
By BERNIE BELLAN
The board of the Chesed Shel Emes has

decided to begin allowing any Jews who have
passed on and who wish to be buried in Bet
Chaim Mikdash Shalom (which belongs to
Temple Shalom) at Chapel Lawn Cemetery to
have their bodies prepared in the Orthodox
fashion for burial. Until now, only Jews who
were to be buried in one of the Jewish ceme-
teries in the Winnipeg area (or who had
expressed a wish to be buried in Israel or other
communities that had Jewish cemeteries) have
been able to have their bodies prepared for
burial at the Chesed Shel Emes.

Here is the text of an announcement sent by
Temple Shalom President Linda Freed to
members of Temple Shalom congregation in
the January/February bulletin: 

“A major announcement: We recently
received a letter from Chesed Shel Emes
funeral home, saying that effective immediate-
ly ALL Jewish individuals, from ANY congre-
gation (or those who are unaffiliated) are wel-
come at Chesed Shel Emes. They will provide
mortuary and ritual services (Shmira and
Tahara) as preparation for an in-ground burial. 

“Should members of the Reform community
choose the services of Chesed Shel Emes, then
6 Jewish males will be required as Pallbearers
at the Chesed Shel Emes.

“Should members of the Temple Shalom
Reform community choose the services of
Chapel Lawn Funeral Home, where our Beit
Chaim Mikdash Shalom cemetery is located,
then the Pallbearers (male or female) can be
chosen according to the preference of the fam-
ily, as accords with Reform Judaism practice.

“It’s been a long time coming, and we are
grateful... that the Chesed facility was sup-
posed to be, is and always should be a place for

all Jews in our community. For further details
please contact the Temple Shalom office.”

Temple Shalom began using a section of
Chapel Lawn Funeral Home in 2002 at the
behest of its rabbi at that time, the late Rabbi
Michael Levinson . In a 2011 article written by
Rebeca Kuropatwa for this paper, Rebeca
referred to then-Temple Shalom President
Ruth Livingston in explaining how the deci-
sion to create a Jewish section at Chapel Lawn
came about: “The new Jewish cemetery was
established ‘in response to the inequity in the
Jewish community at the time that prevented
our interfaith families from being able to be
buried together. There was a need for us to be
able to provide Jewish burial for those mem-
bers in interfaith marriages who wanted to
access Jewish traditions with the option of
being buried together.’ 

“Temple Shalom has a dedicated area at
Chapel Lawn, and conducts funeral services at
the synagogue or at the cemetery (depending
on what people wish). 
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“ ‘Because of the perceived need for this service
and judging by the response we’ve had so far by our
membership and non-members, it’s definitely a wel-
come option in the Jewish community,’ said
Livingston. ‘There are also some Jews who want to
be cremated and...our [Reform] tradition allows that
option.’

“The Temple’s space at Chapel Lawn has roads on
two sides and hedges on the other two sides, so the
area is distinct from the rest of the cemetery (which



is what Livingston said makes it
possible to be considered a Jewish

cemetery).” 

Also in 2011 Temple Shalom established its very own chevra kadisha
(Jewish burial society). Again, here is how Rebeca Kuropatwa explained
the decision by the Temple: 

“According to Ruth Livingston, the move is in response to community
requests for tahara (the ritual cleansing and preparation for the burial of the
body of a Jewish person). 

“ ‘At present, those being buried at our cemetery aren’t eligible for tahara
through the community-owned Chesed Shel Emet,’ said Livingston. ‘We
really appreciated the training from Rena Boroditsky at the Chesed in the
process of establishing our Chevra.’

“The community owned Chesed Shel Emes would not accommodate
intermarried couples or perform religious rituals on bodies buried at
Chapel Lawn as it is an interdenominational cemetery.

“ ‘It’s not in keeping with what goes on in most of North America,’ said
the Temple’s Judith Huebner. ‘In most cities if a Jewish family wants
someone prepared for burial, the majority of Jewish funeral homes will do
it and they don’t pay attention to what happens to the body once it leaves
their home.’ “

Rena Boroditsky, executive director of the Chesed Shel Emes, said that
the decision to allow any Jewish bodies to be brought there came about as
the result of a consensus reached by the Chesed’s board of directors.

According to Lynn Roseman, who is a Genealogy Researcher and Board
Member of the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada, as of May
2018, 83 individuals had been buried at Mikdash Shalom since 2002. As
well, a number of Jewish individuals had been cremated at Chapel Lawn,
but Lynn was not able to indicate exactly how many.
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Here is a complete list of the number of Jews buried in various
Jewish cemeteries in Winnipeg and other nearby communities, as of
Dec. 31, 2017. (Information provided by Lynn Roseman.)

Shaarey Zedek. 10411

Rosh Pina. 2190

Hebrew Sick. 4021

BNay Abraham. 2571

BNai Israel, Brandon. 110

Morden Jewish Cemetery. 20

Bender Hamlet 15 (cemetery closed for burials)

Children of Israel, Transcona. 115 (cemetery closed for burials)

Shaarey Shamayim Interfaith (separate from SZ) 6

Chapel Lawn Temple Shalom Section 65

Thunder Bay 219

Regina 789

Grand Forks 289

The IMPACT of Birthright Israel

Birthright Israel is one of the most exciting, innovative and success-
ful initiatives in Jewish communal life.

The vision of Birthright Israel is to ensure the future of the Jewish
people by strengthening Jewish identity, Jewish communities and con-
nection with Israel vis-à-vis an educational trip to Israel for the major-
ity of Jewish young adults around the world.

Fun Stats on the IMPACT of Birthright Israel:

Approximately 2300 Canadians currently go on Birthright each year;
since 2000, Winnipeg has sent 1,412 participants on Birthright.

Birthright Israel is life changing – 85% of participants describe the
trip as a “life-changing experience”.

Birthright Israel encourages travel to Israel – nearly 30% of
Birthright Israel participants have returned to Israel after their
Birthright Israel trip. 98% of alumni encourage their friends and fam-
ily to visit Israel.

Birthright Israel is increasing attachment to Israel – 90% of
Birthright Israel participants feel closer to Israel as a result of the trip.

Birthright Israel serves as a springboard to engagement in
Jewish life – 85% of participants feel encouraged to become more
involved in the Jewish community as a result of their Birthright Israel
experience.

Winnipeg registration opens January 28, 2019! Please email
Hartley at hmendelsohn@jewishwinnipeg.org if you have any ques-
tions about trip options or eligibility.



Wednesday, January 23, 2019, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   3



By MYRON LOVE

A
n article by Israeli-Arab journalist Khaled Abu Toameh on January
7 on the Gatestone Institute website confirms what this writer has
been arguing for some years about the impossibility of Israel nego-

tiating a peace treaty with the Palestinians.
“In order for any peace process to move forward,” he concludes, “the

Palestinians first need to stop attacking each other. Then, they need to come
up with new leaders who actually give a damn about their people. As these
two conditions seem rather unrealistic at this point, any talk about the
resumption of an Israeli-Palestinian “peace process” sounds like nothing so
much as a big joke.”

In the article, he writes about the hatred between Fatah – which controls
the Palestinian Authority which rules over most of the Palestinians living
in Judea and Samaria (AKA the West Bank) and Hamas, which rules Gaza.
Fatah claims to rule Gaza also – a fantasy much as is Fatah’s claim that the
Palestinians are living under Israeli “occupation”. Hamas goes along with
the fiction in the sense they Hamas expects Fatah to pay the salaries of civil
servants in Gaza as well as for the fuel and electricity supplied by Israeli
companies.

Hamas is quiet open about claiming all of Israel as “occupied territory”
and is constantly plotting against Fatah as well as Israel. Fatah security
people work with Israeli security to root out Hamas terrorists in Judea and
Samaria. At the same time, Fatah’s leader, Mahmud Abbas, regularly pub-
lically condemns Israel for defensive actions against Hamas in Gaza.

Abbas himself is trying to put the screws to the people of Gaza – cutting
off medical and other supplies and refusing to pay Israel for fuel and elec-
tricity to try to force Hamas out.

Abu Toameh reports that Fatah and Hamas have reached a new level of
mutual loathing. “At times,” he writes, “it even seems as if Fatah and
Hamas hate each other more than they hate Israel.”

“Many in the West,” he notes, “say they would like to see Israel and the
Palestinians return to the negotiating table. They want Israelis and
Palestinians to resume the so-called peace process. They are hoping that
Israel and the Palestinians will manage to reach a historic agreement that
would end the Israeli-Arab conflict and bring real peace to the Middle East.

“The region, however, does not need a “peace process” between Israel
and the Palestinians. It needs one of a different type. The “peace process”
that the Middle East is crying out for is one between Palestinians and
Palestinians, one that would end their bloody, internecine war.

“Before pushing “peace” upon Israel and the Palestinians, it would be
helpful if the international community first tried to help the Palestinians
stop torturing each other. The Palestinians cannot make peace with Israel
while they are busy killing their own people. The Palestinians cannot make
peace with Israel when their leaders lead only themselves – to money and
power.”

He points out that the dispute between Hamas and Fatah “is not over who
will bring democracy and a better economy to the Palestinians. They are
not fighting over who will improve the living conditions of the Palestinians
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip by building new schools and hospitals.

They are not fighting
over who will introduce
major reforms to the
Palestinian government
and end financial and
administrative corrup-
tion. They are not fight-
ing over the need for
freedom of expression
and a free media.

Instead, this is a
struggle over money,
power and ego.”

Both sides accuse the
other of working with
the Israelis and the
Trump administration.

“Who is Israel sup-
posed to make peace
with?” Abu Toameh
asks. “With the discred-
ited 83-year-old Abbas,
who will never be able
to win the backing of a
majority of his people
for any peace agree-
ment with Israel? Or
with Hamas, which for-
ever informs the world
that it will never make
peace with Israel
because it cannot
accept the presence of

non-Muslims on what it perceives to be Muslim-owned land?”
A writer who goes by the name of Kamel Amin Thaabet offers another

perspective on why a peace treaty between Israelis and Palestinians is not
currently possible.

“Not something I usually do,’ he writes, “but here’s a thread with some
thoughts on the Arab-Israeli conflict and the myopia of groups like
IfNotNow, and J Street .”He identifies three principal dimensions to the
conflict – over lands captured by Israel in 1967, over the creation of the
State of Israel in 1948 and the conflict between open societies and the ret-
rograde forces of radical Islam.The first conflict, he writes, is essentially
solvable by trading land for peace. “Although the peace with Egypt is cold,
Israel traded the Sinai for peace some 40 years ago and it has held,” he
points out. “Although it didn’t involve much land, the peace deal with
Jordan has also endured since 1994. “The second conflict is not solvable by
trading land for peace. The objective is to unwind the creation of the state
of Israel, whether by force or creation of a
binational state which would functionally be

Palestinian infighting makes peace with Israel impossible
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Short takes
By BERNIE BELLAN

A
nyone who has been a reader of this paper over the past few years
would realize that, as editor, I don’t shy away from letting readers
tear a strip off me – or any other individuals who write for this

paper.
But, following publication of the last issue, I received two emails in

quick succession, both of which took issue with articles that appeared in
that issue. I should explain that each edition is embalmed to online sub-
scribers a day before the print edition is delivered. Both emails arrived
before the print edition had been delivered, but both emails also came
from individuals who are not subscribers to the paper. (I know all our
online subscribers by name and I immediately knew that someone had
forwarded their copies to these two embalmers.)

Any publication that has online subscribers faces this problem: It is not
at all difficult for legitimate subscribers either to forward their online edi-
tion to anyone they like or, if a particular publication requires someone
to have a username and password – to pass that username and password
along to others. (I know that some publications limit the number of IPA
addresses which can be used to receive a particular publication, but we
don’t do that.)

I am well aware that the moment I send out the paper to online sub-
scribers many of those subscribers forward the paper to quite a few other
individuals. Of course, this is a source of great frustration for me, as this
paper is a business and we rely upon subscription revenue for part of our
income. I hope that, if you’re reading this, and you are one of those indi-
viduals who likes to forward your online edition to others that you stop
to think about what you are doing. Why not ask those individuals to
whom you are forwarding the paper to spend the $26 that it would take
for them to become legitimate subscribers instead?

So – what happened in the case of both those emails is that I respond-
ed to the senders by asking whether they, in fact, were actual subscribers
to the paper? In subsequent emails I explained that  my policy has been
not to print letters from non-subscribers. We receive many emails from
non-subscribers asking us to print letters. I simply do not print them –
unless they come from someone who has pertinent information to give
about something that appeared in the paper. 

One of those embalmers took particular umbrage at my asking him
whether he was a subscriber - and to take issue with my refusal to  print
his letter. Now apparently  a relative of his is also threatening to cancel
his subscription because of my policy of not printing letters from non-
subscribers. But, we do allow comments on our website from anyone
who might like to respond to an article that appears on the website. I
invited that individual to post a comment on the website, but he remains
adamant that his letter appear in the paper.

I’m curious to know what others think about my policy. I might also
point out that, upon occasion, I have printed op-ed pieces in response to
something that appeared in the paper, but I insist on seeing the op-ed
before I agree to print it. I don’t make carte blanche promises to print
something without seeing it in advance.

It’s nice to know that the paper is widely read; however, like almost all
other publications these days, it’s a tough business to be in. In a world
where readers don’t like to pay for content it’s becoming increasingly dif-
ficult to survive. So – if you’re one of those two individuals who sent me
emails following the last edition – or if you’re one of those individuals
who likes to forward the online edition to others, think about it: If you
want your say about something that appeared in the paper, how about a
quid pro quo? Is it too much to ask for $26 to become a legitimate online
subscriber? Then I guarantee you I’ll print your letters.

Post script: After I penned this column one of the two embalmers to
whom I’ve just referred did post two comments on our website. You can
read those comments at www.jewishpostandnews.ca

Continued on page 7.
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School
Endowment Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching
Fellow, University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
The mass produced Yiddish press in the Inter War period was a big

commercial success. Eddy Portnoy’s book “Bad Rabbi and Other
Strange but True Stories from the Yiddish Press” tells the story of the
poor, uneducated, and estranged Jews of New York, Warsaw and other
big cities. Thieves, hostlers, prostitutes, false doctors and bad rabbis
reveal a different kind of urban, impoverished yet extremely vital type
of Jews on the verge of extinction. Portnoy is a marvelous storyteller
with a good sense of humor and compassion. 

Jewish Radio Hour - Upcoming Shows
Listen to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM on Radio

Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online at ckjs.com
On January 27/19, Regine Frankel will interview Lori Binder, Head of

School and CEO of the Gray Academy. Rochelle Zucker will host the
Yiddish segment. 

On February 3/19, Rochelle Zucker will be at the microphone for the
whole hour. 

You can listen to past shows on our podcast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

The Forward is ending its print edition,
laying off 40 percent of its staff

January 16, 2019 
(JTA) – The Forward, one of the

most renowned and longest-running
Jewish publications in the United
States, will be ceasing its print edition
and laying off its editor in chief and
40 percent of its staff.

The New York Post reported
Wednesday night (Jan. 16) that the
Forward would be ending its print
run more than 120 years after it
began publication in 1897. It will
continue to exist online in English
and Yiddish. A laid-off staff member
posted the Post article on Facebook without comment.

The Forward’s editor in chief, Jane Eisner, will be laid off after more
than a decade in the position, along with Executive Editor Dan
Friedman. Also laid off are Kurt Hoffman, the art director; Anya
Ulinich, the deputy art director; Dave Goldiner, director of digital
media; Kathleen Chambard, vice president of marketing; and Fern
Wallach, an advertising account executive.

“The Forward is taking the next step in making our brand more rele-
vant to our readers and more connected to their lives,” Publisher and
CEO Rachel Fishman Feddersen said, according to the Post. “We are
announcing that this spring the Forward will complete its evolution
from what was once a print-focused publisher to become a digitally
focused publication.”

The New York City-based publication began as a Yiddish-language
newspaper and launched a weekly English-language print edition in
1990. In 2017, it shifted to publishing a monthly magazine. The
Forward has been known historically for investigative journalism, cov-
erage of Jewish culture and a left-wing editorial stance. It is a client of
JTA’s syndication service.

A cover of The Forward newspaper from 1936 
Credit Library of Congress

Abraham Cahan, one of the
founders of the Forward, in
1936. (Wikimedia Commons)



D
r. Ross Feldman, Medical
Director, WRHA Cardiac
Sciences Program and

Professor of Medicine at the
University of Manitoba, is one of
the newest members of the Order
of Canada.

“You get internal gratification
for the things you accomplish
during your career, but it is still

nice being publicly recognized,” he says. “There are many
illustrious people who are members of the Order of
Canada. It is an honour being counted among them.”

Although this newest member of the Order of Canada is rel-
atively new to our community – having been here little more
than a year, he says that he felt right at home very quickly.
One of the first things he did was join the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue. He says that he really likes Rabbis Matthew Leibl
and Anibal Mass and is comfortable with the service.

Winnipeg is the latest stop for Feldman in a career that
has taken him from his hometown, Niagara Falls, to
Kingston (where he attended Queen’s University), Toronto,
Melbourne Australia, Nashville, Iowa City, London,
Ontario, (where he was associated with the University of

Western Ontario
for 25 years) and,
most recently,
Memorial Uni-
versity in St.
John’s, New-
foundland,  where
he was Professor
of Medicine and
Chair, Discipline
of Medicine.

So what brought
him to Winnipeg?

“There was an

opportunity here,” he responds. “I knew
people at the Research Centre of St.
Boniface. (He is based at the I.H. Asper
Institute at the St. Boniface Hospital and has
a laboratory at the Albrechtson Research
Centre) With the restructuring in medical
care going on here, I felt that there was an
opportunity for me to contribute to health-
care in friendly Manitoba in terms of innov-
ative new approaches to the treatment and
prevention of heart disease.” He adds that
while he enjoyed being in St. John’s, he
found it rather insular.

Feldman observes that the Order of
Canada honour is in recognition of his con-
tributions over the past 40 years to preven-
tion and treatment of heart disease - both  in
the development of knowledge translation
programs to improve blood pressure con-
trol, and in relation to his research program
focusing on prevention of heart disease in
women.

He notes that he chose to tackle the issue
of women’s heart health because he per-

ceived that there were gaps in research and treatment in that area – specif-
ically where post-menopausal women are concerned. “The risk factors for
heart disease for women increase substantially after menopause,” he says.
“One of my fields of study is how hormones outside the cell affect cell
function.”

He cites one specific receptor – GPER (G protein-coupled estrogen
receptor) - which, he reports, has been singled out for its effect on cell func-
tion. “WE found that GPER is really important in regulating cholesterol
and blood pressure levels,” he explains. “Being able to determine the role
that GPER has in high cholesterol and high blood pressure has allowed us
to focus on more effective ways to prevent and treat hypertension.”

There are simple everyday things that one can do to prevent hyperten-
sion, he notes: actions to increase exercise, such as minimizing the use of
escalators and elevators, parking farther away from the grocery store

entrance, and trying to walk for at least half an hour a day. In terms of
diet, he recommends eating more fruits and vegetables and restricting
alcohol consumption to no more than one drink a day, also trying to
reduce sodium intake by avoiding processed foods.

These measures, he says, are just as important as medication in
reducing blood pressure. The really good news, he reports, is that
Canada is a world leader in the prevention and control of hypertension,
in part related to the effectiveness of the knowledge translation pro-
gram that he developed and which has guided health care providers in
treating high blood pressure. 

During the course of his career, Feldman has authored more than 200
articles in the fields of cell signaling, adrenergic pharmacology and
management of risk factors important in the development of heart dis-
ease and strokes. He has held leadership roles in a number of scientif-
ic and professional organizations in the disciplines of medicine and
pharmacology, including Vice-President of the American Society of
Clinical Pharmacology and Therapeutics and Chair of the Clinical
Pharmacology Division of the American Society of Pharmacology and
Experimental Therapeutics. He has served as Governor of the Ontario
Chapter, American College of Physicians, Chair of the Scientific
Review Committee of the Heart and Stroke Foundation of Canada,
chair of the Research Committee and has been a member of the Board
of Directors of the Heart and Stroke Foundation of Ontario, also a  past
Governor of the Ontario Chapter, American College of Physicians. He
was founding president of both the Canadian Hypertension Education
Program (CHEP) as well as its successor, Hypertension Canada, where
he continues to be active at the public policy level in improving hyper-
tension management and control rates in Canada.

Throughout his career, Feldman has earned numerous awards and
scholarships, among them the Career Investigator Award from the
Heart and Stroke Foundation of Ontario, a George Morris Piersol
Research and Teaching Scholarship from the American College of
Physicians, the Burroughs-Wellcome Clinical Pharmacology Award,
and the Senior Investigator Award from the Canadian Society for
Clinical Pharmacology, as well as the Distinguished Service/Research
Award of the Canadian Hypertension Society. He received the George
Fodor Award for outstanding contributions to the prevention and con-
trol of hypertension (2010) and was awarded the Ken Brown Research
Award from the St. Boniface Hospital’s own Institute of
Cardiovascular Sciences.

Feldman isn’t sure yet of the date for his investiture in Ottawa but, he
says that, in the meantime, he will wear his new Order of Canada pin
proudly.

Leading researcher into heart disease prevention and treatment
newest member of Order of Canada
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Alternate Broker 
Powell Property Group
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www.stewartelston.com
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AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

DR. ROSS FELDMAN
“You get internal gratification for the
things you accomplish during your
career, but it is still nice being publicly
recognized.” 
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“Who Will Write Our History”
(A Film by Roberta Grossman Katahdin
Productions and Match & Spark, in associa-
tion with ARTE and NDR Present. 
Executive Producer: Nancy Spielberg)
By MARTIN ZEILIG

“Somewhere, years ago, there was a mother
who knew her son was the cleverist, the most
talented, the most beautiful. And, now the
brightest, most beautiful child in the world lies
in a strange street. And, his name isn’t even
known.” 

“Remember. My name is Nachem Gazewich.” 
Narration from “Who Will Write Our History”
“Emanuel Ringelblum understood that he had a story to tell; and, it was

the most important story he would have to tell,” observes historian Samuel
Kassow in this splendid and powerful 95-minute feature documentary
(with effective dramatization) by award-winning filmmaker Roberta
Grossman, who’s based in San Francisco, California. “Their goal was to
write the history of the war from the Jewish perspective. There was no time
to lose.”

The film is based on Kassow’s eponymous book. 
In his book, Who Will Write Our History? Rediscovering a Hidden

Archive From the Warsaw Ghetto,
Kassow speaks about the impor-
tance of preserving historical docu-
ments and the past, notes
Wikipedia. He describes the histor-
ical events going on during the
Second World War in the 1940s
that affected and eventually elimi-
nated the Warsaw Ghetto.

“His main focus is the
Ringelblum Archive created in
absolute secrecy by a small group

of people that lived in the Warsaw Ghetto which were uncovered and stud-
ied about ten years later,” says the online bio. 

Historian Emanuel Ringelblum began chronicling the events overtaking
the Jews of Warsaw and the surrounding areas under Nazi control, explains
an article from Yad Vashem in the online publication, aish (“Emanuel
Ringelblum: The Oyneg Shabbes Underground Archive in the Warsaw
Ghetto”, October 8, 2018). Once the Jews were forced into the Warsaw
Ghetto, Ringelblum decided to found the secret Oyneg Shabbes (“Joy of
the Sabbath”) Archive.

This group of journalists, scholars, and community leaders in the Warsaw
Ghetto “vowed to defeat Nazi lies and propaganda”, not with guns or fists,
but with pens and paper.

“To leave time capsules was one of the most effective forms of resis-
tance,” Kassow, who is one of several historians interviewed in the film,
says. “We can at least fight to ensure that our memory will be based on
what we write, and not on what the Germans show.”

It was a battle for memory. The film tells “the most important unknown
story of the Holocaust,” in the director’s opinion.

The film combines the writings of the archive with interviews, rarely
seen footage, and dramatic re-enactments to, as Grossman has written,
“transport us inside the Ghetto and the lives of these courageous resistance
fighters.” 

Featuring the voices of three-time Academy Award nominee Joan Allen
and Academy Award winner Adrien Brody, the film honours the Oyneg
Shabes members’ resolve in creating, as Kassow notes, “the most impor-
tant cache of eyewitness accounts to survive the war.” 

The words spoken by actors in the film come from the writing of the
Oyneg Shabes Archive and/or in the case of the film’s narrator, Rachel
Auerbach, from her post-war writing, Grossman noted in an earlier com-
mentary. As with the historical people they portray, the actors switch seam-
lessly from speaking Yiddish to Polish in the film. 

It follows their moments of hope, as well as “their despair, desperation
and anger, sometimes at their fellow Jews as much as their Nazi captors,”
as is noted and portrayed in the film. 

It reveals the power and necessity of resistance.
“The will to live is mightier than the will to destruction,” wrote

Ringelblum.
Never forget!
In 1999, three document collections from Poland were included in

UNESCO’s Memory of the Word Register: The masterpieces of Chopin,
the scientific works of Copernicus and the Oyneg Shabes Archive. 

“Who Will Write Our History” will be one of the feature films at the
next Rady JCC’s Jewish Film Festival.

New film focuses on written archives from Warsaw Ghetto

the death knell of self-determina-
tion for the Jewish people. “The

third conflict is also not solvable by trading land for peace. The likes of
Hamas, Islamic Jihad, and Hezbollah view Israel as a cancerous tumor,
and would excise it if they had the means.

They subscribe to the maxim of thinking globally, but acting locally -
Dar-al-Harb.” He argues that if Israel yielded every dunam captured in
1967, “the move would end the conflict over those lands, but it would be
a blunder in conflicts 2 and 3, strengthening the forces arrayed against
Israel (which are not be liberal and democratic).” “And the conflicts are
also asymmetric in that Israel is being asked to yield something tangible–
land – for something intangible – peace. This against the backdrop of a
region in utter turmoil, where the Arab nation state as a concept isn’t
working out all that well.”

He posits that “even assuming that the likes of IfNotNow and J Street
have good intentions (which is questionable, he comments), the mistake
they make is discussing the conflict solely in terms of the “occupation” –
i.e., the conflict over 1967. The existence of sovereign Israel itself is the
bone in the throat.” He concludes that “the Palestinians recognize only
their rights, not their responsibilities. And they recognize only Israeli
responsibilities, not Israeli rights. The failure of Oslo, empirically, should
have made the other dimensions to the conflict manifestly clear.”

Continued from page 4.

ADL asks congresswoman to explain photo with fig-
ure who praised Hezbollah, likened Zionists to Nazis 

WASHINGTON (JTA)
— The Anti-Defamation
League wants Rep.
Rashida Tlaib, D-Mich., to
explain a photo of her pos-
ing with a man who has
likened Zionists to Nazis
and who has praised terror-
ists.

“Days ago, Rashida Tlaib
was photographed at an
event with Abbas
Hamideh, a man who has praised terrorist groups Hamas and Hezbollah
and equated Zionists with Nazis,” ADL CEO Jonathan Greenblatt said
Thursday on Twitter. “We ask her to clarify his attendance and denounce
his anti-Semitism.”

Hamideh, based in Cleveland, has for years been involved in anti-Israel
activity, praising terrorist groups like the Lebanese militia Hezbollah, and
repeatedly likening Zionists to Nazis.

On Jan. 12, he posted on Twitter a photo in which he is standing next
to Tlaib, holding a painting of the congresswoman, a freshman who is a
Palestinian American, wearing traditional Palestinian dress in front of the
Capitol.

“I was honored to be at Congresswoman Rashida Tlaib swearing-in
ceremony in Detroit and private dinner afterward with the entire family,
friends and activists across the country,” he said in the tweet.

A number of conservative outlets reported on the tweet, but the closest
Tlaib has come to addressing it is in a dismissive tweet. “Right-wing
media targeting me again rather than focusing on the President’s reckless
government shutdown,” said Tlaib, who is one of two Democrats in the
U.S. House of Representatives who have endorsed the boycott Israel
movement. “Yes, I am Muslim and Palestinian. Get over it.”

Hamideh was unrepentant Thursday on Twitter. “I know what I said
that’s why I wrote them on here but thanks for making them go viral,” he
said to the ADL and other critics of his tweets.

Israel destroys home of Palestinian
teen who killed Ari Fuld

(JTA) — Israeli troops demolished the home of
a Palestinian terrorist who killed Ari Fuld, a U.S.
and Israeli citizen, in the West Bank.

The home of the family of Khalil Jabarin, 16,
was blown up Friday, January 18, in the village of
Yatta, near Hebron, Ynet reported. The teenager,
who is standing trial for murder in Israel, fatally
stabbed Fuld in September.

Fuld was a high-tech entrepreneur and well-
known activist for various causes, including pro-
Israel advocacy and innovation.

Ari Fuld, 45, left his home for a routine shop-
ping trip and became a national legend for the
way he shot a terrorist after he himself was mor-
tally wounded near the Rami Levy supermarket
in the Gush Etzion junction.

Rashida Tlaib with Abbas Hamideh

Ari Fuld
slain outside a

shopping centre in
Gush Etzion on

Sept. 16 last year
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Joanne Seiff

I
just heard some difficult news. A good friend
of mine from university has been diagnosed
with a serious form of cancer. Over time,

we’d moved, had children, and fallen out of
touch, but I was able to reach her quickly. She is
well enough for emailing, and we’ve fallen right
back into the dear friendship we had 20 some
years ago. Some of her more recent pathology
reports are slightly more hopeful. Even so, it’s a

very serious diagnosis and she’s in her mid-forties with kids in elementary
school.

During university, this friend and I were part of a trio of busy young
women. Often the only time we could spend together was breakfast. We’d
have bagels and coffee at a sunny warm spot, the Ithaca Bakery. The snow
piled high outside and the windows were steamed with humidity as we
laughed and complained together. It was the third friend who told me about
the brain cancer. She and I each, within moments, had come up with med-
ical resources for our dear friend. We
felt lucky to be able to say, “I know
something about this,” or “I know some-
one if you need medical information or
another opinion.” We wanted to support
her from far away.

I was reminded of this when looking at
the Torah Portion Yitro, (Exodus 18:1-
20:23) which starts out with a story
about Jethro, Zipporah’s father, and
Moses. Jethro is Moses’ father-in-law.
When Moses tells him how the Israelites
have escaped Egypt and what has happened, Jethro responds in Exodus
18:9. It says:

“And Jethro rejoiced over all the kindness that the Lord had shown Israel
when He delivered them from the Egyptians.”

Rashi responds to this by saying that Jethro rejoicing is the literal mean-
ing, but that Sanhedrin 94A (a Talmudic Midrash) suggests that Jethro’s
skin prickled, or crept with horror. He felt upset about Egypt’s destruction.
Rashi explains further that ‘people say’ that one should not speak nega-
tively about non-Jews in front of someone who has converted to
Judaism…even if the family converted 10 generations ago.

Jethro is called a Midianite priest, and is considered a “non-Hebrew.” The
Druze consider Jethro an important prophet and ancestor. No matter–
Moses was close with him, and married his daughter. This text and the
commentary is laden with meaning. Just on its surface–Jethro celebrates
and is grateful that his daughter and son-in-law and the Israelites have
come through a terrible experience. Yet further still, the Midrash explains
that Jethro knew the ramifications of the experience. Egyptians suffered

and were destroyed to bring about this event. Finally, there are valued con-
nections between people. It doesn’t matter where you come from….we
shouldn’t cause distress to those we love, if at all possible–even if they
aren’t ‘part of our in-group.’ Things in life are complex. We should cele-
brate and be grateful, but not cause further harm, either. Jethro intertwines
these concepts.

Jethro goes on to help Moses learn to delegate and do “leadership devel-
opment.” He encourages Moses to rely on the Israelites to lead and take
care of one another, as well.

What does this have to do with hearing of my friend’s terrible illness?
It was a wake-up call and a reminder to be thankful, as Jethro was, and

celebrate what we have…we can’t take our health for granted. The good
news is I am back in touch with someone I care about. It’s also an oppor-
tunity to look at how a third friend told me this news, and that my friend
with cancer has a rich community to lean on. She can delegate too, regard-
ing communication, help with her family, and maybe even finding medical

advice and explanations.
It’s also a reminder–we’re all connected,

regardless of religion. As Rashi shows us,
treating people with care extends beyond
the team with which you daven (pray).

Finally, smart people realize that real life
situations are complicated. It’s simplistic to
have a one size fits all approach to national-
ism. Moses supported and shepherded the
Israelites, but he also cared deeply about
people who were not, strictly speaking, part
of his crowd. Yes, we’re Jewish, but we

often love people who aren’t…and that is part of our tradition, too.

We’re lucky to have a tradition that values complication. As Jews, we
face a lot of complex concepts in the world, whether it’s our own personal
observances or how we apply those values to the world at large. We could
choose a simplistic response–a tirade or blanket objection to a view differ-
ent than our own. Many people do this–face it, it’s easier. (For example, the
U.S. Jewish minority who voted for Trump solely for his Israel policies)
Or, we could acknowledge the complexity of our choices instead.

Jethro wasn’t Jewish, and he wasn’t a one issue guy. He could celebrate
and express gratitude–while wrestling with other feelings: concern, loss,
sadness and worry. I hope to be like Jethro and do the same.

Joanne Seiff has written for CBC-Manitoba as well as Jewish publica-
tions like this one. She’s the author of three books, including one about the
Winnipeg Jewish Community– From the Outside In: Jewish Post Columns
2015-2016. Read more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com

How you look at it: Complexity and your perspective

By

JOANNE SEIFF

It doesn’t matter where you come
from….we shouldn’t cause distress to
those we love, if at all possible–even if

they aren’t ‘part of our in-group.’ Things
in life are complex. We should celebrate
and be grateful, but not cause further

harm, either.
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Community news

Michel Aziza given 
Lt.-Governor’s Award

On Monday, January 7,
Lt.-Gov. Janice Filmon
presented the Lieutenant
Governor’s Award for the
Advancement of
Interreligious Under-
standing to Michel Aziza
at a ceremony at
Government House that
took place with many
guests of different
denominations, as well as
members of the Yazidi
community, supporters
of Operation Ezra, along
with friends and family
of Michel Aziza in atten-
dance.

In presenting the
award, Lt.-Gov. Filmon
referred to Aziza having
quietly led and being the
driving force behind the
Operation Ezra project to
rescue, sponsor and reset-
tle Yazidi refugees since
its very inception. In
addition to Operation
Ezra’s 55 Yazidi spon-
sored refugees, Aziza has
worked tirelessly to help
government-sponsored
Yazidi refugees, and has
organized relief for those
living in desperate cir-
cumstances overseas in
the refugee camps. Aziza
has personally and generously
intervened to help individual
refugees and their families.
Under his leadership, an
Operation Ezra English as an
Additional Language Program
was created, expanding to include
government-sponsored refugees.
Thanks to Aziza’s work,
Operation Ezra, a project rooted
in the Winnipeg Jewish commu-
nity has grown organically to
include many partners in the
multi-faith community, advanc-
ing interreligious understanding
and knowledge about the Yazidi
religion and culture.

“Michel Aziza’s visionary out-
reach and passion for inclusion
exemplifies the spirit of this
award.” said Lt.-Gov. Filmon. “In this province where we so
proudly embrace multiculturalism, Mr. Aziza has been a model of
excellence, bringing voices throughout the multi-faith community
together to effect change.”

The Lieutenant Governor’s Award for the Advancement of
Interreligious Understanding is presented each year at a ceremony
at Government House, most often to an individual, who best
embodies understanding between all religious groups.

Interestingly, rather than a medal or a certificate, Lt.-Gov.
Filmon has chosen to honour award recipients with a tree devel-
oped especially in Manitoba, the Red Silver Maple. Following is
some information about the tree:

• The Lieutenant Governor’s Tree Project is a legacy initia-
tive of the Honourable Janice C. Filmon. This program will see
trees planted in honour of recipients of Lieutenant Governor’s
awards, replacing the awarding of medals. Trees will also be plant-
ed in honour of visiting royalty and dignitaries, and recognizing
outstanding Manitobans who have made notable contributions
positively impacting the overall quality of life in the province.

• Lt.-Gov. Filmon believes that planting a tree is a meaning-
ful way to recognize and honour award winners and volunteers,
while at the same time providing communities with a living legacy.

Come in from the cold, 
have brunch and learn at 

Etz Chayim’s Winter Warm Up!

For the children we have Jamie Oliviero, Winnipeg’s premier story-
teller. Jamie is a traditional storyteller and art-in-education specialist.
For 45 years he has worked in schools finding creative ways to animate
curriculum outcomes. He has toured extensively, giving workshops
and performances in Canada, the U.S., Central and Southeast Asia.

For older elementary children and teens we will have 2 separate ses-
sions of Improv with Sam McLean. Sam is a member of Dungeons and
Dragons Improv Show and has dabbled in sketch comedy, animation,
acting and acting foolishly. He has performed across Canada and even
in foggy old London, England. He graduated with a BA in Theatre and
Film from The University of Winnipeg in 2010.

Our adult and teenagers will attend a topical movie and discussion
with Rabbi Kliel Rose.

After a coffee and a nosh we have 2 sessions for the adults and any
teens who would like to attend.

A Modern Jewish Credo: a presentation and discussion with Bryan
Schwartz Phd. He holds an endowed chair at the University of
Manitoba Law School. He created and helps deliver an annual summer
program at Hebrew University in Israeli law and society. Bryan also
has an artistic side. He created a Jewish themed musical
“Consoulation: A Musical Mediation.

Joye Platford, recently finished her Art Therapy studies. She sees
that art heals because we can access the nonverbal and symbolic. She
works with children with FASD, children in foster care, seniors with
dementia, indigenous communities, faith communities, private clients
and recreational classes. She is an ordained Presbyterian minister.

We look forward to seeing you there!
Etz Chayim Programming Committee

On the podium during the award presenta-
tion (l-r): Belle Jarniewski, President,
Manitoba Multifaith Council; Inspector
Douglas Roxburgh of the Winnipeg Police
Service; Lorne Weiss, Past President,
Shaarey Zedek Congregation; Lt.-Gov.
Janice Filmon;  award recipient Michel
Aziza

Michel Aziza giving his
thank you speech

Lt.-Gov. Janice Filmon embraces Michel
Aziza while friends & family look on. Also
in the picture: former Manitoba Premier
Gary Filmon



10 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, January 23, 2019

123 Doncaster St. | 204-477-7510 | radyjcc.com

Richard Gillis

Sheena RattaiConcert
Cards 

Available! CONCERTS: $7 Rady JCC Members | $11 Non-members
SPEAKERS: Silver collection at the door

Winnipeg’s Foremost AFTERNOON Concert and Speaker Series

January 22 - March 21 2019
Tuesdays & Thursdays 2-3pm

Music
JAN 30 CMU Jazz Allstars
1:00 pm at Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre
FEB 5 Everybody Knows Leonard Cohen
with Sheena Rattai & her band

Speakers: 
JAN 24 Greg Mason 
Kapyong Barracks: An Urban Reserve 
JAN 29 Alison Gillmor 
Ghastly Artists, Great Art: A Conundrum
JAN 31 Tom Monteyne 
Winnipeg Desiderata: An Architect 
Contemplates the City that Could Be

Transportation available for a nominal fee

Winnipeg

Y1

Rady JCC’s Music ‘N’ Mavens,
Winnipeg’s foremost concert and

speaker series has begun! 
The Rady JCC is proud to present the city’s premier winter daytime

concert and speaker series. Producer Karla Berbrayer‘s latest pro-
gram entertains and stimulates with topical discussions, and fabulous
music presented by Manitoba’s top musical talents.

On Thursday, January 24, Greg Mason will kick off the speaker
component of Music ‘N’ Mavens with his presentation on Kapyong
Barracks: An Urban Reserve. Greg has taught in the Department of
Economics at the University of Manitoba since 1974. His perspective
on the future of the Kapyong Barracks site should be interesting to all. 

Tuesday, January 29, Alison Gillmor will tackle the prickly subject
Ghastly Artists, Great Art: A conundrum. What do we do with all the
information gleaned about the personal lives of artists we love, and
how do we separate that from the work they did? Alison teaches in the
History of Art program at the University of Winnipeg. 

Wednesday January 30, Music ‘N’ Mavens moves to the Gwen
Secter Creative Living Centre for a concert with the CMU Jazz
Allstars. These jazz vocal students from Canadian Mennonite
University under the leadership of Helen White, have put together a
concert of favourite standards. 

Thursday January 31, architect Tom Monteyne presents Winnipeg
Desiderata- An Architect Contemplates the City that Could Be. Tom’s
extensive project experience ranges from the Children’s Museum, and
Fort Whyte Alive, to the Winnipeg Folk Festival. His architectural
dreams for Winnipeg are certain to be inspiring. 

On February 5, Sheena Rattai and her band take the stage for a
tribute to Leonard Cohen. Everybody Loves Leonard Cohen allows us
to celebrate the late, great, and much loved Leonard Cohen. 

Concert Passes are the best way to enjoy the series. Not only do they
provide great savings -they permit you to bypass the lines and walk
right into the theatre! Music ‘N’ Mavens offers transportation for a
nominal fee, by advance registration. Call 204 477 7510 for more
information.

Special to the JP&N

“W
hen I first
signed up to
be part of

the Staff team at
Machane Lev, I did not
think that we would be
having the kind of impact
on the Jewish LGBTQ+
community that we have
seen,” says 24-year-old
Gaston Lopez Ficher,
who was a staff member
last summer. Machane
Lev is a one-week,
Jewish overnight camp
for children and youth
who are both LGBTQ and
Jewish. The camp was founded
by Canadian Young Judaea.

Machane Lev literally means
Camp Heart. It is a place where
you can bring and be your
whole heart. There are many
ways to be Jewish, and there
are many ways to be Queer; this
place allows for both to happen
at the same time. This camp is
committed to being an inclu-
sive Jewish summer camp, that
celebrates identity, encourages
creativity and enhances leadership skills while emphasizing the centrality
of Israel and a love of the Jewish community.

“The camp is located in Gravenhurst, Ontario and it welcomes youth
from all over North America. My goal is to be able to expose the Winnipeg
community to this safer space” says Lopez Ficher. “I was able to see how
youth found a place in their Jewish identity and their LGBTQ+ identity all
at the same time.” 

Last year the camp saw 24 youth from the ages of 8 to 17 heading out to
this incredible space. This year, the goal is to continue to increase the reach
and camper enrollment, with campers already registered from the United
States and Israel. “This camp is needed by many youth in our local Jewish
Winnipeg community. I believe that our community needs to be aware that
if they know someone who would benefit from this camp, they are wel-
comed. The goal is to make this a Jewish LGBTQ+ national camp, which
receives youth from all over the world,” says Gaston Lopez Ficher 

“The camp allows for an intersectionality of the youth’s identity, ” says
Lopez Ficher who admits to feeling that his two identities did not coincide
when he was a teenager. “I didn’t have the opportunity to attend this camp
as a youth, but now I am able to provide a space where every camper is cel-
ebrated for who they are.” 

Machane Lev has all the amenities and activities of a regular camp, includ-
ing dance, drama, sport, arts and crafts, daily swimming opportunities and
water sports. In addition, it includes sing-a-longs of Jewish songs, teachings
of Hebrew words and an experiential Jewish and Israeli education. 

“The camp provides for moments where you can redefine how you feel,
both as a Queer person and Jewish youth. More importantly, it allows
youth to see that there is a place where their Jewish identity and their queer
identity can co-exist, ” Lopez Ficher says.

Gaston Lopez Ficher, who will be the assistant program director at
Machane Lev this summer, says that it was incredible to see how all of the
campers changed over their short time at the camp. “The campers change
right before your eyes. The change we are seeing is that they are becoming
more comfortable with their gender expressions and Jewish identity” says
Lopez Ficher. “But more importantly,” he adds, “the sleepaway camp
allows for friendships to be made with individuals who are experiencing
the same things you are—and that is something that cannot be described;
it can only be felt.”

For more information regarding dates and rates, please contact Risa
Epstein, the camp’s director, by email, risa@youngjudaea.ca.

Scholarships are available to any Jewish child in need and wishing to
attend. The camp runs from August 18 until August 25, 2019.

Machane Lev Camp for
LGBTQ youth

Canadian news
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I
n 2006, when
Michael  and Ronit
Cantor decided to

move to Winnipeg, it
was after Michael’s
exploratory visit and
job opportunity
research.

Michael’s work is as
a transportation engi-
neer. During his
exploratory visit, he
went to the
Association of
Engineers in the city
to start the process of
becoming licensed in
Manitoba. This is
likely one of the main
reasons Michael was
able to find a job in engineering within one week of arriving here in 2008.

Both Ronit and Michael were born in Russia and moved to Be’er Sheva
in southern Israel in the late 1970s, as toddlers with their families. 

As it happened, both of them have parents who are doctors, and they met
in their teens during the hot Israeli summer. “We actually met as kids,” said
Michael. “We were going to the same swimming pool in Be’er Sheva, real-
ly met at the pool at the end of the day.”

The Cantors came to Canada with two kids – Maya (14) and Jonathan
(13) – and the family welcomed their newest addition, Eitan, who was born
here over four years ago.

Back in March 2008, the Cantors enjoyed a Winnipeg welcome when
they landed. “We came in a snowstorm and, unfortunately, the sleeves at
the old airport in Winnipeg didn’t work,” recalled Michael. “So, we had to
walk from the plane to the building...And, it was a scene - running with the
kids and my mother-in-law in the snow...from the heat of Be’er Sheva to a
snowstorm. It was an interesting welcome, but it was good. It was funny. I
was laughing about it and it was a memorable experience.”

(Ed. note: Be’er Sheva is a sister city to Winnipeg.)

Michael’s career in Winnipeg, since getting his first job in 2008, has con-
tinued to stretch his managerial abilities with the City of Winnipeg’s traf-
fic division. “I worked for eight-and-a-half-years as a traffic signals engi-
neer, which include the overall management of the traffic signals
branch...which is design, building, and maintaining all the traffic signals in
the city. We have lots of them.

“Through 2015 to 2017, we designed, built, and implemented one of first
traffic management center. Then, on October 2nd, I moved to a new posi-
tion, as manager of streets maintenance.”

It took Michael a bit of time to adjust to the different traffic signals in
Winnipeg, as they are different that those in Israel. “One of my stop signs,
I put a hand, like in Israel, and the engineers said, ‘We don’t have this kind
of thing,’” recalled Michael. “That was during my first few weeks at this
job. It was funny. I didn’t realize that the sign was different. It was a funny
moment. I needed to double check my signs.”

Michael’s latest work transition was due to him feeling the need for a new
challenge, after almost nine years dealing with traffic signals. He went for
his third interview in Winnipeg, hoping to – and succeeding in – becoming
the head of street maintenance for the city.

“I moved from managing 50 people to a division with 500 people,” said
Michael. “I thought I needed to grow. I felt like my energy wasn’t con-
tributing to signals anymore. I didn’t have the same passion and hunger as
I had before. Energy-wise, I wanted a new challenge.”

Michael enjoys working for the city, seeing it as a great way to have a
direct effect on the quality of life of Winnipeggers, which includes him and
his family.

“The services we provide are totally different throughout the yearly
cycle,” said Michael. “We have different people coming in and out – more
in the summer, less in the winter. Dealing with the winter becomes more
enjoyable, because winter became work for me...because I’m looking for
the snow, looking for the forecast, clearing the snow, spreading beet juice,
de-icing materials, very interesting.”

Beet juice is being used in the city to increase traction, especially on
bridges and ramps. “It’s the residual from the beet industry, and we use that
for de-icing,” said Michael. “It’s better than salt, because it’s organic and
can anti-ice for much colder temperatures.”

Michael Cantor: Winnipeg’s new head of street maintenance

City of Winnipeg Transportation Management Centre Team (l-r):
Greg Blatz, Jonathan Foord, Michael Cantor, Scott Shewchuk, Ryan
Patrick.

Cantor family (l-r): Jonathan, Ronit, Ethan
and Maya.

“One of my stop signs, I put a hand, like in Israel,
and the engineers said, 

‘We don’t have this kind of thing,’” 

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

Newcomers
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Sports

By BERNIE BELLAN

T
hirty-six-year-old Aaron Pfeffer has
been training as a judoka since he was
six years old. His very first coach was

Mark Berger, former Olympic Bronze medal-
ist (1984), also a former PanAmerican Games
Gold medalist.

The son of Shelley and the late Harvey
Pfeffer, growing up Aaron attended the
Talmud Torah and Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate (until the end of Grade 10), fol-
lowed by two years at the University of
Winnipeg Collegiate. He went on to acquire a
Bachelors degree in kinesiology. Aaron now
works as a property manager for Black &
Armstrong Realty, but in his spare time he
continues to pursue his passion for judo.

Aaron is the holder of a third-degree black belt in judo. (He explains that
there are 10 degrees you can achieve as a black belt.) He says that his com-
petitive career in judo “climaxed in 2006” when he “won the national
championships in Winnipeg.”

In speaking with him, I note that Aaron was also a former Jewish Athlete
of the Year (in 2005), although he now says that his greater accomplish-
ments in the judo world came later – including competing in the Maccabiah
Games in Israel on three separate occasions. In 2005, he won a Bronze
Medal in judo at the Maccabiah Games.

Aaron’s first national championship actually came in 1997, he says, when
he was 15. In 1999 he won the Western Canada Games championship. His
coach all those years was the aforesaid Mark Berger who, Aaron adds, still
coaches the Manitoba team (even at the ripe old age of 65.)

About a year and a half ago, Aaron explains, he decided to take his pas-
sion for judo to a different level when he opened his own school, called
Pfeffer Judo Club. Located at 1000 Notre Dame Avenue (just off
McPhillips), Aaron has been holding classes twice a week – on Sunday
afternoons (1:00 – 2:30 for kids and 2:45 – 4:15 for adults) and Tuesday

evenings (6:00 – 7:30 for kids
and 7:45 – 9:15 for adults).

“I started (the school) with
nobody”, Aaron says. Now he
has 26 students – including 16
kids and 10 adults, and his
school “is growing all the
time”, he adds. I ask Aaron how
he recruited the students and he
says it was “all word of
mouth”.

“As they get to higher levels a
couple of the adults” (all men,
by the way, although the kids’
class has a healthy mix of both
boys and girls) “have been
competing in tournaments and
have met with a lot of success,”
Aaron adds. His own nephew,
Jack Pfeffer, has won give gold
medals competing with other
kids at various tournaments,
while two other youngsters –
Benji and Seth Munroe, have also won gold medals.

As far as adult students go, Moishe Lewis won gold recently in his first-
ever tournament in Brandon. (Interestingly, it turns out that a heavy pro-
portion of students in both the kid and adult classes happen to be Jewish.
The night that I visited Pfeffer Judo Club, I met three parents of five dif-
ferent children, all of whom are enrolled in the Hebrew Bilingual program
at Brock Corydon School.)

While there are already a decent number of students in both the kid and
adult classes, Aaron says there’s always room for more. For that matter, “if
it came to that,” he notes, he’d be quite willing to add additional classes
should demand dictate.

I ask him how much it costs to join his club. “Fifty dollars a month”,
Aaron answers. “It’s a good deal – twice a week”, he points out – for a lit-
tle more than five dollars a class.

“We push the kids, but they have a lot of fun”, Aaron says. “It’s a great
way to get in shape” and, as he further explains, the progression level of
most of the students is quite rapid. He points to Moishe Lewis who, he
says, just started in the judo club about a year ago but who has already won
a tournament and now has his yellow belt (the first stage of advancement
in judo).

If you would like to know more about joining Pfeffer Judo Club, you can
refer to Aaron’s website: www.pfefferjudo.ca or call Aaron at 204-615-
1836.

Judo master Aaron Pfeffer now running successful judo club

Aaron at right with the adult male members of his club (Note:
Although there are no women in the adult division as of yet, there is no
reason women can’t also join the club.)

Aaron with the kids in his club (many of whom, it turns out, are stu-
dents at Brock Cordyon School in the Hebrew Bilingual program).

Aaron (in blue) at the Canadian
National Championships in 2006
flipping his opponent to win the
Gold Medal

AARON PFEFFER 
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Israel news

By SIMONE COHEN SCOTT
Jerusalem, January 18th, 2019

M
oshe Arens passed away this month on
January 7. Over the years I heard talks by
Arens three times.. The first occasion was

years ago at one of our excellent forums in
Winnipeg. 

The second, in 2013, was here in Jerusalem at
the A.A.C.I. (Association of Americans &
Canadians in Israel), where he discussed his book
“Flags Over the Warsaw Ghetto”. I reported on
that talk for this paper, and subsequently reviewed
the book as well. That evening, in the process of
discussing the book, he opened up considerably
about who he was as a person. The audience knew,
of course, of his illustrious career in the Knesset,
serving from 1973 to 1992 and again from 1999
until 2003. Over those years he had held key posi-
tions: Ambassador to the United States, Foreign
Minister, Minister of Defense three separate times.
- all this, in addition to his earlier career in indus-
try and academia. 

During the Q & A, someone in the audience
asked him if he had belonged to a youth program
growing up. His answer was “BETAR”, the Jewish
youth group best known for its association with
Zev Jabotinsky, and which was loosely modeled
after the Jewish legions which fought with the
British forces during World War I. (The name
BETAR is an acronym formed from the name
Joseph Trumpeldor, a founder and one of the heroes of those legions.) 

By the time Arens was born in 1925 in Lithuania, the organization had
branches throughout Eastern Europe. He became a leader in the movement,
no doubt carrying his involvement over to the United States where he emi-
grated with his family at age 14. In World War II, he served in the United
States Army. By 1948 he had moved to Israel and was serving in the War
of Independence with Etzel, (an acronym for the Irgun), Jabotinsky again
being one of its founders. He returned to the States long enough to earn an
engineering degree from M.I.T, then to study aeronautical engineering at
Caltech.

It was finally, in 2016, around Arens 90th birthday, when he spoke at
Jerusalem’s International Rotary Club, that I realized the kind of man he
really was. He spoke that day about what was probably the biggest disap-
pointment of his entire life, the cancellation, in August 1987, of the Lavi jet
fighter plane. The idea to build something like the Lavi grew out of the Six
Day War. Throughout the years prior, and then during that war, supplier
countries had been stalling or holding back sales and/or delivery of
weaponry to Israel. (A manipulative device for sure, to make Israel knuck-
le under.) The ambitious solution was for Israel to develop its own arms
industry. Furthermore, its needs were unique; no other country faced the
specific topographical, existential, and geographical, considerations of
Israel, particularly lack of strategic depth, personnel preservation, and
range capability, meaning lack of refueling depots. It isn’t that Israel had
been doing without these requirements; she invariably had to modify and
adapt any weaponry she would receive.

A word here about ‘personnel preservation’: Every one knows that Israel
values every single member of her fighting force. When a fellow has
become a top notch pilot or gunner, or whatever, he is not easily replaced.
It’s important to keep him alive. An example of this (I learned) is Israel’s
Merkava tank, designed so that the crew is in back. In battles they are apt
to lose the engine, but not the crew. Israelis have devised a way to do this
without sacrificing vision capability. No other country has been attentive to
that feature: Tank crews everywhere else are placed up front.

The design of the Lavi would have been excellent in every way.
Uh….except for costs. Production facilities needed to be built. If 300
planes were produced, the cost per plane would have been quite reasonable
(as costs go in the arms industry). But Israel didn’t need 300 planes. She
needed a market for all the extra ones. Some were planned to go to the
United States, as President Reagan was all for it - as was Congress which,
in 1983, had passed the purchase. There were opportunities lining up for
the Lavi to be a win/win for both countries. (Actually the States was
fronting a lot of the money for the endeavour.) On 31 August 1987, the
decision went to the Israeli Cabinet. The naysayers, in their presentation,
based the cost on 80 planes, not 300. The vote on whether or not to go
ahead was taken. Eleven were in favour, twelve were not. One vote.

I mentioned earlier that Arens was Defence Minister three different
times. He enthusiastically supported the development of this innovative
fighter plane. However, as it happened, between the critical years 1984 to
1990 the Defense Minister was Yitzchak Rabin, not Moshe Arens. Arens
instead was Minister Without Portfolio, then Foreign Minister. Had he been
the Defense Minister, it would have been a different story. The Washington

Post, the next day, wrote: ‘The 61-year-old for-
mer Ambassador to the United States and
Defense Minister responded to the narrow gov-
ernmental decision not to build the plane by
resigning from the Cabinet, saying he could not
fulfill his ministerial position by supporting a
decision he considers “a terrible mistake”.’ 

After Moshe Arens spoke to us at the Rotary
Club, I approached him and we chatted a bit,
making comparisons between the Lavi and the
Canadian Avro Arrow, which was unceremoni-
ously canceled back in 1959. Both were fighter
planes. Both were state of the art. Both would
have established their respective countries at the
forefront of cutting edge aeronautic industrial
technology. Both were dependent on forthcoming
support from the United States. (Canada’s securi-
ty concerns then, by the way, were Russian
bombers flying over the country’s north.) Both
decisions were crushing disappointments that left
untold numbers of highly skilled technicians job-
less, contributing to brain drain from the two
countries. Some are of the opinion, too, that both
cancellations were ultimately due to machina-
tions from certain quarters in the United States.

Still today Israel needs to adapt the planes she
purchases to suit her specific criteria. Persuading
arms manufacturers to conform to those criteria is
an uphill battle. The F-35s Israel recently pur-

chased from the Americans have certain unacceptable weaknesses/defi-
ciencies, and from what I understand, Israel is not being allowed to adapt
them herself. It seems the adjustments, and they’re not negligible, need to
be done in the States’ own facilities, by the States’ own personnel.

According to Wikipedia, as recently as 2013 Moshe Arens stated that if
the project had not been canceled, the IAF “...would be operating the
world’s most advanced fighter, upgraded over the years to incorporate
operational experience and newer technology.” I have no doubt production
of the Lavi would have become the ground floor of a solid aeronautical
industry in Israel, and was what Moshe Arens, Betar leader cum aeronauti-
cal engineer, was all about. My opening remark to him that day, and I had
a lump in my throat, had been a question: “How could you stand it? How
could you go on after that, and handle not the pain of the loss to you, but
the loss to the country?” He replied: “What can you do? How can you go
on? You go on, that’s all.” Rest in Peace, Moshe Arens, rest in Peace!

Moshe Arens z’l was a favourite of mine

MOSHE ARENS z’l

Jewish-American businessman among
21 killed in Nairobi terrorist attack

RON KAMPEAS
(JTA) – Jason Spindler, a

Jewish American whose life was
changed when he survived the
9/11 attack in New York, was
killed in a terrorist attack in
Nairobi, Kenya.

The shooting attack Tuesday,
Jan. 15, on a business complex,
claimed by the Somali Islamist
terrorist group Shabab, claimed
at least 21 lives. Shabab said it
was motivated in part to commit
the attack by President Donald
Trump’s recognition in 2017 of
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.

Spindler, a young investment banker in 2001, helped save lives in New
York on 9/11, friends told The Washington Post.

The experience led Spindler to leave investment banking, earn a law
degree from New York University and join the Peace Corps. He was in
Kenya as a social entrepreneur, helping others start small businesses as a
means of alleviating poverty.

An avid climber, he maintained a goofy sense of humor: In November,
on Facebook, he posted a picture of the Finger Board Room in his
Houston hometown synagogue, Beth Israel, and captioned it “Synagogue
or climbing gym #badclimbingjokes.”

Spindler’s Houston-based family was flying to Kenya to retrieve his
body and would hold a funeral service for him on Monday, Jan. 27, on
what would have been his 41st birthday.

JASON SPINDLER
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Books

A River Could Be a Tree
A Memoir
Angela Himsel
Fig Tree Books, Bedford, New York, 2018, 
268 pages
Reviewed by JOSEPH LEVEN

R
ight off the top let me say that I thorough-
ly enjoyed reading A River Could Be a
Tree by Angela Himsel. It’s a very well-

written book that tells a fascinating story.
The author grew up in rural Indiana in what

could best be called a Christian cult and today
she lives in New York City and is a practicing
Jew. Her memoir tells the tale of the long road in
between.

Many of you may remember the name Herbert W. Armstrong. He found-
ed the Radio Church of God which was later renamed the Worldwide
Church of God, and was the father of Garner Ted Armstrong. Herbert W.
Armstrong’s weekly radio show was called The World Tomorrow and his
publication The Plain Truth.

Armstrong and his church were most active from the 1940s through the
1970s. He preached a weird brand of Christianity that included observing
Saturday as the Sabbath, keeping the Jewish holidays as well as a form of
Kashrut. Mainly though he preached the imminent coming of the End of
Days, at which time the only ones who would be saved would be those who
adhered tightly to the church’s doctrines.

Armstrong also demanded and received a constant flow of tithes and
donations from church members, which unknown to them, financed his liv-
ing a lavish and thoroughly immoral lifestyle. His private plane was known
as The Flying Whorehouse and he had a long incestuous relationship with
his own daughter.

Himsel’s parents were poor, uneducated rural folk of German extraction
– perfect candidates for the Radio Church of God. It was in this environ-
ment that she was raised, one where Herbert W. Armstrong was worshipped
as God’s prophet and his teachings as beyond challenge. Every week she
and her many brothers and sisters faithfully attended church services where
they were fed a steady diet of fire and brimstone. She remembers as a

young girl worrying which of her and her sib-
lings would her parents eat first when the End
Times arrived. One could never pray enough,
follow the teachings closely enough and tithe
enough to be sure of being saved when the End
Times arrived in a few short years.

Although the Church’s teachings were deeply
indoctrinated into Himsel and it took many,
many years until she was able to free herself
from them, little by little she succeeded. She
started by going to university, becoming the first
member of her family to do so. She went to
Indiana University at the urging of her high
school guidance counsellor, but without any

clear goals. One day by chance she came across a brochure for an exchange
program in English for junior year students at the Hebrew University in
Jerusalem. To Himsel Israel was the land of Jesus and the Bible and she
imagined herself coming closer to God and to salvation by going there.

And the rest, as they say, is history. In Israel Himsel befriended Jews and
Arabs alike. She studied the Bible as literature. She spent some time with
distant relatives in Germany. In short, she became more worldly. As for
Israel: ‘I fell in love with Israel. Deeply, madly in love. It was a love that
never ended, despite the flaws that I discovered...I also fell in love with
Jerusalem. Actually I was mad about Jerusalem.’

Although Himsel returned to Indiana after graduating from the Hebrew
U., she didn’t last long in its narrow, parochial atmosphere and soon moved
to New York City. There she met Selig, a Jewish man ten years older than
herself, who, although secular himself, came from a very Orthodox family.
Their relationship went up and down for years, but ultimately resulted in
Himsel converting, their marrying and her having three Jewish children.
What a long journey from the Radio Church of God in rural Indiana!

A River Could Be a Tree (the title comes from her father’s saying that
women should stick to the role that they were created for, ‘Just think what
would happen if a river thought it could be a tree.’) is an unlikely enough
story in itself but it is Angela Himsel’s writing that makes it such a treat to
read. It is chock-full of great vignettes told in a clear yet descriptive way.
Full marks!

Now Jewish, Angela Himsel began life in a Christian cult
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Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis says state will sanction
Airbnb for delisting Jewish West Bank settlements

MARCY OSTER
(JTA) – Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said his state would take action

against Airbnb for its decision to remove listings of rooms and homes for
rent in West Bank Jewish settlements.

Airbnb announced in November that it would remove the listings of
some 200 apartments and homes for rent in the settlements, but not in
Palestinian communities. The company said it consulted with experts to
learn about the historical disputes in the region to decide whether it
should be doing business in “the occupied territories.”

DeSantis, a Republican who was sworn in this month, said Tuesday that
the state would suspend the use of Airbnb for state-paid travel and con-
sider preventing its pension fund from investing in the firm. Airbnb is not
publicly traded but reportedly is planning to go public as early as June,
or at least by 2020, according to trade publications.

“We have a moral obligation to oppose the Airbnb policy; it does target
Jews specifically,” DeSantis said.

DeSantis’ announcement is part of a steady campaign to curry favor with
Florida’s large Jewish community. On Monday, he announced a Jewish
judge as his selection to sit on the State’s Supreme Court during a news
conference at a Miami Jewish day school, where he also announced that
he would travel with a state delegation to Israel in May. He recently
announced more money to pay for security at Florida Jewish schools.

Airbnb operates in 191 countries and regions and more than 81,000
cities. A brief check Wednesday on its website shows that rentals in West
Bank Jewish settlements remain listed.

Israel’s minister of strategic affairs, Gilad Erdan, praised the DeSantis
announcement, calling it “an important decision that will embolden the
fight against anti-Semitic boycott organizations. We will continue to act
in all possible ways to nullify the bigoted decision discriminating against
citizens of the State of Israel and harming them financially because of
where they live.”

Erdan, who heads a committee of Israeli government ministers charged
with countering the Airbnb decision, last month sent letters to five gov-
ernors in the United States, including DeSantis, urging them to express
their opposition to the Airbnb decision and to take economic measures
against the company.

The Christians United for Israel Action Fund issued a statement
Tuesday supporting DeSantis’ announcement.

“State and local governments should continue to take decisive mea-
sures to limit Airbnb’s ability to operate unless and until this bigoted pol-
icy is reversed,” CUFI said.
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SAMUEL LOUIS “SHOM” ROITENBERG
Our beloved father and

grandfather left us on Tues-
day November 27, 2018 at
93 years. Shom was prede-
ceased by his loving wife
Sheila (2008), his beloved
son Kerry (2017), his par-
ents Isaac and Rose, his
brothers George and Pinny
and his sister Sylvia.

Shom is survived by his
children Janis, Evan &
Audra, and his grand-

daughters Lindsay and Jillian. Shom is also survived
by his nieces and nephews, his companion Bobby, and
a litany of friends.

Born and raised in Winnipeg’s north end, Dad at-
tended Aberdeen School and St. John’s Tech before
joining the Air Force in 1943 as a mechanic. Luckily,
we won the war anyway. Following his service, Dad
went to work. First as a cutter in the clothing industry,
then embarking on his 37 year career in the insurance
business. Dad managed a top sales team with London
Life and made lifelong friends, which is no surprise as
Dad made friends wherever he went.

Dad was an accomplished baseball player. A first
baseman, Dad would describe himself as having a good
glove. Asked to describe himself as a hitter, Dad would
remind you of how good a fielder he was. He played,
and later managed, in the 20th Century League for the
Whirlaways. Proving that one should always be young
at heart, Dad continued to play into his 80’s with a
group of senior all-stars, and renewed his gym mem-
bership this past summer.

Mom and Dad married in 1951. They created a home
filled with love and raised a family together against a
backdrop of humour and music. Mom could sing, Dad
could not. Mom performed on stage, Dad applauded.
Dad performed in the insurance world, Mom sup-
ported. They each played to their strengths and, to-
gether, taught their children to do the same. Even
through adversity, humour and a desire to lead the best
life possible guided the journey. Dad offered wisdom
and quietly led by example. Dad was an extremely
proud father and, if possible, an even prouder zaida…or,
as he was known: a proud Yaya.

For the last 9 plus years, Dad enjoyed his companion-
ship with Bobby. They travelled together, enjoyed
dining out with friends or a simple evening playing
cards. They helped keep each other young and enjoyed
their grandchildren together, extending the good life.

And it was a good life. If being a mensch, a fine
person, is the goal, then Dad exceeded all expectations.
Dad was an extremely warm, caring and charming
man. Not only a gentleman, but a gentle man. It is rare
to hear of a man of whom no one can say a bad word.
Shom Roitenberg was such a man. Always humble, he
never understood the impact that he had on those
around him. Yet, impactful he was. If you served Dad
in a restaurant, helped him at the bank, or even scanned
his groceries, he left you with a smile on your face. And
in everyone’s memory of Dad, there is a smile on his.

Funeral services were held November 29 at the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue. Pallbearers were Ian
Cramer, Jacob Cramer, Norman Yusim, Daniel Yusim,
Jeff Hirsh and Michael Conner. Honorary pallbearer
was Randy Cramer. A special thank you to Debby and
Norm for always making Dad feel welcomed and
loved. If desired, donations can be made to the ‘In
Memory of Sheila and Kerry Roitenberg Fund’ at the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, to the Luther Home
Corp. of Winnipeg, or to a charity of your choosing.

Dad, Yaya in our hearts you will live forever. We will
always love you.

RACHEL ELAYNE MARGOLIS (nee Wright)
Date of passing: November 29, 2018

It is with great sadness
that our family announces
the passing of Rachel
Elayne Margolis (nee
Wright) at the Grace Hos-
pital on November 29th,
2018 at the age of 73.

Rae was an amazing wife
and mother, the best Baba,
and a great friend. She
opened her home to every-
one for family celebrations,
creating lasting memories.
If you were a part of her
family or circle of friends

you knew that you were loved so much. She immersed
herself in her community, dedicating countless hours
working at schools, spearheading casinos, teas, and
other fundraisers for her community. She received
recognition and many awards for her involvement in
the community.

Of Rae’s many accomplishments throughout her
life, her greatest was her grandchildren. She lit up in
their presence and cherished every minute she spent
with them. She had the unique gift of making each one
of them feel special. Her love, devotion, and dedication
to them was unparalleled.

Rachel is survived by her husband of 47 years, Gary;
daughter Tara Calvo (Aaron); son Jon (Danielle);
grandchildren Emma, Addison, Zev, and Stella; her
father John Wright; brother Lionel Wright (Brenda);
sister-in-law Gail and Ted Hechter; brother-in-law
Sheldon and Rita Margolis; and many nephew, nieces,
and cousins across Canada, the USA, and Europe.
Mom was predeceased by her mother Beverley Wright
and brother Craig Wright.

Services were held December 2nd, 2018 at the Con-
gregation Etz Chayim. Pallbearers were Aaron Calvo,
Cheney Wright, Ben Hechter, Joel Hechter, Evan
Margolis, Aubrey Margolis, and Chuck Narvey. Hon-
orary pallbearers were John Wright, Lionel Wright,
David Devere, Charles Shore, and Joe Solomon. In lieu
of flowers, donations can be made to the Shalom
Residences or Chesed Shel Emes Chapel.

MISCHA POLLOCK
September 15, 1924-January 9, 2019

It is with deep sadness that
we announce the peaceful
passing of Mischa Pollock,
beloved husband, father and
grandfather, on January 9,
2019, at the age of 94.

 Mischa is survived by his
loving wife, Lynn; children,
Dr. Debbie Pollock, Dr. Neil
Pollock (Michelle); grand-
children, Benny Pollock-
Kreel, Joshua, Elliot and
Shoshana Pollock.

 He is also survived by his
brothers, Gordon and
Harvey Pollock, sister,

Cecile Kowall; brother-in –law, Monte Kowall, sister- –
in-law, Beverly Bell; and many nieces and nephews.

 Mischa was predeceased by his parents Sam and Sluva
Pollock and sister, Myra Kravetsy; in-laws, Rose and
Phillip Bell; brothers- in-law, Abe, Saul and Benny Bell,
Chaim Kravetsy, sisters- in- law, Sylvia and Margaret
Bell, Sylvia and Mimi Pollock.

 Mischa had a good soul, a “gitte neshama” that will be
everlasting. His life was filled with good deeds. Mischa
was a moral, good and decent person, a true “mensch”. He
was a sincere and humble man.

 Mischa was a loving and devoted family man. He was
a generous and kind person who did everything for his
family. He was the happiest when he was with his wife,
children and grandchildren. They were the love of his life.
He was so proud of his children and grandchildren’s
accomplishments and received so much Nachas.

 Mischa immigrated to Canada in 1927 from Uman,
Russia along with his parents Sam and Sluva Pollock and
sister Myra. He spent his youth growing up in Bethany,
Manitoba and later moved to Winnipeg where he attended
St. John’s High School. He continued his post secondary
education at the University of Manitoba, graduating with
a Bachelor of Science Degree. Mischa was a brilliant
student. He was also a prolific poet. Mischa had a passion
for reading, writing and reciting poetry. He enjoyed the
serenity of nature and listening to Classical and Jewish
music.

 On October 2nd, 1960, Mischa married his soul mate,
Lynn Bell. They shared fifty-eight years of marriage
together, filled with happiness and many joyous celebra-
tions.

 Mischa was a well respected, dedicated, and successful
businessman who owned and operated the Department
store, Mischa Pollock Clothiers, well known throughout
the Winnipeg Community.

 As a result of Mischa’s determination, hard work and
keen business sense, he was able to retire at a very young
age. He continued to remain productive and active through-
out his life.

 In his retirement, he became inseparable from his
devoted, dear and loving wife Lynn. They enjoyed travel-
ling together, visiting their children and grandchildren in
Vancouver and going to Palm Springs.

 Lynn’s total dedication to Mischa was evident in how
she took such loving care of him throughout his life and
especially over the last two years when his health failed,
wanting to keep him at home with her for as long as she
possibly could, even to the detriment of her own health.

 Mischa and Lynn’s individual strengths and attributes
complimented each other and provided the family with a
solid home environment in which to grow up, filled with
abundant love and wonderful memories.

 Mischa and Lynn spent three enjoyable years together
at the Shaftesbury Retirement Residence where they met
many new friends. Mischa spent the last year of his life at
the Saul and Claribel Simkin Centre. Our family would
like to thank Mischa’s private caregivers, Meseret and
Margarita for their kind, compassionate care. They be-
came like part of our family.

 Mischa was eternally grateful to his loving daughter,
Debbie, who balanced being a daughter, doctor and staunch
advocate for him over the years navigating the health care
system. Debbie ensured that Mischa received the best
possible medical care during his many hospital admis-
sions, consultations and treatments. She was always by
his side.

 Thank you to Mischa’s long time cardiologist, Dr. John
Rabson, for giving Mischa such excellent medical care.

 Heartfelt thanks to Rabbi Yosef Benarroch for visiting
Mischa and for providing comfort and support to the
family during Mischa’s final days and immediately upon
his passing at the Simkin Centre. Thank you to Rabbi
Emeritus, Alan Green, Rabbi Anibal Mass and Bill
Weissmann for visiting Mischa in the hospital and for
their beautiful prayers.

 Funeral services, officiated by Rabbi Mass, were held
at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue with interment at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery on January 11th, 2019. Pall-
bearers were Dr. Neil Pollock, Dr. Jeffrey Bell, Joshua
and Elliot Pollock, Benny Pollock-Kreel, and Ethan
Pollock. Honorary pallbearer was Shoshana Pollock.

 Donations may be made to the Lynn and Mischa
Pollock Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba or to
a charity of your choice.

 Mischa will be deeply missed. His inspiration and
actions will live on eternally through his children and
grandchildren.

May his memory be a blessing.
Zichrono-Livracha.

everlasting
2X3j.fed.       2x2
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In loving memory of

LAURA
DESHELL
who passed away
Feburary 5, 2007
18 days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory
of our dear husband and father
MAX  HECHTENTHAL

who passed away
January 24, 1981

20 Days in Shevat 5741
Our hearts still ache with sadness
Silent tears still flow
What it means to lose you
No one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his son.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LYNN HENOCH
May  24, 1946-

January 29, 2016
19th day of Shvat

Beloved Wife, Mother, Savta,
Sister, Daughter, Auntie,
Teacher, Artist & Friend.

Creator of Home,
of Clay and of Beauty

Your love and inspiration live on.
May you rest in the garden,

swim with the loons and
fly like a dove in peace.

“Love You to the Moon and Back”

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In memory of a beloved
father, grandfather, husband.
A gentle man, friend to many,
respected and admired by all

MICHAEL
KAUFMANN

who passed away
February 18, 2006
21 Days in Shevat

In Pirke avot, it is written:
There are three crowns:

The crown of Torah,
the crown of priesthood,
and the crown of royalty;

but the crown of a good name
surpasses them all.

— With love your wife,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GOLDY
LABOVITCH

who passed away
February 1, 1986
22 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered by her
son Irvin, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

33rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK
MARKSON

who passed away
January 26, 1995
26 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK NEWMAN
who passed away
January 22, 2014

21st of Shevat, 5774
You’re always in our hearts

— Ever rememered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

21st Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved

JOSEPH
ROSENSTOCK

who passed away
February 14, 1998

18 Days in Shevat 5758
Our loss so great and deeply felt
— Children and grand-
children.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

MORRIS
WIWIERSKI

who passed away
January 19, 1995
19 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
sons, daughter-in-law and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RUTH POSEN
who passed away
January 26, 1989

21 Days in Shevat, 5749
—Ruth was an extremely
generous and beautiful
woman, who cared deeply for
her family and friends.
Every day she lives on in the
hearts of her family who miss
her presence.

SHARON KAYE
Unexpectedly on Satur-

day December 22nd Sharon
(Ostrove) Kaye passed
away at the St. Boniface
Hospital.  Predeceased by
her parents Sam and Ruth
Ostrove, survived by her
loving sons Lyle and Ira
and daughter-in-law
Ashley, sisters Clarine
Ostrove and Faye Ostrove
Paul.  Sharon leaves a close
beloved extended family
and cherished friends.

Sharon was one of those
people who you like when you meet and you love when
you get to know, as lovingly expressed by Ashley’s
family.  She was a giver who would do anything for you
– from her colleagues at school to her friends, family,
and of course her boys, Ashley, and their friends.

Always willing to pick the boys up in the middle of
the night. Sharon was that mom.  The mom Ira’s friends
would hang out with long after Ira had gone to bed.
Who researched and found everything there was to
know to help Lyle manage his diabetes.  That mom who
went to every game Ira played.  Who was so proud of
Lyle’s academic achievements, she could hardly wait
to watch him cross the stage to receive his Master’s
degree.  And whose heart fluttered every time she saw
Ira’s signs around town.  The mom who had a mutual
love affair with Ashley, embracing her like a daughter.
And the friend who was always there for us – who
pulled us through our own chaos and helped us laugh
and process our worlds. That was Sharon.  She cared
deeply about connection and tradition, the holder of the
stories, the recipes, the yahrzeits. The keeper of family.

Strong. Resilient. Sharon had spunk.  She told it like
it was.  Directly, with humour and occasionally, col-
ourful language.  Warm, funny, caring is how we all
remember her.  We have lost an amazing mother, great
friend and confidante.

Should you wish, donations to the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation or a charity of your choice would
be warmly appreciated.

MAIER (MORRIS) HENOCH
It is with great sadness

that we announce the pass-
ing of our beloved patri-
arch, Maier (Morris)
Henoch on December 25,
2018. At the age of 95,
Maier, our father, grandfa-
ther, and great grandfather
passed at Seven Oaks hos-
pital surrounded by his
family. Maier was prede-

ceased by his parents, Rochelle and Gedalia, brothers,
Yakov and Fishel and sister, Chana Rasal who all
perished during the Holocaust, his beloved wife Sally
of 47 years, and his dear daughter-in-law, Lynn Henoch.

Maier is survived by his son Morris Henoch, daugh-
ter Ruth and son-in-law Chuck Narvey. Maier was the
adored grandfather of Jerrod (Mary) Henoch, Seth
Henoch and Ardith Henoch; Jennifer (Ian) Dimerman,
and Matthew (Mira) Narvey. Maier is also survived by
his greatest accomplishment, his great grandchildren,
whose company lit up his life. They are Simon, Paul,
Sam, Jacob, Noah, Maia, Emunah and Matanelle.
Maier is also survived by his sister in law, Miriam
Feierstein, nephew Max Feierstein (Anne), and niece
Michelle Feierstein (Larry).

Born in Glowno, Poland, our Zaida Maier and Baba
Sally faced many hardships. First under Nazi rule, and
then when they came to Canada with no possessions
and not being able to speak a word of English. Those
were tough times, but Sally and Maier both worked
extremely hard and persevered. Zaida Maier had an
incredible work ethic and took great pride in his busi-
ness. He loved playing cards, watching wrestling,
exercising at the Wellness Centre, attending Syna-
gogue, and being with family for Shabbat dinners and
holidays. Zaida’s love of life and his devotion to family
lives on in all of us. May his memory always be a
blessing.

The family wishes to thank Maier’s physicians Dr.
Slutchuk, Dr. Rabson, Dr. Brodovsky, Dr. Sommer,
Dr. Koulack and Dr. Silver who helped enhance the
quality of our father’s life. The family also wishes to
thank Maier’s caregivers, Manny, Marietta, Dina,
Archie and Anastasia. Pallbearers were Matthew
Narvey, Ian Dimerman, Jerrod Henoch, Seth Henoch,
Max Feierstein, and Allan Finkleman.

If you wish, in lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Sally and Maier Henoch Holocaust fund at
the Jewish Foundation 204-477-7525

MEMORIAMS
WEEK  OF

JANUARY  23

In Memoriam

SAMUEL
TENNENHOUSE

who passed away
February 14, 2001

22 days in Shevat, 5761

In loving memory of

— Lovingly remembered by their children and grandchildren.

GERTIE
TENNENHOUSE

who passed away
April 30, 2014

30 days in Nisan

In Memoriam
37th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ESTHER
STERN

who passed away
February l1, 1982
18 Days in Shevat

— Lovingly remembered by
your children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GORDON
KNELLER
who passed away
January 30, 1989
24 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Edith,
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK
NIMCHONOK

who passed away
February 5, 2000
30 days in Shevat

—Greatly missed by his loving
children, grandchildren,
sisters, family and dear
friends.

In loving memory of

MOLLY CLARICE
PITSCH

who passed away
February 1, 2000
25 Days in Shevat

Forever in our hearts and with
our spirits.
— Your daughters, grand-
children, sister, family and
friends.

19th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MICKEY
SHAFFER
who passed away
February 1, 1997
24 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX
STRONGER

who passed away
February 2, 1957
1st Day in Adar

Your sense of humor and
positive attitude is kept alive in
your grandsons, Michael
(named in your memory), and
Lyle.
— Ever remembered by your
son Barry.

3rd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FAIGIE KLEIN
who passed away
February 8, 2016

29 days in Shevat, 5776
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Jack, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BERNARD
ATNIKOV
who passed away

February 14, 1980
28 Days in Shevat

Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our way.
Though absent you are ever
near.
Still missed, still loved and ever
dear.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children
and grandchildren, brother
and sister.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BARRY REINER
who passed away
January 29, 2011
24 Days in Shevat

— Lovingly remembered by
your wife, children, grand-
children and family.

In loving memory of
LARRY (LOU)

BLANK
who passed away
February 3, 1986
24 Days in Shevat

Thirty-three years have passed
and in our minds it's still so
hard to bear, but in our hearts
your memory will constantly
be there.
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
children and grandchildren.

33rd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

LARSEN
2X3

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RIVKE
(REGINA)
FLEISHER
who passed away
22 days in Shevat

February 10th, 2007
— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by her son
William, daughter in law
Doreen and grandchildren
Zach, Ben, Gideon and Raisa.

12th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

KAY SERA
who passed away
February 5, 2010
21 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by her loving
children and grandchildren.

21st Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE
SUCHAROV

who passed away
February 18, 1998
22 Days in Shevat

Your legacy lives on.
— Lovingly remembered and
missed by your children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

With love, admiration and
respect we remember our

beloved father, grandfather
and great-grandfather

PHILIP YAFFE
on this thirty-eighth yahrzeit

17 Days in Shevat
Nov. 4, 1914 - Jan. 22, 1981

In our hearts you will live
forever.
— Martin, Clifford, Richard
and families

38th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HAROLD M.
MARGOLIS

who passed away
February 17, 2001
24 Days in Shevat

From the practice of this plain
craft
come works of everlasting
artistry,
And as from densest lead are
cast the wings
on which thoughts fly past
centuries,
So from blackest ink shines
forth
the light of words that make
men free.
Always remembered by his
sisters, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In loving memory of our
beloved grandmother &

great-grandmother

EVA (Rifka)
BLANK

who passed away
February 5, 1980
18 Days in Shevat

We still miss you very much
and think of you lovingly every
day.
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her grand-
children, great-grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JANUARY  30

Deadline for
the

February 6
issue of

The Jewish
Post & News

is noon
Thursday,
January 31
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Allan Levine to deliver lecture

H
ow Allan Levine has the time and energy to publish thirteen books is
a mystery worthy of investigation by his fictional Winnipeg detec-
tive, Sam Klein. Many of Levine’s books are based in Winnipeg such

as his Sam Klein mysteries and especially his award-winning book, Coming
of Age: A History of the Jewish People of Manitoba that the Jewish Heritage
Centre commissioned. Others range further afield including his account of
Jewish partisans during the Holocaust, Fugitives in the Forest, and his recent
Toronto: Biography of a City. Levine’s study of Canada’s longest-serving
Prime Minister adds additional scope: King: William Lyon Mackenzie King:
A Life Guided by the Hand of Destiny. All these prepared Levine for his most
recent book, Seeking the Fabled City: The Canadian Jewish Experience 

Like Levine’s other non-fiction works, Seeking the Fabled City is thorough
and well-researched yet easily read. As in Coming of Age, Levine presents
much of his narrative through biographical sketches of individuals. For
example, an early chapter presents a portrait of La famille Hart, whose mem-
bers positioned Jews within the Quebec business elite in the decades sur-
rounding 1800 and made them the first Jewish elected officials in the British
Empire. Other developments are shown through biographical sketches of
less well-known figures such as Marcus and Samuel Rossin, who set up their
luxury goods shop on King Street and put up a luxury hotel that hosted vis-
iting English royalty, and the Coblentz brothers, Adolph, Edmond, and
Aachel, who became Winnipeg’s first Jewish permanent residents in the
1870s. 

Levine organizes his account in four sections: “In a Christian Land” (early
origins to the 1880s), “Jewish Canadians” (1880s to 1939), “Canadian Jews
“(World War II to the 1960s), and “The Making of Tolerant Canada” (1960s
to the present). As the titles indicate, Levine sees Jews coming to Canada as
strangers and making their way into the mainstream by stages. Readers who
have become thoroughly familiar with the history of Manitoba’s Jews from
reading Coming of Age will find many similarities between our community
and the Jewish experience in the rest of Canada. The differences are inter-
esting, too, reflecting the larger size of Toronto’s and Montreal’s communi-
ties and the smaller size of most other communities. Levine shows that
progress was slow and many obstacles had to be overcome. New problems
have arisen in recent times, as well.

Readers will find the last chapters particularly interesting as Levine coor-
dinates and puts into perspective events that we may remember from the
headlines. As one reviewer pointed out, Levine’s book may be the first fully-
informed account of the abolition of the Canadian Jewish Congress in 2011
and its replacement by the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs. Another wel-
come topic is the rise of women to top leadership positions. This vignette as
well as many others from recent decades draws on fifty interviews that
Levine conducted between 2008 and 2017.

Canadian news

Former Winnipeggers Bayli Dukes
receives IDF Award of Excellence
By ALEX ROSE

CJN - Bayli Dukes,
who was born in
Winnipeg (the
daughter of  Barbie
and  Les Dukes),
recently won the
Israel Defence
Forces’ Award of
Excellence for the
S o u t h e r n
Command of the
IDF. Bayli had been
a biology student at
York University in
Toronto less than
two years ago.
Tired of sitting on
the couch and post-
ing on Facebook
about the situation
in Israel, she decided there was more she could be doing.

“I kept hearing about all these horrible things that are happening, all the
terrorists attacks, and it was just making me feel so helpless and like I
couldn’t help, and all I wanted to do was help and make things better,”
she said. “I really wanted to be in the thick of it. So that’s why I decided
to move.”

So she made aliyah in December 2016 and joined the IDF three months
later. Dukes, 22, is a combat soldier in the co-ed Caracal battalion. For
most of her service, the battalion has been patrolling the Egyptian border,
although it moved to the Ayosh area north of Jerusalem five months ago
and will return to the Egyptian border in a few weeks.

Before she could start serving, Dukes had to complete basic training.
Training is difficult for anyone, but it was even tougher for Dukes, who
was learning Hebrew at the same time. Aside from her language and mil-

itary training, Dukes learned special skills like operating the
M203 grenade launcher and the Mavic Pro surveillance drone.

Basic training is also when Dukes first showed the dedication
and grit that would eventually earn her the Award of Excellence,
said her squad commander, Ron Peretz. As Peretz recalls it,
Dukes threw a grenade that caused her gun to ricochet back-
wards and hit her in the head. She had a huge bruise around her
eye and the medic wanted to send her home, but Dukes insisted
on stay in training.

“Most people would leave. It’s a tiny thing that happened way
back in training, but it shows what kind of person she is,” Peretz
said through a translator. “She gives from herself and looks out
for her friends. She cares about the people around her, Israeli
society and the country itself. She’s a good soldier and a giving
and caring person.”

Dukes said that by the end of the training, her unit felt like a
family. And they would only become closer, doing recon mis-
sions in which they would sit on top of a mountain for eight
hours at a time, with only each other as company.

“All you have is the snacks you brought, and the view that
you’re looking at and the people you’re with. So it’s a great
opportunity to really get to know the people in my squad,”
Dukes said.

Even though she has shown commitment to her service since
the start, she had no idea that an Award of Excellence was com-
ing her way. In fact, when she first received the call, she thought
it was a prank, until her commanders confirmed it three weeks
later. The officer who gave her the award in a ceremony on Sept.
16, Maj.-Gen. Herzl Halevi, is in charge of the entire Southern
Command and only ranks below the head of the entire IDF.

Dukes said she has learned a lot about herself since joining the
IDF. She has learned how far she can push herself, both physi-
cally and mentally. She knew training would be hard on her
body, but didn’t realize how lonely being a lone soldier would
feel at times, when other members of her unit would return to
their family and friends for breaks.

Even so, she said that, “It’s such an amazing experience. And
I think that it is worth it, for sure, a hundred million per cent.
But people also have to realize that these are things that they’re
going to have to deal with if this is something that they’re going
to do.”

Bayli Dukes, right, receives the Award of
Excellence for the Southern Command of the
IDF on Sept. 16.
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SCOTT BARANCIK (JTA) – Barring
injury, Ryan Braun should surpass Hank
Greenberg this season as baseball’s all-time
Jewish home run hitter. The 35-year-old
outfielder and longtime Milwaukee Brewer
needs just 10 homers to break the late
Detroit Tiger icon’s total of 331.

So, Jewish baseball fans, how do you feel
about that? Chances are not so good.

Braun has never been a galvanizing force
among members of the tribe. No accom-
plishment – not being named Rookie of the
Year in 2007 or being voted the National
League’s Most Valuable Player in 2011 –
has earned him the sort of reverence
reserved for Greenberg, a 1956 Hall of
Fame inductee. (Both, however, were nicknamed “The Hebrew Hammer,”
with Greenberg also known as “Hammerin’ Hank.”)

And that was before Braun, the son of an Israeli father, was suspended for
65 games in 2013 for using performance-enhancing drugs and lying about it.

Braun ruined his reputation among his fellow players as well after he lob-
bied for their support by calling the man who collected his drug test urine
sample an anti-Semite.

Since then, a number of readers of my website, Jewish Baseball News,
have requested a moratorium on Braun news.

“So embarrassed that Braun is Jewish,” one wrote on the site’s Facebook
page last year. “He is a total bum.”

By contrast Greenberg, who died in 1986 at 75, earned his celestial rep-
utation by being a true mensch. He embraced Judaism and the Jewish com-
munity in ways Braun never has, and became a Jewish sports icon – and
important 20th-century Jewish historical figure – in the process.

In 1934, amid rising anti-Semitism as well as a rare Tigers pennant drive,
Greenberg sat out a late-season game against the New York Yankees to
observe Yom Kippur at a Detroit synagogue (well before Sandy Koufax did
the same in the 1965 World Series).

In 1938, the New York native delivered one of the most transcendent sea-
sons in major-league history, hitting 58 home runs, nearly equaling the sin-
gle-season record then held by the legendary Babe Ruth.

In 1941, at the height of his career – he had just won his second MVP
award and led the Tigers to the World Series – Greenberg became one of
the first major leaguers to join the Army. When men his age were honor-
ably discharged, he re-enlisted.

“If there’s any last message to be given to the public,” he told The
Sporting News at the time, “let it be that I’m going to be a good soldier.”

Greenberg would end up spending nearly four full seasons in the military
at the cost of untold statistical achievements and awards. If there’s anyone
who should have an asterisk after his career achievements (something fans
and writers have suggested for steroid users like Barry Bonds and Roger
Clemens), it’s Hank Greenberg – not for his sins but for his sacrifices.

The Bronx-raised player, who finished his career with the Pittsburgh
Pirates, fondly spoke about his Jewish identity, too: In his posthumously
published autobiography, he famously wrote that “as time went by, I came
to feel that if I, as a Jew, hit a home run, I was hitting one against Hitler.”

“I just want to lead my life and set the example of being a good citizen,
live by the Ten Commandments,” he also said in a 1980 interview. “If that
sets a good example, I think that’s fine.”

On paper, Braun’s stats deserve respect. His rookie season showed
unusual promise: The first-round draft pick hit for a .324 average, pound-
ed 34 home runs in just 113 games and led the National League with a .634

slugging percentage. He has gone on to be a
six-time All Star, five-time Silver Slugger
winner (the best offensive player at a specif-
ic position in a given year, as voted by the
league’s coaches and managers) and the
Brewers’ all-time franchise home run leader.

Of course, asterisks could sit next to any of
those achievements, even though he wasn’t
suspended until 2013, seven years into his
career.

Along the way, the California native was
identified as Jewish, and he expressed pride
in that – but he was also quick to admit that
he was never too connected to that culture.

“I am Jewish. It’s something I’m really
proud of,” he told USA Today in 2010. “But I

don’t want to make it into something more than what it is. I didn’t have a
bar mitzvah … I didn’t celebrate the holidays. It’s a touchy subject because
I don’t want to offend anybody, and I don’t want groups claiming me now
because I’m having success.”

Of course, Braun and Greenberg’s legacies were shaped as well by the
different circumstances under which they played. Greenberg played in an
era when Jewish immigrants and their children were looking for a hero to
counter anti-Semitism both here and back in Europe. Today’s Jewish fans
turn to Jewish ballplayers out of ethnic affection, not any deep emotional
or psychological need.

Still, until his steroid-driven backslide, Braun was as prominent a Jewish
sports icon as there was, in any professional league. His fall from grace
hurt a little more than usual for many Jewish fans.

Jews tend to embrace a star who brings credit to the tribe, but they can be
fickle: rejecting a celebrity who either betrays their love or refuses to love
them back. Braun did a little bit of both.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.
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Ryan Braun is going to pass Hank Greenberg as the all-time Jewish
home run leader. This Jewish fan isn’t excited.

Hank Greenberg, left, has a stellar legacy. Ryan
Braun’s is tainted by a steroid scandal. (Getty Images)
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Terrorist attacks in Israel 
decrease sharply despite 3 deaths

(JTA) — The number of terrorist attacks against Israelis dropped by 75
percent last month over November, but it was also the deadliest month
since March with three people killed.

The downturn in attacks was mostly due to Hamas inactivity along the
border with Gaza, the Israel Security Agency said in its monthly report .

In December, the agency documented 155 attacks compared to a two-
year high of 645 attacks in November. Last month’s tally was the lowest
since March 2018.

Hostilities nearly ceased along the border with Gaza, with only 17 such
incidents compared to 529 in November.

Along with the three fatalities, 14 people were wounded in December.
The number of attacks in the West Bank rose by 11 percent to 118 and

the number of attacks in Jerusalem doubled, reaching 20.
On Friday, at least 10,000 demonstrators approached the fence separat-

ing Gaza and Israel as part of the weekly protests held there since late
March. Some demonstrators began rioting, and Israeli army and Border
Police troops used crowd dispersal methods, wounding at least 16, the
Israel Broadcasting Corp. reported.



By Dr. CATHY MOSER

T
hose who have been around the block a few times understand that
although fads come and go, we usually return to the original place. In
terms of parenting, I grew up in an era where Dr. Spock wrote the

parents’ bible. He was brilliant, and much of his advice is as relevant today
as it ever was. Kids today are no different than they were fifty years ago.
What has changed is the philosophy of parenting. Dr. Spock’s philosophy
was that parents were in charge of the home, and that children were impor-
tant, but non-voting members. Children should eat dinner early so that par-
ents can put them to bed and enjoy a quiet dinner together. Disrespect and
misbehaviour should be dealt with – consequences non-negotiable.
Somehow, my generation tipped the pendulum 180 degrees and wound up
with a child-centered approach. Children ate with parents, stayed up with

parents until they were tired, and slept in ‘the family bed’. Why did they
reject Dr. Spock so vehemently? Was it because people like me have trau-
matic memories of being put to bed early – having a major meltdown and
screaming from my bedroom ‘I don’t want to go to bed… you don’t love
me…..I hate you… you’re the worst parent’ (and that was when I was 14!)?

Fortunately, my own children’s generation are beginning to see that when
their world is completely child-centred, they eventually become slaves to
tyrants who have undeveloped executive functions. Of course, part of the
revolution was absolutely necessary – the rights of children and respect for
their dignity had to be championed for. And now that the Children Me Too
Movement has been successful, I hope that we can go back to a balance of
having children’s voices heard, and having parents’ common sense and
authority prevail.

The fall-out of the swinging pendulum extend-
ed to the ‘child-centred’ educators who devel-
oped programs for reading and writing forty
years ago. It seemed that these brilliant people
reasoned that their parents’ methods of teaching
reading was boring and that the materials were
meaningless. There’s no educational value to
seeing ‘Dick run… run Dick run’… or seeing
‘Jane run… run Jane run’. Why not make read-
ing fun and include educational content. We’ll
teach children the basic letter-sound relation-
ships, teach them to recognize some sight words,
and then get them to read interesting books with
pictures. If they can’t read a word, they can
sound out the first and last letters and guess the
word based on context. That is a more interesting
way for children to learn – if you are a child who
can easily learn to read. Sadly, there is a large
percentage of children who are not wired to learn
to read easily, and they are the unfortunate casu-
alties of the swinging pendulum. I myself have
seen over a thousand of them over my years in
practice, and it pains me, because I could have
been one of those children if I was born after my
time. Many children can see a word and remem-
ber what it looks like so that they automatically
read it when it appears again. Others (like me)
have the sight word recall of a Teflon pan. The
only way to teach these children to read is the old
school phonics method (repetition and consisten-
cy). These techniques are based on the science of
Neuroplasticity. The United States Department
of Education has recognized their error and now
some of the luckier children who cannot read are
taught by systematic phonics programs. Sadly,
we’re nowhere near there yet.

The same pendulum has swung for writing
skills (which are unfortunately, significantly
affected by reading skills). Over the years, I have
noticed that children who struggle trying to get
their thoughts into written words fall between the
cracks. The child gets frustrated because they
can’t think of what to write or how to write it.
They sit and stare into space. Teachers give up,
and are happy if they eek out two sentences of a
page long assignment. Unfortunately, the child
never learns to organize or write a complete
essay. 

A few months ago, I bumped into Bonnie
Rafaeli at the University. She used to teach
English at Gray Academy, and besides being an
amazing teacher – she tutored many students in
writing skills. I was ranting to her about how kids
today don’t have a clue how to write, and she
said ‘that’s ridiculous – there’s a method that can
be used for every kid’. My eyes lit up, the cogs
in my brain started turning, and a week later I
called her. ‘Do you think you could give writing
workshops at our office, and have students sub-
mit essays to you online so that you could give
them feedback?’ I told her that I would provide
the motivation and tools to deal with frustration
(students, not hers) if she could provide the
methods. And so the Writing Skills Workshops
were born. I see the smiles on the faces of our
children who learn the ‘old school’ way in our
Reading Boot Camps every week. I’m curious to
see if Bonnie can make her magic work for writ-
ing! 
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There’s nothing new under the sun


