
With so many Israelis having come to Winnipeg in recent years, and
with Israeli foods being so well suited to the hot weather we’re now
enjoying, we thought we’d take a look at some local eateries that are
run by former Israelis - along with some other places that also serve
the kind of food you’re likely to find in Israel. 

See the story and pictures on page 15.

At the Rady JCC
Ken Kronson Sports
Dinner, held Monday,
June 18, Carolyn
Lindner (née
Brandes) was chosen
Jewish Athlete of the
Year.

Carolyn went from
being a curling rookie
to a Canadian cham-
pion in just few short
months – a testament to the determined spirit that’s propelled her
in recent years.

At the 2017 Canadian Wheelchair Curling Championship in
Boucherville, Que., Team Manitoba – of which she was a part –
won the gold medal with a decisive 11-1 win over Alberta. Lindner
also captured the tournament’s sportsmanship award. At the 2018
Canadian championships, Manitoba went in looking to defend its
crown, and nearly did it again, coming home with silver.

After her four-year journey to redefine herself after an illness
that took her legs but not her spirit, Lindner has gone all in as a
curling para-athlete and one day hopes to suit up for Team
Canada.

For more on the Sports Dinner turn to Harvey Rosen’s column on
page 19.
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In search of Israeli cuisine - in Winnipeg!

Maxim Berent 
of Bermax 

Caffé & Bistro
1800 Corydon Ave.

Alex & Shani
Meron-Gamili of
Joy Coffee Bar
3311C Roblin

Blvd

Ami Hassan of
Falafel Place

1101 Corydon Ave.

Carolyn Linder named 
Jewish Athlete of the Year

Jewish Child and Family Service to receive $799,000
allocation from Jewish Federation of Winnipeg

At its Annual General Meeting, held Tuesday, June 19, JCFS
received a ceremonial cheque for $799,000 from the Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg, which represents the amount to be allocated to the
agency by the federation this coming year. That amount represents an
increase of $67,000 over last year’s allocation. 

In the picture above are (l-r): Elaine Goldstine, CEO, Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg; Al Benarroch, Executive Director, JCFS;
Danita Dubinsky Aziza, Past President, JCFS; Sherry Lercher Davis,
incoming President, JCFS; and Graciela Najenson, Development
Associate, Jewish Federation of Winnipeg.

For more on the JCFS AGM, turn to page 2.

Mameloshen holds series of concerts 
at Berney Theatre

Tracy Kasner Greaves and Casey Chisick in
concert together Sunday, June 24

Joe Eskow photograph

Story & pictures on pages 3 and 14

Operation Ezra picnic brings together refugees and volunteers in community picnic June 21
Over 200 individuals,

including 45 refugees spon-
sored by Operation Ezra and
80 government-sponsored
refugees, along with volun-
teers from Operation Ezra,
were in attendance at
Assiniboine Park for a bbq
on Thursday, June 21.

For more pictures from the
bbq, along with pictures of a
picnic sponsored by the
Russian Speaking Business
Association, turn to page 20.Some of the attendees at the Operation Ezra bbq          photo courtesy of Diane Levit
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Jewish Child and Family Service Annual General Meeting
By BERNIE BELLAN

The Jewish Child and Family Service held its Annual General Meeting
June 19 in the Berney Theatre. 

As a rule an annual general meeting is not the place where you’re going
to find out anything startlingly new about the performance of any organi-
zation. But, in perusing the financial report of the AGM several interesting
trends revealed themselves.

The first is that the level of financial support from the Province of
Manitoba was down substantially from 2017 to 2018: from $1,131, 768 to
$1,007,214 (a drop of $124,000). I surmised that the reason for the drop
was that there were fewer children in the care of the JCFS (for which the
Province provides some of the funding. The Province also provides fund-
ing for other JCFS programs.) 

I asked JCFS Executive Director Al Bennaroch whether that was the case
and he concurred. At the same time though, he said “that’s a good sign” –
that there are fewer children in care. The total amount spent on child main-
tenance dropped from $680,110 to $510,655.

The second trend which jumped off the page of the financial report was
the huge increase in funding for Operation Ezra – the program to assist
Yazidi refugees. All donations made to Operation Ezra are funneled
through JCFS. The increase in revenues from 2017 to 2018 was $197,000
– from $107,763 to $303,167.

During his remarks at the AGM, Benarroch noted that Operation Ezra has
now assisted 10 Yazidi families to resettle in Winnipeg. In addition,
Operation Ezra provided assistance to 45 other Yazidi families that had
been government-sponsored, Benarroch noted.

One page of the JCFS 2017/2018 Annual Report provided some very
interesting information about where exactly its resources are allocated. As
you can see from the accompanying illustration, almost 40% of the cases
handled by JCFS had to do with settlement (which wouldn’t include Yazidi
refugees, who would be classified as “resettlement” cases.) The proportion
of activity devoted to settlement issues is a reflection of the large number
of newcomers to the Jewish community who have been arriving here in
recent years.

At the same time though, the amount of funding that was allocated
through both the Asper Helping Hand Initiative and the Vickar Community
Assistance Program was down substantially – over $22,000 in both those

programs  (which are designed to help provide a springboard to newcom-
ers).  The fact that less revenue was required for those two programs is also
an indication that newcomers are  in need of less financial assistance than
was the case previously.

In fact, the cost of family assistance programs altogether declined from
$174,942 to $105,174,942 – another healthy sign.

In his remarks at the AGM, Benarroch also made the following points
about the 2017/2018 year:

- About 90 new families were welcomed into the community last
year

- 300 volunteers gave of their time one way or another to JCFS
- In its continuing series of programs titled “Can we talk about?”

JCFS held another successful program at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue,
this one about anxiety

- Ongoing programs continued in these areas: older adults, English
conversation (for newcomers), weekly employment workshops, Holocaust
survivors

Benarroch also said that JCFS staff had participated in several outreach
conferences with other Jewish family agencies from across North America.
The work that JCFS has been doing, especially of late in the area of addic-
tions, has been taken note of by other agencies, he noted.

“Other communities are in awe of the work we’ve been doing,”
Benarroch said. “Philadephia wants to know what steps we’ve taken to
expand addiction services.”

In other news, Benarroch noted that the endowment which JCFS has with
the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba has grown from $300,000 six years ago
to $1.7 million today.

Outgoing Board President Danita Dubinsky Aziza completed her term
and handed the gavel over to new president Sherry Lercher Davis.

Finally, the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg increased its allocation to
JCFS for the coming year from $732,600 to $799,000. A large ceremonial
cheque was handed to JCFS representatives by Federation CEO Elaine
Goldstine.

We asked Elaine why the report of the Budget and Allocations
Committee of the Federation has not been made public yet. That report
would determine how all funds raised by the Combined Jewish Appeal will
be distributed to the 12 member agencies of the Federation, along with
money for operation of the Federation itself and money to be allocated to
Israel. (Normally it would have been available by this time.) 

Elaine said that there has been a “delay” in receiving the final report. In
an e-mailed message to the community from Elaine and Federation
President Laurel Malkin it was noted that the” Allocations report will be
made public over the summer months and our agencies will begin receiv-
ing their distributions beginning in September.”

As soon as we receive that Allocations report we will have a detailed arti-
cle in this paper.

An illustration taken from the JCFS Annual Report showing how case-
loads break down by program areas.
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Remembering the bombing of the
AMIA Jewish Community Centre

in Buenos Aires
Wednesday, July 18, 2018 marks the 24th anniversary of the AMIA

Bombing - a terrorist attack of the headquarters of the Argentine
Jewish Mutual Association in Buenos Aires.

Cruel, deliberate, and indiscriminate, the bombing was by far the
worst terrorist act in the history of Argentina. A powerful bomb was
driven through the front gates of the AMIA building in downtown
Buenos Aires. The large, seven-story building was the headquarters of
Argentina’s Jewish community. At 9:53 am the bomber detonated the
bomb, leveling the building and reducing it to rubble. It destroyed
adjacent buildings and damaged apartments, shops, and houses around
the block.

The toll: 85 murdered; over 300 wounded. The area around the build-
ing, the heart of the traditional Jewish neighborhood, resembled a war-
torn city. Services were cut, transit rerouted, buildings propped up with
beams to avoid collapse. The irony was that Jews and non-Jews alike
suffered from this cruel act of antisemitic terrorism.

It is widely accepted that Hezbollah masterminded and perpetrated
the act of terrorism, as it had, 2 years before, when the Israeli Embassy
in Buenos Aires had been bombed. To date, no one has been brought
to justice.

The Argentinean Manitoban Association in conjunction with Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg, B’nai Brith Canada and Congregation
Shaarey Zedek will remember the victims of the AMIA terrorist bomb-
ing at a special community-wide commemoration service on
Wednesday, July 18th at 7:00 p.m. in the Berney Theatre, Asper
Jewish Community Campus, 123 Doncaster Street. Everyone is
welcome.

Mameloshen Festival celebrates
10th Anniversary

By SHARON LOVE

The 10th anniver-
sary celebration
of the Mam-

eloshen Festival of
Yiddish Entertain-
ment and Culture took
place during the week
of June 17-24, 2018 in
the form of four
amazing concerts held
at the Berney Theatre. 

The Rady JCC, in
partnership with The
I.L. Peretz Folk
School Endowment
Trust. hosted a combi-
nation of internation-
ally acclaimed as well
as top local musical
performing artists. 

Daniel Kahn, a
Detroit-born and
Berlin-based singer,
poet, activist, transla-
tor and multi talented
instrumentalist, along
with his band, The
Painted Bird, opened
the festival on
Sunday, June 17th,
with a strong rendi-
tion of ‘Avreml, Der
Marvikher’, followed
by songs from their
new CD, “The
Butcher’s Share”.
Themes of fighting for workers’ rights and for a better world permeated
their performance as they celebrated their “Freedom is a Verb” tour. The
reality is that songs they performed, such as ‘Arbeter Froyen’, ‘Shtil Di
Nacht’, ‘Sheyres Hora’, and ‘Arbetslozer Marsh’, although originally writ-
ten years ago, are still relevant today! Kahn also did not disappoint with his
greatly anticipated encore. He came back on stage, alone, accompanying
himself on guitar, and sang his haunting Yiddish rendition of ‘Hallelujah’,
which he himself translated and which is his personal tribute to Leonard
Cohen.

The concert held on Wednesday, June 20th marked the 10th appearance
at the Mameloshen Festival of the Gray Academy Students choir. Under
the direction of David Vamos and accompanied on piano by Tatyana
Smolyaninov, their songs formed a suite with the theme of boy meets girl,
boy loses girl, followed by the hoped for happy ending. Starting with
‘Tumbalalaika’ and ending with ‘Chossen Kalle Maze Tov’, their diction
was great and their enthusiasm was appreciated by the audience.

Yiddish and Broadway diva, Joanne Borts, also took to the stage on the
same evening. Borts stated how excited she was to be part of the festival
again (she was here in 2009), and that she is a proud graduate of the Peretz
School in New York and was even inspired by Hershel Fox when she was
embarking on her musical performance career. This vivacious entertainer
showcased her wide vocal range. She opened with an upbeat rendition of
‘Nayer Sher’. 

This was followed by ‘Shadchante’ from the current Joel Grey helmed
Yiddish language adaptation of ‘Fiddler on the Roof’ which opens in New
York on July 4th in which both Borts and Kahn are starring. She also sang
songs from her CD ‘Kids and Yiddish’ and even invited some young audi-
ence members to join
her on stage to sing

Mameloshen 2018 Gray Academy kids choir under the direction of
David Vamos, accompanied by pianist Tatyana Smolyaninov

all photographs courtesy of Joe Eskow

Tracy Kasner Greaves and Casey Chisick
with Kinzey Posen on bass and Rob Siwik

on drums

Continued on page 14. See “Mameloshen”.

Brothers Myron (on clarinet)
and Victor (on violin) Schultz



Short takes

Opening up and succeeding in a new busi-
ness takes a combination of many factors,
some of which may include experience,

intelligence, connections, timing, and ability to
adapt. 
I decided to do a story about some local busi-

nesses that specialize in serving Israeli food
when I was told that a new place called Joy
Coffee Bar had opened up on Roblin Boulevard,

not far from Assiniboine Park. I had met owner Alex Meron Gamili last
summer at a meeting of the new group I had helped to form, the Jewish
Business Network. I also met him again at Temple Shalom this past winter
when he was serving delicious coffees at a function there. At the time Alex
was operating a mobile coffee bar, but he told me that he was hoping to
have a fixed location at some point.

Over the years, there have been a number of places in Winnipeg that have
served foods that are popular in Israel – and whenever I dare to write about
any of them I take the chance that I’m going to antagonize someone else
for not having mentioned them. In this particular edition though I wanted
to focus on eateries that are owned by individuals who originally came
from Israel – as opposed to say, some of the fine delis or other establish-
ments we have here that serve foods you can also find in Israel.

The reason that I wanted to do that is because it’s so tough to make a go
of it in the restaurant business, especially when it comes to opening up a
new place. Three years ago two young Israeli-born guys opened up a fast-
food place on Corydon called Shwarma Break with the help of family
members. Unfortunately, it didn’t stay open very long. I can recall several
other attempts by former Israelis to make it in the restaurant business here.
It sure isn’t easy!

When I spoke with Alex at Joy Coffee Bar I asked him whether he’s
going to be able to withstand the uncertainties that come from operating a
business where you never know from one day to the next if you’re going to
have many customers. His response was that he’s quite aware of the prob-
lems inherent in having no idea whether you’re going to be busy or not –
and the headaches associated with staffing as a result of that uncertainty.
That’s why, he said, his place is a coffee bar – not a restaurant, even though
it does serve some food dishes. He doesn’t need a lot of staff, he says, if the
main purpose is to serve coffee (You can read more about Joy Coffee Bar
on page 15.)

The  other two restaurants that are owned by Israeli-born individuals
about which I’ve written – Bermax Caffé and Falafel Place, both have
interesting background stories. Bermax has been an ongoing experiment by
the Berent family to offer kosher food in a swank environment, while
Falafel Place is far more Spartan in its décor and ambience – its roots hav-
ing been in grocery stores on Sherbrook Street and Mountain Avenue oper-

ated by Falafel Place
founder Moshe Reuter. 

Since 50% of restau-
rants fail within the
first two years of their
opening, the fact that
both Bermax and
Falafel Place are still
around serves as testa-
ment to the abilities of
their owners to adapt to
the extremely fickle
Winnipeg restaurant
crowd.

Then, after I decided
I wanted to write about
food establishments
owned by individuals
whose roots are in
Israel, the idea came to
me that I should also
mention a talk that was
given by someone who
is famous for his entre-
preneurial skills, Ben
Cohen. I had invited
Ben to speak to our
Jewish Business
Network group, which
is now entering its sec-
ond year of existence –
thanks to the enormous

support it has received from the Rady JCC.

Without knowing in advance what Ben was
going to speak about, I was confident that his
presentation would impress members of the
group which, by the way, is made up largely of
newcomers to Winnipeg’s Jewish community.
As someone who has obtained degrees from
McGill, the London School of Economics, and
Harvard Business School, and as someone who
has successfully marketed a range of products
over the years, I was sure that Ben Cohen
would have something very interesting to say

about how to succeed in business.

About 20 seconds after Ben began to speak, on Wednesday evening, June
27 – and after he had said he was going to focus on the world of e-com-
merce, it occurred to me that I ought to record his talk, so I turned on my
iPhone and videoed his presentation. I’m sure that everyone who heard Ben
that evening – and there were about 70 people in the audience, left think-
ing how informed a talk he had given. Afterward, I asked Ben whether he
had given the sort of talk he had just presented many times before, since it
was so well prepared, and laden with facts and figures. I said to him I
assumed that surely he’s given lectures at the Asper School or to other busi-
ness groups. To my astonishment he said that he hadn’t done this sort of
thing before. 

So I asked Ben whether he would mind if I posted the video that I’d just
shot of his talk on to our website, jewishpostandnews.ca. He said that
would be all right. If you want to watch his talk you can do so by going to
our website and clicking on the video link.

Some very salient points emerged from Ben’s talk, including that  in the
United States, the online component of retail business - e-commerce, is
growing at the rate of 16% a year, while retail altogether is only growing
at the rate of about 3% a year – roughly the same rate by which the
American economy is growing.  This means that traditional retail business
is shrinking rapidly, while online retail business is skyrocketing.

“Consumers spent about $450 billion in online shopping” last year in the
United States, Ben noted, “which is about 9.4% of total retail.” Of the
online retailers, Amazon commands approximately 54% of the total mar-
ket, he noted.

But, how do you get to sell on Amazon? Ben asked the audience. “It’s a
little more complicated than selling on ebay,” he said, “but not that much.”

“You could start to sell on Amazon, but if you didn’t have the metrics, if
you didn’t have the place where to buy it from, if you didn’t manufacture
the product, if you didn’t have a source of supply, who would buy it from
you on Amazon?

“There is a new class of entrepreneurs,” he explained,  “and they have
developed the skills, the metrics, the financial depth, the logistics, to sell on
large scale on Amazon. I’m going to show you a picture of the number one
component of Amazon resellers. (At that point Ben held up a picture of a
Hassidic Jew.) About 20% of Amazon sales are fed by Orthodox Jews from
New York,” he told the audience.

The rest of Ben’s talk offered equally fascinating insights, but I just want-
ed to give you a glimpse of what was probably the most surprising fact to
emerge from what he had to say that evening.

When people have asked me why I wanted to start the Jewish Business
Network, which is an idea I broached to Gail Waxman and Tamar Barr of
the Rady JCC in April 2017, I have told them that it has allowed me to meet
so many interesting individuals who I doubt I would otherwise have been
be likely to talk to about their business interests. At the same time we’ve
heard from various successful businesspeople in Winnipeg – all of them
Jewish, who have demonstrated the vital role that networking with other
businesspeople has played in their lives. I would invite anyone who is inter-
ested in joining the Jewish Business Network, therefore, or knows some-
one who would benefit by joining this organization (for which there is no
charge to belong), to contact Julia Kramskoy at the Rady JCC, at jkram-
skoy@radyjcc.com.
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

Corrections
In our June 20 story about the panel on dementia we should have

included the Winnipeg Jewish Business Council as a sponsor of that
event. Also, Mark Mendelson was incorrectly identified as Executive
Director of the Canadian Associates of Ben Gurion University. In fact
Mark is CEO of CABGU. Zach Ostrove is Executive Director of the
Winnipeg Associates of BGU.

In my Short takes column in the June 20 edition, I mistakenly referred
to Yitzhak Ben-Zvi as the first president of Israel, Of course, I should
have known the first president of Israel was Chaim Weizmann.

Ben Cohen speaking at
the June 27 meeting of
the Jewish Business
Network
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Controversial illegal immigration an international issue
By MYRON LOVE

With the current ginned-up emotional furor over illegal immigration
at the American-Mexican border, it got me thinking about how
quickly the international furor about Israel’s efforts to deport some

of its roughly 40,000 illegal immigrants from Africa have dropped from the
headlines.

Readers may be aware that the matter of illegal immigrants – mainly con-
gregating in south Tel Aviv – has been a subject of debate – and, of course,
international concern, too – for some years. Most of the illegal immigrants
are from Eritrea – one of the most repressive countries in the world – and
south Sudan, which has been wracked by bloody civil war almost since inde-
pendence five years ago. 

Israel’s most recent attempted solution for these individuals – who are in
legal limbo – was to offer them money to leave the country and try to find
other countries that would welcome them. Canada has agreed to receive a
couple of thousand. A couple of African countries were reportedly willing to
receive the illegal immigrants but backed out as a result of international pres-
sure.

I am sure that there are those who would yell “racism”. It is a term that is
bandied about far too commonly. But the matter of immigration to Israel is
more complicated than can be explained by this simplistic view. After all,
Israel did airlift tens of thousands of Jewish Ethiopians and integrated them
into Israeli society. Also, there are many Israelis whose origins are from
India, Myanmar and Yemen.

So, no. The issue with the illegals from Africa isn’t skin colour.
Religious discrimination? Again, no. About 20% of Israel’s citizens are

Muslim and Christian Arabs. And tens of thousands of those who came as
part of the large scale Russian immigration in the 1990s are not in fact
Jewish. Maybe one parent is Jewish - or a grandparent . 

Certainly, Israel’s first priority is as a homeland for the Jewish People and
haven for endangered Jewish communities such as the Ethiopians – and
potentially Jews from Western European countries facing a rising tide of anti-
Semitism. 

One may recall that before the Nazis’ Final Solution, they were prepared to
allow Jews under their rule to leave Europe – but precious few countries were
willing to open their doors to Jewish refugees. And, even Palestine, the pre-
sumed future Jewish homeland, was closed to the refugees because the
British rulers of the region, despite the British promise of said Jewish home-
land, were more intent on appeasing the Arabs following the Arab Revolt
(1936-39).

As should be obvious, illegal immigration is not a problem specific to
Israel. It is a problem bedeviling most Western countries. In Europe, most
Eastern European countries have closed their borders to illegal immigrants.
The new government in Italy is now refusing to allow shiploads of illegal
immigrants to dock. The new government in Spain, after initially welcoming
a couple of boats that Italy turned away, is also now refusing new arrivals.

And German Chancellor Angela Merkel, the chief proponent in Europe of
open borders, looks to be on her way out – largely because of uncontrolled
illegal immigration.

In Canada, we turn away illegal immigrants if they show up at border posts
– but seem to welcome them if they find a way around the border posts.

To me, it is logical that a country has the right to determine who should be
allowed to come in. Democratic governments have a duty to put the needs
and security of their own people ahead of people from other countries– a duty
in which the governments of Germany and Sweden in particular seem to be
derelict these days.

Refugees - people who have been forced to leave thir homes and countries
due to invasion, civil war, ethnic cleansing or – in the case of Venezuela –
political repression and economic collapse, are a different story. 

There are currently more than 50 million people worldwide classified as
refugees, most of whom live in refugee camps in places such as southeastern
Kenya. Sadly, refugees can spend decades living in refugee camps. Dadaab
– with more than 300,000 refugees – is undoubtedly one of the world’s old-
est and largest refugee camp which I am sure most readers have never heard
of. The residents of Dadaab are Somali and the camp has been in existence
for almost 30 years.

While individual Western countries such as Canada are willing to accept
some refugees, the number that can be accommodated is necessarily limited
in part by the number of resources available. And, once again, the needs and
security of one’s own citizens have to be taken into consideration.

Sure, a small number of illegal immigrants are also manageable. And, I cer-
tainly sympathize with a couple of gay Ghanaians who crossed over into
Manitoba because they face discrimination in their native land; or Mexican
journalists who illegally enter the United States because they are on death
lists in Mexico; or a Tutsi medical student fleeing a pogrom in central Africa
who slips into the United States.

And I understand that many of the illegal immigrants look to Western
Europe and America for better lives.

But, there have to be limits to the numbers and checks on who is coming.
Without such checks, how can governments know if they are letting in mem-
bers of criminal gangs or terrorist organizations. Do we allow in people with
serious medical conditions? What about a single mother with little education
or training? Or a teenager who has been a child soldier and witnessed or par-

ticipated in horrid actions?
Do we have the resources to provide counseling for hundreds of children

traumatized by years of war and deprivation? We do a poor job of providing
for our own soldiers traumatized by war.

The ideal would be to find a way to help other countries to be more livable,
economically viable, and to reduce corruption so that people wouldn’t want
to leave. But that is not realistic. The changes have to come from within.

There are no easy answers - as those who call for seemingly unlimited open
borders would have us believe.

Incidentally, in the most recent update in the matter of illegal immigrants
in Israel, Arutz Sheva reported on June 19, “Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu’s two largest coalition partners have reached an agreement on leg-
islation to override Supreme Court rulings, paving the way for a new depor-
tation law aimed at removing thousands of infiltrators who illegally entered
Israel prior to 2013.

“Under the arrangement reached by Kulanu and the Jewish Home, a new
bill will be advanced allowing the Knesset to override the Supreme Court’s
rulings against the deportation laws with an absolute majority in the Knesset
of 61 MKs. If passed, the new law would enable the government to imple-
ment its plans to deport some 12,000 to 15,000 of the roughly 34,000 infil-
trators who entered Israel illegally from the Sinai Peninsula prior to the con-
struction of the border fence in 2012-2013. Some 60,000 illegal migrants,
mostly citizens of Eritrea, Sudan, and Somalia, entered Israel during the
2000s and early 2010s.

“While thousands left under a voluntary self-deportation program, more
than half remain in Israel, concentrated in a few urban areas, including south-
ern Tel Aviv.”

Show compassion for Gazans with cancer
For those of us fortunate enough to live in Canada, we fail to under-

stand that all that we do is “ political” - from the chairs in which we  sit,
to the clothes we wear, to the medical treatment we can or cannot get.
Unfortunately, recently,  Gazan women, for instance, have no longer been
able to enter Israel in the numbers they once could to receive basic treat-
ment for cancer. Sadly, there are no MRI machines in the Gaza Strip. 

Yes, this is an issue deriving from the ongoing conflict between Israel
and Hamas, but it has moral consequences.

What is the reason that fewer people from Gaza are being  allowed to
receive life-prolonging treatment in Israel? The June issue of the New
Yorker magazine reported the following (with regard to Hamas’s unwill-
ingness to release the bodies of two Israeli soldiers killed in Gaza):

“Last year, the soldier’s family petitioned Israel’s Supreme Court,
demanding, among other things, that ‘any humanitarian gesture Israel
makes toward Hamas be conditioned on returning the boys home.’ The
government stated in its response that steps such as ending humanitarian
entry to Israel would be ‘binding’ going forward. Early this month,
Israel’s hard-line Defense Minister,  Avigdor Lieberman, was asked if
easing restrictions on the people of Gaza would be conditioned on the
return of the two soldiers’ bodies to Israel. He replied, ‘If the Palestinians
want a humanitarian gesture, we also need a humanitarian gesture.’ ”

Some may argue this is comparing apples and oranges. The IDF senior
command has stated the two issues are not at all comparable. As Gadi
Eisenkot, the I.D.F. Chief of Staff, put it earlier this year, “The more the
humanitarian situation deteriorates, the more the volatility in Gaza in
2018 will rise.

“It’s not because treating Palestinian patients places an undue financial
burden on Israel. More than ninety percent of Gazans’ medical bills are
covered by the Palestinian Health Ministry, or by the patients them-
selves,” Eisenkot stated. 

If patients need care that cannot be given to them in Gaza, then why not
allow them through? When interviewed, many of these patients  expressed
gratitude to Israel for the medical care they received in Israel. Building
schools and hospitals, and educating the children of Gaza is the only way
to resolve this juggernaut of a problem. This is a project not just for Israel
but for the Arab world and the West as well; instead of being critical of
Israel, as member countries of  the UN love to be, they should be advo-
cating solutions that would involve building infrastructure to improve
Gazans’ lives so that there would be no need for any of them to have to
travel to Israel for medical care in the first place. The need for peace build-
ing has rarely suffered a failure!

As President Ronald Reagan once stated : 
“Peace is not an absence of conflict, it is the ability to handle conflict

by peaceful means”. This statement sums up my argument on how reso-
lution may be reached.
Alan Levy B.A., M.I.R, LL.M
Human Resources, Labour Relations, 
Leadership and Dispute Resolution
Faculty of Arts 
Brandon University
Associate Professor
Department of Business Administration
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Myron Love

June is traditional-
ly the time of
year for endings

and transitions. It is
when universities
award honorary
degrees (along with
graduate and post-
graduate degrees, of
course) and others
are recognized by
their peers for out-
standing achieve-
ment in their fields.

And, as usual at this time of year, current and former members of our
Jewish community are among the honourees.

The list of honourees this year is led by Dr. Marsha Hanen. On Friday,
June 15, the University of Winnipeg – in conjunction with convocation -
recognized its former president with the unveiling of a plaque and a recep-
tion for relatives (including this writer) and former colleagues. In addition,
the Spence Street pedestrian mall (between Ellice and Portage) – which is
part of the University of Winnipeg campus – has been renamed Marsha
Hanen Way.

Born and raised in Calgary, the daughter of the late Ben and Rowena
Pearlman served as president of the U of W from 1989 to 1999. She was
the first woman to serve as the University’s president and only the second

woman to serve as a
university president in
Canada.

A graduate (Ph.D.
Philosophy) of
Brandeis University
and a member of the
Order of Canada,
Hanen played a
prominent role in the
growth of the U. of W.
It was during her
tenure that the
University of
Winnipeg Act was
signed, a Bachelor of
Education program
was established and
the Bulman Student
Centre and Eckhardt-
Gramatte Hall were
opened.

She also played an
instrumental role in
having Spence Street
between Ellice and
Portage closed to traf-
fic and in the acquisi-
tion of the former
Salvation Army
Citadel on Balmoral,
which was trans-
formed into the uni-
versity’s Department
of Theatre and Film.

And, although she
has lived in Victoria
these past many years,
she has maintained an
ongoing relationship
with the university.
Her post-presidential
contributions to the
university include the
Marsha Hanen Global

Ethics and
Dialogue Fund
and the Marsha
Hanen Award
for Excellence
in Creating
C o m m u n i t y
Awareness.

While, in her
remarks at the

reception, she spoke about the great
strides that women have made in society
and the road still ahead, she noted that
she always viewed her role as president
as encompassing all students – male and
female.

* * * * *
The University of Manitoba also honoured a former Winnipegger this

year at convocation. On May 24, the Max Rady College of Medicine
bestowed an honorary Doctor of Science (honoris causa) on alumnus Dr.
Martin Yaffe, a pioneer in the development of digital mammography and
other diagnostic screening techniques for breast cancer.

This was Yaffe’s first honorary degree.
“I was delighted to have been recognized by my alma mater,” says the

Toronto-based researcher. “I earned my B.Sc. and M.Sc here (at the U. of
M.)

“The late 1960s and early 1970s were an exciting time” he says of the
period in which he was a student at the university.

Yaffe was inspired to pursue Medical Biophysics by Dr. Harold Johns,
the individual who developed Cobalt 60 therapy to treat cancer.

“Dr. Johns came to Winnipeg to give a lecture while I was studying at the
University of Manitoba,” Yaffe recalled in an earlier interview. “A few of
us guys were asked to take him out for dinner. We went to The Spaghetti
Factory. We had an animated and interesting discussion. That, combined
with his lecture, inspired me to want to pursue cancer research. Dr. Johns
took me on as a student and proved to be a wonderful mentor.”

Yaffe earned his Ph.D at the University of Toronto in Medical
Biophysics.

Yaffe has specialized in developing methods for earlier detection of
breast cancer. “Early on, I felt that detection of breast cancer could be
improved,” he recalled in that earlier interview. “I had some ideas for
adapting for medical imaging the new computers and technology that were
being developed. I refined the technology and got support from industry
and now that medical imaging technology is being used all over the world.

“We are working hard to try to persuade the people who develop health-
care policies how important it is to detect breast cancer early,” he says. “We
believe that government can do a lot more to encourage screening for
breast cancer.”

Yaffe was inducted into the Order of Canada three years ago.
* * * * *

At 74, internationally-known human rights campaigner David Matas is
showing no sign of slowing down. In a typical week in mid-June, Matas
had stops in Hong Kong and Washington, DC to continue to raise aware-
ness of the plight of the Falun Gong in China. On between, he stopped off
in Edmonton – on June 12 - to receive an Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree
from the University of Alberta in recognition of his lifelong devotion to the
defense of human rights worldwide

Over the years, Matas notes, he has received numerous honours, includ-
ing he Governor-General’s Confederation Medal, appointment to the Order
of Canada, the 2009 Human Rights Award from the German-based
International Society for Human Rights, with the Mahatma Gandhi Peace
Award last year and a nomination for the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize. But this
was only the second time that a university has bestowed on him an hon-
orary degree.

Matas’s commitment to human rights, he once told this writer, was moti-
vated by the lessons of the Holocaust. While Matas ( who also finds time

STEWART ELSTON
Alternate Broker - ACT Realty
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www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  O l i v e t  D i s c o u r s e
OF HIS COMING
THE SIGN

28th Annual 
Winnipeg Prophecy 

Conference

Friends of Israel
G O S P E L  M I N I S T RY

THE

Victoria Inn Hotel & Convention Centre
1808 Wellington Ave.

Winnipeg, MB R3H 0G3

September 27–29, 2018

888-664-2584 foi.org/conferences
for more information

HOSTED BY

���������	��
��������
��������	
����
�����	��������

�����������������
��������� !

�"�	��#���$�"��%����&�
'�

	����������������

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Current, former Winnipeggers recognized with 
honorary degrees, other awards

former University of Winnipeg President Marsha Hanen (second from
left) with daughter, Sharon, on her right; daughter Amy,  on  her left;
and brother Ron Pearlman.

DR. MARTIN
YAFFEDAVID MATAS

HARRY NELKEN

Continued on page 13. See “Awards”.
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Books

By Ronen Bergman
Published 
January 2018
Random House
753 pages
Reviewed by
BERNIE BELLAN

How many of us
get a vicarious
thrill when we

hear about yet another
daring Israeli exploit
that leaves people
everywhere wonder-
ing: “What will they
do next?”

Yet, as often as we
may have heard sto-
ries of one or another
of Israel’s security
agencies, especially
the Mossad, accom-
plishing some incredi-
bly daring feat, what-
ever it is that may be
in the news at a partic-
ular period has always
been accompanied by
the following qualify-
ing statement: “Israel
would neither admit
nor deny that it had
anything to do
with….”.

The mystery surrounding Israel’s intelligence and counter intelligence
operations only lends a greater aura of supreme capability to Israel. One
wonders, therefore, whether pulling back the curtains on Israeli intelligence
operations through the seven decades of her existence is at all damaging to
that country’s reputation.

Yet, that is precisely what Israeli military censors have feared ever since
the state was established. In this comprehensive and lengthy tell-all, author
Ronen Bergman has managed to thoroughly pierce the veil of secrecy that
has enveloped Israel’s spy networks. In doing so, however, he has appar-
ently infuriated those in Israel who are tasked with keeping a tight lid on
those secrets.

At the end of his book, Bergman notes that he did not receive coopera-
tion from any of the branches of Israel’s security services in writing his his-
tory of targeted assassinations conducted over the years by the Mossad,
Shin Bet, and Israel Defense Forces, although he did conduct over 1,000
interviews in advance of writing this book. Here is how the historian for
one very secretive division of the Mossad, known as “Caesarea” respond-
ed to Bergman’s request for an interview:

“Even if I were the last person in the intelligence establishment who has
not yet made the pilgrimage to you, I would by no means cooperate with
you. I despise whoever it was that gave you my phone number, just as I
despise you.”

Notwithstanding the admonition not to talk to Bergman, hundreds of
individuals associated with one or another branch of Israel’s security appa-
ratus did just that. Some of them were old men who figured that there
would be no harm in divulging details of secret operations with which they
were involved – at this late stage in their lives. Others were individuals who
bore grudges against certain individuals who, they alleged, had actually
harmed Israel’s interests through their recklessness or, in some cases,
timidity. 

Then there were those individuals who had been at the forefront of
defending Israel through the years, and who were deeply critical of two
aspects of Prime Minister Netanyahu’s policies which, they have argued,
are detrimental to Israel’s long term security: His disregard for the legiti-
mate aspirations of Palestinians, and his undermining of the accord that
was reached with Iran that saw Iran retreat from its pursuit of nuclear
weapons.

One name shines through in this book as a true hero though, and that is
former Mossad chieftain Meir Dagan. Interestingly, Rise and Kill First is
the third book I have now read in the past six months that lionizes Dagan.
The first was Harpoon, which told of Israel’s success in attacking the finan-
cial sources of terrorism; and the second was Bibi, the most recent biogra-
phy of Binyamin Netanyahu.

In all three books Dagan’s brilliance as a commando, strategist, organiz-
er, analyst, and finally, as a top-level bureaucrat who was not afraid to chal-
lenge the prime minister of the day, whoever it was, should ensure his place
near the very top of the list of individuals who have been key to safe-

guarding Israel from all conceiv-
able threats.

It would be impossible to sum-
marize the content of Rise and Kill
First in a short book review, since
it is a painstaking examination, not
only of the hundreds of targeted
assassinations in which Israeli
security forces have been involved
over the years, it is also  a meticu-
lous detailing of many of the meth-
ods Israel has employed in order to
infiltrate all levels of so many of
her enemies’ security apparatuses.

Is Bergman betraying any secrets,
therefore, in writing this book? For
anyone who has had any sort of fas-
cination with the lethal reputation
of the Mossad, for instance,
Bergman is simply recounting sto-
ries that have been bandied about

for years. What he does, however, is obtain first hand confirmations from
the very men who were involved in so many of those exploits, many of
which are legendary. He never puts anyone still active in espionage at risk
by revealing their names. Instead he uses code names to refer to certain
agents.

It hasn’t been all glory though for Israeli undercover operations against
her enemies. Many were botched, others proved to be quite useless. What
Bergman explains quite thoroughly though, is the level of planning
involved in most intelligence and counter-intelligence operations. In addi-
tion, despite the oft-hurled accusation that Israel targets civilians or is indif-
ferent to civilian casualties Bergman shows that to be a largely unfair crit-
icism in Rise and Kill First. So many operations that might have removed
dangerous foes in the enemy camp were scotched at the last minute when
civilians were found to be in the area of the targeted killing.

As I noted though in the last issue of this paper – before I had finished
reading this book, one individual in particular, Ariel Sharon, came in for
some fiery criticism from Bergman over his indifference to sacrificing
civilian lives in Lebanon when he orchestrated Israel’s totally unnecessary
war in that country in 1982. Later in life, however, Sharon seemed to admit

Rise and Kill First – The Secret History of Israel’s Targeted Assassinations

RONEN BERGMAN

Is Bergman betraying any
secrets, therefore, in writing this
book? For anyone who has had
any sort of fascination with the
lethal reputation of the Mossad,
for instance, Bergman is simply

recounting stories that have been
bandied about for years.

Art from the Attic - collecting art to
benefit the Stephen Lewis Foundation
Stephen Lewis was born in Ottawa,

Ontario and his parents gave him the
Hebrew name “Sholem”, a Yiddish deriva-
tion of the Hebrew word shalom, which
means peace, because he was born on
Armistice Day. He is the grandson of
Moishe Lewis, who, after immigrating to
Montreal in 1921, became Secretary of the Canadian Jewish Labour
Committee for many decades. 

Stephen followed in his grandfather’s and father’s (David Lewis) foot-
steps as a social activist. From 2001 to 2006, he was the Special Envoy
for the United Nations for AIDS in Africa. He was appalled at the devas-
tation that AIDs had caused in Africa. He started the Stephen Lewis
Foundation, a non-profit organization that helps people affected and
infected by HIV/AIDS in Africa.

Part of the Stephen Lewis Foundation is the Grandmothers to
Grandmothers Campaign, with grandmothers from Canada raising
awareness and money for the grandmothers in Africa, who are caring for
17 million grand children orphaned by AIDS.

Grands ‘n’ More is the Winnipeg branch of the grandmothers campaign
and this is the fourth year they are holding “Art from the Attic”, selling
donated art to people who want new art at reasonable prices. Proceeds go
to the Stephen Lewis Foundation.

We are looking for donations to support the foundation and the grand-
mothers, If you have art pieces that no longer work for you, or you’d just
like a change, we’d love to have your donations. And we will have vol-
unteers pick them up! Just call us.

To donate art, call 204-599-8787 and leave a message for a volunteer
to call you back, or email gnmafta@gmail.com.

Watch for more information on the sale! The giant art sale will be on
Sunday, September 30, 10:30 am – 4:00 pm, at Norwood Community
Centre at 87 Walmer Street, off St. Mary’s Road.

Continued on page 17. See “Rise and Kill First”.
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By MYRON LOVE

The two-storey structure at 49 Henderson Highway at the north end of
the Disraeli Freeway may look nondescript but inside, the award-
winning Studio 11 Entertainment Inc., is one of Winnipeg’s busiest

recording studios.
“We do it all,” says Jason Gordon, the driving force behind Studio 11.

“We record bands as well as solo artists. Our work encompasses rock,
blues, country and jazz. And we have had a lot of young and talented hip
hop artists coming through here.” Probably the most famous of Studio 11’s
celebrity artists was Kanye West, who dropped in to hang out while in
Winnipeg in 2007. “It was really exciting to watch Kanye sitting here writ-
ing lyrics on his laptop,” Gordon recalls. “It was really interesting listening
to him talk about his life and his art.”

“Eric Burden and the Animals” were another top act that graced Studio
11 with a visit and, notes Gordon, among the better known artists whom he
has worked with have been Winnipeg’s own Maria Aragon and leading
Canadian band “Jet Set Satellite” (which is based in Winnipeg).

Gordon has seen a lot of change in the recording industry in the nearly 20
years that he has been associated with Studio 11. “There has been a lot of
new equipment,” he observes. “But we still use some of our older stuff. The
older stuff makes for a nicer sound.”

Music has been Jason Gordon’s life. The son of Zvi and Rhonda Gordon
began his musical training on piano at the age of four. He also took up gui-
tar at 11 and has performed for years – starting as a teenager – with differ-
ent bands – including his own – across Canada.

He first came to Studio 11 at the age of 15 to record his music – and he
never left. “I began working here as a volunteer and sound engineer and
before long bought in as a part owner,” he recalls.

While he did sign up for a business program at the University of
Winnipeg at 18, he didn’t stay long. “I felt confident about my future at
Studio 11,” he says.

Studio 11 also offers piano and guitar lessons, he notes.
Gordon reports that most of his business is by referral or repeat cus-

tomers. “Our website also draws a lot of traffic,” he says. “Our name is at
or near the top of most search engines.”

He notes that what he can offer recording artists as a producer is his 20
years of experience in the business. “I can help walk the artists through the
recording session,” he says. “I help with the arrangements and the pacing

to produce the most polished finished products in the shortest amount of
time”.

The best way to start, he adds, is for him to hear the performer or band at
a show or rehearsal and take the sound he hears and work with the per-
formers on the arrangement for recording.

“I also have the connections to get recordings on radio and on Spotify and
other streaming services.”

He adds that CDs are still important as well. “For recording artists, the
CDs are part of their show,” he says. “It doesn’t feel right without the CDs
on sale in the lobby.”

Gordon notes that his rates are competitive and offers packages and pay-
ment plans. 

“I want to help other young musicians get a break,” he says. “I also want
to help Studio II grow.”

For Jason Gordon, Studio 11 is all-consuming. He works every day but
Sundays and Saturday mornings when he sets aside time for his little girl,
Lucy. When not with Lucy, he occasionally attends services at the Talmud
Torah Beth Jacob Synagogue.

For more info on the company or to book a session, Gordon asks that you
contact www.studio11audio.com or phone 204-663-0013.

Popular Trends in Event Planning
Here are some hot ideas for parties and

events that are trending now:
• Ultra Violet (a deep shade of purple) is

the Color of the Year for 2018. It is guaran-
teed to be all over events this year, especial-
ly weddings. 

• Metallic tones are always hot, but pair
them with a cool element and you’ve got

magic. Marble and copper is a timeless look that is perfect for any
party setting.

• Edgy angles are all the rage and shaped crafts and decor have start-
ed to gain in popularity. You don’t need to have a ton of geometric
pieces, just add a few geometric vases or some folded origami decora-
tions.

• Backdrops are still popular. The trend now is toward more natural
elements like using greenery garlands, succulents, floral drapes and
swags. 

• This year, it will be about savory comfort food bars in serving size
portions like slider bars and macaroni stations.

• Drink stations are getting a new twist. Out with the old martini and
mimosa bars and in with beer, brandy, bourbon and tequila drink sta-
tions. 

• Season mixing mashups are going to become more popular. From
Christmas in July parties to wreaths in June. 

• Guest are yearning for cozy intimate gatherings with simple laid-
back entertaining, comfortable seating and quiet nooks for conversa-
tion.

• Infusing local flavor into your affair by serving local food at an out-
door venue or an historic building or a local restaurant is becoming all
the rage. 

By

JESSICA KRAUT

Jason Gordon’s Studio 11 tops in Winnipeg

JASON GORDON
“I want to help other young musicians get a break. 

I also want to help Studio II grow.”

The Saul and Claribel Simkin Centre
Report to the Community

Manitoba Health Standards
In May 2018, The Saul and Claribel Simkin Centre underwent its bi-

annual Standards Review, conducted by Manitoba Health in conjunction
with the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority. The Standards Review
Process is an important component of the regulatory oversight conducted
by government for all personal care homes. The Centre was measured on
12 standards.

We are pleased to report to the community that The Centre once again
achieved a perfect 12 out of 12 this year. We had this same result in 2016.
Very few personal care homes have accomplished this. 

This result could not have been achieved without the support we
receive from the community. We have partners in the community who
support us financially – such as the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg and
the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, as well as individual donors who
contribute to sustain our programs. 

We have partners such as the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, whose clergy
enhance the quality of life through regular musical programs and the
Synagogue’s Sisterhood, which sponsors events at The Centre through-
out the year. 

Finally, we have many volunteers from the community who touch the
lives of our residents in a very positive way. Thank you to everyone. 

Our goal remains the same, which is to provide innovative programs
and services to our residents that meet their physical, cognitive, psy-
chosocial, and cultural needs and that allow each resident to achieve the
highest quality of life possible in accordance with Jewish values - a com-
mitment to kedushah/sanctity, derech eretz/respect for all people, and
kavod/honour due each person.
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This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School
Endowment Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching
Fellow, University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Rivka Basman Ben-Haim is 93 years old and the last Yiddish poet

alive. She was born in Lithuania, survived the war and immigrated to
Israel. Her new book “Eternal Paths” (1918) is a wonderful and power-
ful book about memory, Yiddish and old age. The poet may not live for
ever, her poems in Yiddish have no place, but the poems will live forev-
er and give eternal life to the people who once lived in Yiddish. 

Upcoming Remis lectures
The popular Remis lecture series, which is held every Thursday at noon

at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, has added new speakers for the month
of July. (See below.) Attendance is open to all.  The weekly luncheons
cost $20.00 (which is paid to Shaarey Zedek). For more information con-
tact Allan Cantor, Tel: 204 942 1766 or Cell: 204 793 8496

July 5th - Well known Winnipeg lawyer and for-
mer politician, David G. Newman, Q.C., after an
illustrious career that won him numerous honours,
made the decision to change his life’s trajectory. He
will tell us about what could possibly be called his
‘epiphany’.

July 12th - Dr. Jim Read is the Executive Director
of the Salvation Army Ethics Centre. He is often
called to other countries to speak on issues related to
ethical questions the Sally-Ann sometimes faces,
and when he addresses us he will have just returned
from such an engagement, in Africa.

July 19th - The founder of Aurora Recovery Centre
is Ian Rabb. He is also the Director of Business
Development and the Public Relations Officer. We
will hear from him what a rough and tumble journey
it was to get to where he is today.

July 26th - Using a family video, shot in 2002 of
her parents walking and reminiscing along Selkirk
Avenue, Harriet Zaidman will tell us how she
recorded her parents’ stories of their early lives,
about the importance of recording family histories,
and of the unexpected - and surprising - develop-
ments that can (and did) develop.

Upcoming Radio Shows
Listen to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM CDT on

Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online at ckjs.com
On July 7th Sid Halpern dedicates his show to so many who keep

Yiddish alive through Jewish Radio and many other projects. A special
shout out to Bernie Bellan for his support. On the Yiddish half hour,
Rochelle Zucker features the Yiddish Theatre and Broadway performer,
Bruce Adler.

On July 14th, Rochelle hosts both segments. She will talk about the
Ashkenaz Festival which will take place in Toronto over the Labour Day
Weekend. 

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

New website for Holocaust Education Centre

The  Freeman Family Foundation Holocaust Education Centre  has a new
website at http://fffholocausteducationcentre.org.

David Newman

Dr. Jim Read

Ian Rabb

Harriet Zaidman
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Fringe Festival previews

Jewish performers at this year’s Winnipeg Fringe Festival

As is our custom, we like to provide readers with previews of upcoming
Fringe Festival shows that feature Jewish performers.

Following are some capsule previews of some of those shows. We apol-
ogize if we have neglected to include other Jewish performers. (For show
dates and venues, please refer either to the Fringe program, which can be
purchased at Liquor Mart stores, McNally Robinson and the Royal MTC
Box Office, or go online to the Fringe website, www.winnipegfringe.com 

If we’ve missed anyone that you know of please let us know and we’ll
get something into the July 18 issue, which is the day the Fringe starts, so
there will still be an opportunity to provide exposure.

“INAUGURATION VACATION: Tales of a Reluctant Activist”
Written by and featuring

Annette Roman, creator of
Hitler’s Li’l Abomination
(Fringe 2015) and Animal Love
(Fringe 2014)

THE SHOW
Trump is president. Now

what?
For this child of survivors of

the Third Reich, wearing a pink
pussy hat isn’t enough–so on
Inauguration Day, she flies to
Washington D.C. to persuade
Trump supporters they’ve made
a terrible mistake. There she
heckles wealthy patrons in line
for inauguration balls and inad-
vertently ends up in a viral
video with infamous InfoWars conspiracy theorist Alex Jones.

Back home in Berkeley, California, she attempts to dialogue with Trump
supporters at an unpermitted Patriot’s Day rally that erupts into fist fights
and pepper spray. Is there any way to bridge the gap between the Left and
the Right... and save the world from impending doom?!

And now, a year and a half later , after countless moral outrages on the
part of the American president , can our reluctant activist combat protest
fatigue...?

“It’s Now or Never: My Life in the Late Middle Ages”
Writer/Performer: 
Judah Leblang

The Winnipeg Fringe welcomes
Boston-based/Cleveland (Ohio)-
raised writer/storyteller Judah
Leblang for a humorous look at
getting older, life on the road as a
writer/storyteller, and dealing with
times when ‘man planned and God
laughed.’ Leblang’s show, It’s Now
or Never: My Life in the Late
Middle Ages, is based on his mem-
oir, Finding My Place, (Lake Effect
Press, 2012) which chronicles his
youth growing up in Cleveland,
Ohio during the 1960s and ‘70s, his
ongoing attachment to that gritty
city and its unfortunate sports
teams, and his life today as a gay,
single, hard of hearing man in
Boston.

Leblang will perform eight shows
at the Pantage Playhouse
Studio/venue #3 during the Fringe,
starting Thursday July 19 at 5 PM,
and continues throughout the festi-
val. The show explores an episode
of hearing loss, in which the author,
a former teacher of deaf children
suddenly lost most of the hearing in
one ear, the onset of sleep apnea,
encounters with inner (and outer)
critics, and dating in middle age.

“Kafka and Son”
Performer: Alon Nashman

An international hit returns to
the Fringe which first gave it
wings.

Inspired by a massive missive
from Franz Kafka to his father,
Kafka and Son is a blistering, often

hilarious, dissection of domestic authority, and a revelatory visit with one
of the architects of the modern psyche. 

Kafka and Son was a held-over favourite ten years ago at Winnipeg
Fringe, and has since gone on to successful runs in Edinburgh (3 times),
South Africa’s National Arts Festival (twice), New York, London, and
many other cities around the world. Winner of multiple awards, the play
features actor Alon Nashman (Hirsch, Alphonse), is directed by Threshold
Theatre’s Mark Cassidy (As I Lay Dying, Howl), and features the music of
Osvaldo Golijov, lighting design by Andrea Lundy, and set design by
Marysia Bucholc and Camellia Koo.

“God Bless Cambodia” 
Written and performed 
by Randy Ross

An unflinching look at how men
feel about sex, love, marriage, and
massage parlors.

Cambodia is a one-man show by
Randy Ross about a chronically-
single guy who travels the world
hoping to change his luck with
love. It’s Eat, Pray, Love meets The
Forty-Year-Old Virgin. The story
begins in Boston and goes astray in
Greece, South Africa, and Asia.
Along the way, audiences are
exposed to the stories “Domination
for Dummies” and “One Day at
The Curious Finger Body Spa.”
Sweet, innocent, a touch raunchy
with adult situations, adult lan-
guage, and more adult situations. 

“Flight”
Written by and featuring Ezra LeBank

I’m excited to announce that after
premiering at the Edinburgh
Festival Fringe, running Off-
Broadway, and playing sold-out
shows on the Royal Manitoba
Theatre Mainstage in 2017, Flight
returns to the Winnipeg Fringe
from July 19-28! Written and
directed by Jewish theatre artist and
professor Ezra LeBank, the story of
the Little Prince has a strong Jewish
history as revealed in “The Secret
Jewish History of The Little
Prince” https://forward.com/cul-
ture/346962/the-secret-jewish-his-
tory-of-the-little-prince/ 

Flight is a sequel to The Little
Prince with an acrobatic twist.
Three acrobats morph into cactus-
es, waves, and far-off islands as we
invite audiences to discover this
classic tale like they’ve never imag-
ined. Our physical approach to sto-
rytelling brings language to life
with enchanting shapes, momen-
tum, and magic

“Big in Sudan: The (Mis)adventures of a Vagabond Musician”
Written & performed
by Melanie Gall

Prague to Chad, Laos to Buenos
Aires, Morocco to Shanghai...From
surviving a close encounter with a
South African lion to accidentally
propositioning a Cambodian
prince, join singer Melanie Gall for
tales of peril, adventure, romance
and humiliation, as she shares
songs and stories from a life on the
road. From the creator of last year’s
4 1/2 STAR cabaret We’ll Meet
Again and Edinburgh Fringe 5
STAR sell-out show Piaf and Brel:
The Impossible Concert. 

ANNETTE ROMAN

JUDAH LEBLANG

ALON NASHMAN

RANDY ROSS

Continued on next page.

EZRA LEBANK

MELANIE GALL



By ANDREW SILOW-CARROLL
NEW YORK (JTA) – A few months ago I wrote a humor piece titled “Don’t

eat off the seder plate, and other tips for non-Jews attending their first seder.”
It drew a miffed response from a rabbi friend who often works with interfaith
families and suggested “it’s time to drop terms like ‘non-Jew’ and gentile.”

At the time I scoffed. Yes, it is a little weird that a people who represent less
than 0.1 percent of the world’s population define everybody else as “not us.”
It’s like someone with lactose intolerance saying he doesn’t eat “dairy ice
cream.” Which is technically true, although it tends to over-privilege Tofutti.

And yet non-Jew and gentile have their uses, especially if you write about
Jews for a living. Whether you are making demographic distinctions, writing
about Jews in relation to their neighbors or talking about Jewish practices that
cross over into wider culture, non-Jew comes in handy. Unless you want to pre-
tend there are no distinctions between people who identify as Jews and people
who identify as something else – and making such distinctions strikes me as
about 85 percent of the entire Jewish enterprise, starting at Sinai – why would
you retire two perfectly serviceable words? Who do you offend by
keeping them?

Then I met Lindsey Silken, the editorial director at
InterfaithFamily, a resource for people in interfaith relationships.
Lindsey and I sat on a panel at a Jewish journalism convention last
week, and she passed around her inhouse style guide. It explained
why they don’t use terms like “half-Jew,” “shikse,” gentile and,
yes, non-Jew.

I get why half-Jew could be offensive in that is assumes the sub-
ject can’t possibly identify as fully Jewish. (And here I am obligat-
ed to quote the famous Groucho Marx quip, when an anti-Semitic
swimming club refused admission to his daughter: ”She’s only half
Jewish,” Groucho said. “How about if she only goes in up to her
waist?”) Shikse, that awful Yiddish term that derives from Hebrew
for blemish or abomination, is obviously beyond the pale. And gen-
tile just feels so smug and fusty, like, I don’t know, a 20th-century
anti-Semitic swimming club.

But what’s wrong with non-Jew? InterfaithFamily says it is about
the feelings of partners involved with Jews.

“By constantly leading with the negative in reference to a Jewish
person’s partner, it can be perceived as derogatory,” according to
the guide. “It can make the people it is referring to feel excluded
and on the outside of the Jewish community.”

Instead of non-Jew, the guide suggests “partner who is not
Jewish, partner from another faith, not Jewish, person from a dif-
ferent background, person who isn’t Jewish.” In other words, don’t
reduce someone to what they are not, as if their entire identity is
defined by their inverse relationship with a Jew. 

There are a few centuries of debate behind the words
InterfaithFamily hopes to retire. At the core of the debate is the tra-
ditional taboo on interfaith marriage. Traditionalists want to rein-
force the notion that Jews should marry Jews in the interest of con-
tinuity. Isaac Herzog, the newly elected chairman of the Jewish
Agency for Israel, announced his membership in the traditionalist
camp this week when he referred to interfaith marriage as an “actu-
al plague,” adding “there must be a campaign, a solution. We have

to rack our brains to figure out how to solve this great challenge.” Other tradi-
tionalists nodded, noting that support for Israel and engagement with Jewish
life plunges outside of Jewish-Jewish marriages.

Interfaith activists want to make the community welcoming to mixed fami-
lies. They also talk the language of continuity, saying that mixed families cer-
tainly will not raise their children as Jews if they don’t feel comfortable in
Jewish settings. And they talk the language of post-modernity, saying Jews
can’t stand at the shores of multiculturalism like King Canute, wishing away
the inevitable waves of diversity that come with a free society.

For those of us who do write about Jews and their significant others, that
means taking sides. Sort of. It’s not our job to judge the debate between the tra-
ditionalists and the activists. But our language has nonetheless evolved along
with the Jewish community. Non-Jews itself replaced gentiles over the years.
“Jewess” went the way of the corset; “goy” shows up only in a direct quote or
if modified by “Shabbos,”
which is a term of art and not

Is ‘non-Jew’ an insult?
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Fringe Festival previews
“The Last 48”
Written by Camille Intson,

Created by Camille Intson & Raffie Rosenberg
The same company that brought you the 4 STAR 2017 production of The

Stock presents The Last 48. Six marketing associates are forced into com-
peting for spots at a top advertising agency by a mysterious robotic surveil-
lance system. When the workers begin to realize that their pairing together
is anything but random, the company’s system of ethics is questioned as the
employees struggle to complete their tasks. The Last 48 fuses NBC’s The
Office with Orwell’s 1984 in this bold and raunchy workplace satire.

“The Most Unlikely Comedian”
Written by and featuring 
Adam Schwartz

Come be inspired by the unlikely
story of Adam Schwartz, an indi-
vidual on the Autism spectrum with
a speech impediment, who despite
all odds became a stand-up come-
dian. This story is motivating,
inspirational, funny and true. This
is a brand new work from the cre-
ator of the Aspergers: A Misfit
series. Praise for his other work: 5
STARS “Brilliantly awkward” -
Winnipeg Free Press 4 STARS “He
makes a meal out of awkward, and
the audience responds with an enthusiasm that is its opposite.” - Edmonton
Journal 4 STARS - Edmonton VUE

“Let’s Prank Call Each Other” 
Created & performed by Zach
Dorn

Let’s Prank Call Each Other is a
surreal, darkly funny, and fast-
paced live-action comic book that
takes audiences inside the twisted
psyche of Zach Dorn. Digital cam-
eras are manipulated through paper
dioramas to unearth miniature land-
scapes and two-dimensional pup-
pets as Dorn casts hand-cut silhou-
ettes across the walls. Audience
members are encouraged to grab
joysticks or turn on their cellphones,
as an interactive video game trans-
ports audiences into the story

Here’s what Zach wrote to us in
an email: 

It’s a two-dimensional puppet
spectacle that dives deep into my
inherited Jewish anxieties. It’s
kinda like Philip Roth turned live-
action comic book. The show uti-
lizes live-feeding video cameras,
shadow puppetry, and interactive
video games. I don’t think there’s much like it at the fringe. Thinking of
you as my show dances around therapy, guilt, and stomach pains.

Continued from previous page.

ADAM SCHWARTZ
ZACH DORN

Continued on page 13. See “non-Jew”.
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Joanne Seiff

A gratitude list - Do you have one?
Ever had coffee with a friend and complained

the whole time? As the gripe session takes a
downward spiral, I often feel worse than I did
beforehand. I’ve taken time off to see a
friend…and we may be smiling, but we’re
dumping negativity on each other.

True, we need to get those feelings out, but
repeating bad thoughts without finding upbeat
solutions doesn’t do us any good. The mind cre-

ates an ‘alternate reality’ in which we only see the negatives. Plus, by doing
this with someone else, we compound the bad experience. How do we
change our inner narrative?

Recent neuroscience and psychology research indicates that consciously
creating a daily “gratitude list” may help us feel better. This rewires the
brain, helping us get rid of toxic feelings in order to embrace the good ones.
If you’re Jewish and traditionally religious, this may not be news. The
world’s major religions feature “gratitude lists” in daily prayers. If you
already pray–and you pay attention to those thanksgiving prayers we do
each day–you may provide yourself with a more positive outlook, even if
those prayers aren’t necessarily personalized ones.

It’s great to have a gratitude list “built in,” but if you don’t do formal
prayer, for whatever reason, you can still create an informal gratitude list.
Here are some tips to get started.

1) Food: Most Canadians are lucky, we have enough food. Choose things
that taste good…and be grateful. Think about it. While you’re at it, con-
sider what it’s like to be hungry. If you can afford to donate to the food
bank or provide food for others, that’s a great way to show your gratitude.

Most of us know the ha-motzi, the blessing over bread, or the Kiddush,
over wine or grape juice. You could push yourself just a bit farther and
think about learning the blessings for other foods. Even if you aren’t say-
ing a blessing each time you eat, even a moment of gratitude for food is
worth it.

2) Sleep: There’s a reason that sleep deprivation is used as a form of tor-
ture. If you’ve gone without sleep for extended periods (Parents, this means
you!), you know that having uninterrupted, deep sleep is something to
appreciate. I am grateful every day that I get more than 6 hours of resting
horizontally. In that hazy space after waking up and before getting out of
bed, relish that feeling of rest. Anyone with a small child knows you can’t
be sure when you’ll next get enough sleep, so enjoy it whenever you can. 

We’ve got prayers for this too, of course. We say Modeh Ani when we get
up, expressing thanks for ‘returning our soul’ after waking up for sleep.
Another prayer thanks G-d for giving the tired strength. I often look around
at a service when this is said and think about how we all keep on keepin’
on–getting things done even when we feel exhausted.

3) Housing: Did you sleep in a safe place? Are you able to eat your meals
indoors when it’s cold out? Not everyone has this opportunity. Stable
access to affordable housing is a Canadian problem. There are days when

we all worry that we cannot afford to keep up with housing maintenance.
However, there is nothing better than a cozy, warm space indoors during a
blizzard. If you feel thankful to have a safe, comfortable home, consider
those that don’t. Homelessness is a Canadian problem. Together we can
think of positive solutions beyond a gratitude list…but we work together
better by taking care of ourselves first. 

The prayer for this? Birkat Ha-Bayit. Different versions include verses
from the Torah. The summary? Let this be a peaceful, joyful house, with-
out discord, fear or conflict. Let there be knowledge, wisdom and learning
be in this home. Let it be filled with holiness, G-d’s presence, and beauty. 

4) The Weather and our natural world: Winnipeggers love to moan about
weather. It’s a popular, city-wide hobby. Yet, we have access to four amaz-
ing seasons. Jewish prayers include mention of rain, the growth of crops
and animals, sunshine, and even the arrangement of the stars in the firma-
ment. That’s pretty great stuff in there. I’m pretty inspired by nature, grow-
ing things and the earth when I read the liturgy carefully.

5) Our bodies: Did you know that many faith traditions have specific
ways to appreciate how our bodies are made? It can be amazing to
acknowledge how cleverly our bodies work. When you exercise next, even
if it is walking to the corner, consider how well things function. Even mod-
erate amounts of exercise keep us healthy and make us feel good. The next
time you play a musical instrument, sing, talk, laugh, smell a scent or
breathe? Remember to be grateful it’s all working mostly as it should.

Our liturgy includes “Asher Yatzar”–a prayer that acknowledges how
amazing it is that our bodily functions (like going to the bathroom regular-
ly) work so well. Without this functionality, we couldn’t use our bodies to
their greatest potential.

6) Our clothing: Are you dry and comfortable? Warm or cool according
to the season? Humans used to spin, weave/knit/crochet, and sew every-
thing they wore by hand. We’re lucky that our ‘modern’ clothes are easy to
come by, but disposable clothing doesn’t show gratitude towards the earth
or those who made the clothes. Another aspect of thankfulness is to make
things last–to take care of our clothes, mend them, wash them, and pass
them along when they’re no longer needed. If we value well-made, long-
lasting clothes, we also help others to stay warm and clothed by using less. 

We recite the “Malbish Arumim” prayer–thanking G-d for clothing the
naked. It’s a chance to remember how lucky we are to have the right cloth-
ing for the season, occasion, and our needs.

Focusing on gratitude doesn’t mean ignoring bad stuff. We can’t (and
shouldn’t) screen out the world news, suffering, or upsetting things that
happen every day. However, being thankful for small, every day things can
make us better able to cope. Research indicates that it can ease depression,
make you more patient, better at taking care of yourself and your relation-
ships, and help keep you on an even keel where you might do things in
moderation: sleep well, eat less, and maintain a sustainable feeling of con-
tentment.

Continued on next page. See “Joanne Seiff”.
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(JTA) – Here’s something no one expected: A
reputable conservative magazine has published a
column defending ... the Spanish Inquisition.

To be clear, this is not Monty Python. This is a col-
umn in the National Review. Here’s the headline:
“The Spanish Inquisition Was a Moderate Court by
the Standard of Its Time.”

Moderate?
We’ll run down some basic facts about this infa-

mous, brutal, centuries-long persecution of the Jews below. But first, let’s read
some of the takes from the column by Ed Condon, who was identified as a
writer, editor and practicing canon lawyer.

“[W]hile any reasonable person would find a lot not to like about the Spanish
Inquisition,” writes Condon, in perhaps the understatement of the year, “[i]n
fact, examined simply as a functioning court, the Spanish Inquisition was in
many ways ahead of its time and a pioneer of many judicial practices we now
take for granted.

“Let’s start with the basic legal concept of an ‘inquisition.’ It just means a
court of inquiry in which the judges take the lead in directing proceedings in the
pursuit of truth, rather than a prosecution-driven adversarial system. Such courts
continue to function in many secular jurisdictions today, and there is, frankly,
nothing very sinister about it, though it appears alien to those of us raised on
American courtroom dramas.”

Condon goes on to claim that the Inquisition was “actually a reluctant creation
of the Church.” To Condon, Tomas de Torquemada, Spain’s infamous Grand
Inquisitor, was “a much more nuanced historical figure than the cartoonish por-
trayal of him suggests.” He calls the Inquisition’s use of torture – wait for it –
“downright progressive.”

He also writes that “the jails of the Inquisition were universally known to be
hygienic and well maintained.”

Astonishingly, Condon says that the Inquisition was created to protect Spanish
Jews, who were forced to convert to Christianity under threat of expulsion or
death.

“The pope hoped, perhaps naively, that by getting directly involved, the
Church could bring the situation under control and end the frenzied religious
denunciations,” Condon writes.

He acknowledges that idea didn’t quite go as planned, but blames the Spanish
monarchy for “hijacking” the Inquisition. But then, he says, Torquemada
brought it under control and set up a relatively fair justice system. He writes that
the Inquisition courts were fairer than Spanish civil courts.

That last point may very well be true, but ... who cares?
During the Inquisition, which wasn’t abolished until the early 19th century,

hundreds of thousands were forced into exile, and thousands were converted
under duress. Tens of thousands more were murdered.

It was a reign of terror that persecuted people based on their religion and, sig-
nificantly, their race. Even pious Catholics with Jewish roots were targeted. It
struck fear into an entire population that was already forced into secrecy.

“Once the identity of the accused individuals was established, they would be
seized, thrust into inquisitional dungeons, interrogated (occasionally under tor-
ture), and sentenced to a variety punishments, ranging from terms of penitential
service to imprisonment or to ‘relaxation,’ that is, death,” Howard Sachar wrote
in his book “Farewell Espana: The World of the Sephardim Remembered.”

“Thus, even in its earliest phase, between 1479 and 1481, in a ferocious reign
of terror, nearly four hundred individuals were burned at the stake for heresy in
the city of Seville alone,” Sachar continued. “Throughout Castilian Andalusia,
some two thousand persons were burned alive, seventeen thousand others were
‘reconciled,’ that is, spared the death penalty but subjected to such punishments
as imprisonment, confiscation of property, and debarment from all employment,
public and private. Their wives and children faced destitution.”

The Inquisitors were particularly vicious in their treatment of conversos, or
converts who were suspected of practicing Judaism in secret. In all, some
30,000 conversos were burned at the stake. On Mallorca, 82 conversos were
condemned in 1691. Thirty-four were publicly garroted and their bodies were
burned in bonfires. Another three, including a rabbi, were burned alive.

In 2011, Mallorca’s regional president offered the country’s first formal apol-
ogy for the Inquisition’s killing of Jews.

Benzion Netanyahu, the late father of the Israeli prime minister and scholar of
the Inquisition, did assert that King Ferdinand (that King Ferdinand) backed the
Inquisition in part to prevent a wider, popular bloodbath. But Netanyahu also
insisted that in its purveyors’ deadly pursuit of racial purity, the Inquisition was
a precursor to the Holocaust.

This National Review columnist is defending the Spanish Inquisition. Seriously.
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to practice immigration law in Winnipeg)
is best known in recent years for his
championing of the cause of the Falun
Gong movement in China (working

together with former Member of Parliament David Kilgour).  He was
active in the campaigns against apartheid in South Africa and human
rights abuses in the former Soviet Union. He is also a leading defender of
Israel.

Matas observes of his most recent honour that the recognition from the
University of Alberta adds to his credibility as a human rights campaign-
er and presented him with an opportunity to speak to the graduating stu-
dents at convocation about the importance of human rights.

“Human rights is a subject that should unite us all, no matter how spe-
cialized we get,” he told the students. “Human rights violations are a
spreading stain. Unless we stop them before they get to us, we will
become victims. If we wait for that, it will be too late. We must exercise
human solidarity when there is still enough of us who are not victimized
for that solidarity to matter.

“When crimes against humanity are committed, we are all victims. We
must combat human rights violations wherever and whenever they
occur.” 

* * * * *
Also receiving an award (not in academia though) this past June was

local acting veteran Harry Nelken. 
On June 11, Nelken and fellow actor Frank Adamson were made Life

Members of ACTRA (the Alliance of Canadian Cinema, Television and
Radio Artists )at ACTRA Manitoba’s annual AGM at the Radisson Hotel.

“It was awesome,” Nelken says of the honour.
Two years ago, the popular actor was recognized by his peers for his

achievements when he was presented with the Vic Cowie Award for
Outstanding Contributions to the Performing Arts.

Over the past 40-plus years, Harry Nelken has built up a solid resumé
within Canada’s theatrical community. Among the highlights of Nelken’s
storied career were roles as “Josef” in “Butcher” (PTE), “Levine” in
“Glengarry Glen Ross” (MTC), “Shylock” in “Merchant of Venice”
(Shakespeare in the Ruins), “Stem” in “Eureka” and “Miguel de
Unamuno” in “All or Nothing” (Winnipeg Fringe Festival). He also
appeared in Winnipeg Jewish Theatre’s inaugural production of “Today I
am a Fountain Pen”.

More recently, he has been focusing more on film than theatre. “While
the theatre is still my first love,” he notes, “I have been concentrating
mainly on auditioning mainly for movies and television series being
filmed in and around Winnipeg. I have auditioned for roles in 15 films in
the last four months.”

Recent appearances have included a Christmas movie starring Pat
Richardson of “Home Improvement” fame and a sci-fi production called
“Nicola Tesla and the End of the World”. 

One of the benefits of being older, observes the 71-year-old, is that he
no longer has to deal with the “intimidation factor”. “If I lose a role, I just
move on to the next one,” he says. “You play the hand you are dealt.

“I still feel that I have a lot to learn and a lot more to contribute – espe-
cially to film. It’s a matter of the right role and the right director.”

Awards
Continued from page 6.

By

BEN SALES

a slur. We now use “haredi” instead of “ultra-
Orthodox.” And we long ago stopped assuming
“rabbi” denoted a male, a “minyan” meant 10
men and “congressman” is the default for a law-

maker.
This week we’ve been sharing around the office a JTA dispatch from 1934

that is harrowing in its casual racism. (Residents of Harlem are referred to as
“the dusky, happy-go-lucky denizens of Africa in Manhattan.” Wow.) How
will we be judged in 84 years? What words will mark us as hopelessly mired
in the prejudices of our times?

So I am not scoffing anymore. I think we can reduce the use of non-Jew,
especially to refer to individuals. It still remains a useful distinction if, for
instance, we are reporting on a study comparing Jewish communities to the
mainstream, on subjects like religious practice, genetic differences and vot-
ing patterns. But if it avoids insulting someone, why not refer to individuals
as the “partner from another faith” or a “person from a different back-
ground”?

As for humor? A little flexibility is called for. I am reminded of the Jewish
man who converts to Christianity and becomes a minister. Giving his first
sermon, he stands before the congregation and says, “Fellow ...”

Oh, wait. Never mind. It’s sort of offensive. And kind of hilarious.
(Andrew Silow-Carroll is editor in chief of JTA.)

Non-Jew
Cont. from page 11.

Joanne Seiff
Cont. from previous page.

These are many reasons to figure out why we’re thankful- every day. If
you voice your thanks to others, you’ll be using good manners. All could
benefit from an increase in honest, well-intentioned civility! Pay it for-
ward. Pass along these good feelings of gratitude about what we have. I’ll
start. Thank you for reading this–and thinking about gratitude. 

Joanne Seiff has written for CBC-Manitoba as well as Jewish publica-
tions like this one. She’s the author of three books, including one about the
Winnipeg Jewish Community– From the Outside In: Jewish Post Columns
2015-2016. This book’s available at McNally-Robinson and online at
Amazon in hard copy and digital download. Read more on her blog:
www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com



Michael Bloomberg reportedly 
considering run for president in 2020

(JTA) – Billionaire media mogul Michael
Bloomberg is considering running for presi-
dent in 2020, CBS News reported, citing a
source close to the former New York City
mayor.

Bloomberg regrets that he did not stay in the
2016 race because he believes he could have
won or prevented Donald Trump from win-
ning, CBS reported Wednesday. The three-term
mayor, now 76, also considered runs for the
presidency in 2008 and 2012.

A political independent, Bloomberg endorsed Hillary Clinton in the 2016
presidential elections, calling Trump a “risky, reckless and radical choice.”
He has criticized the president since his election. Following Trump’s with-
drawal from the Paris climate accords, Bloomberg coordinated a group of
governors, mayors, universities and businesses that remain committed to
fulfilling the deal’s obligations.

Bloomberg has said he will spend $80 million to help elect Democrats in
the midterm elections in a bid to have the party gain control of the House
of Representatives.

Bloomberg is worth $51 billion, according to Forbes.

Netanyahu accuses Israeli broadcaster of ‘Bolshevik
propaganda’ against his family, calls it ‘fake news’

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu accused an
Israeli broadcaster of “Bolshevik propaganda” for its coverage of his fam-
ily.

Netanyahu took to social media on Monday evening to criticize reports
on Hadashot News after it broadcast for the second consecutive night tran-
scripts of recordings between a Netanyahu family friend and a top legal
adviser in which they acknowledge and express worry over the
Netanyahus’ use of public funds for private use.

“Every evening [Hadashot] broadcasts false rumors and character assas-
sinations of me and my family. Real Bolshevik propaganda that is just tales
from years ago that never even happened,” Netanyahu said in his post on
Facebook.

“For years they have buried and sugar coated waste and over spending of
tens of millions by prime ministers and presidents from the left, and against
me they carry out a campaign of character assassination over ice creams,

prepared meals and
false rumors.

“They repeatedly
carry out this demone-
tization against the
right, the religious and

traditional Jews – everyone who is not them. It’s clear why the public does-
n’t buy their garbage!” the post concluded.

The post is accompanied by the symbol of the Hadashot news and the
caption in all capital letters: “FAKE NEWS.”

Netanyahu’s wife, Sara, was indicted late last week on fraud and breach
of trust charges for ordering more than $96,000 worth of private meals
from high-end restaurants rather than using the residence’s cook to prepare
meals.

Progressive Democrat who upset NY incumbent 
accused Israel of ‘massacre’ in Gaza

(JTA) – A progressive Democrat in New York who called Israel’s killing
of violent Palestinian protesters on the Gaza
border a “massacre” scored a major upset over
incumbent Rep. Joe Crowley in a contentious
party primary.

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 28, defeated
Crowley, 56, by a margin of 58-42 percent in
Tuesday’s election, toppling a lawmaker who
was viewed as the successor to Rep. Nancy
Pelosi as speaker of the U.S. House of
Representatives.

Ocasio-Cortez belongs to the Democratic
Socialists of America and is a supporter of Sen.
Bernie Sanders, a Vermont Independent who
ran as a Democrat in the 2016 presidential primaries. New York’s 14th
District, which comprises parts of Queens and the Bronx, is overwhelm-
ingly Democrat.

She tweeted on May 14, the day more than 60 Palestinian protesters par-
ticipating in the “March of Return” were killed on the border with Gaza:
“This is a massacre. I hope my peers have the moral courage to call it such.
No state or entity is absolved of mass shootings of protesters. There is no
justification. Palestinian people deserve basic human dignity, as anyone
else. Democrats can’t be silent about this anymore.”

https://twitter.com/Ocasio2018/status/996009689312825344
She later said in an interview that her Puerto Rican roots helped her relate

to the Palestinian protesters.

In a statement, the Jewish Democratic Council of America said Ocasio-
Cortez “deserves credit for running a strong and impressive campaign,”
and that it supported much of her domestic policy agenda. However, the
JDCA continued, “we disagree with her past statement regarding Israel, as
well as her affiliation with the Democratic Socialists of America, which
supports the boycott, divestment, and sanctions (BDS) movement targeting
Israel. In the coming days and months, we hope to learn more about Ms.
Ocasio-Cortez’s views, but at the moment, her position on Israel is not in
line with our values.”
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along. Older
well known
f a m i l i a r
n u m b e r s

such as ‘Roszinkes Mit Mandlen’ and
‘Papirossen’ were well received by the audi-
ence. Her playful rendition of the Moyshe
Oysher classic ‘Halevai’ left this writer hum-
ming for days afterwards! Borts was accompa-
nied on piano and clarinet by KlezKanada
Artistic Director and music arranger Michael
Winograd. His clarinet solo “Dortn Dortn” was
soulful and moving. 

The Festival ended on a high note on Sunday
June 24th with both a matinee and evening per-
formance, ‘Tzuzamin Vider! Together Again’,
which featured Casey Chisick and Tracy Kasner
Greaves in concert. Kudos to the Rady JCC for
reaching out to former Winnipegger Casey
Chisick and to Casey for producing this musical
celebration, paying tribute to the golden age of
Yiddish theatre with songs written by Abe
Ellstein. Casey and Tracy’s musical friendship
started many years ago when they were students
performing on stage at  Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate and continued as they both per-
formed in the Chai Folk Ensemble. 

With musical accompaniment by well known
local musicians, Ron Paley on piano, accordion
and musical arrangements, Myron Schultz on
clarinet, Victor Schultz (all the way from New
York) on violin, Kinzey Posen on bass, Ariel
Posen (all the way from Ireland) on guitar, Rob
Siwik on drums, Rick Boughton on trumpet and

musical arrangements and arrangements by Sid
Robinovitch, this was such a memorable pro-
duction! You got the feeling that the performers
enjoyed themselves as much as the audience
did. 

When Casey performed his touching rendi-
tion of ‘Kinder Yorn’ he nostalgically told the
audience it was actually the first Yiddish song
that he ever sang. Casey and Tracy’s on stage
chemistry shone immediately with their lively
duets ‘Yidl Mitn Fidl’ and ‘Abi Gezunt’.
Tracy’s dramatic flare was evident with ‘Oy
Mame, Bin Ich Farleibt’ and ‘Oygn’. A high-
light of the show was Casey’s presentation of
the vaudeville number ‘Hu Tsa Tsa’, inter-
spersed with dancing and “shtick” in the form
of jokes with Myron and Tracy joining in. Ron
Paley’s new arrangement of ‘Ich Zing’ was
movingly interpreted by Casey.

With three of the accompanying musicians,
the Schultz brothers and Kinzey Posen, being
original members of Finjan, their rousing rendi-
tion. of ‘The Wedding Dance’ allowed for
ample opportunity for all of the musicians to
shine with solo performances. The concert
ended all too soon with the always favourite
‘Rumainye’ with Casey and Tracy in sync all
the way!

Yasher Koach to MC extraordinaire Miriam
Bronstein and to Tamar Barr, Rady JCC
Assistant Executive Director, and to Cynthia
Fidel, Rady JCC Program Manager, Cultural
Arts whose efforts helped to make this year’s
festival such a success!

Mameloshen
Continued from page 3.

& LOUNGE
789 Portage Ave.

772-2539

662 Leila Ave.
338-4659

Serving Winnipeg
The Finest in

Authentic Italian Food
Since 1978

We can cater your
Home or Office

Parties

Join us for dinner
 before Rainbow Stage...

Our Leila Ave. location is just a 2
minute drive from Kildonan Park

Sinclair

Le
ila

Paradise Restaurant
662 Leila Ave.

Main St.
Kildonan
Park

Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez
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Food

By BERNIE BELLAN

Now that the weather has gotten hot I
thought it might be an opportune time to
write about various Winnipeg eateries that

specialize in serving the kinds of dishes that you
might find in Israel.

Over the years Winnipeg has seen a number of
places come and go that served the type of fast
food that anyone who has been to Israel would
have seen served from small kiosks there, such as
falafel and shwarma. 

But, with the arrival of so many Israelis to
Winnipeg in recent years, I was curious to know
where former Israelis like to go to eat when it
comes to finding dishes that they would have liked
when they were in Israel.

Two of the longstanding establishments that
have carved quite a reputation among
Winnipeggers are Falafel Place (Corydon at
Wilton) and Bermax Caffé & Bistro (Corydon
near Centennial). Both places have complete
menus offering many Israeli favourites.

Falafel Place, which is open seven days a
week from 6:30 am – 9:00 pm, has been around
for over 32 years. Owner Ami Hassan is leg-
endary for his zany sense of humour – and for
serving a terrific variety of falafel dishes. In
addition to falafel though, Falafel Place offers
many other Israeli style dishes, such as tabouli
salad, bubba ghanoush, beef brisket, shwarma,
shnitzel, turkey burgers, chicken & matzo ball soup, and borscht. 

Bermax Caffé & Bistro opened a little over seven years ago and is fully
kosher. Owned by the Berent family, who came here from Israel over 13
years ago, Bermax serves dairy and parveh foods. It has a very extensive
menu – and is constantly adding to it with interesting and innovative dish-
es. The menu features 21 different types of crepes alone!

Well-known Israeli dishes include: shakshuka (a delicious Middle
Eastern dish of egg poached in tomatoes, onion, and sweet peppers, spiced
with garlic and cumin); 15 different types of salad, including Jerusalem
Salad (chopped cucumber, tomato, red onion, carrot, parsley, fresh mint,
mixed greens, feta, tuna, egg and pickles, seasoned with salt, pepper, and
virgin olive oil); 14 different kinds of pizza; a large number of pasta dish-
es, wraps, and delicious desserts – all made on-site. (My own favourite
foods for take-out, by the way, are bourekas, which come in four different
varieties.)

In addition, Bermax serves a terrific assortment of hot and cold drinks,
including some great iced drinks perfect for a hot summer day. In addition
thre is  a fine selection of Israeli wines. There is also an outdoor patio.
Bermax is open from 8 am – 9 pm Sunday –Thursday, until sundown on
Fridays, and is closed Saturdays.

The newest addition to Israeli-style eateries in Winnipeg is Joy Coffee
Bar, located at 3311C Roblin Blvd. (just a couple of blocks past
Assiniboine Park). Owner Alex Meron Gamili had worked in and owned a
coffee bar in Israel for years before moving to Winnipeg last year with his
wife, Shani last year. For a year and a half Alex operated a mobile coffee
bar (which is still available for hire, he says). About two months ago he
opened up in what was formerly a grocery store – and has relied upon
word-of-mouth to attract a steady stream of new customers.

But, Alex is quick to maintain that Joy Coffee Bar is not a restaurant –
it’s a “coffee bar”, specializing in coffees (10 different types available), and
with a limited number of Israeli foods, including delicious shakshukah.
However, every Wednesday and every Sunday Joy Coffee Bar will be pre-
senting a new dish that won’t be regularly available. Wednesdays, for
instance, Alex says he will have a different soup each week.

While he doesn’t have any sort of a menu online yet, Alex tells me that
when he’s planning on preparing something new he will post to Facebook.
Recently, for instance, he posted that he was preparing something called
“Jachnoun”, which is a Yemini-Israeli pastry that Alex served with four dif-
ferent toppings.

The day that I happened to pop into Joy Coffee Bar to visit Alex (whom
I had known from the Jewish Business Network), I was surprised at how
busy it became in the middle of a Tuesday afternoon. I recognized some of
the people coming in – and asked them how they had heard about Joy
Coffee. Each one said that they had been told to go there by a friend. It’s
nice to see members of our community giving support to a new venture.
There have been other attempts at opening up Israeli-style restaurants that
haven’t succeeded, but Alex seems determined to keep his sights limited
for the time being – which should stand him in good stead. 

Joy Coffee Bar is open weekdays from 6:30 am – 9:00 pm, and on week-
ends from 8:30 am – 6:00 pm. 

In addition to the three
restaurants I’ve mentioned –
all of which are owned by for-
mer Israelis, there are a num-
ber of Arab-owned restaurants
in Winnipeg that are also pop-
ular with our Israeli popula-
tion here because they serve
foods that are very familiar to
them. I visited two of them
recently: Yaffa Café, located
at 1785 Portage Avenue, and
Les Saj, located at 1038 St.
James Street. 

I have to admit that when I told some people that I was going to mention
two Arab-owned restaurants, I was warned that I would get a negative reac-
tion from some readers. When I spoke to the owners of both restaurants,
however, I was told that they have many Jewish customers. I also know
that, for the most part, Israelis don’t avoid eating in Arab restaurants – but,
Jews in the Diaspora often tend to harbour different attitudes when it comes
to that sort of thing.

Still, I decided to try a shwarma at El Saj when I stopped in there to intro-
duce myself – and it was fabulous. (By the way, I’ve always loved shwar-
ma ever since I first tried it in Israel over 40 years ago, and there have been
places in Winnipeg that offer it here. Among my favourites is a place called
Best Pizza & Donair at 1469 Pembina Hwy. I discovered that place when
I needed to get a computer fixed and it turns out that the guy who fixed it
was part-owner of that restaurant. He’s actually Kurdish, he told me.)

So, there you have it: a brief review of some places that serve some of the
kind of food you might expect to find if you were in Israel. I’m sure my list
is incomplete – and I have no doubt I’ll hear about that from readers – and
other restaurateurs. (Funny, isn’t it, how you drop the “n” from restaurant
when you spell restaurateur?) 

If you have a favourite Israeli food that hasn’t been mentioned here or
another restaurant whose name I should have included, why not let me
know and I’ll add something in a subsequent issue? (Oh, by the way, I
know there are other places very popular with Israelis, such as Korona on
McPhillips, and I’ve written about it in the past, but the Russian food there
is so very different from what I’ve written about here that I will write about
Korona again in a future issue.)

With the weather so hot, it’s a great time to try some Israeli style food

Falafel platter at Falafel Place Coffee at Joy Coffee Bar Shwarma at Les Saj

Shakshuka at Bermax Caffé Bermax also has some
exquisite Israeli wines
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JULY  4

LARSEN
2X3

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JULY  11

15th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ZIONA BELLAN
who passed away

July 23, 2003
23 Days in Tammuz

—Ever remembered by your
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH
BRODSKY
who passed away

July 26, 1978
21 Days in Tammuz

— Always remembered by his
family.

27th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

DORIS
GRUSKO
who passed away

July 5, 1991
26 Days in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEATRICE
KARP

loving wife and mother
who passed away

July 16, 2001
25 Days in Tammuz

— Always remembered and
sadly missed.

In loving memory of

BERTHA KLEIN
who passed away

July 27, 2016
21 days in Tammuz

— Forever in our hearts and
sadly  missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MARION (MERIL)
MOZART
who passed away

July 3, 2002
23 Days in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
25th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SLATEON
NOAL MORRY

who passed away
July 12, 1993

23 Days in Tammuz
It is hard to believe that 25 years
have passed. Our hearts still
ache like it was yesterday.
We smile, and even laugh,
thinking of all the wonderful
memories we have of you. And
cry because there’s so much
more we want to share with you. 
Not a day goes by that we don’t
think of you. 
You were taken from us way
too soon.
— Always loved & forever
missed. Mom, Barry, Roxan,
Elia, Baba Gindin,  family &
friends.

In loving memory of

ESTHER
OFFMAN
who passed away

July 27, 2008
24 days in Tamuz

Wonderful memories
keep you forever near.
— Forever loved and
remembered by her son Jack,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JOE RISSIN
who passed away

June 30, 2013
22 days in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RUTH MIRIAM
(BABS) ASPER

who passed away
July 30, 2011

28 Days in Tammuz
— Forever in our hearts and
still deeply missed by her
children, grandchildren,
family and many friends.

PRISCILLA SARAH [DONEN] GUBERMAN
The family of Priscilla

Sarah Guberman announce
her peaceful passing in the
early evening of June 6,
2018 at the Women’s Cen-
tre, Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Left to mourn her pass-
ing and celebrate her life
are her children, Maylene
and Israel Ludwig, Shane
and Maryanne Donen,
Larry and Nancy Donen,
Joel and Brenda Tessler
Donen, her step children
Joel Guberman and Faithe
Sversky, Connie
Guberman and Kapri

Rabin. Her 17 grandchildren and 10 great grandchil-
dren all knew her as Ama and each had a special loving
bond and relationship with her.

She is survived by her brother and sister-in-law Jack
and Dale Gusman and numerous nieces and nephews.
Priscilla was predeceased by her parents Louis and
Rose Gusman, her two loving husbands, Norman Donen
and Melvin Guberman, her sisters Millie Drabinsky
and Marion Moglove.

Our Mom was a true matriarch, a woman of valour.
Love of family was her highest priority. She was wise,
loving, and considerate of others, values she has passed
on to us all. Our Mom, our Ama will be truly missed.

We want to acknowledge the staff at the Shaftesbury
Residence for the excellent care and attention they
gave to Mom. We also want to thank the caring staff at
the Women’s Centre, 5th floor, for providing comfort
with dignity and family support in her final days.

Mom was a strong supporter of the Jewish Founda-
tion and if desired a donation in her name to the
Women’s Endowment Fund, Jewish Foundation would
be greatly appreciated.

Deadline for the
July 18
 issue of

The Jewish Post
& News

is
noon

Thursday,
July 12

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

Unveiling
The family of the late

ANREA
ZASLOV

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the

unveiling of a plaque
dedicated to her

loving memory on
Sunday, July 15, 2018

at 10:20 a.m.
at the

Rosh Pina Memorial Park
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everlasting
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID
BORODITSKY

who passed away
August 4, 1992

5 Days in Av, 5752
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SANDRA
FORSTER
(of Montreal)
who passed away
August 7, 1997

4 days in Av
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by her children,
grandchildren, relatives and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
GOOT

who passed away
July 9, 1975
1 Day in Av

— Ever remembered by
Francie and Beverley.

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children Bill and
Gary; Bryan and Susan and their children Baillie, Sarry and
Julie.

BEA KLEIN
who passed away
August 30, 2001
11 Days in Elul

HARRY KLEIN
who passed away

July 22, 1982
2 Days in Av

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SIMMA
KRAITBERG

who passed away
July 23, 2012
5 Days in Av

It’s been six years
Since you’ve been gone
The sun still shines
And life goes on
But you are greatly missed
— Love, Hy, Neil, Sharna,
Bella, Rob, Hannah, Sheera,
Noah & Zoe.

DR. RUVIN
LYONS

who passed away
August 5, 1992
6 Days in Av

26th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

9th Yahrzeit

— Missed by all who knew and loved them especially their
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

EDITH
LYONS

who passed away
July 26, 2009
5 Days in Av

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our beloved parents and grandparents

MAX MANDEL
who passed away
August 11, 1980
29 Days in Av

DORIS MANDEL
who passed away
August 7, 1986
2 Days in Av

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
24th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SHAUNA
SENENSKY

who passed away
July 7, 1994

28 Days in Tammuz
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

DAVID
YOUSSIEM

who passed away
August 9, 2016
5 Days in Av

Forever loved and remembered.
— Shelley, Lauren, Ashley,
family & friends.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

to the error of his ways when he held back
from ordering a full-scale assault on
Palestinian areas during the second Intifadeh
(which began in 2000 when Ehud Barak was
Prime Minister.)

In addition to missions that went awry,
Bergman also discusses targeted killings that
may have accomplished their purposes, but
whose consequences ultimately proved to be
more harmful to Israel’s security interests, par-
ticularly when it came  to targeting certain
leaders of Palestinian groups. This is not to say
that the overall policy of targeted killings has
proven unsuccessful; just the opposite: Not
only has it put fear into the hearts of Israel’s
enemies everywhere, from a tactical perspec-
tive removing individuals who were responsi-
ble for planning and implementing terrorist
acts has been and remains an indispensable
component of Israel’s war against terrorism. 

What Bergman demonstrates though is that,
in certain cases, elimination of someone who
might have been considered relatively moder-
ate only led to that person’s replacement by
someone who proved to be far more militant –
and dangerous to Israel, in the long term.
Because Rise and Kill First is so very long –
and detailed, Bergman takes the time to make
the case for prudence in planning targeted
assassinations by explaining why certain oper-
ations that might have seemed ostensibly suc-
cessful were, in actual fact, counter produc-
tive.

The book is written in chronological order of
events, so it is possible to see the growth and
increasing sophistication of Israel’s targeted
assassinations through the years. As Meir
Dagan noted to Bergman in an interview he
gave him following his forced retirement from
the Mossad in 2010 (when he simply could not
abide Netanyahu’s obsession with attacking
Iranian nuclear installations – something
Dagan feared would result in a terrible cost to
Israel in both military and civilian deaths), the
Mossad had grown so adept at taking out indi-
viduals – even in Tehran, for instance, that
whereas previously a mission might take
months to plan and implement, during the time
Dagan was head of the Mossad (from 2000-
2010), the agency grew capable of carrying out
as many as four or five targeted killings a day.

Rise and Kill First is both a history and a
guide to undercover operations. I’m sure that,
by now, it has been made required reading in
every intelligence agency in the world – even
in countries like Iran. If you weren’t in awe of
Israeli brilliance in carrying out the most dan-
gerous operations imaginable before, after
reading this book you will have no doubt that
Israel is capable of just about anything when it
comes to taking out her enemies. We should be
grateful though, that for the most part, the men
responsible for leading the agencies responsi-
ble for carrying out those lethal operations
have been quiet, cool thinkers and not egoma-
niacal politicians.  

Rise and Kill First
Continued from page 7.



28 new babies welcomed at 
community baby shower

We also received this note from Adriana about something else which
took place recently:

“The community
welcomed this year 28
new babies at the
Community wide
Baby shower.

“The Shalom Baby
shower was held on
June 20th in  the
Kanee Foyer and was
organized by
Florencia Katz of the
Jewish Federation .

“It’s usually done
twice a year to wel-
come the new babies to
the community.
Florencia did a great
job. 

“All the Jewish orga-
nizations are invited to
be part of it and BB
contributed a cute
teddy bear for the bas-
ket given to each fami-
ly.” 

BBYO trophy winners
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B’nai Brith news

(l-r): Adriana Glikman, Yosi Jacobowitz, Natan Skladnik, Adam
Kroft, Joel Morry & Steve Axelrod

(l-r): Hailee Bloom, Adele Bloom, Anya Aaron, Rachel Yaffe, Gilda
Chvaicer, Andie Margolis, Adriana Glikman, Hannah Levit & Tali
Hrabinsky

We received the following note from Adriana Glikman, Program
Coordinator, B’nai Brith Canada Midwest Region:

“As you may be aware, every year B’nai Brith Presents the Trophies
and Plaques to the winning Chapter of Winter Convention of BBYO.
(I have included the 2 chapters’ photos) .

“Even though we don’t fund BBYO anymore, as used to be when
BBYO started, B’nai Brith keeps having a close and caring relation-
ship with Red River Regional and encourage their chapters to be
involved in all our Programs.

“Some BBYO members enjoy being part of our Community service
programs like for example baking Chanukah cookies for our
Chanukah food bags and helping to deliver them to our vulnerable
groups. .

“This year the winning chapters were Gabriels (BBG) and Dynasty
(AZA).”

Dynasty (AZA)
President: Natan Skladnik Steven Axelrod 
Gavin Axelrod Sam Brown 
Ilan Jacobowitz Yosi Jacobowitz 
Dylan Kagan Isaac Kaplan 
Max Kaplan Adam Kroft 
Joel Morry Jaron Rykiss 
Aaron Thomas Misha Viner 

Gabriels (BBG)
President: Sarah Jacobsohn Hailee Bloom 
Adelle Bloom Maddy Boroditsky 
Serena Buchwald Rachael Buchwald 
Gilda Chvaicer Raeya Gall 
Talia Hrabinsky Sydney Larence 
Hannah Levit Andie Margolis 
Payton Probetts Roni Rozin 
Zoe Silver Rachel Yaffe 

Mother Valeria Surasky with her baby
girl Milena and daughter Lucia Surasky,
along with Adriana Glikman of B’nai
Brith



At press time no patron had requested a refund
Agood time was had by all; the diners all had

a ball, and the format was better than ever
before with the articulate keynote speaker,

two-time Super MVP New York Giants QB Eli
Manning, serving up the entertainment. 

Oh, he was a real charmer all right! His delivery
was as smooth as a tray of smoothies on a hot,
humid day and, unlike past occasions, the start
and finish of the annual event was spot-on with
the beginning and ending perfectly timed. 

Remember the expression: “ A family that prays together stays together”?
Well, it might seem a mite corny, but the Manning family is, in more ways
than one quite similar, because they too embrace those admirable qualities. 

Why do I say that? Well, they also openly demonstrate that they are God-
fearing people who are charitable, loyal, and treat others with the utmost
respect. And, that especially includes mutual respect for members of their
closely-knit family. 

Eli said that his father Archie comes to a lot of the boys’ games. (Peyton
is five years older than he is.) “As for our mom, she goes and has gone to
more games than any woman should have to. I go to my dad’s and my
brothers and she always went to all of Archie’s games. He was in the
National Football League for 14 years. 

“She’s a real trooper! She is always there to greet us after a game. As long
as we’re okay that’s all that matters. She’s just the greatest.” 

“Mom also made sure that we’re prepared. She phoned us almost every
day whether we were in high school, middle school, 6th or 7th grade. 

“She took us to all of our sporting events, We played football and bas-
ketball in the earlier grades. Football was our bond. All the boys - and
dad’s. We, (the boys) talked to each other almost every week but didn’t play
tackle football because our dad wouldn’t let us until we were in Grade
eight. We played a lot of flag football. 

“Later, at school, I always played quarterback. I tried to play receiver. I
worked out a lot because I was trying to get faster. My dad was very fast. I
was trying to throw the ball farther. And I did some weightlifting.” 

Archie, who attended ‘Ole Miss,’ would tell Eli that if he needed advice
or correction, he would always be there to help ..... if he was asked. 

“Dad is now a head coach at Duke University and he is still someone I
talk to during the season.” Eli also joins his pop at Duke for his workouts.
“The college players look up to him there. He has his goals, too. 

“I just want to be the best I could be. That’s my mentality. My brothers
and I have a different makeup. We played the same position and had the
same upbringing. 

“We were never in competition with one another. In high school we were
always on the same teams.” 

Eli also stressed that education was very important to him. “My parents
harped on it. In grade school I struggled through it. Mathematics and read-
ing were a problem. 

“I would change schools often. I took it as just another challenge to me.
Once I got to high school and college I had a great work ethic and made
good grades.” 

Eli became a well-organized planner. “I would arrange my week. I would
do just like I did in football when I watched film over and over until I got it.” 

As for his off-seasons, they’ve been used wisely. “I spent time running,
sprinting, practicing throwing routes. I had to get stronger and so I used
weights.” 

He also shared with the crowd what it was like when he went to his first
NFL camp with the NY Giants and how he conducted himself as a raw
rookie in his early twenties. The key, because he was a Manning, was
above all to show respect. 

And he did.....in spades. To wit: His teammates were at or near their thir-
ties and he knew he was always being watched. If someone to whom he
threw the ball dropped it, he would take the blame upon himself. i.e., “My
bad.” 

Archie also shared this little bit of wisdom with his sons: “If the coach
tells you that this is how it is done, he doesn’t want to hear from you that
it’s not the way you used to do it with some other team. 

“In college you always had someone looking after you. You had a
strength coach who made sure you were doing things just right. And also
that you were attending to your lessons, assignments and exams. 

“Not anymore. You were now on your own with the NFL pros. Besides
the oldies knew that you were also after their jobs.” 

Eli also shared that it was extremely difficult for his parents when their
sons met each other in a pro game. They had to settle for “As long as
nobody gets hurt.” Comforting to know that Eli had many injuries, but
never missed a game. 

No doubt his dedication, lifestyle, and family support were all key fac-
tors in his success as a QB and as a human being. Not to mention his envi-
able attitude that “anything is possible.” 
POST PATTER: 

How appropriate that ERNIE NAIRN was recognized for his 45 years of
volunteerism as media chair for the Ken Kronson Sports Dinner. Together,
Ernie and Ken were incomparable as a planning duo. Ernie was the first

one I thought of with the pass-
ing of his long-time partner and
friend. But trooper that he was
and still is, Nairn continues his
good works. 

Rabbi Matt Leibl of the
Shaarey Zedek synagogue han-
dled the benediction and, hav-
ing been a former broadcasting
notable over at TSN here in
Winnipeg, he’s demonstrated
his versatility and wit, both at
the pulpit and at the micro-
phone. 

Jim Toth did an excellent job
as the emcee and worked well
with Eli Manning drawing out
much thought-provoking infor-
mation from the headline
speaker. At present the experi-
enced sports journalist is the
current co-host of “The Big
Show” on TSN 1290. 

A solid group of 2018 Jewish
Athlete of the Year Finalists this year - with CAROLYN LINDNER, a
Para-athlete deluxe prevailing as the worthy winner. She went from a curl-
ing rookie to a Canadian champion in just a few short months. 

The bright, young lady whom I interviewed this past winter following her
numerous accomplishments was a delight to interact with .... including life
lessons learned which were invaluable for my purposes too.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

ERNIE NAIRN
new media wing to be named after

him at the Rady JCC



20 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, July 4, 2018

More pictures from the Operation Ezra bbq June 21

Community news

Russian Speaking Business Association holds 1st year 
anniversary picnic at Assiniboine Park June 24

Over 500 individu-
als were in attendance
at what was the first
anniversary of a new
organization in
Winnipeg, the
Russian Speaking
Business Association. 

Founded by realtor
Boris Mednikov, 50%
of the members of the
group come from
Israel.

Many also belong to
the Rady JCC Jewish
Business Network.

Boris Mednikov with daughter Eden Rady JCC fitness instructor
Max Kretskiy & wife Svetlana


