playing six-man football in North Kildonan. He then
spent three years playing for the North Winnipeg Nomads.

“Then my parents split up and I moved with my mom and my step
dad to River Heights and played at Grant Park High School,” he
recalled. “Even then I always wanted to play in the United States.”

Steinberg spent a lot of his time in Grade 12 corresponding with
some U.S. colleges, when his head coach Ron Gustafson convinced
him that playing for the university in his home town was probably the
best thing he could ever do, so Steinberg gave up on his American
dream and signed up for duty at the University of Manitoba.

“My Grade 11 coach at Grant Park, Tim Raxter, spent a lot of time talk-
ing to me about the U of M, and Dennis Hrycaiko, the coach at the
time, worked hard to recruit me, and so I thought it was the right thing
to do.”

At the time, however, Steinberg wasn’t what you might call, “a good
student.” In fact, things got so bad in his second year that in order to
remain academically eligible to play football, he’d have to go to sum-
mer school.

“I had to make a decision,” he said. “Do I go to summer school and
work my butt off to get eligible to sit on the bench again or do I try
something else? That’s when Rod Outhwaite, the head coach of the St.
Vital Mustangs, talked to me about playing junior for the Mustangs. 

“So I decided to play for the Mustangs in order to get game experi-
ence and it was the best decision I could have made. I loved playing
for the Mustangs and we had such a good team. We went to the
national final against the Regina Rams and, in two years of playing for
the Mustangs, I also took university a lot more seriously. By the end of
my two years in St. Vital, I had a choice to go to Queens or the
University of Alberta to play.”

Because he wanted to stay in the West, he chose Alberta and com-
pleted his education degree. From that point forward, it was a slow,

but sure, trek toward American football.
“When I graduated from Alberta, I sent out 105 resumés and got one

interview,” Steinberg said with a laugh. “It was for a job in Phoenix,
and I didn’t get the job.”

So he moved back to Winnipeg, took a couple of long term substitute
teaching jobs, and ended up at Churchill High School, working for
then-Bulldogs football coach Brian Dobie, coaching the running backs.

He moved on to the Winnipeg Hawkeyes, with his best pals Rod
Outhwaite and Bobby Dyce, and finally arrived at the U of M, coach-
ing the quarterbacks for head coach Brian Dobie, while Dyce coached
the receivers.

“But I still wanted to coach in the United States, so I was still send-
ing out resumés, and finally, I got offered a job at a high school in the
high desert in California,” he said. “It was 1998, the first time I was
going to get to be a head coach and I just jumped at the chance.

“Now, it was not a very good program. They had had three coaches
in three years and both Jocelyn and I felt we’d be there a couple of
years and then try to move south and closer to the beach. But we fell
in love with the place. We made a lot of friends and, in the meantime,
we turned the program around. In fact, we made it so good that it was
recognized across the state. And, we threw the ball all over the place.
In my first game, we threw the ball 52 times and some people won-
dered what was going on. But, they started to buy into the idea, and
we went ahead and turned the game into a track meet.”

That solidified Steinberg’s reputation as a football coach. He moved
from there to a bigger school, A.B. Miller in Fontana, Cal., and after
being successful there, moved to his current post at Santiago High
School in Corona.

“This is a great community. It’s upper middle class with supportive
parents and great alumni and booster program. We’re playing in one
of the three toughest leagues in the entire state of California and, while
we still have some work to do, we’re getting better all the time.

“My goal here is simple: Teach these kids to be great men in their
community. If we do that, the winning part comes easy. Really easy.”
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Scott Taylor

Doing exactly what a man wants to do
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Head coach JEFF STEINBERG and the Santiago
Sharks. The Steinberg family.

By

SCOTT TAYLOR
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Recipes

It is customary for
Jews to refrain from
eating meat during
Nine days leading up
to the Ninth of Av
(Tisha B’av). It is a
day of mourning and
fasting. On this day
Jews remember the

destruction of the First Temple in 586 B.C.E.,
the destruction of the second temple in 70
C.E. as well as other tragedies suffered by
Jews in the past.

Here are some dairy and pareve options to
get you through the next week and a half.

* * *
ROASTED RED PEPPER MACARONI SALAD

(DAIRY)
1 red pepper
1 pound medium shelled macaroni
3 tsp olive oil
3 tsp vinegar
1 tsp lemon juice
1 tsp Dijon mustard
1 carrot
1/2 cup diced mozzarella cheese
1/2 cup frozen peas
1/2 cup green onion, sliced

Broil the red pepper, turning several times,
until blackened on all sides.

Remove from the oven and place in a paper
bag to cool. Cook the macaroni according to
the package directions. In a large bowl whisk
together the oil, vinegar, lemon juice and
mustard. Add the carrots, onion, mozzarella
and peas. When the macaroni is done drain it
thoroughly and then rinse it in cold water.
Add the macaroni to the dressing and veg-
etable mixture. Stir in thoroughly and set
aside for the moment. Peel, seed and dice the
cooked red pepper. Stir it into the salad.
Cover and chill the salad for several hours,
stirring occasionally to make sure that the
dressing is evenly distributed. Stir again just
before serving.

Serves 8 to 10 .

* * *
NO COOK TOMATO SOUP WITH

CUCUMBERS
6 ripe tomatoes - skins and seeds removed
1 medium cucumber - peel, cut in half and
dice
6 green onions, chop
1/2 cup tomato puree
2 cups tomato juice
1 tsp red wine vinegar
1 tbsp olive oil
1 garlic clove
1/2 - 1 tsp salt
1/2 tsp sugar
1 slice bread including crust and break into
large pieces

Place the bread in the food processor and
process to make crumbs. Add all the remain-
ing ingredients and blend everything finely
chopped. This soup does not have to be
smooth. It’s better chunky. Cover and chill at
least 4 hours. Makes 6 servings.

To remove the skins from the tomatoes,
place them in a pan of boiling water. Remove
from heat and let sit for a few minutes. Lift
from water with slotted spoon. Cool remove
skins. Cut in half and remove seeds.

* * *
VEGGIE TOPPED TILAPIA

4 tilapia fillets
1/3 cup white wine or vegetable broth
1 medium onion, finely chopped
1 medium green pepper finely chopped
1 small tomato chopped
3 tbsp lemon juice
1 tsp olive oil
1/4 tsp onion powder, garlic, and black pep-
per
1/4 cup shredded parmesan cheese

Place fillets in a 13 by 9 baking dish coated
with cooking spray. Drizzle with wine, sprin-
kle with seasoning. Combine the onion,
green pepper, tomato lemon juice, oil and
spoon over the fillets. Cover and bake at 425
for 15 minutes. Uncover, sprinkle with
cheese. Bake 5 to 10 minutes longer or until

vegetables are tender. Makes 4 serving.
* * *

SEASONED YUKON GOLD WEDGES
5 medium Yukon gold potatoes, cut into
wedges
1 tbsp olive oil
1/4 cup dry bread crumbs
1 -1/2 tsp paprika
3/4 tsp salt
1/4 tsp dry oregano
1/4 tsp dried thyme
1/4 tsp ground cumin
1/8 tsp pepper
1/8 tsp cayenne pepper

In a large bowl toss the potatoes with oil.
Combine the remaining ingredients sprinkle
over the potatoes to coat. Arrange potatoes in
a single layer on a cookie sheet that has been
coated with cooking spray. Bake uncovered
425 for 45 minutes or until tender.

* * *
BANANA SPILT CAKE 

1-1/2 cups graham cracker crumbs
1/3 cup margarine melted
2 pkg (250 gm) brick cream cheese softened
1 cup sugar
1 can crushed pineapple in juice, drained
6 bananas, divided
2 pkg jello instant vanilla pudding
2 cups cold milk
2 cups thawed cool whip whipped topping,
divided
1 cup chopped pecans

Mix graham crumbs and margarine and
press onto bottom of 13 by 9 inch pan. Freeze
10 minutes. Beat cream cheese and sugar
with a mixer or place in food processor.
Spread carefully over crust, top with pineap-
ple. Slice 4 bananas arrange over pineapple.
Beat pudding mixes and milk in a medium
bowl with a whisk for 2 minutes. Stir in 1 cup
cool whip, spread over banana layer in pan.
Top with remaining Cool whip. Place in
fridge for 5 hours. Slice remaining bananas
just before serving over dessert. Sprinkle with
nuts.

Nine meals for nine days

By

FRANCINE TELLER



OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
When sending in Obituaries or Yahrzeits, please
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doublespaced. We will not guarantee publication
of material that comes in that we cannot read.

delandes ad #2

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JULY 25

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

PHIL BEYER

would like to thank their relatives and

friends for their kind expressions of

sympathy and generous contributions made

in his memory.

It was very much appreciated.

The family of the late

RUTH COPP
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on
Sunday, July 29

at 3:30 p.m.
at the

Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Unveiling

In loving memory of

RUTH MIRIAM

(BABS) ASPER
who passed away

July 30, 2011
28 Days in Tammuz

— Forever in our hearts and
still deeply missed by her
children, grandchildren,
family and many friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID SAMUEL

KAUFMAN
who passed away
August 1, 2010
21 Days in Av

— Sadly remembered, forever
loved by his wife Nora,
children, grandchildren and
brothers.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SYLVIA DIXON-

SILVERMAN
who passed away
August 12, 2000

11 days in Av
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
Howard Dixon and Laureen
Bleet (Jack) and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

SARAH B.

WEISMAN
who passed away
August 27, 2000
27 Days in Av

JACK

WEISMAN
who passed away
August 16, 1967

10 Days in Av, 5727
— Ever remembered by your children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

In loving memory of
In Memoriam

GERTIE

WINESTOCK
who passed away
August 5, 2006
11 days in Av

EDWARD

WINESTOCK
who passed away

July 20, 1975
12 days in Av

— Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by Elaine and Sy,
Lois and Sid, Earl and Penny and families.

HARRY ZITZERMAN
On June 20, 2012 at the

Simkin Centre, Harry
passed away peacefully
in his 105th year, just two
weeks shy of his 106th
birthday.

He was predeceased by
his loving wife Minnie
(Manya), and is dearly
missed by his beloved son
Saul (Shelly), his niece
Janice Dietch, his grand-
children Mira Bedder and

David Zitzerman (and David’s wife Karen Friedman)
of Toronto, and his great-grandchildren, Erin, Leah,
Daniel, Matthew and Hannah.

Born in Brichan, Romania, Harry immigrated to
Canada in 1927 and married in 1934. He worked for
many years as a fur cutter, over 40 years with J.H.
Hecht Son Ltd. He was a graduate of a Gymnasia,
specializing in Russian History, and from the Baku
Yishiva as a Talmudic Scholar. He regularly attended
Shul and became a close friend of Rabbi Peretz
Weizman, who called Harry a true “Renaissance Man”
with deep moral convictions.

For many years he was the treasurer of his Bnai Brith
Lodge and, for over 60 years, remained a canvasser for
the United Jewish Appeal. He lived independently at
the Be’it Am until age 104 and was a terrific cook of
traditional Jewish recipes taught to him by his wife.

In his later 15 or more years he befriended his next
door neighbour, Dr. Phil Goldstein (Z.L), with whom
he shared many delicacies and serious discussions of
politics, religion and current events. Following Dr.
Phil’s passing he became endeared to Dr. Phil’s daugh-
ter, Evelyn Schaeffer, whom he considered his daugh-
ter.

He was very despondent over the loss of his son
Shelly’s wife, Zelma, whom he considered his very
own daughter. When asked about his longevity, he said
it was because of three factors: Eating right; having a
sense of humour; and running, not walking when the
Cossacks entered his village. His father, Bentzin, was
the medical doctor in the area, to whom a statue was
erected. His mother, Rachel, was killed at Auschwitz in
1942, as was his brother, Usher. His brothers, Phillip
and Louis, predeceased him in New York, as did his
sisters, Nadia and Freidl, in Brichan.

Graveside services were held at Rosh Pina Memorial
Park, with Rabbi Lander officiating. Pallbearers were:
David Zitzerman, Sheldon Altman, William Marantz,
Martin Buchwald, Jeffrey Buchwald, and Richard
Buchwald.

Donations may be made to a charity of your choice.
Condolences may be sent to his son at 210-321 Chaplin
Cres., Toronto, ON M5P 1B2.

Everyone should be blessed with Harry’s longevity
and spirit. He lived a wonderful life.

BEN KUSHNER
Peacefully, on July 21st

Ben passed away at the
age of 86 years. Ben was
a character, who made an
impression on everyone
he met.

Ben was born and
raised in the North end of
Winnipeg and, as he al-
ways said, “left home at
the age of nine and grew
up in the school of hard
knocks.” Ben was a proud

Veteran, Mason, and Shriner, and as a community
minded man, actively served on many boards, commit-
tees and organizations.

Ben had many careers, and always worked hard to
provide a good and happy life for his family.

Ben had countless wonderful and devoted friends
from all walks of life, both young and old, because he
valued friendship greatly.

Ben lived in Winnipeg, Portage La Prairie and Win-
nipeg Beach, always managing to create a network that
surrounded him.

Ben is survived by his children Paul (Linda), Michael
(Monica) and Gayle, and grandchildren Skye and Cara
Kushner, Gavin and Jared Kushner, Alana (Angela)
and Morgan Fiks, brother-in-law Ben Freitag, sister-
in-law Hazel Kushner, and numerous nieces and neph-
ews.  Ben was predeceased by his parents Meyer and
Clara, brothers George and John, sister Dobbie Freitag,
sister-in-law Ruth Kushner, and the love of life, his
wife Gladys and her extensive Shindleman family.

The funeral was held at Congregation Etz Chayim on
Tuesday, July 24th.

In lieu of flowers, a donation in Ben’s honour can be
made to a charity of your choice.

Benny, you had a full life and we were all enriched
by your presence, your tough-guy exterior and kind
heart will be missed.

PRIVATE PLEASE
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
AUGUST 1

In Memoriam

7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ROSE BELL
who passed away

July 29, 2005
Forever in our hearts.
We will always cherish your
memory.
—Lovingly,  your sons
Hannon and Kenneth and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISRAEL "JOE"

DREMAN
who passed away

July 31, 2000
29 days in Tamuz

— Lovingly remembered by
his children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

12th Yahrzeit

Always
Remembered

JOSEPH FAINMAN
who passed away
August 13, 1981
13 Days in Av

— Sadly missed by your
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PHILIP PERLOV
who passed away

July 17, 2002
9 Days in Av

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife
Chashke, his children: Claire
Goldman, Saul Perlov (Judy),
David Perlov (Rona), Yvette
Perlov, and his many
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RICHARD

ROSENBLAT
who passed away
August 2, 2006
7 Days in Av

To live in the hearts
Of ones we loved
Is not to die
— Forever loved & missed by
his wife, children, family &
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
IRVING

ROSSMAN
who passed away
August 5, 1998
13 Days in Av

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children
Dale and Penny,
grandchildren Robyn and
Heather (Lee), and great-
grandchildren Savanna and
Riley.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISADORE ISRAEL

SILVERMAN
who passed away
August 8, 1981
8 Days in Av

Loving memories will never die.
—Sadly missed by his
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,
father and zaidy

SID TREPEL
June 1937 - July 2004

— Always remembered -
enshrined in our hearts
forever - your loving wife
Marilyn, children and
grandchildren.
Your 5D's encourage us daily
DRIVE - DESIRE - DEDICATION
- DETERMINATION and DO IT.

8th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BILL FELDMAN
who passed away
August 4, 2007
20 Days in Av

You are forever in our hearts
We are grateful for the
wonderful times we shared
— Susan, Jennifer, Jonathan
as well as your many close
friends and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ANNIE

FRANKEL
who passed away
August 21, 1970

19 days in Av
— Ever remembered by your
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

LEONARD

GILLMAN
who passed away
August 8, 2000
7 Days in Av

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Freda,
children and grandchildren.

12th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GODEL JACK

GRUSHKO
who passed away

July 30, 1999
17 days in Av

— Sadly missed by your family
and friends.

In loving memory of

CLARA

HAMOVICH
who passed away

July 25, 2002
16 Days in Av

—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her  children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
29th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

GILDA KATZ
who passed away

July 30, 1983
20 Days in Av

— You are with us forever,
dearly loved and forever
missed day by day by your
children, grandchildren, sister
and family.

In Memoriam

On the 12th Yahrzeit
of our beloved

MARK ALAN

MASARSKY
who passed away
August 6, 1998

15th of Av
— Lovingly remembered,
always in our heart as a
wonderful, son, brother,
brother-in-law and uncle.

In loving memory of

MARIAN MINUK
who died the 10th of Av

(which, this year,
falls on July 29)

Not one moment has passed
without you being with us.
—In loving memory, your
children and grandchildren
Leah (Meir) Ghelfenstein &
Alan (Ronit) Keith, Laura,
Ainsley, Erin and Melissa
Minuk, Leigh & Lana Minuk
& Hunter Keith.

1st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL

ODWAK
who passed away
August 19, 2005
14 Days in Av

— He will be fondly
remembered by his wife,
children, grandchildren,
brother, sisters, cousins and
all their families and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
our very dear son,

JONATHON

BASS
who died tragically

July 30, 1992
Timeless to death he went,
his song of life was cut too
soon,
how sad - for he had more
songs.
—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his mom, dad,
grandmother, sister and
brother.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved

DAVID LUDWIG
who passed away

July 21, 1999;
the eighth day of Av

This month comes with deep
regret as it brings back a day
we will never forget. Our world
fell apart when we lost you.
Memories of you are present
daily through so many things.
Never a day goes by without
mentioning your name.

G-d has you in his keeping.
We have you in our hearts.

— You are loved and missed
by your family and friends.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MICHAEL RONNIE
STONE

who passed away
August 18th, 1997

15 Days in Av
You are always in our hearts
and our minds.
Forever missed and never
forgotten.
— Sincerely loved by your
parents Norman and Rachelle,
twin brother Bryan (Alda) and
sister Faith-Ann (Lorne),
nephew Aaron, and niece
Mica.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM
LAZARECK

who passed away
May 23, 1976

23 Days in Iyar

ANNA
LAZARECK

who passed away
September 6, 1989

6 Days in Elul
- Forever missed by your children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
our dear father,
grandfather, and
great-grandfather

BERNARD

SHIBOU
who passed away
August 12, 1984
14 Days in Av

In loving memory of
our dear mother,
grandmother, and
great-grandmother

SOPHIE
SHIBOU

who passed away
August 6, 2002
28 Days in Av

You are loved and missed every day.
—Your children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SHARON TOBI
SHINEWALD

(NEE PUTTER)
December 16, 1944 -

August 5, 2009
15 Days in Av 5769

— Loved, missed and
remembered by husband
Edward; children Benjamin
and Marice, Alix and Todd,
Jeremy and Samantha,
Michael and Jodi;
grandchildren Orly, Shai and
Lily; mother Rochelle;
siblings Judith, David and
Daniel; mother-in-law
Sophie; family and friends. In loving memory of our

beloved
father and grandfather

BURRICH

BARSKY
who passed away

July 29, 1969
14 days in Av

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

WILLIAM
COLISH

who passed away
August 3, 2001
14 Days in Av

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his son.

In loving memory of

RALPH SHAFF
who passed away

July 28, 2009
7 Days in Av

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Belva,
children, grandchildren,
brother Phillip, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, July 27 Candle Lighting: 8:57. Mincha: 8:55. Schacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 9:00.

Shabbat ends: 10:03.
Sunday Morning service: 9:00. Morning services: 8:00.
Mincha/maariv service for week of July 29-Aug 2: 8:55.
July 28/29 Fast Day Tisha B’Av Fast begins at 9:16 P.M. on the 28th, ends at 9:57 p.m. on

the 29th.
Friday, August 3 Candle Lighting: 8:49. Mincha: 8:50. Schacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 8:50.

Shabbat ends: 9:50.
Mincha/Maariv for August 5-9: 8:50.
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional

Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, July 27 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 8:59

p.m.
Saturday, July 28 - Devarim - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Begin fast 9:16 p.m. Shabbat ends 10:30 p.m. 
Sunday, July 29 - morning service 9:00 a.m. End fast 9:57 p.m. Tisha B’Av.
Monday, July 30-Thursday, Aug. 2 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 3 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 8:49

p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 4 - Va’Etchanan - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 9:50 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 5 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Aug. 6 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 7-

Thursday, Aug. 9 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK

561 Wellington Crescent; phone 452-3711; www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, July 27. Morning Service 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30

p.m.; Kabbalat Shabbat Alive with Keyboard 7:00 p.m.; Candle Lighting 9:00 p.m.
Shabbat, July 28 - Parashat Devarim / Shabbat Chazon. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening

Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Seudah Shlisheet leading into Tisha B’Av 6:30 p.m.; Havdallah 9:58 p.m.;
Reading of Lamentations 10:00 p.m.

Friday, August 3. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service
5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 8:49 p.m.

Shabbat, August 4 - Parashat Va’etchanan / Shabbat Nachamu. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.;
Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 9:48 p.m.

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Canadian Holidays 9:00
a.m.

Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:30 p.m.

For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office.
HEBREW CONGREGATION OF WINNIPEG BEACH

In their new expanded synagogue building located at Camp Massad. Services every
Saturday morning only, commencing at 9:30 a.m. with Kiddush to follow. You are invited to
join us and enjoy an Egalitarian Shabbat service.

HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 
A heimishe Modern Orthodox Shul where everyone is welcome! Join Rabbi Ellis and our

vibrant community in River Heights at 620 Brock Street (at the corner of Fleet Avenue).
Parshat - Devarim July 27 - 28 – Kabbalat Shabbat 7:15 p.m., Shacharit 9:30 a.m.,

Minchah, 8:40 p.m.
Parshat Va’Etchanan Aug 03 – 04 - Kabbalat Shabbat 7:00 p.m., Shacharit 9:30 a.m.,

Minchah, 8:30 p.m.
HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE

Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297
Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom
Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, July 27 at 8:59 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Devarim. Shabbat Chazon.

Mincha Service at 9:15 p.m. Fast of Tisha B’Av begins at 9:16 p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:03
p.m.Reading of Eichah.

Sunday, July 29 - Mincha at 2:30 p.m. Fast ends at 9:57 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 8:50 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, August 3 at 8:49 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00

p.m.
Saturday, Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Vaetchanan. Shabbat

Nachamu. Mincha Service at 8:50 p.m. Shabbat ends at 9:50 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 8:40 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox Service are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue. All Kabbalat

Shabbat services in July and August are lay-led and begin at 6:15 p.m.
July 27 - Ruth Livingston.
Aug. 3 - Elaine & Elliott Saunders.

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES
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Egyptian gas pipeline to Israel, Jordan attacked for 15th time
JERUSALEM (JTA) – The pipeline meant to carry gas from Egypt to Israel and Jordan was

attacked for the 15th time in more than a year.
An explosion occurred on Sunday morning, east of El Arish in the northern Sinai Peninsula,

Reuters reported. Explosives placed under the pipeline, just before it branches out to send
gas to both Israel and Jordan, were detonated remotely, witnesses told Reuters.

There have been no exports of gas to Israel or Jordan since an attack on the pipeline in
April, according to reports.

Egypt unilaterally canceled its natural gas agreement with Israel in late April, reportedly
abrogating the original Egypt-Israel peace treaty of 1979.

The 2005 deal between the governments of Israel and Egypt promised that Cairo would
allocate 7 billion cubic meters of natural gas to Israel for 20 years, with an option to double
the amount. The 1979 peace treaty had required Egypt to supply Israel with oil; it was later
amended to natural gas.

Attacks on the pipeline have occurred since uprisings began in February 2011 against
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, who was deposed. No arrests have been made in any of
the attacks.



Israelis helping Syrian refugees in Jordan
(JTA) – Israelis from humanitarian groups are in Jordan to assist Syrian refugees flee-

ing their country’s uprising.
Ayoob Kara, Israel’s deputy minister for the developoment of the Negev and

Galilee, said July 12 that Israelis are assisting children and infants who have been
injured in the Syrian military’s ongoing violent crackdown throughout Syria, The
Jerusalem Post reported.

Kara said his bureau chief was working with representatives from Israeli humani-
tarian groups.

“They are in Jordan trying to help people who have been hurt in
Syria,” he told The Jerusalem Post, confirming that the representa-
tives to whom he was referring are Israeli citizens. 

Kara told the French news agency AFP that the Israeli government
was wary of being seen to aid the opposition groups fighting to over-
throw the regime of Syrian President Bashar Assad. 

“If we are part of the conflict, it’s a danger for all the region, all the
world,” he said.

He said Israeli volunteer groups had been providing humanitari-
an aid in Turkey and Jordan for the past two months.

Kara is a Druze member of the Likud Party. 

By MYRON LOVE
The noose is tightening around Bashar

Assad’s regime and the end is nigh. 
The fighting has spread to Damascus, his

army is crumbling – more than two dozen
generals alone have deserted/defected as has

more than one-third
of the armed force,
with more leaving
every day – and, last
Wednesday, half of
his top officials were
wiped out by a
bomb. 

The Assad regime
may have only a few
weeks left before
Bashar Assad meets
the same fate as the
late, unlamented
Muammar Gadhafi.

The question is:
“What will the fall of
the Assad regime
mean for Syria, the
region and, in par-
ticular, Israel?”

For Syria itself, the
victory of the oppo-
sition forces will probably not lead to democ-
racy breaking out. I would venture to predict
another military regime – albeit dominated
by Sunnis this time. There are those who fear
that the Moslem Brotherhood will take over,
but that is not a given. Libya, for example,
recently elected a non-Moslem Brotherhood
government.

And, Syria isn’t Egypt. In Egypt, the revolu-
tion was based mainly around Tahrir Square
in Cairo. Bloodshed was minimal and much
of the country was untouched. As well, while
the Mubarak government was no friend of the
Islamists, the government did tolerate the
activities of the Moslem Brotherhood to a
degree.

In Syria, on the other hand, the Moslem
Brotherhood has been completely sup-
pressed. There are also significant Christian,
Kurd and Druze communities in Syria, in
addition to the Sunnis and Alawites.

And the people of Syria have paid a tremen-
dous price in blood for the coming overthrow
of the dictatorship. I don’t believe they are
likely to be willing to submit to a new, reli-
gious, dictatorship if they have a choice.

There are those who say that the new Syria
will be just as hostile to Israel as the old ver-
sion and worse. While it is true that Assad
kept his border with Israel peaceful, he did
support and provide a home for extremist
Palestinian leaders, such as Khaled Meshal of
Hamas. He also aided and abetted Hizbollah
with arms from his own regime and Iran.

Whatever the new Syrian govern-

ment, while it may be no friend of Israel (The
new Syrian government will continue to sup-
port the Palestinians whose leadership broke
with Assad early on in the rebellion.), it will
have a much stronger hatred for Hizbollah,
Iran and Russia, who have all fought along-
side Assad in murdering his own people. The
Syrian resistance is holding several top
Hizbollah leaders and you can bet that the
arms pipeline between Iran and Hizbollah
will be completely cut off.

Hizbollah is already considerably weak-
ened in Lebanon by its open support for
Assad. Afterwards, the movement will be
weaker still. Count on Israel’s northern border
to be quiet (with the caveat that some Al
Qaeda elements now fighting in Syria may try
afterwards to launch attacks against northern
Israel for a time).

Assad’s downfall will be a major disaster for
the Iranian regime. Perhaps, Iranians may be
inspired to try again to overthrow their gov-
ernment by the Syrian example. Most
Iranians – from articles and polls I have seen
– are strongly opposed to their government
and its nuclear ambitions, and are pro-
American.

For backing the wrong side, Russia will
most likely lose its naval base at Tartous in
what would be a major setback for Vadimir
Putin, and cost him some prestige.

So all in all, the fall of Bashar Assad should
be of great benefit to Israel no matter who
succeeds him.

Comment

OPEN DAILY   11 am - 9 pm

Assad regime’s downfall should benefit Israel

Syrian President BASHAR AL-ASSAD stands next to Syrian defence
minister general DAWOUD RAJHA, right, in October 2011. Rajha
was reported to have been killed in an attack today. Photograph:
Ho/AP
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Harvey Rosen

My late Uncle Sam
Rosen (dad’s brother)
would often use the
expression: “It’s
always darkest before
the dawn.” I always
put more credence in
that statement when
he voiced it because,
you see, he served in

the navy during the Second World War and I
opined that he had, while sailing the ocean
blue, seen more than a few sunsets and sunris-
es while on his watch. 

More to the point, I contemplated the afore-
mentioned pearl of wisdom as soon as I
learned that National Hockey League
Commissioner Gary Bettman had, in early July,
allegedly leaked to a media outlet what the
owners’ initial bargaining ploy was going to be
in upcoming talks with the players’ union. 

If the owners had taken out full page ads in
all major newspapers in North America and
parts of Europe regarding Bettman’s opening
salvo pertaining to the upcoming negotiations
for a new collective bargaining agreement,
they couldn’t have gotten the attention of the
“NHL Players Association” with more rapidity.
I mean it was an open-ice bodycheck designed
to unnerve and arouse resentment. Not exact-
ly a declaration of peace and good will.

To wit: Bettman, 60, wants to see the players’
share of revenues reduced from 57 per cent to
46 percent. Also, that unrestricted free agents
do away with signing bonuses, extend low-
paying entry-level contracts for a five-year
term instead of the current three and put an
end to salary arbitration. 

Oh well then, doubtless upon learning of
Bettman’s allegedly generous proposal,
Donald Fehr the executive director of the NHL
Players Association, who previously served as
the executive director of the Major League
Baseball Players Association, no doubt shout-
ed to his wife, “Dear, I can’t find a pen, do you
have one handy?”

Fehr, not unlike Bettman, is also a Jewish
lawyer and chief negotiator; only on behalf of
the NHLPA. Is it fair that Fehr should have to
take on the likes of Bettman? Did Bettman
want to upset Fehr, with such a ludicrous and
insulting opening offer less than 48 hours prior
to the latter’s 64th birthday? No malice or fore-
thought, I presume. Maybe just a sucker punch
to get his lantzman’s attention. 

Will Fehr be a formidable opponent for
Bettman in the upcoming negotiations? Don’t
make me laugh. We’re not talking here about
a boxing match between Woody Allen and
Mike Tyson in his prime. No empathy, thank
you, for Fehr, who has, in the recent past, got-
ten down and dirty and fought the good fight
on behalf of major league baseball players
from 1983 to 2009. He was groomed by no
less than the legendary Marvin Miller, an
economist and lawyer, who preceded him
from 1966-83.

In 1968 the latter lantzman led a committee
of players that negotiated the first collective
bargaining agreement in the history of pro
sports. Prior to that, team owners were in total
control, with players not being able to choose
their employer, since they were tied to their
original club by a reserve clause that provided
for automatic renewal. 

Much like our parents’ generation who came
from Europe seeking employment, and would
take any job they could find, salaries and ben-
efits were slim and none, and working condi-
tions were abysmal. 

Thanks to Miller, and later Fehr, salaries
increased, some benefits were obtained and

working conditions became more tolerable.
Miller, 95 years old now, was an icon as far as
the players were concerned. In 1997 the
MLBA created the Marvin Miller “Man of the
Year” award, and in 2009 Miller was inducted
into the National Jewish Sports Hall of Fame in
the state of New York. 

Fehr, of course, carried on Miller’s good
works. When Fehr took over, the average play-
er’s salary was $289,000 and, during his 26-
year-tenure, it rose to $2.9 million, and has
since reached the four million dollar level. 

The record shows that Fehr presided over a
two-day strike in 1985, followed by a 32-day
lockout in 1990 and, of course, most die-hard
baseball fans recall that there was a seven and
a half month work stoppage in 1994-95 that
wiped out the entire season for the first time in
90 years. It ended, finally, when the National
Labor Relations Board, at the union’s behest,
obtained an injunction to restore work rules
from U.S. District Judge Sonia Sotomayor who
is today on the Supreme Court.

Pro hockey fans in every NHL city - espe-
cially here in Winnipeg where the Jets are still
a novelty - are naturally concerned as to
whether or not there will be a truncated sea-
son or no games at all. 

Witness what took place in the National
Basketball Association in the past season,
when ponderously slow collective bargaining
resulted in the players not taking to the hard-
wood until around Christmas time. The sched-
ule had to be shortened to 66 regular season
games plus playoffs. NBA Commissioner
David Stern took on Billy Hunter, who fought
the good fight on behalf of the players’ union,
but the latter was no match. The general con-
sensus was that the owners, following a 149
day lockout, won by, at the very least, a split
decision. 

The fans, of course, always lose, but are still
prepared to forgive and forget and once again
renew their season tickets. Hockey zealots will
be of a similar mind as their basketball counter-
parts when the war of attrition comes to an end.
Here in Winnipeg they might even open their
wallets and insist that Ticketmaster take as much
cashola as they want. 

Just as Fehr gained invaluable experience in
his 26 years with the baseball union in collec-
tive bargaining, guess which graduate of
Cornell University and the New York
University of Law learned the ropes and hoops
under David Stern? Go to the head of your
class if you answered Gary Bettman, who was
a senior vice-president and general council to
the NBA.

Bettman also, if you recall, was a central fig-
ure in two labour stoppages, including the
2004-05 lockout that resulted in the entire
cancellation of the NHL season. 

Figuratively speaking, the fight between Fehr
and Bettman won’t be similar to a comparably
tame boxing match where the Marquess of
Queensbury rules apply; rather more like a no-
holds-barred UFC title match. 

Like Uncle Sam said, “It’s always darkest
before the dawn.” 

In this instance, it’s gonna be a very long
hard day’s night.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hock-
ey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V
1W7, e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca

• HOMES     • COTTAGES     • ADDITIONS
• RENOVATIONS   • WINDOWS + DOORS 

• ROOFING   • SIDING   • DECKS   • FOUNDATIONS 

Gimli (204) 642-8488 or Wpg. Direct: 757-2242

DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE
Dave LaRocque or Cliff SveinsonCall:

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

DONALD FEHR
Executive Director
of the NHL Players’
Association voted
in, in 2010.

GARY BETTMAN
Commissioner of
the NHL.

The battle of the Jewish titans; no pay per view necessary
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Community news

By BERNIE BELLAN
Try this one on for size: He works 16-18

hours a day in the summer, six-seven days a
week, is a full-time student at the Asper
School of Business, and loves what he does!

On top of all that, Jordan Zwingerman is a
young, adult male. Why isn’t he playing
video games, watching online porn, or dedi-
cating himself to poker – the way you might
expect any normal guy his age to be doing?

I first read about Zwingerman in a story the
Free Press had a couple of weeks ago about
all the new food truck vendors that have

sprouted up on Broadway this year. But –
catching up with this particular guy in order
to be able to interview him wasn’t easy.
Considering just how much time he spends
buying the food he serves from his truck
which, by the way, is labeled “Stuffit”, prepar-
ing it, then actually serving it, Zwingerman
doesn’t have much time to relax.

So, why does he do it, I asked him, when I
finally caught up with him at his most recent
location in the Exchange District, where
Zwingerman has temporarily relocated his
truck during the Fringe Festival.

“I first had the idea of operating a food
truck last summer,” he says. Although he had
no particular background in food preparation
prior to his plunging into the field “whole
hog” (Is that an okay expression for a Jewish
paper, I wonder.) this year, Zwingerman says
that he always enjoyed experimenting with
different recipes at home.

“I’d make an omelette and throw a whole
bunch of different things into it – like broccoli
or tomatoes” he says. What interested him in
particular, he adds, is novel “flavours”. For
instance, one of Stuffit’s most popular items is
something called a “Cajun Fried Pickle”.
While fried pickles, in and of themselves, are
not entirely new, adding a “Cajun” flavour to
one certainly sets it apart. (By the way, I tried
one – man, is that spicy!)

“When I come up with a recipe, I try and
make sure that nobody else has something
similar,” Zwingerman says.

With menu items that include such novel
creations as sandwiches served in a hollow
baguette with ingredients such as chili, chick-
peas, or sweet Thai chicken; something
called a “samosa tortilla”, “lemon cucumber
coleslaw”, and something for dessert called a
“banana fudge stuffer” (banana, fudge,
marshmallows), this isn’t your typical hot dog
stand.

But, as was mentioned at the outset of this
piece, Zwingerman is also a full-time busi-
ness student. I asked him whether operating a
food vendor truck might have been part of a
project for school?

“Not at all,” he says. “Sure, I’ve applied
things I’ve learned in business school – such
as writing a good business plan,”
Zwingerman explains, “but I didn’t even tell
anyone at school what I was working on.”

As a matter of fact, this particular entrepre-
neur is no newcomer to the business world.
For several years prior to his latest endeavour
Zwingerman says he operated a commercial
painting business. “I had ten employees,” he
notes.

So, where does he hope his sojourn into
food vending might lead him? 

“My goal is to open up a drive-thru food
operation at some point,” he says. “You
know, all that you can get nowadays is some-
thing like a Subway, Tim Horton’s or one of
the other fast-food type operations. I want to
be able to offer food with an emphasis on
flavour…the fact that it’s also healthy is a
coincidence.”

Operating a food truck on Broadway is also
a challenging experience, Zwingerman sug-
gests. With so many new entrants into the
field this year, and with all the construction
on the street, finding a spot hasn’t been easy.
He says that he may just end up relocating his
truck to the Exchange District on a more per-
manent basis.

“I’ve been preparing around 200 sandwich-
es a day” since July 19 (when the Fringe
Festival opened), he notes. “I go through

about 20 litres of pickles.” In other words,
business has been great since he parked his
truck on King Street – even better than it had
been on Broadway.

By the way, Zwingerman’s first day of busi-
ness with his truck was April 14. I asked him
whether he wasn’t still in school at that time.
“Yah, I was,” he answers. “As a matter of fact
I had to write an exam around the same time.
I did pretty horribly on that exam,” he admits.

I asked Zwingerman about the truck he uses
in his operation. 

“I bought it brand new,” he says. “I figure I
should be able to make back the investment I
put into buying the truck and everything else
I needed to start the business in about two
and a half years.”

And, despite the fact Zwingerman will be
returning to school this coming fall, he says
he plans on continuing to operate Stuffit
“until I have to put on my winter jacket,” he
insists.

As for launching a foray into catering,
which is something I suggested to
Zwingerman he ought to consider, he says
that he’s already done that. “I’ve done grad
parties for 45 people,” he points out.

“With enough notice I’ll bring my truck
around any time of the day or night,” he adds.

Oh – if you weren’t aware previously, the
Subway chain of restaurants was started by a
17-year-old student in Connecticut who was
looking for a way to finance his college edu-
cation. “Such stuff as dreams are made on.”

Taking it to the street – young entrepreneur Jordan Zwingerman
develops new line of foods for food vendor truck

JORDAN ZWINGERMAN: “When I come up
with a recipe, I try and make sure that
nobody else has something similar.”

Now serving breakfast
Completely Renovated Dining Area 

Dine In - Take-Out - Catering
Open 8:00 am daily

Centre St.
Gimli We Deliver 642-8588

Welcome to the Beaches

Now Open Daily Serving
Lunch and Dinner

Fully Licensed
Reservations 389-5473

Sandy Hook

JANE & WALTER'S
Steaks - Prime Rib - Seafood

Samosa tortilla



By LEAH DIAMOND
It was not  a happy ocassion that brought me to Winnipeg in early

July, 2011. My mother was terminally ill and passed away one day
short of a month after I arrived. 

What  I did not expect was to then remain in the city for the next
year, minus two weeks. It was during this time that I took a new look
at  my roots, having been born and raised here; and my mother’s life
and family  roots, first generation Canadian, with Winnipeg as her
home for all of her almost 81 years.

She wasn’t just a Winnipeger, she was a North ender, who refused to
move away from the home that was her sanctuary, the synagogue she
called her second home - the Etz Chayim; and a place that meant so
much to her she volunteered there every Wednesday until almost the
very end of her  life - the Gwen Secter Centre.  Her family,  close
friends and the Jewish community are what made up the latter years
of my mother’s life in Winnipeg.

Her middle years, beginning from the mid 1960’s on, she spent rais-
ing my brother and me, and building her skills and reputation as a
business woman. Her working was as normal to me as the sun rising.
Only after going through her belongings did I understand the heights
she attained professionally at a time when women were not fairly rep-
resented in the work world. 

Growing up, however, my mother was known as the quiet one, the
wallflower among her three older sisters, so how she went from wall-
flower to professional, I did not understand yet. 

The day we packed her cookbooks I found a treasure. What dropped
out of one book was an ad, torn from the back page of a magazine
from the ‘60s. The ad was for “Toastmasters” - perhaps  most
renowned for its  development of “public speaking and leadership
skills”. Why she kept it all these years I can only guess. But for me it
was the key to understanding how my mother went from wallflower
to president of the Winnipeg Real Estate Board. My mother was a self-
made woman. That one decision changed her life and the lives of her
children.

Thirty-two  days after my mother passed away, I started to say
Kaddish for her in a synagogue I know every inch of. I had my first
dance there. My brother was bar-mitzvahed there.  I sang in the
Shabbat morning choir along with many of my friends from JWC at a
time when every Shabbat was another bar mitzvah, and every
Kabbalat Shabbat on Friday night was packed - if only to hear the
beautiful voices in the adult choir.  It was there, in the chapel,
where almost daily I stood up to say Kaddish for my mother, to say the
words and hear them in my ears. I was in my year of mourning and I
wasn’t in a synagogue where no one knew her - I was surrounded by
her friends, who also became mine.  

Saying Kaddish gave me scheduled permission to take one hour

every day to stop and think about my mother. At times I would get lost
in the liturgy and think about memories from the past. At other times
I prayed. At times more pressing matters had to be handled in my
mind. Being there helped me to relax and focus, to spend an hour a
day thinking about my mother, not just to grieve, but to smile. I start-
ed out saying Kaddish at our synagogue as my mother’s daughter, a
guest, a temporary fixture, and ended up a family member.

This year was a time for me to get closer to many family and friends
in a way one only can if you live close by. The memories I have to take
with me are truly irreplacable. They will make me laugh and, at times,
they will make me cry, but that’s a part of loving others, and this past
year has shown me just how fortunate I am to have such caring long-
time friends, and to have met very special new friends. No matter
where I was, someone always had a story about my mother. Each one
was a small gift that helped me to see my mother, the woman, with
more clarity and that is the one thing I wanted for myself and for my
relationship with her, for the past and for the present.

I left after a year, minus two weeks, understanding that who I am is
a result of having grown up in Winnipeg and its permanent influence
on my life. My family, my school, and my synagogue combined to
make my community, and my community influenced my life greatly
then and now, forming me into the person that I am and influencing
the decisions I made in my life - most importantly, my decision to
make Aliya to Israel 13 years ago.
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Memoir

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

ASPHALT REPAIR
D.S.S. Driveway
Sealcoat Service

Asphalt Driveways & Lots
Asphalt over concrete

Asphalt repairs
Sealcoating

Hot rubberized crack filling
Landscaping repairs

Free estimates
Call Alvin Merinuk

334-2024

R E A L  E S TAT E

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

P RO F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Piano, Guitar & Voice
Studio

 Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 489-9048.

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

MUSIC LESSONS

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.
Balc., pool, heated undergrd.

parking, on bus route.
Contact
453-5178

Advertise  in

The Jewish Post & News

Call 694-3332

for information.

Elena Livni
Sutton Group -

Kilkenny Real Estate
(204) 298-7079

Gimli - Loni Beach
34 Vaughan Ave.,

Fully furnished, rebuilt 1998
Fully winterized

Great room & 3 bedrooms
Open ceiling -

cedar/pine throughout
Baseboard heating
Price: $179,900.00

Call (204) 947-5900,
Skyline Realty Inc.

skylinerealty@shaw.ca

COTTAGE FOR SALE

The benefits of saying “Kaddish”

Adelsons pledge additional $13 million to
Birthright to reduce waiting list

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Billionaire casino magnate Sheldon Adelson
and his wife, Dr. Miriam Adelson, have pledged $13 million to
Birthright Israel in recognition of its bar mitzvah year.

The money is earmarked to reduce the waiting list for participants.
It comes on top of a $20 million challenge grant made by the
Adelsons earlier this year.

In addition to the Adelson family’s gifts, the Birthright Israel
Foundation campaign has raised $28 million for 2012.

“We are so grateful to the Adelsons for all they have done for us,”
said Gidi Mark, CEO of Taglit-Birthright Israel. “This new gift brings
their total giving to over $140 million and moves us significantly
toward our target of 42,000 participants this year.”

The government of Israel provides matching grants to Birthright.
“When we discovered that 5,000 more young adults could still

attend a trip this year if the funding was available, we felt compelled
to act,” Sheldon Adelson said in a statement. “With over 20,000
young adults on the waiting list, we feel that reducing that list must
be a top priority of the Jewish community For those young adults
still on the waiting list, we urge them to keep applying We plan on
continuing to do all we can to provide this opportunity to everyone
who is interested.”

The Adelsons have been significant financial backers of
Republican presidential candidates.

As a footnote to Sheldon Adelson’s huge support for Mitt Romney,
controversial comedian Sarah Silverman has offered to perform a
particular sexual act on Adelson if he were to switch his support to
Obama. 

To see Silverman’s offer go to http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=mpgrlH9lbro
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Israel under the radar

ISRAEL UNDER THE RADAR
Freedom for movie noshers, 

barring bareness 
By MARCY OSTER 

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Here are some recent stories out of Israel that
you may have missed: 

BYOP* (*popcorn) 
Israeli movie goers can soon show their own Junior Mints rather

than sneak them into the theater like their American counterparts. 
The Knesset Finance Committee approved an amendment last

week to the Consumer Protection Law that allow Israelis to bring
their own snacks to the movies. Under the amendment, which Ynet
reports is being called the Popcorn Law, movie theaters that sell
food and drink cannot limit customers to buying only what they sell.
It also limits the price of movie concessions. 

The committee passed the amendment unanimously, and it is
expected to sail through the full Knesset and go into effect in
January.

Smile and the airline world smiles with you 
Among flight attendants, Israelis have that special something. 
The Association of Flight Attendants, the world’s largest labor

union for flight attendants, voted Israeli flight attendants the most
beautiful in the world. The assocation in Saturday’s vote reportedly
noted the special smiles of the Israelis. 

Aerolineas Argentinas airline was second, followed by Shanghai
Airlines. 

A honeymoon down in the dump(s) 
A newly married Israeli couple spent the day after their wedding

combing a local garbage dump for checks, cash and cards. 
The couple accidentally left a bag full of paper wedding gifts

behind in a hotel room the morning after their wedding night.
Realizing their mistake they contacted the hotel, which said the
room had already been cleaned and the plastic bag was gone,
Yediot Achronot reported. 

The couple and a group of hotel workers spent the entire day
searching the city dump for the bag – in vain. 

The amount of money in checks and cash contained in the bag
reportedly was “generous.” 

Dump employees pledged to continue searching for the bag of
gifts. 

Here’s your chair, now sit in it 
A haredi Orthodox synagogue in Jerusalem can rest easier now

that a missing chair that some believe has special powers has been
found. 

The wooden chair, belonging to Shas party spiritual leader Rabbi
Ovadia Yosef, disappeared last month from its place in the Tiferet
Yerushalaim synagogue, causing an uproar. But it was found sever-
al days later when a synagogue gabbai said he lent it to members of
a well-known rabbinical family for a brit milah. The family had
wanted to have the chair at its brit so that when the rabbi attended
the service as the baby’s godfather, he would be surprised with the
chair. The rabbi did not attend the brit, however, and the chair
remained with the baby’s family. 

Ynet repoted that the special seat is slated to be returned soon. 

Bill would bar baring it all 
A haredi Orthodox Shas lawmaker wants to make it illegal to bare

it all, especially for art’s sake. 
Nissim Zeev tried and failed late last year to prevent American

artist Spencer Tunick’s nude photo shoot at the Dead Sea, where
more than 1,000 Israelis modeled nude for the installation initiated
in Israel to draw attention to the environmental plight of the Dead
Sea. The volunteers modeled in the sea, on the shore and covered
in Dead Sea mud. 

Now Zeev has submitted a bill that would send to jail for at least
one year anyone who gets naked for artistic or commercial purpos-
es. 

“The determination that pornographic expression (including pub-
lic nudity for art or advertising) is protected by freedom of expres-
sion and is an expression of human creation in the modern era and
promotes public discourse is contrary to the basic principle men-
tioned in the U.N. Declaration of Human Rights,” the explanatory
notes to the bill said, specifically a violation of the of the religious
sentiments of religious Jewish, Muslim and Christian citizens. 

Tunick said at the time of the photo shoot that “Israel is not a
theocracy, it is a democracy and the only place in the Middle East
that I could create this art. Thanks to the participants’ efforts, the
world has a new image of Israel as an open and vibrant democra-
cy.” 
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