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New Gunn’s owner Jon Hochman
not planning on any changes to

popular kosher bakery

By MYRON LOVE

G
unn’s Bakery, western Canada’s oldest,
continuous, family-owned bakery is
under new management. Fivie and

Bernie Gunn have passed the torch to a new,
younger owner in the person of Jon Hochman.

“It was time for younger blood,” says Fivie.
Gunn’s Bakery was established by Fivie and

Bernie’s parents, Polish immigrants Morris
and Florence Gunn in 1937 on Selkirk Avenue
- then the heart of the Jewish North End. Next
door was the Hebrew Sick Benevolent
Association Building – which also served as a
venue for Yiddish theatre - and the old Talmud
Torah School was just a block away.

Over the years, in good times and bad, as the
neighbourhood changed and our Jewish com-
munity migrated to other parts of the city, not
only did Gunn’s Bakery survive , but the estab-
lishment flourished – drawing loyal customers
of different faiths and ethnic groups from all
over Winnipeg and beyond.

As well, Gunn’s over the years expanded its
offerings to include kosher cheeses and meats
and catering services for all occasions.

There has been speculation in the communi-
ty for a while that Fivie and Bernie – with no
family members interested in stepping up to
succeed them in business - were looking for a
younger individual to take over the bakery –
and, in Jon Hochman, they have found just the

right match. 
Although just 32, the son of Jerry and

Arlene Hochman already has a lengthy histo-
ry in food preparation and sales. He has been
working in the restaurant industry since he
was a teen – both as chef and, more recently,
restaurant owner. Over the past four years, he
had been the proprietor of Sherbrook Street
Delicatessen.

The deli, which Hochman closed in
September, served Jewish-style favourites
such as smoked meats, corned beef, salami

Fivie Gunn with new Gunn’s owner Jon
Hochman. (Bernie Gunn is away for the
winter.)

Continued on page 9. See “Gunn’s”.



By BERNIE BELLAN

I
n yet another sign of the rapidly changing landscape of what was once
a thriving Jewish oriented food business in Winnipeg, Desserts Plus
announced on January 4 that it would be closing its doors permanently.

It had been less  than two years since Desserts Plus reopened its doors at
what had been its new location at 664 King Edward Street since having
relocated from its longtime location at 1975 Corydon Avenue.

In a post on the company’s Facebook page, Desserts Plus founder Barb
Reiss cited the reasons for the decision that was taken:

Thirty-eight “years ago,” Barb wrote, she “started a small baking busi-
ness. Over the years the rest of the family joined” me “and the company
grew and reinvented itself many times.

“We have had ups and downs since the beginning. We've catered life
cycle events for some families that took them from births to deaths. We've
served the Jewish and general communities in our restaurants, through
catering and in our stores for decades. We've had good customers become
great friends over the years. 

“A number of years ago, in our Corydon location, we started experienc-
ing major problems. Due to power fluctuations we kept losing compressors
on our coolers, freezers and air-conditioners, so in addition to equipment
repairs we also lost a lot of product. 

“We couldn't continue as we were, so we took the opportunity to sell our
building and try to start in a new location. But between the losses on
Corydon and delays finding our new location and then building delays we
started off at King Edward at a deficit. 

“We tried many things, but the fact is that the business we had on
Corydon didn't follow us down the road. So it is with great sadness that we
are closing our doors.” 

Desserts Plus had been operating under the supervision of the Orthodox
Union but as of November 1, it had decided to withdraw from kosher

supervision. At the time it was noted that the lack of community
support was what led to the decision. 

Similarly BerMax Caffé & Bistro had also decided to go the non-
kosher route, as of Rosh Hashanah last year. At the time the inabili-
ty to remain open on Friday evenings and Saturdays was cited as the
main factor in BerMax’s decision not to remain under kosher super-
vision. We note, however, that BerMax has not been open Friday
evenings or Saturdays for the past few weeks.

Now here's something you
won't likely read again for quite
some time, if ever: The first
baby of 2019 in Winnipeg was
born early Tuesday, January 1,
to two Jewish Winnipeg doc-
tors.

In a press release issued by
the Winnipeg Regional Health
Authority, it was noted that
"Saul Avi Udow was born at
12:25 a.m. weighing in at seven pounds, 14 ounces.

"Saul was born at the Women’s Hospital at Winnipeg’s Health
Sciences Centre and is the first child for parents Lana Rosenfield
and Sean Udow. Both parents are doctors in the WRHA’s medi-
cine program."

Not only is Saul the first child for parents Lana and Sean, he is
the first grandchild for both sets of grandparents: Ira Udow and
Marcy Knight; and Stephen and Corky Rosenfield. That's a lot of
firsts for one baby!

Mazel tov to the parents and grandparents!
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Community newsInternational Holocaust
Remembrance Day 2019: 

The Music of Remembrance

The Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada in partnership with
the Canadian Museum for Human Rights and the University of
Winnipeg present two events marking International Holocaust
Remembrance Day. 

Sunday January 27 at Eckhardt-Gramatté Hall (2nd floor,
University of Winnipeg, 2 pm:

Concert featuring music from local composers David R. Scott: Songs
from the Ringelblum Archive and Sid Robinovitch: Eddy’s Story. Also
featuring survivor Dr. Stefan Carter.

Monday, January 28 at the Canadian Museum for Human
Rights (Manitoba Teachers Society Classrooms) 7 pm: a screening
of “The Maestro,” a film directed by Alexandre Valenti: At Barletta, a
small town in southern Italy, a quiet but determined hero has brought
to life an entire history of forgotten music. For over twenty years,
Francesco Lotoro, a professional pianist, has scoured Europe to dis-
cover and record music composed clandestinely in World War II
camps. Aided by his wife and a handful of friends, he has archived
over 4000 scores. By rescuing compositions written in imprisonment,
Lotoro wants to fill the hole left in Europe’s musical history and show
how even the horrors of the Holocaust could not suppress artistic inspi-
ration.

From Prague to Krakow, from Rome to Paris, this is the astonishing
story of a race against oblivion, where each note sounds like a chal-
lenge to the oppressor. For more information about Francesco Lotoro,
please see https://www.jta.org/2012/09/27/culture/man-with-a-mis-
sion-italian-pianist-revives-music-created-in-concentration-camps .

We are grateful for additional sponsorship from the Azrieli
Foundation, the Province of Manitoba, and the University of
Winnipeg.

Admission is free to both events, but seating is limited.
Transportation is available for Holocaust survivors. For general infor-
mation contact Belle Jarniewski jewishheritage@jhcwc.org or by
phone 204-478-8590. To arrange for transportation please contact the
Jewish Child and Family Service main line: 204-477-7430.

Desserts Plus closes

First Winnipeg baby 
born in  2019 is Jewish!

photo supplied by
Winnipeg Regional 
Health Authority
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Looking back Honouring Our Loved Ones 
Rabbi Bill S. Tepper, Temple Shalom 

Whenever officiating a funeral I praise those attending for fulfilling
one of Judaism’s most important mitzvot. 

Jewish death and mourning rituals are sacred duties: arranging for a
grave site; assisting the rabbi with the writing of her/his hesped -
Hebrew for eulogy; informing the community by way of social media,
phone or word of mouth; taharah - preparing the deceased for burial,
undertaken by the chevrah kadishah - holy friends; sh’mirah – guarding
the deceased prior to the funeral; the tossing of earth onto the grave;
reciting kaddish; and shivah – serving as a comforting presence for
mourners. Few if any tasks in Judaism are of more esteemed value.
They are gestures of kindness that can never be repaid. 

Following a period of conversation and planning, members of the
Winnipeg Jewish community now have choices as they pertain to funer-
al and burial rites. Families may be served by the Chapel Lawn Funeral
Home and Temple Shalom’s Beit Chaim Mikdash Shalom Cemetery.
Or, families may continue - as the rest of our community has for so long
- to call upon Chesed Shel Emes and its chevrah kadishah. 

Both Beit Chaim Mikdash Shalom at Chapel Lawn and Chesed Shel
Emes are committed to honouring the needs of our Jewish community
when such needs must so urgently be met. 

Just as our father Abraham - in the Book of Genesis – honoured the
memory of our mother, Sarah, so – thanks to the holy work of Chapel
Lawn and Chesed Shel Emes - shall we. 
Friday, January 11 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Sherry 

Wolfe-Elazar with David Vamos 
Friday, January 18 6:45pm Junior Congregation Shabbat Service

with Rabbi Tepper 
Friday, January 18 7:30pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Tepper

with Janet Pelletier 
Saturday, January 19 10:30am Torah Study with Rabbi Tepper 
Saturday, January 19 7:30pm Havdalah and Evening with the Rabbi.

Details TBA. 
Friday, January 25 7:30pm Shabbat Torah Service lay led by Allan

Finkel with Janet Pelletier-Goetze 
Saturday, January 26 7:30pm Movie Night: “Bombshell” 

The Story of Hedy Lamarr. 
Friday, February 1 7:30pm Shabbat Service “Celebrating Women

Composers” lay led by Sherry Wolfe-
Elazar with Janet Pelletier-Goetze. 
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The untold story of The Tailor Project
By 
NICOLE BRYK 
Special to 
the JP&N

S
ome of them
were tailors,
some of them

were not. Some had
families and some
came alone. Some
of them had sur-
vived concentration
camps, others hid
during the war or
survived other
atrocities by flee-
ing. But these fami-
lies all have a few
things in common. They had survived the Shoah, were living in displaced
persons camps in Europe, and had come to Canada as part of the first
Canadian immigration program bringing Jewish families to Canada; the
Garment Workers Scheme. Very little is known about the tailors and their
families. For the first time, Impakt Labs, with funding from the Max and
Larry Enkin Family Foundation, is seeking the stories of Canada’s tailors
of 1948.

Winnipegger Harold Sosnowicz recalls growing up in a home that also
served as a tailor shop. “He (Harold’s father,  Beniek Sosnowicz) would
have women come to the back door of his home with a jacket and call out,
“Benny, can you do this for me?” 

He then would do the custom tailoring at night on the old Singer sewing
machine, and he and my mum would work in the factory by day in
Winnipeg,” said Harold Sosnowicz to me in a synagogue in the north end
of Winnipeg. “My father was a master tailor born in 1914 in Zambrow,
Poland. He showed inspiring resilience by surviving Zambrov, Auschwitz,
Dachau and a displaced persons camp called Feldarink near Munich where
Ben met and married Genia. For him tailoring was more than just the shma-
ta industry.” 

In 1947, five men began the planning process for the Garment Workers
Scheme, now referred to as the Tailor Project. Survivors of the war had
been in DP camps for a few years trying to rebuild their lives, start families
and reconnect with any family they had left. In this time of rebuilding,
many countries closed their doors to Jewish families, including Canada.
The Canadian Overseas Garment Commission, actively supported by the
Canadian Jewish Congress, persuaded the Federal government that there
was a need for tailors in Canada and that bringing tailors to Canada from
DP camps in Europe was something that would be mutually beneficial. 

After receiving approval from the government to bring approximately 2,500
tailors to Canada to work in garment factories, five men, including Max
Enkin, David Solomon, Bernard Shane, Samuel Posluns and Samuel Herbst
set off for Europe. Upon arrival in Europe these men visited 19 different dis-
placed persons camps to spread a message of hope to those living there. 

For Harold Sosnowicz, what resonated with him was learning for the first
time the story of the five men that went to Europe. “Knowing that five men
went overseas to go to a number of DP camps to bring hope to these peo-
ple is inspiring. These men are heroes for Canada. I wish my father was
around, not even just to talk about his story, but to know the story of these
men and how they managed to bring to Canada over 2,000 tailors.”

Thousands of people applied to come to Canada through this program.
The application involved a sewing test of either sewing a button hole or
sewing on a pocket. Many people were so desperate to leave the DP camps
at the time that sometimes real tailors were paid to take the test in place of
pretend tailors looking to come to Canada.

There were some rules imposed by the Canadian government. First, no more
than 50 percent of the tailors coming could be Jewish. Secondly, none of the
families coming over could have more than two children. Last, single people
were allowed to come alone, but if you had children you had to be married. 

Military ships began to bring families to Canada in early January 1948
until April 1949. The ships were very rocky and many people crossing over
were sea sick. Locations were assigned to tailors. Tailors were told that they
were either going to Winnipeg, Toronto or Montreal and that there would
be a job waiting for them upon arrival. When the families arrived in Halifax
they were put on trains and sent to their final destinations. The Jewish
Immigrant Aid Society ensured that every tailor and their family had a
place to stay. Often these places were just a room in a house with a shared
kitchen and bath. There could be many families that survived the Holocaust
living in one house. 

In most cases, Holocaust survivors became like family to each other
because they had lost their immediate family in the war. In addition to the
rooms provided, the garment manufacturers that had hired the tailors were
requested to give their new employees an advance of $25.00 for married
men and $15.00 for single men. This amount of money was deducted from
their wages until it was paid back to the manufacturer. 

The Tailor Project

Beniek (Ben) and Genia Sosnowicz were two of
2,000 Holocaust survivors who were brought to
Canada following the war and who found
employment in the garment industry.

Continued on page 15. See “Tailor Project”.



In our last issue
we reported on
a lawsuit filed

by the Winnipeg
Board of Jewish
Education against
two parents of chil-
dren who had pre-
viously been enrolled in Gray Academy.

Without delving again into the specifics of that particular lawsuit, the
notion that tuition levels at Gray Academy may be such that they are pre-
venting parents who might otherwise want to send their children to that
school from doing so leads to an entire series of questions.

For one, it would be interesting to know how many parents have pulled
their children from Gray Academy over the years, either to send them to a
Hebrew Bilingual program (which now is available only at Brock Corydon
School) or to another school because of tuition levels at Gray Academy. 

As one might expect, gathering data of that sort is almost completely
reliant upon anecdotal evidence. While there has been a marked increase in
enrolment at Brock Corydon over the past five years, and there has been a
corresponding drop in enrolment at Gray Academy, it is not possible to
draw a direct correlation between the two. It is quite possible, for instance,
that many parents have chosen to enroll their children in the Hebrew
Bilingual program at Brock Corydon without much consideration, if any,
having been given to enrolling them at Gray Academy.

But, if there are parents for whom the tuition levels at Gray Academy
have been particularly onerous, one needs to ask just how much of an
impact tuition levels have had on those parents’ decisions where to send
their children to school?

I took a detailed look at annual reports for Gray Academy for the past
three school years (all of which are available on the Gray Academy web-
site). As well, I looked at information also readily available on the school’s
website about the number of staff employed at that school.

I readily admit that my reporting on Gray Academy in the past couple of
years has greatly antagonized many individuals who either work for the
school or who are closely associated with it. Previously I have suggested
that Gray Academy is top heavy with administrators - and other personnel
who are superfluous to the actual business of educating. As far as the teach-
ing staff goes, however, I admit that I have no particular knowledge of the
competency of teachers.

But, it’s not my role to serve as a cheerleader for Gray Academy – or any
other Jewish organization in this city. When I argue – as I have in the past,
that Gray Academy is top heavy with administrators, I simply rely upon
information that is readily available on that school’s website.

There are only 406 students enrolled at Gray Academy from Grades 1-12.
As I have also been
reporting, Gray
Academy enrollment is
down 25% from what it
was six years ago. Yet,
the Gray Academy
website lists 74 individ-
ual staff members for
those 406 students.
That is a ratio of almost
one staff member for
every five students.
Again, I am not in a
position to comment
whether that is an inor-
dinately high propor-
tion of staff to students.
But, considering that
Gray Academy once
had almost 900 stu-
dents, one wonders
how the school was
ever able to function
back then without such
a high  staff comple-
ment. 

In that respect
though, Gray Academy
is not much different
from many other
Jewish organizations in
this city that have seen
their bureaucracies

grow hugely over time.
Still, here are just some

of the titles of staff listed
on Gray Academy’s web-
site: Head of School,
High School Principal,
Elementary School
Principal, Judaic Studies
Advisor, Director of

Marketing & Communications,  Director of Admissions, Director of
Teaching & Learning. To be fair, it is not possible to determine from the
website alone how many of those positions are full time and how many are
part time. Nevertheless, one might well ask: Why so many administrators
for a school whose enrolment has dropped so substantially over the years? 

Returning to the subject of tuition though, the Gray Academy 2017/18
Annual Report sheds some interesting light upon  sources of revenue for
the school. For instance, total revenues for the school came to $6,935,928
in the 2017-18 school year. 

Of that amount parental contributions made up only 42% of school rev-
enue in the past school year. Provincial government contributions made up
36% of revenue, allocations from the Jewish Federation made up 16%,
while the rest was made up from other sources, including the Jewish
Foundation. 

According to the Annual Report, however, grants from the Jewish
Foundation amounted to only 1% of revenue, or roughly $69,000.
However, when the Jewish Foundation released information to this news-
paper this past summer about designated grants and undesignated grants
that were to be given to Gray Academy this school year – and it is the very
first time the Jewish Foundation has released comprehensive information
about both those types of grants, it was revealed that the Jewish Foundation
would be giving a substantial amount more to Gray Academy this school
year: over $360,000. Based on Gray Academy’s own annual report, that
would amount to a huge increase in funding from the Foundation.

So – what does this have to do with tuition levels? Quite a bit, as a mat-
ter of fact.  According to last year’s annual report, the average amount of
tuition paid per child amounted  to only $5,973. (The top level of tuition
payable is $10,425, while the minimum payable is $2,925.) That means
there was quite a large amount of bursary assistance given to parents.

Now, here’s the rub: There are a great many newcomers to our commu-
nity – mostly from Israel, for whom sending their children to Gray
Academy is not at all a priority. Many of those parents live far from the
school; for others, the importance of receiving a Hebrew education is hard-
ly important when their children are already living in a Hebrew-speaking
environment. For others, receiving a Jewish education is not important
since they lead largely secular lives.

Yet, some of those same parents, under the right circumstances,  would
likely choose to send their kids to Gray Academy. But many of those par-
ents may not qualify for sufficient bursary assistance under present
Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education guidelines that would prompt them
to enroll their children at Gray Academy.

Yet, because enrollment at Gray Academy is so much lower than it used
to be, class sizes have also shrunk, especially in the lower grades. There are
now many classes that have only 15 or 16 students. Would it cost any more
to have a class of 20 or 21 students? I’m not sure of the answer, but logic
dictates that it shouldn’t result in any further increase in costs. 

Wouldn’t it make sense to do everything possible, therefore, to encour-
age those Israeli newcomers to send their children to Gray Academy, thus
increasing average class sizes without causing any significant increase in
cost to the school? Unfortunately, under the present criteria used to deter-
mine bursary assistance many of those parents may not qualify for suffi-
cient assistance, so they simply opt to send their children elsewhere. 

With a combination of cuts to a bloated administration and a more proac-
tive approach to understanding the different situation many Israeli new-
comers are in, i.e. they may hold significant assets which preclude them
from obtaining sufficient financial assistance at the same time that they are
highly indebted, Gray Academy may be able to encourage more Israelis to
send their children to that school. It would be a win-win for both the school
and the parents.

Suing Israeli parents for non-payment of tuition though is highly unlike-
ly to send the right message to Israelis who have come here and who are
not used to the idea of paying anything at all for a Jewish education. As
much as members of the WBJE  might be furious at all the unexpected neg-
ative publicity (especially within the Israeli community here) its lawsuit
has garnered now that the CC - in addition to this newspaper, has reported
on it, perhaps those same members of the WBJE  might want to be more
open to ideas for changing the way Gray Academy is run. 
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Comment

By MYRON LOVE

P
resident Donald Trump’s recent announcement of his decision to pull
American ground forces out of Syria has, not surprisingly, ignited a
firestorm of criticism, not only form the usual hypocrites who condemn

every decision that Trump makes but also some of his own military advisers –
such as his Defense Secretary, General Mattis, who resigned in protest.

But the decision shouldn’t be surprising. After all, Trump’s stated reason for
deepening American involvement in Syria was specifically to destroy the
Islamic terrorist organization, ISIS, which – under the watch of Trump’s presi-
dential predecessor, managed to come out of nowhere and capture several major
cities in Iraq and Syria and a territory larger than many existing countries.

As most readers I would assume are aware, ISIS was responsible for the dis-
placement, murder and enslavement of hundreds of thousands of people.

Well, for the most part, mission accomplished – although ISIS elements still
hold a few villages in southeastern Syria.

Although former President Obama in 2010 demanded that the Syrian dictator,
Bashir Assad, resign (I would argue that the only difference between the brutal-
ity and horror of Assad and ISIS is that the latter openly advertised its atrocities
as a recruiting tool while the former has tried to hide his crimes against his own
people), Obama took no steps toward that goal and American policy has never
been the removal of Assad – at least using American forces – so what purpose
does it serve to keep a couple of thousand American ground forces in Syria?g

There are those who may say that American forces were protecting Israel to
some degree against the easy access of Iranian forces into Syria. In response, I
would argue that Israel can protect itself – thank you – and that Iranian merce-
naries have been pouring into Syria in their thousands for years even with an
American presence.

Then what about the Kurds? Syria’s Kurds have won independence for their
lands in northern Syria, a development that upsets the neighbouring Turkish dic-
tator Erdogan who is threatening to invade and occupy the Kurdish lands – just
as the Turks a few months ago did invade and occupy a smaller Kurdish enclave
called Afrin.

In answer to that concern, there are reports on the website “Debka” that armed
forces from Egypt and the United Arab Emirates are preparing to move into the

Kurdish areas to help defend against a Turkish attack. I think it was Carolyn
Glick who reported that the Turkish army lacks the strength to mount such an
attack. And the Russians may have something to say about that, too. 

So, latest reports indicate that the Turks have already given up on any plans to
attack the Kurdish areas any time soon.

And the Americans aren’t pulling out all at once. As well, American ships and
planes based in the Eastern Mediterranean will still be close enough to fire mis-
siles and drop bombs on Syria if need be – and there is still an American pres-
ence on the Iraqi side of the Iraq-Syria border.

So what does this all mean for Israel? Not much will change. Israel’s Prime
Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, recently stated that Donald Trump’s recent deci-
sion to withdraw American troops from Syria “will not change our policy.”

Although the Russians may react with outrage to Israeli air attacks on Iranian
and Hezbollah targets in Syria, it is largely empty bluster. The Russians have no
motivation to cross swords directly with Israel (and possibly, America) to pro-
tect Iran or Hezbollah.

And I don’t believe that Hezbollah, the Lebanese Shia militia that was creat-
ed by Iran, has any real interest in started a war with Israel. Hezbollah’s leaders
are well aware that in any conflict with Israel, the Israeli air force would destroy
Lebanon.

Syria’s Assad has enough trouble on his hands already.
That leaves Iran. I view the fanatical leadership in Iran as akin to that of Nazi

Germany in the dying days of the Third Reich. Even though they had to know
that the war was lost and that their homeland was being ground to dust, the
Nazis persevered in directing scarce resources to the continuing murder of as
many Jews as possible.

Thus, Iran’s mad mullahs. The people of Iran are in desperate straits. Sixty
percent are living below the poverty line. Inflation is out of control. People
aren’t getting paid. Strikes and work stoppages are widespread and the cry
“death to Khamenei” (the supreme leader) is also widespread.

So what does the Mullocracy continue to do? Sink more money and weapons
and push more mercenaries into Syria in a futile effort to harm Israel and Israelis
while their own country is rapidly collapsing underneath them.

This is crazy.

American withdrawal from Syria no reason to panic

(JTA) – Israeli police want him to be indicted in three separate corruption
cases. He’s embattled from left and right for his attacks on Gaza and his pol-
icy in the West Bank. He’s made a point of cozying up to controversial right-
wing nationalist leaders, from Brazil’s Jair Bolsonaro to Hungary’s Viktor
Orban – and especially to President Donald Trump. Many American Jewish
leaders say his policies are driving away Diaspora Jews.

And if the upcoming Israeli election were to be held today, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu would almost definitely win for the fourth time in a row.
Probably in a landslide.

Why? In a sentence, it’s because enough Israelis trust him with their securi-
ty. To his voters, everything else is commentary.

“They think that if he may have received bribes or played with Israel’s tele-
com market to have personal gain, this has nothing to do with the way he con-
fronts Iran or the way he handles things in Syria,” said Israeli political jour-
nalist Tal Schneider, referring to some of the corruption allegations against
Netanyahu.

“I think in Israel, you win elections on security issues only,” she said. “It’s
very easy to speak to people’s fears because in Israel, fears are real. It’s in peo-
ple’s lives on a daily basis.”

Polls ahead of the April 9 election have Netanyahu’s Likud party holding a
wide lead over a growing group of competitors in the opposition. Likud is slat-
ed to win around 30 seats in Israel’s 120-seat parliament, the Knesset, putting
Netanyahu in the best position to form a ruling coalition. His closest oppo-
nents would get half that number.

It’s the security, stupid
Netanyahu’s international critics – the United Nations, the European

Union, the former Obama administration, liberal American Jewish groups,
leading liberal newspapers – have portrayed him as too aggressive in Gaza,
too cavalier with the lives of Palestinian civilians and unwilling to make
peace with the Palestinian Authority. That’s not to mention the protests over
his policies on African asylum seekers, religious pluralism in Israel or the sta-
tus of Arab Israelis. But in Israel, polls show that most Jews think Netanyahu
is not aggressive enough in Gaza. In November, his defense minister resigned,
complaining that Netanyahu was too risk-averse in deploying the military.
When it comes to the army, his centrist rivals have only tried to talk tougher
than the prime minister.

In 2014, following a war in Gaza that saw Israel pilloried in international
forums, a left-leaning group of former generals praised Netanyahu for his
“level-headed leadership.” Jewish Israelis tend to see their fighting in Gaza as
a necessary response, not a war of choice.

On the diplomatic front, both Israelis and Palestinians have despaired of any
hope for a peace accord anytime soon. The other topics – from minority rights
to religious policy – generally don’t even register as election issues in Israel.

“Security is pretty much always the number-one issue for Israeli voters, and
it comes before the diplomatic front when Israelis rank their priorities in

polls,” Lahav Harkov, a senior contributing editor for j, wrote to JTA. “He
keeps the focus on security and his credentials as an expert on that front, as
much as possible.”

It’s true that two former Israeli generals, both chiefs of staff, have founded
new parties this year specifically aiming to oppose Netanyahu. But so far, nei-
ther is attacking Netanyahu directly on security issues. Moshe Yaalon, one of
Netanyahu’s former defense ministers, said his party would represent “the
good, values-based, clean-handed land of Israel.” Benny Gantz, a former gen-
eral, has only begun to open up about his platform. In a television interview
Thursday, he said he would leave several West Bank settlement blocs in place
but that an agreement with the Palestinians would bolster Israel’s security.

“We need established, ongoing efforts, in light of any challenge, to reach a
diplomatic accord, with the understanding that this is part of our resilience, this
is part of our security,” Gantz told Israel’s Channel 16. “There needs to be a
real diplomatic effort, without being suckers and without being irresponsible.”

A fragmented opposition
A chorus of other candidates has also failed to match him at the polls. Yair

Lapid, a one-time news anchor and finance minister who leads the centrist
Yesh Atid party, has a strong base but hasn’t been able to broaden his appeal.
The once-robust Labor Party, headed by former telecom executive Avi
Gabbay, is mired in the single digits.

If anything, the multiplicity of new parties may only help Netanyahu by
fragmenting his opponents. The past few elections have seen several new par-
ties spring up, all competing for the same bloc of voters. Meanwhile, the right
has remained relatively united around Netanyahu’s leadership.

Netanyahu’s opponents say the only way to beat him is by joining together.
Ehud Barak, Israel’s most recent left-wing prime minister, said Netanyahu
would be defeated only “if, in the center-left camp, a bloc comes together.” He
called for Yaalon, Gantz and several other opposition parties to unite. But only
the opposite has happened: A center-left alliance, the Zionist Union, split in
dramatic fashion this week.

“The center-right is competing to lead the state, while the center-left is com-
peting in an internal primary to see who has the most power within its camp,”
Ovad Yehezkel, a former centrist Israeli government official, wrote on the
Israeli news site Ynet. “In that sense, the fragmentation of parties helps the
center-right win elections. And paradoxically, the center-left rolls out the red
carpet to the Prime Minister’s office for its rivals.”

Corruption fatigue
Netanyahu’s main problems of late have been the potential indictments

against him and a growing aura of corruption. Former Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert (he ended up going to prison) resigned even before police recom-
mended that he be indicted. But that has already happened for Netanyahu and
he shows no signs of backing down. He has vowed to remain prime minister
even if he is formally
charged with a crime.

Can anyone beat Benjamin Netanyahu?

Continued on page 7. See “Netanyahu”.



I
t’s that time of year again…when it’s too cold
sometimes to go to synagogue. For some
folks, this never happens! For others, they

never intended to go in the first place. Others are
well-intentioned, but aren’t well enough to leave
home when it’s frigid.

Once, my twins, age two, wanted to go to a
Shabbat family service when the temperature
was ridiculously cold–with wind chill below -40.

We bundled them up, got outside (we don’t have a garage)–seat belted them
in, and though the cars were plugged in, car #1 wouldn’t start.

Our hands were stiff with cold as we took off our mitts, got twins out of
car seats, into the car seats in the other car, and then? Car #2 wouldn’t start
either. Dang.

We grabbed the kids, rushed back
indoors, and they screamed. No services.
What would we do? We streamed a ser-
vice from my parents’ Virginia congrega-
tion online. The screaming stopped. The
kids were transfixed.

Sometimes, streaming services at home
is the only answer. However, it’s not the
same as being there. No one knows
whether you stand up and sit down. And if
you sing along? You’re all alone doing it.
If the streaming has a hiccup, well, I’ve been known to give up. (But I’d
only “give up” in person if my kids disrupted things.)

So, it’s fair to say that technology offers amazing benefits, but it’s not
being there in the flesh. There are rabbinic discussions on why streaming
doesn’t fulfill certain mitzvot–and of course, it certainly doesn’t abide by
the traditional things you can “do” on Shabbat.

Why bring this up? I recently learned that the Union for Reform Judaism
is closing down their summer camp for teen leadership development, Kutz
Camp, in Warwick, New York. In the press release announcing its reluctant
close, the Reform movement acknowledged that its 54 years, the camp has
been a living laboratory. Some of the best and most innovative Reform
Jewish experiences happen there. However, today’s teens seek experiences
closer to home, and at different times during the year. 

As a camper for two years and a staff member for one, Kutz Cfamp
offered me the opportunity both to learn a marketable skill and to wrestle
deeply with Jewish music, texts and tradition. The marketable skill, song
leading, allowed me to earn money teaching music at summer camps, reli-
gious schools, and in adult education classes for years. It helped cover
expenses during my undergraduate and graduate degrees. It offered me a
great deal of joy and spiritual meaning. I helped create kid communities
who sang their way right through services–together.

I also joined a program called “Torah Corps,” which allowed me to study

and learn Torah and commentary every camp day with other similarly moti-
vated teenagers. It was a meaningful endeavor, and it gave me an opportu-
nity to feel less alone about my passion for both Jewish text and prayer.

The people who attended Kutz Camp over the years went on to be real
leaders…not just in their congregations, but also in the larger Jewish com-
munity and beyond. Every so often I hear a name pop up, and I remember
someone from summer camp. These are people who make change in the
world far beyond a single summer camp experience. For instance, Debbie
Friedman, the famous song leader and Jewish musician (z”l), got her start
at Kutz Camp.

Dr. Andy Rehfeld, the newly appointed president for the Reform move-
ment’s seminary and graduate school, HUC-JIR, was an admired mentor
and song leader of mine–at Kutz Camp. For years, I toted around cassette

tapes that recorded the entire “NFTY
Chordster”–an encyclopedic “real book”
for Reform Jewish song leaders. I used a
Walkman, boom box, and car stereo. I
learned every single melody that Andy
sang into that recording. 

When I googled Andy’s name, three or
four other names from camp popped
up–all are now rabbis, cantors, educators,
or other leaders. Kutz Camp was an incu-
bator. It attracted teenagers from all over
the US, Canada, England, Israel, and

beyond. Through Kutz Camp, I had contacts all over the continent (and
beyond) for quite a while. When I went far away from home to attend
Cornell University in upstate New York, I wasn’t alone! I went with sever-
al dear friends…from camp.

I’m sad that Kutz Camp will close. It’s sited in a beautiful place, even
though the buildings were falling down even when I was there, around 30
years ago. However, just as online technology-like streaming-has changed
our options when it comes to attending services or Jewish learning online,
it has also taken away the need for some families to send their kids far
away, to camp.

Those face to face leadership incubators, Jewish summer camps, are
priceless. I met people from all over the world at Kutz, just as I knew some
teenagers who did the same at USY, Habonim Dror, and beyond. We give
up some things when we stay home. Maybe it’s the casual exchanges at
shul that we miss. We can’t hear everyone singing harmonies around us in
the Kutz camp congregation. Maybe it’s missing a lifelong friendship, or
even a spouse you met at camp. Sometimes? Maybe it’s better to be there
in person. (That’s assuming your car will start!) 

Joanne Seiff has written for CBC-Manitoba as well as Jewish publica-
tions like this one. She’s the author of three books, including one about the
Winnipeg Jewish Community– From the Outside In: Jewish Post Columns
2015-2016. Read more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com

Jewish technology and summer camp
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Joanne Seiff

By

JOANNE SEIFF

So, it’s fair to say that technology offers
amazing benefits, but it’s not being there
in the flesh. There are rabbinic discus-
sions on why streaming doesn’t fulfill 

certain mitzvot–and of course, it certainly
doesn’t abide by the traditional things you

can “do” on Shabbat.



A
fter a whirlwind
past few months,
Becky Frohlinger

has come home again –
even if only for a short
time.

“I am very happy to be
back and so are my par-
ents (Tom Frohlinger and
Heather Pullan),” says the

musical theatre performer who is appearing in the
current Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre production
of “Matilda”. “There is no place quite like
Winnipeg. No Matter where you go and however
long you aware, you are always welcomed back
here with open arms.”

The 24-year-old Becky is the youngest of the
three talented Frohlinger siblings who all graced
Winnipeg theatre stages while they were growing
up. Oldest sibling, Alexandra, is currently appearing in an American tour-
ing production of “Hello Dolly” while their brother, Joey, has opted for the
business world with a position with Microsoft in Seattle.

“Matilda”, Becky reports, opens on January 10 with a couple of preview
evenings and will be running until February 2. “The production is true to
the book,” she says. “I play the role of the acrobat who is a figment of
Matilda’s imagination. The acrobat is part of a love story that Matilda tells
to her friend Mrs. Phelps, the librarian.”

She notes that she finds it interesting working with the children in the cast
as she understands what it is like – having been a child performer – for the
kids working with adults in musical theatre productions.

“The kids are awesome,” she says. “They are incredibly well-prepared,
totally professional and on top of their game.”

The young performer has been involved in the musical theatrical arts for
as long as she can remember. “I followed in the shoes of my brother and
sister,” she says. “Musical theatre is my passion. I wouldn’t be happy doing
anything else.”

She started dancing lessons when she was five or six. While growing up,
she appeared in multiple RMTC shows including appearances in “Gypsy”
and “White Christmas”. Her last performance here was at Rainbow Stage
as the gingerbread man, “Gingy”, in the 2016 production of “Shrek: The
Musical”. After finishing high school in Winnipeg, Becky applied to a
number of musical theatre schools in the United States. “I auditioned for 14
schools and was lucky enough to be accepted to Elon University in North
Carolina,” she says. “Elon has one of the top five musical theatre schools
in the country. It was an incredible experience. Elon really prepares you for
the professional world.”

After graduation two years ago, she made the natural move to New York
City. After her extended student visa expired, she relocated to Toronto
where she was accepted as a client by the talent agency, “Talent House”.
Soon after, she landed the role of Frankie Valley’s troubled daughter in a
production of “Jersey Boys” which was booked for a Norwegian Cruise
Lines cruise ship’s maiden voyage with 4,800 passengers.

“The show was amazing,” she says. “I was working with creative talent
from the original Broadway production. It was a very high caliber show.”

The six-month cruise launched from the Netherlands, crossed the
Atlantic, traversed the Panama Canal and sailed up the West Coast to
Alaska. It was while doing “Jersey Boys” that she was cast in “Matilda”.
“It was a luxury to be able to line up another role a few months in advance
while still working in a role,” she says.

After Winnipeg,
Becky and the
”Matilda” cast will
be taking the show to
Edmonton and to
Vancouver for
extended runs.

Along with being a
member of the
Canadian and
American Actors’
Equity Associations,
Becky is a member of
ACTRA and has
secured some work
on screen. “It’s a

tough way to earn a living,” she says of acting. “You are going
to hear many ‘nos’, but the few ‘yeses’ are worth the grind.”.

She notes that her ultimate goal of course is to one day play
Broadway.

While Becky Frohlinger is already a somewhat seasoned veteran of the
musical theatre stage, young Winnipegger Sophie Braunstein is thrilled to
be making her RMTC debut in “Matilda” as Alice and as a part of the chil-
dren’s ensemble.

The 13-year-old Gray Academy student says that she has been taking
dancing lessons since she was six or seven and singing lessons since she
was eight. She has participated in dance and singing competitions over the
years but “Matilda” is her first big production.

“I am very excited to be on stage with these amazing and talented per-
formers,” the daughter of Danny and Amy Braunstein says of her fellow
“Matilda” cast members.

She reports that she will be following up her appearance in “Matilda”
with the role of Ruben’s wife in Gray Academy’s upcoming production of
“Joseph and His Amazing Technical Dream Coat” – to be followed by a
role in Winnipeg Studio Theatre’s production of “Seussical the Musical”
wherein she has been cast as Gertrude the bird.

We wish Sophie much success on her budding career in musical theatre. 

Young ex-Winnipeg performer returning home to appear in latest MTC production
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Myron Love

Nora & Harry Warren

Congratulations on your 
70th Anniversary !

Married Jan. 15, 1949

With Love, from your family - 
Marty, Jacquie, 
David & Nikki

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

BECKY FROHLINGER
returning to Winnipeg 
to appear in “Matilda”

SOPHIE BRAUNSTEIN
to make her RMTC debut 

Will that cost him the election? Probably
not, Harkov said. Netanyahu frequently
demonizes the Israeli press (and, like
Trump, often claims that negative articles

are “fake news”). At this point, Harkov said, Israelis are just tired of the
back-and-forth. Netanyahu’s opponents, as well as government watchdogs,
have called his decisions dangerous to Israel’s democracy. But if Israelis are
feeling squeamish, it isn’t showing in the polls.

“There’s so much news about Netanyahu’s investigations that they don’t
take it seriously anymore,” Harkov wrote. “Yes, there are corrupt politicians
who go to prison, but enough people seem to be willing to shrug the latest
things off as just champagne and cigars or point to the incessant leaks to the
media as a sign of bias by both the press and the police.”

Netanyahu’s last election campaign, in 2015, also was plagued with scan-
dal – though he was not indicted. Leading up to Election Day, it appeared
he could lose. But he pulled off a comeback victory, emerging in a stronger
position than before. And the longer he stays in power, Schneider said, the
more inevitable his victories seem. In Israel, there are no term limits.

“The people of Israel don’t see anyone else in Israel who can do it,” she
said. “With the time passing, he’s getting stronger and stronger because
when you sit in that chair, you’re the incumbent. You can use all the facili-
ties to keep promoting yourself.”

Netanyahu
Continued from page 5.



Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN
The Jerusalem Assassin
Written by Avraham Azrieli
476 pages
Published 2012 by www.azrieli.com
Note: This review was first published in 2013. 

On Saturday, November 4, 1995, Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was assassi-
nated by a right-wing extremist by the name of Yigal Amir.

The occasion in which Rabin was gunned down was the largest-ever rally ever
held in Israel to that point, a peace rally organized in support of what was sup-
posed to become the second stage of the Oslo Accords (the agreement under
which Israel agreed to cede authority over parts of the West Bank to the
Palestinian Authority under the leadership of Yasser Arafat).

Considering that it became apparent subsequent to his assassination that Rabin
had been the victim of a well-organized conspiracy by extreme Orthodox Jews
and, that at least one member of Israel’s security service, Shin Bet, was aware
of the details of the plot, it would hardly be considered a fantasy to imagine that
Rabin’s assassination could well have been prevented.

Such is the backdrop to “The Jerusalem Assassin”, a tale of intrigue that is as
fast-paced and well plotted as any modern spy novel. The fact that most of the

main characters are
fearless Israelis, includ-
ing Yitzhak Rabin him-
self, should certainly
make it compelling
reading for anyone who
prefers to think of
Israelis as tough and
resourceful – an image
that has taken a bit of a
beating in recent years.

Yet, author Avraham
Azrieli who, according
to the book jacket,
“served as an officer in
the IDF Intelligence
Corps before graduat-
ing from Columbia
Law School” also
demonstrates a thor-
ough knowledge of a
host of subjects that
would serve to make
this novel one that will
have universal appeal.

Most of the action in
the first part of the book
takes place in Europe,
for instance. Very early

on we are thrust into a dangerous game of Israeli spies chasing after Palestinian
terrorists in France. It soon emerges, however, that these Israelis aren’t working
for the Mossad, but for another, much more secretive Israeli spy agency whose
aims are not at all clear.

In due course we are introduced to the hero of the story, a former Israeli para-
trooper by the name of “Lemmy Gerster”, who had actually grown up in an
ultra-extremist Orthodox sect known as “Neturei Karta. 

“Lemmy” – which it turns out is short for “Jerusalem” – his original name,
has gone deep underground to become a Swiss banker. In due course we learn
the reason for his having assumed an entirely new life: He is the protégé of a
brilliant spymaster by the name of Elie Weiss, who holds the secret to a vast for-
tune that had been amassed by a former senior Nazi during World War II.

Of course it’s all quite fanciful – and it draws upon the writing of such mas-
ters of the craft as Frederick Forsyth, Len Deighton and Robert Ludlum, but
Azrieli is so clever at constructing a very complex, but plausible plot that it is
very difficult to put this book down.

There are so many subplots to the main assassination plot that it can all be
quite confusing, however. What I found especially intriguing though, was the
continuation of a theme that was broached by former Mossad Director Efraim
Halevy when he was here to deliver the Kanee lecture, also in his book “Out of
the Shadows”: That the greatest danger confronting Israel is not external, from
anti-Semites, but internal, from Jews who are willing to commit acts of an
extreme nature against fellow Jews. (I know – this is a difficult concept for Jews
living in the Diaspora to accept, but this is the second book in a row I have now
read that makes that case. I should also note that I had no idea that “The
Jerusalem Assassin” was going to make this case, in case you might think I was
deliberately looking for something that would lend affirmation to the notion that
Jews hating fellow Jews is a very serious problem.)

No doubt it is difficult for Jews living outside of Israel to consider the possi-
bility that ultra-right wing Jews pose a far more serious threat to the stability of
Israel than any external enemies. Yet, as is so thoroughly explained in “The
Jerusalem Assassin”, there is no limit to the extent that many “true believers”
are willing to go in pursuit of a fanatical dream of a “greater Israel” – and one
free of the “corrupting” influences that so much of life in modern Israel sup-
posedly entails.

Some of the most fascinating – and quite incredible scenes in this book occur
in the Mea Shearim section of Jerusalem, home to the most fanatical Chasidim
in Israel, when the hero Lemmy Gerster enlists a former close friend of his, who
is now a leader of Neturei Karta, in a cloak and dagger game with agents from
the Shin Beit (Israel’s internal security service).

Thus, we have elements of the Mossad, Shin Beit, Neturei Karta, Palestinian
terrorists, and Swiss bankers, all brought together in an explosive mix of killing
and car chases, but very little sex. (No doubt if this book ever translates into a
movie that will have to change.)

Oh, did I mention that there are also subplots involving Nazis and Saudi
sheiks? 

It may seem quite a stretch, but Azrieli brings it off in spirited fashion.
“The Jerusalem Assassin” is available on Amazon.com. for very reasonable

prices.
And, if you just want to come out to the People of the Book Club on January

24,even if you haven’t read this book, but might want to hear what others think
of it, anyone is welcome to attend. (See ad on opposite page.)
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A comic drama about survivors 
& those who love them

January 23 – February 10 / 2019

PRAIRIE THEATRE EXCHANGE

PTE.mb.ca
at (204) 942-5483

SPONSORED BY MEDIA SPONSORS

“ (Governor General’s Award-winner) 
MacIvor sees connections hidden to 
most and makes exquisite theatre in  
the process.” — 
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The Jerusalem Assassin
Israeli spy novel provides thrills along with tremendous insights into dangers posed by right-wing extremists
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Rady JCC

Rady JCC and Jewish Post and News

Present Jewish Book Club
Jerusalem Assassin

The Rady JCC and Jewish Post and News are pleased to invite every-
one to the fourth installment of the People of the Book: Jewish Book
Club on Thursday, January 24, 7:30 pm featuring Jerusalem Assassin
by Avraham Azrieli

In the fall of 1995, following the Oslo peace accord, a wave of
Palestinian terror hits Jewish targets; Israel’s spy agencies engage in a
clandestine war in Paris, Zurich, and Tel Aviv. 

But when a beautiful Mossad agent is mortally wounded in
Amsterdam, master spy Jerusalem Gerster pursues her attackers back
to Israel, where he confronts the most powerful forces and uncovers a
sinister conspiracy to perpetrate an unprecedented national catastro-
phe—the assassination of Prime Minister Rabin. 

Sharon Freed returns as facilitator for the Jewish Book Club. She
simply loves reading and her long career as an English and Social
Studies teacher at the Gray Academy gives her a unique perspective. 

The program takes place at the Rady JCC. Everyone is welcome to
attend and refreshments will be provided. 

Registration is welcome but not required. 

For more information, please contact Roberta Malam at 204-480-
7550 or rmalam@radyjcc.com.

Make sure to hold the date for the next People of the Book program
on Wednesday, March 27 at 7:30 pm featuring Rembrandt Affair by
Daniel Silva.

Andrew Williams’ exercise class 
is fun - and challenging!

O n c e
a g a i n ,
the holi-
days are
over and
so are
the extra
stressors
and calo-
ries that

go with December.
I felt that it was time to up my

workout regime and to try some-
thing a bit more challenging.
Walking into Andrew Williams’
class was just that – fun, diverse and
challenging!

So, following my morning medi-
tation routine, a half hour of medita-
tion (which I do every day and night
- just ask my husband) I headed out
to the Rady JCC and Andrew’s class.
He began the workout with half an
hour of spinning, which is a virtual bike class where one watches a screen
while being encouraged to ride harder, faster, and to get out of one’s com-
fort zone. 

After the spinning class, the group proceeded upstairs into the aerobics
studio where the weight portion of the workout continued. Andrew cor-
rected participants’ form and encouraged us to challenge ourselves. The
final component of Andrew’s class was a stretch and cool down - thank
God. 

I noticed, interestingly, that his classes are drawing a higher proportion
of seniors, which is great for overall wellbeing - both physically and
mentally. We’ve all heard about bone density and weight workouts and
how important using weights are as we age.

Andrew tells me he has worked at the Rady JCC for over six years and
has been the coordinator of Group Fitness since October 2017. He teach-
es Sculpt, Group Cycle, and High Intensity Interval Training. 

Andrew is also a personal trainer. He adds that in his free time he
enjoys working on his own fitness. (Just look at his body!) Andrew has
competed in Spartan Beast races in Quebec and Colorado over the last
two years. These races consist of running 20+km on mountains and
obstacles to challenge strength something else I’ll have to try! (Ed.: lol.)

Andrew says he grew up in Waskada, MB. (Where the heck is that?)
Andrew attended one of the smallest schools in Manitoba. There were
only nine people in his high school graduating class. Following his grad-
uation he moved to Winnipeg to study kinesiology at the University of
Manitoba. He reports that he’s always been interested in sports kinesiol-
ogy and that studying kinesiology was a natural fit.

See you at Andrew’s next class!

THE FITNESS MAVEN

By

MEACHELLE BELLAN

and chopped liver. “As I became more
involved in the food industry, I found
myself drawn back to my Jewish roots,”
says Hochman, a third-generation food
industry guy. (The Hochman Family oper-

ated for years the Oasis Delicatessen which was located just about a block
away from Gunn’s.)

“While operating the Sherbrook Delicatessen, I got to know Fivie and
became aware of this opportunity to buy this Winnipeg institution that is
renowned for the quality of its food.”

Fivie adds that he was a regular customer at the deli and was impressed
with Jon’s talent and ability. “I became convinced that Jon was the right
purchase to continue the Gunn’s tradition,” he says.

The deal had a “baking” period of about 14 months.
“I am not planning any changes,” says Hochman of his new kosher bak-

ery. “I am keeping all of the current staff (some of whom go back 35 and
40 years) Down the road, I might add to the product selection. My goal is
to continue to operate Gunn’s as it was under Fivie and Bernie’s leader-
ship.”

Fivie notes that Gunn’s has been the only place where he has ever
worked and, although the bakery has a new owner, both he and Bernie will
be sticking around for some time yet.

“There isn’t the kind of business where we feel that we can just hand
someone else the keys and walk away,” he says. “There is a lot to learn and
we have a lot of information to pass on to Jon. We are anxious to make sure
that Jon is able to succeed and continue to grow the business.”

Gunn’s
Continued from page 1.

ANDREW WILLIAMS with
regulr Rady JCC exercise
class attendee MALINE

SOLOMON



G
rowing up in
Winnipeg with a
dad who is a pilot,

Dr. Samyra Stuart-Altman
had the unique opportuni-
ty to experience different
places growing up –
spending some time in
Thompson, MB, and the

Caribbean – while otherwise being on a fairly com-
mon Jewish childhood trajectory – going to school at
Brock Corydon, then River Heights, followed by
Kelvin.

“One thing I was really drawn to in all the places
we travelled to was animals – hence, my journey into
veterinary medicine, which has become my passion
and profession today,” said Stuart-Altman.

Once she decided on becoming a veterinarian,
Stuart-Altman did her pre-veterinary studies at the
University of Winnipeg (U of W) before moving to
Saskatoon to do her veterinary medicine degree, as
that is the only veterinary school in western Canada.

Even while working toward her vet degree, Stuart-
Altman started working at the practice that she even-
tually decided to join – Central Veterinary Services
in Oak Bluff.

“It’s such a busy and bustling practice,” said
Stuart-Altman. “I had all kinds of experience right
out of the gate...well, even before I was out of the
gate. I’ve set up shop there and have been there ever
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By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

For Dr. Samyra Stuart-Altman, being animal-centred simplifies life

DR. SAMYRA STUART-ALTMAN
“One thing I was really drawn to in all the places we travelled to was animals – hence, my
journey into veterinary medicine, which has become my passion and profession today.”

since.
“We are a mixed animal practice, so we not

only have a large companion animal practice
with dogs and cats, but we also have a mobile
or ambulatory practice. That means that our
vets head out on the road to do farm calls with
horses, cows, alpacas, goats, you name it. If
you can find it on a farm, we see it. It’s a pret-
ty diverse client base, which I really enjoy. I
don’t like the same thing to happen every day,
so that’s exactly what I don’t get at my current
place of employment.”

Stuart-Altman, who lives with her husband
and their two cats, works 10 hour days, which
translate to only four days a week, leaving her
with three days to do as she pleases. While for
most young professionals, this might mean
time at the lake or such, Stuart-Altman prefers
to use her leisure time to volunteer for a myri-
ad of vet-related NGOs.

“I wanted to be a vet forever, since I was
five-years-old,” said Stuart-Altman. “Then, I
graduated and I just wanted to be a really good
vet, so I focused on that. That never ends. My
focus eventually shifted to being able to share
that expertise or skill set, and apply it to, not
only the health of the animals in our province,
but also to the health of the people who live
with these animals in our province.

“So, at that point, I teamed up with a rescue
group, called, ‘Save a Dog Network.’ Our first
project was to do a remote vaccine clinic in
York Landing (northern MB). That was about
three years ago.

“So, we flew up there, to a community where
there had never been a veterinarian before. It’s
a fly-in or winter roads community, as far as
access. We vaccinated about 120 animals, de-
wormed them all. We examined every single
dog or cat that came to us and set up a rela-
tionship with that community, to then come
back numerous times to do a spay neuter clin-
ic...to the point where they don’t really have a
problem with some of the infectious diseases
they were seeing with dogs or the overpopula-
tion they were seeing, or aggressive roaming
dog packs. So, that was the initial project.”

This experience, while exhausting only
fuelled Stuart-Altman’s passion. She started
regularly heading up to northern Manitoba
remote communities, offering veterinary care
that she wholeheartedly believes everyone
deserves.

“I ended up also volunteering with another
group called CARE that focuses on the feline
side of things in the north end,” said Stuart-
Altman. “So, we spay and neuter at a highly
subsidized rate for pet owners that have cats

that need care.
“I also volunteer with Community

Veterinary Outreach, which is a program
across Canada that offers a one-health
approach to veterinary medicine and human
medicine. So, we set up these clinics, where
homeless people bring their dogs or cats.
Clients who are vulnerably-housed or street-
involved who have pets that need care, they go
through a little circuit – getting a veterinary
exam, a dental exam for their pets, but then
they can also move on and get a dental exam
for themselves and a flu shot for themselves.
It’s pretty cool system.”

Besides these, Stuart-Altman also volunteers
for the Winnipeg Humane Society (WHS) on
the board of directors. “I was definitely one of
those kids who’d beg and plead for my mom to
take me to the Humane Society, just so I could
look at the dogs and cats. I went to the
Humane Society day camp when I was a kid.
Being on the board of directors now is full cir-
cle.”

Stuart-Altman also has an artistic side. She
unfortunately had to leave aside her favourite
medium – water colours – as cats would ruin
her work by walking across it. So, instead she
moved onto pen and ink. “This became a way
for me to sit down and relax, and do some-
thing, even if I was on call,” said Stuart-
Altman. “After that, I started accidentally
doing custom portraits for friends’ dogs and
cats. Then, people started hearing about it and
clients asked for it. And, it turned into this side
project, called, ‘Ink Naturally.’”

Stuart-Altman started up a shop on
Etsy.com, selling her work, but also donating it
when shelters have silent auctions needing
prizes, such as a print or a custom-made pet
portrait.

Stuart-Altman’s latest adventure involved
going to Mexico to do a spay and neuter clinic
with other vets from around the world. “I’d
like to take a lot of that information and move
forward with assembling more of an official
task force in Manitoba, so we can make a big-
ger impact locally on our dog and cat popula-
tion,” she said.

“My focus is always going to be in these
remote communities that are under-serviced
and unfairly ignored. But sometimes, all it
takes is seeing somebody doing something
positive and realizing, for future volunteers,
it’s not that hard to get involved. And so, I’d
like to set that example and assemble a bigger
team to make a bigger and faster impact in our
province.”



Wednesday, January 9, 2019, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   11

Community news

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School
Endowment Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching
Fellow, University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Yenta Mash (1922-2013) was born in a small village in Bessarabia. She

survived the war in labor camps in Siberia and immigrated to Israel from
the Soviet Union in 1977 working as a bookkeeper. Since 1990 she pub-
lished four volumes of short stories in Yiddish. Ellen Cassedy translated
some of them in a recent book “On the Landing.” These powerful stories
immortalize the life and death of small village folksy Jews before, dur-
ing and after the Holocaust. 

The Jewish Radio Hour - 
Upcoming Shows

Listen to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM on Radio
Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online at ckjs.com

On January 13/19, Sid Halpern’s show will look back at Jewish come-
dy from the Catskills. Rochelle Zucker will feature Yiddish translations
of popular songs from other Languages. 

On January 20/19, Gerry Posner’s guest will be Ron Charach - psychi-
atrist, poet, letter writer and far more. Osher Kraut’s Yiddish segment will
celebrate Shabbes Shira and Tu B’ Shevat.

You can listen to past shows on our podcast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

We are seniors

How we ended up building a 
cottage at Falcon Lake

Nora and I have had a summer home on
Falcon Lake for years.Why Falcon Lake, you
might wonder, as opposed to Winnipeg Beach,
where I had spent summers with my family
when I was a young gaffer? It all came about
over 60 years ago.

At the time, I thought, I would miss eating
sunflower seeds on the Boardwalk and excit-
ing rides on the roller coaster. And what about

the C.P.R. Pier, where you could meet all kinds of girls and show off your
physique? The penny arcade on the Boardwalk was a challenge! What
about the  movie theatre with all the second run movies, and getting a
plate of French Fried Potatoes at Kelly’s, on Prospect Avenue? On the
other hand, I wasn’t going to  miss the multi hole public bathroom, which
had absolutely no privacy! And what about Larry’s Tango on the down-
town strip? I wouldn’t miss wading out in the lake for about twenty yards
or more before the water came up to my waist! And you couldn’t see your
feet, the sediment was so dense!

Then we heard that the provincial government was developing a new
resort in eastern Manitoba called Falcon Lake. So we drove the 100 mile
trip on what was then just a two-lane highway to discover what it was all
about. This was in the early 1950s and the location was primitive, com-
pared to Winnipeg Beach! By that time all the lakeshore lots had been
taken up,. They were accepting bids on second tier lots - on the south
shore of the lake. We went with our good friends, Ed and Zel Kimelman
and Pat and Paul Kettner.

There were a number of second tier lots available in Block 20 on the
south shore, close to a small semi-private beach. We checked it out, the
water was clear as glass, and we were close to a sandy beach! We inves-
tigated and discovered you couldn’t own the property; all you could get
was a 20-year renewable lease! You had to submit plans for a minimum
20 by 24 foot cottage. We had to clear the land ourselves! Yes, we were
young and foolish then! We weren’t homesteaders, we were just a few
city slickers!

We agreed that the Warrens would hire a contractor to put up a 20 by
24 foot cabin first and then we could use that to build cabins for the
Kimelmans and Kettners. In due course, we had all of our cabins in place!
Then next problem was to get rid of the outdoor biffys and get some
plumbing to our cabins. Since our cabin was the closest to the lake we
hired a contractor to find out if we could drill down to the water table.
Not a chance! We would have to figure some way of bringing lake water
to our cabin. Piping it in from the lake seemed logical! (To be continued.)

Then, there was the story about the two lineups at St. Peter’s Gate. A
sign on one stated: “All men who have been dominated by their wives
during their life time please stand in this line.” The second line was for
“independent men” There was only one small Jewish man standing in
that line. St. Peter asked him, “Why are you standing in that line?” He
replied, “Because my wife told me to stand here.”

By

HARRY WARREN
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ARNOLD EARL PACKER
It is with great sadness

that we announce the pass-
ing of our dear father,
brother and Zaida Arnold
Earl Packer on December
18, 2018 at the age of 85
with his daughter Cheryl
by his side. Arnold was
predeceased by his parents
Percy and Rose Packer; his

beloved wife Shirley Packer and his brother-in -law
and sister-in-law Larry and Kalla Daien. He will be
lovingly remembered by his brother Howard (Eileen)
Packer; his children Cheryl Waterman (Brian
Stefaniuk), Mindy (Brad) Bloom and Martin Packer.
Adored Zaida of Dana (Brad) Mederski, Kyle and Kira
Waterman, Jason and Jonathan Bloom and Justin
Packer; great grandchildren Conner and Ethan
Mederski. His family were his treasures.

Arnold was a very devoted and honourary life mem-
ber of the Khartum Shrine Ritualistic Unit and a past
Grand Master of The Grand Lodge of Manitoba A.F. &
A.M.

Special thanks to nephew and niece Alan and Wendy
Daien for all their love and support. Additional thanks
to the wonderful and caring staff of the Simkin Centre
especially Weinberg 2 Unit who took such amazing
care of him in his last year of life.

Funeral was held on December 23, 2018 at Etz
Chayim Congregation officiated by Rabbi Kliel Rose
and cousin Cantor Gerry Daien. Pallbearers were Brad,
Jason and Jonathan Bloom, Alan and Laurie Daien and
dear friend Joel Segal. Honourary pallbearers were
Kyle Waterman and Kira Waterman, Dana Mederski
and Justin Packer.

In lieu of flowers donations can be made to The
Shirley (Simi) and Arnold Packer Family Fund of the
Jewish Foundation Manitoba; the Winnipeg Humane
Society or charity of choice.

He was a very special individual whose memory will
live on forever.

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their loving family.

MORRIS
CIPILINSKY

who passed away
February 5, 2006
7 Days in Shevat

FAYE
CIPILINSKY

who passed away
February 5, 1992

1 Day in Adar

In loving memory of
In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEVERLY
FLEISHER
who passed away
January 27, 2004
4 Days in Shevat

“Love is not love which  alters
when it alteration finds”

-W.S.
Sonnet 116

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your husband
Sidney, children, grandchil-
dren, brothers, friends and
family.

In Memoriam

LORETTA
LABOVITCH

who passed away
March 9, 2008

3rd day in Adar, 5768

In loving memory of

Our hearts still ache with sadness
And silent tears do flow

And what is meant to lose you, no one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren and family.

MAX
LABOVITCH

who passed away
January 14, 2018

27th day of Tevet, 5778

In Memoriam

FRED
LACOVETSKY

who passed away
January 30, 2004

In loving memory of

DORIS
LACOVETSKY

who passed away
January 10, 2013

Always in our hearts and thoughts
— Sadly missed by their loving children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ARCHIE HECHT
who passed away
January 29, 2004
6 Days in Shevat

—Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

GORDON
KEMEL

who passed away
January 30, 1963
5 Days in Shevat

In mind, a constant thought,
In heart, a silent sorrow.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRVINE MORRIS
who passed away
January 21, 2010
6 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by  his wife,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

LILLIAN YAN
It is with great sadness

that we announce the pass-
ing of our beloved matri-
arch, Lillian Yan on De-
cember 28, 2018 at the age
of 94. Lillian was
predececeased by her hus-
band Cecil, the love of her
life for 72 years and by her
brother Sam.

Lillian was one of a kind.
She was an endlessly de-
voted wife, mother ,grand-
mother and great grand-

mother. She leaves behind a legacy of family solidarity
that will be cherished and passed down through the
generations.

Lillian is survived by her daughter, Dr. Janice
Baryshnik (Dr. Sheldon) and by her sons Dr. Gary Yan
(Pamela) and Dr. Danny Yan (Adele). She was the
adored grandmother of Dr. Devra Baryshnik (David
Ossip) and Jeff Baryshnik (Amy), Dr. Melissa
Hershberg (Adam Marcus), Matthew Yan, Dr. Adam
Yan and Julie Yan,JD. She was also the proud great
grandmother of Katie and Jacob Ossip, Benjamin,
Joshua and Saul Baryshnik, Rebecca Baker, and Carter
and Morgan Marcus.They were all the jewels of her
life. Lillian’s children, grandchildren and great
granchildren, her sisters Clara and Sandra and their
spouses, her sister in law Beverly, her large extended
family and her many friends will all miss her warm
heart and vivacious personality.

Deadline for the
January 23 issue of

The Jewish Post & News
is noon

Thursday, January 17
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In Memoriam
23rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

FANNY
GLESBY

who passed away
January 29, 1996
8 Days in Shevat

Always in our thoughts
And forever in our hearts
— Your 4 daughters,
7 granddaughters, 8 great-
granddaughters and dad's
namesake, Ike.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
dearly beloved Father,

Grandfather and
Great Grandfather

SAMUEL
KOWALL
who passed away
January 18, 1964

4 days in Shevat 5724
— You are always remembered
and sadly missed by your
family.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

CHERYL LEWIN
who passed away
January 19, 2010

4 days in Shevat, 5770
— Will be missed by parents
Laurie and Bayla Mainster,
husband Viktor Lewin,
daughter Brianne, son Eli,
sister Gail, Harold and Jay
and brother Sam.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CLARA
MELNICER

who passed away
January 28, 2007
9 days in Shevat

— Dearly loved and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BARBARA
NEPON

who passed away
January 9, 2003
8 days in Shevat

— Forever remembered by
your sister, Roberta, brother-
in-law Sol and family.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HARVEY
SAWYER
who passed away
January 15, 2011

10th Day of Shevat
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In loving memory of

HARRY
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
January 10, 2000
3 days in Shevat

You live on in our memory
and in our hearts forever.

— Sadly missed by his sons,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ALBERT SEGAL
who passed away
January 14, 2013
3 days in Shevat

—Fondly remembered by your
loving wife Sylvia, your
children Sharon, Kim and
Lauren, and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SONIA STEEL
who passed away
January 22, 1988
3 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and family

In Memoriam
26th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ESTHER
BARSKY
who passed away
February 2, 1993
12 Days in Shevat

— Lovingly remembered by
your daughter Naomi.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

SAMUEL BIRKS
who passed away
January 30, 1980
13 Days in Shevat

In mind, a constant thought,
In heart, a silent sorrow.

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANK
BLANARU
who passed away
February 7, 2012
15 Days in Shevat

— Forever in our hearts and
deeply missed by his wife
Bianca, children, grand-
children, and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
our beloved

ALLAN ERWIN
DINER

who passed away
February 8, 1998
12 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by your
beloved children, grand-
children and your precious
great-grandchildren named  in
your memory.
YOUR SPIRIT LIVES ON

IN OUR HEARTS

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ADAM GOSZER
who passed away
February 3, 2012

10 days in Shevat, 5772
Though we can’t reach out and
touch you, you are always in
our thoughts and hearts - loved
and forever remembered for
your gentle nature, kind heart,
zest for life and great sense of
humor.
— Deeply missed by your wife,
Barbara, your children
Elliott, Sharon & Steven, your
grandchildren Sam, Joseph,
Nick, and Sarah, your nieces,
nephews, family and friends.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
ISSY

GREENFELD
who passed away
January 21, 2008
14 days in Shevat

Time goes by, but memories stay
Never more than a thought away
No need for words, except to say
Always loved, always missed,
every passing day.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

“Forever in our hearts.”

In loving memory of my
dear mother

ROSE STONE
who passed away
January 26, 1993
4 Days in Shevat

Kind, gentle, caring, and
understanding.
—Sadly missed by your son-
in-law Roy, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.
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In Memoriam
26th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father, and

grandfather

SIMON KAGAN
who passed away
February 5, 1993
14 Days in Shevat

Memories bring us closer
then we are never far apart
For you are always with us
in our thoughts and in our hearts
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by his wife Lenore,
children Mark, Hershel, Jerry,
Nikki and Elliott and
grandchildren Mikaela, his
namesake Simon,  Miriam and
Nathaniel and all the family.

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

TOBY
KOFFMAN
who passed away
January 22, 2003
20 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchild.

In loving memory of

SAM MOSER
who passed away
January 14, 1995
13 Days in Shevat

Wishing you were here
to share a joke;

—  Still warming the hearts
of your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father and

grandfather

DAVID NEPON
who passed away
January 29, 1988
10 Days in Shevat

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his loving
wife Gert, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY
OFFMAN
who passed away
February 5, 1998
10 days in Shevat

Wonderful memories
keep you forever near.
— Forever loved and
remembered by his son Jack,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MAX REICH

who passed away
February 10, 2017
14 days in Shevat

You were one of a kind: we carry
your memory & inspiration with us
every single day.
— Forever missed by your
loving wife, Fay, your
children, grandchildren,
family and friends for whom
your memory is truly a
blessing.

In loving memory of

FAYE SETTLER
who passed away
January 21, 2004
27 Days in Tevet

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by her family and
friends.

In Memoriam

JULIE
SOLOMON

who passed away
January 18, 2017

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit 32nd Yahrzeit

EARL
SOLOMON

who passed away
April 8, 1987

In loving memory of

- Ever remembered and sadly missed by David, Lynne & Harvey,
Adam & Beth, Lisa & Dan, and great-grandchildren Meryn &
Kera, Wil, Farrah, & Jadon.
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Palestinian court sentences dual American
citizen to life in prison for selling land to Jews
JERUSALEM (JTA) – A Palestinian man who holds American citi-

zenship was sentenced to life in prison for selling land in eastern
Jerusalem to a Jewish Israeli.

Issam Akel was sentenced Monday by a Palestinian Authority court in
Ramallah. Akel, 53, was arrested three months ago. His family says he
was tortured during questioning.

The life sentence also includes hard labor. He can appeal, a Palestinian
judiciary official told Reuters.

It is illegal under Palestinian Authority law to sell land to “a hostile
state or any of its citizens.” Selling land requires PA permission

Akel, a resident of Bethlehem, had worked for the PA. He is accused of
being a middleman between the Palestinian owner of the home located in
the Muslim Quarter in the Old City of Jerusalem and a Jewish organiza-
tion that purchased it, New York Assemblyman Dov Hikind, who has met
with Akel’s wife, said in November. Palestinian officials have not identi-
fied the buyer.

Akel lived in the United States for 12 years. As an eastern Jerusalem
resident he also holds a blue Israeli identification card. His four siblings
and their families continue to reside in the U.S.

Akel’s family denies that he tried to sell the land.
U.S. Ambassador to Israel, David Friedman, in late November called

on the PA to immediately release Akel.

Jerusalem Post columnist Caroline Glick
joins new right-wing party in Israel

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Caroline Glick, a longtime Jerusalem Post
columnist who also writes for the far-right Breitbart News website, will
join the new right-wing party in Israel.

“Together we will work to protect Israel, to increase its security and to
enact truly right-wing policies,” Glick said in her announcement last
week about joining the New Right Party.

Naftali Bennett and Ayelet Shaked have launched New Right based on
a “full and equal partnership” between Orthodox and secular Israelis.
They formerly led the pro-settler Jewish Home party.

Glick is as an opponent of the two-state solution; the New Right party
opposes a Palestinian state. The Chicago native, who immigrated to Israel
in 1991, was an assistant foreign policy adviser to Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu during his first term in the second half of the ’90s.
In recent years, however, she has been critical of Netanyahu in her
columns. She has been a columnist for The Jerusalem Post since 2002.



Yohnatan Elizarov is a
rarity. 

After all, it’s rare to
have an Israeli-born fig-
ure skater. It’s rare that
an Israeli-born figure
skater lives in Manitoba
and it’s rare that
Manitoba has any male

figure skaters at all. 
It’s even rarer when one of them is good.
In fact, in mid-January, Yoni Elizarov will

become one of the very few Manitoba male skaters
to have ever reached Skate Canada’s National
Championships. 

From Jan. 13-15, in Saint John, N.B., Elizarov
will be one of 18 skaters in the Novice Men’s cate-
gory at the Canadian Tire National Skating
Championships. It’s been a long and winding road
for the 15-year-old who was born in Haifa, Israel
and brought up in Winnipeg, Canada, but in early
December he sent a message to the nation that he
could no longer be ignored.

And, along with Yoni’s parents, German and
Elena Elizarov, it’s unlikely anyone could be prouder than his coach,
Margo Russell. Russell explained the route Yohnatan took to the national
championships.

“There is a summer series that Skate Canada facilitates,” Russell said.
“He participated in that event but usually to qualify, you need to skate in
two of the five events. He only skated in one so he would have qualified at
Manitoba sectionals in November. So, we tried to do some other competi-
tions. One in Barrie, Ont., and one in Weyburn, Sask., to get him some
exposure. He qualified for The Challenge, which took place in Edmonton
at the end of November and beginning of December. There were 25 skaters
and he had to finish in the Top 18 in order to qualify for The Nationals. I
was really hoping he could reach that Top 18.

“Well, he was 12th after the short program and then moved up to ninth
after the long program. He had the skate of his life – to this point. Getting
to ninth for a Manitoban in a competition like this is huge.”

By finishing ninth, Elizarov was obviously at the top of his game. Now
he’ll get another shot at most of the 18 skaters he competed against in
Edmonton and with that shot, he’ll have another chance to move up in the
eyes of Canada’s top judges. People are so excited about the fact he’s sim-
ply qualified for the national championship that they have set up a Go Fund
Me Page (Yoni to Nationals) to help him finance the trip. 

“His jumping is his strength,” said his coach. “He’s quite a powerful
skater so he has big jumps. He also tends to be pretty good under pressure
– his skating, if not his mental approach.”

While it was a long road to get to the Nationals, it was also a long road
to get to Winnipeg.

Yohnatan’s dad, German, is a plumber, while his mom is a senior finan-
cial reporting analyst for Great-West Life. German moved to Israel from
Baku, Azerbaijan in 1991 while Elena moved to Israel from Russia in 1996.
The couple emigrated to Canada in 2009 with their five-year-old son, Yoni.

“I met my husband in 2000 and we got married in 2002,” Elena explained.
“We met in a restaurant where I worked as a waitress. A short time after we
met, I started studying at Haifa University and graduated three years later
with a B.A. in Economics and Business Administration. I worked in various
companies, but my last job in Israel was an office manager in a web design
company. My husband worked as a plumbing contractor. 

“We lived in Haifa from the day we both moved to Israel and until we
moved to Canada. We enjoyed the people, the weather, the sea and our trav-
els abroad while living in Israel.”

But then came the summer of 2006 and the Second Lebanon War. One of
the rockets fired on northern Israel, hit very close to the Elizarovs’ apart-
ment building and it resulted in a profound change for the Elizarovs and
many other Israelis. “Except for just one in our bedroom, all the windows
in our apartment were broken,” Elena recalled. “A huge wooden panel was
torn from its place above the unbroken window and fell on our bed where
Yoni was sleeping at the time. The panel barely missed him and landed just
a few inches away from him. Oddly enough, Yoni didn’t wake up even
though it was a pretty loud explosion – but it was a very close call and we
felt it was a miracle no one got hurt. Yoni, myself and my mother-in-law
were in the apartment at that time.

“After the war ended, we decided it was time to move to another country
and after some research, we decided to move to Canada. We chose
Winnipeg because we had friends who had recently moved to Winnipeg
and were very happy about it. So, three years later we landed in Winnipeg.”

Since arriving in Winnipeg, the Elizarovs have flourished. German got
his Journeyman Red Seal Plumber license in 2010 while Elena continued
her education and enrolled in the CPA (formerly the CGA) program in
2011. She received her CPA designation in 2018.

The family also grew and now Yoni has two
younger brothers, Sean, 8, an aspiring soccer
player and Jamie, 2 . They also have a dog, a
Chocolate Lab named Lulu, who Elena believes
Yoni loves more than his brothers.

Yoni’s road to the figure skating nationals also
started in Winnipeg.

“I had been a figure skater in Russia,” Elena
explained. “There were no rinks in Israel, but
when we came to Canada, we were able to get
Yoni into the CanSkate program when he was
about six years old. After a year, he was asked if
he was going to play hockey or go into figure
skating and I said right away, ‘He is going be a
figure skater.’

“Since then, he’s been the only boy for quite a
few years, but still, he has really improved his
skating. Most people don’t know this, but Yoni
developed asthma just a year before our move to
Canada. However all of his symptoms disap-
peared after we moved here. What a perfect cli-
mate it is here in Winnipeg.”

To their credit, the Elizarovs’ decision to enroll
Yoni in all sorts of Canadian activities helped

him become the skater he is today. In fact, getting him involved in dance
classes certainly didn’t hurt.

“Yoni started playing tennis when he was only 3 1/2 years old,” Elena
explained. “Again, it was because of me, as I also played tennis for many
years. However, when we moved to Winnipeg, we felt it to be a little bit too
expensive for new immigrants, so we registered him in swimming lessons,
soccer, skating at CanSkate and dance with the RWB, instead.

“He was a pretty good dancer and even participated in two productions
of RWB’s Nutcracker. He was also one of the kids chosen to be part of
Twyla Tharp’s “The Princess and The Goblin” in 2012. We briefly consid-
ered whether he should continue to the RWB’s professional division, but he
decided that he preferred skating and so gradually he dropped all other
activities to concentrate fully on competitive figure skating.”

Since he made that decision, he has improved incrementally, thanks in no
small way to his outstanding working relationship with Coach Russell, a
veteran of 40 years of figure skating coaching – a job that started after 11
years as a skater.

“I just feel I connect with her,” Yohnatan said. “I’ve had three or four
coaches and she’s the best one. Sometimes, I go out of the province to see
other coaches, but I always like to come home to Margo. She knows how
to calm me down when I get nervous. And when I’m feeling down at prac-
tice, she knows how to brighten my day up. She’s also very funny and
makes lots of jokes.”

A Grade 10 student at J.H. Bruns Collegiate, Elizarov does “pretty well,”
in school (he graduated Grade 9 with a 92 per cent average), but it’s clear
his biggest focus is on his skating. At 15, he still has a long way to go, but
this month, he could take a giant step in his development.

“We’ve had other skaters in the province go to the Nationals (including
Deidre Russell, Margo’s daughter),” Coach Russell said. “But this is kind
of special, having a male skater reach this level. Especially for a skater who
stays here and trains here. There have been other skaters from Manitoba
who have gone off to other provinces to train, but for a young man who
trains right here in Winnipeg, it’s pretty cool for him to end up at the
National Championship.”

Israeli-born  Winnipeg resident Yohnatan Elizarov is a rare gem
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research team is interviewing tailors
and their children to find out what
happened to them, where their lives
took them and how the second genera-

tion of immigrants faired in Canada. Through the research, the team has
connected with 65 families that came to Canada through this initiative.
The research team has interviewed families in Winnipeg, Toronto, and
Montreal, the three main cities that tailors were sent to. During a trip to
Winnipeg in early November, five families were interviewed. Many of
the families’ stories will be shared in a book that Impakt Labs is writing.
The Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada also had a collection of
articles from the 1948 Congress Bulletin that covered this initiative. 

The city of Winnipeg welcomed 193 tailors to Canada in 1948; includ-
ing their families, this amounted to 342 individuals. Following upon the
Tailor Project model, similar programs were able to bring over furriers
and milliners, also leading to the creation of the Jewish Vocational
Service of Toronto founded by Max Enkin. 

The Tailor Project research team and the Max and Larry Enkin Family
Foundation are so grateful that these families have welcomed us into their
homes and their lives. It has been an honour to and privilege to speak
with these families. If you, or someone you know may have come to
Canada through the Tailor Project please connect with us at
Nicole@impaktlabs.org and we would be happy to provide you with
more information on the research.

Tailor Project
Continued from page 3.
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W
innipeg bur-
lesque dance
studio owner

Meagan Funk is out to
help women find their
inner dance groove
while also building
their body image.

From the young age
of four, Funk’s par-
ents encouraged and
supported her in tak-
ing many different
dance classes – and
she loved it. Funk
decided to make her
passion also her
career and – at the age
of 22 – she enrolled in
the study of Commercial Dance at Toronto’s George Brown College.

After graduating, Funk joined a cruise ship, dancing her way around
Mexico, before heading back to the Toronto area. “I moved on to working
in a magic show in Niagara Falls,” recalled Funk. “We had about four
tigers and a lion, and it was really neat.

“I would get cut in half, levitate, disappear, get sawed, and everything. I
did that for about three years in Niagara Falls.”

Then, in 2014, Funk decided to move back to Winnipeg and start up a
dance company, teaching burlesque-style dance classes. Her company
started with three students, and now has 60 students in three different lev-
els of dance.

While classic burlesque is the art of seduction and striptease, at these
classes, there is no stripping. “We don’t do the stripping in our classes,”
said Funk. “We include a lot of the sexier movements that inspire confi-
dence – strutting and stuff like that...removing a glove really slowly and
that tease aspect. It’s a lot of strutting, shimmies, shaking the shoulders,
lots of hip action as well.

“With my burlesque-fusion style of dancing, it takes the elements of jazz
and hip hop street dance, and combines it with the art of seduction. Some of
the moves are more provocative than you can find in another type of dance
class, and it’s meant to instill confidence. People take classes for all differ-
ent reasons, but some are looking like they don’t feel comfortable in their
bodies.”

While the class is not gender specific and all are welcome, nearly all the
students are female. “Women are the people that are more drawn to this,”
said Funk.

“It’s a lot of body positivity in the class, so there’s all sorts of sizes and
ages. And there’s no judgement. A lot of people really like the class,
because it’s a judgement-free zone. A lot of them have made friends
throughout it, and just enjoy feeling comfortable in their bodies.”

Funk started the classes, because she really liked the inclusiveness of the
style of dance and lack of strict guidelines, allowing students to move care-
free and have a lot of fun. She also found that “it is a little bit more seduc-
tive and you can be creative with it...That’s what I like about these classes.
They’re upbeat and a lot of fun.”

For now, Funk is renting the studio space to conduct the classes, and
always looking for ways to collaborate with other dance studios and dance
art enthusiasts. She has a group of professional dancers who perform with
her at events – from weddings, to tattoo shows, and galas.

Funk also does wedding choreography. “This is not your typical step,
touch wedding choreography,” she said. “But, if you want to break out into
90s hip hop, I’ve done that before – where the couple has just broken out
into some Back Street Boys and, more like a flash mob style at their wed-
ding...lots of different types of dance services.”

For students choosing to join Funk on stage, Funk works to develop
showcases that take place twice a year.

This past September, Funk collaborated with Karina of Rising Strong.
“She did this International Day of the Girl event,” said Funk. “I met her
through a group of women entrepreneurs called Hustle and Charm. So, she
put on this Day of the Girl event where they had young performers perform
throughout the night, and then they had a workshop where we talked about
issues surrounding confidence with young girls. And, at the very end of it,
I did a strut...not a sexy strut – not like my burlesque classes – it was more
like a confident walk...and talking about walking with confidence and a fun
ice breaker type thing for the event.”

Funk’s next session of dance classes include dance styles in both bur-
lesque fusion and contemporary jazz, open to all levels and ages of adults.
This session started on January 6th and runs until March.

For more information, visit www.mfunkdance.com and/ see social media
handles in Instagram and Facebook, prairiedivadance and mfunkdance.

Instilling confidence through dance

MEAGAN FUNK


