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Updates to two stories:
City of Kenora says it is not interested in 

subdividing Town Island – 
will sell to only one purchaser

By BERNIE BELLAN

T
wo stories that we have been following
closely have now taken interesting
twists. In the case of the looming sale

of that portion of Town Island which is not
already owned by BB Camp, the City of
Kenora has clarified that if the rest of Town
Island is sold, it will not be sold to more than
one purchaser. 

In a news story reported in Kenora Online
on December 20, it was reported that City of
Kenora Manager of Development Services
Adam Smith said that, if the island were to
be sold, it “will be sold as a whole (empha-
sis mine), with the exception of the B’nai
Brith Camp property which won’t be affect-
ed.

“ ‘I think there might be some misinforma-
tion in relation to us proceeding with subdivid-
ing the island. We will be selling it in its entire-
ty, at least the part of the island that we own. If
a purchaser did come in and wanted to divide
the island, there is a process they would have
to follow through the ministry of municipal
affairs and housing,”

“ ‘I think people may be perceiving that once
it is acquired, or purchased through say a pri-
vate party, right away they would immediate-

ly be able to com-
mence with develop-

ment. There is further due diligence, especial-
ly through en environmental perspective that
would have to be completed,’ he said.”

However, in the original Expressions of
Interest/Request for Proposals that the City of
Kenora posted in September, the wording of
the EOI/RFP said Kenora would... sell the
lands to an interested party who is prepared to

Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education
awarded judgment in lawsuit brought against

parents of former Gray Academy students

T
he other story
about which
we have been

reporting since
December 2018 has
been the lawsuit brought by the
Winnipeg Board of Jewish
Education against Ido and Rochelle
Raam for unpaid tuition relating to
the 2017-18 school year.

In a judgment delivered by
Justice Shawn Greenberg on
December 17, 2019, Justice
Greenberg found in favour of the
plaintiff (the WBJE) in the amount
of “$7,450 plus pre-judgment inter-
est and post-judgment interest at
the agreed rate.”

The lawsuit attracted consider-
able interest for a number of rea-
sons: It is only the second time in
its history that the WBJE has gone
so far as to sue anyone for unpaid
tuition; the lawsuit was filed in
Court of Queen’s Bench rather than
Small Claims Court – which is the
usual venue for lawsuits claiming
less than $10,000.

In a 20–page decision Justice
Greenberg repeatedly indicated
that she accepted evidence given
on behalf of the WBJE that the
Raams were in default of tuition
payments owed for three children
who had been attending Gray
Academy in the 2017-18 school
year.

J u s t i c e
Greenberg
wrote: “In
my view,
the evi-

dence is clear. The Raams were
provided bursary assistance that
decreased the tuition payable for
their three children to $14,950.
Their request for further financial
assistance was not considered
because they did not provide the
financial disclosure necessary to
support their application. To date,
the Raams have only paid $7,500
towards tuition leaving $7,450
payable.”

However, Justice Greenberg went
on to suggest that the costs that will
be awarded to the WBJE will only
amount to $100. She noted that
“Plaintiff’s counsel indicates that,
although the plaintiff’s full legal
costs to date are $12,000, it is only
seeking costs of $10,000.” Yet,
Justice Greenberg added, “the costs
sought must be reasonable. A
plaintiff cannot…seek re-
imbursement for a costly proce-
dure when a less expensive proce-
dure would suffice” (emphasis
mine).

“Plaintiff’s counsel argued that
the legal costs to her client would
be the same whether this matter

Continued next page. See “Town Island”.

Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education awarded
judgment in case against family in tuition dispute

but costs likely to be held to just $100

Continued on next page. See
“WBJE”.

What is causing the rise in anti-
Semitism in New York?

By JOSEFIN DOLSTEN
NEW YORK (JTA) – For weeks, anti-Semitic attacks have been surg-

ing in and around New York City – from assaults in Brooklyn to the
shooting in Jersey City to the recent stabbing in Monsey on Hanukkah.

What’s still unclear is why the spike is happening now – and whether
the attacks are connected.

The Hanukkah stabbing capped off a year of rising anti-Semitism in the
area. In nearby New York City, anti-Semitic incidents increased signifi-
cantly in 2019. Through September, according to the New York Police
Department, there were 163 reported incidents – an increase of 50 per-
cent from that period the previous year. Anti-Semitic incidents make up
a majority of reported hate crimes in New York City.

But in most cases, the attackers have not stated a clear reason for their
attacks. Unlike the anti-Semitic gunmen in Pittsburgh and Poway, who
both wrote white supremacist manifestos before the shootings, the attack-
ers in Monsey, Jersey City and elsewhere have not tried to justify their
anti-Semitism with an ideology.

“They all had one common theme, which was the hatred of Jews and
that’s the common thread here and that’s what we have to keep our eye
on,” said Evan Bernstein, the New York/New Jersey regional director at
the Anti-Defamation League. “It’s not any one particular group, it’s a
myriad of people. Anti-Semitism is affecting all parts of our society.”

That lack of clarity has left law enforcement, officials and communal
leaders with the task of trying to piece together motives based on clues,
context and the suspects’ backgrounds. In the Jersey City shooting, the
attackers had expressed sympathy with the Black Hebrew Israelites, a
movement of African-Americans who believe they are descended from
the biblical Israelites. Some of the movement’s adherents espouse viru-
lently anti-Semitic views.

The suspect in the Monsey attack also referenced the movement in his
journal, according to a criminal complaint, as well as Hitler and the
Nazis.

The anti-Semitic attacks in Brooklyn, meanwhile, have occurred in
neighborhoods, like Crown Heights, where there has been historical ten-
sion between black and Jewish residents. That peaked during the 1991
Crown Heights neighborhood after a car in a motorcade carrying Chabad
Grand Rabbi Menachem
Mendel Schneerson Continued on page 6. See “New York”.

ADAM SMITH
City of Kenora

Manager of
Development

Services

AARON LONDON
Spokesperson for
“The Friends of 

Town Island”

Dr. Cheryl Rockman-Greenberg
receives the Order of Canada

............page 9



immediately undertake an appro-
priate development (emphasis
ours) that complies with all relevant
regulations and procedures.”

We asked Adam Smith to clarify the apparent contradiction between indi-
cating that a purchaser would be expected to undertake “an immediate
development” and the story that appeared in Kenora Online on December
20. 

Smith responded: “That has been a standard line in our EOI ads and has
since been removed. It is more reflective of properties within town for
which we would like to see a project move ahead right away.”

As well, the Canadian Jewish News has also reported on the story. In a
December 30 story written by Paul Lungen, it is reported that Kenora
Mayor Dan Reynard said that “there’s nothing in the city’s request for pro-
posal that requires the island be turned over to developers. The city is open
to receiving bids from stakeholders who wish to retain the island in its
undeveloped state.“

The CJN story also noted that following an October meeting with the
“Friends of Town Island”, the City of Kenora had “agreed to extend the
deadline for bids until the end of January, to give the stakeholders more
time to look into a bid.” (In our story in the December 25 issue, we mere-
ly noted that the deadline for receipt of proposals was January. We were not
aware that the deadline was the “end of January”.)

In an email dated December 31, however, City of Kenora Manager of
Development Services Adam Smith would not confirm whether any pro-
posals for the purchase of Town Island had been received yet.

I did ask Smith though whether the City of Kenora had received an offer
from BB Camp to purchase the rest of Town Island  in 2014, which is when
the camp purchased 30 acres of the island. He responded that he did “not
have any knowledge of offers to purchase the rest of the island in 2014.” 

Yet, in a CBC story about the proposed sale of Town Island it was report-
ed that, according to Aaron London, “BB Camp has inquired about buying
the rest of the island in the past, but camp officials were told it would be
transferred to a public trust.”

In a subsequent email to me London did confirm that there had been dis-
cussions involving a member of the City of Kenora’s administration back
in 2014 about BB Camp purchasing Town Island in its entirety.

As we also noted in the story that we published in our December 25 issue,

moreover, according to a 2014 story in Kenora Online, a spokesperson for
the City Council of Kenora had said that “they (the city council) are com-
mitted to preserving Town Island in its current natural state and protecting
the fishery and natural habitats on and around the island.”

However, in the intervening years between 2014 – when the sale of Town
Island was averted and BB Camp was able to purchase 30 acres of Town
Island (leaving 156 acres still owned by the City of Kenora) – and the pre-
sent day, the City of Kenora has found itself subject to much increased
social and financial pressures due to a variety of factors.

In a report issued by the Ontario Human Rights Commission in
September 2019 which was titled “Report and recommendations on home-
lessness in Kenora”, it was noted, among other findings, that “Kenora is
facing an immediate homelessness and drug addiction crisis which has a
disproportionate impact on First Nations people who live in the city. (It’s a
crisis where loss of life is foreseeable). The immediate crisis is related to:

o the forced displacement of vulnerable people, including people
with addictions and mental health disabilities, who had been living in a
substandard low-rise apartment building (Lila’s Place), coupled with fires
that demolished two other low-income apartments in recent years

o the recent arrival of methamphetamine (“crystal meth”) from
Winnipeg and associated health and safety-related issues

o the closure of other emergency shelter services at the Fellowship
Centre due to lack of sustainable funding.

In the CJN story, Kenora Mayor Dan Reynard noted his frustration with
the Province of Ontario and the province’s unwillingness to become
involved in helping to provide a solution to the Town Island situation.
According to the CJN story, Mayor Reynard said “talks with the province
went on for years, ‘but it just seemed to get bogged down in the system.’
In the meantime, ‘we’ve got this asset and a big infrastructure deficit with-
in the community,’ he said.”

The 2019 budget passed by the City of Kenora included a major increase
in expenditures for policing. As Mayor Reynard explained in a story report-
ed in Kenora Online in March 2019 “$650,000 of the $900,000 in tax
increases approved weren’t within council’s control, including more than
$400,000 related to an increase in policing costs.

“The increase is connected with a rise in calls for service, the mayor said.
The OPP have said the increase in calls for service is related to the intro-
duction of crystal meth, and there has been a related increase in petty thefts
– including break-ins – officers say is associated with the drug.”

Thus, while many readers are no doubt concerned that Town Island’s
future may be in jeopardy, it is important to be aware of the many factors
that have led to this current situation, especially the much increased diffi-
culties in which the City of Kenora finds itself.

Town Island
Continued from previous page.
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proceeded in this court or Small
Claims Court. I find it hard to
believe that she would have billed
the plaintiff $12,000 for a small

claims hearing. But, in any event, the issue in assessing costs is not what
is reasonable for the lawyer to bill the plaintiff, but what is reasonable for
the defendant to pay.”

Justice Greenberg noted at the end of her judgment, however, that she
will defer final “consideration of the costs issue” until the lawyer for the
plaintiff (Alyssa Mariani) has an opportunity to make an argument that
she is entitled to higher costs because the defendants were given the
opportunity to settle the lawsuit.

As it is, the WBJE may end up paying more in legal costs than it would
stand to recoup from the actual judgment.

As we noted in a story published in July 2019, the original statement of
claim filed by the Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education back in 2018
against the Raams was for $9,383.93 (which included interest accrued to
that point). As we noted in our Dec. 26 issue, we wondered why that
statement of claim had been filed in Court of Queen’s Bench rather than
Small Claims Court (which can deal with claims up to $10,000). We sent
an email in December 2018 to David Borzykowski who, at the time, was
Director of Marketing & Communications for Gray Academy, asking that
question. The response we received was: “As this matter is private, we
have no comment, and we will have no further comment.”

Subsequently, however, as we noted in that July  2019 issue, on March
5, 2019 a new statement of claim was filed by the WBJE against the
Raams, this time for $11,307.78. At the time that the new statement of
claim was filed, we sent an email to Borzykowski, asking why the
amount being sought in March was so much higher that what was being
sought in the statement of claim filed in December. (It couldn’t have been
because of further interest accumulated since the rate of interest for
unpaid tuition was set at 1.5% per month.)

We further asked whether there was any limit as to how much the
WBJE was prepared to spend in contesting this lawsuit.  No response was
received.

We contacted Ido Raam to see whether he will appeal the court’s deci-
sion. Ido says he is considering it, but he feels sorry for Gray Academy
and how much they’ve spent on legal fees already.

WBJE
Continued from previous page.



Jan. 4, 2020 WASHINGTON (JTA) — A
U.S. strike on a vehicle near Baghdad airport
early Friday morning killed Qassem Soleimani,
Iran’s most influential military commander.
Soleimani was the leader of the Iranian Quds
Force, which had ties to American and Israeli
enemies such as Hamas and Hezbollah, and was
directly responsible for some of the actions

against Israel in Hezbollah’s war against the Jewish state in 2006.
Washington has been gripped by talk about what comes next — a real

war between the U.S. and Iran? Iranian strikes on Israel? a string reaction
of chaos across the Middle East? — but little actual insight as to what may
ensue.

Here’s what you need to know about the assassination, and what it
means for American Jews and Israel.

Who was Qassem Soleimani?
Soleimani, 62, a general, ran the unconventional warfare arm of Iran’s

Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps. The IRGC itself is an unconvention-
al creature: Separate from and more powerful than Iran’s army, it is dedi-
cated to the theocracy’s religious mission.

The Quds Force operates mostly outside Iranian territory, controlling to a
degree some pro-Iranian militias in Iraq, Syria and Lebanon, and allying
with others. Its most critical alliance is with Hezbollah, the terrorist militia
based in Lebanon that is intertwined with that country’s government.

Soleimani was particularly close to Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.

“The loss of our dear General is bitter,” Khamenei said on Twitter. “The
continuing fight and ultimate victory will be more bitter for the murderers
and criminals.”

American officials have blamed Soleimani for the deaths of at least 600
U.S. troops who have been deployed to the region since the Iraq War in
2003.

Why target Soleimani now?
That’s not immediately apparent. The Clinton, George W. Bush and

Obama administrations all had to deal with Soleimani and his provocations
but did not strike because the possibility of violent retaliation in the Middle
East and beyond was likely.

What is known is that tensions have been rising in the region. Iran and
the U.S. have been taking shots at each other’s forces. Iran downed a U.S.
drone over the summer and wounded Saudi Arabia’s oil delivery capacity.
Late last month, a proxy Iraqi militia killed a civilian U.S. contractor in
Kirkuk. The U.S. retaliated by hitting five Iran-affiliated targets in Iraq and
Syria, killing at least 25 people.

The Pentagon and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said there was intel-
ligence of Iranian plans to attack diplomats and members of the military
throughout the region, but the top lawmakers in Congress apprised of such
intelligence said they were in the dark and demanded to know more. House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said the action was taken “without the consultation
of the Congress,” and the acting Homeland Security secretary, Chad Wolf,
said in a statement that there was “no specific, credible threat” on the
homeland.

Eric Edelman, a former undersecretary of defense for policy under
George W. Bush, praised the action in a conference call organized by the
Jewish Institute for National Institute of America but said Trump should
make a long-term policy clear.

“You don’t restore deterrence with one act,” he said. “It’s got to be seen
as something that’s consistent.”

Tamara Cofman Wittes, a former top Middle East official in the Obama
State Department and now a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution, said
it was hard to discern a pattern in a presidency that alternates between
pledges to pull out of the region and escalations like the Soleimani assassi-
nation.

“Clarity of intentions would be great,” she said. Trump has “announced
our withdrawal from Syria more than once and U.S. forces have still not
withdrawn from Syria. He says he doesn’t want to get into wars and he’s
just engaged in a significant escalation of tensions. There’s a lot of confu-
sion.”

Notably, reports later Friday said the Pentagon was sending at least
another 3,000 troops to the region.

Does Iran retaliate, and when and where?
Iranian officials are signaling they will retaliate, but when and where is

hard to say. Iran has been known to play a very long game. The 1994 bomb-
ing of a Jewish community center in Argentina that killed 85 is believed to
be revenge in part for the 1992 killing of a Hezbollah leader. The killing of
Imad Mughniyeh, a Hezbollah operational chief believed to have been
killed by Israel and the United States in a joint 2008 operation, has yet to
be avenged.

Yaakov Nagel, a former Israeli national security adviser, told the Israeli
daily Yediot Acharonot that revenge in this case was all but a certainty —
Soleimani was several orders of importance greater than Mughniyeh.
Khamenei saw the Quds Force chief as a son.

Michael Masters, who directs the Secure Community Network, the secu-
rity arm of the national Jewish community, echoed de Blasio’s warning.
SCN sent out an alert to Jewish communities after the attack urging them
to be on the alert for suspicious activity.

Masters said in an interview that institutions should double down on their
everyday checks and call into local law enforcement.

“Things as routine as checking access control, making sure doors that are
usually locked are locked, making sure alarms are in working order,” he
said.

He said Iran and its proxies were especially active in cyberattacks and
urged extra vigilance in that area.

“Spearfishing, spoofing attempts, requests for personal information,” he
said. “It is a way of disrupting the community, of undermining confidence,
and having a real impact is very easy to execute. The Iranians and their
proxies have shown particular proficiency with it.”

What does his removal mean for Israel?
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was almost alone among for-

eign leaders in welcoming the strike. France, Russia and China condemned
the attack as destabilizing, and Pompeo spent much of Friday on the phone
with regional and world leaders pledging to de-escalate tension in the
region.

“Just as Israel has the right of self-defense, the United States has exactly
the same right,” Netanyahu said in a statement. “Qassem Soleimani is
responsible for the death of American citizens and many other innocent
people. He was planning more such attacks. President Trump deserves all
the credit for acting swiftly, forcefully and decisively. Israel stands with the
United States in its just struggle for peace, security and self-defense.”

The American Israel Public Affairs Committee also praised the action.
“The president’s decisive action brought to justice one of the world’s

most dangerous terrorists, who was responsible for the deaths of over 600
U.S. servicemen,” the pro-Israel lobby stated.

What the killing of the top Iranian general Qassem Soleimani 
means for Jews, the US and Israel

By

RON KAMPEAS
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Analysis

Myron Love is my new hero
Dear Ed,
“Read the Comment,” Brenda said, handing me the iPad. So I did. In

shock and awe. “Don’t you write anything,” my wife scowled, when I
handed it back. It was a familiar refrain. Perhaps one Myron Love
heard from his partner, when they compared notes. The easiest way to
lose friends and alienate the wilfully blind is to wake them up, with a
slap in the face. That the “racist” in the White House is, in fact, our
best friend is not a message, I suspect, the local Jewish community was
hoping to receive from this prestigious journal. I don’t know Myron
Love, or his political orientation, but his less than complimentary use
of the “l” word is also not likely to garner him much love (to coin a
metaphor) in the foreseeable future. So, in spite of my wife’s sage
advice, I had to express my support and admiration for my new hero.
Fasten your seatbelt, Myron, it’s going to be a bumpy ride! 
Bill Marantz

A letter sent to Prime Minister Trudeau
The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau
Prime Minister Of Canada
Prime Minister:
I am taking the liberty of forwarding on to you a moving message

the Jewish community of England received from its prime minister on
the occasion of the Hannukah celebration.

Naturally sir, a similar message to the Canadian Jewish community
was not forthcoming from you.

Instead you instructed the Canadian U.N. delegation to vote in
favour of a resolution condemning the State of Israel.

Some of us have talked about this attitude of yours towards the State
of Israel and by extension to the Jews of Canada.

In my opinion, having lived in Quebec for some years,  that attitude
is due to the still prevalent but not open anti-Semitism in that
province.

It was ground into you as you were growing up and it unfortunate-
ly seems to remain part of you even to-day.

I voted for you in your first election (wrongly) but not in the last
one.

Is it not possible for you to change?
Yours truly,
Jerome Shore
Winnipeg

LETTERS



Our two front page stories in this issue have
to do with stories whose final resolution
is up in the air. Of the two stories, the

story about the future of Town Island is of much
more importance. It is  of great concern to very
many individuals, not merely individuals who
have an association with BB Camp. Other orga-
nizations, including Camp Stephens and the
Nature Conservancy of Canada have joined with

the “Friends of Town Island” in attempting to negotiate an outcome to the
potential sale of the remainder of Town Island that is still owned by the
City of Kenora and which could satisfy all concerned parties, including the
City of Kenora itself and those organizations and individuals for whom
retaining Town Island in its natural state if of utmost concern.

In writing about this story, I have attempted to be scrupulously fair to all
sides. While the future of BB Camp is obviously of huge importance to
many readers of this paper, at the same time I have been attempting to pre-
sent the City of Kenora’s case as well. In instances such as this it is all too
easy to cast public officials as villains who are intent on pushing ahead with
development plans that could have a hugely negative effect on the interests
of those organizations and individuals for whom protecting the environ-
ment is of paramount concern.

We see this issue played out on so many different levels all the time. For
instance, can the Federal Liberal Government satisfy the concerns of envi-
ronmentalists while at the same time that it is building a new pipeline
across B.C. and now, while also contemplating  whether to give the go-
ahead to a massive new tar-sands project in Alberta?

How to resolve competing interests without acceding to all the demands
of one side or another is a challenge at the best of times, but even more so
when it now appears that we are already witnessing the dramatic effects of
climate change. It may seem like a tenuous connection, but the fires raging
in Australia magnify the impact on any issue that has the least connection
to the environment - as does the Town Island story.

Granted, the optics of what the City of Kenora has done by inviting
expressions of interest that might lead to the outright development of the
last major island in the Lake of the Woods that has remained in a relative-
ly pristine state look bad. Yet, Kenora had been working toward a resolu-
tion that would have been satisfactory to all concerned parties, albeit one
that would have required the involvement of the Government of Ontario. In
Kenora’s defense, the fact that the Ontario government has refused to step
in and provide what is really quite an easy solution to this dilemma is more
than a little perplexing. 

Back in 2014, when BB Camp was negotiating the purchase of 30 acres
of Town Island, according to Aaron London the idea of BB Camp purchas-
ing all of Town Island was brought up in discussions with a senior admin-
istrator in the City of Kenora. At the time, Kenora’s position was that it pre-
ferred to negotiate an exchange of lands with the Province of Ontario
whereby Kenora would acquire land equivalent in value to Town Island

owned by the province,
either in Kenora or adja-
cent to Kenora. In return,
the province would have
been expected to place
Town Island into a con-
servancy trust that would
leave Town Island in its
natural state, free of
development.

Unfortunately, while
the Province of Ontario
did have a program in
place to do exactly that
kind of land swap, that
program was terminated
before any kind of deal
between Ontario and
Kenora could be negoti-
ated. 

But, we’re not talking
about trading the island
of Manhattan for similar-
ly valued land here. In
2014, according to Aaron
London, Kenora placed a
value of $2.9 million on
the rest of Town Island.
(BB Camp paid $1.1 mil-
lion for its portion of
Town Island, which is
roughly one-sixth of the

land area of Town Island, so $2.9 million would have been a fair price to
pay for the rest of the island, one would think.) In retrospect, it’s a shame
that Kenora didn’t negotiate the sale of the rest of Town Island to BB Camp
back in 2014. While nothing now would preclude BB Camp or another not-
for-profit group from submitting a proposal to purchase the rest of Town
Island, the danger is that a private developer may offer more. However, as
I note in my article about the current state of affairs, Kenora now finds
itself in a very difficult situation financially. Of course, all governments
claim to be under financial pressures, but in Kenora’s case, as my article
explains, dealing with the challenges presented by social issues that were
not nearly so apparent in 2014 has made the need to find new sources of
revenue (beyond simply adding to taxes on an already heavily taxed prop-
erty base) that much more pressing. 

Ultimately, the Province of Ontario holds the key to finding a ready solu-
tion to this problem. If the holdup to Ontario’s stepping in is bureaucratic
inertia –which is what seems to be at the heart of Ontario’s refusing to pro-
vide a solution thus far, then politicians should step in and override the
bureaucrats who are holding up a solution. 

Yet, we’re in Winnipeg – and hold no sway over anything that goes on in
Queen’s Park in Toronto. Others closer to the scene do, however, and I’m
glad to see that the Canadian Jewish News (following my suggestion to
that paper’s editor, Yoni Goldstein) has run a major piece by former
Winnipegger Paul Lungen on the Town Island situation.

We’ve seen how stories like this have played out before. In writing about
how the Asper Campus came to be built I noted the decisive role that for-
mer Premier Gary Filmon played in getting the former home of the Fort
Osborne Barracks into the hands of the Asper Campus Corporation – for a
very low price. 

Kenora is very far from Toronto and I’m sure it doesn’t take up too much
interest for the vast majority of Ontario provincial politicians, but BB
Camp alumni are numerous in Toronto. There isn’t much time left to come
up with a solution that would see Town Island kept in its natural state for
posterity, but short of an “angel” stepping forward with an offer to purchase
the island and preserve it in its natural state, Town Island’s future as an
unspoiled wilderness area may be doomed. 

(Interestingly, it was in 2015 when an “angel” stepped forward with
$900,000 to save the Gwen Secter Centre from being sold.  Readers may
recall that the National Council of Jewish Women, which owned the Gwen
Secter Centre building at the time, had said it wanted the money to help
fund some sort of “Winnipeg Jewish Recovery and Resource Centre” that
would be a home for both Jewish and non-Jewish residents with addiction
issues. We haven’t heard much about those plans since then.)

So, we’ll wait and see what happens with Town Island. If there any angels
out there – just think: You can have an island renamed in your name and
become a hero to BB Camp campers past and present – along with who
knows how many other “Friends of Town Island” are out there.

As far as our other local news story on page 1 is concerned - about the
lawsuit by the Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education against the parents of
three former students at the Gray Academy, it’s hard to believe that a mat-
ter which could have been resolved quite easily in Small Claims Court
dragged on for over a year  in Queen’s Bench Court.

Without delving into the merits of the case, one can only wonder about
the thinking that led whoever it was at the WBJE who decided this case
needed to be heard in Court of Queen’s Bench rather than Small Claims
Court - which is almost always the venue for claims under $10,0000.

We don’t know for certain what Justice Shawn Greenberg may decide
when it comes to awarding the WBJE costs but, based on her written judg-
ment, it appears most likely that she will award only $100 to the WBJE in
costs. Thus, the likelihood  is that the WBJE will end up paying its lawyer
$10,000 to obtain a judgement of only a little more than $10,000. Sharp
thinking there.
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

Corrections
In our story about Debby Maslowsky appearance at the Gwen Secter

Centre on Friday, December 20, during which Debby provided musical
entertainment following the lunch that was served, we wrote that Debby
sang “well-known Christmas songs - all composed by Jews”. We should
have noted that Debby also sang Chanukah songs.

That same story also referred to funding for the “All About Jews” series
at Gwen Secter that was presented during 2019, and which was produced
by Karla Berbrayer. 

Becky Chisick, Executive Director of the Gwen Secter Centre sent us a
note, in which she wrote: “In the brief article written in the JPN regarding
the ‘All about Jews’ series at Gwen Secter you talked about the funding.
To be clear, the funding for the series in 2019 came from The Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba and the funding to continue the series in 2020 is
coming from the Manitoba Arts Council.”

Short takes
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Rabbi Allan Finkel - Temple Shalom
Welcome to a new year and a new decade! This past year has been

tumultuous, between political turmoil seemingly everywhere and
failed attempts to address climate change. Political correctness and
civility have been replaced by the language of hate, the rise of pop-
ulism, anti-Semitism and intolerance towards minorities. We in
Canada have our own issues – social ills arising from income dispari-
ty and mental illness, for starters.

It is easy to choose despair, but I prefer hope. History shows us that
there are very few years and decades that weren’t tumultuous. Our
advantage (or disadvantage) is that the internet has allowed us, for the
first time, to see it all, live and in technicolour. 

Our challenge - our opportunity - is to continue to live ethically and
embrace tikkun olam, the repair of the world through acts small and
large, each of us according to our skills, capabilities and means.

Hope, for me, is fueled by inspiration, which we can experience alone
(a walk in nature or a great book) or with others. Think of how much
better we feel spiritually during and after our Shabbat services, as we
gather in community and let our beautiful prayers and music wash over
us. Or if you have been to Israel, think back to your first moments at
Lod Airport, even before the intense experiences that followed. 

So, let’s find moments of inspiration. It can be big moments like
arriving in Israel, or for me recently, bringing in Shabbat with 5,000
like-minded progressive Jews at the URJ Biennial in Chicago. But it
can also be the quiet joys of Chanukah shared with young children, or
praying or learning in meaningful congregation or community set-
tings.

The key to us surviving and thriving as Jews is to remember that
hope isn’t a given. It is something we have to activate through inspi-
ration. May we choose hope over despair, and may we always contin-
ue to push for what is right, as this has always been our way. May this
next year and decade be all that and more for you. 

Schedule of events:
Wed. Jan. 8 7:30pm Exploring Israeli Cuisine – a hands-on cooking

workshop led by Ami Hassan, owner of the 
Falafel Place 

Fri., Jan. 10 7:30pm Shabbat Torah service & Women of the Wall, 
led by Rabbi Allan Finkel & David Vamos

Fri. Jan. 17 7:30pm Shabbat service & mini-Limmud led by 
Rabbi Allan Finkel & Janet Goetze

By MYRON LOVE
It would seem that it is not only Western Europe where Jewish communi-

ties are under siege. Now New York City – the home of the largest Jewish
community in the world outside of Israel – would appear to be growing
unsafe for Jews.

The recent spate of attacks against (largely) Hasidic Jews in the New
York/New Jersey – mainly by African Americans, isn’t exactly new but
does seem to be increasing in frequency. 

William Jacobson, in his post on the subject on his Legal Insurrection
website, quotes journalist Armin Rosen – writing for Tablet - as reporting
that “the increase in the number of physical assaults against Orthodox Jews
in New York City is a matter of empirical fact. Anti-Semitic hate crimes
against persons, which describes nearly everything involving physical con-
tact, jumped from 17 in 2017 to 33 in 2018, with the number for the first
half of 2019 standing at 19, according to the NYPD’s hate crime unit. Jews
are the most frequent targets of hate crimes in New York City, and have
been for some time.”

Rosen describes a “typhoon of violence that in other contexts might call
for a Justice Department Civil Rights Division investigation. The fact that
the victims are most often outwardly identifiable, i.e., religious rather than
secularized Jews, and the perpetrators who have been recorded on CCTV
cameras are overwhelmingly black and Hispanic, inverts the perpetrator-
victim dynamics with which most national Jewish organizations and their
supporters are comfortable.”

Recent surveys show that the highest percentage of anti-Semitic views are
found among African Americans – at 24% - as compared to 8% among
Caucasian Americans.

Now, as Jacobson, and Liberal Zionist Debbie Hall (writing for a website
called “Israelly Cool”, points out, the inculcation of anti-Semitism among
a large minority of African Americans has been ongoing for almost 50 years
– starting with the Black Panther movement – a group which, I would note,
was feted by Jewish and other liberals in the 1970s.

The demonization of Jews within the African American community has
been a multi-pronged effort coming from recognized Black community
leaders such as the Reverend Al Sharpton and Nation of Islam leader Louis
Farrakhan – American’s most outspoken anti-Semite - and anti-Zionist
activists that in recent years have worked assiduously to turn Black
Americans against Jews for the purpose of demonizing Israel by blaming
Israel and American Jewish groups for domestic police violence against
African Americans.

Leading the way, Jacobson notes, has been the anti-Zionist “non-Jewish”
group calling itself “Jewish Voices for Peace” (JVP), which launched the
“Deadly Exchange” campaign in 2017 falsely tying anti-terrorism training
of U.S. police chiefs during short visits to Israel with police violence in the
U.S.

“With the spike in anti-Semitic violence in and around New York City, the
campaign by Jewish Voice for Peace and other anti-Zionist groups to blame
Israel and American Jews for police shootings of minorities takes on dead-
ly implications,” Jacobson writes.

With regard to Farrakhan, Jacobson points out that for years, the leader of
the (African American movement) Nation of Islam has worked to promote
virulent strains of anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism alike. He quotes
Farrakhan as claiming that Israel’s creation was ”an outlaw act”, that
Israel’s supporters are ”criminals in the sight of Almighty God’, and that
Judaism is a ”gutter religion”.

In a 1996 speech, Farrakhan said that the Jews were not real, that they
belong to “the synagogue of Satan”, and Jews “have wrapped your tenta-
cles around the U.S. government, and you are deceiving and sending this
nation to hell.“

He has also claimed that the ‘true’ Jews were black North Africans.”
Rather than facing condemnation, leading African American political fig-

ures strive for his support while Palestinian-American propagandist Linda
Sarsour has described him as “the greatest of all time for what he’s done in
black communities”.

The third leg of this troika of evil are Democratic Congressional repre-
sentatives such as Ilhan Omar and Rashida Tlaib who have made repeated
anti-Semitic comments in Congress with some impunity. For some reason,
their fellow Democratic Congressional representatives – including Jewish
representatives, have been rendered silent. The Democrats were only
roused to action when President Trump charged the two with being anti-
Semites. The Democratic reaction was to accuse Trump of “racism” for dar-
ing to criticize Muslims, one of whom is Black.

“I have seen these attacks (against Hasidic Jews in New York) escalate in
the wake of left’s reticence in calling out the anti-Semites among them,”
Debbie Hall writes. “Their silence is tacit endorsement of antisemitism and
has served as a green light for antisemites to commit violence against
Jews.”

It further exacerbates the situation that justice in New York is such that
some of the perpetrators are just getting what can only be called “slaps on
the wrist”. One woman, in particular, assaulted three Hasidic women. She
was freed on her own recognizance and promptly assaulted a fourth woman
(although her religious affiliation was not identified).

Attacks on Jewish Christian institutions,
individuals increasing in frequency
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Dan the Carver carves unique role for himself carving mezuzah casings
D a n n y

W a l d m a n
says that he
has always
enjoyed the
challenge of
doing some-
thing no one
else is doing.
That philoso-

phy has led him to forge a niche creating
hand-crafted mezzuzah casings out of
blocks of wood.

“I started creating mezuzahs casings
three years ago,” says the artist who
goes by the moniker of “Dan the
Carver” and who also produces wooden
bowls, smudge bowls (for Aboriginal
rituals) and walking sticks. “We were
moving into our new house. We needed
a mezuzah, but I couldn’t find one that I
liked. So I took a piece of nice wood and
carved one.”

After that, Waldman began carving
mezuzahs to give as gifts to family and
friends. ‘Everybody like them,” he says.
“So I began making more of them.

“I have developed my own style of carving. Others who have tried using my
techniques have found it difficult acquiring the appropriate tools.”

Waldman has actually come rather late in life to his artistic endeavours. As he
points out, he has worn a number of different job titles including contractor,
insurance agent, medic and operator of a horse ranch. 

Born and raised in Winnipeg, the son of the late Ben and Riva Waldman, as a
young man he first tried kibbutz life in Israel. “We were in Israel for four years,”
he says. “We intended to make aliyah and had applied to join a moshav in the
Sinai. But we couldn’t get bank financing because the banks knew that Israel
was about to return the Sinai to Egypt.”

Having returned to Canada, Waldman settled in Nova Scotia where, for 12
years, he raised horses. “We trained our horses for competitive as well as casu-
al riding,” he recalls. “We also offered therapeutic riding for adults and chil-
dren.”

As a result of significant changes to his personal life, Waldman gave up the
equine business and relocated to Wisconsin. “I was looking for work,” he
explains. “Someone suggested that I take en emergency responder course. I got
a job the day after I graduated.”

His move to Wisconsin was by chance. “I dropped in on some Habonim
friends in Wisconsin and ended up staying for two years,” he says.

In Wisconsin, he worked with crews fighting forest fires. He also spent some
time working on oil rigs in Alberta and B.C.

“It was in Wisconsin where I started carving wooden bowls. Someone gave
me a burl of wood. I carved a bowl out of it. I found that I enjoyed carving and
got more burls.”

But what to do with them? He approached the Madison Museum of Modern
Art and sold his first bowls.

“That was the beginning of my life as Dan the Carver,” he says.

Waldman notes that through all his years of wandering, he
always considered Winnipeg “home”. Thus it was that he came
back home about ten years ago. He soon found working space
at what used to be the Odwak family’s butcher shop on Main
Street near Logan.

“I originally came into this place by mistake,” he recounts.
“There are a number of artists working in ceramics here. I was
offered studio space in the basement. I became the carver in

residence.”
Dan the Carver reports that he has had buyers from out of province as well as

local customers. Some of his creations are on display at the Manitoba Museum
of Man and Nature, Bev Morton’s Wayne Arthur Gallery on Provencher and
Creations on Alexander Avenue. 

Some of his mezuzah casings are on sale in the gift shops at Temple Shalom
and Congregation Etz Chayim.

Waldman notes that he carves his mezuzahs from a variety of different woods
– wood that is often salvaged from sources such as old furniture or fallen trees.
He has produced mezuzah casings carved out of oak, cherry, mahogany, teak,
zebrawood and walnut.

The tools that he uses to carve the mezuzah casings are of his own design.
“There is no catalogue for the tools I need,” he points out. “I have had to adapt
different tools for my usage – and I am still figuring it out.”

Each mezuzah casing is unique, he notes. The standard price, he says, is dou-
ble chai ($36). 

“People can come in and choose a mezuzah from my stock or place an order,”
he says. “It takes a day or two for me to make a new mezuzah.”

Not only does Dan the Carver have the distinction of being the only creator of
mezuzah casings out of wood, but he is also, he notes, the longest serving con-
gregant of the Chevra Mishnayes synagogue in north Winnipeg (having attend-
ed the shul with his father when it was on Robinson Avenue). He rejoined his
family’s shul when he came back to Winnipeg – where his brother, Rob, and
Dan himself are board members. 

“I enjoy helping to make a minyan most Shabbats at the Chevra Mishnayes,”
he says.

Readers who may wish to get in touch with Dan the carver can call 204 999
7197 or look him up on Facebook

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

struck two black children, killing one and
severely injuring the second. Some black
youths responded by attacking Jews in the
area, killing a young Orthodox man, as well

as looting and damaging Jewish homes.
NYPD data obtained by the Jewish Telegraphic Agency show that 60%

of people arrested in New York City from January through September of
2019 for committing anti-Jewish crimes were white. A third of those
arrested were black. However, the data does not break down the incidents
by type of crime, such as vandalism, which represents the vast majority of
incidents, as opposed to assault. JTA has made multiple requests to the
NYPD to get a breakdown of the type of incident but has not received the
data.

Eric Ward, an anti-racist activist who is African-American and frequent-
ly speaks about the danger of anti-Semitism, says Orthodox Jews in
Brooklyn live in many of the same neighborhoods as black people and are
sometimes turned into scapegoats for racism and other societal challenges.

“Black people aren’t in poverty and racial segregation because of the
ultra-Orthodox community,” he said. “They are facing those things
because of longstanding white supremacy in New York, in terms of poli-
cies and in terms of values. The problem is that there is a segment of black
population who believes that Jews can be targeted out of those frustra-
tions, and when bad interactions happen between the ultra-Orthodox and
the black community it reinforces to that smaller part of the black popula-
tion that their anti-Semitic beliefs are justified.”

Earlier this year, the ADL found that 2018 saw the third-highest number
of anti-Semitic incidents since 1979.

“We’re seeing in the United States a general rise in the acceptance of
anti-Semitism, and it is playing out across the political spectrum and
across society,” Ward added.

Some of the assaults may be copycat attacks. Michael Masters, the direc-
tor of the Secure Community Network, a group that coordinates safety
issues for the Jewish community, said there is always a concern of social
contagion, in which individuals may be influenced by the views of prior
attackers – such as the Black Hebrew Israelites – to also commit assaults.

“I think that we have to recognize that there is not a monolithic individ-
ual or group that dislikes us,” he said, noting that threats come from both
domestic and international terror groups as well as those inspired by
Islamist extremism, white supremacy and the Black Hebrew Israelite
movement.

Black and Jewish community leaders have attempted to bridge divides
between the two groups with mixed success. Pastor Gil Monrose, who
leads Mt. Zion Church of God 7th Day, a predominantly black church in
Brooklyn, has worked for years to bridge ties between black and Jewish
Brooklynites, and has organized Israel trips for Brooklyn pastors. He
draws comfort from the longstanding relationships he has been able to
build.

“We are confident that we will get through this together,” said Monrose,
who serves as the director of faith-based and clergy initiatives for
Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams, “because we’re working on
these types of issues for many, many years together.”

New York
Continued from page 1.

Dan the Carver’s mezuzah casings
sell for “double chai” ($36)

Dan the Carver at work in his studio



Larry and Tova Vickar and Jewish Heritage Centre recognize 
Siepman family for World War II rescue efforts

By MYRON LOVE

I
f you are visiting the Asper Jewish
Community Campus and you make a left turn
at the Berney Theatre, you will come to the

Freeman Family Foundation Holocaust
Education Centre. Just to the right of the
entrance to the museum, you will find an area
recognizing a number of very special men and
women who risked their lives and those of their
families to save Jews during the Shoah– 11 com-
memorative plaques - two of which commemo-
rate Dutch immigrants to Winnipeg who helped
to hide Dutch Jews during the Holocaust – and
the other nine recognizing individuals from sev-
eral countries in Eastern Europe.

Soon, there may be an additional name added
to the list.

Alexander and Gisjbertha Siepman and their
sons, Maarten and Christiaan, were vegetable
growers in the village of Nootdorp in rural
Holland. For three-and-a-half years, they hid the
Jewish Bonevitz family in their home.

The Winnipeg connection is this:  After the
war, Maarten Siepman and his wife, Johanna,
immigrated to southern Manitoba  where
Maarten continued to pursue market gardening.

On May 2, 1992, as reported in a story in this
newspaper at the time, acting Israeli Consul
General Oren David came to Winnipeg from
Toronto to present the family with a Certificate
of Honour and medal on behalf of Yad Vashem.

However, 1992 was a long time ago and the
Siepman story of heroism – while still kept alive
by Martin and Johanna’s children and grandchil-
dren, was little known outside the extended fam-
ily.

Now, thanks to the efforts of community lead-
ers Larry and Tova Vickar, that story may
become more widely known. The president of
the Vickar Auto Group first became aware of the
Siepman story in early November as Larry and
Tova were preparing to travel to Israel for the
official opening of the new Stephen J. Harper
KKL-JNF Hula Valley Visitor and Education
Center in the northern Galilee. 

“I was talking to Ryan (Siepman – Vickar
Community Chevrolet service manager) about
our trip to Israel and he mentioned that his
grandfather’s and great grandparents’ names are
inscribed at Yad Vashem among the Righteous
Among the Nations and told me their story for
the first time,” Vickar recalls. “Ryan said that he
would like to visit Yad Vashem himself one day
and see where his grandfather’s and great grand-
parents’ names are inscribed at Yad Vashem.”

Vickar was so impressed by what he heard
from Ryan that – on Thursday, December 12, he
and Tova hosted Ryan, his parents John and
Jane, his brother, Shawn, his sisters, Jennifer and
Kristine and their families and Ryan’s aunt (and
John’s sister) Wilma, during an evening at Rae
and Jerry’s, where he presented Ryan and John
with framed photos of the plaque at Yad Vashem,
accompanied by photos of the trees that were
planted in 1974 at Yad Vashem in memory of the
Siepman Family.

“While Yad Vashem was not part of our itiner-
ary, I made a point of going there to take pictures
of the plaque,” Vickar said.

Thanking Larry and Tova on behalf of the
Siepman Family, John Siepman recalled that for
many years after the war, his dad spoke very lit-
tle about the war years. “It was only after the
Jewish community approached him in the early
1990s and honoured him as one of the Righteous
Among the Nations that we learned about what
he, his parents and his brother did during the
war.”

John Siepman noted that his father was 19
when war broke out. “For Holland, the war was

over in five days,” he said. “Our father wanted to
do something to resist the Germans. His minister
urged him to join the underground.”

In the previous report about the Siepman
Family in the JPN in 1992, Martin Siepman
(who passed away in 2007) had noted that the
Dutch Resistance helped to hide close to
100,000 people – the Bonevitz family among
them. “We didn’t know the family,” he was quot-
ed as saying. “We had no previous connection
with them. We only knew that they were Jewish
and needed our help.

“We weren’t heroes. We just did what we felt
we had to do.”

John Siepman picks up the narrative. “No one
could know that our family was hiding a Jewish
family. The Bonevitz family couldn’t leave the
house during daylight hours. And, when Nazis
did come by the house, my grandmother would
ring a bell to warn the Bonevitz family to slip
out of the house and hide among the beanstalks
until the danger had passed.”

John Siepman added that his dad really appre-
ciated a free trip to Israel – paid for by Harvey
Sarner, a Jewish philanthropist from California –
after the Yad Vashem recognition- as well as a
subsequent trip to Washington, D.C. 

Belle Jarniewski, the executive director of the
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada,
notes that three-quarters of the Netherland’s
Jews were murdered during the Shoah – the
highest number of Jewish victims in Western
Europe, and among the highest proportion in
Europe overall. Many students who have been
influenced by “The Diary of Anne Frank”, have
imagined that this was the general narrative – of
the Dutch hiding Jews. In actuality, that has
become somewhat of a national myth. The truth
is that the Nazis were able to count on the sup-
port of the Dutch Nazi Party, which had a mem-
bership of some 100,000. Dutch police assisted
the Germans in rounding up Jews slated for
deportation to Nazi extermination camps in
Poland, and the national railway company trans-
ported Jews to these destinations.”

“I have often wondered what I would do in
such a situation: Could I do the right thing to
save the life of perfect strangers?” says
Jarniewski, who is also a child of Holocaust
survivors. “It is one thing to risk one’s own
life, which I hope I would do, but it is anoth-
er thing to find the courage to risk the lives of
one’s children. That was the risk these won-
derful men and women took” 

“Individuals like Martin Siepman and his
family and others like them are truly to be
admired for the tremendous kindness and
courage they showed in a time of utter dark-

ness.”
It is written in the Talmud that whoever saves

a life saves the world entire.”
“We hope to add the name of Martin Siepman

and family to the list of those honoured as
Righteous Among the Nations at the Freeman
Family Foundation Holocaust Education
Centre.”
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Adventures in Jerusalem
By SIMONE COHEN SCOTT
Jerusalem, December, 2019

W
hen I call this piece ‘Adventures’, you have to realize who I am.
I’m an elderly Jewish woman. Even before this happened to me
though, I was not into bungee jumping, mountain climbing, deep

sea diving (not even light scuba diving), canoe trips, stock car racing, or
anything like that. Buying myself an apartment in Jerusalem is as adven-
turous as I’ve ever been. That’s a long story, and it’s not one that I’m going
to tell today. But, I was gradually beginning to travel here more than once
in twelve months, and I wanted to stop feeling like the meter is running and
you have to keep doing something because otherwise money is going down

the drain. 
What would it be like to live right here? I would think - wherever in Israel

I was. Looking out the windows of the tour buses, seeing people in the vil-
lages and countryside, wondering who they were and what they were
doing, would set my imagination in motion. So I bit the bullet and bought.
Now, for five months a year, (the winter months of course), I live here.

“What do you do when you’re in Jerusalem?” I am frequently asked.
Well, here’s what: I explore! Hey, that sounds a little like an ‘adventurey’
activity, eh? In my meanderings I come across places not on tourist guide
lists, though they ought to be. For instance, one day I was wandering along
Helena HaMalka Street, contemplating its name. It is not named after
Constantine’s mother, Saint Helena (circa. 300 CE), but an earlier Queen
Helena (circa. 30 CE), ruler of an area partly in today’s Iraq. This Queen
Helena and her two sons converted to Judaism and brought generous gifts
to the 2nd Temple, as well as food during famine for the destitute Jewish
community. Remains of her palace have been excavated in the City of
David, and she also built a mausoleum that was named Tomb of the Kings.
That is where she and her sons are believed to be now buried. 

Anyway, I turned onto Shivtei Israel Street, which would bring me along
behind City Hall, and on it I found the darlingest gift shop, named Yad
LaKashish, meaning ‘lifeline for the old’. This has an interesting back story
too. Early in the 1960s a small group of bookbinders were set up in a little
shop, in an attempt to give them back a sense of usefulness. They began to
do a lively business restoring old books, and very soon the skills of other
destitute elderly were reawakened and put to use. This endeavour has
grown to 10 workshops and 300 elderly artisans. Every item in the shop at
the front of their refurbished building is an original, handmade item, lov-
ingly crafted like your grandparents used to do, but with a modern flair. I
now make an annual beeline to pick up one or a few gifts, and of course I
take out-of-townees there. They’re always delighted and thank me pro-
fusely. Say, if interesting shopping isn’t an adventure, I don’t know what

is!
Last year I was encouraged to go

and see Canada House! What?
There’s a Canada House in
Jerusalem? Much to my surprise, it
was next door to the Yad
LaKashish gift shop. It seemed like
a construction site, and I had trou-
ble finding the entrance (always a
challenge in Israel leading to many
conversations with strangers). I
was shown around inside and
immediately fell in love with the
concept. It was a state-of-the-art
centre of every kind of supportive
activity (except for an outdoor
sports and entertainment area,
which is what was going on behind
the construction barrier). The
building itself, formerly the
Morasha District Community
Centre was named Canada House
at a dedication in 2013, and reno-
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Israel story

This Inukshuk (a manmade stone landmark or cairn built for use by
the Inuit, and other peoples of the Arctic region of Canada), stands in
front of  Canada House in Jerusalem.

Continued on next page.



vated in 2014. What struck
me the most, besides the
beauty of the design, was
the unity of the vision, ris-
ing from what could have
remained a seriously trou-
bled community. (Consider
this, that the street itself is
the old Jordan occupation
border, where Jews and
Arabs lived cheek by jowl,
battling from building to
building during the years
culminating in 1967, and
afterwards, as the newspa-
pers of the 1970s indicate.)
Yet here they are, from the
littlest children, through
high school, waiting, need-
ing encouragement in their
gap year before the IDF
experience, then, after IDF,
on to career development,
trauma assistance, working
through issues in group and
individual counseling, rais-
ing families in troubled
times, evolving to seniors, who have passionately stayed, and many who
have joined, this unique community. The vision is now so strengthened that
it is reaching out to the youth and young adults of the entire city. How fit-
ting that it is tucked in right behind City Hall. 

This year I rushed back to see what had gone on behind the construction
fence. A thousand words would take too much space, so instead I’m using
pictures.

Continued from previous
page.
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Israel story/Community news

In the large foyer of Canada House is a little snack shop
called Yad LaKashish. The pastries and sweets are sur-
prisingly low priced. The treat for me was to learn that
this woman, Simmy Cohen, with a name very similar to
mine, and her son, have been residents in the area all their
lives and…..get this…..the family had owned a butcher
shop/grocery store for several generations, which had
been housed in the building next door, the very place
where the Yad LaKashish shop is now. I think we’ve come
full circle.

Dr. Cheryl Rockman-Greenberg named
as an “Officer to the Order of Canada”

By BERNIE BELLAN
The list of recipients of the

Order of Canada named by
Canada’s Governor General,
Julie Payette, includes Dr.
Cheryl Rockman-Greenberg of
Winnipeg. 

Altogether 120 recipients of
the Order of Canada were
announced in a press release
dated Dec. 28, 2019.

The Order of Canada, which
was created in 1967, is given to
people “whose service shapes
our society, whose innovations
ignite our imaginations, and
whose compassions unite our
communities.”

The press release cited Dr. Rockman-Greenberg for “her contributions
as an academic clinician and physician in the field of genetics, notably in
the treatment of genetic disorders overrepresented in unique popula-
tions.”

Eva Wiseman’s recently published book about a century of Manitoba
Jewish physicians, “Healing Lives”, described Dr. Rockman-Greenberg’s
contributions to the field of genetics:

“Dr. Rockman-Greenberg’s specialty is biochemical genetics. Her pro-
fessional interest include newborn screening and metabolic and genetic
discarders. She helped establish the first clinical laboratory to specialize
in using DNA testing to diagnose genetic disorders. She is a world
authority in the genetics of inheritable disorders among Indigenous,
Hutterite, and Mennonite people. In 2008, Rockman-Greenberg and her
team developed an investigational drug to treat hypophosphataisa (HPP),
a rare genetic condition that causes abnormal development of the bones
and teeth….

“From 2004 to 2014, Dr. Rockman-Greenberg was head of the
Department of Pediatrics and Child Health at the Children’s Hospital of
Winnipeg and the medical director of the Winnipeg Regional Health
Authority’s child health program…

“In 2015, she became a distinguished professor, and she was inducted
into the Medical Hall of Fame in 2018. She is currently a clinician scien-
tist at the Children’s Hospital Research Institute of Manitoba.

Dr. Cheryl Rockman-Greenberg
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ZELMA GERI KIMELMAN
With great sadness we

announce the peaceful
passing of our beloved
mother Zelma Geri
Kimelman (née Mindess)
on December 19, 2019 at
the St. Boniface Hospital.

Zelma was born on Au-
gust 2, 1928, in Winnipeg,
the youngest of four chil-
dren (Ben, Anne, Ralph)
of Fanny and Jacob
Mindess, recent Russian
Jewish immigrants. She
was raised in a large, lov-

ing close-knit family and served as interpreter for her
non-English speaking parents, who worked hard to
make a new life in Canada.

Zel was a vivacious, bright and talented student,
excelling in academics and sports, with a close circle of
friends she maintained throughout her life. She gradu-
ated from the University of Manitoba with a Bachelor
of Science in Home Economics, majoring in organic
chemistry and textile design. She loved teaching and
taught for several years.

Zelma met the love of her life, Edwin Kimelman, a
good friend of her older brother Ralph, and after a
whirlwind courtship, they wed in August, 1949. They
had a happy and successful marriage till Dad passed
away in 2007.

Ed and Zel raised four children who gave them eight
grandchildren: Linda (and Norman – Sarah & Jamie),
Neil (and Colleen – Erin & Kyle), Bruce (and Lynne –
Samantha) and Jodi (and Glenn – Joshua, Jared (and
Mercedes) and Jesse). Zelma adored her eight grand-
children. Family was everything to her. Mom and Dad
instilled strong family values and close family ties we
maintain till this day.

Zelma was a consummate “Chatelaine”, she cel-
ebrated life and family get-togethers, with wonderful
cooking and baking and lots of family and friends. She
was a talented seamstress creating outfits for all her
family. Fashion was important to her, and she was
always beautifully dressed in attire of her own creation.
She loved to sew, knit, crochet, upholster and create
home furnishings. She created several lovely homes
over the years.

Summers were spent at their Falcon Lake cottage,
Mom and Dad built with help from their friends. She
bravely defended us from the bears, who would come
calling at our door.

Zelma was a talented athlete, interested in all sports,
excelled in playing tennis and golf, most recently at
Glendale, with trophies to attest to her prowess.

She maintained a keen interest in the arts and at-
tended concerts, the opera, theatre and loved art shows.
She was an avid reader and loved her book club. She
and Dad loved to travel and took road trips (with all 4
kids in the back of the station wagon, towing a trailer),
cruises and jaunts to Europe, Mexico, Hawaii, and
Israel.

She played bridge and maintained an amazing social
life with friends and family, both in Winnipeg and
winters in Palm Springs.

Zelma was devoted to the Winnipeg Jewish Commu-
nity, ORT, Pioneer Women and the Sharon Home and
did volunteer work for the United Way. She and Ed
endowed the future of the Jewish Community through
a bequest to The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

Most of all Mom loved her family and friends. Rest
in Peace Mom.

Our thanks to the compassionate staff at the St.
Boniface Hospital.

If friends so desire, donations in Mom’s name can be
made to the Jewish Endowment Foundation at 123
Doncaster.

In Memoriam

FRED
LACOVETSKY

who passed away
January 30, 2004

In loving memory of

DORIS
LACOVETSKY

who passed away
January 10, 2013

Always in our hearts and thoughts
— Sadly missed by their loving children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and friends.

DR. WALTER (WALLY)WOLF BLOCH
Zev Ben Baruch v Rachel

January 13, 1930 - January 2, 2020
Dr. Wally Bloch passed

away peacefully at
Riverview surrounded by
his loving family.

Wally was born in
Pietersberg, South Africa
to Boris and Rachel Bloch,
and grew up with his two
sisters, Ethel and Helen.
Wally went on to study
dentistry in Newcastle
Upon Tyne, England. He

met Susana Leistner, from Porto Allegre, Brasil, while
visiting Israel in 1957. Three months after meeting
they got married and moved back to England to start a
life together. After initially living in London, England
and then Johannesburg, South Africa, they emigrated
to Canada in 1978, settling in Winnipeg, Manitoba.
Wally retired from practice in 2018, at the age of 88,
being one of the oldest practicing dentists in Manitoba.

Wally was a gentleman, a true mensch, and was
loved by all who met him. He made everyone he met
feel special. He only spoke kindly of people, and was
a role model to all who had the privilege to know him.
The world would be a much better place if we could all
be a little more like Wally!

He is survived by his loving wife of 61 years, Susana
Leistner Bloch, his adoring children Daniela Jacobsohn
and Anthony Bloch, granddaughters Maxine and Sarah
Jacobsohn, Rebecca and Megan Bloch, son in law Eric
Jacobsohn, and daughter in law Alyssa Bloch. He will
sorely be missed by his family, friends and patients.

We wish to thank the care teams at St Boniface
Hospital and Cancer Care Manitoba; the amazing staff
of the homecare and palliative care programs; and the
wonderful staff of 3E palliative care ward at Riverview
Health Center. In lieu of flowers, please consider
donating to the Riverview Foundation
(www.rhc.mb.ca).

Funeral services were held at Herzlia Adas Yeshurun
Synagogue on Sunday January 5. It was then followed by
a graveside service at Shaarey Zedek Cemetary. The meal
of condolence was held at Herzlia Synagogue. Shiva was
held at 41 Aldershot Blvd. Monday, January 6th through
Thursday, January 9th from 1-3pm and 7-9pm.

EDITH SHPELLER
(1928-2019)

We are sad to announce
the passing of Edith
Shpeller (nee Meyer) on
December 16, 2019.

Edith was born in
Ochtrup, Germany in 1928.
She leaves to mourn her
children Al Shpeller (&
Karen) and Susan
Goldstein (& Jeff), sister
and brother-in-law Rita and
Sam Swire, grandchildren
Josh, Rebecca and Ben
Goldstein and Shayna and
Laia Shpeller, in addition
to her nieces and their fami-
lies.

Edith was predeceased
by her husband Sam, parents Max and Frida Meyer,
mother-in-law Sarah Rabinovitch, sister and brother-
in-law Les and Max Gilmore, sister-in-law and brother-
in-law Pearl and Sam Nepon, brother-in-law and sis-
ter-in-law Irvin and Mabel Shpeller, nephew Les Nepon
and nieces Barbara Nepon and Jodi Swire.

After her family fled Germany in 1938 they came to
Canada in 1940, where they settled in Lorette, Mani-
toba. After living on a farm in Lorette for a few years,
the family moved to Winnipeg, where they operated a
grocery store on Ellice Avenue. In 1958 she married
Sam Shpeller. Sam was a hard working locomotive
engineer for the CNR, who sadly passed away at a
young age in 1982. In 1984 Edith lost her eye site.
While this had a profound impact on her life, it did not
affect her optimistic outlook.

Edith was a wonderful and dedicated mother, sister
and baba. With the help of family, friends and some
wonderful care givers (special thank you to Lolita
Giron) Edith continued to live in the home she and Sam
raised their children, until the fall of 2019. She moved
into the Simkin Centre where she enjoyed her final 2
months. She will be remembered as a kind and gentle
person, who was quiet and easy going, and never
complaining. Her faith was important to her and she
was a member of various Jewish groups including
Hadassah, Pioneer Women and the Gwen Secter Crea-
tive Living Centre. She was also a long-time fan of the
Winnipeg Blue Bombers and received great enjoyment
watching the Bombers win the 2019 Grey Cup. In her
later years her greatest joy was spending time with her
grandchildren. While she was never able to see her
grandchildren, she made each one of them feel as
though she really knew them and made them feel
special. Sleepovers at her house were always a special
treat. Her life was a blessing to us and she will be
greatly missed, but never forgotten.

Funeral services were held at Congregation Etz
Chayim on December 18, 2019. Pallbearers were Jeff,
Josh and Ben Goldstein, Howie and Garry Gilmore and
Barton Faiman. Honorary pallbearer was Sam Swire.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Jewish
Child and Family Service, Gwen Secter Creative Liv-
ing Centre or the CNIB.
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In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and sisters.

MAX
BERINSTEIN

who passed away
February 27, 2004

5 Days in Adar

EVELYN
BERINSTEIN

who passed away
January 9, 2004
15 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SOPHIE
ELFENBEIN

who passed away
January 12, 2006
12 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends.

14th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband, father

and brother

IRVIN
GOLDMAN

who passed away
December 29, 1993

15 Days in Tevet
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
children and brother.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MAIER (MORRIS)

HENOCH
who passed away

December 25, 2018
17 Tevet, 5780

Your strength to survive, love
of life and devotion to family
lives on in all of us. May your
memory always be a guiding
light and a blessing.
– Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, great grand-
children, and family.

1st Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS
ISENBERG

who passed away
December 25, 2004
13th Day of Tevet

Dad, you are forever on our
minds
Always in our hearts
And very deeply missed
— Love your children and
grandchildren.

15th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
32nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

IDA LINDER
LEONOFF
who passed away

December 20, 1988
12th Day of Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by Sheila and Alvin,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

9th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SYD PALAY
who passed away

December 18, 2010
11 days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MIRIAM
POLLOCK
who passed away
January 15, 2017
17 Days in Tevet

—Sadly missed by her
husband, children,  family,
and friends.

In loving memory of

HARRY
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
January 10, 2000
3 days in Shevat

You live on in our memory
and in our hearts forever.

— Sadly missed by his sons,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ERNIE WALTER
who passed away

December 20, 2013
17 days in Tevet, 5774

— Heartfelt remembrance by
Yaron, Micah, Family and
Friends.

In loving memory of

ANNE
WEINSTEIN

who passed away
December 29, 2004

17 Days in Tevet
— Ever remembered and
loved by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and friends.

In Memoriam In Memoriam
Ninth Yahrzeit

ZELMA
ZITZERMAN

14 Tevet 5772-January 19, 2011
Always fondly remembered by
her two children David and
Mira (born and successfully
raised in Winnipeg) and her
five Toronto  grandchildren
Erin and Leah Bedder, Daniel,
Matthew and Hannah
Zitzerman.
— Your ever loving David and
Mira.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MICKEY DINER
who passed away

December 25, 1979
6 days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your family.

In Memoriam

JOSEPH
ROMAN

who passed away
January 25, 2008
18 Days in Shevat

In loving memory of

— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

ESTHER
ROMAN

who passed away
January 8, 2012
13 days in Tevet

12th Yahrzeit 8th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHARLES
DERBITSKY

who passed away
January 10, 2004
16 days in Tevet

— Lovingly remembered by
his wife Doris, and children
Royle, Harold and Shaaron,
and grandchildren.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SHELDON KOHN

who passed away
December 29, 1983

24 Days in Tevet, 5744
His devotion, his inspiration, his
smile gladdened the hearts of those
who had the privilege of loving him.
— Dearly missed by Sheila,
Steven and Andrea,  family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM POLLOCK
who passed away

December 28, 1980
22 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HARVEY
SAWYER
who passed away
January 15, 2011

10th Day of Shevat
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RONDA
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
January 4, 2005
24 Days in Tevet

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
daughters, sons-in-law,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In loving memory of

FAYE SETTLER
who passed away
January 21, 2004
27 Days in Tevet

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by her family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DOLLY
SILVERMAN

who passed away
January 4, 2002
20 days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, great
grandchildren and sister.

JULIE
SOLOMON

who passed away
January 18, 2017

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit 33rd Yahrzeit

EARL
SOLOMON

who passed away
April 8, 1987

In loving memory of

- Ever remembered and sadly missed by David, Lynne & Harvey,
Adam & Beth, Lisa & Dan, and great-grandchildren Meryn &
Kera, Wil, Farrah, & Jadon.

'BECKY'
REBECCA SPRINTZ

who passed away
January 24, 1987

23 Days in Tevet, 5747

In Memoriam

AL
SPRINTZ
who passed away
March 15, 2012

21 days in Adar I

In loving memory of

Memories of you will never die,
as the years roll on and the days go by

— Always in our hearts, their loving children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JANUARY  15

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX BURKE
who passed away
January 1, 1975
18 Days in Tevet

Nothing can ever take away
The love a heart holds dear,
Fond memories linger every day
Remembrance keeps him near.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ANNE (CHANA)
BURSTEN
who passed away

December 24, 1994
21 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SARA (RABER)

HOCHMAN
who passed away

December 28, 2002
23 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LIBBY
GREENFIELD

who passed away
January 22, 2017
24 days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchild, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SONIA BROWN
who passed away
January 11, 1979
12 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and will
always be remembered by your
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. MORRIS
ERENBERG

who passed away
December 21, 2010

14 days in the month of Tevet
— Fondly remembered and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam
24th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

FRED KITTNER
who passed away
January 4th, 1996
12 Days in Tevet

Our lives go on without you
and nothing is the same,
we have to hide our heartache
when someone speaks your name.
The special years will not return
when we were all together,
but the love we hold for you within
our hearts, will be with us forever.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
wife Sylvia and sons Brad and
Mark, and sister-in-law
Charlotte.

In loving memory of

MISCHA
POLLOCK
who passed away
January 9th, 2019

3rd day of Shevat, 5779
Forever loved, remembered
and deeply missed by
his wife Lynn, children
Debbie and Neil (Michelle)
and grandchildren, Benny,
Joshua, Elliot and Shoshana.

In Memoriam



David Stern, longtime NBA commissioner who
guided the league to global popularity, dies at 77
By MARC BRODSKY

(JTA) – David Stern,
who in three decades as
NBA commissioner guided
the league from financial
distress to become a multi-
billion-dollar global enter-
prise, died Wednesday. He
was 77.

His philanthropy through
the Dianne and David Stern
Foundation with his wife
included a number of
Jewish causes, according to
Inside Philanthropy.

Stern had undergone
emergency surgery for a
brain hemorrhage in mid-
December after collapsing
at a New York City restaurant.Stern was a grad-
uate of Rutgers University and earned his law
degree at Columbia. He came to the NBA from
the law firm Proskauer, Rose, Goetz &
Mendelsohn, which represented the league. He
became the league’s general counsel in 1978 and
took over as commissioner from Larry O’Brien.

He served as commissioner of the National
Basketball Association from 1984 to 2014,
increasing its popularity by pushing the individ-
ual talents of such all-time greats as Michael
Jordan, Larry Bird and Magic Johnson. During
his tenure, the league expanded by seven teams

and six teams relocated.
Stern also contributed to
the founding of the
WNBA, which had its
inaugural season in 1997.

“David took over the
NBA in 1984 with the
league at a crossroads,”
Adam Silver, his successor
and also Jewish, said in a
statement, according to
ESPN. “But over the
course of 30 years as
Commissioner, he ushered
in the modern global NBA.
He launched groundbreak-
ing media and marketing
partnerships, digital assets
and social responsibility

programs that have brought the game to billions
of people around the world. Because of David,
the NBA is a truly global brand – making him
not only one of the greatest sports commission-
ers of all time but also one of the most influen-
tial business leaders of his generation.

His foundation was worth about $135 million
and gave away about $2.1 million over the past
year, according to Inside Philanthropy. Jewish
causes include the UJA-Federation of New York,
Scarsdale Synagogue, Westchester Jewish
Community Center and Anti-Defamation
League.
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In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LOU LEIBL
who passed away

December 27, 2002
22 Days in Tevet

You are missed every day
We remember your strong spirit
Wisdom and encouragement
May your soul be at peace

With much love
— Your family and friends

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY (HASH)
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
December 28, 1996

19 Days in Tevet
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

With happy and loving
memories of our beautiful

CLARIBEL
SIMKIN

who passed away
January 6, 1991
20 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered by her
daughters, son-in-law and
granddaughter Nikki.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

We light the twentieth
yahrzeit candle in loving

memory of

BILL
KAMINSKY

who passed away
December 28, 1999

19 days in Tevet
Your spirit lives on and always
will.
Times you laughed, gave advice
or just listened echo in the
memories of all those whose
lives you touched.
You will always be remembered
- your legacy will live on.
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by your loving wife,
children, grandchildren
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISAAC HILF
who passed away
January 5, 1983

20 Days in Tevet, 5743
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his grandchildren
Mel and Esther Verin and
great-grandchildren Jeremy
and Tanya.

Deadline for
the

January 22
issue of

The Jewish
Post & News

is
noon

Thursday,
January 16

David Stern is a member of the
Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame
and the International Jewish
Sports Hall of Fame.

(JTA) — Netflix has aired a new documen-
tary series about the death of Alberto Nisman, a
Jewish prosecutor in Argentina who was assas-
sinated in 2015 ahead of his testimony about
Iranian activity there.

“The Prosecutor, the President and the Spy,”
which went online last week, explores Nisman’s
work investigating connections between Iran
and Argentine politi-
cians in the 1994
attack on the AMIA
Jewish center in
Buenos Aires that
killed 85 people and
wounded hundreds.

Nisman said that
Hezbollah was respon-
sible for the attack.
Later he accused for-
mer president Cristina
Fernández de
Kirchner, who is now
the vice president, and
other officials of ille-
gally helping to cover
up Iran’s involvement
in exchange for com-
mercial benefits for
Argentina, according
to Reuters.

Nisman’s body was
found on Jan. 18,
2015, hours before he
was to present evi-
dence to back up his
claim. His death was
ruled a likely suicide,
but an Argentine feder-
al appeals court later
found that he was mur-
dered.

Kirchner, who was
indicted in 2017 in
connection with the
alleged cover-up of

Iran’s involvement in the bombing, denies any
wrongdoing.

The new series, which examines Nisman’s
death without drawing its own conclusions, fea-
tures interviews with numerous key figures,
including the late foreign minister Hector
Timerman, who was Jewish, and the current
president, Alberto Fernández.
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Netflix airs series on murdered Argentine prosecutor Alberto Nisman
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Yiddish page/news briefs

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
I spent Hanukkah in New York looking for

people to speak Yiddish with. Motl (not his real
name) a Hasidic man I met online came to pick
me up in his car. We spent a lovely time driving
around, talking about how Hasidim and secular
Yiddishists can get together, always making
sure no one notices us. A real Yiddish Hanukkah
miracle!

Upcoming Shows - 
The Jewish Radio Hour

Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays
1:30 - 2:30 PM on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on
the AM dial or online at ckjs.com

On January 12th hear the second part of
Regine Frankel’s interview with Dr. Haskel
Greenfield - Coordinator of the Judaic Studies
Program at the U of M. On the Yiddish segment,
Rochelle Zucker will feature songs with men’s
names in the titles. 

Gerry Posner’s guest on January 19th will be
Jackie Silverberg. 

You can listen to past presentations on our
podcast website:.

https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jew-
ishradiohour

Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHour

Winnipeg/

Israel and Poland slam glorification
of Nazi collaborators in Ukraine

(JTA) — Following a nationalist march in
Ukraine in honor of a Nazi collaborator, the
ambassadors of Israel and Poland protested the
glorification of Holocaust-era war criminals.

In a joint letter sent on Thursday, Joel Lin and
Bartosz Cichocki accused the city government
of the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv of having
“waved the Stepan Bandera banner,” a reference
to a portrait of the Ukrainian Nazi collaborator
that was hung from a municipal building at the
end of a Jan. 1 march honoring Bandera’s 111th
birthday. Hundreds of people attended the
march.

Bandera is revered in Ukraine because he
fought Russian domination alongside the Nazis.
Bandera hoped the Germans would allow his
country independence from the Soviet Union,
though the Nazis later arrested him. Bandera is
not known to have participated in the killings of
Jews, though men under his command did kill
thousands of Jews and Poles.

“Celebrating these individuals is an insult,” the
ambassadors wrote.

The joint rebuke was an unusual move for
Poland and Israel, two countries with deep cul-
tural and economic ties to Ukraine.

The letter also condemned the sponsorship by
the Lviv district of an event celebrating Andryi
Melnyk, another collaborator with the Third
Reich.

Israel’s population on the eve of the
new year hits 9.14 million

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israel’s population
grew by 1.9 percent to 9.14 million in 2019.

The Central Bureau of Statistics released the
statistics on Tuesday, the last day of 2019.

The breakdown of the population includes
6.772 million Jewish citizens, or 74.1 percent;
1.916 million Arab citizens, or 21 percent;  and
448,000, or 4.9 percent, classified as “other,”
including Russian-speaking immigrants who are
not Jewish.

Some 177,000 new births were recorded in
2019, 74 percent to Jewish mothers and 22.3
percent to Arab mothers.

Just over one-fifth of the population increase,
or 34,000, came from immigration, according to
the bureau.



W
e’re not perfect.. Yes, and you’re say-
ing, “So, why is this in the newspaper?”
I’m writing this over winter break. Like

many families, we chose a staycation. We’ve
done some walks and games outside, and a lot of
time to just hibernate, rest and rejuvenate
indoors. All the Hanukah treats were investments
in this: new toys that our twins could play with
for hours, books, warm socks….and a huge gift

for all of us: My husband chose to repaint our main bathroom as part of his
time off.

I know - You’re still thinking: Why is this in the Jewish newspaper?
Well, first, if you’re a Jewish family that celebrates only Hanukah, win-

ter break gets long. It’s a time when the radio and TV are full of someone
else’s holiday celebrations. In a cone of silence, my family has always
turned inwards, to hang out together. My parents used to joke it was the
time of year for wallpapering. (My mom would choose the paper, and my
dad would hang it and curse about wallpaper!) 

This year, we had friends over to celebrate on the second night of
Hanukah, the 23rd. If all stayed on schedule, the big bathroom paint job
would be over by the 27th…when we expected more guests for Shabbat and
Hanukah. Aside from a much improved color and some very important
anti-moisture paint…it also gave us a chance to seek comfort and self-
improvement from within, by focusing solely on our household.

I think my husband gets a great sense of satisfaction when he finishes a
home repair project and feels it is a “job well done.” He dwells endlessly
on the parts that aren’t perfect, and what might be better.

This is connected to the Torah portion, “Vayechi” (Genesis 47:28-50:26)
for a few reasons. This portion is very much about family, connections, our
blessings and our imperfections. Joseph’s father, Jacob, is dying. Jacob’s
dying blessings and wishes are both comforting to some and very uncom-
fortable for others. His need to include Ephraim and Menashe (his grand-
children) and to offer blessings out of birth order strike many as unfair. The
rabbis discuss why Jacob crossed his arms and preferred the younger over
the older grandchild. One wonders why he includes the children of his
favourite child at all. 

Yet, if you think back, Jacob has never been particularly even handed
with his kids. This is the dad that made Joseph the multi-colored coat.
Joseph is the child of his old age. Jacob is unfair. He plays favourites…and
this rubs us wrong as modern parents or family members. Dads shouldn’t
play favourites, right?

When you read Jacob’s predictions (or blessings) for each of his children,
some of them sound generous, and others are really harsh. It’s hard to
imagine how this experience would feel from a modern perspective, it’s so
out of whack with how we see modern family relationships. True, his sons
have not been consistently upright people. However, at least Jacob men-
tions them. He doesn’t even acknowledge Dina…his daughter doesn’t exist
here.

This story remains something I dwell upon because my twins’ Hebrew
names, in part, are Ephraim and Menashe. Their dad’s Hebrew name is
Yoseph (Joseph). Their grandfather’s name? Ya’akov (Jacob)….you get the

picture. Whenever we bless our
kids on Friday nights, we say,
in Hebrew, “May you be like
Ephraim and Menashe.”

Then we translate the prayer
into English. We say: “May you
be like — and we use their
English names.” May they be
like (true to) themselves. 

When we reflect on it, we can
see that even among our patri-
archs, like Jacob, we have
imperfect role models. Jacob
stole his twin brother’s
birthright. He wrestled with the
Divine. He played favorites
with his children in harmful
ways. He was by no means a
perfect person. In a sense, this
is comforting. No matter how
crummy our mistakes or imper-
fect our efforts are, we know
that many Biblical role models
also weren’t perfect. Perfection
may be overrated.

Our best hope is that we be
true to ourselves—continually
striving to seek peace and jus-
tice and pursue it, in a flawed
world. We can commit to doing
our best, within our own partic-

ular skill sets, to making things better.
As we start a new secular year and decade, the 2020s, we have so many

opportunities to reflect on what’s not right about the world. Yet, we can also
gain comfort from
the knowledge
that imperfect
people (and paint
jobs!) can still
make a positive
difference for a
long time to
come. 

Here’s to a bet-
ter world in
2020…imperfec-
tions, warts and
all.

Joanne Seiff is a
freelance writer,
editor and
knitwear design-
er. She’s the
author of several
books, including
one about the
Winnipeg Jewish
C o m m u n i t y —
“From the
Outside In”.
Check her out on
Instagram @yrn-
spinner or read
more on her blog:
w w w . j o a n n e -
seiff.blogspot.com

Comfort in imperfection
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Gerry PosnerThe 2020 season of 
Music ‘N’ Mavens opens
January 14 at Rady JCC

The 2020 season of Music ‘N’ Mavens is bigger and better than ever.
Rady JCC is proud to present the city’s premier winter daytime concert
and speaker series. Produced by Karla Berbrayer, Music ‘N’ Mavens
has a dynamic lineup of stimulating speakers and the best music
Winnipeg has to offer – all available during daytime hours at the Rady
Jewish Community Centre. 

On Tuesday, January 14, An Afternoon with Jennifer Hanson
opens the season with Jennifer Hanson on vocals, Gilles Fournier,
bass, and Murray Pulver on guitar. Jennifer’s torchy vocal style is
among the finest in the current generation of jazz singers. The after-
noon features melodies from the Great American Songbook – with a
touch of Motown. 

Thursday, January 16, John Paskievich, award-winning docu-
mentary filmmaker and photographer, will present an illustrated lec-
ture From the 1970s to Today- through the Lens of a Photographer.
Paskievich’s photographs have been exhibited widely and published in
several books, including The North End and its sequel, The North End
Revisited. In 2019 the Winnipeg Art Gallery featured a large display of
Paskievich’s work ranging from the 1970s to the 2000s, the largest dis-
play of the artist’s work at the WAG. 

Tuesday, January 21, Myroslav Shkandrij will speak on Volodymyr
Zelensky: From Television Star to President of Ukraine. Shkandrij is
Professor Emeritus at the University of Manitoba where he taught in
the Department of German and Slavic studies. His talk will examine
different perceptions of the new president and assess his term in office
so far. 

Concert Passes are the best way to enjoy the series. Not only do they
provide great savings, they permit you to bypass the lines and walk
right into the theatre! Concert Pass holders must arrive at least 15 min-
utes prior to showtime to guarantee a seat. New for 2020 – Support
Music ‘N’ Mavens with a donation of $100 or more, and receive
reserved seating to all concerts for which you have purchased tickets –
as well as a full tax receipt.

A connecting moment

T
here I was planning to go to synagogue
in Toronto in late December when my
throat thought otherwise. I just was not

up to it and I was worried that my cough
might drown out the Torah reader. I thus opted
to attend shul in my apartment and watched
the service at Shaarey Zedek as it streamed
into my apartment. I was glad I did as this par-
ticular day was what I call a “Simcha” service.

I was able to connect with all those called up for an honour, although
none of them knew I was watching. 

I cannot recall a service where everyone that went to the Torah had a
specific reason for being there. The first aliyah was for Steven Cantor,
who was celebrating his 60th birthday. And how did that happen? To keep
it in the family, the second aliyah was for his parents, Allan and Gloria
Cantor, who were recognized and blessed with respect to a pending trip.
I am not sure that it was ever mentioned just where they were off to on
this trip, but it sounded like a longer journey than to Gimli. The third
aliyah honoured Saul and Lolly Guttman on their 62nd anniversary. I
realized they were married two years before Steven Cantor was born -
which fact had little meaning back then, but now they were connected by
their respective aliyahs. Another couple celebrating an anniversary and
were honoured with the fourth aliyah were Lorne and Louise Raber, who
now count 42 years to their total. The Hamishi aliyah or the fifth was
given to Larry Hecht, accompanied by two of his grandsons,  Nathan and
Zachary Bains. The aliyah was in honour of Larry’s birthday (his age was
never mentioned) and also an impending family trip - again to an
unknown destination. 

The next aliyah was not on the birthday or anniversary track, but it was
a tribute to the memory of Marshall and Phyllis Wilder, who died at this
time of the year within two years of each other. Their son David had the
aliayah and he spoke of the contribution his parents made to the syna-
gogue. It was quite moving. The last aliyah was handed  to Lorne and
Bonnie Cham in recognition of their 38th anniversary. For Bonnie, it was
an opportunity to repeat the Haftorah of her Bat Mitzvah a few years ago
or more. In short, it was quite the day and to finish it off, the person who
had the privilege of “Glilah,  tying the Torah mantle,  was Chana Thau,
who was up there in honour of the  recent birth of a new granddaughter. 

What was meaningful to me was that I knew all of those honourees in
one way or another - and this is not a feeling I get in Toronto. That con-
nection or ability to relate to those involved in the service or at some
other kind of function is a gap in my life for sure. Thus, when I see this
parade of my past on my screen, it is significant to me. 

I was struck by the fact that if you added up the Steven Cantor years of
60, and the Guttman years of 62, and the Raber years of 42 to the Chams
of 38, you had a total of 202. If you throw in the zero for the information
provided re the trips planned for the Cantors and Hechts, you have 2020,
which is coincidentally the year we just began. Just what the deeper
meaning of that fact is will have to be an item for a rabbinical discussion.
I might add there were no photos available for these honourees from this
happy time as it was Shabbat. But if you get to Shaarey Zedek, you will
likely see them again.

By

GERRY POSNER

Netanyahu will ask Knesset for immunity
from prosecution on corruption charges

JERUSALEM (JTA) Jan. 1, 2020 — Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu announced that he will ask the Knesset to grant him immuni-
ty from prosecution in three corruption cases against him.

The announcement, broadcast on national television on Wednesday,
came hours before a midnight deadline for the request.

“I intend to ask the Knesset speaker to let me implement my right, my
duty and my mission to continue serving you for the future of Israel,”
Netanyahu said during a news conference in Jerusalem. “There are peo-
ple, who unlike me, did commit grave crimes and they have life-long
immunity. They are just on the right side of the media and the left wing.”

Netanyahu will not be able to permanently avoid a trial on the corrup-
tion charges. Immunity would last only until the Knesset that grants it is
dissolved.

A Knesset House Committee must first consider the request before
sending it to the full Knesset, which needs a simple majority of 61 to pass
the request. But the current Knesset, which was dissolved before it could
actually govern, does not have a standing House Committee, which could
delay Netanyahu’s request and prevent the corruption cases from moving
forward until after the March 2 national election.

Yisrael Beiteinu Party Chairman Avigdor Liberman said his lawmakers
will oppose immunity, which could prevent a majority vote for the prime
minister.

“One who believes there will be nothing because there is nothing will
not avoid coming to trial. It’s either the kingdom of Netanyahu or the
State of Israel,” Blue and White Party leader Benny Gantz said in a state-
ment after Netanyahu’s announcement.


