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By BERNIE BELLAN
A firm known as Karma Developments is

proposing to build a multi-family dwelling on
land that is owned by the Asper Jewish
Community Campus.

The land, situated at the south-west corner of
the campus, was formerly a provincial govern-
ment office building, occupying approximate-
ly 1.9 acres. That building was demolished in
2014. About a year ago the Asper Campus put
out a Request for Proposals for development of
the site. 

According to Curtis Martin, executive direc-
tor of the Asper Campus, various proposals for
multi-family housing were received. The pro-
posal that was accepted was one from a com-
pany known as Karma Development
Corporation, whose president is Myles Kraut
and whose chief financial officer is Marc
Kipnes.

In a conversation we had with Myles Kraut,
he explained that the RFP issued by the
Campus contained a price that the Campus
expected to receive for the land. “We ended up
paying significantly more for the land that
what was being asked” by the Campus, Kraut
said.

He also noted that there were eight other pro-
posals submitted, in addition to his company’s.

Since it was a secret bidding process, Kraut
added that he had no idea whether the amount
offered by Karma for the land was the highest
bid. There were several other components to
the RFP, however, he explained, including
how well the proposal could be integrated into
the existing Campus. “I like to think that our
proposal was accepted also because of our rep-
utation”, Kraut said, noting that his company
has been involved in many such projects over
the years.

As far as what the actual building would look

Plans to build 71-unit condo
development on site of

demolished government building
on Asper Campus

Jewish Athlete of the Year
22-year-old hockey player Isaac Bellan was

named Jewish Athlete of the Year at the Rady
JCC Sports Dinner held June 21 at the RBC
Convention Centre.

In the picture above are (l-r): Danita Aziza
(also the new president of Jewish Child &
Family Service); Rachel Aziza (Isaac’s girl-
friend); Isaac Bellan; Robin Zimberg (Isaac’s
mother); and Murray Bellan (Isaac’s father).

Read more about the Sports Dinner on page
23.

An artists’s rendering ot the condo 
development proposed to be built by a 
firm known as Karma Developments

The “Barry Sisters” reincarnated
The final concert of Mameloshen 2016

saw Shayla Fink  and Debbie Maslowsky
reprise their  performance in a 2010
Mameloshen concert as  the Barry Sisters
(whose real name was Bagelman). Read a
review of all three of this year’s
Mameloshen concerts on page 15.

Continued on page 9. See “Condos”.

David and Ruth Asper Early
Learning Centre to open July 13

The long-awaited second day care facil-
ity to be operated by the Rady JCC is now
complete and will begin operations July
13. Read the complete story on page 22. 

The new day care at 1710 Grosvenor
(Inset: How the building looked as a fire

hall prior to its transformation.)
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From Eastern Europe to Winnipeg
Ed. note: We received an

interesting email from an
individual by the name of
Zoltan Jakal in which he
asked whether we’d be
interested in running a
story he’s written about his
family’s decision to move to
Winnipeg. I replied, telling
him we’d be very interested,
but that I wanted to know
some more about how he
came to choose Winnipeg
as a place where he’d like
to move with his family. The
first paragraph of Zoltan’s
story was actually sent after
he had sent me his initial
email, in response to my
question how he came to
choose Winnipeg.
Following the first para-
graph Zoltan tells more
about what made him want
to leave Hungary. 

I have edited Zoltan’s
submission slightly, but for
the most part, his English
was excellent.

By 
ZOLTAN JAKAL

A friend of my wife
moved to Winnipeg years
ago with the help of the
Jewish Federation. We
wanted to move to Canada
because we can’t see a
bright future in Europe and
we definitely wanted to
move to an English speaking country, but without the weapons and
extremely expensive healthcare system. Australia or New Zealand were our
other options, but the immigration process is way more difficult there. 

We want to give our kids good education
and to raise them in a civilized and accepting
environment. By the way, our arrival date to
Winnipeg is the 6th of July too. I have attend-
ed in the Adas Yeshurun shul two years ago
on my exploratory visit, even davened on
Shabbat there. I hope we’ll be in touch once I
get there!

It took me three years, a lot of money and
sweat to receive my Canadian resident permit.

I think I can call myself lucky to achieve this; however, I know that the
hard part is still in front of us. Born and raised in Hungary, I spent a few
years in Israel and now, I’m going to Canada. I had never met any
Winnipeggers before and, until three years ago I wasn’t even sure where
this city was.

I knew the location of larger cities in Canada, but Winnipeg? I still
remember the first time when I searched the Internet for some info and
wasn’t really sure what to think. “Murderpeg”, “Friendly Manitoba”,
“Winterpeg” - the nicknames just sounded strange and frightening. 

Now, three weeks before the big move I am still trying to reassure myself
(and my wife, of course) and to be positive about it. By the way, being pos-
itive in Hungary is not very common. More than ninety percent of the peo-
ple who heard about our plans were horrified. “It’s so far away!”, “It’s so
cold, you’ll freeze to death!”, “Everything is so expensive there!”,  I heard
often.

Only a handful of people were really supportive, but even this meant a
lot. The most interesting thing is that from the moment we received our
documents from the Canadian Embassy in Vienna suddenly some kind of
connection  started to develop between us and Winnipeg. We randomly
encountered  people who had lived or visited the city before. It could have
been an accidental thing but when I found out our Shul’s “secret” I was sure
that it was some kind of a sign.

In the summer of 2015 I was
asked to spend a Shabbat in

Siófok, a small town on the southern beach of Lake Balaton. The town’s
synagogue is open only during the summer when  tourists visit the place,
but even then the minyan is sufficient for a Friday evening service. For
those who don’t know what the connection is between Siófok and
Winnipeg here is some additional information from Wikipedia:

“John Stephen Hirsch, (May 1, 1930 – August 1, 1989) was a
Hungarian-Canadian theatre director. He was born in Siófok, Hungary to
József and Ilona Hirsch, both of whom perished in the Holocaust along
with his younger brother István. Hirsch survived after spending most of
the Second World War years in Budapest, and came to Canada in 1947
through the War Orphans Project of the Canadian Jewish Congress.
Arriving in Winnipeg, Hirsch was taken into the home of Alex (Sasha) and
Pauline Shack. In 1957, Hirsch and Tom Hendry co-founded Theatre 77,
which they combined with the Winnipeg Little Theatre in 1958 to form the

Manitoba Theatre Centre (MTC) with Hirsch as artistic director and
Hendry as manager. MTC became an influential model for regional the-
atres across Canada and the United States, and is one of Hirsch’s most

important contributions to Canadian theatre.
He directed many plays and musicals at
MTC, which he left in 1965.”

I was simply amazed. Oh, I forgot to men-
tion that beside my civil job (procurement
and financial analyst) I am the chazan of the
“Bethlen Square Synagogue”, a Statusquo
Ante (modern orthodox) synagogue in
Budapest. I started to sing at the age of 14
and have been singing since 13 years in ama-
teur choirs, two years in the choir of the New

Tel Aviv Opera, ten years as chazan. No wonder I was impressed with the
fact that I sang in the town where Hirsch János (“Jancsika” as a very old
lady remembered him in Siófok) was born and this very fellow Jew had
lived and workedin Winnipeg!

My second surprise came when one of the members of the shul showed
me the Torah scroll we used in Siófok during the summer and in my shul
during the rest of the year on the days of Rosh Hodesh. This Torah scroll
was received from the Joint Distribution Committee, New York, as a dona-
tion after the Second World War to help the Eastern European Jewish com-
munities to rebuild their lives. As the JDC itself didn’t have Torah scrolls,
these were donated by North American Jewish communities. Here comes
the second surprise: This scroll was given to the JDC by the Canadian
Jewish Congress, which had received it from a shul in Winnipeg! I was
overwhelmed with emotion and I somehow knew that it wasn’t  an acci-
dent. What were the chances of that happening? Who could possibly have
predicted that the Torah scroll from Winnipeg would end up in Siófok and
that ultimately, I would read from it before I moved to Winnipeg with my
family?

I believe (or at least I would like to believe) that our relocation has a purpose
beside searching for a better future for our daughters. Only time will tell but
until then, I keep telling myself that Winnipeg is the right choice where  to
move.

Zoltan Jakal holding a Torah that is used
both in the Hungarian resort town of
Siófok during the summer and in
Zoltan’s own synagogue in Budapest the
rest of the year, where Zoltan has been
serving as chazan. To Zoltan’s amaze-
ment, he discovered that Torah scroll
was donated by a Winnipeg synagogue
following World War II.

Inscription on one of the “etz chay-
im” on the Torah scroll used in
Zoltan’s synagogue. It reads in part
(in Hebrew): “a present from a syna-
gogue in Winnipeg”.

The late Manitoba Theatre
Centre director John Hirsch,
who was born in Siófok.
Zoltan Jakal discovered that
connection between Siófok
and Winnipeg - yet another
interesting connection (in
addition to the Torah scroll),
he found between Winnipeg
- about which he had known
almost nothing, and
Hungary.

We wanted to move to Canada because
we can’t see a bright future in Europe
and we definitely wanted to move to an
English speaking country, but without
the weapons and extremely expensive
healthcare system...We want to give our
kids good education and to raise them in
a civilized and accepting environment.



By BERNIE BELLAN
It takes a certain amount of courage

to self-publish a book – also a willing-
ness to commit to a financial invest-
ment that can vary from a fairly small
amount to something much larger.

The idea occurred to me, however,
after I saw a notification on Facebook
that Elaine Stern, who is the Gwen
Secter Centre’s Program/Volunteer
Director, is about to launch her own
first novel, titled Geez Louise, on
Wednesday, July 13, at McNally
Robinson’s, that we’re seeing more
and more budding authors take a stab
at self-publishing these days.

Just within the past little while
we’ve had two books come out that
were written by occasional contribu-
tors to this paper: Adam Schwartz’s
I’ve got Asperberger, so I’m better
than you. shh…don’t tell mom!; and
Confessions of a Professional
Fundraiser, by Harris Gulko, who is a
former National Executive Director of
JNF Canada.

Since I like to give as much publici-
ty as possible to local writers in our community, I did give
both Adam and Harris an advance mention in our paper –
as I’m now doing with Elaine as well. It’s always hard to
know how a self-published book will do in terms of sales,
but I thought it interesting that in both Adam’s and Harris’s
cases, their books made it on to the McNally Robinson best
seller list the week that their books were launched (and
Harris’s has now moved to #1 in the category of paperback
non-fiction).

Now, to be honest, the fact that both Adam and
Harris held book launches at McNally’s had
more than a little to do with their books making
it on to that store’s best sellers list. Heck – if
only friends and family come out to a launch, the
truth is you don’t have to sell too many books in
order to have your book become a best seller
that week. Harris Gulko tells me that he only
printed 30 of his books altogether, so even if he
had sold every last copy at his book launch, it
still would have hardly rated as a blockbuster.

Still, it’s somewhat gratifying to think that,
even if it’s only for a short period, your book’s
title will appear on a best seller list. So, with that
in mind, I decided to do a little digging to find
out more about what exactly is involved in pub-
lishing your own book these days – and what
McNally Robinson can do for you when it
comes to launching your own book. (Chapters
doesn’t get involved in launching self-published
books, by the way, in case you were wondering,
so in this town, it’s pretty much left to
McNally’s to cover the field.)

I asked John Toews, who is Events
Coordinator at McNally’s, just what is involved
in self-publishing a book through his store, then
holding a book launch. John referred me to the
store’s website
(www.mcnallyrobinson.com/selfpublishing) for
more information, but he also added some perti-
nent information about the cost of holding a
book launch there.

The website explains that the cost of publish-
ing a book varies, of course, depending upon the
number of pages in the book. There is a “set-up
fee” that includes uploading the book to a print-
ing machine, phone and email support, and hav-
ing the book remain on the store’s server for
future printings. That cost can be as little as $24.

Then, when it comes to the actual printing of
the book, in addition to the set-up fee, the web-
site says “we charge a print cost for each book
we print to cover the cost of the paper, ink, and
glue.

“Print costs are based on page count. Each
book costs $7.00 plus $0.03 per page to print.

“For example, a 100-page book costs $10.00 to print.
[$7.00 + ($0.03 x 100) = $10.00]”

In a later email, in response to a question asking how many
books McNally’s publishes for self-publishing authors, John
Toews answered that they “publish around 200 books a year
through our Espresso Book Machine. Some, but not all, of
those authors will arrange for the book to be stocked on our
shelves and a smaller percentage will arrange to host a book
launch here at the store. Many are simply printing books or
collections for themselves, their families, and friends.”

Not bad, when you consider
it. You could print 30 books, as 

Ever-increasing number of local writers taking a stab at self-publishing books
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HARRIS GULKO, former National Executive Director of JNF
Canada, who’s written his memoirs, now has a #1 best seller at

McNally Robinson’sELAINE STERN
will launch her
mystery novel,
Geez Louise,

July 13

Continued on page 16. 
See “Local writers”.



I don’t particularly seek out confrontation, but
when it comes to addressing issues that might
stir the pot – I enjoy a good argument, so long as
it’s held in a civilized manner.

So, when I suggested in my column in the June
22 issue that “when it comes to dealing with
Islam…the commentators who make the most
sense to me” are ones who “refuse to align them-
selves with the purveyors of political correct-

ness,” I wasn’t surprised to receive some criticism for what I had written. 
I received one such critical email about what I had written about Islam

from someone for whom I have a great deal of respect: Belle Jarniewski.
You can read Belle’s response to what I had written (although I point out
that she misquotes me when it comes to my position on Muslim women
wearing burkahs), along with my counter response to what Belle has to say
on the opposite page.

If you do read that exchange, you’ll see that I quote extensively from a
piece I wrote a year and a half ago about a talk given by Kasim Hafeez  to
Winnipeg Friends of Israel. It’s somewhat ironic that Kasim, a Muslim,
berated Western liberals for being naïve about so many aspects of Islam
and especially for being ignorant of how insidious Saudi influence has been
in spreading a repressive form of Islam throughout the world.

This is not to say that the strides Belle Jarniewski and others have made
in attempting to foster an ecumenical understanding among Jews,
Christians, and Muslims is not worthwhile. It is, but trying to find common
ground among different faiths should not preclude looking at the world,
and especially the negative influence religion often plays in our lives,  in a
hard-headed way. As I also go on to show in my response to Belle’s email,
attitudes within the Muslim world toward honour killings and the use of
violence against civilians are so completely different than attitudes held by
any other religion that it’s impossible to say that Muslims are the same as
Jews or Christians. Yes, some are - but they’re the exception, not the rule.

There are liberal Muslims, just as there are ultra conservative, intolerant
Jews and Christians. But, as Kasim pointed out during his talk, and as other
brave Muslims who have dared to criticize dominant Muslim attitudes
toward women, gays – and yes, Jews, have also pointed out, attitudinal sur-
veys have shown that the proportion of Muslims who harbour beliefs that
would  be considered intolerant by Western standards is much higher than
the proportion of Jews or Christians who harbour similar beliefs.  To say
that, however, is not to cast an all-encompassing net over all Muslims, as
say, Donald Trump did when he promised to ban all Muslims from enter-
ing America. It is simply to acknowledge that Islam is very different from
Judaism and Christianity – as Kasim took great pains to point out.

Having said that, however, it doesn’t mean that I’m going to stop criti-
cizing many aspects of our own Jewish community, especially when it
comes to the kind of blind support so many Jews expect other Jews to give
to Israel. I referred in a previous column to an encounter I had with a young
woman outside the Negev Gala on May 31st. Here names was Lasha
Mowchun, she told me, and she is a staunch critic of the Jewish National

Fund. 
I invited Lasha to

write something for us
about why she was part
of a group demonstrat-
ing against the JNF.
What she sent was
quite long, so I told
Lasha that I would
divide it into two  parts.
I had intended to
include the first part of
her submission in this
week’s issue but, as
happens from time to
time, I had to bump her
article (as I was also
forced to do with
another article from
one of our semi-regular
contributors. I  hope to
find room in an upcom-
ing issue for Lasha’s
very thoughtful piece,
as she writes both about
her experience on
Birthright, and time she
spent  with a
Palestinian family in
Ramallah. 

In the second part of
her submission, Lasha

focuses on a specific chapter in the history of the JNF: the creation of
Canada Park. After reading what she had to say, I did my own research on
the subject. I’m sad to say that I wasn’t able to find much that would rebut
what Lasha says happened when Canada Park was created.  (Without giv-
ing away too much here, the long and the short of it is that 10,000
Palestinians were forced to leave their homes. There is some argument over
whether they were offered compensation and I will offer a response to
some of Lasha’s allegations by Josh Cooper, National Executive Director
of JNF Canada.)

The point of my mentioning this is to show that, as much as I may have
ticked off some readers by making critical remarks about Islam, I’m not
afraid to antagonize readers by offering a piece that is quite critical of a
venerable institution within our own Jewish community: the JNF. I’m an
equal opportunity offender. 
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

Short takes

Green Party going to the dark side
By MYRON LOVE

Judging by the actions of both Canada’s and Australia’s Green Parties,
the Green movement coloration is evolving from green to quite a darker
shade.

As Australian writer Daphne Anson notes in a June 21 edition of the
online blog Elder of Ziyon, “for a party that was founded with the wel-
fare of the environment and ecological issues in mind, the Greens in
Australia, like the Greens elsewhere, have a disproportionate fixation
with ‘Israel Palestine’ and appear to have passed more ‘party resolutions’
pertaining to that corner of the world than to any other foreign policy
issue”.

The most recent Green Party of Australia resolution from last
November concerning Israel/Palestine, Anson points out, “allows no con-
sideration of the pre-Six Day War 1949 ceasefire lines as they affect
Israel’s security and offers everything to the Palestinian Arabs on a plat-
ter, despite their decades-old rejectionism and with no responsibility on
their part towards negotiation with Israel.

“Since Greens politician Adam Bandt recently made it clear that they
(the Greens) support the ‘right of return’ for ‘Palestinian refugees’ they
are, quite obviously, unconscionably hostile to Israel.”

Canada’s Green Party is following on the same path.  Of 13 resolutions
proposed for debate at the party’s convention in August, only two deal
with foreign policy – and both are targeted against Israel.  At a time when
a growing number of American states, European countries and even our
federal government have officially recognized that the boycott, divest-
ment and sanctions campaign against Israel is anti-Semitic, the Green
Party of Canada has a proposal on the table in support of BDS.

Below is the Preamble and the proposed resolution.

“WHEREAS Article 49 of the 4th Geneva Convention prohibits an
occupying power from transferring parts of its own civilian population to
territory it occupies;

WHEREAS the International Court of Justice has ruled that Israel’s set-
tlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (“OPT”) violate interna-
tional law;

WHEREAS GP14-P22 declares that the GPC “fully condemn [sic] all
illegal Israeli settlement expansions in the [OPT] as undeniable obstacles
to the Israel – Palestine peace-process”;

WHEREAS Israel has continued, since the adoption of G14-P22, to
expand its settlements and to demolish Palestinian homes and other infra-
structure in the OPT;

WHEREAS Canada and other nations have previously succeeded in
ensuring respect for human rights through the use of economic and polit-
ical sanctions, including in the case of South Africa.

WHEREAS the Liberal and Conservative parties recently supported a
motion ‘condemning’ attempts by Canadians to promote the boycott,
divestment and sanctions movement;

AND WHEREAS nothing in this resolution condones the use of force
against innocent civilians or other human rights violations by either side
in the conflict.

BE IT RESOLVED that the GPC supports the use of divestment, boy-
cott and sanctions (“BDS”) that are targeted to those sectors of Israel’s
economy and society which profit from the ongoing occupation of the
OPT;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the GPC will support such a form
of BDS until such time as Israel implements a permanent ban on further
settlement construction in the OPT, and enters into good faith negotia-
tions with representatives of the Palestinian people for the purpose of
establishing a viable, contiguous and truly sovereign Palestinian state.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the GPC opposes all efforts to pro-
hibit, punish or otherwise deter expressions of support for BDS.

The Green Party website helpfully provides
Continued on page 6. 
See “Green Party”.
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An exchange over general Muslim attitudes toward honour killings and Jews 
Dear Bernie, 

The “Short Takes” column in the June 22 edition of The Jewish Post &
News contained statements that we find to be of great concern. The under-
signed are among the nearly 40 members of the Muslim-Jewish Dialogue
Group of Winnipeg, an interfaith dialogue group which has been meeting
since October of this year to discuss faith and culture. Although there are
several points in your column that bear a response, we will address a sam-
pling below:

First of all, there have been 282 mass shootings in the US in 2016. Only
a very few have been linked to Muslim shooters. When a white Christian
man shot up Planned Parenthood, I do not recall the media making much
about the crime being linked to his Christian beliefs about the sanctity of
life. Certainly, no one set out to demonize those denominations of
Christianity which oppose abortions nor to suggest that this belief is “per-
vasive everywhere” amongst them. 

Honour killing has nothing to do with religion. Sadly, there have been
instances of honour killing amongst Hindus, Sikhs, and Christians. 

Your characterization of the niqab noting that “ a woman wearing a burkah
will always be in the company of a male” is incorrect; I assure you the
woman attacked at Toronto’s Fairview Mall in October 2015 in the compa-
ny of her two young daughters was not accompanied by her husband.
Furthermore, a 2013 study by Karen Busby of the University of Manitoba
for the Canadian Council of Muslim Women, which surveyed women who
wear niqabs, found the typical woman who wears a niqab is married, in her
20s or early 30s, born outside of Canada but didn’t start wearing a niqab
until she arrived here. They are also highly educated and say they choose to
wear a niqab because it gives them confidence and security. 

As for the rest of your references to the Qur’an, since you do not state
your sources, it makes it rather difficult to make any sense of this. 

Finally, the Manitoba Multifaith Council recently responded to the recent
tragedies in Orlando and Iraq by issuing the following statement. It was
published widely including the Winnipeg Free Press. We highlight in bold
below a couple of especially pertinent lines given your “short takes.” 
Respectfully,
Belle Jarniewski 
Justin Jaron Lewis
Sharon Graham
Jon Bitton
Hadass Eviatar

Statement of the Manitoba Multifaith Council on the Recent Tragedies
The Manitoba Multifaith Council joins the global chorus of horror and

dismay at the recent waves of violence perpetrated by some accounts and
to some perspectives attributable to the religious impulse, in the immola-
tion of 19 Yazidi women by the forces of Daesh (IS) in early June and the
shootings in the Pulse nightclub in Orlando in the early hours of June 12.
We lift up several foundational concerns that extend beyond the visceral
revulsion provoked by such acts. 

We acknowledge and confess that all too often in the course of human
history religious communities of all stripes have betrayed the founding
impulses of their communities. We pledge yet again to stand by the con-
viction, as stated in many of our religious traditions, that within Creation
all human beings are made in the image of the Divine; and that conse-
quently, the image of God in all humans implies that each person has “infi-
nite value, equality and uniqueness.” (Rabbi Irving Greenberg).

We hold these convictions to be universal human values, regardless of
race, religion, orientation, or nationality. 

We call upon all Manitobans, whether people of faith or no faith; we call
on people of good will everywhere to: 

Resist superficial analysis of these tragedies and the religious implica-
tions of each;

To suspend judgement concerning motivations and meaning in the face
of apparent meaningless; 

To refrain from xenophobic suspicion of the other;
To pursue open dialogue amongst people of differing religious traditions

and ideological positions;
To seek always and everywhere to be agents of reconciliation, instru-

ments of peace and understanding in contrast to the demagogue urgings of
those who would pervert religious faith or human ideals to the demonic
ends of hatred and bigotry; 

To embrace complexity in all aspects of the human adventure.
We urge the leaders of our province and our nation to recall the provi-

sions of Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which
recognize the integrity and liberty of religious expression and to apply that
recognition to all policies of our province and nation, whether domestic or
global. 

We remember, soberly and hopefully John Donne’s conviction that “no
(one) is an island,” and the wisdom of the late Rabbi Harry Joshua Stern
that we will have “one world or no world.” 

Hi Belle, 
I’ll print your letter Belle, but I find it interesting that you use the terms

“burkah” and “niqab” interchangably. I never did. I referred only to
Muslim women wearing burkahs.
-Bernie

Hi Bernie,
When I use the two terms, I am quoting your use of the word “burkah”.

I use the word “niqab” which is the term I am most familiar with,  and have
heard my Muslim friends use exclusively. As well, the study that I referred
to “Women in Niqab Speak: A Study of the Niqab in Canada” also uses that
term exclusively, as I recall. 
Belle

They’re quite different. The burkah is a complete covering of the woman
in one piece - often covering the complete face. The niqab is a head scarf
leaving the eyes exposed.
-Bernie

Further to what I had written in my June 22 Short takes column, follow-
ing is an excerpt from an article I had written about Kasim Hafeez in
January 2015. Kasim is a very brave Muslim who has been willing to chal-
lenge many of the notions that Western liberals harbour about Islam. Much
to my regret, Kasim has moved from Winnipeg; he was a breath of fresh air
when it came to speaking candidly about Islam.

Here is that excerpt, taken from a report of a talk Kasim gave to the
group,  Winnipeg Friends of Israel:

Kasim Hafeez speaks as someone who was indoctrinated within a style
of Islam that is not as extreme as what, say a nutcase group such as ISIS
would be pushing, but nonetheless, hatred for Jews within Kasim’s
Pakistani upbringing in Britain was taken for granted.

During Kasim’s talk on January 15 I asked him whether it was not true
that many Muslim immigrants who had moved to Western countries were
not, in fact, wanting to get away from the more extreme forms of Islam that
had been practiced in their native countries?

“Yes, that’s true,” Kasim agreed. “The first generation of Muslim immi-
grants did come to the U.K. and Canada to get away from Islamic control
(Sharia law)…but later generations are harkening back to the old ways.

“Two things happened,” Kasim suggested: “When an immigrant commu-
nity first arrives in a new country, for the most part they want to integrate
into the larger community.

“But, younger generations find themselves struggling for an identity.
And, as happened in Britain, when the members of the younger generation
see their new adopted country giving weapons and support to Israel, they
ask themselves: ‘How can we be loyal to this country?’ “

So, the question that I wanted to ask Kasim, emanating from his obser-
vation about the generation of which he is a part, is how much hatred of
Jews is a natural part of being a Muslim? Kasim said: “Demonization of
Jews is the default position in much of the Muslim world.”

To that end, Kasim lays most of the blame on Saudi Arabia and the
extreme form of Islam practiced there known as “Wahabism”. I noted in
my last “Short takes” column that Kasim alluded to one organization in
particular, known as the “Al Magri Foundation”, which is Saudi financed
and which has laid down deep roots in Canada, as an example of the type
of organization that fosters the kind of antipathy for Jews that is so typical
among young Muslims. As for distinguishing between Jews and Israelis,
moreover, Kasim explained that Muslims generally find it difficult to
understand the difference. We’re all the same, in essence, in the minds of
most Muslims.

For anyone who may be naïve about Islam, Kasim would say this: “Islam,
at its core, is about conquest.”

There have been three stages of Islam, Kasim noted: As a “desert reli-
gion”, as a “global empire”, and as an empire in “decline”, i.e. the Ottaman
Empire, culminating in the past century with the artificial creation by colo-
nial powers of Muslim “nation states”, something Kasim described as a
“complete failure”.

“The problem” in dealing with the failure of the attempt to create Muslim
nation states, however, according to Kasim, is that “instead of asking how
we can remedy this we look backward” to past glories, such as the Islamic
Caliphate, which is what ISIS is doing.

Thus, an organization such as the Al Magri Foundation says to young
Muslims: “You don’t belong here.”

But, because of Saudi Arabia’s huge influence in so much of the Muslim
world, Kasim warned, “Things are going to get a lot worse because we

LETTERS

Continued on page 7. See “Muslim attitudes”.



6 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, July 6, 2016

Myron Love

Raber Glove still flourishing after 75 years
It is not often that a business remains successful

into the third generation, but Howard Raber con-
tinues to build on the foundation created for him
by his father, Sunny Raber, and Zaida, Abraham
(Harry) Raber, at Raber Glove.

Now in its 75th year in operation, Raber Glove,
notes Howard Raber, remains one of the few
glove manufacturers left in Canada that is still
making 100% Canadian-made gloves -  at a time,
he adds, when “made in Canada” carries more

weight than ever.
“I was interviewed on the Lang and O’Leary Exchange on CBC a few

years ago,” Raber says. “They asked me how we are able to compete in
today’s retail market. I replied that there are three areas in which to com-
pete – quality, price and on-time delivery. But you can’t do all three. If you
want to be successful, you have to excel at two out of the three. We com-
pete on quality and on-time delivery. People are prepared to pay the high-
er price as the quality of our product speaks for itself.”

Raber adds that his zaida taught him that it is better to have 1,000 small
accounts than to have to rely on a small number of major buyers.

Among Raber Glove’s long time clientele are: the City of Winnipeg, the
Province of Manitoba Vehicle and Equipment Management Agency, the
Ontario Provincial Police, the City of Calgary, the Department of National
Defense and the RCMP (whose famed musical ride wears Raber Gloves).

“We also sell to a lot of independent stores across Canada,” he says.
The best known Raber Glove product, Raber notes, is the Raber

“Garbage Mitt” ® which is a must-wear for cold Canadian winters (avail-
able at Cabelas as well as many others). CAA tow truck drivers wear Raber
work gloves for their durability and warmth.

It was his zaida who had the greatest influence on Howard Raber when it
came to business. Abraham (Harry) Raber came to Winnipeg in 1924. In
Winnipeg, at he prodding of a friend, he worked for Western Glove Works
as a leather cutter. In 1934, he and a fellow cutter opened Perfect Fit Glove.

“My zaida realized that no one in Western Canada was making dress
gloves,” Howard Raber says. “He and his partner, through a process of trial
and error came up with a winning product. My zaida’s first customer was
Eatons.”

In time, Perfect Fit Glove became the major supplier of dress gloves for
Eaton’s, whose mail order business accounted for 90% of retail sales in
western Canada.

In 1941, Sunny Raber, with a degree from Success Business College,
joined his father in business. With his partner’s son also interested in join-
ing the business, the two original partners realized that there wasn’t enough
business to support four partners. So, Abraham (Harry) Raber sold his
share of the company to the Richmans and he and Sunny founded Raber
Glove.

In 1956, the Rabers bought out Western Glove Works’ glove division. In
1961, they added Utility Glove to their holdings.

Sunny Raber took over as president of the company in the 1960s. Howard

joined the family business in 1984.
“I started on the shop floor working as a cutter,” Howard says. ”I did that

for many years. As the boss’s son, you have to work harder than everyone
else to earn the respect of the other workers. It was only when senior work-
ers began asking me for advice that I knew that I had succeeded.”

Raber points out that Raber Glove has a staff of about 50 workers, many
of whom  have been with the company for decades. “Our employees are
like family,” he says. “I need them more than they need me. We strongly
value loyalty enabling us to make a superior product.”

He also speaks about the importance of building strong relationships with
his customers and suppliers. “When my zaida and father were preparing to
open Raber Glove in 1941, they approached the bank manager at the Scotia
Bank branch in the McLaren Hotel (on Main Street near City Hall) for a
loan. They sealed the deal with a handshake – which meant something in
those days. We still deal with Scotia Bank.”

He adds that the traveling sales agents/suppliers in days gone by were
also treated like family by the Raber family and were often guests in the
Raber home.

While Raber Glove’s sales remain strong, one hurdle that Howard Raber
identifies is the increasing difficulty in getting quality people to work in
garment industry factories.

As for Howard Raber, as long as he remains hale and hearty, he intends
to keep making top quality gloves.

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

HOWARD RABER standing beside 1950s poster listing 
all four Raber-owned glove companies at that time

some “background” to this resolution.
(My comments are in italics in parenthe-
ses.)

“When Palestine was partitioned in
1947, the U.N. allocated approximately 1/3 of Palestinian territory to the
Palestinian people, although they constituted approximately 2/3 of the
population.

“Since 1947, the Palestinian people have never exercised true sover-
eignty over the territory the U.N. had allocated to them. (In 1947, there
was no Palestinian political movement to take up the UN offer.  And how
is this Israel’s fault?  What is missing here is the context at the time – that
the Palestinians Arabs began attacking Jewish settlements as soon as the
British declared that they were leaving and that immediately after the
British departure, five Arab armies invaded the new Jewish State with the
goal of destroying it. It was the Jordanians and Egyptians who held onto
land promised for a Palestinian State and there were absolutely no com-
plaints until after 1967.)

“Moreover, due primarily to Israeli settlement construction in the OPT,
the land Palestinians occupy has shrunk dramatically since 1947. (Once
again, no explanation of the context.  The implication is that somehow
Israel began building “settlements” in the “occupied Palestinian
Territories” right after 1947.  The implication is that much of Israel is
“occupied Palestinian Territory”.  It was only after a second war started
by Israel’s neighbours in 1967 that Israel ended up “occupying” Gaza
and the West Bank.)

“Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention prohibits occupying pow-
ers from transferring parts of their own civilian population to territory they
occupy. (The State of Israel did not “transfer parts of its own civilian pop-
ulation to the “occupied territories”.  In fact, right after the 1967 war, the
Government of Israel offered to return almost all of its newly acquired

land to Jordan and Egypt – the real occupying powers – in return for
recognition of Israel and negotiations to determine final borders.  The
1947 green line was an armistice line which was not recognized by any-
one as a border before 1967. The Arab countries refused.  As a result of
the administrative vacuum that was created, a number of groups of
Israelis, independent of the government – and in some cases in defiance of
the government – took it upon themselves to start new Jewish communities
across the Green Line  - in some cases on the foundations of former Jewish
communities that had been destroyed by the Arabs in 1947.)

“Accordingly, the U.N. Security Council has declared that Israeli settle-
ments in the OPT constitute ‘a flagrant violation’ of the Fourth Geneva
Convention. Moreover, in a 2004 advisory opinion, the International Court
of Justice ruled that Israel’s settlements have been established in breach of
international law. (Everyone with any sense knows that the UN applies
rules and standards to Israel that are not applied to any other country.)

“Despite the clear illegality of Israeli settlements in the OPT, Israel has
continued to construct and expand such settlements up to the current time
and has given no indication that it will cease doing so in the foreseeable
future. (Wasn’t it just two years ago that the Israeli government imposed a
ten-month freeze on any new construction beyond the Green Line in an
effort to encourage negotiations with the Palestinian Government?
Nothing came of it.)

“Moreover, the current Israeli Prime Minister has made numerous state-
ments that raise serious questions as to his commitment to a two-state
solution. Thus, Palestinians’ prospects for achieving a sovereign
Palestinian state through bilateral negotiations with Israel are remote.”
(The Palestinians already have two sovereign states – one in Gaza ruled
by Hamas, which was elected in a democratic election – and the other in
the West Bank ruled by the Palestinian Authority led by Mahmoud Abbas,
who was elected president in a democratic election. Both states are now
dictatorships.)

Green Party
(Continued from page 4.)
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Further to physicians’ story
Bernie,
Thanks for your positive report on the first Vignette night of the pro-

ject recording the antics of Jewish physicians in the province.
If I can respond for the group and myself:
The issue of “Numerus Clausus” has been discussed in detail and will

certainly be reported on in the future.
My comment on medicine being a business “back then” by no means

implies it is not still a business now…though a very different one! I
was stressing the matter of competing for patients; these days, what
with doctors interviewing patients before accepting them into practice,
it seems more like each practice has its own numerus clausus. Times
change.
Best wishes,
Daniel Klass

Re: Story on physicians’ program
Hello Bernie. As chair of the CMJP committee I would like to thank

you for the excellent article that you wrote about our project. It will no
doubt lead to further publicity which hopefully will enrich the archive.
The article itself will of course also become part of the archive.
Sincerely. 
Nate Wiseman

can’t deal with the core issue, which is
Saudi Arabia, unless the oil money runs
out.”

Turning to ISIS and its nihilistic ideol-
ogy, Kasim said: “ISIS ideology maintains that if there is an Islamic state
(which is what ISIS claims to have created in Iraq and Syria) then, by law,
it is every Muslim’s duty to emigrate to that state. But, if you can’t move
there, then kill the infidels where you are and strike terror.”

Interestingly, however, Kasim suggested that “ISIS doesn’t care about
Jerusalem. It’s Mecca and Medina that are important” and nothing else.

“Under Islamic law the only mosque you can travel to visit is in Mecca
or Medina,” he added.

The Catch 22 in dealing with ISIS, however, is that if you attack them,
you inflame Muslim passions; but if you don’t attack them and allow them
to remain where they are”, you are also in a terrible conundrum.

Finally, Kasim had this to say about our situation right here in North
America: “The Jewish community in North America is making the
same mistake that the Jewish community in the U.K. made, which is:
“If you don’t say anything (about Islamic extremism), the problem will
go away.”

I added this in an e-mail which  I subsequently sent to Belle Jarniewski:
I  don’t know whether you’ve heard about or read anything from Khaled
Abu Toameh, who writes for the Jerusalem Post and who regularly casti-
gates Western liberals for being so naive about Islam, but he makes the
same points as Kasim when it comes to liberal Jews being afraid to speak
honestly about Islam.. 

Belle, why do you insist on ignoring everything that’s negative about
Islam and continue to try and treat it as  a peace-loving faith? I’ve looked
again at the results of the Pew Report on Muslim attitudes toward such
things as honour killings and imposition of Sharia law. There is strong sup-
port in the vast majority of the Muslim world for attitudes that I don’t think
you’d favour, yet you continue to look the other way.

If I’m going to print your letter, which I will, in its entirety, I’m also going
to put in a very strong response to it. 

From a 2011 Pew survey of Muslim attitudes
toward honour killings, suicide bombings 

and violence against civilians
The survey asked Muslims whether honor killings are ever justified as

punishment for pre- or extra-marital sex.  In 14 of the 23 countries where
the question was asked, at least half say honor killings are never justified
when a woman stands accused.  (Ed; The corollary is that almsot half of
Muslims in those countries do support honour killings of women!) In only
two countries – Afghanistan (60%) and Iraq (60%) – do majorities say
honor killings of women are often or sometimes justified.

Muslims in South Asia are less likely to say honor killings of both
women and men are never justified. In Pakistan, 45% of Muslims say exe-
cuting accused women is never justified, (Ed.: The corollary is that 55%
say it is sometimes justified!) and 48% say the same about accused men.
In Bangladesh, fewer than four-in-ten Muslims reject honor killings for
women (34%) and men (38%), while in Afghanistan roughly a quarter say
executing a woman (24%) or a man (24%) is never justified.

In four of the seven countries where the question was asked in the
Middle East-North Africa region, at least half of Muslims say honor
killings of accused men are never justified: Jordan (81%), Morocco
(64%), Tunisia (62%) and Lebanon (55%). Smaller percentages share this
view in the Palestinian territories (46%), Egypt (41%) and Iraq (33%). But
in only two countries in the region – Morocco (65%) and Tunisia (57%)
– does a majority reject honor killings of accused women. In the other
countries surveyed in the region, the percentage of Muslims who reject
honor killings of women ranges from 45% in Lebanon to 22% in Iraq.

More than eight-in-ten American Muslims say suicide bombings and
other forms of violence against civilian targets are never justified (81%)
or rarely justified (5%) to defend Islam from its enemies. Worldwide, most
Muslims also reject this type of violence, with a median of 72% saying
such attacks are never justified and 10% saying they are rarely justified.
Just 1% of U.S. Muslims and a median of 3% of Muslims worldwide say
suicide bombings and other violence against civilian targets are often jus-
tified, while 7% of U.S. Muslims and a global median of 8% of Muslims
say such attacks are sometimes justified to defend Islam.

(Ed.: As Bill Maher has pointed out, even if only 3% of Muslims world-
wide say suicide bombings and attacks against civilians are justified, if
there are 1.54 billion Muslims in the world, that means there are still 4.62
million Muslims worldwide who do support suicide bombings and attacks
against civilians. Further, in the U.S. where there are 2.75 million
Muslims, if 7% say such attacks are sometiems justified, that means
192,5000 Muslims in the U.S. do say such attacks are sometimes justified. 

And we’re supposed to believe that Islam is a religion of peace? I think
on this point I find myself believeing Kasim Hafeez - who is a Muslim,
more than Belle Jarniewski.)

Munich state museum profited from 
Nazi-looted art, investigation shows

BERLIN (JTA) – A state museum in
Munich profited from art looted by the Nazis
at least until the 1990s, a new investigation
has revealed. 

In a joint probe, the Munich-based news-
paper Süddeutsche Zeitung and the German
NGO Commission for Looted Art in Europe
found that the Bavarian State Galleries and
many other such institutions have been sit-
ting on art that was forcibly “purchased”
from Jewish collectors under the Nazi
regime. 

The museums have tried to disguise the
origin of the artworks, and even sold some
of them without seeking the rightful owners
or their heirs, according to the investigation. 

The deception began as soon as American
authorities handed over the restitution task
to the Bavarian administration in 1949,
according to the report. Thousands of art-
works were in question. 

Reportedly, German authorities kept some
and sold others at deflated prices, including
to members of prominent Nazi families such
as the widow of Hermann Goering and
Henriette von Schirach (nee Hoffmann), the
wife of Hitler’s district governor, or
“Gauleiter,” in Vienna. 

The newspaper traces the story of how von Schirach came by one
small painting, “Picture of a Dutch Square,” by Johannes van der
Heydes that originally belonged to a Czech-Jewish couple, the con-
sul general to Vienna, Gottlieb Krause, and his wife, Mathilde. The
Krause family fled to the United States in April 1938, putting their
possessions in storage. 

But the property was later confiscated by the Gestapo and artworks
were sold to, among others, the planned “Führermuseum” in Linz,
Austria, and to the father of von Schirach, Heinrich Hoffmann,
Hitler’s official photographer and an art collector. 

After the war, the painting was among the thousands of works to be
returned to rightful heirs. But the Bavarian State Galleries sold it
back to von Schirach for 300 Deutschmark, and she promptly auc-
tioned it off for 16,000 Deutschmarks to the Xanten Cathedral
Association; it was on display in the cathedral until 2011. 

Meanwhile, the paper reported, the great-grandson of the Krauses,
John Graykowski, has been seeking restitution of the family’s collec-
tion in vain. 

Henriette von
Schirach, the wife
of Hitler’s district
governor, or
“Gauleiter,” in
Vienna. Bavarian
State Galleries sold
her a painting
stolen from Jewish
owners for 300
D e u t s c h m a r k s ,
which she promptly
resold for 16,000
Deutschmarks. 

The great-grand-
son of the true own-
ers has been seek-
ing restitution in
vain.

Muslim attitudes
Continued from page 5.
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Yiddish page/Harry Warren

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust
at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

We are seniors
Some great movies I’ve seen lately

Periodically, I ask my friends
who are seniors, “Have you
seen any good movies lately?”
The answer I usually receive is
“No, there is nothing good out
there.” Hollywood seems to
have forgotten about our gen-
eration. Movies today seem to
feature mosty high action digi-

tal dramas involving car chases or digital creatures from
another world intent on destroying our cities.

Who needs it? If you are like Nora and me, you can real-
ly enjoy the really great movies from yesteryear on two
networks: Encore Avenue1and Turner Classic Movies.
They’re available  on Shaw Cable, channels 32 and 42
(MTS channels 216 and 248). If you are fortunate to have
a PVR (Personal Video Recorder) attached to your TV.
you can record at any time during the day or night. Also,
there are no commercials on these stations.

Recently we viewed
James Stewart, in “The
Spirit of St. Louis”.
This is the story of the
race to be the first to fly
an aircraft non stop
from New York to Paris
across the Atlantic
Ocean. The aircraft was
named “The Spirit of St.
Louis”. It’s a story of
determination, and risk
for a former U.S. Air
Mail pilot, who was
accustomed to deliver-
ing the mail in all kinds of weather.

If you want to enjoy a really funny movie try “The Odd
Couple”, starring Walter Matthau and Jack Lemmon.
Jack’s 11-year marriage has come to an end and he has no
place to go, until he ends up at Walter’s place, along with
his poker buddies.

Walter offers to have him to stay at his eight-room apart-
ment until he can get settled. It’s a hilarious study between
two opposite types of characters, including Matthau, the
slob, and Lemmon, the neat freak.

Another “Golden Oldie” you could try would be “Places
in the Heart”, starring Sally Field, John Malcovitch and
Danny Glover. Sally Field becomes a widow when her
husband, a police officer is killed in the line of duty and
she is left with a farm and two small children to look after.
Her local bank is threatening to foreclose on her farm. The
bank manager brings a blind relative (John Malcovitch) to
help with rent payments.

Danny Glover is a vagrant looking for a job on her farm.
He persuades her to secure a  loan in order to plant cotton.
The rest is a captivating story of determination and empa-
thy.

If you enjoy adventure on the high seas you will be held
to your seats if you try “The Perfect Storm” with George
Clooney and Mark Wahlberg. George Clooney plays a
captain who rents out a fishing boat in order to fish for
marlin off the Atlantic coast, while Mark Wahlberg plays
his first mate. Together they they embark on a fishing
expedition and run into a “perfect storm”, which is a con-
fluence between two storm systems that meet, producing
impossible water conditions with gigantic waves!

If you enjoy drama try “Sunrise at Campobello” starring
Ralph Bellamy and Greer Garson. Bellamy plays the part
of Franklin D. Roosevelt and Greer Garson plays his wife
during the time in his life when they have to deal with his
disability as a result of his attack of Polio. The rest is his-
tory.

Then there was the story about the group of magicians
attending a convention.

One of the ladies attending was given a lift by one of the
magicians. She was asked to prove that she was a magi-
cian. So she touched him on the knee and he turned into a
motel!

By

HARRY WARREN

Hollywood seems to
have forgotten about
our generation.
Movies today seem to
feature mosty high
action digital dramas
involving car chases
or digital creatures
from another world
intent on destroying
our cities.



like once completed,
Kraut was able to offer
a fairly detailed
description of what is
envisioned, noting that
plans are subject to
change. For instance,
there is a notice on
Doncaster Street indi-
cating that the propos-
al is to build a 76-unit
building. Kraut
explained that, as a
result of conversations
that he has had with
prospective condo pur-
chasers, it was decided to reduce the number of units that would be built
to 71, opting instead to increase the sizes of a good many of the units

“We’re looking at essentially two different demographics” when it
comes to who might be interested in purchasing condos in the proposed
development, Kraut explained. “The first would be what you would call
‘empty nesters’.” Those types of buyers generally prefer much larger
units - in the 1400-2000 square foot range, Kraut said. Prices for those
units will generally fall into the $500,000 - $1,000,000 range, he added.

The second demographic that would likely be interested in condos on
the Campus would be “first time buyers”, Kraut suggested. These might
be people who have just left their parents’ homes, he explained, who
wouldn’t be looking for anything too large - something in the 850 square
foot range. Prices for those types of condos will be in the mid to high
200s, Kraut noted; there will be 20 units available in that range.

As far as parking is concerned, there will be approximately two spaces
for each condo unit, according to Kraut, with 75% of those indoors.
(There will not be a ramp into an underground garage, he noted; instead,
there will be a slight three foot decline into a covered parking area.)

The actual construction of the condos will take into account the historic
appearance of the Asper Campus. The same type of granite that appears
on the exterior of much of the Campus will be used in this project, Kraut
said, “to mimic the materials” used in the construction of the Asper
Campus, which was completed in 1997, but which was built upon the
foundation of the old Manitoba Agricultural College.

In addition, given that the project will be located on the grounds of the
Asper Campus, there will be a strict demarcation between the proposed
development and the playground used by the Gray Academy, as well as
the other grounds used by the Campus, Kraut noted. “There is going to
be an eight-foot fence between the development and the rest of the
Campus during construction,” he explained. Once the building is fin-
ished, a six-foot fence will separate the development from the Campus.
As well, while residents of the development will naturally want to use the
facilities of the Rady JCC, they will have to gain access by taking Tuxedo
to Doncaster without being able to cut across the grounds of the Campus.
On that note though, Kraut said that purchasers of units will be offered
free memberships to the Rady JCC for the first couple of years.

As far as what materials will go into construction of the units is con-
cerned, “our luxury condos will have the sorts of features buyers have
come to expect in condos of that sort,” Kraut said, including “granite
kitchens, hardwood floors, and modern appliances”. There will also be
extensive use of windows throughout the building, he added.

The proposal would require rezoning of the land in question. A public
hearing of the Assiniboia Community Committee was scheduled to have
been held July 5 at which any interested persons were to be allowed “to
make submissions, ask questions, or register objections in respect of” the
proposed rezoning application.

At that meeting (which will have taken place by the time this paper is
delivered) the three councillors who sit on the Assiniboia Community
Committee: Marty Morantz, Tuxedo; Shawn Dobson, St. Charles; and
Scott Gillingham, St. James, will have been asked to give approval to the
zoning variance that would be required in order for the proposed project
to proceed. Assuming their approval is given, it would be next up to the
Executive Policy Committee of City Council to give final approval.

If everything goes according to plan, and at least half the units are sold
by the spring, construction of the project can be expected to begin next
spring, Kraut said. If sales are slower, the start date for construction
would likely be pushed back to the fall of 2017, he noted.

In the meantime, interested buyers should be able to visit a “presenta-
tion centre” on site sometime in mid-October this year, Kraut said, which
will be a full scale replica of one the units that will be built in the project.
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Community news Brand new High Holy Day 
services at Shaarey Zedek

By Rabbi ALAN GREEN
Senior Rabbi, Congregation Shaarey Zedek

As I write, Shaarey Zedek is marking the first anniversary of its
dramatically new style of Shabbat Morning Prayer Service. For
those who have not yet experienced it, these services radically
differ from any in Shaarey Zedek’s long history.

The new Shabbat morning format features instrumental accom-
paniment – usually an electronic keyboard. It is markedly short-
er – no longer than two hours when there is no Bar or Bat
Mitzvah. It is relaxed and informal. And it makes use of a new
user-friendly Siddur, complete with translation, transliteration,
and commentary. 

Most important, these new services have room to breathe. They
are filled with life and feeling. In these services, the quantity of
prayer is no longer the criterion for success. Now, we are focused
on the quality of the prayer experience. 

So, we have dialed down the sheer volume of Hebrew words to
a more manageable, digestible level. The consequent gain in
opportunities for engagement has been deeply rewarding, for
clergy and congregants alike. Many people have experienced a
quantum leap in energy and understanding from their experience
of the previously incomprehensible Hebrew of the Siddur and
Torah reading. 

Having now extended this format to Shabbat morning B’nai
Mitzvah, the response from our young families has been over-
whelmingly positive. Invitees from other cities are now bringing
the story of their Shaarey Zedek experience to the rabbis of their
home congregations. 

I first experienced this kind of service in the late 1980s, when I
came into contact with Rabbi Zalman Schachter’s Jewish
Renewal Movement. Reb Zalman fervently believed that once
the barriers to entry were lowered – the barriers of Hebrew lan-
guage, understanding of Jewish ritual, and belief – the natural
flow of prayer and Self in relation to God would take over. This
has proved to be the case for me, and for thousands of others
around the world.

Actually, I never thought it would be possible to engage such a
service at Shaarey Zedek. It took a rare combination of non-risk-
averse individuals to allow it happen. So, I want to give special
credit to our synagogue President, Uri Kraut, our Vice President
and former Ritual Chair, Lorne Weiss, Chazzan Anibal Mass,
who created the new Siddurim for these new services, and
Chazzan Sheni Matthew Leibl, who provided the initial spark and
much of the energy to keep this project moving forward.

With a year’s worth of experience under our belts, we feel this
service is ready for prime time. We have now succeeded in
extending this new prayer format to High Holy Days at Shaarey
Zedek. 

For these High Holy Days, we will utilize what is by now a
tried and true formula: no service longer than 2 hours; keyboard
accompaniment; minimal repetition of prayer; and a maximum of
explanation and engagement throughout all services. 

A special bonus this year will be the new quartet choir, consist-
ing of tenor and choir director Justin Odwak, baritone Elliot
Lazar, soprano Sarah Sommer, and alto Malissa Magorel. The
quartet has already had its first performance and the result was
spectacular! 

We are also pleased to offer our High Holy Day Family Service
with Leslie Emery on both days of Rosh Hashanah and on Yom
Kippur. The service format has been enhanced and now features
musical accompaniment by Josh Weinstock and Jay Stoller. This
interactive and fun service is filled with music, singing, puppets
and more.

The new High Holy Day format has been heartening. Tickets
have been selling at a record pace. We are more than confident
that High Holy Day services – different though they may be from
those of the past – will be “high” and “holy” in a way rarely expe-
rienced here in Winnipeg, or anywhere else in the world. Come
join us this year, and discover what all the excitement is about!
Please contact the shul to arrange for your seats by July 22.

Names of the individuals in the ad at the top of page 1 (l-r):
Clergy: Rabbi Alan Green, Chazzan Aníbal Mass, Chazzan
Sheini Matthew Leibl; Family Service: Leslie Emery (Program
Director); Quartet Choir: Justin Odwak (Choir Director),
Sarah Sommer, Elliot Lazar, Malissa Magorel.

Condos
Continued from
page 1.

The old white building that used be located
on the land where Karma Developments
proposes to build a  condo development.
That building, which used to be used by the
provincial government, was demolished in
2014.



People often ask, “Who will be the future leaders in our community?”
Well, if you talk to the teens from T.A.L., the acronym for the Teens as
Leaders program at the Rady JCC, they’ll tell you that they’re up for the
challenge. 

On Wednesday, June 22nd, 17 teens from Grades 10 and 11 celebrated the
successful conclusion of their program. T.A.L. is run by the Rady JCC with
support from the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. It offers opportunities to
develop skills in becoming counselors and leaders and prepares them for
future employment in their community. 

Some of the graduates had this to say about their experience: “T.A.L was
easily one of the best opportunities I have had to get involved in my com-
munity. Through T.A.L. I was able to build connections within the com-

munity and use skills that I know will be useful to me in the future. Not
only this, but I truly enjoyed every program I went to!” said Emily Kalo.
Axel Lecman added, “It’s a fun way to learn how to be a leader in more
than one way and also make new friends.”

The person behind the program is Rady JCC Child Family and Youth
Program Manager Laura Marjovsky. She started developing the idea for
T.A.L. back in 2014 and, after doing the research and planning, Marjovsky
launched it last October. 

T.A.L. consists of a series of workshops led by specialists in their fields.
Participants in the program learned about child development, planning,
leadership, Jewish holidays, conflict resolution, camp scheduling and even
resumé writing. They put their newly learned skills into action by helping
plan and deliver activities for some of the major family holiday events at
the Rady JCC, such as Chanukah, Yom Haatzmaut and day camps.

Earlier this year, T.A.L. and the Rady JCC were honoured with the Kol
Hakavod Award by the JCC Association of North America. As a result,
other JCCs are interested in replicating T.A.L. in their own communities.
Those who went through the program here in Winnipeg have proven that
they can become leaders in our community and you can expect to see them
soon as employees of the Rady JCC and other organizations.

Congratulations to all graduates!
To apply for T.A.L., please contact Laura Marjovsky at

lmarjovsky@radyjcc.com
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“Teens as Leaders”  completes successful first year

On Wednesday, June 22nd, 17 teens from Grades 10 and 11 celebrated
the successful conclusion of the first year of the “T.A.L.” program,
which is offered by the Rady JCC.

The Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada is pleased to
announce that the winner of the Switzer-Cooperstock Prize for the best
essay on western Canadian Jewish History is Professor Esyllt Jones of
the University of Manitoba.  Professor Jones’ essay is entitled “Mindel
Cherniack Sheps and the founding of Medicare in Canada.”  Dr. Jones
is the author of numerous works on Winnipeg history, including
Influenza 1918: Disease, Death, and Struggle in Winnipeg (2007). As
the winner, Dr. Jones receives a monetary prize and will deliver a pub-
lic lecture on Sunday, September 18 at 2:00 pm in the Multipurpose
Room of the Asper Jewish Community Campus (123 Doncaster
Street).

Mindel Cherniack Sheps was one of the very few Jewish women to
be accepted by the University of Manitoba during the era of restrictive
quotas.  Dr. Sheps was active in the CCF and won election to the
school board before going to Saskatchewan to serve as secretary to the
Health Services Planning Commission, which implemented Canada’s
first medicare system.  Mindel’s husband, Cecil Sheps, also a
Winnipeg doctor, served as acting chair.  Policy differences and per-
sonal issues led to the Sheps’departure in 1946.  Working in the United
States, Dr. Mindel Sheps became a medical demographer of interna-
tional significance.

The Switzer-Cooperstock Prize is awarded biennially and is aimed at
academics, advanced students, and community scholars.  For further
information, contact the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada.
The past winners are: Professor Theodore Friedgut, Hebrew University
of Jerusalem (Lipton farm colony); Professor Lynne Marks, University
of Victoria (Jewish identity in early British Columbia); Ms. Chana
Thau (Growing up Jewish in small-town Manitoba); and Prof. David
Kaufman, York University (Jews selling Indian artifacts in British
Columbia).

Switzer-Cooperstock prize awarded for essay on pioneering 
female Jewish doctor Mindel Cherniack Sheps

The picture above was sent to us by Stan Carbone of the Jewish
Heritage Centre of Western Canada. We had asked Stan whether he
had a picture of Mindel Sheps. Stan said that the JHCWC only had a
picture of a “progressive” theatrical group from the 1930s and 40s
known as the Winnipeg Theatre Group. Stan said that he thought
Mindel Sheps is the woman whom we have circled in the photo.

Stan also added, however, that many well-known individuals were
members of that group, including: Saul Cherniack, Sybil Cherniack,
Joe Zuken, Fred Narvey, Frances Bay, Clara Zuken, Anne Ross, Cecil
Sheps, Esther Weidman, George Werier, Dave Portigal, Gert Narvey,
Jack Sheps, Ben Lepkin, Sid Cohen and Bill Ross. We’d love to learn
more about this group. If you have any information, please send it to
us.
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Fitness/Community/Canadian news

In my over 30 years
working in the fitness
industry, I’ve met
many instructors who
would bring some-
thing special to the
classes they taught.
I’ve written before
about some of the fit-
ness instructors at the

Rady JCC with whom I’ve taken classes.
They include Sharon Delbridge, who is a

zumba “pro”, if anyone can be said to fit that
description. Participants in her classes range
from age 18-80. I encourage anyone to try one of
Sharon’s classes; it doesn’t matter if you have
two left feet - just dance.

Another instructor whom I’ve written about is
Julia Civka, who told me that yoga is her pas-
sion. During her classes Julia corrects postures,
hand and foot placement, as well as breathing
technique. Julia makes a point of saying that she
not only loves the physical challenge of yoga,
but the spiritual aspect as well. 

One of my favourite instructors is Max
Kretskiy. Max began his career when he was 12
years old, dancing with a local folk dance company in Yaroslavi, Russia. In
2006, after he had moved to Winnipeg, he shifted gears and began training
as a fitness instructor. Today Max has quite a following, engaging a diverse
group of participants with a variety of classes. I love how Max corrects par-
ticipants and watches form closely. Just don’t be late to his class or he

might ream you out. I know: I was late on my
second day as a member at Rady and Max let me
know that wasn’t acceptable.

My cousin Leslie Katz has also been a fitness
fiend for years. Leslie teaches a wicked zumba
class as well as “zumba gold” and “aqua
zumba”. A few years back Leslie was diagnosed
with cancer; she also struggles with depression.
Yet, through it all she has persevered and
remains positive. Here’s something that Leslie
once sent me: “Never give up on yourself. The
tragedy of life is not death, but what we let die
inside of us when we are alive.” 

Two other instructors - about whom I haven’t
written previously, are husband and wife Gord
and Jacquie Friesen. They teach a diverse group
of classes, including “cycle yoga” and “strength
and stretch”. This couple has been involved
teaching in the fitness industry on an occasional
basis for over 25 years. I’ve taken many of their
classes over those years at various venues. 

Aside from her working in fitness, Jacquie’s
other career involves working with older adults
at Age & Opportunity adult services. Gord has
been employed by the Winnipeg Police Service
for over 30 years and is currently commander of

the WPS support division. When those two aren’t busy with their own
careers or teaching fitness, they tell me that they enjoy cycling, travel,
music, history and gardening. What a plus for the Rady JCC that Jacquie
and Gord are now teaching there! 

Aside from my own devotion to fitness, my part-time career involves
working in crisis counselling. I find that as a complement to the stress
involved in doing that kind of work, I meditate daily, do qigong weekly and
have joined a really interesting women’s group (one of several groups)
hosted by Maureen Scurfied, a.k.a. Miss Lonelyhearts. Maureen’s group is
called “Goddess Adventures” and if anyone wants to have fun and get out
of their comfort zone, then this group is for you. Anything - and I do mean
anything goes with this group of adventurous women (including transgen-
der women). Members range from 30-70+. The next group sign up will be
for September. Find out more by emailing Maureen at mscurf@shaw.ca.

One further note about the Rady JCC: In my experience I know that often
it can be awkward for someone attending a new facility - not so at the Rady
JCC. I felt so welcome when I joined a few years back, and was made to
feel as though I’d been a member forever. 

Husband and wife team teach variety of classes at Rady JCC

Award recipients at
JCFS AGM

We reported on the Jewish Child
& Family Service Annual General
Meeting, held June 16. in our last
issue. Pictured above are (l-r): vol-
unteer award recipients Hava
Salita, Sandra Berkowits, presen-
ter  Einat Paz-Keynan, and award
recipient Sally Schulman. 
In the picture at right are outgoing
JCFS President Jeffrey Gilbert
with incoming President Danita
Aziza.

GORD& JACQUIE FRIESEN
have been involved teaching in the fitness

industry over 25 years

Canadian billionaire can sue Israeli newspaper 
for libel, appeals court rules

TORONTO (JTA) -- Ontario's top
court has cleared the way for a Canadian
billionaire who owns an Israeli soccer
team to sue a leading Israeli newspaper
for libel.

In a 2-1 ruling this week, the Court of
Appeals upheld a lower court ruling that
Toronto-based real estate developer
Mitchell Goldhar, who owns the
Maccabi Tel Aviv club, may sue Haaretz
in Canada over an article he argued
impugned his reputation.

The Haaretz article, published in
November 2011, asserted that Goldhar
imported his management model for the
team from his main business interest – a
partnership with Walmart to operate
shopping centers in Canada.

"Within the club," the article noted, "there are those who believe that
Goldhar’s managerial culture is based on overconcentration bordering on
megalomania, penny-pinching and a lack of long-term planning," court
documents show.

The article also was published on the newspaper's websites in English
and Hebrew and was available in Canada.

Goldhar sued in Ontario, claiming $700,000 Canadian in damages for
libel against Haaretz, its sports editor and the reporter, David Marouani.
He argued the article suggested "personality disorder or mental illness"
and that he made "irrational" business decisions. Goldhar also said the
article had significant factual errors and "fabrications."

Haaretz countered that Ontario courts had no jurisdiction to hear the
suit. Any action should be held in Israel or the claim stayed as an abuse
of process, the newspaper argued.

In March 2015, a lower court sided with Goldhar, finding that as many
as 300 people in Canada had read the article online and that Ontario had
jurisdiction. Haaretz appealed.

The Court of Appeals in upholding the judgment said there was no
abuse of process.

"What is important is that the alleged sting of the article is very much
related to how Goldhar conducts business in Canada because the article
draws a link between Goldhar’s management model and his Canadian
business," the appeals court said in its ruling. "Although the main subject
of the article may be the management of an Israeli soccer team, the arti-
cle makes Goldhar’s management model – and its Canadian origins – an
integral part of that subject."

The court said "this is not a case of libel tourism."

Toronto billionaire
Michael Goldhar, owner

of the Israeli soccer team,
Maccabi Tel Aviv

THE FITNESS MAVEN

By

MEACHELLE BELLAN
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Fringe Festival previews

Aspergers: a Misfit at Work
It’s that time of the year again

for the Winnipeg Fringe festival.
This year, my stand-up comedy
show touches on a very delicate
underexplored area which is
Aspergers and employment. Did
you know less than 6% of people
with Aspergers have full-time
jobs? This is a higher rate than
most other disability groups.
Therefore, my Fringe show,
Aspergers: a Misfit at Work,
explores the challenges people
with Aspergers have getting,
maintaining and possibly trying to
make friends on the job. Many
jobs that people take for granted people with Aspergers could never do
such as being a server because of our sensory overload issues. I mean you
can’t exactly go up to a large party and tell everyone to be quiet so you
can take their order and when they don’t quiet down, threaten not to serve
them because they are not letting you concentrate on what the other peo-
ple at the table are trying to order. I also couldn’t be an optometrist,
because Aspies have a hard time making eye contact, and no one takes
you seriously as a bank robber when you can’t make eye contact. 

My first show will be Thursday, July 14, 10:15 pm, at the Eckhardt
Grammaté Theate at the University of Winnipeg. The show is a 42-
minute show and tickets are 10 dollars, unless you come with a pro
autism message on your shirt, like “Aspies rock”, and then tickets are $9.
This is an enormous venue of 219 seats and I am a bit worried about get-
ting enough people to attend, therefore, I would love to see as many peo-
ple from our wonderful Jewish community attend as possible. For more
information check out the Winnipeg Fringe Festival site at www.win-
nipegfringefestival.com

Bella Culpa
A Little Bit Off’s run of

Bella Culpa opens Thursday,
July 14th at 2:30 pm at the
Royal Manitoba Theatre
Centre, on the John Hirsch
Mainstage (Venue #1), locat-
ed at 174 Market Ave.

A Little Bit Off is com-
prised of Amica Hunter, and
David Cantor, cousin to the
famous vaudeville and film
star Eddie Cantor. They take much of their inspiration from the vaude-
ville antics of the silent film era, and that influence definitely shows in
their work. Their flavor of comedy and slapstick led LA’s Valley Scene
Magazine to describe them as “Like Charlie Chaplin or Harold Lloyd”
and the London Free Press called their work “physical comedy at its
best.”

Their newest production, Bella Culpa, takes their signature style of
slapstick and sets it in an Edwardian era manor house. Two servants bus-
tle around, trying in vain to complete all of their chores before the big
dinner. With a mess of silver buckets, a slew of uninvited furry guests,
acrobatic interferences, and their own wild imaginations, the task is near
impossible. The company’s strong vintage aesthetic, paired with their
ridiculous antics onstage, crafts an absurd reality that is difficult not to be
drawn into, and is captivating to audiences of all ages. Far from the typ-
ical displays of acrobatics, the performers seamlessly fuse their skills into
a compelling story. Think “Downton Abbey” meets Laurel and Hardy.
Like their previous work, A Little Bit Off has crafted Bella Culpa to be
an impressive and hilarious ride for both kids and adults.  As a physical-
ly focused piece, the show is designed to be very accessible to people of
all language backgrounds and abilities.

A Little Business at the Big Top
David Gaines,

(née Ginsberg - his
father, Stanley
G i n s b e r g ,
Americanized his
name right before
shipping out to
Europe to fight in
WWII. He figured
“Gaines” might be
less dangerous
than “Ginsberg”
on a dog tag if he
got captured by the
Nazis.) - creator
and performer of
the multi-award
winning 7 (x 1)
Samurai (Winnipeg Best of Fest 2010), is returning to the 2016 Winnipeg
Fringe Festival. His newest show, A Little Business at the Big Top, will
be featured at Tom Hendry Warehouse (venue 6) July 13 – 24, 2016.
Tickets are $10 (less for seniors and students).

Little David Gaines grew up listening to records of the Yiddish/Jewish
performers Mickey Katz and Alan Sherman, and the fruit of that cultural
heritage can be seen in his newest theatre piece, A Little Business at the
Big Top. It’s a show that takes place in and around a circus, and the cen-
tral character is a classic nebbish – the guy at the bottom of the hierarchy
- whose job is to scoop the elephant poop, and also to run the popcorn
stand.

But that is not the only character in the piece. Since it’s a one-man-
show, little David – now big Mr. Gaines – has to convey all the charac-
ters and scenes of the play all by himself. No set, no props. Using only
his body, gestures, and a kind of vocal gibberish, he creates the atmos-
phere of the circus - the posturing Ringmaster, the beautiful ballerina of
the high wire, the lowly elephant-poop-scooper - all so vividly that you
will cheer, shout, and maybe even shed a tear at the love story he creates
between them. 

The backstage drama grows until it spills out into the center ring, cre-
ating even more pandemonium. There is comedy, passion, romance, and
a high-stakes knife-fight on a tightrope above the center ring! 

This is a great family show (and very funny). 

ADAM SCHWARTZ

It’s that time of year when, as has become our custom, we present pre-
views of Fringe Festival plays that have somre sort of connection to
things Jewish - no matter how tenuous that connection might be. 

We even went so far as to ask one performer, who’s not Jewish techni-
cally speaking since, while his father is Jewish, his mother isn’t, whether
he’d consider changing his name from Gaines back to Ginsberg for the
two weeks that he’ll be here, in order to satisfy our increasingly arbitrary
requirements for getting a free plug in this paper. His wife, Susan
Thompson-Gaines,, replied, “ABSOLUTELY!  And with a sense of
humor like yours, we hope we get to meet you in person.

“Signed,
“Mr. and Mrs. Ginsberg”

David Gaines (née Ginsberg) with his father,
Stanley, at Fenway Park in Boston. David has
agreed to change his name to Ginsberg while
he’s in Winnipeg to satisfy our requirements
for getting a free plug in this paper.

SMOKER
Have you ever had to give up something you LOVE?
Smoker is award-winning New York monologist Bob Brader’s new

multiple character solo comedy about his 28-year love affair with smok-
ing, his fear of giving up cigarettes and losing himself, and the love that
got him to try to quit. As Bob tries for years to break up with his first
love: those sweet Camel Lights, he discovers that for him, quitting smok-
ing is bigger than overcoming an addiction, it’s the challenge of breaking
the cycle of his childhood abuse as an adult. In Smoker, Bob realizes all
the complex connections he has through smoking: how it helped him
through a turbulent childhood, how it created jobs, opportunities and
community, and one particular connection too precious to let go.

Following its powerful and acclaimed international debut in the
London Fringe Festival and its triumphant premiere last fall in the United
Solo Theatre Festival, the world’s largest solo theatre festival, where it
won the Award for Best Autobiographical Show, Smoker is from the
award-winning creative team, Bob Brader (Writer/Performer) and
Suzanne Bachner (Director/Developer) whose previous work includes
Bob Brader’s solo shows Preparation Hex and the multi-award-winning
Spitting In The Face Of The Devil, which won Best Show of the London
Fringe from The Beat Arts in London and Suzanne Bachner’s hit come-
dy, Circle, starring Bob Brader, which had  sold-out runs in both the
Winnipeg and Edmonton Fringe Festivals. All three productions had
extensive, successful Canadian and U.S Tours and all were part of the
Winnipeg Fringe Festival, playing to tremendous critical acclaim.

Raves for Smoker:
“A Seemingly Personal Story with Universal Resonance: Brader’s sig-

nature mix of humor, autobiography and his fantastic gift for story-
telling…sets the high bar for Fringe theatrical experiences-go and take it
in!”

- The London Yodeler
“SMOKER is Addictive Theatre: It’s 60 minutes of storytelling that

feels like 30, a feat few actors have the talent to pull off...SMOKER is
compelling theatre, fueled by Brader’s masterful storytelling and acting
talent, a show that must not be missed!”

- London Free Press (Smoker)

Venue #10 • School of Contemporary Dancers
211 Bannatyne Avenue
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FOLK LORDZ  Warriors & Fools
Featuring Todd Houseman & Ben Gorodetsky

The folksy comedy hit of last year’s Fringe returns with a brand new
fusion of folk-storytelling, improv comedy, and physical theatre!

Reaching deep into their very different heritages, Ben Gorodetsky and
Todd Houseman bring Indigenous oral history and Jewish literature
together to create a rich tapestry of hilarious and heartfelt improv at the
Winnipeg Fringe! The Folk Lordz are ready to give Winnipeg a brand
new taste of their high-octane, multi-cultural improvisation! “This year
we’re showcasing two brand new storytelling styles: Cree-Blackfoot
warrior stories and Yiddish fool’s tales”, Todd Houseman says. We’ve
dissected Indigenous oral histories of the horse wars between the
Blackfoot Confederacy and the plains Cree to create a striking tribute to
real Indigenous history. As well, in paying homage to Ben’s ancestral lan-
guage and culture as a European Jew, we read the writings of Yiddish
writers Shalom Aleichem, Issac Beshevis Singer, and Solomon Simon.
Out of this we’ve crafted a hilarious style of improvised comedy based
on the hijinks of Jewish fools”

The Recipe:
Take one part Cree-Blackfoot war story from the Indigenous, oral his-

tory.
Add one part Jewish fool’s tale inspired by Yiddish literature.
Stir in one part brand new genre - chosen by the audience at each

show!
Bake for 60 minutes in a sweaty Fringe venue to create a fast, furious,

and folksy improv show like you’ve never seen before!
at Rudolf Rocker Cultural Centre (91 Albert St)

Gimpel THE FOOL
Based upon the clas-
sic story by
I.B. Singer
Translated by Saul
Bellow
Directed and
Performed by
Howard Rypp
Music by Ron
Wiseman
Stage manager:
Maayan Rypp

A treasure from the Yiddish literature, “Gimpel the Fool“ blends
klezmer music into a surrealistic theatrical presentation. In the face of
betrayal and ridicule, Gimpel’s childlike acceptance and steadfast belief
in God and human goodness has inspired audiences throughout the
world.

The production premiered at the Edinburgh International Theatre
Festival where it garnered 5 star reviews, has toured to Austria, Armenia,
Bulgaria, the CzecRepublic, Egypt, England throughout Canada, Poland,
Russia and the United States.

All performances are at Venue #3, the Playhouse Studio 180 Market 
“A tight production of high standards…an artform on its own terms”
Edinburgh Guide
“Five Stars…Best of the Fest”
Winnipeg Free Press
“While touring internationally he has honed his character to a T”
CBC - Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
“Despite its simplicity, the play’s lessons are profound”
Curtains Up - NYC
“The play inspires the wish to believe in good. If Arhas a purpose it is

to awaken these kind of feelings.”
Ludi Festival - Orel Russia
“Rypp captures the childlike attitude of Gimpel but by the end shows a

Saint-like love and forgiveness”
Edmonton Sun
Winner of the Grand Prize at the Macedonia International Mono Drama

Festival, May 2013

Kundalini Rising
A mother’s love for her son can lift him

up to the stars. In 75 minutes of lyrical
dance, song and awe-inspiring visuals,
Jitendradas Loves-Life (the artist formerly
known as Jordan Bellan) and Jennifer
Genest present a spiritual story theatre
piece about good parenting, compassion-
ate living and the importance of spiritual-
ity in the lives of every man, woman and
child.

Open your mind to step inside your
heart as together we journey through the
chakras.

At Venue 1, MTC Main Stage

The Drowning Girls
Venue #1 John Hirsch Mainstage

Bessie, Alice, and Margaret have two things in
common: They are married to George Joseph
Smith and they are dead. Surfacing from the
bathtubs they were drowned in, the breathless
brides gather evidence against their womaniz-
ing, murderous husband by reliving the shock-
ing events leading up to their deaths. Reflecting
on the misconceptions of love, married life, and
the not-so happily ever after, The Drowning
Girls is a breathtaking fantasia and social cri-
tique. Last seen in Winnipeg at the Royal
Manitoba Theatre Centre Warehouse in 2011,
this beautifully re-imagined production will
appeal to a new generation of theatregoers. This is partly due to the fact
that this production features an all-local feminist team made up of a
majority of female-identifying individuals.

Tickets for The Drowning Girls are $10 each, with a half price perfor-
mance on performances on July 15 at 2:15 PM. 

So - what’s the Jewish connection, you may wonder?  We asked that
question of the show’s publicist. Here is what she answered: “Two of our
young co-producers from Creative Minds Productions are Elliot Lazar
and Erin Meagan Schwartz”, both of whom are Jewish.

ELIOT LAZAR

Bringing the piano to the Winnipeg Fringe
Toronto-based composer, writer and

Second City veteran RANDY VAN-
COURT brings his one-man musical
comedy about the travails of a traveling
musician to the 2016 Winnipeg Fringe.

BRING THE PIANO performances
are at MTC Up the Alley, From mas-
querading as a philatelist in the Yukon
to narrowly avoiding a South Pole sink-
ing, Randy’s musical travels have led
him into some unusual situations. In a career that spans 35 years and
encompasses theatre, television, radio and concerts, he has performed his
blend of music and comedy across North America and collected some
pretty odd stories along the way.

He last appeared on a Winnipeg stage in his long running musical com-
edy, Chutzpah à Go-Go (co-written with Winnipegger David Gale).

“Plenty of musical dexterity.” – National Public Radio
“Kept the audience in stitches.” – Welland Tribune
“A dynamic stage presence.” – SUN Media

“As a songwriter he shines.” – CBC Radio

A TENSION TO DETAIL
Award-winning British comedian Gerard

Harris (That’s Enough Drama, UK) brings his
widely acclaimed storytelling comedy “A
TENSION TO DETAIL” to the Winnipeg
Fringe for eight performances at Son of
Warehouse on Rupert Ave (Jul 14-24).

A darkly comic set of unpredictable true
tales from a storyteller with a boundless ener-
gy and enthusiasm for sharing moments of
both deep seriousness and extraordinary silli-
ness in the same breath, the show has been
toured for four years and has reached nearly
100 performances across the world, playing to sell-out houses, receiving
more than 30 highly positive reviews  and winning Best of Fest at the
Ottawa Fringe and Best Comedy at the Dunedin Fringe.

A Tension To Detail features: stories of birth, death and that short,
weird bit in between, covering as many things as there are in life, includ-
ing: Inept parenting! Childhood sexuality! Adult stupidity! Extreme shy-
ness! Jewish culture! Yoga culture! Bulldog culture! Lobster sacrifice!
Road safety! Meditation vs masturbation, Hallucination, Food poisoning,
Diarrhea and Love.

A Tension To Detail is about: storytelling itself; the difficulty of telling
a true story and the impossibility of telling the full story; how we live
according to narratives we have been writing since our childhoods; the
role of coincidence and other significant patterns in stories; why every
story is unreliable



14 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, July 6, 2016

Israel story (with a strong Winnipeg connection)

So…Do You Have a Boyfriend Over There?
By EMILY ROSE

My name is Emily Rose. I am 28 years old
and I live in Jerusalem, Israel. I grew up in
Winnipeg, Manitoba and I made aliyah when I
was 18 so I could enlist in the IDF. I served as
a combat fitness officer, physically training
infantry soldiers in basic training and, shortly
after that, I was admitted to Officers’ Training
School and I became an officer. I finished my
service at the rank of First Lieutenant and I still
serve in the active reserves in the Home Front
Command, preparing to help the civilian popu-
lation in the event of a chemical attack. I grad-
uated with a BA in  Middle Eastern Studies
from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where I learned to read and write
in Arabic.

Throughout my studies, I helped fundraise for a local NGO in the city
that offers aid to volunteers in the IDF and new immigrants, like me, in
order to encourage them to stay in the country and help make it a better
place with their innovative spirit. Three summers ago, my brother and I
produced a musical that we wrote together. It’s a children’s musical about
bullying and it was accepted by a festival in Montreal. At the end of the
summer we signed a contract with the artistic director of the Centaur
Theatre, the largest English-speaking theatre in Montreal, to produce our
show in his children’s series.

These are the things I mention when I am asked to stand in front of a
crowd and tell my story. I don’t mention all these things about myself in
order to bolster my own accomplishments. It was an honor to serve my
country and I have always considered my higher education to be an
extreme privilege (even while suffering through exams and seminar
papers). I mention these things because, well, they seem to be of no rele-
vance.

I’m exaggerating. They are of extreme relevance but, the truth is, that I
have been away from Winnipeg for about seven years now. I left immedi-
ately after high school. I left all of my family and my friends to embark on
a journey I deemed important for my own growth and for my people. Every
year I come back to Winnipeg - a place I still very much consider my home,
in order to visit my friends and the “village” that it took to raise me. I enjoy
going to synagogue with my family and, of course, eating all the tradition-
al family foods that we take so much pride in serving on the holidays. What
I don’t enjoy is having these people ask me the very same question every
year: “So, do you have a boyfriend over there?”

I have two older brothers who also come home every year for the holi-
days and they never get asked this question. This fall, in fact, I overheard
congregants of our synagogue stopping my brother to ask him about the
play we wrote together. They would ask him questions about the music, the
production, the actors and then they would see me. They would politely say
hello or pinch me on the cheek and say, “So … do you have a boyfriend
over there?”

The first time this happened to me I was 19 years old and I had come
home for the first time since enlisting. “I volunteered to serve in a foreign
military (a very busy foreign military) and that is the first thing you want
to know?”, I thought to myself. I concluded that because military life is so
far from the frame of reference of the average Canadian, perhaps these peo-
ple were simply looking for a way to connect with me through a common
ground. I politely answered their question with appreciation for their kind
sentiment. It wasn’t until my last visit that I found myself getting annoyed.

In two weeks I will mark three years since losing a woman who was very
close to me: my grandmother. The summer before she died she had surgery
and, while I was home, I went to her house every day to help her do the
exercises given to her by her physical therapist. (She hated them but my
mom made her do them.) This gave me an opportunity to ask her questions
about her early life and I learned a great deal.

When I was in fourth grade, we had to do a project on the history of one
side of our family. I chose to do the project on my grandmother’s side. She
took me down to her study in the basement, where she kept all of the fam-
ily records and documents. She pulled an old, worn box out of a drawer and
placed it gently upon the table. The box still bore the faded colored stripes
of the Hudson’s Bay Company logo. 

My grandmother graduated from the University of Manitoba’s School of
Commerce in 1944. She was one out of two women to graduate from that
class and, upon graduation, she went to work for The Bay.

“The war was devastating,” she told me, “but it opened up the door for
women into the workforce. Businesses couldn’t wait for us to graduate.
They were begging us to come work for them.”

As she worked her way up, she was promoted to floor manager. 
“The Hudson’s Bay Company wasn’t just a company. It was like a fami-

ly. We had staff training sessions and staff retreats. There were parties and
social events.”

She showed me a dance-step booklet that was printed for one of the par-
ties. As she flipped through the annual yearbook that the company would
produce for the staff every year, I saw her eyes light up. There were pic-

tures of young people in elegant gowns dancing
and socializing. I had never really seen my
grandmother like this. These faded black and
white photos were bringing her back to an excit-
ing, colorful world of a dynamic work environ-
ment. I was no longer looking through the book;
I was watching her expression as I flipped
through the pages.

“But why did you leave?” I asked her.
“That’s how it was in those days,” she said,

not taking her eyes up from the page. “When I
met your Zaida, they threw me a nice farewell
party. Married women didn’t work in those
days.”

I looked up at her, wondering if she regretted it. Did she regret having to
come home? She called me her baby girl. Did she regret me? Did she regret
us? She flipped through another page until she noticed me staring at her.
She put the brochure down and placed her frail hand softly upon my cheek.

“We had to choose. That’s how it was in those days.”
With a deep sigh, she carefully slid the brochure back into the box.
“The soup should be ready now,” she said, as she slid her apron back on

over her skirt.
I can still hear her shoes clicking on the tile floor of the basement, fading

away, as she got up and walked back to the kitchen, leaving the box, closed,
on the table in front of me.

When my grandmother married my grandfather, she transformed herself
into the CEO of our family. She could predict market trends and used this
talent to multiply my grandfather’s doctor’s salary, but never took risks she
knew she could not afford. She precisely managed all the details of the
family and treated extracurricular events, such as birthdays and gradua-
tions, with meticulous planning. She recorded and planned every detail. 

Her eternal words still ring in my ears: “Never complain about paying
taxes. If you’re paying taxes it means you are making money so just pay
them and be thankful.” Additionally, my grandmother could read and write
in English, Russian, Yiddish and Hebrew. Today, she would probably be
considered an invaluable piece of the workforce but, in her time, she was
simply a woman. That’s how it was in those days.

My bubbie had never held a baby until she held my mother. Ironically
enough, when my mother was born, my grandfather had to stay home with
her and teach her how to nurse and care for the child. He had, at that point,
delivered many babies and knew exactly how to take care of them. My
grandmother, conversely, had only ever dealt in dollars and cents.

When my zaida so tactfully expressed at the dinner table, in front of my
entire family, that he was waiting for me to have children and that his age
would not allow him to wait much longer, my bubbie interrupted him.

“Quiet, Albert!” she said, “Don’t listen to him, Emily. I gave birth to your
uncle when I was 41 and no one is a better doctor or person than my son.
You have plenty of time.”

Like a good CEO, she never needed to micromanage. I like to believe that
she measured her success based upon how well we behaved towards one
another, not while she was around, but while she was not. She took plea-
sure in knowing that we were together and working together, even if it was
in her absence. 

Spending the summer with my grandmother, who was beyond her time,
made me reflect upon my own. Now I stand at the gateway into the work-
force. Where will I choose to make a difference? How will I go about it?
How will I balance my personal life with the contribution I hope to make
to society? I have so many decisions to make because I have so many
choices. My grandmother only had two choices: Be bitter or do it right. 

On the day of my bubbie’s death, she woke up early in the morning and
made a brisket for Shabbat dinner. “Business before pleasure,” she used to
say, which was the motto she borrowed from her own father. Ironically,
business was her pleasure. Business was her true passion and every day of
her life, down to the last one, was business as usual. She went to sleep in
her own bed that night. Business as usual.

A few weeks ago I was at a dinner and I was asked to speak. I introduced
myself and began to tell my story. After discussing my army service, I was
interrupted by one of the women in the audience.

“Do you have a boyfriend?” she asked me.
“Pardon me?” I replied.
“It’s just that,” the woman continued, “look at you. You are so beautiful

and I just wanted to know if you have a boyfriend.”
“Do you have a nice Jewish boy for me?” I asked, making a joke out of

the scenario. Everyone in the room laughed and I continued with my
speech.

My grandmother’s work ended on the last day of her life but we, dear
friends, still have a lot more to do.

This story was first published on a website known as Hevria on June 6.
According to the website, Hevria is a combination of the words "Hevreh"
and "Bria" in Hebrew, which mean "group of friends" and "creation."

The story was sent to us by a friend of Emily’s, who asked whether we
might consider printing it. We had Emily’s permission to do so.
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Mameloshen

Still beloved after all these years - Mameloshen continues to pack ‘em in
By SHARON LOVE

The opening concert of the eighth annual Mameloshen Festival of
Yiddish Entertainment and Culture took place on Wednesday, June 15th,
2016. All three concerts were held at the Winnipeg Art Gallery. The
evening was entitled ‘The Almost Ed Sullivan Yiddish Variety Show’. It
took us back in time to the days of television when variety shows were the
norm. All of the talented performers were members of our community.

MC Kinzey (Ed Sullivan) Posen, standing with his arms folded, (a la Ed),
welcomed the audience and set the familial tone of the evening. First up
was the Gray Academy of Jewish Education Yiddish Choir, directed by
David Vamos and accompanied by Tatiana Smolyaninov. Their diction was
great and they were very enthusiastic. Their renditions of “Mein Yiddishe
Mameh”, “Dona Dona” and the comical “Der Rebbe Elimelech” were
enjoyed very much by the audience.

When the choir left the stage a voice was heard from the back of the
room. Lo and behold, it was Ian Dimerman singing “A Kleyn Melamedel”
as he strolled towards the stage. This was the format of the rest of this vari-
ety concert. Each performer, after being introduced by Kinzey (Ed), sang
one or two songs and did the same for the second part of the evening.
Richard Yaffe’s rich baritone voice was evident with his tender rendition of
“Unter Dayne Vayse Shtern”. He was totally in sync with accompanist Ron
Krug for the upbeat “A Fiddler”.  Justin Odwak, also accompanied by
Krug, brought the house down with “Finiculi Finicula”. His haunting pre-
sentation of the lesser known “Unter Soreleh’s Vigeleh” was superb. The
duo of Cantor Tracy Kasner Greaves and Arthur Liffmann was as great as
they were when they used to sing with the Chai Dancers. Their medley,
including “Oyfn Pripitchuk” was definitely a crowd pleaser.

What would the Ed Sullivan show have been without a juggler? Ditto for
this ‘really big shew’! Gilon Lazar filled this role well to the tune of the
oohs and aahs emanating from the audience. Lazar, a tenth grade student
from the Gray Academy, juggled balls, batons, you name it. He even bal-
anced a bar stool on his chin. As he walked towards the full sized aluminum
ladder on the stage, our MC stood spread eagle against the grand piano (just
in case). Why worry? Lazar successfully balanced the ladder on his chin!
His second appearance of the evening was equally as exciting. As the audi-
ence counted down from 40 in Yiddish, he piled 40 hats, one on top of each
other, on his head. While balancing all of them, he rode around the stage
on his unicycle. He successfully broke the world record for the number of
hats worn at the same time. We were part of this!

For his encore number, Dimerman tenderly sang the love song “Sheyne
Vie Di Levone”. Shayla Fink ably accompanied him again on piano and
this time also on vocals. Yaffe’s heartfelt “Farges Mich Nit” was sung with
so much feeling. Odwak’s “O Solo Mio” was a highlight of the evening.
Kasner Geaves and Liffmann ensured that the concert ended on a high note.
They did not miss a beat with their rousing rendition of “Roumania” The
audience eagerly sang along to “Alle Breider”, the last song of the evening.

The second concert of the festival took place on Wednesday, June 15th.
The featured artist was the world renowned Yiddish songstress Vira
Lozinsky. Following greetings by MC Kinzey Posen, Ron Paley sat down
at the piano and played an upbeat version of “Bei Mir Bistu Shayne”. Paley,
a well known musical figure, always takes a performance to a higher level.
Lozinsky opened her program with “A Freylech Shnaiderl”, the romantic
and wistful “Zol Zeyn” and a tune from the ‘Kuni Lemel’ movies about
one’s luck. Posen then asked her a few questions so the audience could
learn a little more about her. Her parents are musicians, poets and writers
and she grew up surrounded by music. She moved, as a teenager, with her
family to Israel and is multilingual. She also touched upon the worldwide
resurgence of Yiddish. The conversation led to the topic of where she was
born. That was, of course, the lead in to “Beltz Mein Shtetele Beltz”. What
other Yiddish singer today can claim to actually having been born in Beltz?
Lozinsky lived there with her family until the age of 14. Beltz is in
Moldova and was a vibrant centre of Yiddish culture. Lozinsky’s rich and
velvety voice was full of passion as she sang this much loved song about
one’s yearning for childhood days. This was followed by the light and live-
ly “A Pastachl” and the ever popular lullaby “Yankele”.

Paley played another solo number. When one thinks of “spontaneous
combustion”, how else can one describe a room full of people breaking out
into song! That’s what happened when Paley played “Tumbalalika”. At one
point he actually stopped playing, turned to the audience and conducted the
singing! Lozinsky returned to the stage with a bold interpretation of the
Argentinian Tango. Both of her songs about Gypsy music showcased her
theatrical stage presence. She continued her well rounded program with all-
time favourites “Oyn Veg Shtayt a Boim” and “Margaritkelech”. The
evening ended on a lively note with an energetic version of “Le’chaim”.

Monday, June 27th, marked the final concert of the Festival. ”A Tribute to
the Barry Sisters” was a ‘high energy’ evening and featured musical artists
Shayla Fink and Debbie Maslowsky. This show was last performed at
Mameloshen in 2010. Judging by the reception from the audience, six years
was too long to wait for this exceptional encore performance.Following a

joke from our affable MC Posen, a short black and white film with visuals
of Claire and Merna Barry (formerly Clara and Minnie Bagelman) in per-
formance was shown. As the band members took their places on stage, our
‘Barry Sisters’ came from the back of the hall with a rousing “Heveinu
Shalom Aleichem”. Each ‘sister’ wore a full length blue sequined gown
with over the elbow white gloves and long shimmering earrings. The real
Barry sisters always looked glamorous. Heck, even the guys in the band
wore black shirts and pants and glittery red bow ties! This added to the nos-
talgia of the evening. All of the music arrangements for this performance
were of the jazz swing style for which the Barry Sisters were known. “Tsu
Shpet” and “Sheyne Vie Di Livone” were sung early in the program. Fink
and Maslowsky harmonized well together. What would a Barry Sisters con-
cert be without “Aishes Chayil” and “Tumbalalaika”? The audience readi-
ly joined in.

The Barry Sisters originally started their careers in radio. After a perky
presentation of an old Manishewitz commercial, Maslowsky fittingly paid
tribute to our own Noah Witman. He was well known for his long standing
radio and television programs and his promotion of Yiddish. A no holds
barred “Cabaret” in Yiddish followed by “Beltz” were showstoppers. Hits
such as “Oh Che Chornia” in Russian and English, “Bei Mir Bistu
Shayne”, “Abi Gezunt” and an Israeli medley rounded out the concert.

The band members, with Ron Krug on piano, Kinzey Posen on bass, Rob
Siwik on drums and Brian Klowak on woodwinds were in full swing. All
in all, Fink and Maslowsky were an energetic duo. They harmonized and
blended well together. The choreography complemented the music and the
flow from one number to the next went smoothly. Even the encore was not
enough for the audience! What a ‘freylech’ evening!

Yashar koach to Laurie Mainster and Kinzey Posen, the driving forces
behind this year’s Mameloshen Festival. Special thanks to the I.L.Peretz
Folk School Endowment Trust and to the Rady JCC for their continuous
support along the many sponsors and volunteers. This was a great opportu-
nity to celebrate the richness of our Yiddish language and culture.

Songstress Vira Lozinski, accompanied by pianist Ron Paley, charmed
the audience during the second Mameloshen concert on June 15th.

Sharon Love with that master of all trades - musician, MC, Yiddishist
- and now the program director for the Rady JCC - Kinzey Posen, at
a planning meeting for this year’s  Mameloshen. Although he was not
feeling well during this year’s Mameloshen, the indomitable Laurie
Mainster still played a vital role again, as he has every year since he
first came up with the idea for Mameloshen nine years ago.
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Community newsPresident’s Message
May and June at Temple Shalom were a deeply spiritual and reward-

ing time, as well as celebratory.  At the end of May we were visited by
Rabbi Larry Hoffman, a leading scholar of the Reform movement. He
spoke to us at our Friday night service with an introduction to his pre-
sentation on Saturday, when he gave us his unique insights into
‘authentic Jewish spirituality’.  Those of us who were at the lecture
were taken on a wonderful journey through the Torah and its many
applications to present day, with a focus on what Judaism offers for
people seeking meaning in their lives. 

In June we had our final visit with Rabbi Soria, a bittersweet time
filled with the memorable words she gave us on Shabbat, and her
excellent panel presentation on Saturday night when we celebrated the
community Shavuot services at our Temple. There were many joint
planning meetings with Adas Yeshurun Herzlia, Eitz Chaim, Shaarey
Zedek and the Jewish Federation for Shavuot; and on the day of the
event we had a fabulous crew of staff and volunteers managing every-
thing seamlessly. Thank you so much to the committee, staff and vol-
unteers for providing once again that welcoming and wonderful atmos-
phere that is such an important part of who we are.

And finally we held a farewell tea for Rabbi Karen Soria the follow-
ing day. She will long be remembered for her kind, caring, scholarly
and thoughtful contributions to our Temple over the past eight years.

Summer Services

Fri. July 1 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Mary Ann Osinski 

Fri. July 8 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Elliott & Elaine Saunders

Fri. July 15 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Marc Schaeffer & 
Ruth Livingston

Fri. July 22 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Linda Freed

Fri. July 29 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Sherman Lang 

Fri. Aug 5 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by TBA

Fri. Aug 12 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Myriam Saitman

Fri. Aug 19 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Judith Huebner

Fri. Aug 26 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by TBA

Yoga Shalom continues every Saturday at 12noon with the exception
of July 9.
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Update on Jonas Chernick’s “Borealis”
A while back we ran a series of stories

about Jonas Chernick’s latest film, a made-
in-Manitoba movie called “Borealis”. I
emailed Jonas, asking him how “Borealis”
had done at the box office?

Here’s what Jonas had to say in answer:
“Borealis” did very, very well in its release.
Yes, we were extended for three weeks at
Grant Park and the box office numbers
there were incredible. We also had an
extension of FIVE weeks in Toronto cine-
mas, and then opened in London Ontario,
Guelph, Calgary, Saskatoon, Vancouver,
Ottawa, and Edmonton, with Victoria and
Regina coming up in the next couple of
weeks, and we’re the Opening Night Film at the Gimli Film Festival next
month too. We were also invited to be the Opening Night Film at the
Brooklyn Film Festival earlier this month, which was our US premiere,
and it was an amazing experience. And we also just screened as part of
the Shanghai International Film Festival, which is a very highly regard-
ed festival internationally. The movie is now available on iTunes and
VOD in Canada, with our US release slated for later this summer. So, yes,
it’s done quite well, and I’m very proud. 

I asked Jonas whether it can be seen on either of our local cable carri-
ers here. Here is what he said: “BOREALIS is on Pay Per View right
now, though only Shaw and Bell (not Rogers).

“It will show up on Movie Central likely later this year.”

Harris Gulko did, for less than
$400. 

When it comes to launching the
book, it gets even better. Here’s what

John Toews wrote to me about the cost of holding a book launch at
McNally’s: “There’s not a great deal of cost involved in a book launch,
so self publishing through us does not affect the cost.

“The only base charge associated with an event is a $50 promotional
fee to cover the costs of materials and design (for posters, displays, etc).
As we are working with the author as publisher, that cost is co-op’d or
split 50/50, leaving the only cost as $25.”

Finally, there is the matter of royalties. According to McNally’s web-
site, when you use what they refer to as their “Espresso Book Machine
consignment program, we’ll place your book on our shelves making it
available to purchase in our store and here on our website. You set the
price. Whenever a copy of your book sells, we split the earnings: a small
percentage to us, the majority of the profits to you. Then we print anoth-
er copy of your book and put it back on the shelf!”

Sounds pretty good, wouldn’t you say? My only qualm with what
McNally’s has to offer is it doesn’t include any editing services. While
it’s fun to consider writing a book, then launching it, I have to say that,
after having read more than my fair share of self-published books in
recent years, I wish that some of those books would have been given to
an editor to edit beforehand. 

Hey, as someone who’s prone to egregious typographical errors – espe-
cially when it comes to writing headlines, never mind mistakes in syntax
or grammar, I know how much it would help to have one or more indi-
viduals apply a critical blue pencil to what one’s written. 

Still, if you fancy yourself an author in the making, go ahead and take
the plunge. And, for what it’s worth, if you’d like some publicity in this
paper, either before or after you launch your book, by all means, please
contact me. I consider it part of this paper’s mandate to help promote
local artists, be they writers or purveyors of a different form of artistic
expression.

Local writers
Continued from page 3.

Adam Schwartz also made it to the top of the best seller-list at
McNally Robinson’s following the launch of his own book.



By BERNIE BELLAN
The heyday of Jewish fraternities in

Winnipeg would have been sometime
in the early 1960s when there were
three thriving fraternities here: The
“Zebes” (Zeta Beta Tau); the
“Sammies” (Sigma Alpha Mu); and
AEPi (Alpaha Epsilon Pi, pronounced
A-pie).

(By the way, there is some signifi-
cance to the Greek letters used in fra-
ternity names, but for the sake of
brevity, we’ll not delve into a thesis on
that subject here.)

The origins of AEPi at the
University of Manitoba actually go
back to 1937, when a group of Jewish
students formed a fraternity known as
Sigma Phi. In 1948 Sigma Phi joined
AEPi, which became the largest
Jewish fraternity in the world.

As much as Jewish fraternities
played a dominant role in campus life
at the University of Manitoba during the 1950s and 60s, they all ceased to
exist here for approximately 50 years.

According to Marvin Garfinkel, who was an active member of AEPi in
the 60s, the probable primary reason was that almost all the Jewish students
here actually lived in Winnipeg. At other universities where students came
from out of town Jewish fraternities provided a sort of “home away from
home” for many of those students. AEPi never had a frat house of its own,
said Garfinkel, unlike most fraternities elsewhere.

Apparently, however, according to Earl Barish, who was also a member
of AEPi, there is a small cadre of Jewish students who have been attempt-
ing to revive that fraternity.

In any event, the former members of AEPi are going to have a chance to
reacquaint themselves one with the other the weekend of August 6-7 at a
reunion of past members of that fraternity. The genesis for the idea of hold-
ing the reunion came from a small group of former members of AEPi who
still live in Winnipeg, including: Earl Barish, Frank Goldberg, Walter
Kane, Jerry Moscovitch, David Novikoff, Norm Roseman, Marvin
Samphir and Merrill Shulman.

According to an email that was sent to all known members of the frater-
nity, the reunion will be “a unique, wonderful opportunity for all of us who
experienced AEPi Fraternity in the early 1960’s to get together more than
50 years later (amazing!). We will reminisce about our lives, various situa-
tions, friendships and other people who were part of our formative years at
University.

The weekend has been planned as a simple, very casual but meaningful
set of events.”

Of the 60 former
members of AEPi
who belonged to
that fraternity in
the 1960s, emails
were sent to the 21
individuals still
living in Winnipeg
and the 23 who
are known to be
living outside of
Winnipeg. (Ten
members have
passed on, while
the whereabouts
of six others were
unknown to the
committee mem-
bers.)

In a separate
email sent to for-
mer AEPi mem-
bers Merrill
Shulman wrote,
“It’s only been 54
years. Most of us
are still around, in
one part of the
world or another.

Some of us, like me, still live in
Winnipeg. You won’t be surprised
to hear that many of us who live
here may not have seen each other
more frequently than those of you
far far away. I’m really looking for-
ward to seeing and reminiscing
with as many of you as possible at
our reunion on Aug. 6-7.”

Included in the upcoming reunion
will be two dinner evenings, with
the first being a Saturday evening
get-together at the Sals on Leila in
Garden City. According to the form
sent out to past AEPi members, the
“planned program is ‘total and
complete schmoozing’ ”.

The next night will feature a din-
ner at the Keg on Garry.

Optional events for attendees
will be a Friday, August 5 visit to
two Folklorama pavilions -
Shalom Square and the Greek

Pavilion on Grant;
and a Sunday, August
7 visit to the Canadian
Museum for Human
Rights.

According to Earl
Barish, the program
was deliberately not
jam packed with
events in order to
allow attendees to
relax and socialize
with one another - if
they so wished.

I note that in a
Wikipedia article
about fraternities, the
following observation
is made: “Fraternity
members are ‘much
more likely to abuse
alcohol and drugs
than their non-Greek
affiliated peers. One
Harvard University
study found that “4
out of 5 fraternity and
sorority members are
binge drinkers. In
comparison, other
research suggests 2
out of 5 college stu-
dents overall are regu-
lar binge drinkers.” I
wonder, can one binge
on anything at a Sals
other than nips or
donuts?
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Alpha Epsilon Pi reunion to take place here weekend of August 6-7

Front row, left to right: Ed Smith, Norman Bell, Mark Doctoroff, Jerry Hershfield,
Gary Polonsky, Bill Moss, Brian Weinerman, Morley Goldberg, Laurie Rubin. Second
row: Marvin Samphir, Marvin Glass, David Novicoff, Neil Kay, Fred Shane, Earl
Barish, Simon Rabkin, Louis Rodkin, Arthur Muscovitch, Bernie Rasch. Third row:
Walter Kane, Eric Mendelsohn, Ken Goldstein, Mel Craven, Saul Freitag, Ron Rubin,
Gerry Bleet, Berry Bermack, Merrill Shulman, Don Gussin, Philip Kahanovitch.
Fourth row: Murray Hyman, Ken Karasick, Marvin Garfinkel, Ian Okell, Eric
Ostfield, Neil Stitz, Jerry Moskovitch, Saul Romalis, Sheldon Aronovitch, Sherman
Greenberg, Earl Palansky.

Brother Marvin Garfinkel received the best pledge award
at the Twenty-fifth Recognition Banquet. Brother
Garfinkel, a graduate of St. John’s High School, now in
second year Arts pledged A. E. Pi in the fall of 1961.
Maish, one of the acknowledged ring-leaders in most of
the pledge capers was also on the pledge executive and
participated in all fraternity activities. He has worked hard
for the fraternity, believing in and working for its aims and
ideals. Marvin’s interest and enthusiasm in fraternity were
said to be excellent by his pledge father and since his ini-
tiation Brother Garfinkel has continued to exhibit the
enthusiasm, interest, and desire to work that resulted in his
becoming the best pledge of Sigma Phi for 1961-1962.
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

SAM STEEL
It is with great sadness

that we announce the
passing of Sam Steel in
Toronto, Ontario on June
23, 2016 at the age of 70
from a sudden heart at-
tack.  He is survived by
his son Morrison;
Morrison’s mother
Shoshanah; sister Freda
Steel and brother-in-law
David Gisser; nephew
Jason Gisser and niece

Meira Gisser.  He is predeceased by his parents, Morris
and Sonia Steel.

Sam was born on June 14, 1946 in Bitom, Poland, as
his parents made their way from Poland to a displaced
persons camp in Linz, Austria following their survival
of the horrors of the Holocaust.  Sam and his parents
then immigrated to Canada in 1948 where they joined
Morris’ brother Sam and his family.  The family settled
on a farm in Stonewall, Manitoba and moved into
Winnipeg shortly thereafter.

Sam graduated from the University of Manitoba in
1967 and obtained his Bachelor of Laws from the
university’s faculty of law in 1970. After practising
law in Winnipeg, Sam moved to Montreal in 1973
where he began working for Sun Life Financial in its
legal department.  He then moved to Toronto in 1981
where he continued working for Sun Life, and re-
mained there as Associate General Counsel until his
passing. Sam became a very well-regarded corporate
lawyer as a result of his sharp intellect, strong work
ethic, and commitment to the legal profession.

Sam built a life in Toronto. He married Shoshanah in
1989 and in 1990 they welcomed their son, Morrison,
named for Sam’s late parents.  Anyone who knew Sam
knew that Morrison was his pride and joy.

Sam was a man of strong moral character, with a deep
commitment to his Jewish faith and to the State of
Israel.  Family was of utmost importance to him. He
also valued the preservation of his family history,
frequently sharing stories from the family’s time in
Poland and the early days in Canada.

Sam worked tirelessly to make better the lives of
those around him, and lived for pushing those he loved
to realize their greatest potential. All who knew him,
especially his family, are better for having known him
and for being recipients of his love, influence, guid-
ance, and generosity.

Funeral services were held on Monday, June 27,
2016 at Shaarey Zedek Synagogue (561 Wellington
Crescent) with interment at Shaarey Zedek Cemetery.

The family requests that in lieu of flowers, donations
can be made in Sam’s memory to Canadian Magen
David Adom for Israel, either online at www.cmdai.org
or through the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba via the
Winnipeg CMDA Fund.

RUTH SLAYEN
Peacefully, and with

family by her side, Ruth
Slayen (née Boal) passed
away on May 19, 2016.
She was predeceased by
her parents, Charles and
Bessie Boal; her sister,
Bea Fisher; her daughter,
Heather Slayen; and her
beloved husband,
Hookey Slayen. She is

survived by her children, Reesa Braun (Martin Braun),
Sharon Kaplan, and Stuart Slayen (Shira Cohen); her
grandchildren, Adam Braun (Rachel Levy), Alyssa
Braun, Blair Kaplan (Shayne Venables), Alana Kaplan,
Cari Slayen, and Noah Slayen; her brother and sister-
in-law, Ben and Pamela Boal; her sister-in-law, Rose
Slayen; and nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.

Ruth was born on December 30, 1924, in Winnipeg.
She was raised on Selkirk Avenue and attended King
Edward and Isaac Newton Schools, and later earned a
diploma in stenography from Success Business Col-
lege.

In May 1948, she married Hookey Slayen. They first
lived in Hookey’s family home on Morley Avenue,
then moved to Manitoba Avenue, and then Enniskillen
Avenue. Ruth took great pride in the fact that she was
one of the last original residents on her street, living
independently until the age of 87 before moving into
assisted living.

Ruth managed the household while Hookey worked
as a co-owner and owner in the produce business. She
was a great support to him as he developed his busi-
nesses. As a couple, they lived modestly, but enjoyed
travel to California, Salt Lake City, and New York to
visit family, as well as trips to Las Vegas. Ruth was
devastated when Hookey died in 1986, but as a woman
of great strength and character, she continued to find
purpose in life.

As a mom, she was nurturing and supportive, never
openly questioning her children’s decisions and never
imposing her will. Her love was unconditional, and her
help unceasing. When Heather, her oldest child, died in
2006, Ruth was again shattered, but again got up,
dusted herself off, and carried on.

For Ruth, community service was an essential part of
life. She was very active with B’nai Brith Women/
Jewish Women International (now operating as Act to
End Violence Against Women); she was a leader in the
Sisterhood of Beth Israel Synagogue; and for nearly 30
years, she was a volunteer at the Seven Oaks Hospital
Gift Shop. She knitted tuques for the homeless, lap
blankets for cancer patients, and helped out with bingo
at the Luther Home. She didn’t preach about the
importance of volunteerism, she simply volunteered –
and loved it.

Where she found her greatest joy, however, was as a
grandmother. For Baba Ruthie, there was nothing
better than spending time with her six grandchildren.
There were trips to Garden City Shopping Centre to
buy treats and toys, and plenty of time around the
dinner table where Baba would serve some of her
special dishes. One of Baba’s greatest joys in her final
months was knowing that her oldest grandchild, Adam,
had become engaged to Rachel.

Ruth’s funeral was held on May 22 at Congregation
Etz Chayim and was officiated by Rabbi Larry Lander
and Cantor Tracy Kasner Greaves. Pallbearers were
Adam Braun, Alyssa Braun, Blair Kaplan, Alana
Kaplan, Cari Slayen, Noah Slayen, Danny Gunn, Evan
Roitenberg, and Sheldon Zipursky.

Ruth’s family expresses its gratitude to the frontline
personnel at Victoria General Hospital for their tender
care, and to the Hospital Home Team for making it
possible for Ruth to live on her own for as long as
possible.

Those wishing to honour Ruth’s memory are invited
to make a donation to the Ruth and Hookey Slayen
Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, or to any
charity of your choice.

Ruth Slayen was funny, bright, grateful, generous,
and, in her own words, “a tough cookie.” When she
wanted to end a conversation, she often liked to say:
“I’m gonna love ya and leave ya.” She absolutely loved
us – and we loved her – but she will never leave us.

MIRIAM (MICKEY) MARGULIUS
It is with great sadness

that the family of Miriam
(Mickey) Margulius an-
nounce her passing on
June 18, 2016 at the age
of 88 years. Mickey was
born in Winnipeg, Mani-
toba, the daughter of Joe
and Rose Shore. She be-
gan her life living over

her parents’ grocery store on McAllman Avenue in
East Kildonan. Eventually, she moved to the north end,
where she attended St Johns High School. Following
high school she was employed by Weidman Bros,
where she was introduced to Joseph Margulius, who
instantly became the love of her life. They were mar-
ried soon after, and raised three children: Eileen, Teddy
and Alan on McAdam Ave. If our mother was consid-
ered a homemaker, then indeed, she created a beautiful,
loving home that reflected her warmth and kindness.

Her immense love and devotion to family was re-
vered by all her knew her. She attended to Joe’s every
need when he fell ill too early in life.

Mom was predeceased by her parents, devoted hus-
band Joe, beloved son Teddy, brother Ben Shore, and
sister Helen Meltzer. She is survived by her loving
children, Eileen Curtis and Alan (Corinne) Margulius,
and will be deeply missed by her grandchildren: Jennifer
(Deon), Jeff, Chad, Ali, Jordan, and her great-grand-
daughters, Sophie, Abby, and Emily.

Mickey was the backbone of her family. She was an
extremely proud mother and Bubbie whose greatest
pleasure in life was being surrounded by her children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

A graveside service was held at Shaarey Zedek
Cemetery on June 20th where she was accompanied to
her final resting place by her grandsons, Jeff Curtis,
Chad Margulius, and Jordan Margulius; and family
and friends, Fred Curtis, Rick Nordick and Michael
Pinx. Honorary pallbearer was grandson-in-law Deon
Lane.

Our family wishes to thank the staff at Seven Oaks
Hospital for the loving care provided during Mom’s
stay in hospital.

Donations in Mickey’s memory may be made to the
Heart and Stroke Foundation.

JACK DAVID LICHTMAN
Nine months after re-

ceiving the devastating
diagnosis of lung cancer
Jack passed away on
Monday, May 30th at the
age of 69. He is survived
by his loving family: wife
of 46 years Judy, daugh-
ter Ronna (Harry
Walker), son Jason, sis-
ter Tobi Osman, sisters-
in-law Shelley Lichtman,
and Marsha Wenger
(Sonny); brothers-in-law
Lewis Finkle and Gerald
Finkle, nieces, nephews

and many cousins.
Jack was predeceased by his parents Szulim (Sam)

and Sarah, brother Edward and in-laws George and
Esther Finkle.

Jack was born in Salzburg, Austria and came to
Canada in 1948 at the age of 2 years. He graduated from
Talmud Torah (1963), St. John’s High School (1964)
and the University of Manitoba (1968) with a Bachelor
of Arts degree. Jack worked at Canada Revenue Agency
for 35 years as Auditor, Case Manager and Supervisor,
prior to retiring in 2007.

Most recently Jack had become a passionate golfer
and was a member of the Manitoba Seniors’ Golf
Association. He volunteered at the Winnipeg Fringe
Festival, and belonged to Yachad Couples group of
Winnipeg B’nai Brith. In his younger years he was a
member of the Hebrew Fraternal Lodge. Retirement
allowed for trips to Israel, Greece, Italy, Portugal, New
Zealand, Morocco, Ireland as well as, many other
European and American destinations.

Jack was a loving son, brother, husband, and father.
For him, family came first!

Funeral services were held June 1st at Etz Chayim
Synagogue followed by burial at B’nai Abraham Cem-
etery with Rabbi L. Lander officiating. If you wish, a
donation may be made in Jack’s memory to a charity of
your choice.

Jack left us much too early and will be greatly
missed.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JULY 6

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JULY 13

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit14th Yahrzeit14th Yahrzeit14th Yahrzeit14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

EDWARD
COWAN

October 24, 1942 -
June 11, 2002

First day of Tamuz, 5762

With each passing day
You are always in our hearts
Gone too soon
But never forgotten

— Sadly missed by his wife,
children and grandchildren. In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL DAVID
DREMAN
who passed away

June 22, 1974
3 Days in Tammuz

Your memory is your keepsake
From which we'll never part.
God has you in His keeping,
We have you in our heart.
—His loving children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and sister-in-
law.In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

40th Yahrzeit40th Yahrzeit40th Yahrzeit40th Yahrzeit40th Yahrzeit 9th Yahrzeit9th Yahrzeit9th Yahrzeit9th Yahrzeit9th Yahrzeit

ROWENA
GREEN

who passed away
July 11, 1976

13th Day in Tammuz

IRWIN
GREEN

who passed away
June 22, 20007

6th Day in Tammuz
—Forever in our hearts and thoughts, loved and so very missed
by your children Barry, Sharon, Marsha and Alan granddaughters
Ronit, Kari, Shira and Hadara.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of
ERNEST (CHAIM)

KERN
who passed away

June 20, 2007
4 days in Tammuz

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of

RUSSEL
KOWALL
who passed away

June 18, 1996
1st day in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit20th Yahrzeit20th Yahrzeit20th Yahrzeit20th Yahrzeit

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit7th Yahrzeit7th Yahrzeit7th Yahrzeit7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ARI LIPSON
who passed away

June 25, 2009
3rd day of Tammuz

To remember you is easy,
We do it every day,
It‘s just the pain of losing you,
That never goes away.
— Your loving wife, children,
grandson, mother, sister and
brother-in-law, and extended
family.

In loving memory of
our dear father, grandfather

and great-grandfather

DAVID B.
MARGOLESE

who passed away
July 10, 1986

3 Days in Tammuz
—Sadly missed, never
forgotten by  children Phyllis,
Martin, Joel, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
30th Yahrzeit30th Yahrzeit30th Yahrzeit30th Yahrzeit30th Yahrzeit

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL
MEDOFF
who passed away

June 27, 1979
2 Days in Tammuz

—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by all of his family
and friends.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit4th Yahrzeit4th Yahrzeit4th Yahrzeit4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

VICKY REISS
who passed away

June 22, 2012
2 days in Tammuz

— Always remembered by her
husband Harry, children and
grandchildren.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
28th Yahrzeit28th Yahrzeit28th Yahrzeit28th Yahrzeit28th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MEYER L.
RUDELIER
who passed away

June 17, 1988
2nd day in Tammuz

—Lovingly remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
IRENE VERIN

who passed away
June 28, 1987

1st day in Tammuz

WALTER VERIN
who passed away

July 19, 1995
21 days in Tammuz

In loving memory of

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit14th Yahrzeit14th Yahrzeit14th Yahrzeit14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HERSCH
ZENTNER
who passed away

June 11, 2002
2nd Day of Tamuz

“And when my journey takes
me to the end of  the road of life,
Beyond time's hidden bend,
I hope my fellow travelers
can say with truthful hearts
– a good man passed this way”
—Forever loved and
remembered by your wife
Lillian, daughters Pam and
Ali, son-in-law Jason,
grandson Jonah, relatives
and friends.

Deadline for the
July 20
 issue of

The Jewish Post
& News
is noon

Thursday,
July 14

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit5th Yahrzeit5th Yahrzeit5th Yahrzeit5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MICHELLE
MOYER

who passed away
July 14, 2011

12 Days in Tammuz
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Andrew, children Ashleigh
and Dayne, mother Pearl,
sisters Brenda and Cindy,
nieces and nephews, family
and friends.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

MILLY
GREENFIELD

who passed away
July 11, 1984

11 Days in Tammuz 5744
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

32nd Yahrzeit32nd Yahrzeit32nd Yahrzeit32nd Yahrzeit32nd Yahrzeit

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit13th Yahrzeit13th Yahrzeit13th Yahrzeit13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM STERN
who passed away

July 2, 2003
2 Days in Tamuz

— Your courage, compassion
and humor will lovingly
always be remembered by your
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchild.
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In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

ZENA KATZ
who passed away

July 17, 1986
10 days in Tamuz

CHAIM KATZ
who passed away
August 4, 1989
4 Days in Av

- Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of our dearly beloved parents and grandparents

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAXWELL
(MAX) NELKO

who passed away
July 3rd, 2006

8 Days in Tammuz
To live in the hearts
Of ones we loved
Is not to die
—  Forever loved and missed
by his wife, children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and brother
and sisters.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit18th Yahrzeit18th Yahrzeit18th Yahrzeit18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BUTCH MATHEW
BERNARD

NEPON
who passed away
June 27th, 1998

13 Tammuz
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by Sid and Esther,
Adeena and Tom, Danny and
Anna, Ahava and Frank and
Jonathan and Marni, Leo
Jerry Nathan, Sophie and Lily.

In loving memory of

MORRIS
NUDLER

who passed away
July 2, 2004

13 Days in Tammuz
— Lovingly remembered
and always greatly missed by
his wife Pauline, children and
grandchildren.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

BEN STONE
who passed away

July 13, 2003
13 Days in Tammuz

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

MARY STONE
who passed away
August 20, 2008
19 Days in Av

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
42nd Yahrzeit42nd Yahrzeit42nd Yahrzeit42nd Yahrzeit42nd Yahrzeit

In cherished memory of our
father, zaide & great-zaide

MENDEL
MENACHEM

SZTERNFELD
who passed away

June 28, 1974
8 days in Tamuz

Your warm, gentle, good
nature, sense of  humor, wisdom
and unconditional love will
always be remembered.
— Lovingly, Hilda and Lenny,
Debbie and Jack, Penny,
Mandy, Marissa and Rob,
Hailey, Caleb, Zane and Rubie

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

mother and grandmother

MARY STEIN
who passed away

July 10, 1992
9 Days in Tammuz

Loving memories will never die.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter and
grandchildren.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
In loving memory of

JOEL ALEX
MINUK

who passed away
July 3, 1990

10 Days in Tammuz
Forever missing you.
— Love Mom & Dad, Amanda
and Alex.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit22nd Yahrzeit22nd Yahrzeit22nd Yahrzeit22nd Yahrzeit

A kind, generous, good
human being, our wonderful

SAUL SIMKIN
who passed away

June 21, 1994
12 Days in Tammuz

We miss you so much our
fabulous father.
- Your daughters Jacqueline
& Diane, son-in-law Steven
and grand-daughters Sara and
Nikki.

In loving memory of

ALICE KAPLAN
who passed away

July 5, 2001
14 days in Tammuz

Always in our thoughts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving
daughters, son-in-law and
granddaughters.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

News briefs 
Matchmaking Jewish father postpones
interviews of prospective brides for son

(JTA) – The Jewish father who took out a full-
page ad in an Idaho newspaper seeking a wife
for his 48-year-old son has postponed the inter-
views with prospective brides he scheduled at an
Idaho resort. 

Arthur Brooks, 78, of Beverly Hills,
California, decided to delay his interviews of
potential wives for his son, Baron, at the Coeur
d’Alene Resort over the weekend after the resort
“got a little scared about people losing their pri-
vacy,” People magazine reported Sunday. 

“I’ve decided now to let a few weeks go by,
then we’ll reschedule,” Brooks told People. 

The Spokesman-Review newspaper reported
Sunday that at least a dozen women, only one
local, responded to the ad. The story has been
picked up by media outlets throughout the
United States and internationally. 

Brooks reportedly was surprised by the
amount of attention his ad generated. 

“I thought I might get a couple of women to
respond, then I’d quietly set up a few interviews
and that would be that,” he told People. “I want
my son to be happy and I thought I was doing a
good thing. But it took off in an entirely differ-
ent direction.” 

Last week, Brooks without the permission of
knowledge of his son, Baron, took out the ad
titled “Looking for a Wife” in the Coeur d’Alene
Press, a newspaper in northern Idaho. 

Baron Brooks, a broker in the health food
trade, told the Spokesman-Review newspaper in
Spokane, Washington, he was shocked and infu-
riated to learn of the ad. 

Father and son met at the Salt Lake City
International Airport on Saturday evening,
where Baron Brooks gave his father a scolding –
then wrapped him in a warm hug, according to
People. 

“I’d hoped to be married by now and have
children, but it’s very challenging in Salt Lake
City for a Jewish guy,” Baron Brooks told
People. “Most of the women I meet are in their
40s and are done having kids. I came close to
getting married a couple of times, but it didn’t
work out. So I think my dad felt there was an
urgency to make something happen.” 

Baron Brooks has agreed to be present for the
interviews, which will be held in his hometown
of Salt Lake City, when they do happen. 

“He’s going to do it anyway,” the younger
Brooks said, according to People, “and I don’t

want to hurt anybody’s feelings. So if any of these women are truly willing
to meet me and they’re not just crazy people out for a free trip, I want to do
the honorable thing. And if it happens to lead to something, well, great.”

Religion-related terrorism and harassment of
Jews increasing worldwide, Pew study finds

(JTA) – The harassment of Jews worldwide continued to increase in 2014
even as government restrictions on religion and social hostilities involving
religion decreased modestly, according to a new study. 

The Pew Research Center’s annual study of 198 countries released June
23 also found an increase in religion-related terrorism, with 82 of the near-
ly 200 countries studied experiencing religion-related terrorist activities in
2014 – the most recent year studied. In 60 countries, the terrorist activities
led to injuries or deaths. Casualties from religion-related terrorist activities
have been rising in recent years, the study reported. 

The study did not address the religion with which the majority of the per-
petrators of religion-related terrorism identified. However, all the examples
cited were of acts perpetrated by Islamist groups and Muslim individuals. 

More than half, or 58 percent, of the incidents of anti-religious hate
crimes in the U.S. in 2014 were motivated, in whole or in part, by anti-
Jewish bias, the study reported, citing FBI statistics. Sixteen percent of
such hate crimes were motivated by anti-Muslim bias. 

The study found a “notable increase in the number of countries in which
Jews and Hindus were harassed.” While Jews make up just 0.2 percent of
the world’s population, they were harassed in 81 countries, up from 77 in
2013. 

While some religious groups are more likely to be harassed by govern-
ments, the study found that Jews are more likely to be harassed by individ-
uals or groups. In 31 countries did governments restrict Jews, while indi-
viduals or groups harassed Jews in 80 countries. 
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(JNS.org) Holocaust survivor, author and
Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Elie Wiesel has died
at the age of 87.

Wiesel, who won the Nobel Peace Prize in
1986, is known for writing the book "Night," in
which he told the story of his family's experience
during the Holocaust. The book became the first
work in a trilogy along with the books “Dawn”
and “Day.” Wiesel also wrote more than 40 other
works of nonfiction and fiction.

"Maybe there are no words for what happened.
Maybe somehow, the Germans ... the cruel killers
have succeeded at least in one way, at least that it deprived us, the victims,
of finding the proper language of saying what they had done to us, because
there are no words for it," he is known to have said.

The Romanian-born Wiesel, who was 15 when he was sent to the
Auschwitz concentration camp in 1944, was also known for working to
discover the location of Nazi war criminals in the years since World War
II. He also worked as a journalist for various publications, including by
covering the trial of Adolf Eichmann in 1961. He campaigned for the
immigration of Soviet and Ethiopian Jewry to Israel, and criticized the
administration of U.S. President Barack Obama for pressing Israel to halt
construction in Judea and Samaria.

Aside from the issue of the Holocaust, Wiesel also served on the
International Council of the Human Rights Foundation, campaigning
against apartheid in South Africa, the 1990s genocide in Yugoslavia and
other human rights violations around the world.

Wiesel "gave expression through his exceptional personality, and fasci-
nating books about the victory of the human spirit over cruelty and evil. In
the darkness of the Holocaust in which our brothers and sisters -- six mil-
lion -- were murdered, Elie Wiesel was a ray of light and greatness of
humanity who believed in the good in man," said Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.

"I was privileged to know Elie and to learn so much from him," he said.
World Jewish Congress President Ronald Lauder said in a statement on

Wiesel's death that he "was more than a revered writer. He was also a
teacher for many of us. He taught us about the horrors of Auschwitz. He
taught us about Judaism, about Israel, and about not being silent in the
face of injustice."

"Instead of giving in to despair, the face of evil and cruelty that at the
time was the darkest of humanity, he carried all the way through the mes-
sage of tolerance and peace for all peoples of the world," said Jerusalem
Mayor Nir Barkat, who gave Wiesel the medal of Honorary Citizen of
Jerusalem earlier this year, NBC News reported.

Wiesel is survived by his wife, son, stepdaughter and two grandchildren.

Holocaust survivor and Nobel
Laureate Elie Wiesel dead at 87 

British university to pay Jewish student 
over anti-Semitic harassment

(JTA) – A Jewish law student in Britain subjected to anti-Semitic abuse
will receive about $1,300 from York University along with a public apolo-
gy from its student union. 

The payment to Zachary Confino is reported to be the first of its kind for
a British university. The apology reportedly will be published online. 

The settlement was reached after the intervention of the university’s min-
ister, Jo Johnson, who is the brother of former London mayor Boris
Johnson. 

Confino said he was subjected to the abuse from fellow students for over
two years and the university did not intervene to help. He said he suffered
from about 20 such incidents during each of his second and third years of
law school. 

The stress from the incidents ruined his experience at the university,
Confino told the British media, and prevented him from achieving a degree
with top honors, which he narrowly missed. 

Among the reported anti-Semitic abuses, Confino was called a “Jewish
prick” and an “Israeli twat,” and was told that Hitler was “on to some-
thing,” The Guardian reported. 

Confino had opposed a student union motion to boycott Israeli goods and
leafleted against a staging at the university of the anti-Israel play “Seven
Jewish Children,” dealing with Israeli rocket strikes on Gaza, by the
Palestinian Solidarity Society. 

“The University is committed to preserving the right to freedom of
expression while also combating anti-Semitism, Islamophobia and any
other form of race hate. We welcome students from all backgrounds, faiths
and nationalities in our diverse community,” a spokesperson for the uni-
versity said in a statement. 

London’s Muslim mayor calls 
for rooting out anti-Semitism

(JTA) – Sadiq Khan, the first Muslim mayor of London, called for the
rooting out of anti-Semitism in his city and in his Labour Party. 

In an op-ed Monday in The Jerusalem Post, Khan said he wants “to send
a message around the world by being the London mayor of Islamic faith
who does more to protect Jewish Londoners from anti-Semitism than any
mayor in this city’s history.” 

Khan, who was elected May 5, also is the first Muslim to lead a European
capital city. 

Noting that he has signed the American Jewish Committee’s Mayors
United Against Anti-Semitism pledge, Khan called the recent rise in anti-
Semitism “alarming” and said, “We need to send the message far and wide
that anti-Semitism is totally unacceptable and can never be justified.” 

“We must work together to root out anti-Semitism wherever we find it –
and, yes – that includes within the Labour Party,” he added. 

In explaining his commitment to fighting anti-Semitism, Khan said: “As
a British Muslim, I am no stranger to prejudice. I know what it’s like to be
discriminated against just because of your background or religion.” 



By BERNIE BELLAN

Rome was not built in a day – and neither was
the brand new David and Ruth Asper Early
Learning Centre! Scheduled to begin operations
July 13, the day care centre will occupy what
was formerly a fire hall at 1710 Grosvenor
Avenue (between Renfrew and Lanark Streets).
The twists and turns that followed the building
of this gorgeous facility are dizzying. 

Plans for a new day care to complement the
Kaufman Child Care Centre, operated by the
Rady JCC at the Asper Campus, were actually
announced in 2011 – before any of the children
who will be attending the new facility on
Grosvenor were even born! Back then the
Government of Manitoba had promised that it
would provide a $325,000 grant for construction
of the new daycare provided “shovels in the
ground” were in place by the winter of 2012.

For a time it looked like the new day care
would be located in the Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun
Synagogue (now known as the Adas Yeshurun-
Herzlia Synagogue). Those plans, however, fell
apart in July 2013. Then, in an unexpected turn
of events the Rady JCC was able to acquire the
fire hall on Grosvenor after the individual whose
bid to purchase the fire hall had been accepted
by City Council withdrew his offer in favour of
the Rady JCC  in February 2014.

From that point on plans fell quickly into place and the renova-
tion of the fire hall to convert it into a day care began in the fall of
2015. Designed by Architecture49  and built by Westland
Construction, the $1.4 million David and Ruth Asper Early
Learning Centre promises to fill a vital need in Winnipeg for more
day care spaces.

We were taken on a tour of the new building last week by Gayle
Waxman, Rady JCC Executive Director, and Elonora Caparolini,
Child Care Director for both the new day care and the existing
Kaufman Child Care Centre at the Campus. Waxman said that the
wait list of children whose parents would like  to obtain access to
either day care operated by the Rady JCC has grown to a stagger-
ing 920. (Just a couple of years ago that wait list was 700
although, to be fair, it’s not easy to know exactly just how bad the
shortage of day care spaces is in the city. Parents can put their
names on the wait lists for an unlimited number of day care facil-
ities in Winnipeg through a registry maintained by the Province of
Manitoba. According to Waxman, if a day care space opens up
and a parent whose name is on the wait list does not choose to put
their child into one of the day cares operated by the Rady JCC,
while they drop to the bottom of the Rady JCC’s wait list, they do
not impair their chances of being accepted into any other day care
upon whose list their name appears. Further, while the new day
care, just like the one at the Campus, will have a strong orienta-
tion toward Jewish values, there is no preference given to parents who are
Jewish.)

Touring the facility, which will be open from 7:00 am – 5:30 pm week-
days, I was shown the three individual rooms that will house children in
different age groups: for children from ages two up to three; for three up to
four; and for four up to five.  In addition, according  to Caparolini, there
will be room for four infants (up to two years of age).  By the way, as is the
case with the Kaufman Child Care Centre, parents dropping off and pick-
ing up their children will have staggered drop off and pick up times in order
to avoid traffic congestion.

There are many thoughtful touches that went into the design of the new
day care, such as tall windows that will easily allow children to look out at
the adjoining Sir John Franklin Recreation Centre – and the nearby train
tracks. (What child isn’t fascinated watching a train go by?) Children will
also have access to Sir John Franklin, so that they will be able to be taken
there for skating in the winter, for instance. 

One especially adorable feature of the new day care is  the three toilet
stalls for children; two of them have no doors, but the third one does have
a door – for privacy. (The stalls are short enough, however, that any adult
can look right over them, so the “privacy” is not quite absolute.)

Waxman also pointed out that there is not an abundance of toys here. “We

don’t want to over-
whelm the kids with
toys,” she explained. I
asked whether there is
a TV or any computers and she responded, “no”.  

An interesting feature on the outside of the building is pipes that will fun-
nel rain water into receptacles, from which children will be able to draw
water for plants that they will be growing in a garden, so that they begin to
experience the ecological system early on. Even the sandbox is thoughtful-
ly constructed to stimulate the children more than what you might expect
from a typical sandbox.

Many different individuals contributed to the construction of the new day
care, including: David and Ruth Asper; Marjorie and the late Morley
Blankstein; Nora and Harry Warren; Larry and Tova Vickar; Marvin Peters;
Sarah and Debbie Gray; Cheryl and Earl Barish; Shane, Norman, and
Michael Silver; as well as the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. (We apolo-
gize if some names have been inadvertently omitted. We hope to have a
more complete list of donors at a future date.) The total raised to date,
including grants and private contributions, comes to $1.25 million, which
means there’s still room to contribute, if you’re interested. Contact Gayle
Waxman at gwaxman@radyjcc.com.

Finally, while the day care opens officially on July 13, a date for a grand
opening ceremony, likely to be held in the fall, has not yet been set.
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David and Ruth Asper Early Learning Centre to open July 13

Room 1 - for two-three-year-olds, donated by
Marjorie and the late Morley Blankstein

Room 2 - for three-four-year-olds, donated by
Nora and Harry Warren

Room 3 - for four-five-year-olds, donated by
Tova and Larry Vickar

The fully kosher kitchen - as with the Kaufman
Child Care Centre, all food will be dairy.

While there are some toys, Gayle Waxman
says, “We don’t want to overwhelm the kids
with toys.”

The creatively designed sandbox

Rainwater will be funneled
into receptacles, from which
children will be able to draw
water for plants in the gar-
den, giving youngsters an
understanding of ecology.



Accolades to fundraisers and generous attendees
All-star teams abound, it seems,

in almost every walk of life. And
I’m not necessarily talking about
pro or amateur hockey, football,
baseball, or basketball franchises. 

Real estate companies and car
dealerships also take great pride in
flaunting ace salespeople who
outsell competitors; those compa-
nies  also create  competition - if

not  rivalry- between and amongst their own salespeople by
offering them bonuses.

Telephone solicitors are often encouraged by manage-
ment to go for the gusto even though they too are world
champion nudniks at reaching you just as you’re sitting
down for dinner after a hard day’s work, snarled traffic, or
diapering little Yossel, whose inflamed rash is what also
requires most of your attention at that very same moment. 

More to the point, I don’t know whether or not there are
some sort of all-star team awards for over-occupied fund
raisers, and if not, there ought to be because I would sure-
ly nominate the “Y” Sports Dinner Committee, as well as
the ticket vendors, virtually every year.

The June 21st event, which featured NFL Hall of Fame quarterback Dan
Marino as its headline speaker, also chose to honour former Chicago Bear
Israel Idonije at the RBC Convention Centre. It  managed to raise the kind
of money that will surely provide many of the necessary services that may
address some of the needs of economically disadvantaged families, new-
comers, seniors, and day camps for youth. 

Acquiring sponsors for the printing of the first-class programs at each
table, plus tempting auction items such as a trip to Brazil, a Tragically Hip
Concert Package or a trip to the Super Bowl in Houston including airfare
and accommodations added to the fund-raising event. 

As for the main attraction - dining with the legendary Dan Marino - he
delivered the goods with the able support of Master of Ceremonies Sara
Orlesky, who has become one of the top female sports reporters in the
country. 

The format of late now appears to be one in which the keynote speaker
sits comfortably on a soft chesterfield chair opposite the seated interview-
er; rather than in the past where the celebrity-guest prepared a lengthy
speech and did his shtick at the podium. 

The “Jewish Athlete of the Year” Idy and Max Nusgart Memorial Award
went to Isaac Bellan, a 22-year old defenceman with the Transcona Railers
Express of the Manitoba Major Junior Hockey League. This year’s winner
was provided with a bursary from the Fred Glazerman Memorial Fund,
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

The annual Bert Knazan Award went jointly to Sarah Jacobsohn and Ben
Aronovitch - athletes who exhibited excellence in athletic performance and
good sportsmanship. 

The articulate Israel Idonije, a Nigerian who played football at the
University of Manitoba and who was also a linebacker for ten years with
the NFL Chicago Bears and a single year with the Detroit Lions, was hon-
oured for his outstanding charity work in Chicago, Winnipeg and West
Africa. 

The generous audience of approximately 1500 was more than willing to
participate in the fundraising and appeared, in general, to enjoy the festiv-
ities.

POST PATTER: In the June 2016 NBA draft the Phoenix Suns selected
Croatian forward DRAGAN BENDER (born November 17, 1997) fourth
overall . The youngster is already one inch over seven feet and tabbed as
having untapped potential and the best international prospect available in
this year’s draft class. The future power forward is highly valued for his
ability to shoot the ball as a big man as well. 

What drew my attention to the selection was that while he played for var-
ious teams in his homeland, he followed that up by developing his game
between 2014-16 in the Euro League with powerhouse Maccabi Tel Aviv
of Israel. In 2014, Bender was signed to a seven-year-pact with Maccabi
and was soon loaned to Ironi Ramat Gan of the Liga Leumit, the second-
tier league in Israel, where he would spend the 2014-15 season. In his
debut he posted 13 points and had 13 rebounds vs. Ramat Hasharon.
Dragan debuted with Maccabi Tel Aviv in October of 2015 and helped the
team repeat as champions in the 2016 Israeli Basketball State Cup with an
83-75 victory over Ashdod. To gain his release so that he can play in the
NBA, both Bender and the Suns will have to cough up a combined $1.3
million. 

It’s not exactly a major scoop that there has been a big-time turnover in
the hockey broadcast department business, with a goodly number of pan-
elists consisting of several ex-NHL players taking the hit. And you know
what, I can’t think of a single one who hadn’t done his job at least effi-
ciently to excellent. One-time Jewish netminder, Corey Hirsch, 43, was a
most able contributor who was dismissed. The Medicine Hat, Alberta born
draftee of the New York Rangers in 1991 (8th round), played his junior

hockey with the Kamloops Blazers of the
WHL (181 games), and close to 300 games in
the AHL. His NHL experience consisted of
101 games in the nets for the Vancouver
Canucks, two in a Dallas uniform, plus one
with Washington. 

It would have been a giant shocker had pan-
elist Elliotte Friedman not been retained. The
one-time “The Fan 590” broadcaster did play-
by-play for the Toronto Raptors on both radio
and TV and formerly worked at “The Score”
before he joined CBC sports in 2003 for
Hockey Night in Canada.

Essentially, the downfall for so many
occurred because of poor hockey telecast rat-
ings this past season - especially in the play-
offs, when the head honchos suggested that it
was probably the absence of Canadian fran-
chises in the post season that caused the poor
ratings. How about the fact that the seasons
overlap and there is too much competition
from other sporting leagues which are also
experiencing similarly low ratings for their

offerings? Then there is the advent of spring when flowers begin to bloom
and the living is easy. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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Sports Dinner MC SARA ORLESKY
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REMEMBERING THE BOMBING OF THE AMIA JEWISH
COMMUNITY CENTRE IN BUENOS AIRES

WINNIPEG. Monday, July
18th, 2016 marks the 22nd
anniversary of the AMIA
Bombing - a terrorist attack of
the headquarters of the Argentine
Jewish Mutual Association in
Buenos Aires. 

Cruel, deliberate, and indis-
criminate, the bombing was by
far the worst terrorist act in the
history of Argentina and the
largest Jewish death toll from
antisemitic terrorism outside
Israel since World War II. A pow-
erful bomb was driven through
the front gates of the AMIA
building in downtown Buenos
Aires. 

The large, seven-story building
was the headquarters of
Argentina’s Jewish community.
At 9:53 a.m. the bomber detonat-
ed the bomb, leveling the build-
ing and reducing it to rubble. It
destroyed adjacent buildings and
damaged apartments, shops, and houses around the block. 

The toll: 85 murdered; over 300 wounded. The area around the build-
ing, the heart of the traditional Jewish neighborhood, resembled a war-
torn city. Services were cut, transit rerouted, buildings propped up with
beams to avoid collapse. The irony was that Jews and non-Jews alike suf-

fered from this cruel act of anti-
semitic terrorism.

It is widely accepted that
Hezbollah masterminded and
perpetrated the act of terrorism,
as it had, 2 years before, when
the Israeli Embassy in Buenos
Aires had been bombed. The
investigations into the AMIA
atrocity, however, have been
mired in controversy and corrup-
tion. 

To add to the horror, Alberto
Nisman, the prosecutor who had
amassed research and informa-
tion was found dead hours before
he was to make his presentation
in January 2015.

To date, no one has been
brought to justice.

The Argentinean Manitoban
Association in conjunction with
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg,

B’nai Brith Canada and Congregation Shaarey Zedek will remember the
victims of the AMIA terrorist bombing at a special Community-Wide
Commemoration Service on Monday, July 18th at 7:00 p.m. in the
Berney Theatre, Asper Jewish Community Campus, 123 Doncaster
Street. 

Everyone is welcome.


