
Following is statement issued by Prime
Minister Stephen Harper’s office on July 26:

“Iran continues to ignore successive UN Security Council resolu-
tions which call for it to cooperate fully with the International Atomic
Energy Agency and suspend its enrichment activities. Therefore, build-
ing upon last month’s UN Security Council Resolution 1929, the
Government of Canada is implementing new regulations aimed at
restricting Iran’s nuclear program and preventing the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction (WMDs).

“These sanctions are in no way intended to punish the Iranian peo-
ple. These targeted measures are designed to hamper attempts by Iran
to develop nuclear, chemical, biological and missile programs as well
as to persuade it to agree to constructive discussions with China,
France, Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United States.
These sanctions also send a message to all states - particularly those
with nuclear aspirations - that international standards cannot be flout-
ed without consequence.    

“The sanctions bar dealings with designated individuals and entities
involved in nuclear or WMD proliferation, including key members of
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. They ban new investments in
Iran’s oil and gas sector and the export of goods to Iran that could con-
tribute to nuclear proliferation. They also prohibit Iranian financial
institutions from establishing a presence in Canada and vice versa.

“Canada strongly urges Iran to address the serious concerns raised
by the military dimensions of its nuclear program and meet its inter-
national nuclear obligations.”

In a related story, European Union member countries 
also endorsed tougher action against Iran.

BRUSSELS, July 26 (Xinhua) – European Union (EU) foreign min-
isters on Monday endorsed tougher sanctions over Iran’s nuclear
program, including measures to block oil and gas investment and
curtail its refining and natural gas capability.

Foreign ministers from the 27 EU member states adopted a deci-
sion implementing the measures contained in UN Security Council
Resolution 1929 as well as extra measures identified by EU heads
of state and government at their June summit.

EU’s restrictive measures, which went beyond UN sanctions
imposed on June 10, followed a similar U.S. move.

The decision provides a comprehensive and robust package of
sanctions in the areas of trade, financial services, energy, transport
as well as additional designations for visa ban and asset freeze, in
particular for Iranian banks, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
and the Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping Lines.

Sanctions, however, may not be enough, says ex-CIA chief
WASHINGTON (JTA) – A former American spy chief says the path

to U.S. military action against Iran is inescapable.
Michael Hayden, who headed the CIA under President George W.

Bush, told CNN on Sunday that a strike “seems inexorable” because
Iran has not been deterred from developing a nuclear weapon.

“In my personal thinking, I have begun to consider that that may
not be the worst of all possible outcomes,” Hayden said.

He said an Iran on the verge of a nuclear capability would be as
destabilizing to the Middle East as an Iran with
a nuclear weapon.

Hayden said that under Bush, a strike was not
seriously considered as an option.

Canadian government and
European Union  members

tighten sanctions against Iran
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Iron Dome defense system passes last tests
JERUSALEM (JTA) – The Iron

Dome missile defense system
successfully completed its final
round of tests, Israel’s Defense
Ministry said. 

The tests, which include inter-
cepting simultaneous rocket
salvoes from different directions,
were completed Monday in the
Negev Desert. 

Israel’s Rafael Advanced
Defense Systems Ltd. has built two systems thus far; Israel has not
decided how many it will order. The systems are expected to be put
into operation in November. 

The system has been shown to be able to intercept the kind of rock-
ets used against Israel by Palestinian terrorists in Gaza and by
Hezbollah in Lebanon. 

Iron Dome was initiated after the Second Lebanon War in 2006 and
the Gaza war in winter 2008-09, when Israeli border towns were
hostage to the barrages of rockets. 
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By BERNIE BELLAN
What do dandelions and fish have to do with high-

tech research?
For Professor Daniel Weihs of the Technion, com-

bining research in what might, at first glance, seem
to be a series of disconnected fields, has led to some
exciting breakthroughs in some very sophisticated
scientific fields.

According to a biography of Dr. Weihs that appears
on the Technion’s home page “As fascinated with the
natural world as he is with the world of high-tech,
Prof. Weihs has adapted principles of natural phe-
nomena in his high-tech research. His observation of
dandelions led to his development of nano-sized
“parachutes” that can detect toxins in the air, and his
studies of fish enabled him to improve submarine
design and also helped prevent dolphins from being
destroyed in the drift net fishing of the tuna industry.
He has also studied birds to find ways to improve
piloted and unmanned aerial vehicle performance.”

On August 25 Winnipeggers will have the chance to
hear first-hand from one of Israel’s foremost scientists
as the local chapter of the Canadian Friends of
Technion is bringing Dr. Weihs here to give a talk enti-
tled “From Satellites to Artificial Mosquitoes – Robotic
Systems at Technion.”

There will be no admission charge for this lecture,
which will be given at the Berney Theatre in the Asper
Campus, beginning at 7:30 pm.

For local chapter president Morley Blankstein, being
involved with the Technion, Israel’s foremost institute
of scientific research and education, has been a labour
of love going back over 30 years.

Blankstein says that the Winnipeg chapter of
Canadian Friends of the Technion got its start here in the
1960’s under the inspired leadership of Nathan
Lockshin, Sam Posner, Archie Micay and Justice Roy
Matas. Blankstein notes that, during the time in which
he has been involved in helping to boost support for the
Technion, he has been privileged to form associations
with some of that institution’s most outstanding leaders.
He cites, in particular, Maj. Gen. (res) Amos Horev, who
was Israel’s first native-born president of the Technion,
(also someone who was recently appointed to be one of
three Israeli representatives on the commission investi-
gating the events surrounding the May 31 incident with
the Turkish flotilla headed for Gaza).

An academic such as Daniel Weihs typifies the out-
standing caliber of both the staff and student body at
the Technion. Originally founded in 1912 as the
“Technicum”, studies only began 12 years later in
what, by then had become the “Technion” – Israel’s
Institute of Technology.

Over the years, the
Technion has become a world-class institution. Its fac-
ulty of Electrical Engineering is ranked among the top
15 in the world, while its faculties of
Engineering/Technology, and Computer Sciences are
also ranked among the top 40 in the world.

Its faculty counts among its members two Nobel lau-
reates and its graduates form the nucleus of what has
led Israel to emerge as a high-tech superpower in
recent years. In the brilliant book “Start-up Nation”
(which is a must-read for any who consider them-
selves admirers of Israel), the first chapter describes in
wonderful detail the efforts of Technion graduate and
now hugely successful entrepreneur Shai Agassi to
create an electrical grid throughout Israel that will
allow that country to become the first in the world to
adopt electric cars as the primary means of trans-
portation within a country.

While the local chapter of Canadian Friends of
Technion has, admittedly, had a somewhat low profile
in recent years, Morley Blankstein says that he is look-
ing forward to a regeneration of activity in the near
future.

“We have a few new, young members” who have
recently joined the local group, says Blankstein, in the
form of Gavin Rich, Zev Zlotnik and Javier
Schwersensky.

Blankstein also notes that there are a number of joint
projects in the works between the University of
Manitoba and Technion, about which he hopes to be
able to make some announcements in the very near
future.

Finally, Blankstein says that he is most excited about
an entirely new program that the Technion has just
recently launched: An Engineering program in English.
(See accompanying story.)

Canadian Friends of the Technion to present distinguished academic Technion introduces
English-language 

engineering program

For the first time ever, the
Technion, Israel’s leading
institute of science and
technology, is offering a
full undergraduate pro-
gram in Engineering in
English.

Each program consists of
160 credits that can be
completed in four years.

The programs are in:
Water Resources and
E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Engineering; Transportation
Engineering; and Civil
Engineering. 

According to a brochure
describing this new pro-
gram, students enrolled in
the Engineering program at
the Technion have unique
opportunities, such as the
chance to: “be exposed to
and participate in on-going
international engineering
projects”, to be matched
“with internship opportuni-
ties at national or multina-
tional corporations in their
field of interest”; and to
“participate in on-campus
research projects with
graduate students and fac-
ulty members who have
worldwide reputations in
science and engineering.”

The Technion is situated
on 300 scenic acres in
beautiful Haifa. It has a stu-
dent population of 13,000
along with 1,600 university
staff, all of whom live and
work together in what is
known as “Technion City”.

Financial aid is available
to top candidates based on
academic merit or finan-
cial need.

If you would like to find
out more about this excit-
ing new program, check
out the Technion website at
www.ise.technion.ac.il

PROFESSOR 
DANIEL WEIHS
of the Technion

Winnipeg chapter 
president MORLEY

BLANKSTEIN

Israel ready to sign warplane deal
JERUSALEM (JTA) – The United

States and Israel are close to
agreement on a deal for a new
warplane.

Israel’s purchase of 19
Lockheed Martin Corp. F-35
fighter jets would mark the first
foreign military sale of the new
military jet, Reuters reported
Tuesday. The deal is reportedly
worth $3 billion.

Eight international partners that helped develop the plane already
have signed purchase agreements. The eight countries are Canada,
Turkey, Britain, Italy, Norway, Denmark, Australia and the
Netherlands.

The deal between Israel and the United States has been in the
works since September 2008, when the Pentagon approved the sale of
25 of the fighter jets with an option for 50 more.

Israel had been concerned initially that it would not be permitted
access to some technologies of the aircraft.

ISRAELI NEWS BRIEFS
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By MYRON LOVE and 
BERNIE BELLAN

Changing times have led the
Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada to restructure its
operations and reduce its staff.
Fran Barrett, the executive direc-
tor for the past four years, Carla
Divinsky, the Holocaust
Education organizer for nine
years, and Ava Block-Super,
researcher and archival assistant,
were given notice. Stan Carbone,
Director of Programs and
Exhibits, remains at his position
and a part-time office manager
has been hired for the summer. 

Despite the cutbacks, JHC
President Dan Stone promises
that it will be business as usual
with a new exhibit dedicated to
Jewish war veterans slated to
open in August and the second
Switzer Cooperstock Prize
Lecture a go for October 3. (the
presenter this year will be Professor Lynne
Marks from the University of Victoria speak-
ing about the interplay between ethnicity and
religion.). The JHC’s Holocaust education
programs will also continue as usual.

Stone explains that the cutbacks in staffing
came about not so much because of a short-
fall in the Centre’s actual annual operating
budget but rather because a number of spe-
cial grants have run out. “We have been very
busy over the past few years with the recon-
struction (and downsizing) of our office space
(at the campus), setting up our corridor dis-
plays and publishing ‘Coming of Age’ (the
prize-winning history of Winnipeg’s Jewish
community by Allan Levine),” Stone says.
“We had received special grants for these
projects and expanded our operations.

“Now that we are in a quieter period, we

are restructuring our
office staff to better reflect our actual finan-
cial realities. We have no major projects
planned for the next year.” Stone added that
he very much regretted having to part with
the JHC’s exceptionally dedicated staff.

Stone reports that the JHC’s normal operat-
ing budget is about $250,000 a year with
much of that coming from the Jewish
Federation and endowment funds from the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. 

He notes that the JHC board will be meet-
ing in the next couple of weeks to determine
their staffing needs for the fall. 

Asked to comment on the financial prob-
lems that the Jewish Heritage Centre is facing,
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg Executive
Director Robert Freedman noted that “in

terms of generating revenue they
are somewhat limited in what
they could do. 

“They’ve really relied on the
Kanee Lecture Series”, Freedman
suggested, and this year’s lecture
was not as successful in generat-
ing revenue as the JHC had
hoped. (The guest speaker was
Ambassador Dore Gold.)

In addition, Freedman noted
that the JHC had “got into a bit of
a jackpot with the Allan Levine
book.” (Coming of Age - A
History of the Jewish People of
Manitoba). 

While the JHC had reduced the
amount of office space it is rent-
ing from the Jewish Federation,
the rent issue remains a particu-
lar problem for the organization,
according to Freedman. “We
were working with them to try to
get them to reduce their space,”
even more, he said.

Notwithstanding the difficulties the JHC has
faced ever since it moved into the Asper
Campus in generating enough revenue to pay
the relatively high rent with which all organi-
zations housed in the Campus are forced to
deal, in Freedman’s mind, “in terms of busi-
ness, their biggest expense is salaries.”

“We had met with them (the JHC board)
during the (Jewish Federation’s) budget and
allocation process,” Freedman stated. “We
formed a joint committee that identified some
of the key problems and looked at some of
the solutions.”

Inevitably, staff layoffs formed one of the
obvious solutions. While Freedman says that
he can certainly understand the anguish suf-
fered by the individuals laid off as a result, he
expects the JHC to contract for specific pro-
grams in the future.

Jewish Heritage Centre restructuring to meet the times

JHC PRESIDENT DAN STONE:
“Now that we are in a quieter
period, we are restructuring our
office staff to better reflect our
actual financial realities.”

Jewish Federation of Winnipeg
Executive Director Robert
Freedman: “We formed a joint
committee that identified some
of the key problems and looked
at some of the solutions.”

Air Canada modifies flight schedule to Israel
By PAUL LUNGEN

TORONTO (CJN) - With the peak travel season upon
us, Air Canada has added three non-stop flights to Israel
for a total of seven per week, while El Al now flies four
times a week to Ben Gurion International Airport. 

At the same time, Air Canada shifted its times for
departure from Tel Aviv to mid-day from after midnight,
leading one keen observer of the tourism business to
suggest that travel to Israel might suffer as a result.

Instead of departing Israel at night, as had been the
case until the schedule changed in June, and arriving
around 6 a.m. in Toronto, travellers will now leave
Israel in early afternoon. That will mean missions and
families who would have enjoyed a last day touring
(and leaving for the airport late at night) will now have
to arrive at the airport in the morning. That results in a
loss of one day of travel at the end of a visit or it may
force travellers to book an extra night in a hotel.

“People are leaving Israel at noon and arriving at 6
p.m. on the same day. So, it’s a day flight, and [with] a day flight, if
you have all the time in the world, it doesn’t matter. But for some peo-
ple, it’s not the most convenient thing in the world,” said the industry
insider, who didn’t want to be identified, adding that those making
connections often arrive at other destinations quite late at night.

“If you’re a businessman, you leave in the evening [under the old
schedule] and arrive [in Toronto] in the morning. You have the whole
day to do business. A lot of Israeli business people also don’t like to
lose a day of work in Israel [on the departure day].”

Peter Fitzpatrick, a spokesperson for Air Canada, said “the change
was due to aircraft availability. It fit better with our schedule in terms
of optimizing the aircraft.”

Under the previous schedule, the jet would sit idle in Ben Gurion
for seven hours between flights. Now, it’s turned around in two.

Noting that Air Canada now offers daily return flights to
Israel, Fitzpatrick said the current schedule is similar to
flights from Europe to Canada, many of which are day-
time flights. “A lot of our customers like that.”

“You’ve got to pick a time. There won’t be one time that
would be ideal for everybody,” he said.

Dinah Kutner, general manager for El Al’s Canadian
operations, said two of the Israeli air carrier’s weekly
flights depart at 9:20 a.m., while the other two depart Ben
Gurion at 12:50 a.m.

“People aren’t thrilled about flying through the day.
People prefer night flights. That gives us an advantage
[over Air Canada]. People love it. You get in, you go to
sleep, you wake up, you’re in Toronto,” she said.

Kutner said El Al offers two day flights “due to [aircraft]
rotation, where the aircraft has to be at certain times.”

UJA Federation of Greater Toronto, which sponsors a
number of missions to Israel each year, said it could see
no downside to the changes.

“We believe Air Canada’s decision to change flight times is aimed
at strengthening its ability to maintain and grow the Tel Aviv route
and is not expected to have a detrimental effect on our missions or
diminish our community’s passion for Israel travel,” said Aviva
Malka, federation’s director of missions operations and senior fund
developer, special projects for Israel and overseas. “It is a testament
to our community’s strong relationship with Israel that there are so
many direct flights to choose from between Toronto and Israel and
we continue to applaud Air Canada in helping make that possible.”

Oded Grofman, head of the Israel Government Tourist Office
(IGTO), said “we are working closely with the trade and Air Canada.
It’s a commercial issue.

“We expect to have a record number of travellers to Israel this year
- 80,000, a new record.” 

ODED GROFMAN
Head of the Israel

Government Tourist
Office 
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The most recent financial problems facing
the Jewish Heritage Centre are not unique to
that organization.  While the Combined
Jewish Appeal has been consistently able
either to meet its fundraising targets each year
or to come very close to meeting those tar-
gets, the needs of many of the organizations
supported by the CJA continue to grow
beyond the ability of the Winnipeg Jewish

Federation to meet all their requests for funding. (Big surprise there.)
Two organizations in particular draw upon the lion’s share of the rev-

enues generated by the CJA: The Gray Academy and the Jewish Child
and Family Service. While I would not begrudge either of those orga-
nizations the monies that they receive from the Jewish Federation,
given the politicking and bureaucratic infighting that goes on in terms
of budget allocations any time different agencies are competing for
resources, the fact that the Gray Academy and the JCFS are relatively
healthily funded speaks volumes about the strength of the groups lob-
bying on behalf of those two particular organizations.

Anyone who studies how the Jewish Federation allocates funds realizes
that the composition of respective boards of organizations is key to
obtaining financial support. That’s just how things work in the real world.

The Jewish Heritage Centre has many academics and intellectuals
on its board, as opposed to high-powered business people. Perhaps if
the JHC were to attract some “heavy hitters” to its board - individuals
whose voices carry disproportionate weight when it comes to finan-
cial decisions by the Jewish Federation’s all powerful Budget and
Allocations Committee, then it might find itself not having to struggle
year in and year out to stay in the black.

Compare the JHC’s predicament with the Gray Academy, for
instance which, despite having seen a decline in enrolment in the past
few years, still manages to obtain a healthy chunk of Jewish Federation
revenues proportionate to what it was receiving when its enrolment
was much higher. Hats off to the individuals who lobby on behalf of
the Gray Academy (and to a powerful teachers’ union that negotiates
consistently successfully for its members). They clearly have clout.

Speaking of funding issues, apparently consideration is being given in
certain circles to allowing organizations that are privy to Jewish Federation
funding to embark on campaigns that would see them create long-term
endowments that would finance their activities for years to come.

Compared with other Jewish communities, especially in the United
States, our Winnipeg community has managed to weather the eco-
nomic downturn that has affected the entire world economy, relative-
ly well. Yet, despite the fact that our Combined Jewish Appeal and
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba - the two pillars upon which our com-
munity’s financial wellbeing rests, have been consistently able to sus-
tain the needs of the community, for the

long-term the “endowment”
model of financing the needs
of organizations holds great
promise. 

As the summer progresses,
and while politics at all levels
is not attracting a huge
amount of interest,
Winnipeg’s civic election in
October might attract more
than the usual amount of
interest among members of
our Jewish community. 

As well as having incum-
bent Mayor Sam Katz, who is
Jewish (You don’t say?) likely
face a tough challenge from a
seasoned politico in Judy
Wasilycia-Leis (who has
many Jewish supporters in
her north end base), there are at least two other contests that will be
of particular interest: The races for city councilor in River Heights-Fort
Garry and Fort Rouge-East Fort Garry. 

In both constituencies young Jewish businessmen have declared
themselves candidates for city council: Michael Kowalson in River
Heights-Fort Garry and Ian Rabb in Fort Rouge-East Fort Garry. 

What makes these races even more interesting is that the incum-
bents both have Jewish ancestry. John Orlikow, the councilor for River
Heights (and who admits that he is often mistakenly identified as
Jewish), is a scion of Winnipeg’s famous Orlikow family. John’s late
father, Gordon, however, who was a half-brother to the late David
Orlikow, had a non-Jewish mother.

In the case of Fort Rouge-East Fort Garry though, I was surprised to
learn that Jenny Gerbasi is, in fact, Jewish, even though she told me that
she’s not at all a practicing Jew. It turns out that Jenny’s maiden name is
Steele (Her father, Tony Steele, was a professor in British Columbia, and
Jenny’s stepmother was Marcia Nozick, also a former Winnipegger.)

While Gerbasi has never made any overt mention of her Jewish
ancestry, so far as I know, it’s always interesting to play the game of
“Did you know they’re Jewish?”

Thus, in our never-ending effort to try and find some Jewish connec-
tion, let’s view these upcoming civic battles as contests within the
“tribe”. After all, if we can eliminate ethnic origin as a point of differ-
entiation, do you think we can actually look at what a candidate stands
for rather than to which ethnic group they may (or may not) belong?

Racism not only form of discrimination
By MYRON LOVE

Racism is discrimination – but discrimination is not racism.
Rather, racism is a form of discrimination as are anti-Semitism and ageism. One can also dis-

criminate on the basis of ethnic origin, gender, religious beliefs and sexual orientation.
As a writer with a lifelong interest in the meaning of words, it irks me when words are mis-

used to the point where they lose their value or meaning.
Now I know that the meaning of words change over time. Take the word “silly”, for exam-

ple. As my wife pointed out recently (from a audio-cassette on the origins of words that she
was listening to), “silly” originally meant religious about 600 years ago. Gradually it came to
be associated only with women and came to mean “weak”. In the early 19th century, it took
on its current meaning.

And “gay” not so long ago meant carefree and happy.
“Racism” has become an epithet - or “bad word” - that individuals hurl indiscriminately at

political and ideological opponents. In most cases, it doesn’t apply.
“Racism” is discrimination based on one’s racial origin. There are five human Races and,

while skin colour is an important factor in determining one’s Race, it is not always a sure fire
indicator. The people of India, for example, are Caucasian even though many have dark skin.

“Racist” when applied to Jews and Israel- by Moslems and anti-Semites - is a misnomer.
Judaism as most of us know is a set of religious beliefs and cultural practices as is Islam and
Christianity. Anyone is welcome to join the Jewish People no matter what their racial origin.

Does racism exist among Israelis? Of course. Are there racists in Japan, in the Arab world, in
the West, in Africa? Certainly. Regretably, racism exists everywhere (although the standard –
erroneous - view seems to be that only White Caucasians can be racist. Racism when exhibit-
ed by people of other races is generally ignored or dismissed. There is actually much less
racism in the West than there used to be). That doesn’t mean that Israel is a “racist” country (or
any more “racist” than most other countries in the world). To single out Israel as “racist” is pure
hypocrisy.

One can certainly criticise Israel for unequal distribution of resources – also a common fail-
ing in most if not all countries with distinct minority populations – or its poor record in deal-
ing with guest workers who overstay their time. (That may be for a future column.)

But “racist” does not apply.

Short Takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN
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Conversion bill in Israel

By SARAH FREISHTAT
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Opposition to a

proposed Israeli conversion bill is mounting,
from the U.S. Congress to the Israeli prime
minister.

Meanwhile, the bill is likely to be put on
hold while the Knesset adjourns this week for
a two-month recess.

The controversy over the bill erupted last
week when its main sponsor, David Rotem of
the Yisrael Beiteinu Party, unexpectedly put
it to a committee vote. The measure passed
by a 5-4 margin, sending it to the full Knesset.

Meant to give would-be converts more lee-
way in choosing where and how to convert in
Israel, the bill also would consolidate control
over conversions under the office of the
Israeli Chief Rabbinate. Non-Orthodox
Diaspora Jewish movements and the leader-
ship of the Jewish Federations of North
America and Jewish Agency for Israel all have
warned that non-Orthodox converts would
be put at risk of being disqualified as Jews by
the Orthodox-dominated Chief Rabbinate.

In recent days, a Jewish U.S. senator unhap-
py about the bill, Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.),
began circulating a letter asking fellow law-
makers to join him in condemning the con-
troversial Israeli measure. Wyden’s letter is
circulating among the Senate’s 13 Jewish law-
makers for more signatures before it is deliv-
ered to Israel’s ambassador to the United
States, Michael Oren.

Meanwhile, in Israel, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said he opposes the bill
in its current form. The bill “could tear apart
the Jewish people,” Netanyahu told his
Cabinet on Sunday.

Following its passage last week by the
Knesset’s Law, Constitution and Justice
Committee, the bill must pass three readings
in the Knesset for it to become law. The prime
minister said he would try to remove the bill
by consensus, but if that fails he will ask
members of his Likud Party and other coali-
tion members to oppose it in the Knesset.
With the Knesset on the cusp of a long recess,
the bill is unlikely to come up for another
vote until the fall.

Rotem says the bill aims to simplify the con-
version process, empowering local Israeli
community rabbis to perform conversions
and thereby make it easier for Israelis to con-
vert – including those who don’t intend to
adhere to Orthodox observance. But in giving

the Rabbinate ultimate authority over conver-
sions, the bill puts non-Orthodox converts at
risk and may make it more difficult for non-
Orthodox converts to make aliyah, critics in
the Diaspora warn.

Rotem says the bill should not concern
Diaspora Jews.

“It has nothing to do with Jews in the
Diaspora,” Rotem told JTA last week. “It is
only an Israeli matter.”

Shas Party Chairman Eli Yishai, a member of
Netanyahu’s coalition government, said he
supports the bill.

“The absence of a conversion law is the
greatest spiritual danger for the people of
Israel at this time,” he told Ynet.

In the United States, the Rabbinical Council
of America, an Orthodox organization, said
that “While the legislation in question may
not be perfect, we who live in North America
must recognize that it does contain much to
commend it.”

The RCA called on Diaspora Jews not to
interfere with the internal Israeli legislation,
noting, albeit incorrectly, that “North
American Jews have long embraced the prin-
ciple that the duly elected leadership of the
State of Israel should not be subject to outside
interference or pressure by other govern-
ments, religious bodies, or communal enti-
ties.”

The chorus of American voices against the
bill is growing, particularly in the
Conservative and Reform movements, whose

members make up most of American Jewry
but have only a small presence in Israel.
Opponents are concerned by the bill’s clause
that converts will be recognized as Jews only
if they “accepted the Torah and the com-
mandments in accordance with halachah,”
which could exclude some converts from
being eligible to obtain Israeli citizenship
under the Law of Return because they would
not be considered Jews by Israel.

Rabbi Julie Schonfeld, executive vice presi-
dent of the Conservative movement’s
Rabbinical Assembly, wrote an open letter to
Netanyahu explaining why the bill will
divide the Jewish community.

“The way to really ‘solve this problem’ is to
have options for multiple streams and for the
indigenous Israeli expressions that will only
flower in a non-coercive system,” she wrote.

The Jewish Federations of North America
said it supports the U.S. Senate letter oppos-
ing the Israeli bill.

“We welcome any expression of commit-
ment from influential Jews to maintain the
unity of the Jewish people and the dangers
posed by this divisive legislation,” said
William Daroff, vice president for public pol-
icy and director of the Jewish Federations of
North America’s Washington office.

In Washington, U.S. Sens. Frank Lautenberg
(D-N.J.) and Carl Levin (D-Mich.) have signed
the Wyden letter.

“I am troubled by a proposal which I
believe would make it more difficult for many
people who want to convert to Judaism to do
so,” Levin told JTA.

The letter’s text has not been made public.
Jewish members of the U.S. House of

Representatives also have expressed support
for Wyden’s letter. Rep. Nita Lowey (D-N.Y.),
chairwoman of the State and Foreign
Operations subcommittee that oversees the
State Department and international programs,
left a message for Netanyahu and spoke
directly to Oren to voice her objection to the
bill.

“Congresswoman Lowey believes Israel
should continue to be a welcoming place for
Jews, as it has been through its history,” said
Matthew Dennis, Lowey’s spokesman. “She is
concerned that this bill would alienate Jews
around the world and risks weakening the
sense of unity within the Diaspora that is crit-
ical to Israel’s security.” 

Conversion bill won’t reach Knesset
floor for months

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israel’s conversion bill report-
edly will not reach the Knesset floor until October. 

Proponents of the controversial bill had hoped to
bring the bill to the Knesset floor on Wednesday, the
last day of the Israeli parliament’s summer session
before the start of a three-month hiatus. Its sponsor,
Yisrael Beiteinu Party lawmaker David Rotem, report-
edly is not willing to introduce the bill on the floor
until he is sure he has a majority of lawmakers sup-
porting it. 

The bill would consolidate control over conversions
under the office of the Orthodox-dominated Israeli
Chief Rabbinate. It was approved last week by the
Knesset Constitution, Law and Justice Committee. 

The Knesset will reconvene for its winter session on
Oct. 11, when Rotem likely will reintroduce the leg-
islation. 

American Jewish organizations and religious orga-
nizations have rallied against the conversion mea-
sure.

Netanyahu warns of Rotem conversion bill’s perils
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said he oppos-

es a proposed conversion bill, which “could tear apart the Jewish people.” 
Netanyahu made the comments Sunday at the regular Cabinet meeting. 
The bill, which has been roundly condemned by the Reform and Conservative

movements in the United States, Israel and in other countries in the Diaspora
because it centralizes conversion in the hands of the Orthodox Rabbinate, could
come up for a first reading this week. 

Netanyahu has said he is working to make sure that the bill does not reach the
Knesset floor. On Sunday he said that he will instruct his Likud Party lawmakers
to vote against the bill if it comes to a vote. 

The bill’s sponsor, David Rotem of the Yisrael Beiteinu party, told Israel Radio
on Sunday afternoon that “This law has nothing to do with American Jewry. It
does not deal with conversion abroad at all. 

Rotem added, “The law will pass, in the end the prime minister will support it
and even vote for it.” 

The measure comes amid a growing rift between Yisrael Beiteinu head Avigdor
Lieberman, the foreign minister, and Netanyahu. 

Over the weekend Lieberman decried the state budget, which his lawmakers
voted against, for taking away funds from portfolios held by his ministers, and last
Friday, Lieberman appointed an acting United Nations ambassador without
Netanyahu’s approval. 

Opposition to Israeli conversion bill mounts 

DAVID ROTEM: “It
has nothing to do
with Jews in the
Diaspora. It is only
an Israeli matter.”

B E N J A M I N
NETANYAHU: The
bill “could tear
apart the Jewish
people.”



Dr. Lorrie Kirshenbaum, a nationally and
internationally-recognized researcher in cardi-
ology, has been awarded the R.E. Beamish
Memorial Award, receiving $10,000 from the
Heart and Stroke Foundation of Manitoba
(HSFM) in addition to his research grant. The
award was presented to Kirshenbaum on June 3
at the Medical School’s Brody Centre.

For the lifelong Winnipegger, the award has a
special resonance. “Having known Dr. Bob

Beamish personally (Beamish was a Winnipeg-based cardiologist), this
is quite an honour,” Kirshenbaum says. “Bob was a pioneer in cardiol-
ogy research in Canada. He was the founding editor of the Canadian
Journal of Cardiology and he carved out a special niche for cardiology
as a separate discipline within the medical community in Canada.”

Kirshenbaum was chosen as winner of the Beamish award for receiv-
ing the highest provincial ranking this year among research grant appli-
cants, as rated by the Heart and Stroke Foundation of Canada Scientific
Review committee. A research proposal must receive a rating of 4.0 or
greater to qualify for the award.

The honoree has been teaching at the University of Manitoba and doing
research into the
workings of heart dis-
ease for the past 15
years. His focus, he
says, has been on
heart failure and the
genetic mechanism
that tells a heart cell
when to live or die.

“We have discov-
ered a particular gene
- Bnip3 - that gets
switched on when a
person has a heart
attack,” Kirshenbaum
explains. “We are try-
ing to determine how
to turn off this gene
and find ways to
manipulate the gene
to reduce the impact
of heart disease.”

K i r s h e n b a u m ’s
team of researchers
has also found that a
protein found in all
cells in the body
called p53, which
functions as a
guardian to prevent
cells from growing, is
involved in the devel-
opment of cancer
when it mutates.
“We’ve basically dis-
covered in our
research a close rela-
tionship between the
fields of cancer and
c a r d i o l o g y , ”
Kirshenbaum notes.

His team’s research
could potentially lead
to the development of
life-saving drugs for
both heart attack and
cancer patients.

* * *
Sara Kreindler has

also been recognized

for her work in healthcare
research. The Winnipeg Regional
Health Authority Research and
Evaluation Unit researcher has
received the prestigious
International Harkness Associate
Award which will allow her to
compare information with the
world’s top minds in health policy
and health systems.

“This was a total surprise,” she
says of her award. “It was an hon-
our to have been selected. It is a
huge opportunity for me to learn
about other health care systems. I
will be attending a number of
research and policy seminars and
have access to an American men-
tor.”

Readers may remember an earli-
er Sara Kreindler as an accom-
plished playwright and performer
as well as a Rhodes Scholarship
recipient (in 1999). After returning
from Oxford with a doctorate in
Psychology, she recalls, she wasn’t
necessarily planning on remaining
in Winnipeg. But she changed her
mind in light of health problems
that her parents were experiencing.

After two years of teaching
Psychology at the University of
Manitoba, Kreindler was looking
for a change. Serendipity brought
her into the health-services field
when “a friend who I actually
know through musical theatre let
me know about a research con-
tract with the Manitoba Institute
for Patient Safety.” Several months
later, she applied and was hired
by the WRHA Research and
Evaluation Unit.

She explains that the unit was
established to promote the use of
research evidence in healthcare
design and delivery. “We do a lot
of knowledge syntheses and pro-
gram evaluations,” Kreindler says. 

* * *
Former Winnipegger Dr. (Ph.D.)

David Kideckel’s career in scientif-
ic research continues to soar. The
Regional Manager, Scientific
Communications – Strategic
Customer Group for Janssen-Ortho
Inc. (part of the Johnson & Johnson
Family of Companies) since March
– with responsibility for Ontario
and western Canada - has been
selected as one of the few recipi-
ents of a federally funded award
cross-nationally. The award is
called the CIHR (Canadian
Institutes of Health Research)
Science to Business Award.

“My application,” he says, “was
for MBA studies at the Rotman
School of Management (University of Toronto). I was told that the com-
petition was especially fierce this year.”

The objective of this MBA scholarship program, he points out, is to
allow recently minted PhD’s with an entrepreneurial spirit and great
business potential, the opportunity to study for an MBA in a health-
related sector. The point is to develop and help support the future lead-
ers of the Canadian Innovation economy.

“I am obviously quite humbled by this recognition,” he says, “as only
the top Canadian students are recognized for this award. It is the most
prestigious one of its kind in the field.”

He says that his MBA studies at the Rotman School of Management
will focus on venture capital, pharmaceutical and biotechnology mar-
keting, life sciences product commercialization, and corporate and
start-up financial management.”

He will be starting his studies in the three-year, part-time program some-
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By MYRON LOVE
Stage16 and the

Winnipeg Studio
Theatre have com-
bined to bring
Winnipeg audi-
ences an A+ per-
formance of the
2005 Broadway
hit, “The 25th
Annual Putnam
County Spelling
Bee”. 

The show, which
was staged at the Prairie Theatre Exchange space July14- 25 a part of
The Fringe Festival, brings back memories of spelling bees past and
some of those heart warming “spelling bee” movies (such as “Akeela
and the Bee”) and gently skewers them. The audience is introduced to
memorable characters including an arrogant nerd who spells out
words with his shoe, an over-accomplished Asian student who just
wants to be a kid, a boy scout feeling the first stirrings of manhood, a
gawky girl trying to win to please her two Gay dads, a none-too-swift
boy who proves to himself that he is smarter than people give him
credit for and a lonely young miss who keeps hoping her father will
show up in time to cheer her on (her mother is off meditating in an
ashram in India).

The spellers onstage include four members of the audience one of
whom on opening night was Meaghan Waller, Canada’s next top
model. The cast is rounded out by two judges (a former spelling cham-
pion and a vice-principal with a shady history) and a character per-
forming community service whose role is to comfort the spellers who
are eliminated and give them containers of apple juice as a consola-
tion.

The actors are young veterans of Stage 16, an independent, non-
profit, amateur theatre group dedicated to producing a season of plays
and musicals featuring the talents of local high school and university
performers from across the city. Stage 16 was founded four years ago
by a group of teenagers - including multi-talented Joseph Tritt (who
served as musical director for this show and played keyboard) and
Ryan Segal (who was the show’s producer) - after their acting teach-
ing left the city. The company’s mandate is: to encourage artistic and
educational development; to develop professional talent; and to set
new standards for independent amateur performance, while estab-
lishing strong connections with the professional arts community.

Previous Stage 16 performances include “Elegies, A Song Cycle by
William Finn (who also wrote the music and lyrics for “Putnam
County”) and Stephen Sondheim’s “Company”.

Tritt incidentally is on summer hiatus from the Manhattan School of
Music. He is two more years away from graduation and hopes to fur-
ther pursue a Masters Degree in Musical Theatre Writing at New York
University.

The Winnipeg Studio Theatre was founded four years ago by Kayla
Gordon, formerly the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre’s artistic director. The
group staged the very well received “Altar Boyz” at last year’s Fringe.

Coming up next for the WST is “Hersteria”, an original musical writ-
ten by local playwright Susan Bajer which Gordon and company are
looking forward to producing next year. Gordon has also recently
teamed up with Winnipeg musical theatre veteran Brenda Gorlick (the
choreographer for “Putnam County”) and her Young Stars program for
students ranging in age from 11 to 18. “This year, for first time, Brenda
is offering musical theatre program for aspiring adult musical theatre
performers,” Gordon says.

time next spring or sum-
mer.

* * *
Young Winnipegger

Noah Palansky continues to excel as a fundraiser
for cancer research. The Grey Academy of Jewish
Education Grade 9 student and his team of a dozen
classmates and friends participated in the third
annual Challenge for Life Walk on June 10 and
were able to contribute $69,000 to cancer research
– with Palansky producing $44,000 on his own.
Palansky’s mother, Naomi, reports that the teenager
inspired businessman Dr. Mark Evans (whose sons
are on the same hockey team as Noah) to con-
tribute another $20,000 to the cause ($15,000 from
Evans personally and $5,000 from his company).
Evans is the founding president of Emerging
Information Systems Inc. (EISI), a leading financial
planning software developer. 

In total, Palansky has raised more than $120,000
in just three years for cancer research.

“Because of Noah’s efforts, the organizers of the
Challenge for Life Walk created a separate kids divi-
sion,” Naomi Palansky says.

Noah took on his fundraising efforts as a result of

his mother’s bout with cancer. In April, 2008, his
mother, Naomi, was diagnosed with a rare form of
cancer. (She is doing well right now.)

“The feeling when we heard the diagnosis is inde-
scribable,” Noah says. “It is something that I will
remember for the rest of my life.

“I wanted to do something to make a difference.”
He and his team of fundraisers raised money

through a variety of fundraising initiatives in addi-
tion to the Walk. They sold 50/50 tickets at a
Manitoba Moose game and at Rumour’s Comedy
Club evening from which they also received part of
the club’s earnings from the evening.. They orga-
nized silent auctions. And they enlisted 12 schools
in a “Toonie Tuesday” event. Noah also canvassed
door to door on his own in his neighbourhood.

He also has his own website - linked through
challengeforlife.ca - through which people can
make donations.

In recognition of his fundraising efforts, Palansky
was chosen last January to represent his city in carry-
ing the Olympic flame the last 300 meters through
Winnipeg and light an Olympic cauldron at the Forks.

Palansky’s ultimate goal is to raise $1 million for
cancer research 
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NOAH PALANSKY and 
mom NAOMI

In total, Noah Palansky has
raised more than $120,000 in

just three years for 
cancer research.



Israeli court: Rape charge for Arab posing as a Jew
JERUSALEM (JTA) – An Israeli court ruled that consensual sex

between a Jewish woman and an Arab posing as a Jew constituted
rape. On Monday, the Jerusalem District Court sentenced Sabbar
Kashur, 30, an Arab from Jerusalem, to 18 months in prison as part of
a plea bargain for rape by deception.

Kashur met a Jewish woman in downtown Jerusalem in 2008 and
introduced himself as a Jewish bachelor seeking a serious relationship,
the indictment said, according to media reports. The couple then went
to a nearby building and had consensual sexual intercourse; Kashur
then left The woman filed a complaint after realizing that Kashur was

not Jewish. The court ruled that the consent for sex was obtained
under false pretenses.

“If she hadn’t thought the accused was a Jewish bachelor interested
in a serious romantic relationship, she would not have cooperated,”
the judges wrote.

Large oil field identified in Israel
JERUSALEM (JTA) – A commercially sized oil field has been identi-

fied in central Israel, an oil prospecting firm said. 
Tests on the Meged Five drill site near the central town of Rosh

Ha’ayin have determined that the site can produce about 470 barrels
of oil a day, the Givot Olam Oil prospect-
ing and production firm announced late
Wednesday. The well will be ready for
production by Aug. 15, the Israeli business
daily Globes reported.

Pollution may close Jordan River 
baptism site

JERUSALEM (JTA) – A baptism site in the
lower Jordan River is in danger of being
closed due to pollution. 

Israel’s Ministry of Health has urged the
Ministry of Tourism and the Nature and
Parks Authority to ban baptism in the
lower Jordan River due to the serious
health risks from the highly polluted
water. 

Most of the river’s fresh water is diverted
by Israel, Syria and Jordan; untreated
sewage, agricultural runoff and saline
water are returned in its place. The envi-
ronmental group EcoPeace/Friends of the
Earth Middle East called on regional
authorities to stop the baptisms until water
quality standards for tourism activities are
met. 

“Attempts of the Israeli Ministry of
Tourism and Israeli Nature and Parks
Authority to lower health standards in
order to enable baptism in the Jordan are
completely unacceptable,” said Gidon
Bromberg, the group’s Israeli director. 

Liberal democra-
cies have established
an exacting burden
of proof that must be
met before an
accused person can
be convicted of
committing a crime.
If the standard is

met, punishment follows. In jurisdictions that
have abolished capital punishment, lengthy
incarceration is the ultimate punishment for
those convicted of the most heinous crimes.

Why do we punish convicted criminals?
First, justice requires that individuals take
responsibility for their actions and be held
accountable for their behaviour. Nobody
should be allowed to harm others with
impunity. Punishment is a consequence that a
convicted criminal should bear. The second
reason for punishment is to deter future
crimes by sending a clear message that soci-
ety will not tolerate criminal conduct and
criminals must pay a price. The third reason
for punishment is to safeguard the public
from further victimization during the period
of incarceration. The final goal of our penal
system is to rehabilitate a convicted criminal,
transforming him or her into a law-abiding
and productive member of society. 

Not all the stated objectives are attainable.
For example, the sentences may be ineffec-
tive in deterring criminal activity. In this
regard, although many attribute the high inci-
dence of repeat offences to unduly lenient
sentences, criminologists have argued that

capital punishment
for murder has not
succeeded in reduc-
ing the incidence of
murder. The goal of
rehabilitation is
impossible if the
criminal is a psy-
chopath who pos-
sesses no remorse for
his or her conduct
and is incapable of
any empathy for vic-
tims.

The question of the
appropriate punish-
ment for the most
heinous crime, pre-
meditated mass mur-
der, was uppermost
in the minds of the
panel of three Scottish judges after they unan-
imously convicted Abdelbaset Ali Mohmed
Al Megrahi, a former Libyan intelligence offi-
cer, of 270 counts of murder for his role in the
planning and execution of the mid-air bomb-
ing of Pan Am Flight 103 over Lockerbie,
Scotland on December 21, 1988. They sen-
tenced him to prison for life for his role in
planning and executing this horrendous
crime. On March 14, 2002, Al Megrahi’s
appeal to the Court of Criminal Appeal was
unanimously rejected by the five presiding
judges.

Al Megrahi’s second appeal of his convic-
tion was overtaken by two events. First, Dr.

Karol Sikora, Dean of Medicine at
Buckingham University, who had been
retained as a medical consultant by the gov-
ernment of Libya, announced that Al Megrahi
had terminal prostate cancer and was expect-
ed to live less than three months. The second
event was that, without an independent med-
ical assessment to corroborate Dr. Sikora’s
forecast and with unseemly haste, the
Scottish government granted Al Meghari his
freedom. He was immediately flown to Libya
by chartered jet. His reception was not one
that would befit the release of an ignomin-
ious mass murderer. Rather he received a
jubilant welcome, befitting the triumphant
return of a national hero.

The most recent twist in this sordid tale
occurred on July 5, 2010, when Dr. Sikora
disclosed to a Sunday Times reporter that the
three month forecast that he had given a year
earlier “was what they [the Libyan govern-
ment] were aiming for. On the balance of
probabilities, I felt I could sort of justify that.”
Dr. Sikora revised his original estimate of the
date of Mr. Al Meghari’s expected demise,
predicting that he could live for another ten
years or even longer.

The compassion of the Scottish government
was misplaced. In the interest of justice, com-
passion should have been granted to the
memories of the 270 murdered victims and
their families, not to the perpetrator of this
tragedy. The compassion that Mr. Al Meghari
deserved was to be given proper medical care
in a Scottish prison for the rest of his natural
life. 
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Visit our website:
www.chesedshelemes.org

E-mail us at:
chesed@mts.net

Visit our website
chesedshelemes.org

For information on Jewish funeral
practices and current funeral
services in our community

Add your name to our e-mail list to
receive notifications of funerals and
community news

Make a donation in honour of a
loved one

Contact us
204.582.5088
chesed@mts.net

Did you know….

Chesed Shel Emes is the only exclusively Jewish funeral home
in Winnipeg.

Our community has a volunteer Chevra Kadisha…a group of
individuals who are trained to perform the ancient Jewish ritual
of preparing the deceased for burial.

The concept “chesed shel emes” is translated from Hebrew as
‘true loving kindness”, acts of compassion which can not be
repaid.

Our staff is on call 24 /7 to provide assistance to families in
need.

We have an extensive lending library with resources on topics
ranging from visiting the sick to saying Kaddish.

Crime and Punishment

By

IRWIN LIPNOWSKI

ABDELBASET ALI
MOHMED AL

MEGRAHI
Convicted of 270
counts of murder
for his role in the
bombing of Pan Am
Flight 103.



BLACK GRASS and
Other Stories
Reading / Discussion /
Book Signing
Tuesday August 3, 2010
at 7:00 p.m. at
McNally Robinson
Booksellers Grant Park,
1120 Grant Park,
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Could a Golem be
created in Auschwitz
from the ashes of the
Crematorium?

After escaping from a
camp, will a God fear-
ing Jewish mother give
up her only son to a priest who wants to bring
him up to serve the church?

How can a Jewish survivor who served in
the Auschwitz Sonderkomando redeem his
shame and guilt?

Why would a survivor, after my years, hate
his right arm and ask a doctor to amputate it?

Can a German boy, whose grandfather was
a commandant of a concentration camp make
his father give up his Nazi believes by build-
ing a Lego scale model of Birkenau?

How will anti-Semites and Holocaust
deniers respond to the blackness that one day
begins spreading out of the site of a former
death camp?

These questions, challenges, and dilemmas
are posed and confronted by characters in

Bernard Otterman’s short story collec-
tion, “Black Grass”, which is set in the
deadly authentic and surreal circum-
stances of the Holocaust and its
ghostly aftermath.

BERNARD OTTERMAN, Ph.D., is a
child survivor of the Holocaust. His
stories “Black Grass” and “Kaddish”
won first prizes in literary competi-
tions. He is in the process of complet-
ing a novel centered on the life and
death of journalist and novelist Arthur
Koestler. He was chairman of the
D e p a r t -
ment of
E n g i n e e -
ring at

Hofstra University.
Most of the stories
in the Black Grass
collection have
been translated into
Russian. The
Russian collection,
titled Golem of
Auschwitz Stories
as well as Black
Grass and Other
Stories are avail-
able on the author’s
w e b s i t e :
www.bernardotter-
man.com.
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Tuesday, Aug. 3 7:00 pm
at McNally Robinson Booksellers

Grant Park Shopping Centre

BERNARD OTTERMAN
will be reading from, discussing, 

& signing his short story collection
“Black Grass”

an award winning series of short stories
dealing with surviving the Holocaust and its aftermath

For more information about Bernard Otterman 
and his fascinating life story, go to 

www.bernardotterman.com

Some of my best
memories revolve
around the days
spent just “hang-
ing out” with my
friends in New
York City. When
we were together
there were no
thoughts of

homework or responsibilities. We weren’t
afraid to act silly, often laughing until tears
ran down our faces. We even used to
croon the latest tunes in the subway (great
echo) and on neighborhood street corners
(much to the chagrin of angry “critics”,
who yelled their disapproval from apart-
ment windows!).

As I “grew up” and became a responsi-
ble adult, I forgot about those carefree
times, but luckily rediscovered them quite
by accident in Gimli, Manitoba.

It was July 2000, and two of my friends
were celebrating special birthdays. I and another gal pal decided to
mark the occasion with a day trip to Gimli, where one of the birthday
“girls” had a cottage. The idea was to have a relaxing lunch at the
hotel by the lake, but there must have been something in the air (or in
our glasses of wine). 

Our lunch lasted more than three hours, a celebration full of “girl
talk”, laughter and reminiscences. By now the restaurant was empty,
and we were getting the fish eye (as opposed to the fishfly) from the
staff. We had become giddy and were not ready to call it a day.
Someone suggested that we do a “ Grand Tour of Gimli”, starting with
the dollar store, where we found “must-have” sets of cutlery.

Then, by chance, one of the girls tried on a Viking helmet, looked in
the mirror, and began laughing so hard that tears ran down her cheeks.
Her laughter and look were so infectious, that the rest of us rushed to
the Viking Section, and grabbed our own horned hats. We donned
them, bought them and marched through the streets of Gimli, giggling
like school girls. Incredibly, no one seemed to notice the four of us in
our Viking gear as we noisily made our way through the town.

Not ready to end this light-hearted lark, we adjourned to Winnipeg

Beach for tea and birth-
day torte at the cottage
of another in our group.
What a feeling! What a
day! It was then we
realized that we were
onto something. Why
not make this an annu-
al event? And so The
Vikettes came to be,
and our flight of fancy
has become an annual
summer event .

A typical Vikette get
together consists of:
1. Lunching and laugh-
ing
2. Shopping and laugh-
ing
3. A walk along the
lake and laughing
4. Tea time with laugh-
ing

5. Happy Hour with wine, noshing and more laughing
6. Dinner, and by this time hysteria
7. Back to someone’s cottage for games, singing, and a fruit crisp
“nightime snack”.
8. Breakfast and goodbye hugs

One of our members was even inspired to write a Vikettes theme
song but we were laughing too hard to sing it. 

One thing I have noticed, is that folks seem to enjoy seeing middle-
aged women in Viking hats. When we are out and about, people stop
and chat with us and tourists take our pictures. One summer, at a local
tea room, we even got a standing ovation from the Selkirk Chapter of
the Red Hat Society (go figure!).

This year marks the tenth anniversary of the Vikettes. There may have
been changes in membership and in activities over the years, but the
fun and energy still remains.

Why not take some time for yourself to find your inner “Viking”?
When it comes right down to it, laughter and friendship are two of the
greatest aspects of a happy life!

ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES

“Jewish Viking Women” – now there’s an oxymoron! 

A creative response to the Holocaust

BERNARD OTTERMAN
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Gerry Posner

It began with a
plan to celebrate my
mother’s 100th birth-
day on May 3, 2010.
My brother, sister & I
had decided the best
way to remember her
(now deceased 23
years) was to return

to her place of birth and education as in Iowa
City, Iowa. Iowa was where we three kids
went almost every summer to see our grand-
parents, uncles, aunts and cousins in Iowa
City and Waterloo. Our trips were usually by
car. Our memories of those days in the 40’s
and 50’s are vivid to this day.

The plans were put in motion, but my first
cousin in the Washington, D. C. area invited
us to come to see her and her family for the
eightieth birthday of her husband on the very
same weekend as the Iowa excursion. We
three talked about it and concluded that even
though we had our hearts set on being in Iowa
City on the very day of the birthday, my moth-
er, if she were here, would be admonishing us
to go and be a part of this happy moment in
the family with our cousin and her family. Part
of her family is her mother, my aunt, now 93,
very much alive and alert and the sole remain-
ing relative from my mother’s siblings and
spouses. This aunt is the very same aunt we
used to visit in Waterloo, Iowa. Now, she was
in Washington. We just changed W’s.

From Winnipeg I flew to Toronto where my
siblings reside and the next day we left in my
brother’s van. The three of us, now seventy,
sixty-seven and sixty-three, set off on this 10
hour trip to McLean, Virginia, just outside of
Washington. We were in reality recreating
our childhood and recreate and re-live it we
did. It was a trip of a lifetime- time flew by.

We were so immersed in conversation on
subjects ranging from the past (who were our
best friends and why), present (what our
grandchildren were up to and the problems
we had with our adult children) and future
(what we wanted at our funerals), that we
actually missed a crucial exit (I was driving
and had no one to blame). As a result, we had
to go through rather than around Pittsburgh,
adding on about fifty minutes to the trip. But,
we didn’t care at all. As we drove, we kept
comparing car travel of 2010 to 1950. So
much had changed in so many ways making
this drive a new experience and yet, much
was the same. Yes, we were older, greyer,
heavier and less flexible. But, we were essen-
tially the same kids we were in 1950.

Although we had traveled together as chil-
dren by car many times over the years, we
never had the chance to travel together as
adults. We could reflect on how the roads,
once quite empty of cars, now were saturated
with them. What was once a two lane highway
all the way from Winnipeg to Iowa City, was
now two lanes each way with interstate stops
all over where you could get everything your
heart and stomach wanted. Instead of slowing
down in little towns along the way, sometimes
to get gasoline, attended to by an older man
with a cap who was quick to help you as you
pulled up, now it was self serve all the way.
The roads were better, but the trip less interest-
ing as we missed passing through places like
Little Falls and Crookston, Minnesota. We
were keenly aware of the absence of the
Burma Shave signs which occupied so much
of our time when we were kids in the 50’s. On
the other hand, we were not squeezed into the
confines of the back seat. How my parents
could have endured those trips with three
young kids squabbling over petty things and

how we did it without the toys of today’s chil-
dren, my grandchildren, is a documentary
waiting to be made. What I do know is that on
this trip, my sister apologized to me for teasing
and tormenting me on those Iowa trips. I
appreciated her sentiments but my resentment
and anger disappeared long ago.

Of course, what was most different about
this trip was that my sister, a real estate agent,
was busy a large part of the drive, at least well
into Pennsylvania, organizing and conclud-
ing a sale of a home in Toronto on her
Blackberry. That was a word unknown to me
when I was ten years of age squished into the
back seat of my father’s Studebaker except as
food that I could eat. On the other hand,
some things stayed the same. Back in the
50’s, since we had no other form of enter-
tainment besides counting license plates from
the various states and playing Geography, we
did a lot of singing. This trip was no different
except we had a disc of songs from the 50’s
that we played and sang along with much
delight. It occurred to me that there surely
could be no other group of elderly siblings
traversing the roads of northeastern United
States singing Shboom. Yet, this singing felt
good and reminded us of those innocent days
when we sang without a care in the world. I
tried to harmonize then without success and
I tried to harmonize on this trip with a bit
more success although my sister claims I still
don’t have it.

What I realized more than ever was that this
moment, where we came together to recap-
ture a part of our past, will in the not too dis-
tant future become a time we will recall with
fond memories as we age. I know this for cer-
tain- this trip was for each of us, like that well
known song from our past, one of those
“Moments To Remember.”

Jabotinsky had plan to kill Hitler, old diary reveals

Revisiting the past

By

GERALD S POSNER

(JTA) – Revisionist Zionist leader Ze’ev Jabotinsky had
devised a scheme to kill Hitler and a number of high-
ranking officials, according to a British colonel’s diary. 

In a special report, Ynet wrote that according to
Richard Henry Meinertzhagen’s “Middle East Diary,
1917-1956,” Jabotinsky visited the colonel in 1939 with
a plan to kill a number of high-ranking Nazi officials, so
Hitler and other senior officials would gather at their
funeral.

Jabotinsky planned to fill one of the coffins with
explosives and, as the Nazi officials congregated
around the grave, have the grave digger set off the
bomb. 

Meinertzhagen, then an adviser at the War Office in
London, brought the plan to the Foreign Office. “The
Foreign Office frowned,” he wrote in his diary, “and the
Nazis were saved.” 

July 12 was the 70th anniversary of Jabotinsky’s death
according to the Jewish calendar. 

Jabotinsky, a Russia native, was a founder of the
Jewish Self-Defense Organization in Odessa and a del-
egate in Zionist congresses. He founded the Revisionist
Zionism, a nonreligious, nationalist faction of the
Zionist movement. He also was an early leader of the
Irgun, a militant underground organization that fought

to found the State of Israel. 

ZE’EV JABOTINSKY
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This has definitely
been the summer of
the heat wave. In this
weather it is always
an easy decision to
prepare meals with-
out having to turn on
the oven. The solution
is to prepare salads

that can be made on Friday, served on shabbat,
with leftovers that will keep for a couple of days.

Serving iced tea instead of soda when the
temperature soars and the humidity climbs
ensures that one’s thirst will be quenched. Using
an infusion of dried tea leaves, steeped in boil-
ing water is the way this refreshing beverage
should be made.

When you go beyond the conventional tea
you can create drinks by blending crushed fruit
and spices. Spices such as cinnamon and gin-
ger, fruit like pineapple, strawberries and mango
provide a healthy way to enhance the tea’s
flavour.

If you like a less sweet brew add a tablespoon
of fresh mint, ginger to 2 cups of boiling water
and let cool to room temperature. Strain the liq-
uid and add 1 to 2 tablespoons of the liquid to
your tea.

To make a perfect cup of tea, start with cold
water and bring to boil. Warm your teapot with
a little hot water for about 1 minute then empty
it. Use 1 teabag for 12 ounces of water. Cover
teapot and steep for 3 to 5 minutes.

Garnish tea with fruit slices, mint, or ice cubes
Stay cool and enjoy!!!

* * *
ROASTED COBB SALAD

(serves 6-8, as a main course)
1 pound frozen green beans 
2 teaspoons olive oil 
salt and freshly ground black pepper 
3 cups cooked chicken breast, cut in 1/2” cubes 
1 15 ounce can hearts of palm, drained, quar-
tered lengthwise, and then cut into 1/4” slices 
2 large yellow peppers, cored, seeded and then
diced into 1/4” pieces 
3 Israeli (or Persian) cucumbers, diced into 1/4”
pieces (leave the skin on!) 
2 tablespoons capers (optional) 
2 teaspoons minced fresh
chives 
2 avocados, peeled, pitted
and then diced (only just
before serving!) into 1/4”
pieces 
3 tablespoons dijon mus-
tard 
3 tablespoons freshly
squeezed lemon juice 
5 tablespoons olive oil 
kosher salt and freshly
ground black pepper, to
taste 
12 ounces romaine lettuce
leaves or mixed baby greens 
cherry tomatoes

Preheat the oven to 500
degrees. Toss the green
beans with two teaspoons
of olive oil, seasoning gen-
erously with salt and pep-
per. 

Spread them out evenly
on a foil lined cookie sheet
and roast until some of the
beans are beginning to
brown. Remove from the
oven, and when they are
cool enough to handle, cut
them into 1/4” lengths and
place them in the bottom of
a medium sized glass mix-
ing bowl. Place the cubed

chicken atop the green beans in an even layer,
and then layer on the hearts of palm, yellow
peppers, cucumbers, capers and chives. Just
before serving, peel pit and dice the avocados
and place them on top. 

In a small jar with a screw-on lid, mix the
mustard, lemon juice, olive oil, salt and pepper.
Shake until fully emulsified. Keep refrigerated
until 10 minutes before using. Again, shake
dressing until fully emulsified. Pour 2/3 of the
dressing over the chopped salad and toss gently
to coat. Pour the rest of the dressing over the
romaine leaves or baby greens in a large, shal-
low salad bowl. Mound the chopped salad in
the middle and garnish with tiny cherry toma-
toes.

* * *
CHOPPED SALAD, WITH A MEXICAN TWIST 

serves 6 
dressing: 
1/4 cup canola oil 
2 tablespoons fresh lime juice 
1 teaspoon hot sauce or 1 tablespoon salsa 
1/2 teaspoon dried oregano 
salt and pepper, to taste 
salad: 
4 roma tomatoes, cored, seeded and diced 
3 small Israeli or kirby cucumbers, diced 
1 orange colored bell pepper, cored seeded and
diced 
1 can black beans, strained, rinsed thoroughly,
and drained (optional) 
1/2 cup diced jicama 
1/2 cup frozen corn, thawed 
2 minced scallions 
6 sprigs cilantro, minced 

In a small jar with a tight lid, combine the
dressing ingredients. Shake until completely
emulsified. Refrigerate until 10 minutes before
serving. Immediately before serving, in a large
salad bowl, combine all the salad ingredients.
Shake the dressing again, and then pour it over
the salad. Toss the salad to coat all ingredients.
Serve cold.

* * *
RASPBERRY PEACH TEA 

(pareve) 
5 1/2 cups boiling water 
4 raspberry-flavored tea bags 

2 cups sliced fresh peaches, mashed 
1 cup mashed fresh raspberries 
1 to 1 1/2 cups brown sugar 

Peel and mash the peaches and raspberries
and place them in a pitcher with the brown
sugar. Add the boiling water and the tea bags.
Cover and let steep for 5 to 7 minutes. Remove
tea bags and strain out the fruit pulp if you like
or leave it in for a fuller flavor. Chill. Strain if you
like before serving serves 8.

* * *
CITRUS SURPRISE TEA BASE 

(pareve) 
I’ve had this tea/punch recipe for years and it’s

always a big hit at barbecues. 
6 tea bags 
8 cups boiling water 
2 cups sugar 
1 (48-ounce) can pineapple juice 
1 (12-ounce) can frozen orange juice 
1 (12-ounce) can frozen lemonade 

Place tea bags in bowl or pitcher. Pour boiling
water into a pitcher or leave it in the pan. Add
the sugar, stirring for 2 minutes to make sure the
sugar dissolves. Add the tea bags and let them
steep at room temperature for at least 1 hour to
as long as 3 hours. Remove the tea bags and
then add the pineapple juice, orange juice and
lemonade. Stir to combine. Refrigerate until
cold. To serve place 3 or 4 ice cubes in a glass
and fill the glass half way up with the tea. Add
cold water to the top of the glass. Garnish with
slices of lemon or orange or pineapple. Makes
24 servings.

* * *
LEMON PINEAPPLE SWEET TEA 

(pareve) 
2 cans (12 ounces each) unsweetened pineap-
ple juice concentrate, thawed 
1 can chunk pineapple with juice 
1 to 1/2 cups lemon juice 
1 to 1 1/2 cup sugar (to taste) 
12 cups brewed tea 

In a large pot, combine the juice concentrate,
lemon juice and sugar in large pitcher until
sugar is dissolved. Stir in the tea, pineapple and
its juice. Mix to combine. Cover and refrigerate
until cold. Taste to see whether it needs more
sugar and serve. Serves 12 to 14.

Summertime salads and iced tea
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FRANCINE TELLER
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Sunday June 13th
turned out to be a
very lucky day for a
number of Manitoba
Jewish athletes who
were added to the
Wall of Honour in a
re-dedication cere-
mony at the Rady
JCC which is now 13
years old.

An assembled
crowd of perhaps
100-150 friends, rela-
tives, and Rady atten-
dees were introduced
to those honourees present prior to bagels and
coffee being served.

The late Cyril “Zeke” Marantz’s generous
funding support aided in the expansion of the
wall which I am certain many of you who fre-
quent the Doncaster St. edifice have seen many
times on your way to the front-desk entry to the
swimming pool, track, and workout equipment.

Obviously, because of my lifetime interest in
athletics of all variety and, being especially
proud of those who share my ethnic back-
ground, I have never visited the centre without
pausing and studying the photos of the first set
of honourees who have been on display for
approximately a decade. 

This time around, the Builders’ category
expanded by Chai and gave recognition to
those unheralded individuals - when compared
with the athletes - who throughout the years
were the architects of so many minor and pro
teams and institutions that today are the foun-
dation of the fun-and-games departments.

EARL BARISH: A former high-school basketball
player himself, brought the pro game into the
limelight with the Winnipeg Cyclone in 1995.

MARK DANZKER: He was the founder of the
original Winnipeg Goldeyes in 1954 who were
the Class C farm team of the St. Louis Cardinals.

MAX FREED: A giant on the local horse rac-
ing scene dating back to the days when Polo
Park was a racetrack instead of a shopping mall. 

ALLAN FINKEL: A one-time marathoner
who was the Director of the Manitoba
Marathon in the eighties and President of the
Manitoba Runners Association.

MICHAEL GOBUTY: Helped introduce top
flight pro hockey to this town and was at one
time the President of the Winnipeg Jets.

BARRY GREENBERG: The Portage La Prairie
kid from a curling family became the
President of both the Manitoba and Canadian
Curling Associations.

SIDNEY HALTER: The highly regarded
Commissioner of the Canadian Football
League in the Sixties and Seventies.

JACK KAPLAN: Very big in various amateur
sports organizations from1960s-1980s.

SAM KATZ: President and Owner of the
Winnipeg Goldeyes baseball team dating
back to the mid-nineties; also responsible for
our state of the art ballpark.

PHIL KIVES: Race Horse Owner who helped
grow the industry especially in the eighties.

KEN KRONSON: Annual Rady sports dinner
organizer for decades and involved in minor
league hockey ownership in the 70’s.

MORLEY MEYERS: Manitoba Hockey Hall
of Fame member who as both a referee and
linesman worked games at all levels in North

America from minor to pro.
ERNIE NAIRN: TV and Radio Sports

Broadcaster deluxe who also works tirelessly
for the annual Rady sports dinner.

HARVEY ROSEN: Since late seventies sports-
writer for The Jewish Post & News and football
and hockey reporter for The Canadian Press.

MAX SAPER: President of Manitoba Curling
Association in 1980-81.

ZIVAN SAPER: President of Manitoba Curling
Association as well as the Canadian Curling
Association and elected to Manitoba Curling
Hall of Fame in 2005.

JOSEPH WILDER: President of the
Winnipeg Blue Bomber Football Club in 1980
and was also inducted into the Blue Bombers
Hall of Fame. Instrumental in helping set up
what is now the Blue and Gold Room.

NEVILLE WINOGRAD: Former President of
Blue Bombers, as well as President of the CFL.
Elected to the Winnipeg Blue Bombers Hall of
Fame in 1987.

Sixteen Jewish athletes also earned recogni-
tion in 2010.

SPIKE ABRAMSON: a multi-talented athlete
(lacrosse, soccer, football, and rugby from the
1920s to the fifties.) Voted best all around
Jewish athlete back then.

NORM ADELBERG: one of the best at the
five-pin game. He was Manitoba Men’s
Champion in 1979-80 and Canadian and
Manitoba Mixed Team Champion in 1967.

STEVEN BAGER: Manitoba Junior Tennis
Champion in 1975 and 1977.

LEAH DLOT: Member of Canada’s National
Team in 1998 and Manitoba Provincial and
Western Canada Champion in 1999.

RON EAST: Manitoba Provincial Champion
Wrestler in 1984,85, and 86 and the National
Champion in 1985 and ’86.

KEN EINHORN: An outstanding basketball
player who was with the CPAC Western
Canadian Junior Men’s Finalists in 1961 and
1962 and also a six-time tennis masters
Manitoba champion in singles and doubles
from 1978-1984.

LEO FLETCHER: a Manitoba Junior
Lacrosse Champion player in 1934 and
played junior hockey with the OHA Sudbury
Wolves from 1935-37.

DAVID GREAVES: an outstanding track and
field competitor as well as a member of the
Israeli Bobsled Team 2002-05.

TRACY LEIPSIC: won numerous Manitoba
and Canadian Championships 1982-88 in
speed skating.

DEBBY LEXIER: played basketball at the
University of Manitoba from 1946-1950 and
was voted outstanding female athlete in 1950.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

34 added to Rady Centre’s Wall of Honour 

GAYLE WAXMAN and DAVID GREAVES in front of Wall of Honour.

(Cont. on page 17. See “Harvey Rosen”.)
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A N D R E W
N E M I R O F F :
F o r m e r
Manitoban now

living in Israel who was a winner of
Maccabiah Games Men’s Golf category in
2005 and a member of the European PGA.

ARNOLD POPESKI: U of M Bison’s football
standout from 1958-63.

CLARICE RUBIN: Masters Swimming titlist
and gold medalist 1981-2007.

CHARLIE RUSEN: Manitoba Softball Hall of
Fame inductee in 2005 and a superior softball
pitcher from 1932-1952.

SAM SIMCOFF: won a junior provincial
football championship in 1957 and a lacrosse

title in 1963 and 1964 with the Manitoba
Senior Men’s Provincial team.

PHIL YAKIR: prominent in martial arts and
karate and was a member of Canada’s
National Team in the 70’s and a Manitoba
Black Belt Gold Medal winner in 1975.

Also honoured were past winners of the
Jewish Athlete of the Year awards presented
annually at the Rady sports dinner.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hock-
ey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7,
e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca

Local Jewish environmentalist,
Alon Weinberg, feels strongly
that fogging is not the answer to
our province’s pesky mosquito
problem.

“Not only am I against fogging
malathion but other chemicals
we use may be shown to also be
rather toxic, like permethrin,

which is what [Mayor] Sam Katz is suggesting we transi-
tion to,” said Weinberg. “He claims malathion may soon
be outlawed [by Ottawa]. This seems an interesting prob-
lem as the authorities will have to explain [themselves]
after years of telling us we were safe from it.

“So long we have been told malathion breaks down, but
seldom do we ask into what, failing to understand basic
chemistry and ecology, so we don’t know it breaks down into the much more toxic malaox-
in...[Meanwhile] permethrin is dangerous to dogs, cats, amphibians, fish, and birds.”

Winnipeg Mayor Sam Katz recently ordered a month-long review of the city’s current buffer
zone requirement when it comes to fighting mosquitoes.

At a meeting with the Executive Policy Committee, Katz presented a motion to review the
adult mosquito control policy, looking at the adulticiding factor analysis guidelines, the crite-
ria for conducting barrier treatments, the impact of Anti-Pesticide Registrant buffer zones, and
exploring alternative methods of conducting larviciding and adulticiding operations. 

The motion also proposes that the City consult with the Province of Manitoba to ensure provin-
cially-issued Pesticide Use Permit reflects best practises. The City will consult with the City of
North Dakota, N.D. to review its mosquito control method – fogging mosquitoes with permethrin. 

The committee passed the motion in a vote of 13-1, with only Elmwood Councillor, Lillian
Thomas, opposed. The mayor aims to re-examine the way the City controls mosquitoes by
quickening the time it takes to order a fogging program and possibly replacing the pesticide
malathion with permethrin.

Weinberg contends that because of Manitoba’s plethora of dense clay, water does not easily
absorb. Instead, it sits on a flat prairie. “Of course wet and warm years will produce many mos-
quitoes, but the thought of controlling them is foolish and can only mean a war against the
ecosystem and human health,” he said. 

“We are the only prairie city using the strategy of adulticiding,” added Weinberg. “More pro-
gressive is a larger investment in biological larviciding...We should be positively seeking to
balance the ecosystem not fighting it.”

Currently in Winnipeg, trucks equipped with fogging machines drive through city streets and
back lanes spraying malathion. 

Malathion is an insecticide registered for use in Canada since the 1950s, approved by health
Canada. Health Canada’s Pest Management Regulatory Agency says the insecticide is toxic to
all insects, fish, and other aquatic animals, but “displays low toxicity” to birds, butterflies, and
mammals. Those who oppose malathion say it weakens the immune system, causes cancer,
birth defects, intestinal disorders, kidney and other health problems. 

When it comes down to it, Weinberg says this issue is less about science and more about
populist politics. For example, he said, “[Councillor] Gord Steeves is seeking to appease those
who feel spraying malathion is their human right by removing or reducing buffer zones’ scope.
The real right is to clean air, healthy soil and water.”

St. Vital Councillor, Gord Steeves, has proposed re-examining the 28-year-old “divisive prac-
tice” of placing pesticide-free buffer zones around individual homes. Current buffer zones calls
for a 100-meter fogging protective area.

From the Talmudic perspective, concerning questions about polluting others, Weinberg said,
“I am quite sure the Jewish approach would weigh benefits versus costs, and in this case no
collective benefit has been proven that would even begin to weigh in against the chemical sen-
sitivities and allergies of people to malathion and other chemicals.

“If we were talking about cigarette smoke, many pro-fogging citizens would likely agree that
nobody has the right to blow smoke in another’s face. In the case of fogging, the state is blow-
ing worse than smoke in our faces.”

In a statement, Mayor Katz said, “Winnipeggers look forward to enjoying our wonderful sum-
mers and we need to do our part to ensure everyone can enjoy them. With several rainfalls
combined with the heat we’ve experienced, we’ve seen a steady rise in mosquito populations
that are directly affecting the quality of life and potentially the health of our citizens.

“We need to take a comprehensive review of our policy to ensure we are taking a balanced
yet effective and progressive approach to mosquito control.” 

Over 1000 mosquitoes have been recently found in some local traps. The city-wide normal
average is around 400.

For more information on malathion fogging activities, visit http://www.winnipeg.ca/cms/bug-
line/mosquitoes/fogging.stm.

Mosquito Nuisance – to Fog or not to Fog...

Harvey Rosen
(Cont. from page 16.)

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

ALON WEINBERG: We should
be positively seeking to balance
the ecosystem not fighting it.



My cousin Norman
Satran was a very
special person in my
life, especially in our
early years. He was
the only child of my
Auntie Sarah, my
dad’s second oldest
sister, and her hus-

band Uncle Abe. During the 1950s, we lived
across the street from each other on Smithfield
Avenue in Winnipeg. Norman was four years
older than I was and even though he was my
cousin, he was like a big brother to me.

My dad was very close to his sister Sarah
and our families would be running back and
forth between houses all the time visiting, so
I spent a lot of time with Norman. He was my
playmate. We played hide and seek and pre-
tended we were going on a bus together,
which was the main means of transportation
in those days. He was my hero and I looked
up to him with the greatest respect.

My birthday is in December and when I
was young, I looked forward to celebrating
my birthday every year with my cousin
Norman. We would take the bus downtown
and go to the Paddle Wheel restaurant in The
Bay department store and have our lunch.
The menu never varied. We had hot dogs,
french fries and tomato juice.

After lunch, we would walk down Portage
Avenue to Norman’s accordion lesson which
was in the downtown area. Norman would
have been carrying his large accordion in his

case all the way
downtown and
throughout our
exciting lunch.
While he was having
his lesson, I would

sit and wait and just
relish the time that I
got to spend with
him. Then we would
take the bus back to
our houses on
Smithfield Avenue.

On some Sundays,
we would go north
of Winnipeg to
Narol, Manitoba,
(near Lockport) to
visit Baba Rifka and
Zayde Eichel Stern,
my father’s parents.
Since Uncle Abe
and Auntie Sarah
never owned a car,
they always rode
with my parents too.

In the 1950s, my
parents did not go
out to restaurants
very much and nei-
ther did my aunt and
uncle. So Norman
and I, on the way
home from the farm,
always tried our
darnedest to get our
parents to take us
out to the Ranch
House restaurant for
supper. It was the
only restaurant that

we passed on our
trip home, and
once we passed it,
there was no other
opportunity for a
meal out. As soon
as we would enter
the car to go home,
we would begin our
nagging, begging,
crying or whatever
it took to get our
parents to take us
out for supper.

We weren’t suc-
cessful many times,
but the times that

we were resulted in a wonderful treat. We
would all enjoy a hot corned beef sandwich
with an order of french fries. That was just
heaven to us and each time I think of that
meal, I salivate at the memory of that deli-
cious taste. Those victories were sweet!

Even though we moved several blocks away
from Norman’s house to Royal Avenue in 1955
after the birth of my brother Marvin, Norman
and I still remained very close. I remember
when I was about 14 years old, I learned that
Norman had a girlfriend. I felt so betrayed.
Now that Gwen was in his life, I worried that
he wouldn’t have time for me. That was my
greatest fear, but it didn’t come true.

Norman and I still spent time together with
our families on birthdays and Jewish holi-
days, and several years later he introduced
me to Ken Lerner, who was to become my
husband and the father of my children. I
remember my cousin Norman coming into
my parents’ house on our wedding day to
transport the many pastries that my mother
had baked for the wedding. I was sitting with

a grey mud-like cleansing mask on my face in
preparation for the wedding when Norman
took one look at me and said, “Even to
Lerner, I wouldn’t do this.”

Norman had many expressions and used
humour to express his feelings. After my
Auntie Sarah passed away and my Uncle Abe
went to “the promised land” of Miami, Florida
to spend his winters, my cousin would say,
“One man has a vacation and four people
have a holiday.” He was referring to himself
and his family when his father was away.

After I got married and moved to Regina,
whenever I went back to Winnipeg for a visit,
Norman and I would meet for lunch. We
always went to the same Polynesian restau-
rant and ordered the same food every time.
Our childhood was repeating itself. Instead of
hot dogs and french fires, however, we were
now into exotic dishes. It was something we
wouldn’t get at our parents’ houses.

One day in November 1982, the unthink-
able happened. When my cousin Norman
was 41 years old, he had a massive heart
attack and died at his desk at work. My world
became black. A light was gone from my life.
I no longer had my friend and my cousin.

The pain still remains with me so many
years after his death. I keep his obituary in a
photo frame on a wall in my home. There, he
remains forever young, forever etched in my
memory.

From the book ‘My Zayde and Other
Memories of Growing Up Jewish’
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Now serving breakfast
Completely Renovated Dining Area 

Dine In - Take-Out - Catering
Open 8:00 am daily

Centre St.
Gimli We Deliver 642-8588

My cousin Norman

NORMAN SATRAN
He was my hero and
I looked up to him
with the greatest
respect.

“One man has a vacation and four people have a
holiday.” He was referring to himself and his family

when his father was away.

By

RICKI SEGAL



By DAVID BAUGHER, Special to the Jewish
Light

Like most rabbinic contracts, the one just
signed by Rabbi Carnie Shalom Rose has an
option for renegotiated renewal at the end. But
the rabbi has a little time to consider his options.

About two decades in fact.
“It’s truly humbling because in this day and age

I don’t think this happens all that often,” he said.
This month, Congregation B’nai Amoona

secured Rose’s rabbinic services for 21 addition-
al years. Set to begin at the conclusion of his cur-
rent seven-year arrangement in 2012, the new
agreement will cover the 43-year-old spiritual
leader of one of the nation’s largest Conservative
congregations through to age 65. The offer was
recommended unanimously by the synagogue’s
board of trustees and passed June 7 with no dis-
senting votes at an open meeting of the congre-
gation, said Cindy Schuval, a vice-president of
B’nai Amoona.

“I think we all feel that the direction he’s taken
the shul in the last five years is the direction in
which we all want to go,” Schuval said.
“Everybody loves him. He’s a visionary. He’s pro-
gressive. He just makes everyone feel very com-
fortable and we just want to make sure that we
have him for the long haul.”

The contract also closes the book on a period
of uncertainty for the Creve Coeur synagogue
that began with the departure of longtime Rabbi
Eric Cytryn in 2003. Rabbi Leonard Cahan and
later, the late Rabbi emeritus Bernard Lipnick
helped fill the leadership gap until Rose’s 2005
arrival. Rose’s new contract will take him through
2033.

“The strength of B’nai Amoona has traditional-
ly been with a leader that the community felt a
strong connection with and that’s what we were
looking for,” said Marc Lapp, congregation presi-
dent. “When people throw candy at a girl after
her bat mitzvah performance, it’s important that
the rabbi can say to her that the next time people
throw candy at her will be at her auf-ruf and he’ll
be there to officiate at her wedding.”

Lapp said that making the move was a natural
choice for the 128-year-old shul.

“I think we recognized that he is a special and
talented rabbi whose presence is just so positive
for the congregation,” he said. “The stability, con-
tinuity and vibrancy of the organization would be
the three things that we considered closely when
we talked about whether we wanted to commit
for so long.”

Rose said he was honored by the move and looks
forward to extending his stay in St. Louis noting that
family played an important role in the choice. The
rabbi made the decision in consultation with his

wife Paulie with whom
he will celebrate 15
years of marriage later
this month. The Roses
have four children aged
6 to 12 and felt this was
the right place to raise
them.

“My children are
blessed with wonder-
ful aunts, uncles,
grandmothers and
grandfathers in the
congregation,” he
said. “So many have
adopted them and
made them feel at
home. There are so

many who have extended themselves beyond the
call of duty in remarkable ways. To us that just
feels like family and community.”

Recent events also figured in Rose’s choice. The
example of Lipnick, a major figure in the B’nai
Amoona’s history, who was associated with con-
gregation from 1951 until his death in April had
an important influence on the present rabbi.

“His untimely passing had a tremendous
impact on me,” Rose noted. “It said to me that if
you really want to help people find meaning,
consequence, spirituality, Godliness in Judaism
then you’ve got to be with them for a long period
of time. St. Louis is the kind of community where
that can happen.”

Rose said bolstering a sense of inclusiveness
has been a major part of his rabbinate over the
first five years. He also
cited musical innova-
tions, a more upbeat
liturgy and a focus on
Jewish education as
being among B’nai
Amoona’s recent
achievements. His
future goals include a
continued focus on
financial stability and
increasing the $7 mil-
lion endowment
which helps maintain
the shul’s expansive
33-acre Mason Road
campus.

“The congregation is
poised for some won-
derful growth at this
time,” he said. “I
believe that the chal-
lenge for most syna-

gogues is to maintain both a sense of tradition and
a sense of innovation and creativity, to hold onto
the past and yet recognize that we live at a time of
great seismic changes to the Jewish community.”

B’nai Amoona, a congregation of about 775
families also has two adjunct rabbis, Josef A.
Davidson and Barry R. Friedman. Lapp said that
by securing Rose the shul may spend the coming
months gearing up to consider the addition of a
permanent assistant rabbi.

In 2011, Rose will go on a year-long sabbatical
and his father Rabbi Neal Rose, another rabbi
with connections to the area, will return to the
congregation to keep things running smoothly.

A native of New York, Carnie Rose grew up in
Winnipeg, Manitoba. His resume includes a
number of honors including the Talmud Prize
from the Jewish Theological Seminary where he
was ordained. His previous rabbinates include
stints in Ohio, New York and Tokyo, Japan.

Still, no matter where he’s gone, one story sticks
with him. In it, Elijah has a contest with the false
prophets of Baal. When fire comes from heaven
and Elijah wins the duel, the people do not cred-
it Elijah but instead they chant that God is God.

“Whenever I read that passage I come to the
same conclusion, that the work that we do as
rabbis short-term or long-term is not so that we
should be aggrandized or enhanced or
enshrined,” he said. “It’s about getting people to
see that God is truly God. I hope that the contract
comes to an end people won’t say ‘Carnie was a
great rabbi’ but that he led us in the direction of
experiencing Godliness and holiness.”

Reprinted with permission.
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B’nai Amoona offers Rabbi Rose 21-year contract 

B’nai Amoona’s 
RABBI CARNIE
SHALOM ROSE

South African ambassador returns to Israel
JERUSALEM (JTA) – South Africa has reinstated its ambassador to

Israel. 
The South African government had recalled Ismail Coovadia seven

weeks ago following Israel’s interception of a Turkish aid ship, which
led to the death of nine Turkish activists. It did not expel its ambas-
sador from Israel. 

Coovadia’s recall was the country’s way of registering its strongest
protest of the incident. 

The South African government also issued a demarche, the
strongest form of diplomatic protest, against Israel’s action. 

“Following extensive discussions and consultations with Amb.
Coovadia, the decision was taken by the government for Amb.
Coovadia to return to Tel Aviv to resume his duties there,” said the
Department of International Relations and Cooperation spokesper-
son, Saul Molobi. 

“The South African Government also continues to call on the
Israeli government to lift its blockade of Gaza, which is causing
untold suffering to thousands of innocent civilians,” Molobi added. 

South Africa also continues to call for a “prompt, impartial, cred-
ible and transparent” independent international investigation.
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ZITA BERNSTEIN
Born June 27, 1927 in Melville, SK; passed away

July 6, 2010 in Winnipeg, age 83. Beloved and devoted
wife of Mark Bernstein, whom she married in 1952.
Loving mother of Sandra, Tamara and Mariam (Darrell
Baran); adoring Baba of Miranda and Hannah Baran.

Zita obtained degrees from the University of Mani-
toba and the University of Toronto School of Library
Science, as well as her Associateship in piano. She had
a lengthy career as a librarian, latterly as Assistant to
the Director of the Elizabeth Dafoe Library at the
University of Manitoba until her retirement some years
ago. She was also, along with her husband, involved in
forming the Friends of the Library group that success-
fully pressured for the creation of three new branches
in the Winnipeg Public Library system, including the
River Heights Library.

A passionate, witty and optimistic woman, Zita’s
lively spirit was embraced by all who met her. Her life
was enriched by a love of music, theatre and art. She
took great pleasure in travelling to Europe with Mark
and spending time in the Whiteshell with her family.

Zita is also survived by her sister, Lucy Lewis, her
sister-in-law Ruth (Babs) Asper, and numerous nieces,
nephews, great nieces, great nephews and cousins,
whom she loved dearly. Those who live in Winnipeg
will cherish fond memories of her Chanukah parties
and other family occasions. She embraced her hus-
band’s large extended family as her own.

After a moving funeral service, interment was at
Shaarey Zedek cemetery. Pallbearers were Daniel
Asper, David Asper, Lee Asper, Leonard Asper, Sam
Brask and Michael Nathanson. Honourary pallbearers
were Darrell Baran, Per Brask, Murray Palay and
Michael Paterson.

Memorial donations may be sent to the Zita Bernstein
Prize at the Faculty of Music, Univ. of Manitoba, the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba or the charity of your
choice.

The family wishes to thank the staff of the emergency
and palliative care wards of St. Boniface General
Hospital for their deep compassion and superlative
care at a difficult time.

DAVID KORMAN
On Wednesday July 14, 2010 David Korman, one of

five sons to Morris and Sarah Korman, passed away at
age 85, nearly two weeks after entering Concordia
hospital. Predeceased by his wife of 52 years Dorothy
Korman (Schneider) and survived by his two sons Jeff
and Steve (Debbie Milani).

David in the truest sense of the word was a Mensch.
David is sadly missed and will be remembered fondly
by his many friends and family. Graveside services
were held July 16th at the Shaarey Zedek cemetery.
Memoriams may be made in memory of David to the
Concordia Hospital Foundation or to a charity of one’s
choice

ROSE EPSTEIN
July 15, 1913  - July 13, 2010

Predeceased by husband Gershon and son Moe.
Survived by her daughter Doris (Jerry) and daughter-
in-law Joyce, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers donations may be made to a charity
of your choice.
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The family of the late
EUGENE

ALBERSHEIM
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, August 8, 2010
at 11:15 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Unveiling

The family of the late
CLARA BUBIS

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the

unveiling of a plaque
dedicated to her

loving memory on
Sunday, August 15, 2010

at 11:30 a.m.
at the

Rosh Pina Memorial Park

Unveiling

The family of the late
FANNIE SIMKIN

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the

unveiling of a plaque
dedicated to her

loving memory on
Sunday, August 15, 2010

at 11:00 a.m.
at the

Rosh Pina Memorial Park

Unveiling

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
our very dear son,

JONATHON
BASS

who died tragically
July 30, 1992

Timeless to death he went,
his song of life was cut too
soon,
how sad - for he had more
songs.
—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his mom, dad,
grandmother, sister and
brother.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
ROSE BELL

who passed away
July 29, 2005

Forever in our hearts.
We will always cherish your
memory.
—Lovingly, your sons
Hannon and Kenneth and
their families.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ETHEL BIRKS

who passed away
August 26, 1997
23 Days in Av

Sadly missed along life's way
Quietly remembered every day
No longer in our life to share
But in our hearts she is always
there
— Your loving children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
BILL FELDMAN

who passed away
August 4, 2007
20 Days in Av

You are forever in our hearts
We are grateful for the
wonderful times we shared
— Susan, Jennifer, Jonathan
as well as your many close
friends and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ANNIE

FRANKEL
who passed away
August 21, 1970

19 days in Av
— Ever remembered by your
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
JACK ISAAC

"IKE" GLESBY
who passed away
August 16, 1998
24 Days in Av

Always in our thoughts
And forever in our hearts
— Your 4 daughters,
7 granddaughters, 7 great-
granddaughters and your
namesake, Ike.

In loving memory of
RALPH SHAFF

who passed away
July 28, 2009
7 Days in Av

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Belva,
children, grandchildren,
brother Phillip, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
Deadline for

the
August 11

issue of
The Jewish

Post & News
is noon
Friday,

August 6
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
AUGUST 4

In loving memory of
SHONA

GOORVICH
August 12, 1998
21 Days in Av

Deeply missed every day
Your gentle spirit guides our
way
— Lovingly remembered by
her mom, dad, brother,
grandparents and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
wife, mother & baba
LIZ GRANT

who passed away
August 5, 1995

Forever in our thoughts and in
our hearts, and sadly missed
— Les, Karen, Dave, Colleen,
Leanne, Erin and Elizabeth.

In Memoriam
27th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
GILDA KATZ

who passed away
July 30, 1983
20 Days in Av

— You are with us forever,
dearly loved and forever
missed day by day by your
children, grandchildren, sister
and family.

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
WILLIAM
LITINSKY
who passed away
August 14, 1990

23 days in Av
Our hearts still ache with sadness
and silent tears still flow
and what it means to lose you
no one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren, and family.

In loving memory of
ANN MOSER

who passed away
August 14th, 2006

20 Days in Av
—  Lovingly remembered and
missed every day by your
children, grandchildren, and
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MOLLY MYERS

who passed away
July 30, 2002
21 Days in Av

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JACK SHAPIRO

who passed away on
August 6, 2004
19 Days in Av

— Always loved and forever
remembered by his children,
grandchildren, and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
our dear father,
grandfather, and
great-grandfather
BERNARD

SHIBOU
who passed away
August 12, 1984
14 Days in Av

In loving memory of
our dear mother,
grandmother, and
great-grandmother

SOPHIE
SHIBOU

who passed away
August 6, 2002
28 Days in Av

You are loved and missed every day.
—Your children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
dear husband, father

& grandfather
WILLIAM
SIMCES

who passed away
August 11th, 1969

27 Days in Av
— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife,
children, and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MARY STONE

who passed away
August 20, 2008
19 Days in Av

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
27th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
BENJAMIN

STONE
(Montreal)
who passed away

July 31, 1983
21 Days in Av

How much we miss your smile…
— Always remembered with
much love and sadly missed
by your daughter Sheila, son
in law Roy, granddaughter
Robin and great-granddaugh-
ters Samara and Kira.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,
father and zaidy

SID TREPEL
June 1937 - July 2004

— Always remembered -
enshrined in our hearts
forever - your loving wife
Marilyn, children and
grandchildren.
Your 5D's encourage us daily
DRIVE - DESIRE - DEDICATION
- DETERMINATION and DO IT.

6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
In loving memory of
our dear mother and

grandmother
MARGARET

BOOKHALTER
who passed away
August 23, 1979

30 Days in Av, 5739

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
MATHESON

(MATT) BURKE
who passed away
August 14, 1996
29 Days in Av

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife, children,
grandchildren and great-
granddaughter.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LEONARD
GILLMAN
who passed away
August 8, 2000
7 Days in Av

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Freda,
children and grandchildren.

10th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
IRENE

RABINOVITCH
who passed away
September 1, 1959

28 Days in Av, 5719
—Ever remembered by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather
BENJAMIN
SHAPIRO
who passed away
August 28, 1984
1st Day in Elul

— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
HARRY

SILVERBERG
who passed away
August 17th, 1966

1 Elul 5726
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and his grandchildren.



CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, July 30. Candles: 8:54. Mincha: 8:00. Shacharis:

9:30. Mincha: 8:50. Shabbat ends: 9:56. Sunday morning
services: 9:00. Weekday morning services: 8:00. Evening
services for the week of August 1-5: 8:40.

Friday, August 6. Candles: 8:44. Mincha: 8:00. Shacharis:
9:30. Mincha: 8:40. Shabbat ends: 9:46. Evening services for
the week of August 8-12: 8:30.

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford
and McGregor offers traditional Orthodox services in an
informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is
saying kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, July 30 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening ser-

vice 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 8:56 p.m.
Saturday, July 31 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Afternoon

service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 9:58 p.m. 
Sunday, August 1 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, August 2 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Evening

service 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, August 3-Thursday, August 5 -
morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

Friday, August 6 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening ser-
vice 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 8:44 p.m.

Saturday, August 7 - Re-eh - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 9:46 p.m.

Sunday, August 8 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, August 9 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening

service 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, August 10-Wednesday, August 11
(Rosh Chodesh) - morning service 7:15 a.m. Evening service
6:00 p.m. Thursday, August 12 - morning service 7:30 a.m.
Evening service 6:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; website

www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our web-

site or call the synagogue office. 
Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat

Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 8:57 p.m.
Shabbat, July 31 – Parashat Eikev - Morning Service 9:00

a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 9:55 p.m.
Friday, August 6 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening

Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting

8:46 p.m.
Shabbat, August 7 – Parashat Re’eh - Morning Service 9:00

a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 9:44 p.m.
Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.;

Sunday and Holidays 9:00 a.m. Daily Evening Minyan:
Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat
Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.

HEBREW CONGREGATION OF WINNIPEG BEACH
In their new expanded synagogue building located at

Camp Massad. Services every Saturday morning only, com-
mencing at 9:30 a.m. with Kiddush to follow. You are invit-
ed to join us and enjoy an Egaliterian Shabbat Service.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from

the same location at 297 Burrows, corner of
Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom
Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and
Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, July 30 at 8:56 p.m.

Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week

- Eikev. Mincha Service at 9:00 p.m Shabbat ends at 9:58
p.m.

Daily Mincha/Maariv Services at 8:50 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, August 6 at 8:44 p.m.

Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week

- Re’eh. Shabbat Mevarchim. Mincha Service at 8:45 p.m.
Shabbat ends at 9:46 p.m.

Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 8:35 p.m.
Rosh Chodesh Elul - Tuesday, Aug. 10/Wednesday, Aug.

11.
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and every-

one is invited to attend.
TEMPLE SHALOM

Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation,
1077 Grant Avenue, will be holding: on Friday, July 30 at
6:15 p.m.: Shabbat service lay led by Ruth Livingston. Friday,
August 6 at 6:15 p.m.: Kabbalat Shabbat service lay led by
Ariel Lee.

22 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, July 28, 2010

Synagogue news

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

ESTHER
COLBERG
who passed away

July 29, 1987
3 days in Av

MASSEY
COLBERG
who passed away
August 25, 2001
7 days in Elul

In loving memory of
In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JACOB (JACK)
ROSENTHAL

who passed away
August 8, 1988
25 days in Av

— Ever remembered by his
son Aaron, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, nieces
and nephews.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM
LAZARECK

who passed away
May 23, 1976

23 Days in Iyar

ANNA
LAZARECK

who passed away
September 6, 1989

6 Days in Elul
- Forever missed by your children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
BETTY

SCHWARTZ
who passed away
August 27, 2003
28th Day of Av

— Truly loved and deeply
missed by husband Mayer,
children Toni & Abe, Leah &
Ron, grandchildren Arlene &
Jeff, Ken, great-grandchildren
Michael & Madison.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

RIVA
WEINSTEIN

who passed away
August 30, 1962
30 Days in Av

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children and
family.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

PEARL KRAUT
HUBAR

who passed away
August 20, 1982
1st Day in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children and family

By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN
This Shabbat’s Torah Reading is called Eikev. It contains one of the most important pas-

sages in the Torah, the second paragraph of the Shema that we recite daily. In this passage,
the Torah states: “Serve G-d with all your heart and soul.” The simple meaning of the text
is to serve G-d by doing the precepts of the Torah and to do them not by force or out of
habit, by with heart and soul.

There is another meaning that the Talmud gives to this verse. “What service is in the
heart? It is prayer.” According to this interpretation, the verse is stating serve G-d through
the feelings that you generate within your heart, in prayer.

Maimonides takes this second interpretation as the source of prayer in the Torah. He
maintains that daily prayer is one of the 613 precepts of the Torah. And he rules that pray-
ing without feeling or thought, just reading the words, is not considered to have prayed at
all.

It is important to note that in Jewish tradition the “Chazzan” that leads the service does
not face the congregation; he faces the ark as do the rest of the congregation. That is
because the point of praying is not to listen to a cantorial performance. It is a personal
communication with G-d. The cantor is there only to guide the congregation so that all
pray as one. He also prays on behalf of the community. But the focal point of prayer is in
the heart and a Jew can pray anywhere, not only in the synagogue.

The same is true of all Jewish life. There is a classic saying that is often quoted in
Chassidic teachings, “A Mitzvah that is done without feeling and thought is like a body
without a soul.” We all can readily appreciate the difference between giving charity by
coercion or for ulterior motives as for honour etc., as opposed to giving charity with empa-
thy and compassion for the poor. The same can be said for Mitzvot; they all gain immea-
surably by injecting a bit of warmth and soul.

This Shabbat is the Yahrzeit of Rabbi Levi Yitzchak Schneerson, the father of the seventh
Rebbe of Lubavitch. Rabbi Levi Yitzchak worked incessantly to keep Judaism alive in the
Soviet Union until the Soviets exiled him and he died from suffering. I heard a beautiful
story from a Russian Jew called Shmuel the Tailor.

The Soviets had closed all Matzah bakeries. Rabbi Levi Yitzchak traveled to Moscow to
appeal to the Soviet president and he miraculously succeeded in opening a bakery for
Passover Matzah under careful kosher supervision. During the week that the rabbi was in
Moscow he visited the main synagogue and gave a fascinating lecture that continued five
evenings, filled with great erudition and scholarship.

During these talks, the rabbi said that the first letter of the Torah is a “Bet” (the first let-
ter of the first word “Bereishit”). The last letter of the entire Torah is a “Lamed” (the final
letter of the last word “Yisrael”). Together the two letters are the Hebrew word “Lev” mean-
ing heart.

In the Hebrew alphabet, the letter preceding the “Bet” is “Aleph”. The letter before the
“Lamed” is “Chaf”. Together the two letters Aleph and Chaf spell the Hebrew word “Ach”
which means only or less. The letter after the “Bet” is “Gimel” and after the “Lamed”
comes “Mem” - together they spell “Gam” meaning also or more.

The letters that begin and complete all of Torah constitute the word “heart”, as it comes
between the words “more or less”, to signify the famous Talmudic dictum, “Both the per-
son that can do more and the person that can only do less have equal value, as long as
whatever they do is done with the heart.”

Words from the Heart



By MARCY OSTER
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israeli tour

guide Yossi Weiss was leading two
busloads of American Christian pil-
grims on a tour of Jerusalem’s Old
City when he noted how difficult it
was to move around.

The Jewish Quarter was so crowded
and busy Monday as the group visited
the Temple Mount, Robinson’s Arch
and other famous sites, observed
Weiss, who recently was named
chairman of the Israel Tour Guides
Association.

It was one sign of the record year
Israeli tourism is having.

Despite the hand-wringing over
Israel’s image overseas, the political
direction of the Jewish state and the
persistence of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, visitors are continuing to flock to Israel – more than ever.

In the first half of 2010, some 1.6 million tourists visited Israel, set-
ting a new record, according to the Israeli Tourism Ministry. It consti-
tuted a 39 percent increase over the same period of 2009, which
included the Gaza war, and a 10 percent increase from the first half of
2008, Israel’s previous record year for tourism.

“Israel is a sought-after tourism product,” said Oren Drori, senior
deputy director general at the Tourism Ministry, adding that there is a
wide gap between Israel’s political image and its actual image.

Despite the gains over last year, the number of visitors for 2010 is
only slightly ahead of where the numbers were 10 years ago, before
the start of the second Palestinian intifada, according to Ami Etgar,
director general of the Israel Incoming Tour Operators Association.

Claiming that Israel can do better, Etgar said that “This is a country
that every person in the world has a motivation to visit.”

Furthermore, the record numbers have not translated into equal
gains for Israeli hotels because many of the tourists are day trippers
visiting from Egypt, Jordan, Cyprus and Turkey, according to Eli
Gonen, president of the Israel Hotel Association.

The numbers also include the passengers on cruises that dock in
Haifa and Ashdod ports. For nearly a decade, cruise ships did not stop
in Israel due to ongoing security issues, but they have returned in
recent months, and bookings have increased for 2011.

“We are glad that people are coming to visit the country,” Gonen
said. “We hope they will come again and stay longer.”

Industry experts attribute Israel’s tourism boom to several factors:
* Israel has changed its aviation policies to allow more airlines to

land in the country, including charters and low-cost European carri-
ers.

* The evangelical market is growing. Three-fourths of all visitors to
Israel are non-Jewish, and 35 percent of those visitors define them-
selves as pilgrims, according to Drori.

* More Russians are coming, in part because Israel lifted the visa
requirement for travelers from Russia in 2008. With the visa restriction
now being lifted on Ukraine, visitors from that country are expected
to grow, too.

* Tourism traffic from Latin America, particularly Brazil, has risen
dramatically. A new El Al route established earlier this year between
Tel Aviv and Sao Paulo has helped bring more visitors from South
America. “It’s a boom,” Pilgrim Tours’ operations manager Eduardo
Kitay said of the agency’s Spanish and Latin American pilgrimage
tours. Kitay says the agency is so busy, it may have to turn away
groups at the end of the year and into early next year.

* New tourism markets, such as the Far East and Eastern Europe,
have begun to send more travelers, while tourist from Germany,
England and France remain steady. North America remains the No. 1
source of tourists to Israel.

Tourism Ministry officials attribute their success in promoting Israel
to implementation of the recommendations from a 2006 report by
Ernst & Young on Israeli tourism. The report found that Israel has the
potential to more than double the number of annual visitors, to
between 4 million and 5 million per year, and the way to reach that
point was to promote Israel’s attractions while minimizing any nega-
tive feelings associated with its political developments.

The study propelled the Tourism Ministry to develop “intensive, seg-
mented and focused” marketing and advertising campaigns to
improve Israel’s image as a tourism destination while targeting specif-
ic audiences, Drori said. Over the past year, targeted advertising cam-
paigns have run in the United States, Russia, Germany, France,
Britain, Scandinavia and Brazil, ministry officials said.

The manager of Tel Aviv-based Yarkon Tours, Joseph Mizrachi, says

the main increase in bookings has
come from Christian visitors.
Jerusalem is the agency’s main desti-
nation, in addition to such Christian
religious sites as the Sea of Galilee
(the Kinneret), the Jordan River, the
Mount of the Beatitudes and Mount
Tabor.

The surge in tourists also has bene-
fited the Palestinian economy by
sending visitors to the West Bank
cities of Bethlehem and Jericho.
Though Israeli passport holders are
barred by law from entering areas
fully controlled by the Palestinian
Authority, known as Area A, the
Tourism Ministry recently allowed
Israeli tour guides into Bethlehem in
preparation for leading tours there,
and Israel is considering easing

restrictions on Israeli visits to Palestinian areas.
Weiss, of the Tour Guide Association, says August and September do

not look very promising now. The American market, which usually
books well in advance, appears to be waiting until the last minute, he
said, speculating that concerns about the economy could be the rea-
son.

“It puts some uncertainty into the equation,” he said.

Tourists flocking to Israel at record pace 

Wednesday, July 28, 2010, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   23

Israel news

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

ASPHALT REPAIR
D.S.S. Driveway Sealcoat

Service

Asphalt Driveways & Lots

Asphalt over Cement

Sealcoating & Hot

rubberize crack fill

Landscaping & small

cement jobs

Free estimates

334-2024

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through me and

receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss
925-7999

e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant

PHILIP KAHANOVITCH
B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.

• Accounting •Auditing

•Tax •Data Processing

212-2211 McPhillips St.

Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

SENIOR HOMES
1001 SINCLAIR

Bach Apt, air all utilities inc,
elevator etc.
Rent $408.00

ROSH-PINA CO-OP
133 MATHESON

3 rm. (1 bed) apts. All
utilities inc, balcony,

elevator etc
Rent $655.00

Astroid Mgt. Ltd.
338-4671
Ext. 2227

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

CALL
WINNIPEG SALVAGE &

WASTE
for all your junk removal

needs.

952-1455

JUNK REMOVAL

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Winnipeg Beach
200 Prospect

Totally renovated
3bdr & den, sunroom

All new appl. D/W & W/D
Short or long term avail.

1 block from beach
479-3330

Scottsdale Arizona. Book Now!
2BR, 2BATH condo.

Completely remodelled. 5
Pools, 5 Hot Tubs, Clubhouse
and much more. Backs onto

Stone Creek Golf Club.
Call Michael 771-9376

FOR RENT



By PAUL LUNGEN, CJN   
Thursday, 15 July 2010

TORONTO - You can find them outside the White House, protesting
the visit of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to Washington.
You can find them comforting wounded jihadis posing as humanitari-
ans bringing aid to Gaza. You can find them embracing the Iranian
president who has called for the destruction of Israel. __Neturei Karta
set up protest in Toronto last week.

But Yaen Vered didn’t expect to find them - Neturei Karta activists -
in front of his apartment building in North York, bullhorns at the ready,
protesting the removal of allegedly Jewish remains at a construction
site in Ashkelon.

Vered, Canadian representative of the Israel Antiquities Authority

(IAA), was targeted because of
the Neturei Karta belief that the
IAA desecrated ancient Jewish
graves. The human remains in
question were discovered during
construction of an emergency
wing for the Barzilai Medical
Center in Ashkelon.

Vered said the protesters have
appeared twice at his apartment
building on Yonge Street,
between Sheppard and Finch
avenues, and have promised to

protest a
third time
at some
point this
week.

Although
their numbers are small - five the first time, 10
the second - they’re a nuisance and they’ve suc-
ceeded in frightening his wife. They’ve been
asked to move along by shopkeepers and
police, but he expects them to be back. They’re
likely getting instructions to protest, he said.

The demonstration at his Yonge Street apart-
ment more or less coincided with a similar
gathering of 2,000 haredim outside the White
House during Netanyahu’s recent visit. JTA
reported that Rabbi David Niederman, a
spokesperson for the Central Rabbinical
Congress, said the protesters wanted to raise
awareness of the alleged desecration of ancient
graves in Ashkelon and Jaffa, to distinguish
between Jews and Israel and to accuse Israel of
suppressing protesters who disapprove of the
excavations.

Vered’s first inkling that trouble might be
brewing came in late June, when he received a
phone call from someone in the Bronx, N.Y.,
complaining about the treatment of the
Ashkelon graves.

Shortly afterward, he received a local call
claiming Canadian Friends of the IAA had
given $2.5 million to the hospital in Ashkelon.

“First, we don’t have that kind of money,”
Vered said, “and secondly, we didn’t have any-
thing to do with Ashkelon.”

Vered said he tried to reason with the demon-
strators, but he doesn’t believe they were inter-
ested in hearing what IAA experts found when
they were called in to the Ashkelon site.

On confronting the protesters, he saw a vari-
ety of signs equating Zionism with “thuggery,”
condemning Israel, saying “Dissolve the State
of Israel,” and the “Bones are not yours.”

Some of the signs directed onlookers to the
website www.nkcanada.ca. On the home page
is a Neturei Karta rabbi visiting a wounded
blockade-running “humanitarian.” The website
includes a photo of a handful of demonstrators,
apparently outside Vered’s apartment.

The caption under the photo
reads:_”Orthodox Jews protest outside of the
office of the Canadian Friends of the Israeli
Antiquity Authorities against the desecration of
ancient graves by archeologists in the ‘state’ of
Israel. Prayer vigils and demonstrations were
held in the towns of Jaffa, Ashkelon, Zippori,
and Nazareth.”

Efforts by The CJN to reach Neturei Karta for
comment on the protests were unsuccessful.

Vered said that while the “hotheads” were
oblivious to his explanation, some of the pro-
testers seemed to be listening to his side of the
story. In essence, his points were that the bod-
ies were not found as part of an archeological
dig, but during construction of a hardened
underground emergency wing for the hospital
in Ashkelon, to replace one that is exposed to
rocket attack from Gaza.
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Neturei Karta bring protest to Toronto


