
Rabbi Rose came to our office in the Adas
Yeshurn-Herzlia Synagogue on a beautiful
summer afternoon - on July 2nd. Originally, I
had told him, I wanted to conduct the interview
as a video interview, but we both decided that
having a camera going might prove too much
of a distraction, so we settled instead into a
casual conversation with the voice recorder in
my iPhone on  – a conversation that I had
thought might take only 20 minutes, but that
actually went on for almost an hour. 

Rabbi Kliel, as he likes to be called, is a
warm and easygoing conversationalist who

brings an interesting perspective to his posi-
tion. After having lived away from Winnipeg
for 26 years (He left when he was 21, he told
me, in 1992.), while he feels familiar with so
many aspects of life in Winnipeg, when he dis-
cusses the changes that he has observed here
his experience of having lived in many differ-
ent cities has, in many ways, given him a new
appreciation of how much Winnipeg has to
offer, he observed. 

During the course of our conversation I
learned that
Rabbi Kliel
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Full-length interview:
Rabbi Kliel Rose takes stock of
his first year back in Winnipeg

By 
BERNIE BELLAN

I
t’s been almost a year since Rabbi Kliel Rose
returned to his hometown of Winnipeg to become
the rabbi of Congregation Etz Chayim. (August 7,

2018 is the exact date he took over the position.) I
thought that now that he’s had a chance to establish
himself here, I would ask him whether he’s like to
engage in a fairly lengthy interview.

I told him I wanted to ask him questions about
where he’d been since he first left Winnipeg; what he
finds different about Winnipeg from the city in which
he grew up; and how he has settled into his role as
rabbi of Winnipeg’s second largest Jewish congrega-
tion.

Lawsuit against parents of former Gray Academy students 
continues to drag on

By BERNIE BELLAN
It was way back in our Dec. 26, 2018 issue that we

first reported on a lawsuit which had been filed by the
Board of Jewish Education against two parents of
children who had attended Gray Academy in the
2017-18 school year. The statement of claim alleged
that the defendants, Ido and Rochelle Raam, had
failed to pay the amount of tuition that had been
agreed upon earlier.

The original statement of claim filed by the Board
of Jewish Education was for $9,383.93. As we noted
in our Dec. 26 issue, we wondered why that state-
ment of claim had been filed in  Court of Queen’s
Bench rather than Small Claims Court (which can
deal with claims up to $10,000)? 

We sent an email in December to David
Borzykowski who, at the time, was Director of
Marketing & Communications for Gray Academy,
asking that question.

The response we received was: “As this matter is
private, we have no comment, and we will have no

further comment.” 

Subsequently, however, as we noted in our March 20,
2019 issue, on  March 5 a new statement of claim was filed
by the BJE against the Raams, this time for $11,307.78.

At the time that the new statement of claim was filed, we
sent an email to Borzykowski, asking why the amount
being sought in March was higher that what was being
sought in the statement of claim filed in December. We fur-
ther asked whether there was any limit as to how much the
BJE was prepared to spend in contesting this lawsuit? No
response was received.

Since that December 2018 article first appeared, the law-
suit by the BJE has continued to drag on.

On March 15, the Raams, along with the lawyer for the
BJE, Alyssa Mariani, appeared before Justice Lori Spivak.
Justice Spivak set a date of March 30 for a hearing before
Justice Herbert Rempel to see whether the parties could be
brought together for a settlement. 

Continued on next page.

Continued on page 8. See “Lawsuit”.

Ido & Rochelle Raam with four
of their children, three of whom
were enrolled in Gray Academy
in 2017-18: Ela (8), Leo (7), Lea
(5), &  Harel (2)

RABBI KLIEL ROSE



was actually born in Israel (in
1971). His parents, Rabbi Neal and

Carol Rose, he told me, were a “mixed marriage – my mother’s from the
Bronx and my father’s from Brooklyn.” Even now, by the way - ;Rabbi
Kliel mentioned later during the interview, although his parents live in St.
Louis, (where his brother, Carni, who is spiritual leader of Congregation
B’nai Amoona, lives), “if you ask them where they’re from, they’ll say
Winnipeg.” 

They “first arrived here in 1967,” Rabbi Kliel said. “My dad had gradu-
ated from the Jewish Theological Seminary and he was offered a position
by Rabbi Zalman Schachter”, teaching at the University of Manitoba.
“Three years later he was given a fellowship by the university for one year.
My parents went to Israel. They were thinking of making aliyah and they
extended their time there to two years. I was born there.” 

There are actually five Rose children, by the way: Avi, who’s the oldest,
moved to Toronto and trained as a psychologist, but “ gave that up and
moved to Israel, where he’s now an educator with Young Judea,” Rabbi
Kliel said; Carni, who, as already noted, is a rabbi in St. Louis; Or, who’s
also a rabbi and is associate dean and director of Informal Education at the
Rabbinical School of Hebrew College in Newton, Massachusetts; and the
youngest of the Rose siblings, Adira, who lives in Richmond, Virginia, and
is Director of Development for the Leukemia/Lymphoma Society.

Rabbi Kliel observed that “while I’ve been back to visit on multiple occa-
sions, I didn’t think I’d ever return – to live here and to serve as a rabbi, so
it’s been a real blessing.” 

When I asked him whether there was any one thing that struck him as
most different about Winnipeg since he was a kid, he said, “Sure, when I
left, it was before the opening of the Jewish Community Centre. As a child,
I grew up in the north end, going to the YMHA on Hargrave. That was a
very significant part of my life and to see the migration of the Jewish com-
munity from the north end to the south end is very different from what I
remember – although that was happening while I was growing up.

“I think also what I’ve noticed is there are fewer synagogues than what
I remember. On the positive side, I think the infusion of the Argentine
Jewish community here has been fabulous. I find that they have a hand in
everything that’s related to the Jewish community and their passion and
spirit for Jewish life is really contagious.

I remarked that I found it interesting that Rabbi Kliel picked up on the
role that Argentineans have been playing in the Jewish community. I had
rather anticipated that he’d say something about how much he’d noticed
how many Israelis had moved here. 

He mentioned the fact though, that many former Argentineans are now
actively involved at Etz Chayim, including the congregation’s program
director, Claudia Griner, and that their contribution has been immensely
important.

I asked Rabbi Kliel about his having grown up on Matheson Avenue
(between Salter and Powers, he told me), just a stone’s throw from the old
Talmud Torah. I was surprised to learn that he didn’t actually graduate from
Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate. He went to Grant Park for Grades 10 and 11,
he told me.

“I was not necessarily a conventional student,” he remarked. “I’m grate-
ful for the time I spent at Joseph Wolinsky,” but Rabbi Kleil said he want-
ed to try something different – which has been a recurrent pattern through
his life.

I wondered whether he had gone to camp here. 
“I went to camp,” Rabbi Kliel answered, but “my parents were quite

strict about which camps we could go to. They had to be ‘shomer Shabbat’,
‘shomer kashrut’, to a particular standard that they held, so as a young
child I ended up going to Chabad camp (Camp Gan Yisroel). In fact I was
a ‘general in the army of Hashem’. I’m very proud of that.” 

“It (Camp Gan Yisroel) used to be in Gimli,” I noted. “Is that where you
went to camp?” 

“I did,” he answered. “I went to overnight camp there and when I grad-
uated from that camp I actually went to a camp in Ennismore, Ontario”
(Camp Moshava).

He mentioned that he had just run into a fellow camper from that camp
by the name of Danny Spodek – about whom we’ve written in past issues.
Danny is a dentist who lives in Israel most of the year, but who has a sum-
mer home in Gimli, to which he returns each year. I told Rabbi Kliel that I
met Danny at an ice rink in Bat Yam, Israel, where Danny organizes a
hockey league.)

When he was 21, Rabbi Kliel explained, he moved to Philadelphia for a
few years, then to Israel for a few more years where “he studied in an
Orthodox yeshiva in Jerusalem, returned…wasn’t quite ready to be a rabbi,
so my dad suggested I work for a Conservative synagogue to see what it
was like. I spent two years as a youth director” (in Great Neck, Long
Island) in the same synagogue, interestingly enough, where his father had
also served as youth director 30 years prior. 

While at that Conservative synagogue in Great Neck, Rabbi Kliel
explained, his mentor was “one of the most outstanding Conservative rab-
bis, Rabbi Mordecai Waxman,” who encouraged the young Kliel to enroll
in the Jewish Theological Seminary” in New York, which he did at the age
of 27. 

(Later in the interview, when I asked Rabbi Kliel about his marriage to
Dorit Kosmin, he mentioned that they were married a week before he
began rabbinical school. Dorit was originally from England, he said,
although she moved to New Jersey when she was 10 1/2. Rabbanit Dorit
holds a Masters Degree in Social Work from Yeshiva University, and  is
now on staff at Jewish Child and Family Service, where most recently she
has begun working in the addictions program at JCFS, Rabbi Kliel said.)

In 2004, Kliel Rose was ordained as Rabbi Kliel Rose. He obtained a
“fellowship at B’nai
Joshua on the Upper
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The Rose family (l-r): Rabbi Kliel, Toviel (18), Kolya (15), Dia (11),
Rabbanit Dorit, Anaya (5) & Aziza (13)

Continued on page 20. See “Rabbi Kliel”.
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Scholarship honours memory of long time 
St. John’s High School history teacher

By MYRON LOVE

T
he late Harvey Herstein was a man of
many parts. In his earlier life, the graduate
chemist and geologist worked in Alberta

in the petrochemical industry. 
In his later years, he returned to Winnipeg and

became a teacher and author.
From 1964 to 1979, Herstein taught history at

St. John’s High School where – up until the early
1970s, the student body was almost half Jewish. 

Now, thanks to Herstein’s close friends Sid
and Sharon Wolchock, the former long time
teacher’s name will live on at the school in the
form of an annual scholarship to be given to one
deserving Grade 11 history student in recogni-
tion of said student’s “Outstanding
Achievements” in history studies.

The recipient of the scholarship at grad on
June 27 was Shay-Ann Scott-Jolicoeur – not only
for her scholastic achievement in history in
Grade 11, St. John’s High School’s principal
Doug Taylor notes, but also for her work on
social justice issues. He adds that she will be
attending the Asper School of Business thanks to another scholarship she
received.)

“We were good friends for many years,” says Sid Wolchock of Herstein,
who passed away in 1996 in his early 80s. “We would get together often.
Harvey was a fascinating and well read individual who could debate on
many issues.”

Wolchock himself is a St. John’s graduate. He and Sharon support a num-
ber of causes – in particular National Council of Jewish Women (of which
Sharon is a past national president) and a program in Israel building recre-
ation facilities for Israeli soldiers. Last year, they turned their attention to
Sid’s alma mater.

“We met with Doug Taylor,” Wolchock says. “In addition to pledging
money for a scholarship in our name, we also decided to create one in
memory of Harvey.”

Taylor notes that Herstein was also the co-author of the definitive
Canadian history textbook for Manitoba Grade 11 students. “That textbook
transformed how we teach history,” Taylor points out. “Harvey was ahead
of his time. His and Jim Kirbyson’s book was the first to integrate docu-
mentation. The book was also really objective and avoided stereotypes.”

Taylor notes that many of St. John’s students are from underprivileged
families – with about 55% of them from the Indigenous community.
Thanks to scholarships from the Wolchocks and others – such as Monty

Hall (another St. John’s alum) and, especially, a pledge of
$175,000 in bursaries from philanthropist Walter Schroeder

(who is also making similar donations to Sisler and Daniel MacIntyre High
Schools).

“Thanks to our generous supporters, 25% of our graduates this year
received a full scholarship from a donor with 60% receiving some financial
assistance from all donors through bursaries and scholarships,” Taylor
notes. “The opportunities for bursaries and scholarships have really moti-
vated our students to study and work harder. We have seen significant
improvement throughout the year.

“And the parents also appreciate seeing their children achieving better
results.”

HARVEY HERSTEIN
1971 photo (Herstein passed

away in 1996.)
Photo courtesy of Jewish Heritage

Centre of Western Canada 

SHAY-ANN SCOTT
JOLICOEUR

scholarship recipient

DOUG TAYLOR
St. John’s principal

41 percent of young European Jews have consid-
ered emigrating due to anti-Semitism

(JTA) — Forty-one percent of young Jews in Europe have considered
emigrating because of safety concerns, according to the findings of a sur-
vey published Thursday.

Some 2,700 respondents aged 16-34 said they wanted to leave “because
they did not feel safe living there as a Jewish person,” the European
Union’s Agency for Fundamental Rights agency wrote in a statement.

The data comes from an analysis of a 2018 survey conducted by the
agency. There is no margin of error.

Along among the young people grouping, 45 percent said they choose
not to wear, carry or display distinguishable Jewish items in public because
there are concerned about their safety.

The young Jews surveyed come from Austria, Belgium, Denmark,
France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, Spain, Sweden
and the United Kingdom.

Overall, 44 percent of the young respondents said they had experienced
anti-Semitic harassment, which is 12 percent higher than their elders in the
survey of more than 16,000 respondents. Eighty percent of young victims
do not report harassment to the police or any other authority, according to
the survey.

More than 80 percent of the young Jewish Europeans declared the
strength of their Jewish identity to be high.

Nearly two-thirds, or 62 percent, of young respondents said they have a
“strong attachment” to Israel, a proportion nearly identical to their attach-
ment level to their own countries. Only 35 percent reported having the
same sentiment toward the European Union.

“Young Jewish Europeans are very attached to their Jewish identity,” the
EU commissioner for justice, consumers and gender equality, Vera
Jourova, said in a statement. “I am saddened that they fear for their securi-
ty in Europe, do not dare to wear a kippah and some even consider emi-
grating.”



Our story on page 1 about the ongoing dis-
pute between the Board of Jewish
Education and two parents of children

who were former students at Gray Academy is a
classic case of one party finding itself in an
unexpected position from which it can’t back
down for fear of losing face.

When the BJE first filed a lawsuit against Ido
and Rochelle Raam back in December over an

unpaid tuition bill, I’m sure that the expectation of whoever thought it
would be a good idea to file a lawsuit was that it would quickly induce the
Raams  to settle their outstanding account with an offer to pay a good por-
tion of what the BJE said was owing – which was originally $8,700, dating
back to September 2017. 

The statement of claim filed in December 2018 sought $9,383.93 from
the defendants. I suppose that amount reflects interest at a compounded rate
of 1.5% a month, beginning from September 2017, but because the
spokesperson for Gray Academy would only say, in response to an email
from me back in December asking how the figure of $9,383.93 was arrived
at that,  “as this matter is private, we have no comment, and we will have
no further comment,” I can only speculate as to how the amount being
sought was arrived at.

Now, normally a lawsuit for that amount of money would be handled in
Small Claims Court, but in this case the claim was filed in Court of Queen’s
Bench. I did ask the spokesperson for Gray Academy why the claim was
filed in Court of Queen’s Bench, as opposed to Small Claims Court but, as
I just noted, the spokesperson said no comment would be forthcoming.

When a new statement of claim by the BJE was filed in March of this
year, the amount being sought was now $11,307.78. Again, I asked the
spokesperson for Gray Academy why the amount being sought was now
almost $2,000 more than the original statement of claim, but no response
was received to my query.

As this case has dragged on, however one can only wonder about the
costs being incurred by the BJE over the amount of time the lawyer for the
BJE has been putting into this case.

(By the way, can someone please explain to me why there is still some-
thing called a “Board of Jewish Education” when the only school that
would be under its jurisdiction would be Gray Academy? There used to be
several schools that fell under the aegis of the BJE, including Peretz
School, Talmud Torah, Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate, and Ramah Hebrew
School, but now there’s only Gray Academy. Why not just change the name
of the board to the Board of Gray Academy?)

In any event, as Justice Shawn Greenberg noted in a memorandum issued
to both the plaintiff and defendants, and from which we quote in our story,
there are two issues at stake in this case: The first is whether the plaintiff is
owed any money by the defendants, but the second issue – and one that is
bound to be extremely worrisome to the BJE, is what amount of costs it

might be awarded,
should it prove success-
ful in this lawsuit.

As the judge notes in
her memorandum, “In
so far as costs are con-
cerned, the plaintiff will
rely on a clause of the
agreement with the
defendant that says it is
entitled to collect ‘any
expense associated with
the recovery...including
court and collection
costs’ as supporting a
claim for solicitor-client
costs. I told Ms. Mariani
(the lawyer for the BJE)
that, in my view, that
clause does not entitle
the plaintiff to costs that
are not reasonable. In
particular, in this case,
the question is whether
the plaintiff is entitled to
legal costs for bringing a
claim in this court that
could have been brought
in Small Claims Court.”

Justice Greenberg has
given the lawyer repre-

senting the BJE until August 30 to present cases in support of her position
that the plaintiff in this case should be entitled to substantial costs should
the plaintiff’s case against the defendants be accepted by the judge.

While we have no way of knowing how much the bill for lawyer for the
BJE will eventually come to, it seems more than likely that the bill will be
far in excess of the amount for which the BJE is suing the parents of the
former students of Gray Academy. I wonder whether, if whoever thought
this lawsuit was a good idea in the first place, had known that it might end
up costing the BJE far more in legal fees than it could ever hope to recoup
from the defendants in damages, that individual or individuals would still
have wanted to proceed with this lawsuit.

But, as Tom Petty sang, “Don’t back down”. What can the BJE do now?
I suppose that all that the individuals who thought it was a good idea to pro-
ceed with a lawsuit can do is wait for the lawyer representing the BJE to
present her arguments by August 30 and hope that they’re convincing
enough that Justice Greenberg will agree that, despite her writing that this
is a case that really should have been heard in Small Claims Court, the
plaintiff should be entitled to substantial legal costs, should the plaintiff
prove successful in making its case.

What a gamble to take, however. Can you imagine the uproar in the com-
munity if it is shown that the BJE incurred a huge legal bill in pursuing this
lawsuit even if it should win the suit? But, what do you do now? Drop the
lawsuit because it’s now become a hugely risky proposition for the BJE to
continue pursuing it? Or continue fighting it in the hope that, not only will
you win, you’ll be awarded substantial costs as well? (And, if the defen-
dants in this case weren’t willing to pay the $8,700 the BJE claims it is
owed in tuition, what are the odds the defendants would ever pay substan-
tial costs they might be assessed?)

There are other aspects to this case as well. As I’ve noted before, it does-
n’t look good for the Board of Jewish Education to be pursuing parents for
non-payment of tuition. While it may be a stretch to think that Gray
Academy would say that its goal is “no child left behind”, the generous sys-
tem of bursary assistance which the Jewish Federation funds for parents of
Gray Academy students is presumably intended to insure that almost any
parent who would want to be able to send his or her child to Gray Academy
would be able to do so. 

A problem can arise though, as it apparently did in this case, when the
parents who are being sued allegedly ran into financial difficulty. Gray
Academy bases its tuition assessments upon the previous year’s tax returns
of either an individual or couple – as the case may be. But, if someone sud-
denly suffers a financial reversal, which is what we are told happened in the
case of the parents in this case, they’re still stuck with a tuition bill based
on their previous year’s tax returns.

Yet, as I’ve also pointed out in a previous issue, Gray Academy does
receive substantial financial support – not only from the Jewish Federation,
but far more so from the Province of Manitoba. Provincial funding of
parochial schools is set at a rate of 50% of the amount it provides for pub-
lic schools. 

In the final analysis, what Gray Academy (or the BJE or whoever makes
these decisions) should have done, at most, is simply say to the parents in
this case that their children will not be able to attend Gray Academy until
their tuition bill is paid. Instead, what has happened gives the appearance
of vindictiveness: Pursuing parents in a court where costs are bound to be
higher than the court where a case of this type would normally be heard –
and where costs that might be awarded to the winning side are quite limit-
ed.

What kind of message is being sent to other parents of children in Gray
Academy – or, even more important, to parents who may be considering
sending their children to Gray Academy? Unfortunately, that message is:
“Don’t mess with us!”

Turning to two other stories in this issue - both of which I quite enjoyed
writing: My interviews with Rabbi Kliel Rose and NDP candidate in
Winnipeg Centre in the upcoming Federal election, Leah Gazan - I wonder
whether readers will find themselves pondering the issue of Jewish identi-
ty as much as I did when I conducted both interviews?

It’s a question that’s being asked repeatedly these days, especially as
identification with this or that group has become such a hot-button issue.
How do people identify as Jewish when so many other aspects form part of
one’s identity?

In many parts of the world, especially in Europe, anti-Semitism has
reared its ugly head so frighteningly that even if one didn’t want to identi-
fy as Jewish at all, just as it was over 70 years ago, the anti-Semites out
there will be eager to hunt you down.

But, as I  learned  when I interviewed Leah Gazan - and in our story about
football player Julian Edelman, Jewish identity seems to be something that
individuals  can adopt when it suits them. Just put on a Star of David and
presto: You’re Jewish. I wonder what that portends for the future of the
Jewish community as a whole.
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By MYRON LOVE

F
or quite a while, the Palestinian Authority – under the leadership of
president for life Mahmoud Abbas – has been threatening to bring
charges against Israel for imaginary war crimes before the International

Criminal Court.
Well, it seems that the PA is going to get their day in court. The irony is

that the PA is the party facing charges brought about 52 Palestinian Arabs
who suffered brutal abuse at the hands of the Palestinian Authority. 

As reported by Eliran Aharon writing in Arutz Sheva in the June 25th edi-
tion, the submission of the testimonies follows a ruling of the Jerusalem
District Court, which accepted the claim of the Palestinian Arabs who
experienced acts of murder and torture by the Palestinian Authority. The
court invited attorney Barak Kedem, a partner in the Arbus, Kedem, Tzur
law firm, who represents the Palestinian Arabs, to submit the testimonies to
the ICC.

In an interview with Kedem, Aharon quotes him as saying that, “I have
been dealing with body injuries, medical malpractice and road accidents
for many years. I have seen many casualties, but I have not seen any who
were abused so brutally. Some of them were raped, others were hung
upside down, they had their nails and teeth removed, and other unspeakable
forms of torture. These are exactly the cases that constitute crimes against
humanity and are supposed to be heard by the International Criminal Court
in The Hague.”

Kedem goes on to point out that, while the Palestinian Authority “con-
stantly lodges complaints against Israel, because Israel dares to defend
itself, today we exposed the true face of the Palestinian Authority. While it
is filing ridiculous complaints against Israel, it is committing crimes
against humanity and its citizens in the most terrible manner. I am glad that
the court was attentive to the evidence presented to it today.

Aharon further quotes the Jerusalem Institute of Justice in noting that
“suffering that is difficult to understand, great pain, sleepless nights and
devastated families are just some of the testimonies we bring with us today
to the International Criminal Court in The Hague regarding citizens of the
Palestinian Authority, who were suspected of collaborating with the State
of Israel, and who dared to complain and testify about the atrocities they
experienced.

“We, at the Jerusalem Institute of Justice, believe that this is a game
changer, basing our legal arguments with The Hague and international
political bodies on the character of the brutal oppressive regime routinely
practiced by the Palestinian Authority leadership towards its citizens.”

But –  don’t anti-Israel groups like the misnamed Independent Jewish
Voices regularly accuse Israel of vague “brutal oppression” of the
Palestinians? I suppose that if the PA brutally oppresses its own people, that
is acceptable to IJV. It is only criminal behaviour if the Jews do it.

Further testimony to PA oppression and corruption comes from Arab-
Israeli journalist Khaled Abu Tuomah in a report in a June 17 piece on the
Gatestone Institute website about how the PA deals with the “growing num-
ber of Palestinians who are demanding that the Palestinian Authority (PA)
take serious measures to end financial and administrative corruption among
its top brass.”

Abu Tuomeh reports that “rather than heeding these calls, however, the
Palestinian Authority has chosen to crack down on anti-corruption activists
as part of an effort to silence its critics and deter others from demanding
transparency and accountability. The Palestinian Authority’s measures
against anti-corruption activists have angered many Palestinians, who are
accusing their leaders of covering up for senior officials suspected of abus-
ing power for their own personal gain.”

Abu Tuomeh cites the cases of three Palestinians who, in recent days,
have been detained for short periods of time for publically exposing PA
officials’ corrupt acts. One Fayez al-Sweiti, who heads an anti-corruption
organization, was released after 24 hours, after widespread protests by
Palestinian human rights and anti-corruption activists.

Khaled observes that “stories concerning rampant financial and adminis-
trative corruption in the Palestinian Authority do not surprise those who

have been reporting on Palestinian affairs in the past two decades. What is
surprising is the growing number of Palestinian individuals and groups
who are openly defying Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas
and his senior officials by talking about and exposing corruption.

“More and more Palestinians are stepping up – and risking their lives
(and jobs) – by using social media platforms to discuss corruption – an
issue long considered a taboo in Palestinian society.”

For many years, Abu Tuomeh notes, Palestinian leaders managed to
divert attention from corruption, mostly  by directing the heat against
Israel. Now, they are trying to claim that Donald Trump is behind this, try-
ing to imply that any Palestinian who questions PA corruption is a traitor.

“Palestinian leaders not only deny their people the right to institutions of
proper governing, they are now doing their best to block any chance of
improving their living conditions by boycotting the upcoming Bahrain con-
ference, whose main goal is to offer Palestinians economic prosperity and
rid them of failed leaders whose sole interest seems to be enriching their
own bank accounts and those of their family members,” Abu Tuomeh con-
cludes.
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Palestinians bring case against Palestinian Authority (not Israel) 
before International Criminal Court

Re: Article on Diverse Minds
Bernie,
On behalf of all of us at B’nai Brith, I’d like to thank you for the

wonderful coverage of our Diverse Minds Evening and Project in the
June 26th edition, page 24.

I’m very glad you were there to see and to understand what a valu-
able project it is. I just have a couple of things to mention that need to
be corrected for accuracy purposes. 

The first is that John Young, who was present at the event and one of
the 14 judges is not Director, but rather President and CEO of The
Canadian Museum of Human Rights. We were so proud and honoured
to have John as one of our esteemed judges and for him to have been
present at our awards evening. 

The second correction is to point out that the idea of the project was
brought to us by B’nai Brith Canada and presented to us by Adriana
Glikman, B’nai Brith’s Program Director. Once Earl and I were
apprised of the idea, we were immediately on board and decided to
underwrite the project for a 3-year period. This allowed the project to
proceed immediately and we would not have to wait to raise the funds
in order to begin. So it was not our idea as you stated.

Rather than donating funds specifically for the winning entries, we
sponsored the project and all it involved.

Adriana will now be B’nai Brith’s representative to oversee the fur-
ther implementation of the program in 3 more cities in Canada next
year, Toronto, Montreal and Edmonton. The program will continue to
be offered in high schools throughout Manitoba.

Thanks so much for printing this letter and allowing me to clear up
a few of these points.
Cheryl Barish 

Former head of Mossad denounced
So Israel’s former head of the Mossad, Shabtai Shavit, calls Likud

supporters “ignorant, have no moral standards” and Bernie Bellan,
(Editor of The Jewish Post & News), says “Good for you, Shabtai”?
The Likud has been the dominant democratically elected ruling party
of Israel since 1977 when Menachem Begin first led the party to a stun-
ning victory, subsequently earning a peace treaty with Egypt and
demolishing Iraq’s nuclear reactor among its significant achievements.
Prime Minister Netanyahu has now served the country longer than any
other Prime Minister (including David Ben Gurion) and under his
stewardship Israel has prospered economically like at no other time in
the past. Moreover, Netanyahu’s rallying cry against Iran’s plans to
achieve nuclear capability has been heard around the world and has
clearly influenced the current President of the United States to cancel
an extremely dangerous deal which threatened Israel’s existence.
Contrast that with the abject failure of the left’s Oslo accords which
have resulted in the murder of the most Jews in the world since Hitler.
Insulting the majority of Israel’s voters with such condescending terms
as employed by Shavit - who himself played a prominent role in paving
the way for the disaster of the Oslo accords- only strengthens and uni-
fies Israel’s right. So I say, “Shame on you, Shabtai” for your offensive,
derogatory remarks, and “Stay out of it, Bernie” if you want to retain
any semblance of being an unbiased Editor.
Gordie Wiseman
Had Nes, Israel

Corrections
In our June 26 issue we made quite a few errors, including:
In my Short takes column I referred to Zev Cohen as Zvi Cohen.
In my article about the Jewish Foundation AGM I referred to Sean

Shore as the incoming chair of the Audit & Finance Committee. Sean is
a committee member of the Audit & Finance Committee. The Chair posi-
tion for the Audit & Finance Committee will be filled over the summer.

In my article about Jewish Child & Family Service, I referred to Sherry
Lercher Davis’s mother as Goldie. Sherry’s mother’s name is Ruth. I also
referred to a story about Sherry’s mother as having been told by Fred. In
fact the story was told by Sherry.

In our article about the Simkin family reunion, there were numerous
errors. We are reprinting the article in full in this issue.

LETTERS
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When can a Ham be Kosher?
(Title suggested by Ham Radio Enthusiast Rob Kaufmann)

I
t has been a busy
and exciting time
for Rob Kaufmann

and his fellow (and
sister) “hams”; mem-
bers of the Winnipeg
Amateur Radio Club
(WARC). The club
recently celebrated its
100th anniversary. 

“WARC is one of the oldest ham radio clubs in Canada,” says Kaufmann.
The Winnipeg Endodontist and Cary Rubenfeld, his fellow Winnipeg
Jewish amateur radio enthusiast, recently attended the annual April,
“Hamvention” in Dayton, Ohio. It is the largest gathering of hams in North
America. 

“There were over 30,000 amateurs in attendance. It’s nice to be able to
put faces to the people I have been talking to over the years. It is like being
part of a family.” Kaufmann adds that through amateur radio, he has gotten
to know some very interesting people. “You never know who will be on the
other end of the contact you make. It may be an engineer in the Gabonese
rain forest, a retired member of a film crew who worked on the movie
Citizen Kane with Orson Welles, a high school student, a female retiree in
Florida, someone on vacation in an exotic locale or a former NBC science
reporter. He notes that musician Ronnie Milsap, King Hussein of Jordan,
Barry Goldwater and Joe Walsh of the Eagles have all also been some of
the more famous ham radio enthusiasts.

“But mostly, it’s just people,” he says, “average people, some of whom
have fascinating lives and stories to communicate to you. Ham radio oper-
ators are part of an international brotherhood,” he comments. “I can go
anywhere in the world and be welcomed by fellow hams. On air contacts
can be as short as only a few seconds long in some cases, while other hams
develop lifelong friendships and meet regularly on the air to chat on a reg-
ular basis, sometimes for hours; “rag-chewing” as it is known in ham jar-
gon.

Kaufmann has been a ham radio enthusiast for almost 50 years. “I first
got hooked on it when I was a young teen,” he recalls. “I was intrigued and
captivated by the idea that a person could communicate to all parts of the
world by sending radio signals. (This was three decades before the
Internet.) Transmitting an invisible signal into the air and getting a response
from a distant place was magical, and it still is to me.” 

Hams use all kinds of methods to send information, including voice,
Morse code, teletype, digital methods and TV. Communication can be as
short as a few miles or around the world, even into outer space or bounced
off the moon. There usually is at least one Ham on the International Space
Station and Hams have even launched their own dedicated orbiting
Satellites that help them link up.

Kaufmann’s inspiration – his mentor (or “Elmer” in ham radio jargon) -
was one Harvey Kimelman, one of the Scout leaders of a Boy scout troop
based out of the Rosh Pina Synagogue, he recalls. When the troop folded,
“We would gather at Harvey’s home on Verona Bay once a week. Harvey
(call sign VE4HR) taught us Morse Code, radio theory and how to use the
equipment. By inviting us into his “radio shack”, he gave us a chance to go
on the air and opened the world to us. It was fascinating and exhilarating
to know that you could speak to someone so far away.”

From there, his interest focused on station VE4GY, the club station at
Garden City Collegiate. Assisted by one of the math teachers who was a
ham, many Jewish kids from GCCI were encouraged to get their license, or
“ticket”, as it is known. They included: Sandy Wohl, Sid Lipkowitz, Steve
Fink, Ron Schwartz, Garry Frankel, and Sid Frankel among others. It was
one of the most productive centers for producing “Jewish Hams”. “Teens
are naturally very competitive and chasing “DX” (rare stations) became a
passion for many of us.” 

Current Jewish licensed hams, in addition to Kaufmann and Rubenfeld
include: David Rosner and Ruthie Maman, Hillel Taylor, Henry Ballon,
Raymond Hall, Howard Kowall, Dario Schor, Larry Hecht and Leor Drory.
They are following in the footsteps of previous “silent keys” (amateurs
who have passed on) such as Kimelman, Jack Chapman (QC), Albert
Diamond, Jack Sherman and others. In past years, there have also been
Jewish Ham radio organizations (such as the Chaverim) who used to con-
tact each other and Israeli hams on Shabbat (Friday in North America)

which is Saturday
morning in Israel.

Today, Kaufmann is
one of the founding
members of the
RadioSport Manitoba.
”The club is focused
on the competitive
aspects of the hobby
and helping our mem-
bers get the most out
of their stations, so
they have the best
chance to make the
desired contact. We
have monthly meet-
ings and regularly
check on how signals
seem to be coming
through on each ham
radio band.” (There
are several).
“You don’t ever

want to play
“Geography” with a
ham radio operator,”
Kaufmann comments.
“We know every
obscure island and
location there is on
the planet, because
chances are, if we
have been a ham long
enough, we have
made contact with
someone who was
been there.” 

Several times a
year, weekends are set
aside for the equiva-
lent of a Ham Radio
“Grand Prix”. These
are contests where
individuals or teams
compete against each
other in a race to
accurately communi-
cate with as many peo-
ple as possible in vari-
ous parts of the world.

Logs of the contacts are submitted to a central database and checked for
accuracy. Scores are calculated (including penalties for mistakes) and win-
ners are declared. Although there are no “prizes”, status is conferred on
those who excel. “ You can compete against fellow hams, clubs, or against
yourself by trying to do better than your last year’s score.“ Some individu-
als and teams prepare for years or travel to exotic locations, just to “acti-
vate” the geographic area for the “contest”. In October, Kaufmann is trav-
elling to the Caribbean Island of Curacao, to be part of a team for the
biggest worldwide competition of the year.

One of the most important roles for hams is providing emergency com-
munications in the case of natural disasters such as hurricanes, floods or
tornados. “Regular communication channels may be knocked out and in
the past Hams have sometimes been the only way to get information in and
out of the affected area.” Emergency preparedness exercises such as “Field
Day”, (held the weekend of June 22 this year) challenges hams to set up
emergency, self powered stations to practice such a drill. It also exposes the
public to the hobby and shows what we can do.” Ham radio operators also
have a unique ear on political developments. “When the Iron Curtain was
beginning to fall,” he says, “we ham radio operators noted the change in
conversation style from one that was very restricted in subject matter to a
much more open and friendly chat. It was a harbinger of things to come. ”
(although, he adds, politics and religion are two subjects that enthusiasts
generally avoid). 

A particular challenge presently facing ham radio operators worldwide is
the dearth of solar activity as measured by the decreased incidence in sun
spot numbers. “The sun plays a crucial role in how signals propagate
around the globe,” Kaufmann explains. “Right now, solar activity is at a
low point in the eleven year solar cycle. It
makes it more difficult to get consistent sig-

ROB KAUFMANN at home station VE4GV

Kaufmann putting up antenna at Assiniboine
Park one recent day in June

CARY RUBENFELD (left) and ROB
KAUFMANN at Dayton Hamfest Seminars

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Continued on next page.
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How a religious Jewish farmer became a promoter 
of assisted suicide in Israel

By CNAAN LIPHSHIZ
ZURICH (JTA) – When her cup of barbiturate arrived, Nurit

Marmurstein was so eager to die that she ignored instructions to drink it
slowly and gulped down the whole dose.

To her husband, Yoskeh, this eagerness illustrated both his late wife’s suf-
fering from the terminal disease that tortured her and her determination to
end the pain in 2014, when the Israeli couple traveled to Switzerland
because it’s one of a handful of countries where assisted suicide is legal.

Hundreds of people make use of the services of assisted suicide agencies
like Dignitas and Exit each year in Switzerland, where helping people end
their lives “for non-selfish reasons,” as the Swiss law specifies, has been
allowed since 1942. Dozens of Israelis like Nurit Marmurstein, a mother of
four whose body was ravaged by ALS, or Lou Gehrig’s disease, have made
the same desperate move.

But the decision can be particularly difficult for Jews. Suicide is such a
grave violation of halacha, Jewish religious law, that those who kill them-
selves are often denied burial in Jewish cemeteries. It was certainly a diffi-
cult decision for the Marmursteins, who lived and raised their children in
the Orthodox religious kibbutz of Alumim, near Ashdod, on Israel’s west-
ern coast.

“It was a concern to Nurit and we sought rabbinical advice,” Yoskeh, 64,
told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. He said the Orthodox rabbi they con-
tacted “deliberated for a month and finally told us it was not allowed but,
in her case, not strictly forbidden because of her intense suffering.”

Ultimately, though, “Nurit would’ve ended her life regardless of what the
rabbi said because she had had enough pain and suffering,” said Yoskeh, a
farmer.

Nurit’s body was buried at a Jewish cemetery with the help of a lenient
rabbinical interpretation by another rabbi, which is often applied to sui-
cides: It stated that she regretted her decision as soon as she drank the lethal
dose of barbiturate.

Yoskeh welcomed the permission but insists its reasoning is inaccurate.
“She couldn’t wait to drink it. She was adamant about dying,” said

Yoskeh, who has become an activist for promoting assisted suicide in
Israel, where he speaks frequently in the media and in lectures about his
family’s story.

Nurit, whose friends said she had an unquenchable lust for life when she
was healthy, was diagnosed with ALS approximately a year and a half
before her assisted suicide – aided with pentobarbital – at the Dignitas
facility near Zurich, a blue-paneled cottage on a leafy suburban street.

What Nurit, who was 59 when she died, first attributed to “age-induced
clumsiness” soon turned out to be a violent form of the degenerative sick-
ness, Yoskeh said. Slurring, shaking and unable to effectively use her
limbs, she offered an apology as her goodbye note, which she dictated to
her husband.

“Do not judge a person until you are in their place. I’m sorry, everyone.
This is my decision, and mine only. Also the execution. I can no longer go
on. Forgive me,” she said, relaying apologies to individual relatives before
concluding with the words “Forgive me, friends who supported me so.
With infinite love, Nurit.”

Other Israelis who had resorted to Dignitas’ services were unapologetic.
“You feel your body slowly losing itself,” Dan Dori, another ALS patent

who committed suicide with Dignitas in January, wrote ahead of the trip.
“I’m not paralyzed yet, but that’s precisely why I’m going to Switzerland:
To avoid ending up like that.”

In his goodbye note, he thanked his friends and family, assuring them that
he had “won over the disease” by ending his life when he did.

Dori, 45 when he died, was a secular high-tech professional whose fam-
ily largely accepted his choice.

Several family members and friends pleaded with Nurit to give up on her
plan to commit suicide, citing religious taboos.

“She felt their pain, but there was no stopping her. It was no use,” her
husband said.

Nurit’s guilt may have been unavoidable. But the pain and suffering she
endured during the trip to Switzerland, as well as dying outside the only
country she loved, “were an unnecessary nightmare,” Yoskeh said of his
wife of 39 years. “I hope one day Israel will allow assisted dying so others
don’t have to endure what we had.”

It’s an unlikely prospect in a country where religious sensitivities pre-
clude even public transportation on Shabbat, the Jewish day of rest.

Even in Switzerland, which despite its liberal legislation has a relatively
conservative society and strong church, the practice of assisted suicide is
controversial and has been challenged numerous times in court, albeit
unsuccessfully.

Among some Swiss Jews, resistance to assisted suicide is so fierce that
they object to helping people like Yoskeh transport the body of a loved one
for burial in Israel.

Rafi Mussbacher, a Swiss-Jewish import-export professional who
arranges such shipments, told JTA that he was asked by Chaim Moishe
Levy, a senior Zurich-based rabbi, to refrain from helping return Nurit

Marmurstein’s body to Israel specifically because she comes from a reli-
gious Orthodox family.

Mussbacher, who ships one or two bodies of Dignitas patients each year
to Israel, ignored Levy’s instruction.

“Each person who kills himself is one person too many,” Mussbacher
told JTA. “I refuse to have any contact with families before the act or be a
part of any aspect of the planning. But once it’s done, I am bound by reli-
gious laws to help bring a Jewish body for burial. It’s a mitzvah.”

Levy denied that he had intervened with the burial arrangements of Nurit
Marmurstein, calling the claim “misinformation.”

“I have nothing to do with the issue,” he told JTA.
Both Dignitas and Mussbacher’s agency, Jumbo Air Cargo, charge sev-

eral thousand dollars for transporting a body. But with Dignitas, the proce-
dure takes a week. Mussbacher’s agency offers next-day delivery, which is
critical for Jews interested in observing the religious commandment that
burial happen as soon as possible after death.

Amid debates in 2010 about the Swiss law permitting assisted suicide,
the Swiss Federation of Jewish Communities issued a policy statement
explaining why it will not participate in drafting provisions for the practice,
even though the government consulted the federation to provide its input.

Whereas the federation welcomes the government’s opening the subject
to debate, the statement emphasized that the Jewish group “cannot and will
not participate in the drafting of a legal document” about the practice.

Rabbi Mendel Rosenfeld, a Chabad emissary to Zurich, is so opposed to
assisted suicide that he rejects the term.

“You mean assisted murder,” he told JTA. “It’s profoundly immoral.”
Jakob Ledereich, an Orthodox Swiss rabbi, also opposes categorically the

involvement of third parties in suicide. But, he added, “I can’t blame the
people who commit suicide themselves.

I know it’s forbidden,” he said, “but when I look at it rationally, I can’t
fault the decision of a terminal patient in tremendous pain to end the tor-
ture early.”

This article is sponsored by UJA-Federation of NY, to raise awareness
and facilitate conversations about end of life care in a Jewish context. The
story was produced independently and at the sole discretion of JTA’s edito-
rial team.

nals around the globe. But that
is part of the challenge and sci-
ence of the hobby. “It is like

fishing. When the fishing is lousy, you have to figure out where the fish
are and how best to catch them.”

“This hobby is really diverse,” he says. “It offers something for every-
one.” To become a licensed amateur radio operator, you must first pass a
basic 40 question multiple-choice exam which allows you to be licensed
federally and get on the air with your own call sign. There are two class-
es of license but getting the initial “ticket’ (license) is not hard with a bit
of study and some mentoring. Classes are held fairly regularly by WARC.
The hobby is also aging. In today’s era of sophisticated instant electron-
ic communication, the idea of “ham radio” is sometimes regarded as a
quaint pastime for seniors. But for dedicated hams, both young and old,
it is a big part of their lives that combines scientific study, electronics and
antenna building, operating, public service, competition and socializing.
Getting young people interested in Ham radio is perhaps the biggest chal-
lenge facing amateur radio today. But when the Ham bug bites, it often
becomes a lifelong hobby and a very rewarding one. 

“The best ham radio operators are those who do more listening than
talking. It is amazing how much you can learn.”

Yoskeh and Nurit Marmurstein enjoy winter blossoms in Alumum,
Israel, in 2012. Nurit, right, chose to go to Switzerland to have an
assisted suicide. (Courtesy of Yoskeh Marmurstein)

Continued from  previous page.
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Partisanship wrecked a consensus on stopping Iran. 
Is it too late to resurrect it?

The Europeans and Democrats want to return to the 2015 nuclear deal. 
But the real danger would be if Iran were let off the hook, not the threat of war.

(June 28, 2019 / JNS) Foreign policy wasn’t a
priority during this week’s first Democratic pres-
idential debates. But to the extent that it was
mentioned as 20 of the more than two-dozen
Democrats currently running for president held
their first audition for primary voters, the
answers were hardly encouraging in terms of
dealing with the nuclear threat from Iran. Like
just about every other policy question facing the

nation, Iran is now viewed solely through a political lens. That means that
opposing U.S. President Donald Trump’s decision to withdraw from that
deeply flawed pact and his attempts to pressure the Iranians to return to the
negotiating table is now—just as it was
during the debate over its adoption four
years ago—a partisan litmus test for
Democrats.

When asked at the first of the two
debates whether they would bring the
United States back into the nuclear deal
if they were elected, nine of the 10 said
they would. The only dissenter, Sen.
Corey Booker (D-N.J.) criticized
Trump’s decision to pull out of the deal
for which he had voted. But he said he
would not automatically re-enter it and
promised to instead seek better terms. That earned Booker rebukes from
liberal critics, who accused him of “parroting Trump.”

One night later, during the second debate, the only mention of Iran came
from Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.), who said her “first act” as president
“will be to engage Iran to stabilize the Middle East and make sure we do
not start an unwanted, never-ending war,” which she claimed Trump was
“hell-bent” on starting. No one on the stage with her disagreed or emulat-
ed Booker’s ambivalence.

This is good news for Iran for two reasons.
One is that it seemingly vindicates the “advice” its leaders received from

former Secretary of State John Kerry that they should merely “wait out”
Trump until he’s replaced by a more pliant Democrat. The expectation then
is that any Democratic president, except perhaps Booker, will drop the
sanctions and end the pressure on Tehran to re-negotiate a deal that will
actually prevent them from acquiring a weapon, as well as force them to
give up illegal missile tests and support for terrorism.

Just as unfortunate is that the discussion has centered on the claim that
Trump is attempting to start a war and ignores the vital U.S. interest in
walking back the progress Iran has made towards regional hegemony as a
result of the nuclear deal.

Perhaps it’s inevitable in our hyper-partisan era that anything Trump does
would be opposed, if not demonized by Democrats. That leads to discus-
sions about issues on which there are profound differences, such as illegal
immigration, in which the discussion is framed in such apocalyptic terms
that cause even sober observers to use analogies to the Holocaust, which
are not even remotely justified by the facts.

That didn’t have to be the case with Iran.
Only a few short years ago, there appeared to be a bipartisan consensus

on Iran. Most Democrats and Republicans vowed to stop Iran from achiev-
ing its nuclear ambitions. Indeed, in the 2012 presidential debate devoted
to foreign policy, President Barack Obama vowed that any agreement with
Iran would have to include the end of its nuclear program, a stand echoed
by GOP nominee Mitt Romney.

Though Obama was dragged somewhat reluctantly into enacting tough
sanctions on Iran—as much by tough-minded Democrats like New Jersey
Sen. Robert Menendez as Republicans—by 2013, the economic restrictions
had brought Iran’s economy to its knees and forced it to the negotiating
table.

But once there, Obama and Kerry’s eagerness for a deal at any price led
to concession after concession, and the deal that was eventually presented
to Congress (where by a sleight of hand, it survived by only getting more
than one-third support of either the House or Senate, rather than the two-
thirds it should have needed as a treaty under the Constitution) in 2015 was
a gift to Iran that enriched and empowered it without ending its nuclear

program. The sunset clauses even ensured that it would eventually get a
weapon.

Obama made support for the deal a partisan loyalty test that few
Democrats could refuse. And now that Trump has trashed Obama’s dubi-
ous achievement, his opponents regard it as just one more awful thing he’s
done that must be reversed when they return to power.

Yet if there is any issue that ought to be judged outside of a partisan con-
text, it is this one.

Trump merely took up the task of renegotiating this disaster sooner rather
than later, which any president would have eventually had to address. His
reimposition of sanctions has been a success since they have devastated the

Iranian economy and
forced it to cut back on its
funding of terror. And
though few of his oppo-
nents can bear to give him
any credit for good judg-
ment, Trump holding his
ground and refusing to be
goaded into a military con-
flict by Iran, which wants
the West to think that the
only choices before them
are appeasement or war,
was entirely correct. The

right course for the United States is to keep applying pressure and to be
undaunted by the desire of our European allies to keep doing business with
Tehran, and to eventually and hopefully peacefully bring Iran to heel.

Obama’s appeasing of Iran resulted in a more dangerous Middle East and
the spread of terror through its auxiliaries. One can only hope that if a
Democratic candidate is elected next year, he or she will seek to build on
Trump’s efforts, rather than empower Iran out of a false sense of loyalty to
Obama or an instinctual desire to appease. It’s not impossible to imagine
the rebuilding of the old consensus on this still very real threat. Yet as long
as Democrats are blinded by partisanship and hatred for Trump, moving
forward on Iran just won’t be possible.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor in chief of JNS–Jewish News Syndicate.
Follow him on Twitter on: @jonathans_tobin.

By

JONATHAN S. TOBIN

No settlement was reached and the par-
ties appeared before Justice Shawn
Greenberg on May 14 for a summary
judgment conference. At that time

Justice Greenberg ordered anyone other than the Raams and the lawyer
representing the BJE out of the courtroom, so we are not able to report
what was said during that conference.

The parties met again on July 2, evidently with no further progress
made toward a settlement between the parties.(Again, Justice Greenberg
ordered anyone other than the lawyer representing the plaintiff and the
defendants to leave the room, so we are not able to report what was said
at that July 2 hearing.)

Justice Greenberg has now scheduled the dates of October 3 and 4 to
hear arguments by both sides in this case.

In a memorandum issued by Justic Greenberg subsequent to that July 2
hearing, however, she wrote the following:

“There are two issues for me to decide: 1) Do the defendants owe the
plaintiff money for tuition and, if so, how much? and 2) If the plaintiff is
successful, what costs is it entitled to?

“In so far as costs are concerned, the plaintiff will rely on a clause of
the agreement with the defendant that says it is entitled to collect ‘any
expense associated with the recovery...including court and collection
costs’ as supporting a claim for solicitor-client costs. I told Ms. Mariani
that, in my view, that clause does not entitle the plaintiff to costs that are
not reasonable. In particular, in this case, the question is whether the
plaintiff is entitled to legal costs for bringing a claim in this court that
could have been brought in Small Claims Court. Ms. Mariani indicated
that she will be filing cases to support her position...”

Lawsuit
Continued from page 1.

Perhaps it’s inevitable in our hyper-partisan era
that anything Trump does would be opposed, if not
demonized by Democrats. That leads to discussions
about issues on which there are profound differ-
ences, such as illegal immigration, in which the dis-
cussion is framed in such apocalyptic terms that
cause even sober observers to use analogies to the
Holocaust, which are not even remotely justified by
the facts.



Wednesday, July 10, 2019, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   9

Community news

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
After two weeks I feel at home in Warsaw. The streets are nice,

people friendly, and the shops are beautiful. Friday night the
Sabbath angels follow me home from Warsaw’s only remaining
synagogue, while the cemetery is packed with Yiddish writers.
The dead Polish Jews ask me in my dreams not to forget them so
I write about them in Yiddish. 

REMIS FORUM July
JOIN US ON THURSDAYS!!!
Here is the line-up for July:
July 11th - “Jerusalem in 2030: Will Mayor Teddy Kolleck’s

Legacy Still Be Relevant?” Shai Doron, CEO Jerusalem
Foundation with Nomi Yeshua, Chief Development Officer

July 18th - “Lives Saved By the Kindertransport” 
Siggy Wasserman, a Winnipeger who was one of the children.
July 25 - “A Decade (or so) of Bookselling” Dr. Michael

Bumstead of Whodunit Bookstore.

Jewish-Muslim dialogue group
launched in Berlin

By TOBY 
AXELROD

(JTA) –
Jewish and
M u s l i m
e n t r e p r e -
neurs met in
Berlin on
July 3 to
launch an
“an uncon-
v e n t i o n a l
J e w i s h -
Muslim dia-
logue.”

D u b b e d
S h a l o m
A l e i k u m :
J e w i s h -
M u s l i m
Dialog, the
project of
the Central Council of Jews in Germany began with young busi-
ness leaders having an open exchange on the issue of cultural
identity and the job market. TV journalist Shakuntala Banerjee
served as the moderator.

Central Council President Josef Schuster said the project aims
to break down stereotypes and prevent anti-Semitism and
Islamophobia.

Germany has seen a rise in anti-Semitic crimes. Although
German officials report that the vast majority of anti-Semitic
incidents are carried out by members of the far right, some
Jewish leaders worry that anti-Semitic acts by Muslims are more
widespread than believed and are being underreported.

It is not too soon to intervene, Schuster suggested.
“People who speak to each other from the realities of their lives

can approach each other without reservations,” Schuster said in
a media statement.

The nationwide project has the support of Minister of State
Annette Widmann-Mauz, who heads Germany’s Federal
Commission for Migration, Refugees and Integration. The first
year’s events are funded with 1.2 million euros ($1.35 million),
and will encompass various dialogue formats nationwide.

Speaking to a Protestant news service, Widmann-Mauz said the
project was designed to break down barriers between Jews and
Muslims, as well as prevent anti-Semitism and anti-Muslim sen-
timents from developing at an early stage.

She said she was appalled at the reported increases in hate
crimes related to religion.

“This is not a situation that we want in our country,” she said.
Additional Jewish-Muslim dialogue forums are planned for the

coming months with teachers, athletes, students, seniors and
women’s groups, the Central Council’s managing director,
Daniel Botmann, told the news service.

Josef Schuster, President of the Central
Council of Jews in Germany, speaks during
the 'Berlin wears kippa' event, with more
than 2,000 Jews and non-Jews wearing the
traditional skullcap to show solidarity with
Jews on April 25, 2018 in Berlin after
Germany was rocked by a series of anti-
Semitic incidents.

(AFP PHOTO / Tobias SCHWARZ)



Leah Gazan – the NDP candidate in the Federal riding of 
Winnipeg Centre is a “proud Jewish, Lakota, Asian woman”

By 
BERNIE BELLAN

H
ave you heard
of Julian
Edelman? He’s

a receiver for the New
England Patriots and
was voted this year’s
Super Bowl Most
Outstanding Player.

He is also common-
ly referred to as the
best “Jewish” football
player in the National
Football League. On
top of all that,
Edelman is not afraid
to hide the fact he’s
Jewish. He wears a
Star of David and
always refers to him-
self as Jewish.

Except that he’s not. He was raised Christian and only his great-grandfa-
ther was Jewish. (See a longer story about Edelman on opposite page.)

Still, if Julian Edelman wants to identify as Jewish – and apparently he
very much does so, who am I to quibble over a small matter such as – well,
really, he’s not Jewish – unless you are willing to accept that anyone who
says they’re Jewish – at least in part, is Jewish as far as they’re concerned?

I’ve been writing about Jewish identity ever since I took over as editor of
this paper. Quite a few times I’ve written that the actual number of Jews in
Winnipeg is a lot fewer than what the Jewish Federation had been saying
was the case. Then, to make things worse, the most recent census conduct-
ed by StatsCan (in 2016) said that only a little more than 8,000 respondents
in Winnipeg said they were Jewish. (Yes, I know many individuals have a
problem with the methodology used in that census.)

The reason I bring all this up is that recently I had a fascinating conver-
sation with Leah Gazan, who is the NDP candidate in the Federal riding of
Winnipeg Centre (currently held by Liberal Robert Falcon-Ouellette). 

When Leah Gazan won the nomination the story that appeared in the
Free Press the next day had this tantalizing bit of information: Leah’s
father was a Holocaust survivor.

That would make her at least half-Jewish, right? But the story in the Free
Press also noted that “Gazan is a former University of Winnipeg instructor
and human rights activist, as well as a member of Wood Mountain Lakota
Nation in Saskatchewan.”

The daughter of a Holocaust survivor, but a member of Lakota Nation? I
just had to find out more about this person. I attempted to email Leah at her
election office (using an email address I had found for her), but never heard
back, so I assumed she wasn’t interested in being interviewed by this paper. 

It turns out I was quite wrong. I happened to meet Leah at the Gay Pride
parade in early June and when I told her who I was and that I had attempt-
ed to contact her, she apologized for not having known about the email I
had sent and expressed eagerness to talk with me about her Jewish ances-

try. (I never did find
out what happened
with that original
email.)

As it was, we
arranged to meet at
the Tallest Poppy on
Tuesday, June 25.
(The owner of the
Tallest Poppy, Talia
Syrie, by the way, is
also part Jewish).
Also joining us was
Romeo Saganash,
who is Leah Gazan’s
partner, also the NDP
Member of
Parliament for the
Quebec riding of
A b i t i b i – B a i e -
J a m e s – N u n a v i k
–Eeyou, and a mem-
ber of the Cree

Nation.
I was curious to know about Leah’s father – how he survived the

Holocaust and to what extent, if any, did he identify as Jewish? I also want-
ed to know how Leah came to be a member of the Wood Mountain Lakota
Nation.

What ensued was quite an interesting conversation during which Leah
explained to me how she came to fully identify as a Native woman even
though, as she explained, not only was her father a Holocaust survivor, her
mother was half Chinese (Sadly, both parents died in 2007, Leah told me.) 

Somewhat ironically perhaps, as we were talking – and eating, the con-
versation turned to food. Leah did say that she loves Jewish food, that she
makes great “latkes” “matzo ball soup” and “kugel”. Later, after I had
turned the microphone off, Leah added that one of her best dishes is
“brisket” – and she proceeded to give me her recipe which, unfortunately,
I can’t remember, but it sounded tantalizing. 

As far as I was concerned though, Leah’s delight in being able to prepare
quintessentially Jewish dishes and her interest in attending Passover seders
and Chanukah parties only served to reinforce the view that I’ve held for
quite some time: that trying to establish what defines someone as “Jewish”
is constantly shifting. 

Leah’s father, whose name was Albert, was born in The Hague in 1938,
she explained. When Germany invaded the Netherlands in 1940, Leah’s
grandparents decided to put Albert into hiding and he was shunted about
among different families during the war. 

Leah’s grandparents also survived. “My grandfather was in the Dutch
army,” she said. Her grandmother managed to survive by hiding “in a men-
tal institution until they (the Nazis) started rounding up people with mental
health issues and shipping them off to concentration camps”, which is
where her grandmother did, in fact, end up.

When I pressed Leah for more details as to what happened to her grand-
parents and father during the war, she admitted that she just didn’t know
much about what happened, saying that “the turmoil was so deep that my
family actually never spoke about it” (something that would be quite famil-
iar to many other children of Holocaust survivors).

“My dad wasn’t allowed to see family photos,” Leah added. “They (her
grandparents) put them all away. It was just too painful.”

Leah speculated that one of the reasons no one in her family wanted to
talk about their experiences during the war was that her grandfather “felt a
lot of guilt” over what happened to her grandmother (being put into a hos-
pital with mentally ill patients). Then again, she’s not really sure why no
one would talk about what happened.

Leah did say though that during the course of the war, her grandfather
assumed that her grandmother was dead. “He actually had a girlfriend dur-
ing the war,” she noted. When the war came to an end, her grandfather
found her father first, and only later did he reconnect with her grandmoth-
er. Again – how it all came about, she wasn’t sure.

After the war however, her grandparents, along with her father, came to
Canada, settling first in Fort Frances, later in Winnipeg. Albert who even-
tually became a prominent psychologist, moved to Saskatchewan when he
was quite young, which is where he met Leah’s mother, Marjorie.

Interestingly, Leah says that both her parents were “survivors”. Her
father, as already noted, was a Holocaust survivor, while her mother, she
said, was a “child welfare survivor”.
They both went on to attain Masters
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LEAH GAZAN being interviewed at the
Tallest Poppy on Sherbrook

She says she makes the best “kugel” - as
taught to her by her Lakota/Asian mother.

Leah Gazan’s parents, both of whom died in
2007: MARJORIE & ALBERT GAZAN
Albert was a Dutch Holocaust survivor.

Continued on next page.



Julian Edelman may say he’s Jewish - but he’s really not
By CURT SCHLEIER

(JTA) – Showtime has produced a doc-
umentary on New England Patriots star
Julian Edelman that’s so good that New
York Giants fans might even enjoy it.

For the uninitiated, Edelman is a mem-
ber of three Super Bowl winning teams
and apparently the only Jew ever named
the big game’s MVP. 

Raised Christian – only his paternal
great-grandfather was Jewish – he has
strongly identified as a member of the
tribe in recent years. 

He voiced support for victims of the
Pittsburgh synagogue shooting, and wore
the hashtag #strongerthanhate on his
cleats in a game against the Steelers last

December. He has visited Israel with
Patriots owner Robert Kraft and point-
ed to his Jewish heritage on social
media.

But is he actually a member of the
tribe?

While his father has Ashkenazi roots,
this is what Edelman had to say on the
topic on a media day before his previ-
ous Super Bowl appearance with the
Patriots in 2012:

“Well, I’m not completely Jewish, if
you know what I mean. I know people
want me to be. My father is Jewish. My
mother isn’t. I’ve been asked this
before. I guess you could say I’m kind
of Jewish but not really.”

For the record, while traditional Jews believe one must have a Jewish
mother or convert in order to be considered Jewish, both Reform and
Reconstructionist Jews recognize patrilineal descent.

In an interview with the NFL Network in 2014, Edelman asserted more
clearly that he is in fact Jewish. When asked for some “good Christmas
answers” to questions from one broadcaster, Edelman said, “Well, I’m
Jewish, but I’ll try to keep it to Hanukkah presents even though
Hanukkah’s over.”

His father (not exactly your stereotypical American Jewish dad) became
an auto mechanic at age 14 but pushed him to succeed.

“My dad was just a little trailer trash white dude that worked his tail off,
didn’t have a dad,” Edleman said. “He started working at 14, didn’t get to
play sports. He dedicated his life to his kids to let us live our dreams. I love
my dad.”

For much of the time he is interviewed on screen in the Showtime docu-
mentary, he wears a visible Star of David necklace, and the narrator refers
to him at one point as a “short Jewish guy.” But the film doesn’t get into
Edelman’s Jewish identity.
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Julian Edelman, right, wearing a Star of David necklace,
with his dad Frank in the Showtime documentary “100%.”

(Showtime)

Degrees; her father actually had
three different degrees: Masters

Degrees in Psychology and Social Work, along with a teaching degree,
while her mother had a Masters Degree in Social Work. In addition, “she
was also a psychiatric nurse,” Leah noted.

Leah was born in Thompson – in 1971. Later, her parents moved to
Vancouver, eventually returning to Thompson, then Selkirk. When Leah
was seven the family moved to Winnipeg, which is where she has lived
ever since.

Her own career path has seen Leah become an instructor, first at Red
River College, most recently at the University of Winnipeg, where she
has taught “in the Faculty of Education” and “Indigenous Studies”. Prior
to that, she noted, she “was President of the Social Planning Council of
Winnipeg” for a number of years. Leah has also been active in a variety
of Native organizations.

While we did talk about her commitment to social justice and her
strong ties to the residents of Winnipeg Centre which, she noted, is one
of “the three poorest ridings in all of Canada”, I wanted to return to ask-
ing her about how she has come to so strongly identify as a Native
woman.

“Because my father’s family – my family, was killed in the Holocaust,”
Leah explained, “and you learn your culture through your family and
your community…it’s almost like you grieve something you never had.”

I did point out to Leah, however, that within Reform Judaism, Jewish
lineage can descend through the father, as well as the mother. So, I said
to her, “Welcome to the tribe.”

“Thank you,” she laughed, but then on a more serious note, Leah added
that, even though she’s not involved with the Jewish community, “I’m
really proud of my Jewish heritage.”

“I try to connect in funny ways,” she added. “Like, I make the best
matzo ball soup…and I make the best latkes in the world.”

At that point I couldn’t resist suggesting that Leah ought to brand her
latkes “Lakota Latkes”.

“I learned that from my Lakota mom,” she explained. “She made sure
I had a clear sense of my identity. She also taught me how to make
kugel,” Leah added.

My final question to Leah went like this: “We have two known Jewish
candidates for sure who will be running in the next Federal election in
Winnipeg: Jim Carr and Marty Morantz. If they both lose – and you win,
can we say that we still have a Jewish Member of Parliament from
Winnipeg?”

“Absolutely,” Leah answered. “You can say you have a Jewish, Lakota,
Chinese woman representing Winnipeg Centre.”

“You check off a lot of the right boxes,” I responded. “I won’t ask you
about your sexual orientation, although I did meet you at the Gay Pride
Parade. You’re not going to come out now, are you – and check off anoth-
er box?”

“No, I’m not,” Leah said – “not today,” she said laughingly. 
“You could say you’re ‘fluid’,” I suggested. And – seriously, Leah

Gazan presents a clear example of how being Canadian these days often
involves an amalgam of different identities. How each of us comes to
identify one way or another is often quite a subjective experience. What
this blending of identities portends for Jewish identity, however, is not at
all clear. What we do know is that there are a great many individuals out
there who have some Jewish ancestry – and, while they may not identify
primarily as Jews, they are aware of their Jewish heritage. If they choose
to identify as Jews, to one degree or another or perhaps when they so
choose, as much as others may have difficulty with that, that is the way
it is in Canada in 2019. 

Continued from previous page.
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Fringe Festival

Winnipeg Fringe Festival (July 17-28) previews
Ed. note: As has become our custom, we offer readers previews of shows
that have some sort of Jewish connection - either in the form of per-
formers, writers, people working behind the scenes, or perhaps a Jewish-
related theme.

Magnificence
KEIR CUTLER (Teaching

Shakespeare, Shakespeare
Crackpot) adapts his mother’s
award-winning memoir of her
summers in the Laurentians in the
1930s. “Simplicity isn’t easy to
find any more and neither is good-
ness. 

“In this story they are stunning-
ly exemplified.” - New York Times
review, 1973. “Keir Cutler is a
masterful entertainer” - Winnipeg
Free Press; “A phenomenal per-
former”  winnipeg-onstage.com
“One hell of a storyteller” - VUE 

Keir’s 15th Winnipeg Fringe!
Directed by Paul Van Dyck, win-
ner of Montreal’s “Revelation Award.”

35MM: A Musical Exhibition
A picture is worth

1,000 words but
what about a song?
Can a picture
inspire a song...or
16? In 35mm, each
photo creates a
unique song, a
story behind a
moment frozen in
time, a glimmer of
a life unfolding, a
glimpse of some-
thing happening.
This multimedia
song cycle marries
the art of photogra-
phy and musical theatre to bring you 16 different stories that expose the
spectrum of human emotion, from the euphoria of a new fling, the frustra-
tions of a Manny to the darkness that lurks behind the mind of a wanna-be
prom queen.With JOSH BELLAN. Directed by JOHANNA REINBERG

A Day in the Life of Myrtle 
The story of an extraordinari-

ly enthusiastic and creative girl,
Myrtle, who isn’t like everyone
else. Struggling to find her
voice, she is rejected by her
peers and adults need to “fix”
her. Seven-year-old Myrtle
flees from this rejection by
escaping into the adventurous
world of her imagination where
she is able to be powerful and
carefree. Through friendship,
Myrtle discovers her voice and
a place where her creativity can
belong.

Directed by Green Fools
Theatre’s Artist Director, Dean
Bareham, and performed by
JUDITH MENDELSOHN,
this original Canadian production was inspired by Judith’s own childhood
experiences and explores themes of individuality, equality, empathy, com-
munity, creativity and courage. This is a story that celebrates that which is
deemed as “different.”

Ingenue: Deanna Durbin, Judy Garland 
and the Golden Age of Hollywood

MELANIE GALL, internationally-acclaimed performer, comes to the
Winnipeg Fringe Festival with her new historic musical Ingenue: Deanna
Durbin, Judy Garland and the Golden Age of Hollywood.

Judy Garland is an icon, loved as Dorothy in Wizard of Oz. But in the
1930s and ‘40s, Winnipeg-born Deanna Durbin was the most famous

young star in Hollywood. Her
first screen kiss made front page
news in the New York Times. The
success of her first film, Three
Smart Girls, saved Universal
Studios from impending bank-
ruptcy. During WWII, Churchill
celebrated military victories with
a viewing of her films. Roosevelt,
Stalin and even Mussolini were
ardent fans. She was almost the
voice of Snow White in Disney’s
animated feature, and was a first
choice for the lead in The Wizard
of Oz. But at 27, Durbin aban-
doned fame for a life in rural
France, where she lived in happy
obscurity for almost 80 years. 

Deanna may no longer be a household name, but the joy and hope she
brought to millions in the midst of the Great Depression and WWII cannot
ever be forgotten. Ingenue tells the true tale of the lifelong friendship - and
rivalry - between Durbin and Garland, two great stars of Old Hollywood.
Including 12 musical hits made famous by Durbin and Garland, including
Always and Somewhere Over the Rainbow. 

“An unforgettable delight” CBC; “Gall is Astonishing!” MetroArts

Comedy Records Presents: Jay & Eytan
Jay & Eytan are a

New York based pro-
fessional comedy duo,
originally from
Canada. They show-
case a perfect blend of
sketch and stand up
comedy in their one
hour headlining act -
packed with energy,
countless punchy
premises, and just the
right amount of spice.
From quick off beat
impressions, to honest
& relatable stand up, to
fully choreographed musical numbers, they go right for the jugular when it
comes to the laughs. 

Jay & Eytan met at the Humber College Comedy Program in 2004 and
trained under SNL & SCTV alumni, Joe Flaherty & Robin Duke. They
have since been performing sketch comedy together at The Second City in
Toronto, The PIT, Upright Citizens Brigade, and New York Comedy Club,
honing their craft and building an undeniable chemistry. Because Jay &
Eytan mainly work their sketch material in stand-up clubs, they’ve devel-
oped a stand-up comic’s approach to sketch comedy, bringing stand-up
jokes to life, and filling sketches with punchlines.

Jay Wells L’Ecuyer & EYTAN MILLSTONE are the creators, direc-
tors and stars of the show. They’ve written & performed live sketch with
Canadian greats Colin Mochrie & Scott Thompson, have had two sketch
comedy albums reach #1 on the iTunes Canada Comedy charts, and their
web series, “Jay & Eytan”, has won multiple awards at the New York No
Limits Film Festival, The New York Short Film Festival, and the Portland
Comedy Film Festival. Jay & Eytan bring a high energy laugh riot that has
been tested across North America, so if you’re looking for a comedy at this
year’s festival, then this is the one!

The Walk in the Snow
Physicist, fugitive, pioneer. –for-

gotten Jewish heroine, On Christmas
Eve 1938, two refugees from the
Nazis walk out into the Swedish
snow. LISE MEITNER is chiefly
famous for NOT getting the Nobel
Prize.

“When she is perhaps best remem-
bered for thirty years of scientific
achievement, as a pioneering
woman, and for the walk in the
snow.” The Nazis wanted this
Jewish woman out of History: Did
they succeed?

This show seeks to set the record
straight. Sat on a tree trunk, they Continued on next page.

Melanie Gall as Deanna Durbin

Keir Cutler and his mother

Cast of 35MM (Josh Bellan at far right)

Judith Mendelsohn as “Myrtle”

Eytan Millstone (left) 
and Jay Wells L’Ecuyer

Jem Rolls
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make a shocking scientific discov-
ery. And the world changes forev-

er. From the creator of The Inventor of All Things: 5 STARS CBC,
Winnipeg Free Press, Edmonton Journal How did a shy Austrian, who
graduated high school at 23, open so many doors and achieve so much?
Jem Rolls tells the life of a remarkable and forgotten woman. “I will have
nothing to do with a bomb.”

SILENCE! THE MUSICAL 
(The Unauthorized Parody of The Silence of the Lambs)
Rookie FBI agent

Clarice Starling matches
wits with the brilliant but
insane cannibal, Dr.
Hannibal Lecter in order
to catch the serial killer
known as Buffalo Bill.
Clarice faces her own
demons while racing the
clock to unlock Lecter’s
clues before another
innocent girl is killed and
skinned by Buffalo Bill. 

This laugh-out-loud
naughty satire features a
singing chorus of flop-
pyeared lambs narrating
the action as Buffalo Bill
gleefully dances a hoe-
down while kidnapping
hapless Catherine Martin. Even Dr. Lecter, scary as ever, sings about the
life he’d like to lead some day outside the prison walls.

Fueled by a rabid cult following since the songs debuted online in 2002,
SILENCE! was expanded into a live stage show and shattered every box
office record at the 2005 NYC Fringe Festival, winning the NYC Fringe’s
Best Musical Award. A successful two-year Off-Broadway run began in
2011. SILENCE! The Musical combines whip-smart dialogue and shocking
songs to make a musical parody of The Silence of the Lambs that’s sure to
be popular with seasoned fans of the movie and FBI rookies alike.
MUSIC DIRECTOR – PHIL CORRIN

Anna and the Substitute Teacher
Gemini-nominated comedy writer Aimée

Beaudoin and autistic novelist and stand-up come-
dian ADAM SCHWARTZ (Aspergers a tale of a
social misfit, 5 STARS) present Anna and the
Substitute Teacher. This funny, heartfelt, family-
friendly play is about an exceptional day in the life
of a charming young lady with autism/Aspergers.
When Anna’s beloved teacher, Ms. Cobweb, is
replaced by a spooky substitute and Stephanie the
bratty bully becomes the new teacher’s pet, it’s up
to Anna to save the day!

Almost, Maine by
John Carian

A series of vignettes take you
on a journey to the same fictional
town, on the same night, under
the same mysterious and magical
Aurora Borealis. Cariani’s off
Broadway hit broke box office
records for a reason; In his char-
acters we see our selves in the
universal struggle of love, loss
and the search for human connec-
tion. In doing so, we are remind-
ed of the importance of having a
place to call home; a place where
the temperature often drops well
below zero—a place not unlike
Winterpeg, Manisnowba!
With NINA EILBERG

About the Director:
Cairn Moore is a director and playwright and teaches first year perfor-
mance at the University of Winnipeg. Her award winning play SHIKSA
premiered with Winnipeg Jewish Theatre in 2016. 

Continued from previous page.

Is your kid away this summer? Refresh yourself, not the camp photo page.
By AMY GOLDSTEIN

This story originally appeared on Kveller.
Refresh. Refresh. Refresh.
If you’re anything like me, you’ve probably

just sent a kid (or kids)  off to camp. And -
you’ve been engaging in your most frequent
summer activity: Refreshing the camp photos
website, scanning faces in hopes of finding your
child(ren) among the smiling masses. 

If you’re lucky enough to catch a glimpse of
your kid, your brain will likely fill with ques-
tions that you’ll desperately extrapolate from the
photo:

Do they look happy?
Do they look fed?
Are they with their sibling(s)?
Are they seriously wearing that shirt again?!
Was that a tear? I think it’s a tear. Why are they

crying?
Have they actually washed their hair with

shampoo?
My now 9-year-old daughter had her first

Jewish overnight camp experience last summer.
Before she left, I was convinced that I was not
going to be one of those parents – the ones who
simply cannot let go. But there I was. Instead of
spending the 13 days she was away being more
focused at work and enjoying the extra “free”
time afforded by one less child to think about, I
filled my time by constantly looking for her face
among the hundreds of photos posted on the
camp website each day. 

To be honest, I’m not even sure why I did it. I
love my daughter to no end, but I had been man-
aging an injured toddler at home, so to have one
child out of the house (I have three) felt like a
relief. Especially since I knew she was some-
where safe and fun, and not dealing with our
day-to-day hassles at home. Plus, she is fiercely
independent – she’s the type of kid who always
looks forward, never back. 

And, of course, my daughter was completely
fine while she was at camp. To quote one of the
two postcards she sent, she had a “sweet life here
at camp.” I seriously doubt she was worrying
much about us. The photo book I made as a sur-
prise and tucked away in her duffel was probably
all she needed to feel connected – if she
unpacked it at all, that is. 

Yet there I sat, spending hours each day look-
ing at the photo streams searching for her face.

When my clearly more mature daughter came
back from those two weeks, I was left asking
myself: Was that constant refreshing – that desire
to know what she was doing, the need to see her
face – really healthy for me? For us? And what
does it do to her camp experience to know that
the cameras are there and that I will be looking
for her? Why am I so concerned that she’s happy
and having fun? After all, when she’s home, she
is definitely not always happy, and she doesn’t
always have fun, and I am completely OK with
that. 

Plus, as we all now know from social media,
photos never tell the whole story. People put
forth the things they want you to see, and you
never know what really underlies an image. Just
because a couple looks incredibly in love at their
anniversary dinner doesn’t mean they weren’t
fighting in the car on the way to the restaurant.
And for every vacation photo of a happy family,
there were probably a dozen deleted images
because someone was crying. 

But what’s different about the camp photo
stream is that there is not time to edit the images
in the same way – they’re not only the happy
shots. And it’s those ambiguous pictures that can
lull us into perceiving these photos as truths. We
forget that there’s context – something a photo
usually cannot provide. And it is in this ambigu-
ity where we run the risk of reading too much
into a single second of a very long day.

Take that picture of all your child’s bunkmates,

minus your kid. Is she being left out? Or maybe
she was just in the bathroom? Or that picture
where they seem on the verge of tears? Maybe
the photographer caught them mid-sneeze. Or
what about that one of my daughter looking
incredibly bored with what appeared to be a
morning Torah study session? Well, OK. That
one may be accurate.

Many of us send our kids to camps where they
can have device-free weeks in which they can
truly disconnect. I loved that my daughter was
“unplugged” but, in hindsight, I don’t love that I
opted to stay plugged in. My daughter didn’t
know what I was doing, wearing or eating each
day. Did I really need to know all these details
about her?

This year, while she is away I will try to enjoy
the freedom, independence and fun that summer
camp can provide – for both my daughter and
me. And I will try to work on refreshing myself,
not the page. 

29th Annual Winnipeg Prophecy Conference

Friends of Israel
G O S P E L  M I N I S T RY

THE

Victoria Inn Hotel & Convention Centre
1808 Wellington Ave.

Winnipeg, MB R3H 0G3

September 19–21, 2019

888-664-2584 foi.org/conferences
for more information

HOSTED BY

T H Y  K I N G D O M  C O M E

Adam Schwartz

cast of SILENCE! THE MUSICAL 
Music Director - Phil Corrin

cast of Almost, Maine
featuring Nina Eilberg



By MYRON LOVE

I
n 2012, the 18 grandchildren
of Shmuel and Fanny
Simkin held a reunion that

was restricted only to their gen-
eration. 

On the weekend of July 25-
28, the cousins are getting
together again – but this time,
they are opening the event to
their children and grandchil-
dren and second cousins as
well.

“We are expecting about 130
for the weekend activities,”
says principal reunion organiz-
er Jerry Cohen.

Cohen notes that the Simkin
family was originally from
Mogilev in what is now
Belarus. The first member of
the family to come to Winnipeg
was his zaida’s younger broth-
er, Feivel Simkin, who was the
founder of the Israelite Press,
the first Jewish newspaper in
western Canada.

Feivel came here in 1906 and
brought over his parents,
Joseph and Rochel, two years later. Eventually, all of that generation as
well as their parents were able to come to Canada.

“Our baba and zaida began their life here as farmers in Birds Hill,” Jerry
Cohen says. “At the time, that was the easiest way to receive permission to
come here.”

Shmuel and Fanny gave birth to six children - Jenny Cohen (Jerry’s
mother), Clara Erlichman, Jim, Saul, Blackie, and Abe. In 1928, the fami-
ly moved into Winnipeg and opened Simkin’s Fuel – a coal and wood sup-
ply business. 

In the 1940s, under the leadership of Shmuel and Fanny’s four sons,
Blackie, Saul, Abe, and Jim, the company morphed first into Simkin
Construction and later into BACM, one of the largest construction compa-
nies in western Canada.

Cohen reports that seven of the first cousins still
live in Winnipeg, five live in San Diego and the
other six are in Israel, Miami, Denver, Carmel,
Vancouver, and Victoria. “Among us are doctors,
lawyers, business leaders, writers and educators,”

says Cohen, who was himself
principal of Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate. “And many of us
have been involved in commu-
nity leadership roles.”

The reunion, he notes, begins
on the 25th (Thursday) with a
supper only for the first cousins
and their spouses. Friday
evening will feature a Shabbat
dinner for all the participants at
the Saul and Claribel Simkin
Centre.

On Shabbat, all of the Simkin
Family members will be at
Congregation Etz Chayim, the
former Rosh Pina - which was
the unofficial Simkin Family
shul (the Simkin family was
among the synagogue’s princi-
pal builders). 

“Seventeen of the first
cousins were married at Rosh
Pina and we have celebrated
many bar and bat mitzvahs
there,” Jerry Cohen says.

Cohen will be doing the Dvar
Torah on the Shabbas while
Sam Simkin, a graduate of the

Brownstone Choir, will be davening Musaf.
“We would like to invite the entire community to join us for Shabbat ser-

vices and the Kiddush following,” Cohen says.
On Saturday evening, the family will be having a reception at the Inn at

the Forks. “We are planning a family quiz,” he says. “We will also have a
karaoke machine, music provided by Kinzey Posen and Shayla Fink, and
lots of family pictures.

On Sunday, the plans call for a brunch at the Asper Campus and a base-
ball game on the Campus grounds.

“On Sunday evening, we will do what Jews used to do here on a Sunday
evening – go out for Chinese food,” Cohen says.

“The weekend has taken a lot of planning,” he notes. “We are very excit-
ed about all getting together again.”
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Upcoming Simkin family reunion expected to attract 
well over 100 family members

Simkin cousins at a 2012 reunion:
1st row l-r Jack Simkin, Barbara (Cohen) Hyman, Saralyn (Cohen)
Greenblatt, Murray Simkin, Bernie Simkin, Gary Simkin, Simon Simkin
2nd row l-r Sam Simkin, Judi Simkin, Jerry Cohen, Ruthie (Erlichman) Gale,
Sharon (Simkin) Dudeck, Diane (Simkin) Demeter
3rd row l-r Ruth Simkin, Em Cohen, Martin Erlichman, Eby (Erlichman)
Wold, Jackie Simkin

Vancouver painter/author finds Light Within the Shadows

By DAVID J. LITVAK
Vancouver author and painter

Pnina Granirer has lived a
serendipitous life that has led
her from her home in war torn
Romania, to Israel, the U.S. and
eventually to Canada. A few
years ago, after a successful
career as an artist, Granirer
(who will be appearing in
Winnipeg at The Rady Center
on Monday, June 15th at 1:00
p.m.)  began to document her incredible life
journey. The result was Light Within The
Shadows: A Painter’s Memoir.

Granirer’s book is conceived as a play in
three acts based on her life - in three different
languages, in three different countries, on
three different continents. In the first phase of
her life, while growing up in Romania,
Granirer knew that she wanted to be an artist
from a very young age. She and her family
serendipitously survived the Holocaust in
Romania, when their small town of Bralia
was occupied by the Russians and not the
Nazis. This was due in part to the courage of
Mihai, the King of Romania who, at just 23
years of age, and realizing that the war was
lost, deposed the Fascist Romanian leader
Antonescu and switched sides to join the
Allies, just in the nick of time. On August
23rd, 1944, just as trains were ready to deport

the Jews of Pnina’s town
to the camps, the Red
Army arrived, saving
them from certain death.
Had she lived in nearby
Transylvania, which
became part of Hungary,
Pnina, like the majority of
the Jews of Hungary,
would have perished in a
concentration camp. After

the war, like many other Romanian Jews, she
and her family were sold by the Romanian
Communist government in a secret deal to the
fledgling state of Israel, where the next chap-
ter of Granirer’s life took place.

In Israel, after finishing high school and
serving one year in the Israeli army, she mar-
ried and moved to Jerusalem, where she stud-
ied art at the Bezalel Art Academy. She and
her husband lived frugally and happily in
Israel, but had to leave due to a lack of posi-
tions for her husband, who had completed a
PhD in mathematics at the Hebrew
University. They left Israel for the U.S.,
where he found a position at the University of
Illinois.

In the U.S., Granirer became an artist in
earnest in the town of Champaign, Illinois.

Continued on opposite page.
See “Granirer”.

Pnina Granirer



A
physical dependence on
exercise can sometimes
be classified as an

addiction.
After working for ten years

in the mental health field, I can
vouch for that. Many of us
have addictions to exercise -
including me, although I sup-
pose some people might like to

refer to it as a healthy obsession  rather than an addiction.

But, when you read the following story about a Rady
JCC member, I’ll leave it to you to decide where this per-
son fits on the addiction spectrum.

Last week I raced into my stretch and sculpt class at the
Rady JCC and said hello to one of the regular participants
whom I’ve often seen there. I learned that her full name
is  Patricia Maria Georgopoulos de Lacerda. 

I had never really spent any amount of time talking to
Patricia before, but when we did sit down to talk, I  found
her story so interesting I thought I’d write about her.

Patricia told me that she’s from Rio de Janeiro and that
she’s been in Winnipeg for the past three years, working
in community economic development. 

Life was tough - and dangerous, in Rio de Janeiro, she
said.

As both a lawyer and a business-
woman (she owned two restaurants, she
said), Patricia, along with her husband
(who was also a lawyer - a pilot as
well), found that daily life had simply
become too stressful in Brazil.

So, along with  their three children,
ages 9, 16, and 24, Patricia and her hus-
band decided to move to Winnipeg. 

Patricia said  that the Winnipeg  move
was one of the best decisions that she
has ever made. 

Patricia has been attending the Rady
JCC for the past three years - ever since
the family immigrated to Canada. She
says she’s made a lot of new friends at
the Rady JCC and found the centre to be
welcoming and inviting. Her favourite
two classes are Bosu (my least
favourite) and Zumba. 

Patricia told me that she began exer-
cising when she was 14 years old and
began working with a personal trainer at
that time. 

This particular day she informed me
that she had a splitting headache and
that exercise is her addiction. I asked her

what she meant by addiction?
She told me that rain or shine, headache or not, she works out doing two

consecutive classes daily, both one hour in duration, and that she does this
five days a week. 

Now, while I may often force myself to attend an aerobics class at the
Rady JCC when I may not be feeling my best,  Patricia takes sticking to an
exercise regime to a whole new level.

(My husband says that, between aerobics and mah jongg, I’m pretty com-
pulsive about sticking to a routine as well, but then again I say to him that
for someone who lives on his computer, he shouldn’t talk.)

Patricia adds that she loves the Rady JCC - the warm and welcoming
ambiance of the centre and its participants. 

Why did she join the Rady JCC when there are so many other  exercise
centres in Winnipeg? I asked her. She answered that it’s close to her house
and  it’s a wonderful facility, so why look elsewhere? 

So come on out to the Rady JCC - and start a healthier addiction. If you
happen to see Patricia, you can say “Oi”, which means “hi” in Brazilian
Portugese - or something else in Yiddish - after you’ve done a stretch class!
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Former Brazilian lawyer does two classes a day at Rady JCC
THE FITNESS MAVEN

By

MEACHELLE BELLAN

Eventually, after a few other stops along the
way, she and her husband settled in Vancouver
in 1965.  In Canada, she started to blaze her own
trail as an artist, incorporating Jewish and
Native motifs into her work, and exhibiting it all

over the world, including at Yad Vashem in Israel. 

In fact, Granirer’s  “Out of the Flames” triptych was originally created
for an international exhibition entitled Fear of Others: Art against
Racism. Each panel of the triptych took the viewer through three stages:
war, destruction and survival. In 2008, it was chosen to be included in an
exhibit at Yad Vashem entitled Virtues of Memory: Six Decades of
Holocaust Survivors Creativity. This large exhibition showcased the
works of survivor artists like Pnina. She considered this be one of the
highlights of her artistic career.

She also created a provocative book called The Trials of Eve which
describes the biblical tale of creation through Eve’s eyes. It is now in the
permanent collection of the Glenbow Museum in Calgary. It examines
the fate of women during history based on extensive research that
Granirer did on the myth of creation from the Hebrew Bible. This work
was also published as a limited edition book, a soft cover book and later
produced as a film.

In 1993, Granirer, inspired by ‘le génie de la Bastille (a week-long
open studios event in Paris) co-founded “Artists in Our Midst”. It was the
first annual art walk in the city, created to bring public awareness to visu-
al art in Vancouver. It was followed a few years later by a multitude of
similar events in the city.

In 2017, Granirer published her memoir, Light Within the Shadows; A
Painter’s Memoir (Granville Island Publishing). Pnina Granirer;
Portrait of an Artist (Rondsdale Press), an earlier book on her work that
was written by Ted Lindberg, was published in 1998. 

Today, Pnina is still a going concern, giving talks in Vancouver, Seattle
and next week, Winnipeg, about her life and the process of creativity as
an artist and a writer.

PATRICIA MARIA 
GEORGOPOULOS DE LACERDA

STEWART ELSTON
Alternate Broker 
Powell Property Group
Winnipeg REALTORS® 2016 President

204-781-9999
stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 

Granirer
(Continued from 
previous page.)
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Joanne Seiff

Maturation isn’t magic. It’s daily consistent effort.

T
here’s a funny story from when my hus-
band and I were first married. We were in
graduate school, but I had returned to grad

school after teaching in Washington, DC inner-
city high schools. I discovered that my husband
and his friend Lou, one of his grad school lab
mates, were regularly going out to eat fast food.

Worried for his health and our budget, I let my
new husband and our friend know that he was

absolutely ‘not allowed’ to be doing this. It was bad for them! My high
school teacher tone was threatening and both guys heard me loud and clear.

Lo and behold, later, they walked past the student center’s Burger King.
And guess what?! As Lou describes it (to this day: “WHOA! ….She shut
down Burger King!” Both believed that perhaps I had this huge power.
Rather than seem like I approved of their
secret junk food habit? I jokingly let them
think that I could shut down Burger King, all
on my own! Sometimes, for your own best
interest, you need to be told what to do.

The Torah Portion Chukat, Numbers 19:1-
22:1, is full of practical advice about how to
deal with challenges in life, including food,
death and sacrifices. There’s information about
how adults should clean themselves, change
clothing, and do other ritual routines as transi-
tions around deaths could prevent the spread of
disease. Yet, there are complainers who forget to be grateful even about
food, as when, in Number 20:5, the Israelites say, “Why did you make us
leave Egypt to bring us to this wretched place, a place with no grain or figs
or vines or pomegranates? There is not even water to drink!” Then, there
are divine-inspired miracles, like when Moses struck the rock (twice) and
the water appeared.

There is a medical term called “dysregulation.” It means something may
not “normal,” but it could be part of a metabolic, physiological, or psycho-
logical process. So, a person can be physically dysregulated (klutzy or
clumsy) or emotionally dysregulated (unable to respond with socially
appropriate emotions). Dysregulation doesn’t come from one thing. It’s a
general term. It means – this is abnormal – and maybe the person is
impaired by it. It’s something to be aware of and to work on.

Those who struggle with dysregulation may mature or become stronger
than average and successful because of how hard they work to function
‘normally.’ An example might be adopting an older animal shelter dog.
When I’ve adopted these dogs, sometimes they are already adolescents but
lack basic training or manners.

Through consistent, daily practice, my dogs become good at the few obe-
dience commands and behaviours I expect. When both my dogs sit on com-
mand at a street corner, a bystander, perhaps with an unruly dog, might say,

“Wow! That’s amazing! How did you do that?”
I smile. The answer is something like… “Well, I’ve been asking these

dogs to sit at every street corner every morning for the last 6-12 years.”
With a lot of practice, my “older” shelter dogs grow and learn. They are
every bit as amazing as a pedigreed puppy someone bought. It’s a matura-
tion process, and it comes with years of practice and the assumption of
responsibility.

In this Torah portion, there is the strong narrative voice and actions of
G_d, telling the people what is expected of them, and pointing out where
they may have faltered or failed. In effect, the impairments faced by people
who used to be slaves have to be overcome. They have been in a state of
imbalance because of their traumatic experiences. Overcoming that
dysregulation means healing, finding maturity and a reliable path forward.

All this doesn’t happen overnight. We can’t do it alone. I know about
“dysregulation” through reading about it in medical
reports. Yet,  through consistent learning, matura-
tion and hard work, humans (and shelter dogs) can
overcome many things. This is a process. It doesn’t
happen all at once. It’s a “two steps forward, one
step back” narrative.

I was reminded of this issue when I recently vis-
ited a newly renovated grocery store. While the lay-
out looked complete, the cashier said there was a
mountain of work still to be done in the warehouse.
Even the employees, on close inspection, were out
of sync. I watched a manager willing to give a

locked cart to a shopper for free rather than make change. Meanwhile,
another manager shooed away a person down on his luck who was asking
for change or food. There was a huge amount of new and fancy food on dis-
play but the food bank bin was nearly empty. 

The food store boasts of being community-minded, but it was dysregu-
lated. They’d lost their way. Just as in the Torah, nobody, not even Moses,
is perfect – he shouldn’t have hit the rock twice. Nobody should complain
about the lack of figs or pomegranates…but we’ve got shortcomings.
We’re all in the process of becoming something more. 

Growth comes through many paths. Sometimes, in order to cut back on
the fast food, you need a scary commandment from your new spouse! On
more important matters? There’s an important divine voice. It’s a series of
small ritual self-regulated steps that shape us into being our best selves.
May you know the pride of having children or pets or students who surprise
you with their growth and skills…whether it’s with their best behaviour, or
sitting on command at every street corner. 

Joanne Seiff is a freelance writer, editor and knitwear designer. She’s the
author of three books, including one about the Winnipeg Jewish
Community– From the Outside In. Read more on her blog: www.joanne
.blogspot.com

By

JOANNE SEIFF

Yet through consistent learning,
maturation and hard work,

humans (and shelter dogs) can
overcome many things. This is a
process. It doesn’t happen all at
once. It’s a “two steps forward,

one step back” narrative.



By MARCY
OSTER (JTA) –
Muslim political
activist Linda
Sarsour started a
mini-Twitter war
after tweeting that
Jesus was
Palestinian.

“Jesus was
Palestinian of
Nazareth and is
described in the
Quran as being
brown copper
skinned with wooly
hair,” she tweeted on
Saturday.

This led to a more
than 24-hour debate about the Jewish and
Palestinian roots of Jesus.

Sarsour noted that Palestinian is a nation-
ality and Judaism a religion, implying that
there is no contradiction between Jesus
being both Jewish and Palestinian.

“Palestinian is a nationality not a religion.
Your point is not negated. Jews lived with
Palestinians in peaceful co-existence before
there was a state of Israel,” she tweeted.

She then switched from insisting that
Jesus was from Nazareth, which currently is
in Israeli territory, to reminding her follow-
ers that he was born in Bethlehem, which
currently is part of the Palestinian
Authority.

She tweeted:
“Why so upset by
the truth. Jesus
was born in
Bethlehem aka
تيب محل in
Arabic. Bethlehem
is in Palestine. It’s
currently militarily
occupied by Israel
and home to a pre-
dominately beauti-
ful Palestinian
Christian commu-
nity. Yes, the birth-
place of Jesus is
under military
occupation.”

Some followers
pointed out that Palestine as a concept did
not exist until over a century after Jesus
died and that the land on which both
Bethlehem and Nazareth were situated was
called Judea.

She continued to double down on the
“multiple truths” about Jesus – that he
could be Palestinians and Jewish, finally
saying she had enough “Jesus talk” and
would turn her attention to the Women’s
World Cup finals. End of discussion.

The Jerusalem Post’s Seth Frantzman
wrote Sunday that: “There is no reason to
repackage Jesus as Palestinian. He can be a
historical figure from Bethlehem or
Nazareth without being “Palestinian.”

Sarsour’s attempt to reference the
Quran is interesting because she
seems to not mention other aspects of
how Jesus is described in Islamic
theology. For instance, he is seen as a
messenger to the ‘Children of Israel’
and an adherent of the laws of
Moses. He is linked to the line of
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the Tribes
of Israel, as well as kings David and
Solomon.”
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Linda Sarsour tweets that Jesus was
Palestinian and Twitter goes crazy

‘Politics is not for women,’
leading religious 

Zionist rabbi says
JERUSALEM (JTA) — A leading religious-

Zionist rabbi in Israel rejected the possibility of
asking former Justice Minister Ayelet Shaked to
head the Union of Right Wing Parties because
“politics is not for women.”

Rabbi Shlomo Aviner was one of dozens of
rabbis who signed a letter objecting to seeing
Shaked named head of the Jewish Home Party,
and thus the union. Shaked is secular.

“The composition of the party list is a state-
ment that expresses our priorities, and this state-
ment has far-reaching implications for us as a
public and for the educational message that we
convey to our children,” read the letter signed
by heads of yeshivas and pre-army preparatory
programs, neighborhood rabbis, and other rab-
bis. It did not specifically name Shaked.

The existence of the letter was first reported
on Wednesday by the Walla! Hebrew news web-
site.

Aviner, the head of the Ateret Yerushalayim
Yeshiva in Jerusalem and the former rabbi of
the West Bank settlement of Beit El, defended
the letter’s message in an interview on Thursday
with the Kan public broadcaster. “We think that
a religious party is needed because this country
is not just about its economy or security, it’s
also about faith. That’s why we need to have
people who dedicate their entire lives to the
Torah, who can lead these struggles for the ben-
efit of the nation.”

He called Shaked “really wonderful but
added: “Every person has their own place. It’s
not right, the complex world of politics is no
place for the female role.”

Shaked, who in the last election ran in the
number two slot for the newly formed The New
Right party, has said she will run in the
September elections but has not said which
party she will run with.

Linda Sarsour at BET’s Social Awards
at the Tyler Perry Studio in Atlanta,
Feb. 11, 2018 in Atlanta, Georgia. 

(Marcus Ingram/Getty Images for BET)

Neil Diamond’s life story is
coming to Broadway

By MARCY
OSTER (JTA) –
The life story of
iconic singer-song-
writer Neil
Diamond will be
told on Broadway
in a musical.

The untitled pro-
ject is still in its
d e v e l o p m e n t
stages, Deadline
Hollywood report-
ed.

“I’ve always
loved Broadway,” Diamond said in a statement. “The
inspiration for many of my early songs came from shows
like ‘West Side Story,’ ‘My Fair Lady’ and ‘Fiddler on
the Roof,’ so it seems only fitting to bring my songs to
The Great White Way. I’m honored and excited to be
working with this great team.”

Diamond announced in January that he would give up
touring after being diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease.

Diamond has had 10 No. 1 singles: “Cracklin’ Rosie,”
“Song Sung Blue,” “Longfellow Serenade,” “I’ve Been
This Way Before,” “If You Know What I Mean,”
“Desiree,” “You Don’t Bring Me Flowers,” “America,”
“Yesterday’s Songs” and “Heartlight.”

He starred in the 1980 remake of “The Jazz Singer,”
which garnered him three Top 10 singles: “Love on the
Rocks,” “Hello Again” and “America.”

Diamond was inducted into the Songwriters Hall of
Fame in 1984 and the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in
2011. He received the Sammy Cahn Lifetime
Achievement Award in 2000 and was honored at the
Kennedy Center in 2011.

He launched his career as a songwriter in the 1960s in
the Brill Building songwriting factory, penning hits for
groups like The Monkees. Diamond soon launched a solo
career, and his rich baritone coupled with his lively
onstage presence earned him the sobriquet “the Jewish
Elvis.”

Neil Diamond in a 2016 photo
Diamond announced in January
that he would give up touring
after being diagnosed with
Parkinson’s disease.
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PERCY GOLDBERG
Percy died peacefully at

his home in Winnipeg on
June 26, 2019 surrounded
by the people who loved
him most. He was 97 years
old.

He is survived by and
will be deeply missed by
his four children, Hennie
Corrin (Richard Corrin),
Barbara Goldberg, Patrice
Goldberg and Laurence

Goldberg (Diane Spivak); seven grandchildren, Mat-
thew Corrin (Kate Corrin), Rachel Nedelec (Adam
Nedelec), Adam Corrin (Lexi Corrin), Jonathan
Goldberg, Rebecca Goldberg, Eric Meche and Michael
Goldberg; and six great-grandchildren, Annie and
Whitney Corrin; Lyla, Charlie and Madden Nedelec;
and Piper Corrin; and will be sadly missed by his
brother-in-law and sister-in-law Paul and Karen Morton
and by his many nieces and nephews. He was prede-
ceased by his wife of 61 years, Elaine Goldberg in
2016, his parents, Morris and Flossie Goldberg, his
brother Stanley Goldberg, his sister and brother-in-law
Eileen and Barry Tessler and his sister and brother-in-
law Adele and Sidney Standil.

Percy had a certain something special that touched
people he encountered in an endearing and indelible
way. He was a great conversationalist and an engaged
and deferential listener. Everyone he met felt em-
braced by his warm and welcoming nature.

He was born in Winnipeg on August 15, 1921 and
spent his formative years in Altona, Manitoba. He
attended the University of Manitoba (B.A. 1942) and
then the University of Toronto (D.D.S. 1946). He
returned to the prairies and spent the first few years of
his dentistry career in Altona before setting up perma-
nently at 807 Portage Ave. in Winnipeg. He practiced
for 47 years and contrary to stereotype, enjoyed and
was rewarded by the practice of dentistry and the
people he encountered along the way.

Percy met Elaine Morton in the lobby of the Royal
York Hotel before the 1953 Grey Cup game. They were
married four months later and in less than five years
they had four children. Theirs was a long and loving
marriage and family was always the most important
thing in both of their lives. He loved and supported and
provided for his family and extended family until his
last day.

Percy led quietly and by example. To all who knew
him, he was a model of how to live and age gracefully.
Many people relied on his wisdom and good judgment.
He was fiercely independent, never uttered a complaint
and always put his own needs last. He was even-keeled
and patient, modest and dignified. “Everything in
moderation” was an expression he used and lived his
life by. He loyally supported the Jets and Bombers
(and, at the end, even the Raptors), read widely and was
intellectually engaged in life until the very end.

As his strength declined, there were many people
who stepped in to coordinate his care and for whom he
became a respected and trusted friend. The family
would especially like to thank Edith Mendoza, Maryann
Cuevas, Leonara Mamorno, Maria Taflan, Jasmin
Lamsen and Issac Okunola and Dr. Kevin Coates for
his exemplary and trusted care.

Funeral services will be held Friday, June 28, 2019 at
1:30 p.m. at Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, 561 Welling-
ton Crescent, Winnipeg and followed by a gathering of
friends and family at 622 Park Blvd. West, Winnipeg.
Shiva will be observed in Winnipeg on Sunday June 30
from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
at 622 Park Blvd. West, Winnipeg; and in Toronto on
Monday, July 1 and Tuesday, July 2 from 7:00 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. at 226 Stibbard Avenue, Toronto.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in Percy’s
memory to the Elaine and Percy Goldberg Fund at the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
(www.jewishfoundation.org / Tel. (204) 477-7520) or
CancerCare Manitoba Foundation
(www.cancercarefdn.mb.ca / Tel. (204) 787-4177).

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY BARON
who passed away

June 22, 1999
8 days in Tammuz

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren,  family and
friends.

In loving memory of

MORRIS
NUDLER

who passed away
July 2, 2004

13 Days in Tammuz
— Lovingly remembered
and always greatly missed by
his wife Pauline, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
25th Yahrzeit

A kind, generous, good
human being, our wonderful

SAUL SIMKIN
who passed away

June 21, 1994
12 Days in Tammuz

We miss you so much our
fabulous father.
- Your daughters Jacqueline
& Diane, son-in-law Steven
and granddaughter Nikki.

BEN STONE
who passed away

July 13, 2003
13 Days in Tammuz

In Memoriam

MARY STONE
who passed away
August 20, 2008
19 Days in Av

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MICHELLE
MOYER

who passed away
July 14, 2011

12 Days in Tammuz
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Andrew, children Ashleigh
and Dayne, mother Pearl,
sisters Brenda and Cindy,
nieces and nephews, family
and friends.

VERA HERSHFIELD
November 25, 1922-June 25, 2019

Vera Hershfield passed away peacefully on June 25,
2019, after a stay at the Grace Hospital following
multiple health challenges experienced on May 16.

Her survivors include sons Neil and Larry (Janet),
grandsons Daniel, Evan (Jennifer), Zachary, and
Gabriel, and nieces Sheilah and Joanne.

Vera was predeceased by her parents Abigayla and
Chaim Rosen, her brother Allan Ross, and Sam, her
husband of 61 years.

Vera was born in Leningrad in 1922 and came to
Canada as a young girl in 1930.

She thrived in the midst of a large and loving ex-
tended family, learning English quickly, and was an
excellent student.

In her life, Vera was a devoted daughter, sister, wife,
mother, and grandmother, as well as an active commu-
nity volunteer in several organizations including
Brandeis Chapter of Hadassah-WIZO and Shaarey
Zedek Sisterhood.

In addition to being a wonderful homemaker, Vera
also worked outside the home in various administrative
capacities. Her happiest and most productive years
were spent in collections and curation at the Manitoba
Museum of Man and Nature, where her work can be
seen in the Urban Gallery and the Nonsuch display.
Many happy times were spent with her children, grand-
children, relatives, and friends, guiding them through
the Museum.

Vera had many talents. She enjoyed oil painting, she
played an excellent game of Bridge partnered with Sam
and others, and she wrote many clever and funny songs
and articles.

Throughout her life, Vera was very kind with never
a bad word, made and kept many many friends, had a
great wit, and was very pragmatic in her outlook.

Living to 96 years old, with some health bumps along
the way, Vera faced her old age head on, clearly, and
with humour. She often quipped that “There ought be
a better system. Nothing seems to improve with age.”

Her family would like to thank the staff at Shaftesbury
Park Retirement Community (particularly Jan and
Brian), Home Care (particularly Theresa), Esther’s
Group (particularly Odessa and Lisa), and Grace Hos-
pital.

A graveside service was held at Rosh Pina Memorial
Park at 11:30 a.m., Thursday, June 27, followed by a
Meal of Consolation at the home of Allan and Leslee
Abosh. Shiva was subsequently held in Winnipeg and
Toronto.

Donations can be made to the Sam and Vera
Hershfield fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
or a charity of your choice.
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LARSEN
2X3 everlasting

2X3

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JULY  17

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

mother, grandmother and
great-grandmother

MILLY
GREENFIELD

who passed away
July 11, 1984

11 Days in Tammuz 5744
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

35th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

JOEL ALEX
MINUK

who passed away
July 3, 1990

10 Days in Tammuz
Forever missing you.
— Love Mom & Dad, Amanda
and Alex.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAXWELL
(MAX) NELKO

who passed away
July 3rd, 2006

8 Days in Tammuz
To live in the hearts
Of ones we loved
Is not to die
—  Forever loved and missed
by his children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren
and brother and sisters.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BUTCH MATHEW
BERNARD

NEPON
who passed away
June 27th, 1998

13 Tammuz
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by Sid and Esther,
Adeena and Tom, Danny and
Anna, Ahava and Frank and
Jonathan and Marni, Leo
Jerry Nathan, Sophie and Lily.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

mother and grandmother

MARY STEIN
who passed away

July 10, 1992
9 Days in Tammuz

Loving memories will never die.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
45th Yahrzeit

In cherished memory of our
father, zaide & great-zaide

MENDEL
MENACHEM

SZTERNFELD
who passed away

June 28, 1974
8 days in Tamuz

Your warm, gentle, good
nature, sense of  humor, wisdom
and unconditional love will
always be remembered.
— Lovingly, Hilda and Lenny,
Debbie and Jack, Penny,
Mandy, Marissa and Rob,
Hailey, Caleb, Zane, Rubie,
Max and your nieces,
nephews,  family & friends.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BETTY WOHL
who passed away

June 29, 2015
12 days in Tammuz

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DINA BLANARU
who passed away

July 14, 1998
20 Days in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her mother, brothers,
sisters-in-law, nephews and
nieces.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DAVID
BOONOV
who passed away

July 22, 2015
We laugh, we cry
We remember a wonderful guy
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your  children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DAVID
HOFFMAN
who passed away

July 9, 2009
17 Days in Tammuz

Ten years have passed
but forever you will
remain in our hearts,
minds and dreams.
— Lovingly remembered, we
sadly miss your music, humour
and wit.
Your wife Anne, children,
sister Lynn and Bruce.

In loving memory of

SHARNA
KARLINSKY

who passed away
July 22, 2009
1st Day of Av

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren and
sister.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DORIS T.
MARGOLIS

who passed away
July 21, 1997

16 Days in Tammuz
Though you are greatly

missed, the memory of your
vibrant and loving presence

continues to guide and
inspire us.

— Remembered by your
children, grandchildren,
nieces, nephews, cousins, and
friends.

22nd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RACHELLE
(SHELLEY)

SHORE
who passed away

June 30, 2007
15th day in Tammuz

— Beloved wife, mom, babby,
sister and friend.
Your passion for life and your
compassion for people live on
in everyone you touched.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
50th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SARAH
SOMMER
who passed away

July 3, 1969
17th of Tamuz 5729

— Forever young and always
in the hearts of your family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
BAUM

who passed away
July 17, 2011

16 Days in Tammuz
—Ever  remembered  and
never  forgotten by your loving
children and grandchildren.

Celebrity physi-
cian Dr. Mike

provides emer-
gency treatment

to Birthright
participant on
Israel-bound

flight
(JTA) — The

celebrity physician
known as Dr. Mike
may have saved the
life of a Birthright
participant aboard
the flight to Israel.

M i k h a i l
Varshavski adminis-
tered emergency
treatment to a 26-
year-old who was
having an acute
allergic reaction
about two hours
after takeoff, Ynet
reported. Flight
attendants asked
whether there was a
doctor aboard,
according to the
report Thursday on
last week’s incident.

Varshavski, him-
self a Birthright par-
ticipant 10 years
ago, monitored the
patient’s condition
until the plane land-
ed.
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West Side” of New York City, a synagogue
which had a “membership of almost 2,000
units”. 

“My first year I would be sitting at the feet
of the two senior rabbis,” he explained. Within that same year, Rabbi Kliel
was offered the opportunity to go to Miami once a month and work with a
congregation that had seen its membership drastically decline – from over
1200 units to just 200 units. 

Eventually that once a month position became full time and Rabbi Kliel,
along with his family, moved to Miami in 2005, where he became the full-
time rabbi at Temple Emanu-El in South Beach. After three years in
Florida, Rabbi Kliel moved to Nashville, where he was a rabbi for five
years, followed by another five years in Edmonton.

“Then I was approached about this job at Etz Chayim”, he said. “There
was something really exciting about being able to come back to the place
where I grew up. It felt like the right calling.” At that point I wondered
though, since Winnipeg has seen its
share of rabbis come and go over the
years, whether Rabbi Kliel could be
honest in answering the question: “Does
Winnipeg have a tough reputation for
attracting rabbis?” 

“I’ve met my share of rabbis who’ve
interviewed here and have said ‘Yah,
that’s the place where you have to plug
in your car’, but I think because people
know I’m from Winnipeg, they don’t
necessarily say too many derogatory
things about Winnipeg.” Still, Rabbi Kliel observed that “I’ve lived in a lot
of different places, my wife and I have five kids…this is a really good place
to raise a family.”

Our conversation turned to basketball. I told Rabbi Kliel that I remem-
bered having read articles in this paper about Carni, Kliel, and Or all hav-
ing played prominent roles on Joseph Wolinsky’s basketball team, so I
asked about that time. “Or was the star basketball player, wasn’t he?” I sug-
gested.

“Or was the star basketball player,” Rabbi Kliel agreed. 
So I asked Rabbi Kliel: “How good were you?” 
Rabbi Kliel responded with a smile: “How do you think Or got so good?”

(Or went on to star for Yeshiva University’s basketball team, Rabbi Kliel
noted.)

Speaking of athletics, I mentioned to Rabbi Kliel that we were going to
be running an article about football star Julian Edelman in this issue (on
page 11). 

I said that I was quite shocked to learn that Edelman is not, in fact,
Jewish. (His great-grandfather was.) I noted though, that Edelman now
identifies as Jewish. I wondered whether Rabbi Kliel had any observations
to make about individuals choosing to identify as Jewish when they’re not
really Jewish? 

“In some ways it’s intriguing,” Rabbi Kliel observed. “As a rabbi, my pri-
mary concern is about the Jewish people, but I also have a universal and
global perspective. I care about all humanity, but I think that if it sparks
something within that person and then, as a celebrity, that does something
to ignite further exploration for other Jews, then that’s a really positive
thing. 

“If you’re asking me whether I think he (Edleman) is legally Jewish –
that’s a whole other question. But, can he claim that identity? Sure, in
North America you can claim anything. Is there harm in that? Not neces-
sarily. As a Conservative rabbi, I have my boundaries, but I think it elevates
the whole idea of what it means to be Jewish in North America.”

Continuing in the vein of discussing celebrities raising awareness of
Jewish identity – even if they, themselves may not be Jewish, Rabbi Kliel
mentioned that a few years ago his brother, Rabbi Or Rose, penned an arti-
cle defending Madonna’s foray into Kabbalah, writing “how we should see
this as a positive because ultimately, she’s raising awareness about this eso-
teric Jewish tradition that for the longest time was not discussed within
Jewish circles.”

I said: “You mentioned boundaries. Your oldest brother (Avi) is gay.
Conservative Judaism now has gay rabbis –right? The boundaries sure
have moved, haven’t they?” 

Rabbi Kliel explained that, in 2006 the United Conservative Synagogue
movement decided that rabbis would be allowed to officiate at same-sex
weddings and that gay students would be accepted into the Jewish
Theological Seminary. He added though, that “Conservative rabbis have a
choice” (whether they wish to officiate at a same-sex marriage ceremony).

I asked whether Etz Chayim has had any same-sex marriage ceremonies

performed there? 
“Etz Chayim,” Rabbi Kliel responded, “interestingly enough, made the

decision long before I arrived that they would permit their clergy to offici-
ate at same-sex marriages. I’m not sure why it was the case, but Rabbi
Lander did not want to” officiate at same-sex marriages, “although Cantor
Tracy (Kasner-Greaves) was in favour of that…Part of the challenge is that
not enough people know our position.” 

“So”, I said, “You can state your position” for the record. 
“Absolutely,” Rabbi Kliel said. “Our position is we’ll officiate at wed-

dings where two folks are Jewish.”

“What about intermarriage?” I asked. “What’s Etz Chayim’s position?” 
“Because Etz Chayim is still rooted in the Conservative movement,”

Rabbi Kliel answered, “they rely upon the rabbi to be the arbiter of Jewish
law. In my role right now, as a member of the Rabbinical Assembly, a
branch of the United Conservative Movement, I am not able to officiate
interfaith marriages. Having said that, we are well aware that this is the
reality facing the Jewish community, and if we just put up walls, and aren’t

recognizing that people aren’t living
in the same configuration that they
once were living in 30 years ago,
we’ve come to the realization that
we’ve got to embrace folks where
one partner is not Jewish. 

“The question is: ‘How do you
bring those people in?’ We’ve been
doing some of that at Etz Chayim, but
I’ve innovated that we’ll ask the
Jewish partner to take an aliyah
before their wedding and we invite

their non-Jewish partner to stand with them, and I bless them and acknowl-
edge that what they’re entering into is a sacred relationship…I hope that
they understand that they’re welcome to be a part of this congregation. Of
course there are ritual boundaries that we set up.” (He mentioned, for
instance, someone who’s not Jewish not being called up to the Torah.) “The
bottom line is: We’re still wrestling with this in the Conservative move-
ment.”

I wondered though, since Congregation Etz Chayim had stopped belong-
ing to the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism several years ago (as
did Congregation Shaarey Zedek), why Rabbi Kliel felt obligated to adhere
to rules laid down by USCJ? 

“I still retain my membership in the Rabbinical Assembly,” Rabbi Kliel
explained. (When he was hired by Congregation Etz Chayim, he noted, the
synagogue actually had to sign a document saying that he would never be
put in a position where he would have to violate any of the Rabbinical
Assembly’s rules.)

That being said, however, Rabbi Kliel suggested that “we just don’t
make decisions willy nilly based on whatever is convenient. We really
wrestle with Halachah - with Jewish law, and the lingo we often use is that
the ‘nomos’ - the law (in Greek), and the narrative of societal advancement
come into play. Sometimes they synchronize nicely together and some-
times there’s more that needs to be worked out - to be massaged.”

As our interview was coming to a close, I thought it important to ask
about the actual number of members at Etz Chayim. I said, “I don’t know
how many members you have, but all synagogues in Winnipeg are
wrestling with the problem of declining memberships. Are there some spe-
cific things you can cite that you’ve tried doing since you’ve become Rabbi
at Etz Chayim to attract - or retain members?”

Rabbi Kliel responded: “I don’t want to say anything misleading. If I had
the formula to not only grow, but to retain members, I think I’d be getting
a lot of reporters asking to interview me. I think, in North America, there’s
a trend across the board, where attendance is down.

“I’m meeting young people all the time who are very proud of being
Jewish, but they don’t equate synagogue attendance with being proud Jews.
I’m still part of that generation that seems to equate your Jewish identity
with synagogue affiliation. Yes, we’re seeing those numbers come down.
That’s the reality we’re all dealing with. So, do I know exactly what to do?
I don’t have all the answers, but we’re making attempts. This is my first
year. 

“
The first thing that I’m trying to do with as many members as possible is

building that relationship…It’s part of the model to work on those rela-
tionships one on one. So, what are we doing? It’s part of the bigger picture,
but Tracy and I are spending an enormous amount of time with each of the
bar and bat mitzvah families…We’re trying to reorient families to the fact
that synagogue affiliation isn’t just episodic. It’s got to be lifelong journey
- so we hope you’ll stay for the long run.”

Community news

Rabbi Kliel
Continued from page 2.

“We just don’t make decisions willy nilly based
on whatever is convenient. We really wrestle
with Halachah - with Jewish law, and the lingo
we often use is that the ‘nomos’ - the law (in
Greek), and the narrative of societal advance-
ment come into play. Sometimes they synchro-
nize nicely together and sometimes there’s more
that needs to be worked out - to be massaged.”
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Feature story

I grew up Hasidic. I’m now a skeptic. I still believe in the Rebbe anyway.
By ELI REITER

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Growing
up, everyone seemed to have a
“Rebbe story.” 

The Lubavitcher Rebbe was an
outsized character. He led the
Chabad-Lubavitch movement for
over 40 years until his death in
1994 and changed the face of
Judaism across the world. Some of
my peers think he’s the savior, that
we’re living in the messianic era
and that he is still alive. Others still
believe in his wondrous self while
believing that he left this earth.

Others, like myself, don’t know
how they feel about the man who
passed before they were old
enough to see him. 

On Sundays, fans waited in line
at 770 Eastern Parkway, Chabad
headquarters in Brooklyn nestled in
the Crown Heights neighborhood.
They wanted to be gifted a dollar
from the Rebbe and perhaps even a blessing. 

That’s where the magic often happened: The Rebbe would wish confused
couples mazel tov and, months later, they would learn they were expecting
a child. He reversed depressing medical prognoses for non-Jewish
strangers. He sent letters to Chabad emissaries across the globe, solving
their internal conflicts that they never shared with anyone beyond their
families. After graduating as a student in Berlin, well into his ascent to
become leader of the Chabad movement, he stayed in touch with his for-
mer physics professor, Erwin Schrödinger. Not many rebbes stood in so
many worlds at once. 

Most of the time, I believe in these stories. But a part of me is disap-
pointed that I do. Many of these tales are supernatural, existing beyond sci-
entific facts. How can a rationalist like myself believe all these magical
accounts? 

At the moments when my doubt wins out, I am upset by my
suspension of belief. Does being skeptical make me a
heretic? 

Those alive at the time are tethered to what they saw of the
Rebbe with their own eyes. For us millennial followers who
were too young to see or hear him, he only lives on in sto-
ries.

I grapple with these narratives because the whole religion
of my childhood is built on tales. In elementary school, we
traded playing cards in the all-boys yeshiva I attended. They
weren’t of baseball or basketball stars – sports were for the
gentiles. Instead, we had gedolim cards, pictures of famous
bearded rabbis, both living and dead. Wizened old men (and
only men) from Europe, Israel and New Jersey. 

I was told stories about these people, about their near slav-
ishness to Torah study and their pious lives. Even at 7 years
old, I didn’t believe these stories. It was as if these people
never had a bad day. They always did the right thing and had
superhuman willpower. 

As I read the versions of their biographies published by the
Orthodox Jewish publishing house ArtScroll, I couldn’t help
but roll my eyes – what nonsense. 

So why is it that now, as an adult, I find myself believing
magical stories about the Lubavitcher Rebbe? Am I becom-
ing more naive? Am I a bad skeptic? 

Despite my skepticism, I believe in and love the magic and
prophetic powers of the late Rabbi Menachem Mendel
Schneerson. But that belief and love has its limits. 

The older I get, the less open I become, my openness to
belief changing and ossifying into cynicism. But I mourn that
loss of flexibility. I want to drink the Kool-Aid again. I
grieve the missing warmth of an organized group of believ-
ers.

Last year, I went to the mystical Israeli town of Safed on a
rainy winter day. It was just another tourist spot to visit, one
with small shops and gross hostels. Out of breath from the
high air, my hoodie weighed down from the wetness, I felt
the magic and lightness of the supposedly sacred location. I
felt carried by the invisible elements and the drops of spiri-
tuality. 

But I was upset as the magic won over and I had a religious

moment. How could I buy into
this?

Months later, I returned seeking a
similarly paranormal moment, that
feeling that would carry me beyond
science and rationality. But I felt
nothing. And that loss stung.

My on-again, off-again relation-
ship with Rebbe stories are similar.
At times they give me solace. But
when a Hasid opens the Igros – the
collection of letters that followers
sometimes use to seek answers to
contemporary questions by open-
ing to a random letter and hoping
for an answer – I roll my eyes.

Other times, when I think about a
letter the Rebbe wrote hinting
about things to come that later
came true, I feel relief that there
were people on this earth who were
a little bit more than mortal.

I’m learning how to balance my
rationalism and mysticism, and reckoning with the roller coaster of emo-
tions and thoughts that come with bouncing between these two directions. 

Scientific rules govern our lives. I carry the textbooks that give my life
meaning in my mental backpack next to the Sichos, the collected talks, of
the Rebbe. My devotion to scientific principles is as strong as my devotion
to the Rebbe. They both give my life meaning. 

But I also know that there are exceptions to every rule. I’m still grap-
pling, unsure of the balance between devotion and betrayal to rationality.
As we come to the 25th anniversary of his death, I have learned to celebrate
the exceptions to the scientific rules, even if it’s at odds with popular dis-
belief. 

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe, Menachem Mendel Schneerson, 
gives a dollar to a police officer in Brooklyn, Jan. 1, 1997.

(Catherine Karnow/Standard / Contributor)
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Community news

YMHA/Rady JCC Celebrates 100 Years
Activities & Events for the Entire Family

In 2019, the YMHA/ Rady Jewish Community Centre is celebrating its
centennial anniversary. 

One hundred years of providing programs, services and experiences to
the Jewish community and the community-at-large.  

Rady JCC Board Members and YMHA enthusiasts Murray Gilfix and
Tannis Mindell are the Co-Chairs of the 100th Anniversary Committee.
“Murray Gilfix and I are honoured to be the co-chairs for this amazing
milestone in the history of the Jewish Community of Manitoba”, comment-
ed co-chair Tannis Mindell. There are so many of us who remember with
great fondness participating in the myriad of activities offered by the
YMHA and now the Rady JCC. Over the 100 years, members both young
and old have had a place to gather and establish lifelong friendships. The
impact the YMHA/Rady had on so many lives is incredibly significant and
to celebrate we are planning a planning a Community Block Party , a
Hundredth Anniversary Concert and a Nostalgia Weekend with a Shabbat
Dinner, a replica of a Y Days Teen Canteen Dance and an informal
brunch.”

Community-Wide Block Party
Sunday, September 8 - 12:00-2:00 pm

Following SuperSunday, everyone is invited as we kick-off our
anniversary season with a Block Party. Activities will include
games, music, bouncers, hot dogs, face painting and fun for the
whole family.

YMHA/Rady JCC Celebrates 100: Rami Kleinstein & the Piano
Saturday, October 26 – 8:00 pm

Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture is celebrating its tenth season
in 2019. Our opening concert will pay tribute to our 100th anniver-
sary featuring Rami Kleinstein. Rami Kleinstein is Israel’s most
popular contemporary singer and musician. He has earned triple-
platinum albums for his soulful ballads, and won accolades for his
unforgettable live shows. In 2011 Rami joined The Voice in Israel
alongside Aviv Gefen, Sarit Hadad & Shlomi Shabbat. A 100th
anniversary reception will follow the concert.

91A & 370 H Panel 
Tuesday, October 29 -7:00 pm

Please join our panelists as they share their memories of 91 Albert
and 370 Hargrave. Our special guests for this meaningful program
will be Al Chisvin, Roz Greenfeld, Les Marks and Susan Turner.
Audience participation is welcome. Panel will be moderated by
Kinzey Posen. Presented in cooperation with the Jewish Heritage
Centre of Western Canada. 

Nostalgia Weekend 
Friday, Nov. 15, Sat. Nov. 16 & Sun. Nov. 17

Be sure to mark down November 15 -17 for a weekend of mem-
ories as we get together and reminisce about our “Y” days.
Activities will include; a Shabbat Dinner, “Y” Days Teen Canteen
Dance, Floor Hockey Tournament and  Sunday morning bagels and
social time. We hope former Winnipeggers will come home for a
nostalgic visit with their family and friends as we look fondly on
the past.

There are many great programs and activities to look forward to for this
centennial year in and we are looking for YMHA/Rady JCC enthusiasts to
get involved. Did you attend the old YMHA on Hargrave or the Y on
Albert? Were you a camper at Tikvah or Playmore? Perhaps you spent
Saturdays at Y Clubs. Feeling nostalgic about the good old days?  Maybe
you are one of the original Rady JCC members or daycare families or you
are Jewish Film Fest fan. If so we would love to hear from you. There are
variety of committees and volunteer opportunities to get engaged with.
Help make our 100th celebration and Nostalgia Weekend the best! 

Building on the success of 100 years, we are also launching $100 for 100.
You donation of $100 will help ensure that the YMHA/Rady JCC lives on
for future generations. 

Are you planning on attending? Would you like more details? Interested
in joining a committee or donating $100 for 100? Please contact  or
(204)480-6562. 

In first, Arab Israeli appointed
chairman of Israel’s largest bank

By MARCY OSTER
JERUSALEM (JTA) — An Arab-Israeli has been named chairman of

the board of a major Israeli bank for the first time.
Bank Leumi, Israel’s largest bank, announced the appointment of Samer

Haj-Yehia, 50, on Sunday. He has been a member of the Leumi board for
4 1/2 years.

His first task will be to hire a replacement for the bank’s CEO, Rakefet
Russak-Aminoach, who resigned Sunday morning hours before Haj-
Yehia’s appointment was announced.

He was a lecturer in economics at MIT, Harvard, the Hebrew University
and the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya. He has served as vice president
of financial engineering at Fidelity Investments, is on the board of direc-
tors of Strauss Group Ltd. and is chairman of the Audit Committee of
Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem. He is a member of the Council for Higher
Education of Israel.

Haj-Yehia has a doctorate in macroeconomics from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, a master’s degree in banking and a law degree
from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

“Samer is very talented. He broke the glass ceiling and will serve as a
model for young people in Arab society,” Knesset lawmaker Ahmed Tibi,
also an Arab Israeli, told Haaretz. “He is the right person in the right
place.”
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Entertainment

The new Netflix show ‘Family Business’ is a 
French-Jewish version of ‘Breaking Bad’

By CNAAN LIPHSHIZ (JTA) – 
One fan’s recent description on Twitter

of the new Netflix series “Family
Business” isn’t too far off: a “French
Breaking Bad but with weed.”

The French series, which debuted last
week, is a wacky comedy about a
Parisian Jewish family, the Hazans, that
turns its failed kosher meat shop into a
marijuana factory. And while it lacks the
macabre violence of “Breaking Bad,” the
two shows do share a reliance on witty
dialogue and strong acting.

Boasting a solid 7.3 score on IMDB,
the series has wide appeal likely in large
part to how it mixes race and family rela-
tions with fart jokes and surrealist
scenes. (One features the Hazans narrow-
ly avoiding arrest by telling police that the weed-stuffed dead pig in their
kosher meat truck has been genetically engineered to receive rabbinical
approval.)

For Jewish viewers in particular, the series has multiple hidden layers of
meaning, and offers astute observations about Judaism’s ability to adapt
and survive even when all seems lost – in France and beyond.

The decline of the Hazan family’s meat shop in the Marais district, for
instance, echoes the real-life departure of Jews and their businesses from
the area that once was the beating heart of French Jewry. Previously full of
kosher restaurants, butcher shops and other Jewish-owned small business-
es, the Marais has changed radically since the 1980s, becoming a bar hub
and mecca for boutique fashion shoppers.

Instead of selling and packing up, the Hazans decide to stay and adapt,
largely thanks to a web of lies and manipulations spun by the show’s main
character, Joseph, a failed, smooth-talking startup entrepreneur played by
the French-Jewish comedian Jonathan Cohen.

The daring plan, which involves growing $3 million worth of dope in
time for planned legalization, is also partly born out of crisis in Joseph’s
family. His Sephardic father is not adjusting well to the recent loss of
Joseph’s Ashkenazi mother.

The fusion of Sephardic and Ashkenazi ancestry is celebrated in the fam-
ily’s diet, which insiders will recognize both as an accurate reflection of
reality in many French Jewish households and a tribute to one of the
French Jewish community’s greatest achievements: Its ability to tran-
scend the Ashkenazi-Sephardic divide.

In one scene, in which the Hazans find themselves serving food to an
entire police precinct inside their illegal growth lab, the family dishes out
typically Eastern European foods alongside North African mloukhiya
stew. In another, Joseph’s father, Gerard, the Sephardic one, asks his
Ashkenazi mother-in-law to cook kishke – or as he calls it “that awful
stink of a dish” – to camouflage the scent of budding marijuana plants
from the cops working next door.

The family’s trademark product – the parallel of Walter White’s blue
ice in AMC’s “Breaking Bad” – is called “pastraweed,” a mashup of pas-
trami and weed.

Yiddish phrases like “bubbeleh” pepper the dialogue, along with North
African Jewish slang like “ya rab” and “miskin.” The show’s intro fea-
tures klezmer music.

Another inside joke is about one of French Jewry’s legendary figures,
singer Enrico Macias, who at 81 delivers a hilarious and self-deprecating
portrayal of himself as a cheap, slightly clueless and ultimately kind-
hearted geezer.

Between the lines, the show’s creator, Igor Gotesman, also used the
family biography to build a sort of microcosm of French Jewry – from
the liberal elements represented in Joseph’s lesbian sister, Aure, to the
conservative ones, represented by Gerard.

The Jewish identity of the characters is omnipresent, especially in shots
that include mezuzahs, menorahs and even the hamsa symbol, which
dangles from the rearview mirror of the Hazans’ delivery truck. The
attention to symbols is appropriate in a community where thousands of
members insist on wearing Jewish jewelry and yarmulkes even though it
exposes them to anti-Semitic attacks.

This aspect of reality, however – a rising anti-Semitism in the country
that has led to the departure of about 30,000 French Jews to Israel over
the past five years – is almost entirely missing from the series. There’s a
single reference to the community’s security situation, and even then it’s
in a scene where police blow up an important suitcase left by mistake by
one of the main characters in front of the meat shop.

The series’ writers also didn’t seem to make much of an effort to
explain why the Hazans – a well-to-do middle-class family with a coun-
try estate and children who attended universities – are very close to a
blue-collar Muslim family in which one of the sons is an Uber driver and

another is a drug dealer. Joseph lives
with a Muslim woman from that fami-
ly, and her brother is one of Joseph’s
best friends.

Such relationships certainly exist in
France. But they are rare, born out of
unusual circumstances that the series
does not attempt to explain and often
strained in ways that it shies away
from exploring.

Perhaps such treatment is too much
to expect from a goofy summertime
crime comedy. But in a country whose
society is currently tearing at the
seams over issues of race and class,
“Family Business” ignores such issues
at the expense of its relevance both to
France’s Jews and the zeitgeist.

Still, “Family Business” has its meaningful moments. In one of the final
scenes, Gerard, the family’s grumpy patriarch, offers Joseph a rare compli-
ment that seems to encapsulate one of the main themes of Jewish history.

“I’m proud of you,” he tells Joseph. “You fall, time and time again. And
each time you fall, you rise up again.”

Jonathan Cohen, third from left, is seen with other members
of the Netflix series “Family Business.” (Netflix)

Anti-Semitic crimes in California increased by
21 percent in 2018

(JTA) –Anti-Semitic hate crimes increased by 21 percent in California
in 2018 from the previous year.

A report issued on Tuesday by the California Department of Justice
found that there were 126 hate crimes motivated by anti-Semitism in
2018, up from 104 incidents in 2017.

A high of 160 anti-Semitic hate crimes were reported in 2009, accord-
ing to the report.

There were a total of 201 hate crimes based on religion in 2018, down
from 207 the previous year. The religion with the next highest incidence
of hate-crimes were Muslims, with 28 incidents down from 46.

There were a total of 1,066 hate crimes in California in 2018, down
from 1,093 the previous year.
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