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Jewish Federation reaches out to French
Jewish victims of terrorist attack

By BERNIE
BELLAN

In response
to the  terrorist
attacks by
Islamists that
began with
the murder of
12 individuals
at or near the
offices of
C h a r l i e
Hebdo on
T h u r s d a y ,
January 15,
and continued
with the murder of four French Jews who
happened to be in the kosher Hyper Cacher
(Supermarket) the next day, the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg issued the follow-
ing statement:

Jewish Federation of Winnipeg joins
Jewish communities around the world in
mourning the loss of four members of the
French Jewish community, murdered Friday
in a deadly hostage taking at the Hyper
Cacher (Kosher Supermarket) in Paris.

The victims of the attack were: 
· Yohan Cohen, age 22, an employee of

the kosher supermarket.
· Yoav Hattab, age 21, a recent alumni of

the Birthright-Taglit tour to Israel.
· Philippe Braham, age 45, a computer

engineer survived by his wife and four chil-
dren.

· Francois-Michel Saada, age 64, a pen-
sion fund manager and father of two chil-
dren, both living in Israel. 

This recent act of terrorism that threatens
the existence of a community that goes
back to the Middle Ages, follows on the
heels of a series of attacks against Jews in
France including the one on a Jewish day
school in Toulouse in 2012 where a teacher
and three children were brutally murdered
at gunpoint. 

The French Jewish community numbering
some 550,000 people is the third largest
Jewish community in the world after Israel
and the United States. With over seven hun-
dred day schools and hundreds of syna-
gogues, this community has a long and
great history and was the first European
Jewish community to be emancipated. 

In support of the French Jewish communi-
ty, Federation is accepting donations that
will go directly to supporting the families of
the victims and to a long-term fund to pay
for new and enhanced security measures to
protect the Jewish schools and synagogues.
All funds will be directed through the CRIF
(Conseil représentatif des institutions juives
de France) the French Jewish community’s
representative body. Donations can be
made by calling the Federation office at
204-477-7428 or online: Jewish Federations
of Canada | 2015 France Emergency Fund 

JE SUIS JUIF – I AM A JEW 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:
Dr. Adam Bronstone
Chief Executive Officer
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg
abronstone@jewishwinnipeg.org
FOR DONATIONS
204.477.7428

In apprecia-
tion of the sup-
port extended to
the French
Jewish commu-
nity by
W i n n i p e g ’ s
J e w i s h
F e d e r a t i o n ,
Ariel Goldman,
President of Les
Fonds Social
Juif Unifié, the
main French
Jewish social
welfare organi-
zation, wrote the following letter to Adam
Bronstone (translated from the French):

We have read your words of solidarity and
would like to sincerely thank you. We are
deeply touched. Thank you for standing
with us.

Please be aware that we are doing every-
thing in our power to respond, in the emer-
gency, with the means we have, to the
problems facing us. We will take, with the
government and public authorities, the nec-
essary steps following what we consider to
be a turning point in France, to ensure that
community spaces are secured at the level
of the threat.

In addition, the FSJU assists the victims’
families and attempts to provide psycho-
logical response to traumatized members
of the community.

Unfortunately the means of the state
have their limits and we must rely on
ourselves, united Jewish people. After
this terrible tragedy, we must strengthen
as soon as possible the safety of our
schools, our community centres, our liv-
ing spaces.

We urgently need to provide and train
more security guards in front of our
schools.

We need to support the relocations of
hundreds of families living in difficult
neighbourhoods exposed to increasingly
aggressive anti-Semitism.

In the next few days we will be able to
send you a leaflet showing what we plan
to do to bring them  concrete help. 

Moreover, for the Jewish community of
France, the struggle against anti-Semitism
has become, as you know, a major con-
cern for years now.

We realize  with sadness that those ter-
rible events could represent an opportu-
nity to build a strong and efficient
defense against hatred.

We are looking for strong partnerships.
We might also appeal for your financial
support. As you probably know, an
important number of our big donors
have left France and although we put all
our efforts in fundraising among the
members of our Jewish community, we
cannot reasonably expect to collect
enough money to cover our needs.

I hope we will have a chance to discuss
that further in the next few days.

Sincerely Yours,
Ariel Goldman

Heightened security concerns
among Jewish organizations here
By BERNIE BELLAN

The shocking attack on the offices of Charlie
Hebdo, followed by the murder of four Jews in a
Parisian koshes supermarket the next day led many
Winnipeg Jews to voice concerns about security in
our own community.

Given that issues relating to security and what
steps various organizations may be taking or have
already taken to increase security are highly sensi-
tive, it is to be hoped that readers would understand
that community leaders are reluctant to describe
publicly any measures that are either being con-
templated or have already been put into effect.

We did contact various community organizations
and have been assured that the situation is being
treated with the utmost seriousness.

Also, Steve McDonald, spokesperson for the
Cenre for Israel and Jewish Affairs, sent us the fol-
lowing comment, in response to a query from this
writer:

“The horrific antisemitic attack in Europe has cer-
tainly increased the level of anxiety within the
Canadian Jewish community. CIJA maintains close
ties with federal authorities as well as law enforce-
ment across the country. Our National Director of
Security, Adam Cohen, works closely with
Federations, synagogues, day schools, and camps to
review security protocols and adopt measures to
improve awareness and protect community mem-
bers. We have seen no intelligence or evidence to
suggest a heightened threat to Canada’s Jewish
community at this time. That said, police in major
cities have indicated to us that, in the short term,
they have increased patrols near Jewish institutions.
We need to continue enjoying our communal insti-
tutions and living our lives in freedom, while main-
taining security measures and taking precautions
that the Jewish community has always had to take –
regardless of events overseas.”

ADAM BRONSTONE
CEO,Winnipeg

Jewish Federation

ARIEL GOLDMAN
President,

Fonds Social Juif Unifié



By GABRIELLE BIRKNER
(JTA) – The deadly hostage siege at a kosher supermarket in Paris on

January 9 lhas French Jews (and some non-Jews) proclaiming “Je suis
juif,” or “I am Jewish,” in solidarity with the four people killed in the
attack.

Who are the Jews of France? Here’s a primer.
How many Jews are there in France?

About 500,000, the most of any European nation and more than any
other country in the world except for Israel and the United States.
How does that compare to other faith groups in the country?

France is home to some 66 million people; about 80 percent of them
are Catholic. There are also between 5 million and 6 million Muslims,
with many tracing their roots back to the Maghreb, sub-Saharan Africa
and Turkey.
Where do Jews live in France?

Paris and its suburbs mostly, home to as many as 350,000 Jews.
The Marais, in Paris’ 3rd and 4th districts, is the city’s historic Jewish

neighborhood. It remains home to many kosher shops and eateries,
synagogues and religious schools. But the trendy quarter – known
today for its fashion boutiques, gay culture and pricey real estate – is
much less of a Jewish residential neighborhood than it once was.

Jews today live throughout Paris, but particularly in the affluent 17th
district, the more working-class 19th and 20th districts, and increas-
ingly the lively 11th and 12th districts. Hyper Cacher, where Friday’s
deadly hostage siege took place, is situated in the 12th district, on
Paris’ eastern edge. The suburbs of Sarcelles to the north of the city,
Saint-Mande to the east, Creteil to the southeast, and Neuilly-sur-
Seine, a wealthy residential neighborhood to the west of the city, also
have significant Jewish populations.

In addition, there are about 80,000 Jews in the southern French city
of Marseilles, and sizable Jewish communities in Lyon, Toulouse, Nice
and Strasbourg, according to Toni Kamins, the author of “The
Complete Jewish Guide to France.”
How did Jews get to France?

Jews have had a presence in the country at least since the Middle
Ages, though it wasn’t until 1791 that French Jews were granted full

citizenship. (Rashi, the famed Talmud scholar and commentator, lived
in 11th-century France.)

France absorbed more than 100,000 Central and Eastern European
Jews fleeing persecution in the years leading up to World War II.
Today, however, most Jews living in France have roots in Morocco,
Algeria and Tunisia. Some 235,000 Jews arrived from those newly
independent countries in the 1950s and 1960s, and this largely
Sephardic population is widely credited with reviving religious
Judaism in France after the Holocaust.
What happened to French Jews during the Holocaust?

The Nazi German military occupied northern France, including Paris,
from 1940 to 1944. In the southern “free zone,” the Vichy French state was
nominally neutral but actually was a puppet of Nazi Germany. During the
war, some 76,000 Jews from France – including about 11,000 children –
were sent to Nazi death camps. Most of them died at Auschwitz, but
2,500 survived. By 1945, some 235,000 Jews remained in France.
What are France’s most influential Jewish institutions today? 

The Consistoire, which dates back to Napoleonic times, oversees a net-
work of some 500 synagogues and religious sites, such as cemeteries and
mikvahs. The Consistoire, which has a number of local affiliates, also
manages kashrut certifications and elects the country’s chief rabbi. The
majority of Jewish congregations in France – and all of those under the
auspices of the Consistoire – are Orthodox, though there is also a smaller
number of Reform and Masorti (Conservative) synagogues in France.

The CRIF, the Council of Jewish Institutions of France, is a national
federation of dozens of Jewish groups, including philanthropies, social
services organizations and professional associations. The organization
works to fight anti-Semitism and other forms of intolerance, often
closely with political leaders. Supporting Israel and promoting a
peaceful two-state solution are also among its stated priorities.

The UEJF, France’s Jewish Student Union, represents the interests of
some 15,000 Jewish college students. The organization, founded in
1944, is active in social justice issues, Israel advocacy and efforts to
promote coexistence, and it offers meet-ups and travel opportunities
for Jewish students.

France also has more than 700 Jewish schools.
Remind me, what was the Dreyfus Affair all about?

In 1894, Alfred Dreyfus, a Jewish French army captain, was convict-
ed of treason in a case that many considered even at the time to be a
miscarriage of justice. The French writer Emile Zola came to the cap-
tain’s defense with a famous open letter titled “J’accuse,” in which he
accused the French government of targeting Dreyfus because he was
Jewish. Publicly stripped of his rank as thousands of Parisians called for
his death, Dreyfus was imprisoned for several years on Devil’s Island.
In 1899, Dreyfus was pardoned by the French president and released,
and in 1906 a military commission officially exonerated him.
How are French Jews responding to the current surge in French anti-
Semitism?
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French Jewry 101: From Rashi to Dreyfus to Hyper Cacher

Continued on page 7. See “French Jewry 101”.

Celebrate Tu B’Shevat

*ADULT EVENT 

THE SECOND ANNUAL

EVENING 
AMONG THE 

TREES
Join us to celebrate the “New Year for Trees” 

in the tropical rainforest at the 
ASSINIBOINE PARK CONSERVATORY 

55 Pavilion Crescent

Featuring live music and a Tu B’Shevat Seder with 
Shayla Fink and Kinzey Posen

$18 PER PERSON (AGE 18+) 
UNTIL WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4

$25 AT THE DOOR
AND FOR LATE REGISTRANTS

To register and for more information call Etz Chayim at 204-589-6305

APPETIZERS | DANCING | CASH BAR

Brought to you by:

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2015 | 8:00 PM
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Community news

CIJA spokesman gives effective
tips how to advocate for Israel

By BERNIE BELLAN
Steve McDonald is the young

Associate Director of
Communications for CIJA (The
Centre for Israel and Jewish
Affairs), which is the umbrella
organization representing all
Canadian Jewish federations.
Although I’ve spoken with Steve
many times – and have carried
several columns written by him
over the years, it was only quite
recently that I had the chance to
meet with him personally.

The occasion was a meeting of
the Israel Advocacy group that has
recently formed in Winnipeg and
which has been meeting in the
home of Bradley Pollock and
Yolanda Pipini-Pollock. We’ve car-
ried several reports in the paper
about this new group and, as word
spreads of the interesting and use-
ful activities in which it is now
engaged, more Winnipeggers – including a fair number of non-Jews,
have been attending the group’s meetings and have been volunteer-
ing for some of the committees that have now been formed.

As for Steve McDonald, he was in Winnipeg the weekend of
January 10-11, both to speak to members of the Israel Advocacy
group and to attend a Hillel student retreat. When I introduced
myself to him, I said to him: “You look so young.”

McDonald responded: “How old do you think I am?”
I said: “33”. 
He said: “Close, I’m 32, but my birthday is coming up.” (McDonald

suggested I could have another career working in fairs guessing
ages.)

The reason I bring up McDonald’s age though, is that despite his
relative youth, he’s a very experienced lobbyist and political opera-
tor, having been doing that in one form or another in both Ottawa
and Toronto for over ten years. And, as I sat listening to him give a
quite polished presentation during which he listed several very use-
ful points how Jews (and non-Jews) can make a solid case for Israel,
I realized that McDonald is one of the bright young minds who will
form the next generation of leadership within the Jewish community.
(McDonald, by the way, is a convert to Judaism – in case you were
wondering about his non-Jewish sounding name.)

It also occurred to me that, after having recently met Michael
Mostyn, the new CEO of B’nai Brith Canada, who is also relatively
young (40), the new generation of leadership within the Jewish com-
munity has a perspective that is somewhat different from the older
generation. Both Mostyn and McDonald are well aware of the mis-
takes that have been made by Jewish organizations in communicat-
ing with both the non-Jewish and Jewish communities. They both
served as lobbyists for their respective organizations on Parliament
Hill and they are both fully conversant with effective lobbying tech-
niques, including understanding the positions of adversaries and
engaging those adversaries in dialogue at times.

McDonald is also the “go-to” guy for CIJA when it comes to deal-
ing with the media and can often be seen on national television. In
introducing him, Bradley Pollock noted that the Hill Times, which is
an independent newspaper focusing on federal politics, named
McDonald one of the “top 100” lobbyists working on Parliament
Hill.

During the course of his remarks McDonald enumerated a series of
points that he suggested anyone interested in advocating on behalf of
Israel should bear in mind. Some of those points, in fact, might go
against the grain of what supporters of Israel might normally consid-
er to be effective advocacy.

For instance, McDonald said that “as a community we often get
into what I call ‘lawyer mode’ “, i.e. “We think that it’s all about the
facts” as we make a “legal” case for Israel.” Also, “if we can only get
people to appreciate how much we care for Israel, they’ll be on our
side.”

The truth, McDonald suggested, is that very few Canadians are
either interested in what goes on in the Middle East or have any
knowledge of that area. Further, “Middle East stories are of very little
interest to the media.”

STEVE McDONALD: The
average Canadian’s attitude
is: “These guys are never
going to make peace, so
why should I care?”

Continued on page 11. See “Steve McDonald”.



In light of the recent attacks by Muslim ter-
rorists in France, should Jews in Winnipeg be
unduly concerned over the possibility of
some sort of attack right here – in sleepy
Winnipeg?

No doubt that is a question that many of us
have been asking ourselves – as well as pos-
ing to certain community representatives in
the past couple of weeks.

Let’s be honest: Most of us living here are relatively complacent
about the notion that an armed attack will take place here. Winnipeg’s
relative isolation – and the fact that it’s so bloody cold here so many
months of the year, probably spares us from having had potential ter-
rorists move here in the first place.

Yet, as Kasim Hafeez, the fascinating “Muslim Zionist” who now
makes his home in Winnipeg and who serves as a community and
relations officer for B’nai Brith Canada’s Midwest region, told a group
that had gathered at my home on January 15: “Remember – the last
attack against Jews in the United States that resulted in deaths was at
the Kansas City JCC.” Kansas City? Who would have thought that?

Okay – so that attack was the work of a white right-wing nut job, put
Kasim’s point is well taken: When you’re dealing with the kind of ran-
dom and – what is more typical of late – “lone wolf” type of attack,
how can you possibly prevent that type of attack?

Still, I am well aware that a number of individuals have been asking
questions of certain community leaders regarding increased security
measures at Winnipeg Jewish institutions in Winnipeg and – by “insti-
tutions”, I don’t necessarily mean to limit that description to syna-
gogues and the Asper campus. I am told that steps have been taken to
increase security, and that various parties who might be affected have
been or will be consulted with. At the same time though, as I men-
tioned to one community leader in particular, I don’t want to get into
any kind of detail as to what those enhanced security measures might
be within the pages of this newspaper.

The problem, of course, is that any dissemination of information
about enhanced security measure that might fall into the wrong hands
– even within the pages of a Jewish newspaper that may not be wide-
ly read by would-be terrorists, is potentially dangerous. (On that point
I should note that when I occasionally scan analytics for our website
to see where traffic is coming from, I’m surprised at the number of
views our site receives from such places as China. Could it be that, in
China’s ongoing effort to develop the upper hand when it comes to
cyber warfare that there are individuals there whose job it is to scour
every online source of information in the world? I wouldn’t put it past
them.)

There was an inter-
esting congruence of
other certain events in
Winnipeg related to
what happened in
France and that is
conected to the
notion of cyber war-
fare. On Thursday,
January 15, a former
head of Israel’s Shin
Bet, Carmi Gillon,
happened to be here
as a guest of the
Canadian Friends of
the Hebrew
University. Gillon is
now executive chair-
man of an Israeli hi-
tech security firm
known as CYTEGIC. 

Not unexpectedly,
during his remarks
Gillon referred to the
complexity of having
to deal with the new
type of terrorist
attacks, which have
largely been conduct-
ed by individuals or
very small groups that
may or may not have
ties to larger terrorist
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

Gillon’s primary focus, however, was on the ever-growing threat posed
by “cyber” attacks emanating both from rogue governments such as
North Korea and large criminal organizations – on governments and
private corporations.

Gillon noted that the face of terrorism has changed radically over the
years. “We are in a new era of terrorism,” he suggested. “We had two
intifadas with suicide bombers as the main weapon. What Israel did
was to put the fence up, so what did Hamas do? They began to use
rockets to go over the fence. At the end of the day we made the Iron
Dome – so they made tunnels. We still don’t have the technology to
deal with the tunnels totally, but within a year we should have that.

“Now the main weapon in the hands of the terrorists will by cyber
attacks. If you are in Winnipeg, think what would happen if your air-
port is attacked. It would be enough to kill the x-ray machines” (as you
go through security). “Also, they could hit the water supply – cell
phones” – the list goes on.

The point of raising all these fears is that we are living in an entirely
new world – one full of dangers that didn’t exist just a few years ago.

Yet, balanced against all these potential dangers – be they the attack
of a lone wolf or a massive cyber attack, one should inject a note of
realism into the situation. I took a look at the numbers of Muslims in
Canada and where they generally live, and the fact is there are rela-
tively few Muslims in Winnipeg. According to the National Household
Survey of 2011 (The same survey, by the way, that says there are only
a little more than 10,000 Jews in Winnipeg – by religion, that is.), and
the number of Muslims in Winnipeg was only 11,265 in 2011.

Compare that with other cities in Canada: Toronto – 424,930;
Montreal – 221,040; Vancouver – 73,214; Ottawa – 65,880; Calgary,
58,310; and Edmonton – 46,120, and you see that Winnipeg’s Muslim
population is disproportionately small relative to the overall popula-
tion here.

Kasim Hafeez, however, warned of the dangers posed by the incul-
cation of radical ideas among young Muslims by such organizations
as the al-Maghrib Institute which, he said, is financed by Saudi
Arabian money,  which promulgates an extreme brand of Islam, and
which is highly active in Canada. The al-Maghrib Institute is but one
example of an Islamic organization that has exerted great influence
over young, impressionable Muslims, and that has been allowed to
flourish in Canada and other Western democracies.

I might note that having Kasim Hafeez in our midst is a tremendous
bonus. The insights he brings to current situations are extraordinarily
deep, given that he is one of those rare individuals thoroughly
acquainted both with Islamic and Jewish life, as he has experienced
both from the inside, rather than as an observer. Kasim has spoken
with our Israel Advocacy group twice now – and both times he had
listeners totally enraptured as he described what it was like to grow up
as a Muslim hating Jews – only to do a 180 degree turnaround, to the
point where he is now converting to Judaism. 

Myron Love has written about Kasim twice for this paper – most
recently in the December 24 issue, and in our next issue I will give a
much fuller report on what Kasim had to say to our Israel Advocacy
group on January 15. (By the way, anyone is welcome to join this
group. If you would like to add your name to the e-mail list contact
the group at friendsofisraelwinnipeg@gmail.com.)

As we think of our fellow Jews in France – and the horrendous fears
they have of what might be yet to come, it is more important than ever
to remain informed of the realities of the new dangers confronting us.
At the same time though, let’s bear in mind that a great many Muslims
themselves are equally frightened of what is happening. The one thing
we should all seek to avoid, however, is indifference to the new dan-
gers that we are now all facing to one degree or another.

On that note I wonder what has become of the Arab-Jewish
Dialogue - the group that formed several years ago and that was even
honoured by the Jewish National Fund a couple of years ago at its
gala. The premise behind the formation of that group seemed so
promising: Engage in a dialogue - even over highly sensitive issues
and at the very least try to understand the other side’s point of view. 

I haven’t heard much about the Arab-Jewish Dialogue lately. Given
the fact that there was yet another war between Israel and Hamas this
past summer and that each time there’s a flare-up between Israel and
Palestinians hostitlity between supporters of Israel and pro-Palestinians
escalate in Winnipeg as well, I wouldn’t be surprised if the Arab-
Jewish Dialogue has simply taken a prolonged time-out. 

Still, it would be a shame if all the good work the members of that
group accomplished, at least in keeping lines of communication open,
were to be forgotten.

Short Takes
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By MYRON LOVE 
Watching Palestinian Authority President-for-Life Mahmud Abbas

marching in the front line among other world leaders in Paris at the
anti-terror rally over the weekend is the height of hypocrisy - but noth-
ing new for European leaders who are gung ho on the creation of a
Palestinian statelet beside Israel (even though that statelet in fact
already exists). 

But how does the Palestinian man-in-the-street feel about European
support for that Palestinian state?

The answer to that has been provided by one Bassam Tawil, identi-
fied as a Palestinian academic, writing in a recent column online for
the Gatestone Institute.  The answer seems to be thank you – but no
thank you.

“As Palestinians discuss among themselves,” writes Tawil, “far from
the diplomats in their five-star hotels, rather than accept this “gift” that
Europe seems determined to push down our throats, many people
increasingly see no choice but to launch a “Palestinian Spring” revo-
lution. It would not be, as you might think, to rid them of Israel but
finally to rid us of our wretched leadership and corrupt system of gov-
ernment – and to stop the European countries that are imposing this
brutal system on us by financing it.”

He suggests that the Palestinian State, now being promoted in
Europe, “will not only be a threat to the stability of the entire region,
but to us who have to keep living here, as well to those countries in
Europe who promote it”.

Tawil writes that the Palestinians have been fortunate enough to see
from Israel how a democracy works. So, he continues, although a
Palestinian Spring revolution might cause chaos in the region and else-
where for a while, its chances of success are far more assured than in
the other places in the Middle East, where it has been tried but has not
always succeeded.

“We do not want to do this,” he points out, “but, if we are forced by
Europe to have this corrupt dictatorship called Palestine, terrorist
groups such as Hamas, Al-Qaeda, Islamic Jihad, and ISIS will flood the
West Bank in less than week, and our lives will be even worse than
what we have now. We simply do not know what else to do to defend
ourselves from these “Goodists” of Europe.”

He charges that the Palestinian leadership (“which represses people
rather than confers with them”, he adds) would of course deny all this
to the European diplomats. “The Palestinian leaders just want to keep
the funds coming and keep their jobs” he writes. “And of course, the
European diplomats do not talk to us, the man on the street, the frus-
trated rest of us. They only talk to each other, their “counterparts,” as
they call them, in their air-conditioned meeting rooms and hotels.”

He points out that the situation of the Palestinians is not the fault of
the Israelis. “In a weird way,” he notes, “the Israelis are just the other
victims whom the Europeans – in collusion with our leaders – are
manipulating us to hate. The Europeans pay our leaders to shape how
we think. It is a brainwashing that never lets up.”

He points out that the Europeans put their own people on trial for
“hate speech” when they have said nothing but the truth; and yet they
pour millions into non-stop propaganda and bloodthirsty hate-speech
on Palestinian government-controlled TV (“the only kind we have
here”, he notes).

“The truth is,” he notes, “that Mahmoud Abbas’ appeals to world
leaders are to help him circumvent the Israeli government, peace
negotiations and legally binding peace agreements, all in order to
achieve a Palestinian state unilaterally – without having to recognize
Israel as the homeland of the Jewish people and without reaching a
final status agreement with it.

“If European leaders really cared about us, instead of sending money
to us to help rid them of the Jews, they would help us find a better-

leadership – a leadership that would care about the daily lives and
well-being of its people instead of just taking more and more free
money from Europe. The current leadership here, of course, has, as
usual, been seeking to turn these feelings of rising anger and frustra-
tion against Israel. But increasingly the people here see through that
and keep talking about the literally hundreds of millions of euros a
year the Europeans are giving to the leadership and politicized so-
called “human rights charities” to keep it that way.

Refreshing coming from a Palestinian - Tawil writes that the Israelis
are only “occupying” (his quotation marks) the West Bank “because
we – in the form of Jordan – occupied land promised to them, and
then repeatedly attacked them”.

As for the “settlements” issue, he points out that the Palestine
Liberation Organization [PLO] was formed in 1964, before there were
any “settlements”. “So what exactly was it planning to “liberate”?” he
asks. “If you look at any Palestinian map to this day, it encompasses
the entire country of Israel. To the Palestinian Authority and many
Arabs and Muslims, all of Israel is one big “settlement.”

“There never has been a Palestinian state. Ever. The West Bank was
Jordanian, the Golan Heights were Syrian and the Gaza Strip was
Egyptian.

“What is becoming more and more clear is that just about every-
thing going wrong here can be laid at the feet of Europe,” Tawil writes,
“at the feet of the leaders there who fund and cheer on the corruption
and lawlessness which they would not tolerate in their own countries
for a minute, but which they expect us to.”

Palestinian academic opposes European support for Palestinian state under present rulers
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LETTER

Further to story of the Melville synagogue
Dear Bernie,
In the interesting and informative article on the Melville syna-

gogue (JP&N, January 7, 2015) Myron Love noted that when the
synagogue closed in 1970, the bimah was transferred to Temple
Shalom in Winnipeg. I would like to add a follow-up: In our temple
we used the beautiful oak Ark to hold our Torahs, and hung the
pewter ner tamid (eternal light) over the Ark. Later, when our sanc-
tuary was renovated, a modern Ark was placed on the bimah and
the oak Ark moved to the alcove/chapel. But the pewter ner tamid
remains over the new Ark, symbolizing the continuity of old and
new.
David Topper
Former President, Temple Shalom

Hamas: New Charlie Hedbo cover is ‘Zionist lobby’ plot
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Hamas

said the Charlie Hebdo car-
toon of the Prophet
Muhammad on the satirical
magazine’s latest cover was
part of a plot by the “Zionist
lobby.”

“We condemn the latest pub-
lication of ‘Charlie Hebdo,’
which has caricatures offend-
ing the Prophet Muhammad,”
spokesman Fawzi Barhoum
said Wednesday, according to
reports. “The way the Israeli
newspapers have dealt with
the issue, with the blessing of
the U.S. secretary of state, is
clear evidence that there is a
plot, directed by the Zionist
lobby, targeting Muslims, their
culture, and the tolerance
toward them by Western countries.”

In the cartoon, Muhammad is holding a sign with the ubiquitous
show of support “I am Charlie” and a headline in French reading
“All Is Forgiven.”

The issue, which debuted Wednesday with a run of 3 million
copies, was the magazine’s first since a terrorist attack on its Paris
headquarters killed 12. Its publisher said it will print up to 5 million
copies in five languages; the magazine usually prints about 60,000
copies.

The two Islamic extremist brothers who stormed the editorial
offices of the newspaper on Jan. 7 said they perpetrated the attack
in response to what they deemed offensive cartoons featuring
Muhammad. Cherif and Said Kouachi were killed two days later.

Four days after the killings, Hamas said in a statement that it “con-
demns the attacks against the Charlie Hebdo magazine and insists
that the difference of opinions and thoughts cannot justify murder.”

French comedian Dieudonne arrested over Charlie Facebook post
(JTA) – French comedian Dieudonne M’bala M’bala was arrested

for making a Facebook comment in sympathy with the Paris kosher
supermarket gunman.

Dieudonne, who has multiple convictions for inciting racial
hatred against Jews, was arrested Wednesday on suspicion that he
incited to terrorist acts, the French news agency AFP reported.

His statement appeared following the killing of 17 people in three
attacks last week in Paris.

“Tonight, as far as I’m concerned, I feel like Charlie Coulibaly,”
Dieudonne wrote in a takeoff on the French expression for “I am
Charlie.” The expression is being used in support of the satirical
magazine Charlie Hebdo, where 12 people were killed on Jan. 7 by
two Islamist gunmen.



David Greaves
has had two
epiphanies in the
past ten years.
The first came in
2004 while rep-
resenting the
Israeli bob-sled
team at a compe-
tition in

Germany. (Greaves and three other
North American friends founded the
Israeli bobsled team in 2002 – and
became honorary Israeli citizens.)

“I was standing on a hill, with a Star of
David on my back, representing Israel in
Germany,” he recalls of that life-chang-
ing moment. “I felt a sense of pride in
being Jewish. And I realized that I felt a
passion for my Jewish community in
Winnipeg and for Israel and I wanted to
serve the Jewish community in some way.”

Greaves had been working for Manitoba Telecom – and doing very
well – providing customized telecommunication applications for cor-
porate clients. Immediately on his return from Germany, he
approached the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, met with then-CEO
Bob Freedman and was soon working for the Federation. 

Over the next six years, he became the CJA campaign associate
director responsible for financial resource development and the
women’s campaign. Four years ago, he moved to the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba where he was in charge of marketing and
development.

Greaves experienced his second epiphany last summer at the height
of the last Gaza war. He and his wife, Tracy Kasner Greaves, were in
Israel last June with the Chai Folk Ensemble (Tracy is the ensemble’s
managing artistic director) when the war broke out. 

After the touring group came home to Winnipeg, David requested
and was granted two weeks off from work to return to Israel as a vol-
unteer.

“I was working with young kids in the south,” he says of his two-
week stint in Israel. “I was running a bomb shelter. It was a very pow-
erful experience. I realized that – even though I loved working for the
Federation and had learned a lot there - I wanted a work situation
which allowed me more flexibility and more freedom.”

Thus, in September, Greaves tendered his resignation and started
Protexia Creative Philanthropy Solutions. “There is a growing number
of smaller charities and non-profit groups that can use help with
fundraising,” Greaves notes. “These organizations can also use help
with communications and design work. I can bring all that I have
learned through working for the Jewish community to the table. Both
the Federation and The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba have long been
models for other communities and charitable foundations throughout
North America.”

Greaves notes that he initially sent out a large number of emails
announcing his new consulting venture. “I was overwhelmed by the
response,” he says. “People were excited for me. I have yet to have to
make a cold call. I am still responding to organizations that contacted
me for help.”

He reports that he is still doing a lot of work for the Jewish
Foundation. He is also working with the Jewish Heritage Centre of

Western Canada on
the JHS’s 10th annual
Sol and Florence
Kanee Distinguished
Lecture Series
which, this year (in
April) is featuring
Israeli author Ari
Shavit, author of the
controversial “My
Promised Land: The
Triumph and
Tragedy of Israel”.

“I have a few more
really great prospec-
tive opportunities,”
Greaves says. “I am
looking forward to a
great year in 2015.”

* * *
As with David Greaves, Stephanie Levene has built up a substantial

body of work in charitable fundraising. Currently, the University of
Manitoba Asper School of Commerce graduate (she earned her MBA)
– in her role as Associate Vice-President (Donor Relations) at the
University, is overseeing a major fundraising campaign at her alma
mater.

The campaign goal is $500 million over seven years, she reports.
“This will be the largest campaign of this kind ever carried out in
Manitoba,” she says.

The sister of Adam Levene, who is slated to become the next presi-
dent of the Jewish Federation of Manitoba, Stephanie (who herself is a
member of the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba’s Women’s Endowment
Fund) began her working career in the business world as a marketing
executive.

“While the jobs I had were interesting,” she says, “I wasn’t feeling
satisfied with what I was doing. I wanted to do something more ful-
filling.”

What Levene did in order to try to find what she was looking for was
to sit down individually with a couple of dozen friends and interview
them about the type of work they did.

“It was a real education,” she says.
Her journey of self-discovery led her in 2003 to the United Way. She

approached the United Way’s communications people where, based
on her previous experience, she was directed to the director of mar-
keting.

“I was asked what I was looking for in a workplace and what my
career goals were,” she recalls of that interview. “I was encouraged to
sign up for a 14-week Sponsored Executive position. It was an incred-
ible experience. It opened up a whole new world to me. I met a wide
variety of people and learned a lot about myself and our community.”

Just as the term finished, a full time position opened up at the United
Way. Her first position at the United Way was Division Manager,
Resource Development. 

After a couple of years, she was promoted to Senior Manager and
then Director of Campaign and Strategic Initiatives. She served in that
position for five years.

She moved to the University of Manitoba in 2011. “It was an inter-
esting opportunity,” she says of her move to the university. “My posi-
tion here encompassed all aspects of fundraising. We are approaching
alumni all over the world to support this campaign.”

The $500 million campaign, she explains, has five focuses including
more funding for supporting Aboriginal students and graduate stu-
dents, for research, for capital development and for enhancing the
university experience for all students.

Levene reports that the campaign is officially being kicked off next
fall. “The response early on has been very positive,” she says. “We
have had productive conversations with many alumni and people
have been generous.”

She notes that there has been a lot of travel involved with her pre-
sent role – meeting with alumni one-on-one or in groups in cities
where a large number of alumni are located. “Deans and faculty
members often travel with us,” she says.

She says that what she likes about working in the non-profit field is
that she gets to see the best in people. “I enjoy helping people do what
they want to do,” she says.
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Community worker offering his expertise to other non-profits 

STEPHANIE LEVENE: “While the jobs I had
were interesting. I wasn’t feeling satisfied with
what I was doing. I wanted to do something
more fulfilling.”

DAVID GREAVES: “I realized that – even
though I loved working for the Federation
and had learned a lot there - I wanted a
work situation which allowed me more flex-
ibility and more freedom.”



Building Jewish identity – for preschoolers

I walked between my twin three year olds,
holding hands. Leaving preschool, we passed
an older, bearded man wearing a kippah.
One of my boys waved hello.

“Hi G-d!” he said with nonchalance. 
I was loading my guys into the car before I

realized what had happened. I felt flooded
with embarrassment. I spent the ride home
explaining that although there is a divine

spark in each of us….this was not the Almighty, but a rabbi at the
Chabad Jewish Learning Centre. I explained who the rabbi was,
mentioning his grandchildren, who were my sons’ preschool class-
mates.

Then it hit me. They don’t understand theology! Their focus is
mainly dinosaurs, Lightning McQueen and Sesame Street. Once I
got past feeling embarrassed, it was funny.

It got even funnier when I bumped into Rabbi Altein again. I men-
tioned the conversation to him. After all, he had grandchildren –
he’d understand. The Rabbi said he’d heard my son talking, but had-
n’t caught the details. Afterwards, I said something like “I don’t
know, maybe it’s an honour?” With a twinkle in his eye, he replied,
“that’s a lot of expectations. I don’t know if I could handle the
responsibility!”

I feel the same way about parenting Jewish children…sometimes
I’m overwhelmed with the responsibility.

When I was two, I was lucky to go to a liberal Jewish preschool in
Virginia. The rabbi of our congregation, a Holocaust survivor,
enabled his new congregation to offer Jewish learning for all ages,
and he started the preschool in 1970. My mother, an early childhood
educator, was the first director. When I came along a few years later,
I had a place to go – and so did some non-Jewish friends. Those
friends surrounded me with a love of Jewish ritual and learning even
as we headed on to public elementary school. My Methodist friend,
Sarah, was first to speak out in grade one music class during
December, saying “…but where are the Hanukah songs?”

I wanted my kids to have the same strong foundational Jewish
experience. Yet, when faced with the need for daycare in Winnipeg,
Jewish options were few and far between. We were put on the wait-
ing list for the Rady JCC Day Care when our twins were 5 months
old. We were offered one emergency space, with the provision that
I wouldn’t be able to alternate babies in care. Although they shared
a crib at home, they weren’t allowed to share a space at daycare.
Since I wasn’t doing a social experiment where one twin had child
care and the other stayed home with me, we passed up the offer. The
last time I checked in with the Kaufman Child Care Centre, we were
156th on the waiting list. We were very grateful when our boys
turned 2 and Chabad Torah Tots offered us two childcare slots.

I’m an egalitarian, liberal Jew at heart, but I take Jewish learning
seriously. I discovered that those with spots at the Rady Centre Day
Care often signed up before their babies were born, something I
wouldn’t consider. Twin pregnancies are high risk. Jewish tradition
teaches that “it isn’t a baby until it’s born/had a bris, etc.” I wasn’t
about to sign up fetuses for day care, but that’s what the system
encourages.

I think it’s super that Jewish child care spots will be available at the
Grosvenor St. Fire hall someday in the future. That’s great, but the
thing is – a kid is only two years old once. By taking so long to pri-
oritize Jewish day care spots, Winnipeg lost valuable opportunities
to offer kids (and their parents) Judaism when it counts. I’d send my
kids to a Jewish daycare at Herzlia or Temple Shalom – wherever I
could get two spaces and make it work out geographically. With so
much competition for so few spots, many Jewish families send kids
to daycares where they learn about Christmas, Santa, and the Easter
bunny.

My boys correct my Modern Hebrew pronunciation, because they
learn Ashkenazic accents. I remind them that it’s all an accent. They
sound like Winnipeggers, Mommy sounds like a Virginian and
Daddy is from New York.

Reconciling what’s on offer, what we believe and maintaining reli-
gious continuity feels daunting. After bath time recently, I was get-
ting one kid into his jammies and we had an interesting conversa-
tion. He says he is not sure who he is going to marry. He thinks he
will probably marry either his twin brother, Mommy or Daddy. He
wants to have 18 children and he will have them all in his tummy.
He is planning for Rabbi Shmuley (Rabbi Altein’s son) to do the
brachas at his wedding.

Well, ok then. My mother says she will even sit behind a mechitza
for that one. We’ll work out the other details later. 

Joanne Seiff is the author of two books and the mother of
twins. She lives in Winnipeg. 
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Last year, more than 7,000 French
Jews left for Israel, which is more than
triple the number who made aliyah
the previous year. That comes on the

heels of a 91 percent year-over-year increase in anti-Semitic incidents
and a spike in violent anti-Semitic attacks.

The general increase in anti-Semitic incidents – in addition to sev-
eral high-profile attacks such as the 2006 kidnapping and murder of
Ilan Halimi, the deadly 2012 shooting at a Jewish school in Toulouse,
and firebombings of synagogues and Jewish businesses during last
summer’s Gaza war – has created a more insular Jewish community,
according to Simone Rodan-Benzaquen, the American Jewish
Committee’s Paris director.

“I think, to some extent, for a generation of young people, they are
less and less comfortable with their general French secular identity, so
their Jewish identity is more important,” Rodan-Benzaquen said, not-
ing that Jews are increasingly choosing Jewish schools over public
schools for their children.

The majority of French Jews vote for the center-right and center-left
parties. However, a small but growing minority of Jews, fearing anti-
Semitic violence at the hands of France’s Muslim community, have
embraced the far-right National Front. Though its current leader,
Marine Le Pen, has put a more moderate face on the National Front,
her father – the party’s founder – has been convicted of Holocaust
denial and once referred to the gas chambers as a “detail” of history.

French Jewry 101
Continued from page 2.

By

JOANNE SEIFF

Survey: One quarter of British Jews have 
considered leaving due to anti-Semitism

(JTA) – Nearly half of Britons hold an anti-Semitic view and one
quarter of British Jews have considered leaving because of rising anti-
Semitism, two new surveys found.

The surveys were released together on Wednesday by Britain’s
Campaign Against Anti-Semitism, or CAA. The reports came out less
than a week after four Jewish men were killed in a Paris kosher super-
market by an Islamic extremist.

One CAA survey found that 58 percent of British Jews believe that
Jews may have no long-term future in Europe and that over half of
British Jews say that they have witnessed more anti-Semitism in the
past two years than ever. The CAA survey also found that 45 percent
of the British Jews surveyed feel their family is threatened by Islamist
extremism.

Some 2,230 British Jews were given a link to complete the online
survey. Several methods were used to ensure a wide and varied sam-
ple, according to the CAA.

“The results of our survey are a shocking wakeup call straight after
the atrocities in Paris,” Gideon Falter, chairman of the Campaign
Against Anti-Semitism, said in a statement. “Britain is at a tipping
point: unless anti-Semitism is met with zero tolerance, it will grow
and British Jews will increasingly question their place in their own
country.”

Along with showing that nearly half of Britons hold an anti-Semitic
view, the other survey carried out by YouGov for the CAA also found
that one in four Britons believe that “Jews chase money more than
other British people” and one in five believes that “Jews’ loyalty to
Israel makes them less loyal to Britain than other British people.”

YouGov polled a nationally representative sample of 3,411 British
adults between Dec. 21 and Jan. 6.

Some 269,000 Jews live in Britain and equal 0.4 percent of the pop-
ulation.

Dutch university cancels talk on Israel boycott, 
cites Paris attacks

THE HAGUE, Netherlands (JTA) – A Dutch university canceled a
panel discussion on boycotting Israel following the terrorist attacks in
France.

VU University Amsterdam nixed Tuesday’s debate a day before it
was scheduled to take place. The debate, which was organized by a
group called Students for Justice in Palestine, featured three speakers
who are known for positions widely seen as being anti-Israel.

“We observed today that, in light of social unrest tied to the events
of last week, the debate is causing feelings of exclusion and lack of
safety within the university community,” Jaap Winter said in a state-
ment published Monday on the university’s website.

The group said the university’s decision violated academic freedom
and free thought. It held the debate off campus.

On Monday, the Joodse Omroep, a Dutch-Jewish broadcaster, pub-
lished an interview with a Jewish student identified only as Sonja who
said that she was afraid to return to the university when her internship
outside the Netherlands ends.

“I don’t want to come back, and in fact I think it’s a bit scary,” she
said, citing harassment of pro-Israel students and Jews.

On Jan. 5, a Facebook user using the handle Muhammad Seher
wrote on the Facebook page of Students for Justice in Palestine, “Free
Palestine, Vrije Univesiteit Jew-free!”



It was back in
August, 1987 that a
convicted killer from
Stony Mountain
Prison by the name
of Suk Woon Lee led
a group from his
home church, the
Korean Nazarene
Congregation, and
founded Siloam
Mission as an inner
city ministry offering
meals and coun-
selling. 

“From its small
beginnings on Main
Street, today Siloam
Mission serves
2,000,000 meals a
year and we have
8100 unique volun-
teers,” said Floyd Parra, executive director of Siloam Mission. “We do
food services, shelter, employment services, and health services.”

The Mission is also in charge of 85 units of supportive housing. “It’s
really grown to be a wraparound service for many people who’ve
found themselves in a place of homelessness,” said Parra.

Around 2005, a young girl by the name of
Hanna Taylor became involved with the
Mission. Subsequently, with the help of her
family and countless other donors and vol-
unteers, she funded the Hannah Taylor
Emergency Shelter which is located on the
second floor. 

In 2007, the shelter opened its doors at its
current location (300 Princess St.) - and,
with it, a health center with housing units
that were added in 2011. 

“We’re currently working on creating a
30 million dollar front line services center and 161 units of housing,”
said Parra. 

The Mission oper-
ates 110 beds every
night. The Saul Sair
Health Center on the
premises has been a
multidisciplinary vol-
unteer team since the
Mission’s inception,
with general physi-
cians, nurses, den-
tists, optometrists,
massage therapists,
physiotherapists, chi-
ropractors, a podia-
trist, and a pedorthist.
The Mission also pro-
vides counselling.

Recently, Dr. Tejel
Patel began volun-
teering at the Centre.
Seeing the outdated
equipment, she
decided to find finan-
cial backing to get
new equipment. 

Patel and her hus-
band found the
donors to equip the
clinic with 2015-level

equipment for poditry. 

“The podiatrists work alongside the other professionals,” said Parra.
“We have walk-in service for people. We also have nurses that come
in and do foot care other times – so, when they’re in, they do foot care
for folks as well. 

Local supporter and volunteer, Canadian Footwear’s Brian
Scharfstein is a certified Canadian Pedorthist, specializing in care for
complications of diabetic feet. He has been volunteering at the Saul
Sair Clinic since 2008. 

“My family has always been mindful
of those in the community who don’t
have the basic necessities for survival,”
said Scharfstein. “Our homeless prob-
lem, while getting better, still requires
support from the business communi-
ty.”

The Scharfstein Family and Canadian
Footwear have started their own chari-
ty, called, “Fit Feet on the Street,” with
Siloam Mission as one of their most

important projects. “Over the past number of years, our goal has been
to provide footwear to as many patrons as possible.”

“Dr. Tejel Patel is really the podiatrist who led this new [Mission clin-
ic] project,” said Scharfstein. “She and the other podiatrists maintain
the new clinic and we have the opportunity to support them.

“I will continue supporting this fabulous resource in our communi-
ty. I hope we can continue to give the homeless patrons the footwear
they need, and provide Dr. Patel and her team with whatever we can.”

Canadian Footwear continually collects socks, insoles, and footwear
for Siloam Mission patrons.

According to Parra, “The Mission is only 15 percent government
funded, as far as on a cash basis. The rest of it is community funded –
for about 80 percent and then 5 percent is the rent for the housing.
Last year, we would have about 28,000 donors that support us
throughout Manitoba.” 

One Siloam Mission volunteer donor is Shira Bellan (daughter of
Bernie Bellan), who recently held a very successful fundraising drive
that raised $1600, plus a collection of clothes and non-perishable
food. 

On December 18 , Bellan organized a special charity fundraiser for
Siloam Mission, entitled, “Songs for Siloam.”at Maws Beer Hall (111
Princess St.) The event featured music and comedy acts, with all pro-
ceeds going to the Mission to feed and clothe the homeless.

The cover charge for the event was $10 at the door or $5 with a
donation of a non-perishable food item and/long underwear.

A prize draw was held at the end of the night for anyone donating
$20 or more.

Over the years, Bellan has also organized some wonderful variety
shows at assorted venues, often featuring as many as 20 different per-
formers in the same evening.

Last August, she produced a very successful variety show at the West
End Cultural Centre featuring a number of talented Russian-Israelis,
including batonist, Yonatan Orlov.

For over two decades, Siloam Mission has been serving those in need
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REBECA  KUROPATWA

Siloam Mission - at its current
location since 2007 after having moved
from its former Main Street location

Siloam Mission’s DONNA-LYNN BASKIN
Communications Manager in the Mission’s cllinic.
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“From its small beginnings on
Main Street, today Siloam
Mission serves 2,000,000
meals a year and we have
8100 unique volunteers.”
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Yiddish page/Entertainment

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University
Of Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
In my new class on Yiddish culture in North America at the University of Manitoba I

have a nice group of students. Some are graduates of the Gray Academy, others are
Russian Israeli, but the majority are unaffiliated Jews and non Jews. In order to illustrate
what happened to Yiddish when it immigrated to America I chose the popular song “Di
Grine Kuzine” (“The Greenhorn cousin”), about a fresh young immigrant who lost her
youth in the sweatshops of New York. The song is highly critical of the false promise of the
American democracy. In this class students will explore the complex reality of Jewish
immigration to North America through the wonderful world of Yiddish literature, film, and
music. 

Paris attacks loom over 
Golden Globes ceremony

LOS ANGELES (JTA) – Actors including
George Clooney, Kathy Bates and Helen
Mirren wore “Je Suis Charlie” buttons at the
Golden Globes Awards ceremony in memory
of the 12 people killed in the Charlie Hebdo
attack in Paris. 

The terrorist killings in the French capital in
the preceding days, which also included an
attack on a kosher supermarket that killed four
Jewish men on Friday, lent a serious undertone
on Sunday to the usually lighthearted affair
hosted by the Hollywood Foreign Press
Association. 

Among those killed last week at Charlie
Hebdo, a satirical magazine, was the celebra-
ted French Jewish cartoonist Georges Wolinski. 

In the awards, the winner for Best TV Series-
Comedy was “Transparent,” written and direc-
ted by Jill Soloway. The series revolves around
a Jewish family with a patriarch who tells his
three grown children that he is adopting a
female persona. 

The Forward in a headline called
“Transparent” “the Jewiest Show Ever.” 

Maggie Gyllenhaal topped the field for best
performance by an actress in a miniseries or
TV movie for her performance in “The
Honourable Woman.” Gyllenhaal, who has a
Jewish mother, portrays Nessa Stein, a Jewish
businesswoman who tries to bridge Middle
East hostilities by linking Israelis and
Palestinians through a communications net-
work. 

The biggest, though uncredited, Jewish win-
ner of the evening may have been the late
novelist Stefan Zweig (1881-1942), whose wri-
tings inspired director Wes Anderson’s “The
Grand Budapest Hotel,” winner of the Best
Motion Picture-Comedy award. Sharing in the
triumph was Jewish producer Scott Rudin. 

Israel’s entry in the foreign-language film
competition made the shortlist of five finalists
with “Gett: The Trial of Viviane Amsalem,”
chronicling the five-year struggle by an
Orthodox woman in Israel to convince a rab-
binical court to grant her a Jewish divorce from
her husband. “Gett” lost out to Russia’s
“Leviathan,” the story of a working man figh-
ting the corrupt mayor of his town. 

Another finalist, and early favorite, in the
category was Poland’s entry, “Ida,” the story of
a young Polish woman about to take her vows
as a nun who discovers that she is the daugh-
ter of Jewish parents killed in the Holocaust. 

Among the stars attending the Golden Globes
who either carried signs saying “JE SUIS CHAR-
LIE” or, as in the case of Amal Clooney, wore a
button on her bag, were: KATHY BATES, DIANE
KRUGER, and  HELEN MIRREN.



Mega Mission – 
come home to Israel with JNF

The Jewish National Fund is excited to announce a “Mega Mission
to Israel,” taking place from May 12 – May 20, 2015.

Bringing together people from all JNF countries around the world,
this mission is being held in celebration of JNF’s 114 years of
achievements in Israel.

While each country will have its own unique itinerary, participants
from all over the world will join together when participating in spe-
cial mega events.

These special events include a party and concert at an air force
base, a festive evening at the residence of the Honourable Reuven
Rivlin, President of the State of Israel, and a massive rally of support
at the Be’er Sheva River Park with residents of Be’er Sheva, the bor-
der communities of Gaza and many state officials.

“The Mega Mission is an opportunity to show solidarity. Israel has
experienced some difficult times and our presence and support is
needed,” says Rob Berkowits, Executive Director of the JNF
Manitoba/Saskatchewan branch.

“We aim to make the Canadian contingent the largest ever, so
invite your family and friends and join JNF in Israel this spring.”

JNF takes care of the planning and trip details – all you have to do
is come home to Israel.

For more information on joining the Mega Mission, or on our
Mission to Israel (and Poland) from October 18 – November 3, 2015
please contact Winnipeg JNF office at 204-947-0207 or at win-
nipeg@jnf.ca.
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Jewish National Fund 
Tu Bi’Shevat activities

The Jewish National Fund (JNF) will kick off over a week’s worth
of Tu Bi’Shevat activities starting with Tu Bi’Shevat at the Manitoba
Children’s Museum, followed by the second annual Evening
Among the Trees and concluding with the Tu Bi’Shevat Telethon. 

On Saturday, January 31 JNF Manitoba/Saskatchewan Executive
Director Rob Berkowits will be speaking at Congregation Shaarey
Zedek to bring greetings and explain the connection between Tu
Bi’Shevat and the Jewish National Fund.

The ever popular Tu Bi’Shevat at the Manitoba Children’s
Museum will see JNF and Congregation Shaarey Zedek come
together to organize crafts, games, face painting and much more
for families on Sunday, February 1. One of the many highlights
will be planting sunflower seeds in recycled JNF blue boxes,
along with other activities that teach children about trees and
Israel including a giant scavenger hunt, free play and a special
birthday cake for the trees. The cost is $7.50 if pre-registered by
January 25, 2015 with Shaarey Zedek (by calling (204) 452-3711)
or $10 at the door after January 26, 2015.

Evening Among the Trees will take place Saturday, February 7 in
the tropical rainforest of the Assiniboine Park Conservatory at 8:00
pm. This event for adults ages 18+ will feature dancing and live
music by Shayla Fink and Kinzey Posen, along with a Tu Bi’Shevat
Seder. To register, call Congregation Etz Chayim at (204) 589-6305
by Monday, February 2. Tickets cost $18, but increase to $25 for
late registrants and those who show up at the door. This growing
event is co-hosted by JNF, Congregation Etz Chayim, the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg and Congregation Shaarey Zedek.

Finally, be ready to answer our call on Sunday, February 8 as we
hold our annual Tu Bi’Shevat Telethon in the Rady JCC Multi-
Purpose Room from 1:00 pm to 7:00 pm. This year, we are raising
money for security plantings to protect communities along the
Gaza border, which live under constant threat of rocket fire. JNF
will be committing all tree planting efforts to the communities of
Halutza, which will be protected by the physical and visual barri-
er the trees will provide.

Tu B’Shevat, which falls on Wednesday, February 4, celebrates
the new year of the trees. It is fitting that JNF has adopted this hol-
iday as their own following all of the sustainable and environ-
mental work that they have done in Israel over the past 114 years.

“We proudly think of Tu Bi’Shevat as not only the world’s first
earth day, but also as JNF’s holiday. It embodies our dedication to
Israel, and our dedication to ecology, environmentalism and con-
servation,” says Executive Director Rob Berkowits.

Since 1901, JNF has planted over 240 million trees in Israel,
which help maintain forest health, combat desertification, protect
watersheds, and manage water flow.

Ruderman Family Foundation, Chabad partner on
$1 million disability inclusion initiative 

(JNS.org) The
Ruderman Family Fou-
ndation (RFF) will devo-
te $1 million to a new
partnership with the
C h a b a d - L u b av i t c h
movement in order to
help “create a culture of
inclusion” for people
with disabilities in
about 4,200 communities around the world.

According to a press release, the initiative will work to change atti-
tudes within Jewish communities from “doing for” to “working
with” people with disabilities. 

“With emissaries in virtually every Jewish community across the
globe, Chabad represents one of the most extensive and influential
outreach efforts in the Jewish world. … The Lubavitcher Rebbe,
Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson z”l taught that every Jew is equal
and every Jew is a valued member of our community regardless of
their abilities. Our partnership with Chabad will ensure that his
message is embraced by all Jews,” RFF President Jay Ruderman said.

Rabbi Yehuda Krinsky, chairman of Chabad’s educational and
social services divisions, said that “the values of inclusion that the
Rebbe pioneered are inherent to Chabad.”

The RFF, which is based in Boston, previously launched partners-
hips on disability inclusion in synagogues with the Union for
Reform Judaism and the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.
The new initiative with Orthodox-affiliated Chabad means the foun-
dation now has partnerships in all three major Jewish denomina-
tions.



Rather than regarding issues that have
anything to do with Israel as of urgent
importance to the wider community,
McDonald suggested Israel advocates

should “think of those issues as an “out-of-body experience’ “, i.e.
detach yourself from the pro-Israel perspective and try to think how
those issues would be perceived by the average Canadian.

“The real challenge we have is that the overwhelming majority of
Canadians say Canada should be neutral in this conflict”, McDonald
noted. “Canada should take no position” when it comes to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict is what most Canadians would say.

While “25 percent” of Canadians say Canada should “support Israel”
and a “smaller proportion” say Canada should support the Palestinians,
“66 percent” of Canadians say Canada should not take sides. “The
majority of Canadians identify with neither side,” McDonald said.
“They think both are the same.”

In fact there is a high level of ignorance when it comes to the aver-
age Canadian’s knowledge about Israel, he added. In a study done by
CIJA’s predecessor organization (the Canada-Israel Committee), it was
found that most Canadians didn’t even realize that Israel was a democ-
racy, never mind the fact that is the only liberal middle democracy in
the entire Middle East.

Putting it simply, McDonald said that the average Canadian’s attitude
is: “These guys are never going to make peace, so why should I care?”
He added that most Canadians would say: “I don’t have any skin in the
game.”

Yet, there are ways that Israel advocates can influence those
Canadians who are in what McDonald described as the “moveable
middle”. Foremost among those ways is to explain that Canadians and
Israelis have “shared values”, such as “love of peace, democracy, fam-
ily, and freedom.” 

“They want everything you want for your kids,” is how McDonald put
it in attempting to show how one might be able to get someone who is
relatively unaware of what Israelis want understand the situation better.

“You can connect with people in a way that can humanize Israel,” he
suggested.

Turning to the BDS movement (Boycott, Divest, Sanctions),
McDonald was relatively dismissive of that movement’s potential to
inflict much damage on Israel: “If Israel wasn’t defeated by the Arab
boycott of the 1950s and 60s, it’s not going to be defeated by the BDS
movement,” he suggested.

But, in order to counter the BDS movement, it is of vital importance
that Israeli institutions of higher learning continue to forge increased
ties with Canadian counterpart institutions, McDonald said. “Every
time an Israeli university forges an agreement with a Canadian univer-
sity, they (the proponents of BDS) hate it.”

Does it really matter in the long run whether a relatively small coun-
try such as Canada supports Israel, McDonald asked rhetorically.

In fact, “Canada does play an important role on the world stage,” he
argued. “That’s what this conflict is all about: Trying to isolate Israel.”

It may not be readily apparent to Canadian Jews right now what the
dangers are of isolating Israel, McDonald suggested, but “I have a
young daughter,” he added. “When she’s in university and wants to
serve on a committee of some sort,” if the move to isolate Israel con-
tinues, there is a good possibility that she’ll be told she can’t “serve on
that committee because she’s a Zionist.”

McDonald proceeded to offer a series of useful and concise tips to
anyone who is interested in advocating on behalf of Israel:

• “Don’t feed into the complexity of the situation”; that would only
make it more difficult for the average Canadian to understand.

• We need to take the other side’s arguments off the table.” Agree that
Palestinians deserve a “democracy”. “What they don’t deserve is
Hamas.”

• Acknowledge the legitimacy of some Palestinian grievances.
• Say that it’s “not about taking sides”. “Also, the argument that the

other side shot first doesn’t work.”
• “If our first response to Palestinian suffering isn’t empathy, we lose.”
• Point out that Israel did withdraw from Gaza and has always

accepted ceasefires.
• Finally, “when you’re having a conversation with someone about

Israel, have a real conversation. Never defend the indefensible, i.e. set-
tlements.”

McDonald went on to use the argument over climate change as an
example of how to make the case for Israel. If you’re arguing with
someone who denies there is any such thing as climate change,
McDonald suggested, rather than attempting to martial arguments
proving that climate change is real, ask that individual or group to pro-
vide evidence that climate change isn’t happening. 

“At the end of the day, “ however, McDonald conceded, “facts don’t
make a difference…People think and make decisions on a really gut
level.”

There are many positive aspects to Israel’s image in Canada though,
and McDonald suggested that Israel advocates should concentrate on
strengthening the ties that already exist between Israelis and
Canadians. He noted that the two countries already engage in over $1
billion worth of trade each year – something that has been steadily
growing.

“We should get Canadians to buy Israeli products,” he said (some-
thing that is a key aim of the new Israel Advocacy group. We have
already listed several Winnipeg stores that carry Israeli products in this
newspaper and will continue to add to that list in coming issues.)

As far as the media’s reporting on Israel is concerned, McDonald
noted many of the problems that have been pointed out repeatedly by
Israel’s defenders – and which were noted previously, such as a relative
lack of interest by most media in the Middle East and the determina-
tion to remain “balanced” in their coverage.

Still, he conceded that there is a disagreement within Jewish organi-
zations how best to approach the media when it comes to concerns
over perceived “bias”. “Some want to inundate the media with letters,”
he noted. But, “if you use a hammer every time” to make a point, “you
lose credibility, McDonald warned.

“You also want to give them (the media) carrots, not just sticks.” (On
a personal note, I’ve been making the point to as many people as I can
that the Winnipeg Free Press is unlikely to print the vast majority of let-
ters that paper might receive from advocates for Israel and, even when
a letter is printed, you can be sure it will be balanced by a letter that is
equally critical of Israel.)

One of the most effective ways that CIJA has found in providing
media with a point of view that can’t simply be dismissed as pro-Israel
lobbying is by having experienced military personnel, for instance,
explain how Hamas was committing “war crimes” by firing rockets at
Israeli civilians. It’s always more effective having someone advocate
your position when that person has no perceived or inherent interest in
advancing a particular argument.

Further, it is important to attempt to reach out to such groups as
unions and churches and relate to them “as fellow Canadians…and
find a way of bringing them into the conversation.”

No matter all the positive actions that one might be able to take in
making the case for Israel, however, McDonald did inject a salutary
note when it comes to advocating for Israel at certain times, such as the
recent “Operation Protective Edge”: “There’s very little we can do to
humanize Israel during a time of conflict. The work goes on between
conflicts.”

NCJW in the news
“Books for Kids”

Since 2011 National Council of
Jewish Women of Canada, Winnipeg
Section has donated over 1500 books
for their “Books for Kids” project.
Books have been donated to two inner
city schools, Carpathia and Mulvey
School. Rossbrook House, which is an
inner city drop in centre has been the
recipient of over 1000 books.
Rossbrook House creates safe spaces
for children, youth and young adults.
The books are distributed by
Rossbrook House to pre-school, elementary and junior high kids, who
are able to take these books home. Many children might be able to
borrow library books, but do not have books of their own to keep. The
purpose of “Books for Kids” is to ensure that everyone will own books.

If anyone has gently used books they would like to donate, please
contact the Council Office.

Citizenship Court
For over 25 years National Council of

Jewish Women of Canada, Winnipeg
Section have hosted citizenship court for
new Canadians. On November 24,
Winnipeg Section hosted citizenship court
at the Via Rail Station. Representing
Winnipeg Section were secretary of
Winnipeg Section, Heather Gillman, and
Sharon Allentuck, board member and pres-
ident of National Council of Jewish Women
Canada. Over 80 people became Canadian Citizens. After the offi-
cial ceremony, there was a reception hosted by Winnipeg Section.
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Maria Vigna, co-executive
director of Rossbrook
House and two students
looking over the books.

Heather
Gillman(l),

Sharon Allentuck

Steve McDonald
Continued from page 3.
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Over the years, The Freeman Family Foundation Holocaust Education
Centre (HEC), currently chaired by Belle Jarniewski, has offered a vari-
ety of programs and initiatives to the Jewish and broader community
encompassing the many aspects and dimensions of the history and
moral and ethical implications of the Holocaust. In so doing the HEC
has established partnerships with a range of cultural and educational
institutions. The result has been to develop an intellectually enriching
and inspiring dialogue with a wide audience of young and old, Jews
and non-Jews alike and to establish and hone the pedagogical tools
needed to promote Holocaust education and human rights awareness.
The Ogniwo Polish Museum Society (Ogniwo) is dedicated to fostering
awareness of Polish history, culture, traditions, and folklore, as well as
the history of Polish immigrants in Canada. 

Marking 70 years since the liberation of Auschwitz this year, the two
organizations are working together to mark International Holocaust

Remembrance Day (January 27), with a series of events beginning on
January 25 and extending through February 13 (please see advertise-
ment). An internationally acclaimed exhibit from the Berlin-based
Topography of Terror Foundation, a lecture by its curator, Dr. Thomas
Lutz and the North American premiere of a documentary about one of
the many chapters of the tragedy that was the Litzmannstadt Ghetto –
the name the Nazis gave to the ghetto they created in the city of Lodz,
Poland. With some 200,000 Jews crammed into an area of barely over
four square kilometres, Litzmannstadt was the second largest ghetto
after Warsaw. 

The first program will be the North American premiere of a new doc-
umentary film about the operation SZPERA which took place between
5 and 12 September 1942 in the Litzmannstadt (Lodz) Ghetto (the
word “szpera” takes its origin in the German term Allgemeine
Gehsperre, during which tens of thousand of Jewish children and

elderly were taken
away by the Nazi
Germans to be
killed, as they were
considered unwor-
thy for work).
Produced by Polish
film director Piotr
Weychert, the film is
based on interviews
with Jewish sur-
vivors from the
L i t z m a n n s t a d t
Ghetto, now resid-
ing all over the
world.

Weychert, who
was born in Lodz
will be in atten-
dance to participate
in a question and
answer period. His
travel to Winnipeg is
sponsored by the
Consulate General
of the Republic of
Poland in Toronto.
Viewing of THE
GREAT SZPERA will
take place on
Sunday, January 25,
7:00pm in the
Berney Theatre.

On Tuesday,
January 27 a fasci-
nating yet disturbing
exhibit on the
L i t z m a n n s t a d t
Ghetto will open at
the Ogniwo Polish
Museum, 1417 Main
Street. Titled THE
FACE OF THE GHET-
TO, the exhibit,
organized by the
Topography of Terror
F o u n d a t i o n
( D o c u m e n t a t i o n
Center) in Berlin
consists of 50 photos
depicting the fate of
Jews and other per-
secuted groups in the
L i t z m a n n s t a d t
Ghetto. The pho-
tographs were select-
ed from a collection
of 27 photo albums
consisting of 12,000
contact prints in the
National Archives in
Lodz that were locat-
ed by historian Dr.
Ingo Loose and
exhibit curator Dr.
Thomas Lutz. 

The Freeman Family Foundation Holocaust Education Centre of the Jewish Heritage Centre
partners with Ogniwo Polish Museum Society to present exhibit 

and programs on the Litzmannstadt Ghetto

Continued on next
page.



Wednesday, January 21, 2015, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   13

Community news

 

 

 
Homecare and Cleaning Services 

for Holocaust Survivors 
 

New funding available for assistance  
with personal care, nursing care, 

 meal preparation, accompaniment, 
 respite and household chores. 

 
Contact Jewish Child and Family Service to apply: 

All applicants will be screened for eligibility. 

204- 477-7430 
 

Generously supported by: 

 

Jewish Child and Family Service offers
increased homecare for Holocaust survivors
Elderly Jewish Holocaust victims in Canada, the last of their gen-

eration to have endured the horrors of the Nazi genocide, will
receive significantly more aid in 2015, announced Julius Berman,
President of the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against
Germany (Claims Conference).* 

In 2015, total Claims Conference allocations to 11 social service
agencies in Canada will be USD $18.6 million, nearly triple the
USD $6.4 million allocated for 2014, with most of the increase
earmarked for homecare, a top social welfare priority for these
survivors. 

“All Shoah victims should be able to receive the help and sup-
port that they need to live the rest of their lives in dignity, after
having endured indescribable suffering in their youth,” said
Claims Conference President Julius Berman. “This tremendous
increase in funding will directly help many survivors, including
those who need more help at home than they currently receive as
well as those needing care for the first time.” 

The increase stems from Claims Conference negotiations with
Germany, where support for homecare has been an urgent priori-
ty for more than a decade

JCFS is very pleased to be able to offer this increase in funding.
Homecare funded by Claims Conference allocations encom-

passes a wide variety of services, intrinsic to enabling survivors to
remain living in their own homes, in familiar surroundings, afford-
ing them a sense of safety, security, comfort and community. This
will make a huge difference as survivors will be able to access ser-
vices to support assistance with meal preparation, accompani-
ment, respite and household chores

This remarkable increase in funding will enable Jewish social
service agencies, like JEWISH CHILD AND FAMILY Service in
Winnipeg, to continue to support those survivors already receiv-
ing homecare assistance, as well as survivors who find themselves
in need, for the first time, of homecare help. 

PLEASE SEE THE ACCOMPANYING AD FOR INFORMATION
ON HOW TO APPLY

*About the Claims Conference
The Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany

(Claims Conference) represents world Jewry in negotiating for
compensation and restitution for Jewish victims of Nazi persecu-
tion and their heirs. The Claims Conference administers compen-
sation funds, recovers unclaimed Jewish property, and allocates
funds to institutions that provide social welfare services to
Holocaust victims and preserve the memory and lessons of the
Holocaust. For more information: www.claimscon.org. 

They were taken by Jewish
photographers at the request

of the ghetto’s Jewish council. They convey, with great empathy and
compassion, the essence of the daily life of a community that sought
to maintain its pride, respect and integrity in the face of oppression,
injustice and dehumanization. The exhibit photos are accompanied
by quotations from survivors and from the Chronicle of the Ghetto.
Projects such as THE FACE OF THE GHETTO exhibit are essential
for understanding both the depths and heights of the human condi-
tion and the role memory plays in creating a historical conscious-
ness. It is reflective of what historian Michael Frisch defined as the
overriding importance of projects that engage the public and how
these can serve as catalysts for social change. Frisch wrote: “…We
need projects that will involve people in exploring what it means to
remember, and what to do with memories to make them active and
alive…To the extent this is done, we will be seizing an opportunity
not nearly so accessible to conventional academic historical schol-
arship, whatever its virtues: the opportunity to help liberate for that
active remembering all the intelligence, in the way that I am using
the word, of a people long kept separated from the sense of their
own past.” Dr. Lutz will speak about the making of the exhibit and
provide an overview of the Litzmannstadt Ghetto on Wednesday,
February 11, 7:00pm in the Berney Theatre. He has also been invit-
ed to lecture at the University of Winnipeg and the University of
Manitoba during his visit.

It is especially significant and meaningful that these two organi-
zations are working together to present these events. Docents from
the Jewish community and the Polish community as well as volun-
teers who have graciously come forward from interfaith organiza-
tions will be guiding visitors through The Face of the Ghetto exhib-
it. Belle has worked closely with Ogniwo volunteers to bring the
exhibit to Winnipeg. In addition to the Polish Consulate’s sponsor-
ship, Dr. Lutz’s visit has been generously sponsored by German and
Slavic Studies, Faculty of Arts, University of Manitoba and by the
Ridd Institute for Religion and Global Policy, University of
Winnipeg. The Province of Manitoba has contributed a generous
grant to the Face of the Ghetto Exhibit. The Exhibit, at 1417 Main
Street will be open from 2-8 weekdays, and 1-4 on weekends.
Admission to all events is free.

Continued from previous page.

Tu B’Shevat
at the Manitoba  
Children’s  
Museum

Sun, Feb 1, 2pm
45 Forks Market Road

Register:  
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By MYRON LOVE 
Cold blustery January

weather didn’t discour-
age about 70 guests from
accepting an invitation to
come to the residence of
the Lieutenant Governor
of Manitoba – on
Thursday, January 8 – to
celebrate the presenta-
tion of the Lieutenant
Governor’s Award for the
Advancement of Inter-
religious Understanding
to Rabbi Neal and Carol
Rose.

The guests included
representatives of virtual-
ly all religious faiths – Catholic and Protestant, Moslem, Hindu, Sikh and
Buddhist and even a few members of our own Jewish community. The
diversity of the guests was a tribute to Neal and Carol Rose’s successful out-
reach to other faith groups and the resulting close relationships that they
established over their more than 40 years in Winnipeg. (The Roses moved
to St. Louis last September to be closer to oldest son, Rabbi Carni Rose, and
his family.)

The Lieutenant Governor’s Award for the Advancement of Inter-religious
Understanding - which was introduced in 2010 - is presented each year at
a ceremony at Government House to an individual who best embodies
understanding between all religious groups. Previous recipients have
included Lloyd Axworthy, Zane Zalis – the composer of the Holocaust
Oratoria “I Believe”, a Hindu priest, a Metis elder and a member of the
Bahai faith.

In his remarks to the invited guests, the Reverend James Christie, the for-
mer Dean of the Faculty of Theology of The University of Winnipeg, noted
that the inspiration for the award was the late Pope John 23rd who, while
still a priest, helped smuggle Jews out of Europe during World War II. 

“In 2010, a couple of us sat down with his Honour (the Lieutenant
Governor) and discussed the importance of recognizing individuals who

had spent their lives
building bridges
between communi-
ties,” he said. 

“Winnipeg and
Manitoba are the
only places I know of
where people of all
faiths can come
together in peace and
safety. It has been a
fascinating road we
have all travelled and
I am looking forward
to continuing on this
journey.”

He congratulated
Philip Lee (our
Lieutenant Governor)
and his wife, Anita,
for agreeing to spon-
sor this award. He
further reported that
other communities in
Canada and the
United States, parts of
Europe and Australia,
have expressed inter-
est in adapting the
interfaith interactions
here to their own
localities.

In his remarks, the
Lieutenant Governor
noted that “for the
past 40 years, Rabbi
Dr. Neal and Carol
Rose have blazed
new trails of interfaith
activity and under-
standing. Together,
they have served as
the intellectual and
spiritual bridge

between the Winnipeg Jewish community and the other faith groups that
comprise the cultural mosaic of our province.”

Rabbi Allan Green, spiritual leader of the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue,
described Neal and Carol as the “spiritual baba and zaida of the Winnipeg
Jewish community”.

“Neal and Carol had a great teacher in Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi
(who passed away a few months ago) and they were ideal students,” Green
added. Neal and Carol carried on and expanded Zalman’s efforts at ecu-
menism here and elsewhere.”

Over 33 years as a professor of Judaic Studies, Green continued, Neal
Rose had ample opportunity to interact with people of other faiths. Neal
and Carol often represented the Winnipeg Jewish community at Christian,
Muslim and Buddhist events. He pointed out that three years ago, Neal and
Father Sam Argenziano of the Holy Rosary Church in Osborne Village led
a joint tour of Jewish and Christian holy sites in Italy and Israel.

“Carol and Neal have made for a formidable team,” Green said.
“We believe that God sent us here,” Carol said in accepting the Gold

medal. “Over 47 years here, we became whom we were meant to be.”
She spoke of the longtime connection with Zalman Schachter-Shalomi,

their friend and mentor, who was instrumental in getting Neal and Carol
involved in InterFaith dialogue in the late 1960s when they first arrived in
Winnipeg.

“At that time our major dialogue partners were the members of the
Catholic community,” Carol recalled. “That eventually broadened, when
we connected with colleagues in the Department of Religion at the
University of Manitoba and, thereafter, with members of the Faculty of
Theology at the University of Winnipeg as well as members of the Inter-
Faith Pastoral Institute. “We formed deep, long-lasting friendships in those
settings.”

She noted that both she and Neal taught at various churches as well as
at St. Benedict’s Educational Center, where they gave workshops and led a
Shabbaton. 

“Some of our children went to speak at St. Mary’s Academy and also at
the Unitarian Church,” she noted. “We were among the original members
of the Inter-Faith Round Table and other interfaith groups that later
emerged. Many clergy friends joined us for Passover, at our family table, or
at our Rose Alternative High Holiday services.

Neal, she continued, also taught for Bat Kol, a wonderful Catholic group
that studies Tanach, especially Chumash, from a Jewish point of view. He
also taught a course called “Jesus Through Jewish Eyes” for the Catholic
community later for the Lutheran and the Anglican communities.

She herself, she noted, engaged in dialogue with women of faith from
various religious communities, including the Wiccan community. For three
years, she participated in a multi-faith event, held at Riddell Hall, known
as The Asherah Project. Carol was also part of a women’s theological col-
loquium. She also taught for various women’s study groups.

Carol conducted workshops called “Walking The Mother Path” and
“Listening to Our Inner Prophetesses” for retreat centers, churches and
community centers in Canada, the US, Israel and twice in Denmark.

Neal spoke of the many remarkable people that he and Carol have met
through the years through their interfaith activities.

“Last year,” he noted, “I was invited to attend an Islamic Young
Leadership Program where I was introduced as someone the participants
could trust.

“Carol and I are delighted to be honored for our efforts in an area that is
closest to our hearts: Promoting greater inter-religious understanding.”

The ceremony finished with a couple of songs – sung by Aaron Hutton –
appropriate to the tenor of the occasion. They were “You’ll Never Walk
Alone”, from “Carousel”, and “What a Wonderful World”.

Carol and Neal Rose return to Winnipeg to receive prestigious award
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CAROL and NEAL ROSE with gold medal.
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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l-r The Reverend James Christie (chair of the awards committee),
Rabbi Alan Green, Carol and Neal Rose and Lieutenant Governor
Philip Lee. 
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The Rady JCC Presents:

Zooming In
Dr. Brian Goldman: The Secret Language of Doctors

The Rady JCC presents Dr.  Brian Goldman, Sunday, February 1st
at 7:00 p.m. Dr Goldman has enjoyed success in not jsut one, but
several adrenaline-pumping careers. Goldman is a highly regarded
emergency physician at Mount Sinai Hospital in Toronto.  He is also
the host of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation’s award-winning
radio show “White Coat, Black Art”, where he takes listeners behind
the scenes of hospitals and doctors’ offices.  Goldman unpacks and
demystifies what goes on inside medicine’s sliding doors – with edgy
topics that include the whistle blowing in health care, burnout
among health professionals, racism in health care and how to get to
the head of the line in health care.

Goldman is on a lifelong campaign to confront medical errors and
create a culture of safety for patients.   He has proven unafraid of
using his own medical mistakes for examples, in showing how doc-
tors can improve. His TEDtalk – “Doctors Make Mistakes. Can We
Talk About That?” has been watched by close to a million viewers,
and has been featured in The Huffington Post and NPR’s TED Radio
Hour.

Dr. Goldman has worked as a health reporter for The National,
CBC Television’s flagship news program, for CBC-TV’s The Health
Show, and served as senior production executive during the launch
year of Discovery Health Channel, Canada’s only 24-hour channel
devoted to health programming.

He is the author of the bestselling book “The Night Shift:  Real Life
in the ER”, which takes readers through giddying heights and crash-
ing lows as Goldman works through a typical night shift in one of
Canada’s busiest ERs.   His new book, “The Secret Language of
Doctors” is a biting look at medical slang.   The book cracks the
coded words doctors use in hospital elevators and hallways that
reveal what the doctor really thinks about your mother’s obesity, your
grandfather’s dementia or her colleague’s competence. Often funny
and always revealing, “The Secret Language of Doctors” reveals
deep flaws in modern medical culture, and how to fix them.

Sunday, February 1st at 7:00 p.m.
The Rady JCC, Berney Theatre, 123 Doncaster Street

Tickets $5 M / $7 NM
Tickets available at www.radyjcc.com, in person, 

or by calling 204-477-7510

Former head of Shin Bet visits Winnipeg as guest
of Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University

By BERNIE BELLAN
On Thursday, January 15, the Winnipeg branch of Canadian Friends

of the Hebrew University hosted a luncheon in the boardroom of the
law firm of Thompson Dorfman Sweatman for former Shin Bet head
Carmi Gillon and current executive head of the Israeli cybertech secu-
rity firm CYTEGIC, along with CYTEGIC CEO Shay Zandani.

Gillon is also a former Vice-President of External Relations for the
Hebrew University, as well as a former Israeli ambassador to Denmark
and a former mayor of Mevaseret Zion.

During his remarks Gillon noted that he is highly critical of current
Israeli government policies in many respects. (Gillon was one of the
five former Shin Bet heads who were featured in the well-known and
controversial film, “The Gatekeepers”. In that film each former Shin
Bet head expressed strong criticism of Israeli policies on the West
Bank. Gillon said, however, that “if Israel has a future it will be in spite
of our bad politics, but thanks to our young generation.”

(l-r): CARMI GILLON, CFHU National President MURRAY PALAY,
and SHAY ZANDANI

(l-r): CARMI GILLON, Winnipeg CFHU  Executive Director
SHARON ZALIK, Winnipeg CFHU President MARGARET SHUCK-
ETT, and SHAY ZANDANI
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Sports

Don’t know how I
missed it, but I
learned recently that
LARRY ZEIDEL, a
rugged former
Philadelphia Flyers’
defenceman who
became famous, or
should I say infa-
mous, for a bloody,

stick-swinging incident with Eddie Shack
over an anti-Semitic remark in 1968 died
this past June in a Pennsylvania Hospital at
age 86 after having battled congestive heart
failure and kidney problems.

The Jewish skater was described as being tough as nails and one of
the games best fighters, but off the ice a total gentleman. The 5’ 11”
and 185 pound Zeidel spent most of his career in the minors, but
played parts of five seasons in the NHL.

The 1967 NHL expansion draft, whereby six teams were added to
the NHL, gave Larry the opportunity to escape the AHL, where he
played in over 700 games, primarily with the Hershey Bears. The
Rock, as he was named, finished his career at age 39. Zeidel did how-
ever play in 158 games under the big top: Red Wings 28, Chicago 64
and Philadelphia 66. Points total, a goal and three assists. 

There is an old adage that head coaches are hired to be fired and
for most of the fallen it surely must be an extremely unbearable expe-
rience. And so it was that on December 29th, just 48 hours prior to
the dawning of New Year 2015, MARC TRESTMAN became an ex-

Chicago Bear, who is at present
fielding offers as an offensive
coordinator for other NFL
teams. Talk is that at least three
offers are already on the table.

Year one saw Marc’s team
wrack up an 8-8 record thanks
to Chicago’s much improved
offence. In 2014, however, the
team’s rock-bottom defence
was embarrassing and Chicago
won but five of 16 games.. In
summation, the five-year ex-
Montreal Alouettes’ head
coach’s stay in the Windy City

had reached 13-19 and both Trestman, who won two consecutive
Grey Cups, and GM Phil Emery were shown the door. So far all the
failed duo needs is two more for Mahjong.

This past fall former basketball coach of Maccabi Tel Aviv, Israeli-
American DAVID BLATT, 55, was signed as head coach by the
Cleveland Cavaliers. What appealed most to the Princeton grad, who
was himself a talented point guard with the Tigers, was that icon
LeBron James had moved over from the Miami Heat and would be the
leader of the Cavalier pack with what appeared to be a strong sup-
porting cast. As of mid-January, Cleveland has lost six games in a row,
nine of ten, and their record stands at 19 wins and 20 setbacks. In King
James’s first game back following a two-week layoff due to soreness
and a variety of supposedly mild injuries, Cleveland was outscored
107-100 by the Phoenix Suns. Already there has been a rumour or two
that Blatt, who was four times named Israeli League “Coach of the
Year,” and has also coached in Italy, Turkey, Greece and Russia - and
LeBron, have differing ideas as to how the team should be managed.
The word “friction “ comes to mind.

I met with Mort Corrin recently, whose older brother SYDNEY COR-
RIN, 91, had passed away on Remembrance Day, and we talked about
the deceased’s sporting background. I personally hadn’t known much
about the gentleman; although in the past I had written about Mort, a
standout athlete in his own right. Sydney had in the past won the city
high school ten pin bowling championship. He was also with the
1942 St. John’s Tigers when they captured the provincial title and was
a member of the CUAC Blues, always a top calibre team, in the old
junior hockey league at the Olympic Rink. In 1946 he was first string
QB for the University of Manitoba team that back then played only
exhibition games against U.S. colleges. In addition, Corrin played soc-
cer for Machray School, which also won a city championship. Thanks
to Sydney, an avid golfer himself, there is still today a Garden City
senior golfer’s club, which boasts about 100 members. 

The older generation may well recall the Cheerio Yo Yo competitions
in Winnipeg back in the day and one of Corrin’s various jobs around
town was to do demonstrations on street corners and on Saturday
afternoons at movie theaters, such as the now defunct College, Palace,
State, and Towers.

I wish I had at one time had the opportunity to meet Sydney. His,
was a life well lived indeed. 

It appears as if veteran NHL forward Jeff HALPERIN, 38, has possi-
bly reached the end of the line. He is currently an Unrestricted Free
Agent, but just past the half-way mark in the 2014-15 campaign, no
team, despite an inordinate number of injuries in the league, has bit.
Last season the Princeton grad played 69 games with the Coyotes and
scored five goals along with seven assists. His career numbers are 976
games in which he scored 152 goals and added 221 assists. Not bad
for the long-time pro who was primarily a two-way player in every
sense of the word. Jeff also played with the Capitals, Stars, Lightning,
Kings, Rangers, and Canadiens.

Local skater JACOB MIFLICKIER, 30, is still overseas and is playing
with Linkoping in the Swedish Hockey League. In 36 games thus far,
still a decent sniper, he has 14 goals and 15 assists. The former
University of Hampshire standout last played in North America when,
in 2011-12, Jacob skated with the Hershey Bears of the AHL where he
registered 21 goals and 35 helpers.

BRENDAN LEIPSIC, 20, another Jewish player on the local scene
who was a third round pick of the Nashville Predators is in the AHL
now with the Milwaukee Admirals and appears to be showcasing his
playmaking ability. The 5’10” and 175 lb. left-handed centre has thus
far scored 4 goals and set up 21 others in 34 games. Leipsic made his
mark in the Western Hockey League where, in four seasons of junior
play, he scored 132 goals and set up 170 mates in 261 games.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

Looking back at the stories & moments worth recalling 

Cavaliers’ head coach 
DAVID BLATT under pressure?

LARRY ZEIDEL 
former NHL player.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN



By the time you read
this, sitcom fans, you
may have seen the
debut episode of the
CBC’s new series star-
ring Canadian comedy
icons Eugene Levy and
Catherine O’Hara as a
“filthy rich” couple

who lose their money and have to move to a
hick town called SCHITTZ CREEK. (I did not
make that up.) I suppose it’s possible Eugene
Levy, who is playing the back nine, came up
with the show’s tired concept but I suspect his
son, and co-creator, Daniel Levy, convinced his
“aged P” that the show’s embarrassingly juve-
nile title would delight the target audience of
Millennial thumb-suckers.

Five hundred years ago Ponce de Leon came to “The New World”
looking for the “Fountain of Youth.” And the search goes on. As Scott
Fitzgerald observed “there are no second acts in American lives.” Just
reconstructive surgery. The fear of growing old has morphed into a
refusal to grow up. Fitzgerald’s short story, The Curious Case of
Benjamin Button, is a metaphor for the 21st Century. Just as the aging
process was reversed in Benjamin Button, Western culture is growing
increasingly immature. The sitcoms of the 1940s and 50s (Father
Knows Best, I Love Lucy, The Donna Reed Show) depicted married
couples with homes, jobs, children; the next wave (Friends, Seinfeld,
Sex in the City) concerned the trials and tribulations of unattached
baby boomers; today the most popular sitcom is The Big Bang Theory;
androgynous nerds with genius I.Qs and the emotional maturity of ten
year olds. 

Built for kindergarten children, Disneyland was at the top of Nikita
Khrushchev’s wish list. “I’m going to Disneyland,” became a celebrity
mantra. Now Disney is a major player in the adult cinema industry.
The movies haven’t changed, the audience has. In half a century our
taste has descended from Gone With The Wind to Star Wars to Harry
Potter. Child actors no longer outgrow their roles. It’s positively
spooky. At 25 Daniel Radcliffe looks like a bearded high schooler and
the diminutive English thespian, Martin Freeman, could still play a
hobbit, even though he’s over 40. 

When The Lord of the Rings was published, in the 1950s, the distin-
guished literary critic Edmund Wilson (accurately) called it “long
winded balderdash.”
Today Tolkien is more
revered than Tolstoy.
Readers who would-
n’t think of picking
up War and Peace
will eagerly plough
through the even
longer Ring Trilogy.
(Unless they haven’t
read the current
Twilight novel.) 

But even Tolkien’s
“balderdash” is con-
sidered too highbrow
for today’s movie
fans. The current
trend is comic book
“superheroes.” Sam
Spade and Philip
Marlowe have been
replaced by Batman
and Robin. There are
even movies based
on fairy tales and
video games. “The
Oscar for Best
Performance by a
Collection of Pixels
goes too....” 

If television and
movie drama has
gone downhill, and
fairy tales are
Broadway musical
fodder, comedy is

scraping the bottom of the
cultural barrel. It’s no longer
merely juvenile, it’s infantile.
Sex jokes have been replaced
by fart jokes. Even motorcy-
cle buff Jay Leno was too
sophisticated for today’s audi-
ence. He’s been replaced by
a 40-year-old adolescent
whose idea of adult entertain-
ment is a nightly food fight. In
virtually every show Jimmy
Fallon challenges his guest to
a “game” in which the win-
ner hits the loser with a cus-
tard pie. Or pours a pitcher of
water over his/her head. Or
downs his/her pants/dress.

While the studio audience screeches like orgasmic teenagers at a
Justin Bieber concert. 

Many comedy icons of the past (Chaplin, Keaton, Harold Lloyd,
Fatty Arbuckle, Laurel and Hardy, Danny Kaye) had a childlike inno-
cence. But there’s a difference between childlike and childish. Ben
Stiller’s idea of side-splitting slapstick is to see someone get hit in the
genitals by a dodge ball. (Or sledge hammer). The sight of a middle
aged child throwing a tantrum is Adam Sandler’s contribution to
American humor. His alter ego does it over and over, in movie after
movie. 

Rodney Dangerfield, who got “no respect,” has been replaced by
naughty boys that have no respect for their elders. Who get their jol-
lies trying to shock us with “dirty words.” Meet the Parents begat Meet
the Fokkers which begat Schitt’s Creek. In the dark ages, when I was
freelancing at the CBC, relatively innocuous words like “hell” ended
up on the cutting room floor. Now the only words you can’t use on
The People’s Network are “Muslim” and “terrorist.” (At least not in the
same sentence.) “Schitt’s Creek?” Hilarious! 

Daniel Levy is to Eugene what Ben Stiller is to Jerry. When the chil-
dren take over the family business it’s time to sell your stock. Take
Justin Trudeau. Please. Barrack Obama may be the least experienced
president in U.S. history but he’s Winston Churchill compared to his
Canadian counterpart. According to the polls there’s a good chance
‘Obama Lite’ will be our next prime minister. 

Fasten your seat belts, folks, the toboggan’s at the top of Parliament
Hill. 

Without a Paddle
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Comment

By

BILL MARANTZ
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net
All obituaries in The Jewish Post & News are

also posted to our website at
http:www.jewishpostandnews.ca.

There is no extra charge for this service.

Delandes ad #1

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF JAN. 21

JACK LEVIT
It is with heavy hearts

and the deepest of sorrow
that we share the passing,
with family by his side,
of our beloved husband,
father, and zaida, Jack
Levit, on November 13th
2014.

Born on June 28, 1927,
he lived all his life in
Winnipeg’s north end,
attending the Peretz Folk
School, Machray School

and St. John’s High. Dad and mom were married over
64 years. Their unwavering commitment to each other
started when they were teenagers, mom being dad’s
greatest supporter, inspiration and advisor.

A loving and dedicated son, dad began his working
career with his father, in the sign business. Together
they grew their small business into one of Canada’s
largest private neon sign companies, being the first to
introduce lighted plastic signs to Western Canada.

Dad was a true visionary. In the 60’s and 70’s, where
others saw barren pieces of land, he saw the potential
for bustling development. He taught himself the real
estate business and in 1964 started Lakeview. At the
age of 35, he turned a city block into the Courts of St.
James which included Western Canada’s first under-
ground walkway, connecting three apartment towers to
the complex’s shopping centre.

This was followed by his development of projects
that forever changed the Winnipeg skyline including
Lakeview Square, Colony Square, the Intercity Gas
Building, the Royal Trust Building, as well as numer-
ous residential, office, industrial and retail complexes
including the Towers of Polo Park, Moray Village,
Kenaston Estates, and the Kenaston Village Mall.

Dad was also the brainchild of the Winnipeg skywalk
system, building the City’s first skywalk in 1972,
connecting Lakeview Square to the Convention Cen-
tre.

Dad was a man of determination and boundless
energy. For example, he developed three Sheraton
Hotels in Canada in one year alone, a feat previously
unheard of. Dad later built what is now the Hilton
Suites hotel, the Sheraton Four Points and the Winni-
peg Grand Hotel at the Airport as well as the Lakeview
Resort and Conference Centre in Gimli.

He acquired the exclusive franchise for building the
Country Inns and Suites in Canada, developing thir-
teen of these properties. Then he set his sights on
developing his own brand of hotel, Lakeview Inns and
Suites. Thanks to dad’s vision, over 20 such hotels
proudly operate in Canada under the Lakeview Ban-
ner.

But dad did not limit himself to real estate. He
developed several Ichiban Japanese Steakhouses in
Canada and the United States, including one in Winni-
peg which recently celebrated its 40th anniversary, and
created a hotel in-room video entertainment system,
MovieBar.

Dad was a man of many interests. He performed as a
vocalist in several Gilbert and Sullivan operettas, played
tennis, loved theatre and music and became a star
bowler, winning the City 10-pin bowling champion-
ship. Because of his passion for the game, dad built
three 10-pin bowling alleys in Western Canada.

Dad loved travelling, spending wonderful times with

family in interesting locations. In later years, mom and
dad spent winters in Hawaii, where dad relaxed, but
always had his sketch pad and tracing paper nearby for
when he came up with a new development idea.

Underneath his accomplishments, he was a humble,
down-to-earth person—a man with a deeply personal
generosity, a mentor and problem-solver. He was proud
of his contribution to the development of the Winnipeg
Convention Centre, Kinsmen RehFit Centre, the Myles
Robinson Heart Foundation and the Asper Jewish
Community Campus. He served as President of the
Peretz School and played a pivotal role in establishing
the sister city relationship between Winnipeg and
Setagaya Japan.

Many of Winnipeg’s entrepreneurs and profession-
als have recently conveyed their gratitude for the
extremely positive business acumen and experience
that they gained from working under his watchful eye
and training.

Jack Levit loved Winnipeg. He never slowed down.
He was proud to have contributed to the development
of the city and to the employment and well being of
hundreds of our community’s citizens. Lakeview, the
Winnipeg Company that he created, continues to thrive
five decades on.

Dad always stayed true to his heart … family first. It
didn’t matter how busy he was, dad was always there
for us, with love, support, advice and encouragement.
He made us feel safe, special and secure – no problem
was insurmountable. He took great pride in all that we
did and accomplished.

Predeceased by his parents William and Molly Levit
and his sister Eva Moser, dad is survived by his wife
Yetta, children Diane(Raymond), Shelley(Jaye) and
Keith(Linda). Grandchildren Brent, Tara, Darren,
Hannah, Marina, Vanessa and Natasha.

Funeral was held at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue
with interment at the Rosh Pina Cemetery, on Novem-
ber 16th. Pallbearers were Keith Levit, Raymond Hall,
Darren Hall, Brent Calnitsky, Tara Calnitsky, Sheldon
Minuk and Michael Golub.

Donations may be made to the Jewish Child and
Family Service. (204) 477-7430

 “To live in the hearts we leave behind is not to die.”

MICKEY FINKELSTEIN
It is with great sadness that the family of Mickey

Finkelstein, announces his peaceful passing, Friday,
December 26, 2014, at Hillel Lodge in Ottawa at the
age of 81, after a valiant fight with dementia.

Mickey was a devoted husband, father and grandfa-
ther. He leaves behind his loving wife, Donna, of 54
years, 4 children, Jeff (Brenlea), Lori (Jordan), Ken
(Rachel), and David (Yunna) along with 7 grandchil-
dren, Nicole, Dara, Brooke, Jonah, Dayna, Mira, and
Toby.

Mickey received his Chartered Accountant designa-
tion from the University of Manitoba in 1957, and went
on to become a successful businessman, executive, and
real estate investor. Mickey was the ultimate family
man, always helping out friends and family whenever
in need.

Funeral services were held on December 28, 2014, at
the Jewish Memorial Gardens.

IRWIN BERKOWITZ
It is with profound sadness that the family announces

the passing of Irwin Berkowitz on December 24, 2014.
He is survived by his loving wife of almost 60 years,
Claire; and his four daughters, Gail Shapira (Allan),
Charlotte Bell (Jeffrey), Michelle Apter (Brent) and
Elaine Book (David); and grandchildren Leah (Rob),
Zachary, Andie, Mallory, Madelaine, Adam and Seth;
and brother Johnny Berkowitz (Sharon).

Irwin arrived in Canada as a Holocaust survivor with
only his determination to work hard to build a new life
for himself. He was well known as the proprietor of
Quality Fruit & Delicatessen where he worked with
Claire for 25 years. His proudest accomplishment was
his large family of children and grandchildren whom
he loved deeply and to whom he was endlessly de-
voted.

The family extends their gratitude to Dr. Rabson and
Dr. Buenafe for their excellent care during Irwin’s
illness. May Irwin’s memory be a blessing to all who
knew and loved him.

If desired, Irwin’s memory may be honoured by a
donation to Congregation Etz Chayim.

SOPHIE (SONJA) FAINTUCH
November 15 1923 - October 10 2014

Sonja Faintuch passed
away on October 10, 2014
surrounded by her chil-
dren. Sonja and her hus-
band Henry had 3 chil-
dren; Helene Kesten,
Shelley Faintuch, and
Jack Faintuch, Daughter
in law Tamara Faintuch
and Son in law Cyril
Kesten. 8 grandchildren
and 4 great grand chil-
dren.

The legacy and gift that
Sonja leaves behind is a passion for the care of our
Senior population. As Henry’s right hand at the Sharon
Home, Sonja honored a very important Mitzvah: To
care with respect and concern for one’s elders; for our
Babi’s and Zaidas. Sonja provided an environment of
beauty and dignity for all of our grandmothers,
grandfathers,and great grandparents. This was a world
that she embraced every day of the week for the 46
years she spent at the Sharon Home

We will remember the grace and elegance with
which she conducted her life. Her intelligent and or-
ganized approach to everything touched all of our
lives.

Our mother will be missed by all of her family; but
remembered for her amazing contribution to our lives
and to the life of Jewish Seniors in Winnipeg.

Contributions can be made in Sonja’s memory to the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. In loving memory of

MEL CRAVEN
who passed away
January 24, 2004
2 Days in Shevat

— Forever in our hearts and
always remembered by his
wife, children, grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LAURENCE
USISKIN

February 24, 1920-
January 15, 2010

On the 5th yahrzeit of our
husband, father(in-law), zaida.
You are in our thoughts always.
We love you and miss you.

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

FAYE ETTA GREENSTONE

wish to thank all dear friends and relatives
for the comfort, flowers, food and

donations that was so generously given to
us during our bereavement.

G-d bless you all.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEVERLY
FLEISHER
who passed away
January 27, 2004
4 Days in Shevat

“Love is not love which  alters
when it alteration finds”

-W.S.
Sonnet 116

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your husband
Sidney, children, grandchil-
dren, brothers, friends and
family.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

FANNY
GLESBY

who passed away
January 29, 1996
8 Days in Shevat

Always in our thoughts
And forever in our hearts
— Your 4 daughters,
7 granddaughters, 8 great-
granddaughters and dad's
namesake, Ike.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ARCHIE HECHT
who passed away
January 29, 2004
6 Days in Shevat

—Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GOLDIE
KAUFMAN
who passed away
January 23, 1980
5 Days in Shevat

Nothing can ever take away
The love a heart holds dear,
Fond memories linger every day
Remembrance keeps her near.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family and
friends.

In Memoriam

GORDON
KEMEL

who passed away
January 30, 1963
5 Days in Shevat

In mind, a constant thought,
In heart, a silent sorrow.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved father, grandfather

and great-grandfather

MAURICE
KLEIMAN
who passed away
January 16, 1997
8 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your family.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

TOBY
KOFFMAN
who passed away
January 22, 2003
20 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchild.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RHONA LAZAR
who passed away
January 31, 2001

8 days in Shevat, 5761
She remains an influence for
good, for all who loved her.
— Remembered with love by
her children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

CHERYL LEWIN
who passed away
January 19, 2010

4 days in Shevat, 5770
— Will be missed by parents
Laurie and Bayla Mainster,
husband Viktor Lewin,
daughter Brianne, son Eli,
sister Gail, Harold and Jay
and brother Sam.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK
MARKSON

who passed away
January 26, 1995
26 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CLARA
MELNICER

who passed away
January 28, 2007
9 days in Shevat

— Dearly loved and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRVINE MORRIS
who passed away
Janaury 21, 2010
6 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by  his wife,
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
sister.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BARBARA
NEPON

who passed away
January 9, 2003
8 days in Shevat

— Forever remembered by
your sister, Roberta, brother-
in-law Sol and family.

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their loving family.

MORRIS
CIPILINSKY

who passed away
February 5, 2006
7 Days in Shevat

FAYE
CIPILINSKY

who passed away
February 5, 1992

1 Day in Adar

In loving memory of
In Memoriam

In Memoriam

JOSEPH
ROMAN

who passed away
January 25, 2008
18 Days in Shevat

In loving memory of

— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

ESTHER
ROMAN

who passed away
January 8, 2012
13 days in Tevet

7th Yahrzeit 3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HARRY
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
January 10, 2000
3 days in Shevat

You live on in our memory
and in our hearts forever.

— Sadly missed by his sons,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SONIA STEEL
who passed away
January 22, 1988
3 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and family

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE
STOFFMAN

who passed away
January 13, 2013
2 days in Shevat

— Forever loved, always in
our hearts and very sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of my
dear mother

ROSE STONE
who passed away
January 26, 1993
4 Days in Shevat

Kind, gentle, caring, and
understanding.
—Sadly missed by your
daughter Sheila, son-in-law
Roy, granddaughters and
great-granddaughters.

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

JAN. 28

In loving memory of

ESTHER
BARSKY
who passed away
February 2, 1993
12 Days in Shevat

— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered. Your loving
daughter Naomi.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

SAMUEL BIRKS
who passed away
January 30, 1980
13 Days in Shevat

In mind, a constant thought,
In heart, a silent sorrow.

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANK
BLANARU
who passed away
February 7, 2012
15 Days in Shevat

— Forever in our hearts and
deeply missed by his wife
Bianca, children, grand-
children, and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
our beloved

ALLAN ERWIN
DINER

who passed away
February 8, 1998
12 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by your
loving wife Shirley, your
beloved children and
grandchildren and your
precious great granddaughter
named in your memory.
YOUR SPIRIT LIVES ON

IN OUR HEARTS

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ADAM GOSZER
who passed away

Februaray 3, 2012
10 days in Shevat, 5772

Though we can’t reach out and
touch you, you are always in
our thoughts and hearts - loved
and forever remembered for
your gentle nature, kind heart,
zest for life and great sense of
humor.
— Deeply missed by your wife,
Barbara, your children
Elliott, Sharon & Steven, your
grandchildren Sam, Joseph,
Nick, and Sarah, your nieces,
nephews, family and friends.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
ISSY

GREENFELD
who passed away
January 21, 2008
14 days in Shevat

Time goes by, but memories stay
Never more than a thought away
No need for words, except to say
Always loved, always missed,
every passing day.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

“Forever in our hearts.”

In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father, and

grandfather

SIMON KAGAN
who passed away
February 5, 1993
14 Days in Shevat

Memories bring us closer
then we are never far apart
For you are always with us
in our thoughts and in our hearts
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by his wife Lenore,
children Mark, Hershel, Jerry,
Nikki and Elliott and
grandchildren Mikaela, his
namesake Simon,  Miriam and
Nathaniel and all the family.

In loving memory of

COLEMAN
KAUFMAN
“COLEY”
who passed away
January 30, 2010
15 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and
always missed by his wife,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GORDON
KNELLER
who passed away
January 30, 1989
24 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Edith,
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In loving memory of

SAM MOSER
who passed away
January 14, 1995
13 Days in Shevat

Wishing you were here
to share a joke;

—  Still warming the hearts
of your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father and

grandfather

DAVID NEPON
who passed away
January 29, 1988
10 Days in Shevat

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his loving
wife Gert, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY
OFFMAN
who passed away
February 5, 1998
10 days in Shevat

Wonderful memories
keep you forever near.
— Forever loved and
remembered by his children
Sarah and Jack,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HARVEY
SAWYER
who passed away
January 15, 2011

10th Day of Shevat
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX
STRONGER

who passed away
February 2, 1957
1st Day in Adar

Your sense of humor and
poisitive attitude is kept alive
in your grandson, Michael
Stronger, named in your
memory.
— Ever remembered by your
son Barry and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK WEISS
who passed away
February 4, 2012
the 11th of Shevat

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Sue,
children and grandchildren.



By MYRON LOVE 
The Jewish National Fund is bringing one of

Israel’s leading environmental activists to
Winnipeg as part of its annual Tu B’Shevat
activities.  Ge dalia (Gidi) Bashan - will be in
Winnipeg February 3 and February 4 (Tu
Bi’Shevat)  to talk about afforestation in Israel,
community forests and the Jerusalem green
belt, preservation of biblical agriculture and
bicycle trails – the latter an area where he is
second to none in knowledge.

Bashan will begin his visit to Winnipeg at
2:00 P.M. on February 3, at the Shaftesbury Park
Retirement Residence where he will be speak-
ing about cycling trails in Israel

The next day, he will start the morning at the
Gray Academy speaking to the Grade 6 class
about the JNF’s history, current and future
plans. The day’s Gray Academy celebrations
will also have students participating in a dance
for JNF - an original song and dance composed
and sung by one Gidi Koren and an Israeli
dance choreographed by Elad Shtamer, both
especially commissioned by the JNF Education
Department .

This event will mark both pieces’ premieres.
The Gray Academy students will be videotaped
and the footage sent to the JNF Education
Department, where it will be made into one
video and played on Tu Bi’Shevat at the school.

In the afternoon, Bashan will address the
Grade 5 and 6 students at Brock Corydon.

As most readers are undoubtedly aware, Tu
B’Shevat is a celebration of the rebirth of the
trees in Israel.  (Spring begins a little earlier in Israel than it does here.)
And Gidi Bashan has spent his working career in forestry.

In 2003, after earning a Bachelor’s degree in biology from Hebrew
University and a Master’s degree in Geography and the History of
Israel, Bashan was an Environmental Fellow. In 2006, he became an
authorized Bike Trail planner and builder (through IMBA).  Since
1985, he has been with JNF serving as a Forest and Community
Ranger for the Judean Hills and Low Lands region.   

Bashan was the first KKL (Keren Kayemet LeIsrael – the JNF’s Israeli
name) bike trail builder and planner, involved in the Adulam trail. He
also was responsible for the creation of the first “Arab bike trail”,
around Ein Rafa village, involving local youth and riders in the plan-

ning and building.

Bashan is the co-founder of the KKL
France Adulam Archeological and
Environmental Park.

And he is an authorized guide for groups
of youth and adult volunteers, teaching
them about local geography, history and
Biblical and traditional farming methods.
Gidi encourages everyone to get involved
and volunteer their time to protect and
beautify Israel.

He is also the founder and manager of the
Sataf project, which focuses on the re-
development and preservation of tradition-
al agriculture and the landscape in the
Judean hills. He has been instrumental in
leading the “Bustan Hashalom” (the Peace
Garden) project in Sataf, teaching coopera-
tion between participating Palestinian and
Israeli youth in traditional agriculture tech-
niques and methods

“The Peace Garden group has a special
added value,” he is quoted as saying. “Here
Jewish and Arab children who would not
come into contact under any other circum-
stances cooperate with one another. And
this is no one-off volunteer activity: the
project continues all year long.”

For readers wanting more information
about Gidi Bashan’s visit, to volunteer to
help with the annual JNF Tu B’Shevat
telethon Sunday, February 8,  or find out
about other family-centred JNF Tu B’Shevat

programs, call 204 947-0207 or go online at jnfwinnipeg.ca.

Jewish National Fund bringing Israeli bike trail expert to Winnipeg
as part of Tu B’Shevat activities

Wednesday, January 21, 2015, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   21

Community news

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

Bus.   204-339-6969
Fax.   204-339-2717
Res.   204-334-7086
hpk-cga@shaw.ca

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Piano, Guitar, Violin, Flute,
Oboe, Voice & Theory Studio

Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 204-489-9048

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

M U S I C  L E S S O N S

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through me and

receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss
204-925-7999

e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

R E A L  E S T A T E

Advertise  in
The Jewish Post

& News
Call 204-694-3332
 for information.

NUMBER ONE
EVERGREEN PLACE

Elegant 1 BR, 2 BR and
Penthouse suites in

Osborne Village
Spectacular views.

Beautiful fitness area,
sauna and pool.

Contact 204-453-5617
www.oneevergreen.ca

inquire@oneevergreen.ca

F O R  R E N T

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

GE DALIA (GIDI) BASHAN: “The Peace
Garden group has a special added value.
Here Jewish and Arab children who would
not come into contact under any other cir-
cumstances cooperate with one another.
And this is no one-off volunteer activity: the
project continues all year long.”

Brazilian Christians urged to buy
settlement goods to counter boycott

(JTA) – Christian and Jewish Zionists in Brazil are marketing Israeli
products targeted for boycott. 

Titled “Support 729 – I endorse,” the project was launched last
month in Brasilia, the Brazilian capital, at an event attended by at
least 3,000 people, according to a report published Jan. 6 on the
website of CONIB, the umbrella group representing Brazil’s Jewish
communities. 

The event in Brasilia featured a market comprising Israeli products
including wines, olive oil, salt and baked goods, according to the
report. The market will be set up in additional cities across Brazil
this year, according to organizers. 

“Support 729 is an initiative designed to invite Evangelical
Christians to intensify their relationship with Israel beyond merely
prayers and support on social networks,” the CONIB report said, cit-
ing a statement by the event’s chief organizers, Kelita and Salomao
Cohen. “Consuming Israeli products helps Israel’s economy at a
time when the campaign to boycott Israel products is growing. This
project helps create a path that runs contrary to that campaign.” 

In its report on the Brasilia event, the Israeli Economy Ministry’s
mission to Brazil noted that the selection on offer was designed
especially to include products that originate from areas that are
internationally considered to be illegal Israeli settlements. 

“All the items were selected specially, for example wines from the
Golan Heights that were chosen not only for their excellent quality
but also for being industries that are particularly affected by the
international boycott,” read the ministry’s website, in reference to
the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions campaign against Israel. 

In its report, CONIB noted that Brazil has 40 million Evangelical
Christians. 



The type of evening starting with guest
speakers from across the country that transi-
tions into a problem-solving workshop before
moving into a rousing session of singing
Backstreet Boys songs in a circle is a rare kind
of evening. However, one such evening took
place on the weekend of January 10th at
Winnipeg’s Asper Campus thanks to Hillel’s
event: Shabbat Shabang.

Shabbat Shabang, or the Western Canadian Hillel Conference, was
an event  centered around the meeting of three separate branches of
Hillel: Hillel Winnipeg, Hillel Calgary, and Hillel Edmonton. With the
event entering its second year, more of an emphasis on campus activ-
ity was brought to the forefront in order to be relevant to the student
demographic the event was aimed towards.

This was reflected in the activities offered to the 34 people from
Winnipeg, Edmonton, Calgary, Saskatoon, and Toronto who had come
to Winnipeg for the event. 

One of the activities was a problem-solving workshop, which pre-
sented hypothetical issues that a Jew in Canada might come across,
such as an anti-war crime protest occurring on a campus, or a profes-
sor labeling Israel as an oppressive state to the attendees. Once they
had come up with a solution for each problem, the solution would be
judged for its effectiveness by a panel that consisted of the event’s
guest speakers. 

Among these guest speakers were: Elanor Millar, Jeremiah Kopp,
Steve McDonald, and Andrew Kaplan, all of whom gave impassioned
speeches about political activism, Jewish Identity, and the importance
of community. 

“We wanted to bridge that gap between Jewish communities in
Canada, all of us being so far across the country,” said Hillel member
Ian Brojges, who helped to organize the event. 

When asked about the goal of Shabbat Shabang and how it has
evolved in what was its second year, Brojges said: “I’m actually new
to this position. I had heard about it from last year, and it seemed real-
ly exciting. It’s events like these that create lasting bonds between
communities, and sometimes all you have to do is put people in a
room together.” 

Unfortunately, there was a complication in the planning of the
event. “We were hoping to go to the Museum of Human Rights,” said
Brojges. “Sadly, it was closed Sunday. It is a disappointment, that
would have been a very distinct Winnipeg experience.” 

Disappointments aside, all in attendance marked the end of
Saturday’s program at the campus with a Havdallah service that con-
cluded with a performance of the Backstreet Boys single “I Want It
That Way”. The singing echoed triumphantly through the halls, as
attendees made their ways home to change and prepare for a night of

dining and celebrating. “I don’t care what people say,” said Kayla
Goldberg, who was visiting from Calgary. “Winnipeg is fantastic. So
are the people.” Goldberg laughed as she exits the building into the
cold evening wind. “A little chilly, sure. But still fantastic.” 

Hillel’s Shabbat Shabang
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Attendees during the problem solving workshop

At the evening Havdallah service

By

ELAN LEVINE
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E Caring Compassionate Professional Service
you’ve come to trust

PROVIDING:
Alzheimer Care 

A A

 Palliative Care 
A A

 Post-Operative Care
Stroke Care 

A A

 Long-Term Care 
A A

 Rehabilitation
Respite 

A A

 ‘Coming home’ new Moms and infants
PROVIDED BY: INSURED & BONDED

RN’s 
A A

 LPN’s 
A A

 Health Care Aides
Home Support Workers 

A A

 Companions

We offer a variety of programs and services
Individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
Free nursing assessment

24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Call Elba Haid or Angela Pollett at REALCARE

Elba Haid
President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

Homecare from  the Heart

Ankara mayor: Mossad behind
Paris terror attacks

(JTA) – The longtime mayor of Ankara
accused Israel’s Mossad of masterminding
last week’s terror attacks in France. 

Melih Gokcek said Israeli intelligence
planned the attacks in retaliation for France
recently expressing support for Palestinian
statehood, according to Today’s Zaman, an
English-language Turkish publication, citing
the Andalou news agency. 

At a political event Sunday, January  11,
Gokcek said it “is certain that Mossad is
behind these kinds of incidents. Mossad
enflames Islamophobia by causing such inci-
dents.” 

The head of Turkey’s capital city also
claimed that following the Paris attacks,
approximately 50 mosques and some
Muslim individuals were targeted but there
was no coverage from the international
media. 

On Twitter last summer, Gokceck called for
the Israeli Consulate in Turkey to close
because “we don’t want a representative of
murderers in Turkey.” 

Gokcek has been mayor of Ankara, Turkey’s
second largest city, since 1994. 



JNS.org
P a l e s t i n i a n

Authority (PA)
P r e s i d e n t
Mahmoud Abbas
denounced as
“heinous” the
attack on French
satirists who
mocked Islam.
That must have
come as quite a
surprise to the
Palestinian satirist
of Islam whom
Abbas recently
jailed, tortured,
and forced to
publicly recant.

The massacre of
the staff of the
Charlie Hebdo
magazine was a
“heinous crime,
condemned by morality and religion,” Abbas declared in a telegram
to French President Francois Hollande. 

Abbas never uses such language when commenting on Palestinian
terrorist attacks in which Israeli Jews are murdered. At the most, he’ll
say that he is against “all terrorism.” Usually he’ll add a reference to
“state terrorism,” which is his way of saying that whatever some
Palestinian did, everything the Israelis do is worse. 

Sometimes, Abbas’s “condemnations” are issued only in English,
and don’t even appear in the Palestinian news media, which is where
they are needed. Even when they do show up in the PA’s media,
though, they come with a wink and a nod that Abbas’s followers
understand. 

Consider, for example, how Abbas’s condemnation of the Nov. 18
Jerusalem synagogue massacre was interpreted by Member of
Parliament Najat Abu-Bakr, who is a representative of Abbas’s own
Fatah movement. Abu-Bakr told Al-Quds Radio on Nov. 19, “The
Palestinian president is forced to speak this way to the world and these
statements result from his responsibility for the Palestinian people.” In
other words: When he condemns killing Jews, don’t worry, he doesn’t
really mean it–he’s just forced to say these things to the outside world.

But the real irony in Abbas’s condemnation of the attack on the
French satirists, and his joining others in the Paris march, is to
be found in his own brutal treatment of a Palestinian satirist.

A few years ago, Walid Husayin, a blogger who resides in
the PA-ruled city of Kalkilya, made the mistake of “spoofing
Koranic verses,” as the New York Times put it. On October 31,
2010, Palestinian Authority security men burst into the inter-
net cafe that Husayin frequented and hauled him off to
prison.

Article 37 of the PA’s Press Law forbids “articles and mate-
rials harmful to religion and doctrines guaranteed by law,”
that is, “harmful” to Islam. That’s the “democratic” Palestinian
justice system that American money and experts have helped
create.

Husayin spent 10 months in a PA prison. One can only
imagine what that was like. Finally, smarting from interna-
tional criticism – not that there was very much of it – the
Abbas regime released Husayin. But in the months to follow,
he was repeatedly re-arrested and interrogated for days at a
time. On one of those occasions, Husayin said, he was “beat-
en with cables” until he vomited blood, and “forced to stand
in a painful position” for various periods. PA security men
also smashed his computers and warned him to stop blog-
ging.

Husayin got the message. He posted a public apology, beg-
ging forgiveness from the Muslim world for his “stupidity.”

Mahmoud Abbas’s condemnation of the Paris attacks rings
hollow when one realizes that his words apply precisely to
his own actions. The PA’s arrest, torture, and suppression of
Walid Husayin for daring to spoof the Koran was a “heinous
crime,” one that violates “morality and religion.” Why should

American taxpayers’ dollars continue to be used to prop up his totali-
tarian regime.

Stephen M. Flatow, an attorney in New Jersey, is the father of Alisa
Flatow, who was murdered in a Palestinian terrorist attack in 1995.
He is a candidate on the Religious Zionist slate (www.VoteTorah.org)
in the World Zionist Congress elections.
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Rabbi Dr. Laibl Wolf to be Guest Speaker
at Chabad’s Jewish Learning Centre 

We are delighted to announce that best-selling author Rabbi Dr.
Laibl Wolf will be in Winnipeg this weekend, January 23-24,
2015, to speak at a community-wide Shabbaton and JLI’s 2015
Kosher Night Out Lecture Series. The weekend promises to be an
uplifting, inspiring and educational experience.

Laibl Wolf is a ‘renaissance’ man. A lawyer, psychologist, uni-
versity lecturer, Rabbi and Chabad-Lubavitcher Hassid – he is a
world acclaimed teacher and mentor assisting thousands of peo-
ple around the world. He is the best-selling author of Practical
Kabbalah (Random House) and dean of Spiritgrow, The Josef Kryss
Wholistic Growth Centre, Australia.

Join other singles, couples and families for a unique and extra-
ordinary Shabbaton, including a traditional three-course dinner
on Friday night, January 23, and a Kosher Night Out Lecture on
Saturday evening, January 24, with a delicious Wine & Cheese
buffet catered by BerMax Caffé + Bistro. Get practical advice and
training from a world-renowned spiritual mentor and scholar.

His topics include Desire, Passion & Addiction, Love and Need
– Poles Apart; Laughter and Tears, Mystical Tales and Haunting
Songs of Restless Souls; and Break the Habit, Why You Do What
You Do.

Upcoming speakers at JLI’s Kosher Night Out Lecture Series
include some of Judaism’s foremost thinkers and innovators. Each
lecture will be accompanied by a tantalizing smörgåsbord that
will nourish body, mind and spirit. 

Please visit www.ChabadWinnipeg.org to purchase tickets and
for more information or call the Jewish Learning Centre at 204-
339-8737.

SAVE THE DATE: 
On Tuesday, February 24, guests will enjoy Cakes & Cocktails

with Rabbi Aaron Raskin, who will present a lecture on Letters of
Light: Numerology and Hebrew Alef-Beit. On Monday, May 18,
attendees will enjoy Sushi & Wine with Mrs. Rivkah Slonim who
will present a lecture on Total Immersion: A Jewish Perspective on
G-d and Intimacy.

Palestinian leader two-faced on suppressing satirists

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud
Abbas–third from left in the front row, sand-
wiched between German Chancellor Angela
Merkel and Jordan’s King Abdullah at the Jan.
11 solidarity march against terrorism in
Paris–condemned the attack on the French
satirists at Charlie Hebdo, but recently jailed
and tortured a Palestinian satirist. Credit: Haim
Zach/GPO.

By

STEPHEN FLATOW



The Rady JCC has your Tuesday and Thursday afternoons
booked for the winter! Let us warm you up with fascinating lectures
and inspiring concerts at Music ‘N’ Mavens, one of the Rady JCC’s
preeminent arts programs. The 2015 Music ‘N’ Mavens season runs
from January 13th through March 12th. The program time for all
Rady JCC events is 2:00-3:00 p.m. with two programs scheduled on
January 21st and February 18th at the Gwen Secter Creative Living
Centre at 1:00 p.m. 

“Music ‘N’ Mavens is a cornerstone arts program of the Rady JCC,
a program that broadens people’s exposure to the arts by providing
leading edge programming that is not available anywhere else in
Winnipeg during daytime hours.” says Tamar Barr, Assistant
Executive Director of the Rady JCC.

2014 Music ‘N’ Mavens Events (partial) Schedule:

Thursday, January 22

The Impact of World War One and Two on Canada and the
World: Dr. Allan Levine, award-winning author and historian, has
written thirteen books. 

Tuesday, January 27

Resolving Personal Conflicts: Dealing with Disagreements:
Karen Ridd teaches in the Conflict Resolution and International
Development Studies program at Menno Simons College at the
University of Winnipeg. 

Thursday, January 29

Indian City: founded by Vince Fontaine, leader of the famed
Indigenous music group Eagle ‘N’ Hawk, Indian City features an
all-star band of award winning artists and rising stars. 

Tuesday, February 3

Kang Mercer Park Trio: presented by Prairie Debut, the Kang
Mercer Park Trio is comprised of Angela Park, piano, Judy Kang,
violin and Rachel Mercer, cello. 

Thursday, February 5

Winnipeg and the Heavenly Jerusalem - 3000 years of Utopian
town planning: Frank Albo, an architectural historian, Dr. Albo
was featured as the code-breaking protagonist in the best-selling
book, The Hermetic Code.

Tuesday, February 10

Canadian Holocaust-era Provenance Research Project: Stolen
Art under the Nazi Regime: Dr. Stephen Borys is the Director &
CEO of the Winnipeg Art Gallery. 

Thursday, February 12

Music influenced by the Middle East: Led by Richard Gillis on
trumpet, and joined by a trio of the city’s leading jazz musicians
this concert has smatterings of Classical, Flamenco, Klezmer, Tin
Pan Alley and Jazz.

Tuesday, February 17

Why Ukraine Matters: How the Conflict with Russia has
changed the World: Dr. Myroslav Shkandrij, Department of
German and Slavic Studies, University of Manitoba.

Wednesday, February 18, 1:00 pm.  
At Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre, 1588 Main Street

Harlequin Barbershop Quartet: Rob Smith (Tenor), Larry Hunter
(Lead), Herold Driedger (Bass), and Paul Bullock (Baritone). 

For a full schedule please log on to www.radyjcc.com

Admission:
Concerts: $6 M/$10 NM
Lectures: Silver Collection

Mini Concert Pass:
Six concerts for the price of five
$30 M / $50 NM

Concert Passes are available by calling the Rady JCC at 204-477-
7510 or on-line at www.radyjcc.com

Tickets are available at the door at all Music ‘N’ Mavens events
(Rady JCC - 123 Doncaster St.)
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Save more

with a
Concert 

Card!

 

 
 

 

SPEAKERS
Allan Levine   January 22
Karen Ridd  January 27
Frank Albo  February 5
Stephen Borys  February 10
Myroslav Shkandrij  February 17

MUSIC 
Indian City    January 29
Kang Mercer Park Trio   February 3
Richard Gillis   February 12
Harlequin Barbershop Quartet  February 18
@ Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre, 1:00 pm 

Richard Gillis

123 Doncaster Street | (204) 477-7510 | www.radyjcc.com 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  

  
 

 
   

  
   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  

  
 

 
   

  
   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  

  
 

 
   

  
   

 
 

 

C RTONCERTT
WINNIPEG’S

J A N U A R

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  

  
 

 
   

  
   

 
 

 

T ANDAND LECTURE
S FOREMOST DADA

Y  1 3  - M A R C H

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  

  
 

 
   

  
   

 
 

 

CTURE SERIES
AYAYTIME

M A R C H  1 2

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  

  
 

 
   

  
   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  

  
 

 
   

  
   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  

  
 

 
   

  
   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  

  
 

 
   

  
   

 
 

 

ys 2:00 - 3:00 pmsdays & ThuruesdaT

:SPEAKERS ection at the dooroller csilv
:TSONCERRTC C memberady JC R6$

2015
 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  

  
 

 
   

  
   

 
 

 

ys 2:00 - 3:00 pm
sC memberrs

2015
  

tion at the 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  

  
 

 
   

  
   

 
 

 

ee mor
vSaav

er
v

trtwith a
Concceer  

 

 
 

 

  
  
  

  
 

 
   

  
   

 
 

 

rs

SPEAKERS
vineeevAllan L

MUSIC
Indian City 

rio ark TTrer PPacceang MerrcKKa
d GillisRicharrd

shop Quequin BarberHarlle
e Living Centreativer Cren Sect@ Gw

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  

  
 

 
   

  
   

 
 

 

rt

January 22

F
F
FFeettteuar

e, 1:00 pme Living Centr
e
eb
eb

Jan

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  

  
 

 
   

  
   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  

  
 

 
   

  
   

 
 

 

vine eevAllan L
en RiddarreKKa

ank AlborraF
ephen BorysStte

v Shkandrij oslaavMyrro

eet er Strt123 Doncas

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  

  
 

 
   

  
   

 
 

 

January 22
7January 227

ebruary 5F
ebruary 10F
ebruary 17F

eet | 10 57-77(204) 4 | www

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  

  
 

 
   

  
   

 
 

 omcc.adyjc.rwwww.

The Rady JCC presents the 17th Anniversary Season of 

Music ‘N’ Mavens
Winnipeg’s foremost concert and lecture series


