
Ed. note: 21-year-old
Winnipegger Jared Ackerman
is currently a student in the
one-year program at the
Hebrew University of
Jerusalem.

I met Jared, along with four
other Winnipeg students
when I was in Israel in
October. (You can read my
interview with the students at
http://www.jewishpostand-
news.ca/local/1328-win-
n i p e g - s t u d e n t s - a t - t h e -
h e b r e w - u n i v e r s i t y - o f -
je rusa lem- in te rv iewed. )
During the interview Jared mentioned that he is an absolute hockey
fanatic...He gets up in the middle of the night to watch all Winnipeg
Jets games on his computer.

Jared wrote to me recently about his new-found hockey playing
experiences in Israel - in a brand new rink in Holon that he hadn’t
even realized existed. Following is Jared’s account of his adventures.
By JARED ACKERMAN

I’ve been playing hockey since I was 5 years old and it has always
been a huge part of my life. I played competitively representing the
areas of River Heights and Tuxedo for my entire minor hockey career
and have played on a men’s league team for the past 3 years in
Winnipeg. The team has consisted of all my close friends that I have
grown up with and played hockey with my entire life. Last year our
team won our division and represented Winnipeg in Saskatoon at the
Central Canada Regional Championships. 

Having spent every winter of mine in Winnipeg, going to the out-
door rinks at community centres is a daily ritual. So basically, hockey
has been extremely special to me my entire life and I do everything I
can to play as often as possible. 

Not only playing hockey, but watching as well. I have been watch-
ing and following the NHL as long as I can remember. As a kid, los-
ing the Jets when I was 3 years old, I never got to grow up having an
NHL team represent my city. When the Jets were brought back in
2011, it changed my life. I am an absolute die hard Winnipeg Jets fan,
and follow the team inside and out. I am so dedicated to watching and

following the Jets that I bought an NHL Game Centre mem-
bership and have watched every single Jets game since the

puck was dropped in October, although living in Jerusalem. My
friends out here think I’m crazy staying up at late hours watching the
Jets, but for me it is something I’m passionate about and dedicated to. 

When I got accepted in the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, I
thought I would be giving up hockey for the year. For some, it may not
seem like that big of a deal, but for me it was losing a part of my life
that I love so much and spend so much of my time pursuing. I knew
about the Canada Centre in Metula and that people do play hockey
there, but I also understood that Metula is a 4 hour bus ride from
Jerusalem and probably wouldn’t be a place I would have the oppor-
tunity to travel to very often. Keeping that in mind, I also knew that it
would be virtually impossible to give up an entire year without getting
on the ice. 

I started looking on the internet for contacts to set me up in a situa-
tion where I would be able to play every so often. Whether that being
teaching camps to young Israeli’s or playing on an organized team, it
didn’t matter to me, I needed to find a way. 

One day my mom, Sharon Delbridge, solved my problem. She was
talking with one of the ladies she teaches fitness to, and her husband
happened to be running the recreational hockey league in Israel. His
name is Danny Spodek and he has set me up with everything I need
to be able to start playing hockey in Israel. It turned out that not known

By BERNIE BELLAN
The 17-year-old male teenager

who singed a fellow female stu-
dent’s hair with a lighter in
November, 2011 has been sen-
tenced to 18 months of super-
vised probation.

The incident, which occurred
at Oak Park High School in
Charleswood during which the
male student said “Let’s burn the
Jew”, attracted national attention
at the time and led to calls for it
to be investigated as a hate
crime.

However, the Crown decided
not to pursue the incident as a
hate crime. Instead the matter
was dealt with as an assault, to
which the boy had pleaded
guilty at an earlier date. In com-
menting on the attack, Crown
Attorney Colin Saul described
the male student as “a bully and
a jerk”.

In our own report on the inci-
dent (in the December 14, 2011
issue) we reported that the student “alleged-
ly has skinhead and neo-Nazi associa-
tions”.

We noted that the student had posted a
query on a site known as “Yahoo Answers”
in 2009: “Does anybody know any interest-
ing facts about Adolf Hitler?”

Apparently the attacker and his victim

knew each other
and had been
friends and,
according to
Crown Attorney
Saul, it wasn’t
the offender’s
intention to
burn the girl’s
hair.

Instead, he
made the com-
ment and
brought his
lighter close
enough to her
hair because he
wanted to taunt
her.

D e f e n c e
lawyer Sandra
Bracken told the
court on
T h u r s d a y ,
January 2 that
her client’s com-
ments were a

way of interacting at the school and that her
client was not the only one who spoke to
the victim in the manner that he did.

Subsequent to the incident the female vic-
tim entered into therapy. To compound the
damage caused to her, friends of the male

The teen-aged perpetrator of the
attack on the Jewish student
(The photo was taken from the
culprit’s Facebook page in 2011,
when it was accessible to the
public.)
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Many in Winnipeg and beyond may fondly
recall the name Rabbi Moshe Stern and know
of his dedication and love of teaching and
community.

It is an apt tribute to his memory that there is
now available at the University of Manitoba (U
of M), a Rabbi Dr. Moshe Stern Memorial
Scholarship. The bulk of the endowment has
been made by Stern’s family. Friends and col-

leagues also made contributions in Dr. Stern’s memory, with the Manitoba
Scholarship and Bursary Initiative also making a contribution. 

The scholarship is available to an
undergraduate or graduate student who
has completed at least 30 credit hours of
study in any U of M program; has
achieved a minimum degree GPA of
3.0; has demonstrated community
involvement; has completed at least one
course in Judaic Studies at the universi-
ty; is enrolled part-time or full-time in
any U of M or other accredited
Canadian or international school or fac-
ulty to pursue Judaic Studies (with provi-
sions that a student pursuing an acade-
mic program may register at an accred-
ited university; or, if a student chooses to
pursue a theological program, enrol-
ment must be at an accredited Orthodox
Jewish post-secondary institution).

Included in the application, candi-
dates must submit a 500-word maxi-

mum statement describing their community involvement.
Application forms will be available at the Financial Aid and Awards

Office in early spring.
Final selection will be decided by the selection committee, but the

award cannot be divided between two or more students.
Moshe (Martin) Stern was born in Brooklyn, N.Y. and grew up in

Brooklyn’s Sheepshead Bay area. He attended Stuyvesant High School, a
specialty NY high school for science, and then Brooklyn College (during
which he also attended yeshiva and received ordination from Rabbi
Gershuni).

“Moshe’s goal was always to teach at the university level, but he want-
ed to teach Judaic Studies,” said his widow, Sydell Stern. 

“His college advisor felt there was no future in Judaics and convinced
Moshe to attend a summer program at Harvard to learn Arabic and Islam.
Moshe loved the experience and switched his graduate work to the area
of Islam.”

Rabbi Stern attended UCLA on a National Defence Fellowship begin-
ning in 1966, where he received his PhD in Islamic Studies.

In 1970, Stern was hired on for a year at the U of M. He and his family
moved to Winnipeg in September 1970. The one-year job became a 33-
year teaching opportunity for Stern at the U of M. 

Rabbi Stern taught everything from Hebrew, Yiddish, and Arabic lan-
guage, to courses on modern Middle East, Islamic studies, and Judaic
courses, with students as varied as the courses he taught. 

“Moshe had students from the Jewish community along with military
people who were being sent over to Arab countries and many young
women who were converting to Islam,” said Sydell. “He also had several
Arab students who probably had some concerns with a professor who
wore a kipa teaching Islam.”

In the early 1980s, Stern was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis (MS),
with his and Sydell’s children (Yitzi and Mikhal) aged three and five at the
time. 

“Despite the progressive illness, Moshe continued working and being
there for his students,” said Sydell. “The university accommodated the ill-
ness by giving him accessible lecture halls and whatever he needed to

continue his teaching.” 
Stern’s classes some-

times had over 100 stu-
dents and he also pro-
vided individual tutori-
als. “If there was a stu-
dent who wanted to
learn something, Moshe
found a way to accom-
modate him/her,” said
Sydell. “He also taught
adults in continuing
education and syna-
gogue courses, and was
one of the founding rab-
bis of Chavura T’fila
shul. 

“Moshe loved teach-
ing. He dedicated him-
self to his students. He
insisted they use their
mind and not just regur-
gitate what he said. He
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Community news

The People of the Book 
Rady JCC and Jewish Post and News Book Club 

welcomes author Martin Fletcher 
LIVE via Skype!

Esteemed broadcaster and author Martin Fletcher impressed
Winnipeggers with his captivating presentation on his latest book
Jacob’s Oath when he visited the Rady JCC’s Tarbut: Festival of
Jewish Culture this past November. We are delighted that Martin
Fletcher will be joining us Live via Skype on Tuesday, January 28.

Martin Fletcher’s new novel begins as World War II winds to a
close, Europe’s roads are clogged with twenty million exhausted
refugees walking home. Among them are Jacob and Sarah, lonely
Holocaust survivors who meet in Heidelberg. But Jacob is con-
sumed with hatred and cannot rest until he has killed his brother’s
murderer; a concentration camp guard nicknamed the Rat, also
from Heidelberg.

Jacob and Sarah, the only Jews in Heidelberg, fall in love. As
Jacob waits for the Rat to come home, he is beset by doubt. If he
fulfills his oath and kills him, he will undoubtedly be caught, and
Jacob’s and Sarah’s new life will die too. Timeless dilemmas tor-
ture the young lovers and threaten to tear them apart.

At the same time a secret hit team from the British army’s Jewish
Brigade is assassinating former SS officers hiding out in Germany.
What is more important, love or hate? The past or the future?
Revenge or mercy? Ultimately it must be decided - who should be
killed and who should live? Jacob’s Oath is both a painful love
story and a riveting page-turner with a very tricky ending indeed.

Please be sure to join this People of the Book program on
Tuesday, January 28 at 7:30 p.m. when Martin Fletcher will dis-
cuss Jacob Oath’s his heart-warming and heart-wrenching thriller
about the cost of revenge in post WWII Germany Live via Skype.

The program will take place in the Adult Lounge at the Rady
JCC. Everyone is welcome to attend. Refreshments will be provid-
ed. Registration is welcome but not required. For more informa-
tion please contact Rebecca Brask at 204-477-7533 or
rbrask@radyjcc.com

Make sure to hold he date for the next People of the Book pro-
gram will take place on Tuesday, March 25 featuring The Golem
and the Jinni by Helene Wecker. 

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

RABBI MOSHE STERN
photo courtesy of Sydell Stern

Continued on page 8.
See “New scholar-
ship”.

Fitting new scholarship named after the late Rabbi Dr. Moshe Stern 
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Community news

New group formed to talk about death
We recently received this rather strange-sounding e-mail from Rena

Boroditsky, executive director of the Chesed Shel Emes:

Death Cafe debuts in Winnipeg 
At a Death Cafe, people get together to drink tea, eat cake, and talk

about death. Death Cafe is an international movement started in
Europe, and is dedicated to bringing discussion of death out of the
closet.

Please join the conversation:
Monday, January 13th at 7:30 PM
Congregation Shaarey Zedek
Reserve your spot at the table: 204.582.5088 deathcafewin-

nipeg@gmail.com
Silver collection at the door
Death Cafe Winnipeg is a project of Chesed

Shel Emes.
To learn more about the Death Cafe move-

ment, visit www.deathcafe.com
This event sponsored by the Chesed Shel

Emes with support from Congregation Shaarey
Zedek 

I was intrigued by Rena’s e-mail and I went
to the website that her e-mail mentioned for
more information. Here is what it had to say
about what “Death Cafe” is:

At a Death Cafe people, often strangers,
gather to eat cake, drink tea and discuss death.

The objective of Death Cafe is ‘to increase awareness of death with
a view to helping people make the most of their (finite) lives’.

The Death Cafe model was developed by Jon Underwood and Sue
Barsky Reid, based on the ideas of Bernard Crettaz.

Our Death Cafes are discussions about death that are always offered:
- On a not for profit basis

- In an accessible, respectful and confidential space
- With no intention of leading people to any conclusion, product or

course of action
- Alongside refreshing drinks and nourishing food, and cake!

Death Cafe is now an established ‘social franchise’ that has spread
quickly across the globe. To date we have offered around 449 Death
Cafes to over 3,000 participants in Europe, North America and
Australasia. Death Cafe has no staff and is run on a purely voluntary
basis by Jon Underwood in Hackney, East London.

We remain energised by the amazing quality of the dialogue at our
events, the people we connect with and the interest we have received.

People often ask why we doing this. Everyone has their own reasons
for getting involved in Death Cafe. 

In an article found on The Independent
newspaper website, one Death Cafe facilita-
tor explained some of the ground rules for
Death Cafe: “This is a place for people to
talk about death,” she says. “I want to make
it clear that it is not about grief, even though
I’m a grief specialist. It’s also not a debate
platform. We don’t want you to air all your
views and pick each other apart.”

The article goes on to say that “One of our
most interesting discussions concerned the
sanitisation of death and dying in Western
society”. 

I asked Rena Boroditsky whether she had
a committee working with her to get Death Cafe started in Winnipeg.
She mentioned six different people who have become involved.

Sounds interesting, but one of the considerations that is important to
bear in mind about Deaf Cafes, apparently, is keeping the size of the
group small, so it is absolutely important to let Rena know whether
you are interested in attending beforehand.

“This is a place for people to
talk about death. I want to
make it clear that it is not

about grief, even though I’m a
grief specialist. It’s also not a

debate platform. We don’t want
you to air all your views and

pick each other apart.”



This past week I took a stab at a different
medium than print when I hosted “The Jewish
Radio Hour” for the first half hour.

Now, to be honest, I can’t say that I had lis-
tened to that particular show much in the past.
Look – if almost any young person you ask
were to tell you that they never read newspa-
pers because that’s so “yesterday”, then you
can sort of sense my reaction were you to ask

me: “Did you listen to The Jewish Radio Hour this week?” 
I’d probably say: “I haven’t listened to that show since I used to hear

Noah Witman on the radio Sundays at my grandparents’ house.”
That’s not to deny the tremendous effort that Sid Halpern and

Rochelle Zucker, in particular, have invested in reviving a radio pro-
gram that offers at least half of its content in Yiddish. As a matter of fact
for quite a while we carried regular advertisements in this paper for the
show informing readers of what was upcoming in that week’s show. We
often carried those ads for free since we regarded them as a worthwhile
public service for many of our readers. 

Lately, however, Sid Halpern has made use of e-mails to inform lis-
teners of upcoming shows instead of posting notices in this paper. In
some ways I find that somewhat ironic: Making use of a modern medi-
um like the Internet to contact listeners to a show whose origins go
back to the 1950s. Frankly, I wonder how many of the show’s listeners
actually make use of the Internet. 

Still, I had been in discussion with Sid for some time about ways to
enhance the show. I suggested to him a while back that I’d be prepared
to take a stab at hosting the show myself. Sid took me up on the offer,
but what I also told him was that I wanted to try something different:
Not only did I want to conduct a fast-paced interview with an interest-
ing guest, I wanted to record it on video and post it to The Jewish Post
& News website (jewishpostandnews.ca).

I admit that my inspiration for wanting to record a show that is essen-
tially geared to a radio audience is CBC Radio’s show “Q”, with host
Jian Ghomeshi. I don’t ever watch the video version of the show itself,
but occasionally one of Ghomeshi’s segments does go viral, such as his
infamous interview with Billy Bob Thornton. (Now, if you don’t have a
clue what I’m talking about, do a search for the Billy Bob Thornton
Youtube video in which Thornton goes absolutely nuts on poor
Ghomeshi. It’s still one of the most incredible interviews you’re likely
ever to hear.)

So it was that I proceeded to interview someone who is as familiar
with multi media as anyone in our community: Karla Berbrayer.

Karla is well-known for so many different reasons that she’s become
one of those absolutely indispensable individuals over the years who
contribute so much to the enrichment of Jewish life here in Winnipeg.
She’s been the artistic director of Music ‘n Mavens for 15 full seasons –
going back to the very year that the Rady JCC first opened its doors;

she’s served as MC at
Shalom Square for six
years now; finally,
Karla is also serving as
the president of the
M a n i t o b a -
Saskatchewan region
of the Jewish National
Fund.

During the course
of my conversation
with Karla, she point-
ed out to me that the
name “Music ‘n
Mavens” was the
brainchild of Evita
Smordin. Unfortun-
ately Karla neglected
to mention that during
the actual interview,
but she did want me
to point it out when I
added in some voice-
over to the interview.
I’m also pointing it out
here, so Karla – your
omission has now
been fully corrected.

Ordinarily, I’d have
the interview with
Karla reprinted in the
pages of this newspa-
per, but as I noted at
the outset of this col-
umn, I thought I’d try

something different.
Instead of reproducing the
interview in print format
I’ve posted it to our web-
site. We have a section
called “Video Library” that
contains an extensive
number of videos which
we’ve uploaded to our
website over the past few
years. The interview that I
did with Karla is now in
that video library.

Are all these new uses of
different media going to
attract new audiences to
what is essentially a pro-
gram aimed at an older
audience? Perhaps not –
but as I’ve said to Sid
Halpern, maybe we can
take The Jewish Radio
Hour in an entirely different direction the same way that we’ve tried to
take this newspaper – a little edgier (okay, maybe a lot edgier), and by
focusing on subjects that might not ordinarily be covered by a program
such as The Jewish Radio Hour. Also, by using video perhaps we can
reach out to much younger audiences – and eventually encourage
members of that audience to take over the show. 

Still – I’m throwing the idea out there. Frankly, it was so much fun
doing that show with Karla Berbrayer – and so relatively easy to do, that
I look forward to doing it again. On January 19, for instance I’ll be inter-
viewing another hugely talented  member of our community, Belle
Jarniewski, who has most recently undertaken the task of organizing a
concert commemorating the 70th anniversary of a very famous concert
at the Terezin (or Theresienstadt) death camp on January 26 at
Westminster United Church.

Speaking of horrendous anti-Semitism, the story about the incident at
Oak Park High School in Charleswood (on page 1 of this issue) brings
to mind several disturbing thoughts. Now, as someone who doesn’t like
to over react to every perceived anti-Semitic incident as a sign of any
larger trend of anti-Semitism, I still find certain aspects of the story
about the attack on the Jewish student disturbing for reasons that might
differ from what others think.

Here we have a school in an area that doesn’t have many Jews, yet
following the incident in which a 15-year-old boy singed a Jewish girl’s
hair with a lighter and said “Let’s burn the Jew”, apparently many of the
students in the school blamed the victim of the attack rather than the
perpetrator. 

I don’t necessarily want to draw an analogy between that specific
incident and the recent boycott initiatives taken by such organizations
as the United Church of Canada and the American Studies Association
– after all, there are Jewish groups that also call for boycotts of products
from Israeli companies that are located on the West Bank, but the idea
that it’s Israel alone that’s being targeted for criticism is a source of great
frustration for individuals such as me who do agree that Israeli settle-
ments are an impediment to peace.  But, why target Israel alone?

What I do find especially disturbing is the abysmal level of ignorance
that so many of these would-by-boycotters display when it comes to
understanding the issues surrounding the Israel-Palestine divide. There
is simply the same sort of knee-jerk response that sees Israelis as the
bad guys and Palestinians as the victims that apparently also occurred
with that incident in Oak Park High. Instead of sympathizing with the
girl who was attacked, the sympathy seems to have gone in large part
to her attacker. (And yes, I’m well aware that there’s more to this story
– including the nature of the relationship between the attacker and the
victim.) 

But the willingness that even sophisticated individuals, such as acad-
emics and church members, tend to have to close their minds when it
comes to criticizing Israel, leads me to think that anti-Semitism lies
within the thinking of many people who would probably vehemently
deny that is the case. Cloaking their criticism in liberal homilies about
human rights simply doesn’t mitigate the total unfairness of their insist-
ing on attacking only one side to a dispute. How really different are
those supposed sophisticated grown-ups in the United Church and ASA
from the relatively immature students at Oak Park in their both refusing
to see things even-handedly?

In our next issue I will be featuring an interview with Nitsana
Dershan-Leitner, who is the head of an organization about which I’ve
been writing extensively: Shurat HaDin (Israel Law Centre). Nitsana
and the lawyers working with her have been waging legal battles agains
the funders of terrorism and more lately, the ASA, for its very unfair boy-
coot of Israeli academics and academic institutions.
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Israelophobia the new anti-Semitism
By MYRON LOVE

There is a new term that should be in common
usage before long and that term is “Israelophobia”. I
was introduced to the concept recently by a writer
named Fiamma Nirenstein in her essay on the sub-
ject for the Gatestone Institute, a think tank whose
board members include Muslims, Jews and
Christians.

The Muslims of course invented the word
“Islamophobia” in essence to silence anyone who dares criticize
Islam. In theory, the term is supposed to describe discrimination
against Muslims in the West. In fact, there is very little overt discrimi-
nation against or hatred of Muslims in most Western countries and
those who suffer most from Islamist violence are Christians and
Muslims living anywhere in the Muslim World - but especially in
Syria, Iraq, Pakistan and Afghanistan.

The Government of Quebec is trying to popularize the term
“Francophobia” to stir up pro-separatist sentiment. The literal meaning
“fear of French” doesn’t apply in Canada nor are French Canadians
discriminated against.

But Israelophobia is a different matter. You see, while traditional anti-
Semitism is alive and well and widespread in the West, anti-Semitism
is still frowned upon in respectable circles. But to criticize Israel – well
that is quite acceptable.

The thing is that while many may argue that criticism of Israeli gov-
ernment actions is acceptable, much of that criticism is so outlandish
that it would itself normally fall under the category of anti-Semitism.

Let’s consider some examples. Readers may be aware that a group
called the American Studies Association recently voted to boycott
Israeli universities. First of all, the ASA has never considered boy-
cotting any other country’s universities – no matter how vile that coun-
try’s government may be. Anti-Semitism – or Israelophobia - to single
out the world’s only majority Jewish state? Of course. 

And the reason for this boycott proposal? That Israel is preventing
Palestinians from getting a university education. That is an outright lie.
Thousands of Israeli Arabs attend Israeli universities and all of the uni-
versities in the Palestinian Authority area were originally built by Israel
after 1967. Israel does not interfere with the operation of those uni-
versities. Anti-Semitism/Israelophobia? Of course.

A couple of years back, I believe it was a Swedish newspaper that
published Palestinian claims that Israelis were stealing body parts from
Palestinians. Sure sounds like anti-Semitism/Israelophobia to me.

American academics claim that Israel controls American foreign
policy. Sure sounds like that old “Jews control the world’ canard.

Israel is regularly accused of ethnic cleansing and genocide against
the Palestinians and compared to Nazi Germany and Apartheid South
Africa. Fair comment? I think not. That is Israelophobia.

Nirenstein notes that the term Israelophobia seems to stem from a
prejudice and irrational hatred of Israel. She says that the word was
used for the first time by Richard Prasquier, President of CRIF (the
umbrella organization of the Jewish communities in France).

“Israelophobia,” Nirenstein writes, “is steeped in centuries of anti-
Semitic stereotypes, but it has now taken on an intense life of its own,
often rich in contemporary fabrications (see above) and, through these
falsehoods, gushes forth a hatred for Jews. Israelophobia is a block of

hatred crystallized around a piece of land, around an
idea. Anti-Zionism today, from Malmö to Qom, arises
and multiplies entirely from prejudice against Israel:
many of its most vicious critics have never even set
foot in the state.

“These attacks on Israel are all too often made up of
devastating classical anti-Semitic projections, lies and
distortions to delegitimize Israel – the blood libel that
Jews kill non-Jewish children to use their blood to

bake matzah; bottomless greed; indifference, and savage cruelty
toward anyone who is not Jewish. Even legitimate geopolitical deci-
sions – such as the right to self-defense, or not being expected to hold
territory in perpetuity until such time as one’s sworn enemies might
perhaps decide not to threaten annihilation, with no cost for the delay;
or ignoring other countries accused of “occupation,” such as Turkey in
Cyprus, Pakistan in Kashmir or China in Tibet, while singling out only
Israel for opprobrium. These accusations are often translated not just
into judgments against Israel, but then go viral against any Jew.

“Such falsehoods have not only had some success; they have
become mainstream. There is no protest against them from political
parties, with few exceptions, or most cultural groups. Moreover, coun-
tering these lies or honoring historical truths count for nothing: facts
just disappear. Thus, while political correctness does not allow for out-
right anti-Semitism, anti-Israelism is not only on the rise; it is fashion-
able and snobbish.” 

Nirenstein quotes Daniel Schwammenthal, writing in the Wall Street
Journal, as commenting that “before there was anti-Semitism without
Jews; now there is anti-Semitism without anti-Semites. No one – not
even most of the Jewish leadership – will publicly ascribe anti-
Semitism to anyone except possibly the occasional neo-Nazi group.
While vows are always made to fight anti-Semitism, its existence is not
even admitted where it is found in its most frequent and obvious
forms: among university and media “intellectuals;” in certain NGOs;
in international institutions such as the United Nations and its off-
shoots; within the European Union; in “liberal” associations ostensi-
bly promoting human rights – and both as a way of life, as well as to
reinforce identity, in the Islamic world.”

Any obvious lie can be told about Israel; it will always find a huge
echo of consent,” Nirenstein notes.

“Israelophobia has nothing to do with legitimate criticism of the
State of Israel: it is not based on any observation of reality. It is an
obsession, the clearest expressions of which are the UN’s “Zionism is
Racism” resolution of 1975; the fury with which nine motions were
recently passed against Israel at the UN General Assembly, which
were commented on even by a translator accidentally speaking into
an open microphone; and when the UN General Assembly pushed
through a total of 23 similar resolutions, in all of which legitimate
defense becomes the cruelty of a “racist” and murderous country.

“There needs to be a strategy which considers the consequences of
Israelophobia. It would encompass the history of Israel, its values, its
actions, its right to defend itself – and the verbal and physical abuse
to which it is constantly subjected. It is also necessary to continue
fighting anti-Semitism. Any other option will allow terrorism – against
both Jews and non-Jews – to grow.”
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ex-Winnipegger Vivian Silver writes
Hi Bernie,
I sincerely apologize for not responding sooner. I have been up to

my neck trying to tie up all the loose ends before handing over my
job to Ariel Dloomy. I will continue as a volunteer for the organiza-
tion on a part-time basis, so will retain my e-mail address.

I wanted to tell you how much I (and others on my staff) enjoyed
the article you wrote (about my visit to Bedouin communities in
which Vivian was heavily involved in creating opportunities for
women to improve their lot in life, as well as a visit to a Bedouin
school that Vivian also arranged). It was really a creative way of pre-
senting the subject as opposed to what is usually done when isolat-
ing the Bedouin into a stand-alone population. You got the facts
right (in itself a feat as the subject is complex, and we threw out so
much information).

I hope to stay in touch.
Best to you for the new year, and kol hakavod for the work you are

doing providing Winnipeg Jews with more than the usual propa-
ganda!
Vivian Silver
Co-Executive Director
AJEEC-NISPED
Beit Solog, Yehudah Hanahtom 5, Beer Sheva

attacker blamed the victim for the
ensuing controversy.

While the girl did return to Oak
Park, the attacker, who had just

entered the school that September for the first time, left the school
following the incident.

Since then the male offender was ordered to undergo a psycho-
logical evaluation. Apparently he suffers from a “stress-induced psy-
chosis” and had been prescribed medication for a potential atten-
tion-deficit disorder.

In ordering the offender to receive counselling, attend school reg-
ularly, perform 75 hours of community service, and avoid contact
with the victim except to write a letter of apology, Judge Robin
Finlayson said that the comment “Let’s burn the Jew” was totally vul-
gar and inappropriate, but he was satisfied it was not racially moti-
vated.

The judge went on to note that the school culture at Oak Park was
“unhealthy and dark”.

In our own report on the incident we noted that the attacker’s
Facebook page (which was public at the time) listed 778 “friends”.
We attempted to contact many of those “friends”, but only one
responded - with a stream of anti-Semitic comments directed at me.

To be honest, this incident is unusual only in the sense that what
happened got out of hand. Had the boy’s lighter not singed the girl’s
hair, it is unlikely we would have heard anything of this incident.

Comment

Incident
Continued from page 1.



I am sure that most readers are familiar with
Debbie Maslowsky. Over the past many years,
the talented actor/singer/ dancer has worked
with most if not all Winnipeg theatre troupes
as well as performing – at times with her
equally talented brothers Jerry and Kenny (who
is based in Las Vegas) – at many Jewish com-
munity functions.

Still, rare is the actor who can live just by
stage and film work – and Maslowsky is no

exception. While some actors famously work second jobs waiting
tables or driving cabs, Maslowsky’s second career path is as an event
planner.

“I have been lucky that I have been able to succeed both as an actor
and an event planner,” she says. “The bonus is that when I am man-
aging events that require an entertainment component, I know who to
call.”

Maslowsky’s double career as actor and planning goes all the way
back to her university days. (She studied theatre at the University of
Winnipeg naturally.)

Her first job in the realm of event planning, she recalls, was with the
Association for Manitoba Arts Festivals. “For some years, I organized
all the music, dance and speaking festivals for rural Manitoba,” she
says. “It was a good training.”

Maslowsky next moved on to Dance Manitoba as the co-ordinator
of the annual Manitoba Dance Festival. “I was there for a while and
worked with numerous dance teachers,” she says.

Her next stop was the Manitoba Folk Arts Council. For 12 years, she
produced shows featuring Folklorama performers for conferences and
events.

She left the Folk Arts Council ten years ago after giving birth to her
daughter, Sarah. (Maslowsky is married to Arthur Cohen who is
administrative co-ordinator of support services for the Winnipeg
Public Library System).

“After giving birth to Sarah, I didn’t want to go back to work for
someone else,” Maslowsky says. “I started to pick up contracts on my

own.”
Over the past ten

years, Maslowsky
(who notes that she
doesn’t do private
functions such as
weddings or bar/bat
mitzvahs) has co-
ordinated the
Unison Canadian
Choral Festival, the
St. Andrews Society
Dinner celebrating
the bicentenary of
the arrival of the
Lord Selkirk settlers,
the Teddy Bears
Picnic for the
Children’s Hospital
Foundation and the
Children’s Hospital’s
100th anniversary
(featuring an appear-
ance by Prince
Edward and his wife,
Sophie) and
C a n c e r C a r e
M a n i t o b a
F o u n d a t i o n ’ s
Challenge for Life
program (she was in
charge of the logis-
tics for the latter).. 

She notes that her
work on behalf of
the CancerCare
M a n i t o b a
Foundation has spe-
cial meaning for her
because she lost her
older sister, Barbara,
to cancer.

This past summer,
Maslowsky helped
bring the World

Conference of GLBT Jews to
Winnipeg. “It was a wonderful
experience,” she says of the conference. “One of the highlights was
the havdallah service where the leader – from New York – had every-
one stand up in a circle and hold hands so that everyone participated.
It was nice to see a respected leader in our Jewish community hold-
ing hands with a young fellow transgendering. It was a real Kodak
moment.”

She notes that event planning is becoming ever more competitive.
“Today, you can get a certificate in meeting planning,” she points out.
“When I started, there were no formal educational programs for event
planners. I learned by doing.”

And there is a lot to learn. You need to know marketing - what areas
to highlight in the promotional materials, for example, to attract dele-
gates and exhibitors. You need to learn budgeting. Then there is the
use of social media and new technology.

“You need to know a little about a lot of areas,” Maslowsky says.
Some events she plans on her own, she notes. For other events, she

works as part of a team of independent contractors.
One of the aspects of event planning that Maslowsky appreciates is

the flexibility it gives her to pursue her second career on stage and
allows her the time she needs for her family.

As for her stage work, thus far, she has been cast for a role in an
upcoming Rainbow Stage production. Otherwise, her calendar is still
free. In the theatre world, you never know what may be in the offing.

* * *
Budding Winnipeg-Born Opera Star One of Nine

Finalists in National Competition
Former Winnipegger Lara Secord Haid is waiting eagerly to hear

where she finished in the Canadian Opera Company’s Ensemble
Studio Competition in Toronto in mid-November. The coloratura
soprano was one of nine finalists in a field of up to 200 applicants. 

The top three singers in the competition will be enrolled in the opera
company’s Ensemble Studio Program (Canada’s premier training pro-
gram for young opera professionals), Secord Haid notes. “The winners
will be enrolled in the studio program for up to three years,” she says.
“It would give me the opportunity to make connections, participate in
performances and help build my career.”

For the competition, which was staged at the Four Seasons Centre for
the Performing Arts in Toronto, Secord Haid sang “Durch Zartlichkeit”
by Mozart and Verdi’s “Saper Vorreste”.

The daughter of Elba Secord Haid and the late Marshall Haid (and
Gray Academy graduate) graduated from the Julliard School of Music
in New York last spring with an MA in Voice.

“I have been living in New York for three years now,” she says. “I
love Manhattan.”

She continues to study privately with teachers and coaches while
making herself available for professional performances. Coming up for
her are a couple of understudy roles and a guest performance singing
Verdi’s “Requiem” in New York and a month-long booking in
Newfoundland in June singing the role of Tatiana in Britten’s “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream”.

She expects to hear early in the new year from the Canadian Opera
Company about the results of the competition.
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Myron Love

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Longtime Winnipeg stage star also star event planner

LARA SECORD HAID: one of
nine finalists in a field of up to
200 in Canadian Opera
Company’s Ensemble Studio
Competition.

DEBBIE MASLOWSKy: “I have
been lucky that I have been able
to succeed both as an actor and
an event planner.”
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By MARTIN ZEILIG
Even an hour after experiencing the thrill

of flying like an eagle over the
Fitzsimmons Valley between Whistler and
Blackcomb Mountains, I was still nearly
breathless with excitement.

I had experienced the adrenaline rush,
an eco-exhilaration, of the Ziptrek Eagle
Tour, run by Ziptrek Ecotours— which is
Whistler’s most popular year-round activi-
ty. Whistler, which has a permanent resi-
dent population of 10,000 people, is
located about 100 kilometres northeast of
Vancouver via Highway 99, better known
as the Sea to Sky Highway— one of the
most scenic drives in Canada (on a clear
day). Note that in winter, driving conditions

can be challenging, so best have an experi-

enced driver at the wheel.

The tour took place on a misty, overcast
day, with large wet snowflakes pelting
down, on December 26, 2013.  

Ziptrek has custom designed and manu-
factured full-body harnesses.  They’re sim-
ilar to a rock climbing harness. 

Our harnesses were a five-point design
that go around your waist, your legs, over
your shoulders and have a chest strap.
They’re really comfortable for walking
around, are lightweight provided us with
the security and freedom to move around
when on the ziplines.

The tour began 15 minutes prior to the
start at the sales desk located inside the
Carleton Lodge at the base of Whistler
Mountain across from the Whistler
Gondola building. 

After the tour one of the other people in
the group of which I was also a member
said: “It was great. The tour guides,
Duncan and Sam (Samantha) were patient
with us and very helpful, knowledgeable and good humoured.”

Ziptrek Ecotours is the brainchild of long time friends and former
Winnipeg residents, Charles Steele, 45, a graduate of the Ivey Business
School, Western University (London, Ont.), President of the company,
and David Udow, 44, a graduate of the University of Manitoba. 

Both of them attended Ramah Hebrew School many years ago.
Their other partner is Frank Palmer, a Vancouver advertising execu-

tive, who is a board member of the world’s largest advertising compa-
ny, DDH.  

“David and I wanted to start a business together, and he’d taken a
zipline tour in Costa Rica about 15-20 years ago,” said Steele during
a telephone interview from his home in Whistler.

“We thought it would be a very interesting thing to do, and it
became the first zipline tour in North America. We started working on
it in 2001. It opened in July 2002.” 

He emphasized that his love of the outdoors  stemmed, in very large
measure, from his years as a camper, which included long canoe trips
as an “advanced camper,” at B’nai B’rith Summer Camp on Towne
Island in Lake of the Woods. 

Then, one day, Steele who, with his wife, Kaori, has a son, 13, and
a daughter, 11, read an article in a Vancouver newspaper that over a
million truck loads of logs were being harvested yearly in B.C.

“So, being someone interested in sustainability and the environ-
ment, I wanted to become involved in a business that would teach
people about those issues,” he said, noting that his father, Winnipeg
structural engineer Bob Steele, helped with the design of the Ziptrek,
while his uncle, the lawyer and former leader of the Manitoba
Progressive Conservative Party, the late Sidney Spivak, gave them a lot
of business advice.

“When we first opened, we used thinner cables (attached to the
trees), but as the years went on we switched to a thicker cable because
it’s a smoother ride. It’s made out of galvanized steel, and has a carry-
ing capacity of 80,000 pounds per cable.”

Steele also stressed that Ziptrek, which won the Best Employer in
Tourism from Tourism B.C. in 2011, has a patented braking system.  

“We can safely stop riders up to 275 lbs no matter what the wind
conditions,” said Steele, noting that they have opened up a similar

operation in the alpine and lake resort commu-
nity of Queenstown, New Zealand in 2009—
and were awarded the Best Adventure Tourism
Company in New Zealand this past December at
the World Outdoors Summit held in N.Z.  

“With all of our lines and all of our experience,
we have hundreds of thousands of successful
brakes behind us.” 

He also acknowledges the help provided by
his friend and another former Winnipegger, sci-
entist Dr. Reese Halter, a broadcaster, biologist,
educator and co-author of Life, The Wonder of It
All, among other books, including the very well
received, The Incomparable Honeybee and the
economics of pollination (RMB 2011).

“The boys asked me to help out by initially
inspecting the forest and examining the ecology
of the exquisite mountain hemlock ecosystem,”
said Halter in an email correspondence with
this journalist.

“Being an eco-stress tree physiologist special-
izing in high elevation forests, I jumped at the
opportunity with both arms wide open.”

He pointed out, quite correctly, that the first
thing that will strike you immediately about
Ziptreks amazing course is the redolent, crisp
clean air. 

“The pungent amabalis fir’s needles waft
through the old growth forest filling the air with
a divine scent. Couple that with the rushing
creek you cross a number of times as you zip
through the forest — it’s a sublime super natur-
al experience,” he said, mentioning that his
foundation, Global Forest Science, helped cre-
ate the informative ecological signs that are
throughout Ziptrek’s course. 

“Charles and
David selected a
choice part of the
forest filled with
steep slopes that
allow the eco-tourist
a rare opportunity to
zig-zag along the
forest treetops. I
can’t think of a bet-
ter way to discover
these magnificent
rich forests filled
with wildlife, indige-
nous plants and
mushrooms that sur-
round Whistler than
from the treetops.”

C o m m e n t e d
Charles Steele: “Our
goal is to build envi-
romental awareness
through education
with minimal impact
to the enviroment,
and to support like
minded organiza-
tions both locally
and globally.” 

Ziptrek, which
operates year round,
will reinvigorate
your spirit and leave
you wanting more, a
lot more.

For further infor-
mation on Ziptrek
Ecotours, tel: 604-
935-0001; web:
www.ziptrek.com 
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& LOUNGE
789 Portage Ave.

772-2539

662 Leila Ave.
338-4659

Serving Winnipeg
The Finest in

Authentic Italian Food
Since 1978

We can cater your
Home or Office Parties

(Private Rooms for 25-100 people
available at Portage location -

ask us about our P.A. system that can
connect different rooms)

Book Now
For Your

Family Get -Togethers
or Office Functions

Two ex-Winnipeggers create “Ziptrek” in Whistler

Ziptrek founders 
DAVID UDOW (left) and CHARLES STEELE
“Both of them attended Ramah Hebrew
School many years ago”.

“Even an hour after experiencing the thrill
of flying like an eagle over the Fitzsimmons
Valley between Whistler and Blackcomb
Mountains, I was still nearly breathless with
excitement.”



Life takes twists and turns, but
surely no one could have expect-
ed the kind of path that has
brought the Smith family to what
might be described as comple-
tion of the full circle. The father
started out here in Winnipeg and
now the son has come back and

they both have a medicine background that was and is the
link. As an added feature, this now brings into the fold yet
another doctor to the Smith/Teskey families.

It all started in 1974 when Arnold Smith, son of the late
Henry and Ann Smith, and a native of Winnipeg, finished
his medical training at the University of Manitoba. Arnold,
the husband of the former Francie Bay, as she was once
known at birth, took his residency in Toronto and then con-
tinued his medical training and career in Toronto where he
and his wife and two sons have resided for over 35 years.
The family did make trips back to Winnipeg as the children
grew up, and from these visits an attachment to the city was
formed by the sons of Arnold and Francie. Stephen Bay
Smith, one of those sons, has now followed his father into the medical
field. He is presently doing family residency at the University of Manitoba
and will be there for the next two years. Stephen has not followed his
father’s exact steps, but the trail seems so familiar. Stephen took his med-
ical education in Dublin, Ireland after doing an undergraduate degree at
the University of Western Ontario and then a Master of Science in
Pharmacology at King’s College in London, England. 

The interesting aspect of Stephen’s return to the Manitoba fold is that he
is not an unwilling passenger. In fact, he is thrilled to be here. As he puts
it, the city and the programme seemed like a good fit. Because the med-
ical establishment requires “return of service” contracts obliging doctors
who trained outside of Canada to stay within the jurisdiction that accepts
them to the respective programme, Stephen saw himself potentially prac-
tising medicine in a place he did not want to be for a fixed period of time
after his residency term ended. But, this requirement was not a problem for

Stephen since “Winnipeg has always felt like a sec-
ond home for me,” he notes. Stephen also has had
the opportunity to work a three week elective in the
Intensive Care Unit at the Health Science Centre as a
medical student and that experience working among
colleagues who were very supportive was both
enriching and valuable. 

Now, to make this time in Winnipeg all the more sat-
isfying is the fact that Stephen came with his girlfriend,
Lesley Garscadden. When she came to Winnipeg in the
summer of 2013 for the first time, she was quick to
appreciate its pluses  as opposed to the stereotypical
notion  most Torontonians have of Winnipeg: Cold win-
ters and lots of mosquitoes. To top it off, she was able to
obtain employment speedily and now works for the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg. With that job, she has
become instantly connected to the community. 

If the return of the Smith name to the medical world
in Manitoba is not startling enough, the fact is that
Stephen’s first cousins - both Smith descendants,
Jennifer Teskey and her sister Lindsay Teskey, are also

doctors. Jennifer works in the emergency department at the Children’s
Hospital in Winnipeg and Lindsay is on the staff of both the Credit Valley
Hospital in Mississauga and the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto in the
field of nephrology. So, you might say that the Smiths have made their con-
tribution to curing people beyond the famous Smith Brothers Cough
Drops.

The remarkable part of Stephen Smith’s journey back to the roots of the
Smith family is that he loves it in Winnipeg and he unabashedly tells any-
one that he is fortunate to be here. He states that he and Lesley have been
warmly received and get invitations to many homes for dinners and holi-
days. Where he goes from here no one can say. What is known for sure is
that Stephen will be here for at least two years following the completion of
his residency, After that, who knows? But, based on the story to date, a safe
bet might be a practice in Winnipeg.
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Gerry Posner

By

GERRY POSNER

STEPHEN BAY SMITH with his
girlfriend LESLIE GARSCAD-
DEN

also felt a strong responsibility to the
community and did a great deal of
community service. 

“Moshe was an ardent Zionist. He
loved Israel and one of his biggest regrets was that his disability pre-
vented him from visiting the land he loved so much.”

Rabbi Stern passed away on July 1, 2005 surrounded by his family. 
“When Moshe passed away, my children and I felt his love of teach-

ing and dedication to his students and the community needed to be
remembered,” said Sydell. “That’s why we endowed a scholarship in his
memory.” 

The Sterns began this process shortly after the rabbi’s passing in 2005.
“Unfortunately, it has taken eight years for us to finally get the scholar-
ship to where and how we wanted it and reflect who Moshe was and
what he cared for so deeply,” said Sydell.

“The scholarship is finally worded as we wanted it to be in 2005 and
is finally listed in the Judaic Studies department where it belongs and
where Moshe dedicated himself to his students for over 30 years. 

“I think it was very telling, and reflected well on Moshe’s life in
Winnipeg and how many people felt about him, that Rabbi Altien and
Evita Smorden worked together to make a memorial service for him
shortly after his death. There was standing room only.”

Sydell hopes any eligible student looking to further their academic
knowledge of Judaic Studies or their theological goals will apply for the
Rabbi Dr. Moshe Stern Memorial Scholarship.

“Part of the scholarship criterion is community service and an appro-
priate GPA, reflecting Moshe’s love of what he did,” said Sydell.

“He loved teaching. He loved getting people to think about ideas.
And one of the things he used to say to his students is, ‘If you regurgi-
tate to me on an exam, I’m going to fail you. I want you to learn to
think.’ 

“To endow a scholarship for further education just made sense, and it
made sense for us to do it in both venues, because it’s the furtherance
of Judaic studies both if you want to learn theology or if you want to
learn academics. But it had to fit within what made sense to us, which
is why theology has to be in an Orthodox institution. 

“That’s how we felt we could honour his memory best, as the U of M
was the first and last place Moshe taught (in terms of university).” 

Haskel Greenfield, current coordinator for Judaic Studies at the U of
M, said, “I knew Rabbi Moshe Stern in Winnipeg many, many years
ago. He was a colleague.

“It’s a fitting tribute to the rabbi. He put his heart and soul into this pro-
gram for years. It’s very, very nice to have a memorial award in his
name. It keeps his memory alive and the importance of him to this pro-
gram is kept alive.”

New scholarship
Continued from page  2.

The completion of the Smith circle
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Yiddish page
Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
Yiddish writers’ homes and graves are scattered all over the world. The poet Beyle

Schaechter-Gottesman who died this month had a home in the Bronx. When I visited her
she was siting in her yard singing Yiddish sons deep into the night surrounded by her
Hasidim. Born in Tschernowitz, she moved to New York after the war. Together with other
families she established a Yiddish commune. She was a well respected poet, singer,
teacher and painter. The Klezmer musicians in heaven sing her songs.

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

To twerk or not to twerk…
Last year I men-

tioned the legend
whereby the Inuit
supposedly have
dozens of words for
“snow”. Whether or
not this is strictly
true, it illustrates the
tendency of a lan-

guage to develop in areas which are impor-
tant to the culture of its speakers. In this
regard, one has to wonder if any language has
a more fully developed (or faster growing)
vocabulary for matters sexual than our own
English language. 

One of the newest entries to the extended
sexual lexicon is “twerking”, a dance move
which rocketed to prominence with the
wrecking-ball video of Miley Cyrus. I’m not
sure if the word is totally brand-new, but the
dance move surely goes back a good few
years. Myself, I give Christina Aguilera credit
for permanently imprinting the “twerk” in my
consciousness with her 2002 video “Dirty”. If
you’re a man, you know what I’m talking
about.

Of course there are any number of innova-
tive words used to describe women as sexual
objects, from the derogatory skanks and
cougars to the self-consciously neutral posslq,
but I think my favorite has to be the milf. I’ll
never forget in Season 3 of “The Apprentice”
when Donald Trump told Tana Goertz, a pop-
ular 40-ish contestant from the midwest, that
people were saying she was a milf. “Do you
know what a milf is?” he asked her. “Yes”, she
answered, “it’s a mother I’d like to fool around
with.” Yes Tana, you certainly were, with your
cornfed Iowa wholesomeness. But I digress. 

If sexuality is front and center in our North
American culture, then what more can we
expect from the Yiddish language than the
paucity of expressions for such things? I’m not
even totally sure how I would say “girlfriend”
in Yiddish…there is khaverte, which in North
America would surely be understood as girl-
friend by analogy with the English usage, but
I don’t think that was the connotation in the
old country. (It should be admitted that
Yiddish is not alone in having difficulty
here…even in English, it is not so easy to dis-
tinguish the case of a simple female friend,
never mind the awkwardness of an unmarried
elderly gentleman having to introduce his
female companion as a “girlfriend”.) 

At the other extreme of the relationship
spectrum, we have the prostitute. Yiddish
eschews the German hure in favor of either
the Hebrew zoyne or the Slavic kurve (Polish
kurwa). I don’t have a very good feel for the
distinction in nuance between these, but I
think it would have been consistent with the
natural ironic bent of the language to apply
the Hebrew term to the Gentile prostitute and
vice versa. 

And finally, in between the girlfriend and
the prostitute, we have the mistress. In Yiddish
she is the kokhanka, borrowed from the
Polish. Once again, it is somewhat beyond my
expertise to determine if the meanings corre-
spond with exactitude. Even in English, we
have to ask…just what is a mistress? A mar-
ried man who keeps an apartment for a lover
on the side surely has a mistress. But what if
he just sneaks around with her on a regular
basis? Is she his mistress or just his girlfriend?
I’m not sure. I’m not sure if a single man in
North America can be said to have a mistress
(even whether or not he pays her) but I think
in the old country he could have had a

By

MARTY GREEN

Continued on page 20. See “Marty Green”.



By REBECA KUROPATWA
Regina Teplitsky, a newcomer to Winnipeg from

Israel, is working to change the way newcomers
experience Winnipeg, both professionally and
through Jewish community involvement.

When Teplitsky first came to Winnipeg, she arrived
with her husband (Evgeni) and their daughter
(Alissya). Soon after, they had another child
(Benjamin), who was born in Canada. 

As someone who, soon after arrival to Winnipeg,
took on the role of executive director at Camp
Massad (increasing the number of campers by
recruiting new families), Teplitsky has since worked
at Manitoba Start, helping hundreds of newcomers to
find meaningful employment in Winnipeg. 

Once Teplitsky became accomplished in helping
match newcomers with employers, she recently
accepted a position with the Alliance of Manitoba
Sector Council as an employer engagement consultant. 

“Now, instead of just individually matching people
with jobs, I hope to impact the labour market on a
bigger scale by connecting the service providers’
organizations with employers, and not only the new-
comer community but all of the other underrepresented communities in
the workforce,” said Teplitsky. :

Besides her employer engagement consulting
work, Teplitsky finds time to volunteer. 

Teplitsky is involved with the Women’s
Philanthropy Division of the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg as a canvasser. As well, she initiated and
chaired a unique, well-attended event designed to
reach out to newcomer women. Gail Asper, the
event guest speaker, presented various ways in
which people can make a difference in our com-
munity.

Recently, Teplitsky was appointed a member of
the board of directors of the Jewish Federation.

“In this role, I hope to bring my professional skills
into practice by connecting the local and new-
comer communities together,” said Teplitsky. 

Teplitsky does not yet have a title at the
Federation, but she does have an agenda. “My goal
is to promote and support newcomer engagement
in the community by building a strategic engage-
ment plan and raising awareness about numerous
Jewish agencies, programs, and events that offer
various ways to get involved,” said Teplitsky. 

“Currently, I’m working on establishing a leader-
ship committee consisting of newcomers from different occupational
fields to identify the gaps and needs of the newcomer community. One

of the ideas is to conduct
a survey that will allow
the board to collect
comprehensive data
and gain insight from
new community mem-
bers.” 

Teplitsky also plans to
promote opportunities
to showcase newcom-
er talents to cultivate
local artists and create
more options when it
comes to local Jewish
entertainment, noting,
“Jewish culture and tra-
dition have a strong
connection to music
and the arts.”

Already, Teplitsky has
helped bring people
(mostly Jewish Israelis
and other Jewish new-
comers) together,
through her involve-
ment as a performing
singer with the Russian
Cultural Association,
with rock/jazz/lyrical
musical entertain-
ment.

“Arts and culture
help enhance the
unique identity of a
community and sense
of place,” said
Teplitsky. 

Further to this,
Teplitsky also volun-
teers as treasurer on
the board of directors
of her daughter’s day-
care in Charleswood. 

“It’s important for
me to fulfill my role as
mother and wife, and
to pursue my profes-
sional goals,” said
Teplitsky. “I also want
to greatly contribute
through volunteering.
My family, work, vol-
unteer activities, and
singing, all combined
make me feel accom-
plished.”
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Rady JCC Presents Zooming In Program: How Israel Changed My Life: The
Norway House Cree Nation Leadership Development Mission to Israel

The second season of the Rady JCC’s lecture and dis-
cussion series Zooming In continues on Wednesday
January 22 with a thought-provoking program on the par-
allel experiences of the Jewish and Cree people’s histo-
ries.

After his first trip to Israel, Ron Evans, the Chief of
Norway House and the former Grand Chief of the
Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs drew a similarity between
the history and struggle of First Nations people and the
Jewish experience and wanted to expose his own young
people to what the Jewish people had accomplished.

In a joint program between the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg and the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs
(CIJA), the first group of 30 participants went to Israel in
2012 and again in May 2013. One of the young partici-
pants on this meaningful trip to Israel was Corrine Clyne
from Norway House.In her September 2013 article pub-
lished in First Nations Voice, Corrine wrote, “While I
learned about the country of Israel, Jewish culture, the
people of Israel, and the history of this breathtaking place,
this trip was a time of healing and encouragement. It gave
me a different perspective on life, a realization that any-
one can achieve their dreams and anyone can overcome

obstacles that get in the way of their dreams. This trip
opened my eyes to see the opportunities that are all
around us. It was as if the veil that covered my eyes to the
reality of life’s blessing was lifted”.

Shelley Faintuch, Community Relations Director for the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, worked with the group
before, during and after the trip and coordinated the trip
with CIJA’s Jerusalem office. “Seeing Israel through the
eyes of our First Nations friends was an exhilarating expe-
rience for me” says Faintuch. “The leadership develop-
ment mission to Israel for Norway House Cree Nation
youth and band members was one of the most rewarding
experiences of my career”.

Please join us in discussion with Shelley and Corrine on
the parallel experiences of the Jewish and Cree people’s
history, what insights can be shared from each other’s
struggles, and what can we learn from the state of Israel.

The program will take place on Wednesday, January 22
at 7:30 p.m. in the Adult Lounge at the Rady JCC.
Everyone is welcome to attend. Refreshments will be pro-
vided. Registration is welcome but not required. For more
information please contact Rebecca Brask at 204-477-
7533 or rbrask@radyjcc.com

Regina Teplitsky - a role model in connecting people

REGINA TEPLITSKY: “My family,
work, volunteer activities, and
singing, all combined make me feel
accomplished.”



Jonas Chernick starring in new CBC TV series
By BERNIE BELLAN

We received an e-mail from former
Winnipegger Jonas Chernick informing us
that he’s starring in a new TV series on CBC
TV. Unfortunately the e-mail arrived tool late
for us to let readers know in time to catch the
first two episodes, but you can still catch the
final four episodes. 

Jonas, by the way, achieved great success
with his 2012 film, “My Awkward Sexual
Adventure”, which was largely shot right
here in Winnipeg. Not only did it do very
well in movie theatres, Jonas informs me that
it “was a major success in theatres in Russia,
Hong Kong and Spain, and the remake rights
were optioned by producers in France, Korea
and LITHUANIA” In any event, here’s what
Jonas wrote about his new TV series:

“My new TV series is premiering this week-
end on CBC, and I want to shout it from the
rooftops. But that sounds way too dangerous,
so instead I’ll just mention it in this email.

“The Best Laid Plans” is a comedy / drama /
political satire / romance that we shot in the
fall, based on the award winning book by
Terry Fallis. It’s a six-episode, limited-run
series, and it premieres Sunday, January 5 at
9:00 PM on the CBC. The second episode airs
the following night, Monday, January 6 at
9:00 PM, which becomes the regular time slot
for the remaining four weeks. 

“I play the lead role of Daniel Addison, but
I’m surrounded by an all-star cast (including
one of my personal heroes, Mark McKinney,
and Kenneth Welsh, who is literally the great-

est actor I’ve ever worked with. Ever.) 
“I sincerely hope you’ll check it out. I’m very proud of this project,

and I think people will really like it. It’s funny and sweet. Like a bon-
bon, with a joke written on it in chocolate sprinkles.”

JONAS CHERNICK: “My new TV series is
premiering this weekend (Jan. 5) on CBC,
and I want to shout it from the rooftops. But
that sounds way too dangerous, so instead
I’ll just mention it in this email.”
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Rady JCC Launches Jewish Baby U
For Expectant Parents 

The Rady JCC is pleased to present Jewish Baby U, a new five-
week program which gives expectant parents the opportunity to
discover Jewish traditions and rituals associated with childbirth,
parenting and raising a family. Weekly sessions will incorporate
Jewish themes teaching parents how to plan, in both a practical
and spiritual function for their incoming son or daughter. 

This program is suitable for people who have a Jewish back-
ground but need a reminder and for those who really don’t know
where to start. 

“The Rady JCC is joining other JCCs in presenting this innovative
program that for many parents has become a gateway for more
involvement with Jewish life and the Jewish community. We are
excited to bring together new parents in exploring the rich tradi-
tions associated with childbirth as they prepare to raise children”,
noted Tamar Barr, Rady JCC’s Assistant Executive Director.

Weekly sessions will run from Sunday, February 16 to Sunday,
March 16 from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. Guest specialists will be on
hand each week for the learning sessions. Program topics will
include:

Jewish rituals and traditions  including Brit Mila (covenantal cir-
cumcision), Brit Bat (celebration for a daughter), naming cere-
monies with Tracy Kasner Greaves (Congregation Etz Chayim)

Parenting from a Jewish perspective; Creating a Jewish home
with Sherry Wolfe-Elazar (long-time mother)

Financial planning for your family now that you have a baby
with Blair Worb (Worb Financial)

How to support each other and maintain a strong relationship
with Randee Pollock (Jewish Child & Family Service)

Baby Safety: CPR & First-Aid for Choking for baby and child
with Cheryll DeGraeve, Rady JCC

A special Shabbat Dinner with this new cohort will close the
session on Friday, March 23.

Jewish Baby U also provides a unique opportunity to be a part
of a community and create lasting friendships. All couples are
welcome and encouraged to attend. Sessions will be hosted by
Shannon Golding. In addition there will be an opportunity to
learn about Jewish community resources. 

Please register at (204) 477-7510 or . For more information,
please contact Rebecca Brask at (204) 477-7533 or 

The Rady JCC acknowledges the generous support of the Jewish
foundation of Manitoba. 
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Higher number of Palestinians killed in West Bank this year
JERUSALEM (JTA) -- Three times as many Palestinians were killed

in the West Bank in 2013 as in the previous year, according to an
Israeli human rights watchdog.

Israeli security forces killed 27 Palestinians in the West Bank in 21
separate incidents, and killed nine Palestinians in the Gaza Strip in
seven incidents, according to a report issued by B'Tselem on
Tuesday.

By comparison, in 2012, Israeli security forces killed 8 Palestinians
in the West Bank and 246 in Gaza, including 167 during Operation
Pillar of Defense. Since 2003, most Palestinian fatalities occurred in
the Gaza Strip.

The B'Tselem report separated Israeli civilian casualties from mil-
itary ones.



Ben Gurion University a marvelous incubator of scientific achievement
By BERNIE BELLAN

I first visited Ben Gurion University almost 40 years ago – in 1974
to be exact, when I was a young vol-
unteer on a kibbutz near the Gaza
Strip. One of the other volunteers
had taken ill and I had decided to
pay him a visit in Soroka Hospital,
which is located adjacent to Ben
Gurion University.

To be honest, I don’t really remem-
ber much about Ben Gurion
University at that time. It was only
five years old – having been estab-
lished in 1969 on a sort of hodge-
podge basis: Professors would come
down from other institutions includ-
ing the Technion and Hebrew
University to teach courses in what-
ever buildings could be used to
accommodate them in Beer Sheva.

Beer Sheva itself was a small, dusty
town, with not much to see – other
than the Bedouin market on
Thursdays.

In the intervening 40 years though,
Beer Sheva has been transformed into
a dynamic and attractive city of over
200,000 people. In
fact the region for
which Beer Sheva
serves as the capital
has over 500,000
people living in it
(including the cities
Rahat, Dimona,
Arad, Netivot and
Sderot, as well as
many smaller towns).

On my most recent
trip to Israel I had
made a deliberate
decision to spend
some time in Beer
Sheva, as it was one
of the few areas of
the country with
which I was not very
familiar. I have already written about visits I paid to a JNF project there
(in a school for autistic children and adults), along with my visit to
Bedouin communities and a Bedouin school.

What I haven’t written about – until now
– was my visit to Ben Gurion University,
on Thursday, October 31st. I had been stay-
ing in a house that belonged to a young
Israeli couple and, even though I had a
rental car, I was told that it was just a short
walk to the main campus of the university,
so I decided to go on foot. (As it turns out,
once you leave the security of a GPS
behind, a short walk can turn into a major
trek – something that I discovered as I
attempted to navigate my way through the
very narrow streets that dot the older part
of Beer Sheva where I was staying.)

Finally I came to the major thoroughfare
where both Soroka Hospital and Ben
Gurion University’s main campus are situ-
ated. 

The campus itself is absolutely beautiful.
Considering that it’s so relatively young it
was not surprising to see a series of ultra-
modern buildings, but what I was sur-
prised to see was the amount of space that
was devoted simply for students and facul-
ty to be able to congregate – where they
could interact both socially and educa-
tionally. There were courtyards every-
where. I was later told that the campus
was deliberately designed to force people
to mix out in the open. One cute anecdote
that was given to me is that Ben Gurion
University is the best place for young men

12 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, January 8, 2014

Israel news

Dr. DAVID FAIMAN
one of the founders of the
solar energy program at
BGU

A STITCH IN TIME: Part Two
Meme Tees Clothing Company

In the second program celebrating history of the Garment Trade
in Winnipeg, the Meme Tees Clothing Company will demonstrate
how clothing is made and give the audience, especially children,
a chance to take part in the process so they know something about
what their grandparents or great-grandparents may have done for
a living ten hours a day, six days a week.

Three friends, Reeva Abrams, Ethel Amihude, and Faye Hellner,
are the owners and operators of Meme. They take old t-shirts in
good condition, and re-design them into fashionable dresses
which they sew for girls of all ages and women. They encourage
potential customers to bring their favourite t-shirts if they wish to
give them a second life in a new form. Some of the work is done
at home but Meme also has workshop space in the Richlu
Manufacturing building on Adelaide Street in the Exchange
District, the old garment district.

The friends launched Meme as they wound down their regular
careers as software developer (Abrams), kindergarten teacher
(Amihude) and professor of design (Hellner). Part of the inspiration
came from Faye Hellner’s grandfather’s recycling business in
which he manufactured useful chamois and dusters for industry
out of old clothing scraps that he collected around the province.
Another part of the inspiration was simply that the three are life-
time friends who love to sew.

The Jewish Heritage Centre is celebrating the Garment Trade in
Winnipeg because of the vital role it played in the history of our
community and in the development of the City of Winnipeg. Tens
of thousands of our family members sewed, cut, pressed,
designed, marketed, and sold clothing. Hundreds or even thou-
sands of our family members owned businesses where clothing
was made and sold. 

Some of the clothing, which ran from workwear to sportswear,
sold in Winnipeg but much went across Canada, the United
States, and beyond. At its height, you could find Winnipeg cloth-
ing in Eaton’s and the Bay, Bloomingdales, Dayton’s, Macy’s, and
many other well-known stores. You will still find more contempo-
rary Winnipeg products in North American and world markets. 

Hats, caps, furs, uniforms, jeans, parkas and these individual-
ized dresses – all came and still come from Winnipeg.

Continued on next page.

Some of the names on the donors’ wall at
BGU...note the names “Hoffer, Vickar, and
Israels”. Many Manitobans and
Saskatchewaners have contributed greatly to
BGU over the years.



and women to meet one another
as they walk outside going from
building to building – and that, in
itself, is something that lures
many students there!

Ben Gurion University is now
home to over 20,000 students,
with five faculties: Engineering
Sciences; Health Sciences;
Natural Sciences; Humanities
and Social Sciences; and
Business and Management. In
addition there are six schools:
Graduate Studies; Medicine;
Community Health; Pharmacy;
Medical Laboratory Sciences;
and Continuing Medical
Education.

There are six research institutes,
61 interdisciplinary research cen-
tres, 10 international programs,
and a variety of other programs
that all combine to make Ben
Gurion University one of Israel’s fastest growing and most innovative
centres of higher education.

One of the statistics that is most often trotted out by BGU public rela-
tions personnel is that the university is the number one choice for
Israeli students to attend for its “caring atmosphere and overall campus
experience”.

Now, to be honest, there are so many Israeli institutions of learning
that deserve support that it would be unfair for me to extol the virtues
of a university such as BGU to the point where other schools might be
perceived as being marginalized. No one who has ever read anything
about higher learning in Israel needs to be reminded, for instance, how
highly respected the Hebrew University, Bar Ilan University, Tel Aviv
University, and the Technion are throughout the world. But BGU and
Beer Sheva have always held a special place in the hearts of many
Winnipeggers. 

My own uncle, the late Dr. Velvl Greene, decided to move to Beer
Sheva in the 1980s from his home in Minneapolis, to take up a pro-
fessorship at BGU (in medical ethics).

As I toured the campus with my guide from the university’s public
relations department I noticed a large green wall containing the names
of donors. We were riding around in a golf cart and I asked whether I
could stop to take a look at the wall to see whether there were any
names that I might recognize. Sure enough some of the very first names
that I saw were “Vickar”, “Hoffer”, and “Israels” – all well known
names both here in Manitoba and in Saskatchewan.

If truth be told at one time the Canadian Associates of Ben Gurion
University played a very prominent role within Winnipeg’s Jewish
community, especially in the 1970s through the 1990s, but that orga-
nization had seemed to decrease in stature in recent years. There is
now a concerted effort established to once again bring BGU into the
spotlight for Winnipeggers, with a new executive director, a new
board, and what seems to be a new energy.

It certainly isn’t difficult to become a booster for BGU.
As is the case with so many other Israeli schools, the rate of scientif-

ic achievement that is emanating from BGU is truly remarkable. In
preparation for writing this article I reviewed the material that had
been given to me by the P.R. department. Some of the areas in which
BGU is a world leader include: Providing clean water not only for
Israel but for much of the third world; developing global health pro-
grams (the university’s Medical School for International Health is affil-
iated with Columbia University’s Medical Centre. As a side note, while

I was walking through the campus I
chanced upon two students who were
speaking English. I asked them what they
were studying and they told me they were
students in the International School of
Medicine. As we got to chatting and I men-
tioned I was from Winnipeg, they said to
me that there was a young woman in their
program also from Winnipeg by the name
of Hannah Glinter. Later I inquired as to
whether there were any other
Winnipeggers at BGU but I was told that
Hannah is presently the only one.)

To return to the topic of areas in which
BGU is now a world leader, if there is any-
thing to do with high-tech, you’re bound to
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Graduate student ODED along
with a drone built in the robot-
ics lab of BGU

GIRLS BELONG HERE
Discover the exceptional
university preparatory education
that Balmoral Hall School has to 
offer girls aged 2 through Grade 12.

Visit our special Open House event
January 17, 18, and 20, or request a 
personal tour anytime.

balmoralhall.com/girlsbelonghere

Continued from previous page.

Continued on next page.



find it there. In fact a brand new
Advanced Technologies Park was
just opened, also quite nearby what
will become the Israel Defense
Force’s elite technology unit as the
IDF begins the process of building
its largest military base in the entire
country in the Negev.

Very soon the university will be
home to a brand new research insti-
tute for the study of homeland secu-
rity that will bring together a variety
of disciplines. According to the
BGU website, “this new interdisci-
plinary field of research combines
technological sciences such as
cyber-technologies with scientific
research in the fields of physics, chemistry, and biology (weapons of
mass destruction), and other disciplines, such as economics, commu-
nications, crisis management, law, strategic analysis and even medi-
cine.”

In keeping with Israel’s determination to remain at the forefront of
technology when it comes to new forms of warfare that place an

emphasis on technical know-how more so
than standard military weapon prowess, BGU’s
students and faculty are often engaged in the
development of cutting edge technologies.

For the last part of my tour there I was taken
to the robotics labs where I met “Oded”, a
graduate student who showed me some of the
inventions in which he had a hand, including
a robotic car, and several drones. Oded
explained that the robotics lab also involved
an interdisciplinary approach. His own back-
ground was in electrical engineering and soft-
ware development, he told me.

At one point he picked up a small device that
looked something like a jellyfish. “This is a
drone,” he said to me. “Here – feel how much
it weighs.”

When I held the device I was surprised at
how light it was. It didn’t weigh more than a

couple of pounds. Oded went on to say that this particular drone was
designed to hover in place for up to 40 minutes at a time – like a minia-
ture helicopter, and that it was intended to provide images of battle-
fields in real time.

It’s called a “Quadratur,” Oded said. “It cost about 20,000 Euros”
(about 29,000 Canadian dollars) – relatively cheap, as drones go, he
explained.

While it’s easy to be hugely impressed by everything going on at a lead-
ing edge institution such as BGU, one final aspect of the university that I
also found especially significant was the large- scale effort it is making to
attract Bedouin students. At any one time there are approximately 500
Bedouin students there – quite a large number, given the tremendous
income gap that separates the majority of the Bedouin population from
mainstream Israeli society.

One program in particular has enjoyed huge success. Promising
Bedouin high school students are given extra help in math and science by
BGU students in an effort to help them gain admission into the universi-
ty’s medical school. The same extra tutoring is also being given to Bedouin
students to enable them to enter into such other programs as pharmacy
and physiotherapy, I was told.

“Ben Gurion University is the great ‘matchmaker’ of the Bedouin com-
munity,” is how it was put to me, in the sense that members of the uni-
versity’s faculty and student body actively try to match up promising
Bedouin students with fields in which they might succeed. In time, the
success that those Bedouin students themselves enjoy has a “ripple effect”
in that those students return to their communities, not only working in
them, but serving as role models for other younger students, as well.

In so many ways Ben Gurion University pulses with an energy that is
reflective of the larger dynamic that pervades Israel’s entire university sys-

tem. Israel has
achieved a well-
deserved reputation
for academic
achievement in so
many areas. The
country has pro-
duced eight Nobel
Prize winners in such
fields as physics,
chemistry, and eco-
nomics (as well as
Peace Prizes for
Shimon Peres,
Yitzhak Rabin, and
Menachem Begin
and a Nobel Prize in
Literature for Shmuel
Agnon).

What makes the
progress achieved by
BGU so utterly
remarkable though is
how quickly it has
been achieved.
Building a university
in the Negev was
only a dream until
1969 – just 44 years
ago. One can only
imagine just what
Israel’s fastest grow-
ing educational insti-
tution will look like in
just a few more years,
given its amazing
growth to date.
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Note the train in the background: That’s the new
high-speed train that connects Beer Sheva to Tel Aviv
in only 55 minutes. The terminal is located on the
BGU campus.
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CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
The Chavurat tefila Congregation, Winnipeg’s northernmost shul
Friday, Jan 10 Candle Lighting: 4:31 Mincha: 4:30 Schacharis: 9:30 Shabbat ends: 5:35
Jan 16 Tu B’Shevat
Sunday Morning service: 9:00 Weekday mornings: 8:00
mincha/maariv service for week of Jan 12-16: 4:40
Friday, Jan 17 Candle Lighting: 4:41 Mincha: 4:40 Schacharis: 9:30 Shabbat ends: 5:44
Mincha/Maariv service for week of Jan 19-23: 4:50
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional

Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, Jan. 10 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 4:40 p.m., candle lighting 4:31

p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 11 - Beshalach - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 5:35 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 12 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Jan. 13-Thursday, Jan. 16 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 16 - Tu BShvat.
Friday, Jan. 17 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 4:50 p.m., candle lighting 4:41

p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 18 - Yitro - morning service 9:00 a.m. PJ Library 10:30 a.m. Afternoon service

12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 5:44 p.m. Tu b’Shvat Assiniboine Park.
Sunday, Jan.19 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Jan. 20-Thursday, Jan. 23 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; phone 204-452-3711; www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, January 10 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service

5:30 PM; Candle Lighting 4:30 PM
Shabbat, January 11 – Parashat Beshallach / Shabbat Shirah - Morning Service 9:00 AM;

Evening Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 5:31 PM
Friday, January 17 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service

5:30 PM; Candle Lighting 4:40 PM
Shabbat, January 18 – Parashat Yitro - Morning Service 9:00 AM; Family Service 10:30 AM;

Evening Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 5:42 PM
Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 AM; Sunday and Canadian Holidays 9:00

AM 
Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 PM; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 PM
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office.

HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 
A heimishe Modern Orthodox Shul where everyone is welcome! Join Rabbi Ellis and our

vibrant community in River Heights at 620 Brock Street (at the corner of Fleet Avenue).
Parshat - Beshalach - January 10 - 11 – Kabbalat Shabbat 5:00 pm, Shacharit 9:30 am,

Minchah, 12:58 pm, Shabbat Ends 5:35 pm.
Parshat – Yitro - January 17 - 18 - Kabbalat Shabbat 5:00 pm, Shacharit 9:30 am, Minchah,

1:01 pm, Shabbat Ends 5:44 pm
HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE

Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297
Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom
Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, January 10 at 4:31 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 4:30
p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - BESHALACH. SHABBAT SHIRAH.
Mincha Service at 4:30 p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:35 p.m.
Daily Mincha-Maariv services at 4:40 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 16 - TU B`SHEVAT. 
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, January 17 at 4:41 p.m. Mincha-Kabbalat Shabbat at 4:40
p.m.
Saturday,Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - YITRO. Mincha service at 4:40
p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:44 p.m.
Daily Mincha-Maariv services at 4:50 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox Services are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be hold-

ing: on Fri Jan 107:30pmShabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria with Cantor Len Udow
Sat Jan 11 - 10:30am Shabbat Family Service lay led by Jennifer Curtis-Lane and Catherine

Emanuel, kiddush to follow Sat Jan 11 - 10:30am Torah study with Rabbi Karen. Sat Jan 11 -
12:00pm Yoga Shalom. Sat Jan 11 - 1:00-2:30pm Social action - “Harvest” volunteering. Sat
Jan 11 - 4:00pm The Joseph Chronicles with Rabbi Karen

Sun Jan 12 - 9:45am Irma Penn School resumes
Mon Jan 13 - 6:30pm Read Hebrew adult class resumes
Wed Jan 15 - 5:30-6:30pm New Shul Tu b’Shvat Seder for young families with potluck
Fri Jan 17 - 7:30pm - Shabbat service lay led by Ruthie Soudack Maman with Cantor Len

Udow on Tu b’Shvat theme with dedication to new engraved leaves and plaques
Sat Jan 18 - 9:30am New Shul Shabbat Shacharit service with potluck kiddush. Sat Jan 18

- 12:00pm Yoga Shalom
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Jewish National Fund’s 
Tu Bi’Shevat community activities
The Jewish National Fund is known for planting trees. Even

though the scope of the environmental work the organization
does is so broad, Tu Bi’Shevat is a time where the JNF returns to
its roots and focuses on planting trees in Israel. Not only do trees
provide excellent benefits to the environment, but they help keep
borders safe and help to prevent soil erosion. 

In order to raise money for this project, the JNF will be holding
a telethon on January 26th, 2014 from 1pm to 7pm. Volunteers will
gather in the Multipurpose Room at the Rady JCC and make
phone calls to past donors asking if they’d like to plant a tree in
Adamit Park in honour of Tu Bi’Shevat. There are still some volun-
teers spots available and the JNF is asking that you call or email
the office if you are interested. Otherwise, please answer their call
on January 26th! 

This Tu Bi’Shevat, JNF Canada will plant trees at Adamit Park and
in addition, replant magnificent, mature trees that will be uproot-
ed and relocated. 

Adamit Park has significant meaning to JNF Canada. In 2008, a
monument was erected by JNF Canada to honour the memory of
Eldad Regev and Ehud Goldwasser and all those who were killed
during the war. This area is within close proximity to the location
where Eldad Regev and Ehud Goldwasser were abducted which
initiated the 2nd Lebanese War.

In addition to the telethon, the JNF is involved in a few other Tu
Bi’Shevat events happening within the community. The first one is
called “An Evening Among the Trees” and is held at the
Assiniboine Park Conservatory on Saturday, January 18th at 8pm.
The event is 18+ and will include, appetizers, dancing, wine, a Tu
Bi’Shevat seder and live music by Shayla Fink and Kinzey Posen.
This event is brought to you by the Jewish National Fund,
Congregation Etz Chayim, Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, and
Congregation Shaarey Zedek. 

The next day, JNF will help deliver Tu Bi’Shevat at the Manitoba
Children’s Museum. On Sunday, January 19 at 2pm, Jewish
National Fund, Congregation Etz Chayim, Congregation Shaarey
Zedek, PJ Library and Rady JCC will host an afternoon of family
fun. Families in attendance will enjoy an afternoon of family fun
with Tu Bi’Shevat themed crafts and games, learn about trees and
Israel, glitter tattoos, planting, snacks, HUGE scavenger hunt, raf-
fle prize, special birthday cake for the trees and free play in the
museum. 

Involving the Jewish community of Winnipeg as much as possi-
ble is of course a top priority for the JNF, especially during Tu
Bi’Shevat. JNF is bringing in Aviram Zuck from Israel to speak at
Shaarey Zedek synagogue during the Shabbat service on Saturday,
January 18th. Aviram is the forest supervisor for KKL-JNF in Israel
and is responsible for all the forest management plans, imple-
mentation and research. He leads special projects for the benefit
of the unique and diverse communities of the region and for visi-
tors and tourists. At Etz Chayim the following week on January
25th, Rob Berkowits, Executive Director of the
Manitoba/Saskatchewan branch will speak about Tu Bi’Shevat, the
project the JNF is supporting this year and the importance of
planting trees in Israel. 

For more information on JNF’s Tu Bi’Shevat projects and events,
visit jnfmanitoba.ca. 

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES
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Sports

2013 wasn’t so lucky, but 2014 may prove to be ducky

Anyone can prattle
on continuously
about silly and unim-
portant matters - and
I’ve done it myself
from time to time -
such as offering up at
year’s end redundant
articles which are
headlined: “The Year
in Review.” Not exact-
ly a gorgle grabber is it?

What, you don’t know what a “gorgle” is? That’s impossible! It’s a
Jewish word! I mean some people’s family dogs can respond to com-
mands in Yiddish. Hint! Think chicken or goose’s neck and then
schmaltz followed by cholesterol, a friendly cardiologist, and multiple
stents.

This time around, I shall put a schemata upon my head and place a
crystal ball containing imitation snowflakes that I bought at Dollarama
a day after Xmas; then place it atop my bridge table which was a steal
at Valu Village and take on the role of a Fortune Teller; while sharing
with you not what you already know, but what is likely to transpire in
the Wonderful World of Sports in the Year 2014.

Before I begin, please withhold your applause. From time to time,
some of my predictions have been found to be fallible. For instance,
about a dozen years ago I pronounced that the True North arena/enter-
tainment complex planned for the Eaton’s Building site had reason-
able merit, but that Portage Ave. had its obvious drawbacks. 

Not that I felt the “building huggers,” who clung to the edifice with
all their mite, would be instilled by bookies as strong favorites to win
the tug-o-war; rather I presumed that mere mortals would be some-
what reluctant to visit downtown Winnipeg after dark. Especially
because, to my knowledge, no caped crusaders would be on hand to
dart into the fray and save the day. I was wrong. Cadets of various sizes
are everywhere, but Jets’ tickets are scarce.

To build up confidence, I’ll commence with a few can’t-miss lobs.
My late father Morris always taught us that if you tell the truth, you
never have to remember what you said. Made sense to me on a grand
scale. 

Well, Milwaukee Brewers’ star outfielder RYAN BRAUN, who is the
son of an Israeli born dad and Catholic mom, caused himself a whole
lot of hurt this past season by using performance-enhancing drugs,
and even worse, stared boldly into media cameras and assured all and
sundry that it was a total falsity. Eventually, the jig was up, and Major
League Baseball Commissioner Bud Selig had his man. A 65-game
suspension was handed out to the profusely apologetic 29-year-old.
Never mind that Braun took huge advantage of rival hurlers and in his
notable absence handicapped his teammates. He tarnished his own
reputation - which cannot easily be redeemed. My prediction for 2014
and beyond is that he’ll keep the cleanest clubhouse locker in base-
ball and return to his previous standard of play.

Last season’s version of the Winnipeg Blue Bombers was an epic
failure. The numbers are self-evident. When a team misses the play-
offs, finishes up at 3-15 and allows 221 points more than it scores, nei-
ther a shady bookkeeper nor statistician could doctor the evidence.
Well, next year will be different. The housecleaning at all levels has
begun as heads rolled even before last season dragged to a close. The
next version of the Big Blue will appear drastically different; so much
so that should chanteuse Taylor Swift again wish to do her thing at our
spanking new stadium at the U of M, that it best not be scheduled in
the fall so that there be no clash with a CFL playoff date involving the
Bombers in the offing. 

Sports fans everywhere will continue to be frustrated because their
fantasy teams are faltering in the early going, whether it be in hockey,
football, basketball or baseball. General managers in the real world,
however, will have many a sleepless night pondering whether or not
they should make a move or just sit tight. For example, should the Jets
fall out of the playoff race sooner than later, the first two players avail-
able on the market will doubtless be forwards Devon Setoguchi and
Olli Jokinen. They’re decent talents; therefore - should fetch equal
value. 

Jewish forward Jason Zucker, a California born left-winger who is on

the cusp playing with the Iowa Wild of
the AHL, should soon get a call up to
the NHL Minnesota Wild who
plucked him in the 2010 NHL Draft in
the second round (59th overall). The
soon-to- be 22-year-old has quite a
resume!

The WCHA standout, who was an
all-star and Rookie of the Year at the University of Denver,  also holds
the distinction of winning a gold medal in 2010 at the World Juniors
with the USA Team. In two years at the U of D, Jason boasted back–to-
back seasons between 2010-2012 of 45 goals and 46 assists in 78
games. With the US National under-18 Team Zucker scored 11 goals
and had seven helpers in only 22 games. He played here in Winnipeg
earlier in the citizen when he visited with Minnesota and he showed
speed and tenacity. 

Last month the Detroit Tigers hired retired major league catcher Brad
Ausmus, 44, to pilot their franchise in 2014. If you read my annual
“Jews in Major League Baseball” column, you will be familiar with the
Dartmouth graduate who never carried a big bat, having had a career
B.A. only of .251, along with 80 taters and 607 RBI. What Brad was
better at than the majority of catchers was orchestrating a pitchers’
game strategy behind the plate. Between 1993 and 2010, most of his
pitching staffs, when with the Padres, Tigers, Astros and Dodgers, held
him in high esteem and preferred having the New Haven born rookie
ML manager call the game. Even though the Tigers will not have their
slugger Prince Fielder back this year because he was traded to Texas
for Jewish second sacker Ian Kinsler, Detroit will nonetheless win the
A.L Central and be a serious threat to take it all next fall. 

Another sport will, in the coming year or two, begin to blossom in
Israel. It was more than once stated that ice hockey couldn’t evolve in
The Holy Land, but go figure. Besides, leave it to “The Chosen
People.” They’ll find a way, no matter the activity. Don’t bet against it!

Despite the giant omission of a real press box last year out at the U
of M, an improved version will be built. What took place initially was
downright embarrassing and how it happened, nobody’s talking. I
believe people in this environ crave transparency even more than they
do a winning team. The creation of a better press box is now a reali-
ty; not because the powers that be so love the noodnik media, but if
the Bombers are ever to host a Grey Cup in the near future and gain
a slice of the financial pie the rebuild was a must.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and
covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports
to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-
mail: harv360@shaw.ca

New Detroit Tigers’ manager 
BRAD AUSMUS

JASON ZUCKER, a Wild
future.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

make decisions, with more of a pass
and shoot style of play. We are also priv-
ileged to be able to travel up to Metula
once a month and play in an organized

game on the Olympic size ice. 
The 8th annual recreational hockey tournament is to be played in

February of 2014. People come from all over Canada and the
United States to play in the tournament. There are quite a few peo-
ple coming this year to play for Team Winnipeg. I hope to play in
the tournament, but being a student, I’m on an extremely tight bud-
get and the costs of playing in the tournament are far out of my bud-
get. Danny has given me the option of raising funds to play by rais-
ing money for a charity that the hockey tournament supports. He is
still giving me details on what way I will be able to do this, and I
will let you know further details. 

Jared Ackerman
Continued from page 1.

Milwaukee Brewers’ star outfielder
RYAN BRAUN

“My prediction for 2014 and
beyond is that he’ll keep the cleanest
clubhouse locker in baseball” 



Eating on the High Seas
It’s cold out there!

Nothing new for us
Canadians, and espe-
cially us Winnipeggers.
So what could be better
than a relief from old
man winter than an
escape from this frigid
weather. That’s just
what I did this past

week. I took a sunny cruise down to Mexico on a
cruise ship. So much to do, and of course, so much
to eat. 

I attended a lecture by their head chef, a Cordon
Bleu graduate, and it was easy to tell from the
scrumptious thousands of meals that they create
each day. Here are some of the more memorable
recipes to give you a taste of delicious treats to
warm the eyes, soul, and stomach.

* * *
HOT, SWEET AND SOUR CHILEAN SEA BASS

Kosher salt
1 egg
1/4 cup flour
4 Chilean sea bass fillets
Oil for frying
1 bottle spicy sweet and source sauce
3 cloves garlic, crushed
1 tbs soy sauce
1 tbs while vinegar
1 tsp red pepper flakes

Salt, egg, and flour each piece of fish. Heat oil in
a large skilled and fry fillets until golden. Remove
fillets with a slotted spoon and drain on paper tow-
els.

Set aside at room temperature.
Combine spice sweet and sour sauce, crushed

garlic, soy sauce, vinegar, and red pepper in a
bowl.

Heat a saucepan on medium heat. Pour sauce
into pan and heat until bubbling, about 10 minutes.
Remove from heat and set aside.

Heat a frying pan on high fire until very hot. Place
fish and sauce into pan and cook for 10 minutes.
Serve sizzling hot. Serves 4.

* * *
TACOS

Not only are tacos a delicious dish, which of
course reminds me of Mexico, but pepper of any
kind are healthy fighting off arthritis, and
headaches. Some pep-
per contain twice the
amount of Vitamin C
that is in citrus fruits. So
for a ‘hot’ dish high in
antioxidants, try out this
delicious recipe.
1 tbsp grapeseed oil
1 small onion, count
into 1/4 inch dice
1/2 yellow bell pepper,
seeded, cut into 1/4
inch dice
1/2 red bell pepper,
seeded, cut into 1/4
inch dice
1/2 small jalapeno pep-
per minced
12 oz veggie ground
2 tsp chili powder 
2 tsp paprika
1 tsp ground cumin
1/2 tsp garlic powder
1/2 tsp onion powder
1 8 oz can tomato
sauce
1 cup water (more if
needed)
6 taco shells
Sauce
2 cups organic ketchup
1 tsp chili powder
1/2 tsp ground cumin
Fixings
Avocado, peeled, pit-
ted, cut into 1/4 inch
dice
Shredded lettuce
Shredded low-fat ched-

dar cheese
Store bought salsa
Chipped fresh tomatoes, seeded
Canned black beans, rinsed and drained
Fat-free sour cream
Sliced olives
Sliced scallions

Heat large sate pan over medium-high heat. Add
oil. Saute onion, bell peppers, and jalapeno just
until fragrant.

Add the veggie ground and cook about 3 minutes
or until they start to brown. Immediately add the
seasonings. Toast until browned.

Add the tomato sauce and 1 cup water. Simmer,
uncovered, over a low-medium heat, about 15 min-
utes. The filling should be thickened, but still saucy.

If all the liquid has evaporated, add more water to
reach desired consistency.

Prepare the sauce in a medium bowl
Whisk the ketchup, chili powder, and cumin.
Fill each taco shell with the seasoned “meat”.
Serve immediately with taco fixings and top each

taco with sauce. 6 Servings
* * *

TIRAMISU
Ladyfinger Cake
2 2/3 cups cake flour
2 2/3 cups confectioners’ sugar
4 eggs
Filling
3 cups cream cheese
1 1/2 cups granulated sugar
3/4 cups Marsala wine
9 eggs
1/2 cup cocoa powder
For the Ladyfinger cake:

Beat egg whites until soft peaks form. Fold in con-
fectioners’ sugar and then beat until mixture is stiff.

Beat egg yolks until thick and lemon coloured.
Fold yolks into white mixture Fold flour into
white/yolk mixture.

Spread thinly (about 1/4 inch deep) over the sur-
face of a well greased full size sheet pan. Bake 375
degrees F for 12-14 minutes or until surface is light-
ly browned.

Turn out of pan and allow to cool. Cut into even
quarters. Brush with coffee liqueur before assem-
bling.
For Filling:

Whip egg yolks, sugar and Marsala wine until

fluffy. Add cream cheese beating continuously until
mixture is thick and smooth. Chill until consistency
of icing.
Assembly:

Spread cheese mixture about 1/4 inches thick
over surface of first cake layer.

Repeat this procedure and end with the cheese
mixture on top.

Dust heavily with cocoa powder. Allow to cool
down in the fridge for two hours. Serves 16.

* * *
CRÈME BRULEE

1 cup milk
1/4 cup plus 1 tbsp sugar
1 vanilla bean slit lengthwise 
6 large egg yolks
2 cups heavy cream
1/2 cup raw sugar or firmly packed light brown
sugar

Combine milk, sugar, and vanilla bean in a
saucepan over medium heat. Heat to just below the
boiling point, stirring until sugar dissolves. Remove
from heat and let mixture stand for 15 minutes to
infuse milk with vanilla flavor. Remove vanilla
bean.

Preheat oven to 300 F. Place 4 ramekins in a large
roasting pan, set aside.

Whisk egg yolks until light and fluffy, stir in
cream. Gradually stir about 1/4 forth of hot mixture
into yolk mixture add remaining milk mixture to
egg mixture. Strain through a wire mesh strainer to
remove any cooked egg pieces.

Pour into prepared ramekins. Pour enough hot
water into roasting pan to come halfway up the
sides of the ramekins. Bake for 30-35 minutes until
mixture is just set in the middle. Custard will not be
completely firm in the center.

Remove ramekins from pan. Cover and refrigerate
at least 3 hours or up to 2 days.

Remove custards from refrigerator 20 minutes
before serving. Sprinkle with raw sugar in a thin,
even layer.

Preheat oven to broil with rack 3 inches from
heat. Place ramekins on a baking sheet and broil 30
seconds to 2 minutes or until sugar caramelizes. Do
not burn.

You may also light a hand held blow torch and
hold it just touching the surface of the sugar. Start at
the center and fan across sugar until caramelized.
Serve immediately. Serves 4.
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Recipes

By

FRANCINE KURLANDSKI
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net
All obituaries in The Jewish Post & News are

also posted to our website at
http:www.jewishpostandnews.ca.

There is no extra charge for this service.

delandes ad #1

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

JANUARY 8

In loving memory of

ESTHER

BARSKY
who passed away
February 2, 1993
12 Days in Shevat

— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered. Your loving
daughter Naomi.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

SAMUEL BIRKS
who passed away
January 30, 1980
13 Days in Shevat

In mind, a constant thought,
In heart, a silent sorrow.

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, and family.

In loving memory of
our beloved

ALLAN ERWIN

DINER
who passed away
February 8, 1998
12 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by your
loving wife Shirley, your
beloved children and
grandchildren and your
precious great granddaughter
named in your memory.
YOUR SPIRIT LIVES ON

IN OUR HEARTS

In Memoriam

16th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK

DUDECK
who passed away
February 2, 2009
8 Days in Shevat

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his wife,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their loving family.

MORRIS

CIPILINSKY
who passed away
February 5, 2006
7 Days in Shevat

FAYE

CIPILINSKY
who passed away
February 5, 1992

1 Day in Adar

In loving memory of
In Memoriam

In Memoriam

6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
ISSY

GREENFELD
who passed away
January 21, 2008
14 days in Shevat

Time goes by, but memories stay
Never more than a thought away
No need for words, except to say
Always loved, always missed,
every passing day.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

“Forever in our hearts.”

In Memoriam

21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father, and

grandfather

SIMON KAGAN
who passed away
February 5, 1993
14 Days in Shevat

Memories bring us closer
then we are never far apart
For you are always with us
in our thoughts and in our hearts
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by his wife Lenore,
children Mark, Hershel, Jerry,
Nikki and Elliott and
grandchildren Mikaela, his
namesake Simon,  Miriam and
Nathaniel and all the family.

ERIC SWIRSKY
1920 - 2013

Eric Swirsky passed
away December 15, 2013
at Seven Oaks General
Hospital after a brief ill-
ness. He is survived by
his wife of 71 years,
Molly, his daughter
Carolyn Rubin (Earl
Standil), son Neil
Swirsky (Elaine), grand-
children Shannon
Villeneuve (Jean-Luc),
Josh Rubin (Dana), Zak
Rubin, Matthew Swirsky
(Jackie), Amy Swirsky
(Michael Schacter) and

Jill Swirsky (Nathan Tocher), great-grandchildren
Makenna, Hunter, Addison, Kiera, Maya, Jacob, Zev,
Seth, and Emily, sisters Doris Gilman and Gertie
Chochinov, brother Sam Swire (Rita), sister-in-law
Edith Gardner, and numerous nieces and nephews.

Eric, the oldest child of Goldie and Joseph Swirsky,
was born April 28, 1920 in Winnipeg. He lived on the
family farm near Stony Mountain until the age of six,
when the family moved to their Winnipeg home on
Flora Avenue. He was a good student but left school at
the age of 16 to work in his uncle’s clothing factory, so
that he could help with the family finances.

He enlisted in the Canadian Army in November,
1941. On March 28, 1942, while on a weekend leave
from Camp Shilo, he married Molly Gardner. Two
months later he was deployed overseas and he did not
return until December, 1945. He continued his artillery
training in England and, after the D-day invasion,
served with the Canadian forces, liberating France,
Belgium, and Holland. His courage, sense of duty,
loyalty, and integrity made him an ideal soldier and
these were traits he exhibited throughout his life.

After his return from overseas, he went into business
with his brother-in-law, Alvin Gardner at Valour Clean-
ers and Tailors on Portage Avenue. They worked long
and hard hours until their retirement in 1987. After his
retirement, he continued to enjoy summers at Winni-
peg Beach and winters in Palm Springs with family and
close friends. He became interested in baseball, both as
a huge Toronto Blue Jays fan and a player in a seniors
slow pitch league, playing until he was 89 years old. He
was an active Freemason and member of the General
Monash legion. Eric and Molly were daily regulars at
the breakfast club at the McPhillips Street Burger King
and attended the Gwen Secter Centre every week. He
continued to live independently, and to drive his car up
until he became ill, five weeks before he died.

Eric was a devoted husband and a loving father and
grandfather. He and Molly were inseparable. He ulti-
mately became her caregiver as she developed Alzhe-
imer’s Disease. When she moved into a personal care
home, he visited her daily until he himself became ill.
Eric had a number of health issues over the years and
tackled them with courage and resolve, never com-
plaining, even during his final illness. He always put
others before himself. He was a quiet man and was
easy-going, modest, patient, and a perfect gentleman
with a perpetual smile.

A funeral service was held December 17, 2013 at
Congregation Etz Chayim. The family would like to
thank staff at Seven Oaks General Hospital, Dr. Nor-
man Hechtenthal for his commitment and care, and
Rabbi Larry Lander for his friendship and compassion.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in Eric’s
memory to the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre or
to the charity of your choice.

Deadline for the January 22

issue of

The Jewish Post & News is

noon Thursday, January 16
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In Memoriam

JOSEPH

ROMAN
who passed away
January 25, 2008
18 Days in Shevat

In loving memory of

— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

ESTHER

ROMAN
who passed away
January 8, 2012
13 days in Tevet

6th Yahrzeit 2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

FRED

LACOVETSKY
who passed away
January 30, 2004

In loving memory of

DORIS

LACOVETSKY
who passed away
January 10, 2013

Always in our hearts and thoughts
— Sadly missed by their loving children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and friends.

In Memoriam

18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

FANNY

GLESBY
who passed away
January 29, 1996
8 Days in Shevat

Always in our thoughts
And forever in our hearts
— Your 4 daughters,
7 granddaughters, 8 great-
granddaughters and dad's
namesake, Ike.

In loving memory of

ADAM GOSZER
who passed away

Februaray 3, 2012
10 days in Shevat, 5772

Though we can’t reach out and
touch you, you are always in
our thoughts and hearts - loved
and forever remembered for
your gentle nature, kind heart,
zest for life and great sense of
humor.
— Deeply missed by your wife,
Barbara, your children
Elliott, Sharon & Steven, your
grandchildren Sam, Joseph,
Nick, and Sarah, your nieces,
nephews, family and friends.

In Memoriam

2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GOLDIE

KAUFMAN
who passed away
January 23, 1980
5 Days in Shevat

Nothing can ever take away
The love a heart holds dear,
Fond memories linger every day
Remembrance keeps her near.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family and
friends.

In loving memory of

COLEMAN

KAUFMAN

“COLEY”
who passed away
January 30, 2010
15 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and
always missed by his wife,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved father, grandfather

and great-grandfather

MAURICE

KLEIMAN
who passed away
January 16, 1997
8 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your family.

In Memoriam

13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RHONA LAZAR
who passed away
January 31, 2001

8 days in Shevat, 5761
She remains an influence for
good, for all who loved her.
— Remembered with love by
her children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CLARA

MELNICER
who passed away
January 28, 2007
9 days in Shevat

— Dearly loved and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

SAM MOSER
who passed away
January 14, 1995
13 Days in Shevat

Wishing you were here
to share a joke;

—  Still warming the hearts
of your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father and

grandfather

DAVID NEPON
who passed away
January 29, 1988
10 Days in Shevat

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his loving
wife Gert, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY

OFFMAN
who passed away
February 5, 1998
10 days in Shevat

Wonderful memories
keep you forever near.
— Forever loved and
remembered by his children
Sarah and Jack,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

16th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HARVEY

SAWYER
who passed away
January 15, 2011

10th Day of Shevat
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

BEN

GOLDENBERG
who passed away

February 13, 1990
18 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and brother.

In Memoriam

In loving memory
of our dear husband and father
MAX  HECHTENTHAL

who passed away
January 24, 1981

20 Days in Shevat 5741
Our hearts still ache with sadness
Silent tears still flow
What it means to lose you
No one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife and son.

In Memoriam

8th Yahrzeit

In memory of a beloved
father, grandfather, husband.
A gentle man, friend to many,
respected and admired by all

MICHAEL

KAUFMANN
who passed away

February 18, 2006
21 Days in Shevat

In Pirke avot, it is written:
There are three crowns:

The crown of Torah,
the crown of priesthood,
and the crown of royalty;

but the crown of a good name
surpasses them all.

— With love your wife,
children and grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

JANUARY 15
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In Memoriam

11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

TOBY

KOFFMAN
who passed away
January 22, 2003
20 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchild.

In Memoriam

13th Yahrzeit
In loving memory of

JAY LEMER
who passed away
January 20, 2001

— Always remembered, never
forgotten by your loving
mother, brothers and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RUTH POSEN
who passed away
January 26, 1989

21 Days in Shevat, 5749
—Ever present in the hearts
and souls of her family and
friends who lovingly
remember her.

16th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved

JOSEPH

ROSENSTOCK
who passed away

February 14, 1998
18 Days in Shevat 5758

Our loss so great and deeply felt
— Lottie, children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

HARRY

RUBINFELD
who passed away
January 24, 2000
17 Days in Shevat

Always in our hearts
and forever in our thoughts
— Always remembered by
your daughters Sandy, Renee,
Andrea, son-in-law Sassy and
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

KAY SERA
who passed away
February 5, 2010
21 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by her loving
husband, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
RUTH SLUTSKY

who passed away
February 5, 1999
19 days in Shevat

You will forever be in our hearts
We will never forget you
Rest in peace my darling
— Ever remembered by your
husband Norman, daughters
Beverley and Maxine,
granddaughter Jessica and
family.

In Memoriam

32nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ESTHER

STERN
who passed away
February l1, 1982
18 Days in Shevat

— Lovingly remembered by
your children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAMUEL

TENNENHOUSE
who passed away

February 14, 2001
22 Days in Shevat, 5761

Always in our hearts.
— Lovingly remembered by
his wife, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

MORRIS

WIWIERSKI
who passed away
January 19, 1995
19 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
sons, daughter-in-law and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK WEISS
who passed away
February 4, 2012
the 11th of Shevat

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Sue,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANK

BLANARU
who passed away
February 7, 2012
15 Days in Shevat

— Forever in our hearts and
deeply missed by his wife
Bianca, children, grand-
children, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS

FROMSON
who passed away
February 9, 2004
18 Days in Shevat

PEGGY

FROMSON
who passed away

May 30, 1996
13 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and missed by their children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of our
beloved grandmother &

great-grandmother

EVA (Rifka)

BLANK
who passed away
February 5, 1980
18 Days in Shevat

We still miss you very much
and think of you lovingly every
day.
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her grand-
children, great-grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LAURA

DESHELL
who passed away
Feburary 5, 2007
18 days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RIVKE

(REGINA)

FLEISHER
who passed away
22 days in Shevat

February 10th, 2007
— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by her children
Miriam and William, daughter
in law Doreen and
grandchildren Zach, Ben,
Gideon and Raisa.

7th Yahrzeit

kokhanka….proba-
bly because there’s
nothing illicit nowa-
days in sleeping
with your unmar-
ried girlfriend, as
there would have
been in der alter
heim. 

In Mein
Zikhroynos, the
memoir of
Yekhezkel Kotik, the
author remembers
from his childhood
(around 1860) the
jealousy of the poor
Orthodox priest in
his village, compar-
ing his lot with that
of the local Catholic
priest, whose
lifestyle was lavishly
supported by the
wealthy Polish
squires. Hear what
the Orthodox
galakh though of his
counterpart’s four
beautiful sisters,
who lived together
with him in luxury:

“Nur der ârimer
Russischer galakh,
welcher flegt
platzen far kinah
(envy) vun dem
reichen luxus-leben
vun dem
K a t h ò l i s c h e n
galakh, hât var seine
pauerim, die poret-
zische leib-knecht
(the squire’s serfs)
geschwòren, as die
schöene Fräuleins
seinen gâr nischt
seine schwester, séi
seinen ihm wild-
fremde (total
s t r a n g e r s ) ,
kokhankes seinen
séi ihm, nur asõ wie
a Kathõlischer
galakh tor doch kein
weib nischt hâben,
hât er araus-gelâsen
a shem (let it be
known) as séi
seinen schwester.
Men mus moydah
sein (one must
admit) as der ârimer
Pravoslavner galakh
hât gehat recht: séi
seinen wirklich
geween kokhankes,
un nischt seine
schwester.”

Yes, it was a very
different world. No
one was twerking
on MTV, and a
woman was (sadly)
old at forty, not
milfy in the slight-
est. And yet some
things were the
same… 

Marty Green
(Continued from
page 9.)



The most outstand-
ing part of parsha
BeShalach is the Red
Sea splitting, and the
pursuing Egyptian
army being swal-
lowed up by the
closing walls of
water. Soon after,
God provides daily
rations of manna –
the word which hap-
pens to also be the
root word of emu-
nah, or “belief.” It
seems rather ironic.

Despite (at least) a
dozen miraculous
events up until that
point – most predict-
ed, and all in a short
amount of time – the
Jewish people
remained a whiny lot, whose faith and belief were only strong when
God came to rescue them. The rest of the time they griped about any-
thing they could: about lack of food and water, and their fears of
being abandoned to die in the desert. Many sages have commented
that it explains precisely why, in three thousand years, “great” mira-
cles have not occurred. The nation that saw God’s miracles ended up
jaded, unappreciative, complaining, and losing faith.

What kind of a world would it be if mankind had no free will,
entirely dependent on God interceding when problems became too
burdensome? There would be little in terms of challenges to over-
come, and no need for strength of character. As writer Dennis Prager
describes, we mustn’t think of God as our “celestial butler.”

Instead, we should take cues from what we say every Passover, the
Dayenu song in the Hagada, repeating the refrain “it would have
been plenty if…” God had done just this, but not this… It teaches us
to be grateful for every miracle, big and small.

In fact, in this parsha God only helps the Jews win the war against
the Amalikites when they help themselves – sometimes our good for-
tune is a combination of our own efforts and God’s help. While God
says “yes” to assistance in the war, it’s only on condition that Moshe
keeps his hands raised in the air.

We may not understand God’s plan at the time, but sometimes the
reasons do reveal themselves in time.

For example, in the next parsha – Yitro – we read the Ten
Commandments. While they seem rather rational to us with the ben-
efit of 3,000 years, there are some things that may have seemed
strange to Jews of that time.

The Third Commandment is “You shall not make wrongful use of
the name of the Lord your God.”

Though above it’s translated figuratively, the words are literally
“Don’t carry The Name in vain.” It is really referring to those who
pretend to be religious, and openly behave contrary to moral stan-
dards, but claiming it to be God’s work. One example is
Islamofascists uttering “allah hu akbar” – in an ode to glorifying God
- before blowing up a pizzeria and murdering children. They dese-
crate the integrity of God in the eyes of others, thus “carrying” the
wrong message. (It is absurd to think that the Top Ten would contain
something so trivial as telling people not to say, “God damn!”)

Another example is the Fourth Commandment: “Remember the
Sabbath day and keep it holy.” Why should I lose money and not
work, many may ask.

Today, the Sabbath is more pertinent than ever before. There are far
too many intellectually dulling, and spiritually deadening activities
that occupy most people’s time.

The Sabbath teaches us to put aside regular times to elevate and
recharge our batteries. Where and when will we otherwise get our
moments of spiritual uplift?

The Sabbath is meant to be dedicated to family time. Think of
Friday night dinners, going to the synagogue as a family, and unplug-
ging ourselves from distracting electronic gadgetry to interact one-to-

one with our loved ones.
Unfortunately, too many people today never take time off to

spend with family. It’s all work, all the time. Overwork isn’t just
making family life suffer; it is also responsible for a litany of
health woes, from stress-related heart conditions to the ill-
effects of harmful eating habits and lack of exercise.

In another example where the Jewish people at Sinai may
have been puzzled is the Seventh Commandment “You shall
not commit adultery.”

It was the Torah that advanced the profound and revolutionary
notion of the sanctity of marriage, a holy union. Other nations
at the time had no problems with multiple interchanging part-
ners, sodomizing, or acting on physical desires in any way or
time they pleased.

The Jews’ moral code decreed that sexual energy must be har-
nessed properly, channeled in a holy way, with a promised

commitment to a spouse for life. Committing adultery is an affront to
those values.

When reading the Ten Commandments, I can’t help but think how
much the Torah has shaped civilization. Though many of these laws
were probably bizarre to those reading them for the first time, the
great light of these ideas would eventually change much of the world
for the better.
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Weekly Torah readings

Parshas Beshalach and Yitro: The reasons will reveal themselves

By

DAVE GORDON

When reading the Ten
Commandments, I can’t help

but think how much the Torah
has shaped civilization. Though
many of these laws were prob-
ably bizarre to those reading
them for the first time, the

great light of these ideas would
eventually change much of the

world for the better.



Book on interfaith marriage has profound observations about Jews
‘Til Faith Do Us Part
How Interfaith Marriage is
Transforming America
By Naomi Schaefer Riley
Oxford University Press 
New York, 2013, 234 pages
Reviewed by Joseph Leven

Til Faith Do Us Part is a read-
able, comprehensive study of
interfaith marriage in the United
States (and by extension, in
Canada) in the early 21st
Century. It deals with interfaith
marriages of all kinds, but much
of it, particularly in the final
chapters, is about Jews marrying members of other faiths. The author
herself, who is Jewish, has a non-Jewish spouse (He is black and grew
up as a Jehovah’s Witness.) and so is familiar with the subject, both
personally and professionally.

As research for this book Riley commissioned a survey of 1450
Americans in the year 2010. The survey dealt with attitudes and expe-
riences with interfaith marriages and included an oversampling of
adults in interfaith marriages in order to better understand that seg-
ment of the population. Almost every chapter in the book includes
tables of data drawn from the survey and discussion of the data. This
might make for quite a dry read, but Riley prevents that from happen-
ing by including numerous anecdotal experiences of specific individ-
uals and discussion of those experiences. It actually makes for quite
an interesting story.

The chapters deal with all the main issues in sequence, beginning

with the attitudes towards
interfaith marriage of the
various religions, then on
to the issues surrounding
the wedding, raising chil-
dren, religious holidays
and divorce. These are fol-
lowed by a chapter on
Muslims, a chapter on how
churches and synagogues
treat interfaith-married
couples and a final chapter
comparing Jews and
Mormons. The book is
quite comprehensive.

One of the most interest-
ing sections for the Jewish
reader deals with the ques-
tion of how to raise one’s
children in 21st Century
America in order to prevent
them from ending up mar-
rying out of the faith.
Riley’s data and anecdotes
arrive at some surprising
conclusions:

“My survey showed that none of the following things will signifi-
cantly alter the likelihood you will marry someone of another faith:

You attended religious services frequently growing up.
You received some kind of religious schooling.

You characterize your upbringing as very religious.”
This certainly goes against conventional belief that the more

Jewish education your child receives or the more you take
your child to synagogue, the more immunity he/she will
develop to marrying outside the faith. Riley explains this dis-
connect as arising from several factors. The scenario goes
something like this:

Young adults are marrying at a much later age than was the
case in previous generations. They frequently leave home at
an early age to go to university and then spend a long time try-
ing out relationships before they are ready to get married.
During these many years that they are away from home their
ties to religion become much looser. The broad tolerance of
American society allows them to have relationships with part-
ners from other religious groups with relative ease. Society
puts so much emphasis on romantic love and personal fulfill-
ment that any sense of community is often lost. By the time
they are ready to marry, the education and religious practices
of their youth have faded into the past and they choose to
marry out of their faith.

So what can be done? Riley does not have a pat answer to
the question, but she does offer some suggestions in the chap-
ter on Mormons and Jews. She contrasts these two groups,

stating the while 27% of Jews were in interfaith mar-
riages, the number for Mormons was only 12%. She
suggests that one of the main reasons for this difference
is the earlier age at which Mormons tend to marry. The
comparative figures are 26 for Jews and 22 for
Mormons. The LDS (Mormon) church actively encour-
ages its young members to start thinking about mar-
riage at a young age and statistics clearly show that the
earlier a person marries, the more likely he or she is to
marry within the faith.

Not only that, but the LDS church actively engages
the young adults in the church by asking them to serve
a two year mission for men and an 18 month mission
for women in their early twenties. In spending time
representing their church at that age, the young people
tend to return with continued commitment to the
church and a willingness to get married.

Riley contrasts the Mormons with the Jews who by
and large are content to let go of their youth after bar
and bat mitzvah in the hope that they will find their
way back to the religion when they have married and
are ready to raise children. This has proven to be an
unsuccessful strategy.

At a time when interfaith marriage is right at the top
of the list of issues that the American Jewish communi-
ty must deal with, Naomi Riley has written a very time-
ly book that is well worth reading and contemplating.
It should be read by parents, community leaders and
religious figures.
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Do no harm
When students begin the study of medi-

cine, they recite a modern variant of the
Hippocratic oath. Named after
Hippocrates, a highly revered ancient
Greek physician, the essence of the oath is
a solemn undertaking not to harm patients.

Full compliance with the oath is highly
challenging, if not impossible. Knowledge
is forever expanding and what constitutes

“best practice” today may prove to have been harmful when judged
in retrospect through the lens of tomorrow. The dreadful example of
physicians prescribing Thalidomide to alleviate a pregnant woman’s
nausea during her first trimester comes readily to mind. Holding
physicians to a standard of conduct based on information that is
unavailable when they must make critical decisions would obvious-
ly be unreasonable.

There are, however, improvements in the training of physicians
that could result in better medical practice at all times. As will be
shown below, training medical students to interpret statistics appro-
priately might well improve clinical outcomes. 

To support this claim, consider the following hypothetical exam-
ple. Suppose that a serious but rare infectious disease afflicts one
person for every hundred thousand individuals in the population.
There is a highly reliable (but not perfect) test to screen for this dis-
ease. When applied to patients who are infected with the disease,
the test would detect the disease 99 per cent of the time. It would
also correctly indicate that healthy patients are not infected with the
disease 99 per cent of the time. 

Let us further suppose that if a patient has the disease, a highly suc-
cessful treatment is available but this treatment would cause nasty
side effects when applied, in error, to healthy patients.

Now imagine that a random patient undergoes the screening test
for the disease and tests positive. A conscientious physician who
believes that a patient is likely to be infected would certainly wish
to initiate treatment. Given the high degree of reliability of the

screening test, a physician with minimal or no training in statistics
might well conclude that treating a patient who tests positive is
clearly warranted. Alas, the physician’s decision would be wrong
and would probably subject the patient to avoidable harm. 

Most, if not all, physicians recognize the important distinction
between the probability that a patient who has the disease will test
positive (which occurs with a 99 per cent probability) and the prob-
ability that a (random) patient who tests positive is, in fact, infected
with the disease. Yet many physicians would incorrectly conclude
that it is quite likely (in our example) that the patient who tests pos-
itive has the disease and they would strongly recommend immedi-
ate treatment.

In fact, it is highly unlikely that a random patient who tests posi-
tive is infected with the serious disease. The actual probability that a
random patient who tests positive is infected is less than one tenth
of one percent!

This surprising conclusion stems from contributions to statistical
theory made by Rev. Thomas Bayes (1701-1761), an English
Presbyterian minister, mathematician and statistician. 

For a patient to provide informed consent to undergo risky, inva-
sive and unpleasant treatment for a suspected disease, the patient
requires accurate quantitative information and appropriate guidance
from his or her physician. In our (admittedly contrived) example, a
well-intentioned physician whose training in statistics is inadequate
would recommend that a random patient who tests positive should
undergo treatment. In rendering such advice, the doctor would be
violating the Hippocratic oath.

The enormous potential benefits to society from the abstract research
undertaken by an obscure (during his lifetime) mathematician/statisti-
cian three centuries ago could hardly have been anticipated by Bayes
or his contemporaries! Such benefits could only be realized if Bayes’
contribution to statistics were incorporated into the curriculum in the
Faculty of Medicine, alongside chemistry, physiology, anatomy and
biochemistry. By providing medical students with adequate training in
statistics, they would be better equipped to do no harm. 

By

IRWIN LIPNOWSKI
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Harry Warren

We are seniors
Chapter no. 51

In this chapter, we will discuss a little
nostalgia. What was it like when we were
young married couples? Do any of you
remember the time you found packaged
cigarettes too expensive so you started to
roll your own? I was never very good at it.
They came out looking limp, and didn’t
taste that great! When you found another
compatible couple, you went out on dou-

ble dates, possibly taking in the latest movie at the drive-in theatre. 
Do you remember the first car that you bought? Ours was an

Austin A-40 with a sunshine roof. The front shock absorbers weren’t
good. Every time you came to a stop sign the front of the car would
bounce up and down!

What about the first home that you bought? Our first home was on
Rupertsland Avenue in West Kildonan. It was a three bedroom bun-
galow, with less than 1000 square feet and with a 20 year 3.00%
C.H.M.C mortgage.

Our earliest song albums were on wax records! There were the
45’s and the 75’s. And we loved to dance to the music of Paul
Whiteman, Harry James, his trumpet and his orchestra, and Glen
Miller and his orchestra. Our good friend, Clarice Danzker, remind-
ed me that we had Drewry’s skating rink at the corner of Main Street
and Redwood avenue. (It’s a strip mall now). You could skate arm
and arm with your sweetheart, with wonderful recorded music.
After that you could hustle over to Kelekis restaurant, for a delicious
hot dog or hamburger with French Fries! What’s not to like?

Then there were the winter tramps in St. John’s park. Groups of six
to eight couples would put on moccasins and tramp through the
snow at night! There would be a good deal of horsing around. Later,
we would all gather at someone’s home and take off our moccasins
and dance to the music of our favorite bands. Of course, there
would be food and soft drinks, and a little necking on the side.

If you got lucky you might finish with a good night kiss! Today’s
teenagers might expect more!

What about your first apartment block? Our first apartment was on
the second floor at Salter and Anderson Avenue. It was a brick two
story brick building with easy access to the Salter St. bus. Those
were heady days! We had no cellphones, or Blue Ray DVD’s to keep
us occupied. Many of us formed life-long friendships!

Learning to drive a car with a stick shift was a real challenge! The
problem was learning to coordinate the gas pedal with the clutch.
How many children today have learned to drive with a stick shift? It
was embarrassing if the car jerked forward.

Children started to appear soon after. Our first appeared on
February 1952 - our late son Paul. Because I was still employed as
a structural engineer our birth announcement was a small blueprint.

Your life changed forever, before you had a chance to calculate
the cost of rearing and educating a child! You became accustomed
to sleep deprivation, taking turns feeding the baby over night! Some
couples today choose not to have children. We would, however,
respectfully disagree as it has been a wonderful experience!

Our second car was a Morris Minor convertible. The heating sys-
tem was designed for England, not the extremely cold winters we
have in Winnipeg! It was so cold inside the car I wore earmuffs! The
rear steel bumper kept coming off in four o’clock traffic, and had to
be reattached with bailing wire! If you turned off the ignition, it
wouldn’t start again! Consequently, when it came time for me to
trade it in I would leave the motor running outside the Auto Dealers
office, while I made the deal inside. We seniors never had problems
with used cars - right?

By

HARRY WARREN

Iran's Khamenei tops Wiesenthal Center list of anti-Semitic slurrers
JTA) -- Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was No. 1

on the list of Top Ten Anti-Semitic/Anti-Israel Slurs assembled by the
Simon Wiesenthal Center.

Khamenei referred to Israel as the “rabid dog in the region,”
according to the list released on Tuesday.

“Its leaders look like beasts and cannot be called human,” he also
said.

The list included the ultranationalist Jobbik party in Hungary, cit-
ing its deputy leader, Marton Gyongyosi, as calling for a registry of
all Jews in Hungary as a security measure. Gyongyosi also was quot-
ed as saying that “Jews are trying to build outside Israel. There’s a
kind of expansionism in their behavior.”

Several groups calling for boycott, divestment and sanctions on
Israel shared one spot on the list, including the American Studies
Association, musician Roger Waters and The United Church of
Canada.


