
With US abstention, Israel again forced to face 
reality of world’s rejection of settlements

By RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Ahead of the unknowns a Trump administra-

tion will bring to American Middle East policy, the Obama administration
allowed a bracing reminder on Friday. Dec. 23,  that the international com-
munity does not recognize the validity of Israel’s presence in eastern
Jerusalem and the West Bank.

The U.S. abstention on the U.N. Security Council vote  was hardly
unprecedented, but neither was it entirely consistent with recent U.S. poli-
cy. The Obama administration did not quite endorse Resolution 2334, but
its abstention ensured the resolution, reaffirming the illegality of Israeli set-
tlement in lands captured by Israel in 1967, would be adopted. As one of
the five permanent members of the 15-member council, the U.S. could
have exercised its veto power. Instead, the resolution passed, 14-0.

For 24 years, the United States under Presidents Bill Clinton, George W.
Bush and Barack Obama insulated Israel from an international community
that since 1967 has sought to exact consequences for its continued presence
in disputed lands. After the signing of the Oslo Accords in 1993, those three
administrations considered the isolation of the Jewish state at the United
Nations to be counterproductive to encouraging Israel to take bold steps for
peace.

The number of Security Council resolutions opposed by Israel dropped
significantly during those three presidential eras and were narrowly
focused on limited crises. During the Clinton presidency, Israel objected to
just three resolutions adopted by the council, and six adopted during the
George W. Bush tenure – none of which spoke directly to the legality of
Israel’s presence in the West Bank and Jerusalem. In the 25 years prior,
according to a comprehensive listing posted by Americans for Peace Now,
Israel objected to 68 council resolutions allowed by the United States.

But with a couple of notable exceptions – Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s
pullout from Gaza and a patch of the West Bank in 2005, and Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 2010 settlement freeze – Israeli settlement
expansion continued unabated in that period, despite widening cooperation

between Israel and the Palestinian Authority. By 2004, George W. Bush had
effectively recognized the large settlement blocs bordering 1967 Israel as
“realities on the ground” and suggested that the Palestinians would be com-
pensated for the territory with land swaps.

Obama’s apparent message to the world on Friday is that incentives did
not work in slowing settlement expansion. The carrot having wilted, the
president reintroduced the stick.

Obama administration officials have said plainly that the expansion of
settlements absent a peace process led to the decision to abstain. Samantha
Power, the U.S. envoy to the United Nations, in her explanation of the
abstention, listed the considerations that made the administration hesitate
to allow the resolution – chief among them the historic anti-Israel bias at
the United Nations and Palestinian intransigence. But she also noted that
since the Oslo Accords, the settler population has increased by 355,000.

“It is precisely our commitment to Israel’s security that makes the United
States believe that we cannot stand in the way of this resolution as we seek
to preserve a chance of attaining our long-standing objective: two states
living side by side in peace and security,” she said.

As much as the language in the resolution has stirred cries of “unprece-
dented” in Israel and in some pro-Israel precincts in the United States, it is
broadly consistent with resolutions that the United States allowed from
1967 at least through the end of Jimmy Carter’s presidency in January
1981.

Last week’s resolution reaffirmed “that the establishment by Israel of set-
tlements in the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including East
Jerusalem, has no legal validity,” and constituted a “flagrant violation” of
international law. Resolution 465, passed in March 1980 under Carter with
a U.S. vote in favor, determined that “all measures” that would change the
physical or demographic character of the occupied lands, including
Jerusalem, “have no legal validity” and are a “flagrant violation” of the
Fourth Geneva Convention. It further called on countries to “distinguish”
between Israel and the West Bank.

Vol. 30  No. 8   WINNIPEG, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2017  6 Days in Tevet, 5777 Candle lighting time Friday is 4:26 p.m.
Shabbat ends at 5:40 p.m.

Where Israeli politicans stand on
“settlements” and the “2-state
solution”

.........page 6

Former Peretz School teacher
Betty Warshawsky celebrates her
100th birthday at the Shaftesbury
Retirement Residence    

..........page 8

Pictures from the Rady JCC
AGM, held Dec. 12 at the new
David & Ruth Asper Early Years
Learning Centre

............page 3

Inside this issue of 
The Jewish Post & News:

Winnipeg-born David Steinberg
receives the Order of Canada

............page 13

New Rady JCC spin cycle equip-
ment offers exciting exercise expe-
rience 

...............page 20

Mass reunion of Jewish school 
students being planned

By 
BERNIE BELLAN

It started with three
former schoolmates

who attended Talmud Torah (Winnipeg
Hebrew School) and Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate deciding to form a Facebook group
back in July of this year known as “1950s
Winnipeg Talmud Torah and Peretz School
students (and others)”.

Here’s how Zev Cohen, who now lives in
Israel, describes what happened: 

“It all started a few months ago with FB
(Facebook) banter between Avrum Rosner,
Cyril Kesten and myself. Then Avrum and
Cyril set up the closed group FB page on
which more and more people began exchang-
ing memories, pictures and souvenirs. The
next step was when I proposed that we lever-
age the renewed contact into an actual reunion.
I also suggested that we check with Gray
Academy to see if and what they could do for
us. When I was in Winnipeg in September-
October I met Lori Binder, the Head of School
at Gray Academy, and got a positive reaction,
including use of their facility and suggested

dates when that facility might be most conve-
niently available. We are inviting former stu-
dents of all Winnipeg Jewish schools in the
fifties and sixties (TT/JWC, Herzlia Academy,
Peretz, Ramah, etc - day and night school). No
need to have graduated since many (like me)
attended and then left for one reason or anoth-
er.”

Winnipeg Hebrew School (Talmud Torah)
on Matheson Ave. at Powers

Plans are afoot to hold a massive reunion
next October of students who attended that
school, or any other Jewish school in
Winnipeg in the 50s and 60s.

Continued on page 7. See “Reunion”.

Continued on next page.
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Analysis

7 questions about the UN resolution
By AMI EDEN

NEW YORK (JTA) – Emotions are running high following the Obama
administration’s decision to allow the U.N. Security Council to pass a res-
olution condemning Israeli settlements. Here are seven questions aimed at
making sense of what went down and what it could mean moving forward.

1. Did Obama just double down on failed “settlements first” strate-
gy?

Listening to President Barack Obama’s aides, the decision to allow
Friday’s U.N. Security Council resolution to pass was a last-gasp move
borne out of frustration and distrust. But in many respects it resembles the
Obama administration’s failed opening maneuver.

Obama took a hot-and-cold approach to Israel, simultaneously strength-
ening military and intelligence cooperation while stepping up criticism of
the settlements. The plan reportedly was to pressure Netanyahu into accept-
ing a settlement freeze, which in turn would potentially lead to meaningful
diplomatic gestures from multiple Arab states (including Saudi Arabia) and
get the Palestinians to return to the negotiating table.

Netanyahu eventually accepted a modified 10-month freeze, but the
Obama folks either over-promised or were rolled by Arab interlocutors and
the Palestinians. In one instance, in September 2009, Obama officials said
a number of Arab states – not including Saudi Arabia – were ready to
announce overtures to Israel, when an announcement of building in eastern
Jerusalem scuttled the deal. No meaningful gestures ever emerged from the
wider Arab world, and Abbas didn’t show up for talks until the freeze was
about to expire – and then promptly insisted on an extension of the freeze
in exchange for their continuation.

Instead of providing a boost to peace talks, the Obama strategy produced
paralysis. The Palestinians now expect to be rewarded with Israeli conces-
sions simply for showing up at the negotiating table. And if they don’t get
any, they apparently are content to sit on their hands and wait for the inter-
national community to impose a solution.

By letting the resolution pass, the Obama administration has essentially
validated that strategy while boosting right-wing politicians in Israel now
pressing Netanyahu to abandon the two-state approach entirely.

2. Did Netanyahu blow diplomatic gains by Sharon and Olmert?
Depending on which sources you want to believe, former Israeli Prime

Ministers Ariel Sharon and Ehud Olmert translated warm relations with
President George W. Bush into unprecedented U.S. acceptance of contin-
ued, albeit limited, settlement construction prior to a final status agreement.
Compare that to where things stand today and it makes sense to take a look
at Netanyahu’s approach to the Obama administration.

Two caveats before jumping in: Just what the Bush administration agreed
to regarding settlement construction and how formal those agreements
were are a matter of debate. And let’s acknowledge there is little to suggest
that Obama and his aides had any interest in running with the Bush-
Sharon/Olmert framework.

That said, if Netanyahu was serious about securing the Obama adminis-
tration’s support for the maximal Israeli view of the Bush-Sharon under-
standings – in particular the green light on building in certain settlements –
he had a funny way of showing it.

By all accounts, the Israeli quid in the deal was the unambiguous
endorsement of a Palestinian state plus the Gaza disengagement and dis-
mantling of the four West Bank settlements. Netanyahu campaigned
against all of the above and spent his first few months in office refusing to
reaffirm Israel’s support for Palestinian statehood.

Yes, after a few months in office, Netanyahu embraced the two-state
goal, but by then suspicions about his true intentions had increased –
doubts that were reinforced by Netanyahu’s assertion during the 2015 cam-
paign that no Palestinian state would be created on his watch.

Another, perhaps more important, shift was Netanyahu’s abandonment of
Sharon and Olmert’s strategy of bending over backwards to downplay dis-
agreements with the White House. If anything, Team Netanyahu took the
opposite approach, from airing public disagreements to disparaging Obama
administration officials to playing footsie with Republicans.

However wrong you think Obama was last week (or during the past eight
years), it’s still worth asking whether a more cordial and collaborative
approach from Netanyahu would have produced a different outcome.

3. Why did Egypt back this resolution?
A major Israeli talking point in recent years has been that regional chaos

in the Middle East and Arab fears of Iran have created a new era of behind-
the-scenes Israeli-Arab cooperation. One consequence of this new reality,
we’ve been told, is that Arab governments are much more worried about
ISIS and Iran than they are about the Palestinians.

Yet it was Egypt that first introduced this resolution. And though Egypt
eventually withdrew the resolution under pressure from Netanyahu and
President-elect Donald Trump, it ended up voting for the measure anyway
after four other countries put it up for a vote.

Was Egypt’s introduction of the resolution and subsequent “yes” vote
about coordinating with the Obama administration or addressing domestic
audiences? If the latter, it suggests that Arab leaders are still feeling inter-

nal pressure to make progress on the Palestinian front.

4. What does Putin want?
Trump has made clear his eagerness to come to an understanding with

Russian President Vladimir Putin on how to calm the region and defeat
ISIS. Obama is on his way out, but Putin isn’t going anywhere, so it’s
worth noting that Russia voted for the resolution (and is a seemingly satis-
fied partner to the Iran nuclear deal). What emphasis, if any, will Putin put
on Israeli-Palestinian issues when he and Trump put their heads together
about the Middle East?

5. Does Trump want a peace process?
In recent months Trump has consistently stressed a no daylight-style line

regarding his future dealings with Israel – a message that some left-wingers
and right-wingers alike have interpreted as a willingness to let the two-state
solution die and give a green light to Netanyahu to proceed as he sees fit.
But Trump also continues to talk about what a great accomplishment it
would be if he could help broker an Israeli-Palestinian deal. And in criti-
cizing the U.N. resolution, Trump sounded very much like someone think-
ing about the next round of talks, complaining that the move “puts Israel in
a very poor negotiating position.”

Another sign that the incoming president could be serious about future
talks: His naming of a trusted longtime aide, Jason Greenblatt, the chief
legal officer for the Trump Organization, as his administration’s special
representative for international negotiations.

6. If this resolution is good for the two-state solution, why are Hamas
and Islamic Jihad so happy?

Among those cheering the resolution are Hamas and Islamic Jihad, two
terrorist groups opposed to a two-state solution (not to mention Israel’s
existence).

7. How strong is Jewish opposition to the resolution?
The criticism isn’t just coming from the right. Centrists groups like the

Anti-Defamation League and the American Jewish Committee issued sharp
condemnations. The Israel Policy Forum – a staunch advocate of U.S.
efforts to secure a two-state solution – came out against the resolution, cit-
ing the U.N.’s abysmal record on Israel, the lack of balance in the resolu-
tion itself and the effect of galvanizing Israeli opponents of a two-state
solution. Yes, several left-wing groups (including New Israel Fund, J
Street, Americans for Peace Now and Ameinu) voiced varying levels of
support for the resolution. But prior to the vote, the Union for Reform
Judaism – the largest liberal group, and a frequent critic of the Netanyahu
government and settlements – declared that it stood “firmly against any
U.N. resolution that would dictate the way forward on this complicated
issue.”

Under the administrations of Ronald
Reagan and George H.W. Bush, the
council did not explicitly reject settle-
ments as illegal, but referred to earlier
resolutions that did so while continu-
ing to assail the occupation as unten-
able. Resolution 605, passed under
Reagan with a U.S. abstention in 1987,
“recalled” Resolution 465 passed
under Carter and said the council was
“gravely concerned and alarmed by the deterioration” in the territories.
Under George H.W. Bush, Security Council resolutions consistently
decried the “deteriorating” situation and admonished Israel for its “viola-
tion” of Geneva conventions.

Critics say that what’s new is the call to distinguish between Israel and
the territories, though Resolution 465 calls on countries “not to provide
Israel with any assistance to be used specifically in connection with set-
tlements in the occupied territories.”

The practical consequences of the resolution passed last week seem
limited. Its provisions already exist in the U.N. canon, and if any harm
seems immediately forthcoming, it is in pledges by leading members of
the Republican-led Congress to cut funding to the United Nations in the
wake of its passage.

If there was an unprecedented element to the affair, it was in the
response by Israel’s leadership and some in the U.S. pro-Israel commu-
nity. Relations between Obama and Netanyahu have never been smooth,
but even critical statements have been tempered by thanks for enhanced
security assistance and other signals of friendship.

Not this week. Language reserved for anonymous attacks or “leaks”
from closed-door meetings went on the record.

“The Obama administration carried out a disgraceful and anti-Israel
trap at the United Nations,” Netanyahu said Saturday at the lighting of
the first Hanukkah can-
dle.

(Continued from previous page.)

Continued on page 18. See “Settlements”.

Do you think these two 
are Facebook friends?
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Community news

“These pictures were taken at the Winnipeg International airport Wednesday, December 21.
These newly arrived refugees were welcomed by the first two Yazidi families that arrived last
July, as well as representatives of the Yazidi, Christian and Jewish communities involved with
Operation Ezra. Thus far, 24 Yazidi refugees have been rescued through Operation Ezra with
more privately sponsored
families currently being
processed. 

“Additionally, we hope
that many more Yazidi
families will be rescued by
the Canadian
Government under a
Government Sponsorship
Program soon to be
announced.

“Thank you for your
continued interest and
support. 

“Together we are mak-
ing a difference!”

- Michel Aziza, 
Operation Ezra 

Rady AGM Dec. 12

Joanna Young, Rady JCC Assistant Child
Care Director (left), with Rady JCC
Executive Director Gayle Waxman, was hon-
oured for her 10 years of service.

Outgoing Rady JCC President Elliott
Garfinkel passes the "gavel" to new
President, Debbie Hoffman.

Retiring Rady JCC Board member Jack
Hurtig with outgoing President Elliot
Garfinkel

Ruth Livingston receives the Rady JCC's
Active Living Ken H. Kronson Kehilla Award
from Ken Kronson himself.

Juanita Garcia receives the Ken H. Kronson
Kehilla Award for her volunteer efforts
involved in Rady JCC's special needs pro-
gramming.

Two more Yazidi families welcomed to Winnipeg by Operation Ezra



Short takes
In the week since the United Nations Security

Council passed Resolution 2334, the outpouring
of denunciations of that resolution from a host of
Jewish and non-Jewish commentators alike is
unprecedented. 

I’ve been trying to read as many different
assessments as possible of what was behind that
resolution and what may lie ahead. Interestingly,
the most savage attacks against President Obama

regarding his ordering the U.S. to abstain on the Security Council resolu-
tion that I’ve read can both be found on the National Post website. They’re
written by Lawrence Solomon and Rex Murphy.

Solomon’s column is titled “How Obama duped, then betrayed, the
Jews”. Here’s part of what he wrote: “Winning Jewish support wasn’t espe-
cially important to Obama and other Democrats in terms of votes — Jews
represent just two per cent of the U.S. electorate, generally making their
numbers inconsequential at the ballot box. But Jews are hugely important
— even decisive — in their political giving. The Jewish two per cent —
which is overwhelmingly liberal — accounts for about two-thirds of all
donations received by the Democratic Party. Put another way, the Jewish
two per cent donates twice as much to Democrats as the non-Jewish 98 per
cent.

“The importance of Jewish money to Democratic fortunes explains why
Obama waited to make his moves against Israel until after his two presi-
dential campaigns and the presidential campaign of Hillary Clinton, whom
he hoped would preserve his legacy. If Jews understood his real intentions
toward Israel, Obama knew, many would withdraw their financial sup-
port.”

Then, there’s Rex Murphy, who is one of the staunchest supporters of
Israel I’ve ever read. His column about the vote in the Security Council
centres on how Prime Minister Trudeau might react to what happened. He
writes: “The first (foreign policy) question Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
should be asked in this New Year is whether he approves of the Obama
administration organized, New Zealand-Venezuela mediated, UN resolu-
tion against Israel? Does he approve of the UN Security Council’s vote of
censure against Israel? That’s a question on the substance of the resolu-
tion.”

Yet, in an article that appears on page 1 of this issue, Ron Kampeas points
out that Resolution 2334 is hardly unprecedented. Here’s what Kampeas
writes: “Resolution 465, passed in March 1980 under Carter with a U.S.
vote in favor, determined that ‘all measures’ that would change the physi-
cal or demographic character of the occupied lands, including Jerusalem,
’have no legal validity’ and are a ‘flagrant violation’ of the Fourth Geneva
Convention. It further called on countries to ‘distinguish between Israel
and the West Bank.”

While until now there was no more despised president among right-wing
supporters of Israel than Jimmy Carter, it now looks like Barack Obama is
going to shove Carter from that position. What the level of vituperative

commentary leveled
against Obama reveals
about the nature of
Israel’s occupation of
the West Bank today is
that, after almost 50
years, those “facts on
the ground”, as the set-
tlements used to be
referred to, have
become more than a
series of facts – they’ve
become the total reality
for the majority of
Israelis – and for a
good many of Israel’s
non-Jewish supporters
around the world.

There’s no point in
rehashing all the old
arguments about the
refusal of Palestinians
to negotiate any sort of
meaningful peace with
Israel, no more than
there is any point to
discussing a potential
Israeli withdrawal from
the entire West Bank.
Neither of those is ever
going to happen.

What I find far more interesting is reading what right-wing Israeli politi-
cians would want to see happen. After all, it’s the right wing that’s been
pushing the agenda in Israel for years now, especially since Netanyahu
decided to form a coalition government with right-wing parties rather than
with the more centrist Zionist Union.

Naftali Bennett, leader of the Jewish Home party, and a likely successor
to Netanyahu, advocates annexing a full 60 percent of the West Bank,
according to an analysis that appears on page 6 of this issue, but also grant-
ing “full Israeli citizenship to the Palestinians living on the land to be
annexed.” He has also called for “the dismantling of all roadblocks and
checkpoints, as well as the security barrier, to allow Palestinians complete
freedom of movement and taking steps to grow the West Bank’s economy.”

I’m guessing that if you were to put Bennett’s proposals to any number
of right-wing Jews in Winnipeg, without telling them who was behind the
proposal, they would call that treasonous. “Giving Palestinians full citizen-
ship in Israel – are you kidding?” a lot of readers of this paper would say.
“Removing the checkpoints and roadblocks – do you know how dangerous
that is?” those same readers would also probably ask.

Yet, the idea of a “one-state solution” to the seemingly intractable situa-
tion on the West Bank probably holds more chance of being implemented
than Obama’s and Kerry’s long-sought-after dream of a “two-state solu-
tion”. Many Palestinians have been proposing just that sort of solution,
although with completely different parameters than what someone like
Naftali Bennett would propose. 

What is likely to happen, however, is now that Israeli passions have been
so inflamed by the recent Security Council resolution, the right-wing agen-
da to increase Israel’s dominance over the West Bank will speed up – with
even more settlements. The BDS movement, which had been on the wane,
will also likely find new life. 

I’m also predicting that there will be increased emigration from Israel –
not for political reasons, but because the continued investment of hundreds
of millions of government dollars in West Bank settlements of necessity
means there is far less to invest in other much–needed services in Israel. As
we’ve written before, Winnipeg will continue to be a beacon for Israelis
wanting to improve their economic situation  by moving here – and our
own Jewish Federation will continue to refuse to recognize the irony in
providing help to Israelis wanting to come here. (As Elaine Goldstine, CEO
of the Federation, writes on the opposite page, the Federation does not dis-
tinguish at all between Jews wanting to come here from Israel or any other
country. To heck with the Zionist goal of pursuing aliyah – right?)

And, all this because Obama wanted to send Netanyahu a figurative slap
in the face for Netanyahu’s cheekiness toward Obama over the years. At
least Obama was predictable – and Israeli right-wingers were able to con-
tinue unchecked with their expansionist agenda. I’m not so sure that those
same right-wingers are going to be as happy as they now seem to be with
a willful ignoramus like Trump in the presidency. All the rules that have
governed international relations since the end of the Second World War
now look like they’re going to be tossed out the window by Trump, as it
seems we’ll be  governed by “tweets”, not carefully formulated policy dec-
larations. If anyone thinks we’ve been living in volatile times in recent
years, hold on to your hats – you ain’t seen nuthin’ yet!

*****
The other major story in our paper this week has to do with the coming

reunion of students who attended Jewish schools in Winnipeg in the 1950s
and 60s.

It was over 13 years ago that former students of the Peretz School held a
massive reunion here. A check of our archives reminded me that over 700
people attended that reunion. All this, before Facebook was even invented!

It will be interesting to see how the ongoing plans to hold a reunion of all
Jewish students from the 50s and 60s take shape. What began as simply a
fun enterprise for three former Talmud Torah students when they set up a
Facebook group this past summer has now taken on considerable momen-
tum. (If you’re interested in joining the group or simply finding out more
information about it, turn to the bottom of page 7 for information.)

I’ve remarked to the organizers of the Facebook group that there was a
special spirit amongst students who attended Peretz School that never
seemed to exist to the same degree among other Jewish day school stu-
dents. As a former student of Talmud Torah and Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate, I looked on with some envy at those Peretz School alumni when
they held their reunion here in 2003. 

It will be an interesting challenge to see whether the  Facebook group will
end up attracting a high number of Peretz School students. While there are
some who have now joined the group. the vast majority of members seem
to be former Talmud Torah and JWC students. There was always somewhat
of a culture clash between the Talmud Torah and the Peretz School. 

Is it possible to hold a successful reunion for students who attended dif-
ferent schools at the same time? I suppose that in an age of rampant social
media, those lines are now blurred. We’ll be continuing to report on the
coming reunion in the months to come.
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By MYRON LOVE
Elizabeth May, the leader of Canada’s Green Party, is trying to have it

both ways.
Last August, at its annual convention, Canada’s Green Party members

passed a resolution in support of the boycott, divestment and sanctions
campaign against Israel. At the time, May (the party’s only Member of
Parliament) stated publicly that she opposed the motion and was consider-
ing stepping down if the resolution was not rescinded.

Well, not only has the resolution not been rescinded  - the Green Party
has doubled down on the resolution – with May’s support. As reported in
the December 15th issue of the Canadian Jewish News, the Green Party has
overwhelmingly approved a new version of the resolution. May is quoted
in the CJN as saying that she can support this new resolution because it
rejects the BDS movement but still calls for an economic boycott of Israel
– specifically calling for a ban on products produced “wholly or partly
within or by illegal Israeli settlements or by Israeli businesses directly ben-
efiting from the illegal occupation”.

To begin with, the Green Party’s self-appointed mandate is to work on
behalf of Canada’s environment. What business, therefore, does the Green
Party have passing resolutions about a conflict on the other side of the
world? What has the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to do with Canadian envi-
ronmental issues? Should the conflict ever be resolved, will that mean that
all (or even any) of Canada’s environmental issues will be magically
resolved as well? 

(The same questions can be asked of Quebec labour unions and some
American Academic groups – such as the American Studies Association-
that have also passed BDS resolutions.)

Then, there is the chutzpah of this handful of obviously deluded individ-
uals thinking that any resolution they pass can influence Israel or even the
Canadian Parliament, almost all of whose members have already decisive-
ly rejected BDS. The amount of influence that this political party – that gar-
ners maybe 5% of the vote, has only ever elected one MP, and perhaps a
handful of legislators (if that many nationally) – is akin to that of a house-
fly.

The resolution also reeks of historical fantasy. The Palestinians are the
indigenous people of the region? Really? The Jewish people have been in
the land and identified with the land for thousands of years. The
Palestinians? They have only self-identified as an independent people for a
few decades, despite their ridiculous claims to being descendants of the
Canaanites and Philistines. (They can’t even make up their mind about
that.)

The resolution refers to non-violent resistance. Which movie are the
Green Party members watching? The response to Jewish settlement in the
Jewish homeland on the part of the Arabs has been one of unremitting vio-
lence since the beginning of Zionism. Attempted attacks by Palestinian
Arabs against Israelis (and not just Jews in Israel) are an almost daily
occurrence. Where is that referred to in the resolution?

As for “Israeli businesses benefiting from the occupation”, a great many
Palestinians also benefit from being able to work for said Israeli business-
es. Palestinians working for Israeli companies receive far better pay, bene-
fits and working conditions than anything they can find in the areas ruled
by the Palestinian Authority – areas that account for up to 90% of the
Palestinian Arab population and  clearly not under any kind of Israeli occu-

pation.
Finally, is singling out Israel – the world’s only Jewish majority state -

for condemnation, anti-Semitism? Yes –although that doesn’t mean that the
Green Party supporters of the resolution view themselves as anti-Semites.
One has to ask though, if Israel is guilty of “occupation”, what of the recent
Russian occupation of Crimea, the virtual Iranian occupation of Syria and
the much longer term Chinese and Turkish occupations of Tibet and north-
ern Cyprus respectively? Why hasn’t the Green Party – now dabbling into
international politics – passed resolutions condemning those occupations
and demanding economic boycotts? Are the Green Party members com-
pletely unaware of these occupations? Or is it that the Palestinians and their
Arab allies have done a much better job of propagandizing to gullible
Westerners? 

Frivolous resolutions such as this will only make the Green Party of
Canada more irrelevant than they already are.

Wednesday, January 4, 2017, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   5

Comment

Powerless, clueless Green Party presumes to be able to pressure Israel

LETTERS

Jewish Federation does not differentiate
Bernie 
In response to your December 21st, 2016 “Short takes” article, you

imply that I did not reply to your message, which I did via telephone.
To reiterate, the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg welcomes all those

individuals who choose to make Winnipeg their home. The Winnipeg
community has developed a reputation as a welcoming, vibrant com-
munity. This reputation and our commitment to bringing people into
our community with open arms extends to the furthest corners of the
earth, to our neighbours in town and cities across Canada. 

Our GrowWinnipeg strategy has always been, and will continue to
be, broadly focused. To be very clear, we have never targeted Israelis.
We do not allocate more resources to Israelis than to any other group.
We have not and do not advertise in Israel. We are very grateful and
impressed by the enthusiasm and commitment shown by the Israelis
who have joined our community. They are an integral part of our ever-
growing, inclusive community. We are happy to see new members of
our community, regardless of their country or place of origin, involved
in the broad community. It is the community that we build together that
will continue to be successful and supportive. 

We are a community built on diversity and our organization is a
reflection of that. Our staff and our board have roots across Canada
and around the world. The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg has always
and will continue to welcome everyone who chooses to make
Winnipeg their home.
Elaine Goldstine
Chief Executive Officer
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg

Subject: Letter I hope you will print
I do not support the American obstination at the UN. But BB should

have also done more to attempt to recruit a closer relationship with
Obama . It does not matter if he personally like him or not for the good
of Israel he should have done more to bring the President onside. Aan
act that would not have been so hard. When BB spoke to the House
without the President agreement and fact while in DC he completely
ignored the President. 

It is a simple principle of diplomacy that when you need the contin-
ued support of a more powerful party to ensure your success you must
act in a manner which respects the more powerful party. All the Billion
of American dollars s has made Israel to a large part is the reason for
its success today. Constantly, spitting in the eye of your friend and
biggest supporter is going to wear thin after awhile! Resulting in push
back . Which we saw in America’s behaviour at the UN the other day.

As Jews as Jews including the government of Israel, we must not
ever take our relationship with America for granted. Surveys in
America show more Jews than ever support their own country more
than they have any support for Israeli. The world is not the way it use
to be. Saudi Arabia is secretly dealing with Israeli in a supportive fash-
ion. The Arab world is not one monolithic political group any longer.

As one of my great Israeli hero’s use to say “You can’t achieve any-
thing without getting in someone’s way”. Abba Eban

Let us hope in the New Year Israel relationship with America
improves. But that Israel has also learned something by Obama’s ill-
timed act. 
Alan Levy Winnipeg

Alan Levy teaches Negotiation Strategy and Tactics at Brandon
University and he has taught in the graduate Program at Tel Aviv
University, Evans Centre for Justice and Peace . As well, as in the UK.
Europe, Aisa, and Australia.

Toronto university student union approves 
Holocaust Education Week following walkout

(JTA) – The student union board at Ryerson University in Toronto
approved a resolution to commemorate Holocaust Education Week less
than a month after a walkout by students when it was first introduced. 

The resolution passed unanimously last week called on the Ryerson
Students’ Union to offer annual Holocaust education programs to empha-
size “the value of pluralism and the acceptance of diversity,” the
Canadian Jewish News reported. A member of the Ryerson Hillel Jewish
students’ group had submitted the resolution. 

At the student union’s semiannual general meeting on Nov. 29, a group
led by the Students for Justice in Palestine and the Muslim Students
Association staged a walkout rather than vote on the resolution. The
meeting lost its quorum and the resolution was tabled. 

In the three weeks between the two meetings, Jewish organizations –
including the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs, Hillel Ontario,
StandWithUs Canada and Students Supporting Israel at Ryerson – met
with members of the Ryerson Students’ Union to explain the importance
of Holocaust Education Week, a national designation, according to the
CJN. 

“I am pleased that the RSU passed this very important motion support-
ing Holocaust Education Week,” Ryerson University President Mohamed
Lachemi said in a statement. “At Ryerson, we are committed to promot-
ing positive dialogue and education on vital issues such as these. It is
essential that we continue to learn from each other as we strive with
mutual respect to ensure Ryerson fosters an inclusive, welcoming envi-
ronment for all.” 
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Analysis

After Obama, what Netanyahu and his rivals expect from a ‘new era’
By ANDREW TOBIN

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu expects a
“new era” when U.S. President-elect Donald Trump takes office next
month.

He said as much at a Hanukkah candle-lighting ceremony Saturday,
where he addressed the United Nations Security Council resolution passed
a day earlier against Israeli settlements in the West Bank and eastern
Jerusalem that the Obama administration declined to veto.

“The resolution that was passed at the U.N. yesterday is part of the swan
song of the old world that is biased against Israel, but, my friends, we are
entering a new era,” he said, mixing outrage with hope. “And just as
President-elect Trump said yesterday, it will happen much sooner than you
think.”

Trump has publicly given Netanyahu reason to be optimistic, at least on
his terms. Shortly after the resolution passed by a vote of 14-0 with the U.S.
abstaining, the president-elect tweeted: “As to the UN, things will be dif-
ferent after Jan. 20,” when he will become president.

His pick for ambassador to Israel, David Friedman, told a Jerusalem rally
in October, ahead of the U.S. presidential election, “The Trump adminis-
tration will never pressure Israel into a two-state solution or any other solu-
tion that is against the wishes of the Israeli people.”

If Netanyahu and Friedman are right, Israel’s
government could soon find itself with a freer
hand than ever in dealing with the Palestinians.
That government reflects how far the spectrum
has shifted rightward in decades of failed
Israeli-Palestinian peace talks, Israeli-Arab
wars, Palestinian terrorism, Middle Eastern
chaos and Israeli settlement building since the
Labor Party led Israel into the Oslo peace nego-
tiations with the Palestinians in 1993.

While the diminished left wants to try harder
to reach a negotiated peace deal leading to a
Palestinian state alongside Israel, the two main-
stream approaches to the Palestinians come
from what could now be called the center-right
– maintain a version of the status quo – and the
center, which favors unilateral withdrawal from
much of the West Bank.

Meanwhile, Israel’s empowered and vocal right wing supports the annex-
ation of large parts of the West Bank. On both the political extremes, there
is support for various versions of a single state for Israelis and Palestinians,
and there are many positions in between.

Netanyahu avowedly supports the leftist position of a negotiated two-
state solution. But many say his demanding conditions for the Palestinians
make him a de facto center rightist on the issue, and he has expressed sup-
port for the approaches of the right and even the center left. Here is a sur-
vey of the Israeli political map when it comes to the “Palestinian problem.”

The center right
The center-right view on the Palestinians,

rooted in the moderate wing of Netanyahu’s rul-
ing Likud party, is that the state should guide
settlement growth and keep its army in the West
Bank for the foreseeable future. Most of the
world views Israeli building in the West Bank
and eastern Jerusalem as illegal and an obstacle
to the creation of a Palestinian state. But Israel
has always rejected Palestinian claims to
Jerusalem, which it claims as its united capital,
and reserved the right to build there and on pub-
lic land in the West Bank.

Former Defense Minister Moshe Yaalon laid
out a version of this view in a Foreign Affairs
essay published online earlier this month.

“Palestinian reluctance to recognize Israel’s
right to exist as the nation-state of the Jewish
people,” not settlements, was the primary obsta-
cle to peace, he wrote.

Unilateral withdrawal, though appealing, was
not a solution, Yaalon said, because the
Palestinians are dependent on the Israeli econo-
my and infrastructure, and Israel needs to main-
tain military access to the West Bank. “Separation” would trigger an eco-
nomic and political crisis in the West Bank and threaten the security of
Israel and Jordan, he said.

Yaalon suggested that Israel work with others to promote Palestinian eco-
nomic growth, infrastructure development and good governance while
maintaining security cooperation with the Palestinian Authority. These
efforts eventually “could lay the groundwork for a true peace rooted in
mutual recognition and responsible cooperation,” he said.

He also urged the government to make clear it does not build outside

existing settlements and opposes “large-scale annexation of the West Bank
and Gaza.”

Avigdor Liberman, who was appointed defense minister at Yaalon’s
expense in May, has similarly spoken of developing the Palestinians’ infra-
structure and economy, and even of limiting settlement building. Last
month, the head of the hawkish Yisrael Beiteinu party told reporters that
Israel should make a deal with the Trump administration to build in the
major settlement blocs even if that meant freezing construction outside
them. But after coming under withering criticism from the right, he down-
played the suggestion.

The center left
The idea of unilateral withdrawal that

Yaalon argued against has been taken up in
recent years by centrist Israeli politicians,
most notably in the Labor and Yesh Atid par-
ties, both of which are in the political opposi-
tion.

In February, Labor unanimously voted to
shift its official strategy to separating from
the Palestinians. A month earlier, Isaac
Herzog, the head of Labor and the opposition,
laid out the plan in a speech at the
International Security Studies think tank in
Tel Aviv, saying a two-state solution was no
longer possible under the current conditions.

“I wish to separate from as many
Palestinians as possible, as quickly as possi-
ble. They over there and we over here; we’ll
erect a big wall between us,” he said.

Yair Lapid, the leader of Yesh Atid, who wants to be prime minister and
whom polls show challenging Netanyahu for the job, has called for a uni-
lateral Israeli pullout from parts of the West Bank. At a news conference
with foreign journalists in January, he said, “The details may be complex,
but the basic idea is simple – Israel doesn’t want to absorb 3.5 million
Palestinians [in the West Bank]. It is time to separate and guarantee our
future as a Jewish and democratic state.”

Amos Yadlin – the former head of military intelligence in the Israeli army
and the proposed defense minister for the Labor-dominated Zionist Union,
which came in second in the 2015 election – has also advocated unilateral
withdrawal to behind the West Bank security barrier in coordination with
the Palestinian Authority after another attempt at negotiating peace.
Recommending Israel hold onto the large settlement blocs and keep mili-
tary control of the Jordan Valley, Yadlin said withdrawal was preferable to
the “status quo.”

The 2014 strategic assessment of the Institute for National Security
Studies, which Yadlin leads, explained that the move “would reverse the
current trend that makes a separation increasingly hard to implement” and
head off Palestinian attempts to delegitimize Israel that could culminate in
pressure “for a single Arab-majority state between the river and the sea.”

The right
A growing number of politicians on the Israeli

right – especially among hard-line members of
Likud and the pro-settlement Jewish Home
party, which is part of the governing coalition –
want to annex large parts of the West Bank.
Supporters of this view have been emboldened
by Trump’s election in November and were
enraged by Friday’s resolution.

Education Minister Naftali Bennett, the head
of the pro-settler Jewish Home party, declared
the morning after Trump’s win: “The era of a
Palestinian state is over.” On Sunday, Bennett
said Israel must use the resolution to move for-
ward with his proposal to annex the some 60
percent of the West Bank under full Israeli con-
trol, starting with the large settlement of Maale
Adumim.

“It’s time to decide between two alternatives: surrendering our land or
sovereignty,” he said during a visit to the Western Wall. “We’ve tried sur-
rendering our land; it didn’t work. It is time for sovereignty.”

Several other government ministers, including some members of the
prime minister’s party, have also spoken out in favor of annexation since
the resolution was passed. Likud Public Security Minister Gilad Erdan
said, “We should make an effort to cut off all funding to the U.N. We
should announce the immediate annexation of the settlement blocs. … We
should renew construction throughout the land.”

In a 2014 article in The Wall Street Journal, Bennett explained that his
plan would grant full Israeli citizenship to the Palestinians living on the
land to be annexed and let Palestinians in the rest of the West Bank govern
themselves under Continued on page 9. See “Settlements”.

Former Defense
Minister

Moshe Yaalon: 
“Palestinian reluc-
tance to recognize
Israel’s right to exist as
the nation-state of the
Jewish people,” not
settlements, was the
primary obstacle to
peace.

Yesh Atid leader 
Yair Lapid

has called for a unilat-
eral Israeli pullout
from parts of the West
Bank.

Education Minister
Naftali Bennett

advocates annexing
some 60 percent of the
West Bank under full
Israeli control.

Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu

“avowedly supports the
leftist position of a
negotiated two-state
solution.”
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Community news Temple Shalom
Three of the Biggest Reform Jewish News

Stories of 2016 - by Kate Bigam
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I was invited into the group early on
and, although it seemed to me that most
of the others who were already in the
group were a few years older than me,

seeing posts of photos from over 50 years ago brought back a lot of mem-
ories.

It was when Zev Cohen, together with Avrum Rosner and local JWC
alumni Eileen Margulius Curtis and Bert Schaffer formulated an actual
plan to hold a reunion which, as Zev explained, came subsequent to his
visit here in September, that things really began to take off.

Dates for holding the reunion were set: Oct. 6-8, 2017 – which happens
to be Thanksgiving weekend and, with the Gray Academy offering to
host reunion participants, plans have been falling into place.

As word of the reunion has begun to spread, more and more former stu-
dents have been asking to join the group.

It occurred to me though that what was beginning to take shape was a
reunion of former Talmud Torah and Joseph Wolinsky students, more so
than Peretz School or Herzlia or Ramah students. 

I noted that in a post to the Facebook group. I also referred to the
extremely successful reunion of former Peretz School students, which
was held in 2003, when over 700 individuals attended that reunion here. 

Avrum Rosner responded this way:
“From day one we’ve defined it as a reunion of ‘all’ schools, even

though the impetus came from TT/JWC students. We’ve been in touch
with some Peretz School people including their organization (for reasons
of privacy they wouldn’t give their list of former students but promised
to send a message from us to all of them in January), and some will be
coming, but there is a limit to what we can do if the initiative doesn’t fil-
ter through their ranks. There could be various reasons including the fact
that they did have that enormous reunion and many don’t feel as though
they need another. The TT/JWC/Herzlia people on the other hand have
not had a reunion of those years and seem to be very excited about it.
Personally I’m fine with the way things are going and I’ll feel just as
happy and comfortable with 100 people, many of whom I know. 

“Given that the impetus came from TT/JWC students and that Peretz
has already had a reunion, it’s understandable that the initial excitement
and word-of-mouth has been primarily focused on the Hebrew schools,
which have never had a reunion of those years. But we’re reaching out to
everyone and hoping it expands.” 

But, as it turns out, a fair number of Peretz School students have been
expressing an interest in the reunion and, as word spreads, it is likely that
students from the south end schools are also going to want to participate
getting involved. 

Each day the number of individuals joining the Facebook group has
been growing by leaps and bounds. 

And, just like almost any other phenomenon that catches fire on the
Internet, each newcomer to the group seems to have a list of others who
might want to join as well.

As of Wednesday, December 21st, according to Zev Cohen, 64 former
students (not including spouses) had already put themselves into the
“going” category, of whom 24 are from Winnipeg and 40 are out of town-
ers. Of the 65 “maybes”, 13 are from Winnipeg and 52 are from out of
town. 

(It should be noted that on December 21st there were 209 members in
the Facebook group, but only two days later, the number had grown to
266. By December 30, the number had grown to 354.)

Aside from the reunion aspect of the Facebook group, what is sure to
be fascinating for a huge number of people are the pictures that have been
posted and are continuing to be posted on an ongoing basis. 

In time there will be complete yearbooks from 1959-1970 available for
viewing, although it seems to be the case, according to Avrum Rosner,
that there was no yearbook in 1960. 

Also, so far no one has been able to come up with a yearbook from
1968. (I used to have one, but it disappeared somewhere along the way.
If anyone has one, Danial Sprintz at Camp Massad would love to get a
hold of it so that he can scan it for the group.)

So – after reading all this you think that you’d like to join this group;
there are several ways you can do that. 

Either have a friend who’s already in the group invite you in or do the
following (according to Avrum Rosner): Start typing the following in the
Facebook search bar:

“1950s Winnipeg Talmud Torah and Peretz School students (and oth-
ers)”

The group will should show up before you finish typing the second
word. Then just click on the group name, and you will see a couple of
“Join Group” boxes. Click on one of those, and wait to be approved by
one of the administrators. It won’t take long!”

You can also send an email to wjsreunion2017@hotmail.com. Please
include details about which school you attended (including the years you
went) and where you now live.

Reunion
Continued from page 1.

Reform rabbis hold the first egalitarian prayer service at the Western Wall. 
In February, as part of the Central Conference of American Rabbis’ 2016 conven-

tion, dozens of rabbis came together for the first official morning prayer service held
in the area of the Western Wall designated for non-Orthodox worship, starting with
the Shehecheyanu prayer for the celebration of special occasions. Though plenty of
skirmishes at and about the Kotel followed throughout the year, this moment of peace-
ful prayer and togetherness marked an historic step in our continuing quest to create
a more pluralistic and tolerant 
Accomplished Reform Jewish Olympian takes home gold… again!

Aly Raisman, the most decorated gymnast at the 2012 Olympic Games, made a tri-
umphant return to the 2016 games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, winning a gold medal with
the U.S. team and taking home silver in the individual all-arounds and floor exercise.
Raisman, 22, grew up at Reform synagogue Temple Beth Avodah in Newton, MA; in
October, Central Synagogue, one of the largest Reform temples in New York City,
hosted a sold-out conversation with her about the role Judaism plays in her life. Israel.
A new book celebrates and examines 40+ years of women in the rabbinate. 

In May, CCAR Press published its much-anticipated book The Sacred Calling, a
collection of essay that examine the ways in which the reality of women in the rab-
binate has impacted on all aspects of Jewish life, including congregational culture,
liturgical development, life cycle ritual, the Jewish healing movement, spirituality,
theology, and more. Writes contributing essayist Rabbi Laura Geller, “This book is a
powerful illustration of the importance of the journey.”
The Top 10 Biggest Reform Jewish News Stories of 2016 | ReformJudaism.org

Friday January 6 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Sherry Wolfe-Elazar
& David Vamos

Saturday January 7 12noon Yoga Shalom
Sunday January 8 10:30am Judaic School resumes
Friday January 13 5:15pm Children’s Shabbat Service with Rabbi Tepper

7:30pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Tepper with 
Janet Pelletier-Goetze

Saturday January 14 10:30am Torah Study with Rabbi Tepper
12noon Yoga Shalom
7:30pm Havdalah & Adult Ed with Rabbi Tepper:- 

‘Engaging the Holocaust on the theatrical stage’
Monday January 16 6-7pm Read Hebrew Class resumes with Ruth Livingston
Friday January 20 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led with Janet Pelletier-Goetze
Saturday January 21 12noon Yoga Shalom

7pm Movie Night with Anita Moeller - the Polish film,
“Ida.” Set in Poland in 1962, by Pawel Pawlikowski,
won the 2013 Academy Award for Best Foreign
Language Film.
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Community newsNew Rady JCC Course – 
“Terrorism and Political Violence”

with Dr. Tami Jacoby
These days, no other issue generates as much debate, emotion, and

controversy as does terrorism.  Since the terrorist attacks of 9/11 and
the multitude of so many since, a coalition of states has been fighting
a “war on terror” in virtually all corners of the globe. This “war” has
had a fundamental impact on domestic societies and their internation-
al obligations.

Beloved former Peretz School
teacher celebrates 100th birthday

By MYRON LOVE
In 30 years as a

teacher at the I.L.
Peretz Folk School,
Betty Warshawsky
made a lasting impres-
sion on many of her
students. 

Three years ago,
when the graduating
class of 1963 held a
reunion to celebrate 50
years since they gradu-
ated from Peretz
School, they made sure
to include their teacher,
Betty Warshawsky and
her two daughters,
Rochelle Glass and Val
Leibl.

“I was the guest of honour,” Warshawsky recalls. “I had to give a
speech.”

And at a Peretz School reunion concert a few year earlier at the
Playhouse, former student Kenny Maslowsky wrote a song in
Warshawsky’s honour.

On January 1, Betty Warshawsky celebrated her 100th birthday with an
afternoon tea for 60 family members (she has eight grandchildren and
five great-grandchildren), friends and former students at the Shaftesbury
Retirement Home where she has been living for the past few years.

Betty Warshawsky’s life journey began far from here in a small com-
munity in Poland (an area which is now part of Ukraine). She grew up
one of nine siblings in a Zionist household. When the Nazis came, she
and her first husband (He was a Communist, she says.) had already fled
eastward. 

While her oldest brother, Sam Pomerantz, had immigrated to Winnipeg
in 1929 (where the Pomerantz Family had other relatives), the rest of the
family perished in the Holocaust. Betty herself was soon widowed when
her husband joined the Russian army and never returned.

Warshawsky spent the war years in Uzbekistan where she was a
teacher. In Uzbekistan, she met Herszel Warshawsky. He was a night
watchman at the school where she was teaching. They were married in
1944.

After the war, the young couple was determined to go to Palestine. The
British authorities though had other ideas. The ship they were on was
intercepted by the British and Betty and Herszel and their six-week-old
daughter, Rochelle, were interned in Cyprus.

“I was still nursing our daughter,” she recalls. “The children were put
in a separate children’s home up a mountain. I climbed up that mountain
three times a day to be with Rochelle.”

It was none other than Golda Meir who came to their rescue. She came
to Cyprus and persuaded the British to allow young families out of the
camp to continue on to Palestine.

The family settled near Bnai Brak and Herzsel fought with the IDF in
the Liberation struggle. 

But life in the new Jewish state was difficult and – after her brother,
Sam, discovered that his sister had survived the war and was living in
Israel, he contacted Betty and Herzsel and, in 1950, sent them tickets to
come to Winnipeg. They arrived during the great flood, Betty
Warshawsky recalls.

Warshawsky began her teaching career at Peretz School in 1957 – after
her daughters were both of school age. (Val was born shortly after the
family arrived here). She taught Grades 2 and 4. “I loved teaching,” she
says. “I have a lot of good memories.”

She retired in 1986. “Herzsel and I wanted to travel,” she says. “We
went to Israel seven times. We also visited Brazil, where we had cousins.
And, we used to drive down to Tucson or Palm Springs and spend the
winters there.”

Widowed since 2005, Betty Warshawsky still keeps active at the
Shaftesbury. She attends Yiddish lectures and enjoys Rabbi Shmuley
Altein’s round table Torah discussion. She also exercises regularly.

“My mother is fitter than I am,” jokes her daughter, Valerie. 

BETTY WARSHAWSKY
“I was the guest of honour. 

I had to give a speech.”

This new course by Dr. Jacoby offers students, a window onto the
central features of domestic and international terrorism, with an
emphasis on Canada.  

The presenter, Dr. Tami Amanda Jacoby is an associate professor in
the Department of Political Studies at the University of Manitoba,
where she has worked since 1998. She teaches and researches in the
areas of Middle East politics, the Arab-Israeli Conflict, gender, griev-
ance-based identity and Diaspora. 

Her publications include, Redefining Security in the Middle East,
Women in Zones of Conflict: Power and Resistance in Israel, Bridging
the Barrier: Israeli Unilateral Disengagement and A Theory of
Victimhood. She has already presented several well attended classes
for the Rady.

Terrorism and Political Violence runs from January 17 until
Tuesday, March 21 and meets at 7:00 pm. It’s one of the many stim-
ulating Adult Learning and Special Interest programs The Rady JCC
has to offer, from The People of The Book Club and Harkada Israeli
Dance nights to languages, In the Know and the Rady Wellness Series.

To register, please contact the Rady JCC at (204) 477-7510 or on-
line at www.radyjcc.com

For more information about the course Terrorism and Political
Violence, contact Debbie Figowy at 204 477-7534 or
dfigowy@radyjcc.com
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Analysis

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Rami Kimchi, an Israeli film scholar wrote a book about

the origins of Israeli “Burekas” comedies in classic Yiddish
literature. These popular movies done by Ashkenazi directors
represent the new Sephardi immigrants in the same negative
ways Yiddish writers described the Shtetl as a backward
primitive space. In order to leave the Shtetl the Sephardi
Jews need to marry Ashkenazi Jews and become Israeli. A
gut zis yor from the Canadian diaspora.

what he has called “auton-
omy on steroids.” He also
called for the dismantling

of all roadblocks and checkpoints, as well as the security bar-
rier, to “allow Palestinians complete freedom of movement”
and taking steps to grow the West Bank’s economy.

“Annexing Area C [the West Bank areas under full Israeli
control, where the settlements stand] would limit conflict by
reducing the size of the territory in dispute, which would
make it easier to one day reach a long-term peace agreement,”
Bennett said. “Annexation would also allow Israel to secure
vital interests: providing security for Jerusalem and the Gush
Dan region along Israel’s central coast, protecting Israeli com-
munities within Area C, and applying Israeli sovereignty over
national heritage sites such as the Cave of the Patriarchs in
Hebron, the burial place of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.”

Critics charge that Bennett’s solution is just another version
of the one-state solution, only with Israel ruling a restless,
stateless population.

The left
The only Jewish party on the left

holding high the torch of negotia-
tions with the Palestinians is
Meretz, which squeaked into the
Knesset in 2015 with the fewest
number of seats. Meretz chair-
woman Zahava Galon on Friday
was one of the few Israeli voices to
welcome the resolution against the
settlements.

In a 2013 speech at the annual
conference of J Street, the dovish
American pro-Israel lobby, she said
separation from the Palestinians was
not enough. Galon called for Israel
to negotiate a two-state solution
with the Palestinians based on
recognition of their claims to the West Bank and eastern
Jerusalem, and to resettle settlers “into the internationally rec-
ognized borders of the State of Israel.”

“My Israeli colleagues, Tzipi Livni [the head of Kadima, the
other party in the Zionist Union] and Shelly Yachimovich [a
Labor Knesset member], who spoke before me at this confer-
ence, all articulated so correctly their support for separation
from the Palestinians because they care about Israel’s future,
because they care about Israel’s security and because they
care about Israel’s interests. I do, too. But I would like to
remind everyone that even if Israel’s future is secured, even if
our security is not threatened, even if our interests were for-
ever protected, that in itself would not be enough as long as
we are still an occupying nation,” she said.

The right and center insist that the two-state solution is a
non-starter as long as the Palestinians refuse to recognize
Israel as a Jewish state or relinquish the “right of return” for
Palestinians who were displaced from their homes during
Arab wars with Israel.

The Arab Joint List, now the third largest political grouping
in the Knesset, wants Israel to pull its army and settlers out of
the entire West Bank and eastern Jerusalem to make room for
a Palestinian state there. It also demands the release of all
“political prisoners” and the “right of return.”

Arab-Israeli parties have never joined the governing coali-
tion, though during Oslo they propped up then-Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin from the opposition.

Joint List head Ayman Odeh told JTA in September: “We
are still not ripe to be part of the coalition. But if it will be
dependent on us if the right will go back to government or not,
we cannot sit on the sidelines. Is this answer enough?”

Meretz Chairwoman
Zahava Galon

welcomed the resolu-
tion against the settle-
ments.

Settlements
(Continued from page 6.)



By BERNIE BELLAN
There’s an interesting phenomenon occurring

in Winnipeg when it comes to the availability of
kosher foods: While the number of individuals
who keep strictly kosher is on the decline, the
selection of kosher foods available has grown by
leaps 

On the opposite page we have an article about
a mother and daughter who are now providing
kosher baked goods. As well, various stores
throughout Winnipeg have special kosher sec-
tions and those stores usually add to their inven-
tories prior to major Jewish holidays, particularly
Passover.

But I doubt that any store has gone further in
adding to its selection of kosher goods than
Sobeys on Taylor. What I am about to write is not
a paid advertorial. I was not approached by
Sobeys to write about the Taylor store, although
that store does advertise with us from time to time
– as do other Winnipeg grocery stores.

What happened is that when I was attending a
Rady JCC seniors’ expo event a number of weeks
back, one of the exhibitors at that expo happened
to be Sobeys on Taylor. I had never met the store
manager, Lori Acquisto, prior to that day,
although I had corresponded with her from time
to time through email. When I stopped to intro-
duce myself – and Lori introduced herself to me
as well, (She also introduced me to Rebecca
Abraham, who provides Lori with advice on kosher foods, especially ones
that are popular during certain Jewish holidays), I was fascinated to learn
how much Sobeys has been adding to its kosher food selection since Lori
took over as store manager about a year and a half ago.

Subsequently, I contacted Lori and said that I’d like to take a tour of the 
store with her to see what exactly has been done there by way of adding to
the kosher food section. Lori agreed and two weeks ago I went to the store

to meet with her.
As we began to walk through the store Lori explained to me the circum-

stances whereby she became the store’s manager. It turns out that not only
is Lori the manager of the store, she and her husband, Rob, also own the
store. Lori and Rob, both having formerly been with Safeway, have a com-
bined experience of 50 years in the grocery business. 

The Safeway store which Lori had managed also catered to a sizeable
Jewish clientele, so Lori was quite familiar with kosher foods. As she now
says, “When we bought this store (Sobeys on Taylor) my husband and I
made expanding the kosher selection our goal.”

So, how does Lori know which kosher foods to bring in? It’s a combina-
tion of relying upon the advice of a wide range of individuals, she explains.
In addition to Rebecca Abraham, Lori was able to take advantage of advice
from a recent Israeli immigrant to Winnipeg, Marina Mualem who hap-
pened to be working in the store (and who, just recently, took some time
off for the birth of her first child. Coincidentally, as I was walking through
the store with Lori, Marina also happened to be in the store with her hus-
band, Meni, and their baby.)

Other Israeli customers have also given Lori suggestions as to which
foods would be popular with Israelis, such as baba ganush with eggplant
and matbucha (which is like salsa). As a result, the kosher dairy and pareve
section of the store looks like something you’d probably see in a large
Israeli supermarket.

It was also at the behest of her Israeli customers that Lori began to order
“Bamba”, which is a very popular Israeli snack (and which has proven to
be successful in preventing peanut allergies among young children.
Surprisingly, even though Bamba is made from peanuts, it turns out that
exposing children to peanut-based products in infancy prevents peanut
allergies. Many Winnipeg pediatricians are now recommending Bamba to
mothers.)

Lori was absolutely amazed at the reception that Bamba received once
she started ordering it. “We were going through ten cases a week during the
summer,” she says.

While Israeli foods occupy a major component of the total number of the
kosher foods available at Sobeys on Taylor (and practically any Israeli food
imported here is going to be kosher for obvious reasons), when it comes
time to bringing in foods produced in Canada and the United States, Lori
says she has been turning to the two local agents for kosher foods: Don
Weidman and Marsha Freidman. Both have been extremely helpful in
sourcing kosher products, Lori says.

What makes Sobeys on Taylor’s presentation of its kosher foods even
more pleasing moreover is how attractively they’re displayed. The kosher
meat and poultry section, for instance, is in a vertical stand-up freezer
where packages are standing upright – as opposed to the chest freezers in
other stores where items seem to be just tossed in and don’t look particu-
larly appetizing.

Altogether, Lori says that Sobeys on Taylor has now tripled the total
number of kosher products it has to offer. That wouldn’t have happened if
the demand weren’t there. 
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Sobeys on Taylor triples the size of its kosher food selection



Scrumptious local kosher treats on the rise
Some kosher Israeli products, such as Osem

cakes, are available in today’s market, thanks in
part to preservatives. 

But, there is nothing like a homemade treat to
end a festive meal. Even if one does not have
time to make it, there is now another choice –
ones that are not only Kosher Parve, but also
made locally in small batches; they’re also
gluten free: decadent macaroons.

These macaroons (and other products) are made by Winnipeg’s Piccola
Cucina (“little kitchen”). The company was founded by mom and daughter
Italian duo, Anita and Pina Romolo , who have been baking together since
Pina was very young.

When Anita and Pina found themselves out of work in 2009, they decid-
ed to open up shop - at first selling biscotti. 

Today, Anita spends most of her time in their gluten free and kosher cer-
tified commercial kitchen on Keewatin Street in Winnipeg, while Pina
keeps busy selling the products and developing their business. 

“The business evolved over the years from making biscotti to making
amaretti, a traditional Italian macaroon made with a base of almonds,” said
Pina. “In 2011, gluten free was becoming more prevalent. And so, we
decided to just make Italian-inspired almond macaroons using amaretti as
our base product and phased out the biscotti.

“The macaroons were inherently gluten free, so we pivoted and changed
direction, deciding to manufacture only gluten free products made with the
goodness of almonds.

“The first five years of our business was spent perfecting the product,
creating different flavours, understanding the natural food industry and
potential consumer, and innovating new product that included a sweetened
and an unsweetened pie shell.”

Pina had been approached on different occasions by rabbis representing
different organizations, offering kosher certification for their products. 

After much research and getting to know the market, Pina decided that
kosher is an important certification. She found that it is important not only
for those who keep kosher, but for others as well, due to the perception of
kosher that many products which receive kosher certification are healthier,
safer, more nutritionally enhanced, and prepared hygienically.

Once they decided to get kosher certified, the Romolos next had to sift
through the different certification options. They decided to choose
EarthKosher, as they liked the way they do business. 

“I interviewed a few of their current clients, other food manufacturers in
the U.S., and everyone was pleased with their no nonsense approach to cer-
tifying products,” said Pina. 

“The team at EarthKosher made it easy for us to understand what keep-
ing kosher means and how it applies to our food manufacturing business.
They also understood us and our small business, and made it affordable to
become Kosher Parve certified.” According to EarthKosher’s website,
EarthKosher provides kosher certification to over 350 companies in 20+
countries and growing. It was founded in 2004 by CEO Zachary
Goldman, with the vision of assisting companies to become
kosher certified in an affordable and accepted manner.

Their core values include an absolute commitment to straight-
forward business practices, compassion for small businesses,
and specialization in the natural products industry.

EarthKosher’s Rav Hamachshir (Senior Kashrus
Administrator), Rabbi Zushe Yosef Blech of Monsey, NY, is
considered a leading authority on the integration of all aspects
of modern food technology with regard to kosher certification
requirements.

Right now, Pina is in the midst of working with different
Jewish organizations to introduce Piccola Cucina to a broader
audience. “I have just begun my work on presenting our prod-
ucts to synagogues, including a recent meeting with Chef Joel
Lafond of Shaarey Zedek, in hopes of making our products
available for catering functions,” said Pina. “I also look forward
to meetings with Bermax, as well as the Fairmont kosher
kitchen.”

Piccola Cucina’s products are unique, as Pina explained,
“they are made with all natural ingredients, getting back to
basics, and enjoying time with family and friends...which was
just made that much easier, even when hosting people with
nutritional and/faith restrictions.” 

Piccola Cucina offers six flavours of Italian-style almond
macaroons that are free from gluten, dairy, grains, soy, corn,
and yeast, that are vegetarian and low in sodium, and that are
great for low carbohydrates, high protein, and paleo lifestyles.

Flavours include amaretti (original almond), chocoretti
(chocolate), pistachioretti (pistachio), limonetti (lemon), wal-
nutti (walnut), and coconutti (coconut).

Recently, Piccola Cucina added almond pie shells – both
sweetened and unsweetened – to their offerings. Like the mac-

aroons, the slightly sweetened
shell is free from gluten, dairy,
grains, soy, corn, and yeast, is
vegetarian and low in sodium,
and great for low carbohydrates
and paleo lifestyles. The
unsweetened and vegan pie
shell is free from gluten, dairy,
soy, corn, and yeast, is low in
sodium, and is great for savoury
dishes or for diabetics to enjoy.

The company’s future plans
include continual expansion
across Canada in the natural
and specialty food arena, as
well as branching out to export
to the U.S..

Piccola Cucina products can
be ordered online at picco-
lacucina.ca, as well via many local retailers, such as, DeLuca’s, GJ
Andrews, Red River Coop, Save on Foods, and Vita Health stores (as well
as across the country).

A full listing of retailers is available at the Piccola Cucina website and
more information can also be found via social media platforms (i.e.
Facebook at facebook.com/piccolacucinainc, twitter at @piccolacucina,
and instagram at piccolacucinainc).
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Mother-daughter duo Anita
(left) and Pina Romolo



This Ain’t No Free Lunch: Being Part of a Functional Family
In Vayigash, the Torah portion (Genesis

44:1847:27) for January 7, 2017, there’s a Jewish
family that isn’t functional. There are problems
here that, upon examination, are really hard. One
issue is that Joseph, in Egypt, is put in a tough
position when his brothers, faced with famine,
come to him for help. Joseph’s brothers treated
him horribly. Joseph struggles with his interac-
tions with them, and yet he forgives them.

Joseph could have made his family suffer, but in the end, he is compas-
sionate…he lets go of an awful part of his past for the greater good.

Another issue in this family drama is a lack of trust. When it’s time for
Jacob to go to Egypt, he has a dream in which G-d reassures him, saying
“don’t be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make you a great people
there.” (Genesis 46:3) Any pop psychologist would say that if you had a
dream telling you not to be afraid, you can probably assume that you were
afraid in the first place. Jacob was acknowledging his fears. Did he trust his
sons? Did he feel safe contemplating this journey? Would his family pro-
tect him in his old age?

If somebody read a novel about this, the blurb would read “dysfunction-
al family saga.”
However, this is a
really old story, in a
famously bestselling
book. You’d think
we’d all have thought
about these issues by
now, right?

We humans are
famous for enacting
these dysfunctional
dramas repeatedly.
When the upsetting
family disaster hap-
pens, a leader has to
take charge, behave in
an upright and com-
passionate way, and
hopefully get the fam-
ily out of crisis.

You don’t have to
face a gory skeleton in
your family closet to
have serious issues to
resolve. It can be
something dire, but
perhaps less primal
than actual starvation.
I’ll give you a
metaphor instead.
Pretend the Winnipeg
Jewish community is
a single family.

If you regularly
attend Jewish com-
munity events, I’ll bet
you ate something
there. Let’s imagine
that you’re a regular
attendee at a religious
service or event. Once
a week, you eat lunch
there. Let’s use some-
thing specific: Your
family eats Kiddush
lunch every Saturday
after synagogue ser-
vices.

If you went out to
lunch once a week,
what would it cost per
person? $10? $15?
Let’s say that lunch
out every week costs
$60 for your house-
hold. However, you
eat it for free at syna-
gogue. Is it really
free?

Well, no, somebody
pays for it. If you’re a
synagogue member

somewhere (and thank you for paying your membership willingly and con-
tributing to a functional “family” dynamic), maybe your membership pays
it. You pay $3000 a year, right? What? You don’t? Hmmm. Who is paying
for lunch then?

OK, say you do pay that much in membership fees as a stand-up member
of your community. Great. I was wondering though – who pays for elec-
tricity? And the heat? What about the rabbi’s, program director’s, caterer’s,
office manager’s and custodians’ salaries? 

Oh, I can hear somebody internally rationalizing…somebody else pays
for all that. Really? If you did your household budget this way, and you
covered the grocery bills, what would happen to the heat? The lights? The
other daily expenses? Would it be a crisis if your Manitoba household bud-
get only covered the groceries and not the heat?

Joseph was a wealthy guy by the time his brothers came to Egypt. He was
compassionate. He did what needed to be done – he was a leader who made
sure his family didn’t starve during a serious famine.

Our Jewish organizations: our synagogues, learning centers, community
center, etc., trust and rely on us to be upright folk. These ‘family’ organiz-
ers want to feel safe and rely on us – but like Jacob, they worry and need
reassurance. These institutions expect us to understand that we need to pay
up if we are going to use their services. It might be hard to make member-
ship payments and donations. Maybe it forces us to give up something else
to do it. My household certainly can’t afford to eat out all the time AND
pay for these things, too, but we have to balance our budget. 

Why do we take more than we give? Why do we ask our Jewish institu-
tions to exist in “famine” mode? 

Here’s the kicker. I was at services one week when somebody’s Jewish
child made a mess on the floor. The congregation’s housekeeper saw this,
and asked the child to help her clean it up. The child responded that he
would not, saying “Wasn’t that her job?”

Joseph was harmed irreparably by his family. They behaved terribly
towards him, and yet, he managed to rise above this shame. When our chil-
dren behave this way, they aren’t behaving like good people – or good
Jews. We force those who work for us to rise above their shame and con-
tinue to deal with us. Why? These employees are dependent on our com-
munity for their income, just as Joseph’s hungry family became dependent
on him.

Hunger, crisis, shame, distrust, and mistreatment are all signs of familial
dysfunction. We can rise above this as compassionate people, so let’s start
acting like it. Why not pay your membership fees, make donations or vol-
unteer hours equivalent to the services you really get at your Jewish insti-
tution/congregation? (Or even, just to cover what you eat?) Why not honor
and respect those who choose to work for the Jewish community? Paying
your way and treating others with respect are two things that might help
your family members to trust and respect you, too. Try being a ‘bigger per-
son’ and part of a functional Jewish community and family life. Be like
Joseph.

Joanne Seiff is the author of a new book – From the Inside Out: Jewish
Post & News Columns 2015-2016. This collection of essays is now avail-
able for digital download, or as a paperback from Amazon. See more about
her on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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By

JOANNE SEIFF

France rejects Israeli defense chief’s comparison of
Paris peace summit to Dreyfus trial

JERUSALEM (JTA) – France rejected the Israeli defense minister’s
comparison of next month’s Middle East peace summit in Paris to the anti-
Semitic Dreyfus trial. 

French Foreign Ministry officials said Monday that the Jan. 15 meeting
was being held to “re-affirm” the international community’s commitment
to a two-state solution. 

Earlier in the day, Avigdor Liberman told a meeting of his Yisrael
Beiteinu party: “It is not a peace conference, but a tribunal against Israel
that is intended to harm Israel and its good name. It will not just be a trial
against Israel, but a modern Dreyfus trial. Look at how all of France has
been voting against us. We know the direction and the goal of the confer-
ence. It adds to the atmosphere in France against Jews.” 

Liberman then called for Jews to leave France and make aliyah. 
The Dreyfus Affair was the anti-Semitic 1894 show trial and conviction

of a French Jewish officer, Alfred Dreyfus, on fraudulent espionage
charges. Dreyfus was later pardoned and then exonerated. 

France hopes to gather the foreign ministers of up to 50 countries for the
conference. The summit is a follow-up of a similar meeting held in Paris in
June. Neither Israeli nor Palestinian representatives were invited to that
meeting. 

Israel has dismissed the summit as doomed because it does not involve
direct talks between Israelis and Palestinians. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu told French President Francois
Hollande earlier this month that Israel would not attend the conference, but
that he was open to meeting with Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas “for direct talks without preconditions” if France cancels
the summit. 
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Former Winnipeggers

There are those that fall into a
career by accident; Lisa Corne
would not fall into that catego-
ry. She would be in a category
which would be defined as the
“family business.” She is now
the third generation Corne to be
a lawyer. But, some would
argue she has taken the family
business to an even higher level
than ever before. 

To get a real understanding of
Lisa Corne and her career in
law as a third generation legal
beagle, you have to go back to
the first Corne lawyer: H.I.
Corne. H.I. (who, I conjecture,
used those initials to indicate
his age would be “HIgh” at his death, as in 98), was an early graduate of
the Manitoba Law School in 1926. He practiced on his own until his
nephews, Alvin and Martin, sons of H.I.’s brother, Dave Corne, a former
owner of the Western Jewish News, joined him, forming a law firm known
as Corne, Gillis, Corne and Corne. H.I. established a scholarship at the
University of Manitoba Law school that is still handed out to this day. Then
came the second generation of Corne lawyers, as in Alvin and Martin. 

Most Winnipeggers will know the names Martin and Alvin Corne. Both
were long-time practicing lawyers in Winnipeg. They established a law
firm which still continues to this day, though both Alvin and Martin are
retired. They did real estate deals of every kind; as well, Martin developed
a large litigation office. In short, the Corne brothers took the law practice
of their uncle and grew it to a level H. I. could not have foreseen. Then
came Lisa, daughter to Martin and his wife, the former Gail Rosenstock.
Lisa has taken the Corne name to even higher heights in the legal world.
That is a big statement given the success her father, uncle and great-uncle
had in their respective legal careers. 

But, if you read her resumé, you realize that Lisa Corne, whose sense of
humour reminds me of her father, has definitely become a star in the
Toronto legal scene. She can best be described as a litigator (following her

father), but her career has now evolved into a specialty: insolvency law.
Lisa has particular expertise in restructuring and insolvency law, receiver-
ship, bankruptcy and court supervised restructuring processes. One area
where you might find Lisa Corne is in the representation of the interests of
lenders, shareholders, debtors receivers, and trustees in all kinds of insol-
vency proceedings. She has appeared regularly before the Ontario Courts,
General Division; the Ontario Court of Appeal; the Federal Court of
Canada; and its Appeal Court. You could say that Lisa Corne knows the
courtroom. In short, she is a commercial litigator with a focus on the world
of insolvency and all that means. 

In addition to her work, Lisa is active in the Canadian and Ontario Bar
Associations and, in fact, was an instructor for the Law Society of Upper
Canada Bar admission course for insolvency. 

Lisa took her legal training at the University of Manitoba law school -
just like her Corne predecessors. In 1988, she was called to the Ontario Bar.
Given her legal pedigree, it was not that surprising that she entered law in
the first place, although she points out that it was just “a way to earn a liv-
ing.” But, she admits, more likely her biggest influence was her father, who
was able to tell stories about his legal work in ways that a youngster could
absorb. Thus, through osmosis, Lisa was attracted to the profession. 

Lisa is married to another former Winnipegger: Michael Klein, an artist
and art dealer. They already have two grown children. One might conjec-
ture that there is a foutth generation legal career for a Corne in the offing.

Lisa Corne - Continuing the Corne Legal Tradition

By

GERRY POSNER

LISA CORNE

B’nai Brith Yachad Couples Unit at Simkin Centre

Every year, the Yachad Unit has been providing goodies and
entertainment (Choir Shalom) for the residents of the Simkin
Centre. This year was no different, as members of Yachad
Couples turned out Wednesday, December 28.David Steinberg appointed to Order of Canada

By BERNIE BELLAN
Winnipeg-born David Steinberg is one of five

Manitobans appointed to the Order of Canada,
Canada’s highest honour.

Born in 1942 to Yasha, a Romanian-born rabbi,
and Ruth Steinberg, David attended Talmud Torah
as a youngster. A 1950 issue of The Jewish Post
contains our earliest reference to young David. At
the closing exercises of the Talmud Torah that
year, it is noted that, “In a closing dramatic  presentation, David
Steinberg portrayed Moses receiving the  Ten Commandments. The
youngster’s reading of the Commandments in Hebrew was warmly
received.”

At the age of 16, Steinberg left Winnipeg to attend yeshiva in Chicago.
It was there that he saw the Second City Comedy Troupe and was
inspired to start a comedy act.

Years later, I recall seeing Steinberg on the Smother Brothers Comedy
Hour, again playing the part of Moses. Here is how the sketch went: “In
his re-telling of Moses and the burning bush, God urges Moses to take off
his shoes and approach. Moses burns his feet and God gleefully shouts
‘Aha! Third one today!’ “ I’m not sure whether it was that sketch or
another irreverent one about Jonah and the whale that eventually led to
the Smothers Brothers being cancelled, but I’m sure that his sense of
humour was honed in those early years at the Talmud Torah.

In a 2013 interview that Steinberg gave to Brad Oswald of the Free
Press, he noted that “Everything about Winnipeg is meaningful to me – I
was born there, I was a teenager there, and everything about what I do
now was formed in Winnipeg. I listened to the radio in Winnipeg and
heard Wayne and Shuster and Foster Hewitt and Jack Benny. And I got
up in front of large groups of people there, at the YMHA; I didn’t realize
it at the time it was the foundation for standup comedy.”



Great detective yarn from 19th Century
“The Lost Book of Moses”
“The Hunt for the World’s Oldest Bible” 
Written by Chanan Tigay
HarperCollins Publishers, New York, 2016,
354 pages
Reviewed by JOSEPH LEVEN

“The Lost Book of Moses” by Chanan Tigay is
partly a book of archaeology, partly a book of
modern history, partly a biography, but above all
else it is a detective story. And a very enjoyable
detective story it is, as the author, an Israeli-born
journalist and academic, journeys around the
world in pursuit of Moses Wilhelm Shapiro.

The story begins one Friday night in 2010 as Tigay was having dinner
at his family’s home, when his father told a story about a man named
Moses Wilhelm Shapiro. Tigay’s father, Jeffrey Tigay, is a Bible scholar
who spent 16 years writing a commentary on the book of Deuteronomy.
Shapira, he related, had claimed to have discovered an ancient copy of
Deuteronomy in 1883, which he tried to sell to the British Museum. The
scrolls were labelled as frauds, Shapira died soon thereafter, and the scrolls
disappeared from history.

From this bare bones of a story began a five year journey around the
world, during which Tigay did his best to find out what had really hap-
pened, both to Shapira and to the scrolls. This should have been a leisure-
ly investigation into a long-forgotten corner of history, except that soon
after beginning his quest, Tigay became aware that another Israeli, the film-
maker Yoram Sabo, was hard at work plowing the same ground. Not just
that, but Sabo had been pursuing his research for 30 years! So now, Tigay
found himself with the odds heavily against him in a race to beat Sabo to
the truth.

So here’s what he found out (This being a detective story, I will not reveal
the ending.):

Moses Wilhelm Shapira was born Jewish in 1830 in Kamenets-Podolsk
and departed for Palestine in the mid-1850s. En route, he was converted to
Christianity by missionaries and arrived in Jerusalem as the ultimate out-
sider – a newcomer shunned by the Jews, but not fully accepted by the
Christians. There he married a German Christian woman and opened a
shop selling religious objects and souvenirs to Christian pilgrims.

It wasn’t long before Shapira began dabbling in ancient relics, particu-
larly pottery, which was just beginning to be in high demand by travelers.
Soon he was traveling to Europe, selling his wares to the likes of the Royal
Library in Berlin and the British Museum, and making a name for himself
in this booming new field.

As is so often the case when a man rises up in the world too quickly,
Shapira began to overreach. His first expedition into controversy had to do
with the Moabite Stone. Tigay tells this story in detail in his book – suffice
to say that Shapira was caught with his hand in the cookie jar. He had sold

a collection of 2000 pieces of Moabitica (arti-
facts from ancient Moab) to the Royal Museum
of Prussia for the equivalent of $235,000, pieces
of which were later discredited as forgeries and
frauds. Whether Shapira knew them to be fakes
or not is not certain, but the story of the
Moabitica is only the prelude to the book’s main
theme.

I should mention that Tigay employs the well-
worn literary device of flipping back and forth
between chapters discussing his research, the
people he meets, the places he visits and the
clues that he discovers - and chapters describing
the events in Shapira’s life, as he careens to self-
destruction. The chapters devoted to Tigay’s hunt

are every bit as enjoyable as those devoted to Shapira.
Returning to Shapira’s story, after the Moabitica disgrace he gradually

pulled himself together, shifting his field of interest from pottery to manu-
scripts. Surprisingly, the British Museum began buying from him. As Tigay
says, “Perhaps in their zeal to amass the finest collection of old Hebrew
documents in the world, they were willing to hold their noses.”

By 1878, Shapira was ready for his next big coup. He began to peddle a
manuscript which he claimed to be a thousands of years old Book of
Deuteronomy. If indeed genuine, the text of this manuscript would turn the
world of biblical scholarship upside down. It contained many departures
from the standard 19th Century text. Even the Ten Commandments were
altered. Shapira desperately craved the fame and wealth and the redemp-
tion to his reputation that the sale of this manuscript would bring him.

In 1883, the British Museum decided to do an in-depth analysis of
Shapira’s Deuteronomy scrolls in order to decide whether to purchase them
or not. The purported asking price was one million pounds.

A scholar named Christian David Ginsburg (another Jewish convert to
Christianity) was assigned the task. Word of the scrolls quickly reached the
British press and Shapira and his scrolls became the talk of the town. The
brief period of waiting for Ginsburg’s report was the absolute apex of
Shapira’s life.

When Ginsburg pronounced the scrolls to be forgeries, the anti-Semitic
British press had a field day. Shapira’s spirit was crushed. Within a year he
was found dead in a seedy Rotterdam hotel, probably the victim of his own
hand. His Deuteronomy scrolls lingered on for a while, but within a few
short years they too had disappeared from history.

Enter Chanan Tigay. To find out whether he ever tracked down the
Deuteronomy scrolls and/or whether he ever reached any conclusions
about their genuineness, you will have to read “The Lost Book of Moses”.

(“The Lost Book of Moses” is available from the Winnipeg Public
Library.)
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Sports

The year in sports 2016 
We’re only days away from 2017, and for those

of you who religiously follow the Jewish calendar,
the year 5777 has already arrived. Nonetheless, it
is time once again to take a retrospective look at
the wonderful and, unfortunately, the not so won-
derful world of sports in the past 12 months.

Watching the games that people play is a splen-
did diversion; yet, there is often a tendency on the
part of the adoring public to venerate athletes and
wealthy owners - who are allegedly all rolling in

dough, while unrealistically overlooking the risk factors to both body and
soul due to the contentious nature of the business of sports.

Exactly one year ago I wrote a most deserv-
ing column: “The manager, teacher, and coach
was beyond reproach.” I referred to the fine
gentleman as “Marvelous Mo” GLIMCH-
ER, who had decided that on June 30, 2016 he
was going to ride off into the sunset, leaving
behind an incomparable legacy.

The ad for his replacement which ran in the
newspaper read: “Executive Director of the
Manitoba High Schools Athletic Association
(MHSAA) and went on to detail the creden-
tials that a candidate ought to possess. I sug-
gested that the advertiser would have a fair
chance of filling the position if his or her
name was Superman or Wonder Woman. 

Former Gray Academy basketball star
KEENAN BENARROCH made a name for
himself in his many years at the school. As matters turned out he was the
winner of the prestigious “Nathan Pollack
Athletic Scholarship” for excellence in sport.
The guard and power forward travelled to
Toronto where he earned a spot on the Canadian
senior men’s entry representing Canada in the
Pan American games, held last year in Santiago,
Chile.

The 6’, 3” sharpshooter was instrumental in
his team’s upsetting the USA and capturing the
gold medal, while averaging 18 points per game
in the tournament. His next goal is to play in the
Maccabiah Games in Israel in 2017.

Sadly, February 15th saw the passing of BEN-
SON WINCURE, 75, a splendid athlete and
individual. He was a basketball star at a number
of levels, captain of the football team at St. John’s Tech, and a wrestler, a
talented handball and squash player. In addition, Benson was a volunteer
basketball coach for St. Paul’s high school. He was the kind of person that
if he was your friend, you were a fortunate
individual indeed.

In early spring I spoke with NATHAN
YAMRON, the second term president of the
North Winnipeg Nomads Football Club. I
received a history lesson of sorts from
Nathan, who explained to me how his son,
Troy, and daughter, Taylor, were also
involved with the team as volunteers in
order to help keep football alive in the north
end of our city. I learned that the Nomads
had finally found a permanent home after
bouncing around to various football fields
for years. The now defunct Winnipeg Hawkeyes once had a clubhouse
adjacent to the Charlie Krupp stadium on McPhillips across from the casi-
no, so the Nomads finally had no need to wander.

The masters of fundraising at the Rady JCC once again acquired a top
notch celebrity in NFL Hall of Famer QB DAN MARINO as their headline
speaker. The Rady JCC also chose to honour former Chicago Bear Israel
Idonije. The “Jewish Athlete of the Year” and Idy and Max Nusgart
Memorial Award went to ISAAC BELLAN, a 22-year old defenseman
with the Transcona Railers Express of the Manitoba Major Junior Hockey
League.

In 2016 you were also introduced to 93-year-old LOUIS (Lou)
BILLINKOFF, father of Dr. Errol Billinkoff and retired teacher Lorne
Billinkoff. Both sons feel immense pride in their dad, who had, at this stage
of life, become a serious track runner. Speaking with Lou was an inspira-
tion. He runs three times a week at the track on Taylor Ave. and runs com-
petitively, too. His last event, I recall, was the 100 metres (Provincial
Masters Track and Field).

The glib gentleman was probably the most
positive individual I have ever interviewed.
I asked the former electrical engineer what
role his wife Ruth played in his sporting
activity and he related that “I am one of the
luckiest people in the world. I have good
health. I have a wife who looks after me
very well and watches my diet. I have fam-
ily that makes me happy. I have a good life.”

The medical marvel also displayed an
admirable sense of humour when he shared,
“I’ve never had so much publicity in my
life. It’s my 15 minutes of fame.” 

Late summer saw the JCC Maccabi kids
travel to Columbus, Ohio where they did
themselves proud. They were accompanied
by Mark Spencer, the Rady JCC’s Fitness &
Health Director, along with Gayle Waxman,
Executive Director of the Rady JCC, both of whom spoke in superlatives
when it came to describing the total experience.

Gold medals in tennis: Brianna Ritter and Alex Waxman, who won three
medals, including gold. The girls’ under 16 basketball team won bronze

(Emma Berkowitz, Lauren Cogan, Jessica Hartog, Adi Kaufman, Megan
Labrie (coach). Three athletes received Midot metals (for athletes who
demonstrated the values of the Maccabi): Nicolas Nudler (outfielder) with
the boys’ under 16  baseball team; Lina Fridlender in volleyball, and
Jonathon Lerner in tennis.

A doff of the old chapeau - or should that be yarmulke - to the HOUSE
OF ASHKENAZI - for capturing the Winnipeg Jewish Men’s slo-pitch
championship in 2016. Many familiar names were in the lineup: Daniel
Kives, Dov Secter, David Minuk, Ryan Paul, Wayne Nemy, Drake,
Richard, and Shael Hechter, Justin Silverstein, Jason Gisser, Matt Leibl,
Seth Nerman, Gary Minuk, Drew Mindell, Daniel Minuk, Jordan Farber
and Ian Laxer.

The 41st running of the PHIL KIVES Race formerly known as the
Agassiz, was re-named after Manitoba’s all-time leading owner-breeder
who died earlier this year.

Perhaps the most significant newsworthy
event of 2016 was the sudden passing of the
much loved sports and entertainment figure
JERRY MASLOWSKY. The versatile
gentleman was valued, loved and respected
both inside and out of the Jewish communi-
ty. Much has already been written about his
qualities and talents in recent weeks and,
from my vantage point, Jerry could best be
described as a first-class mensch who
departed too soon this vale of tears.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a for-
mer school teacher, and covers football and
hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast
News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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The Rady JCC delegation at the Maccabi Games in Columbus, Ohio
Back row (l-r): Mark Spencer, Adi Kaufman, Emma Berkowitz, Alex
Waxman, Lauren Cogan, Jessica Hartog, Brianna Ritter, Lina
Fridlender, Maegan Labrie (Basketball Coach)
Front row (l-r): Nicolas Nudler, Jonathan Lerner
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

DAVID HALPERN
August 6, 1926 -December 7, 2016

Born in Poland to Bertha
and Chaim Halpern. He
travelled to Canada as an
infant and grew up in Win-
nipeg where he was edu-
cated as a Chartered Ac-
countant. He then travelled
to Edmonton where he was
noted as the first Jewish
Chartered Accountant in
the Province of Alberta,
and one of the first ten Jew-
ish CA's in Western
Canada.

In 1953 David met the
love of his life Tibele (nee
Newman) and they started
their family. They had

many close friends and associates in the Edmonton
community. In 1963 the family moved to Calgary and
David took up a partnership in the Sheraton Summit
Hotel which carried on for many successful years.
Eventually, David continued on in the Calgary busi-
ness community and was very successful in commer-
cial real estate.

David was active in the Edmonton and then Calgary
Jewish communities, with the Shaarey Tzedec syna-
gogue, the Calgary Hebrew School, JNF (Chairman),
and B'nai Brith. He continued, up to this day to be a
supporting member of countless organizations within
the Jewish and greater Calgary community.

Family was most important in his life always. David
was predeceased by his brother Izzy, and his wife
Tibele. He is survived by his brother Sidney (Esther)
and his three children Shelley Zimmerman, Nelson
Halpern (Debbie) and Jackie Halpern (Glenn Solo-
mon). His awesome grandchildren include Malka La-
bel (Stan), Aviva Zimmerman (Ofer Matan) and Joel
Zimmerman (Genna), Alex Halpern (Erin), Lisa,and
Joanna Halpern, Samantha and Michael Solomon and
wonderful great-grandchildren Mira Labell, Charlee
and Emma Halpern.

May his memory be for a blessing. The family wishes
to extend its heartfelt thanks to his loving caregivers
from 5-13 years Adi, KK and Wency, and also to Dr.
Botha, Alicja and the staff at The Beverly for their
genuine care and comfort. Funeral services were held
at Beth Tzedec Congregation in Calgary on Friday,
December 9, 2016, with interment at Erlton Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to
the Halpern Family Fund at the Jewish Community
Foundation of Calgary, or to a charity of choice.
Condolences may be forwarded through
www.mcinnisandholloway.com.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JANUARY 4

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SONIA BROWN
who passed away
January 11, 1979
12 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and will
always be remembered by your
children and grandchildren.

— Remembered with love.

ISRAEL DRORY
December 16, 2007

8 days in Tevet

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

10th Yahrzeit

19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEATRICE
DVEER

January 4, 1998

6 Days in Tevet

You are always in
our thoughts and

in our hearts

With love - always

Your children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SOPHIE
ELFENBEIN

who passed away
January 12, 2006
12 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends.

11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

FREDA FOX
who passed away

September 30, 1996
18 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Stanley, daughters, and
grandchildren.

10th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LEAH
FRANKEL
who passed away
January 3, 2007
13 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, and grandchildren.

16th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SOL GERB
who passed away
January 4, 2001

9 days in Tevet, 5761
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

EDITH CLAIRE
HONIGMAN

who passed away
December 21, 1988

13 Days in Tevet
— Always remembered and
missed by her son Archie, her
daughter Brenda, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS
ISENBERG

who passed away
December 25, 2004
13th Day of Tevet

Dad, you are forever on our
minds
Always in our hearts
And very deeply missed
— Love your children and
grandchildren.

12th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

FRED KITTNER
who passed away
January 4th, 1996
12 Days in Tevet

Our lives go on without you
and nothing is the same,
we have to hide our heartache
when someone speaks your name.
The special years will not return
when we were all together,
but the love we hold for you within
our hearts, will be with us forever.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
wife Sylvia and sons Brad and
Mark, and sister-in-law
Charlotte.

In loving memory of

SAM
KOZLOWICH

who passed away
December 27, 1998

8 Days in Tevet
— Forever in our hearts and
sadly missed by his wife,
children, and family.

18th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

—Sadly missed by their children, 10 grandchildren, and 11 great-
grandchildren.

LEON CHAM
who passed away

December 15, 1986
13 days in Kislev

CLARA CHAM
who passed away

December 24, 2007
15 days in Tevet
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JANUARY 11

In Memoriam

FRED
LACOVETSKY

who passed away
January 30, 2004

In loving memory of

DORIS
LACOVETSKY

who passed away
January 10, 2013

Always in our hearts and thoughts
— Sadly missed by their loving children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and friends.

6th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SYD PALAY
who passed away

December 18, 2010
11 days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LOUIS
RABINOVITCH

who passed away
January 7, 1971

10 Days in Tevet, 5731
—Ever remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

HARRY
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
January 10, 2000
3 days in Shevat

You live on in our memory
and in our hearts forever.

— Sadly missed by his sons,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH
STANDIL
who passed away

December 29, 1976
8 days in Tevet

— Always remembered by his
wife Sylvia, sons, grand-
children and family.

In Memoriam
40th Yahrzeit

19th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH
TABACK

who passed away
January 4, 1998

7 days in Tevet, 5758
Always remembered

Always missed
Forever in our hearts

We love you!!
— Your loving children
Shayne, Kathy & grand-
children Abigail Edythe and
Elliot Joseph, Michelle &
Barton.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANK
ZIPURSKY
who passed away

December 25, 2015
13 days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
children, grandchildren,
family & friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. MORRIS
ERENBERG

who passed away
December 21, 2010

14 days in the month of Tevet
— Fondly remembered and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband, father

and brother

IRVIN
GOLDMAN

who passed away
December 29, 1993

15 Days in Tevet
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
children and brother.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISAAC HILF
who passed away
January 5, 1983

20 Days in Tevet, 5743
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his stepdaughter
Lucy Katz, grandchildren
Mel and Esther Verin and
great-grandchildren Jeremy
and Tanya.

We light the seventeenth
yahrzeit candle in loving

memory of

BILL
KAMINSKY

who passed away
December 28, 1999

19 days in Tevet
Your spirit lives on and always
will.
Times you laughed, gave advice
or just listened echo in the
memories of all those whose
lives you touched.
You will always be remembered
- your legacy will live on.
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by your loving wife,
children, grandchildren
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

JOSEPH
ROMAN

who passed away
January 25, 2008
18 Days in Shevat

In loving memory of

— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

ESTHER
ROMAN

who passed away
January 8, 2012
13 days in Tevet

9th Yahrzeit 5th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RUTH KATZ
who passed away

December 16, 2010
10 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your son
Murray, daughter-in-law
Cheryl and granddaughter
Farah.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BELLA
MANDELL

who passed away on
January 15, 2001

20 Tevet 5761
In our hearts your memory
lingers
Always tender, fond and true
There's not a day dear mother
We do not think of you
Treasured still with love sincere
Memories of her we loved so
dear
Always so good, unselfish and
kind
Few on this earth her equal
we'll find.
— Lovingly remembered and
very sadly missed by your
family.
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In loving memory of

RUTH PERMUT
who passed away
January 14, 2009
18 Days in Tevet

Time heals the separation
Memories are as bright as ever
Never forgotten in our hearts
— Husband, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren

In Memoriam
Eighth Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
PEARL RAYMAN

who passed away
January 4, 1980
15 Days in Tevet

Our hearts still ache with sadness,
And silent tears still flow,
And what it meant to lose you,
No one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HARVEY
SAWYER
who passed away
January 15, 2011

10th Day of Shevat
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY (HASH)
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
December 28, 1996

19 Days in Tevet
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DOLLY
SILVERMAN

who passed away
January 4, 2002
20 days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, great
grandchildren and sister.

With happy and loving
memories of our beautiful

CLARIBEL
SIMKIN

who passed away
January 6, 1991
20 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered by her
daughters, son-in-law and
granddaughters.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ERNIE WALTER
who passed away

December 20, 2013
17 days in Tevet, 5774

— Heartfelt remembrance by
Yaron, Micah, Family and
Friends.

In loving memory of

ANNE
WEINSTEIN

who passed away
December 29, 2004

17 Days in Tevet
— Ever remembered and
loved by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
Sixth Yahrzeit

ZELMA
ZITZERMAN

14 Tevet 5772-January 19, 2011
Every day she prayed for the
good health and wellbeing of
her family, friends and Israelis;
every night she recited
“Schcmai Israel Adenoi
Elohenu Adenoi Ehod”, every
morning she began the day
looking for kindness in others
and showing compassion to
those who were troubled. Yes,
dear wife and mother, you were
one of a kind; deserving to be
missed and loved by us forever
with joy and in reverence.
— Your ever loving David and
Mira.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and sisters.

MAX
BERINSTEIN

who passed away
February 27, 2004

5 Days in Adar

EVELYN
BERINSTEIN

who passed away
January 9, 2004
15 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX BURKE
who passed away
January 1, 1975
18 Days in Tevet

Nothing can ever take away
The love a heart holds dear,
Fond memories linger every day
Remembrance keeps him near.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

Israel news
Statements

by main-
stream pro-

Israel groups were relatively temperate – the
American Israel Public Affairs Committee
called the abstention “particularly regrettable.”
On the right, the responses were more
unleashed.

“Obama’s an anti-Semitic Israel hater sympa-
thizing with radical Islamic terrorists,” said
Morton Klein,
the president of
the Zionist
Organization of
America, in his
first-ever tweet.
“He likes his
Jewish friends,
not the Jewish
people.”

N e t a n y a h u ,
who in the
weeks before
was boasting to
all comers
about Israel’s
expanding rela-
tions with India, China, Russia and a host of
African countries, launched steps redolent of the
“you and me against the world” era that predat-
ed Oslo. He suspended ties with New Zealand
and Senegal, two of the four nations that rein-
troduced the resolution after Egypt pulled it
under pressure from Netanyahu and President-
elect Donald Trump. He summoned for rebukes
ambassadors from the United States and other
Security Council member states with diplomatic
ties to Israel. And he canceled a visit by the
prime minister of Ukraine, which supported the
resolution. His government cut off all but secu-
rity ties with the Palestinian Authority.

Netanyahu and his ambassador to Washington,
Ron Dermer, said they were counting on the
Trump administration to reverse course. Dermer
said in multiple interviews he had evidence that
the Obama administration did not simply
abstain but colluded in framing the resolution,
an accusation strongly denied by administration
officials.

Israel is now looking ahead to a new American
order. At the Hanukkah ceremony, Netanyahu
spoke of “our friends in the incoming adminis-
tration” – David Friedman, Trump’s ambassador
designate, is an active supporter of the settle-
ment movement – and warned that “in this new
era, there will be a much higher price to be paid
for harming Israel, and it will be exacted not
only by the United States, but by Israel.”

Will Trump usher in that era? His pronounce-
ments after the resolution were relentlessly crit-
ical, promising in one tweet that “things will be
different” at the U.N. after he assumes the pres-
idency and lamenting in another that the coun-
cil’s action “will make it much harder to negoti-
ate peace.” In a third, he said the United Nations
had become “a club for people to get together,
talk and have a good time. So sad!”

In total, the statements appeared to regret the
passage of the resolution – but stopped well
short of pledging to reverse its effects.

Trump said early in his campaign that he
wanted to negotiate a peace deal as a neutral
party and that he did not believe in coming into
negotiations with preconditions. One result of
the U.S. abstention last week is to lay the ground
for an incoming administration to pressure
Israel to end settlements.

Settlements
(Continued from page 2.)

President-elect 
Donald Trump

has been “relentlessly 
critical” of the UN.



Israeli scientist Hagit Peretz-Soroka: 
Groundbreaking research leads to early detection of cancer

Ed. note: If you can understand this article, you’re one
step ahead of me. Note to Martin: Hey, Martin, this is The
Jewish Post & News, not the New England Journal of
Medicine!

Hagit Peretz-Soroka, PhD, is the
type of person who has to do
something challenging and inter-
esting even if it means, as she
emphasized during an interview
with The Jewish Post & News,
“that on the way I have advanta-
geous opportunities elsewhere.”

Goodbye Israel, hello Canada -
at least for a few years.

Hagit and her husband, Yakov, a Canadian citizen and a
lawyer, and their two young children arrived here in August
2014.

Dr. Peretz-Soroka, a native of Tel Aviv, is an Associate Postdoctoral
NSERC (National Sciences and Engineering Research Council) Fellow in
the lab of biophysicist Prof. Francis Lin, Department of Physics and
Astronomy, University of Manitoba.

“My main research endeavor explores the communication language
between the immune system and cancer cells,” explained Dr. Peretz-
Soroka, who earned her PhD at Tel Aviv University on the development of
novel multidisciplinary nano-biochemical tools for cancer diagnosis and
therapy, which use the metabolic activity of the immune system. “As part
of this investigation my main focus now at University of Manitoba is to
explore a new biophysical mechanism in the field of cell motility (cell
movement) within micro-fluidic devices.”

After her two years of compulsory service in the Israeli Defense Forces
(Tzahal), specifically the Israeli Navy, this future scientist did what many
young Israelis do after serving in the military: travel outside of the country
for several months.

She was on a trek in New Zealand when she got news that her father had
died of cancer back home.

“At that time, I made a decision to contribute to the development of new
diagnostic and therapy tools as a scientific researcher,” Dr. Peretz-Soroka
said, noting that she chose biology because of “the art in it”, although her
favorite subject in school was math.

Her career path was set.
After obtaining a BSc from the Department of Life Sciences, Ben-Gurion

University, Beer-Sheva, Hagit received her MSc in 2006 on Neuronal
Tissue-Engineering (with Summa Cum Laude) from the same institution.

“During this period, I developed a novel platform for neuronal tissue
engineering with a three-dimensional aspect using biomaterials produced
from marine organisms,” explained Dr. Peretz-Soroka, noting that this pro-
ject was under the supervision of Professor Danny Baranes and Prof. Razi
Vago (Head of the department of Biotechnology Engineering, BGU.)

In a letter of recommendation (September 27, 2015) for Dr. Peretz-
Soroka, fellow Israeli scientist Sara Bar Yehuda PhD (CEO of
BioMedWrite), wrote that she had “a unique opportunity to collaborate” in
2013-2014 with Dr. Peretz-Soroka during the development of a new blood
test for early detection of cancer.

“Our task was to provide the test proof of concept and to adjust it to rou-
tine clinical practice usage,” she said. “This process included Standard
Operating Protocols production, regulations steps, and required many re-
adaptations of the test to the clinical demands.

“During the whole process Dr. Hagit Peretz-Soroka incorporated her sci-
entific background knowledge and experience into the test development,
establishing precise and controlled techniques in order to enable a wide-
spread use of the test in the clinic.”

“My Ph.D. research was carried under the supervision of Prof. Fernando
Patolsky, a well-acknowledged scientist in the field of Nanobiotechnology,
and in collaboration with physicians and colleagues from biology, chem-
istry, physics, physical-chemistry, and engineering,” Peretz-Soroka said.

“I developed a new generation of field effect transistors, with high sensi-
tivity under physiological conditions. Also during my Ph.D, I made con-
siderable contributions to constructing a new clinical lab as a co-inventor
of a US patent and to the establishment of a spin-off company, as well as
to technology transfer, educating and supervising a team and leading col-
laborations with physicians, and a clinical data mining expert.”

Patolsky notes that “Hagit headed the discovery of a groundbreaking
approach for the early detection of cancer and cancer classification by the
metabolic activity analysis of immune cells extracted from blood samples
of cancer individuals as well as healthy individuals. This approach allows
for the early detection of cancer by a simple and fast blood test, called the
SavicellTM Well-ShieldTM ”.

The above scientific activities represented an interdisciplinary effort to
bridge chemistry, biology and materials science, she observed.

Dr. Peretz-Soroka, whose parents immigrated to
Israel from Libya and Iraq in 1950, says things are
working out well here for her family.

She calls Winnipeg’s Jewish community extremely
friendly. Sort of like Goldilocks and the Three Bears,
she and her family are enjoying aspects from each of
the synagogues and so haven’t yet settled on one in
particular. 

“My husband and I always spoke about moving to
Canada,” this amiable, soft spoken scientist said with
a shy smile.

“He wanted to come to Canada as a family. And, I
think we did it at a point in life that was the right time
to try it. I would also like to lead scientific collabora-

tion between Canada and Israel”.
She’s helping humanity through science.

Wednesday, January 4, 2017, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   19

Newcomers
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By

MARTIN ZEILIG

HAGIT PERETZ
SOROKA

US envoy to Israel reportedly requests 
permission to remain as private citizen

JERUSALEM (JTA) – The U.S. ambassador to Israel, Dan Shapiro,
reportedly has asked the State Department for permission to stay in Israel
as a private citizen so that his daughter can complete the school year. 

His daughter is in the 11th grade, a year that is heavy with Israeli matric-
ulation exams. 

The U.S. Embassy did not confirm the report about Shapiro’s request by
the Israeli daily Yediot Acharonot. 

President-elect Donald Trump has appointed a new U.S. envoy to Israel,
David Friedman, who is expected to take up his post in February or March.
The Senate must approve his appointment. 

Shapiro, who was appointed to his post in July 2011, would have to move
out of the ambassador’s residence in Herzliya before Friedman arrives. 
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Community news

Music ‘N’ Mavens, Rady JCC’s
premier concert and lecture
series kicks off January 17th

The Rady JCC is proud to present the city’s premier winter daytime
concert and lecture series. Producer Karla Berbrayer‘s latest program
continues to entertain and stimulate with topical discussions and gor-
geous music, presented by some of Manitoba’s top musical talents.

On Tuesday, January 17, you won’t want to miss the Bart family as
they perform in The Bart House Band – a multi-talented musical fam-
ily of fiddlers performing Slavic kolomiykas, Celtic ballads, and
Romani dance tunes on the Irish flute, bouzouki, bodhran, mandolin
and the hurdy gurdy. Wednesday, January 18 Sonia Shklarov will
present Jewish and classical selections at Gwen Secter Creative
Living Centre. On Thursday, January 19, the program “I’ll Give
You the Sun, the Moon and the Stars” features Helen White and Ron
Paley, performing piano duets with Helen’s all-star band. 

Jorge Nállim teaches Latin American and World history at the
University of Manitoba. On Tuesday January 24, Professor Nallim
will discuss “Reality, Fiction, and History: Corruption in Latin
America”. Mezzo soprano, Rosemarie van der Hooft with pianist,
Madeline Hildebrand will perform parlour song to cabaret, wartime
songs to French Melodie, in a program entitled “Love (Before and)
After 1950” on Thursday, January 26. 

Tuesday, January 31, jazz singer Nadia Douglas infuses her quar-
tet, with the stylings of Etta James, Sarah Vaughan and more, to create
upbeat jazz, swing and Latin. 

And that just takes us to the end of January! Music ‘N’ Mavens offers
a whole lot more, right through to March 16th. 

Purchase a Concert Pass for a holiday gift or treat yourself. Plus this
year, Music ‘N’ Mavens offers transportation for a nominal fee, by
advance registration. Call 204 477 7510 for more information.
Attendance at Music ‘N’ Mavens is not a luxury - it is a necessity dur-
ing Winnipeg’s winter season!

New spin cycles at Rady JCC offer
enhanced ride experience

Well, it’s that time of
the year again for us
New Year’s resolution
enthusiasts. Starting
out on the right foot is
always a good motiva-
tor. The Rady JCC is
now offering a great
new spin experience.
The unique bike con-
sole provides riders
with readings on heart
rate, watts, distance
traveled, time elapsed
and calories con-
sumed. There’s a
downloadable app that
can synch with the
console. For those of
you who know me, I
like to race in and race
out (and drop my coat on the floor instead of hanging it in a locker - ed.
note). Like Nike says: “I just do it.”

The spin class instructor is able to display everyone’s distance traveled,
time goals and rate per minute. This information  - which shows up on the
screen at the front of the room helps to create quite the individual chal-
lenge. One of the scenic videos that was on the screen during one of the
classes I took showed biking through mountains in Italy. There was a fab-
ulous stretch component at the end of the class and seriously, I was wiped
out. The great music, low lighting and strong ventilation made the ride
very enjoyable or as much as can be expected in a challenging spin class.
The part of the class that I enjoyed the most was the fact that I could adjust
the difficulty level. The bikes have four adjustment points, which help to
mimic an actual outdoor ride.

On the day that I was going to the Rady JCC to attend an exercise class
recently, however, I had run out to the car only to realize that my car keys
were still in the house. I ran back in, grabbed the keys and out I went
again. I started the car and realized that I had forgotten my water bottle,
which is important for staying hydrated. I turned the car off and again ran
into the house to fill my water bottle. Now, this is the embarrassing part:
I looked at the time and realized that I was going to be late. I rushed to
the campus, parked the car and OMG - you guessed it: I had forgotten my
runners. I never did make it for this particular class.  I merely did anoth-
er class without shoes on.

I should have known better than to tell my husband about a  situation
like this. When I arrived home an hour or so later and told him how my
morning had gone, he responded that he wasn’t at all surprised.

I have a tooth implant story to tell, too. Again - it’s age related. I have
to tell it so that you can understand what I live with daily. When I arrived
home to tell Bernie that I needed three implants a while back he kindly
replied that I should consider getting dentures, due to their being more
cost efficient (He also suggested as an alternative getting some used den-
tal implants.) I replied to Bernie that his next wife could get dentures and
that he had married a high maintenance woman. I didn’t think he was
funny.

Okay, back to the spin class.
When I finally did make it to a spin class, it was well worth the wait.

Susan Rykiss was the marvellous instructor and facilitator for the ride.
She both motivated and explained well how to set up the bikes and how
to monitor the experience. As well, her music was terrific. The hour flew
by and the class was a blast. Susan’s cool down and stretch were terrific.
Having been in the fitness industry for most of my life, I know a good
class from a not so good one.

If you’re one of those people who hate exercise, why not try a Zumba
class with Cris Sadeh or Lesly Katz? If you like to dance and you love
music, this is for you. Cris has unbelievable rhythm and her classes are
unique with a very Brazilian flare. Lesly, on the other hand does Zumba
and Zumba Gold, and uses some golden oldies that resonate with some
of the senior members of the class.

Regardless of what class one attends the bottom line is to plan on
attending two-three times a week, putting the time aside on your calen-
dar, and getting to the Rady JCC.

THE FITNESS MAVEN

By

MEACHELLE BELLAN

During the ride, participants can simulate
going on a real ride. In the above picture
instructor Carolina takes her class
through a part of Los Angeles that was a
little seedy. But, it sure was fun veering to
dodge the garbage bags! 

Meachelle with her cousin, Lesly Katz, in
a spin class. Lesly is also a top-ranked
Zumba instructor!


