
By BERNIE BELLAN

I
t’s been a little more than two years since the Federal Liberals
became the governing party of Canada’s House of Commons.

Jim Carr, the Member for Winnipeg South Centre, is now Canada’s
Minister of Natural Resources – a portfolio he has held since Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau formed his first Cabinet. 

We spoke to Minister Carr at the tail end of 2017 to talk about his
experiences, not only as a Cabinet Minister and representative for
Winnipeg South Centre, but also as the only Jewish member of the
Federal Cabinet (although you’ll see as you read this that point is open
to discussion).

After I spoke with Jim Carr on Friday, December 22nd, I saw that he
had also given interviews to the Free Press (and to the Free Press south
end's community newspaper, The Sou'wester), as well as to the CBC
(on the CBC website). You have to hand it to the Liberals: Obviously,
their communications strategy involves getting articulate members of
the government out there - talking to the media - unlike the previous
Conservative government, which kept a tight lid on anyone speaking for
the government other than Stephen Harper. As you will see though, if
you read my entire interview with Jim Carr, like any other good politician, his
answers to questions don't always refer to the specific questions that were asked.

As a personal aside, I’ve known Jim Carr for many years. I first met him when
he was teaching a course on politics at the University of Winnipeg in the 1970s.
My intention in speaking with him this latest occasion was not to grill him –
which is not my style in speaking with anyone; rather, it was to try and discov-
er some new insights into his role as a Member of Parliament and Cabinet
Minister, of which perhaps most of our readers would be unaware.

In the course of our 16-minute conversation what I found most interesting was
the revelation (of which I was previously unaware) that Jewish and Muslim
Liberal Members of Parliament have their own separate caucus, in which they
get together to discuss issues of common concern. Having a group such as that
is a continuation of Carr’s previous experience as one of the founding members
of Winnipeg’s Arab Jewish Dialogue, which began seven years ago.

Here are some excerpts from my interview with Jim Carr:
JP&N: It’s been over two years since your government was elected. How are

you finding the job?
Carr: It’s a little bit like parenting. There are no

manuals, so there’s no preparation that really amounts
to much. It doesn’t matter how many former ministers
you talk to; every experience is the same – and the
workload is endless. It doesn’t matter whether you
work 12, 14, or 16 hours on any given day; you never
finish all which you can do, so you have to learn how
to pace yourself and look after the basic stuff, like a
good night’s sleep and eating properly and keeping
your body in reasonable shape. It’s endlessly chal-
lenging and fascinating. I feel privileged to be there. 

There’s more travel than I expected – especially
international travel. Energy is an international issue
and I represent Canada abroad frequently – so that is
a bit of a surprise. I’ve been to Dubai, Saudi Arabia,
Beijing, Kitakyushu (Japan) (Ed. note: I had to look
that one up.), all over the United States and Canada,
parts of Europe – the International Energy Agency
meetings a few weeks ago.

I guess the one surprise should be that nothing
should be a surprise. It’s exhilarating, it’s fascinat-
ing, and it’s impactful work, and I’m glad to be
there.

JP&N: I want to turn to the item that’s been in the news quite a bit of late, and
that’s Trump’s decision to recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. You were
a founding member of the Arab Jewish Dialogue. Are you still a part of that
group or have you had to excuse yourself from that now?

Carr: Well, I’m on it, but I don’t have many opportunities to sit with them –
just because of the scheduling. I’m a huge advocate of what the group has
accomplished and how it remains an example for other communities.

JP&N: So let’s talk about what Canada did at the recent vote in the UN to
condemn the U.S. decision to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. I don’t
think Canada could have done much more than it did, which was to abstain dur-
ing that vote. Was that the kind of decision that would have been taken up by
Cabinet as a whole or would it have been left to a small coterie of ministers to
decide?

Carr: Well,
Canada has a well-
known position
and we articulated
that position when
the Trump adminis-
tration made its
announcement. We
believe that the sta-
tus of Jerusalem
should be part of a
peace process and a negotiation among the parties themselves. That’s been the
position of Canadian governments for a very long time, regardless of political
stripe.

So, that was not a difficult decision for us to take because our position is
unchanged and it’s rooted in Canada’s role and the role of the parties them-
selves.

As a Jews and as someone who has visited Jerusalem many times, I feel per-
sonally the attachment to Jerusalem. I am very interested in the history of the
Middle East and the conflict. I go as often as I can. When I’m there I feel so
much pride in what the Israelis have accomplished in really a relatively short
period at a time in history when the world looks to examples of democratic
nations and in the case of
Israel, surrounded by hostility
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MARK SPENCER, Rady JCC Director of Fitness and Health (far
right) and TAMAR BARR, Rady JCC Assistant Executive Director
(middle) received staff recognition awards at the Rady JCC’s AGM on
December 11, having served all 20 years since the Rady JCC opened in
its current location inside the Asper Jewish Community Campus.
Presenting the awards to them was GAYLE WAXMAN (let), Executive
Director of the Rady JCC (for 12 years).

(More pictures from the Rady JCC AGM on page 24.) 

Continued on page 8. See “Jim Carr”.
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The Member for
Nunavut, who was
also briefly in the
Cabinet, has a
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an Inuit father -
(which makes him
Jewish - according
to  the rules).



There are prizes and there are awards.
Indeed, there are all sorts of honours in so
many areas, but surely in Canada, the ulti-

mate honour might well be the Order of Canada.
It’s not the easiest thing to get; far from it, in

fact. But, if you were to reflect on the history of
this prestigious prize and the connection to
Jewish Manitobans, you would be astounded at
the numbers. Bluntly put, Jewish Manitobans

have overachieved in proportion to their numbers in the total population. 
Begin with the fact that the Order of Canada was introduced in 1967.

Thus, it is a mere 50 years old. There are, as far as I can determine, at least
54 Jewish Manitobans who have received this distinction to date. I qualify
my observation by saying that I am not sure I have accounted for all of
them. Not surprisingly, the Order of Canada website does not categorize
recipients by ethnicity. Therefore, I may have missed some and, if so, I
apologize to them and, if they’re deceased, to their surviving family mem-
bers. But, for those whose names I do have, the total is over 50 - or a little
more than one a year. I know you’re asking yourself who all of these peo-
ple could be?  

Here’s my list (in no particular order):

54 Jewish Manitobans have received the Order of Canada
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Gerry Posner/Adam Schwartz

By

GERRY POSNER

free to challenge them) include that a person has or has to have had a real
connection to the province - either by having grown up and having gone
to school in Manitoba; or, having moved  and established a residence in
Manitoba; or, by having run a business of some kind in Manitoba. My
best guess is that readers will be able to identify most names and  the rea-
sons they made the list. 

A further observation: If your name was Cohen, then you had a really
good shot to get in. And, just how many families anywhere can say they
had as many representation as did the Cohen brothers: Joseph, Harry,
Morley, and Albert? Another way into the elite club was to be a doctor,
as there are at least seven of them on the list. It also helps to be male, as
there are only seven women among the lot. 

You might ask: How does one get a membership into the Order of
Canada? Well, first  you have to be nominated - and that’s a process in
itself. That is to say, somebody has to enter your name as a candidate and
give two references who would be able to talk knowledgeably about you.
There is a screening board that reduces the number of nominees,  then the
remaining names are carefully scrutinized by a panel. 

I’m not privy to the exact rules of the process; I just know it’s very
tough to get in. After that, if you’re deemed a worthy candidate, you will
be appointed to one of three classes: “Member”, “Officer,” or
“Companion”. 

A “Member” is at the so-called bottom rung of this ladder and
“Companion” is at the top - usually reserved for politicians (Ed. note: no
surprise there.) There is a process for elevation within these classes to the
top of the heap.

Now, I suppose the obvious question is: How is it that so many  Jewish
Manitobans have excelled to the degree that they’ve been appointed to
the Order of Canada? One possibility is that there might have been more
nominations for Jewish Manitobans  compared with other provinces.
That’s possible - but I doubt it. 

The more likely answer lies in what I like to call the “achievement
gene” - something that, I would argue is very much a part o the makeup
of so many Jewish Manitobans. Start with the notion of the Jew as out-
sider, driven to reach higher than others. Add to it the geographical fac-
tor, where Manitobans are more isolated (which was particularly the case
among older winners). Those individuals had to focus on their particular
assets and attributes. And, not to be overlooked, most of these winners
grew up without TV and for sure, computers. They had to develop their
own interests without being entertained. And they did. No doubt, if you
studied each and every one of them, you would come up with a specific
reason why he or she is a certain Order of Canada recipient. Whatever the
reason, the results are staggering. Let the Order continue for the Jewish
Manitobans.

Helping to understand why autistic children sometimes become violent

1. Monty Hall
2. Saul Cherniack
3. Michael Eskin
4. Meeka Walsh
5. Jack London
6. Ted Lyons
7. Harold Buchwald
8. Marjorie 

Blankstein
9. Sol Kanee
10. David Matas
11. Yude Henteleff
12. Sam Bronfman
13. Allan Gottlieb
14. Sylvia Ostry
15. Abe Arnold
16. Morley Cohen
17. Arthur Drache
18. Guy Kay
19. Aubie Angel
20. Sid Halter

21. Richard Kroft
22. Nathan 

Mendelsohn
23. Roland Penner
24. Perry Rosemond
25. Val Werier
26. David Steinberg
27. Gail Asper
28. Izzy Asper
29. Victor Feldbrill
30. Sam Freedman
31. Harry Freedman
32. Charles 

Hollenberg
33. Harry Medovy
34. Arnold Naimark
35. Barry Posner
36. Gerry Schwartz
37. Harry Walsh
38. Leo Yaffe

39. Dian Cohen
40. Harvey 

Chochinov
41. Samuel Cohen
42. Maxwell Cohen
43. Albert Cohen
44. David Golden
45. Yhetta Gold
46. Lyonel Israels
47. Steven Schipper
48. Evelyn Shapiro
49. Abe Yanofsky
50. Sybil Shack
50. Maitland 

Steinkopf
51. Joseph Cohen
52. Harry Cohen
53. Marshall 

Rothstein
54. Bernard Ostry

One might well ask whether this list is valid, since it contains names of
Manitoba recipients who do not live here now. My criteria (and you are

By ADAM SCHWARTZ

In elementary school I had a speech impediment where I slurred my
words. I still do sometimes! I was also different because of my Autism.
People who are different are often bullied, and I certainly was.

I probably dealt with
it the worst way possi-
ble, which was to try
and get everyone to stop
by using my fists. I
couldn’t use my words
after all, so saying
something would only
lead to more teasing.
Violence is as bad a way
of dealing with bullies
as could be. They like to
see you get frustrated
and act out in anger and
when there is no threat
of them getting hurt,
they see it as a kind of
game. 

I don’t know what the
proper way of handling
things would have been
as there are no easy
answers. People would
say “tell a teacher” but,
even if the teacher inter-
vened chances are
you’d then have no one
to play with at recess.
After all, teacher inter-
ventions don’t usually
lead to understanding

when all they do is tell the other kids that they must include you or else they
punish someone for being mean to you with detention. Having a guest
speaker come in who him or herself is on the autism spectrum is one of the
most effective things teachers can do, although at the time I was in ele-
mentary school, there was no one offering this kind of service. 

I also wish that I could say that I grew out of this behaviour by Grade Six
but, even in high school I was rougher than I should have been, which made
it hard to make friends. My only experience with friendship in elementary
school meant that I continued to be rough with anyone who would spend
time with me. Throughout my life I’ve tried to change this behaviour and
have had some success at. But, it has made it harder to make friends and
has led me to having a lonelier life than I would have liked. 

Turns out thought that while I was the only person that I knew who was
going through all of this at the time, I was definitely not alone. In fact, it is
fairly common for autistic children (and others) to become violent when
they feel like no one is listening to them, or because they have no other way
of communicating. This is particularly a problem since there are some peo-
ple who are on the autism spectrum who are non-verbal and have a hard
time getting their meaning out, no matter how they try to communicate.
While there are now many methods of communication available to non-
verbal people such as talking computers, hand written and typed notes, it
can still be frustrating for a child. 

My violence, while misguided, was at least directed towards the right
people: the other children who were bullying me; however, this is not
always the case. Often this frustration is directed towards a parent or care-
giver or even themselves. Self-harm is a very common problem. 

It might seems that there should be a very easy answer, which is for par-
ents to help their child find a way of communicating, so that they can get
their message out. I had the nerve to suggest that the best way of ending
this violence was to listen to the child and provide firm but loving rules. I
learned though: “Never give parents parenting advice; they hate it.”

I can imagine what  families with autistic children who are occasionally
- or often violent, are going through. After all, I know that I wouldn’t be
where I am today without the loving guidance of my parents. They helped
me through difficult stretches where it  felt like they were my only friends.
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O
ne of the great advantages of working at a
newspaper is you don’t have to get out all
that much in order to write stories. It goes

without saying that the telephone and email
make it so much easier to be in touch with just
about anyone. 

But, it’s often the case that bumping into peo-
ple gives me interesting story ideas. I don’t know
how many times someone has said  to me: “Why

don’t you do a story about…?” Sometimes I have to beg off simply
because, while a particular idea might be good, it’s not germane to a Jewish
newspaper. In other cases a story may involve delving into a personal com-
plaint that someone might have about some perceived unfairness that has
happened - either to that individual or to someone that person knows. (I can
just imagine how many calls or emails someone like Gordon Sinclair at the
Free Press must get asking him to look into a particular situation.)

It’s not easy to dismiss anyone’s request for help or intervention in a cer-
tain instance – even when that request may seem quite far fetched. Often,
those cases deal with some aspect of the health care system. What I almost
always do though – and it’s because I’m reluctant to dismiss anyone’s com-
plaint out of hand, is take those complaints seriously, but try to work behind
the scenes where possible to address the complaints. By now, I’m used to
contacting media spokespersons for various levels of the health care sys-
tem – and other bureaucratic agencies. My experience has been that, while
those spokespersons often attempt to obfuscate, they do respond to my
requests for information in a timely manner.

But, when it comes to dealing with our own Jewish bureaucracies here in
Winnipeg, the situation is somewhat different. I’ve written several times
before about the entrenchment that has occurred within the various levels
of organizations that have developed within our Jewish community – to the
point where several organizations have managed to create powerful support
networks that seem to protect them from suggestions they ought to change.

But, to whom can you address your concerns? To board members? To
administrators? It’s not at all clear who bears ultimate responsibility for
decisions taken within our Jewish organizations.

Recently a friend said to me: Why don’t I take on the very large admin-
istrative structure of the Gray Academy? That person suggested that,
despite the steady drop in enrolment that the Gray Academy has been suf-
fering the past several years (and about which I’ve written extensively in
the past: i.e., Enrolment at the Gray Academy has dropped from  604 in
2010 to 466 this year). Despite that drop though, the school has even more
administrators than it did when enrolment was much higher.

I took a look at the Gray Academy staff directory online. There are 89
names given in that directory. That means there is a 5 to 1 ratio of students
to teachers and other support personnel. Included among those personnel
are the following: A CEO and Head of Studies, a High School Principal, an
Elementary Principal, a Director of Teaching & Learning, a Judaic Studies
Advisor, a Judaic Programming Coordinator, a Director of Admissions, a
Director of Marketing & Communications, and at least seven department

heads - all this for a
school with only 466
students?

Yet, each year, when
it comes time for the
Budget and Allocations
Committee of the
Jewish Federation to
decide how much to
give to each of the
agencies that are sup-
ported by the Jewish
Federation, the Gray
Academy has been
receiving at least as
much as it has in previ-
ous years. While the
Jewish Federation may
have embarked upon on
an ambitious planning
process – one about
which Faye Rosenberg-
Cohen has written in
the past several issues,
I’m afraid that when it
comes to the Gray
Academy, that institu-
tion has become the
most sacred of many
sacred cows in this
community.

In the past, when I’ve
made  similar points

about the Gray Academy in this column, I’ve been accused by some  of
attacking Jewish education in this city – as if the idea of attempting to ratio-
nalize services in an institution that has suffered a tremendous drop in users
is somehow a subject that is not open to discussion. Despite what I would
argue that what is needed now is a very necessary reduction in the number
of staff at the Gray Academy, I predict that is not going to occur – for the
reason that I suggested earlier: The Gray Academy has developed a formi-
dable support network within our Jewish community that has protected it
from any suggestion that it ought to be undergoing any reduction in fund-
ing. Yet, there are other organizations within our community that have seen
substantial increases in the number of individuals using them and which
ought to be deserving of further funding. We’ll see in five months time
whether the all-powerful Budget and Allocations Committee is willing to
take the courageous step of reducing its allotment to the Gray Academy
while increasing it to other beneficiary agencies of the Jewish Federation.
At the very least the Gray Academy ought to be looking at reducing the
excessive number of administrators it has.

Speaking of attempting to rationalize services, amidst all the controversy
surrounding the Provincial Conservative Government’s attempts to do that
within our health care system, there has been one noticeable departure from
the ranks of the health care bureaucracy in this province to a position in
another province: Milton Sussman, the former CEO of the Winnipeg
Regional Health Authority (until June 2017, when he resigned) and, prior
to that,  the  Provincial Deputy Minister of Health. 

Sussman is now Alberta’s Deputy Minister of Health in the Rachel
Notley-led NDP government. Following the Brian Pallister-led victory of
the Conservatives in Manitoba in 2016, it was only a matter of time before
Sussman, who had long been a top civil servant under various NDP admin-
istrations here since 1999, found himself on the way out. 

Sussman’s leaving Manitoba for Alberta to become that province’s
Deputy Minister of Health is reminiscent of the case of Michael Decter,
who was also a senior civil servant in Manitoba under an NDP government
(Clerk of the Executive Council under Howard Pawley, until 1991), until
he left to become Deputy Minister of Health in Bob Rae’s NDP govern-
ment in Ontario. 

Finally, speaking of consternation, Alan Levy’s piece in our last issue,
“Trump’s move to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital was wrong” cer-
tainly elicited some strong reactions, which you can see on the opposite
page and page 7. As well, we have a letter from Harold Shuster on page 7,
in which Shuster complains about the personal attacks to which he has been
subjected for voicing his criticisms of Israeli government policies.

It should come as no surprise that individuals who are critical of various
aspects of Israeli government policies (also President Trump’s positions on
some of those policies) would find themselves the objects of much criti-
cism within the pages of a Jewish newspaper. But, something that I find
quite unacceptable is the level to which those criticisms often stoop. I know
Harold Shuster. While I may disagree with him on some points, I will
always defend his right to have his say – including within the pages of this
newspaper. It may not be popular among quite a few of our readers, but as
the level of discourse has been quite debased in so much of what passes for
media these days (especially on the Internet), I find it healthy to be chal-
lenged by views that may not necessarily correspond with my own.

Like so many of you, I often receive emails espousing particular points
of view, be they ones staunchly defending Donald Trump or ones attacking
him. What I find hard to stomach though are the emails that would attempt
to demonize those who hold views that are odds with the views held by the
emailer. To that end, it is typically the arch-conservative defenders of
Trump who send the most vitriolic emails. When I see the way so many
people carve out positions that seem to be almost totally devoid of any ref-
erence to facts, I can’t help but despair about the possibility of engaging in
any kind of honest debate over so many issues.

I try to keep abreast of current modes of thinking on a wide variety of
issues – be they conservative, liberal, or somewhere in between. But, in
doing that, I suppose I’m part of a dying breed. In a day and an age when
most people now obtain their news on Facebook – that supreme source of
hallowed wisdom, there isn’t much hope for any sort of a reasoned discus-
sion of almost any issue, including  Israel. 

I, myself, am doubtful that Trump’s decision to recognize Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital will ultimately redound to Israel’s benefit. Tom Wolfe, in
The Bonfire of the Vanities resorted often to the metaphor of politicians tak-
ing the lid off a boiling pot when it comes to trying to cool overheated pas-
sions. In the case of that book, it was in an effort to keep tensions between
the races from erupting into violence. As far as what Trump did – he pre-
dicted it will lead to a breakthrough in the attempt to forge some kind of
peace between Israelis and Palestinians. As someone whose entire career
though has been predicated on stirring the pot and raising its temperature
to a boiling point, I can’t see how what he’s done will lead to anything but
a heating up of tensions between Jews and Palestinians. Whether you liked
former President Obama or not, he consistently tried to keep the pot from
boiling over. I just don’t see the benefit of raising the temperature of that
pot.

Short takes
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Comment

Alan Levy’s article “Trump’s move to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s
capital was wrong”, in  the JP&N’s December 20th, 2017 edition, is mis-
guided.

Levy aligns with the large UN majority vote denouncing Pres. Trump’s
recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and accuses him of pushing the
prospects for peace further away. 

Surely Levy must know that such majority international opinion
expressed at the UN and otherwise is moved by anti-Israelism borne of per-
ceptions that their self interests are tied to Arab oil and to avoid offending
the easily offended sensitivities of the largely Jew-Israel hating Muslim
world, their own antisemitism or both. 

In this instance, the UN vote against Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital may also have been moved in part by anti-Trump hysteria
that has gone global. 

Levy must also know that such international opinion typically expresses
disproportionate empathy, caring and endorsement of Palestinian rights as
Palestinians claim them, irrespective of reality - Palestinian beliefs and
demands all the while ignoring, forgiving and not holding Palestinian lead-
ers accountable for their many sins. 

Those sins include an unending stream of false, malicious anti-Israel
accusations, false narratives and terrorism against innocent Israelis, all
incited by Palestinian leaders’ inflammatory Islamist hate-filled anti-Israel-
antisemitic indoctrination. Add to that, Palestinian leaders have routinely
been siphoning into their own pockets and for their terrorist and other
nefarious agendas, vast amounts of the world’s welfare contributions des-
ignated to benefit the Palestinian people. 

Levy echoes UN empathies for Palestinians saying that for the sake of
peace, “Israel must be more respectful and generous towards Palestinians”
and that Trump’s recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital constituted “a
heavy blow for Palestinians and Arabs to take”. 

To convince readers of his bona fides as knowledgeable about and a fair
arbiter of the issues between Israel and Palestinians, Levy cites his limited
experience with a relative handful of Israeli-Arab students who accused
Israel of discriminating against them. Without more, Levy concludes their
accusations represent a widespread reality and proceeds to accuse Israel of
being partly responsible for Muslim rage against her. 

Even if Levy’s conclusion has some validity, it pales to irrelevance
against the fact that Palestinians are primarily moved in their relations with
Israel and their undermining chances for peace by their unrelenting Jew-
Israel hatred that guides their thinking and dreams every step of the way. 

Unlike sympathetic views usually extended to Palestinians, international
opinion rarely expresses any degree of compassionate empathy, under-
standing and recognition of any of Israel’s righteous national aspirations,
justified security needs and lawful rights, save for mouthing the minimal-
ist mantra that Israel has a right to exist, which right international opinion
renders practically meaningless with their incessant anti-Israel words and
deeds. 

Levy must be aware that Islamist Hamas Palestinian leaders only want
the peace of Israel’s grave as they have always been dedicated to Israel’s
destruction, eradication of Jews from the region and retaking the land of
Israel for Islam. 

He must also know that while the PA-Fatah led by Abbas want the same
thing, they employ different tactics, such as claiming to support a negotiat-
ed two-state peace solution process while invariably working to undermine
that process. 

Levy must also know that the Palestinian-originated BDS movement’s
genocide- minded slogan, “from the river to the sea, Palestine must be
free” means exactly what it says: Israel must die so Palestinians can have
all Israel’s land free of Jews.

Even perchance some peace deal could be worked out with Abbas’ PA-
Fatah, Iran-supported Hamas would never go along with it, would remain
Israel’s mortal enemy and could very well ultimately succeed in its ongo-
ing power struggle with the PA-Fatah, the consequences of which would be
even more disastrous for Israel and the region. 

Levy’s concern, shared with his like-minded international talking heads
that Trump’s recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital pushes the chances
for peace further away, begs the questions what chances for peace were
ever enhanced by not recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and further
what peace process is he talking about?

The history of the so called two-state peace solution process and the
chances for peace have always been illusory. 

The reality is that Israel has always wanted peace with the Arabs and
Palestinians and has, to that end, made many efforts, proposals and con-
cessions only to have those efforts perfidiously spurned or undermined by
the Palestinians. 

Still,  Levy is onside with international opinion in demanding that, for the
sake of peace, Israel must turn the other cheek to Jew-Israel hating

Palestinians and be more sympathetic, understanding and giving, as regards
Palestinians and their feelings, beliefs and demands. 

Levy and the UN are thus wanting Israel to ignore history which, time
and again, has seen Israel making many practically irreversible unilateral
or quid pro quo concessions to the Palestinians, only to quickly find
Palestinian promises made in that regard were lies or promises broken. 

Though Levy must be aware of all these current, historical and very rel-
evant realities, he pretty much ignores them which, of course, seriously
undermines his arguments. 

Throughout his piece, Levy makes his case against Trump’s recognizing
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, in part by casting doubt on Trump’s negotia-
tion skills where he says for instance, “Trump’s thoughtless understanding
of the dynamics of the negotiations between the parties will not help
achieve that goal (ie. peace)”.

Drawing on his academic and mediation, arbitration and conflict dispute
resolution experience, Levy shares his views on negotiating basics, fine
points and nuances, the importance of knowing and understanding the
issues and the dynamics of the conflicting parties as all being essential to
mastering the art of the deal. 

Levy clearly is engaging in self-aggrandizement as he seeks to portray
himself as an expert in the art of the deal, while tearing down Trump’s rep-
utation in that regard. 

Whatever expertise Levy might have at negotiations, one can fairly
assume he has no expertise whatsoever when it comes settling differences
between two sides where only one party is truly interested in settlement and
the stakes are truly a matter of life and death for that party which, in this
case, is Israel. 

To quote the sage insight of Israel’s PM Benjamin Netanyahu that likely
does not register in Levy’s view: “If the Arabs put down their weapons
today, there would be no more violence. If the Jews put down their
weapons today, there would be no more Israel’”

Levy began his piece with:
“First, let me say I am a strong Zionist. I have lived and studied in Israel

and I love Israel with my very soul.”
Good for Levy that he feels this way. 
Given Levy’s views as aforesaid expressed in his article however, it

seems that, if Israel’s Zionist founders had been imbued with Levy’s mind-
set, they likely never would have managed to bring Israel into existence in
1948 and thereafter, in 1949, ensured Israel emerged victorious and very
much alive at the conclusion of Israel’s War of Independence against the
Jew-Israel hating genocidal minded Arabs.

Similarly Levy’s views are an anathema to Israeli leaders today as they
devote all their talent and energies to protecting and securing Israel’s best
interests against Palestinian and other hateful murderous forces arrayed
against her, to fending off international opinion that seeks to weaken her,
and to ensuring Israel remains strong to carry her forward to a bright,
secure and thriving future. 
Bill Narvey 

A response to Alan Levy’s opinion piece criticizing Trump’s 
decision to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital

LETTERS

Further to Alan Levy’s piece
Professor Alan Levy is my friend, but I couldn’t disagree with him more

(“Trump’s move to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital was wrong”).
The professor asserts that Trump’s move will lead the Arabs to believe
“that violence is their only alternative and that Jews are their enemies!”
What an enlightening observation that is! It causes me to wonder just how
high up the professor’s office is located in the ivory tower of academia that
he has been oblivious to the fact that hostile Arabs have been waging inces-
sant violence against the State of Israel even for decades before the Jewish
State came into existence. “How much violence will be caused by this dan-
gerous move by the U.S.?” he goes on to ask - “how many people will be
killed?” 

Well, let’s see. One person, a security guard at the Central Bus Station in
Jerusalem, was indeed stabbed by an Arab terrorist since Trump’s
announcement on December 6. However, that is certainly not an extraordi-
nary indication of a dire increase in violence for a city that has experienced
numerous terrorist attacks and deadly bombings of buses and restaurants in
the past. On the contrary, there has been noticeably less violence since
Trump’s declaration confirming what the whole world knows, (however
much it may dislike), that Jerusalem is (and has always been) Israel’s cap-
ital. On the contrary, I would submit that the Professor’s thesis is the one
with the false foundation. Just as the so called Oslo “peace” accords have
resulted in more deaths than peace, Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital can only reinforce to the Arabs and those who deny Israel’s
right to exist that Israel – and Jerusalem- are forever linked together as the
homeland and heart of the
Jewish people. Having to Continued on page 7. See “Levy”.
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Myron Love

Laurel Malkin, who was
elevated to the position
of president of the

Winnipeg  Jewish Federation
at the Federation’s AGM on
December 7, is wasting no
time introducing herself to
the community. Although
born and raised in Winnipeg,
Malkin had been away for 23

years – only returning six years ago.
“Faye (Rosenberg-Cohen – the Federation’s

Community Planning and Allocations Director) has
scheduled a lot of board meetings for me with our ben-
eficiary agencies,” Malkin says. “I want them to know
that we are all on the same side, that we (the
Federation) want to help them (the beneficiary agen-
cies) to succeed.”

Malkin also wants to have different social events
with people of different ages to introduce herself and
help people in the community to get to know each
other.

She has already attended several focus groups for
new immigrants. “We want to find out what more we
can do to help new families to better integrate into our
community,” she says. “At these groups, I have met
families from all over who are so grateful to be here
and want to give back to the community.

“I took my husband, David, to one of the meetings
and he was amazed at how positive everyone sound-
ed.”

Malkin also spoke of the importance of continuing
Holocaust education, Israel advocacy and fighting
anti-Semitism.

“I want to get to know the major donors in our com-
munity, too,” she notes. “I was away for so long that there are a lot of
groups that I am not familiar with.”

While Malkin left here in 1988, initially she didn’t go far. And, in
Russell, Manitoba, a community of about 1,600, 340 km northwest of
Winnipeg, anti-Semitism was not a problem for Malkin and her family. On
the contrary, the people of Russell, she reports, were very supportive and
considerate of the Folk-Malkin family in their midst who kept kosher.

She recalls that friends in town would bring back kosher meat from
Winnipeg for Malkin and family when the friends had opportunity to visit
the city. “At the local restaurant, they made sure to always have all-beef
kosher hot dogs for our kids,” she recalls.

So how does a Jewish girl who was born and raised in Winnipeg end up
in Russell, Manitoba? Well, in 1987, Malkin, who was then a young teacher
at Maples Collegiate, met her future husband, Dr. David Folk, through her
synagogue (the Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia).

Originally from Zambia (Malkin notes that
her husband was the last Jewish boy to be bar-
mitzvahed in that southern African country),
Folk trained in medicine in South Africa.
When Laurel and David met, he was working
as a doctor in Gillam, in northern Manitoba. In
Russell, he was one of two doctors.

“We were in Russell for ten years,” Malkin
says. “We made some good friends there. In
Russell, I taught a couple of courses for
Assiniboine Community College. We left just
after our kids (Alli and Josh) started school.”

The family’s next stop was in South Bend,
Indiana, the home of the famed Notre Dame
University. David had a practice in a commu-
nity near South Bend while Laurel taught and
became actively involved in the community as
a volunteer.

“South Bend was a fabulous place to raise a
family,” Malkin says. “The Jewish community
numbers about 2000; there are a surprising
number of Jewish professors at the Catholic
Notre Dame University.

“The community has three synagogues –
Orthodox, Conservative and Reform. At the
egalitarian Conservative synagogue, I learned
to read Torah. I was president of the sisterhood
and served on different Jewish Federation
committees.”

Malkin says that the plan was always to
return to Winnipeg one day. That day came in
2011. The kids had left home (They stayed in
the United States.) and Malkin wanted to be
closer to her widowed mother.

Folk found a position as a fly-in doctor serv-
ing Aboriginal communities in northern Manitoba and northwestern
Ontario.

Once back in Winnipeg, Malkin easily resumed her previous relationship
with the Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia (Her late father, Dr. Charles Malkin, was
among the synagogue’s founders.) and threw herself into volunteer work.

“I never expected to become president of the Federation,” she says. “A
friend persuaded me to become involved with the Women’s Philanthropy
campaign. I chaired the Lion of Judah Division for two years.”

After chairing Lion of Judah, that position led to a role as the Next
Generation Chair on the Federation executive and, two years ago, she was
asked to serve as vice-president of the Federation. She also served on the
Allocations Committee for the past three years.

“I feel humbled and honoured to have been asked to serve as president,”
she says. “I am also thrilled to be back in Winnipeg and to have the oppor-
tunity to give back to my community.”

New Jewish Federation president Laurel Malkin
enthusiastic about community, off to running start 

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Laurel Malkin
“I feel humbled and honoured
to have been asked to serve as
president. I am also thrilled to
be back in Winnipeg and to have
the opportunity to give back to
my community.”

Submitted
by Michel Aziza on behalf of
OPERATION EZRA

Our Operation Ezra Mount
Sinjar Winter Drive was a
huge success thanks to all of
you donors !!

A total of CDN $4,200 was
raised. These funds were wired
earlier this month to people on
the ground and in the Mount
Sinjar area. These contacts
purchased and distributed
many items of food and cloth-
ing to approximately 400-500
people !

Food - Meat, cheese, milk,
yogurt , etc…were distributed
to over 40 families -  300-400 people altogether

Clothing - A total of 70 families were identified by our contacts with just
over 100 children and teenagers receiving winter clothes (jackets, pants,
hats, sweaters and shirts). These included approx. 40 orphaned children,
approx. 40 teenagers who were captives of ISIS and another 20 or so chil-
dren in desperate need.

A small party was put together for the orphaned children as well .
Our small Winnipeg drive certainly touched a lot of people. Well done

and thank you everyone !

WE WOULD LIKE TO RUN ADDITIONAL CAMPAIGNS IN THE
FUTURE AND MANY MORE PEOPLE MAY BE INTERESTED IN
PARTICIPATING. IF ANYONE WANTS MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE ASK THEM TO CONTACT ME BY EMAIL. 

Michel Aziza michel.aziza08@gmail.com

Operation Ezra Mount Sinjar Winter Drive a huge success!

Yazidi children in northern Iraq holding up
signs (in Kurdish) saying “Thank you
Operation Ezra”

Yazidi children in northern Iraq holding new  winter clothing
sent to them by Operation Ezra
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Looking back

We received the following email from Leonard
Stone on December 26. In it Stone refers to an
event that occurred here in October 2013 that
was sponsored by the Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada.

During that event Stone gave a talk about
something that happened in 1963, when Laurie
Mainster, who was a central figure in B’nai
Brith at that time, had asked Stone, who was
then the executive director of the Winnipeg
Symphony Orchestra and had a terrific reputa-
tion as a fundraiser, whether he could contact
former President Harry Truman to see whether
Truman might be willing to be the guest speak-
er at a B’nai Brith fundraiser in Winnipeg. 

Also during that October 2013 event Dan
Stone, former president of the JHCWC, pre-
ceded Leonard Stone’s talk (they’re not related, by the way). In his own
talk, Dan Stone described the pivotal role that Harry Truman played in the
birth of the State of Israel in 1948.

Here is the email we received from Leonard Stone: 
Hello Bernie. 
You will recall the evening I spoke at the Asper Center on the subject of

Harry Truman, David Niles and the founding of the state of Israel (in
October 2013). Subsequent to that presentation you wrote an article that
reviewed my presentation and he material contained. I was so taken by
your comments that I began thinking if I could translate my speech into a
drama, which, I eventually did. I called it “Truman’s Jew.”

On December 11th, it had its world premier reading at the Beth Israel
synagogue in Edmonton, and in behalf of the shul’s Education activities. 

I will make no comment on the review, but urge you to read it in the
Edmonton Jewish News. http://www.edmontonjewishnews.com/captivat-
ing-reading-trumans-jew-beth-israel-synagogue/ It speaks for itself, and it
occurred to me that since I am a Winnipeg native, and since the idea of the
play flourished after reading your complimentary comments, that you
might wish to contact Debra Schatz who wrote the review and see if it is
something you would like to reprint. It was in their December 13th edition.
The connection seems obvious . . . a playwright from Winnipeg; the ger-
mination of the idea – your fault for which I am grateful.

Leonard Stone

In order to give readers a better understanding of the events to which
Stone refers in his email we offer here some excerpts from an article I wrote
about the JHCWC event, which took place on October 6, 2013:

Dan Stone, Professor Emeritus of History, the University of Winnipeg,
and current president of the Jewish Heritage Centre, offered a powerpoint
presentation highlighting Truman’s career with an emphasis on his rela-
tionship with American Jews…

Insofar as Truman’s support for Israel was concerned, Stone explained
that “Truman was caught between his sympathy for the Jews and profes-
sional advice to the contrary.”

“Truman never explained why he came down on one side over the other,”
Stone said. “Historians believe he did it because it was the right thing to

do.”
Leonard Stone, a

“north end boy”, as
he described him-
self, and a former
executive director
of the Winnipeg
S y m p h o n y
Orchestra (along with five other symphony orchestras during the course of
his long and varied career), demonstrated a fine talent not only for public
speaking, but for historical scholarship that would have made any PhD can-
didate proud.

As it turned out this particular evening, Stone became obsessed with
understanding what led an apparent “hick” from Missouri to lend such
strong support to the creation of the State of Israel and this, moreover, in
the face of fierce opposition from the professionals over at State.

Stone explained how he had been drafted into contacting former
President Truman in an attempt to bring him to Winnipeg 50 years ago.

“Fifty years and five months ago,” Stone related, “Laurie Mainster called
me and said we were going to have a major event for B’nai Brith and that
they wanted me to invite Harry Truman to be the guest speaker.”

In Stone’s telling of the story, which he did in dramatic fashion, he set
about attempting to contact Harry Truman. In those days, he explained, one
had to rely on the assistance of the long-distance operator to contact some-
one.

So, Stone said, he thought he would first try to find out how he might
contact President Truman by calling the Truman Library in Independence,
Missouri.

“I had the operator place the call. Ring, ring, ring, ring. A voice answered.
I asked: “Is this the Truman Library?’

‘Yes, it is,’ I was told.
‘Do you know how I might be able to get a hold of President Truman?’,

I asked.
‘Yes I do,’ came the answer.
‘Could you tell me how then?’, I further inquired.
‘You’re speaking to him,’ I was told.”
Eventually, Stone explained, as much as President Truman said he would

What began with a talk at the Asper Campus in 2013 is now a play

Photo from our  Oct.  13, 2013 issue which
reported on the “Truman Letter” (l-r):
Recipient of the Truman letter LEONARD
STONE; U.S. Consul to Winnipeg TIMOTHY
CIPULLO; Prof. DAN STONE, President of the
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada;
and EARL BARISH, Chairman of the
Executive Board of B’nai Brith Canada

Continued on page 22. See “Leonard Stone”.

Object to personal attacks
Dear Bernie,

While I applaud your call for greater tolerance within Winnipeg’s Jewish
community when discussing Israel, I feel that more could be done to make
the JP&N a safe place to have some of that discussion. As a member of
Independent Jewish Voices I have been the subject of vitriolic attacks and
demonization within your pages. I am that “outspoken anti-semite of
Jewish birth” referred to in Myron Love’s column a few issues ago. We in
IJV are used to the name calling and personal attacks, we are used to hav-
ing our Jewish identity denied because we aren’t the right kind of Jews,
because we are the kind of Jew that dares criticize the actions of the Israeli
government and its treatment of Palestinians. But for those who are start-
ing to question, who are feeling less and less comfortable with what Israel
is doing, supposedly in their name, finding a safe place to raise those ques-
tions or express those doubts is very difficult if not impossible. The Jewish
Post & News could offer a great service to the entire spectrum of the Jewish
community, if it made space for those who are starting to find the kool-aid
tasting a little bit off.
Shalom,
Harold Shuster

LETTERS

this reality only increases the per-
ception of security rather than

weakens it.
Professor Levy concedes that he, personally, “would love Jerusalem to be

recognized as Israel’s capital by all countries of the world!” But he despairs
that we are about to pay a huge cost “for what might initially seem won-
derful”. This reaction is reminiscent of another academic, Judah Magnes,
first Chancellor of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem who also opposed
another declaration, namely the Declaration of Independence, fearing that
it, too, would result in violence and unrest between the Arabs and Jews. Yet
do any of Israel’s supporters today regret that Declaration – even given the
heavy price that was paid to defend the fledgling Jewish State? Sometimes,
dear professor, you have to stand up for what you believe in and be pre-
pared to take the heat – even if it doesn’t make academic sense. The fact
that we Jews have survived for more than two thousand years in a hostile
world without a state certainly does not make academic sense. Yet we have
survived as a people, precisely because we have never relinquished our
dream of rebuilding a Jewish State with Jerusalem as its capital. Like the
vast majority of Israeli Jews I shun the ghetto mentality which would have
us compromising our ideals out of fear of potential violence and instead
applaud this President who not only kept his word but by doing so coura-
geously dared to speak a basic, fundamental truth to the world, namely, that
Jerusalem is the eternal capital of Israel.
Gordie Wiseman

Levy (Continued from page 5.)

President Harry Truman (right) presenting his
advisor, David Niles, with the Order of Merit,
in 1947. Niles played a key role in persuading
Truman to recognize the State of Israel -
despite strong opposition from within the State
Department.
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Community news

Submitted by Dr. MICHAEL ELEFF

Dr. Philip Katz, who passed away on June 29, 2017,
was a pillar of the Department of Psychiatry at the
University of Manitoba for 53 years, until ill

health forced him to retire in 2016. He graduated from the
University of Manitoba Medical School in 1955, trained
in psychiatry in London and New York, then returned to
Winnipeg in 1963 as a child and adolescent psychiatrist. 

Phil was a valued and sought-after teacher, supervisor
and mentor for medical students and budding psychia-
trists throughout his long career. Among his many pro-
fessional contributions, he was extraordinarily active in
treating troubled adolescents and youth, extending this
work to Indigenous patients at a time when mainstream
psychiatry did not regard these youth as amenable to “talk
therapy.” His published papers in this area served to
emphasize the responsibility of health care professionals
to recognize that cultural differences require flexibility
and creativity on the part of professionals.

Phil was also very active in a wide range of professional organizations,
serving as the first (and to date, only) Canadian president of the American
Society for Adolescent Psychiatry.

On a personal level, he and his wife Evelyn (Chavi, nee Cantor) built a
home and family steeped in commitments to both the Jewish Community
and the larger community. Their three children (Laurence, Jennifer and
Aviva (Vivi) all have professional careers in health and education and work

with marginalized and disadvantaged populations.
To honour Phil’s extraordinary professional accomplish-

ments and to perpetuate his memory, the Max Rady
College of Medicine, the Department of Psychiatry, the
Katz family and Phil’s students, colleagues and friends,
have joined forces to establish the Dr. Philip Katz
Memorial Visiting Professorship. This will involve bring-
ing respected academics to Winnipeg once a year to lec-
ture on topics dear to Phil’s heart. This is especially fitting
as Phil served as Director of Continuing Education in
Psychiatry here from 1977 to 2009. Lecture topics will
include Indigenous mental health, adolescent psychiatry
and the central place of psychotherapy in psychiatric prac-
tice. The Department of Psychiatry will partner with
Ongowiizmin, the Indigenous Institute for Health and
Healing of the Rady Faculty of Health Sciences.

While the Department of Psychiatry, the University and
the community have lost a true giant, we hope that this
program will honour the memory of Dr. Philip Katz and

extend his contributions to Manitoba and to the field of psychiatry. We plan
to hold an inaugural event for this Visiting Professorship in the spring. The
annual visits will be supported by an endowment being created for this pur-
pose through the University of Manitoba. Anyone who would like to get
further information on this initiative or to participate in honouring Phil
Katz, may contact me at katzmemorialfund@gmail.com

Remembering and honouring Dr. Philip Katz, a Giant of Psychiatry 

The late Dr. PHILIP KATZ

and the way in which Israel has taken full
advantage of its freedom and its entrepreneur-
ial spirit, to be an example in so many ways to
the world on how it has developed its high

tech and increasingly clean tech economies.
I’ve been there on business missions learning from the Israelis so, as a Jew, I

feel a tremendous attachment and sense of pride in what we have accom-
plished. As a member of the Canadian Government I believe that Canada’s
position is the right one, that we will continue to advocate for a two-state solu-
tion, and that the ultimate disposition of all the outstanding issues should be a
subject of discussion among the parties themselves.

JP&N: By the way, are you the only Jew in the Cabinet?
Carr: Karina Gould (Minister of Democratic Institutions) is of a Jewish

father.
Something else that’s not known is that Hunter Tootoo (MP for Nunavut)

who’s no longer in the Cabinet, is of a Jewish mother and his mother is actual-
ly from Montreal. You’ll have to check the lineage – the “yichus”, but there’s
a Bronfman connection there, and his parents met in Churchill, Manitoba, of
all places.

JP&N: Wow – sounds like a Mordecai Richler plot. (See “Solomon Gursky
Was Here”.)

Carr: Yah, it does. Karina considers herself Jewish; she’s not. I wouldn’t say
that she’s practicing, but she certainly considers herself Jewish. Her interest in
Jewish and Middle East issues is something we discuss all the time.

There is something you may not know about. There is a Jewish-Muslim cau-
cus within the Liberal caucus. There are 17 of us; I believe seven Jews and ten
Muslims. We meet from time to time. We meet during Chanukah or Christmas
or Ramadan, depending on when the time is right, and we share stories.

It’s actually very moving to sit with our Muslim brothers and sisters, and it’s
probably unprecedented anywhere. I know of no other example where, within
a political party and within a government caucus you have Jewish and Muslim
representatives who break bread, talk, and exchange ideas and stories with lots
of affection and goodwill among us.

JP&N: Really? I don’t recall seeing anything about this. Is this something
that’s been publicized at all?

Carr: Yah, it’s been publicized in that it’s well known within the capital
region that we meet from time to time. We don’t make a big deal out of it. It’s
mostly a way of getting together socially, but the conversations are heartfelt and
everyone values these friendships that we’ve developed within our party’s cau-
cus.

JP&N: Let’s talk some more about your role, not only as a senior minister,
but as Manitoba’s Cabinet Minister. Traditionally the role of that person has
been to bring the bacon back to Manitoba, but with the kind of ongoing tension
between your government and the Pallister Tories, is there anything you can
say about the kinds of divisions that have occurred over things like cost shar-
ing of programs?

Carr: Manitobans don’t want to see their political leaders at all levels of gov-
ernment bickering; they want to see them cooperating. That’s why I wrote let-
ters to both Mayor Bowman and Premier Pallister in November, inviting them
to a meeting which the Government of Canada was happy to host, and sug-
gesting that we meet from time to time.

They both agreed. Premier Pallister has asked Deputy Premier Heather
Stefanson to come to the first meeting. Mayor Bowman has agreed. And we’ll
talk. The advantages of talking are that we’ll reduce the chances of miscom-

munication and disinformation…
My job is to make sure that my colleagues in Ottawa know about what

Manitobans expect from us. I think we have been a constructive partner. We
have been generous in infrastructure investments - from the Inuit Art Centre to
Diversity Gardens at the Assiniboine Conservancy to tens of millions of dollars
in wastewater and sewage plants, literally across the province. We are fully
engaged with the people of Churchill. We understand the importance of devel-
oping northern Manitoba as part of a Canadian Arctic strategy and we want to
accomplish all of these important objectives with the Government of Manitoba.
That’s the reason that I’m reaching out and I’m hopeful that we will be able to
move ahead constructively and practically for the citizens of our province.

JP&N: Turning to the national scene, would you say that the issue of
pipelines in B.C. has been your most difficult challenge?

Carr: We believe that the economy and the environment is one conversation,
not two, and that we have approved pipelines. We have approved the Enbridge
Line 3 replacement, we approved pipelines in Alberta and, of course, the Trans
Mountain expansion, because we believe that it is vital that we expand our
export markets.

Ninety-nine percent of Canadian exports in oil and gas to one nation: the
United States. We want to open up the Asian market and the Trans Mountain
expansion will do that. Literally, at the same time as we announced approval of
that pipeline we invested a billion and a half dollars in the Ocean Protection
plan. We know that environmental stewardship is more important today than it
ever has been before. To quote the Prime Minister, “There is no contradiction
between building a pipeline and building a wind turbine.” We need both for our
future.

It makes a lot of sense to use the wealth that we have to finance the transition
to a low carbon economy. We’re committed to economic growth, environmen-
tal suspendibility and, importantly, as another pillar, Indigenous partnerships
and engagement. I think we’re making good progress on all three of those pil-
lars, which is what our energy and environmental policy rests on.

JP&N: I suppose that the idea of a Trans Canada pipeline is on hold right
now – just too many obstacles to that?

Carr: Well, the Energy East project was pulled by Trans Canada because the
price of oil had gone from $140 a barrel down to 40; it’s now back up to 57 and
there have been other pipeline approvals – and there’s only so much pipeline
capacity. So, this was a business decision they made within what they believe
to be their responsibilities to their shareholders. We respect that. 

It’s also worth noting that we will introduce legislation early in the new year
that will reform how environmental assessment is done in Canada, including
reforms to the National Energy Board. So, we’re looking for clarity for propo-
nents, also to rebuild confidence in the regulatory process because you need to
have that confidence if these projects are going to be given the necessary scruti-
ny with fairness to the proponents who need certainty of timelines.

JP&N: One final question. It might be too early to ask, but given that we’re
always talking about the “next election”, have you decided whether you’re
going to run again?

Carr: It’s my plan to run again. I think there’s very important work to do and
I’m happy to be a part of it. I’m privileged to represent Manitoba in the Cabinet
and I think that our government has done some excellent work, particularly
bringing hundreds of thousands of children out of poverty, in leading the G7 in
economic growth. I think our economic policies are working.

So, you never know what happens over time, but my current thinking is that
I just may ask the people of Winnipeg South Centre for a report card.

Jim Carr
Continued from page 1.
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Sports

“Nachas” is a
Yiddish word
meaning that you
are happy and
proud - especially
when you watch
your children
graduate from
college. Or, when
your son or

daughter excels in music because they
have been gifted with the voices of an
angel and you’re almost certain that the
third and youngest is going to be the next
Jascha Heifetz with a violin in his golden
hands. 

Then, there is DENIS SHAPOVALOV,
whose Russian-Israeli parents, Tessa and
Viktor, just learned that their 18-year old
son - nicknamed “SHAP0” - in the annual Canadian Press poll of broad-
casters and sports editors had, by a single vote, just edged out the already
legendary hockey phenom SIDNEY CROSBY, who led the Pittsburgh
Penguins to a second straight Stanley Cup, as the Canadian male athlete of
the year.

Tessa is Jewish, while Viktor is Greek Orthodox Christian. The family
moved from Tel Aviv to Canada before Denis’s first birthday. There is also
an older brother, Evgeniy.

The budding superstar started to play tennis at the club where his moth-
er was coaching when he was only five years of age. Mom opened her own
tennis club, named “Tessa Tennis”,  in Vaughan, Ontario,  to help give
Denis a home base where he could train, also to teach the game to other
juniors.

She is still her son’s coach - along with 53-year-old Martin Laurendeau,
who was born in Quebec. The latter is a former touring professional tennis
player and the present coach (non-playing) captain of the Canada Davis
Cup team. Shapo plays for Canada, but holds both Israeli and Canadian cit-
izenship papers.

In terms of earnings, since he turned pro at age 16, the left-hander, whose
current residence is Nassau in the Bahamas, has earned prize money
totalling  $828,926. 

He reached a career-high Association of Tennis Professionals singles
ranking of number 49 on October 23, 2017, and a career-high International
Federation Junior ranking of number 2 on July 11, 2016.

Shapo also won the 2016 Wimbledon junior singles title and 2015 US
Open junior doubles title with compatriot Felix Auger-Aliassimi and was a
semi-finalist at the 2017 Canadian Open.

And so it goes...seemingly the nachas will overflow in the future.
**********

If you’re into year-end sports awards - and not everyone is - you no
doubt noticed in the sports pages that 20-year-old Canadian golfer Brooke
Henderson earned Canadian Press female athlete of the year honours. It
wasn’t her first time, because she was honored similarly with the recogni-
tion in 2015, when she captured the FANNY “BOBBIE” ROSENFELD
trophy.

And, what a coincidence that as I sit and pound the keys that today, Dec.
28, 2017, would have been the Jewish sports legends 114th birthday. 

(It is common among Jews to wish one another to live until 120 because
the Torah tells us Moses was 120 when he died and that his life was deemed
perfect and complete).

For my purposes, I’ll refer to the Jewish sports legend as Fanny to hon-
our her mother, who was upset when her daughter took on the nickname of
Bobbie after she altered her hairstyle by cutting off her long bobbed  hair
so that it wouldn’t bother the Canadian track and field star’s performances.

In 1950 she was chosen Canada’s female athlete of the half century by
Canadian sportswriters following her performance at the 1928 Amsterdam
Olympics, when she won a gold medal on the lead-off leg of the 400-metre

relay team that set a world record of 48.4
seconds. She also captured a silver medal in the 100-metre sprint.

Fanny, a member of the Jewish Sports Hall of Fame in Israel, was born
in Russia.  During the difficult journey to Canada she contracted smallpox.

Her family settled in Barrie, Ontario, where her father went into the junk
business. Fanny learned how to play softball and hockey on the corner lots
with the boys.

When she was 16 a track meet was held in Barrie celebrating the end of
World War 1 and when sprints were held the results were a foregone con-
clusion as the budding young athlete won going away.

In 1922 the family moved to Toronto and there Fanny took courses in
stenography. Subsequently, she took  a job as a stenographer for a local
chocolate factory, Patterson’s. She reigned supreme on the company’s soft-
ball and ice hockey team.

She never married, but for a long time she dated a young man who was
from a Christian family. Both families would not approve a marriage. She
became known as “A Canadian Track and Field Star who would not inter-
marry.”

Fanny began writing for the Toronto Globe and Mail in 1937.
Appropriately, her column was named “Feminine Sports Reel”, which not
only focused on
women in sports in
Toronto, but also
commented on
Canadian sports in
general. She did not
hesitate to attack the
sports establishment
in her columns.

The respected scribe
stopped writing about
sports in 1957 and
switched to the Globe
and Mail’s promotion
department. She was
public relations man-
ager when she retired
in 1966.

Severe bouts of
arthritic pain followed
and began to take
their toll. Soon after
her health deteriorat-
ed quickly and she
passed away in the
month of December
1969.

The writer, a Jewish
Winnipegger, is a for-
mer school teacher,
and covers football
and hockey for
Canadian Press and
Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with
Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish
sports to Harvey
Rosen, 360 Scotia
Street, Winnipeg,
Man., R2V 1W7, 

e - m a i l :
harv360@shaw.ca

Generations apart – Shapo and Fanny had much in common
THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

DENIS SHAPOVALOV - Canadian Press male athlete of the year
FANNY “BOBBIE”

ROSENFELD
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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Jerry Seinfeld spotted at Tel Aviv’s ‘best’ falafel shop

(JTA) – Hours after landing in Israel, the comedian Jerry Seinfeld was
spotted at a well-known falafel eatery ahead of his two shows there.

Wearing a blue polo shirt and a New York Mets baseball cap, Seinfeld
was photographed ordering food on Friday at Falafel Hakosem, an eatery
situated half a mile east of the U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv.

Israel’s Channel 2’s food critic earlier this year proclaimed the falafel
joint the best of its kind in Tel Aviv, Ynet reported.

Seinfield, one of the most famous Jewish comedians of all time, is
scheduled to perform at Tel Aviv’s Menorah Mivtachim Arena on
Saturday night. He performed four sold-out shows in a row there during
his previous visit to Israel in 2015.

In September, Seinfeld released a new comedy special on Netflix, titled
“Jerry Before Seinfeld.”
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Looking backRady JCC Presents 2018
In the Know

Arts, Lecture and Discussion Season
The Rady JCC is excited to present the 2018 season for In the Know-

our popular daytime lecture and discussion series. This program has
grown over the last year attracting large crowds for those who want to
be “in the know”. On Monday, January 15 at 12:00 noon, we welcome
our first speaker of 2018, Shelley Faintuch. The former Director of
Community Relations of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, Shelley
will be speaking on Antisemitism: “A Hatred Persists”. Shelley is
noted nationally for the programs she has developed and initiated. This
includes missions to Israel from Norway House of Cree Nation where
she has developed a close relationship with Chief Ron Evans. Shelley
has been instrumental in Holocaust remembrance and education. Other
areas that Shelley has been involved in are with human rights’, advo-
cacy, Israel awareness, social justice and religious freedom. Her work
also promotes and fosters interfaith and interethnic understanding and
harmony. Shelley considers her greatest accomplishment as being  the
mother to her son Zev.

Please be sure to mark your calendar for the rest of the In the Know
calendar this season. On March 25, well-known architect John
Petersmeyer will discuss his career, that has spanned 41 years, and his
favourite project, The Asper Jewish Community Campus. We will  also
be pleased to have David Northcott, former Executive Director of
Winnipeg Harvest, join us on April 30. David has been the face of
compassion for Winnipeg’s homeless and disadvantaged populations
for over 30 years. Best known as a host and producer, Andrea Ratuski
closes the series on May 7 with the Classical Music of Prague. A long-
time producer of CBC Radio’s Northern Lights, and on Manitoba
SCENE, CBC’s website on arts and culture, she is sure to bring a great
program to the closing event.

In the Know programs are held at the Rady JCC, 123 Doncaster
12:00-1:30 pm and include lunch. Transportation is available; please
make arrangements when purchasing tickets.

For tickets please call (204) 477-7510 or on-line at
www.radyjcc.com http://www.radyjcc.com

Yude Henteleff: renaissance man
By MYRON LOVE

In this twelfth of a
series, Yude
Henteleff, the

third member of the
Buchwald Asper
Henteleff legal part-
nership, has more
than held his own
when it comes to
community leader-
ship and giving back.

Harold Buchwald,
Israel Asper and Yude
Henteleff  arguably,
among them,  did
more for the Jewish
community - here and
in Israel,  and for the
community at large –
than any other trio of
lawyers in our city’s
history.

Henteleff, who is
now 90, could well
be described as a
renaissance man. His
range of interests and
contributions have
encompassed educa-
tion, heritage, health-
care, human rights
and arts and enter-
tainment.

Henteleff grew up on the Henteleff  family farm just outside of
Winnipeg. At university, he met Harold Buchwald and the two became
law partners and lifelong friends. In 1965, they formed the law firm
Buchwald Henteleff. In 1970, they joined forces with the late Israel Asper
to form Buchwald Asper Henteleff.

“The three of us were bound together by a love of the law and a com-
mitment to social justice,” Henteleff said in an earlier interview by this
writer at the time of Buchwald’s passing nine years ago. “We also shared
a commitment to the City of Winnipeg and the arts, and a passion for the
Jewish people and for education. We felt strongly that as lawyers, we
were in an ideal position to serve as advocates in ways that would enrich
our community.”

One of the institutions that benefitted from the contributions of the
three partners was the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Henteleff recalls
that it was Mr. Justice Samuel Freedman who introduced them to the
Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University. Each of the partners served
as president of the local chapter, on the national board, and on the board
of governors of the Hebrew University.

Henteleff was also instrumental in the formation of the Learning
Disabilities Association of Manitoba and a leading voice advocating for
children afflicted with learning disabilities.

He was also a long-time member of the Manitoba Association of Rights
and Liberties and played an integral role in the creation of his friend
Israel Asper’s visionary Canadian Museum for Human Rights. Henteleff
chaired the Content Advisory Committee. He and the committee mem-
bers travelled across Canada – from Labrador to Iqualiut to Victoria lis-
tening to  stories Canadians felt it was important to include in the new
museum.

He describes that time as a unique opportunity to meet a wide cross sec-
tion of Canadians.

Within our Jewish community, Henteleff served as president of the
YMHA and chair of B’nai Brith Camp. 

In the world of arts and entertainment, he was a member of the
Winnipeg Jazz Committee (another passion that he shared with Asper),
found time to serve on the board of the Manitoba Theatre Centre and was
there at the beginning of Actor’s Workshop - which later evolved into
Prairie Theatre Exchange.

And, he says, he received a lot of satisfaction for his role in the found-
ing of the Manitoba Children’s Museum.

He has also been a leading voice in the Canadian Hospice and Palliative
Care Association.

The project that Henteleff has been primarily focusing on over the past
few years has been the one that hits closest to home for him. That would
be the transformation of the Henteleff Family farm into a park and inter-
pretive centre showcasing early Metis culture, Winnipeg’s early market
gardening industry and the Henteleff Family. 

“The park (in south St. Vital) has been a huge success,” Henteleff says. 

YUDE HENTELEFF
“We (Henteleff, Israel Asper and
Harold Buchwald) also shared a
commitment to the City of Winnipeg
and the arts, and a passion for the
Jewish people and for education. We
felt strongly that as lawyers, we were
in an ideal position to serve as advo-
cates in ways that would enrich our
community.”
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Yiddish news/entertainment

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column

David Fishman’s new book “The Book Smugglers: Partisans,
Poets, and the Race to Save Jewish Treasures from the Nazis” is
a wonderful and engaging description of the attempts to rescue
Jewish books, artifacts, and manuscripts in the Vilna Ghetto. The
Nazis robed these treasures from libraries, synagogues and insti-
tutions in order to study Judaism whiteout Jews. They employed
a group of intellectuals to sort the materials for shipment to
Germany. Some of these materials were smuggled and rescued
risking the lives of their rescuers. This is a book about human
dignity in the face of atrocity and a must read. 

Everyone on Google was searching
for Gal Gadot this year

(JTA) – Is Gal Gadot
the most famous Israeli
ever?

Judging by 2017’s top
Google searches, the
answer might be yes.
Gadot was the sixth-
most searched person
worldwide, and the
third-most searched
actor.

The 32-year-old, who
was born and raised in Israel and served in the Israel Defense
Forces, starred in two movies this year: her breakout film
“Wonder Woman” and the ensemble superhero flick “Justice
League.” The movies were the #2 and #5 most-searched films,
respectively.

Google didn’t say how many searches each term got, but
searches for Gadot peaked worldwide the week of June 5, when
“Wonder Woman” premiered in the U.S. There were also spikes
the week after she hosted Saturday Night Live in October, and the
week in November when “Justice League” had its U.S. premiere.

Where is Gadot most popular? Not Israel, her home country,
nor the United States, where she lives now. She was most popu-
lar in the Philippines, where she was the second-most searched
person overall. Other southeast Asian countries also have Gadot-
mania: Both Singapore and Malaysia searched for Gadot far more
than the average country. So did Puerto Rico and Costa Rica. In
the United States, she barely cracked the top 10, coming in at
number 10.

Worldwide, Gadot ranked below disgraced “Today” host Matt
Lauer (#1); actress-turned-British princess bride Meghan Markle
(#2) and, surprisingly, Nadia Toffa (#3), an Italian TV presenter
who erroneously reported a dangerous nuclear experiment was
planned.

Still, Gadot came in above First Lady Melania Trump (#7) as
well as Michael Flynn (#9), the former national security adviser
who pleaded guilty to lying to the FBI.

But the funniest data point on Gadot might be one of the top
searches related to her name: “gal gadot husband shirt.” People
typing in that term are probably looking for an Instagram post by
Gadot’s husband, real estate developer Yaron Versano, in which
he’s wearing a shirt comparing “Your wife” (a generic ladies’
room symbol) to “my wife” (a drawing of Wonder Woman). In
the photo, Gadot is sitting next to him with a huge grin on her
face.

Gadot isn’t the only Jew to make Google’s top 10 lists. Harvey
Weinstein, the Hollywood mogul accused of sexual abuse by 90
women, was number four on the list of most-searched people.

However, despite persistent internet rumors – and despite hav-
ing been photographed in 2005 wearing a “Chai Maintenance” t-
shirt – it bears repeating that royal-to-be Meghan Markle is not
Jewish.

By

BEN SALES

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

Gil Gadot with her husband,
Israeli real estate developer
Yaron Versano. Versano’s shirt
has a woman’s image, titled
“YOUR WIFE” next to an
image of Wonder Woman,
titled “MY WIFE”.
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Surviving Stuffhof: My Father’s
Memories behind the Death Gate
by Liisa Kovala 
Latitude 60 Publishing 
201 pages 
Reviewed by 
MARTIN ZEILIG

“The innocence of youth
ended when bombs blasted
Aarne Kovala’s home-

town,” writes author Lissa Kovala in
this well written and moving story of
survival, hope, and courage.

Those bombs were dropped from
Russian planes at the beginning of the
Winter War— a military conflict
between the Soviet Union and
Finland in 1939-1940.

Surviving Stuffhof: My Father’s
Memories behind the Death Gate pro-
vides a view of life in a Nazi concen-
tration camp from the perspective of a
non-Jewish inmate.  The book is also
a devoted daughter’s tribute to a parent— one whose wartime ordeal had a
profound impact on the rest of his life. Liisa Kovala is keeping those
important memories alive. (See following interview.) 

“The teenaged Aarne Kovala “takes fate into his own hands,” writes the
author, and joins the Finnish merchant marines. He spends his days deliv-
ering war materials between Finland, Poland, and Germany.

“But when Finland’s ties with Germany are severed” after the signing of
the Moscow Armistice in 1944, Aarne and his crewmates were arrested by
the Nazis and transported by cattle car to the notorious Stutthof concentra-
tion camp established, as Wikipedia says, “in a secluded, wet, and wooded
area near the small town of Sztutowo (German: Stutthof)”  34 kilometres
east of the city of Gdask in the former territory of the Free City of Danzig,
Poland.

“Stutthof was the first Nazi camp set up outside German borders in World
War II, in operation from 2 September 1939,” notes the online information.
“It was also the last camp liberated by the Allies on 9 May 1945. It is esti-
mated that between 63,000 and 65,000 prisoners of Stutthof concentration
camp and its subcamps died as a result of murder, epidemics, extreme
labour conditions, evacuations, and lack of medical help. Some 28,000 of
them were Jews. In total, as many as 110,000 people were deported there
in the course of the camp’s existence.”

The author describes how Aarne and his shipmates struggled to survive
amid appalling living conditions, insufficient food, and brutal and enforced
work assignments.

“I hope the day soon dawns that we again may meet,” writes Aarne in the
only letter he is allowed to send home.

Most of the Finnish sailors managed to survive and return home after the
war— often to hostile/suspicious attitudes from the officials in Finland. 

Recently we exchanged emails with Liisa Kovala, who lives in Sudbury,
Ontario, about the writing of her book:

JP&N: How long did it take you to write this book?
Liisa Kovala: I started interviewing my father in January 2012, but I

began my research about a year before that. It took more than three years
to write the book, including research, interview, and many revisions. 

JP&N: Why did you write it? 
LK: From the time I was about 15, I knew I wanted to write my father’s

story. It only took another 25 years before I finally began the process. By
then, I had two children of my own, as well as nephews and nieces, for
whom I knew this story was necessary to write. It was important to me that
my father’s experiences were recorded, both for them and for me. Only
after I started writing did I realize how many people were interested in the
project. It grew from a family memoir that I thought I might photocopy and
share to a book that has been widely read.

JP&N: Did you encounter any problems in your research?
LK: I was very fortunate to find some invaluable sources from the

Stutthof Museum that provided me with crucial information about the
camp. I also read a wide selection of survivor memoirs, both from Stutthof
and other concentration camps, including such essential reading as Eli
Wiesel’s Night and Victor Frankel’s Man’s Search for Meaning. I didn’t
really encounter problems while researching the Winter War and the
Holocaust, but it was extremely painful and emotionally draining. My heart
bled for the millions of victims and their families.

JP&N: What other information would you like to share about your
father?

LK: My father continued to work as a sailor after the war, but moved to
Canada in 1951. He spent much of his working life building smokestacks

across Canada, including his last,
Sudbury’s Superstack, upon which he
was working when a tornado blew through in 1970. He married my mom
in 1958 and they had four children. In 2014, he lost his son John to a trag-
ic accident.

My father’s war experiences have haunted him for the past seven
decades. He suffers from nightmares and insomnia. Despite his experi-
ences, he is a very positive person who exemplifies what Finns call “sisu”
- dogged determination in the face of adversity.

While writing the book, I worried that my father was opening wounds,
but soon realized that telling me his story was a form of therapy. His expe-
riences had been buried for so long. I believe it was necessary, even cru-
cial, for him to release them. It was an act of courage. I feel very honoured
that he entrusted his stories to me and was willing to allow me to share his
stories with others.

Finnish survivor of Nazi concentration camp recounts his experiences
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Aarne Kovala in a recent photo
with his daughter, Liisa Kovala,
author of the book

Canadian town votes against changing 
street named ‘Swastika Trail’

(JTA) – Residents of a town
in Canada decided not to
rename a street that is currently
named “Swastika Trail.”

Last week, the Puslinch
Township in Ontario voted 4-1
against changing the name of
the privately owned road, The
Canadian Press reported.

Two months ago, the neigh-
borhood association voted to
keep the name. Following that
vote, two couples living on the
street reached out to B’nai Brith
Canada, a Jewish advocacy group, for advice on how to convince the
town to change the name.

In November, B’nai Brith opened an online petition calling on town-
ship officials to change the street’s name.

But at last week’s meeting, members of the Puslinch Township council
said they wanted to yield to the earlier vote by the neighborhood associ-
ation.

The street was named in the 1920s, but residents told The Canadian
Press that the swastika should not be vilified as a Nazi symbol. They
pointed out that it is an ancient religious symbol meaning life and good
work in Buddhism, Hinduism and Jainism. There is also a town in north-
ern Ontario called Swastika, which is named after a local goldmine which
used the symbol for good luck.

Avi Benlolo, president of Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center for
Holocaust Studies, said keeping the name was “a national shame” in a
letter to the town’s mayor ahead of the vote.

“It’s already a national shame that residents of your community are
beholden to a name representing a symbol that was utilized in the murder
of nearly 10 million people in concentration camps and more than 40,000
Canadian soldiers who went to fight the Nazis – not to mention over
100,000 Canadian soldiers who were injured during the war,” Benlolo
said.

Aarne Kovala, who survived
Sutthof Concentration Camp,
following his release from that
camp in 1945.

“Swastika Trail”, 
in Puslinch Township, Ontario



HARPOON
Inside the Covert War Against Terrorism’s Money Masters
by Samuel M. Katz and Nitsana Darshan-Leitner
Published November 2017
Hachette Books
336 pages

Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

In my last “Short takes” column I alluded to a book that I had
just finished reading, and which I said that I would review in
our next (this) issue. Although it has a much longer title than

simply Harpoon, I will refer to it in this review as Harpoon.
Since this book was just recently published, I doubt that many

readers would be aware of it yet. But, for anyone who has any-
thing more than a passing interest in Israel’s ongoing war against
terrorism, Harpoon is a must-read. Not only does it provide
insight into many aspects of Israeli tactics in combating terror-
ism, it also reveals many previously confidential details about
that fight.

To begin with, one must understand that organizations such as
Hezbollah and Hamas are not only terrorist organizations, they
are also very much criminal organizations – engaged not only in
a violent war with Israel, but especially in Hezbollah’s case, also
in fomenting a world-wide crime network centered primarily
around drug dealing. According to the authors of Harpoon,
Hezbollah earns over $1 billion a year from its drug dealing
activities.

In order to sustain their terrorist activities moreover, both
Hamas and Hezbollah (as well as other terrorist organizations)
have relied upon the cooperation of willing financiers, including
banks, money changers, so-called charitable institutions, and
many crooked government officials. (One of the most eye-open-
ing chapters of Harpoon details the total involvement of
Venezuela’s government under the late Cesar Chavez in helping
to transform Hezbollah into one of the world’s largest purveyors of illicit
drugs. Since Venezuela is now teetering upon the edge of total economic
collapse, according to the authors of Harpoon Hezbollah has now shifted
the centre of its drug smuggling operations to West Africa, where other cor-
rupt governments have been all too willing to cooperate in establishing
bases from which most of the heroin and cocaine that is smuggled into
Europe are located.)

Who are the authors of Harpoon? I have had the pleasure of meeting one
of them: Nitsana Darshan-Leitner, who is the head of an organization about
which I have written several times, and which is known as “Shurat HaDin”.
(In English it is known as the “Israel Law Centre”.) The other author is
Samuel M. Katz, who has written several books, including The Ghost
Warriors: Inside Israel’s Undercover War Against Suicide Terrorism.

Although Harpoon is a compelling read, one should be forewarned that
it is laced with extensive details that are heavily footnoted. It is not a spy
novel in the classic John Le Carré style. And, while it does follow events
chronologically, it shifts focus from time to time from quite exciting
descriptions of undercover Israeli operations undertaken against various
individuals who were heavily involved in the financing of terrorist opera-
tions to more turgid accounts of legal maneuvers undertaken by Shurat
HaDin against terrorist organizations in American courts.

If there can be said to be one central figure in this book, however, it is the
late Meir Dagan, who was not only a military hero for Israel - whose
exploits both as a brilliant undercover operator and as a courageous officer
on the battlefield in numerous wars led to his becoming a major general in
the IDF, he was the founder of the task force that became known as
“Harpoon” (hence the title of the book). As well, Dagan’s final period of
service for Israel was as head of the Mossad from 2001-10, where he was
able to continue masterminding brilliant tactical operations that led to the
dismantling of a huge portion of the financial infrastructure that sustained
both Hezbollah and Hamas. (Sadly, Dagan died in 2016, but not before he
was interviewed by the authors and gave compelling insights into how
“Harpoon” operated.)

Following the money trail left by the financiers of terrorist operations is
never easy, but through diligent and pain-staking work, the combined
efforts of several different Israeli organizations, including the IDF, Shin
Bet, Mossad, and even the Israeli Prison Service – all of whom worked
together in “Harpoon”, have led to one victory after another in the war
against terrorism. Underlying Dagan’s strategy was the central premise
that, as much as fighting terrorists with bullets is a necessary part of the
war on terrorism, perhaps even more important is the necessity to “follow
the money, devalue the money, seize the money, and kill the money” that
finances those terrorist operations.

There are several spectacular operations detailed in Harpoon, the details
of which are sometimes revealed for the first time. One of the most fasci-
nating is a description of a very long con game into which Israeli opera-

tives entered with a
Lebanese financier by the name of Salah Haj Ezzedine,
who was providing Hezbollah with millions of dollars.

Setting up shop in Dubai (which the authors describe
as a centre for intrigue very similar to Casablanca during
World War II, when agents from a host of different
nations all operated in the same area, all under the nom-
inal protection of the host government), Israeli opera-
tives lured Ezzedine into a protracted investment cha-
rade. Initially (as is always the case in Ponzi-like
schemes), Ezzedine found himself reaping returns on his
investments that were in the order of 70% annually. In
time, as other Lebanese heard of the incredible rate of
return that he was earning, others – including many lead-
ing figures in Hezbollah, were clamouring to join in
Ezzedine’s investment enterprise. Of course, it all came
crashing down in one fell swoop – and hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars invested by those Lebanese investors
were lost. 

Not all of Harpoon’s operations went so smoothly,
however. In another chapter in the book, the authors

recount another piece of history that occurred not too long ago (in 2010),
again in Dubai. This time, Israeli agents who were part of “Harpoon” set
about assassinating Mahmoud al-Mabhouh, a top Hamas military com-
mander and financial operative, in his hotel room in Dubai.

It might have all gone very smoothly were it not for the fact that Dubai
is laced with video surveillance cameras seemingly everywhere, and each
of the Israeli agents was captured on camera at some point. Still, the fact
that Israel has been able to assassinate some of the men who have played
pivotal roles in providing the financial resources for Hezbollah especially
has had, at least to some extent, a deterrent effect on others who might oth-
erwise have aspired to play the same role.

By the way, there is also a chapter describing the assassinations of some
of the key scientists working on Iran’s nuclear program. Although those
stories have been previously disclosed, it is nonetheless fascinating to read
the details of those opera-

Israeli intelligence agencies neutralizing financial sources of terrorism 
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Continued on page 21. See “Harpoon”.

Co-author NITSANA
DARSHAN-LEITNER

Co-author 
SAMUEL M. KATZ

the late MEIR DAGAN
former Massad head -
and the architect of the
“Harpoon”  task force
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Joanne Seiff

If you see me in the grocery store, and I don’t
recognize you, I’m sorry…I sometimes have
a hard time remembering names and faces.

Why? Well, it turns out that sleep deprivation
can affect this kind of memory. Even though my
kids sleep better now, for four and a half years,
they didn’t sleep through the night. Parents who
have gone through this may know what I’m talk-
ing about. It’s embarrassing and depressing to

feel like I’m losing my mind, but that’s lack of sleep! It’s not anything seri-
ous; just part of many families’ lives with young kids.

While I’m bemoaning this (I used to keep track of hundreds of students
when I taught full time), I can let you in on a little secret. Newsflash: We’re
not perfect. Yup! Shocking, I know. We all have faults, challenges, diffi-
culties and struggles. It’s normal. However, the secular New Year comes
with New Year’s resolutions, and right about now, they are everywhere. All
around us, in the media and on the gym
treadmills, you can see people commit-
ting to ‘fixing’ their faults and making a
big change. Don’t get me wrong, change,
exercise, new promises – it’s all good. 

When we look at the Torah portion for
January 6th, Shemot, (Exodus 1:1-6:1), we
can enjoy both a good storyline and some thoughts about challenges. This
is the portion that covers a lot of ground: The Reform Judaism Torah por-
tion page summarizes it this way:

“The new king of Egypt makes slaves of the Hebrews and orders their
male children to be drowned in the Nile River. (1:1-22)

A Levite woman places her son, Moses, in a basket on the Nile, where he
is found by the daughter of Pharaoh and raised in Pharaoh’s house. (2:1-10)

Moses flees to Midian after killing an Egyptian. (2:11-15)
Moses marries the priest of Midian’s daughter, Zipporah. They have a son

named Gershom. (2:16-22)
G-d calls Moses from a burning bush and commissions him to free the

Israelites from Egypt. (3:1-4:17)
Moses and Aaron request permission from Pharaoh for the Israelites to

celebrate a festival in the wilderness. Pharaoh refuses and makes life even
harder for the Israelites. (5:1-23)”

Here we are, looking at a portion about our leader, Moses. He’s likely
confused about his identity, since he was nursed by his Jewish mother, but
raised as an Egyptian in Pharaoh’s house. 

Moses is a person who kills someone else in anger and then runs away.
He also (according to Rashi’s commentary) has a speech impediment and
stutters, so he needs his brother to help him communicate. There’s a lot
here. The short version is that we have here a model of a leader with seri-
ous faults and challenges…and that’s ok.

Why? Well, the Jewish take on this is that we have to continually work

on ourselves. We don’t get to stop learning, seeking forgiveness, or trying
to do better. We have to keep on keeping on. So, while a New Year (any
new year - go ahead and pick one!) might help remind us of this, it’s meant
to be a daily exercise. It’s not supposed to be easy, either. The Torah offers
us multiple narratives about struggle, challenge, defeat, and renewal. It’s up
to us to read it and draw conclusions.

In the popular media, there’s a whole self-help genre. This stuff is some-
times helpful, and on occasion, you see that the website/book/podcast/arti-
cle was a waste of time. This isn’t new. Buying or reading it can also make
us feel worse and fuel our anxieties. The Torah, the rabbis, and centuries of
Jewish liturgy are part of this self-help tradition…of how to make our-
selves into better people. Yet, the difference, in my opinion, is the empha-
sis on perfection. If you get sucked into it, you’ll have yourself believing
that your house should be as perfect as the staged ones on HGTV, or that if
you just exercised/dieted/exfoliated/botox enough, you too would look like
the “ideal” you.

Judaism may offer an alternate
reality. There is no such thing as
perfect. We may have struggles or
challenges, disabilities or personal-
ity flaws. Our Jewish goal, in this
context, is to try hard to be better
people. We may not be perfect in

our work lives. Our bodies may not look like airbrushed super
models…and that’s ok. We’re offered a text that includes powerful, impor-
tant leaders who are just people. People, like Moses, have identity issues,
anger management problems, physical challenges, and lack of confidence.
There are people who struggle with defiance, disobedience, and authori-
ty…and all kinds of other folks, too.

I think it’s fair to say that all of us struggle sometimes…and give in to
this bad feeling. It’s knowing we’re not where we want to be – personally,
professionally, physically or socially. I feel embarrassed every single time
that I bump into someone who knows me and I don’t know them or cannot
remember the person’s name. Instead of beating myself up about it, I try to
smile, say hello and embrace the (sleepless) situation I’ve got…and that
might be the key to a good resolution. We can keep working on it, no mat-
ter where we are. In this way, December 31 is no different than early
January. 

Or, as one of my kids (in Grade 1) says, “I will keep learning more sci-
ence. I will learn more addition! I will use new, bigger, better tools for art.”
In this way, we aren’t committing to feeling badly about where we are.
We’re just trying for more, with no start or end date in mind. 

Joanne Seiff writes regularly for CBC-Manitoba as well as for Jewish
publications like this one. She’s the author of three books, including one
about the Winnipeg Jewish Community – From the Outside In: Jewish Post
Columns 2015-2016. This paperback column collection is available at
McNally-Robinson and online at Amazon in hard copy and digital down-
load. Read more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com. 

Jewish Resolutions - Coping with our deficits

By

JOANNE SEIFF

Our Jewish goal, in this context, is to try hard
to be better people. We may not be perfect in
our work lives. Our bodies may not look like

airbrushed super models…and that’s ok.
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Looking back

By JOSEFIN DOLSTEN
(JTA) – The past year was

not a quiet one, to say the least.
From the tumultuous first

year of Donald Trump’s presi-
dency to a wave of bomb
threats against Jewish commu-
nity centers to the flood of
high-profile sexual harassment
allegations, Jews – like so
many others – found it hard to
take their eyes off the news in
the past 12 months.

As 2017 draws to a close,
JTA looks back at some of the
moments that had the most sig-
nificance for Jews, sorted
below by date.
Trump takes office, bringing
Ivanka and Jared with him
Trump took office in January

following his unexpected victo-
ry over Hillary Clinton in
November, pledging in his
inaugural address to put
“America first.” The use of the slogan – also the name of an isolationist and
often anti-Semitic movement leading up to World War II – alarmed some
Jews, but Trump said the phrase had no connection to the earlier usage.
Trump brought with him a cadre of Jewish advisers, including his daugh-
ter, Ivanka Trump, and her husband, Jared Kushner. The couple, both of
whom are observant Jews, would take on critical roles in the administration
as senior advisers to the president, with Kushner in charge of a thick port-
folio that included brokering a peace deal between Israel and the
Palestinians.

JCCs in U.S. and Canada are targeted 
with more than 100 bomb threats

From January to March, Jewish community centers, Jewish schools and
other institutions were hit with more than 100 bomb threats. None of the
threats, many of which were called in, turned out to be credible, but they
forced evacuations and spread fear among local communities. Several
Jewish cemeteries were also vandalized, prompting some to blame the rise
of the “alt-right” – the movement, some said, was legitimized following
Trump’s election – for the threats. However, neither of the two men arrest-
ed for making the threats turned out to be motivated by far-right beliefs.
One of the accused, Juan Thompson, was arrested for making bomb threats
against eight Jewish institutions in the name of an ex-girlfriend in a
revenge plot. The main suspect, however, turned out to be an Israeli-
American teenager, Michael Kadar of Ashkelon, who was arrested for mak-
ing hundreds of threats. Kadar reportedly sold his bomb threat services
online and suffers from a brain tumor, according to his lawyer.

Trump shouts down reporters who
asked him about a rise in anti-Semitism

In February, the president shouted at two journalists who asked him about
an increase in anti-Jewish sentiments and incidents, and said he “hates”
being called an anti-Semite, although neither reporter called him one. After
asking for a “friendly” reporter, Trump interrupted a question by a haredi
Orthodox journalist – the president accused the journalist of lying about his
intentions – and claimed to be the “least anti-Semitic person that you have
ever seen in your entire life.” Trump’s response drew criticism from Jewish
groups, many of which had already criticized him a month earlier for
releasing a statement on International Holocaust Remembrance Day that
notably did not mention Jews. His defenders said the president’s critics
were politically motivated.

On his first overseas trip, Trump visits Israel
Trump paid a visit to the Jewish state in May on his first overseas trip as

president, which also included stops in Italy and Saudi Arabia. The two-day
trip featured a stop at Yad Vashem and meetings with Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and President Reuven Rivlin, as well as Palestinian
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas. Trump, accompanied by Ivanka
Trump and Kushner, also stopped at the Western Wall for a private visit,
making him the first sitting U.S. president to visit the holy site and earning
him high praise across Israel. A few months after the visit, Trump dis-
patched a team of top aides, including Kushner, Jason Greenblatt and Dina
Powell, to visit Israel and other Middle Eastern countries in an attempt to
revive peace talks.

Israel freezes pluralistic Western Wall agreement
A June decision by Netanyahu’s Cabinet to put on hold the establishment

of an egalitarian section of the Western Wall drew the ire of American
Jewish leaders. Some leaders, also angered by the advancement of a bill to
give the Orthodox Chief Rabbinate complete control of conversions per-
formed in Israel, warned of a growing schism between American Jews and
Israel. (The decision negated a deal that had been struck in 2016.) Natan

Sharansky, the chairman of the
Jewish Agency for Israel, also
joined critics of the decision,
saying it “will make our work
to bring Israel and the Jewish
world closer together increas-
ingly more difficult.” In
August, the Israeli Supreme
Court said the government
must either reinstate the agree-
ment or provide an explanation
as to why it had put a hold on it.

Chicago Dyke March bans
three women for carrying

flags with Jewish stars
In June, a Chicago lesbian

march ejected three women for
carrying gay pride flags
adorned with Jewish stars, say-
ing the march was “anti-
Zionist” and “pro-Palestinian.”
The move generated a heated
debate, and the Jewish reporter
who first wrote about the inci-
dent for a Chicago LGBTQ

newspaper said she was removed from her reporting job as a result of the
article. The Dyke March controversy – as well as similar debates about the
role of Zionists in the feminist movement and whether demonstrators could
bring banners with Jewish stars to a Chicago feminist march – illuminated
a growing challenge for Zionist Jews who feel unwelcome in liberal spaces.

Neo-Nazis rally in Charlottesville
Neo-Nazis and white supremacists gathered in a Virginia park in August

to protest the removal of a statue of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee. The
far-right protesters chanted racist and anti-Semitic slogans, including
“Jews will not replace us,” and brawled with counterprotesters. One coun-
terprotester, Heather Heyer, was killed when a suspected white supremacist
rammed his car into a crowd. Trump waffled on condemning the protest,
calling out neo-Nazis and white supremacists in one remark, but blaming
both sides for the violence at other times, saying there were “some very
fine people” in both camps. Jewish groups, lawmakers from both sides of
the aisle and the president’s top economic adviser, Gary Cohn, criticized
Trump for his response, saying he was not doing his part to condemn hate.

Hurricane Harvey floods Houston
Homes were flooded and lives were turned upside down as Hurricane

Harvey hit Texas in August, forcing mass evacuations across the state. Over
70 percent of the city’s Jews live in areas that experienced high flooding,
and synagogues, schools and other Jewish community buildings sustained
significant damage. Recovery from the hurricane is expected to take years,
but the disaster also served as a rallying point for the community, as Jewish
groups rallied to distribute donations and local Jewish camps offered hous-
ing to those with nowhere to go.

Allegations against Harvey Weinstein open 
the floodgates of sexual assault accusations 

In October, The New York Times and The New Yorker published articles
containing allegations by more than a dozen women that Jewish
Hollywood mogul Harvey Weinstein sexually harassed or assaulted them.
That report led to Weinstein’s firing and prompted a flood of other allega-
tions against prominent men in the worlds of entertainment, politics and
media. Newspapers around the country published accounts of sexual
harassment and assault, and social media users shared their experiences
using the hastate #MeToo. Prominent Jews were among the accused,
including Sen. Al Franken, director and writer James Toback, former New
Republic editor Leon Wieseltier, New York Times reporter Glenn Thrush,
producer Brett Ratner and actor Jeffrey Tambor. The Conservative Jewish
youth movement, USY, also grappled with allegations against former staff
members. The allegations ignited conversations in Jewish homes around
the country, as well as in Israel, where women had been sharing similar sto-
ries for years.

Trump recognizes Jerusalem as Israel’s capital
The president reversed decades of U.S. policy when he recognized

Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, saying he would move the U.S. Embassy
there from Tel Aviv. The decision earned Trump praise from the Jewish
state and American evangelicals – but the rest of the world was less enthu-
siastic. Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas said he would
refuse to meet with Vice President Mike Pence during an upcoming visit to
the region and that he would no longer accept the U.S. involvement in
peace negotiations. The U.S. vetoed a resolution at the United Nations
Security Council – supported by all other 14 member states – to force
Trump to rescind his decision. Days later the U.N. General Assembly
passed a nonbinding resolution rejecting any recognition of Jerusalem as
the capital of Israel, with 128 votes in favor, 9 against and 35 abstentions.

The top 10 moments that mattered to Jews in 2017

From a wave of bomb threats to JCCs and a neo-Nazi in Charlottesville and
to Trump's decision to recognize Jerusalem as Israel's capital, 2017 was not a
quiet year for Jews. (JTA collage)
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SAUL I. DAVIS
It is with profound sad-

ness and love that we an-
nounce the passing of our
husband, father, grandfa-
ther, brother, uncle and
friend Saul I. Davis, on
December 20, 2017. We
are left to turn a heavy page
in The Book Of Life.

Saul was born in Sault
Ste. Marie, Ontario in 1923.
He was a pillar in the com-
munity both in business and
Jewish affairs. He loved all
athletics - he ran five miles

every day, played golf, tennis and achieved the feat of
swimming across the St. Mary’s river from Canada to
the USA which was written up in the Sault Star.

Heartfelt thanks to the nurses and health care aides at
Grace Hospital, with special thanks to therapist Mark
and Dr. George who cared so much.

Funeral was held on December 22 at Holy Blossom
Cemetery in Toronto, ON. Shiva was held at 60
Lindenwood Drive East on Sunday, December 24 to
Tuesday, December 26 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Flowers gratefully declined. If desired a donation to
a charity of your choice would be appreciated.

SANDRA WEISMAN
Born in Winnipeg, Mani-

toba on April 22, 1934. She
grew up in Winnipeg's
north end, and earned a B.A.
in Economics from the Uni-
versity of Manitoba. She
married Harvey Weisman,
the love of her life, in 1957,
and together they had two
daughters: Nancy (Sam)
and Karen (Arthur).

Sandra adored her grand-
children Liad, Aviva and
Noah, and she maintained
a unique and deep relation-
ship with each one of them.

She could laugh with them, share their triumphs, and
offer wise counsel whenever needed. She was a loving
mother, Baba, wife and friend: a gentle, kind- hearted
person who always delighted in the accomplishments
and joys of those close to her.

Sandra was also brilliant; friends and family regu-
larly sought her advice on everything from literature to
world politics. She was a high-ranking player of com-
petitive duplicate bridge, an avid reader, and a music
and ballet lover. When her children were older, she
taught courses in Bridge and in Life Writing at commu-
nity centres, and was a popular teacher appreciated for
her patience and expertise.

She is predeceased by her mother Lillian, her father
Leo and her brother Barry. Sandra spent her final
months at the Simkin Centre in Winnipeg, where she
was lovingly cared for by the dedicated staff. We are
grateful to the many nurses and care workers who
enhanced the quality of her life in her final months,
especially Marilou, Chunyi, Jennifer, Rosa, Andrea,
Brenda and Allana.

Funeral service was held at Benjamin's Park Memo-
rial Chapel. Interment was at the Community Section of
Pardes Chaim. In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to Mazon Canada (http://www.mazoncanada.ca;
or 1-866- MAZON-22).

GERALD GURVEY
After a life well-lived

Gerald “Gerry” Gurvey died
peacefully on December 23,
2017 in Toronto, Ontario.

On March 4, 1923, Gerry
was born to Raizel and
Aaron Gurvitch on Alfred
Avenue in Winnipeg’s
iconic North End

Gerry married his beloved
Bunny Pinsk in June 1948.
He was the extraordinarily
proud father of Shelley,
Melanie (Wayne) and

Brenlee (Allen). Living on Ash Street in Winnipeg, he
loved that his household was home to the “Gurvey Girls”

His grandchildren: Kelsey (Matt) and Mac (Jess) Ilexa,
Avery and Brady and great grandchildren Sienna and
Rory gave Gerry the opportunity to enjoy being a Zaida
and Great Zaida. Gerry sparkled in the presence of his
grand children, great grandchildren and grand dogs:
Abbey and Ten.

Gerry was the youngest of four boys. He was prede-
ceased by brothers Morris, Harry and Syd as well as
sisters/brothers in law Irene, Goldie and Issie, Sadie and
Ben, Dora and Len and Anne

He will be remembered with love by his sisters/
brothers in laws; Evelyn, Zol and Denny, Mona and Sam,
and Harry. Gerry’s many nieces, nephews and great
nieces and nephews have fond memories of Uncle Gerry.

During WWII Gerry enlisted in the RCAF and  proudly
served his country.

After the war, Gerry worked in the film industry (not
as a movie star) as a film distributor.

In 1955 Gerry launched his pivotal career.
“Mr. Gurvey” and Uptown Pharmacy were synony-

mous as one and the same. The drug store at the corner
of Academy and Ash became Gerry’s focus for 25
years. Because he built a strong customer base, every-
where that Gerry went ….he encountered his loyal
customers.

Gerry and Bunny travelled all over the world and
enjoyed wintering in the South.

Ten years ago, Gerry and Bunny moved to Toronto to
be closer to most of their kids.

Over the years Gerry enjoyed several hobbies:
Skating with Bunny at River Heights Community

Centre, curling at the Granite Club,
and tending his vegetables, fruit and flowers in uni-

form rows in his garden.
He was a splendid dancer and he and Bunny amazed

people with their stamina and grace on the dance floor.
Gerry loved gadgets, and innovation. He enjoyed

tasting novel foods and venturing to new and favourite
restaurants

Gerry will be remembered for his smile and his sense
of humour.

Most importantly, Gerry adored his wife, Bunny and
his Family.

The Family is grateful and appreciative for the excep-
tional care that Gerry received while he lived in
Sunnybrook Veteran’s Centre. Sincere thank you to Dr.
David Shergold, Paulette, Stanly, Carolyn and Wes,
and the stellar Team on K3E.

Gerry’s Family will always remember Rhea and
Mark, as well as Evita and Rayna, who provided de-
voted and loving care and companionship for Gerry.

In Gerry’s memory, the Family would be honoured if
you wish donate to

The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
Gerry and Bunny Gurvey Fund
jewishfoundation.org
Phone: 204 477 7520
For those of you who may have “borrowed” a choco-

late bar or two from Gurvey’s Drug Store, and wish to
remember Mr. Gurvey  for his kindness, in his memory,
please pay it forward.

MARGARET VICKAR
April 2, 1924-December 22, 2017

Margaret passed away
December 22 in Winnipeg.
Funeral service took place
at Shaarey Zedek syna-
gogue on December 24.
Ike, her husband of 67
years, predeceased her in
2015. She is survived by
her brother Sam Gitlin, her
children Sherwin, Karen
and Brent (Don) and her
grandchildren Linsey (Jeff)
and Dana (Brett).

Margaret was the foremost ally of and advocate for
her family. She extended hospitality to generations of
friends and will be remembered equally for her empa-
thy and her elegance. Margaret embraced her prairie
heritage - her childhood in the Saskatchewan village of
Ridgedale and her married life in nearby Tisdale,
followed by many years in Winnipeg. She was a pianist
and a singer, and a devotee of Shakespeare, Chopin and
Alice Munro. Her greatest kindness was unfailingly
extended to the least among us, and she leaves this
example to all who knew her.

Margaret’s family is deeply grateful to the team of
loving caregivers who enabled her to live with dignity
in her own home until early December of this year. The
family suggests donations to Canadian Mental Health
Association or charity of choice in Margaret’s honour.

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

TOBY KOFFMAN
Surrounded by her fam-

ily, Toby Koffman passed
away on December 23,
2017, at the age of 91, at
the Simkin Centre.

Toby was predeceased
by her parents Moishe and
Freida Rubinfeld, her
brother Harry, her husband
Jack, and her son Gerry.
Toby is survived by her
daughter Penny Arenson
(Jerry) of Israel, her son
Ken of Toronto, and daugh-
ter in law Rachelle of Win-

nipeg, her grandchildren Joshua, Jodi (Nicholas), Dan-
iel (Janice), Eitan (Sivan) and Eli, and her great-
grandchildren Yarden, Ofri, Brendan, Gabriel and
Jacob.

Toby was born in 1926 in Poland and moved to
Winnipeg at the age of three. In 1950, she married Jack
and they shared 43 beautiful years together, prior to
Jack’s passing in 1993. A year later, they welcomed
their first son Gerry, followed by daughter Penny and
son Ken.

Toby was a devoted daughter, wife and mother. In
1976, following their Zionist dreams, Toby and Jack
moved to Israel. In 1979, they returned to Winnipeg.
Volunteering was Toby’s passion and she dedicated
her time to helping others within the Jewish commu-
nity and the community at large. In her later years, both
at Shaftesbury and Simkin, Toby always had a smile on
her face, and a kind word for everyone who crossed her
path.

The service was held at Chesed Shel Emes, officiated
by Cantor Tracy Kasner Greaves, burial was at Rosh
Pina Memorial Park.

Pallbearers were Nicholas Sasaki, Alecs Chochinov,
Alex Arenson, Alex Katz, Grant Zipursky and Jonathan
Green.

In Toby’s honour, donations may be made to the
Gerry Koffman “Leave More than Memories” fund at
the Jewish Foundation, or Simkin Centre.

Special thanks to the staff at Simkin Centre for their
compassion and support.

Toby will be greatly missed by all who knew her.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX BURKE
who passed away
January 1, 1975
18 Days in Tevet

Nothing can ever take away
The love a heart holds dear,
Fond memories linger every day
Remembrance keeps him near.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ANNE (CHANA)
BURSTEN
who passed away

December 24, 1994
21 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

We light the eighteenth
yahrzeit candle in loving

memory of

BILL
KAMINSKY

who passed away
December 28, 1999

19 days in Tevet
Your spirit lives on and always
will.
Times you laughed, gave advice
or just listened echo in the
memories of all those whose
lives you touched.
You will always be remembered
- your legacy will live on.
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by your loving wife,
children, grandchildren
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM POLLOCK
who passed away

December 28, 1980
22 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY (HASH)
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
December 28, 1996

19 Days in Tevet
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DOLLY
SILVERMAN

who passed away
January 4, 2002
20 days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, great
grandchildren and sister.

With happy and loving
memories of our beautiful

CLARIBEL
SIMKIN

who passed away
January 6, 1991
20 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered by her
daughters, son-in-law and
granddaughters.

In MemoriamIn Memoriam

JUDITH
VERES

who passed away
December 2, 1998
13 Days in Kislev

DR. ALEXANDER
VERES

who passed away
January 31, 2010
16 Days in Shevat

In loving memory of

— Ever loved, remembered and missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

19th Yahrzeit 8th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ERNIE WALTER
who passed away

December 20, 2013
17 days in Tevet, 5774

— Heartfelt remembrance by
Yaron, Micah, Family and
Friends.

In loving memory of

ANNE
WEINSTEIN

who passed away
December 29, 2004

17 Days in Tevet
— Ever remembered and
loved by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BELLA
MANDELL

who passed away on
January 15, 2001

20 Tevet 5761
In our hearts your memory
lingers
Always tender, fond and true
There's not a day dear mother
We do not think of you
Treasured still with love sincere
Memories of her we loved so
dear
Always so good, unselfish and
kind
Few on this earth her equal
we'll find.
— Lovingly remembered and
very sadly missed by your
family.

MEMORIAMS WEEK OF
JANUARY 3

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISAAC HILF
who passed away
January 5, 1983

20 Days in Tevet, 5743
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his stepdaughter
Lucy Katz, grandchildren
Mel and Esther Verin and
great-grandchildren Jeremy
and Tanya.

IRVIN GREENBERG
It is with great sadness

that the children of Irvin
Greenberg announce his
passing, in Winnipeg, on
December 15, 2017 at the
age of 84.

Irvin is survived y his
three children, Charles
(Rhoda), Aubrey and
Susan (Mark); as well as
six grandchildren, Joshua,

Jesse, Alexis, Brett, Jamie and Justin. He is preceded in
death by his wife Gilda; his parents, Charles and Freda,
and eight siblings.

Irvin was born on April 18, 1933, in Gimli, Mani-
toba. In his early years, Irvin would help out with the
many family businesses in Gimli and Winnipeg. After
graduating from the University of Winnipeg in 1962
with a degree in Chartered Accountancy, he worked in
public practice through most of his professional career.

He met his wife, Gilda May Feldman in Winnipeg
while attending University. They married in 1959 and
their three children were all born in the 1960s.

Irvin was active in many different sports including
hockey, curling and cross-country skiing. He also
enjoyed watching his children and grandchildren play
in their matches.

Our parents had a great life together. They were
married for 53 years. Our dad was a wonderful hus-
band. He cherished their special moments. Our parents
had a large circle of friends and very active social lives.
Those wonderful family years were absolutely filled
with love, adventure and excitement.

Irvin’s honesty and morality will be remembered
forever by his adoring family, myriad friends and
clients. He was a product of a time and place in which
honesty was a common trait. He practiced the combi-
nation of ethics, morality and integrity. Many lifelong
friends will remember his ready wit and joy of a life that
was well and fully lived.

He will also be remembered for being a caring,
thoughtful and generous grandfather. He never missed
an occasion or birthday in his six grandchildren’s lives.

A funeral service was held on December 18 at the Etz
Chaim Synagogue.

Irvin’s children with to acknowledge the compas-
sion and excellent care provided by Dr. Robert Kroeker
over the last few years. For those wishing, donations in
Irvin Greenberg’s name to Siloam Mission or the Gilda
and Irvin Greenberg Duns, through the Jewish Founda-
tion of Manitoba are welcome.
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In loving memory of

SAUL LESZCZ
who passed away
January 9, 2005
28 Days in Tevet

Always in our hearts and
thoughts.
— Your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RONDA
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
January 4, 2005
24 Days in Tevet

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
daughters, sons-in-law,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In loving memory of

FAYE SETTLER
who passed away
January 21, 2004
27 Days in Tevet

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by her family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX (MENDEL)
WINESTOCK

who passed away
January 21, 2001

27 days in Tevet 5761
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

17th Yahrzeit

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JANUARY 10

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JERRY
GOLDENBERG

who passed away
January 5, 2016
25 Days in Tevet

— Always in our hearts and
deeply missed by his wife Beth,
children, grandchildren,
brothers & family.

2nd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SARA (RABER)

HOCHMAN
who passed away

December 28, 2002
23 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEN ZION KATZ
who passed away
January 17, 2007
27 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SHELDON KOHN

who passed away
December 29, 1983

24 Days in Tevet, 5744
His devotion, his inspiration, his
smile gladdened the hearts of those
who had the privilege of loving him.
— Dearly missed by Sheila,
Steven and Andrea,  family
and friends.

In Memoriam

FRED
LACOVETSKY

who passed away
January 30, 2004

In loving memory of

DORIS
LACOVETSKY

who passed away
January 10, 2013

Always in our hearts and thoughts
— Sadly missed by their loving children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and friends.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HARVEY
SAWYER
who passed away
January 15, 2011

10th Day of Shevat
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In loving memory of

HARRY
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
January 10, 2000
3 days in Shevat

You live on in our memory
and in our hearts forever.

— Sadly missed by his sons,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MARION
MASARSKY

who passed away
January 12, 1999

25 of Tevet
— Remembered on this
nineteenth Yahrzeit and
always by her husband Sol,
children and grandchildren.

ISRAEL “IZZY”
SHAPIRO
Who passed away
January 2, 2011
26 Tevet 5771

7th Yahrzeit

SHIRLEY
SHAPIRO
Who passed away
February 28, 2012

5 Adar 5772

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

– Sorely missed & never forgotten by your family and friends.
Never more than a thought away.

'BECKY'
REBECCA SPRINTZ

who passed away
January 24, 1987

23 Days in Tevet, 5747

In Memoriam

AL
SPRINTZ
who passed away
March 15, 2012

21 days in Adar I

In loving memory of

Memories of you will never die,
as the years roll on and the days go by

— Always in our hearts, their loving children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LOU LEIBL
who passed away

December 27, 2002
22 Days in Tevet

You are missed every day
We remember your strong spirit
Wisdom and encouragement
May your soul be at peace

With much love
— Your family and friends
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Israel news

Canadian-Israeli journalist reports daily life in Jerusalem unaffected by
American recognition of city as Israel’s capital

By MYRON LOVE

There were many who predicted widespread violence in response to
President Trump officially acknowledging that Jerusalem is Israel’s
capital city. Not so Canadian-Israeli journalist and author and long-

time Jerusalem resident Matti Friedman.
In an article he had published in The Globe and Mail on December 15,

he noted that the city is “certainly volatile, what is truly interesting about
Jerusalem is not the proximity of the brink, but the way the city’s resi-
dents often refuse to play their part in the script by stepping off.”

He acknowledges that immediately after Donald Trump’s announce-
ment, he received e-mails from friends abroad concerned about his safe-
ty. “That Friday,” he recalled, “a crowd of reporters gathered at the Old
City’s Damascus Gate to document the violence that was supposed to
erupt. But little happened; the protesters were outnumbered by journal-
ists, and everyone went home. There weren’t spontaneous mass celebra-
tions on the Jewish side or mass disturbances on the Arab side. The week
has been fairly normal.”

As Friedman pointed out, the impression one gets from media cover-
age of Israel in general and Jerusalem in particular is one of ongoing vio-
lence and death. The reality, he wrote, is that the number of violent deaths
in Jerusalem last year from terrorism and apolitical homicide was 27 -
less than a quarter of the homicide number last year in Jacksonville, Fla.,
he noted, an American city with a population comparable in size to
Jerusalem.

(I would add that figure is just slightly higher than the number of
Winnipeggers who were murdered in 2017.)

Friedman suggested the problem of media coverage of Jerusalem is
that the media view Jerusalems as symbols rather than real people with
real lives. “I realize that isn’t what most foreign observers are looking for
in Jerusalem,” he wrote. “Mundane features such as hospitals or super-
markets aren’t relevant to cosmic dramas of salvation, peace or the apoc-
alypse. But anyone inclined to truly grasp this place will have to look at
the prosaic power of daily life.”

The author identified “his temple to daily life” as the Talpiot industri-
al zone, an area he described as “a grubby swath of garages, welding
shops and furniture stores. The zone is sacred to no one and unknown to
tourists or foreign correspondents,” he added. “It’s a short walk from my
street, so I spend a lot of time there – the industrial zone is where you can
find the best hardware store, the cheapest supermarkets, my barber and
stores selling balloons for birthday parties, model airplanes or anything
else you could ever need.”

He wrote, for example, of one of the big supermarkets in the zone, on
Ha’Oman Street, where much of the city does its grocery shopping. “This
is an Israeli area,” he noted, “but of the 50-odd workers I counted among
the aisles of produce and cereal, at least two-thirds were Palestinian. 

“On my recent visit there, one cashier, a Jewish woman in a modest
hair covering was serving three Muslim women in modest hair coverings.
At a SuperPharm nearby, the scene was similar – an Arab female phar-
macist serving a Jewish woman with a prescription, a Jewish cashier and
two Arab guys stocking the shelves.

“From there, I went to a franchise of Fox, an Israeli clothing chain. Of

seven customers in the store with me, three were speaking Arabic. When
I reached the counter, the cashier turned out to be Palestinian; the only
giveaway was a slight Arabic accent in his Hebrew. It was once easy to
tell people apart by their clothes, but the rise of global brands has meant
that people, especially young people, tend to dress the same – the same
skinny jeans, the same soccer haircuts. The old visual lines have been
blurred, like the old geographic lines: Ten years ago, it would have been
remarkable to see Palestinian customers or salespeople in a Jewish part
of town, but today what’s remarkable is how unremarkable it’s become.”

Citing the work of Israeli urban geographer Marik Shtern and his
Palestinian colleague,  Ahmed Asmar, Friedman pointed out that the
city’s economic engine in Jewish Jerusalem is drawing more and more
workers from the city’s Arab areas, and mixing in the workplace has dra-
matically increased.

Citing the two researchers, Friedman reported that nearly half of the
city’s Arab workers are now employed in Jewish areas - and the number
is rising. So is the number of Palestinian students enrolled at Israeli uni-
versities, the gateway to better jobs in the Israeli market. Three years ago,
an employment centre funded by the Israeli government quietly opened
in the Arab neighbourhood of Shuafat, with job placement services and
Hebrew classes, and there was so much demand that a second opened this
year.

“What all of this means,” Friedman wrote “is that working hands in
Jewish Jerusalem are increasingly Palestinian, as one sees in every cor-
ner of the Talpiot industrial zone. And it means that salaries in Palestinian
homes increasingly come from Israeli employers. So Palestinians and
Israelis might not like each other, but their fates are becoming more tight-
ly entwined, and everyone has more to lose if things fall apart. That’s a
big part of the city’s secret glue. The glue is tested frequently – by a war
in Gaza, for example, by Muslim sensitivities about the al-Aqsa Mosque,
by Jewish extremism, by Muslim extremism or by Mr. Trump’s embassy
announcement and the resulting calls for violence across the Arab world.
The glue has held.”

“Noting the glue’s existence isn’t saying the city is equal or happy,
“Friedman concluded. “When people come to work, they don’t leave
their political identity at the door, Mr. Shtern told me,” he wrote. “For
their study on mixed workplaces, he and Mr. Asmar interviewed Israelis
and Palestinians. They found that many Israelis saw the presence of Arab
colleagues as proof of progress and noted a “moderating” of their politi-
cal views as they learned about hardships in Arab neighbourhoods, such
as invasive police checks and discrimination in planning and resources.
It was different for their Arab co-workers, who were being welcomed to
better-paying jobs but also made painfully aware of the glass ceiling:
These were Israeli businesses, and they were far more likely to be stock-
ing shelves than managing the store. The human dynamic here is both
positive and negative and, as with all human dynamics, tricky to fore-
see.”

“If the status quo continues,” Friedman quoted Shtern as saying,
“we’re likely to keep seeing what we’re seeing now – occasional vio-
lence alongside increased dependence, and a certain level of integration
in the social landscape of the city.”

tions. Again, the decisions to go ahead
with those assassinations came from Meir
Dagan who, in the same way that he want-
ed to go after those responsible for financ-

ing terrorist operations – not only to undercut terrorist finances, but to send
a clear signal to others who might be involved in the same activities that
they were also potential targets. In addition, as just mentioned, Dagan was-
n’t adverse to sending a signal to Iranian nuclear scientists that they too
were vulnerable to Israeli assassination.

In gathering information for this very important book, the authors also
rely heavily upon interviews given by two members of what is known as
“COGAT” – the “Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories”.
Described as “the official Israeli agency for one-on-one interaction with
Palestinian entities”, COGAT “helps to build and maintain infrastructure
and enable a semblance of normalcy for the Palestinian population”. The
experience that members of COGAT gain in interacting daily with
Palestinians give them special insight “into the hearts and minds of
Palestinian people”. 

Why I mention this is that so many supporters of Israel have no real
understanding of Palestinians’ minds, nor any desire to attain such an
understanding. The men and women who are at the forefront of Israel’s
ongoing battle against so many different enemies – be they established
armies, terrorist organizations, banks and other financial institutions, or sci-
entists working on a nuclear program, are fully versed in the motivation
and behavioural patterns of their erstwhile enemies. Individuals such as
Meir Dagan have been ingenious at coming up with new methods to foil
Israel’s enemies. What Harpoon vividly demonstrates is that it is Israel’s

brainpower, more than its military muscle, that gives it the tactical edge in
its ongoing wars with its many enemies.

Yet, it is mentally exhausting to be on your guard in so many different
ways. Meir Dagan served as the head of Mossad for nine years, which was
almost twice as long as the normal term of five years. The authors describe
the position of Mossad Director as “one of the most challenging and ten-
sion-filled posts inside Israel’s pressure-packed security establishment. It
was the type of responsibility that could give someone with even superhu-
man resolve a case of high blood pressure, chronic insomnia, and an end-
less surge of stomach ulcers.”

In light of that description – which would undoubtedly apply equally to
the heads of the Shin Bet, Israel’s internal intelligence service, it is impor-
tant to keep in mind that so many of those former heads of Israeli intelli-
gence services have been deeply critical of Israeli government policies –
whether it’s six former heads of the Shin Bet criticizing continued Israeli
occupation of Palestinian territories in the documentary film, “The
Gatekeepers”, or former heads of the Mossad, such as Ephraim Halevy
(who spoke here at the Kanee Lecture in 2012), and the aforementioned
Meir Dagan, warning of the dangers of Israel attacking Iran.

I would rather put my trust in the men who have been at the forefront of
Israel’s wars – both on the battlefields and behind the scenes, than politi-
cians and religious zealots who believe in perpetuating a status quo that is
ultimately unsustainable.

After reading Harpoon, I am even more glad that Israel has brilliant com-
manders who can go about protecting that country quietly – at the same
time as politicians do so much to undermine confidence in Israel’s institu-
tions. 

Harpoon
Continued from page 15.
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love to come
to Winnipeg,
his health and
other pressing

matters would simply not allow it, he was told.
(That explanation becomes the basis of the letter
that Stone would unveil this evening and present to
the Jewish Heritage Centre.) Truman, Stone noted,
“knew everything about B’nai Brith.” In offering
his regrets at not being able to come to Winnipeg,
Truman said that he “regrets it more than you can
know.”

In Stone’s narrative, which he related in a fash-
ion akin to telling a mystery tale, trying to under-
stand Truman’s eventual support for Israel is not an
easy matter. He often used derogatory terms
toward Jews, even going so far as to refer to his
one-time business partner Eddie Jacobson, as that
“kike”.

In fact, according to Stone, Truman was irritated by the constant Jewish
lobbying to have the U.S. support the creation of the State of Israel, and
was very reluctant to meet with Chaim Weizman, who was the best-known
spokesman for the Zionist cause worldwide in 1948.

Eventually though, Truman did meet with Weizman in what became a
pivotal meeting. During that meeting, according to Stone, Weizman said to
the president: “The Holocaust was the world’s tragedy. The creation of the
State of Israel can be the world’s redemption.” Weizman went on to tell
Truman that, by recognizing the State of Israel, Truman could become the
“Jews’ Lincoln”.

Finally, according to Stone, Truman agreed and said to Weizman: “Sham
(Truman’s way of pronouncing ‘Chaim’), all right, I’ll recognize Israel.”

Of course, there has been much written about what led Truman to cast his
support in favour of the creation of the State of Israel, including Truman’s
need for Jewish support from the pivotal state of New York in that year’s
presidential election, but the likelihood is that, despite the thousands of
documents that have been studied by innumerable historians, we will never
know for certain what led Truman to lean Israel’s way.

Fast forward four years later and Leonard Stone’s idea to turn Harry
Truman’s friendship with David Niles into a pay achieved fruition. As Stone
mentioned in his email to us, The Edmonton Jewish News reported on a
reading of his play that was performed recently at an Edmonton syna-
gogue. Here are some excerpts from two articles that appeared on the
Edmonton Jewish News website describing first, what led up to the reading
of the play by members of the Beth Israel Synagogue, followed by a
euphoric review of the play’s reading on December 11 (to which Stone had
referred in his Dec. 26 email):

This is from a preview of the play’s reading:
On December 11, Beth Israel Synagogue will present a world premiere

reading of Truman’s Jew, a new play that explores the intrigue and daring
struggle that led to the UN partition of Palestine and American recognition
for the modern state of Israel.

It is a production that has been decades in the making – perhaps not con-
sciously, but certainly as a journey…

“I felt a connection to the history,” said playwright Leonard Stone…”But
as I went through the materials, as I went through the archives, the story
that unravelled was not the story I had been told. There was this mysteri-
ous, enigmatic man, who worked on Truman, and he was Jewish, and that’s
the Jew in the title “Truman’s Jew.”

The man referred to in Stone’s title is David K. Niles an advisor to both
Presidents Roosevelt and Truman. Niles proved to be a significant and
influential advocate championing the Zionist cause as a trusted member of
Truman’s circle.

“Truman’s wife was a flagrant anti-Semite; his mother was a racist and
an anti-Semite. Truman as a young man was even a member of the KKK.
So why did this mysterious Jew turn to Truman of all people to help save
the Holocaust survivors?” Stone postulated emphatically. “I didn’t want to
talk about the history per se but about the mystery.”

And here is an excerpt from the review of the play’s reading: 
Beth Israel Synagogue presented an exceptional evening with the world

premiere reading of “Truman’s Jew” on December 11.
The play, written by Leonard David Stone, told the remarkable story of

the events leading up to the 1948 United Nations vote to establish the State
of Israel. The key figures in the story are US president Harry Truman ,
White House Advisor David K. Niles, Truman’s former business partner
Eddie Jacobson and Secretary of State George Marshall.

The story unfolded beautifully with the introduction of the characters and
the description of the political mindset of the times. It was an intense story
whose outcome was familiar to everyone in the crowd but the events lead-
ing up to the declaration are not well known and Stone told the story very
well. There was drama, intrigue, back-room dealings, double crossings,

humour and guilt – all packaged neatly in a
captivating reading.

Following the performance, Stone spoke
briefly, explaining that this was his first ever
play – sparked decades ago by a 20-minute
phone conversation he had with then former
President Truman. The personal experience
ignited an interest in telling Truman’s story
and the more research he did, the more com-
pelling the story became. The role of David
K. Niles is little known in history books, but
Stone discovered that Niles’ personal writ-
ings were archived at Brandeis University
and they were generously made available to
the playwright.

As a final footnote to this story, our some-
time writer (and permanent curmudgeon)
Bill Marantz referred to Stone’s play in a

column that appeared in our June 22, 2016 issue. Here is what Marantz
wrote back then, referring to his friend, Leonard Stone (who, Bill noted, he
was surprised to learn, was still alive):

At the age of 80, he was embarking on new career: playwright. He’d been
interested in Harry Truman all his life and had now written a play, called
“Truman’s Jew”, about a little-known advisor who had influenced
Truman’s decision to recognize the State of Israel in 1948. He had sent it
to Stephen Schipper, the Artistic Director of the Manitoba Theatre Centre,
and Schipper had been so impressed that he had agreed to mount it next
season. (Ed. note: As you will see, that wasn’t at all true.)

I asked Stone whether he had been in contact with anyone at the
Winnipeg Jewish Theatre. He said that he hadn’t, but that was a great idea
and asked me for a contact, so I gave him Ari Weinberg’s email address.
(Ari is the WJT artistic director.) 

I also contacted Steven Schipper to try and find out whether what Bill
Marantz had written was accurate. Schipper did say that there had been a
reading of Stone’s play  at MTC in April 2016, but there was never any sug-
gestion that the play would be performed by MTC the next season. 

Schipper also said that he advised Stone to employ the services of a dra-
maturge (someone who works on a play to improve it). When I told
Shipper that the play received an enthusiastic review in the Edmonton
Jewish News he surmised that Stone had taken his advice.

One more thing that Schipper told me - and that came as even more of a
surprise was that Ari Weinbeg had been present at the play’s reading in
2016.

Since “Truman’s Jew” was never mounted by MTC the next season
(which would have been the 2016-17 season) I contacted Leonard Stone
one more time to see what may be next in store for “Truman’s Jew”?

Stone responded: “Nothing came from the MTC exploration, and there
are no plans for a Winnipeg staging. What transpired in Edmonton was a
sophisticated reading (most readings take place sitting around a table) but
the Edmonton experience was lit and amplified, with minimal stage direc-
tion. But, as the review in the Edmonton Jewish News says . . . . pretty darn
good! The product that materialized in Edmonton will be the vehicle I will
now shop around the theater world. Wish I was twenty years younger. Oh
well.”

Leonard Stone
Continued from page 7.

The letter Leonard Stone received from former
President Harry Truman in 1963

A record 3.6 million tourists visited Israel in 2017

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Some 3.6 million tourists visited Israel in 2017.

The figure, an all-time record, represents a 25 percent increase over the
previous year, the Israelis business daily Globes reported, citing Ministry
of Tourism statistics.

The largest number of tourists, close to 700,000, came from the United
States. Tourists from Russia represented the second largest group, with
some 307,000 tourists. They were followed by France, with 284,000,
Germany with 202,000 and the United Kingdom with 185,000.

Some 59 percent of the tourists were visiting Israel for the first time,
according to Globes. Twenty-five percent said the purpose of their visit
was religious or a pilgrimage. Some 24 percent said they were visiting
relatives and friends, and 23 percent said they were planning on touring
and hiking. Six percent came with an organized tour package.

Jerusalem was a destination for 78 percent of tourists in 2017, followed
by Tel Aviv-Jaffa at 67 percent, the Dead Sea at 49 percent and Tiberias
and the Galilee region at 35 percent.

The tourism ministry reported that the 2017 tourism contributed some
$5.8 billion to Israel’s economy.



By GABE FRIEDMAN
(JTA) – It’s been a busy year here

at JTA, where we’ve published
thousands of stories covering top-
ics as diverse as celebrity profiles
to the rise of Europe’s right-wing to
breaking the news of bomb threats
at Jewish institutions across the
U.S.

Among the nearly 5,000 pieces
we published over the past 365
days, these are 10 that resonated
with our readers the most.

How many have you read?

1. Some 30 Jewish institutions
across U.S. targeted in second
wave of bomb threats

Little more than a week after 16
Jewish community centers and
other institutions were evacuated in
a mass bomb-threat scare, a second
wave of threats called in to even more JCCs rattled the Jewish world. The
culprit turned out to be a Jewish teenager who carried out the calls from
Israel, but the troubling phenomenon – which many saw as evidence of
increasing anti-Semitism in the U.S. – persisted for months.

2. Gunshot fired through classroom window of Indiana synagogue
Amid the rash of bomb threats made to Jewish institutions, a gunman

shot a hole in the window of a Hebrew school classroom.

3. Popular neo-Nazi blogger resigns over revelation his wife is Jewish
The founder of the popular right-wing blog The Right Stuff was outed as

Mike Peinovich, a website developer from New York married to a Jewish
woman. He resigned from working on the site, which was known for pop-
ularizing the triple parentheses “echo” used to identify Jews online.

4. Adam Krief, Jewish father of 3 whose bone marrow search
inspired celebrities, dies

Krief’s devastating and rare form of brain cancer had moved Kim
Kardashian to post about him on Facebook. After bone marrow drives were
held for him around the world, Krief found a match – but eventually he
succumbed to complications from the cancer.

5. A New Yorker editor picks 7 of his favorite Jewish cartoons
Before ending his 20-year run as cartoon editor for The New Yorker, Bob

Mankoff spoke with JTA about his Jewish roots (“The Jews of the Bible
aren’t funny”) and shared his favorite Jewish cartoons from the magazine.

6. Patriots star Julian Edelman’s 5 most Jewish moments
In advance of Super Bowl LI – in which Julian Edelman went on to make

an improbable and crucial catch – we looked back at the numerous times
the New England Patriots wide receiver showed off his Jewish pride.

7. Swiss hotelier sorry for signs
telling Jews to shower before
entering pool

“I have nothing against Jews,
whom we regularly receive warmly
here,” hotel manager Ruth
Thomann said. As JTA’s Cnaan
Liphshiz noted, the gaffe – a sign
that instructed “Jewish guests” to
shower before using a pool – and
its consequent media frenzy turned
out to be a big misunderstanding.

8. Jared and Ivanka’s rabbis
don’t know who gave them per-
mission to fly on Shabbat

The observant couple flew to
Saudi Arabia for a government trip
on a Friday night, stirring contro-
versy in religious circles.

9. Why this Filipina is fighting
for Israel

Staff. Sgt. Joana Chris Arpon isn’t Israeli or Jewish, but she chose to
serve in the Israel Defense Forces after an army team saved her grand-
mother from a typhoon.

10. Is Meghan Markle Jewish? The internet is confused.
As rumors – whoops, rumours – about Prince Harry and Meghan

Markle’s engagement picked up steam, a British tabloid claimed that the
mixed-race actress has a Jewish father. As it turned out, the story wasn’t
that simple.

JTA’s most read stories of 2017
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Looking back
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(JTA collage/Getty Images)

3,633 North Americans immigrated to Israel in 2017

JERUSALEM (JTA) – With the arrival of a flight carrying 93 new
immigrants, a total of 3,633 people from North America made aliyah in
2017, Nefesh B’Nefesh reported.

The group flight that landed at Ben Gurion International Airport on
Wednesday included 15 future lone soldiers and a soon-to-be bride,
according to the organization.

Nefesh B’Nefesh, in cooperation with Israel’s Ministry of Aliyah and
Integration, The Jewish Agency for Israel, Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael and
JNF-USA, helps facilitate aliyah – the Hebrew term for Jewish immigra-
tion to Israel – from North America and the United Kingdom.

Another 103 Americans and Canadians already living or studying in
Israel made aliyah on Wednesday at the Nefesh B’Nefesh offices in
Jerusalem.

Many of the 3,633 new immigrants arrived on 19 special aliyah flights
from North America, bringing 377 families with 677 children, and an
additional 1,677 singles. The oldest immigrant in 2017 was 102, and the
youngest five weeks old, according to Nefesh B’Nefesh. Most of the new
immigrants settled in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Ra’anana, and Netanya.

There were 3,676 immigrants from North America in 2016, and 3,782
in 2015.

Nearly 29,000 immigrants from around the world arrived in Israel in
2017.
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Community news

Shalom Residences establishes
endowment fund at the 

Jewish Foundation
On December 18, Shalom Residences Inc. officially opened an

Organizational Endowment Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
(JFM) and signed on to JFM’s BERVIN Incentive program. BERVIN is an
initiative to provide an incentive to Jewish organizations to grow their
endowment funds. When a participating Winnipeg Jewish organization
adds $720,000 to its new or existing organizational endowment fund, it
triggers a $108,000 incentive contribution from BERVIN. Additionally,
once an organization reaches the $1 million mark in new money, they earn
the right to withdraw from their fund in the event of a ‘rainy day’ or spe-
cial project.

In picture at right -
Ines Bonacossa
receives her Ken H.
Kronson Kehilla
award for volun-
teerism at the Rady
JCC. She’s been vol-
unteering at the Rady
JCC’s Parkinson’s
Exercise Program
since it was first
launched.

In picture at right-
Justin Segall received
his Ken H. Kronson
Kehilla award from
Rady JCC Executive
Director, Gayle
Waxman  for his vol-
unteer efforts in the
Rady JCC’s
Kaufman Child Care
Centre. 

(l-r): Ian Barnes, JFM CFO; Marsha Cowan, JFM CEO; Eric
Winograd, JFM Chair; Jonathan Feldman, Shalom Residences
Treasurer; Zivey Chudnow, member of the Shalom Residences Board
of Governors; Charles Tax, Shalom Residences President; Nancy
Hughes, Shalom Residences Executive Director

Yachad Couples Unit of B’nai Brith sponsored its 9th annual Chanukah
concert at Simkin Centre, Wednesday, December 20, 2017. The entertain-
ment of Shirley Brown on vocals and Bev Aronovitch on piano was well
received by both residents and staff. Some residents danced, and for the
second half of the program, residents joined in a sing along. Yachad mem-
bers assisted Simkin Centre recreation staff serving pastry and mandarin
oranges. The room was beautifully decorated and the tables had cloth
Chanukah centerpieces which were made by a Yachad member. It was an
enjoyable afternoon for all who attended.

Yachad has the distinction of being the only lodge in the B’nai Brith
family designed for couples only. The Lodge was founded in 1973. Since
its inception, the group has always been interested in providing its mem-
bers with a variety of programs, from social, cultural, educational and com-
munity service.

Yachad members meet approximately twice a month in members’ homes,
and enjoy interesting talks by a guest speaker, followed by camaraderie and
refreshments. Games night, Chanukah pot luck and venturing out to the
theatre, bowling, and mini golf are also activities that the members enjoy. 

More pictures from the Rady JCC AGM
The Ken H. Kronson Kehilla awards were started six years ago to

recognize the outstanding effort of those who volunteer at the Rady
JCC. They are named in honour of the late Ken Kronson, who for 40
years chaired the Rady JCC’s annual fundraising event, the “Y”
Sports Dinner. 

Chanukah at City Hall

With Bermax Caffée & Bistro supplying the sufganiyot,  a
large number of guests assembled for the annual candle
lighting ceremony at City Hall on Thursday, December 14.

(l-r): Larry Vickar, Mayor Brian Bowman, and
Maxim Berent of Bermax Caffeé & Bistro.

(l-r): Charleswood Tuxedo City Councillor Marty
Morantz, Maxim Berent, and Rabbi Baruch
Heidegsfeld of the Jewish Learning Centre

Yachad Couples Unit at the Simkin Centre


