
By BERNIE BELLAN
Efforts by various Jewish organi-

zations to provide aid for Yazidi
refugees have continued to take
shape within the past couple of
months.

As we reported in our November
11 issue, Jewish Child and Family
Service had brought together a
wide number of organizations and
agencies under the Operation Ezra
umbrella at a meeting held on
October 26 to discuss how differ-
ent organizations might contribute
to the aid effort for Yazidis.

The plight of the Yazidis was first
brought to the Jewish community’s
attention last winter by Nafia Naso,
a Yazidi refugee herself, who has
served as the spokesperson for the
small Yazidi community that has
already established itself in
Manitoba.

Naso has been tireless in her
efforts to explain to the public how
a community that once numbered over 23 million has been reduced to just 700,000 individuals
today. 

After Naso spoke to members of  the ad hoc group, Winnipeg Friends of Israel (about whom we
have reported on in past issues), and a number of concerned individuals, including Michel Aziza,
Yolanda Pippini-Pollock, Belle Jarniewski, Leslie Wilder, and Bob Freedman began to organize
on behalf of the refugee Yazidi community.

Until quite recently, the Yazidi families being sponsored under Operation Ezra were predominant-
ly situated in two refugee camps located in Turkey. As a result, how-
ever, of the constant warfare in that area of the world, one of the
refugee camps which was in close proximity to the Syrian border was
closed and its inhabitants moved to the other refugee camp. While all
refugees live under precarious conditions, the plight of the Yazidi
refugees is particularly pitiful, as not only do they exist in harrowing
circumstances, the Turks themselves are generally hostile to them.

In April 2015 Winnipeg Friends of Israel decided to work toward
assisting in the sponsorship of two Yazidi refugee families. Working
closely with other organizations that have developed a special expertise
in the resettlement of refugees in Manitoba, including the Mennonite
Central Committee and Calvary Temple, some $24,000 was raised by
July 2015. That amount would have been sufficient to bring in the first
Yazidi refugee family, which numbered seven individuals.

As word of the aid effort spread, however, contributors from across
Canada began to donate to the cause. One such very generous donor
from Calgary alone contributed $34,000. 

In August 2015, JCFS decided that it would take a direct role in the
operation and donors were told that JCFS would now begin to issue tax
receipts to anyone contributing to what was now known as “Operation
Ezra”.

By the time the JCFS had organized the October meeting, some
$120,000 had been raised in aid of Yazidi refugees and Operation Ezra
evolved from being a small grass root effort to becoming a Jewish com-
munity response to the refugee crisis that involved a large number of
local agencies and organizations.

By the end of November, a further $20,000 had been added to the
pool of money, which was to be used to help settle Yazidi refugees in
Manitoba.

Then, just this past December, the Jewish Federation also decided to
take an active role in the project. In a December 15 e-mail issued by the
Federation, in which the plight of the Yazidis was outlined, the
Federation declared that it was now accepting donations for Operation
Ezra. As stated in that same email “the broader goals of Operation Ezra
are to sponsor and successfully integrate 15 families (100 individuals)
over the next 12 months.” 

The intent now, according to a spokesperson for Operation Ezra, is to
sponsor up to ten families with the help and assistance of the many
agencies already involved with Operation Ezra and an additional  five
families by working with church groups that have expressed interest in
the sponsorship of Yazidi families under the guidance of the Operation
Ezra team.

The Negev Gala has hon-
oured outstanding leaders in
the Winnipeg community since
1953. 

The Jewish National Fund of
Canada –
M a n i t o b a / S a s k a t c h e w a n
Regional Branch is proud to
announce that Peter and Karen
Leipsic will be the 2016 Negev
Gala honourees. 

The Gala will take place on
Tuesday, May 31st, 2016. 

“Peter and Karen Leipsic are
very deserving of this tribute.
They have touched many lives
through their extraordinary
commitment to Israel and the
Jewish and local communities
in Winnipeg”, commented Board President Karla Berbrayer.

Peter and Karen Leipsic are honoured and humbled by this recognition. They
are looking forward to celebrating with the entire community at the Gala. 

Our 2016 Negev Gala honourees have been active and appreciated members
of our community for many years. Their children and grandchildren are their
pride and joy. Jonathon and Karly live in Vancouver, Sara and Kevin are in
Costa Rica. 

Peter, a successful insurance professional, was one of the founding partners
of Horizon Insurance that was sold to Hub International a few years ago. 

Founded in 1901, the Jewish National Fund has evolved into a global envi-
ronment leader, planting over 240 million trees, constructing more than 250
reservoirs & dams and developing over 250,000 acres of land while creating
more than 1000 parks and providing stable infrastructure for over 1000 com-
munities.

This gala is the Jewish National Fund’s most important fundraising event of
the year. All proceeds generated are directed to environmental research and
development projects in the State of Israel.
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Momentum toward aiding Yazidi refugees
builds among Jewish organizations



Most recently, in late December,
the Shaarey Zedek Congregation

announced that it was also actively involved in the project and that mem-
bers of the congregation were being asked to help sponsor two Yazidi fam-
ilies.

In a conversation that I recently had with Michel Aziza, who has been
working tirelessly on this project from the very beginning, Aziza explained
where Operation Ezra now stands.

As of December 30, some $180,000 had been raised by Operation Ezra,
Aziza explained. A total of approximately $220,000 will be required to
sponsor the seven families, numbering some 35 individuals altogether.

While the process of private refugee sponsorship is quite complicated,
the paperwork necessary to bring the first three Yazidi families to Winnipeg
has now been approved by Citizenship and Immigration Canada, the fed-
eral government department responsible for the refugee file. Applications
for the following four families have also been submitted to the government.
When those refugees will actually be brought here, however, is undeter-
mined as of the date of writing this.

Of the 25,000 refugees that the government has committed to bringing to
Canada, 15,000 are to be government sponsored and 10,000 privately spon-
sored. What is unclear, however, is the timetable that the government has
for bringing those privately sponsored refugees.

Further, the government has committed to bringing “Syrian refugees”.
The Yazidis are not Syrian citizens, as their homeland is actually situated
within Iraqi Kurdistan. Thus, while applications have been submitted to
sponsor the seven Yazidi families previously referred to, the fact that those
families are not Syrian refugees per se makes the status of those applica-
tions less clear. 

With reference to the role Shaarey Zedek congregants are being asked to
play in Operation Ezra, members of that congregation have been advised
that an information meeting will take place January 17, at which time plans
to raise $90,000 and sponsor two Yazidi families will be discussed.

All this is quite outstanding, considering that it was less than a year ago
that a very small newly formed organization,  Winnipeg Friends of Israel –
a small group which is open to anyone to join, provided the original impe-
tus for providing aid to Yazidi refugees.

(For more information about this group, go to www.winnipegfriendsofis-
rael.com.)  

Since WFI’s original push last winter, in addition to Jewish Child and

Family Service, the Jewish Federation, and Shaarey Zedek Congregation,
other Jewish organizations that have indicated a willingness to become
involved in the Yazidi refugee effort include: Etz Chayim, Temple Shalom,
and Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia congregations; the Gray Academy, Gwen
Secter Centre, Rady JCC,  National Council of Jewish Women, Camp
Massad, and the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. As well, two Christian
groups - Pembina Mennonite Fellowship Church and  Bridges for Peace
have already played an important role in the effort. The Manitoba
Multifaith Council has also been actively involved since the early days and
is represented on the steering committee.

In conclusion, while this is an ongoing story and so many details remain
to be resolved, the one overriding lesson we can all take from what has hap-
pened so far is that members of Winnipeg’s Jewish community – working
in conjunction with other non-Jewish groups, have taken a lead role in
offering help to one of the world’s most marginalized and oppressed minor-
ity groups: the Yazidis.

Again though, where the federal government stands in relation to this aid
effort is not at all clear. When will the three Yazidi families that have
already been approved to be brought here arrive? How much longer will it
take to process the other four Yazidi families for whom sufficient funds
have been raised to sponsor? Those questions have not been answered by
the government as of yet.

For more information about Operation Ezra, or to find out how you
can get involved, contact Michel Aziza at 204-5110-0636 or Al Benarroch
at 204-477-7430.

Winnipeg Friends of Israel Christmas 
food drive benefits local needy 

as well as Israeli producers

By MYRON LOVE 
Winnipeg Friends of Israel has accomplished quite a bit in its little

more than a year in operation. In 2015, the grassroots organization which
is dedicated to advocating for Israel held several educational evenings,
reached out to non-Jewish groups such as Bridges for Peace and mem-
bers of Winnipeg Yazidi and Kurdish communities, co-ordinated a rally
outside the Legislature to oppose the Western world’s nuclear deal with
Iran and started a fundraising campaign to sponsor Yazidi refugee fami-
lies, a campaign which has generated a great deal of support from estab-
lished Jewish organizations here such as the Federation and the Jewish
Child and Family Service.

The group has also been encouraging supporters to buy Israeli-made
products that are locally available. On December 23, 20 WFI volunteers
delivered nine holiday hampers stocked with non-perishable Israeli-made
products - to food banks operating out of the Calvary Temple and the
Indian and Metis Friendship Centre.

The WFI Holiday season food drive was inspired by IsrAction, a sister
grassroots organization that was formed in 2014 in England to fight the
anti-Israel boycott, divestment and sanctions (BDS) campaign against
Israel by encouraging the public to buy Israeli products and donate them
to homeless charities on IsrAction Day. The campaign has also taken root
in South Africa and Germany.

“As many people are aware,” note WFI co-founder Yolanda Papini
Pollock, “the European Union voted to label Israeli goods produced in
the West Bank. Israeli businesses are beginning to feel a decrease of
income and are looking for alternative markets. BDS is harmful and
counterproductive in the efforts to achieve peace. It hurts Israelis and
Palestinians who are at risk of losing their livelihoods.”

She adds that “with money donated, we bought Israeli foods in
Superstore on Kenaston, Sobey’s on Taylor and Dessert Plus. Some peo-
ple donated non perishable Israeli goods. Thanks to the generosity and
the help of people in our community, we reached 90% of our goal. The
hampers were received with utmost appreciation as many people are
looking for food during the holiday season.

“Joining the IsrAction project turned out to be more than a double
Mitzvah because it helped people in our community work with other peo-
ple who love Israel around the world. CIJA (The Centre for Israel and
Jewish Affairs) also loved the idea and, just like WFI, hope to turn it into
a Canada project in the next holidays season.”

Continued from previous page.
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Investing in Manitoba’s students

Every step  
of the way

 
  
  

 

 

  

 
  
  

 

 

  

 
  
  

 

 

  

 
  
  

 

 

  

 
  
  

 

 

  

 
  
  

 

 

  

 
  
  

 

 

  

 
  
  

 

 

  

 
  
  

 

 

  

 
  
  

 

 

  

 
  
  

 

 

  

 
  
  

 

 

  

 
  
  

 

 

  

 
  
  

 

 

  

 
  
  

 

 

Again though, where the federal government stands in relation to this aid
effort is not at all clear. When will the three Yazidi families that have
already been approved to be brought here arrive? How much longer will it
take to process the other four Yazidi families for whom sufficient funds
have been raised to sponsor? Those questions have not been answered by
the government as of yet.
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The People of the Book 
Rady JCC and Jewish Post &  News

Book Club 
Septembers of Shiraz - 

Facilitated by Sharon Freed
Everyone is invited to join us on Wednesday, January 27 at 7:30 pm

for the next installment of The People of the Book featuring
Septembers of Shiraz by author Dalia Sofer.

Recently made into a feature length film starring Salma Hayek and
Adrien Brody, “Septembers of Shiraz” is set in the aftermath of the
Iranian Revolution in the early 1980s. Jewish rare gem dealer Isaac
Amin is arrested and wrongly accused of being a spy. As their lives
unravel, his terrified family must reconcile their new world of cruelty
and chaos with the collapse of everything they have known. Isaac is
forced to navigate the terrors of prison as his wife Farnaz searches for
him and their children struggle with the realization, that the family
may soon be forced to embark on a dangerous journey. The New York
Times says, “The Septembers of Shiraz” is miraculously light in its
touch, as beautiful and delicate as a book about suffering can be.”

Facilitator Sharon Freed recently retired from a long teaching career
at Gray Academy where she taught English and Social Studies for
many years. Books and the joy of reading are her passion.

The program will take place in the Adult Lounge at the Rady JCC.
Everyone is welcome to attend. Refreshments will be provided.
Registration is welcome but not required. For more information please
contact Roberta Malam at 204-480-7550 or rmalam@radyjcc.com

Make sure to hold the date for the next People of the Book program
on Wednesday, March 9 at 7:30 pm featuring Underground in Berlin:
A Young Woman’s Extraordinary Tale of Survival in the Heart of Nazi
Germany by Marie Jalowicz Simon.

Gwen Secter Centre holds extra
special New Year’s party

By REBECA KUROPATWA
While most of us

celebrated the new
year of 2016
recently in one tra-
ditional fashion or
other, the Gwen
Secter Creative
Living Centre
(GSCLC) went the
extra mile with its
planning of a New
Year’s lunch, party,
and dance.

This year, they
had much more to
celebrate, now that
the centre is soon to
become the owner
of its own building.
This new building
ownership is thanks
to an anonymous
donor, who Gwen
Secter people
describe as their
“angel.”

At their New
Year’s party, which
they celebrated after
their Wednesday
lunch program on
December 30, Gwen Secter members began their special “New Year’s
party” with a countdown to 12 noon with champagne in hand.
Participants were then treated to lunch followed by a game of Manitoba
Trivia and a dance party to the music of live band, Bellows and Fellows. 

Elaine Stern, GSCLC program/volunteer director, pulled all the differ-
ent facets of the party together.  Stern has been doing this with all the cen-
tre’s programming for the past eight years, aided, of course, by centre
executive director, Marilyn Regiec.  

“We have extra volunteers here to ask people to dance, because if it’s
just me or Marilyn, it’s just one out of the crowd and I want this to be a
festive occasion...Even if they are sitting down, we can hold their hand to
move,” said Stern.

About her concocted trivia game questions for participants, Stern said,
“It’s good to have them think about the past, the present, and to have
some fun with that.  And, we’re just going to have a good time.  This year,
we’ve got the building.  An angel bought the building for us, so I wanted
it to be a bit more festive and to celebrate new beginnings in our build-
ing.”  

With over 100 people in attendance, the room was hopping even before
the band began to play.

“We appreciate everybody who takes part,” said Stern.  “People dressed
up today...not everybody, but many people dressed up.  I nudged them to
dress up like they were going out for new years.  And we did the count-
down to noon, instead of midnight.  So far, so good!”  

Participant Edith Shuster (77) has been coming to the GSCLC for
almost 10 years. 

“It’s my home away from home,” said Shuster about the GSCLC.  “My
physical home is on Leila.  I started coming after my husband passed
away in 2002 and I was lost.  I had no place to go.  Most of my friends
still have their husbands.  I made my way here and was welcomed with
open arms.  I love it...the people...it’s very friendly, and you’re accepted,
no matter what.  We laugh together.  We share our problems together.
We’re one big happy family.”  

Shuster comes to the GSCLC three times a week.  On Monday and
Friday, she comes to play Mah Jong and on Wednesday, she comes to the
lunch-and-learn program.  Shuster also volunteers at the centre, selling
50/50 tickets.  And, at Chanukah time, she and a friend make potato
latkes and sell them as a fundraiser for the centre.  

“I came today, as it’s a special one,” said Shuster.  “It’s our first new
year’s party that we are celebrating in our own building.  It’s ours and no
one can take it away from us.  It’s the only Jewish organization in this
area for seniors.  It’s also open to non-Jews and they are welcome.  They
are our friends and neighbours, so why not?”

As soon as the music started, Shuster found a partner and started danc-
ing. 

“I’m grateful to everybody for putting this together - Marilyn, Elaine,
the kitchen staff -they are wonderful people, and without them all, I don’t
think we could exist.”

Gwen Secter Centre Program/Volunteer
Director Elaine Stern (standing) quizzed atten-
dees on their knowledge of Manitoba trivia fol-
lowing a lunch on Dec. 30 and prior to a dance
party.

Gwen Secter Centre member Edith Shuster 
(left) dancing with Gwen Secter President
Karen Grant. For Shuster, Gwen Secter has
been “my home away from home.”



I’m not especially keen on doing the kind of
“looking back on the year that was” type of col-
umn that crops up in so many other publications
this time of year.

For one, I don’t pretend to be all that aware of
everything that is going on within our Jewish
community. I don’t read synagogue bulletins for
instance, so I can’t say that I’m all that knowl-

edgeable about what is going on within particular
synagogues when it comes to programming.

Also, while I do pay some attention to fund raising activities in which
various Jewish organizations are involved, especially the Jewish
Federation, I can’t say that any particular fund raising effort that may have
gone on in 2015 was so memorable that it made much of an impact on me.

But – there were certain events that did occur in the year just past that did
stand out for me, and which will continue to resonate in 2016 and beyond.

Of those, the two that had particular significance were the announcement
that the Gwen Secter Centre is going to be able to remain at its present
Main Street location and the dismissal of Adam Bronstone as CEO of the
Jewish Federation.

While those two events were not at all connected, the fact that it was an
outsider who came to the rescue of the Gwen Secter Centre (whose name
has yet to be divulged) and not the Jewish Federation (which had been in a
position to resolve the Gwen Secter dilemma had that angel donor not
stepped forward), speaks to the type of inertia that tends to paralyze many
organizations when it comes to taking bold steps.

Again, in case you had forgotten some of
the chronology of events that accompa-
nied the Gwen Secter saga, the National
Council of Jewish Women had warned for
some time that it was going to sell the
building that houses the Gwen Secter at
1588 Main Street by May of this year.
While many different parties were
involved in various rescue plans, includ-
ing the key participation of St. Johns
MLA Gord Mackintosh, it was a plan to
have the Winnipeg Regional Health
Authority step forward to provide
$30,000 a year in funding for the  Gwen
Secter Centre that seemed to be the basis for a resolution to the centre’s dire
situation. What remained, however,  for that plan to succeed was for the
Jewish Federation to forgive an ongoing loan  which it had made to the
NCJW that had amounted to $90,000 and which would have risen to
$120,000 by May of this year.

Apparently the Federation was unwilling to forgive that loan, although
every time I would con-
tact a spokesperson for
the Federation to try
and determine where
things stood vis-à-vis
negotiations with the
NCJW over that loan, I
was told that negotia-
tions were progressing.

As well, there had
been a plan that took
shape last winter to
relocate the Gwen
Secter Centre to the
Rosh Pina Housing Co-
op and for a while it
looked as if that was
going to provide a prac-
tical solution to Gwen
Secter’s problem of
needing a new home.
When members of the
co-op, however, decid-
ed that they didn’t want
to share their building
with members of the
Gwen Secter Centre,
however, that plan, too,
fell apart.

Now, while it seems
that a serendipitous res-
olution to this entire sit-
uation has been
achieved, I can’t help
but wonder how close

we came to seeing the Gwen Secter Centre close – or, at the very least,
forced to move to a much less favourable location.

I still continue to wonder why the National Council of Jewish Women,
which is now but a shadow of its former self, was so driven to hold a gun
to the heads of the Gwen Secter members. We had been told all along that
the NCJW wanted to use monies to be attained from the sale of the Gwen
Secter Centre to move forward with its next project: something to do with
addictions. Further, now we are informed that project will indeed begin to
take shape once the sale of the Gwen Secter building is completed.

But, why oh why was it necessary to, if not completely eradicate an exist-
ing and vibrant organization that served the needs of so many seniors in our
community, cause so much worry and consternation to those seniors, even
if there was another worthwhile cause to which the NCJW wanted to
devote itself?

As with so many stories that have to do with how
particular organizations within our community run
themselves when faced with serious challenges, there
are so many aspects of this story that remain to be dis-
closed.

Which leads me to the second major story which I
referenced at the beginning of this column: the dis-
missal of Adam Bronstone as Jewish Federation CEO
– something that was unprecedented in either the his-
tory of the Federation or its predecessor, the
Winnipeg Jewish Community Council. 

Bronstone’s tenure as Federation CEO was an
uneasy one.  A cerebral sort – he had a PhD in
International Relations, apparently Bronstone had
impressed the hiring committee that was tasked with
finding a replacement for outgoing CEO Bob Freedman back in 2014. “He
gave a really good interview”, I was told. Later, when more and more ques-
tions began to be raised as to Bronstone’s fitness for the position, members
of the hiring committee were blamed for not doing a proper job of vetting
their search. But, at the time, Bronstone did seem to be qualified for the job
- and he was a former Winnipegger to boot.

It’s never easy to step into the shoes of someone who had held a position
for as long as Bob Freedman had (27 years), and who was thoroughly
versed in all the ins and outs of running what had grown into a fairly large
bureaucracy. (The Jewish Federation now employs 17 people – a far cry
from the days when the late Izzie Peltz used to run things essentially on his
own with the help of his secretary.) 

Bronstone told me that he had wanted to streamline operations at the
Jewish Federation and have it obtain a better idea what its core purpose
should be. Whether or not his assessment that the organization of the
Federation needed updating, his personality and temperament did not
endear to him to many of the people he worked with – nor, apparently to
members of the Federation board.

Bronstone was regarded as aloof and autocratic by many. In the end, he
was also forced to shoulder a large degree of responsibility when the
Combined Jewish Appeal 2014 campaign fell some $200,000 short of
reaching its goal.

While it was pointed out that, in the two years prior to Bronstone having
taken over the position of Federation CEO, legendary fundraiser Gail
Asper had chaired the CJA campaign, thus leading to the campaign setting
new records both those years, the accusation that Bronstone was insuffi-
ciently involved in fundraising himself seemed to prove his undoing.

Now that the Federation is in the hands of longtime Federation employ-
ee Elaine Goldstine, morale seems to have improved at the Federation.
There is a question though, whether the Federation does need to be “shak-
en up”, as Bronstone suggested was the case. Like many other Jewish insti-
tutions in this city, the Federation does tend to rely on past and established
practices, rather than seeking to reinvent itself.

Sometimes that’s not a bad thing, especially when things are going well,
but it’s not at all clear that the future of Winnipeg’s Jewish community is
as rosy as the Federation had been suggesting was the case ever since the
project “Grow Winnipeg” was announced by the Federation in 2001. At
that time the population of Winnipeg’s Jewish community was about
14,000 and the plan was to see our population grow to 18,000 by 2010.

While the surprising influx of many Israeli families into Winnipeg did
contribute to what seemed to be a growth in our community here, and com-
munity leaders such as Gail Asper were heard to say that our community
now numbered 16,000 (in 2014), the results of the National Household
Survey of 2011 must have come as a shock to Jewish Federation planners.

In 2014 the Jewish Federation released findings from a Montreal demog-
rapher by the name of Charles Shachar, who had come to the conclusion
that, as of 2011, our population was no more than 13,690. Thus, despite the
relatively large scale immigration of many Israelis into our community
over the previous decade, our population had shrunk, not grown. The only
conclusion one can draw is that there has continued be a large exodus of
Jews from Winnipeg – something that has plagued our community for
years, but which shows no sign of abating.
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

Short takes

Gwen Secter Centre - res-
cued by an anonymous
“angel” donor - but anoth-
er alternative rescue plan
had been in the works.

Former Jewish
Federation CEO
Adam Bronstone
- saw his tenure
cut short.



New book seeks to provide clear definition of anti-Semitism
By MYRON LOVE 

One has to get about three-
quarters of the way through
Kenneth Marcus’s new book,
“The Definition of Anti-
Semitism” – that’s page 155 –
before you find what I con-
sider the most thorough defi-
nition of what constitutes
real, dangerous, hardcore
anti-Semitism. 

Much of the rest of the book
is taken up with an argument
over semantics, in which the
author outlines various
attempts by historians and
scholars and national and
international bodies to find a
definition for the term upon
which everyone can agree.

The issue is bedeviled by
the age old question of
whether Jewishness is more
religion, nationality, ethnic
group or race. And of course,
anti-Semites often don’t rec-
ognize that they are anti-
Semites – especially when it
comes to condemnation of
Israel. 

Even the term, “anti-
Semitism”, according to
Marcus, is problematic –
since it was coined by someone who, himself, was an anti-Semite, an indi-
vidual who lived in  the 19th century by the name of  Wilhelm Marr. 

“Taken literally, the term (anti-Semitism) – as opposition to the political
strivings of a Semitic race – the term is not only misleading but also cont-
aminated with the erroneous presuppositions of the German racists who
used it to give credibility to their ideology,” Marcus writes.

I have always differentiated between anti-Semitism and ethnic stereotyp-
ing – which can be positive as well as negative. (One could argue that all
nationalities/ethnic groups are subject to stereotyping.)

I recall sitting in a classroom one day during my years as a substitute
teacher listening to one high school student telling another that he was sure
that he was going to beat a breaking and entering charge because he had a
good Jewish lawyer. (I knew the lawyer to whom he was referring.)

Or take, for example, another book I recently read – a history of Jews and
medicine. Jewish doctors were so highly thought of that for centuries,
every pope, king and sultan had his own Jewish court doctor (or at least a
doctor of recent Jewish ancestry) – even when said king or pope was
expelling all the other Jews from his land.

But returning to the topic of anti-Semitism, I would argue that the anti-
Semitism in vogue since the mid-19th century is different from what came
prior to that period. Prior to the advent of Christianity, the Israelites were
one people among many competing for position. What some might consid-
er persecution was the result of some Jews in Judea being unwilling to go
along with the ruling authority such as the Seleucid Greeks or Romans.

The Maccabean rebellion was a Jewish revolt against efforts by one par-
ticular king to impose Greek religious practices and ban Jewish practices.
It was also a war between  Jews who adhered to traditional Jewish practices
and those who wanted to assimilate.

The revolts against the Romans were cases of a subject people rebelling
against harsh Roman rule. It is notable that, while the Romans were putting
down the rebellions in Judea with great ferocity, Jews living elsewhere in
the Roman empire were for the most part left in peace.

The advent of Christianity changed that - especially after Christianity
became the official religion of Rome.  Christians viewed Judaism as a rival
religion (whereas in pagan times, all religious beliefs were accepted).
Christians weren’t sure what to do with the Jews: kill all those who refused
to see the truth in the new religion? Expel them all? Leave a remnant of
Jews in a pariah state so as to show others what becomes of those who
rejected the true religion?

Of course there were the blood libels, the folk belief that Jews were in
league with the devil, that Jews poisoned wells and magically caused dis-
eases and other stereotypes.

Islam, as an offshoot of Judaism and Christianity, recognized Jews and
Christians as fellow believers in a way – but subject to numerous restric-
tions.

It was possible though that Jews could convert either to Christianity or
Islam and be accepted in their new faith (even though in many cases Jews
who converted – and their descendants – were still viewed in some quar-

ters with suspicion).

That changed with the
introduction of 19th century
nationalism. While the new
19th century liberalism freed
the Jews of Western Europe
from most restrictions and
opened up many doors, the
corresponding growth of
conspiracy theories (such as
“The Protocols of the Elders
of Zion”) and race theories
in some quarters arguably
put Jews in an untenable
position. For example,
German Jews could never
be real Germans in the eyes
of German racists (or

French in the views of French racists), but would forever be a foreign enti-
ty in the land of their birth.

One would have thought that, after the Holocaust and with the resurrec-
tion of Israel, anti-Semitism would have been thoroughly discredited and,
for many years, it was. But, over the past 15-20 years, the scourge has come
roaring back with a vengeance in the Western world and has become
endemic in the Arab world – with the existence of Israel ironically the
major catalyst.

So, getting back to Natan Sharansky’s definition, the three tests for anti-
Semitism are: demonization and bestiality, double standards, and
attempts at deligitimization. The first category of hatred comes largely
from the Arab world – where religious leaders regularly refer to Jews as the
“sons of pigs and apes”. (They are no more complimentary to Christians –
but that’s another story.) Palestinians, in particular, continually exhort their
fellow Palestinians to kill Jews. 

Israel has also been accused by various Arab and Muslim neighbours of
alternately sending sharks to scare away tourists and birds to spy on other
countries.

In the West, a leading Swedish newspaper published a speculative opin-
ion piece about Israelis harvesting the organs of Haitians whom Israelis
went to help after the earthquake there.

There are also the baseless charges of Israel being the new Nazi Germany
and practising apartheid and ethnic cleansing.

Double standards are rife in the western world. The United Nations and
numerous non-governmental organizations (NGOs) consistently put Israeli
actions under a microscope – holding the  Jewish state to a standard far
above any other country, and are ready to react with condemnations at even
the slightest hint of wrongdoing. 

As well, that double standard is being applied to Jews living outside of
Israel, who are often charged with having dual loyalties. A Jewish dentist
in Baltimore was recently turned down for the American navy because he
has family living in Israel. (Israel is supposed to be an American ally, I
thought.) Would an Irishman be rejected because he has family in Ireland
or an Egyptian be rejected because he has family in Egypt? In the latter
case, there would be screams of Islamaphobia.

Democratic Party presidential candidate Bernie Sanders was asked in an
interview a few months back about his dual Israeli-American citizenship.
That is anti-Semitism. He has nothing to do with Israel.

You can also read scholarly works about the mythical Israel lobby in the
United States. Does anybody ever question the Arab lobby and the hun-
dreds of millions of dollars that Gulf countries have paid out to universities
and politicians?

As for deligitimization, the Palestinians are doing their darndest to con-
vince the world that they are the real ancestors of the ancient Israelites and
that modern day Jews have no historic connection to the land, despite the
reams of historical documentation attesting to that fact.

And in the West, there are demonstrations and academic conferences
being held questioning Israel’s right to exist as a Jewish state. No other
country’s legitimacy is similarly being challenged. 

The worst part of all this is the number of people of Jewish birth – both
in Israel and the Diaspora – people whom I prefer to call apostates rather
than self-hating Jews – who lend their voices to calls to delegitimize Israel.
They give cover to anti-Semites who claim not to be anti-Semites because
these apostate Jews are repeating the same calumnies. 

Regrettably, Jews can be anti-Semites, too. In the Middle ages, some of
the worst persecutors of Jews were Jewish converts to Christianity.

Marcus concludes his book with several examples of anti-Semitic behav-
ior on an American university campus along with murders in France that
were motivated by anti-Semitism. He also offers an analysis of the BDS
(boycott, divest, sanctions) campaign  which, in his view, fits the definition
of anti-Semitic behavior.
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Comment

Nathan Sharansky has a triple “D” test
for what constitutes anti-Semitism:
demonization and bestiality, double stan-
dards, and attempts at deligitimization.

“The Definition of Anti-Semitism”, by
Kenneth Marcus, published by
Oxford University Press, September
2015.
Kenneth Marcus is the former Staff
Director of the United States
Commission on Civil Rights.



Retired teacher Loren Billinkoff and current teacher Mark Golub carving
careers in photography and - in Mark’s case, many other areas

Lorne Billinkoff
and Mark Golub have
a few things in com-
mon. Golub is a
teacher and an
artist/photographer,
while Billinkoff
recently retired from
teaching and is pursu-
ing a second career as
an artist/photograph-
er.

Billinkoff, the more
senior of the two,
retired from teaching,
following a 40-year
career, 27 of which
were spent teaching at St. John’s High School – a school many older read-
ers of the JP&N attended. He began his teaching career as a band teacher;
he was a musician in his earlier days. Later Billinkoff switched to teaching
computer skills at the dawn of the PC age.

His interest in photography actually began in university, he says. “I was
in architecture before switching to education,” he recalls. “The Faculty of
Architecture had a dark room in the basement that was open to architecture
students. I starting using the dark room to develop photos and found that I
liked it.”

Since his retirement, Billinkoff has been seriously pursuing his love for
photography as art. He most recently (for the month of December) was part
of a group showing at Bev Morton’s Wayne Arthur Gallery on Provencher.
His work was also the subject of an exhibit at the same gallery in June and,
he says, at Howard Gurevich’s Gurevich Fine Art Gallery in the Exchange
District.

Come June, he will have 20 pieces on display on the walls of the Mona
Lisa Restaurant.

Billinkoff specializes in night photos and photos on black backgrounds
which he has put through the computer blender. “I enjoy night pictures
because of the multiple images and changing colours,” he says. “They are
more dramatic.

“A lot of people seem to like what I am doing. I am often asked how I
produce the images I do. I tell them that a magician doesn’t reveal how he
does his tricks.”

Readers can view Billinkoff’s photos at lornebillinkoff.com.

Mark Golub is a man who wears many hats. Like Billinkoff, he is a pro-
fessional photographer (Mark Golub Photography – Images of Inspiration).
He is also a popular teacher – like his late father, Murray, before him – at
Grant Park High School (Coincidentally, Billinkoff is a Grant Park gradu-
ate.), where he teachers biology, science, health and mathematics. And he
is an entrepreneur. In the latter capacity, he serves as the Westmount Direct
Ltd’s Online sales manager of the Winnipeg-based Canadian Oreck repre-
sentative’s line of portable heaters, portable air conditioners and portable
air purifiers.

But there is still more to Golub. In 2013, he and his brother, Michael
(who is also a Winnipeg firefighter/paramedic) took on the USANA Health
Sciences line of health products – vitamin and mineral supplements,
healthy snack foods and skin care products.

The Golub brothers’ focus on health is also a legacy from their father,
Murray, who suffered from Type 1 diabetes and spent the last few years of
his life confined to a wheelchair. He passed away two years ago. (Despite
his infirmities, Murray Golub remained positive and optimistic, and sup-
portive of his sons.)

“As a biology teacher,” Mark Golub says. “I teach my students that bad
health habits start at a young age. One of the things I do to show students
the negative effects of a fast food diet – with all that sugar and salt and fat
– is to conduct blood pressure tests. I have students just returned from
lunch take their blood pressure levels so they see the effects of fast food
diets on their health. Students who ignored my advice and chose to eat fast
food noticed predictable high blood pressure results.”

“I also talk to students about how degenerative diseases – such as Type 2
diabetes – begin to develop early in life.”

As a USANA representatives, Golub says that he is focused on clearing

up misconception about health and wellness. Golub frequently does group
presentations (as well as one on one counseling) with a particular empha-
sis on fellow educators, nurses’ groups and groups of people who lead
sedentary lives.

He and Michael chose USANA to represent, he says, because USANA is
one of the four highest rated manufacturers of vitamin and mineral supple-
ments in North America. “The vitamin and mineral supplement industry is
poorly regulated,” he points out. “There is no guarantee that the informa-
tion on the bottle is accurate. A lot of people get poor value for the dollars
they spend on supplements.

“We visited the USANA headquarters in Salt Lake City and were
impressed by how clean the manufacturing facility is. We believe in
USANA’s integrity and trustworthiness. USANA guarantees the potency of
their products, supports prevention of degenerative disease and exceeds the
standards of manufacturing set out by the FDA. It’s about trust, plain and
simple.

“Our mom and our baba and several other family members have begun
taking USANA supplements and are feeling the health benefits.”

Golub is looking forward once again to participating in USANA’s annu-
al Reset Nation Challenge (www.resetnationchallenge.com) – a five-day
nationwide weight loss challenge beginning on January 18. There are
$150,000 worth of prizes to be won by more successful participants.

“It’s a fun way to lose weight and keep it off,” says Golub who can be
reached at www.markandmike.usana.com.
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Myron Love

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

(l-r): MARK, MARILYN and MICHAEL
GOLUB. Mark is a teacher, photographer,
and Oreck representative. As well, he and
brother Michael are USANA health product
representatives.

LORNE BILLINKOFF with photo that appeared 
at recent Wayne Arthur Gallery show

2 Jewish-Israelis indicted in deadly Duma firebombing
JERUSALEM (JTA) -- Two Jewish-Israelis have been indicted in the

deadly firebombing of a Palestinian family's home in the West Bank vil-
lage of Duma.

Israeli prosecutors filed the indictments in Lod District Court on
Sunday, when a gag order was lifted on some details of the July 31 arson
attack case.

The main suspect is Amiram Ben-Uliel, 21, of Jerusalem, who was
charged with three counts of murder, according to Israel Police. Three
members of the Dawabshe family -- an 18-month-old boy and his parents
-- were killed in the firebombing.

A minor, who cannot be named because of his age, also was charged as
an accessory to murder, the police said in a statement.

According to the indictment, Ben-Uliel admitted to planning and car-
rying out the Duma attack. He said it was in retaliation for the murder of
Malachi Rosenfeld, 25, in June in a drive-by shooting by Palestinian
attackers in the West Bank on a road near Duma.

The police said in a statement that Ben-Uliel returned to the scene of
the Duma attack and walked them through its events, in which he
allegedly spray-painted graffiti including "vengeance" and "long live the
Messiah" on the house before throwing firebombs through the window.
Along with the three deaths, a child remains hospitalized and faces a dif-
ficult rehabilitation.

Members of Ben-Uliel's family say they believe he is innocent and that
he confessed to the crime because he was tortured during questioning.

The Shin Bet has denied allegations of torture, though it has acknowl-
edged the interrogations included extraordinary actions, including "mod-
erate physical pressure" that was approved and overseen by the relevant
government authorities.

Ben-Uliel reportedly was detained by the Shin Bet security service on
Dec. 1. His father, Reuven, is the rabbi of the West Bank settlement of
Karmei Zur, where he grew up. The younger Ben Uliel was active in the
movement to save the Ramat Migron outpost.
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Analysis

Is the Palestinian-Israeli conflict shifting from a political to a religious war?
By MAAYAN JAFFE-HOFFMAN

Near-daily Palestinian attacks
against Israeli civilians and soldiers
have been ongoing since October.
This “new kind of terrorism,” as
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
described it, might mean more
knives and less suicide bombings,
but it is all part of the decades –old
Palestinian-Israeli conflict.

Why the recent escalation, which
some are starting to report as a third
intifada?

Speaking at a December event cel-
ebrating the release of volume 20 of
the Palestine-Israel Journal, co-edi-
tor and founder Ziad AbuZayyad
said Palestinian youth are carrying
out attacks out of despair and
absence of any political hope. He
said in the cases of Arab Israeli teens
and young adults who have been
involved in the attacks, they are
doing it because they have nothing to do.

“They are frustrated, so they act,” AbuZayyad said.
Sure to clarify that even infuriation does not justify violence,

AbuZayyad’s comments are rooted in a political reality that is starting to
surface more in the Israeli media: the Israeli government has failed at
investing in and supporting its Arab minority. The result is an unprece-
dented socioeconomic gap and profound cultural alienation on the part of
most Arab Israeli citizens. 

Some communities experience a nearly one-third unemployment rate,
such as Sakhnin (26%) or Arrabe (28%). The latest Israeli poverty report
published by Israel’s National Insurance Institute showed that 37.4 percent
of Israel’s poor are Arab Israelis, though Arab Israelis make up only about
20 percent of the Israeli population. The Israeli Democracy Index 2015
reported that 66.5 percent of Arab Israelis consider themselves to be part of
a weak or fairly weak constituency, as compared with only 28 percent of
Jews who said the same.

So the current Palestinian uprising is solely political? 
Not so, says Adnan Abu Amer, dean of the Faculty of Arts and

Humanities at the National University for Open Education. From his per-
spective, some worrying trends indicate, “we are regressing into a religious
war.”

While historically, the world has viewed the Palestinian-Israeli conflict as
secular and nationalistic – the Palestinians as driving for national sover-
eignty and not religious freedom – a younger generation is clinging more
to religious ideology, Abu Amer says. 

“We are seeing a politicization of religious values – people using religion
for political purposes. This is dangerous,” Abu Amer says, noting that he
has witnessed Muslims acting violent, pushing and shoving one another as
they ascend the Temple Mount to pray. 

“This is not a true Muslim behavior. And I have seen not truly Jewish
behaviors. We are not behaving as Jews and Muslims,” he says.

Ofer Zalzberg, senior analyst with the Middle East Program of the
International Crisis Group, says Israel is undergoing a demographic shift
that could also lead to a religious radicalization of the conflict. He tells
JNS.org that every year for more than a decade Israel’s annual population
survey has seen a rise in the number of Orthodox individuals living in
Israel. The 61-coalition member government includes all of the religious
parties and there is a push by religious Zionist politicians and activists to
achieve greater roles in mainstream parties, such as Likud.

“After the 2005 Disengagement, religious Jewish Israelis felt the nation-
al religious parties failed since they did not succeed in stopping the disen-
gagement. So they launched an intentional strategy of being part of the
Likud. Today, one-fifth of the Likud membership is national religious,”
explains Zalzberg.

Further, we are seeing a small but vocal contingency of these religious
Zionist individuals going against the very State of Israel and its institutions
in favor of a Messianic, Temple-focused Judaism. This belief system is the
likely cause of an increasing number of the so-called “price tag” terrorist
acts, according to Zalzberg; these Jews believe they are fighting a holy war. 

“On both sides, eschatological beliefs are being misunderstood, abused
and misused,” he says.

Zalaberg continues: “What is the link between religion and violence?
One is about things that because of your religious beliefs you want or even
need them and therefore you would fight for them, use violence, to secure
them. … The other is that you have needs or goals that are in fact not dri-
ven by religion, but for different reasons, religious leaders use religious
discourse to grant them legitimacy. This is part of the dynamics we are see-
ing in the current escalation of the conflict.” 

He says as the religious population in Israel increases, more people per-
ceive the conflict as religious – on both sides.

What is striking is that religious leaders, according to both the Palestinian
and the Jewish side have no power to stop their constituents. 

“On the Palestinian
side, I don’t see any
religious leader who
the people will listen
to and obey,” says
AbuZayyad. “Even if
you could find a
sheikh or any reli-
gious leader to come
out and ask people to
stop the violence, no
one will listen to
him.”

Zalzberg agrees. He
says religious leaders
do not have control
over Israeli society,
Nonetheless, he
believes they could
have influence.

“They need to speak
in a way that is inspi-
rational and political-
ly relevant,” notes
Zalzberg. “Religious
leaders need to be
more courageous. …
This is an asymmetric
conflict, but we need
religious leaders to
guide us.”

Religion, Zalzberg
continues, can be
“benign and positive”
and can even be a
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ZIAD ABUZAYYAD: “On the
Palestinian side, I don’t see any
religious leader who the people
will listen to and obey. Even if
you could find a sheikh or any
religious leader to come out and
ask people to stop the violence,
no one will listen to him.”
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6 numbers that describe Israel’s economy
TEL AVIV (JTA) – It has the highest poverty

rate among affluent democracies, the fourth-
worst income inequality and the seventh-lowest
government spending on social services.

Those are among the dismal conclusions of the
State of the Nation report, an annual set of papers
on Israel’s economy and society released last
week by the Taub Center for Social Policy
Studies, a socioeconomic think tank. There is

some good news sprinkled in, but the prognosis is mostly grim.
Here are six figures that portray the (largely) sad state of the Israeli econ-

omy.
More than one in five Israelis lives below the poverty line.
In 2015, 22 percent of Israelis lived below the poverty line, including one

in three Israeli children. In 2011, the figure was slightly better, at 21 per-
cent, but it was still the highest rate in in the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development, or OECD, a group of the world’s richest
countries that is the comparison standard used by the Taub center.

More than three-quarters of haredi Orthodox Jewish men and Arab-
Israeli women don’t work.

As of 2011, only 20.9 percent of haredi Orthodox men and 22.6 percent
of Arab women work. That, along with high birthrates, is why Arabs and
haredim are the two poorest communities in Israel.

Arab women often don’t work because of cultural pressures to stay at
home and lack of access to jobs, according to Taub’s research. Many hare-
di men choose to study Torah and live off government subsidies rather than
work.

“The haredi parties want a lot of transfers for their parties, a lot of money
for their people,” Avi Weiss, Taub’s executive director, told JTA. “When
you give them that money, they sit at home.”

Only three countries in the OECD are more unequal on income than
Israel.

Israel fared better than only Turkey, Chile and the United States in after-
tax income inequality in 2011, the latest year for which much of Taub’s
data is drawn. Israel ranks somewhat better in comparisons of gross
income.

Taub attributes this to a steep income tax cut in 2007 that was meant to

incentivize employment. Instead it lowered tax revenue and, with Israel
spending so much on defense, left scant resources for social services.

“Israel is not closing the gap as much as other countries are,” Weiss said.
“We are paying a relatively low rate of taxes compared to European coun-
tries. If what is important to the politicians is decreasing inequality, one
way to go about doing that is to get more from taxes.”

Israel has had an above-average cost of living for 24 of the past 25 years.
When Israelis took to the streets to protest the cost of living in 2011, the

data backed them up.
Israelis spend more on consumer goods in comparison to the residents of

other OECD countries. Food prices are particularly inflated, Taub found,
because there’s too little competition between food producers and a low
import rate. In industries where there are a lot of imports and healthy com-
petition, such as furniture, prices have remained relatively low.

Israel’s high-tech sector has become 66 percent more productive since
’75.

Weiss calls Israel “a tale of two economies.”
While its service and low-skill workers have below-average productivi-

ty, Israel’s flagship sectors, like its high-tech ecosystem, are punching
above their weight. Productivity in the service sector has barely increased
since 1975, while productivity in the high-tech industry has shot up 66 per-
cent. But high-tech and other productive sectors only make up one-third of
Israel’s economy.

Nearly 60 percent of Israeli jobs could be lost to computerization.
Like inequality and poverty, computerization is a challenge not unique to

Israel. Like the United States, Israel could see most of its jobs become
automated in the next 20 years. Workers from cashiers to telemarketers
face a high risk of computerization, while bus drivers could also lose their
jobs if self-driving cars hit the road. Doctors, social workers and creative
professionals, however, would probably be safe.

Israel should rise to the challenge, Weiss says, by training haredim and
others entering the labor market to work in high-skilled jobs that are likely
to drive Israel’s economy for decades.

“You can’t train them in something where, 10 years down the line,
they’re not going to have a job anymore,” Weiss said. “That’s not going to
last.” 
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Israel news

By NAOMI PAISS
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Yet again the Israeli Knesset is considering

legislation to single out and punish progressive nongovernmental organi-
zations, particularly the human rights groups that are such a thorn in the
side of those who favor the continued occupation of the West Bank.

Carefully constructed to evade the inevitable legal challenges it would
face if passed, the legislation approved by a Knesset committee this week
would require representatives of organizations receiving foreign govern-
ment funding to identify themselves as such in every public venue, includ-
ing the Knesset, the media, and in all printed and online materials. Failure
to do so would trigger huge fines.

That every human rights organization in Israel is already required to
make its funding sources public is apparently irrelevant. Justice Minister
Ayelet Shaked and her Likud and Jewish Home allies designed this naked-
ly political maneuver to further delegitimize progressive organizations,
especially those opposing the occupation and its inevitable human rights
abuses.

The legislation, purportedly for transparency, comes as new reports are
surfacing about the millions of foreign dollars flowing to the settlements,
the NGOs that defend them and allied institutions on Israel’s ultranational-
ist right. The new reports make a mockery of the right’s stated objective of
transparency, not to mention its self-righteous disdain for foreign funding.

In a series of investigative reports for Haaretz, Uri Blau has shown how
American donors gave the settlements more than $220 million over the past
five years – donations that went through tax-exempt American nonprofit
organizations. Despite the longstanding American government view that
settlements are impediments to peace, at least 50 organizations from across
the United States are involved in raising funds for settlements and settle-
ment activities, according to Haaretz.

Blau found that American donations fund everything from air condition-
ing for settlers to payments to the families of convicted Jewish terrorists.
Among the recipients of tax-exempt American donations is Honenu, a
right-wing legal aid group that has provided stipends to Yigal Amir, Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s assassin. The yeshiva whose rabbis wrote the
“The King’s Torah,” a book purporting to demonstrate when it is legitimate
to kill non-Jews, also benefits from tax-deductible contributions from the
United States.

Yet the proposed legislation would exclude these organizations and their
funders. Only money from “foreign political entities” are targeted, a for-
mulation designed to ensnare Israel’s human rights community, which
receives significant funding from European governments motivated by

shared values and an interest in protecting the millions of Palestinians liv-
ing under military rule.

Longtime observers of the growing power of the Israeli right and its links
to a network of mostly foreign millionaires are not surprised by this. After
all, Israel’s leading newspaper is a freebie to its readers, funded by
American billionaire Sheldon Adelson and faithfully parroting the Likud
line. Israel permits its politicians to receive foreign funding for their party
primaries, and nearly all the money donated to Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s campaign in the last election came from overseas, according
to government records. And many of the neoconservative and ultranation-
alist think tanks and political NGOs in both Israel and the United States
share donors, staff and volunteer leadership.

We at the U.S.-based New Israel Fund, ourselves a partnership of Israelis
and Jews worldwide with program and grant recipients in Israel, take no
issue with overseas dollars funding Israeli organizations and institutions.
But the manipulation of Israel’s political process to single out organizations
of the left for obloquy is both wrong and dangerous.

Selectively deciding that foreign funding for human rights must be
shamed and labeled, while millions of dollars flow unimpeded to neutral
and right-wing institutions, is not just a matter of stigma. It tells Israelis
that those who criticize the occupation on the grounds of human rights need
not, or must not, be heeded.

The current governing coalition, the most hard line in Israel’s history, has
made it clear that it will do everything possible to stifle dissent. At a time
when Israel’s relationships with its most important partners, the United
States and the European Union, are already shaky, the signals sent by the
government’s arrogant defiance of supposedly shared democratic values
also further damages Israel’s international standing.

Let’s be clear. B’Tselem, Yesh Din, Rabbis for Human Rights and other
beleaguered protectors of human and civil rights will do their jobs even if
they have to wear neon deely boppers to visit the Knesset. No amount of
harassment will shut down these organizations, short of the sorts of mea-
sures used by police states like Russia and China.

But the treatment of organizations with unpopular missions and activities
is the canary in the coal mine of democracy. We who defend Israel as a lib-
eral democracy must make clear to our counterparts in Jerusalem that we
see through the hypocrisy and double-dealing, and take a stand for an hon-
est, free and democratic Israel.

(Naomi Paiss is the vice president for public affairs at the New Israel
Fund.) 

By

BEN SALES

Op-Ed: Proposed Israeli NGO law is hypocritical attack on left



Wednesday, January 6, 2016, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   9

Gerry Posner Temple Shalom - January - February
Special Activities

The months of January and February at Temple Shalom are packed with special events. We
are starting off 2016 with a big bang. Think of the cork popping off the Champagne bottle.
That’s what we are anticipating. Here’s what’s happening.

Beginning Friday, January 8, we will be hosting Nafiya Naso, spokesperson for the Yazidis,
at our Friday evening service. Nafiya Naso is a Canadian Yazidi who escaped persecution in
Northern Iraq, spent eight years in a Syrian Refugee camp and came to Canada with her fam-
ily in 1999. We are really looking forward to her presentation. Join us! Services begin at
7:30pm.

Mark the date - Tuesday, February 9. Together with “Winnipeg for Israel” and the
“Canadian Associates of Ben-Gurion University in the Negev”, we will be sponsoring a spe-
cial lecture by Dr. Saul (Solly) Dreman. Dr. Dreman will be speaking about the Psychological
Impact of War and Terrorism: Coping and Minimizing Trauma. Dr. Dreman was born and
raised in Winnipeg and made Aliyah to Israel as a young adult. He is a Professor of Clinical
Psychology at Ben-Gurion University in the Negev. The lecture begins at 7:30pm.

Moose Tickets - A Fundraiser! For $36 enjoy a Manitoba Moose Hockey Game against the
Charlotte Checkers on Saturday, February 27, at 7pm in premium suite 30. The tickets include
soft drinks and munchies. Other foods can be purchased. There are 16 tickets up for grabs -
first come, first served! 

…..and in short, there will be our annual Tu b’Shevat Seder on Friday, January 22 at
6:15pm. It is a dairy potluck dinner and we will be reading our special Tu b’Shevat Hagadah. 

On Sunday, February 21 at 12:30pm, we will be having a Mini Winter Festival for Children.
Details are still being decided, but hold the date.

Last but not least, movie night with Anita Moeller is Saturday, January 9 at 7pm. We will
be showing the movie “I Have Never Forgotten You: The Life and Legacy of Simon
Weisenthal” by Richard Trank (2006).

All are welcome! To rsvp and request additional information, please email: -
tshalom1@gmail.com or call: 204-453-1625.
Fri Jan. 8 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Elliott & Elaine Saunders with guest 

speaker Nafiya Naso
Sat Jan 9 12noon Yoga Shalom
Sat Jan 9 7pm Movie night with Anita Moeller, “I Have Never Forgotten You:

The Life and Legacy of Simon Weisenthal”
Tue Jan 12 1pm Yoga Shalom on Tuesdays
Thu Jan 14 6:30pm Intro to Judaism class with Rabbi Karen Soria
Fri Jan 15 5:15pm Welcome to Shabbat Service for children with Rabbi Karen
Fri Jan 15 7:30pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria with Janet 

Pelletier-Goetze
Sat Jan 16 10:30am Torah study with Rabbi Karen
Sat Jan 16 12noon Yoga Shalom
Sat Jan 16 4pm Pirkei Avot with Rabbi Karen
Sat Jan 16 7:30pm Havdalah & adult ed (program TBA)
Sun Jan 17 12:30pm Post Bnei Mitzvah Group with Rabbi Karen
Mon Jan 18 6-7pm Crash Course Read Hebrew continues - drop ins welcome
Tue Jan 19 1pm Yoga Shalom Tuesdays
Fri Jan 22 6:15pm Tu b’Shevat Seder, Dairy potluck, led by Ruth Livingston and 

Shabbat Service
Sat Jan 23 12noon Yoga Shalom
Mon Jan 25 6-7pm Hebrew classes with Ruth Livingston
Tue Jan 26 1pm Yoga Shalom Tuesdays
Fri Jan 29 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Sherman Lang
Sat Jan 30 12noon Yoga Shalom
Sat Jan 30 7:30pm Coffee House presenting “Season Launch + Reine Hamilton”
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Leora Schaefer - she really faces history

A young woman from
the north end of
Winnipeg has changed
the nature of Holocaust
education in the province
of Ontario in no small
way. She is none other
than Leora Schaefer,
daughter of Steve and
Evelyn Schaefer (for-
merly Goldstein). The
trail has been a long one and it has not gone in the direction originally
contemplated, but Leora is thrilled to be on this present path which heads
directly to an organization known as “Facing History and Ourselves.”

Leora had her Jewish education at  Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate, which
was not too far from the family home. She graduated from there in 1993
and  went on to the University of Winnipeg where she completed a
Bachelor of Education degree. Leora had a career as a day school educa-
tor in mind - likely at a high level as an administrator if all worked out
well. During her third year of university, Leora was a student at the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and it was there she met her future hus-
band. Upon graduation from the University of Winnipeg, Leora moved to
Toronto, where she worked as a Grade One teacher at the Toronto
Heschel School. Two years later, she applied for and was accepted into a
Master of Arts programme at Brandeis University in Boston, studying
Jewish Communal Services and Judaic Studies. While she was studying
at Brandeis, her husband was at Harvard - not a bad pair. 

It was during her studies at Brandeis that Leora entered into an intern-
ship in Jewish Education in an organization which was totally unknown
to her until that time called “Facing History and Ourselves.” What is
“Facing History and Ourselves”? It is, in practical terms, an organization
that provides resources and professional development on how to teach
about the events that led to the Holocaust. The objective is to make stu-
dents in high schools learn to choose knowledge over misinformation,
compassion over prejudice, and  participation over indifference - a noble
cause indeed, and Leora made this cause happen for herself. When Leora
graduated from her formal education in 2001-02, she found a way to stay
on with “Facing History” and that was the beginning of a career which
continues to this day, albeit in a different position and now back in her
home  country. (Since 2005, Leora and her husband and now two chil-
dren have been  living in Toronto.

Fortuitously for Leora,  in her early days working in Boston she made
the acquaintance of two women from Toronto who were involved in the
“Facing History” programme;  these two women became her mentors.
The result was that Leora was invited to partner in the development of a
new course called “Genocide and Crimes Against Humanity”, created by
the Toronto District School Board. This course was approved by the
Ontario Ministry of Education and is now offered in schools across the
province. So it came to pass that a new not-for-profit “Facing History”
organization was established in Canada separate from the American one.
A combination of grants and generous donations supported and continue
to support “Facing History” to this day. The programme is well
entrenched in the Ontario school system. 

More recently, it has also begun to be offered in Manitoba by the
Manitoba Department of Education. As well, “Facing History” has
offered workshops and seminars in conjunction with the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights. And - even more lately, “Facing History”
released a new resource called “Stolen Lives: The Indigenous Peoples of
Canada and the Indian Residential Schools”. What this resource does is
to bring to educators the first hand experience, from personal accounts,
of the painful period in Canadian history when over 150,000 indigenous
children were forcibly removed from their families, language, culture and
traditions. 

Leora was primarily responsible for building up this valuable teaching
tool. She also has had a large part in raising funds for the advancement of
the programme.  Leora Schaefer has been, in no small way, responsible
for these achievements. What seems to drive her is the desire to inspire
students to come face to face with history and the events that led to the
Holocaust, but not just in a textbook approach. She strives to tell the story
by way of character exploration, group exercises, and the use of primary
source material. 

With all of this, Leora Schafer  is quite happy to reconnect with her own
past when she comes to visit the family cottage at Winnipeg Beach. That
is a facing history that is easy to embrace.

By

GERRY POSNER

LEORA SCHAEFER
responsible for the development and
implementation of a programme for
teaching about the Holocaust to
Ontario high school  students and -
more recently, here in Manitoba as well.



Ivan and Rita Masters and “Master’s of London” 
Although the name and

ownership have changed to
Master’s of London, the for-
mer Charleswood Department
Store, at 3411 Roblin
Boulevard, is still maintaining
a custom – one started by the
store’s previous owner, the
late Ike Kraut.

It’s still a business where clientele are welcomed with
that personal touch – thanks to the proprietors, Ivan and
Rita Masters. It’s now 31 years since Rita immigrated to
Winnipeg with Ivan and her other child, Michelle, from
London, England. 

After years in other locations in south Winnipeg, Ivan
and his mother moved into their new building in early
December 2014.

They specialize in discounted women’s fashion, regu-
lar and plus sizes, from such labels as Joseph Ribkoff,
Simon Chang, Bylyse and many more from European
designers, as well as carrying exclusive men’s fashion
apparel from Italy, Turkey and Canada.

As its former name suggests, the building once housed
more wide-ranging merchandise.

“My dad started in retail in St. Boniface as a young
man,” said Marvin Kraut, one of Ike and Marlene Kraut’s four children
(two sons and two daughters), during a telephone interview from his busi-
ness, Canadian Super Shop – an automotive parts and accessories compa-
ny.

The Charleswood Department Store was originally called Sanderson’s
Dry Goods, he added.

When Ike Kraut purchased it in 1957, he ran it under that name until 1970.
“Then, he expanded the store and changed the name to Charleswood

Department Store,” Marvin Kraut continued, mentioning that his father
made three additions to the store over the years.

“It was personalized service. My dad knew most of the customers by

name, and he dressed their children and
grandchildren. He ran it till his last day.
He was very hard working. He was a
great father who raised a family of four
with my mother. He was there for us.”

Today, the single story building has
almost 6000 square feet of floor space,
Ivan Masters pointed out to me during a
visit on a gloomy and sloppy Sunday
afternoon in mid-December.

Masters and his mother originally
started out in the women’s “plus size”
apparel business 30 years ago at 670
Academy Road.

“In 1993, we bought the old Touch of
Class Building on Academy Road and
were there for seven years,” the good
humoured, curly haired Ivan Masters
said.

“Then, we moved into the Grant Park
Shopping Centre. But, in 1993, we
changed the name of our store to
Boutique la Femme and carried plus and
regular sizes. We were there for 10
years. When they started remodelling

(the Grant Park Shopping Centre), we took a spot at Tuxedo Junction on
Corydon Avenue.”

In 2014, he and his chatty, diminutive mum entered into negotiations with
Ike Kraut to purchase the Charleswood Department Store, Ivan noted.

“Sadly, he passed away that year,” he said.
“But, his children knew we were interested. So, we sat down with them

one morning and 15 minutes later we had a deal. We changed the name to
reflect who we are and where we were from. “Masters of London” was our
trading name in England. ”

“I love it here,” remarked Rita Masters, who was seated in a chair behind the
checkout counter, while Ivan was busy tending to a customer’s needs.

“It’s big and airy. I don’t have to answer to anybody.”
Besides  women’s and men’s apparel, a stroll through the aisles also

reveals shelves with supporting accessories: skin products, gourmet choco-
lates and a wide selection of giftware – including packages of items called
Mashuga Nuts, a item brought in from the United States.

“We’re always listening to feedback from our clientele,” said Ivan,
whose website notes that they buy globally, “so you can shop locally at
affordable prices.”

They’re continuing on with Ike Kraut’s tradition of placing the customer first. 

Masters of London is open from Monday - Saturday, 10:00 a.m. - 5:30
p.m. The store is only open on Sundays for special occasions. Tel: 204-
489-1663.
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MARTIN ZEILIG

IVAN and RITA MASTERS - longtime own-
ers of “La Grande Femme” (later “Boutique
la Femme”), have now taken over what was
formerly the Charleswood Department Store
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Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column

I am spending winter break in Austin, Texas.
Are there any Yiddish cowboys? In 1942 Isaac
Raboy published the novel “The Jewish Cowboy”
based on his experiences as a farm boy in North
Dakota. The novel failed since it did not have the
proper Yiddish vocabulary to describe authentic
American life. As a Yiddish speaking Israeli Jew,
I will always feel a stranger to this great vast cow-
boy land. Happy New Years! 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz
Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Head of British Muslim
faith schools calls for
teaching of Judaism

(JTA) – The head of
Muslim faith schools
in Britain has called
for the teaching of
Judaism in the
schools, echoing a call
by Britain’s chief
rabbi to teach Islam in
Jewish schools. 

A s h f a q u e
Chowdhury, the chair-
man of Britain’s
Association of
Muslim Schools, said
he will encourage
member schools to
teach their students
about Judaism, the
JewishNews .co .uk
website reported last
week. 

“We were hoping to recommend Catholicism
and Judaism as we can complement the teaching
by visits to each other’s schools and joint activities
between students,” Chowdhury told the Jewish
News last week. “We feel it will contribute to com-
munity cohesion, British values and interfaith rela-
tions. I also feel that amongst Abrahamic religions,
Islam and Judaism are most similar.” 

Days earlier, the spokesman for British Chief
Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis, in an interview with the
London Jewish Chronicle, said it “is more impor-
tant than ever that our children have a better
understanding of Islam and that we build strong
relationships with British Muslims. As such, the
chief rabbi has recommended that schools take this
opportunity to teach students Islam, a faith which
is widely discussed but often poorly understood in
public discourse.” 

The office of the chief rabbi told the Jewish
News that Chowdhury’s recommendation is
“extremely significant.” 

“We often talk about tolerance and understand-
ing between communities as an ideal, but educa-
tion is the vehicle that will get us there,” the state-
ment from the office said. “It is so important that
every child learns from a young age that all people
are created in the image of God, no matter what
their faith or ethnicity, and it is my hope that other
Muslim schools will follow their lead.” 

Beginning in September, British schools will be
required to teach two faiths as part of their cur-
riculum in order to receive secondary education
certification in religious studies. Religious groups
had lobbied against the new requirement. 

The British government is requiring the teaching
of two religions in its effort to counter religious
extremism and promote tolerance. 

A s h f a q u e
Chowdhury, head of
the UK Association
of Muslim Schools,
at an AMS confer-
ence in 2012. 



After 90 years - Oscar’s Deli still going impressively strong

The original
Oscar’s Deli, which
was started  by Oscar
Berman in 1929, was
nothing like what the
restaurant looks and
feels like today.

What used to be on
the menu back then
included corned beef,
pastrami, and salami sandwiches, along with pickles and drinks. On the
shelves behind the counter, there were a few groceries. 

Berman owned the place until 1947, and the deli had changed hands three
or four times before the Ludwig brothers (Asher, Sam, George, and Myer)
bought it. “They ran it for a number of years until Myer decided it wasn’t
enough for the four families,” said Oscar’s Deli’s current owner, Larry
Brown. “So, he opened Myer’s Deli on Grant. The other three brothers
stayed on Main Street.” 

Changing of Hands: 1929 - 1991 
In 1971, the Ludwigs sold the deli to their nephew, Jimmy Shukster,

whose mother was a Ludwig. “Jimmy, at that time, called me and wanted
to know if I wanted to join them,” said Brown. “I said ‘no,’ as I had been
working with my father-in-law. Eventually, in 1979, I spoke with Jimmy to
see if he was still interested in having a helper and he said, ‘yes.’ I worked
there with him until 1982. Then, we opened this downtown location, at 175
Hargrave St.”

Between 1982 and 1997, Jimmy and his brother, Harold, ran both deli
locations along with Brown. In 1991, Brown bought them out. The Main
Street location closed in 1997.

Brown began upping Oscar’s menu offerings when he joined the
Shukster brothers at the deli - starting small, with the addition of a turkey
sandwich. “I don’t think we had ham until we moved to our Hargrave Stteet
location,” said Brown. “Once we moved here, we started doing soups and
salads, and they also started serving salads and soups at the Main Street
location. I’d make the soups for them and they’d pick them up.”

Keeping family tradition
Brown’s daughter, Rachel, started spending time at the downtown loca-

tion as soon as it opened. She was eight years old when she began clearing
tables. In 1998, she joined her father at the deli full-time and has continued

doing so
ever since. 

Of her experience working with her father,
Rachel said she feels very fortunate for the
opportunity, referring to it as, “irreplaceable.” 

Rachel feels patience is the biggest trait she
had to learn when working with her dad, adding,
“I definitely surprised myself with baking. Who
knew I could bake a carrot and chocolate cake
that everyone loves? More than anything, it’s
been a second home, second nature.” 

New chef + downtown evolution = 
revved up menu + hours

Until this past spring, when Chef Hari Haidau
joined the Oscar’s team, the deli had gone with-
out a deep fryer. “I’ve stayed clear of a deep fryer
for 35 years,” said Brown. “Hari twisted my arm
and we now have one. We now have fries, probably some of the best in the
city.” 

While the deli has been open for the morning and lunch crowd since its
inception, Haidau saw an opportunity with the proximity to the MTS
Centre to stretch the service into the dinner crowd. 

“We’re basically looking to expand,” said Haidau. “Downtown is evolv-
ing. The Jets are back. The Moose are back. A new police headquarters is
opening around the corner.

“I’m taking the menu through a mix of the deli and a lot of other things
that I’ve either made up myself or learned along
the way, and have cross-mixed Jewish cuisine
with deli and Mediterranean cuisines. A lot of
things on the dinner menu are ones I grew up
with at home.

“A lot of the menu is made in mind with our
Winnipeg winter. A lot of the menu was made in
such a way to cater to  people like police who
will be working around the clock in the cold, and
hopefully we’ll see them as fixed staples, not just
in the day time but evening-time too.

“With everything being made from scratch,
everybody is adjusting to the new menu and the
longer hours. I’m a little bit too ambitious still
and have energy. We want to have a presence and
compete, and be the best at it.” 

On your next visit to Oscar’s, you might want
to try their matzo ball poutine or their dirty burg-
er. 

Although the deli is not kosher, both Haidau
and Brown are working to provide more service
to the Jewish community, as they offer a wide
variety of catering options for all occasions. 

“We have a beautiful patio as well that we ren-
ovated this summer that can accommodate func-
tions,” said Haidau. “We did a Christmas party
here last night with a pop-up bar for the Park
Theater.”

Oscar’s Deli is open from 7am-to-7pm,
Monday to Friday, and before Jets games. “If
dinner goes, who says we won’t be able to push
it until 9:00 pm?” wondered Haidau. “But, I
don’t think our intent is to be like a Boston Pizza
lounge for after the game. I want to have kids and
be able to be there for them somewhat too.” 
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OPEN HOUSE     SATURDAY, JANUARY 16     12 – 4 PM

#BHgirls
www.balmoralhall.com/

itsagirlsworld

In a community where role  
models inspire a sense of  wonder, 
BH girls take risks. 
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GEORGE LUDWIG ((left)
with his nephew, JIMMY
SHUKSTER, at the former
Oscars Deli on Main Street
(photo courtesy of the Jewish Heritage Centre)

OSCAR BERMAN 
(photo courtesy 
Larry Brown)

(l-r): Oscar’s Deli Chef HARI HAIDAU, owner 
LARRY BROWN, and daughter RACHEL BROWN



By MYRON LOVE
The 76-year-old

largely Jewish General
Monash Branch of the
Royal Canadian
Legion may be down
for the count – but it’s
not yet out. 

With its membership
in steep decline, the
remaining General
Monash members felt
that it was time to sell
its long-time head-
quarters on Main
Street (between Ban-
nerman and Atlantic).
The deal went through
at the end of August,
reports Dave Choch-
inov, who has been
running the operation
since current president
Morris Faintuch took a
leave a few months
ago to deal with a
health issue.

Chochinov notes
that the sale brought
in $165,000 for the
Monash.  With the
addition of some Guaranteed Investment Certificates that were cashed in,
the remaining General Monash members were able to open a fund for
$190,000 at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

From the interest earned on the principle, Chochinov says, $3,000 a year
will be provided to the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre – the new
home for the Monash branch.  As well, the Shalom Residences will be
receiving $2,000 a year, the Gray Academy and a high school in West
Kildonan while each get $1,000 a year, and another $500 will go to the
Salvation Army.

“The Gwen Secter invited us to relocate here,” Chochinov says.  “We set
up upstairs in September. We set up our darts boards (to continue the
General Monash tradition of Wednesday afternoon darts and socializing)
and are holding our meetings there.”

Says Gwen Secter Executive Director Marilyn Regiec, “we are happy to

have the legion members join the Gwen Secter and make use of our facili-
ty.  We welcome any Jewish community groups who want to come here.”

Chochinov notes that, while the General Monash membership stood at
about 300 16 years ago, the number now is less than 20, with even fewer
who are still active.  He himself, at 85, is one of the youngest members.

But, while  the General Monash “body” may be weak, the remaining
members are still carrying on their yearly activities.  These include atten-
dance at the annual Down Under Club banquet (the original General
Monash was a Jewish Australian General in World War I); participation in
the annual Remembrance Day Service at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue the
Friday evening before Remembrance Day; the annual Holocaust memorial
program at Congregation Etz Chayim in the spring; and the march with
Gray Academy students to the Holocaust memorial on the grounds of the
Legislature.

Monash members also participate in funeral services for members who
have passed away.

In 2014, the Monash members unveiled a memorial plaque – on perma-
nent display at the Asper Campus.

“We intend to carry on as long as we can,” Chochinov says.
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Winnipeg Friends of
Israel presents informa-

tion evening about Kurds

Kurdistan  and the Special
Relationship with Israel

Monday January 18, 2016 
7:30 pm.

Location: 
979 Queenston Bay

In this information session,
Farhad Sultanpour, the president
of the Kurdish Association of
Manitoba will shed light on the
history of Kurdistan, its people,
religions, challenges and accom-
plishments. He will also talk
about the complex relations
between Israel and the Kurds.

Prime Minister’s Office rebuffed in bid for
Netanyahus’ dog expenses

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israel won’t pay the expenses for the
Netanyahu family dog.

The Ministry of Finance rejected a query by the Prime Minister’s
Office to have the state pay up for Kaia, the Israeli investigative televi-
sion news program “Uvda,” or “Fact,” reported Monday night, saying the
dog is a personal expense.

Kaia, who is 10 years old, was adopted in July by the Netanyahus from
a pound that was about to euthanize her.

Last month, the dog bit two guests at a Hanukkah party at the prime
minister’s residence in Jerusalem and had to be quarantined.

Prime Minister BENJAMIN NETANYAHU with his dog KAIA at
the PM's residence in Jerusalem.

Jewish Legion branch close to playing “last post”

General Monash Legion member Dave
Chochinov reports that the legion has sold its
long-time location on Main Street and has now
relocated to the Gwen Secter Centre



For ex-baseball players, Israel a place to learn and teach
By HILLEL KUTTLER

(JTA) – Out of baseball after four years playing
in the minor leagues, Brent Powers, a Christian
from Texas, took a tour of Israel last year with his
wife. He was smitten with the country and consid-
ered how to return.

The Masa Israel Journey will provide his path.
Powers and about a dozen American college play-

ers will be part of the group’s five-month, baseball-
themed program launching in January. Israel’s
baseball czar figures their expertise will do won-
ders for a sport that is growing in popularity, but
remains a niche sport in a country where soccer
and basketball reign.

Masa provides an internship-like framework that
encourages young Jewish professionals from the Diaspora to experience
Israel from the inside. Masa now encompasses some 250 professions.

Along with Hebrew-language classes and trips, the baseball players, like
Masa participants generally, will work in their professions and interact in
depth with their Israeli counterparts: coaching at Israel’s new baseball
academy, playing in an adult league and teaching the sport to elementary-
school children.

Israel Association of Baseball director Nate Fish believes his organiza-
tion’s partnership with Masa “can really revolutionize” the level of play in
Israel. Now, he says, coaching in Israeli youth and adult leagues is handled
by parents and other untrained volunteers.

“If you have 10-20 college players coming in, and put two to three on
each team, the level of play goes up,” Fish said of the adult league. “And
when we send them to the communities to coach once a week, it gives the
little kids some real baseball role models. You’ll get better practices.
There’s no substitute for that.”

The visitors will gain, too, because “it gives them an opportunity to start
their coaching careers,” he said.

The program is spreading by word of mouth, and Fish says he plans to
more actively recruit future cohorts by appealing to their sense of sports
adventure and career aspirations.

That’s what reeled in Powers, who had pitched in the minors from 2011
to 2014 for the
Oakland Athletics and
Toronto Blue Jays.
Three teammates
from the Athletics’
team in Burlington,
Vermont, in 2012
played for Israel in
that autumn’s World
Baseball Classic qual-
ifiers and connected
him to Fish, a coach
on the club.

When Fish tweeted
early this year about
the Masa launch,
Powers said, “Whoa –
that’s exactly what I
want to do.”

In Israel, “I really
look forward to work-
ing with the kids,”
said Powers, who
coaches youth in a
Houston program.

Joshua Scharff, an
outfielder and pitcher
for Yale University
before graduating in
2013, has been in
Israel working with
the program since
September and awaits
the arrival of his
American colleagues.
He had enjoyed the
pro-Israel advocacy
work he did in
Boston, but left for
the baseball calling.

“My heart is here, so when I found something
that combined the two things I love the most –
baseball and Israel – I jumped at the opportunity,”
Scharrf said from his apartment in Tel Aviv.

To add heft to the program, Masa recruited for-
mer major league outfielders Art Shamsky and
Shawn Green, both of them Jewish, as spokesmen
and might bring them to Israel to lead clinics.

Masa officials see their initiatives in lacrosse –
which launched a year ago – and baseball as pro-
viding Israel with a stream of talented athletes
from overseas who will inject their experience
locally. Accomplished players in such sports as
soccer, American football, basketball, swimming
and the triathlon could soon find opportunities to

ply their trade in Israel. Scholarships and grants scaled to each athlete’s
experience and ability help reduce the $9,400 per person fee.

The organization also aspires to take the athletic program beyond the
field of play to include those working in coaching and sports management
– even sports writing.

“We always aim to have a large number of opportunities for profession-
als to come to Israel and enhance their careers,” said Freda Surki, Masa’s
director of development and organizer relations. “We realized that sports
portfolios didn’t really exist, and thought that this would be a great oppor-
tunity.”

The new baseball track comes as the Israel Association of Baseball is
forming a team to compete next September in the WBC’s qualifying round
in Brooklyn, New York.

“The timing couldn’t be better,” Green said. “The better the [Israeli] team
does in the qualifiers, the more that momentum kicks in … to help grow
baseball in a country with a contingent of fans. It’s the right way to do it.”

Much of the seed money is coming from Andy Bloch, a Northern
California resident who says he plans to persuade Jewish owners of Major
League Baseball clubs to become involved and contribute financially, too.

While the program might “take awhile” to become entrenched and to
draw ever-more accomplished players to Israel to play and to coach, Bloch
says, the effort will bear fruit as a greater mass of talented homegrown
ballplayers develops.

“It’s a great opportunity for Israel and for the players,” he said.
That’s just how Powers sees it.
Like in many Jewish families, Powers had a parental influence pushing

him to visit Israel – his father, also a Christian, had been to the country sev-
eral times for work.

By program’s end, Powers said, “I’ll have a phone book full of friends.”

14 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, January 6, 2016

Israel news

��������	
����� ��������	����

������������ ������������

���������	���
�����������������	
������
�����
��	��
��	����

��������	����
����������������
��������������������������������

Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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NATE FISH, director of the Israel
Association of Baseball, demonstrating
pitching to Israeli kids. (Margo Sugarman/IAB)

Ehud Olmert has prison term cut in bribery conviction

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert
had his prison term cut to 18 months from six years for his part in the
Holyland corruption case. 

The Supreme Court, as part of Olmert’s appeal during a hearing
Tuesday morning, cut the term ordered by the Tel Aviv District Court in
May 2014. 

Olmert is the first Israeli prime minister to be sentenced to jail time. He
is scheduled to enter prison on Feb. 15. 

The Holyland affair, what is being called the largest corruption scandal
in Israel, involved the payment of bribes to government officials by the
developers of a luxury high-rise apartment complex in Jerusalem. 

The justices acquitted Olmert of receiving the larger of the two bribes,
about $130,000, but upheld his conviction for accepting a bribe of about
$15,400. 

In a statement after the verdict, Olmert maintained that he had never
accepted any bribes, but said he respected the decision of the Supreme
Court justices. He also acknowledged how difficult the case has been on
his family. 

Olmert resigned as prime minister in September 2008 after police
investigators recommended that he be indicted in multiple corruption
scandals. 

In May, Olmert was sentenced to eight months in prison after being
convicted for accepting cash-filled envelopes from an American-Jewish
businessman, Morris Talansky, and using it for personal and not political
expenses. The case is under appeal to the Supreme Court. 

Also at Tuesday’s hearing, the appeal of former Jerusalem Mayor Uri
Lupolianski, Olmert’s successor who had been sentenced to six years in
prison for directing bribe money to a Jerusalem charity, was rejected, but
his prison sentence was modified to six months of community service due
to his ill health. 

The court also partially accepted the appeals of four others found guilty
in the case and reduced their prison sentences, but let stand the sentences
of two others. 



Throughout the years, most of
us, both young and old alike,
have had that unnerving experi-
ence of searching for full or
part-time employment - all the
while unrealistically dreaming
of the ideal job that would pay
handsomely, offer convenient
working hours plus vacation
pay and, of course, generous

benefits befitting someone of your supposedly unmatch-
able credentials. 

Well, you’re in luck. A more than decent high profile
job will relatively soon be advertised in local publica-
tions, if not elsewhere in the country, outlining the exec-
utive committee’s expectations and, unless you have an
ego as solid as the Rock of Gibraltar, part way through
the list of preferred assets they’ll be seeking in the suc-
cessful applicant, you may be developing an economy-
sized inferiority complex and then quietly turn away to
the comics page in your local newspaper in order to read
how Blondie’s hubby Dagwood Bumstead - a not very
industrious employee who frequently hangs around the
water cooler - is getting along with his boss Mr. Dithers
in the office these days.

Here’s the ad: “Wanted: Someone with the following
assets: does public speaking, possesses good public rela-
tionship skills, is adept at event management and plan-
ning, is good at social networking, can fundraise, obtain
sponsorships, issue press releases, teach, has an interest
in sports, coaching, dealing with social media, marketing
strategies and communications, and is good at customer
service.”

Oh, by the way, unless you’ve been off on an inter-
planetary flight to Jupiter or Mars, you are doubtless well
aware that the gentleman known as “Marvelous Mo”, or
Morris Glimcher, has decided that, effective this June
30th, he is going to ride off into the sunset. 

So, if you’d like to apply for his job outlined in the
aforementioned ad as executive director of the Manitoba
High Schools Athletic Association (MHSSA), you’ll
have a heck of a good chance, if your name is Wonder
Woman or Superman. 

Morris’s career began back in 1975 and his list of accomplishments are
incomparable. He was inducted into the Manitoba Sports Hall of Fame as
a builder in 2013 and is the sole Canadian recognized by the National
Federation of State High School Associations, with a citation in 2003. 

Our Manitoba Sportswriters and Sportscasters Association, of which I
am on the executive committee, twice - in 1988 and 2013, honoured him
with our “Good Guy Award”, presented yearly to the person who has been
the most co-operative and generally helpful to the press at large.

I personally pay him homage in the press box while covering the Jets or
Bombers whenever an insurance goal or touchdown is scored late and vic-
tory is assured, by pronouncing to those within earshot: “That looks like
the clincher Morris Glimcher!”

I have often felt that he and I have very much in common. Both Jewish
kids, we were raised in the North End in back of our parents’ corner gro-
cery stores, where they worked long hours seven days a week. 

Not to compare myself with Mo, who has logged hundreds of thousands
of miles in his on-the-job travels to the United States, Sweden, Finland,
and the Soviet Union, because the only activity I could probably top him
at would be sorting empty pop bottles faster at the back of our stores. 

Both of us are verbal to the max, have had a lifetime interest in sports,
and ended up in teaching and coaching roles with young people. Not to
mention both feeling immense satisfaction at, in later years, encountering
ex-students who recognize us as having played a somewhat significant role
in their lives - for which they are very appreciative.

As for the futures of the next generation of athletes, Glimcher and I both
see major changes taking place in the world of sports. 

Finding volunteer coaches isn’t going to be as easy as it once was and, in
addition, kids aren’t as enthusiastic as they once were because of the
advent of social media. 

These 21st century individuals, known as “X-box kids”, prefer to slump
down in their bean-bag chairs and play games rather than to expend the
necessary energy required to attend practices and develop their physical fit-
ness. 

Interacting with their peers over the internet and other electronic wonders

while at home while lying on the bed
simply won’t cut it. 

Neither will moving the texting loca-
tion to nearby restaurants where Wifi is
available and over-indulging in a double
burger, french fries topped with gravy
and cheese curds, and a giant Slurpy to
wash it down. 

Hey, we have to maintain that dubious
distinction of being the capital of the
world when it comes to the aforemen-
tioned beverage, don’t we?

As for the soon-to-be retired
Glimcher, he shared with me a very few
words regarding his impending retire-
ment: “All of this attention is very hum-
bling.” 

Very typical of Morris, but who is
going to fill his extra-large sized shoes
now? 

Not a clown, I hope, but someone who
can grasp the torch and hold it on high
just as he did when he was a budding
young student at St. John’s Tech High
School in days of yore, when he began
his climb right at the very bottom and
gradually elevated himself to the top
sports office in our province.

That was the clincher, wasn’t it
Glimcher?

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a
former school teacher, and covers foot-
ball and hockey for Canadian Press and
Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch.
Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street,
Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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The manager, teacher, and coach was beyond reproach
THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

MORRIS “MARVELOUS MO”
GLIMCHER: “All of this attention is very
humbling.” 

Not to compare myself with Mo,
who has logged hundreds of

thousands of miles in his on-the-
job travels to the United States,

Sweden, Finland, and the Soviet
Union, because the only activity I
could probably top him at would

be sorting empty pop bottles
faster at the back of our stores. 



Hypocrisy, halacha, and best efforts
When I was a teenager, I was concerned about

hypocrisy. Like a lot of well-intentioned
teenagers, I worried…How did this behavior
conflict with my beliefs? Was it wrong to do X if
I knew that it might hurt something else? While
it’s important to be reflective about one’s
actions, I’d bet that there is also such a thing as
being too reflective. In an adolescent effort to
contemplate my beliefs, I got out of hand in

terms of judging myself and others. (At least, my parents say that I did!)
I remember being critical of a family I knew of who kept kosher, but had

separate paper plates for their Chinese carry out….and this was just one of
many examples.

Around January 1st, we hear about New Year Resolutions and how peo-
ple plan to make big changes. Yes, it’s not a Jewish new year, but many of
us are swept up in this effort to be our best selves.

Don’t get me wrong, there is nothing bad about
self-examination and making efforts to do bet-
ter…but isn’t that what the high holy days are all
about? I still feel tired from managing all those
large meals, and the fall holiday schedule! Just
because January 1st comes around doesn’t make
me yearn for more resolutions.

In the interest of being consistent (and not hyp-
ocritical!) as a teenager, I learned about how the
rabbis interpret Halacha (Jewish law). The mod-
ern North American Jewish movements (Reform,
Conservative, Orthodox, Reconstructionist, Renewal, etc.) all have slight-
ly different takes on what Halacha is and how we should work to adhere to
it or not and whether it has a vote or a veto over our lives and behaviors. 

Of course, I’ve realized that it’s not nearly as black and white as it
appeared in high school. Now, I wonder whether this was simply because
an adolescent, my brain was still developing and hadn’t grasped subtlety?

For instance, there is the case of the rebellious son. (Deut. 21:18–21) If
you read the Torah alone, without consulting the Talmud or the rabbis, the
rebellious son deserves to be stoned. Yet, when the rabbis of the Talmud
(Tractate: Sanhedrin) discuss this, there’s no case in which it is actually ok
to stone a rebellious child. By the time they’re done, the rabbis have exam-
ined the roots of the crime, the extenuating circumstances, and the wit-
nesses’ testimony. The topic in Sanhedrin is well-worth reading for parents
simply because the rabbis understood complexity. 

The thing is, as we age, we realize that no matter how frustrated a parent
might be with a misbehaving child, it’s worth taking a step back to see how
we got to this place. (Is he feeling sick? Did his brother hit him first? Was
he slighted inadvertently? The list goes on…) 

Even as we acknowledge that Jews have different opinions on how we

recognize, observe, and discuss halacha, there’s a universal trend we can
acknowledge. We’re not the first to wonder why the “rules” were writ-
ten/spoken as they are. We’re not the first to struggle with difficult
issues…and even though time and space separate us from the Torah’s dra-
mas and the rabbis in the Talmud, we have all wrestled with hard issues.

The answers are sometimes subtle and gray. What works for one child
may not work for another. Just as scientists create theories – and theories
exist to be disproved, if Jewish law had a “one size fits all” solution for
every problem, it would be rigid and unyielding. Frankly, that’s not very
useful. Even the most Orthodox interpretations of halacha recognize that as
society and its technology changes, we must re-examine the rules and how
they work. (Electricity use is a relatively new thing that required many to
think about how Shabbat should be observed, and why.) 

Reflective, thoughtful adults tend to evolve over their lives. I recently
met someone who said casually in conversation, “Oh, that was back when

I drove on Shabbat.” (translation: a person who had
become more halachically observant) Another person
I encountered in Jewish context explained that the
more conflict she encountered in Jewish settings, the
less it enabled her to pray. Last I heard? In the absence
of a peaceful Jewish community in her small town,
she attends a Unitarian Universalist congregation
instead.

We can grow and change by wrestling with our
faith, continuing to learn and grapple with our under-
standing – that’s how we can resolve to be better peo-
ple in an imperfect world. As an undergrad, I briefly

dated a Modern Orthodox Syrian Jewish guy from Brooklyn. We came
from remarkably different Jewish worlds. That was likely part of the attrac-
tion. We met in an academic course that studied Biblical poetry, in Hebrew,
as literature, so we had learning in common. 

I often cross-examined him about how he coped with the concept of
adhering to 613 mitzvot (commandments) on a daily basis. We’d go back
and forth and finally he would shrug, smile and say something like this:
“You know, every day, I wake up, and I do the best I can. I try to do as many
mitzvot as I can manage. I’m not perfect. I fail. Tomorrow? I’ll get up and
try again.”

In retrospect, this is great advice. There are far worse resolutions we
could make. Sure, we’re all hypocritical about something. Nobody’s per-
fect. We have different takes on which halacha has meaning for us, and how
to be a better person. Yet, there’s no better model than the one that says he
has high expectations, he expects to fail, but he’ll try again. It’s also a dis-
tinctly Jewish model. Shall we climb that resolution mountain together?

Joanne Seiff has twin sons and graduate degrees in both Education and
Religious Studies. She works as a freelance writer, editor, designer and
educator. See more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.

16 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, January 6, 2016

Joanne Seiff

By

JOANNE SEIFF

“You know, every day, I
wake up, and I do the best I

can. I try to do as many
mitzvot as I can manage.

I’m not perfect. I fail.
Tomorrow? I’ll get up and

try again.”



‘The Pater’ tells a story of childlessness from the rare male perspective
By MAAYAN JAFFE-HOFFMAN/JNS.org

Dozens if not hundreds of books have been written
about the childlessness of Jewish women – and the
stories are told from their perspective. But in his
recently released volume,”The Pater: My Father, My
Judaism, My Childlessness”, Elliot Jager explores a
topic that to his knowledge has never been deeply
examined before: childlessness from the vantage
point of Jewish men.

“Pater” is the Latin word for father. The author, a
former editor at The Jerusalem Post, tackles his rela-
tionship with his father, as well as his own inability
to become a father, in a way that critics describe as
brave, poignant, and sentimental. 

“Men sort of brush it (childlessness) aside or make
believe it is of no consequence. What I try to do is
really lift the lid on how many feel about this,” Jager
says in an interview.

The very first Jewish commandment in the Torah is
to “be fruitful and multiply” (Genesis 1:28). The
Jewish sages said, “A man who is childless is
accounted as dead” (Nedarim 64b), as the biblical
verse states, “Rachel realized that she was not bear-
ing any children to Jacob. She was jealous of her sister and said to Jacob,
‘Give me children! If not, let me die!’” (Genesis 30:1).

“If childlessness is seen as a negative or as a punishment in Judaism, if it
is so closely identified with Jewish tradition, how do [those who are child-
less] see their position in Jewish tradition?” Jager asks. 

To help answer that question in the 189-page book, which was published
by Toby Press, Jager shares his own story of failed in vitro fertilization
(IVF) treatments and then embarks on a series of interviews with other
childless men. Dan Lobel (a pseudonym) takes the reader through his emo-
tional journey with wife, Tzipi. The couple married slightly older – he was
44 and she was 37 – and began IVF treatments two years after they were
married: 

“It turns out that Tzipi has an unbearable fear of needles, and the IVF
process requires that you inject yourself at the same time every day with
hormones. She tried it for a while, but just couldn’t do it herself. So Dan
would go to her workplace to give her the jab. ‘There we were in the stor-
age room among grimy documents, decaying newspapers and stale, empty
beer bottles. Me with the syringe in my hands, Tzipi often bursting into
tears. Finally, she just completely dissolved. She couldn’t carry on. I can’t
say I was surprised. When Tzipi goes for an immunization, she practically
passes out,’” Lobel recalls in the book.

Lobel talks about how he was angry at his wife, himself, and God for a
brief period of time, but ultimately concludes that anger is unproductive.
The couple decided to go down the adoption path instead. But at the same
time, as they were accepted into and approved by the adoption program,
Lobel was diagnosed with cancer.

“We were at the cusp of adoption, and God said no,” Lobel tells Jager.
Readers also learn to dispel a widely held myth that IVF treatments are

successful in the majority of cases. IVF is expensive, and as many as 75
percent of treatments fail, according to “The Pater.”

The book’s story of childlessness is interwoven with
two additional storylines. One is Jager’s personal memoir
of growing up Jewish on the lower east side of New York
City. The other is Jager’s relationship with his own father,
a Holocaust survivor, who abandoned the family for
Israel when Jager was 8. They reconnect 30 years later
when Jager makes aliyah. But the relationship with his
Hassidic father is overshadowed by the elderly man’s
desire for Jager to have a son, and his refusal to accept
that Jager and his wife Lisa feel they have done all they
can. The father encourages Jager to visit the graves of
holy men and seek divine intervention that will surely
end his childlessness. Jager is unwilling.

Jager instead ends his Orthodox Jewish observance
(though not solely because of his father)–which he also
discusses in the book. 

“I grew up in a very traditional Orthodox environment
and Orthodoxy demands certain things of you. But I find
that a lot of people don’t give a second thought to the phi-
losophy of Orthodoxy. Instead, they focus on minutiae:
‘Am I wearing shatnez?’ or whatever,’ Jager explains.
Through his journey of childlessness, Jager says he real-
ized he could not “embrace comfortably” the theological

demands that come with being Orthodox. 
But he does not encourage everyone to be hard on Judaism (or Orthodox

Judaism) in the book. He calls his book “pro-children,” and infuses in his
philosophical discussions with other childless men a message that even
without children, Jewish life can be rich, beautiful, and meaningful.

“I am not here to give advice,” Jager tells JNS.org. “But I will say that
while Judaism places great emphasis on having children, it doesn’t say that
if you don’t have children you cannot have a meaningful – or even Jewishly
meaningful – life….Men without kids have to work a little harder.”

In the book, Lobel is the one to deliver that message.
“I would say that tikkun olam is definitely a central goal,” Lobel

observes, “but that it has to be done, or chiefly done, through children? I
can see why people who have children would think that, because it’s real-
ly where all their energy and focus go for the best years of their lives. But
I don’t think it’s necessarily so.”

He continues, “So what is the meaning of life if you don’t leave anything
behind biologically?…I don’t think leaving stuff behind biologically is the
only way to leave a lasting legacy.…I would say everything we do can –
and should – be tikkun olam….[It is also] about building yourself up,
working through your own issues; trying to realize your own spiritual
potential on a personal level. And if it’s not going to be through children,
that doesn’t mean you can’t do it, or shouldn’t do it.”

Jager dedicated the book to his wife, from whom he said he had complete
support in sharing their story. While Jager believes the book demonstrates
that he is content and has come to terms with what life has given him, he
says the loss of not having a child still hurts daily.

“No matter how successful or fulfilled you are,” Jager says, “no matter
how meaningful life is, if you lost a child because of an accident or because
you wanted one and never had one, there is still an element of mourning.”
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By BEN SALES
(JTA) -- Two years ago, Israeli advocates for religious pluralism spoke

of a "window of opportunity" to advance their cause. For the first time in a
decade, the governing coalition included no haredi Orthodox parties. The
Knesset's second biggest party, Yesh Atid, advanced a raft of legislation to
change the Orthodox-controlled status quo. Even the religious Zionist
Jewish Home party seemed open to change.

Now it's safe to say that window has shut. If 2013 and 2014 saw limited
progress on religious reforms in Israel, from army service to conversion,
2015 was the year the country's haredi Orthodox establishment reasserted
itself. Haredi leaders reentered the government, rolled back reforms and
sent warning signals to leaders who questioned business as usual.

2014 ended on something of a high note for religious pluralism activists:
In late November, the government enacted new regulations that allowed
dozens of local Orthodox rabbis to perform Jewish conversions, effective-
ly stripping Israel's haredi Orthodox Chief Rabbinate of its monopoly on
conversion.

Days later, the government fell apart, elections were called and religion-
and-state fell off Israel's agenda. The campaign revolved around questions
of economics and security, not marriage and conversion. And both left and
right made clear they would include haredi parties in their coalition,
spelling doom for the 2013-14 reforms.

Haredi parties lost five seats in the March 17 election, but no matter:
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu needed them in his coalition, and
accepted their demand to revert to the pre-2013 status quo. In the ensuing

months, a law to draft haredi men was defanged; the conversion reform was
repealed, and ongoing reforms of kashrut, burial, haredi education and the
rabbinical appointment process were stalled. Government subsidies to
haredi yeshivas shot back up.

Nine months after the election, hope for legislative change is scant.
Speaking to JTA in December, Jewish Home Chairman Naftali Bennett pre-
dicted that any future coalition's likely reliance on haredim would make
reform next to impossible.

The government also shifted in tone: Bennett, the previous religious
affairs minister, opposed major policy changes but spoke about uniting the
Jewish people and creating space for non-Orthodox Jews. Current
Religious Affairs Minister David Azoulay, of the haredi Orthodox Shas
party, drew backlash in July for saying Reform Jews aren't Jews.

Azoulay isn't alone. In November, a haredi Orthodox United Torah
Judaism lawmaker, Yisrael Eichler, accused Reform Jews of attacking
Judaism and Israel. The same month, Moshe Gafni of the same party said
"Reform Jews are stabbing the holy Torah in the back."

Even modern Orthodox leaders weren't immune from accusations. Efrat's
chief rabbi, the U.S.-born Shlomo Riskin, who advocates progressive poli-
cies within Orthodoxy, was summoned before the Chief Rabbinate in May
for an unusual hearing to review his appointment. Following public pres-
sure, the Rabbinate renewed his term.

And in December, Israel's Ashkenazi chief rabbi, David Lau, admonished
Bennett for visiting and praising a Conservative day school in New York,
even though Lau had visited a similar school earlier in the year.

The rabbinate strikes back: 2015 in Israeli religious pluralism
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MOLLY KOWALSON (SARBIT)
Peacefully, and with

dignity, on November 23,
2015 our mother, grand-
mother, and great-grand-
mother passed away at
the Victoria General Hos-
pital in Winnipeg. Known
affectionately as Baba
Molly, she led an hon-
ourable, full, and produc-
tive life during which she
taught her family the val-
ues of hard work, hon-
esty, and devotion to one
another.

Born September 15,
1917 to Jacob and Goldie Sarbit, she grew up in the
small town of Selkirk, Manitoba. She left school after
completing a grade eight education in order to work in
the family grocery business. Several years later, when
her mother opened a dry goods store, a young man
named Sam Kowalson was hired to manage the store.
This eventually culminated in a romantic relationship
between Molly and Sam which led to a marriage that
lasted 42 years and produced two children, seven
grandchildren, and nine great-grandchildren.

Molly was a feisty, intelligent, and compassionate
woman whose raison d’etre was her family. She loved
to offer advice freely and without inhibition. With the
passage of time, however, her family came to appreci-
ate her wisdom and the values she imparted to us.

Molly was predeceased by her parents Goldie and
Jacob, her husband Samuel in 1980, her beloved daugh-
ter Lois in 2001, her sister Sylvia Cohen of Los Ange-
les, and brothers Dr. Samuel Sarbit, Sydney Sarbit, and
Nathan Sarbit of Winnipeg.

Left to cherish her memory are: her son Aaron
Kowalson (Margaret); grandchildren Adrienne Doug-
las (Brian), Judi Shuster (Joel), Jeffrey Greenberg,
Alan Greenberg (Tara), Michael Kowalson (Alix),
Joshua Kowalson (Karen), and Daniel Kowalson. She
is also survived by nine great-grandchildren: Samuel
and Baillie Shuster, Matthew Douglas, Zachary and
Gabi Greenberg, Amira and Simon Kowalson, Garrey
Kowalson, and Chloe Greenberg.

Baba, your family loves you and will honour your
legacy. We feel blessed to have had you in our lives.

Donations can be made to the Sam and Molly
Kowalson Fund, care of the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba.

JEAN WOLFMAN
It is with great sadness

that the family of Jean
Wolfman announces her
passing at the Simkin
Centre on December 11,
2015, at the age of 102.

Jean was born in Po-
land and immigrated to
Canada in 1930, leaving
behind her parents, sister
and brother who perished
in the holocaust. She was
also predeceased by Sam,
her loving husband of 64
years.

Jean’s first love was her
children, grandchildren and great grandchildren. She
had the uncanny ability to make each one feel that he or
she was the most special to her. She was loved and
respected by all who knew her. She loved cooking and
baking and was well known for her three large jars of
kamish, cinnamon twists, and poppyseed cookies.

Jean enjoyed her daily visits to the YMHA. She was
an excellent bridge player, and a true friend and confi-
dant to many family members and friends.

Jean had a great love for Israel and the Hebrew
language which she spoke fluently. A very benevolent
person, she donated to many charities.

The family would like to thank the staff at the Simkin
Centre for the loving care they provided to Jean in the
final two and a half years of her life. Also a special
thank you to Carol Troncillo for her care and devotion
to Jean.

Left to mourn her are Jean’s two children, Phyllis and
Shayla (Auby), eight grandchildren, Sharna Baron
(Ken), Sandi Green (Glenn), Bruce Palansky (Naomi
Z’’L), Shelley Simms (Martin), Brian Gertenstein,
Kerry Gertenstein, Robyn Gertenstein (James), and
Brent Gertenstein, 14 great grandchildren and numer-
ous nieces, nephews and dear friends.

Funeral services were held at the Etz Chayim syna-
gogue on December 13, 2015. If desired, donations
may be made to a charity of one’s choice.

card of
thanks 2x2

In loving memory of

MEL CRAVEN
who passed away
January 24, 2004
2 Days in Shevat

— Forever in our hearts and
always remembered by his
wife, children, grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
26th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SONIA

NIMCHONOK
who passed away
January 26, 1900
1 day in Shevat

—Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

MORRIS

BERCOVICH
who passed away
January 28, 1979
28 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

—  Always remembered by their son, grandchildren and family.

TILLIE

BERCOVICH
who passed away

April 3, 1981
28 Days in Adar II

SHIRLEY MONA SEGAL RYPP
On December 21, 2015, Shirley passed away peace-

fully, after a brief hospital stay. She will be lovingly
remembered by her husband, Morley Rypp, her son
Howie (Beatriz) Rypp, daughter Robyn Rypp (Arnie
Usiskin) and grandchildren Ma’ayan Rypp (Leon
Rukavizin), Beth Usiskin (Rob Freeman), Jacqui
Usiskin, Adam Grundland (Adi Stern), Natan
Grundland, great-grand-sons Ilai and Omri Grundland,
and brothers-in-law Meyer Rypp and Larry Enkin. She
was predeceased by her parents, Buirt and Fanny
Segal, and by her sister, Sharon Esther Segal Enkin.

Shirley was born in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan in
1932 and grew up in St. Walburg, Saskatchewan. In her
teens the family moved briefly to Chicago and then
settled in Winnipeg where Shirley enrolled at St. John’s
Tec. After her graduation from the University of Mani-
toba with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Home
Economics, Shirley worked as a Dietician/Nutritionist
for the hospitals.

In January 1954, Shirley married her beshert Morley.
Together they had two wonderful children, and a
special marriage of 61 years. After the children were
grown, Shirley continued her studies at the University
of Manitoba earning a Bachelor of Education. She
taught Art and Home Economics at Miles Macdonell
Collegiate and Valley Gardens Junior High School for
sixteen years. After retiring, Shirley pursued her other
interests including the crafts of weaving, sewing and
knitting. She also found a passion in volunteer work as
an advisor at the Volunteer Centre, at the Fringe
Festival, the Writer’s Festival, the Music Festival, the
costume department of the Sarah Sommer Chai Folk
Ensemble, and the Volunteer Committee of the Winni-
peg Art Gallery. Shirley and Morley enjoyed spending
the winters together in Marco Island, Florida, as well as
travelling to Israel to visit the family.

Shirley was an extremely proud mother and baba
whose greatest joy in life was spending time with her
children and grandchildren. She put great importance
on creating a Jewish home for her beloved family.
Shirley will also be remembered for her exquisite taste
in art and fashion as well as her delicious cooking and
baking.

Shirley’s funeral took place at Shaarey Zedek Syna-
gogue on December 23, with interment at the Shaarey
Zedek Cemetery. Pallbearers were Arnie Usiskin, Mike
Usiskin, Josh Usiskin, Aaron Millar Usiskin, Lewis
Minuk, and Steve Perlmutter. Memorial contributions
may be sent to the Inuit Art and Learning Center at the
Winnipeg Art Gallery by contacting their Develop-
ment Department at 204-789-1764, or a charity of your
choice.

The family would like to thank the Fire Paramedics
Service as well as Dr. Wong and his exceptional,
empathetic team on 6E at St. Boniface Hospital.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JANUARY 6

Deadline for the
January 20 issue of
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is noon

Thursday, January 14
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who passed away
January 26, 1990
1 day in Shevat
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JANUARY 13

In Memoriam
24th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM

DREMAN
who passed away
January 5, 1992
29 days in Tevet

Wonderful memories keep
you ever near.

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife
Esther and family.

In Memoriam

9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEN ZION KATZ
who passed away
January 17, 2007
27 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family.

In loving memory of

SAUL LESZCZ
who passed away
January 9, 2005
28 Days in Tevet

Always in our hearts and
thoughts.
— Your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

12th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DOV PERLOV
who passed away
January 24, 2004
1 Day in Shevat

— Forever loved and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

FRED

LACOVETSKY
who passed away
January 30, 2004

In loving memory of

DORIS

LACOVETSKY
who passed away
January 10, 2013

Always in our hearts and thoughts
— Sadly missed by their loving children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and friends.

In Memoriam

JOSEPH

ROMAN
who passed away
January 25, 2008
18 Days in Shevat

In loving memory of

— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

ESTHER

ROMAN
who passed away
January 8, 2012
13 days in Tevet

8th Yahrzeit 4th Yahrzeit

ISRAEL “IZZY”

SHAPIRO
Who passed away
January 2, 2011
26 Tevet 5771

5th Yahrzeit

SHIRLEY

SHAPIRO
Who passed away
February 28, 2012

5 Adar 5772

In Memoriam

4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

– Sorely missed & never forgotten by your family and friends.
Never more than a thought away.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

MORRIS

SCHECHTER
who passed away
January 24, 1993
3 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered by his
loving children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

HARRY

SCHWARTZ
who passed away
January 10, 2000
3 days in Shevat

You live on in our memory
and in our hearts forever.

— Sadly missed by his sons,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX (MENDEL)

WINESTOCK
who passed away
January 21, 2001

27 days in Tevet 5761
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

15th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MARION

MASARSKY
who passed away
January 12, 1999

25 of Tevet
— Remembered on this
seventeenth Yahrzeit and
always by her husband Sol,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE

STOFFMAN
who passed away
January 13, 2013
2 days in Shevat

— Forever loved, always in
our hearts and very sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEVERLY

FLEISHER
who passed away
January 27, 2004
4 Days in Shevat

“Love is not love which  alters
when it alteration finds”

-W.S.
Sonnet 116

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your husband
Sidney, children, grandchil-
dren, brothers, friends and
family.

In Memoriam

GORDON

KEMEL
who passed away
January 30, 1963
5 Days in Shevat

In mind, a constant thought,
In heart, a silent sorrow.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ARCHIE HECHT
who passed away
January 29, 2004
6 Days in Shevat

—Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.



20 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, January 6, 2016

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE JACOB
who passed away
January 6, 2014

5 days in Shevat, 5774
(corresponding to
January 15, 2015)

— Forever missed by her
husband, children, grand-
children and great-grand-
children.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved father, grandfather

and great-grandfather

MAURICE

KLEIMAN
who passed away
January 16, 1997
8 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
dearly beloved Father,

Grandfather and
Great Grandfather

SAMUEL

KOWALL
who passed away
January 18, 1964

4 days in Shevat 5724
— You are always remembered
and sadly missed by your
family.

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JAY LEMER
who passed away
January 20, 2001

— Always remembered, never
forgotten by your loving
mother, brothers and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRVINE MORRIS
who passed away
Janaury 21, 2010
6 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by  his wife,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father and

grandfather

DAVID NEPON
who passed away
January 29, 1988
10 Days in Shevat

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his loving
wife Gert, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BARBARA

NEPON
who passed away
January 9, 2003
8 days in Shevat

— Forever remembered by
your sister, Roberta, brother-
in-law Sol and family.

In loving memory of

HARRY

OFFMAN
who passed away
February 5, 1998
10 days in Shevat

Wonderful memories
keep you forever near.
— Forever loved and
remembered by his children
Sarah and Jack,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ALBERT SEGAL
who passed away
January 14, 2013
3 days in Shevat

—Fondly remembered by your
loving wife Sylvia, your
children Sharon, Kim and
Lauren, and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SONIA STEEL
who passed away
January 22, 1988
3 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and family

In Memoriam

23rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of my
dear mother

ROSE STONE
who passed away
January 26, 1993
4 Days in Shevat

Kind, gentle, caring, and
understanding.
—Sadly missed by your
daughter Sheila, son-in-law
Roy, granddaughters and
great-granddaughters.

In Memoriam

5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HARVEY

SAWYER
who passed away
January 15, 2011

10th Day of Shevat
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GOLDIE

KAUFMAN
who passed away
January 23, 1980
5 days in Shevat

Nothing can ever take away
The love a heart holds dear,
Fond memories linger every day
Rememrance keeps her near.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family and
friends.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

CHERYL LEWIN
who passed away
January 19, 2010

4 days in Shevat, 5770
— Will be missed by parents
Laurie and Bayla Mainster,
husband Viktor Lewin,
daughter Brianne, son Eli,
sister Gail, Harold and Jay
and brother Sam.

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their loving family.

MORRIS

CIPILINSKY
who passed away
February 5, 2006
7 Days in Shevat

FAYE

CIPILINSKY
who passed away
February 5, 1992

1 Day in Adar

In loving memory of
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ADAM GOSZER
who passed away
February 3, 2012

10 days in Shevat, 5772
Though we can’t reach out and
touch you, you are always in
our thoughts and hearts - loved
and forever remembered for
your gentle nature, kind heart,
zest for life and great sense of
humor.
— Deeply missed by your wife,
Barbara, your children
Elliott, Sharon & Steven, your
grandchildren Sam, Joseph,
Nick, and Sarah, your nieces,
nephews, family and friends.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

FANNY

GLESBY
who passed away
January 29, 1996
8 Days in Shevat

Always in our thoughts
And forever in our hearts
— Your 4 daughters,
7 granddaughters, 8 great-
granddaughters and dad's
namesake, Ike.

Shimon Peres
on Facebook:
I’m not quite

dead yet
J E R U S A L E M

(JTA) – Amid
rumors of his death,
Shimon Peres took to
social media to reas-
sure the public he
was very much alive. 

Rumors flew
around social media
Monday that the 92-
year-old Peres had
died, starting on
Whatsapp groups and
snowballing from
there. 

“I wish to thank the
citizens of Israel for
the support, concern
and interest, and wish
to clarify that the
rumors are false,”
Peres said in a
Facebook post. “I’m
continuing with my
daily schedule as
usual to do whatever
I can to assist The
State of Israel and its
citizens.” 

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GOLDIE

KAUFMAN
who passed away
January 23, 1980
5 days in Shevat

Nothing can ever take away
The love a heart holds dear,
Fond memories linger every day
Rememrance keeps her near.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family and
friends.

who passed away
January 21, 2010
6 Days in Shevat

Nothing can ever take away 
The love a heart holds dear,
Fond memories linger every day
Remembrance keeps her near.



Jerry Lewis, legendary Jewish comic and humanitarian, stays relevant at 89
By ROBERT GLUCK/JNS.org 

Through appreciation of both his comedy
and humanitarian work, legendary Jewish
entertainer Jerry Lewis is staying relevant at
age 89.

The only comic to ever be nominated for a
Nobel Peace Prize, Lewis added another
award to his trophy case in April, when he
received the 2015 Distinguished Service
Award from the National Association of
Broadcasters (NAB). Gordon Smith, NAB’s
president and CEO, said the organization was
“honored to recognize not only [Lewis’s]
comedic innovation, but also his remarkable
philanthropic efforts that have bettered the
lives of thousands of children.”

Previous recipients of the NAB award
include Jorge Ramos, Bob Schieffer, Michael J. Fox, Mary Tyler Moore,
President Ronald Reagan, Edward R. Murrow, Bob Hope, Walter Cronkite,
Oprah Winfrey, and Charles Osgood.

Born Jerome Levitch in Newark, N.J., to Russian-Jewish parents, Lewis
is best-known for his entertainment career—spanning comedy, acting,
singing, film production, screenwriting, and film directing, all infused with
his slapstick humor. But he has made arguably as significant of a mark in
philanthropy, most notably as the longtime national chairman of the
Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA), where he raised more than $2
billion for MDA’s “Jerry’s Kids” initiative and hosted the organization’s
annual Labor Day Telethon for more than 40 years.

“I think many people in later years associated him much more with the
telethon than with his comedy. This work makes a perfect companion to his
work as a comedian and shows that laughs by themselves are not enough
in life,” Lawrence Epstein, author of the 2002 book “The Haunted Smile:
The Story of Jewish Comedians in America,” told JNS.org.

On the comedic side, Lewis was originally paired up with Dean Martin
in 1946, forming the famed team of Martin and Lewis. The duo grew pop-
ular through nightclub work, then starred in a successful series of comedy
films for Paramount Pictures. 

Prior to the recent NAB honor, Lewis’s accolades have included lifetime
achievement awards from the American Comedy Awards, the Los Angeles
Film Critics Association, and the Venice Film Festival. In 2005, Lewis
received the Governors Award of the Academy of Television Arts &
Sciences Board of Governors, and in 2009 the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts & Sciences honored him with the Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award. 

Epstein said Lewis was a crucial element in the transformation of
American culture after World War II. 

“Lewis played a major, largely forgotten role in helping Americans
recover after 16 years of the Great Depression and the war,” the author
said. “Americans had forgotten how to let go, how to have fun. Lewis let
them release their inner child. He was perpetually a 9-year-old caught in an
adult world. By showing that 9-year-old, he taught audiences that had
engaged in tremendous self-deprivation and sacrifice for so long how to
start again, as a child would, to have fun.”

What exactly made Lewis so funny? 
“His ability, very rare in the [American] culture at the time, was to silence

his adult censor and seemingly behave in any way he wanted,” Epstein
said. “The children in the audience were delighted because he was in

essence giving them permission to do what they
wanted and telling them that doing so was funny
and good. He was like [Charlie] Chaplin in being
very clever by using whatever props happened to
be around him.”   

Shawn Levy—the author of seven books,
including the New York Times best-sellers “Rat
Pack Confidential, Paul Newman: A Life” and
“King of Comedy: The Life and Art of Jerry
Lewis”—said religious observance hasn’t been a
major priority for Lewis, but that his Jewish back-
ground still made a mark on both his comedic and
humanitarian work.

“His grandmother sent him for Hebrew lessons
so he could be bar mitzvahed, but he didn’t have
a strong religious life,” Levy told JNS.org.
“Philanthropy was part of the Jewish showbiz

world, where he came of age. He was a professional entertainer from the
time he left high school. Some of his comedy styles and showbiz idioms
are very Jewish. ‘The Holy Fool,’ somewhere between ‘Fanny Brice’ and
‘Harpo Marx,’ the physical comedy and the characteristic of a man-child.”

Like many of his contemporaries, Lewis polished his entertainment skills
in the resorts of New York’s Catskill Mountains.

“Lewis was a tummler (comic entertainer at a Jewish resort) at Brown’s
Hotel,” Levy said. “So many comics of his generation—Danny Kaye, Sid
Caesar, Mel Brooks, Woody Allen—all had that opportunity to break into
show business by working at the Catskills hotels. Mainly it was a Jewish
showbiz thing, so that’s a real strong part of his Jewish identity, that line of
entertainment.”

Epstein sees another Jewish connection to Lewis and his work. 
“It’s a stretch, but sometimes I see Lewis as a metaphor for Jews in the

world, always an outsider, always needing to laugh,” he said.
Some of Lewis’s most popular films—encompassing his acting, direct-

ing, and writing—are “The Bellboy,” “The Ladies Man,” “The Errand
Boy,” “The Patsy,” “The Family Jewels,” and “The Nutty Professor.”

“In the early 1960s, Lewis was the highest-paid film actor and he was
given the most lucrative contract at that time for a television series,” Levy
said. “This was just a few years after being the number-one nightclub act
with Dean [Martin] and the number-one film, television, and radio act with
Dean. There was a period of time, 1949-63, where he was at the top of the
charts in multiple media.”

Levy said “The Nutty Professor” is regarded as Lewis’s masterpiece.
“It’s one of these occasions where an artist of strong gifts somehow gets

out of his own self and transcends it. Jerry’s movies are filled with multi-
ple identities and he plays multiple characters frequently,” said Levy.
Decades later, in 1996, Eddie Murphy would play seven characters in the
remake of “The Nutty Professor.”

Levy said Lewis’s entertainment career and humanitarian work combine
to give him a unique multifaceted legacy.

“He has a real legacy as a filmmaker and a comedian that is genuinely
deserved, and he gets overlooked sometimes, but he gets rediscovered,”
said Levy. “The muscular dystrophy work that he’s done, the concept of the
telethon… and even being able to talk about muscular dystrophy. I truly
believe that if it wasn’t for Jerry Lewis, we would not be able to have that
conversation.”
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Entertainment news

‘Laughter heals’ is message of unlikely Jewish-Muslim comedy act
By MAAYAN JAFFE/JNS.org

“Both Jews and Muslims have a lot in common.
What are we fighting over? Jews and Muslims don’t
eat pork, we don’t celebrate Christmas, we both use
‘ch’ in our pronunciation, and we are both hairy crea-
tures of God,” says comedian Ahmed Ahmed. “The
only real difference between Jews and Muslims is that
Jews never like to spend any money and Muslims
never have any money to spend.”

So goes one of the dozens of jokes featured in the
“Laugh in Peace” comedy routine of Ahmed and Rabbi
Bob Alper. It’s one Arab, one Jew, one stage. The
unlikely duo’s show will be coming to Israel
(Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, and Haifa) and the Palestinian
territories (Ramallah) for the first time from Aug. 12-
17. Together, Ahmed and Alper have performed more
than 150 times during the last 14 years—throughout
the U.S., Canada, and England—at synagogues,
churches, mosques, theaters, and college campuses.

Their story began as a gimmick by a savvy publicist, says Alper, a Reform
rabbi who spent more than a decade at pulpits in New York and Philadelphia—
or as he calls it, “14 years of performing in front of a hostile audience.” Alper
admits he was at first resistant to the idea of the combined show. 

“My publicist calls me one day and says, ‘Bob, why
don’t you do a show with an Arab comedian?’ I said,
‘Do you have any other ideas?’” he says.

Ahmed was skeptical, too.
“I got this call, ‘My name is Bob Alper and I am a

Reform rabbi.’ … He says, ‘I have an idea. I thought it
would be great to do a show together.’ … Well, I said,
‘That sounds good, where do you perform?’ He says,
‘Well, I perform in synagogues.’ … I thought someone
was playing a joke on me,” Ahmed laughs.

But the timing was right. In 2001, at the height of the
terrorism of the second Palestinian intifada (uprising)
in Israel, people were primed for comic relief. Alper
says when people are tense or sad, “comedy is even
more important.”

Over time, the two have been more than just a suc-
cessful and sought-after show. They’ve become good
friends. The women in Alper’s small Vermont town

fell in love with Ahmed through his visits and regularly inquire about his well-
being. Alper has eaten in Ahmed’s parents’ California home.

“Ahmed’s dad asked about my family,” Alper recalls. “When I told him my

Continued on page 23. See “Laughter heals”.

JERRY LEWIS in "At War with the Army"

Rabbi Bob Alper (left) 
and Ahmed Ahmed



Israel: Brazil fomenting diplomatic
crisis over failure to OK envoy

(JTA) – Israel’s
deputy foreign
minister said
Brazil is likely to
fuel a diplomatic
crisis by withhold-
ing consent for its
choice of ambas-
sador, a former set-
tler leader. 

Israel’s deputy
foreign minister,
Tzipi Hotovely,
declared Sunday that the Jewish state will use
a number of channels to secure the nomina-
tion of Dani Dayan, saying no other name will be put up for the post. 

Brazilian president Dilma Rousseff’s withholding consent to Dani
Dayan because of his settler background appears to be unprecedented. 

Brazil has not officially signaled its apparent objection to Dayan since
he was confirmed by the Israeli Cabinet in September and the end of the
current envoy’s term. In September, Rousseff expressed discomfort with
his appointment, saying it would signal “support for the settlement enter-
prise.” 

The Argentina-born Dayan, 50, a former head of the Yesha Council of
Jewish settlements, was tapped for the post by Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu in August. The following month, Rousseff sent a back-chan-
nel message disapproving of Dayan’s appointment after leftist Brazilians
and Israelis lobbied against it, but has taken no official action. 

Dayan said in interviews over the weekend with Israeli media that
Netanyahu “hasn’t pressured Brazil enough to accept my appointment.” 

“This will change,” he added. 
If the Israeli government does not act in Dayan’s case, it could create a

precedent barring settlers from representing Israel abroad. 

Brazil’s four-month apathy is seen by many as the response of a left-
wing government. A Brazilian congressman compared Dayan’s appoint-
ment by Israel to the hypothetical nomination of a former Nazi concen-
tration camp guard by Germany and the choice of a former torturer from
the apartheid regime by South Africa. 

Others say the failure to act is a late retaliation for having been called
a “diplomatic dwarf” by a senior Israeli diplomat in 2014 after the South
American nation recalled its ambassador for consultations to protest
Israel’s attack on Hamas in Gaza during that summer’s Gaza war. 

Over 1,500 Brazilian Jews and non-Jews signed a pro-Dayan petition
last week in response to a petition signed by nearly 200 so-called “pro-
gressive Jews” sent to Brazilian congressmen from openly anti-Israel
parties objecting to the nomination. 

“It is a totally outrageous and biased dual attitude against Israel,” Szyja
Lorber, one of the pro-Dayan petition creators, told JTA. “Brazil has
accepted ambassadors from countries like Iran, Sudan and Syria, which
commit barbaric atrocities against their civil population, executions and
human rights violations. The prejudice against Israel comes from senior
officials in Brazil’s Foreign Affairs Ministry in a blind and near childish
decision.” 

Brazilian senior military have expressed concern about the envoy furor,
since Israel is a key partner to transfer technology to various military pro-
jects in Brazil, according to an interview published by Brazil’s most
influential newspaper, Folha de S. Paulo. 

In September, three senior Israeli politicians known as being anti-
Dayan asked Brazil’s ambassador in Tel Aviv, Henrique Sardinha, to help
insure the ratification of Dayan to take over the embassy in Brasilia. 

Israeli envoy Reda Mansour left his position in Brasilia in early
December after serving only one year, citing family matters for resigning.
A Druze-Israeli, Mansour was considered an excellent pick to express
Israel’s multicultural element in Brazil. 

“Brazil and Israel have kept cordial diplomatic ties for 68 years, and
such friendly countries must respect one another,” Osias Wurman,
Israel’s honorary consul in Rio, told JTA. “The nomination of an ambas-
sador is a sovereign act. Refusing a resident of an area currently under
Israeli-Palestinian shared administration means creating second-class cit-
izens in a country that does not accept such not even for its non-Jewish
citizens.” 
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JNF/World newsAnnual JNF Tu B’Shevat campaign
raising money for park outside of Eilat
By MYRON LOVE

On Sunday, January 24, the Jewish National Fund will be gathering
at the Rady JCC multi-purpose room for the annual Tu B’Shevat
telethon. The goal this year is to raise money to build a 6.5 km park at
the entrance to Eilat.

“The park will benefit both Eilat’s residents and visitors to the city,”
says Cynthia Fidel, the new program and communications co-ordina-
tor for the JNF Manitoba/Saskatchewan region. “The park will provide
much needed shade for people to cycle, walk and play out of the blaz-
ing sun.”

The telethon on the Sunday afternoon will kick off a week of JNF Tu
B’Shevat-related activities in our community. Coincident with the
telethon, the JNF will be co-hosting on the same Sunday afternoon
(from 2:00-4:00 P.M.) the by now annual Tu B’Shevat at the Manitoba
Children’s Museum in partnership with Congregations Etz Chayim
and Shaarey Zedek, PJ Library, Rady JCC and Jewish Child & Family
Service. The afternoon will include planting sunflower seeds in recy-
cled blue boxes, crafts, games and other family activities aimed at
teaching children about trees and Israel.

“This is a 100% family event. Everybody is more than welcome to
celebrate the New Year for Trees!”, Fidel says.

During the week, JNF representatives will be at the Gray Academy,
Brock Corydon School and Margaret Park School teaching students
about the JNF, the trees that are native to the land of the Bible and the
importance of caring for the environment.

On Thursday (the 28th), the JNF will be hosting a special guest from
Israel. Hanni Arnon is the founding director of AICAT (the Arava
Center for Agricultural Training). Arnon is scheduled to speak at the
University of Manitoba Faculty of Agriculture in the morning and in
the Berney Theatre in the evening. Her presentation at the Berney
Theatre is being co-sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg
and is open to everybody.

The JNF Tu B’Shevat week celebration culminates with a celebra-
tion on Saturday, January 30, at Bermax. The evening will include
wine and snack. Tickets are $36 each – a charge that covers the cost of
the wine and appetizers. JNF will provide an $18 full income tax
receipt.

For further information about the week’s activities or to order tick-
ets, contact Cynthia Fidel at 204 947-0207 or Cynthia.fidel@jnf.ca

TZIPI
HOTOVELY

Israel’s deputy 
foreign minister

DANI DAYAN
former head of the
Yesha Council of

Jewish settlements



Op-Ed: Duma reaction shows gap in Israeli and Palestinian responses to terror
By AVITAL LEIBOVICH

JERUSALEM (JTA) – I won’t soon forget the
morning of July 31, when I awoke to the horrific
news that a firebomb had been hurled at a
Palestinian house in the West Bank village of
Duma while the family living there was asleep
inside. Three people were burned to death, includ-
ing a baby boy. “Nekama,” the Hebrew word
meaning “revenge,” was spray-painted on a house
nearby.

Israelis were shocked at the news. This was
especially so for Jewish-Israelis. It seemed incom-
prehensible that Jews could be behind this hideous
act. If anti-Arab Jewish extremists did such a
thing, I thought, they must be following a Bible
very different from the one that most Jews respect.

A few young extremists suspected of the crime
are being held in administrative detention and
interrogated. Whether or not there is enough evi-
dence to convict them, the damage to the State of Israel’s public image will be
huge. The media and human rights organizations, never reluctant to portray
Israel in a negative light, will most likely omit the fact that the views of these
radicals are likely held by less than 1 percent of the Israeli population.

The vast majority of Israelis have condemned this violence. On the day of the
murder, President Reuven Rivlin castigated the attack on his Facebook page in
both Arabic and Hebrew. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu called it a “terror
attack.” The Knesset held a special meeting on Aug. 4 where the atrocity was con-
demned by members of all the political parties, from the far left to the far right.

Moreover, across the country, Israelis shared their sense of outrage at the mur-
ders, disassociating themselves from the extremists who had perpetrated it.
Many published condemnations on their own social media profiles.

The silence from the Palestinian Authority
regarding acts of terror acts has, in contrast, been
deafening.

On Aug. 3, three days after the Duma attack,
Palestinians hurled a firebomb at an Israeli vehicle
in Beit Hanina and injured an Israeli woman. On
Aug. 14, Palestinians from the village of Awartta
set fire to a gas station near the Israeli settlement
of Eli. When the perpetrators were arrested, they
claimed they were acting in revenge for the Duma
attack. There wasn’t a single condemnation of
either act of violence from the Palestinian side.

Moreover, Palestinian Media Watch reported the
two most popular Palestinian television stations
continue to incite against Jews. On Dec. 4, the host
of “Children’s Talk” on the official Palestinian
Authority television station explained that all of
Israel will become “the state of Palestine.” On
Nov. 16, the same station broadcast a funeral of

two Palestinians, where one of the eulogists said: “Strike the Jews, count them
and kill them to the last one, and don’t leave even one.” There are numerous
other examples that occur on a daily basis.

Palestinians also have other ways of glorifying their terrorists, naming city
squares after them and “honoring” murderers of innocent people with official
certificates.

Over the past four months, 24 Jews have been murdered in the course of more
than 50 Palestinian terror attacks, including stabbings, car rammings, and the
hurling of rocks and firebombs. The goal is clearly to kill as many Jews as pos-
sible, and hence the large number of identifiable Jews who have been targeted:
religious people, soldiers and policemen. Where is the condemnation from the
Palestinian leadership?

In a recent poll of Palestinians conducted by the Palestinian Center for Policy
and Survey Research, 67 percent support the use of knives in the current con-
frontations with Israel and, in the absence of peace negotiations, 60 percent sup-
port a return to an armed intifada.

To be clear, terror attacks committed by Israelis are done by an extremely
small, non-representative fringe and are condemned by everyone else. In con-
trast, terror is approved, even applauded, by mainstream Palestinian society.

And that is what makes all the difference.
(Avital Leibovich is director of the American Jewish Committee’s Jerusalem

office.)

Wednesday, January 6, 2016, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   23

Op-ed

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

Bus.   204-339-6969
Fax.   204-339-2717
Res.   204-334-7086
hpk-cga@shaw.ca

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 BR, 2  BR and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
Includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.
Contact 204-453-5178
inquire@shindico.com

F O R  R E N T

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

204-925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

R E A L  E S TA T E

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Gimli cottage for rent
Excellent condition, fully
equipped kosher kitchen

4br, 2 bath
1 block from beach

$1200/wk
available June/July

harriet_lyons@mymts.net

COTTAGE FOR RENT Piano, Guitar, Violin, Flute,
Oboe, Voice & Theory Studio

Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 204-489-9048

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

M U S I C  L E S S O N S

Chartered Professional Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. Hons., MBA, CPA, CGA
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

Palestinians in the Qalandiya refugee camp
surrounding a car used in an attempted attack
on Israeli soldiers, Dec. 16, 2015. 

(Photo by Flash 90)

wife would be having shoulder
surgery the following month, he
looked gravely at me and ordered,
‘You must stop twisting her arm.’”

They also believe they’ve played a
role in breaking down barriers between Muslims and Jews. On college cam-
puses, where Jewish-Muslim tension and anti-Semitism run rampant over the
issue of Israel, Ahmed and Alper perform for mixed audiences. Jewish males
wearing yarmulkes and females in hijabs sit side-by-side, smiling and laugh-
ing.

“When people laugh together, it is hard to hate each other,” says Alper,
recounting how at the University of Arkansas it occurred to him that they
were guests of the “Razorbacks”—a Muslim and a Jew performing at a
school whose mascot is a pig.

They keep their shows apolitical, though they do touch on their personal
religious experiences in the 90-minute performances, which generally are
divided between solo acts of 30-35 minutes and a joint opening and closing.
The closing includes stories from their travels.

“When we begin a show, we say we really are an odd couple. Ahmed is 45
and I am 70. He lives in Metro LA, I live in rural Vermont. He’s Muslim, I’m
a Jew. But both of us are incredibly good looking,” Alper quips.

Alper, who holds a doctorate from Princeton Theological Seminary, got
into comedy in 1986 when he entered the “Funniest Jew in Philadelphia”
contest. He says his comedy remains “appropriate for being a rabbi. In other
words, it’s clean.”

“The reason Abraham was willing to sacrifice Isaac at the age of 12 and not
13, is because at 13 it wouldn’t have been a sacrifice,” says Alper.

Ahmed, who was born in Helwan, Egypt, and raised in Riverside, Calif.,
became an actor before a comedian. After playing “a lot of terrorist roles, cab
drivers, and sleazy, dark Arabs,” Ahmed quit out of frustration and turned to
comedy. But his recent role in the three-year series “Sullivan & Son” (2011-
2014), in which he played an unlucky-in-love tow-truck driver, made him the
only Arab-American actor playing a non-stereotypical role on a comedy sit-
com. His comedy is also “squeaky clean family fun,” though Ahmed admits
one joke did get him banned from Dubai for a year. 

Occasionally, Rev. Susan Sparks, senior pastor of the Madison Avenue
Baptist Church in New York City, joins Alper and Ahmed for a show to make
for a Jewish-Muslim-Christian comedic triumvirate.

“I’m a true believer that laughter heals, and that comedy can bridge the gap
between communities across the world,” says Ahmed. “We just lead by
example.”

Though Ahmed and Alper have certainly contemplated their own plan for
peace.

“In terms of the terrible rift between our people, we’ve come up with
one idea, one way that might be able to help heal the divide. That would
be if all of us together—Jews and Arabs, Arabs and Jews—if all of us
together could simply learn,” says Alper.

Learn what? 
If you want to know the secret, you’ll have to buy tickets to one of their

shows.

Laughter heals
Continued from page 21.
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College newsNew Rady JCC Course Middle
East Politics with Dr. Tami Jacoby

For millennia, the Middle East has been at
the crossroads of global strategic signifi-
cance. With the world’s largest oil deposits
and long standing conflicts, the Middle East
stands as a pivotal regional subsystem in
world politics. It’s also the cradle of civiliza-
tion in terms of world religions and philoso-
phies.

You can’t read a newspaper or go online
and not see a story about the Middle East. It’s
ever present and for Jews and non-Jews alike
it affects our lives. How did it become the centre of attention and influ-
ence for so long? Professor Tami Jacoby answers the question in a
brand new course being offered by the Rady JCC. It’s called Middle
East Politics and in it, participants will learn the basic milestones of
modern Middle East politics starting with the golden era of Islam and
the life of the prophet. It covers European imperialism, nationalism,
state building and the present authoritarianism. In addition, you’ll
learn about Political Islam, the Arab Spring and examine questions
about democracy, culture and gender equality. The presenter, Dr. Tami
Amanda Jacoby is an associate professor in the Department of Political
Studies at the University of Manitoba, where she has worked since
1998. She teaches and researches in the areas of Middle East politics,
the Arab-Israeli Conflict, gender, grievance-based identity and
Diaspora. Her publications include, Redefining Security in the Middle
East, Women in Zones of Conflict: Power and Resistance in Israel,
Bridging the Barrier: Israeli Unilateral Disengagement and A Theory
of Victimhood.

Middle East Politics is a ten week course, starting Tuesday, January
19 to March 22 at 7:00 pm. It’s one of the many Adult Learning and
Special Interest programs The Rady JCC offers, from The People of
The Book Club and Harkada Israeli Dance nights, to languages and the
Rady Wellness Series. To register, please contact the Rady JCC at
(204) 477-7510 or on-line at www.radyjcc.com For more information
about the course Middle East Politics, contact Debbie Figowy at 204
477-5534 or dfigowy@radyjcc.com

Being Jewish and Pro-Israel In
College:  2010 vs. 2015

By ELIANA RUDEE/JNS.org
This week, I was able to talk to many Jewish

students from around the world (including a
friend from my alma mater who is visiting
Israel) about what it is like to be a Jewish student
on their university campuses. 

I graduated from college just about a year and
a half ago, and although much has stayed the
same, it’s getting more difficult for Jewish stu-
dents.  

When I entered college in 2010, my professors
were accommodating when I needed to miss class for the high holidays.
Yet there always seemed to be a bonding event on Yom Kippur, and I had
to miss tennis practices if I wanted to be on the Hillel board and attend
Shabbat services and dinner. These little things made me feel different
from the other students, but by far the greatest source of difficulty as a
Jewish student on campus was the way I related to Israel. 

I remember receiving a terribly inaccurate email, passed through my
school’s list serve, calling Israel an apartheid state that commits war
crimes. I remember getting an eviction notice put on my door, “mocking
the eviction notices sent to Palestinians by the IDF.” I remember some-
one coming up to me in the dining hall asking me how “you [Jews] could
do all of those terrible things to the Palestinians.”  I remember being
ostracized in a class and receiving a grade less than I deserved because
the paper had pro-Israel content. I remember sitting in a meeting hosted
by Students for Justice in Palestine, the group leader asking all the other
students to disregard my opinion and that of my friend because we were
from the pro-Israel group. I remember when I found swastikas drawn in
the bathroom stalls on multiple occasions.

It was difficult being on a campus that was dogmatically critical of
Israel, with an undercurrent of anti-Semitism. I have surmised that nearly
all Jews around the world face the same problems that I faced in college.
And on my campus, the Claremont Colleges, it is only getting worse.   

I sat with my friend, who is visiting Israel during her winter break, as
she lamented how our school has changed in the past couple of years for
the worse.  She described as unbearable the extreme political correctness,
and she has even lost friends over it. She says that some school meetings
are now segregated in order to give people of color “safe spaces.” For
Jewish students, hostilities are at an all-time high. People freely dispar-
age Jewish people on social media and there have been many bias-relat-
ed incidents against Jews on campus. When they are reported, they are
not taken as seriously as incidents related to race, ethnicity, gender, sex-
uality, etc. 

Around the world, the situation seems to be unfortunately similar. 
This week I visited the World Union of Jewish Students (WUJS) con-

gress, a gathering of around 70 Jewish students from around the world, at
Kibbutz Tzuba, just outside of Jerusalem. 

I volunteered with the Committee for Accuracy in Middle East
Reporting in America (CAMERA), a media-monitoring organization that
works with students around the world to promote pro-Israel events, lec-
tures, and media. CAMERA was the organization that helped me combat
anti-Israel sentiment on campus and develop my leadership skills as a
pro-Israel activist. 

As I handed out fliers, candy, pens, and bags to the students at the con-
ference, I schmoozed with them about their respective countries and cam-
puses. Each and every one of them, from Mexico, Australia, Chile, South
Africa, Italy, Russia, France, Israel, the U.K., to Germany, and more, cited
anti-Semitism, anti-Israel sentiment and ignorance on their campuses. 

One student from the U.K. told of being pretend-shot by anti-Israel pro-
testors holding fake AK-47s. A student from Australia described an anti-
Israel rally where someone persistently shouted, “Go back to Europe,
Jews!” In South Africa, the head of the BDS campaign sang: “Kill the
Jew” at an anti-Israel rally. In Australia, protestors waved bank notes
exclusively at Jewish students attending a school lecture.

It saddens me to hear and to report that anti-Semitism and anti-Israel
sentiment is thriving all around the world on university campuses. But
the good news is that conferences like WUJS ensure that Jewish students
come together to problem-solve and be a part of the solution.
Suggestions ranged from building personal relationships with other stu-
dent groups, to providing alternatives when there are anti-Israel events,
and applying for leadership roles in decision-making bodies. 

Being Jewish in college may have gotten much worse in the last sever-
al years.  But as long as Jewish students come out of these encounters
stronger than ever before, that is reason enough to be hopeful, indeed
something to celebrate.

Eliana Rudee is a fellow with the Haym Salomon Center and the author
of the “Aliyah Annotated” column for JNS.org. She is a graduate of
Scripps College, where she studied international relations and Jewish
studies. Her bylines have been featured in USA Today, Forbes, and The
Hill. Follow her column on JNS.org.
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