
Israel ambassador visits Winnipeg 
Miriam Ziv has been

Israel’s ambassador to
Canada since
September, 2008. 

A career diplomat,
Ziv brings a cool, pro-
fessional manner to
her posting that
imbues her reflections
upon her position with
a nuanced under-
standing of what her
job entails. 

Recently, Ambassador
Ziv was in Winnipeg
to participate in meet-
ings and functions that covered a wide range of interests. 

Included in her itinerary, in addition to the usual meetings
with provincial government officials and representatives of
various Jewish organizations, was a meeting with members
of the Arab-Jewish dialogue group – a meeting that was
suggested by Jewish Federation Community Relations
Director Shelley Faintuch. 

At a meet and greet session with members of the Jewish
community, held at the Asper Centre on Monday, May 30,
Ambassador Ziv gave a brief address that touched upon
three issues that, she suggested, have not received wide-
spread attention in the media of late. 

Foremost among these, Ziv said, is where will “changes in
the Middle East lead?”

“Can democracies be born in a day – a month – several
months?”, Ziv asked rhetorically. 

“Can you change overnight a population that was never
raised on democracy?”, she wondered. 

Ziv pointed to the well-known example of Hamas’s elec-
tion as an instance of democracy lead-

Vol. 24  No. 19   WINNIPEG, WEDNESDAY, June 15, 2011      13 Days in Sivan, 5771 Candle lighting time Friday is 9:22 p.m.
Shabbat ends at 10:33 p.m.

Canada Post
Publication  Agreement

#40047412

JCFS annual general meeting
“Denial of reality is a very 

wonderful Jewish trait”
Jewish stereotypes

about “perfect Jewish
families” lead to a denial
of the reality about the
true state of many North
American Jewish fami-
lies. 

That was the message
delivered by Rabbi Mark
Dratch at the 59th
Annual General Meeting
of the Jewish Child and
Family Service, held
Monday, June 6, in the
Berney Theatre. 

Rabbi Dratch is the
founder and director of
JSafe: The Jewish Institute
Supporting an Abue Free
Environment (www. jsafe.
or). Having served as a
congregational rabbi for 25 years, and as
a Vice President of the Rabbinical Council
of America, Rabbi Dratch was responsible
for “spearheading and formulating the
RCA’s new policy guidelines for respond-
ing to allegations against member rabbis.” 

Prior to Rabbi Dratch’s speech, the JCFS
heard from Board President Heather
Leonoff and Executive Director Emily
Shane. 

In her remarks, Leonoff proudly noted
that the JCFS once again operated without
going into a deficit – in spite of increasing
demands upon its resources. With an
annual budget now in excess of $3 mil-
lion, the JCFS has seen its caseload grow
substantially over the years. 

The areas in which the
JCFS provides direct ser-
vices, and which were
highlighted in its
2010/2011 Annual
Report, include:
C o u n s e l l i n g ;
Community Mental
Health programs;
R e s e t t l e m e n t /
Integration; Older Adult
Services; Volunteer
Services; Financial Aid;
Ma’ot Chitim; Student
Training; and
Information & Referral. 

With a staff of only 27
(and six contract coun-
selors), the JCFS provid-
ed services to almost
5,000 individuals this

past year! Altogether, according to its
Annual Report, the JCFS caseload num-
bered over 2,061 in 2010. (A case can
consist of either an individual or a family.)
This compares with only 904 cases in
1997, the year before the JCFS moved
into the Asper Campus. 

“Over the next few months, we will be
conducting a survey to make sure the
JCFS is properly serving the community’s
needs,” Heather Leonoff stated. 

In her remarks, Agency Executive
Director Emily Shane observed that “We,
as an agency, never know what effect we

The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg
has continued to see its revenues grow,
and will be able to allocate approxi-
mately $100,000 more to its member
agencies, following upon another suc-
cessful year of fundraising by the
Combined Jewish Appeal. 

That was one of the highlights of the
June 2 meeting of the Board of
Directors of the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg. 

Of the allocations to be given, the
two largest single increases in alloca-
tions will be given to the Gray
Academy (increase in allocation of
$40, 000 from 2010-11), and the
Jewish Child and Family Service
(increase of $28,046). 

Of the other agencies, increases in
allocations were given to: the Rady
Jewish Community Centre ($8,500);
B’nai Brith Camp ($7,500); Camp
Massad ($5,000); Shalom Residences
($3,000); and Temple Shalom Religious
School ($1,500). 

Budget and Allocations Committee
Chair Adam Levene noted in his report

at the June 2 Board meeting to the
Board that a major fundraiser planned
for the Asper Campus later this fall
should “mitigate Licence Fee increases”
that the Asper Campus would other-
wise have to charge to the various
agencies that occupy space in the
Campus. (License fees are what the

Winnipeg Jewish Federation to allocate $100,000 
more to member agencies in 2011-12

Christine Melnick honoured 
by JNF at Negev Gala

The honest and sin-
cere love that
Manitoba’s Minister
for Water Stewardship,
Christine Melnick,
has for the State of
Israel, was apparent
in the remarks she
made upon being
recognized as this
year’s honouree at
the JNF Gala, held
Tuesday, May 31. 

In her speech,
Melnick noted that
“This evening is very
special for me. I’ve
always had a strong
regard and a great
respect for the Jewish people. 

“In the last century the Jewish community here started a
lending library, but it wasn’t just for the Jewish people. It
became the basis for our community library.”

(Melnick, who is a librarian by training, has long held a

Continued on page 3. See “Negev Gala”.

Continued on page 3. See “Jewish
Federation”.

Continued on page 2. See “JCFS annu-
al meeting”. Continued on page 2. See “Miriam Ziv”.

Jewish Federation President BEN
COHEN (wearing Jets jersey) and
Jewish Federation CEO BOB FREED-
MAN.

JNF Prairie Region President MEL
LAZARECK (l), DR. OMRI BONEH,
Northern Region Director of KKL
Israel and Manitoba’s Minister for
Water Stewardship, CHRISTINE
MELNICK.

Israeli Ambassador MIRIAM ZIV (l)
with MARJORIE BLANKSTEIN.

RABBI MARK DRATCH:
“We begin to believe our
own hype and propagan-
da…so denial of reality is
a very wonderful Jewish
trait.”

Two weeks of wrap-ups in the Jewish community
By BERNIE BELLAN



have but the sincere car-
ing that we as profession-
als transmit does make a
difference. Maybe not
immediately but not sur-
prisingly we are often per-
haps years later reminded
of the effects we have had
on someone's life.”

One of the areas in
which the JCFS, along
with other Jewish social
service agencies across North America, has taken an increasing interest, is
in providing support for victims of domestic abuse. 

It was within this context that Rabbi Dratch delivered his address. Noting
that the Jewish community has long relied upon commonly perpetuated
stereotypes in an attempt to somehow divorce itself from the issue of domes-
tic abuse, Rabbi Dratch laid bare the myth that surrounds so much of that
stereotype. 

“The Talmud says that the three essential characteristics of Jews are:
‘Rahamim’ (being merciful); ‘Bayshanim’ (being modest); and ‘Gomlei
Chasadim’ (being magnanimous),” Rabbi Dratch suggested. 

“Everybody knows that Jews are all so perfect,” he continued (sarcastical-
ly). 

“There are all sorts of stereotypes about the Jewish community,” the rabbi
noted. 

“We’re successful in business, our children are the highest achievers edu-
cationally and, of course, Jewish men make the best husbands,” he again
noted facetiously.

“In some ways it’s good to set the bar so high,” Rabbi Dratch said. 
But, “when those stereotypes become a reason for not accepting reality for

what it is – that’s when you get into trouble,” he warned. 
“The fear is that if we own up to problems that we have, then we’ll be

more vulnerable,” Rabbi Dratch suggested. 
“We begin to believe our own hype and propaganda…so denial of reali-

ty is a very wonderful Jewish trait,” he observed. 
“Alcoholism, drug abuse, eating disorders, mental illness, domestic abuse,

child abuse” – “None of these exist in the Jewish community because we
are a ‘perfect’ community”, the rabbi stated sarcastically. 

“I can’t tell you how many times I’ve been approached by a Jewish
woman who told me that ‘It could not have been abuse when…’ because
Jewish women are not abused,” he said. 

“We don’t like to talk about it because we know ‘it’s not happening here’,”
Rabbi Dratch suggested. 

“We know it is happening here because all you have to do is look at the
confidential files of the JCFS,” he claimed. 

“Every single time I speak about domestic abuse or child abuse one or two
or three women pull me aside and say: ‘Rabbi, you were telling my story’,”
Rabbi Dratch noted. 

Whether its’ among liberal Jews or orthodox Jews, “abuse is non-discrim-
inatory,” he cautioned. 

And, as far as comparing ourselves with the community at large, “anec-
dotally, we aren’t much different from the general community,” the rabbi
warned. 

“One in three women will be a victim of some kind of abuse – either phys-
ical or emotional,” he suggested. (Rabbi Dratch also noted that one in six
men will be a victim of abuse, as well, so it’s not just a one-way street.)

However, of those women who do leave a marriage (or relationship) as a
result of abuse, “for the average woman it takes about seven years,” Rabbi
Dratch observed. 

“For the average Jewish woman, it takes 14 years,” he stated. 
“We’re concerned about the ‘shanda’ (the shame),” the rabbi suggested. 
“What’s it going to do to the kids?” is a commonly expressed excuse, he

noted. 
Leaving is also a “statement of failure” for many women, Rabbi Dratch

explained. 
Yet, “things are beginning to change,” he noted. 
The issue of domestic abuse is “now on the community agenda”, accord-

ing to Rabbi Dratch – “not as often as it should be” but increasingly “women
are less inhibited to get the help that they need.”

Furthermore, if the Jewish community does not offer support for victims of
domestic abuse, according to the rabbi, “When there’s no place to turn to
in the Jewish community, then they turn away from the Jewish community.”

In conclusion, Rabbi Dratch suggested that “We’re not as perfect as we
think we are. If we embrace the best and the greatest that we can be,” then
we can come closer to achieving that possibility – but only through a recog-
nition of the reality of who we really are. 
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ing to undesirable results. 
“We may find ourselves with

extremists in government,” she
warned. 

Ziv suggested that “one coun-
try is lurking behind the move-
ments (in the Middle East) and
watching,” and that country is
“Iran”. 

“The biggest problem in the
region…and the world remains
Iran,” according to Ziv. Again,
however, the danger presented
by Iran “hasn’t been in the press
much lately,” she said. 

Turning to the threat posed by Iran’s nuclear program, Ziv explained
that there are three components to that country’s program: Enrichment
of nuclear grade material, development of missiles capable of carry-
ing nuclear weapons, and finally, the development of a nuclear war-
head. While Iran is not fully capable of producing a weapons-grade
nuclear device, she noted, her enrichment program has produced 500
kilos of nuclear material that is enriched to a “20 per cent level” –
something that is putting Iran dangerously close to full nuclear capa-
bility. 

The third issue that Ambassador Ziv touched upon was the drive by
the Palestinian Authority for recognition of Palestine as an indepen-
dent state at the U. N. in September. While this issue has received
ample attention in world media, Ziv pointed to the recent G8 summit

as an instance where Prime Minister Harper, alone among the leaders
at that gathering, argued that the drive to recognition of a Palestinian
state should not be considered apart from other elements in the dis-
cussion, including Israel’s security concerns. 

At the same time, Ziv noted that while there may have been little
headway in peace negotiation between Israelis and Palestinians, there
has been a “massive construction” boom in the West Bank – some-
thing that has been achieved in the absence of a Palestinian state. 

In the question and answer period that followed the ambassador’s
remarks, as mentioned, I asked her about the Arab-Jewish dialogue
group. 

Ambassador Ziv noted that “first of all, dialogue is very impor-
tant…I’m a very strong proponent of dialogue as a whole…One of the
things we should fear is ignorance – I see it in journalists who don’t
know…The most important thing is to engage, share, and disagree at
times.”

Ziv was asked whether changes to the situations in both Jordan and
Egypt have made Israel more “vulnerable”. 

She answered: “Israel is not vulnerable. I want to make one thing
very clear. With Egypt we have had an ongoing relationship for more
than 30 years.”

Relations between Egypt and Israel may be “cold”, Ziv observed, but
there has not been “one conflict with the Egyptian army” during that
entire time. 

Another member of the audience gathered to meet Ambassador Ziv
asked her the very interesting question, if Pakistan, an Islamic state,
already has nuclear weapons, “should Israel not fear Pakistan as much
as it fears Iran?”

Ziv’s response was that “Pakistan has never come out with a decla-
ration that it doesn’t want Israel to exist,” unlike Iran. 

Following the question and answer period, Ambassador Ziv contin-
ued to mingle with guests for quite some time. 

JCFS annual
meeting

(Cont. from page 1.)

Miriam Ziv
(Cont. from page 1.)

JCFS Executive Director
EMILY SHANE

JCFS Board President
HEATHER LEONOFF

MIRIAM ZIV and husband
ARIEL KENET (also a career
diplomat).

EINAT PAZ-KAYNAN with
long-time volunteer 

IKE GREENFELD

JCFS Volunteer Co-ordina-
tor EINAT PAZ-KAYNAN
with long-time volunteer

CHUCK FROHLICH



special place in
her heart for
efforts to make
books as widely

available as possible to underprivileged
youth.) 

It was through Melnick’s strong rela-
tionship with JNF President Mel Lazareck
that the Province of Manitoba has fos-
tered strong ties with the JNF relating to
several ongoing water conservation pro-
jects, both here in Manitoba and in
Israel. 

Having been to Israel five times in her
lifetime (“It’s the only country I’ve ever
returned to,” she noted during her
remarks.) – the first time as a backpacker,
the affection with which Melnick holds Israel is truly remarkable. 

According to the program that accompanied the evening, ‘many ini-
tiatives have developed in her capacity as Minister of Water
Stewardship, she having understood that although Lake Winnipeg is
bigger than all of Israel in geographical size, there are a “lot of issues
of mutual concern,” such as “wetlands reclamation and waste water
management.” She is quick to thank, in particular, Mel Lazareck of the
Jewish National Fund, for his continuing support and vision. “Without
Mel’s wisdom and friendship,” Chris says, “the achievements of the
past few years simply would not have been possible.”

In his own remarks introducing Melnick, Lazareck noted that he first
accompanied her on a trip to Israel in 2007. 

“What a place to learn about water,” he said… in “a country that
lacks water.”

In the program, Lazareck wrote that Melnick “quickly realized that
the JNF was a natural organization to get involved with, and off we
went in order to plan our first water Symposium, which successfully
occurred in August 2008.”

That conference was so “well received,” Lazareck noted, that “JNF’s
World Chairman, Efi Stenzler, extended an invitation for a repeat per-
formance, which took place in January 2010.”

In October 2010, continuing the efforts that Melnick had made to
advance ties between the Province of Manitoba and the State of Israel,
Premier Greg Selinger signed several “Memos of Understanding with
the Government of Israel, the Jewish National Fund and other organi-

zations,” Lazareck wrote. 
According to Efi Stenzler, “this year’s proceeds of the Negev Gala

will be directed towards a unique joint research project linking the
Oak Hammock Marsh in Manitoba and the Hula Valley in Israel.”

Christine Melnick’s role in creating what has now become an ongo-
ing “Manitoba-Israel Water Experts Symposium” should lead to much
greater understanding of wetlands conservation. In the words of the
program commemorating her achievements on behalf of both the
province of Manitoba and the state of Israel, “From water innovation
to community involvement, Chris has brought her positive spirit to cit-
izens in both Manitoba and Israel.” 

Campus charges in
lieu of rent.) 

Prior to the pre-
sentation of the

Budget and Allocations Committee Report, the mem-
bers of the Federation Board heard a lengthy presen-
tation by Andrew Paller, who is a professional hired
by the Jewish Federations of North America to com-
pare federations across North America in terms of
their relative success in fundraising. Paller studied 52
different Jewish federations which were categorized
as small, medium, and large. (Winnipeg’s federation
was considered a medium-sized federation, as were,
for example, Seattle’s, Rochester (New York)’s, and
Vancouver’s.)

Paller had some very encouraging remarks to make
about the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg and how it
compares with other similarly sized federations
across North America. 

“Winnipeg had the highest average campaign
growth from 2006-09 of 13 similarly sized federations,” he noted. 

In terms of donor growth, Winnipeg has also done a very good job of
increasing the size of its donor base. One area in which Winnipeg has
done a particularly good job, Paller observed, was in encouraging
donors 45 and under to contribute to the Combined Jewish Appeal. In
this area Winnipeg led all other similarly sized federations. 

Stability, in terms of the number of donors, average size of donations,
and retention of donors year over year, also had Winnipeg scoring very
highly, Paller noted. 

The one area in which Winnipeg did not fare too well, according to
Paller, was in respect of how much the members of the Jewish
Federation and CJA boards, as well as the various boards that were
recipient agencies of the Jewish Federation themselves contributed to
the CJA. 

“Winnipeg had the lowest average contribution of board members,
although one of the highest rates of increase of giving year over year,”
Paller commented. 

In a related note, in its report the Budget and Allocations Committee
also referred to this particular situation. The report stated: “In a show of
support for the value received the Federation asks Beneficiary Agency
Boards to prevail on their members to be donors to the CJA. While most
board members from all the agencies are donors, there still remain a few

who do not support the Campaign. The
Committee would like to draw this matter to
the attention of those boards which do not
have a policy of insisting that their board
members be donors.”

One final aspect of Paller’s presentation
that was of particular interest was his obser-
vation that professional fundraisers here
who “cultivated” “top donors”, either
through phone or personal contact, had
much better results than “lay” fundraisers. In
fact, there was a tremendous growth in the
proportion of $10,000+ donors here, Paller
said, largely attributable to the work done by
professional fundraisers. 

In commenting on the level of support that
the Jewish Federation here gives to its vari-
ous member agencies, Board member (and
former president) Howard Morry, noted that
“what we’re giving is roughly 10 per cent of

what the agencies spend.” (The remaining portions of agencies’ budgets
are derived from such sources as government funding, the United Way,
membership dues, and other fundraising initiatives.) 

“We’re lighting the fuse that helps them to generate the additional
funding,” Morry said. 

One final piece of business at the Federation’s board meeting was the
recognition of two of the Federation’s longest-serving employees for
milestones achieved in terms of years of service. 

Federation Chief Executive Officer Bob Freedman was honoured for
25 years of service – first with the Winnipeg Jewish Community Council,
latterly with the Jewish Federation. 

In accepting a gift from Federation President Ben Cohen, Freedman
observed that “the only way that I survived 25 years is because of com-
munity support.”

Federation Chief Financial Officer Jack Ciplinski has been with both the
WJCC and the Jewish Federation for 30 years. Unfortunately, Ciplinski
was not in attendance to accept his award. (Both Freedman and Ciplinski
had been totally unaware that they were going to be honoured that
evening.) Apparently it was Adam Levene’s responsibility to insure that
Ciplinski would be at the meeting. Levene said that he had received
assurances from Ciplinski that he would be there but, as Bob Freedman
explained, “There must have been a soccer game on TV” that night.) 
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Negev Gala
(Cont. from page 1.)

Jewish Federation
(Cont. from page 1.)

BEN COHEN presenting BOB FREED-
MAN with gift recognizing 25 years of
service.

Manitoba Premier
GREG SELINGER

JNF Prairie Region
President

MEL LAZARECK

Last year’s co-honouree 
LARRY VICKAR with this year’s 

honouree CHRISTINE MELNICK.

Corrections
In our June 1 issue, we had a caption under one of the Kavod

Award photos saying that Rita Margolis was accepting an award
from Jewish Child and Family Service on behalf of her sister-in-law,
Rae Margolis. In fact, Rita was accepting the award on her own
behalf. We apologize for the error. 

In the story on the Kavod Awards it was also incorrectly reported
that Adam Levene had been asked by Howard Morry to become the
chair of the Budget and Allocations Committee. In fact, it was
Jonathan Kroft who asked Adam to assume the post. 



When do powerful institutions lose credibil-
ity because of their reluctance to be honest
with people who can normally be counted on
as their supporters?

That issue came to mind with three appar-
ently disconnected recent events: The
Winnipeg Free Press’s reluctance to admit a
major mistake in one of its  columnist’s sub-
missions; the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue’s

inept handling of a rabbi’s dismissal; and Israeli Prime Minister
Netanyahu’s virulent attack on President Obama’s most recent speech
on the Israel-Palestine conflict.

Anyone reading this paper will know that a regular feature in it is the
“corrections” box. I don’t take any pride in the fact that we make
errors in this paper, but I do take responsibility for those errors. And
make no mistake about it: If there’s an error in the paper – be it an
incorrect name in a cutline, an incorrect quote, or any other mistake
in fact, if the mistake is pointed out to us, generally we offer a correc-
tion – and in a way that points out the original mistake.

Since most editors are fallible, one would hardly think that a cor-
rection of a mistake should somehow be construed as a terrible admis-
sion of failure.

This has all been brought to mind by a recent exchange of e-mails
that I had with the editor of the Free Press, Margo Goodhand, over
what I considered a huge error in a May 31st column by Samuel Segev
(who used to write for this paper).

Here’s what Segev wrote in his column that day: “Russia appears to
have agreed to “abandon” Libya’s Muammar Ghadafi, in return for a
pledge that there would be Western military intervention in Syria.”

Now, anyone knowledgeable of the situation in the Middle East
would have immediately known that the word that was missing in that
sentence was “not”, as in  ‘there would “not” be Western military
intervention  in the Middle East’.

So, I dashed off an e-mail to the Free Press suggesting they put a cor-
rection into the paper. A few days went by – and no correction. 

I was somewhat puzzled, so I sent an e-mail to Goodhand. She
replied that she would look into it immediately. I didn’t hear anything
more from her, which I found somewhat surprising.

So, I sent her another e-mail, asking whether the Free Press was so
reluctant to admit a mistake that it was simply not willing to correct
Segev’s mistake.

Goodhand, somewhat testily, did respond to me that a correction
had gone into the paper – on June 6 (a full six days after the original
mistake). The correction, in small print, was on page 2 of that day’s
issue. Here is what it said: ‘A word was missing from a sentence in a
May 31 column by Samuel Segev. The sentence should have read as

follows: “Russia
appears to have
agreed to ‘abandon’
Libya’s Moammar
Gadhafi, in return for
a pledge that there
would be no Western
military intervention
in Syria.” ‘

Notice – there is no
indication what the
mistake was in the
first place.

I bring this all up as
a lesson in hubris and
pomposity, which is
something not con-
fined to the Free Press
among powerful insti-
tutions in this city.

In a recent issue I
touched upon contro-
versial goings-on at
the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue, wherein
the proposed dis-
missal of a rabbi there
became an issue of
public debate within
the congregation.

If the matter weren’t
so serious and, in
many ways, so sad, it

would almost seem to have
been something plucked
from the pages of a
Mordecai Richler novel. 

Here you have a rabbi in
Winnipeg’s largest syna-
gogue, whose fate is held
up in the air for some time,
while the entire episode
becomes a matter for con-
jecture – and gossip – not
just among members of the
congregation, but among
the wider community as a
whole. 

As the gossip mill
worked itself into a frenzy
– with most individuals left
scratching their heads
wondering what was going on, the one truth that emerged is that a
Jewish clergyman’s (or should that be clergyperson’s?) fate is often a
precarious one, not just in this city, but in many others as well.

I have often thought that a valid comparison between a typical
rabbi’s tenure in this city should be with coaches of the Winnipeg Blue
Bombers. For the most part, our rabbis have been Americans, as have
been the Blue Bombers’ coaches. They typically arrive to an enthusi-
astic welcome, but if their performance seems to be lacking, the whis-
pers among their followers calling for their dismissal often lead to their
premature departure.

Am I just being my typically cheeky self? For sure there’s an element
in that, but I can’t think of a more tenuous position in this city than an
appointment as a rabbi in a major synagogue. 

Finally, I wanted to draw attention to one aspect of Israeli
Ambassador Miriam Ziv’s recent visit to this city that deserves special
attention, and that was her meeting with members of the Jewish-Arab
dialogue group.

According to an account of that meeting which I was given,
Ambassador Ziv’s meeting with what were, apparently, mostly Arab
members of the group, was a cordial affair, save for one rather testy
exchange. To no one’s surprise, there were no earthshaking revelations
as a result of that meeting.

What is significant, however, is that a representative of the Israeli
government met with Arabs who are now citizens of Canada. Again,
as I have been attempting to argue in this column for over two years
now, maintaining a dialogue with individuals with whom one may
have fundamental disagreements is always a positive step towards an
ultimate rapprochement. 

Of course, if one is not truly interested in a peaceful settlement of
differences, then maintaining a dialogue is simply an artifice meant to
cover up one’s ultimate goal of hanging on to an established position.
As with the Free Press’s position on admitting mistakes, the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue’s habit of removing rabbis from their posts, and the
Netanyahu administration’s decision to outright distort President
Obama’s position on the Israel-Palestine conflict, powerful institutions
run the risk of losing credibility among individuals or groups that pre-
viously had held those institutions in great respect. 
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

Short takes

Thank you
Once again the school year is coming to a close and once again I

thank you for being so generous in sending a class set of newspapers
to use in my Current Events class at the Gray Academy of Jewish
Education.

The grade 8 students look forward to receive the newspaper and
search through the issues for Jewish events that pertain to local,
national and international news.  I have given the students four end of
the month assignments each semester of finding three articles that
deal with the above events on which they must summarize and write
an opinion piece. 

At the end of the course they prepare current event games on topics
which we have read and discussed in class, and I am always amazed
at how knowledgeable they are on what is happening around the
world.  I credit the availability of your newspaper in the classroom
with part of the success of this course. 

Todah Rabbah, 
Rochelle Gamliel

Gray Academy of Jewish Education

LETTER
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By RON KAMPEAS 
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Remember the tension a couple of weeks

ago between Israel and the United States? That was all about avoiding
tension between Israel and the rest of the world. 

That’s what Obama administration officials are telling Jewish offi-
cials looking ahead to September, when the Palestinians are expected
to press for statehood recognition through the U. N. General
Assembly. 

“There is a building momentum to move in September in New York
to recognize a Palestinian state,” Dennis Ross, the top White House
Middle East policy official, told Jewish leaders in a May 26 conference
call. “The way you head that off is by showing a credible alternative.” 

The thinking behind President Obama’s May 19 Middle East policy
speech, in which the president said that it was U. S. policy to negoti-
ate on the basis of the 1967 lines with mutually agreed swaps, was to
give the Obama administration needed ammunition to persuade the
Europeans not to buy into recognition of Palestinian statehood, Ross
said. 

“The audience here was an international audience,” he said. “The
choice was to stay where we were and the result would be dramatic
or worse, or to try and get in front of that train and try to redirect it.” 

The United States is working on several strategies to derail the
Palestinian plan to obtain recognition of statehood at the United
Nations. 

First, there is the effort to convince European allies to vote against it,
so the United States would have more partners voting against the bid
in the Security Council and to establish a moral alliance – the
Europeans are seen as a moral force in the international community –
against unilateral statehood. Only votes in the Security Council, not
the General Assembly, carry the force of international law. 

Among the European Union’s leaders, Germany and Italy are com-
mitted against statehood recognition, but France and Britain are
wavering. 

German Chancellor “Angela Merkel shares the position of President
Obama that only through negotiations will you get a stable situation
and a two-state solution that is sustainable,” said Lars Hansel, the
director of the Washington office of the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, a
German think tank. “She is not necessarily mainstream, since [French
President Nicolas] Sarkozy and [British Prime Minister David]
Cameron have flirted with support for a Palestinian bid.” 

But Obama’s speech may have nudged Britain and France away from
recognizing a Palestinian state, according to a senior European official
attending the G-8 summit last week in Deauville, France, where
Obama consulted with the leaders on Middle East talks. 

The official, who asked not to be named under his government’s
rules of speaking to journalists, said follow-up is critical. 

“Obama’s speech is considered important and courageous,” the offi-
cial said. “We need now to try looking at concrete steps that could be
implemented from now until September.” 

European nations are seen as key. The combined opposition of the
European Union’s 27 states and the influence they have among some
developing world nations could help keep a resolution on Palestinian
statehood from reaching the Security Council or from obtaining a two-
thirds majority in the General Assembly. 

Another option to derail statehood recognition would be to get the
Israelis and Palestinians back to the negotiating table. 

“The first thing that can happen is that there will be a political ini-
tiative, a diplomatic initiative on the part of the Israelis, despite
Netanyahu’s rhetoric, that might be the basis for new negotiations,”
Hansel said, noting support for an initiative from a diverse array of an
Israeli parties, including those in the government, like Yisrael Beiteinu
and Labor, and in the opposition, like Kadima. 

But Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s decision not to
introduce any new initiative in his speech to Congress last week is a
sign that nothing new is forthcoming. 

Netanyahu had been under some pressure to make some sort of ges-
ture until the the Palestinian Authority’s announcement a month ago
that it was entering a unity pact with the terrorist group Hamas. That
and PA President Mahmoud Abbas’s steadfast refusal to negotiate with
Israel has kept some of the pressure off Netanyahu. 

Abbas has said he will not sit down and negotiate with Israel unless
a Jewish settlement freeze in the West Bank is implemented first. 

A third option for derailing statehood recognition at the United
Nations would be to change the wording of the resolution so that it
stops short of unilateral statehood – for instance, by conditioning
recognition for Palestinian statehood on a negotiated outcome. 

“The Security Council resolution could be worded in a way that
even the Israelis can support it,” Hansel said. 

Netanyahu has made clear that he is relying on a U. S. veto in the
U. N. Security Council to block Palestinian statehood. 

“You need to pass it through the – not through the General Assembly,
but through the Security Council, and then have it approved by the

General Assembly,” he said in a CNN interview broadcast May 26. “I
think that sequence is important because the United States has a veto
in the Security Council.” 

But Netanyahu’s sanguine approach ignores two factors, insiders
warn. First, there’s the diplomatic damage that would accrue should
the United States veto a widely popular resolution. That could affect
Israel, the United States and any other countries voting against. 

Then there is the possibility that the Palestinians and their supporters
will use the rarely invoked Uniting for Peace option, which allows the
General Assembly to override the Security Council with a two-thirds
vote. 

First used to override a Soviet veto against action during the Korean
war, Uniting for Peace protects from legal repercussions those coun-
tries that join in an action not sanctioned by the Security Council. It
was used in the 1980s to protect countries that sanctioned South
Africa from being sued under international trade laws. 

The option has been used just 10 times in the body’s history, but the
Palestinians have indicated that they will seek its invocation. They
have won recognition from 112 states and are working to get 135 –
the two-thirds majority – by September. 

Joseph Deiss, the Swiss envoy to the United Nations and currently
the president of the General Assembly, said over the weekend that the
United Nations could not afford Palestine membership without
Security Council approval. 

That does not necessarily negate what would be the deleterious
effects on Israel of a Uniting for Peace resolution recognizing
Palestine, pro-Israel groups have said. The resolution would provide
legal cover to nations wanting to treat “Palestine” as a state, allowing
sanctions and lawsuits against Israel to go forward. 

In his May 26 call with Jewish leaders, however, Ross made clear
that the Europeans expect more from Netanyahu right now. 

“One of the things we’re dealing with is that they don’t believe the
prime minister of Israel is serious,” he said. “We say we don’t buy that,
but that by itself has not been sufficient to persuade them.” 

Al Schwimmer, father of Israel's Air Force, dies
LOS ANGELES (JTA) – Al Schwimmer, a New York native whose

actions were described by David Ben-Gurion as the Diaspora’s most
important contribution to the survival of Israel, has died.

Schwimmer died June 11 on his 94th birthday at Tel Hashomer
Hospital in Tel Aviv.

He used his contacts and experience as a World War II flight engi-
neer for the U.S. Air Transport Command, and similar civilian ser-
vice for TWA, to smuggle some 30 surplus war planes to the nascent
Jewish state in 1948.

Schwimmer also recruited the pilots and crews to fly the planes by
circuitous routes to Israel where the men, mostly World War II vet-
erans, became the nucleus of the Israeli Air Force. Among the smug-
gled planes were a few beat-up B-17s that dropped some bombs on
Cairo on their way to Israel.

He returned to America in 1949 and the following year was con-
victed of violating the U.S. Neutrality Act by smuggling weapons to
Israel. Schwimmer was stripped of his voting rights and veteran ben-
efits and fined $10,000, but escaped a prison sentence. Schwimmer
never sought a presidential pardon because he refused to admit any
wrongdoing, but nevertheless was pardoned by President Clinton
through the intercession of friends.

Schwimmer was running an aircraft maintenance company in
Burbank, Calif., in the early 1950s when Ben-Gurion, then the
prime minister, asked him to come back to Israel and establish an
aircraft company for commercial and military purposes. When
Schwimmer retired 30 years later in 1988, Israel Aircraft Industries
was the largest company in Israel, valued at $1 billion.

In the mid-1980s, Schwimmer was a special adviser for technolo-
gy and industry for then-Prime Minister Shimon Peres, who became
a close friend. In this capacity, Schwimmer found himself an inter-
mediary between Washington and Tehran in the ill-fated attempt to
trade American and Israeli weapons for U.S. hostages held by pro-
Iranian groups in Lebanon.

In 2006, Schwimmer was awarded the Israel Prize for life achieve-
ment and contributions to Israeli society.

In his 80s, Schwimmer began to focus his energies on the move-
ment to give Israel its long-delayed constitution, together with a bill
of rights guaranteeing equality to all branches of Judaism, prohibit-
ing state interference in religious practice, and providing the options
of civil marriage and divorce.

During an American fundraising tour for this effort in 2001, he
stopped in Los Angeles and during an interview with The Jewish
Journal warned that without such a bill of rights, “relationships
between Israel and the Diaspora will wither away.”

What are the options to derail Palestinian statehood at the U. N. ? 
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Myron Love
Community leader Jim Carr to receive Order of Manitoba

Jim Carr remem-
bers clearly the night
he decided to return
to Winnipeg for
good. 

“It was 1979 and it
was the night before
my last exam at
McGill,” he recalls.
“Manitoba’s Deputy
Minister of Culture
invited me out to
dinner and offered
me a job as a staff
person with the Cultural
Policy Review Committee
that Premier Sterling Lyon had
established to write a new
cultural policy for Manitoba. I
was happy to come home and
have never been tempted to
leave again.”

Some 30-odd years later,
this distinguished member of
our Jewish community is
being honoured with the
Order of Manitoba, the
province’s highest honour for
his contributions to his home
community. (The Order of
Manitoba recognizes individ-
uals who have demonstrated
excellence and achievement
in any field of endeavour, benefiting in an
outstanding manner the social, cultural or
economic well-being of Manitoba and its res-
idents.)

“It is an honour to be included among a
group of such distinguished Manitobans,
people who have dedicated their profession-
al lives to the betterment of Manitoba,” Carr
says.

(The presentation will be made on July 12.)
Jim Carr’s roots run deep in our community.

A third generation Winnipegger, he began his
professional life as a musician – he played
oboe for the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra
before leaving for McGill.

Since returning to Winnipeg, Carr has worn
many high profile hats, among them being
that of a lone Liberal Member of the
Legislature, an editorial writer and columnist
for the Free Press, a spokesperson for the
University of Winnipeg and, for the past 13
years, president and CEO of the Business
Council of Manitoba.

Carr is actually the founding president and
CEO of the BCM. “Accepting the offer from
the Business Council of Manitoba was an
easy decision to make considering the people
involved,” Carr says. “Our membership is
made up of 74 CEOs of leading Manitoba
companies. In order to be asked to join, you
have to be a leader of a Manitoba-based
company.”

He explains that the purpose of the
Business Council is to provide a constructive
business perspective on public policy issues.
For example, Carr notes that the BCM was an
early advocate of increased immigration to
Manitoba as a result of our province’s
Provincial Nominee program. 

“We began calling for increased immigra-

tion to Manitoba in 1999,” Carr
says. “That year, only 3,000
immigrants came to our
province. Last year, we wel-
comed 16,000 new immigrants
and are well on our way to
20,000 for this year. The
enhanced numbers have trans-
formed Manitoba. We are recog-
nized worldwide and leaders in
attracting and retaining new
immigrants.” 

A second initiative from the
Business Council that Carr cites
is a nationwide dialogue with
power producers and environ-
mental groups aimed at making
Canada a clean energy leader.
Closer to home, the BCM is
working with the provincial gov-
ernment to improve healthcare
delivery.

And for the past ten years, the Council has
been partnering with the Federal and
Manitoba Governments to provide post-sec-
ondary bursaries for Aboriginal students. “We
have given out more than 1,100 awards total-
ing $3.3 million thus far to Aboriginal stu-
dents to help them realize their aspirations,”
Carr says.

Outside of his day job, Carr is a member of
the board of the Arthur V. Mauro Centre for
Peace and Justice and the Winnipeg Airport
Authority and is Director Emeritus of the
Canada West Foundation. In the Jewish com-
munity, he represents the family of the late
Sol and Florence Kanee on the selection
committee for the community’s annual Koved
evening and is also a member of the two-
year-old Arab Jewish Dialogue which, he
says, is helping to break down barriers to
understanding between Winnipeg Arabs and
Jews.

As well, he is in demand to chair or serve as
Master of Ceremonies in Jewish communal
programs. “I am always pleased to be of ser-
vice,” he says.

For relaxation, he cycles, walks and goes to
the gym. He still enjoys playing oboe and lis-
tening to classical music. And he is a strong
supporter of our arts organizations – in par-
ticular the WSO – and our sports teams. 

“I was a Moose season ticket holder from
Day One and am looking forward to watch-
ing NHL games here,” he says.

At the other end of the spectrum, agewise,
teen medical researcher Yale Michaels has
been recognized as one of Canada’s Top 20
Under 20 leaders by Youth in Motion. (Youth
in Motion is a national charitable organiza-

JIM CARR: “It is an honour to be
included among in a group of
such distinguished Manitobans.”

Lake Winnipeg Massage Therapy
(Winnipeg Beach & Gimli residents)

Miriam Jacobson RN, RMT
30 years of practice in Toronto

July and August
For appointment call:

(204) 389-2662

Social Notes

Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank YouThank You
My sincerest thanks to my family

and friends for all their good
wishes and generous donations on

the special occasion of my
90th Birthday

Dora Steiman (& Keppy)

Congratulations
too alll recent
graduates

Paula Havixbeck

City Councillor for Charleswood - Tuxedo

986-5232

paula@winnipeg.ca

FREE DELIVERYON ORDERSOVER $75E

New, Used & Rental Walkers, Scooters, Lift Chairs, Wheelchairs,
Bath Aides & Other Aides for Daily Living.

NEW PRIDE SCOOTERS AND LIFTCHAIRS

Mention this ad & receive 10% off 
the rental or purchase of any item

551 Osborne
453-6473

www.renewmobility.ca

YALE MICHAELS (far left) at the top 20 under 20 awards
ceremony.

OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE

Continued on page 7. See “Myron Love”.)
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Winnipeggers return from first Canadian mission of its kind
Unlike

m o s t
o r g a -
n i z e d
trips to
I s r a e l ,
Wi n n i -
peggers
w h o

recently returned from a
Partnership 2000 National Coast
to Coast Social Action mission to
Israel enjoyed something out of
the ordinary – not a typical tour
of the country. The trip was
designed to give Canadians a
better appreciation of the chal-
lenges of living in Israel’s north-
ern region, and to take on a vol-
unteer project to enhance the
area. 

This was the first national mis-
sion of its kind, bringing together
young adults from small and
medium-sized Canadian Jewish communities
with Israelis their age attending Tel-Hai
College and living in the Galilee Panhandle. 

Winnipegger, Eva Trachtenberg (32), of
Chinese origin, completed her conversion to
Judaism with Etz Chayim Synagogue’s Rabbi
Lander last June. She and husband, Matthew
(Matt) Trachtenberg (32), were two of four
Winnipeggers who went on the Partnership
2000 mission. The other two participants
were Judi Price-Rosen and Shimon Segal. 

According to Matt, the trip went from April
28 to May 8, with 18 participants (four from
Manitoba, one from Vancouver, two or three
from Calgary, and the rest from Ottawa). He
said, “The age range was from about 24 to
28…We were the older married couple.”

Eva recalled doing volunteer mission work
for five days, from about 9 a.m.-3 p.m., at
Schafim (a school for Jewish and non-Jewish
children with developmental disabilities). 

On the first night volunteering in this area,
Eva and Matt stayed with a student in
Metulla. The remaining four nights were
spent in Menara. 

“We made benches for the school gardens
made of cement, tires and sand,” said Matt.
“We painted about 80 percent of the inside of
the school, four murals, and did a bunch of
gardening (planting tomatoes and all kinds of
stuff). We basically touched up the school
however they wanted.”

“The school is really amazing,” said Eva.

“Not only do they take exclusively special
needs children, but these are the top 44 most
special needs children of all different cul-
tures, backgrounds, and religions.”

Behind the school is a forest where educa-
tors can take the children for walks in a nat-
ural environment. 

“They also have an off-site water therapy
location. It was really neat to see mentally or
sometimes physically challenged kids going
into the water and becoming so capable – chil-
dren who couldn’t communicate or who phys-
ically weren’t able to sit, stand, or walk alone
(but in the pool, they swam independently).”

According to Eva, much of the school is
supported through Canadian donations,
including an elliptical machine, treadmill,
and bike donated by a Winnipeg family. 

Matt said, “It was great to see all the things
the school is doing for families and children.
The teachers were so positive and the kids
were enjoying themselves – laughing, having
fun, and able to be in a social setting where
they could interact with teachers and other
people…Just knowing we did this work at the
school was really rewarding. 

“One of the kibbutzim we stayed at was
Kfar Blum. We had dinner one night there
and hung out and played frisbee. It was real-
ly cool.”

During the six other days spent in Israel, the
group spent much of their time with Israeli
Tel-Hai College students. “We went to their
college with them, did what they did, and
lived where they lived,” said Eva. “Also, for
the first time I heard of people of a Druze reli-
gion. A couple of girls taught me about the
religion, and I was just amazed. 

“This was my first time in Israel. To be hon-
est, before I met Matt, I really had no interest
or intentions on going to Israel ever. But once
I started the conversion process and learned
more about Judaism, I realized it was defi-
nitely somewhere I needed to go. 

“I’m really glad to have had this opportuni-
ty. It wasn’t just the mission. It was also being
able to connect with Israelis, because really
you can learn all you want through a book or
what a rabbi tells you, but you don’t really get
it until you go to a country. It was so emo-
tional and touching.” 

Matt added, “In Israel, there’s a real strong
sense of family. Also everyone is just really
happy with what they have and are really
positive about it. It was very humbling. 

“A huge part of being Jewish for me is the
culture, and through this trip, I now feel more
connected to Israel. Going to Jerusalem and
the wall with my wife was incredible.” 

Members of Partnership 2000 in northern Israel. Four of
the members were from Winnipeg.

tion that designs
and implements
m o t i v a t i o n a l
career programs

for youth.) Michaels received his award in
Toronto on June 2. Award recipients are
entolled in a year long mentoring program
and are eligible to attend the organization’s
annual Courage to Soar Leadership confer-
ence.

Michaels, who recently finished Second
Year at Harvard in Science, began doing
cancer research at the age of 12 at
Cancercare Manitoba. He is continuing to
do cancer research at Harvard Medical
School alongside his regular course work.

“We are trying to determine how cancer
becomes resistant to chemotherapy,’ he
explains.

As for his award, he says that it is “pretty
exciting” and a “big surprise”. “It was cool
meeting the other award winners,” he says.

He will earn his B.SC. degree from
Harvard in the spring of 2013. 

Myron Love
(Cont. from page 6.)

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA
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Canadian Friends of Magen David Adom present Jerusalem paramedic
On Tuesday, September

9th, 2003, Shira Applebaum
Maresky was sitting at home
in Jerusalem doing last
minute preparations for her
sister’s wedding the next day. 

Her father, Dr. David
Applebaum, was the director
of the Emergency Room in

Shaarey Zedek Medical Centre Hospital, as well as
director of TEREM – a chain of private emergency med-
ical clinics in Jerusalem founded by Dr. Applebaum. 

“My big sister Naava, spent every waking moment
helping and entertaining young cancer patients as part
of her national service,” said Maresky, a paramedic sta-
tioned in Magen David Adom Jerusalem. 

She was the guest speaker at an event – which
attracted about 100 people and also included a
screening of a short documentary film on MDA – spon-
sored by the Winnipeg chapter of CMDA (Canadian
Magen David Adom) on June 2 in the Multipurpose
Room of the Rady JCC. 

Afterwards another documentary film, Iranium, was
shown, followed by a panel discussion. (See separate
story)

“I thought her speech was excellent and hit all the important points
about the work MDA does in Israel,” said Ron East, the master of cere-
monies for the evening, who is a founding member of the new
Winnipeg chapter of the Canadian MDA. 

“Shira is the best example of why we have a chapter here in Winnipeg.
I don’t think there is a higher calling than to save lives, and by raising
money here for them in Israel we are contributing to that effort.”

Applebaum Maresky’s father and sister had gone to a coffee shop to
pick up some coffees for the whole family while the rest of the family
continued working on the seating plans. 

“Suddenly, I heard a blast, and seconds later, the sirens,” she said. 
“I had a bad feeling, and the breaking news proved my worries right.

The bomb was at Cafe Hillel where my father and sister had gone. My
brother Yitzchak and I ran to the car and were at the scene within min-
utes. While looking for our father and sister, we saw injured and dead
people lying all over the place. I remember when I arrived at the scene
that night, I felt helpless. I felt like I had to do something, to help some-
how, and try to save someone. But I couldn’t. I didn’t know how.”

“He worked in MADA for many years after moving to Israel from
Cleveland, Ohio back in 1981 after having finished his residency in
Emergency Medicine at Mount Sinai Hospital. My big sister Naava,
spent every waking moment helping and entertaining young cancer

patients as part of her national service. Her biggest
dream was to find a cure to cancer,” said the blonde,
slimly built Applebaum Maresky, who, following her
talk, was presented with a gift – the book, Voices of
Winnipeg Holocaust Survivors – by Belle Millo, Chair,
Freeman Family Foundation Holocaust Education
Centre, Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada. 

“I lost both of them that night – my father and my big
sister. After that dreadful night, I decided I never want-
ed to feel helpless again. I decided to continue in their
footsteps and devote the rest of my life to saving lives.”

She emphasized that the day to day life in Magen
David Adom is hard and can be very stressful. 

“We work long hours for little pay, in the heat, the
rain and snow, carrying patients, doing chest com-
pressions and really breaking up a sweat,” Applebaum
Maresky, who was wearing her white MDA uniform,
explained. 

“With all the difficulties, physical and emotional- I
honestly believe that working as a paramedic is the
most fulfilling job ever, and it’s all because of the mir-
acles: The smile that you get from the old man, just
because you held his hand during the ride to the hos-
pital; the little newborn baby taking his first breath of
air in your bare hands; the 39 year old whose chest

you pumped for 40 minutes and a week later walks himself out of the
hospital; the car you see on the side of the road, all bashed-up, prepar-
ing to see the worst, when two 18-year-old kids crawl out with nothing
but a scratch; holding a healthy baby in your arms and remembering
that when you showed up at his house three weeks ago, just two weeks
after he was born, his heart stopped beating and no one thought there
was a chance he’d survived. 

“No matter the age, the race or the religion of our patient, the lives that
are saved, the miracles, are what keep me and all the Magen David
Adom family excited and passionate about coming to work everyday.”

She called Magen David Adom a very special organization. 
“Our staff includes a combination of workers, trainees and volunteers,

as well as a combination of Jews, Arabs, and Christians. We all get along
really well,” Applebaum Maresky emphasized. 

“Really, it’s not just a cliché. It’s the only place I know of in Israel
where there is really no tension between the Jews and the Arabs; the
ultra-orthodox and the secular. Magen David Adom is all about our mis-
sion – saving lives. When we put on this uniform and enter an ambu-
lance, all other issues are irrelevant. We focus completely on our work
and on having fun in
the process.”

SHIRA APPLEBAUM
MARESKY: “No matter the
age, the race or the religion
of our patient, the lives that
are saved, the miracles, are
what keep me and all the
Magen David Adom family
excited and passionate about
coming to work everyday.”

Help support CMDA
Since 1976, the Canadian Magen David

Adom for Israel (CMDA) has been the sole
authorized fund-raising organization in
Canada dedicated to supplying
Ambulances, Medical Equipment, Supplies
and Blood Testing Kits to support the life
saving efforts of MDA in Israel. 

With its head of operations in Montreal
and supporting chapters across the country,
CMDA’s commitment to this cause runs
deep with over 100 dedicated volunteers
and a permanent staff of full-time profes-
sionals. 

In addition to providing ongoing support
for the people of Israel, the CMDA has con-
tributed 20 percent of the funds required to
build the national headquarters of MDA’s
blood bank located in the Tel-Ha’shomer
complex just outside Tel Aviv; supplied 100
of the 800 Ambulances in service today; and
eight of the 75 first-responder scooters with
plans to purchase another eight this year. 

Two of the mobile blood units and $1. 2
million in annual contributions to purchase
specialized blood testing kits have all been
possible due to “your generous donations.”

Source: CMDA brochure
For further information, visit the website:

www. cmdai. org <http://www. cmdai.
org> email: info@cmdai. org tel: (514) 731-
440, toll free: 1-800-731-2848, fax: (514)
731-2490. Address of the National Office:
6900 Decarie Blvd. , Suite 3110, Montreal,
Quebec H3X 2T8

By

MARTIN ZEILIG



The other
day, while
preparing for
a dental
appointment
(why is it that
we clean our
teeth so
assiduously
only to have

the hygienist repeat the process?), a
glance at my foamy reflection in the
mirror suddenly conjured up some-
thing my late Aunt Belle would often
say to me, “With teeth like those, you
could land a really rich guy!” 

Belle was a relative newcomer to our clan,
who married my widowed Uncle Sam when
both were in their 50’s. Wealthy, well-trav-
eled, attractive, and definitely self-assured,
she initially wowed my family with her glitz
and glamor.

I was 14 at the time, and Belle, who had
never had children of her own, was immedi-
ately attracted to me. “I love your teeth”, she
said at our first meeting. Then, whenever we
were together at family celebrations she
would proudly point to me and exclaim to
anyone within ear shot, “Just look at those
teeth!! Have you ever seen such beautiful
teeth?” 

Now although teeth may have been the ini-
tial attraction, I think it was more that Aunt
Belle saw her chance to nurture and mold me
into the daughter she never had – someone
smart and saavy (with a gorgeous smile), who
would marry rich, and know how to navigate
in this unpredictable world. It helped her
cause that we lived only two blocks away
from her and my uncle.

She urged my parents to go on a “long-
needed” vacation, volunteering to take care
of me, a tempting offer they didn’t refuse. I
reluctantly packed my bags and moved in for
a week. It proved to be one of the longest,
and most information-packed experiences of
my life!

After a hard day at school, I would return to
the apartment where I would help Aunt Belle
with dinner. “It’s important to set a nice table
for your husband”, she advised, “and make
sure to set out the dishes for his breakfast the
night before, so he knows that you care.”

That first night , as we prepared the evening
meal, tomato juice-barley aspic, oatmeal-
oregano meat loaf, and canned peas (did I
mention that this poor woman was a talent-
less cook who created stomach-turning cre-

ations?), she
opened the
fridge and
took some-
thing out of
the veg-
e t a b l e
crisper. 

“See this?”,
she said. “It’s
a rubber let-
tuce with a
zipper. I
keep most of
my jewellery

here, because robbers never get hungry!”
When dinner was served, Uncle Sam and I

pushed the meat loaf and aspic around our
plates, trying to arrange the food so that it
looked as if we had eaten most of it. “Isn’t it
tasty?”, she asked. “I’m a wonderful cook
because I always look for new and interesting
recipes. The way to a man’s heart is through
his stomach.”

My uncle beat a hasty retreat to the den for
a night of T.V., and I tried to start on my
homework. Aunt Belle had other ideas. She
wanted me to know everything she knew-
cooking tips, health and beauty secrets,
social etiquette, and how to meet and keep a
man (too much information for this ingenue!). 

First and foremost, was to find a husband.
She spoke of one widowed friend who met
men by going to the cemetery and approach-
ing a likely prospect with the line, “Did you
lose someone too?” 

Each night I would slather Albolene cream
on my face (my aunt’s secret for beautiful
skin), and rest my head on one of her satin
pillowcases (“Jill, avoid wrinkles. Try to sleep
on your back.”). By the end of the week I was
wrinkle-free but wrung out, and looking for-
ward to returning home. 

But Aunt Belle had planned an exciting
farewell dinner. “An eligible bachelor is join-
ing us tonight. He’s established, handsome
and wealthy, a great catch!!” The catch did
turn out to be all of those things, but he was
also 35 years old and my second cousin.
“Look at Jill’s teeth. Have you ever seen such
beautiful teeth?”, Belle gushed as she intro-
duced us. “And they’re all her own!!”

Yes, my aunt was quite a character, but
years later I realize that all her worldly wis-
dom was well-meant and tendered with love.
Now if you will excuse me, I’m off to brush
my teeth and set the table for tomorrow’s
breakfast. 
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416.966.1100
1.800.494.0389

www.romspen.com

162 Cumberland Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3N5

Invest in Romspen and reap the benefits.

Take your interest monthly or let it grow. Either way the Romspen

Mortgage Investment Fund has delivered superior results month after

month, year after year.

Steady and solid returns for our investors. Whether you are retired 

or are planning for retirement, is there a better or smarter place to

invest your money?

You’ve heard of the Romspen Mortgage Investment Fund. Isn’t it
time you found out more? Call us to receive an information 
package or visit www.romspen.com.

Long Bonds 21%
Romspen 30%

T-bills 3%
S&P/TSX 6%

3 Year Accumulated 
Compound Return (2008-2011)

Source: Statistics Canada, Bank of Canada, RMIF Annual Report

Gwen Secter 
Creative Living Centre

Ladies Lunch and Learn 
Interactive Educational Program

Monday June 20 at noon

“Professor Arthur Schafer -
End of Life Decisions and Life Supports”

Lunch reservation deadline 
Friday June 17

Phone 339-1701

Gwen Secter Creative
Living Centre

1588 Main Street

Annual General Meeting
Wednesday June 29 at 1 pm

Noon lunch reservations required by
June 27

Phone 339-1701

Gwen Secter news
Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre cel-

ebrates June with the conclusion of our
spring Lunch and Learn series. Professor
Arthur Schafer offers thoughts on end of
life decisions related to medical life sup-
ports followed by interactive discussion.
Phone us or watch for information about
the Fall Series to our newest Gwen Secter
offering.

We also welcome you to join us for the
Annual General meeting on Wednesday
June 29 at 1 p.m. Guest speaker is the
Honourable Jim Rondeau Minister of
Healthy Living, Seniors and Youth,
Province of Manitoba. Reservations for
Deli Lunch at noon required by June 27.
Finally we showcase our new flooring
and furnishings courtesy of the Federal
New Horizons For Seniors Capital Grant. 

Wacky words of worldly wisdom – a legacy from my aunt

Whenever we were together at fam-
ily celebrations she would proudly
point to me and exclaim to anyone
within ear shot, “Just look at those
teeth!! Have you ever seen such
beautiful teeth?”

ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES



Ah, from the mouths
of babes. I was
babysitting my two-
year-old grandson
earlier in the spring
and, naturally, this
unbiased and percep-
tive zaida had some
time ago already

arrived at the obvious conclusion that, in his
considerable years, he had yet to encounter a
more precocious little fellow than our beloved
Jakob. 

He and I that afternoon were playing games
and getting on famously until it came time to
gather the toys and return them to their proper
place. It was my idea, of course; not his. After
cajoling him to begin the process and assuring
Jakob that we would do it together, both of us
became frustrated with each other when, all of
a sudden, he looked up at me and blurted out:
“You should go home now, zaida!” 

I could barely stifle a laugh when I realized
that this aha-moment was so typical of human
nature…..regardless of our ages. Is there not a
tendency on our parts to have more positive
feelings towards others whom we regard as
being kinder, more caring, generous, and
especially nonjudgmental? You know the
dance step. If you, whomever you may be,
always do what I expect and ask of you, I’ll
love you forever, but if you’re not for me; then
you’re against me.

Take, for instance, Commissioner of the
National Hockey League Gary Bettman, who
arrived in Winnipeg on May 31st, two days
prior to his 59th birthday, to share in the
announcement that Winnipeg had, in fact,
inherited - for $170 million and a $60 million
relocation fee - the Atlanta Thrashers’ fran-
chise. 

At the press conference, the often-perceived
infamous sports personality pronounced: “The
NHL is back in a place we wish we hadn’t left
in 1996.” How was Gary now viewed at the
podium after he had helped engineer the
return of the Jets or whatever they’ll be named?
More like Mother Theresa or at least the con-
quering hero rather than, as in the past, when
he had to tolerate such slings and arrows as
“the little weasel, the little Napoleon, the arro-
gant little sh—.” And those were the more
printable epithets. I’d heard a few others that
might easily have drawn the rapt attention of
the B’nai Brith.

On that May 31st morning press conference,
not even my grandson would have pro-
nounced: “You should go home now,
Bettman.” As a matter of fact, formerly bitter
and angry Jets’ aficionados, now in a more cel-
ebratory mood, may even have chipped in and
introduced Gary to the famous tastes of
Winnipeg.

Starting off, naturally, with a Jeanne’s birth-
day cake, a few dozen knishes along with
rootin tootins for dessert from Gunn’s Bakery,
and several loaves of City Bread rye to take
back home to wife Shelli and children Lauren,
Jordan, and Brittany in Saddle River, New
Jersey. Come December, Chanukah cards and
gifts might even follow.

Bettman is one of four Jewish commissioners
of major league sports. The others are basket-
balls’ David Stern, baseball’s Bud Selig, and
soccer’s Don Garber. Prior to 1996, all of the
commissioners were of the same persuasion
when the NFL’s Paul Tagliabue led the pigskin
parade.

If there is such an affliction as being overly

educated and thick skinned, then Bettman, a
Cornell University graduate in 1974 who also
holds a degree from the New York University
School of Law would not be the type of indi-
vidual you would want to take on in a formal
debate or court of law. 

His resumé doesn’t have to be fabricated
either. He has worked in the National
Basketball Association’s marketing and legal
departments and also acted as General
Counsel and Senior Vice President. Gary also
played a major role in the development of the
soft salary cap system in 1983 – a system still
in use today.

His tenure as NHL leader began in early
1993. What was the team owners’ mandate 18
years ago? They wanted the legal whiz and
expert on industrial and labor relations to sell
the game in U.S. markets. Not to mention end
labour unrest, complete expansion plans,
negotiate new and more lucrative TV and radio
packages, and to modernize the views of the
dinosaurs within the ownership ranks. 

Can anyone, be they a parent, school princi-
pal, CEO, or army officer please everyone? Of
course not. It’s ancient history that the move
towards NHL southern markets led to the
demise of the Jets and Les Nordiques and a
which-Canadian-city is next mentality.

NHL expansion and relocation results, of
course, have been mixed. Atlanta has twice
lost its franchise – first to Calgary and now
Winnipeg. The latter is not the same city that
the original Jets’ left. The economic environ-
ment and outlook is upbeat. People, especial-
ly the younger generation, who have been
exposed to top-of-the-line show business
entertainment at the MTS Centre and football
stadium, and who believe that money is strict-
ly for spending, had little difficulty accepting
NHL prices. That ilk can whip out a credit card
faster than Roy Rogers and Hopalong Cassidy
could draw their guns. 

Don’t forget that Bettman does the bidding of
a lot of millionaire sportsmen. Also remember
that Gary championed the Canadian assis-
tance plan whereby a revenue sharing agree-
ment saw American teams create a money
pool to help support the small-market teams
when our Canadian dollar shrunk faster than a
cheap shirt.

What turned the tide in favour of Winnipeg’s
recent acquisition? It was True North Sports &
Entertainment’s modus operandi. Chairman
Mark Chipman and partner David Thomson
were low key, unlike earlier explorers, such as
Jim Balsillie, who attempted in his loud, brash
manner to secure a franchise for Hamilton. 

Oh, and their marketing strategies have been
unparalleled in the annals of sports anywhere!
My favorite tactic was how they refused imme-
diately to divulge the team’s name. Would it be
the Winnipeg Bagels, Honey Cakes, or
Kreplech? 

If you read this column from time to time
you’ll recall that I maintained all along that
Winnipeg would be in the NHL by the 2011-
12 season. You see, it was that silence I spoke
of that literally gave the aforementioned group
away, plus the press-box upgrades at the MTS
Centre, also that a noted sports personality
shared with me that people were focusing on
the wrong target -Phoenix- when it was Atlanta
all along where the mystery saga would finally
conclude.

Oh yes, I would also get the occasional
horse laugh when I suggested to whomever
would listen that when the franchise returns,
tickets would be as difficult to buy here as they
are in Toronto, where Maple Leaf fans include
them in their wills.

Now, unfortunately, for so many deserving
NHL fanatics in this environ who helped
champion the cause and who are now on a
lengthy waiting list for season tickets, sorry to
say, but the vast majority of you have as much
chance of obtaining them as I have of playing
the leading man in a new movie opposite
Stefani Joanne Angelina Germanotta
………..better known as Lady Gaga.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hock-
ey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7,
e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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GARY BETTMAN: “The NHL is back in a
place we wish we hadn’t left in 1996.”

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

“Of babes and newly born – yet unnamed franchises”

Uniform ruling keeping Orthodox
Israeli out of hoops tourney

(JTA) – The organi-
zation that coordi-
nates European bas-
ketball will not
make an exception
to its uniform policy
for an Orthodox
Jewish player on the
Israeli national
women's team.

Naama Shafir, an
Israeli point guard and a player on the
University of Toledo's women's basketball
team, normally wears a T-shirt under her
jersey for modesty reasons.

Israel appealed to FIBA Europe – the
Munich-based organization that governs
basketball in Europe – for an exemption for
Shafir so that she could participate in the
upcoming European women's basketball
championship. But the group decided to
stick with its usual policy: All players must
wear the same uniform.

The decision is "final," FIBA Europe
spokesman Sakis Kontos told the
Associated Press.

"The global rules of the game clearly state
that a team must be uniformly dressed, and
the rules must always be upheld," he said.

The FIBA ruling means Shafir, 21, will not
participate in the tournament, which
begins on June 18 in Poland.

Shafir, who hails from the town of
Hoshaya in northern Israel,  told the AP she
will not compromise her religious beliefs
and will not play with her shoulders bare.

In April, Shafir scored 40 points to lead
the University of Toledo to victory in the
final game of the 2011 Women’s National
Invitational Tournament, the school's first-
ever postseason tournament champi-
onship. She has been able to wear a T-shirt
under her jersey for her collegiate games.

NAAMA SHAFIR



www.garrysdeli.com
e-mail: lisa@garrysdeli.com or stacey@garrysdeli.com

Ph: 947-9777
Free Delivery

Shops of Winnipeg Square
Call us to order your:
� Shiva Platters

or let us cater your:
� Office meetings & parties
� Holiday & Birthday parties
� Anniversaries  � Brisses

As part of the
Adult Leisure
Programs at
Shaarey Zedek
S y n a g o g u e ,
Reverend Rudy
Fidel of Faith
T e m p l e
addressed the
subject of “Jews
in Cuba” at the
noon hour of
May 30th. Some
25 people came
out for the talk. 

At the event,
the reverend was
accompanied by
wife, Gina, and Oscar Schindler’s great-
niece, Rosemary Schindler (who was in
town to speak about “Schindler’s List” and
Israel today on May 29th at Faith Temple). 

Attendees at the Adult Leisure talk had the
opportunity to learn about Christian donors’

financial contribution to the Cuban Jewish
community, for which the reverend served
as the middle man. The majority of the
donated funds went toward Birthright Israel
trips, enabling Cuban young adults to go
and visit Israel (a country Fidel has led
countless missions to). 
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On Mon., June 6 at 12
noon, at the Gwen Secter
Creative Living Centre,
Nikki Spigelman
addressed attendees
about “Relationship
Matters,” with a particu-
lar focus on healthy
attachment parenting. 

This was part of the
Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba-funded noon-
hour series. 

“We’re born with an
intuitive need to attach,”
said Spigelman, “as part
of the animal kingdom.
When we’re born, our
needs are very basic. 

“As we get older, our brains develop.

Attachment has to do
with our natural instinct,
and the way the brain
works with our emotions,
feelings, and all the
things that make up who
we are. When a mom (or
a dad) is attuned to a
baby’s needs, the baby is
attached. As the child
grows older, it becomes
much more complicated
to be in tune with your
child.”

Spigelman spends most
of her time working as
social worker, treating
traumatized children of a
treatment-based program

(and their families). 

NIKKI SPIGELMAN: “We’re
born with an intuitive need to
attach.”

Ricki Segal featured at Sisterhood Book Club
Taking a little time out to talk

about what life was like back in
the day, on Tues., May 17 at
7:30 p.m., over coffee and
cookies, about eight people
came out to the Sisterhood Book
Club at Congregation Shaarey
Zedek to discuss author Ricki
Segal’s book “My Zayde and
Other Memories of Growing Up
Jewish,” with the author herself,
Segal. 

Recalling what life was like for
her growing up, Segal said, “I
had to take care of my siblings when I was 11. They were two
and eight. I heated dinner for them and fed them. When my
father came home I had to feed him. . . I resented it.”

About why she chose to write her “Zayde” book, Segal said,
“It’s my family history. It’s important to put down on to paper, to record the stories.”

RICKI SEGAL: “It’s my
family history. It’s
important to put down
on to paper, to record
the stories.”

ROSEMARY SCHINDLER, GINA and REV RUDY FIDEL, with other
attendees.

Erica Lasker awarded “Program
Medal” for highest standing in
Arts Advanced Program at the

University of Manitoba
The medal

is awarded to
each of the
students with
the highest
grade point
average in
the General
P r o g r a m ,
A d v a n c e d
P r o g r a m ,
and the
H o n o u r s
P r o g r a m .
L a s k e r
r e c e n t l y
c o m p l e t e d
her fourth year in the Arts Advanced
Program. 

Getting down to the heart of Relationship Matters

Reverend Rudy Fidel reflects on “Jews in Cuba”

Compiled by Rebeca Kuropatwa
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By MYRON LOVE
After four seasons dancing with the Royal

Winnipeg Ballet, Maureya Lebowitz is moving
on. She left for Birmingham, England, at the
beginning of last week and made her debut
with the Birmingham Royal Ballet (better
known to some readers perhaps by its for-
mer name, the Sadler’s Wells Theatre
Ballet) in a production of Coppelia. 

At 21, Lebowitz is one of the youngest
soloists in the history of the Birmingham
Royal ballet company. The other soloists,
she notes, are all 10 to 15 years older than
she is.” 

Lebowitz, who is related to the Berkal Family, came to Winnipeg 10
years ago, at the age of 11, from her home in Montana to study ballet
at the Royal Winnipeg Ballet School. She made her professional debut
in “The Nutcracker” in 2001 and joined the company in 2007 as an

apprentice. At 18, she became the youngest dancer in
RWB history to perform the role of “Juliet”, in “Romeo
and Juliet”. Over the past season, she was second soloist. 

“I have always been interested in watching other com-
panies and in pursuing other opportunities when the tim-
ing was right,” she says. “Over the past few months, every-
thing fell into place for my move to Birmingham.” 
Lebowitz herself started the ball rolling last fall after the

RWB toured Israel, coinciding with the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg’s mission last November. With a couple of weeks of

free time, she decided to go to England, catch some plays and
ballet and arrange some auditions. She auditioned for the Royal
Ballet, the English National Ballet and the Dutch Ballet, in addi-
tion to the Birmingham Company. 

“I was a little nervous as I was going to be dancing with
dancers I have idolized,” she says, “but once we started doing
the warm-ups, I felt quite comfortable.” 

Lebowitz is going to have very little time to settle in
Birmingham, as the ballet company will have
left on its first tour on Monday. The dancers
will be first performing in Manchester, then
returning to Birmingham in mid-June. At the
beginning of July, the company will be per-
forming in Ireland. After that, there will be a
five-week break. 

“Birmingham will be very different from the
RWB,” she says. “It will be a new challenge,
one I am looking forward to.” 

At the same time, she expresses her appre-
ciation of the RWB. “I was nurtured at the
RWB and given incredible opportunities,”
she says. “It’s thanks to the RWB that I am
able to spread my wings.” 

She also values the many relationships she
made in Winnipeg and at the RWB, in partic-
ular that with ballet director Andre Lewis. “I
look forward to coming back from time to
time as a guest artist,” she says. 

LLOOVVIINNGG RREEFFLLEECCTTIIOONNSS OONN YYOOUURR 6600tthh WWEEDDDDIINNGG AANNNNIIVVEERRSSAARRYY

Like sunrise in the morning, 
Your love has seen us through.

In happy times and sad,
We can always count on you.

For being a constant, loving force in our lives,
Your actions ensure our family bond survives.

For being there for us always, 
From when we were young, 
To present day.     

These precious memories we treasure,
You demonstrate your loving support in every way.
How much both of you mean to us, 
Is impossible to measure.

Bar and Bat Mitzvah lessons given at the family rate.
Officiating at our simchas, 
Uncle Gerry, you never hesitate.   

Your powerful voice,
Rings out for all to hear.
The emotional, expressive singing, 
Makes everyone shed a tear. 

On this long, awaited happy day.
Your davening at Michael’s and Gail’s wedding,  
Made the moment even more poignant and special.
Knowing missing our parents’ presence was a difficult thing,
You celebrated with us,
As they exchanged rings.

Happy 60th Anniversary to a couple, whose sweet, strong love,
Is remarkable and towers above most. 
We thank you for the valuable lessons about life, love, and family.
It is to our wonderful aunt and uncle,
And their enduring love that we toast.

We look forward to sharing many more simchas with you
at our sides.
It is Uncle Gerry’s tender, melodic voice,
And Aunt Peril’s wisdom,
We will listen for as our guide.

Happy 60th Anniversary!

We love you!
Steve, Diane, Jason and Jessica Berlow
Gary, Mara, Rachel, and Laura Daien
Michael, Gail, Joshua, and Danielle Daien

MAUREYA
LEBOWITZ:
“It’s thanks to
the RWB that I
am able to spread
my wings.”

Budding ballet star leaves Royal Winnipeg Ballet for 
Birmingham Royal Ballet Company in England

White House awaiting Netanyahu's
response on peace talks

WASHINGTON (JTA) – The Obama
administration is waiting for the Netanyahu
government's response to its efforts to
restart peace talks.

Steve Simon, the top National Security
Council official dealing with Israel and the
Palestinians, told Jewish leaders in a con-
ference call last Friday that the Palestinians
had been "forthcoming" on the terms
President Obama laid out in a May 19
Middle East policy speech, although the
White House was not yet totally "comfort-
able" with the Palestinian side.

Now, he said, the White House was
"waiting to see" what Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's position would be.

Simon said the sides had about a month
to decide, otherwise the Palestinians were
likely to seek statehood recognition at the
United Nations.

Simon said the United States would
block such a move, but Obama adminis-
tration officials have said that even with a
U.S. veto, U.N. recognition of "Palestine"
would damage U.S. and Israeli interests.

Netanyahu has so far resisted accepting
Obama's proposition that negotiations
should be based on 1967 lines, with mutu-
ally agreed land swaps.

Simon reiterated those elements of the
Obama parameters that favored Israel:
secure borders for Israel, and no removal
of Israeli security forces from the West
Bank until the Palestinians have proven
their ability to prevent terrorist attacks; no
negotiations with a partner that includes
Hamas unless it renounces terrorism and
recognizes Israel; an end to all claims;
recognition of Israel as a Jewish state.
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Four generations of Freed & Freed thriving in innovative family hands
By REBECA KUROPATWA 

Winnipegger Marissa Freed
(32) recalled growing up in a tra-
ditional, kosher home, having
Shabbat dinners, with her dad,
Steven, always out working and
her mom, a stay-at-home-mom
for her and her two younger
brothers. 

“My dad’s been in the business
since he was 21,” said Freed.
“He always dealt with us in a
way that taught us business
thinking. . . When we got a time
share for our family in Mexico –
when me and my brothers were
really young – as we sat down
with the closers who started to
really put the pressure on, my
dad sat the three of us down and
had us do the deal.”

When she was 16, Freed’s fam-
ily moved to Israel for a year.
“None of us had been there,
including my parents. It opened
our eyes and made us closer as a family, which was fabulous.”

After returning to Winnipeg, Freed finished high school and went
back to Israel on her own for a year and made friends for life. “Those
two years in Israel were the best years of my life, hands down. It’s the
most magical place. You get off the plane and there’s a spirit and alive-
ness you don’t get anywhere else.”

Freed, who had a passion for fashion from an early age (designing
her own Bat Mitzvah and Grade 12 grad outfits), started with the fash-
ion school route. Next, with a business undergrad scholarship, she
earned a degree in Florida, with a focus on business, followed by an
MBA. 

“I was very fortunate to have a foundation to take my
dream where I wanted,” said Freed. “I have great par-
ents and, in my mind, really scary shoes to fill.”

Freed’s great-grandfather started Freed & Freed
International Ltd. in 1921, originally as a pant factory.
“With each new generation, the company morphed
into something else depending on the available busi-
ness opportunities. 

“I feel very accountable for every decision I make
because it’s reflective of who I am and who my family
is. And I don’t think anyone wants to be the generation
who closes the company doors. . . certainly not me.” 

When Freed’s dad decided to retire, she chose to
return to Winnipeg and take up the helm. Even today,
when Freed wants to consult her dad about a business
matter, he usually responds by saying, “You figure it out
and call me back,” and, at the end of the day, she said
that is how she learns. 

Although Freed has been working at the family busi-
ness since childhood (doing reception and quality con-
trol), she officially took over as Freed & Freed president
about two years ago. Her grandfather, Joseph (96), still
drives to work most days. 

On a daily basis, Freed goes down to the production
line, where she is on a first-name basis with everyone.
“There’s a much more personal relationship with every-
one in the factory than there was in the generations
before me,” she said. 

“At first, no one trusted me. It took time to gain their
respect and trust, and work together bettering our-
selves. It wasn’t like that when I first got here, but now
everyone really feels like they’re contributing, and that
makes them do a better job.” 

After some trying years, the garment industry is gain-
ing ground. “There’s now a large demand for Canadian-
made goods, especially outerwear, which is very excit-
ing,” said Freed. “We have an opportunity to grow sig-
nificantly. The people who’ve made it through the last
few years will be the ones left standing, having with-
stood the test of time.” 

Today, the company continuously bids on govern-
ment projects, and recently won the National Uniform
Association’s Public Safety Uniform of the Year award
for 2011, for its newly designed and developed RCMP
uniforms. 

“Now, we’re also doing a lot more production right

here in our own factory, which is
really exciting,” said Freed.
Currently, much of the company’s
production floor is busy making a
major Canadian brand of down
outerwear. 

Looking ahead, Freed said: “In all
honesty, the sky’s the limit. Anyone
who’s creative and entrepreneurial
needs change and challenge. 

“We have some of our old labels,
names we’ve kept, and in time –
hopefully next year – we’ll have
our own brand again, probably
starting with outerwear and adding
on from there with the dream of
creating a lifestyle brand. . . baby
steps. 

“I’d like to see a fifth generation
take over after me. I hope to make
my father and the industry proud,
and really make a mark for us.” 

MARISSA FREED: “I was very fortunate to have a foundation to
take my dream where I wanted,” said Freed. “I have great parents
and, in my mind, really scary shoes to fill.”



The stock market meltdown in 2008 resulted in some panicked
investors selling all of their stocks at bargain basement prices and
using the proceeds to buy government bonds.  

While government bonds are a relatively safe investment, they
are not entirely without risk. 

Governments have, on rare occasions, failed to repay their
bond holders.  For example, in 1840 the State of Mississippi repu-
diated a seven million dollar debt owed to bondholders for bonds

issued ten years earlier.  After the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution, the communist government
refused to repay European investors for “Tsar Bonds” issued by Tsar Nicholai II in the early
1900s.  In 1960, following the communist revolution, Cuba refused to repay the owners
of bonds issued by the previous regime.  In 2002, the Argentinean government failed to
repay $100 billion to investors in its bonds. 

Could investors in Canadian or American government bonds suffer the same fate even
though Canadian and American bonds are rated AAA?  That the American government
might default had been unthinkable before April 2011 when bond-rating company
Standard & Poor’s sent shockwaves through financial markets by announcing that it was
downgrading the American government’s credit rating from stable to negative.  In June
2011 Moody’s and Fitch independently issued an ominous warning: unless the U.S.
Congress raised the debt ceiling above $14.3 trillion, they would lower the U.S. credit
outlook to “negative.”  U.S. government bonds were no longer risk-free.

It is easy to become complacent about inflation when the rate remains below two per-
cent.  Huge budgetary deficits in the U.S. over the past three years, combined with an
enormous expansion of the money supply (“quantitative easing”), renders the possibility
that serious inflation looms on the horizon quite real.  A second major risk for government
bond holders is that the rate of inflation could exceed the rate of interest, and the greater
the gap between the rates of inflation and interest, the larger would be a bond holder’s
loss.

The most virulent form of inflation  - “hyperinflation” - is defined as a rate exceeding
fifty percent per month.  Hyperinflation
debases a currency to such an extent
that bonds denominated in that currency
rapidly become worthless.  

In the 21st century only Zimbabwe has
been plagued by hyperinflation.
Between 2007 and 2010, the
Zimbabwean dollar collapsed as prices
doubled every day. The price of a cup of
coffee eventually exceeded one-hun-
dred trillion Zimbabwean dollars!
Germany’s hyperinflation of 1923 seems
tame by comparison, since prices dou-
bled every four days.

The country with the dubious honour
of experiencing the highest rate of
hyperinflation is Hungary in 1949,
where at its peak, prices doubled every
15.6 hours.  (The quantitative compar-
isons of hyperinflation were carried out
by Professor Steve Hanke of Johns
Hopkins University).

Several stories circulated about life in
Germany in 1923.  A student ordered a
cup of coffee for five thousand marks
and later ordered a second cup.  The bill
(net of tax) was fourteen thousand
marks.  The waiter explained to the
shocked student that had he ordered
both cups at once, his bill would have
been only ten thousand marks.  

A second story is about a shopper who
came out of a store to retrieve the pile of
money he had left in a wheelbarrow
parked outside the store.  The money lay
strewn on the ground but the wheelbar-
row had been stolen. Can an investor
learn something useful from this story?
Perhaps.  He or she might consider
rebalancing his or her portfolio, switch-
ing from government bonds to wheel-
barrows.

Protecting your assets
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Canadian Jewish, Israel advocacy
groups reorganized

TORONTO (JTA) –
A reorganization and
streamlining of
Canadian Jewish and
Israel advocacy
groups has been
approved.

The boards of the
Canadian Council for
Israel and Jewish
Advocacy and United
Israel Appeal
Federations Canada
earlier this month
green-lighted a major
revamping of commu-
nal organizations.

The new, as yet
unnamed super
agency will assume
the role of Canadian
Jewish Congress, the
C a n a d a - I s r a e l
Committee and other
groups.

For months, Canada's Jewish community has
expressed concerns that the Canadian Jewish
Congress, founded in 1919, would cease to
exist under the changes.

The new organization "will continue the work
of all the agencies that it is succeeding or that
are being folded into it, including the whole
range of traditional Congress activities," Shimon
Fogel, CEO of Canadian Council for Israel and
Jewish Advocacy, told JTA.

Fogel said the Canadian Jewish Congress lead-
ers were involved in the process. "This isn't a
hostile takeover."

As for a name for the new entity, "that's a
process that's still being studied."

Local Jewish federations will also be affected
by the change, Fogel said.

"It transforms the relationship to an explicit
partnership between the federations at the local
level and the national agency in terms of deliv-
ering advocacy service to the community, and
represents an opportunity for the federations to
engage more directly in the advocacy process."

Fogel said he rejects concerns that the
changes reflect a shift away from domestic lob-
bying and more toward Israel advocacy.

"This isn't about changing the agenda. This is
about delivering on that agenda in a more effi-
cient and effective way. Nobody's abandoning
any of the elements of one organizational agen-
da in favor of another," he said.

Hamas rejects Fayyad nomination
for prime minister

JERUSALEM (JTA) – The Hamas-Fatah recon-
ciliation appeared to be in jeopardy after
Hamas rejected Fatah's nominee for prime min-
ister, Salam Fayyad.

Hamas on Sunday rejected Fayyad, the
Palestinian Authority's current prime minister, to
lead the transitional Palestinian government
until elections scheduled for next year a day
after he was nominated by Fatah.

Members of the new government are set to be
appointed this week during meetings in Cairo
between Fatah and Hamas officials, where
Fayyad could still be given the position.

Keeping Fayyad, who is respected by the
West, as prime minister could put donor
nations' minds at ease.

PA President Mahmoud Abbas, who leads the
Fatah party, and Hamas, which runs the Gaza
Strip, signed a reconciliation agreement in May
brokered by Egypt.

SHIMON FOGEL:
“Nobody's aban-
doning any of the
elements of one
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l
agenda in favor of
another."



I met Bernie Bellan, my
editor, the other day at the
Rady Centre and indicated
that I had run out of ideas
that might apply to seniors. 

He suggested, “Why
don’t you write about the
stock market? That could
be of interest to seniors”. 

Whenever I have met a friend who asked me a
question: “Harry, do you think that the stock market
is going to go up or down?”, my answer has been
invariably, “yes” and I haven’t been wrong. 

That’s the key to the whole question. The stock
market, from time to time will go up and invariably
it will go down. The problem is to determine when
to get in and when to get out. For those seniors that
have their retirement income completely depen-
dent on the stock market and who want a steady,
fixed, dependable source of income to meet their
retirement needs, the result could be a fluctuating
capital invested for this purpose. And it’s possible
that you could outlive your capital. 

What would I recommend? First you should have
at least six months of cash in government bonds,
savings accounts etc. and a steady flow of guaran-
teed income that meets your retirement needs,
before you even think of speculating in the stock
market. Second, do not invest any money in the
market that you can’t afford to lose. Many seniors
will panic when the market retreats and sell at a
loss. Investing in the market takes patience, and lots
of it. When the market dropped steeply in 2008, if
you had been patient you could have recovered in
2009, 2010, and 2011. 

The next question would be what do I do if I have
spare cash and want to invest it to make more
money? The answer would be to find a dependable,
knowledgeable financial advisor – one that puts
your needs ahead of his or her own. Once you have

one, keep a record of the advice you received and
monitor the results. 

If you insist on doing the investing yourself (not
highly recommended), gain an education, first,
through seminars, books etc. Find out about price
earning ratios, yield, highs and lows for the year,
just to mention a few of the terms that are relevant
to stock picking. You may want to con-
nect with a reputable discount broker
and he or she could walk you through
the procedure for doing your own
trades. Be prepared to lose money
before you are going to make money.
You will always pay for an education!
Find the meaning of dollar cost averag-
ing and proper use of diversification, in
order to reduce risk. Always look at the
general total profit or loss in your port-
folio. Don’t expect to make a profit on
every trade! Never look back! Learn
from your mistakes. Handle your trades
in a minimum of 100 shares, because it
would be easier to find buyers in those
amounts. If you don’t have enough to
buy at least 100 shares of a chosen
stock, then wait until you do. 

Portfolio management is big business
today. Shop around for recommenda-
tions from friends and associates as to
whom they would recommend with a
proven track record. Compare the fees
and the results, in order to make an
informed decision. It’s a lot easier let-
ting someone
else do the
driving! 
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Weiner requests leave as resignation calls mount
(JTA) – U.S. Rep. Anthony Weiner has request-

ed a leave of absence from Congress in order to
receive psychological treatment amid further
calls for his resignation.

Weiner (D-N.Y.) announced June 11 that he
would enter a treatment center to deal with his
addiction to having online relationships with
women. 

“Congressman Weiner departed this morning to
seek professional treatment to focus on becoming
a better husband and healthier person,” said his
spokeswoman, Risa Heller, according to The
New York Times. “In light of that, he will request
a short leave of absence from the House of
Representatives so that he can get evaluated and map out a course
of treatment to make himself well.”

Heller added that Weiner is carefully considering the calls for his
resignation.

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi on June 11 called for
Weiner's resignation, hours before he announced that he would
request a leave of absence.

“Congressman Weiner has the love of his family, the confidence of
his constituents, and the recognition that he needs help," Pelosi said
in a statement. "I urge Congressman Weiner to seek that help with-
out the pressures of being a member of Congress.”

Calls for Weiner's resignation followed shortly from Rep. Debbie
Wasserman Shultz (D-Fla.), chairman of the Democratic National
Committee, and Rep. Steve Israel (D-N.Y.), chairman of the
Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee.

"It is with great disappointment that I call on Representative
Anthony Weiner to resign,” Wasserman Schultz said in a statement.
“The behavior he has exhibited is indefensible and Representative
Weiner's continued service in Congress is untenable."

A leave of absence is generally granted without a vote and is con-
sidered a formality, according to the online news site The Hill.

ANTHONY
WEINER
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Film and panel discussion focus on Iranian nuclear threat
By MARTIN ZEILIG

At a recent conference in Tel Aviv, ex-Mossad chief Meir Daga
declared that the Israel Defence Forces “could not stop Tehran’s
nuclear program, only delay it,” noted a report in Haartz (Israel won’t
withstand war in wake of strike on Iran, ex-Mossad chief says June 1,
2011).

“If anyone seriously considers [a strike] he needs to understand that
he’s dragging Israel into a regional war that it would not know how to
get out of. The security challenge would become unbearable,” Dagan
said.

“I feel obligated to express my opinion on certain matters. The prime
minister and defense minister are the ones in charge, but sometimes
good sense and a good decision don’t have anything to do with being
elected.”

Then, there’s Iranium, a contentious hour-long 2011 film that “inves-
tigates” the Iranian nuclear program as it relates to strategic threats
against the West, and Islamic fundamentalism in Iran.

Iranium had its local premiere on June 2 at the Asper JCC as part of
a program spon-
sored by the local
chapter of the
Canadian Magen
David Adom
(CMDA). The film
was followed by a
panel discussion
c o n c e r n i n g
Iran/Israel with pan-
ellists Iranian-born
Daniel Ashrafi,
human rights lawyer
and senior legal
counsel for B’nai
B’rith Canada David
Matas, and Iran
researcher Allan
Wise. 

The moderator was
Ron East of Canada
S h e l i / f o u n d i n g
member of CMDA
Winnipeg.

Featuring footage
with Iranian leaders

and interviews with 25 leading politicians, dissidents, and
researchers, the film discusses the Iranian nuclear program, Middle
East policy, terrorism, and nuclear proliferation. Starting with the
Islamic revolution, the film documents the creation of the Iranian
nuclear program and alleged expansion of weapons of mass destruc-
tion.

The film discusses Iranian foreign policy and Iran – United States
relations, including the Iran hostage crisis and the 1979 Iranian
Revolution and takeover by Ayatollah Khomeini in what it refers to as
“the brutal nature of the Iranian regime to its own citizens, and the
Iranian people’s desire to re-join the international community.” 

The film is produced by the Clarion Fund, notes information found
on Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia, which calls Iranium “an
unapologetically one-sided” documentary. 

“It was produced by the same team that produced Obsession:
Radical Islam’s War Against the West and The Third Jihad .

Academy Award nominated (for the 2003 movie, House of Sand and
Fog) actress Shohreh Aghdashloo, who was born in Tehran and now
lives in the U.S., narrates the film.

Some remarks made during the panel discussion:
David Matas: “Iran is a triple threat. It is hell bent on acquiring

nuclear weapons. It violates human rights massively. And it incites to
genocide against the Jewish people. How is the international commu-
nity to respond to this multi-dimensional threat? There are five basic
responses - military, ideological, normative, economic and legal. Iran
does not deny that it is developing nuclear facilities, but claims that
the development is for nuclear energy only. Iran is a major producer
of oil and gas. In light of its large oil and gas supplies, the suggestion
that it needs nuclear development for energy is not credible. 

“Nuclear proliferation is a worry anywhere. It is particularly trou-
bling in Iran because the regime of the mullahs incites to genocide
against the Jewish people. The regime has threatened the Jewish peo-
ple with genocide through nuclear destruction. There is every reason
to believe that a regime consumed with hatred of the Jews would use
nuclear weaponry, once acquired, to inflict yet another genocide on
the Jewish people.

“There is more than one way to end the threat posed by the regime
of the mullahs. The most obvious is regime change. Regime change,
to be real and effective, has to come from within.

“Sanctions delegitimize the regime in the international arena and
cut down on its support at home. Sanctions lead to division within the
regime, some elements criticizing others for generating the sanctions.
This is so almost regardless of the content of the sanctions.”

Now serving breakfast
Completely Renovated Dining Area 

Dine In - Take-Out - Catering
Open 8:00 am daily

Centre St.
Gimli We Deliver 642-8588

PPeetteerr BBjjoorrnnssoonn,,
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Beach, Dunnottar, St. Andrews
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Room 105, 94-1st Avenue,
Gimli MB, R0C 1B1

Phone:  204-642-4977  
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Fax 204-642-8991
Email: gimlimla@mts.net

Information taken from “Iran and The
Bomb: How real is the nuclear threat?”, by
Seymour M. Hersh (article in The New Yorker
June 6, 2011)

“Is Iran actively trying to develop nuclear
weapons? Members of the Obama
Administration often talk as if this were a fore-
gone conclusion, as did their predecessors
under George W. Bush. There’s a large body of
evidence, however, including some of
America’s most highly classified intelligence
assessments, suggesting that the U.S. could be
in danger of repeating a mistake similar to the
one made with Saddam Hussein’s Iraq eight
years ago – allowing anxieties about the poli-
cies of a tyrannical regime to distort our esti-
mates of the state’s military capacities and
intentions. 

“The two most recent National Intelligence
Estimates (N.I.E.s) on Iranian nuclear progress
have stated that there is no conclusive evidence
that Iran has made any effort to build the bomb
since 2003. Yet Iran is heavily invested in
nuclear technology. In the past four years, it has
tripled the number of centrifuges in operation at
its main enrichment facility at Natanz, which is
buried deep underground. International Atomic
Energy Agency (I.A.E.A.) inspectors have
expressed frustration with Iran’s level of coop-
eration, but have been unable to find any evi-
dence suggesting that enriched uranium has
been diverted to an illicit weapons program. 

“In mid-February, Lieutenant General James
Clapper, the director of National Intelligence,

provided the House and Senate intelligence
committees with an updated N.I.E. on the
Iranian nuclear-weapons program. A previous
assessment, issued in 2007, created consterna-
tion and anger inside the Bush Administration
and in Congress by concluding, “with high
confidence,” that Iran had halted its nascent
nuclear-weapons program in 2003. 

“Thomas E. Donilon, Obama’s national-secu-
rity adviser, said in a speech on May 12th that
the U.S. would continue its aggressive sanction
policy until Iran proves that its enrichment
intentions are peaceful and meets all its obliga-
tions under the nonproliferation treaty. 

“Obama has been prudent in his public
warnings about the consequences of an Iranian
bomb, but he and others in his administration
have often overstated the available intelligence
about Iranian intentions, says Robert Einhorn.

“Israel views Iran as an existential threat.
Nevertheless, most Israeli experts on nonprolif-
eration agree that Iran does not now have a
nuclear weapon. A round of negotiations five
months ago between Iran and the West, first in
Geneva and then in Istanbul, yielded little
progress. 

“Mohamed ElBaradei, a Nobel Peace Prize
recipient who is now a candidate for the presi-
dency of Egypt, spent 12 years as the director-
general of the I.A.E.A., retiring two years ago. In
his recent interview, he said, ‘I don’t believe
Iran is a clear and present danger. All I see is the
hype about the threat posed by Iran.’”

How real is the Iranian nuclear threat?



There comes a
time every spring
when my internal
clock tells me it’s
time to buy seeds
and sow. I learned
how to garden from
my late father,
Israel Wise – an

avid gardener. 
My dad would sow his seeds in old waxed

milk cartons. From these lessons learned as
a young girl I have developed the instinct
that compels me to plant all types of seeds,
both sensible and some that may considered
not so sensible seeds. 

Dad got me started on the Winnipeg mail
order seed catalogues and I always imagined
and trusted that those picture perfect orange
carrots and heirloom tomatoes are going to
produce just like the glossy picture. In reality,
each year is trial and error. It is quite easy to
get carried away by the promises on the pack-
ets. Dad grew tomatoes, carrots, peas and
corn, all of which were frozen and used dur-
ing the winter. 

When working on my garden I always get a
sense that my dad is close by, pleased with
effort and results I achieve. I have made sure
to continue the activity with the next genera-
tion, as I often take our grandson for a tour of
the vegetable patch to show what wonderful
miracles our soil produces.

Once the produce is ready to be harvested
here are some ideas that you might like to try.

Happy Fathers Day to all!!!

* * *
FUSILLI WITH CARMELIZED SPRING

ONIONS AND WHITE WINE
Spring onions are those that have been har-

vested early, they look like scallions with
large white bulbs

1/2 cup Panko (kosher crumbs)
3 tbsp olive oil
2 tsp minced garlic
1/2 tsp kosher salt
2 cups thinly sliced
spring onions
1/2 cup kosher dry
white wine
1/4 cup chicken
broth
8 ounces uncooked
fusilli
Fresh ground black
pepper to taste

Preheat oven 375.
Combine panko

crumbs, 1 tbsp oil, 1
tsp garlic salt in a
small bowl.

Spread the mixture
on a baking pan and
bake at 375 for 6
minutes or golden
brown. Stir the
crumbs once while
browning.

Heat a pan with 2
tbsp oil and place
onions. Cook for 15
minutes until golden
brown.

Add remaining gar-
lic and wine. Add the
broth and cook the
mixture for about 4
minutes.

Cook pasta in boiling water till done and
drain

Add pasta to onion mixture and toss gently.
Makes 4 serving.

* * *
In my garden my lettuce and radish is the

first to be picked. I grow fresh herbs like mint,
flat leaf parsley and thyme and dill are my
favourites

ORZO SALAD WITH 
RADISH AND FENNEL

A lemon dressing with mint adds a vibrant
flavour to this pasta salad

8 ounces cooked orzo
1 tbsp kosher salt
1/4 cup fresh lemon juice
3 tbsp olive oil          
1 tsp Dijon mustard
Black pepper
1 bulb of diced fennel
1/2 cup chopped radish
3 tbsp fresh mint
3 tbsp green onions minced
1/3 cup toasted pine nuts

Cook orzo according to package instruc-
tions. Drain and rinse with cold water and
drain again.

Combine lemon juice and next 3 ingredi-

ents in a large bowl and whisk together.
Add orzo, fennel and next 4 ingredients and

toss well to coat. Cover and chill. Top with
the nuts.

Serves 4
* * *

ISRAELI CARROTS
This looks nice as long pieces as a visual

contrast to other dishes that you might serve
on Fathers day.

2 quarts water
1 pound baby carrots trimmed and halved
lengthwise
1 garlic clove chopped
2 tbsp chopped fresh dill
1 tbsp olive oil
1 tbsp orange juice
1/2 tsp cumin
Kosher salt to taste

Bring water to a boil add carrots cook 3
minutes. Drain.

The next step is to place the carrots in a
bowl and add remaining ingredients. Toss.
Serve warm or at room temperature.

Serves 8.
* * *

FRANCINE’S NO OIL GAZPACHO

8 large ripe tomatoes diced small
1 green cucumber, peeled
1 green pepper, seeded and cubed
2 or 3 scallions diced
2 cloves minced
1/4 cup cider vinegar
1 tsp salt optional
1/4 tsp pepper
2 to 3 drops Tabasco
28 oz can vegetable juice

Process in a food processor ingredients in 2
batches add only enough liquid to blend
smoothly. Transfer to a bowl. Add remaining
liquid. Refrigerate overnight.

Serve cold with croutons.
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Father’s Day and the Vegetable Patch
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“Klezmer Kids” now in their seventh year of performing
By SHARON LOVE

The Rockumentary film entitled “The Kids Are Alright” told us not to
worry about the rock band “The Who”. More importantly, however,
Winnipeg’s own “The Klezmer Kids” are much more than all right! On
Friday evening, June 3rd, 2011 at the Eckhart-Gramatte Hall at the
University of Winnipeg, boy, did they rock! An audience of about 60
joined in the celebration of the launch of their second CD “Oy Tate S’is
Gut”.

This young group of musicians has been playing together for about
seven years. Sholem Aleichem Community members Gloria Rathwell and
Daniel Koulack recognized the musical talent amongst the members’ chil-
dren. Koulack then started working with them. To date they have put
together two CDs, and have performed at many local events, including
the Mameloshen Festival of Yiddish Entertainment and Culture, as well as
in Toronto at the Ashkenaz Festival.

After seven years are the kids still kids? The present age range is from 15
to 22 years. They are now high school and university students. Base play-
er Max Fraser-Roberts actually flew in from Ottawa, where he is attending
university, just for this concert. The other group members include Ameena
Bajer-Koulack on violin and vocals, George Bajer-Koulack on vocal and
drums, Anna Blankstein on clarinet, Michael Etkin on piano, Mischa
Decter on violin, and kids at heart Daniel Koulack and Richard Moody –
both on violin.

At the start of the program Daniel Koulack stepped up to the micro-
phone and explained that he was handing off his traditional role of MC to
Michael Etkin. The program included songs from both CDs and Etkin set
the casual tone of the evening with some help from Ameena Bajer-
Koulack.

Early in the program, “Saedeger Khosid” featured Etkin’s nimble piano
playing, as well as the violins which blended well together, both in uni-
son and in harmony. The ever-popular Yiddish standard “Rozhinkes Mit
Mandlen” was followed by an upbeat arrangement of “Abi Gezunt”.
Vocalist Ameena Bajer-Koulack breezed along with her comfortable stage
presence. Many in the audience were gyrating in their seats. The lively
“Funky Freilach” ended with Ameena’s comment about how Klezmer
music too can be funky.

The bold, yet comical themed “Firemen’s Dance” featured the steady
rhythm of drummer Bajer-Koulack. The first 45-minute set ended with
“My Father’s Nign”, with solos by Moody and Decter, and “Ion Dragoy
Tune” with a solo by Blankstein.

As the group took to the stage for the second set, they were greeted with
an enthusiastic round of applause as the audience noticed that the men
had changed from their white shirts to psychedelic t-shirts!

A lively rendition of “Yoshke” led to a moving arrangement of “Mayn
Rue Platz.” Ameena related the verse in English as an introduction to this
Yiddish song. With a strong violin by Moody and dramatic singing by both
vocalists, this number was definitely a highlight of the evening.

“Der Turkisher” was arranged specifically for the group by pianist and
former Winnipegger Marilyn Lerner. With its Middle Eastern lilt we were
reminded of the wide range of Klezmer music. MC Etkin introduced “Bie
Mir Bistu Shein” as one of his many favourites. The audience definitely
enjoyed this jazzy number. Rounding out the evening was the spirited
“Hungarian Tune”. No one missed a beat and the concert ended on a high
note.

While the group performed the Yiddish “Tsukumft” meaning “future”
this writer wondered where the group is going from here. Throughout the
evening, as they easily moved from one number to the next, it was evi-
dent that these young people enjoy making music together. Hopefully, the
standing ovation given by the audience encouraged them to continue to
perform together for a long time.

From left: MISCHA DECTER, AMY BLANKSTEIN and MICHAEL
ETKIN.

From left: RICHARD MOODY, AMEENA BAJER-KOULACK and
GEORGE BAJER-KOULACK. 

Back Row: Daniel Koulack, Richard Moody, George Bajer-Koulack,
Max Fraser-Roberts, Michael Etkin. Front Row: Ameena Bajer-
Koulack, Anna Blankstein. Missing: Mischa Decter.
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Rural Manitoba Mennonite community throws 81st birthday party for
Toronto Jewish Holocaust survivor

By MYRON LOVE 
When Rosenfeld Elementary school

teacher Jackie Nickel introduced her
Grade 5 class to “The Underground
Reporters” five years ago, it wasn’t with
the intention of teaching her largely
Mennonite students in the rural southern
Manitoba school about the Holocaust.

“It was my first year teaching Grade 5,”
Nickel says. “My goal was to encourage
my students in creative writing and I
thought this true story about a group of
Jewish kids in Nazi-occupied
Czechoslovakia creating their own weekly
news magazine for their community might
inspire them.”

It worked. Each year, her students create
their own classroom newspaper detailing
what is going on in their lives. On
Monday, June 6, Nickel and her current
students not only met the only survivor of
that group of Czechoslavakian Jewish chil-
dren, but also – along with the entire Rosenfeld community of about
300 residents – threw John Freund an 81st birthday party complete
with poems and songs, a huge birthday cookie and a cheque for
$1,383 that the students raised to cover the airfare of Freund and his
wife, Nora, (who flew in from Toronto with their son-in-law, Pini
Buium, along with granddaughter and aspiring filmmaker Orlee
Buium).

In accepting the cheque, Freund suggested that the school introduce
a yearly essay contest – the topic being “how to get along with peo-
ple” – with part of the $1,383 going toward a cash prize for the win-
ner.

Freund’s town of Ceske Budejovice – about 120 south of Prague near
the Austrian border – was occupied by the Nazis in the spring of 1938
when Freund was nine years old. The town had a Jewish population of
about 1,000 out of a total population of about 50,000. While living
under Nazi occupation, and no longer allowed to attend school,
Freund and some of his Jewish friends decided to create their own
magazine, a one-page sheet they called “Klepy” (“Gossip” in English)
for the Jewish community. They eventually printed 20 editions.

In the spring of 1942, the entire Jewish population of Ceske
Budejovice was deported to Terezin. John Freund survived Auschwitz
and a death march. In 1948, he was one of 1,000 Jewish war orphans
who were allowed entry into Canada. He completed his education,
became a CA, married (Nora is the daughter of a Czechoslavakian
Jewish family that was able to come to Canada before the war) and
raised a family.

After the war, Freund (who was one of just 35 survivors from the
Jewish community of Ceske Budejovice) learned that the copies of
“Klepy” had been buried for safe keeping and dug up after the war by
a sister of one of the contributors. In 1989, he returned to

Czechoslovakia and was able to make
copies of them.

In 2005, Toronto-based children’s
author Kathy Kacer wrote “The
Underground Reporters” based on
Freund’s story. (He has also published a
memoir of his own called “Spring’s End”.)

Nickel first contacted Freund four years
ago, and they had kept in touch over the
years. While Freund and Kathy Kacer have
spoken in a number of Toronto-area
schools, he was reluctant to travel to rural
Manitoba. That changed, he notes, last fall
when he and his wife were flying back
from a visit to Israel and got to know a
Mennonite couple on the flight who were
from the Rosenfeld area (about 90km
south of Winnipeg). They invited us to
come and visit them,” Freund says.
“When we found out that they live not far
from Rosenfeld School, we decided to
come.”

The Freunds arrived in Winnipeg on the Friday (where they were
hosted by Bernie and Fivie Gunn and their families) and went out to
Rosenfeld on the Saturday. They stayed with Jackie Nickel and her
family. On the Monday morning (June 6), Freund talked to the students
about his war time experiences.

“It was a very good presentation,” Nickel says. “The kids had a lot of
questions.”

For the afternoon, the school had previously scheduled its annual
spring concert with John Freund the guest of honour this year. Among
the presentations were a poem written by the Grade 4 class called
“Friend or Freund”, a poem by the Grade 5 class entitled “Holocaust”
and a rendition of “Alleluia” by the Grade 4-6 choir.

In the evening, Freund spoke to a gathering of Rosenfeld’s adults.
“It’s very important for us as Jews to reach out and educate people

about the Holocaust,” Freund says.
Jackie Nickel says that “it was wonderful having John Freund and his

family with us. He challenged us to be aware of and combat hate and
racism.”

NORA (in red) and JOHN FREUND and JACKIE
NICKEL in front of Rosenfeld Elementary School.
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Restored Auschwitz sign to be displayed indoors
(JTA) – The

iconic sign over
A u s c h w i t z ’s
gate that was
recovered and
restored after a
2009 theft will
be moved
indoors. 

The sign,
which says
“Arbeit macht
frei” – German
for “Work sets
you free” – had been broken into three pieces by thieves working at
the behest of a Swedish neo-Nazi. The sign was quickly recovered
and recently restored. After it was stolen, a replica of the sign was
put over the camp’s gate in its place. 

The replica will remain in place of the original sign while the orig-
inal will be displayed in a planned exhibition hall indoors, where it
will be protected from the elements, a museum spokesman said. The
decision was made by the international council governing the site
on Thursday.
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CLAIRE POSNER
It is with deep sadness

we announce the passing
of Claire Posner on May
21, 2011 at the age of 93.
She leaves to mourn her
sons, Murray (Sue), and
Barry (Sharon), and her
grandsons, Adam
(Christiane), Daniel, and
Cort Posner. She was pre-
deceased by her parents,
Harry and Rose Order,
and her husband Alex

(Lucky) Posner.
Claire was born in Russia and the family settled in

Montreal Quebec. She attended business college and
became a professional book keeper. Claire met her
husband Alex and was married for 30 short years
before he passed away in 1968. She was a widow at 50
years of age. Claire developed a retail dress shop called
Al-Claire Fashions and eventually retired in 1975.

She was a wonderful mother, grandmother and
mother-in-law. Claire always cared and worried about
every one, especially her two boys. She loved to have
us all together for family meals and especially all the
holidays. Mom was always there for us and the kids.
You could go to her anytime to talk about problems and
worries. She always made time for us no matter what
the topic, and was always very supportive. Life will
never be the same without our Claire.

We would like to thank the staff at the Simkin Center
for all their care, especially Teta, Andy, Josie and
Jamie and the medical staff at the Grace Hospital.

The funeral was a graveside ceremony at the Shaarey
Zedek Cemetery with Gerry Daien officiating. We
would also like to thank Ted Kasloff, Aaron Migie, and
Rod Gordon for being pallbearers. Rest in peace Claire
we will miss you forever!!!! Love, your family.

If desired donations can be made in Claire’s name to
any charity of your choice.

MANUEL JOSEPH SILVERMAN
1920 -2011

It is with great sorrow
that we announce the
passing of Manuel Joseph
(Manny) Silverman on
Monday May 16, 2011 at
the Grace Hospital in
Winnipeg. Left to cher-
ish his memory are his
wife, Lillian, whom he
was honored to be mar-
ried to for over 66 years,
his three daughters Karen
(Bill), Merrill and Susan
(Howard), grandchildren
Michael, (Sylvia) Sara,
(Jeffrey), Jonathon
(Sherry), Alexandra
(Matt), Rhona, Aviva and

great- grandchildren Drew, Max, Adam and Lauren.
Manny accomplished many things in his ninety years.

After returning home from his Air Force Service in
1945, he and his brother, Abe, established Silverman
Jewellers, which became a landmark in Winnipeg. He
then went on to embark on a “new career path” which
involved the marketing and design of jewellery at the
wholesale level. This work led him to develop relation-
ships with jewellery retailers who often saw him as a
strong mentor.

When Manny retired, he turned his attention to his
other avid pursuits. His creative energy was directed
towards the creation of stone sculpture which he con-
sidered to be the most exciting of the visual arts.
Leisure time also meant he had time to devote to his
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Once he be-
came proficient in using the computer, he would regu-
larly send e-mails to family members, many of whom
lived outside of Winnipeg. His regular messages con-
tained examples of his leadership and wisdom, which
had an impact on the lives of his entire family.

The family wishes to extend their thanks to Rabbi
Alan Green. Special thanks, as well, to Drs. George and
Joshua and the nursing staff at the Grace Hospital, as
well as to Drs Blank and Rabson for their care and
attention over the years. A very special word of appre-
ciation is also extended to the excellent caregivers who
have provided such devoted care to Manny. Donations
in his memory can be made to the Jewish Child and
Family Service.

HELOISE STILLWATER
(nee GOLDSTEIN)

December 8, 1912–May 28, 2011
(Independent until the end at the Simkin Centre.)

Heloise was predeceased by her parents Reuben and
Minnie Goldstein (nee Tobias) and by her sister Donna
Fenson and brother David Goldstein and her husband
Barney. She is survived by her daughter and son-in-law
Minda and Larry Ginsberg of Toronto, Ontario, and
son, Dr. Lyle Stillwater (Diane Brown) of Visalia,
California. She leaves behind to mourn five adored
grandchildren, Richard, (Amanda), Darrell (Alanna)
and Diana Ginsberg, and Ryan (Amy) and Ariana
Stillwater, and her five great-grandchildren Jacob and
Arielle Ginsberg, and Tessa and twins, Evelyn and
Aaron Stillwater.

Heloise was born in Winnipeg and educated at Argyle
Public School and Kevin High School. She was a
popular student, successful in her studies, and re-
spected by her peers. She was elected President of the
Delta Phi Epsilon sorority. She graduated from the
University of Winnipeg with a Bachelors of Arts
Honours English (1933). Upon graduation, her first job
was in the War Bonds Office. She met and in 1942
married Barney Stillwater. Their children, twins Lyle
and Minda were born in 1950. In 1960, as a result of the
post-war baby boom, she returned to complete a sec-
ond degree at the University of Manitoba, and gradu-
ated in 1968 with a Certificate in Education and re-
ceived her Bachelor of Education in 1972. She thor-
oughly enjoyed teaching and was a Teacher Librarian
at St. John’s Technical School, retiring reluctantly at
age 65. She was a lifelong learner at the University of
Winnipeg for 30 years. She was a lifelong member of
its LIllian Freiman chapter.

Her funeral took place Sunday, May 29, 2011 at the
Chesed Shel Emes Chapel, with interment at the Shaarey
Zedek Cemetery. Donations in her memory may be
made to Jewish Child & Family Service, Winnipeg
Branch attention Elder Care division at 204-477-7430,
or a charity of your choice.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JUNE 15

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SYDNEY
GOLUB

who passed away
May 27, 1991

14 Days in Sivan
— Lovingly remembered by
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ETHEL PADDY

KATZ
who passed away

June 3, 2007
17 day of Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughters,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

Unveiling

The family of
ERNA KIMMEL

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Friday, July 1, 2011
at 11:00 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Deadline for the
June 29 issue of

The Jewish Post & News
is noon

Thursday, June 23

Unveiling

The family of the late
BERY

ROSENBLOOM
Z”L

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, July 3, 2011
at 10:30 a.m.

at the
Bnay Abraham Cemetery

www.garrysdeli.com
e-mail: lisa@garrysdeli.com 
or stacey@garrysdeli.com

Ph: 994477--99777777

Call us to order your Shiva Platters
Free Delivery
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In loving memory of
MORRIS APPEL

who passed away
June 23,1986

16 Days in Sivan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Rose,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SHARON
FILKOW

who passed away
June 17, 2008

— We miss you terribly
Ken, Kevin (Debbie-Jo),
Lainie (Bryan) and Sharon’s
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our
beloved husband, father and

grandfather
NORMAN
LACHTER
who passed away

June 16, 1990
23 Days in Sivan

Loving memories will never die,
As years roll on and days go by,
Deep in our hearts a memory is
kept
Of the dear one we loved and
will never forget.
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Molly,
children and grandchildren.

30th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROBIN and ALLEN GOLDSTEIN
who passed tragically together

June 13, 1981
11 Days in Sivan

— Ever missed, never forgotten and always loved by all who knew
them.

In loving memory of
HARRY

LASKER
who passed away

May 31, 2007
14 Days in Sivan

— Loved and remembered
forever by his wife, son,
daughter-in-law, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MATTHEW

LEMER
who passed away

June 21, 2000
18 Days in Sivan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by Baba Mae and
family.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
CLARA LESZCZ

who passed away
May 24, 1994

14 Days in Sivan
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

PEARL
MANISHEN

who passed away
July 11, 1973

11 Days in Tammuz

In loving memory of
In Memoriam

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

JACOB
MANISHEN

who passed away
May 29, 1956

19 Days in Sivan

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ISRAEL RUBIN

who passed away
June 29, 1943

26 Days inSivan
It is with deep heartfelt sorrow, we especially remember at this time
of the year, our beautiful parents and grandparents for whom no
sacrifice for family and others was too great. They are with us every
day of the year. We shall never forget them.
— Sons Dave and Harold, daughter Lil Cohen, and their
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

TILLIE RUBIN
who passed away

June 11, 1987
14 Days in Sivan

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

LEAH
SCHECHTER

who passed away
June 6, 2004

17 Days in Sivan 5764
— Always remembered by her
loving children and
grandchildren.

SAM
STILLMAN
who passed away

June 18, 1988

In loving memory of

REBECCA
STILLMAN
who passed away

July 8, 2005

In Memoriam

— Always remembered and sadly missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
JOE WORB

who passed away
June 17, 1991

5 Days in Tammuz
— Always in our thoughts.
ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife Geri,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In loving memory of

— Sadly missed by your children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren & family.

In Memoriam

WILLIAM
MINDELL
who passed away

June 3, 1990
10 Days in Sivan 5750

MINNIE
MINDELL
who passed away

May 3, 1986
24 Days in Nissan 5746

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JUNE 22

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SOLOMON

KNIGHT
who passed away

June 26, 1992
25 Days in Sivan

To live in the hearts
You have left behind
Is not to die.
—Loving you forever and
always. Your loving wife Rose,
Paul, Marcia and Ira, Alan
and Brenda, Joshua, Michael,
Sarah, Sean, Sara and Sal.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
DAVID

ROITELMAN
ROY

who passed away
June 15, 1995

17 Days in Sivan
—Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of
DIANA

(DINTZIE)
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
June 13, 1993

24 days in Sivan
— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by her family
and friends.

In Memoriam

DORIS KASS
who passed away

June 28, 1992
28 Days in Sivan

SAMUEL KASS
who passed away

June 27, 2000
24 Days in Sivan

Time goes by but the memories stay
Never more than a thought away
Lovingly remembered every day
No need for words except to say

Sadly missed, forever in our hearts
Your loving children & grandchildren

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MARVIN
LEVINE

who passed away
June 14th, 1993

25 Days in Sivan, 5753
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
BEN MANDELL

who passed away
June 4, 1999

21 Days in Sivan 5759
— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of
SAM NEPON

who passed away
June 9, 1999

25 Days in Sivan
Sadly missed and always in
our hearts
— Forever  remembered  by
his loving wife Pearl, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

12th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LEONARD
REINHORN

who passed away
June 16, 2001

26 Days in Sivan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving wife
Myrna, children, and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

4th Yahrzeit

PEARL
SHUSTER

June 18, 2006
22 Days in Sivan

PHILIP
SHUSTER

June 18, 2006
22 Days in Sivan

—Remembered daily and sadly missed by Wendy, Alan, Laurie,
Jillian and family.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
GERTIE SILVER

who passed away
June 28, 2005
21 Sivan, 5765

—Sadly missed by your
Husband, Children, Grand-
children, Great-grandchildren
and friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

MOLLY
SILVERMAN

who passed away
June 28, 1982

27 days in Sivan, 5764
– Forever loved and deeply
missed by her children,
grandchildren and family.

Irving
Wexler

who passed away
March 1, 1956
18 days in Adar

Sipa
Wexler-Chafetz

who passed away
June 6, 1999

22 days in Sivan

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear parents,
grandparents and great-grandparents

TYE ASPER
who passed away
June 25th, 1990
25 Days in Sivan

ROY ASPER
who passed away

June 2, 2002
22 Days in Sivan

Beautiful memories will always live in the hearts of those near and
dear to you.
— Your loving children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
nieces and nephews.

In loving memory of
HARRY AARON

BORODKIN
who passed away

June 24, 2000
21 Days in Sivan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

11th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BARRY
DEVERE

who passed away

June 4, 2002
24 days in Sivan

You will always be
remembered in our thoughts

and forever in our hearts

With love - always

Your family

In loving memory of
JACK

KOFFMAN
who passed away

June 11, 1993
22 Days in Sivan

We will forever miss
the warmth of his smile,
the goodness of his heart,
and his unqualified love,
support and kindness.
We love and miss you.
— Your loving wife Toby,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

Quebec parents
challenge ban on
day care religious

instruction
TORONTO (JTA) –

Jewish and Catholic
parents in Quebec
have gone to court to
challenge a govern-
ment ban on religious
instruction in govern-
ment-subsidized day
care programs. In a
legal challenge filed
May 31, the parents
say that the province’s
policy violates their
rights to freedom of
religion guaranteed by
the Canadian Charter
of Rights and Freedoms
and Quebec’s Charter
of Human Rights and
Freedoms. Under the
new rules, which came
into effect June 1, sub-
sidized day care cen-
ters may celebrate cul-
tural aspects of reli-
gious holidays, but
may not teach “a
belief, a dogma or the
practice of a specific
religion.” 
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Torah comment

The Jewish Lighthouse 
By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN

Last week, Wednesday June 8 and Thursday June 9, was Shavuot, the
holiday that celebrates the Giving of the Torah. Every holiday is meant
to leave us inspired and reinvigorated, with a fresh new insight into
Jewish life. Shavuot is the time to reflect on how Torah shapes our very
identity as Jews. 

The Talmud attaches more importance to celebrating Shavuot than
any other of the Jewish holidays. Some sages would allow a person to
opt for marking other holidays with prayer and study, rather than food.
But on Shavuot it is absolutely imperative to rejoice with food and
drink. As the famous Talmudic scholar, Rabbi Joseph, expressed it, “If
not for this day, I would be no different than any other ‘Joe’ walking the
streets.” The idea behind his comment is that this is the holiday that
gives us our Jewish identity. 

If we carefully examine Jewish life, we will discover that there is
nothing but the Torah that all Jews share in common. Everything else
about Jewish life has changed over times and varies from country to
country. Our current mode of dress is quite different from the clothing
that was worn in past centuries. And, the food that Jews eat varies from
country to country. Jews of the Orient do not eat gefilte fish, blintzes or
knishes. Nor did Jews eat those foods in ancient times. 

Nor is it language or land that provides us with our Jewish identity. It
was only for a small part of Jewish history that Jews spoke Hebrew. For
many centuries after the destruction of the First Temple by Babylon, the
prevalent language of Jews was Aramaic. For centuries afterwards,
most Jews spoke Arabic. And then, Yiddish was the language of Jews
up to modern times. 

As important as Israel is to Jews, it is not what describes our identity.
Jews were only able to live in Israel for a fraction of our long history.
Jewish history stretches back some three and a half thousand years. The
main body of Jewry resided in Israel 850 years from Joshua’s conquest
until the first exile and another 420 years from Ezra until the second
exile. But for the remaining thousands of years, most Jews were dis-
persed in the Diaspora. 

So what is the common denominator that Jews of all countries and
Jews of all history share in common? What is the golden thread that
binds us all and gives us our Jewish identity? It is the Torah! Anywhere
you go and in every period of history, Jews have shared the same Torah
and observed the same Mitzvot. Shabbat, Kashrut, Mezuzah and
Tefillin are the hallmarks of Jewish identity. 

And that is because the Torah is not changeable. The Torah is the
embodiment of G-d’s wisdom and His will. Just as G-d Himself is eter-
nal and immutable, so is his wisdom. G-d foresaw every future even-
tuality and His wisdom, as expressed in the Torah, contains guidance
to each and every situation. 

So Shavuot, the holiday that celebrates the Giving of the Torah, is the

Yom-Tov that is most central to Jewish life. It is when we reflect how
intimately our lives are intertwined with Torah. 

All this gives us serious reason to challenge those who would discard
or change the way we observe the Torah’s precepts, so that we can
more comfortably fit in with our gentile surroundings. Let’s remember
that attempts to change the Torah undermine our very identity. It’s not
the Torah that needs to change; it is we that should keep our lives in
step with the Torah. 

A battleship had been at sea in heavy weather for several days.
Visibility was very poor with thick fog. Shortly after dark, the lookout
reported, “A steady light is on the starboard bow,” which meant they
were on a dangerous collision course with another ship. 

The captain ordered to signal the other ship: “We are on a collision
course, advise you to change course 20 degrees.” 

Back came a signal, “Advisable for you to change course 20 degrees.” 
The captain was furious. He spat out, “I’m a battleship. You change

course 20 degrees.” 
Back came the flashing light, “I’m a lighthouse.” 
So it was the battleship that changed course. 
A lighthouse does not change course, no matter how powerful the

confrontation. The very purpose of a lighthouse is to be a rock of secu-
rity, an immutable guide of direction. 

Our lighthouse is the Torah. If current trends clash with Judaism, then
it is we that must change course. The Torah eternally provides us with
constant guidance and clear direction. 

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

ASPHALT REPAIR
D.S.S. Driveway
Sealcoat Service

Asphalt Driveways & Lots
Asphalt over concrete

Asphalt repairs
Sealcoating

Hot rubberized crack filling
Landscaping repairs

Free estimates
Call Alvin Merinuk

334-2024

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through me and

receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss
925-7999

e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

WINNIPEG BEACH
Summer luxury!

Modern spacious 3 bdr.
cottage on a scenic lot, near
the Marina, a short walk from

beaches & town.
All the amenities of home.
Features incl. A/C, 4 pce.

bath, D/W, B-BQ, firepit, front
& back cedar decks & lrg.

screened sunroom.
 $850/wk.

Please call 771-9376

COTTAGE FOR RENT

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Piano, Guitar & Voice
Studio

 Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 489-9048.

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

MUSIC LESSONS

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

Advertise  in
The Jewish Post &

News
Call 694-3332

for information.

Tammy is an experienced
piano teacher with a gift for

teaching adults. She is
seeking daytime students.

Call 488-3662.
Why wait any longer?

The music is within you!

PRIVATE PIANO LESSONS

Leak & Basement repairs,
Window Wells, Chimney
Leaks, Weeping Tiles,

Sidewalks & Porch Leaks
Telepost Adjustments

Call 415-6737

REPAIRS July and August
(minimum 2 week period)

153 Maple, Winnipeg Beach
3 bedrooms, fully equipped
 For further information,

call 831-5361

8 yrs. exp. as caregiver
including cleaning, cooking,

laundry - have car
avail. any time of day

References avail.
697-0168 or 619-0859

CAREGIVER

SYNAGOGOGUE SERVICE TIMES
CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE

Friday, June 17. Candle lighting: 9:22. Mincha: 9:15. Schacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 9:20. Shabbat ends:
10:33. Sunday morning service: 9:00. Weekday morning service: 8:00. Mincha/Maariv service for the
week of June 12-16: 9:15. Friday, June 24. Candle lighting: 9:23. Mincha: 9:15. Schacharis: 9:30. Mincha:
9:20. Shabbat ends: 10:34. Mincha/Maariv service for the week of June 26-30: 9:15. Friday, July 3 Rosh
Chodesh Tammuz.

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional Orthodox ser-
vices in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying kaddish to join us for our
twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, June 17 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 9:22 p.m.

Saturday, June 18 - Shelach - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 10:33
p.m. Sunday, June 19 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 20-Thursday, June 23 - morning service
7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

Friday, June 24 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 9:22 p.m.
Saturday, June 25 - Korach - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 10:34
p.m. Sunday, June 26 - morning service 9:00 a.m.

Monday, June 27-Thursday, June 30 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK

561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office. 
Friday, June 17. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.;

Kabbalat Shabbat Alive! with Keyboard 6:15 p.m.; Candle Lighting 9:22 p.m.
Shabbat, June 18 - Parashat Shelach. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Family Service 10:30 a.m.; Evening

Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 10:22 p.m. Friday, June 24. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 6:00 p.m.; Candle Lighting 9:23 p.m.

Shabbat, June 25 - Parashat Korach. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah
10:23 p.m. Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Canadian Holidays 9:00 a.m.
Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297 Burrows, corner of

Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years. Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20
a.m., Shabbos and Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE
Located at 1525 Main Street
Candle Lighting for Friday,  June 17, no later than 9:22 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Shlach. Mincha Service at 9:25 p.m. Shabbat
ends at 10:33 p.m. Daily Mincha/Maariv Services at 9:20 p.m. Candle Lighting Time for Friday, June 24,
no later than 9:23 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at  8:00 p.m. Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m.
Sedra of the Week - Korach. Shabbat Mevarchim. Mincha  service- 9:25 p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:34 p.m.
Daily Mincha/ Maariv Services at 9:20 p.m. Traditional Orthodox Services are conducted and everyone is
invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be holding: June 10,

7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria and Cantor Len Udow. June 11 at 10 a.m.: Shabbat
Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria and Cantor Len Udow. June 17, 7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service lay led by
Ariel Lee with Janet Goetze and Temple Shalom Choir. “Or HaRefuah - A Journey of Healing in Prayer and
Song”. June 24, 8:00 p.m. Shabbat Service lay led by Ruth Livingston with Cantor Len Udow and the
Friday Night Live Band.
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Canadian news
Lawsuit seeks to block Canadian ship in Gaza flotilla

TORONTO (JTA) – A lawsuit filed in Toronto is seeking to block
Canadian participation in the second international Freedom Flotilla to
Gaza. 

Cherna Rosenberg, 68, a citizen of Canada and Israel, filed her lawsuit
June 2 in the Ontario Superior Court of Justice in Toronto against the
Canadian Boat to Gaza and Alternatives International. The complaint
charges the groups with raising funds for and providing material support
to Hamas, which governs Gaza and was declared a terrorist group by
Canada in 2002. 

Under Canadian law, it is illegal to help or support “a designated ter-
ror group,” said Rosenberg’s lawyers, Neil Sher of New York and Ed
Morgan of Toronto, in a statement. 

Rosenberg, who divides her time between Israel and Canada, is seek-
ing an interim and permanent injunction prohibiting the defendants
“from continuing to raise funds, purchasing equipment or supplies, and
purchasing or renting a vessel for the purpose of delivering goods or
funds to the Gaza Strip.” 

According to a statement of claim, which outlines a plaintiff’s cause for
action, the suit also seeks to block the defendants “from sending goods,
funds or any other material support, directly or indirectly, to Hamas or
any of its representatives, and/or from aiding and abetting Hamas by
assisting in bringing imports and exports to and from the Gaza Strip.” 

An umbrella group representing about 100 Canadian organizations has
unveiled plans to send a Canadian boat, called the Tahrir, to the Gaza
Strip as part of the second international Freedom Flotilla.

The flotilla, expected to depart later this month, reportedly will com-
prise some 15 ships from several countries. It comes a little more than a
year after Israeli Navy commandoes stormed the Mavi Marmara, the flag-
ship of an international aid flotilla bound for Gaza, killing nine Turkish
activists. 

“The Canadian boat’s raison d’etre is to aid and abet the terrorist orga-
nization that rules Gaza,” Sher and Morgan said. 

Rosenberg’s lawsuit also seeks $1 million in damages “for trauma and
injuries suffered as a consequence of the defendants’ conspiracy” from
the time she lived in the Israeli town of Sderot, where she “endured the
constant and relentless mortar attacks emanating from Gaza.” 

“During these terrifying attacks, Ms. Rosenberg was forced to seek shel-
ter, along with members of her family and, like other victims of these
wanton attacks, has been traumatized and shocked, suffering from the
serious symptoms of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder,” her lawyers said. 

“The allegations of [the defendants’] conspiracy and working with
those who in fact perpetrated the shellings ... it’s all tied together,” Sher
told JTA.

There was no immediate comment from organizers of the Canadian
Boat to Gaza, which has yet to file a defense of the allegations.

Canadian court OKs extradition of Paris bombing suspect
TORONTO (JTA) – A Canadian court has ruled that a suspect in the

1980 bombing of a Paris synagogue may be extradited to France. 
Hassan Diab, a 57-year-old

Canadian of Lebanese descent,
was arrested in Ottawa in 2008
in response to a request from
France, where he is wanted on
charges of murder, attempted
murder and destruction of
property in the Oct. 3, 1980
bombing.

The bomb exploded outside
the Rue Copernic Synagogue
during a Shabbat service,
killing three French men and
one Israeli woman. Dozens
were injured. 

Though Diab must be surren-
dered under Canadian law, the
Canadian court also found that
France had presented “a weak
case” that makes the prospect
of his conviction “unlikely.” 

Stamps in Diab’s 1980 pass-
port indicated that he was not
in France at the time of the
bombing, The Associated Press
reported. But his handwriting
allegedly appears on a hotel
registration card – evidence his
lawyers have vigorously disput-
ed. 

French analysts compared his
handwriting with that on the
registration card, but three
French handwriting experts tes-
tified that the analysis was
flawed and did not match
Diab’s. 

The appeals process could
delay the extradition of Diab, a
one-time sociology professor at
Ottawa’s Carleton University,
for years. 

“We are gratified that author-
ities in France and Canada pur-
sued this case even 30 years
after the murderous attack on
the synagogue in Rue
Copernic,” Canadian Jewish
Congress President Mark
Freiman said after the ruling. 

“This sends an important mes-
sage – that diligent, committed
authorities will never cease in
their pursuit of justice against
possible perpetrators of terror-
ism and in support of victims of
terrorist acts.”

 TODAH RABAH !

Thank you for making

the 2011 scopus award dinner

an overwhelming success

Under Jerusalem’s Skies
1000 Winnipeggers gathered at the Winnipeg Convention Centre on

May 16th, 2011 to celebrate Joe Bova’s receiving the prestigious Scopus
Award and to raise money for FASD research collaboration between the

Hebrew University of Jerusalem’s Institute for Medical Research Israel-Canada
and the University of Manitoba.

Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University and the Province of Manitoba have each committed
to funding this collaboration with $750,000 over the next 5 years, for a total of $1.5 million

toward better understanding the factors behind fetal alcohol spectrum disorder to improve

of $150,000.

Thank you to our guests and sponsors for your generosity, and to our
volunteers and committee members for their tireless efforts at making this

visit  www.imric.org or call 942-3085.


