
By BERNIE BELLAN

It’s been a year and a half since Rabbi Bill
Tepper began serving as rabbi for Temple
Shalom Congregation. Like his immediate

predecessor, Rabbi Karen Soria, Rabbi Tepper
is a “fly-in rabbi”, coming to Winnipeg once a
month, when he spends a four-day weekend
here.

The rest of the time, Rabbi Tepper lives in
Toronto, where he serves in a variety of posi-
tions, including as a teacher at Holy Blossom
Temple, as well as at Anshe Shalom
Synagogue in Hamilton.

Now that he’s had a chance to familiarize
himself both with the Temple Shalom
Congregation and the city of Winnipeg, we
thought it a good idea to sit down with Rabbi
Tepper for an in-depth interview – to discuss
his career prior to becoming a rabbi, how he
came to be a rabbi, and what his impressions
are of the time he has spent so far serving as
Temple Shalom’s rabbi.

For those of you who haven’t met Rabbi
Tepper, he’s quite ingratiating and a marvelous
conversationalist. If you weren’t already aware
though that Rabbi Tepper is hearing impaired –
something, he explains, that is a genetic trait in
his family, other than the hearing aid he wears
and the slight effect he displays in speaking,
you probably wouldn’t even think that there’s
much different in his manner of speech. He
does ask that you speak to him directly though,
and every so often he’ll ask you to repeat
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By MARTIN ZEILIG

Captain (Rabbi) Noteh Glogauer confess-
es that joining the Canadian Armed
Forces was not that difficult a decision

for him to make.
In fact, one could say it was destiny, or, in

Yiddish, “beshert.”
He comes from a military family.
“I’m the fourth consecutive family member

to serve wherever we have lived,” said Capt
Glogauer, 48, whose formal Attesting
Ceremony was held on Wednesday, November
29, 2017 at the Canadian Armed Forces
Recruiting Centre in Toronto.

17 Wing Canadian Forces Base Winnipeg is
his first posting.

“My father served with the South African
Defence Forces in 1961,” Glogauer, who was
born in South Africa into a traditional Jewish
family, said during a recent interview with this
writer about a week after his arrival here. “My
paternal zaida (grandfather) was with a group
of South African soldiers who went up to North
Africa to fight with the Allies against the
Germans (during the Second World War). My
maternal great-grandfather fought for
Germany in the First World War. He won the
Iron Cross first and third class. He dragged two
injured officers back into the trenches. He was
shot in the head but survived.”

Rabbi Glogauer is eager to embark on his
new adventure, as a full-time Air Force
Chaplain, posted to the 17 Wing in Winnipeg,

CAPTAIN (RABBI) 
NOTEH GLOGAUER

Canadian Armed Forces
Bill McLeod photo

Continued on page 9. 
See “Rabbi Glogauer”.

RABBI BILL TEPPER
Temple Shalom

Continued on page 8. See “Rabbi Tepper”.

Further to the acquisition
of land adjacent to
the Simkin Centre

By BERNIE BELLAN
In our previous (Jan. 17) issue we reported that the

Simkin Centre had sold land which it had owned
since its opening to a developer that goes by the
name Tell Ventures Ltd. We had not heard from any-
one at Tell Ventures by the time that issue went to
press, but since then we received a very informative
email from Randall Corwin, who is the Chief
Executive Officer of Tell Ventures Ltd. (As an aside,
Corwin, along with three other representatives of
Brightwater Senior Living in Tuxedo attended the
very first meeting of the Jewish Business Network in
July 2017, at my invitation. At the time I had no idea
that they were intending to put in a bid for the land
adjacent to the Simkin Centre.)

On December 29 I had emailed Corwin, saying:
“As I indicated in our phone conversation what I'd
like to obtain from Brightwater is that it was the suc-

A tale of two rabbis

Continued on page 9. See “Simkin Centre”.

Max & Lou Labovitch - 
2 of the finest Jewish hockey
players to come from
Winnipeg
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By JEFF BALLABON and BRUCE ABRAMSON

WASHINGTON (JTA) – The Arab-Israeli conflict is entering a
phase more likely to lead to resolution than any that preceded it.
The mindless mantra “there is no alternative to the two-state

solution” is giving way to reality. The Palestinian Authority has never been
a partner for peace. A 23rd Arab state shoehorned into Israel would solve
nothing. And plenty of superior, principled alternatives exist.

The two-state solution is a proven failure. A bad idea, derived from a lie,
perpetuating instability and suffering. It is, in fact, a relabeling of the
PLO’s 1974 Phased Plan: the PLO announcement that it would “liberate”
territory piecemeal and wage its genocidal war from each new parcel.

The relabeling was designed to give plausible deniability to those who
regret allowing the long-suffering Jews to exercise self-determination. That
it sucked in Israelis tired of policing hostile Arab towns and Diaspora Jews
chasing approval and acceptance was an added bonus. Tragically, the
scheme achieved its primary goal: It recast one of the world’s most toler-
ant, multi-ethnic, peace-loving, life-affirming bastions of human rights as
an illegitimate oppressor.

How did this defamatory campaign deceive so many into believing such
an obvious absurdity? Particularly when, for decades, no decent person
supported a terrorist PLO state? When as late as 1980, even anti-Israel
Jimmy Carter said he was “opposed to an independent Palestinian state”
because it would be a “destabilizing factor” in the region?

It began in the early 1990s, when elements of the Israeli far left and the
PLO – in clear violation of Israeli law – hatched a “peace” plan: The Arabs
would concede the legitimacy of Jewish self-determination in the historic
Jewish homeland and, in return, Israel would accept the lie of a distinct
“Palestinian” people, partition the homeland (yet again) and create a quasi-
governmental Palestinian Authority. Israeli Prime Minister Yitzchak Rabin
agreed – with the caveats that Israel would never concede any part of
Jerusalem and never accept a new Arab state. Pocketing these enormous
concessions, the PLO dug in.

President Bill Clinton injected the U.S. to finalize the Oslo Accord of
1993. Suddenly, terrorist Arafat was a statesman and the terrorist PLO a
government. In 1998, with PLO terrorism still active, first lady Hillary
Clinton sent shock waves when she implied support for an independent
Palestine; the White House’s repudiation was immediate and unequivocal.

In 2000, Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak broke the final taboos, offer-
ing the PLO a state and parts of Jerusalem. Arafat responded by launching
a terror war. Barak and Clinton sweetened the offer. Arafat was clear: He
preferred war.

Any rational observer would have seen Arafat’s rejection as the end of the
game. But as Arafat foresaw, Oslo’s inversion of oppressed and oppressor
hopelessly warped global public opinion. The 21st century has enshrined
Arafat’s fabrications while challenging Jewish history. It ignores the char-
acter of leadership and culture, bestowing honors upon Arab terror move-

ments while defaming
Israel’s liberal democ-
racy. It vilifies those –
like George W. Bush
and Benjamin
Netanyahu – who
would condition state-
hood on evidence of a
willingness to coexist.
No longer a stratagem
for peace,
“Palestinian” state-
hood has become an
entitlement.

But 21st-century
events have demol-
ished the broader
myth system on which
“Palestinian” people-
hood rests. Iraq and
Syria have followed
the Lebanese path. As
those multi-ethnic
European constructs
collapsed, their citi-
zens quickly shed the
state-based identities
they had been
assigned in favor of
the ethnic- or faith-
based identities that
had defined their fam-
ilies for centuries.
They fight – and die –

as Sunnis, Shiites, Kurds, Alawites, Druze and Christians.
That collapse is hardly coincidental – and it is highly relevant. There have

never been distinct Iraqi, Syrian, Lebanese – or Palestinian – nations.
Having all but purged their once-vibrant Christian minority, today’s
“Palestinians” are merely Sunni Arabs whose patrilineal ancestors resided
west of the Jordan River during the final two years of the Mandate for
Palestine. A new state affirming misguided labels that European imperial-
ists imposed upon the indigenous peoples of the Middle East cannot possi-
bly help stabilize the troubled region.

The clear alternative is a return to the pre-Oslo reliance on responsible
state actors – i.e., Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Israel – to provide citi-
zenship and opportunity to the stateless Arabs. The sooner Israel stops pay-
ing lip service to the “two-state” lie, the sooner it can leave behind its self-
inflicted wounds. 

The primary objections to this have always been that a, the world will
condemn Israel, and b, those countries won’t comply. Both are absurd. The
world condemns Israel freely already, and the United States can ensure
those countries are incentivized to comply.

To achieve the stability the region so desperately needs, the Arab states
must reintegrate nearly 20 million displaced or stateless Arabs chafing
beneath artificial Syrian, Iraqi, Lebanese or Palestinian labels. Far from
laying this issue at Israel’s feet, any “solution” to the Arab-Israeli conflict
must arise within that regional context. The international community
should treat Arab refugees like it treats other refugees – humanely rather
than as political pawns and cannon fodder. Integrating them into commu-
nities with whom they claim ethnic and cultural kinship is the best way to
help refugees build new lives.

The myths of “Palestinian peoplehood” and a “two-state solution” have
impeded peace, stability, security, development, regional integration and
justice. Arab terrorists lauded as martyrs and freedom fighters murder and
maim Jews. Jew-haters treating Arabs as expendable rob millions of edu-
cational and economic opportunities, basic dignity and decent lives. The
American Jewish community tears itself apart. College students from
Christian and Jewish Zionist homes find themselves supporting an Israel
defamed across campus as an oppressor. And in living memory of the
Holocaust and of the miraculous return of Jews to their indigenous Jewish
homeland, the United Nations – supported by an outgoing American pres-
ident – denies the Jews’ connection to Judea and demands their ethnic
cleansing. All in the service of a lie.

Reality-based plans have languished in the face of Oslo’s persistent
myths. All start from two key principles: Israeli sovereignty must continue
within secure borders, and the Arab states must assume primary responsi-
bility for the welfare of Arab refugees. 

These principles are grounded in history, morality and law, in Jewish
security and Arab development, and in the critical goal of regional stabili-
ty.

What has worked around the world will work in the Middle East if the
Arabs allow it to work. The Arabs will allow it only if pushed. President
Donald Trump, for the first time in history, has begun to push in the right
direction.

(Jeff Ballabon is CEO of B2 Strategic, a senior fellow at the American
Conservative Union’s Center for Statesmanship and Diplomacy, and an
adviser to Donald J. Trump for President, Inc. Bruce Abramson is the pres-
ident of Informationism, Inc., vice president and director of policy at the
Iron Dome Alliance, and a senior fellow at the London Center for Policy
Research.) 

The two-state delusion is the greatest obstacle to peace
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Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas (C-R) speaks during a meeting
in the West Bank city of Ramallah on January 14, 2018. Abbas said
that Israel has "ended" the landmark Oslo peace accords of the 1990s
with its actions. (AFP PHOTO / ABBAS MOMANI)



Miriam Baron and the Camp
Massad Choir have chosen
to lower the curtain for the

last time on the popular choir that has
been a regular feature of Winnipeg
bar and bat mitzvahs for the past 25
years.

“It seemed to be the right time,”
says choir director Baron of the deci-
sion to bring an era to an end. “It has

been lots of fun but we are getting older. Many of us are in our
60s now. Although we only sing at a handful of bar and bat
mitzvahs a year, we have to be able to commit months in
advance and we are no longer certain that we can make those
commitments.”

Baron’s decision to retire, she notes, also coincides with Leah Braemer’s
decision to step back from leading bar and bat mitzvah services (although,
Baron adds, Pam Appel will continue to teach tropes, haftorah and maftir
to children preparing for their bar/bat mitzvahs). 

“It is sort of a package deal,” Baron says of Braemer and the choir going
out together.

It was actually Leah and Joel Braemer’s daughter, Ryla, who was the rea-
son for the formation of the Camp Massad Choir in the first place. The year
was 1993 and the Braemer Family – lifelong Massadniks - decided that
they wanted to organize Ryla’s Bat mitzvah along the lines of a traditional
Massad Shabbat service.

“They put together a choir for the occasion,” Baron says. “It was to be a
one-time thing. But over the years, other Massad families planning bar and
bat mitzvahs would call on the choir to participate. 

“We have always been all volunteers,” she adds. “And rather than being
paid for our services, we would encourage families to make donations to
the camp. It turned out to be quite a nice source of funds for Massad.”

Unlike most other Massadniks, Miriam Baron is not a Massad “lifer”.
Her association with Camp Massad began not as a camper but as a coun-
cillor.

“I had friends who attended Massad and I was always interested in the
camp,” she says. “But I was never a camper. I served as a councillor from
1974 to 1980. I was also the camp director for one year.”

Both of Baron’s daughters were campers and, during that time in the
1990s, she became a board member (including a term as board president). 

For the past 15 years or so, Baron has been a family therapist. Previous
to that, she had been involved in music. One of her degrees was in music
and she had sung in both the Rosh Pina Junior and senior choirs under the
direction of Sara Udow and, later, Miriam Breitman. Her background made
her the ideal person to lead the Massad choir.

“AT Camp Massad, we carried on Cantor Brownstone’s renditions in our
Shabbat services and we incorporated those renditions in our choir,” Baron
says. “As a choir, we were able to give back to our community and take a
little bit of Massad and Cantor Brownstone’s melodies to other places in
the community.”

While the composition of the choir did change from time to time over the
years, Baron notes that a core group of 13 (as seen in the picture) – includ-
ing Adeena Lungen, Joel Braemer, D’Arcy Bruning Haid, Rob Waldman,
Pam Appel, Debra Fleishman, Paula MacPherson, Sharla Chochinov,
Cindy Bass, Tracy Goltsman, Laura Diamond, Shelley Werner and Janet
Frohlich – remained constant. Two Massadniks, Gilad Carroll and Josh
Winestock, were frequently called upon to provide guitar accompaniment.

“As a choir, we represented everything that Camp Massad stands for. It’s
about coming together and celebrating Judaism, Israel and community in
meaningful ways.”

Is the choir completely done? Well not necessarily. 
“You never say never,” Baron says about the possibility of a future

appearance from time to time.”

Winnipeg’s oldest Jewish resident turns 107
At 107, Dolly Winston is most likely Winnipeg’s oldest Jewish resident.

Winston turned 107 on January 29.
The JP&N did a profile on the cente-
narian two years ago on the occasion
of her 105th birthday.  At the time, her
daughter, Elaine Yukelis, noted that
Dolly’s mind was still pretty good –
although she was having problems
with her vision and hearing and had
begun using a  walker a short time
before.   Yukelis says that her mother
has changed little in the past two
years.  She has been a resident of the
Fred Douglas Lodge in north
Winnipeg since 2014.

Jewish Schools
Reunion

Committee
establishes 

Scholarship
Fund with

Jewish
Foundation

The recent Jewish
schools reunion
(over the Thanks-
giving weekend in
October) has not
only left the more
than 200 alumni of
Talmud Torah/ Peretz School/Joseph Wolinsky alumni (circa 1950-1970 )
with fond memories. According to Bert Schaffer (one of the two Winnipeg
co-ordinators, along with Eileen (Margulius) Curtis), due to careful budget-
ing and conservative expenditure, the reunion committee finished with a bit
of a surplus.

Schaffer reports that the committee has chosen to use the remaining sur-
plus to establish a Judaic Studies scholarship fund with the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba. “We are going to be able to leave a lasting lega-
cy,” Schaffer notes. “Eligible students will be able to access the fund to
help pay for college or university here or any educational program in Israel.

“We hope that over the years, our alumni will add to the fund from time
to time.”

Last curtain for Miriam Baron and Massad Choir

Myron Love

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Some of the members of the Massad Alumni
Choir: Standing: left to right: Adeena Lungen,
Joel Braemer, D’Arcy Bruning Haid, Rob
Waldman, Pam Appel, Debra Fleishman, Paula
MacPherson, Miriam Baron. Seated on couch:
left to right: Sharla Chochinov, Cindy Bass,
Tracy Goltsman. Seated on floor, left to right:
Laura Diamond, Shelley Werner, Janet
Froelich.

MIRIAM BARON
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There are certain stories that might be of
interest to Jews that seem to be constant in
the news cycle: stories about Israel and

stories about anti-Semitism.
In any given week, if we wanted to, we could

fill this paper with stories about both those top-
ics. What we’d rather do though is include sto-
ries which you’re not likely to find elsewhere in
news sources, especially on the Internet. That’s

why we have been focusing increasingly on stories that have a local angle.
More than that, however, we like to revisit stories about which we’ve writ-
ten in the past – to provide updates or, as the case may be, to take an entire-
ly different look at a story about which we’ve previously reported.

One of those recurrent stories has been the ongoing profile of Winnipeg’s
Jewish population, i.e. How many individuals identify as Jews? Where do
they live? And how many members are there in different age groups?

In our last issue we put forward the notion that Winnipeg’s Jewish popu-
lation might be quite a bit smaller than we had previously thought.
According to the most recent Canadian census, only 7,640 Winnipeggers
reported that their ethnic or cultural origin was Jewish. In 2011, by way of
contrast, that figure was 12,000. While we explained that the dramatic
reduction in the number of individuals who reported that their ethnic or cul-
tural origin was Jewish may be attributable to the fact that, for the very first
time, StatsCan did not include “Jewish” as a possible choice on the  census
questionnaire that asked respondents to give their ethnic or cultural origin
(instead, respondents would have had to write in “Jewish”), we also put
forward the proposition that quite a few more individuals who might pre-
viously have identified as “Jewish” by ethnic or cultural origin simply do
not do so any more – instead simply identifying as “Canadian” by ethnic
origin. 

We also advanced the possibility that many of the recent immigrants from
Israel might have put “Ukrainian” or “Russian” as the answer to that spe-
cific census question. 

Regardless, there is no doubt that the results of the 2016 census are going
to make it even more difficult for community planners within the Jewish
Federation to go about doing their work. It was difficult enough for indi-
viduals such as Faye Rosenberg-Cohen, Community Planning Director for
the Federation, when the results of the 2011 National Household Survey
showed a marked drop in the Jewish population of Winnipeg, whether you
wanted to define “Jewish” by religion or by ethnicity - when compared
with the results of the 2001 census. (Here, again, are the contrasting results
of the 2001 and 2011 censuses: Number of Jews by ethnic origin: 2001 –
14,420; 2011 - 12,005; number of Jews by religion: 2001 – 12,660; 2011 –
10,550.)

Partly as a result of our incessant questioning of the Jewish Federation’s
insistence that our Jewish population had grown substantially, in 2014 the
Jewish Federation released a revised figure for what it said was the Jewish

population here: 13,
690 – a figure that was
well below previous
estimates of the size of
our Jewish population,
which had been in the
16,000 range.

What difference does
it make how large our
Jewish population is,
you might ask? Well,
for one, it makes it
increasingly difficult to
plan for future school
enrolments at the Gray
Academy. Between
2001 and 2011 the
largest single drop in
the size of any one age
cohort was the 65+
group: 25% (from 2920
to 2180), followed
closely by the 0-14 age
group: 23% (from 2655
to 2060). Other age
groups showed much
less of a decrease.
Thus, there is a much
smaller pool of poten-
tial students from
which to draw for the
Gray Academy.

Now, while the figures from the 2011 National Household Survey are
getting to be quite a bit out of date, the trends that they showed remain
important: A much lower birth rate within Winnipeg’s Jewish community
and a substantial decrease in the number of seniors 65+. There are, howev-
er, two possibilities for the decline in the number of seniors: Deaths and
seniors leaving Winnipeg. 

For quite a few years the Jewish Federation had an unofficial demogra-
pher in the person of Evelyn Katz. Evelyn would try and keep track of
births, deaths, who had moved here, and who had left – and she did an
incredibly good job doing that. Now, however, in the absence of any reli-
able data, we are simply left to guess at what’s been happening as far as the
actual size of the Jewish community here goes.

Why do we bring this all up, yet again, in this issue? The reason is that
we were astonished to read of the plans by a developer known as Tell
Ventures Ltd. to build what it says will eventually be 419 units for the 55+
crowd on land adjacent to the Simkin Centre. (See story on page 1.) That’s
an incredible amount of housing geared to seniors that will be added to
what is already available in Winnipeg, but the fact that this particular cor-
poration is planning on undertaking such a huge investment in seniors’
housing says a heck of a lot about what it anticipates will be the demand
for 55+ housing in Winnipeg. But, if the table above is any indication, those
units aren’t going to be filled by Jews - unless they’re going to be moving
from other retirement residences.

By now, we’ve all seen the dramatic rise in the number of facilities devot-
ed to what is described as “assisted living”, wherein residents are able to
take at least two meals a day in a communal dining room. If memory serves
me correct, the very first facility of this type to open here was The
Wellesley in Charleswood (now known as The Wellington), which opened
in the 1980s. Then, within a relatively short time, there was a spurt in con-
struction of assisted living residences, including The Waverley, Portsmouth
Retirement Residence, Shaftesbury Park Retirement Residence (and five
other retirement residences all operated by All Seniors Care), The Boulton,
Amber Meadows, and the most recent addition - The Brightwater (also
owned by Tell Ventures Ltd., by the way)…the list goes on and on. There
is also one intermediate care facility in Winnipeg: Thorvaldson Care
Centre, which provides a higher degree of care than assisted living facili-
ties, but is not a personal care home.

In addition to the assisted living facilities – for which there seems to be
a never-ending demand, some 55+ facilities offer a combination of assist-
ed and independent living, such as The Parkway, which allows residents to
take meals in the dining room on an ad hoc basis.

With the advent of the home care program in Manitoba, it is now possi-
ble for a much larger number of seniors to remain in one or another types
of retirement residences, be they their own homes, apartments, or indepen-
dent living facilities, than had previously been the case. In some ways that
takes the pressure off personal care homes, but the corollary is that the
average age of seniors in personal care homes is much older than used to
be the case – and those seniors require a much higher degree of care than
was previously the case  in personal care homes.

Still, as the number of what can only be described as upscale assisted liv-
ing facilities seems to be expanding at a constant rate, one can only won-
der: What will become of seniors who simply can’t afford to move into that
type of residence? It’s frightening enough for anyone under the age of 65
to contemplate the increased costs that are looming for things such as
hydro, as Manitoba Hydro has asked for 7.9% annual increases in hydro
rates until 2024 (although the Public Utilities Board lowered that increase
in September to 3.36% - with
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Short takes

Number of Jews in Winnipeg by ethnic origin

Year 2001* 2006** 2011*** 2016****

All ages 14,420 12,210 12,005 7,640

0-14 years 2,655 2,060 1,725

15-24 years 1,860 1,750 940

25-44 years 3,225 2,595 1,895

45-64 years 3,760 3,420 1,780

65 years 2,920 2,180 1,300
& over

*Source: 2001 Census of Canada
**Source: 2006 Census of Canada (which was only a partial census with a 20% sample group)
***Source: 2011 National Household Survey
****Source: 2016 Census of Canada

Continued on next page.



Comment

I would like to respond to Myron Love’s excellent op-ed piece in the last
issue of the JP&N. We are lucky to have Myron writing for the paper.

In his piece,  Myron gave the impression that all Israelis are treated equal-
ly, but that’s not the case. 

Here is an excerpt from a 2013 article in Haaretz: 
“Ten years after the report on October 2000 riots, in which 13 were

killed, the state has failed to implement antidiscrimination measures that
would reestablish just relations between Jews and Arabs in Israel. 

“That is how the State Commission of Inquiry, known as the Or
Commission, started the conclusion of its report, which was published 10
years ago. The commission was established to identify the causes behind
the violent clashes between police and Arab citizens of Israel in October
2000, during which 13 young Arabs were killed by the police. Those clash-
es were the worst and most violent confrontation between the government
and its Arab citizens since the founding of the state.

“The commission found deeply rooted factors leading up to clashes,
including the structural and systematic discrimination suffered by Arab cit-
izens. The commission stated unequivocally that: the state did not do
enough to grant equality to its Arab citizens and to eliminate discrimination
and deprivation. The commission strongly recommended that a principle
objective of the government must be the achievement of genuine equality
for the Arab citizens of the state. It even said, specifically, that there should
be a redistribution of existing resources and that the matter required the
prime ministers’ personal involvement.

“Based on our organization’s ongoing monitoring of government policy
toward Arab citizens, we see that 10 years after the report, not only has
there been no redistribution, but the ongoing allocation of resources in
almost all spheres is still very unequal. The result is acute inequality in all
areas of life. We are not ignoring the areas in which the government has
taken certain steps to reduce discrimination, such as the establishment of
the Authority for the Economic Development of the Arab Sector in the
Prime Ministers Office, and the implementation of programs to increase
employment of the Arab citizens. If these steps were to be expanded, they
could bring about a change in the socioeconomic situation of Arab citizens
and reduce inequality”

If anything, 18 years after the riots of Arab Israelis the situation is worse,
not better for Israeli Arabs in terms of discrimination, in terms of norms,
morés, and the laws concerning Israeli Arabs within Israeli society. I am
not speaking here about the West Bank; that is a very different situation. 

The myth that Israel only acts in a fair and equal manner in every part of
Israeli society is just not true. No society meets such a standard of perfec-
tion. And the reason why is we are all human and, as human beings, we

have biases of one sort or another.
In 2012 I was teaching at Tel Aviv University. I had an Israel Arab grad-

uate student who ran for a seat on the board of the Bank Leumi. This was
the first time an Israeli Arab had ever even ran for such a position. There
were TV and newspaper reports all over Israel reporting on the story.  He
lost, but I encouraged him to run and to keep running

My point is Israel does not have to be as perfect as we its critics might
want; however, that doesn’t mean being critical in order to make the coun-
try better is something terrible. Improvements are made by honest analysis.
We shouldn’t accept myths not supported by facts - even if they somehow
make us feel better.

The great American patriot John Adams summed it up in this fashion:
“Facts are stubborn things; and whatever may be our wishes, our inclina-
tions, or the dictates of our passions, they cannot alter the state of facts and
evidence.”

Myron, keep writing those interesting op-ed pieces. I, for one, look for-
ward to reading them!
Alan Levy

Looking for former visitors to Watrous
Dear Bernie,

Greetings from Manitou Beach, Saskatchewan and I write as a local res-
ident and local history researcher for The Watrous Manitou Beach
Heritage Centre. I hope you can help me..

Here goes: In 2019 Manitou Beach will be celebrating its 100th anniver-
sary. There has been a long connection with Jewish people who came by
train and car from Winnipeg to enjoy the mineral lake water, Chalet and
White Pools and dancing. The Lakeview Hotel, built in 1920, was also
known as the Jewish Hotel and served kosher food. There may have been
a synagogue located there too but we do not know for sure. In later decades
(somewhere in the 40s & 50s) there was a synagogue here tho scant men-
tion of it being used.

What I would like to do is put out a plea/request for anyone with stories,
memorabilia and photos of their family times in Manitou Beach or
Watrous, that they would like to share or lend or donate to please contact
me as we’d enjoy using any appropriate material in our 100th celebrations.

Looking forward to hearing back from you,
Sue Alcock Phone: 306-946-2784
Box 8, Watrous, SK S0K 4T0

Disagree with Myron Love about all Israelis being treated equally

LETTERS

the possibility there will be yet another increase in
April of this year). In addition, Manitobans can
expect to begin paying a carbon tax of $25/tonne

beginning this year, which will be levied on gasoline and natural gas.
Surely those who are on fixed incomes are going to find themselves in
increasing predicaments, although one would hope that we won’t hear hor-
ror stories of the type that have been emanating from Ontario, where there
have been reports of seniors going without food in order to pay vastly
increased heating bills in their homes.

To return to the question though, just how many Jewish seniors there are
in Winnipeg, if there was a 25% drop in the number of  Jewish individuals
aged 65+ between 2001-2011, what might one expect to be the case in the
future? What is different now, however, as opposed to what was the case in
2011, is the vast number of baby boomers who have – or are about to enter
the 65+ category. The largest single age cohort in Winnipeg’s Jewish com-
munity has always been individuals born between 1945-64. In both 2001
and 2011 the largest single age cohort was those individuals who were
between 45-64. What is truly astonishing about the 2016 census, however,
is the huge drop in the number of respondents 45+  who reported their eth-
nic origin as Jewish. (See table on opposite page.) There were 2,520 fewer
respondents age 45+ who said their ethnic origin was Jewish in 2016 than
in 2011. It seems hard to believe that drop is primarily a result of individ-
uals listing another ethnic origin other than “Jewish”. (There were only
8,000 more Winnipeggers who reported their ethnic origin was Canadian in
the 2016 census, for example, than on the 2011 National Household
Survey. Were over one-quarter of those respondents Jews age 45+? That
seems quite a stretch.)

If the 2016 census is anywhere close to accurate, there are not nearly as
many Jews in the 45+ age group than had previously been thought. If the
2016 census is so inaccurate when it comes to reporting the number of
Jews, not only in Winnipeg, but across Canada as a whole, as Jewish com-
munity leaders are maintaining, just what did those vanishing Jews report
as their ethnic origins?

The one other unknown in all this, moreover, is how many newcomers
there actually are within the Jewish community. As we noted in our January

17 article about the results of the 2016 census, surprisingly few respondents
listed “Israeli” as their ethnic origin (only 325 more in 2016 than in 2011).
There were fairly substantial increases in the number of individuals who
listed either “Ukrainian” or “Russian” as their ethnic origin, so it is possi-
ble that many of the newcomers might have fallen into that category.

But, just as it’s been very difficult to know how many Jewish seniors
have left Winnipeg in recent years – either to escape the cold or to reunite
with family members, it’s also very difficult to know how many of the new-
comers who came here beginning with the GrowWinnipeg initiative of the
Jewish Federation in 2001 have actually remained here.

All that we do know is that the results of the 2016 census cannot be good
news for the planners at the Jewish Federation, who have been insisting
that our Jewish population has been growing here. Again, there will be a
huge impact upon planning for the future of our Jewish community here if
the Federation’s estimates of the size of Winnipeg’s Jewish population
remain consistently higher than what the results of now two different cen-
suses have shown.

While our community planners may be basing their calculations on what
they would like to think is the size of our Jewish community (much higher
than what is borne out by available data), and institutions such as the Gray
Academy might be hoping for a resurgence in enrolment that, based on the
available data, is not going to happen, developers in the private sphere have
taken a look at what is happening in Winnipeg’s community as a whole and
are planning accordingly - and that means more housing tailored to the 55+
crowd. Yet, if the 2016 census is accurate, as was previously mentioned,
those new 55+ housing units aren’t going to be filled by Jews or, if they are,
they’re going to be filled by Jews moving from other retirement residences.

Correction: In Gerry Posner’s list of Jewish Manitobans who were
Order of Canada recipients, one other name has been brought to our atten-
tion: Anne Ross, the long-time executive director of Mt. Carmel Clinic.
Again – by no means did Gerry insist that his list was complete. We invite
readers to continue to add to the list of names Gerry produced. You can see
the list (which has now been updated) at http://jewishpostandnews.ca/fea-
tures/2489-54-jewish-manitobans-have-received-the-order-of-canada

(Continued from
previous page.)
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By MYRON LOVE

The role of the storyteller used to be a staple of tradi-
tional Jewish life. It is a tradition that Penninah
Schram learned at her parents’ knees and has tried to

keep alive.
On Sunday, March 11, Schram, Professor Emerita of

Speech and Drama at Stern College of Yeshiva University
and internationally known storyteller, teacher, author, and
recording artist, will be in Winnipeg at the Asper Jewish
Community Campus as part of  Limmud Winnipeg 2018,
sharing her stories. Schram says that she inherited her love
of stories and storytelling from her parents. “I grew up lis-
tening to my parents’ stories,” says the lifelong New Yorker.

“My mother used stories to teach life lessons,” she recalls.
“As an adult, I learned that at least one of my mother’s sto-
ries originated in the 13th century Sefer Hasidim, a story
which eventually became a Jewish folk tale.”

Schram’s father was a chazan and Torah scholar who
filled her life with stories from the Torah. “I loved my
father’s stories,” she says. “I could listen to them over and
over again.”

As an adult, she became a storyteller herself when she
realized that most people didn’t know the stories she had
grown up with. “I felt that something was missing in our world,” she
recalls. “Telling stories is a beautiful way to teach.”

She says that she was first inspired to tell her stories through an early vol-
unteer activity – recording stories for the Jewish blind for the JBI
International (formerly the Jewish Braille Institute) Braille library in New
York. “The first book I read and recorded for the library was a collection of
Isaac Bashevis Singer’s children’s stories. That inspired me. I made a pro-
posal to the 92nd Street Y. in New York to create a program telling children
stories using a combination of creative drama, music and art.”

That was in 1970. The next year, the Jewish Museum invited her to be its
in-house story teller. She was soon in demand to tell her stories at syna-

gogues and other Jewish institutions throughout the
United States and Canada.

But it was the CAJE (Coalition for the
Advancement of Jewish Education) that really put
her on the map. She was invited to present at the
second CAJE conference and became a fixture at
the annual conference that yearly brings together
up to 2000 Jewish educators from North America
and beyond.

Schram notes that it was one CAJE Conference
which inspired the worldwide Limmud movement.
Limmud was started, she points out, by a group of
British educators who modeled Limmud after the
CAJE Conference. Over the years, she has been a
featured presenter at numerous Limmud events all
over North America as well as England.

In Winnipeg, Schram will be doing two presenta-
tions. “What’s in a Name: a Storytelling Workshop
on Names” will explore the many meanings and
blessings that our names carry in various traditions
– and how names can shape our lives and our per-
sonalities. In this workshop, participants will
explore sources, meanings, and connections to our

names – and how they have influenced us. Participants will examine and
share interpretations of their names. Schram will also tell her own name
stories.

In “Jewish Stories One Generation Tells Another”, Schram will be inter-
weaving folktales of various genres from both Sephardi and Ashkenazi oral
traditions – with a focus on wisdom and values that have been treasured by
the Jewish people throughout the generations.

Peninnah Schram is the author of 13 books of Jewish folktales, including
Jewish Stories One Generation Tells Another and Stories within Stories:
From the Jewish Oral Tradition. Her illustrated book, The Apple Tree’s
Discovery, is co-authored with Rachayl Eckstein Davis. Her latest book,
Jewish Stories of Love and Marriage: Folktales, Legends and Letters, (co-
authored with Sandy Eisenberg Sasso), was published in 2015. She has also
recorded a CD, “The Minstrel and the Storyteller”, with singer/guitarist
Gerard Edery.

For information on other presenters and sessions and to register visit
www.limmudwinnipeg.org or 204-480-7559.

Obama used to joke with staff that he’s
‘basically a liberal Jew’

(JTA) – Barack Obama said his administration refrained from vetoing a
2016 United Nations Security Council resolution critical of Israeli settle-
ments because the pace of their construction “skyrocketed.”

The former president, speaking Wednesday at New York’s Temple
Emanu-El, also said that he and his staff would often joke that he was
“basically a liberal Jew,” according to the British Daily Mail.

In the waning days of his second and last term, Obama declined to veto
a Security Council resolution calling for an end to settlement construction
while simultaneously declaring them illegal. President-elect Donald Trump
called on Obama to veto the resolution, and Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu accused the U.S. of a “gang-up” with Israel’s antag-
onists.

“The pace of settlement construction skyrocketed, making it almost
impossible to make any kind of Palestinian state,” Obama said in his syn-

agogue talk, accord-
ing to the Mail.
“Voting against the
resolution would have
damaged our credibil-
ity on affirming
human rights only
when it’s convenient,
not when it has to do
with ourselves and
our friends.”

To be “a true friend
of Israel, it is impor-
tant to be honest
about it, and the poli-
tics of this country
sometimes do not
allow for it,” Obama
also said.

Describing Israel’s
security as “not a sub-
ject for dispute,”
Obama pointed to the
September 2016 sign-
ing of a $38 billion
aid package for Israel,
the largest ever pro-
vided by a U.S.
administration to any
country.

2018 Winnipeg Limmud storyteller Penninah Schram carrying on family tradition

Limmud preview

PENNINAH SCHRAM
Professor Emerita of Speech

and Drama at Stern College of
Yeshiva University

One third of American Holocaust survivors
live in poverty, aid group says

(JTA) – One-third of Holocaust survivors in the United States contin-
ue to live at or below the poverty line, according to an aid organization.

The Blue Card, which provides financial assistance to survivors, report-
ed the statistic ahead of International Holocaust Remembrance Day on
Saturday. Last year, the same proportion of survivors were at or below the
poverty line, according to CNN.

The 2018 report also said that 61 percent of the 100,000 survivors in
the United States live on less than $23,000 a year, or double the poverty
line. The median income for individuals in the U.S. was about $31,000 in
2016.

Blue Card said it sees requests for aid grow 20 percent annually. Three
quarters of the approximately 3,000 survivors the group aids are older
than 75, and saw a 10 percent increase this year in aid requests for sur-
vivors battling cancer.

“For those senior citizens that survived the atrocities of the Holocaust,
many are struggling to make ends meet in the face of a growing number
of medical issues, the rising cost of living and challenges navigating the
health system,” said Blue Card Executive Director Masha Pearl. “The
time to help is now.”

Separately, the Jewish Federations of North America announced $2.8
million in grants to 30 organizations that provide “person-centered, trau-
ma-informed” supportive services to Holocaust survivors in the United
States.

JFNA, through its Center for Advancing Holocaust Survivor Care, will
distribute $2.2 million to 21 organizations for new projects and an addi-
tional $662,500 to last year’s awardees to sustain ongoing programs.
Combined with matching funds required by the grant, the funding for
Holocaust survivor services will total $4 million.

JFNA launched the Center for Advancing Holocaust Survivor Care in
2015, following an award from the United States Department of Health
and Human Services Administration for Community Living for up to $12
million over five years.

“It is critical that we deliver these lifesaving and life-enhancing ser-
vices to Holocaust survivors. The past two years of this federal grant pro-
gram have shown the deep impact that person-centered, trauma-informed
services can have on Holocaust survivors. We are grateful to partner with
the government to augment this work,” said Mark Wilf, chair of JFNA’s
National Holocaust Survivor Initiative.
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World news Message from Rabbi Bill S. Tepper
– Temple Shalom

Recently, I engaged one of my B’nai Mitzvah students in a conversation
on the value of ‘community.’ His remarks - no surprise, since he is such a
strong learner - emphasized the idea of ‘belonging.’ 

That being said, what follows are two paths upon which we journey
with regards to belonging: to our younger Temple members, the larger
congregational family, and our Judaism.

During each of my monthly visits to Winnipeg, time is scheduled early
Friday evening for a Children’s Shabbat Service. Candles are lit, blessings
are recited, Torah is discussed and stories are told. It’s a beautiful way of
ushering our younger members into the spirit of Shabbat. In April, we will
take this sacred endeavour further by holding our first ‘Junior
Congregation,’ a special worship experience led by our young children
and adolescents with the guidance of myself and Temple lay leaders, and
held within a specially-designed Temple space. 

Characteristic of a warm and compassionate congregational family is
how members care for one another; that is, the measure of ‘hesed,’ mean-
ing ‘kindness,’ that congregants demonstrate for others. On Sunday
February 11, from 4:00 to 5:30 pm at the Temple, I [Rabbi Tepper] will
guide a workshop in ‘Caring Community.’ We will discuss the ‘acts of
hesed’ - visitations, providing transport and deliveries, checking in by
way of phone calls and email - through which we can alleviate the needs
of those who will benefit the most from our caring. 

These are some of the ways we amplify our commitment to communi-
ty: to our children and youth, the congregational family in its entirety, and
to our Judaism. And these are just some of the ways through which we
know that we belong. 
Upcoming schedule at Temple Shalom:
Friday Feb 2 6:15 pm Tu b’Shevat Mini Seder, Potluck & 

Shabbat Service lay led by Linda Freed
Friday Feb 9 5:30 pm Shabbat Children’s Service 

led by Rabbi Tepper
7:30 pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Tepper

Sat., Feb 10 10:30 am Torah Study with Rabbi Tepper
7:30 pm Havdalah & “An informative, 

interactive and engaging evening with 
the Rabbi” - “Testing Your Jew-Q”

Friday Feb 16 7:30 pm Shabbat Service lay led by 
Sherry Wolfe Elazar with David Vamos

Friday Feb 23 7:30 pm Shabbat Service lay led by Eileen Curtis 
and Jennifer Curtis Lane
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Americans more likely than Europeans to
stand up against anti-Semitism, experts say

WASHINGTON (JTA) – It’s better here:
That was the message of a panel of experts
considering the rise of the extreme right and of
anti-Semitism in the United States and Europe.

That was the good news at the forum Jan. 22
sponsored by Georgetown University’s
Center for Jewish Civilization. No one, how-
ever, could quite pin down why Americans
were more resistant to anti-Semitism than

Europeans.
“It’s far from perfect,” said Ira Forman, until January the international

anti-Semitism monitor for the State Department. “We do it now better
than we did 50 years ago, there’s no guarantee we will continue to do it,
and frankly, we do it better with anti-Semitism than with anti-Muslim
rhetoric and with racism.”

Forman cited American communities that spontaneously rallied to
counter anti-Semitism in their midst, notably the citizens of Whitefish,
Montana, who a year ago demonstrated ahead of a planned neo-Nazi
march targeting the town’s tiny Jewish community, and Oklahoma civic
leaders in 2013 who called on a state lawmaker to apologize for using the
phrase “jew down.”

In both cases and in many others, he said, the drive to counter anti-
Jewish rhetoric came in communities with few Jews and seemed driven
more by non-Jews who were repelled by the rhetoric.

Heidi Beirich, the director of the Intelligence Project at the Southern
Poverty Law Center, added to that list the nationwide drive among
Muslims last year to raise funds to pay for vandalized Jewish cemeteries.

Michael Whine, the government and international affairs director for
the British Jewish community’s Community Security Trust, said leaders
on his continent were doing the necessary work speaking out against bias
crimes, but he agreed with Forman that the message was not trickling
down to the average European.

“There are a lot of European states where civil society is not at all devel-
oped,” he said. This was in part because in countries that emerged from
autocracy just in recent decades, suspicions of government lingered, and
hampered efforts to join civilians and authorities in countering hate crime.

“Often, civil society is reluctant to deal with the government,” Whine
said. On Friday, Jan. 25, the World Zionist Organization released a sur-
vey comparing perceptions of anti-Semitism in the United States and
Europe showing that 51 percent of respondents in Europe said that wear-
ing Jewish symbols in public made them feel unsafe. In North America,
the figure was 22 percent.

The panelists at the event, which was held at the National Press Club, noted
that there has been an intensification of anti-Semitic rhetoric in the United
States. Beirich said she did not anticipate the virulence of the anti-Jewish
rhetoric at last year’s “Unite the Right” march in Charlottesville, Virginia.

“The organizations here in the States are becoming much more
Hitleresque,” she said. Previously, these organizations had focused more
on preserving vestiges of white privilege. “They’re becoming much more
about ethnic cleansing and the Jews, they’re chanting ‘Jews will not
replace us.’ That is not something commonly heard at previous events.’”

Beirich added that social media and the internet made it easier to dis-
seminate hate. Extremists may be based in Europe, but their messages are
getting through to Americans.

“We now have certain websites that have 750,000 views a month
among Americans,” she said.

The panelists agreed that social media giants like Facebook and Google
had become more receptive to keeping hate off their networks, in part
because of laws in some European countries that hold them accountable
for incitement. “Both France and Germany have promised to prosecute
Facebook and Google if they don’t act,” Whine said.

Beirich noted that expressions of anti-Semitism had spiked during
Donald Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign and since he was elected.

Forman, a Democrat who for decades helmed the National Jewish
Democratic Council, cautioned against making anti-Semitism a partisan
issue. He noted Trump’s equivocation after the Charlottesville march,
which included a deadly attack by an alleged white supremacist on coun-
terprotesters. But he also stressed that calls on Trump to speak out more
forcefully came from both sides of the aisle.

“I don’t want to make it about ideology, I don’t want to make it about
partisanship – that’s a very, very bad path to go down,” he said in
response to a question about Trump’s role in the increase of biased
rhetoric. It is critical, panelists said, not to treat anti-Jewish bias in isola-
tion. Whereas Jews in Europe faced an intensification of anti-Semitic
rhetoric and hate speech, other minorities in Europe were facing spikes in
violence, including Muslims, Roma and the LGBTQ communities.

Forman noted the violence of the Golden Dawn, a Greek fascist group,
which has targeted mostly Roma.

“It has a street militia,” he said. “Jews haven’t got hit,” despite Golden
Dawn’s anti-Semitic rhetoric. “The Roma have.”

Moderating the panel was Rabbi David Saperstein, the former ambas-
sador-at-large for international religious freedom under the Obama
administration and the director emeritus of the Reform movement’s
Religious Action Center.

By

RON KAMPEAS



something.
But, with his melodious voice and

warm smile, Rabbi Tepper immediately
sets you at ease – something he no doubt

perfected in his many years as a teacher, which is what he did, quite suc-
cessfully, before embarking on a wholesale career switch when he was
already in his 40s. 

Married, with one son, Rabbi Tepper noted during our conversation that
even though Toronto is his home base, in the time that he has been serving
as a rabbi, he has developed a strong affection for smaller cities, including
Cincinnati – where he studied for the rabbinate at the Hebrew Union
College - Jewish Institute for Religion (HUC-JIR) for four years, and
Chattanooga, Tennessee, where he served as rabbi for eight years. To that
end, Winnipeg has become a natural fit, he now observes.

Following are some excerpts from my interview with Rabbi Tepper,
which took place on January 19, during his most recent visit to Winnipeg,
the weekend of January 18-21:

I told Rabbi Tepper that I had waited a year and a half to interview him
because “I wanted him to have a chance to get his feet wet” before asking
him what his impressions were both of Winnipeg and Temple Shalom. 

I asked him whether there was anything he’d like to say about his new
congregation here.

“The congregation is wonderful,”
Rabbi Tepper began. “Temple
Shalom is a very special place. I
have been made to feel welcome and
part of the congregational communi-
ty from the first day that I arrived.
People are engaging here, people are
responsive here, people like to com-
municate with me, and everyone is being very, kind.

“I also believe that (the Temple Shalom) community is a caring commu-
nity and, by caring community I mean we look out for one another. We
always have to stay on our toes regarding who has a special need, who is
hospitalized, who is sick, who is going through a difficult time – health
wise or economically. 

“I feel very blessed to be here and I’m very thankful to a colleague in
Toronto who served as a ‘shadchan’ (matchmaker) and helped to make it
happen for me here.

“The larger community – I am still continuing to get to know. I’ve spent
time at the Rady Centre, I’ve gotten to know some of the staff at the

Federation and I’ve
gotten to know the
director of the
Federation – and of
the Rady Centre. I’ve
been able to spend
some time at the Gray
Academy and spend
some time with the
students, staff and the
Head of School there.
On my next trip in
February I’ll be mak-
ing another visit there.

“I have visited the
Gwen Secter Centre
and that was a very
good experience. I
haven’t been to
Simkin (Centre) yet,
but I plan to go as
soon as I can. 

I asked Rabbi
Tepper whether he’s
had the opportunity to
meet any of the other
rabbis in Winnipeg.
He said that he’s had a
chance to meet Rabbi
Green, although he
hasn’t really had
much of an opportuni-
ty to spend much time
with him, saying
though “I know I bet-
ter hurry because he’s
departing Winnipeg
soon..”

Rabbi Tepper also
noted that he did share
a table with Rabbi
Maas at a Shavuot

dinner last spring, but he hasn’t met Rabbi Leibl yet. Rabbi Tepper also
mentioned that he met Rabbi Lander (the former rabbi at Etz Chayim, who
has now moved back to Toronto) before he left Winnipeg. 

It is “a challenge being here only once a month,” Rabbi Tepper acknowl-
edged, “although I try to make the most of it when I’m here.”

“I very much enjoy coming to Winnipeg,” Rabbi Tepper explained,
“because when I lived in the United States I lived in smaller cities” (as
mentioned in the introduction to this story). “I got spoiled living in small-
er communities…more people knew each other. Also, it goes without say-
ing that it’s more economically satisfying living in a smaller city; it’s easi-
er to drive. “

“You were a teacher in Toronto before you decided to become a rabbi,” I
noted. “How many years did you do that?”

“I did it for 15 years,” Rabbi Tepper answered. “I taught English and
drama, five years at a high school in Mississauga and ten years at another
in Brampton.”

“So, what led you to enter the rabbinate?” I wondered.
“I did not grow up Reform”, Rabbi Tepper explained. “I’m a convert to

Reform. I grew up in a more traditional home. I also grew up in a three-
generation home – my mom, my grandparents,
and my sister and me. My grandparents were very
devoted members of their Orthodox synagogue –
one block away from where we lived, and that
was the milieu in which I was raised.

“When I was in my twenties – in my late twen-
ties, I ‘wandered in the desert’. I very much
respected and felt affection for that with which I
was raised - traditional Judaism, but I was not

sure I wanted it for my life  as an adult and  when it came time for me to
start my own family.

“When I met my wife Deborah, who also came from a more traditional
background, we knew what we wanted and what we didn’t want. Together
we talked about it and thought about it – how we were going to raise our
son and so forth and, to cut to the chase, we found a home in Reform…the
style of worship, the manner of Jewish living, and the community we
became part of at Holy Blossom  Temple – this is where we wanted to be.

“So, I was teaching and Max, our son, came along, and we decided we
were going to join Holy Blossom and he was going to start in religious
school there and, the next thing I knew, my rabbis at Holy Blossom were
asking me to volunteer for things. They knew about my drama background,
so I was invited  to direct  theatrical productions there. I got asked to sup-
ply teach and to work at the Reform Jewish camp (Camp George, north of
Toronto). I went to a couple of retreats and some kind of transformation
was happening. My teaching career was very satisfying, my wife worked,
our son was in school, and we were at Holy Blossom…seven days a week
it seemed...yet…I took a chance and I wrote to Hebrew Union College –
Jewish Institute of Religion -  the Cincinnati campus, asking ‘Could you
send me some information?’ and less than a week later I received this beau-
tiful and informative colour pamphlet and a letter from the director of
admissions.

“I looked at these and it was all very exciting. But, I thought: ‘This is
ridiculous. I’ve got a home and a family. I can’t do this.’ I didn’t throw
them out; I put them into the back of the drawer of my desk. I didn’t look
at it again for almost a year and then another year went by – even more
involvement. I was talking to rabbis and sort of absorbing through a sort of
osmosis and one night, my family and I were sitting around our dining
room table in our house and I said: ‘Stay here for a second, I have to go
upstairs and get something.’

“I went upstairs, opened up the drawer, reached in the back, pulled the
letter and the pamphlet out, and came downstairs. I put it on the table.”

“But, you hadn’t mentioned this to your wife until then?” I wondered.
“I hadn’t given my wife a clue,” Rabbi Tepper answered. “I had kept it

very close to my chest. She knew that we were very involved in the
Temple, that I was getting a lot of satisfaction from everything, but she did-
n’t know that I was changing in the way that I was.

“So, I put the pamphlet on the table and I said, ‘This is what I want us to
do – and I want us to do it together. I’m not going to go to Israel by myself
for a year, I’m not moving to Cincinnati by myself. And right then and
there – this is one of those ‘Ripley Believe it or Not’ scenarios – my wife
and son said ‘yes’.”

(Rabbi Tepper explained that his wife Deborah had been working as an
accounting manager – also in a congregation – Temple Sinai in Toronto.)

“So this was quite a commitment,” I observed. “When exactly did this
conversation take place?”

“It was in 2001,” Rabbi Tepper said. “I decided that I would give myself
two more years of teaching, also two years of studying Hebrew (at the same
time) - and to undertake the  application process” (for Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of Religion). 

To be continued next issue.
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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Rabbi Tepper
Continued from page 1.

“When I met my wife Deborah, who also came
from a more traditional background, we knew
what we wanted and what we didn’t want.
Together we talked about it and thought about it
– how we were going to raise our son and so forth
and, to cut to the chase, we found a home in
Reform…



Manitoba.
Glogauer maintains that one of his most

crucial challenges as a chaplain will be, as
he said during his Attesting Ceremony, “pro-
viding support in such a diverse, interfaith,
multicultural setting such as the Canadian
Armed Forces, at the same time offering
spiritual care to Jewish members and their
families” posted to 17 Wing.

“I have been fortunate to have had experi-
ences in many diverse settings and am excit-
ed to meet different people of varying back-
grounds and engage them in an environment
of mutual respect and tolerance,” he added.

The wiry and athletic Glogauer and his
wife, Chaya, who has a PhD in clinical psy-
chology and is currently working at Sick Kids Children’s Hospital in
Toronto, have two daughters and a son, ages 24-14.

His parents immigrated to Calgary, Alberta over 40 years ago to escape
the oppressive apartheid regime, Glogauer writes in his 2016 book, Never
Give Up- A Journey From Class Clown to School Principal (Austin
Macauley Publishers Ltd. 370 pg. $21.95).

“The Young Arnie G. is popular in his first (non-Jewish) school, acting
the class clown and excelling at team sports,” says a precis on the back of
his book. “Latent anti-Semitism engenders in him feelings of being differ-
ent, inspiring him to seek purpose in Jewish community life. Drawn into a
career in teaching, he realizes that to promote ideas on education— nutur-
ing individuality, striving for personal excellence, innovation, cooperation
and sharing; he intends to become a school principal himself, to be a role
model embodying the core values of the institution. But to be principal of
an Orthodox school he had to be ordained a rabb first. In achieving his
ambition, Glogauer and his own young family embarked on a tortuous
odyssey across the continent....”

When it came time for his wife to take an internship as a psychologist,
“the family moved to Houston, Texas”, Glogauer, who has an undergradu-
ate degree in French Language and Mathematics from the University of
Calgary, said.

“I taught for a year in a Jewish school there, and that was a huge realiza-
tion that the only way I could change things in the Jewish school system
was as a rabbi,” he said. “So, after my wife completed the internship in
1996, we moved to Brooklyn, New York (1997) for me to study for

Rabbinical Ordination.”
It took him 18 months to attain his ordination at a Yeshiva (an

academy) at Chabad Lubavitch World Headquarters. 

In fact, Glogauer reveals that he received “a double ordination”—
in New York and in Israel.

“Then, I had two major opportunities in Las Vegas and in
Calgary,” Glogauer, who also has a PhD in Education and
Instructional Technology from Nova Southern University in
Florida, said. “Through a lot of soul searching, we chose Calgary. I
was principal at Akiva Academy. From there, I was recruited to
become principal of a larger school in Port Washington, Long
Island (NY).”

He was then recruited to be principal of a larger school in Sydney,
Australia.

“It’s a wonderful place from a lifestyle and environmental aspect,
but it was far from family,” said Glogauer, who has yet to do his
basic training. “That made it difficult because we’re from such a
close family. It was one of the reasons that led us to return to
Canada.”

He added that his wife and children are “extremely proud” that he
has chosen to join the CAF, and to use his skills to better the world around
us.

“My goal is to connect to as many of the service members as possible to
make a positive connection, and to support them in whatever role they need
me for,” Glogauer said.

“I’ve also had an opportunity to meet with some of the Jewish commu-
nity in Winnipeg. I hope to support their efforts and link up to the vibrant
Jewish infrastructure here.” 
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Rabbi Glogauer
Continued from page 1.

cessful bidder on a parcel of land adjacent
to the Simkin Centre in Winnipeg, and
that it has plans to build an independent

living facility there. As I said, I did hear that from a highly placed source
within the Simkin Centre, but I would like to obtain confirmation from
someone at Brightwater.”

We did hear back from Randall Corwin, who wrote:
“To answer your question, we have acquired the full 10.3 acre site for

development of senior housing. 
“Our master site plan is presently under review and will be completed

in the coming month. 
“At first pass, we expect to develop a total of 419 suites, which will be

constructed in three separate phases beginning with the most westerly
portion of the land beginning in the fall of this year. 

“The campus will include health care, similar to our Tuxedo project,
independent supportive living and senior apartments geared to individu-
als 55 plus. 

“The campus will allow us to provide distinctive design elements and
common areas specific to the full continuum of senior housing options.
We expect to have signage on-site in the coming months, which will lay
out a vision for the campus.”
Warm Regards
Randall Corwin, 
Chief Executive Officer/Principal

Rabbi Glogauer’s 
autobiography

Simkin Centre
(Continued from page 1.)

Israelis in Europe steer clear of Jewish 
community activities, study suggests

Ed. note: You could substitute Winnipeg for Europe
(JTA) – In a survey among hundreds of Israelis living in Europe, nearly

half said they do not participate in any degree in Jewish community life or
events.

Asked about their identity, 73 percent of Israelis in Europe described
themselves as secular and only 38 percent described themselves also as
Jewish in the survey, which was published Friday.

Many of the respondents said they refrained from taking part in Jewish
community events because the events are faith-centered.

The survey was conducted online last year by the International Centre for
Community Development of the American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee.

Almost two-thirds of the respondents (64 percent) said they were aware
of an organized andactive Israeli community in their area, but only 17 per-
cent said they participated in activities and events to a large or very large
degree.

JDC conducted the survey in partnership with the Machon Kehilot orga-
nization for Israelis living abroad.

The JDC-Kehilot survey was among the largest and most in-depth stud-
ies of Israelis in Europe. Community activists for years have struggled to
increase participation by Israelis in activities of Jewish communities, often
with otherwise dwindling memberships.

Britain, Germany and the Netherlands alone are believed to be home to
well over 100,000 Israelis.

A 2016 Pew study conducted in Israel found that 40 percent of Israelis
identify as secular. Most secular Jews in the Pew study said they see them-
selves as Israeli first and Jewish second,

Asked to indicate what could draw them to attend community activities,
68 percent of the Israelis who do not participate in Jewish community life
chose as their response: “activities for secular Jews.” Other answers
included cultural events (58 percent) and activities in Hebrew (56 percent).

Despite this relative reticence to partake in Jewish community events,
more than half of respondents expressed interest in attending events for
Hebrew speakers.



How many times have
you heard or read
about situations

where a parent has estab-
lished a lofty reputation in
some area of life and the
children of that parent are
unable to surpass the high
level of expectation their

parent has for them? You frequently hear:  “Well, he
certainly hasn’t lived up to his dad’s reputation.” Or,
“It’s a shame she never could reach the heights that her
mother set.”
That exact situation is what confronted Arthur Drache

as he set out to pursue a career in law. In front of him
was the formidable status of his famous father, lawyer
and community “macher” Samuel J. Drache. Even Sam
told his son long ago, when Arthur was thinking of
returning to Winnipeg to practice law, that it wasn’t such a great idea. 

“In Winnipeg, you’ve always been known as ‘Sam’s son’… not your own
man,” the father warned the son. He might have added “or son of Marjorie
Drache” ( Tadman) - a powerful force in the arts community in Winnipeg
for many years.

Arthur heeded that advice and now, some 40 years into his own practice
of law, Arthur’s reputation has eclipsed his father’s. Even if Sam were here,
he would be the first to admit that - and admit it happily. 

How did it all occur? In Arthur’s case, the path was a straight trajectory-
uphill, which he ascended rather speedily and easily. 

From Champlain to Queenston School, on to Robert H. Smith and final-
ly Gordon Bell High School were the beginning steps for Arthur. And then
he did what was most unusual at that time. He went away to college, as in
Brandeis University in Boston from 1957-1961 for his B.A. 

After a year working for the Liberal Party in Ottawa, he entered the
University of Toronto Law School, from where he graduated before going
on to Harvard for an L.LM. That is an impressive college record, but it
pales in comparison to the career that followed.  

After teaching for several years at Queen’s
University in the Faculty of Law in Kingston, Ontario,
Arthur and his family, including four children, moved
to Ottawa where he joined the Government of Canada
Tax Branch. It was there he honed his skills and
learned how the “other side” operates. It was with the
government as Chief of the Personal Income Tax
Section for the Federal Department of Finance that
Arthur Drache wrote most of the tax law applicable to
charities. Yet, even with this preparation, who could
have expected that, after his teaching time ended,
Arthur Drache would establish himself as one of
Canada’s foremost tax attorneys in Canada specializing
in the fields of Charity Law, Estates and Tax Planning? 

The space allotted to this article does not allow for an
enumeration for all the committees on which Arthur
has sat in the areas of taxation, particularly as related to
arts and artists. Nor is there room to recount the cases

he has had with the Tax Court of Canada, the Federal Court of Appeal, also
the Supreme Court of Canada. 

In addition, Arthur is well known as the editor of the publication
Canadian Taxpayer, a newsletter which is published every two weeks. He
has also written 12 books, aimed at both the professional and lay reader.
Perhaps that is Arthur’s greatest talent: taking complex subjects and mak-
ing them understandable to the lay reader. Of course, for anybody who has
read the Financial Post, he was a regular contributor to that paper, later the
National Post (1600 articles for those publications). No doubt he devel-
oped his writing skills right at Queenston School. 

Or what about his time on the lecture circuit speaking to groups all over
the country as well as abroad. With all of these seminars and speeches,
none gives Arthur as much satisfaction as those occasions when he returns
to Winnipeg to present on subjects related to tax and charity. Over the years
he has been invited to do so frequently. Arthur even admits that his affec-
tion for the city and indeed the province of Manitoba carries over to the
extent of still rooting for the Bombers, Jets and any team carrying the bison
on the curling rink.  

Not surprisingly, Arthur Drache has been honoured many times by vari-
ous organizations - too many to enumerate. Surely two of the more presti-
gious awards given to Arthur were the Order of Canada, in 2004, and the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal, in 2012. When he looks back on his life
though, he can reflect that he started in Winnipeg’s north end, (Where
else?), spent a large part of his growing-up years on Montrose Street, and
then established a reputation across the country that can make any
Winnipegger proud. I think Sam Drache would agree: “The son has indeed
surpassed the father.”

Ed. footnote: My own connection with Arthur Drache came in August
2014 when I was researching a story about an alleged Nazi war criminal by
the name of Alexander Laak, who was found hanged in his St. James
garage in 1960. According to a book titled Forged in Fury, Laak had been
forced to hang himself by a Jewish “avenger” by the name of Arnie Berg,
who had allegedly been responsible for the execution of several Nazi war
criminals hiding in South America.

It’s an incredible story - but here’s Arthur Drache’s connection to it, as I
reported in that 2014 story: “In 1960 Drache was working as a reporter for
the Free Press. Drache told me, during a phone conversation, that he was
a student at Brandeis University at the time.

“Drache says that his assignment editor had received a tip that Laak was
living in Winnipeg. According to Drache, it came from a Russian source.
The Estonian community in Winnipeg was quite small at the time, Drache
said, and it was an easy matter for him to track Laak down.

“He told me that he and another reporter went to Laak’s house in St.
James and spent some time speaking with him. According to Drache, Laak
downplayed the role he had played in the Jägala camp in Estonia, describ-
ing his duties as akin to being ‘the warden of Stony Mountain’, in Drache’s
words.

“Drache did go on to write about Laak, but without revealing his true
name. Drache said to me that he found the notion that a Jewish agent work-
ing for an Israeli “avenger” team tracked Laak down and forced him to
commit suicide was highly implausible.

“But, I suggested to him, the same information that had been given to the
Free Press, presumably by Russian authorities, might also have been given
to the Israelis.

“Drache did concede that point. He went on to say that immediately after
he wrote his story about Laak, which was in late August 1960, he drove to
Boston to resume his studies at Brandeis. On the way he happened to pick
up a copy of the New York Times, which published a major story about the
suicide of Alexander Laak but, as was the case with the Free Press story
about the suicide, the NY Times story did not reveal Laak’s true name.

“At the end of our conversation, Drache wryly insisted that he is still of
‘copus mentis’ (sound mind), although, he noted self-effacingly, he can
recall events that happened in 1960 much better than what happened yes-
terday.”
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Gerry Posner

Arthur Drache: his reputation has surpassed his famous father’s

By

GERRY POSNER

ARTHUR DRACHE
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Comment/Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School
Endowment Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching
Fellow, University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Modern secular Jewish literature in Hebrew and Yiddish come

from the same place, addresses the same audience, and write about
Jews. Jewish literature by writers of Jewish decent, written in non
Jewish languages and not about Jews poses a question: is this popu-
lar literature Jewish? I think it is. Instead of talking about Judaism
and Jews this literature has a sense of Jewishness that is
vague,ambivalent, yet very powerful and extremely Jewish. 

Israeli “occupation” of Palestinians
purely Palestinian propaganda

By MYRON LOVE

Ifail to understand how so many people in our society can’t see the
obvious when it comes to the current Israeli-Palestinian situation. I
keep hearing that if there is not a settlement to the conflict soon,

the result will be a one-state solution, which would mean the end of
Israel as a Jewish and democratic state. 

This makes no sense to me. The fact that there are currently not one
– but two mutually hostile self-governing Palestinian states (three, if
you include Jordan which was once part of greater Palestine and most
of whose citizens are Palestinian) in the area, in addition to Israel,
should be self-evident.

While the Hamas Palestinian state in Gaza is officially recognized
by few, the Palestinian Authority which governs the great majority of
Palestinian Arabs on the West Bank is recognized by almost every
country in the world – including Israel.

The only issues that should be up for discussion between Israel and
its Palestinian neighbour states are final borders and sharing of
resources (of which for the latter there are currently agreements in
place). 

So how would it be possible for the three states to become one state
should those negotiations (currently non-existent because the
Palestinians consistently refuse to negotiate) not bear fruit in the near
future? (I would add that that hand-wringing over the one-state sce-
nario has been going on for two decades or more.) 

The only way that the three states become one state would be if
Israel sent in the army to re-occupy the two Palestinian states and dis-
solved their elected governments. That is obviously not going to hap-
pen. That Israel has no interest in re-occupying the two neighbouring
states should also be self-evident as the Jewish state is militarily
strong enough that Israel could have done that at any time since the
Oslo Accords were signed in 1994.

Also, the leadership of the two Palestinian States has repeatedly
made it clear that they seek the destruction of the Jewish State. That is
also not going to happen as long as Israel remains militarily and eco-
nomically strong.

Then there are those who argue that Israel should give all the
Palestinians Israeli citizenship. To me, that makes as much sense as
demanding that the American government give all Canadians
American citizenship. The Arabs living in Israel proper are Israeli cit-
izens. The Palestinians living in the West Back and Gaza are citizens
of those politically independent entities. They are not clamouring for
Israeli citizenship or to live under Israeli rule. So why should Israel
give them Israeli citizenship?

But the “occupation”, you may say.
Well, Hamas leaders, to their credit, have always been perfectly

clear that they consider all of Israel to be “occupied territory” because
it is not a Muslim-majority country.

The PA’s President Abbas shares that belief but, in English, he
obfuscates. 

In a real occupation situation – take Tibet as an example – the native
leadership lives in exile or in hiding. In Gaza and the West Bank, the
leadership lives openly in their own residences. 

In Tibet, no one is allowed to openly criticize China, the occupying
power. In Gaza and the PA areas, Israel and Jews are criticized and
smeared openly and frequently in the vilest terms. Local Palestinians
are only arrested – by Palestinian police – should they criticize the
Hamas or PA leadership.

In Tibet, there are no armed native Tibetan forces. In Gaza and the
West Bank there are tens of thousands of armed Palestinians – with
those in Gaza able to fire missiles into Israel proper.

As well, Abbas lies regularly and openly – and he puts some real
whoppers out there.

He claims that there is no Jewish connection to the land of Israel.
He claims – without even trying to offer any historical proof – that

the Palestinians are descendants of the Canaanites and the Philistines.
He claims that the Palestinians created the alphabet.
He claims that Jesus was a Palestinian and that Mohammed, the

Arabian founder of Islam, was a Palestinian.
I won’t even get into the outright anti-Semitic fantasies that Abbas

has also thrown out there.
Suffice to say that anyone who believes the above is a fool or really

uneducated.
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Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival 
Film Festival Associate 

 
Part-Time/Term-Position 

 
The Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival celebrates the richness of the Jewish experience through film. The Festival 
is seeking an organized, detail-oriented self-starter who has a passion for the film industry. Working closely with the Festival 
Director, the Festival Associate will be responsible for Pre-Festival, Festival and Post-Festival planning and arrangements.   

Responsibilities: 
• Research films and request screeners from filmmakers and distributors 
• Assist  with program development (Talk Balks, Panel Discussions, ) 

• Develop and coordinate Festival Jury Competitions ( Emerging Filmmakers, Shorts and Student Competitions) 
• Coordinate Special Events 
• Identify venues, oversee production/technical requirements 
• Outreach to schools/Organize student screenings 
• Assist with public relations, follow up with media as needed 
• Promote our events and engage with our filmgoers on our social media platforms  
 

Qualifications 
• Able to work independently 
• Strong oral and written communication skills 
• Strong organizational skills and attention to detail 
• Microsoft Office/Excel experience 
• Available for evening and weekend events  
• Strong interest in the arts and/or non-profit administration.  
• Film experience preferred  

This is a term-position from March to June 22, 2018. Hours are part-time; approximately 18 hours per week with the demand 
higher pre and during the Festival. Interested individuals are invited to submit their resumes with salary expectations by 

February 21, 2018 to: 

 
Assistant Executive Director  
Rose and Max Rady Jewish Community Centre 
B100-123 Doncaster Street       
Winnipeg, MB R3N 2B3 
Fax: (204) 477-7530 
Email: tbarr@radyjcc.com 
We thank all applicants who apply; however only those selected for further consideration will be contacted.   
 

 

Rady JCC’s Music ‘N’ Mavens,
Winnipeg’s foremost 

concert and speaker series, 
brings lots to offer in February!
The Rady JCC has had a great opening of the city’s premier winter

daytime concert and speaker series. Producer Karla Berbrayer‘s pro-
gram continues to entertain and stimulate with topical discussions and
gorgeous music, presented by some of Manitoba’s top musical talents.

On Thursday, February 1, Sarah Elvins will speak about Betty
Crocker, Cheez Whiz, and the Promises of Modernity: Advertising
and Convenience Foods in the 1940s and 1950s. Sarah is Associate
Professor of History at the University of Manitoba, specializing in
American History. Her research explores consumption, retailing, food,
and culture in the modern USA. 

Tuesday, February 6, Desiree Abbey will present Cellolution!
Tracing the Evolution of the Solo Cello Repertoire. Together with
accomplished pianist Madeline Hildebrand, this program will pro-
vide a delightful sampling of solo cello works from Bach to the pre-
sent.

On Thursday, February 8, Danny Blair will engage us with Dear
Donald: Climate Change is Not a Hoax. A Professor of Geography at
the University of Winnipeg, and Director of Science for its Prairie
Climate Centre, Danny’s current research projects include an assess-
ment of the potential for trans-boundary conflicts in a changing Prairie
climate. 

Tuesday, February 13, Susan Moffatt will address: Before there
was eBay there was…The Bay. From its impressive architecture to the
Aladdin’s cave variety of its contents, the Hudson’s Bay Company was
one of Winnipeg’s well-known landmarks. A discussion of two
Winnipeg icons, the Bay and it’s former neighbour, the Winnipeg
Auditorium, from their origins to the present day. 

Music ‘N’ Mavens offers a whole lot more, right through to March
22nd. Purchase a mini Concert Pass for a gift or treat yourself. Music
‘N’ Mavens provides transportation for a nominal fee, by advance reg-
istration. Call 204 477 7510 for more information. Attendance at
Music ‘N’ Mavens is not a luxury- it is a necessity during Winnipeg’s
winter season!

Community news

Trump to Netanyahu: Palestinians ‘dis-
respected’ Pence and stand to lose aid

(JTA) – President Donald Trump said Palestinians
disrespected Vice President Mike Pence when they
snubbed him this week and threatened to cut off
assistance to the Palestinians unless they returned to
the negotiating table.

“When they disrespected us a week ago by not
allowing our great vice president to see them and we
give them hundreds of millions of dollars in aid and
support, tremendous numbers, numbers that nobody
understands, that money’s on the table, that money’s
not going to them unless they sit down and negotiate
peace,” Trump said Thursday at a meeting with
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at the
World Economic Summit in Davos, Switzerland.

Palestinians declined to meet with Pence during his
visit to the region, blaming Trump’s decision last
month to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.
Trump has since threatened to cut all funding to the
Palestinians, and in recent weeks, the administration
froze $65 million in U.S. funding for UNRWA, the
organization that delivers relief to Palestinian
refugees and their descendants. It is allowing anoth-
er $60 million to go through.

Trump suggested that should negotiations resume,
Netanyahu would have to come up with concessions.
“You win one point,” Trump said, looking at
Netanyahu and apparently referring to his recogni-
tion of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, “and you’ll give
up some points later on in the negotiation if it ever
takes place. I don’t know that it ever will take place.”
He also said he believed Israel wanted to negotiate
peace.

“I can tell you that Israel does want to make peace
and they’re [the Palestinians] going to have to want
to make peace too or we’re going to have nothing to
do with it any longer,” he said.
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Israel Pavilion-Shalom Square
Invites Applicants for 

Youth & Adult 
Ambassador Positions

The Rady JCC is pleased to announce that the Israel Pavilion-
Shalom Square will be participating in Winnipeg’s annual multi-cul-
tural celebration Folklorama from Sunday, August 5 to Saturday,
August 18. 

This is a wonderful celebration of Israel, where we get the opportu-
nity to showcase and highlight Israel’s contributions to the world. The
Israel Pavilion-Shalom Square 2018 will run during the week of
August 5 to August 11.

Don’t miss the chance to experience the action as an insider! The
Israel Pavilion is inviting candidates to apply for the positions of Adult
and Youth Ambassadors. 

We are looking for enthusiastic and energetic individuals who would
enjoy sharing our culture with other people. Not only do ambassdors
spend the week at Shalom Square welcoming visitors and guests, they
also represent the community and promote Israel at events during the
summer and at the other pavilions. 

Youth applicants must be between 14 and 17 years old as of May 1,
2018 and Adult Ambassdors must be at least 18 years old by May 1,
2018. 

Applications can be found on-line at www.radyjcc.com or at the
Rady JCC Membership Services Desk.

Application deadline is March 19, 2018. For more information con-
tact Cynthia Fidel at cfidel@radyjcc.com 

By MYRON LOVE

For former Winnipeg-
ger and Gray
Academy student

Alma Sifrin, going to high
school in Israel was – in the
words of her mother, Aida,
“the best experience of her
life”.

Thus far, Alma is the only
Winnipegger to have opted
to do her high schooling in
Winnipeg under the aegis of
the Naale Elite Academy
program. 

Last week, two represen-
tatives of the program were
in Winnipeg to meet with
Jewish parents and students
who might also be interest-
ed in participating in the Israeli program.

“This is our first time in Winnipeg,” says Chaim Meyers, Naale Elite’s
Director of Western World Region. (Aida Sifrim learned about the program
from former Grey Academy Judaic Studies co-ordinator Shaul
Wachsstock.) 

“While most of our Canadian students come from Toronto and Montreal,
we are trying to reach out to smaller communities.”

Meyers was accompanied by Tiki Levgoren, the Hamilton-based region-
al manager for Canada. Levgoren’s daughter, Roni, is a graduate of the pro-
gram.

“I was so impressed by Roni’s experience that I wanted to become part
of the organization,” she says. “Roni’s experience exceeded our expecta-
tions. As a representative for Canada as well as a mom, I had an opportu-
nity to learn a lot about the Naale Elite program.”

Meyers reports that Naale Elite was co-founded 26 years ago by Israel’s
Ministry of Education and the Jewish Agency. Over the years, 17,000 stu-
dents from 45 countries have participated.

“Currently, we have 1,900 students participating,” he points out.

Naale Elite is a full scholarship program for high school students after
which the students are eligible to attend university in Israel. Meyers notes
that students have 26 high schools throughout Israel from which to choose.
Eight of the schools are for students from English-speaking countries.
Three are co-education, three modern Orthodox and the other two are
Chabad schools for girls.

“The families choose which school they feel would be most suitable,” he
says.

He adds that there is also one school specializing in science and math,
which is affiliated with the Technion. Graduates of that high school are eli-
gible to attend the Technion all expenses paid – including room and board,
tuition, meals, medical coverage and a travel allowance. 

Meyers explains that students who are accepted into the Naale Elite pro-
gram have to be academically suitable and undergo a full day of meetings
with psychologists and other professionals to ensure they are mature
enough to handle being far away from home.

Alma Sifrin enrolled in the Naale Elite program at the Mosenson Youth
Village in Hod Hasharon, which is just to the northeast of Tel Aviv. She
started in Grade 11 in the English program, her mother says, and, by the
end of her first year, had progressed to the full Hebrew program. 

Following graduation, she did her army duty, then enrolled in
Psychology at university in Israel. She graduated last June.

Meyers notes that
he and Levgoren pre-
pared the ground-
work for their first
visit to Winnipeg
through social media,
the Rady JCC and the
Adas Yeshurun-
Herzlia congregation. 

“We had some
interest in
Winnipeg,” he says.
“Hopefully, next time
we come, we will
have an open house
program.”

Naale Elite academy offers foreign students
high school experience in Israel

Tiki Levgoren and Chaim Meyers 
in Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia library
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Joanne Seiff

Recently, I’ve been thinking about vaccina-
tion. My household has had a spate of ill-
ness. Despite having the flu vaccine, I

ended up getting the flu, and it progressed to
pneumonia. One of my kids came down with
what appears to have been mumps – even though
we are fully vaccinated against it. How does this
happen?

In the case of the flu vaccine, every year the
vaccine makers take informed guesses about which strains will be most
prevalent. This year, it turns out the vaccine didn’t adequately “cover” the
strains of flu that are worst in our community. It doesn’t mean you skip the
vaccine –  it just means some years, you are luckier than others. This year,
after a long time without dealing with the flu, I was unlucky.

My kid was also unlucky. The mumps vaccine is 88% effective in a vac-
cinated population. There are also occasionally dud vaccines, or strains of
mumps that aren’t well covered by the vaccine. We continued to be unlucky
because it took a long time to find out lab results – in both cases. I had an
x-ray on a Thursday morning, but no one told me I had pneumonia until
Monday afternoon. My kid was home from the emergency room for six
days before someone told us his lab results. These tests don’t take that long
to do – we should have known more about these serious illnesses...much
sooner.

About a year ago, I wrote about the Torah portion “Yitro”, (Exodus
18:1–20:23) and about the “leadership freylekh.” In this portion, Jethro,
Moses’ father-in-law, encourages him to delegate leadership so he doesn’t
have to do it all himself. I approached things from the point of view of lead-
ers. However, most of us don’t have to lead much or at all. Many of us
instead have to be good worker bees, willing to participate and do our part.

This is an essential part of being a Jewish person, and a good communi-
ty member. Many times, our only obligation is to show up. If we get up
early to attend a minyan, or go to a shiva house, we’re showing up and
doing our part even if we never lead a thing. If you’re not into prayer, that
doesn’t really matter. Sometimes showing up means helping out an older
community member who needs assistance, donating to the food bank, or
crossing the parking lot to say hello to someone who looks lonely. This
isn’t becoming prime minister but just part of being a caring community.

Vaccination is like this. We might not be at risk for a particular illness,
like flu, but the more people who get vaccinated and practice good hygiene,
the better. If there is a “herd immunity” through vaccination, no one per-
son’s immune system has to fight off the outbreak because there aren’t any
outbreaks. The less we immunize, or even wash hands, the more illness we
spread.

Reporting lab results promptly, as I mentioned earlier, is also not a sign
of leadership. It’s the sort of obvious obligation that Jewish tradition tells

us is part of being a mensch, an upstanding person. If every individual in
health care does that part of their job quickly? It saves lives. Thank good-
ness I didn’t keel over or die while I had untreated pneumonia–but a lot of
people do.

Sometimes the role of leader is crucial, but there also has to be a group
of people willing to hear what must be done. Also in the portion “Yitro”,
G-d speaks to Moses and to all the people at once. They all hear the Ten
Commandments together in “Exodus” 20:1-14. Rabbi Ana Bonnheim’s
commentary on this portion uses the phrase “Radical Inclusion.” Moses
prepares the people to hear from the Almighty, and they all receive this rev-
elation together–each in his or her own way. Rabbi Bonnheim reminds us
that inclusivity, this frequent repetition of “ha-am,” the people, is essential
to Jewish tradition. No one owns Judaism; we all own it.

This reminds of something I saw as a child, visiting relatives in France.
In some towns, there are these very old clocks. They sound each hour, but
often do much more. The astronomical clock inside of Notre-Dame de
Strasbourg was amazing to see. It has all sorts of moving elements that
show Christian religious symbols, as well as the sun and the moon and a
cock that crows three times. Tourists would gather to watch the clock do its
thing. My extended family had a home in Benfeld, outside of Strasbourg.
Benfeld also had a clock with moving figures, too, but there wasn’t a crowd
watching, just us. The most interesting thing about these clocks, in my rec-
ollection, was watching all the cogs turn and whir as they made things hap-
pen.

My mother’s father liked to tinker with clocks and watches as a hobby,
so as a kid, I understood the value of each piece, working together, to do
this magical, historical time-keeping. In the same way as a clock’s clogs,
we work together to keep the Ten Commandments, to set boundaries and
create workable communities. It’s essential that we each do our part, or else
the thing won’t go. Whether it’s a vaccine or an enormous clock chiming
on a town square, we’re part of something bigger. Yes, as Jethro told
Moses, it’s important to delegate – but it’s just as important for all of us to
show up and do our part.

Sometimes your Jewish role is showing up for minyan or to help some-
one less fortunate. Maybe it’s getting vaccinated, or telling someone else
important information about their health or well-being. It’s ok to be an
upstanding cog; our community and world wouldn’t work properly without
all the cogs turning together. If we don’t include everyone, we aren’t prac-
tising the kind of radical inclusion that G-d intended. 

Joanne Seiff writes regularly for CBC-Manitoba as well as for Jewish
publications like this one. She’s the author of three books, including one
about the Winnipeg Jewish Community– From the Outside In: Jewish Post
Columns 2015-2016. This paperback column collection is available at
McNally-Robinson and online at Amazon in hard copy and digital down-
load. Read more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.

It takes everybody: Cogs in Clocks

By

JOANNE SEIFF



By DON PLANT (special to The Jewish Post & News)
When the founders of Kelowna’s fledgling Jewish community decided to

open a building, they couldn’t call it a synagogue.
The B.C government of the day would contribute a third of the construc-

tion costs toward a community centre but nothing if it were a church or syn-
agogue. So a small group of dedicated volunteers named it the Okanagan
Jewish Community Centre and got the funding. 

Today the building (also known as the Beth Shalom Synagogue) features
a sanctuary alongside a large kitchen, library and daycare. Twenty-five
years after its dedication in the heart of B.C.’s picturesque Okanagan
Valley, a dozen original members and 50 supporters celebrated the mile-
stone with Israeli dancing, humour and heartwarming stories. 

Steven Finkleman, who led the event, reminisced about how a few retired
couples kept the Jewish religion “alive in these boonies” by getting togeth-
er at various houses. Members continued to gather regularly for services
without a home after they formalized their community at an inaugural
meeting in 1983.

“We met at St. Michael’s Anglican Church. For us it was St. Moishe’s,”
said Finkleman, who grew up in Winnipeg. “The question wasn’t, ‘Do we
need a building?’ It was ‘If someone dies, where do we put them?’ So a
cemetery was most important.”

As more Jews moved into the Valley, momentum grew. Newcomer Mel
Kotler, a businessman from Montreal who ran the Western division of
Fabricland, helped launch the community’s first cemetery drive. The com-
mittee bought pews, bimah artifacts and an ark from a synagogue that
closed in Moose Jaw, Sask. Members contracted Emil Klein, a retired rabbi
living in nearby Winfield, to lead services in houses and at St. Moishe’s. 

Soon they picked out a burial site overlooking a lake north of Kelowna,
making it the only Jewish cemetery between Vancouver and Calgary. After
shifting focus to establishing a centre, lawyer Robert Levin met with devel-
opers of a new subdivision in Kelowna’s North Glenmore area to negotiate
a location. They agreed the Jewish community would put in a daycare to
serve the area as part of the deal. 

Plans were drawn up for a $400,000 building, and a successful fundrais-
ing dinner followed. Once built, two former members of the Moose Jaw
synagogue helped carry in two Torahs for the dedication in October 1992.
More than 300 people attended the ceremony, which included a six-foot
challah. Among the dignitaries were B.C.’s former premier Dave Barrett,
MLA Cliff Serwa and B.C. Liberal Leader Gordon Wilson.

Today about 60 families with Orthodox, Conservative and Reform back-
grounds support the centre. Visiting rabbis and cantors lead services, and
children learn about Judaism at Hebrew School. Rabbi Shaul Osadchey
and Cantor Russ Jayne of Calgary’s Beth Tzedec congregation currently
travel to Kelowna four times a year for Jewish holidays.

“They have the skill set we don’t have,” said OJC president Mondy
Challmie. “When people have questions of a religious nature that we’re
unable to answer, we encourage them to email or call Rabbi Osadchey.”

To celebrate the 25th anniversary, Cantor Russ sang a Hebrew-English
version of Leonard Cohen’s Hallelujah. Israeli dancers who’ve practised
every week for 14 years at the centre performed. MP Stephen Fuhr and

Kelowna Councillor Mohini Singh gave speeches. And everyone shared a
nosh, a slideshow and plenty of laughs.

As the party wound down and people folded up the chairs, Finkleman
reflected on the biggest challenge for this tight-knit but tiny congregation.

“Generating interest, support and commitment in a small community –
distant from a major Jewish centre – was difficult. It still is a challenge, but
when the building opened it served as a focal point for recent arrivals in the
Okanagan.

“We were very honoured to have some of the original members present.
We miss those who are no longer with us.” 

Okanagan Jewish community celebrates 25th anniversary of community centre
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Former Winnipegger Steven Finkleman (the tall guy) leads others in
celebration at Okanagan Jewish Community Centre in Kelowna

Democratic-Republican split on Israel is
the widest in 40 years, poll finds

WASHINGTON (JTA) – The gap between how Republicans and
Democrats view Israel is widening, a Pew Research Center poll found.

The poll posted Tuesday showed 79 percent of Republicans sympathize
with Israel over the Palestinians whereas 27 percent of Democrats sym-
pathize with Israel over the Palestinians. Pew said this was the widest
divide since 1978. The poll showed that 42 percent of Independents sym-
pathize with Israel more than Palestinians.

The drop among Democrats was especially sharp in recent years; in
April 2016, 43 percent of Democrats said they were likelier to sympa-
thize with Israel. The rise among Republicans has also been sharp since
2001: In that year, 50 percent of Republicans said they sympathize more
with Israel.

This year’s poll showed 6 percent of Republicans sympathize with
Palestinians more and 25 percent of Democrats sympathize with the
Palestinians more. Overall, 46 percent of Americans sympathize more
with Israel, about the same amount it has been since 1978.

Differences were also sharp in how the respondents view Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Among Republicans, 52 percent view the
Israeli leader favorably and 15 percent view him unfavorably. Among
Democrats, it was 18 percent favorable and 39 percent unfavorable. With
Independents, it was 31 percent favorable and 28 percent unfavorable.

Netanyahu openly clashed with President Barack Obama, a Democrat,
and has warmly welcomed the presidency of Donald Trump, a
Republican.

The telephone poll reached 1,503 adults between Jan. 10 and 15. The
margins of error were 2.9 percentage points overall, 5.7 points for
Republicans, 5.1 points for Democrats and 5 points for Independents.
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Books

City on a Hilltop -
American Jews and 
the Israeli Settler Movement
By Sara Yael Hirschhorn
Harvard University Press,
Cambridge, MA
350 pages
Published 2017

Reviewed by JOSEPH LEVEN

City on a Hilltop, published in
2017, was released on the
50th anniversary of the Six

Day War of 1967 and the conse-
quent passage of large amounts of
territory from Jordan, Syria and
Egypt into Israeli hands. The sub-
ject of the book is the role of
American Jews in establishing the Jewish settlements that arose over the
following decades in those territories.

Sara Yael Hirschhorn is a lecturer who teaches at Oxford University. She
has written an interesting hybrid of a book, a cross between an academic
publication and a popular work. Sections of City on a Hilltop are almost
inaccessible to the lay reader, filled with scholarly jargon and concepts. A
few examples: “Recognizing the cognitive dissonance after almost two
decades in the settlements, they were confronted with a choice: to reify or
to readjust ideology to realities on the ground.” Or: “Yet perhaps this
group...can help illuminate the instrumentalization of rights discourses in
international perspective.” The endnotes, bibliography and index alone run
to over 100 pages.

Most of the work, though, is well written in plain English.
Hirschhorn examines three settlements in particular, all of which were

founded in whole or in part by American Jews. They are the now aban-
doned town of Yamit in the northern Sinai, established in 1975 and demol-
ished and abandoned when the Sinai was returned in its entirety to Egypt
in 1982 according to the Israel-Egypt peace accord of 1979; the flourishing
town of Efrat in the Gush Etzion bloc just south of Jerusalem established
in the early 1980s; and the settlement of Tekoa, perched on the edge of the
Judean desert, established in 1975.

To quote the fly jacket, Hirschhorn shows “that the 1960s generation who
moved to the occupied territories were not messianic zealots or right-wing
extremists but idealists engaged in liberal causes.” By personalizing these
chapters through following key individuals over the course of the years,
Hirschhorn illustrates where these people came from ideologically and
how, in many cases, their ideologies changed when confronted with the
harsh realities of life in the settlements.

Starting with Yamit, we are introduced to the American cantor Chaim
Feifel. He was living in Cincinnati when, in the wake of the Six Day War,
he and his wife Sarah made the decision to immigrate to Israel. Working
with the Israel Aliya Office in New York, the Feifels began to organize a
Garin or core group of what would become Yamit.

The tale of the Feifels’ dealings with the Israeli immigration bureaucracy
is exactly what you would expect to hear. Runarounds, duplicity, back-
tracking, vague assurances, manipulation, coupled with the occasional tiny
step forward – this was the Feifels’ experience, the experience of the other
Americans in the Garin and the experience of all the other Americans pro-
filed in the book. Immigration to a new country and a pioneering life was
hard enough. A crash course in navigating the notorious Israeli bureaucra-
cy made it doubly hard.

After much struggle, 34 American couples, two singles and 24 children
did indeed settle in Yamit. Yamit was short-lived though. The problems of
life there were  typical immigrant problems, such as learning a new lan-
guage and finding employment, in addition to the challenges of building a
new settlement and developing the services that a community needs. The
Israeli-Arab conflict was at most a minor concern.

Efrat and Tekoa were very different than Yamit, although each was estab-
lished in part by an idealistic American Garin. The central figure in the
founding of Efrat was the charismatic spiritual leader, Rabbi Shlomo
Riskin.

Rabbi Riskin was the modern Orthodox leader of the Lincoln Square
Synagogue in New York City. He was a dynamic rabbi, building his con-
gregation into the largest modern Orthodox synagogue in New York City.
Despite his U.S. success, Riskin longed to move to Israel. Introduced to
Israeli Moshe Moskowitz, Riskin and Moskowitz partnered to establish
Efrat in Gush Etzion. Riskin’s role was to build a Garin of American Jews
prepared to immigrate. In 1983, 34 couples, one single and 51 children left
the United States to found Efrat.

Hirschhorn spends most of her chapter on Efrat describing its growth and
success, but she eventually gets to the question of its relationship to the sur-
rounding Palestinian villages. Initially Riskin and others reached out to the
Palestinians. They shopped in Palestinian markets, engaged in charitable
projects in their villages and got to know their neighbours. This was in

accord with their lib-
eral American values.

However, in the
wake of the two
Palestinian intifadas,
attitudes changed.
There were violent
incidents, illegal land
seizures by the Jews
and a complete sepa-
ration between Jew
and Arab developed.
Liberal values were
discarded in the face
of the realities of life
in the territories.

If Yamit was a pure-
ly Jewish story, and
while Efrat came to be
part of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict
only over time, Tekoa
is a story of continu-
ous conflict from Day
1.

Born as an outpost
of squatters on the
edge of the desert,
Tekoa was a highly
ideological settle-

ment. Tekoa was built on land claimed by neighbouring Palestinians and
acts of violence against the settlers have been numerous and frequent.
Several residents have been murdered and residents have been active in the
price-tag revenge movement. Whatever goodwill existed toward the
Palestinians 30 years ago is long gone.

Three settlements, three different stories, all of them well told. For the
reader interested in the ongoing story of the State of Israel - something a
little bit different. Skip the sections of academic jargon, and you will learn
something new by reading City on a Hilltop.

American Jews played key roles in building of settlements

SARA YAEL HIRSCHHORN

European Parliament questions Iranian 
lawmakers about Holocaust denial, terrorism

(JTA) – European Parliament members questioned a visiting group of
Iranian parliamentarians about Iranian leaders’ Holocaust denial state-
ments and threats.

Jewish groups and Israeli politicians had criticized the European
Union’s parliament for hosting Alaeddin Boroujerdi, who chairs the
Committee for Foreign Policy and National Security of Iran’s parliament,
and his delegation for a two-day visit to the parliament in Brussels.

The chairman of the European Parliament’s Foreign Affairs
Committee, David McAllister, opened the session on Tuesday with harsh
criticism for the guests. McAllister, of the center-right German Christian-
Democrat Party specifically challenged Iran’s human rights violations
and demanded answers about last week’s reported police raids in
Germany on suspected Iranian agents believed to have targeted Israeli
and Jewish sites.

“I’m from Germany,” said McAllister. “The media reported that the
suspects are accused of spying on possible Israeli and/or Jewish terror
attack targets, including Jewish kindergartens. This would be highly dis-
turbing.“

Daniel Schwammenthal, director of the American Jewish Committee’s
Transatlantic Institute, praised parliament members for their questions
for the Iranians.

“Mr. McAllister and several of his colleagues who also harshly criti-
cized the regime – in particular on its threats to Israel, support for terror-
ism, and Holocaust denial – conveyed the crucial message to Tehran that
the European Union will not tolerate the regime’s nefarious and criminal
behavior,” Schwammenthal said. “All too often, EU leaders fail to do just
that – to publicly confront Iran. Predictably, this has only served to
embolden Iran’s aggression.”

Boroujerdi repeatedly failed to answer questions about the alleged
Iranian terror plots in Germany and Holocaust denial. He did, however,
tell the European Parliament that “we (Iran) do not accept the Zionist
regime,” according to the AJC.

On Wednesday, Boroujerdi is scheduled to participate in a seminar
about bilateral Iran-EU relations.

In a letter to the president of the European Parliament prior to the
Iranian delegation’s visit, the Anti-Defamation League called the invita-
tion to a senior member of the Iranian regime to speak in Brussels trou-
bling, given his history of promoting terrorism and past participation in a
conference in Tehran in 2014 promoting Holocaust deniers.



By 
BERNIE BELLAN

Readers may
recall a terrible
incident of van-

dalism that occurred
in the Hebrew Sick
Benefit Cemetery
almost four years ago,
when 20 headstones
were knocked down
sometime over the
weekend of May 10-
11, 2014.

At the time a large
number of volunteers
– from Etz Chayim
Synagogue, members
of the general com-
munity, and certain
memorialist compa-
nies, offered to help in
the restoration of the
toppled headstones.

Nineteen of the
stones were able to be
restored on the spot,
but one stone that was
too badly damaged
was removed by a
team from Everlasting
Memorials, headed by
co-owner Matthew
From, and taken to the
company’s West St.
Paul location for
repair – all at no
charge.

The owners of
E v e r l a s t i n g
Memorials are now
proud to announce
that they have now
moved into much
larger quarters just a
stone’s throw from
what has been their
home the past 10
years in West St. Paul
Their new location is
situated in what was
previously the home
of Young &
Yaremchuk’s Stone-
works at 4348 Main
Street, recognizable
by its green exterior.

Now, with a huge
amount more space
available for the
design and construction of memorials, along with state-of-the-art design
and construction equipment, the family-owned operation is ready to serve
the needs of the Jewish community even better that it already has.

Working along with Matthew From are his wife (and co-owner of the
business) Tristan Caswell, and his father, Ray From (who previously oper-
ated his own memorialist company, “Ray From Memorials”). Also work-
ing with Matthew, Tristan, and Ray, are memorial consultant and designer
Catherine (Wolinksy) Dyck, and stone mason Binh Huyhn. Together, all
five of these individuals bring 85 years of combined experience in memo-
rial design and construction.

During a tour of the soon-to-be-opened new location of Everlasting
Memorials, I was shown some of the sophisticated equipment that is now
used in the construction of memorials, including a laser machine that is
used to imprint pictures and designs on to stones. 

Ray and Tristan took me into an office where my attention was immedi-
ately drawn to a gorgeous granite desk that had a very familiar image
imprinted on it.

“That’s Stonehenge!” I said. “Wow – is that beautiful!” (So, it’s not only
headstones that are available at Everlasting Memorials; take a look at some
of the other gorgeous pieces they have on display that would make a beau-
tiful addition to your home or cottage.)

On Thursday, February 1, Everlasting Memorials will be holding a grand
re-opening at their new location. You are invited to attend what will be a
customer appreciation day and tour the spacious showroom as well as the
design area where you can see how headstones are made. There will be
snacks and refreshments on hand. As well, Everlasting Memorials will be
offering a discount of 15% on all merchandise bought in the month of
February.

Everlasting Memorials in new, expanded location
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In the picture above readers can see the dam-
age to a headstone in the Hebrew Sick Benefit
Cemetery that had been knocked down by
vandals in May 2014. The stone could not be
repaired on site, so it was taken to
Everlasting Memorials for repair - at no
charge. 

It’s not only headstones and memorials that are made at Everlasting
Memorials. The picture above shows a granite desk that has a picture
of Stonehenge imprinted on to its front by a laser tool - the same laser
tool that can imprint a picture of a deceased individual on to a head-
stone.

The headstone following its repair 
at Everlasting Memorials
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JANUARY 31

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of

MORLEY GOLDEN
wishes to thank everyone
for their love and support

during this trying time.
Thanks for all the food and beautiful cards.

Love Marlene and family.

MAX LABOVITCH
It is with great sadness,

the family of Max
Labovitch mourn his pass-
ing on Sunday, January
14th, 2018, at the St
Boniface Hospital, four
days before his 94th birth-
day. Max was predeceased
by his wife of 55 years,
Loretta (Gold). He is sur-
vived by children, Valerie
Lowenstein (Arnie) of Bos-
ton and Harriet Breslauer
(Richard) of Calgary as well

as grandchildren Jeremy, Daniel, Steven (Alyssa) and
Kelly. He is also survived by his brother Irvin.

Max was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba in 1924, son of
Joseph and Goldie both of whom immigrated to Canada
from Romania. He was one of six siblings including four
brothers and two sisters. He attended the Peretz School
and Isaac Newton high school in Winnipeg. Max began
skating and playing hockey at the age of seven, a passion
that would be with him his whole life. Max played
Bantam A, Bantam B and Midget hockey with the
Excelsiors before playing Juvenile hockey with the
Winnipeg Rangers. In 1941, at the age of 17, Max began
his professional hockey career with the New Haven
Eagles of the American Hockey League before joining
the New York Rangers in 1943. Max became the first
Jewish Canadian-born player in the NHL.

Max played professional hockey until 1954 for the
New York Rovers, the Los Angeles Ramblers and the
Toledo Mercurys of the IHL, where he was captain and
won the MVP. Max continued to play hockey for many
years with the Manitoba old timers. His love for hockey
continued till very late in life, including in-line skating
until the age of 83.

Max’s athletic skills were not limited to hockey. He
was an avid golfer and was the club champion at the
Bakersfield Country Club in California, as well as years
later at the Bel Acres Country Club in Winnipeg. He was
also active in soccer, baseball and swimming as a youth.

In 1954 Max met the love of his life, Loretta Gold, at
the Olympic skating rink and they were married a few
months later. Max and Loretta were married for 55 years.
They enjoyed dancing, playing golf and, later in life,
spending winters in Las Vegas. He enjoyed spending
time with his brothers and sisters and would travel to
California often to see them. He also took great pride in
the accomplishments of his four grandchildren and en-
joyed spending time with them in Calgary and Boston.

Following his hockey career, Max became the sales
manager with Chilton Automotive for Western Canada.
He worked with Chilton for over 40 years.

Max was an extrovert. He loved to get together with his
friends for breakfast at the Salisbury House and later at
the Burger King to discuss the news of the day, politics
and sports. He had a very strong will, independent mind
and seemed always to be at the center of the discussion.
Max was very proud to be Jewish, taking pride in his
heritage and ensuring that his daughters had a strong
Jewish education. He was most passionate about Israel
and had an insatiable interest in listening to the latest
news about Israel and the region.

Max was an active member of the YMHA, Brandeis
Club and B’nai B’rith for many years. This past year, he
was honoured by the Rady Jewish Community Center
for his achievements in hockey and sports.

Strength was the characteristic that most defined Max.
He had strength of mind, body, spirit and will that was
evident to all who knew him. He leaves behind a loving
and devoted family who take strength from the lessons
and memories of their time with Max that surely will help
propel them to the next chapters of their lives.

The funeral took place at the Etz Chayim Synagogue
in Winnipeg on January 16th,  with burial at the Hebrew
Sick Cemetery. Pallbearers included grandsons Jeremy
and Daniel Lowenstein, Steven Breslauer, sons-in-law
Arnie Lowenstein and Richard Breslauer, and Lanny
Jacob. Honorary pallbearers included brother Irvin
Labovitch, Al Greenberg, Billy Brownstone, Manley
Rusen, Frank Lavitt, Jack Nepon, Wayne Hadad, and
Kroft Henrick. Max was pre-deceased by his wife Loretta,
brothers Lou and Jack and sisters Rebecca and Ethel.

Many thanks to his care givers from Medox and in
particular Joanne, Sid, Tom, Ed and Victor. Thank you
to Dr. John Rabson, Dr. Jasmir Nayak and Dr. Piotr
Czaykowski. A special thank you to Sandy Slonosly and
to his good friend Lydia for their caring and concern.

Donations can be made to the to the Max Labovitch
Scholarship Fund at the Rady Jewish Community Center
in Winnipeg . The address is 123 Doncaster Street,
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, R3N2B3 (204-477-7510).

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANK
BLANARU
who passed away
February 7, 2012
15 Days in Shevat

— Forever in our hearts and
deeply missed by his wife
Bianca, children, grand-
children, and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

LAURA
DESHELL
who passed away
Feburary 5, 2007
18 days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory
of our dear husband and father
MAX  HECHTENTHAL

who passed away
January 24, 1981

20 Days in Shevat 5741
Our hearts still ache with sadness
Silent tears still flow
What it means to lose you
No one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his son.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LYNN HENOCH
May  24, 1946-

January 29, 2016
19th day of Shvat

Beloved Wife, Mother, Savta,
Sister, Daughter, Auntie,
Teacher, Artist & Friend.

Creator of Home,
of Clay and of Beauty

Your love and inspiration live on.
May you rest in the garden,

swim with the loons and
fly like a dove in peace.

“Love You to the Moon and Back”

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In memory of a beloved
father, grandfather, husband.
A gentle man, friend to many,
respected and admired by all

MICHAEL
KAUFMANN

who passed away
February 18, 2006
21 Days in Shevat

In Pirke avot, it is written:
There are three crowns:

The crown of Torah,
the crown of priesthood,
and the crown of royalty;

but the crown of a good name
surpasses them all.

— With love your wife,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RUTH POSEN
who passed away
January 26, 1989

21 Days in Shevat, 5749
—Ruth was an extremely
generous and beautiful
woman, who cared deeply for
her family and friends.
Every day she lives on in the
hearts of her family who miss
her presence.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

KAY SERA
who passed away
February 5, 2010
21 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by her loving
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
36th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ESTHER
STERN

who passed away
February l1, 1982
18 Days in Shevat

— Lovingly remembered by
your children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

MORRIS
WIWIERSKI

who passed away
January 19, 1995
19 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
sons, daughter-in-law and
grandchildren.

BRIAN LITMAN
January 1, 1942 - January 23, 2018

Brian passed away in Van Nuys, CA. Pre-deceased
by his parents Lou and Cirel Litman, his wife Shirley
Rose Litman, son James Nelson and survived by daugh-
ter Jeannie Nelson, grandson Stephen Cafik, sisters-in-
law Marilyn Risdon and Paulette Fusick, mother-in-
law Mrs. Kathryn Fusick and cousins. Born in Canada,
Brian resided in the USA for over 30 years. He was an
advertising copywriter in Canada and the USA. He
willed his body for medical research to Western Uni-
versity of Health Sciences. There was no funeral serv-
ice.
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In loving memory of our
beloved grandmother &

great-grandmother

EVA (Rifka)
BLANK

who passed away
February 5, 1980
18 Days in Shevat

We still miss you very much
and think of you lovingly every
day.
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her grand-
children, great-grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHARLES
DERBITSKY

who passed away
January 10, 2004
16 days in Tevet

— Lovingly remembered by
his wife Doris, and children
Royle, Harold and Shaaron,
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK NEWMAN
who passed away
January 22, 2014

21st of Shevat, 5774
You’re always in our hearts

— Ever rememered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

20th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved

JOSEPH
ROSENSTOCK

who passed away
February 14, 1998

18 Days in Shevat 5758
Our loss so great and deeply felt
— Children and grand-
children.

In loving memory of

HARRY
RUBINFELD

who passed away
January 24, 2000
17 Days in Shevat

Always in our hearts
and forever in our thoughts
— Always remembered by
your daughters Sandy, Renee,
Andrea, son-in-law Sassy and
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX
STRONGER

who passed away
February 2, 1957
1st Day in Adar

Your sense of humor and
positive attitude is kept alive in
your grandsons, Michael
(named in your memory), and
Lyle.
— Ever remembered by your
son Barry.

In Memoriam

With love, admiration and
respect we remember our

beloved father, grandfather
and great-grandfather

PHILIP YAFFE
on this thirty-seventh yahrzeit

17 Days in Shevat
Nov. 4, 1914 - Jan. 22, 1981

In our hearts you will live
forever.
— Martin, Clifford, Richard
and families

37th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

ROSE ZENITH
who passed away
February 7, 2000

1 day in Adar

SAM ZENITH
who passed away

April 4, 2004
13 days in Nisan

Always in our thoughts. Forever in our hearts.
— Their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BERNARD
ATNIKOV
who passed away

February 14, 1980
28 Days in Shevat

Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our way.
Though absent you are ever
near.
Still missed, still loved and ever
dear.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children
and grandchildren, brother
and sister.

— Lovingly remembered by your children, grandchildren, family
and friends.

RUBEN COHEN
who passed away
January 2, 2009
6 days in Tevet

ETTIE COHEN
who passed away
March 16, 2012
22 days in Adar

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RIVKE
(REGINA)
FLEISHER
who passed away
22 days in Shevat

February 10th, 2007
— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by her son
William, daughter in law
Doreen and grandchildren
Zach, Ben, Gideon and Raisa.

11th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GOLDY
LABOVITCH

who passed away
February 1, 1986
22 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered by her
son Irvin, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

32nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HAROLD M.
MARGOLIS

who passed away
February 17, 2001
24 Days in Shevat

From the practice of this plain
craft
come works of everlasting
artistry,
And as from densest lead are
cast the wings
on which thoughts fly past
centuries,
So from blackest ink shines
forth
the light of words that make
men free.
Always remembered by his
sisters, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam

SAMUEL
TENNENHOUSE

who passed away
February 14, 2001

22 days in Shevat, 5761

In loving memory of

— Lovingly remembered by their children and grandchildren.

GERTIE
TENNENHOUSE

who passed away
April 30, 2014

30 days in Nisan

In loving memory of

MOLLY CLARICE
PITSCH

who passed away
February 1, 2000
25 Days in Shevat

Forever in our hearts and with
our spirits.
— Your daughters, grand-
children, sister, family and
friends.

18th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
RUTH SLUTSKY

who passed away
February 5, 1999
19 days in Shevat

You will forever be in our hearts
We will never forget you
Rest in peace my darling
— Ever remembered by your
husband Norman, daughters
Beverley and Maxine,
granddaughter Jessica and
family.



side, “there’s the ruling party as
well as the liberal party Yabloko
and Ksenia Sobchak,” an indepen-
dent candidate and television pre-
senter who also has Jewish roots.

Sobchak is among the dozens of
individuals who have announced
their intention to run for president
but have yet to submit the required
100,000 signatures. They have until
Jan. 31 to do so.

All of the registered candidates
challenging Putin in the elections –
including Vladimir Zhirinovsky,
who has inveighed frequently
against Jews – have said they have
Jewish roots.

If Yavlinsky’s participation in the
vote is approved, he will become
the third registered candidate in the
March election after the
Communist Party’s Pavel Grudinin
– an unlikely choice for many
Russians with bitter memories of

communism – and Zhirinovsky, an ultranationalist provoca-
teur who is equally unlikely to appeal to freedom-seeking
voters fed up with Putin.

Which is part of the reason that Bronfman believes that
Yavlinsky’s origins won’t hurt him electorally.

“Although he’s of Ukrainian descent, although he’s of
Jewish origins, so are many others, on the opposition and on
Putin’s side, so it’s not really a factor,” Bronfman said.

That may explain why Yavlinsky is among many Jewish
politicians in Russia – figures like Yevgeny Roizman, Nemtsov
and Sobchak – who speak openly of their Jewish roots.

“I never concealed the fact that my mother is a Jew,”
Yavlinsky said in an interview 2001. “How can anyone
renounce their mother?”

Openness is a trademark of Yavlinsky, who unusually for
a Russian politician speaks candidly about his childhood
and other aspects of his life.

He is unapologetic about the fact that both of his sons live
in the United Kingdom – a fact that opponents sometimes
cite as a sign he lacks patriotism.

In a 2016 interview, Yavlinsky said they left for security
reasons after his older son was abducted in 1994. The
abductors cut off part of the son’s finger and mailed it to
Yavlinsky with a note reading “Unless you leave politics
we’ll cut off your son’s head.” But they released the captive,
who had the severed part reattached.

Yavlinsky also likes to talk about boxing, a sport he
excelled in as a youth, when he was a junior champion of
Ukraine in 1968.

Still, Yavlinsky’s Jewish origins have been used against
him in the course of his long political career.

At one election rally – Yavlinsky ran for president in 1996
and 2000, and attempted to run in 2012 but was rejected
over alleged irregularities in his list of 100,000 signatures –
a heckler asked him: “How does a Jew dare to even think
about becoming the president of Russia?”

A reference to persistent anti-Semitic sentiments centered
on the outsized role of Jews in the communist revolution
and regimes that followed. It prompted a response from
Yavlinsky that he said was intended as an attempt at humor.

“‘Jews have done so much harm in Russia that it is they
who are obliged to take an active role in correcting the con-
sequences,’” Yavlinsky recalled telling the heckler in the
2001 interview. “Of course, it was a joke and the audience
laughed and the atmosphere immediately became lighter.”

Despite this exchange, Yavlinsky insists that Russian
society is not anti-Semitic and that his popularity among
some voters proves it.

“After the destruction of the Bolshevik system, it becomes
clear that anti-Semitism in Russia was mainly of a state
nature” and not part of society, he said in a 1999 interview
with CNN. And to the degree that it does exist, “the creation
of a new strong democratic state will stop anti-Semitism.”
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World newsIn Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BARRY REINER
who passed away
January 29, 2011
24 Days in Shevat

— Lovingly remembered by
your wife, children, grand-
children and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MICKEY
SHAFFER
who passed away
February 1, 1997
24 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and family.

20th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE
SUCHAROV

who passed away
February 18, 1998
22 Days in Shevat

Your legacy lives on.
— Lovingly remembered and
missed by your children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LAURIE
THOMPSON

who passed away
February 24, 2006
26 days in Shevat

Your passing saddened us
Your love and warmth embrace
us
Your smile and passionate
heart sustain us
— Forever loved and missed
by your wife, children and
grandchildren.

(JTA) – The barring
of Russia’s main
opposition leader
from the presidential
race there may be bad
for democracy, but
it’s a boon for
Gregory Yavlinsky, a

This Jewish liberal just became the Russian
opposition’s best hope of hurting Putin

Jewish liberal politician who is now emerging as
the main challenger against the powerful
Vladimir Putin.

Yavlinsky is an economist and former deputy
prime minister whose mother, Vera Naumovna,
was Jewish. On Wednesday, he collected and
submitted to the central elections board the
100,000 signatures required to enter the presidential race in
March.

That makes him the only widely recognized opposition figure in
the race following the barring last month of Alexei Navalny, a
nationalist challenger who was disqualified over his 2014 fraud
conviction – a conviction that the top human rights court in
Europe said was trumped up by the Russian judiciary under Putin.

Of course, that doesn’t mean that Yavlinsky, a co-founder of
the Yabloko party, actually has a shot at becoming president.

Elections are widely considered to be rigged in Russia, a
country that was ranked more restrictive than Iran and Yemen
in the Freedom House “Freedom in the World 2017” index.

But Navalny’s elimination does mean that Yavlinsky, 65,
whose best electoral result was 7.4 percent of the vote in the
1996 presidential elections, now has a chance of rallying the
fractious opposition behind him. And that may allow Yavlinsky
to at least put a dent in Putin’s near-certain victory, according to
Roman Bronfman, a prominent Russia analyst from Israel who,
like Yavlinsky, grew up in what today is Ukraine.

“If Navalny endorses Yavlinsky, he may well reach an impor-
tant achievement in the elections because opposition to Putin is
strong, albeit suppressed,” Bronfman told JTA.

Navalny reached such an achievement in the 2013 Moscow
mayoral elections, finishing second to the ruling party’s candi-
date with 27 percent of the vote. It may well have been the rea-
son he was marked for political elimination.

Boris Nemtsov, another Jewish opposition leader who used to
be deputy prime minister, was killed near the Kremlin in 2015
after saying he would run against Putin in 2018.

But without Navalny, Yavlinsky is not likely to attract many
votes, according to Bronfman.

“He’s too liberal,” Bronfman said of Yavlinsky, who opposed
Russia’s war in Chechnya and even traveled to that predomi-
nantly Muslim area of Russia to negotiate a truce in the 1990s
– offering himself to rebels as a hostage in exchange for the
release of others. “And he’s not charismatic; he has none of the
energies that Navalny has going for him.”

Like Nemtsov, Yavlinsky has been a consistent opponent of
Russia’s 2014 annexation of Crimea – a position that has earned
him death threats from nationalists who revile him as a traitor.
It also makes it hard for a nationalist like Navalny to endorse
Yavlinsky.

Navalny has shown no intention of backing Yavlinsky. In fact,
the disqualified opposition leader is calling for a protest boycott
of the election – a move that is unlikely to shake Putin’s
absolute hold on power but has a very real potential of crippling
the Yavlinsky bid.

The boycott call is dividing the opposition, according to
Andrey Kalikh, a Russian political and human rights activist
and journalist.

“On one side of the barricades, there’s the forces who unite
around Navalny’s call” for a boycott, he wrote in an op-ed pub-
lished Thursday on the website Open Democracy. On the other

By

CNAAN LIPHSHIZ

GREGORY YAVLINSKY



By MYRON LOVE
In this 14th in a series,

Allan Gotlieb and David
Golden were outstanding
former Jewish
Winnipeggers and Rhodes
Scholars who made their
marks nationally in public
service.

Golden, who passed
away six years ago at the
age of 92 on the west
coast, had a major setback
early in his adult life. In
1941, immediately after
graduation from law
school, he enlisted in the Winnipeg Grenadiers, who were sent to defend
Hong Kong from the Japanese. That didn’t go well. The Japanese quickly
overran the British crown colony and Golden and the other Canadians who
survived the onslaught spent the next three years and more in a prisoner-of-
war camp in very difficult conditions.

On returning to Winnipeg after the war, Golden practiced law with
Samuel Freedman (see story in last edition of the JP&N) and taught at the
University of Manitoba law school.

Ottawa came calling in 1951. Golden was invited to join the legal branch
of the federal Department of Defense Production. He rose quickly in the
ranks to Branch Director, then to General Counsel, then Assistant Deputy
Minister. In September 1954, at the age of 34, he became the youngest, as
well as the first, Jewish deputy minister in Ottawa.

In 1961, he resigned from the federal civil service and spent a year at the
Air Industries Association of Canada (AIAC) before returning to govern-
ment for a year as Deputy Minister in the newly-created Department of
Industry. In July 1962, he became President of the AIAC. In 1969, when
the federal government created the Telesat Canada consortium with private
industry to develop a communications satellite system for the country,
Golden became its founding president. The firm launched its first Anik A1
satellite in November 1972 and he received the first long-distance tele-
phone call carried by satellite in Canada, from Resolute to Ottawa. He
stepped down as president in 1981 but remained chairman and a full-time
employee until retirement in 1985. He played a significant role in making
Canada a world leader in science, advanced technology and telecommuni-
cations.

After his retirement from Telesat, he continued to serve on various boards
including Atomic Energy of Canada, MITEL, Pratt & Whitney Aircraft of

Canada, Provigo and the
Conference Board.

In recognition of his service to
Canada, he was inducted into the
Order of Canada in 1977. He also
received honorary doctorates
from the University of Manitoba,
Carleton University, the
University of Winnipeg (2011),
and was inducted into the
Canadian Telecommunications
Hall of Fame

Allan Gotlieb, 89, is best
known as a former Canadian
Ambassador to Washington. 

After a distinguished university showing that included stints at Berkeley,
Oxford and Harvard (where he was editor of the Harvard Law Review), he
signed on – in 1957 – with the Department of External Affairs. In 1965, he
wrote the book Disarmament and International Law, a book discussing
disarmament during Cold War tensions. From 1967 to 1968 he was
Assistant Undersecretary in the Department of External Affairs and legal
adviser. From 1968 to 1973 he was Deputy Minister of the Department of
Communications, and from 1973 to 1976 Deputy Minister of Manpower
and Immigration. From 1977 to 1981 he was an Undersecretary at External
Affairs.

In 1981, he was appointed as Canada’s Ambassador to the Unted States.
His term coincided with the years of the Ronald Reagan presidency. He
earned a reputation as a skillful and respected player in the complex world
of Washington power politics.

He and his wife, Sondra, also gained a reputation for their parties whose
guest lists included high-ranking figures in Washington.

After his return to Canada, Gotlieb branched out into other leadership
positions. From 1989 to 1994, Gotlieb was chairman of the Canada
Council. He was also publisher of Saturday Night magazine for a time. In
1992, he was appointed the Canadian representative on the arbitration
panel that decided the Canada-France Maritime Boundary controversy. 

In his post-ambassador years, he also served on numerous corporate and
foundation boards.

Gotlieb was made an Officer of the Order of Canada in 1982 and was pro-
moted to Companion in 1987. Gotlieb has also been awarded honorary
Doctor of Laws degrees by the University of Toronto and Concordia
University and was a Visiting Fellow at All Souls College, Oxford.

Winnipeg-born David Golden, Allan Gotlieb made their marks in public service

Wednesday, January 31, 2018, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   21

Looking back

DAVID GOLDEN ALLAN GOTLIEB

The Palestinians get more bad advice
(January 25, 2018 / JNS) According to most

media accounts, President Donald Trump did it
again when he met with Israeli Prime Minister
Netanyahu in Davos, Switzerland.

When Trump complained that the Palestinians
had “disrespected us” when they refused to meet
with Vice President Mike Pence during his visit to
the Middle East this week, it was cast as just anoth-
er example of how the president’s thin skin and eas-

ily bruised ego was damaging U.S. foreign policy. Just as the administra-
tion’s principled decision to finally recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital
and to begin the process of moving the U.S. embassy there was depicted as
a payoff to donors or conservative Christian backers, the withholding of
some aid to the Palestinians was put down as just another pointless Trump
snit. The mainstream media talking heads and foreign policy establishment
“wise men” shook their heads in dismay at Trump’s supposed foolishness
in trying to hold the Palestinian Authority (PA) accountable for its support
for terrorism as well as for its abandonment of the peace process.

The most interesting point about the reaction to Trump’s comments is
that most of those speaking about it acted as if they were unaware or unin-
terested in PA President Mahmoud Abbas’ Jan. 14 speech in which he
cursed Trump, vowed never to negotiate with the U.S. and engaged in a
long, bizarre anti-Semitic rant that made it clear Israel’s supposed peace
partner considered the Jewish state an illegitimate colonial entity planted in
the Middle East by Europe.

That’s hardly surprising because Abbas’s speech got minimal coverage in
the mainstream media. So, as has often been the case with the Middle East,
those opining on the subject only concentrated on Trump’s alleged sins
while never acknowledging that Abbas had trashed the president even
though Trump had left the door open for a two-state solution in his
Jerusalem statement. Had the Palestinians wanted to restart negotiations
with the U.S., they could have done so and perhaps have reaped the bene-
fits of his desire for the “ultimate deal.” The fact that they didn’t said very
little about Trump and volumes about their inability to give up their centu-
ry-old war on Zionism.

The problem this episode highlights isn’t just a Palestinian political cul-

ture that is rooted in irredentism rather than a desire to create an indepen-
dent state. Rather, it is the terrible advice they are getting from Westerners
who can’t stand Trump, Israel and Netanyahu.

Reactions to Trump’s latest Middle East comments from liberal
Americans as well as Europeans illustrated a dangerous trend. Rather than
focus on Abbas’s foolish decision to burn his bridges with the U.S. and his
rejection of peace, those damning Trump’s comments about being “disre-
spected” were essentially telling the Palestinians to ignore the American
demands.

As troubling as that might be, even more worrisome was the report that
their former U.S. negotiator and ally was also telling them the same thing.
As Ma’ariv reported Wednesday, former Secretary of State John Kerry met
with Hussein Agha, a Palestinian official close to Abbas in London. At the
meeting, Kerry told Agha to pass on to Abbas the message that he should
“hold on and be strong” in his dealings with the U.S. Kerry advised Abbas,
“He should stay strong in his spirit and play for time, that he will not break
and will not yield to President Trump’s demands.”

Even if he disagrees with Trump, for a former secretary of state should
openly seek to undermine U.S. foreign policy with a foreign leader in this
manner is outrageous and a break from accepted behavior every bit as
much as Trump’s tweets and often bizarre comments. But more than that,
it is terrible advice. Instead of counseling Abbas and the Palestinians to
avoid peace talks, Kerry ought to be urging them to negotiate with Trump
and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

But given the fact that he never held Abbas and the Palestinians account-
able for terrorism or for repeatedly blowing up the negotiations he kept try-
ing to sponsor while he was in power, why would we think he would do so
now? Kerry believed the only path to peace involved brutal U.S. pressure
on Israel to make dangerous territorial concessions for which he never
seemed prepared to demand the Palestinians give up a culture of terror and
hate that was the true engine of the conflict.

The report of the meeting—which was confirmed by the PA if not
Kerry—also said that the former secretary of state predicted Trump might
not last out his term in office. This is highly unlikely but even if true, do
Kerry or the Palestinians think Pence would be less friendly to Israel than
Trump or be more

JONATHAN TOBIN

By

Continued on page 22. See “Bad advice”.
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On Tuesday
January 16th,
late in the

morning, I received a
phone call from sports
fan Gerry Finkle, an
avid reader of our pub-
lication, who duly
informed me that MAX
LABOVITCH had

passed away and that the funeral was would be
later that day. 

Of course, I was remorseful to hear the news, but grateful to have
received the scoop in time for me to rush and attend the funeral so that I
might pay my respects to the family in mourning. Max was only two days
short of his 94th birthday.

It was apparent that the father and grandfather was well loved, admired,
and respected by his family. Four of the adult children spoke and you could
hear a pin drop as the assembled crowd listened intently.

Cantor Tracy Greaves led the funeral service in her usual professional
manner.

Max had passed on many of his admirable traits and values to the family
and, of course, much was shared about his strength and sense of humour.
Not to mention his celebrity status as a pro hockey player, which included
a five-game call-up with the NHL New York Rangers in 1943-44, as well
as having played in multiple games in the American Hockey League with
the New Haven Eagles.

Labovitch, a forward, who spent three seasons with the  Mercurys of the
International Hockey League, also did time with teams like the Los
Angeles Ramblers of the Western International League where he had his
most prolific season with 24 goals and 20 assists in only 42 games. The
majority of this paper’s younger readership can’t really appreciate how
much of an immense challenge it was to attempt to attract major league
scouts in the 40s and 50s when Max played in the minors.

Contemplate this factoid if you will then: Players at that time rarely sur-
faced to the NHL because there were only six teams of what is known

today as the original six: Chicago Blackhawks,
New York Rangers, Boston Bruins, Montreal
Canadiens, Toronto Maple Leafs, and Detroit Red
Wings.

That number remained until the league expansion
doubled in 1967 and now 50 years later the number
has swelled to 31. So, in Max’s time opportunities
were about as rare as mine would be of starring in
a motion picture with Meryl Streep.

Max’s older brother, Lou, who was born 100
years ago on March 3rd, 1917, was also quite an

athlete, who played right-wing and obviously endured similar frustrations
and disappointments.

He played in six leagues over the course of his career: Saskatchewan
Senior, Pacific Coast, AHL, United States Hockey League, the Western
International and Western Hockey League (of which Winnipeg was once a
member with the Warriors (1955-59).  Fans here had the opportunity to see
players such as Billy Mosienko, a former Chicago Blackhawk legend who
was then on his way down. There were also the likes of Eric Nesterenko,
Danny Summers, Ed Chadwick and Hugh Barlow.

It’s a testimony to Labovitch, whose career included a total of 116 games
in the AHL with the New Haven Eagles and Philadelphia Rockets, that he
was so talented because we are all familiar with the calibre of play of the
aforementioned league having had the Moose for multiple years here in
Winnipeg. 

Then there is brother number three, Irv Labovitch, with whom I was very
close, having taught with the gentleman at Isaac Newton for about a
decade. He was a first class science teacher who came to us from Aberdeen
School.

I reconnected with my walking partner - with whom I walked to and from
school four miles daily regardless of the weather- at Max’s funeral and we
reminisced about the good old days. He’s 91 years of age now. Quite a gene
pool the family has, don’t you think?

Did the genial gent play hockey too? Indeed he did. He was one of the
top players at the Juvenile and Junior levels in the city. I believe the team
located in Winnipeg’s north end was the Excelsiors. The opponents usual-
ly came out second best.

I never saw Irv play, but I remember when we had a student-teacher game
at the CPAC arena located near the foot of the Arlington bridge. Few kids
skipped school on that day and the arena was packed.

I recall the game as if it were yesterday. The 14 and 15 year-old kids who
played Bantam hockey were very good, but the teachers prevailed. How
did they manage that? Well, Al Kozak the physical education teacher had
played junior hockey in Saskatchewan and Labovitch who, like Kozak, was
in his early 50s, were the two stars of the contest.

There is little doubt in my mind that had Irvin not decided to gain a
degree in education, he would have followed the same path as did his
brothers into pro hockey. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

The Labovitch boys were hockey players deluxe
THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN
MAX 

LABOVITCH
LOU

LABOVITCH

inclined to be give them a pass for pay-
ing salaries and pensions to those con-
victed of terrorist crimes? That Kerry
also speculated about running again for

president in 2020 is a sign that he is just as delusional about politics as he
is about the Middle East.

It’s also ironic that liberals are mocking Trump’s talk of being insulted
by Abbas when they were often so quick to back up President Barack
Obama’s accusations that Netanyahu insulted him and Vice President Joe
Biden. In point of fact, Abbas really did insult Trump personally as well
as demonstrating his contempt for the history of the Jews. Obama’s
insults—such as the one about the announcement of a housing project in
Jerusalem during a Biden visit to Israel—were ginned up spats designed
to create the “daylight” Obama wanted between the U.S. and the Jewish
state.

The consequence of the messages being sent to the Palestinians by
Kerry and other Trump critics is that they needn’t budge an inch from
their rejectionism. Many world leaders have been telling them the same
thing for decades. They continue to believe that all they have to do is
“stay strong,” as Kerry put it, without recognizing that the long war
against Israel is lost, and someday the world will hand them Israel on a
silver platter.

It is the Palestinian people, who suffer under a cowardly dictator like
Abbas and the terrorists of Hamas, who pay the price for this evil coun-
sel. And they will continue paying for it until they realize they’d be bet-
ter off listening to an alleged foe like Trump than to a friend like Kerry.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor in chief of JNS. Follow him on Twitter at:
@jonathans_tobin.

Bad advice
(Continued from page 21.)



By GABE FRIEDMAN
(JTA) – If one thing jumps out about the nominations for the 90th annu-

al Academy Awards, it’s the lack of big Jewish headlines to be plucked
from them. “The Shape of Water,” Guillermo del Toro’s latest fantasy-tint-
ed film, about an amphibian creature housed in a government laboratory,
led the pack with 13 nominations.

Nevertheless, here are the Jewish nominations and storylines from anoth-
er year of great cinema.

“Call Me By Your Name” gets four
nominations.

“Call Me By Your Name” is the biggest
Jewish triumph in this year’s nomination
slate. The film, an adaptation of
Egyptian-born Jewish novelist Andre
Aciman’s book of the same name, traces
a romance between two young Jewish
men in 1980s Italy and is full of Jewish
themes. It garnered nominations for best
picture, lead actor (Timothée Chalamet,
who is Jewish), adapted screenplay and
best original song (“Mystery of Love,”
written by indie rocker Sufjan Stevens).

Was James Franco snubbed after
#MeToo backlash?

A few months ago, the Jewish actor
was considered a shoo-in for the best actor cat-
egory. His comedic performance in “The
Disaster Artist” as Tommy Wiseau, the eccen-
tric (that word might be generous) director of
the real film “The Room” – considered by
some to be the worst film of all time – was
almost universally hailed by critics. He won a
Golden Globe for the role earlier this month.
But less than two weeks ago, the Los Angeles
Times published an article with accounts of
five women who accused Franco of sexual
misconduct. While the best actor category is
loaded with talent this year (from Denzel
Washington to Gary Oldman), multiple head-
lines called Franco’s exclusion a response to
the misconduct reports – and a snub.

Israel’s best film didn’t make the cut.
“Foxtrot,” an Israeli

drama about the after-
math of a military
tragedy, had been on
the shortlist for best
foreign language film
after winning a presti-
gious prize at last
year’s Venice
International Film
Festival, stoking
hopes for what could
have been Israel’s first
Oscar win. “In the
Fade,” a German drama that centers on a neo-Nazi murder story and won
a Golden Globe in this category, didn’t make the final Oscar list either.

Surprise! Two Jewish industry legends are nominated yet again.
Yes, Daniel Day-Lewis

has won the best actor award
three times already – but he
announced last year that he
is retiring, so this might be
our last chance to see the
Jewish actor grace us with
his presence at an awards
night. 

The iconic method actor is
nominated for his perfor-
mance in Paul Thomas
Anderson’s “Phantom
Thread,” in which he plays a
famous dressmaker.

Steven Spielberg’s latest
film, “The Post” – a drama about the Pentagon Papers starring perennial
Spielberg collaborator Tom Hanks – is up for best picture. That seemed
inevitable, but the one relative surprise here is that Spielberg didn’t get
another coveted best director nomination. 

He was passed over
for talented newcom-
ers Greta Gerwig and
Jordan Peele, in addi-
tion to del Toro,
Anderson and
Christopher Nolan
(for “Dunkirk”).

It was another
good year for a pair
of Jewish composers.

For the prolific
Jewish composer
Hans Zimmer, 2017
was business as usual. 

He wrote or co-wrote scores for three
films, including one for “Dunkirk” that
earned him an Oscar nod. 

Benj Pasek, one half of the musical duo
behind the score for the Broadway hit “Dear
Evan Hansen” and the lyrics of “La La
Land,” added to his rapidly growing legend
with a nomination for best original song for
“This is Me” from “The Greatest
Showman” – a musical about P.T. Barnum.

Oscar nominations 2018: 5 Jewish takeaways
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JAMES FRANCO

DANIEL DAY-
LEWIS

STEVEN
SPIELBERG

HANS ZIMMER

BENJ PASEK



Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia is proud to announce that Dara Horn will be
the featured lecturer at the first annual Adas Yeshurun Presents
event on May 6th in the evening.

Dara was born in New Jersey in 1977 and received her Ph.D in compar-
ative literature from Harvard University in 2006, studying Hebrew and
Yiddish.  She has taught courses in Jewish literature and Israeli history at
Sarah Lawrence College and City University of New York, and was a
Visiting Professor in Jewish Studies at Harvard, where she taught Yiddish
and Hebrew literature. She has lectured at over 200 universities and cul-
tural institutions throughout North America, in Israel and in Australia. She
lives in New Jersey with her husband Brendan – Sylvia and Perry
Schulman’s eldest son - and their four children.  Her fifth novel, Eternal
Life has just been published.

Eternal Life explores what it would really mean to live forever. Rachel
has a problem: she can’t die. In the 2,000 years since she made a spiritual
bargain to save the life of her first son back in Roman-occupied Jerusalem,
she’s tried everything to free herself, and only one other person in the world
understands: a man she once loved passionately, who has been stalking her
through the centuries, convinced they belong together forever. But as the
21st century begins and her children and grandchildren develop new tech-
nologies that could change her fate and theirs, Rachel knows she must find
a way out. Eternal Life celebrates the bonds between generations, the
power of faith, the purpose of death, and the reasons for being alive.

Dara’s first novel, In the Image, follows a young New Jersey woman,
Leora, through the death of a friend in high school and on to college, career,
and falling in love. Simultaneously, it traces the story of Bill Landsmann,
her lost friend’s grandfather, back through several generations of experi-
ence in Amsterdam, Austria, and New York’s Lower East Side. Each dra-
matic episode of their lives is also a foray into the nature of good and evil;
of the significance of tradition and the law; of the presence or absence of
God.

Her second novel, The World To Come, opens with a million-dollar paint-
ing by Marc Chagall being stolen from a museum during a singles’ cock-
tail hour.  The unlikely thief is Benjamin Ziskind, a lonely former child
prodigy who writes questions for quiz shows and who is certain the paint-
ing used to hang on a wall of his parents’ living room.  Eighty years prior,
Marc Chagall taught art to orphaned Jewish boys in Soviet Russia and
befriended the great Yiddish novelist known by the pseudonym “Der
Nister”  - “The Hidden One”.  And there, with the lives of these real artists,
the story of the painting begins, carrying with it not only a hidden fable by
the Hidden One but also the story of the Ziskind family from Russia to New
Jersey and Vietnam.

Dara’s third novel, All Other Nights, is a parable of the rift in America
that lingers between those who value family and tradition first, and those
dedicated, at any cost, to social and racial justice for all. Jacob Rappaport,
a Jewish soldier in the Union army during the Civil War, is ordered to mur-

der his own uncle in New Orleans, who is plotting to assassinate
President Lincoln on Passover in 1862. After this harrowing mis-
sion, Jacob is recruited to pursue another enemy agent, the daugh-
ter of a Virginia family friend. But this time, his assignment isn’t to
murder the spy, but to marry her. Based on real personalities and on
historical facts and events ranging from an African-American spy
network to the dramatic self-destruction of the city of Richmond,
All Other Nights is a gripping and suspenseful story of men and
women driven to the extreme limits of loyalty and betrayal. 

Her fourth novel, A Guide for the Perplexed, is an engrossing
adventure that intertwines stories from Genesis, medieval philoso-
phy, and the digital frontier. Software prodigy Josie Ashkenazi has
invented an application that records everything its users do. When
an Egyptian library invites her to visit as a consultant, her sister
Judith persuades her to go. Josie is abducted—leaving her talent for
preserving memories a surprising test of her empathy and her only
means of escape.  A century earlier, another traveler arrives in
Egypt: Solomon Schechter, a Cambridge professor hunting for a
medieval archive hidden in a Cairo synagogue. Both are haunted
by the work of medieval philosopher Maimonides, the doctor and
rationalist who sought to reconcile faith with science, and destiny
with free will. Schechter’s findings as he tracks down the remnants
of a thousand-year-old community’s once-vibrant life will reveal
the power and perils of what Josie’s ingenious work brings into
being: a world where nothing is ever forgotten. 

Dara’s foray into non-fiction is The Rescuer, an e-book about a
young Harvard-educated classicist named Varian Fry, who arrived
in occupied France in 1941 on a daring mission to rescue more than
2,000 of Europe’s leading writers, artists, and intellectuals from the
Nazis. Hounded by the Gestapo, he smuggled Marchel Duchamp,
Marc Chagall, Hannah Arendt and dozens of other 20th century
cultural luminaries out of France and brought them to America. So
why did even the people Fry saved want to forget him? In this fas-
cinating psychological profile, acclaimed novelist Dara Horn, cho-
sen by Granta magazine as one of the 25 best young novelists in
America, follows the peculiar life and legacy of an American Oskar
Schindler. In the process, she reveals the secrets of a man who
risked his life when others were silent — and the unforeseen con-
sequences, personal and cultural, of his bravery.

Please mark May 6th on your calendars
for this exceptional evening!
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Acclaimed author and lecturer Dara Horn in Winnipeg May 6th!


