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Angry reaction to Bill Marantz column
By BERNIE BELLAN

A column by Bill Marantz in the June 24th

issue of The Jewish Post & News (or, as both
CTV and CBC Radio referred to us in their
reports on the story: “The Jewish Post”) has
elicited a storm of reaction – almost all of
which has been negative.

In his column Marantz used what has been
described as “racist” language in his descrip-
tion of natives, especially in his use of  the
word “Indian”.

Further, his criticism of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission provoked an espe-
cially strong response among a great many
readers and his comparison of residential
school survivors with Holocaust survivors
seemed to particularly anger a great many indi-
viduals. (Marantz wrote that ‘ “Cultural geno-
cide” has a catchy ring but it’s not the genuine
article. Adolph Hitler didn’t want to wipe out
Judaism, he wanted to wipe out the Jewish
people.’)

The negative reaction to the column began
on Twitter where, according to Marantz, “To
my surprise the first waspish comments on
Twitter were less than scathing. Rather than
being vilified for my “racism” I was ridiculed
for identifying Michael Hutchinson, of APTN
(Aboriginal People’s Television Network), as
the Jet’s backup goaltender. How could “a
judge” have made such a stupid mistake? “

It wasn’t long, however, before readers of
the column began to contact me with much
more serious criticisms of the column. A pro-
fessor at the University of Manitoba by the
name of Niigaanwewidam James Sinclair was
one of the first to send me a message, asking
whether he might be allowed to reply to
Marantz’s column. I invited him to do just that,
but as it turned out Prof. Sinclair let me know
he couldn’t meet our deadline and asked that I
use a piece by someone by the name of
Heather Baril instead. (You can read Ms.
Baril’s response to Marantz’s column on page
5.)

Apparently copies of the column were

spread online and comments on Twitter soon
began flowing. Not all of them were negative,
however, and two of the “Tweeters” identified
themselves as native women. One, who went
by the handle “Mindy@mindyourelder” post-
ed:

“Why is it that so many of my people scream
#Racist when they hear the truth?”

By Monday, June 29, however, I had decid-
ed to issue an apology for having printed
Marantz’s column and post that apology
online. In my apology I wrote “Without going
into the detail of that column, which appeared
in the June 24, 2015 issue of The Jewish Post
& News, much of that column contained
inflammatory language which should not have
been allowed to go in unedited… I accept full
responsibility for not having vetted it proper-
ly.”

When I added a line to what I wrote, howev-
er, saying that “What I find particularly prob-
lematic is the notion that we should all be cen-
soring ourselves and that certain subjects
should not be talked about in their entirety,” I
received another series of e-mails saying that
my apology wasn’t sincere and complete.

Many of the e-mails received from Jewish
readers (only a few of whom are actual sub-
scribers to the paper, I would note) remarked
upon the importance of Jews performing
“tikkun olam” in the world.

We also received a letter from the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg in which David Kroft,
President of the Federation wrote it is “ with
great dismay that we read the Bill Marantz
piece in the Jewish Post and News. While we
uphold everyone’s right to freedom of expres-
sion, we are appalled by Marantz’ article. His
opinions are not shared by the Jewish
Community of Winnipeg. In fact, it’s quite the
opposite. We are always looking for interest-
ing ways to build even stronger ties with our
Aboriginal brethren.”

To read more about this turn to my “Short
Takes” column on page 4 along with three
pages of letters, beginning on page 5.

Camp Massad dedicates expanded dormitory
building in memory of Richard Tapper 

By 
MYRON LOVE

Three years ago,
Dr. Richard Tapper
was taken from us
– by cancer - at the
very young age of
36. In just the few
short years that he
had in life, Richard
Tapper left a huge
imprint on our
Jewish community
both locally and
nationally. Among
the community
organizations that was particularly close to
Tapper’s heart was Camp Massad and the feel-
ing was mutual.

In appreciation for Tapper’s long association
with North America’s only Hebrew-speaking
Jewish camp experience, Camp Massed on
Sunday, June 28, held a ceremony to dedicate
the expanded residence for Massadniks in
their last year as campers in Tapper’s memory.

More than 200 people (including Tapper’s
four-year-old son, Gabriel, and all of the coun-
selllors for this summer’s Massad program)

were in
attendance
for the
unveiling of
M e r c a z
Tapper.

“Richard
was an old
friend to
many of
us,” said
D a n i a l
S p r i n t z ,
M a s s a d ’ s
e x e c u t i v e
director, in

introducing the dedication program. “He was
a camper, counsellor and board member. He
exemplified loyalty, inclusiveness and creativ-
ity – all that is best about Massad. There have
been very few Massadniks who were more
creative than Richard.”

Sprintz noted that Tapper developed the
machshirah counsellor in training program
and returned to camp year after year as a moti-
vational speaker. “As a chiropractor and a
motivator, Richard helped make people feel

Elaine Goldstine appointed
interim Jewish Federation

CEO
On Friday, June 26,

at 4:34 pm, we
received a notifica-
tion from the Jewish
Federation of
Winnipeg. Frankly,
we’re a little puzzled
that the Federation
waited until so late
on a Friday afternoon
to issue its release
about an interim
CEO for the Jewish
Federation. 

(That’s normally
what governments do when they wait until the last
minute to release bad news. But this?)

The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg is pleased to
announce the appointment of Elaine Goldstine to
the position of interim CEO of the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg, effective immediately.

Elaine brings to the position over 22 years of
experience having worked in various capacities
within the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, most
recently as Director of Financial Resource
Development.

We are confident in Elaine’s demonstrated lead-
ership skills and look forward to working with her
as we continue our goal of building and sustaining
a strong, vibrant, and cohesive Winnipeg Jewish
community.

We expect a search for a permanent CEO will
commence this summer. Further details will be pro-
vided as they become available.
David Kroft,
President Jewish Federation of Winnipeg

Elaine Goldstine

Continued on page 3. See “Camp Massad”.

Camp Massad counsellors performing song written
in memory of Richard Tapper

Farewell to Rabbi & Rebetzen Ellis
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Herzlia bids farewell to Rabbi and Rebetzen Ellis
By 
BERNIE BELLAN

After seven years as
rabbi of the Herzlia-
Adas Yeshurun
Synagogue, Rabbi Ari
Ellis is moving on to a
new position as rabbi
of a synagogue in a
Detroit suburb. 

On Friday, June 26
and Saturday, June 27
members of the con-
gregation held a Friday
evening reception and
service, followed by a
Shabbat dinner with a
final Saturday Shabbat
service presided over by Rabbi Ellis.

Rabbi Ari Ellis arrived in Winnipeg in 2008, after having lived in Israel
with his wife Tikvah Ellis, along with their two young children the previ-
ous six years. 

In paying tribute to the Ellises, congregation president said: “Rabbi Ellis
was certainly a leading light in his early years for the shul. He allowed the
synagogue to expand and develop in a way that was important.
Unfortunately we ran into certain things - when the boiler went - it went to
boiler heaven, then things kind of went downhill…”

Hershfield went on to refer to the ongoing renovations of the synagogue,
saying they were “really inspired by Rabbi Ellis and his wife, who led us
in the proper direction.”

(You can watch a video of Earl Hershfield’s complete remarks on our
website, jewishpostandnews.ca.)

In our November 26, 2014 issue we reported on a lawsuit that had been
filed against Rabbi and Mrs. Ellis by an individual by the name of Jonathan
Bedder. The lawsuit stemmed from something that took place in August

2012, when it is alleged that Rabbi and Mrs. Ellis “conspired, one with the
other, and with Sarah (the estranged wife of the plaintiff) to hide the origi-
nal Birth Certificate of the child Rena (who was the sole child of the plain-
tiff and his wife) and to make arrangements to abduct her to the United
States.”

The statement of claim goes on to say that “in furtherance of this con-
spiracy, the Defendants Ari and Tikvah, together with Sarah, drove the
child Rena to the United States by crossing the Manitoba border into North
Dakota on the evening of Sunday, December 16, 2012 and from there, the
Defendants Ari and Tikvah turned over care and control of the child Rena
to the parents of Sarah who, together with Sarah, took this child to
Cincinnati, Ohio.”

In addition, the lawsuit also names “Herzlia Inc.” as a defendant in the
lawsuit.

Statements of defense were filed on behalf of both the Ellises and
“Herzlia Inc.”

A check of court registry records shows that the lawsuit is still active.

Rabbi Ari Ellis Tikvah Ellis
Herzlia members gathered on the synagogue “patio” Friday,
June 26, prior to a special farewell Oneg Shabbat service as

congregants bade the Ellises farewell.

As Iran deadline approaches, skeptics issue dueling red lines
By RON KAMPEAS

WASHINGTON (JTA) –
In nuclear talks between Iran
and the major powers, it’s
deadline time, and skeptics
on both sides are laying out
red lines in a bid to shape a
final deal.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
Iran’s supreme leader who
had been wary of the talks,
last week outlined his own
expectations for the deal –
and where there would be no
compromise.

On the American side, a
five-point memo circulated by the American Israel Public Affairs
Committee has been influential in shaping how Congress and others are
pressing the Obama administration.

Among the contentious issues are the period that restrictions must stay
in place and how much Iran must reveal of its nuclear past.

Officials on both sides say that the talks being held in Vienna, Austria,
will stretch for a week or so beyond the June 30 deadline.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, whose adamant rejection
of the emerging deal informs the AIPAC talking points, said on  June 29
that his skepticism was only increasing.

“This agreement is going from a bad agreement to a worse agreement,
and is becoming worse by the day,” Netanyahu told his Cabinet.

Khamenei’s June 23 broadside to Iranian government officials and
AIPAC’s memo, “Five Requirements for a Good Deal,” circulating for
about a month, are being treated by experts on the talks as baselines for
must-convince skeptics in both countries: the religious establishment in
Iran and Congress in the United States. Under legislation passed in May,
Congress gets an up or down vote on a deal.

“The AIPAC fact sheet is influential,” said Daryl Kimball, the execu-
tive director of the Arms Control Association, a think tank monitoring
the talks. “It’s a nice, colorful, simple format – and AIPAC has tremen-
dous reach.”

Congressional insiders say the AIPAC memo features prominently in

conversations lawmakers from both parties
are having with administration officials.

It has also influenced other American
groups seeking a say in the process. A let-
ter last week organized by the Washington
Institute for Near East Policy setting out
concerns about the emerging deal and
signed by 18 former government officials
has a similar five-point format, as does a
fact sheetby J Street that seeks to counter
some of AIPAC’s points.

David Harris, the American Jewish
Committee’s executive director, said that
the inclusion of former Obama Iran policy
officials like Gary Samore, Dennis Ross
and Robert Einhorn among the
Washington Institute letter signers signi-
fied increasing disquiet with the deal.

“We’re not talking about those who can
be put in a corner and depicted as war-
mongers or neoconservatives,” he said.

“This is a very balanced, moderate group of people who believe as AJC
has long believed that we can do better at the negotiating table.”

David Makovsky, the Washington Institute fellow who convened the
group, said that it had met nine times and conveyed its concerns to gov-
ernment officials. He also noted that the letter, which endorses outcomes
that the Obama administration has said in the past are its aims, includes
longtime Iran deal skeptics such as George W. Bush administration offi-
cials Stephen Hadley, Robert Blackwill and Paula Dobriansky, as well as
former Sen. Joseph Lieberman, I-Conn.

“People should not miss the dual message,” Makovsky said. “A bad
agreement can lose people from the center left. A good agreement can
bring people from the center right.”

The memos, as well as Khamenei’s speech, cover the same territory
and demonstrate the degree to which the skeptics on each side differ.

• AIPAC is demanding “short notice” nuclear inspections “anytime and
anywhere,” “including all military locations.” Khamenei says he does
not agree with “inspecting military centers” and says the International

Continued on next page. See “Iran deadline”.

Benjamin Netanyahu:
“This agreement is
going from a bad agree-
ment to a worse agree-
ment, and is becoming
worse by the day.”

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei: outlined
his own expectations for the deal –
and where there would be no com-
promise.



better,” Sprintz said. “Richard would always
say after an adjustment that he had turned
the power on. We are today turning the

power on at Mercaz Tapper.”
Speaking on behalf of the family, Tapper’s cousin, Gerald Olin (who is

also a chiropractor) recalled that Tapper also found ways to get things done
where no one else could. 

He recalled how Tapper built his own private suite in the cabin that is
now Mercaz Tapper when he was the counsellor in charge of the oldest
campers and staying with the group in that cabin. “Richard brought in an
old couch, a TV and a VHS machine,” Olin recalled. “His room became the
place where the other counsellors hung out.

“Throughout his life, Richard always had a strong passion for and com-
mitment to Camp Massad.”

In his remarks, Camp Massad Board President Michael Ritter acknowl-
edged the generosity of the Tapper Family, Richard Tapper’s friends and
other friends of Camp Massad in making possible the expansion of Mercaz
Massad. 

Ritter reported that close to 200 donors contributed to the project and
added that Tapper’s uncle, Lou Cogan created a scholarship in Richard’s
name (administered through the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba) that helps
Jewish children from disadvantaged families to attend Massad.

(As well, the Jewish Foundation and the Asper Foundation contributed
$108,000 and $56,000 respectively toward renovations to the camp Choder
Rochel/diningroom.)

Mercaz Tapper was designed by Dov Secter, an award-winning architect
and friend of Richard Tapper. “Richard was the centre of everything in our
social group,” Secter recalled. “He was the glue that held us together.

“Similarly, this building (Mercaz Tapper) will be the centre of activities
and programs at Camp Massad.”

The design, he pointed out, has added two wings to the building. On one
side will be creating and staging areas and rooms for planning programs.
The other wing will be staff quarters. 

The main building will continue to house the oldest group of campers –
the counsellors in training. The central open area between the two wings
will serve as a stage for camp gatherings.

Secter adds that a basketball net beside Mercaz Tapper is also going to be
part of the plan.

Congratulations to Dov Secter for Architectural award
Incidentally, Secter recently added another accolade to his growing

resumé. On May 28, Secter was recognized by Subzero/Wolf Luxury
Appliances as the Best of the Best for Western Canada in kitchen design
out of about 70 submissions. 

“It was very exciting to have received this recognition,” Secter says. “All
of the competitive designs were stunning. I was honoured to have been
chosen.”

The next stage in the competition for Secter will see him vie for an inter-
national award in the fall in Scottsdale, Arizona

Secter comes by his interest in design naturally. His father is prominent
local architect Lloyd Secter - who has always maintained a home office.

The younger Secter – who has a Masters Degree from the University of
Toronto – has worked with his father, Lloyd, for many years.

While he was originally involved in commercial design, he says that he
gravitated to the residential market because he likes the process of dealing
with clients and being involved in a project beginning to end rather than
being restricted just to one area of a project.
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Camp Massad
Continued from page 1.

Michael Ritter
President of Camp Massad Board

Some of the 200 individuals who attended
the unveiling of “Mercaz Tapper” June 28 at Camp Massad

Danial Sprintz remarked that “Richard would always say after an
adjustment that he had turned the power on. We are today turning the
power on at Mercaz Tapper.”

Gerald Olin
cousin of Richard Tapper

Dov Secter (with daughter Molly)
designer of “Mercaz Tapper”

Danial Sprintz
Camp Massad “Abba”

Atomic Energy Agency, the atomic
watchdog of the United Nations,
must not be the sole arbiter deter-

mining compliance with the deal.
• AIPAC says sanctions can be lifted only once the IAEA “provides

ongoing verification that Iran is meeting the conditions of the deal.”
Khamenei plainly says: “Lifting sanctions should not depend on the ful-
fillment of Iran’s commitments.”

• AIPAC says the 10- to-15-year sunset clause anticipated for some of
the deal’s reported restrictions is too short. “A good deal must not expire
until Iran has proved over time that its nuclear ambitions are for peaceful
purposes only,” the group said. Khamenei says even the expected time
limits amount to “bullying.” “They say that we should not do anything for
10, 12 years and that we can engage in production and development after
that,” he said. “This is bullying and an exceedingly wrong statement.”

• AIPAC says “Iran must dismantle its nuclear infrastructure so that it
has no path to a nuclear weapon.” Khamenei says that even during the
restriction period that Iran would accept, “research, development and pro-
duction should continue.”

• AIPAC wants Iran to “fully explain its prior weaponization efforts.”
Iran denies that it has ever weaponized, saying its research has been peace-
ful all along. “I do not agree with extraordinary investigations” Khamenei
said, “nor do I agree with questioning political personalities in any way
nor with inspecting military centers.”

The Washington Institute letter elaborates on some of the demands
sought by AIPAC and Israel in ways that could satisfy lawmakers in
Congress who are skeptical but do not want to kill a deal at all costs,
Makovsky said.

“We went for something we thought could get consensus,” he said.
Instead of requiring Iran to come clean about its weaponization, as Israel

and AIPAC have sought, the letter calls for an investigative approach that
stops short of requiring a confession from Iran. Inspectors must be able “to
take samples, to interview scientists and government officials, to inspect
sites, and to review and copy documents,” the letter said.

Khamenei made clear in his speech the trust he was placing in the
Iranian negotiators, a warning to hard-liners who oppose the negotiations
that may prove more significant than the red lines he outlined.

“They are not infallible and they may make a mistake in their decisions
and actions, but the important point is that we believe in their trustworthi-
ness, their piety, their zeal and their courage,” Khamenei said.

Alireza Nader, an Iran analyst at the Rand Corp. think tank, says it
would be unrealistic to expect the Iranians to capitulate outright to the
demands outlined by AIPAC and Israel.

“If the goal is ‘anytime, anywhere’ access and unlimited inspections, it’s
not realistic asking a sovereign country not defeated in war,” he said.
Instead, Nader said, the question was, “How can a middle ground be
reached in which the IAEA has access and Iran can be assured it won’t
expose its conventional secrets to inspectors?” 

Iran deadline
Continued from previous page.



I doubt there’s ever been a column or article in
The Jewish Post & News that’s  engendered the
kind of outcry that Bill Marantz’s “Truth and
Consequences” column in the June 24 issue did.

After having read the many e-mails, Facebook
messages and some “Tweets” written in response
to that column, I sincerely regret having pub-
lished that particular piece  - in the form that it
was written. 

Marantz used language that was archaic and insulting and, although I
understand that his style is always deliberately provocative, I should have
known better than to publish what he wrote without some severe editing.
(Frankly, I admit that I goofed terribly on that count.)

But for some individuals, unless I were to issue a complete and utter
apology for even daring to print something that might challenge what seem
to have become accepted truths about certain subjects, especially the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission, then  I should be treated as a pariah.

Over the years I’ve become well aware that there are certain “hot button”
subjects that one would be well advised to avoid if one would prefer to run
a nice little Jewish newspaper. Over 12 years ago I was threatened with a
lawsuit by the Crocus Fund for daring to suggest that all was not well with
what turned out to be a glorified Ponzi scheme. Subsequently we lost a
major advertiser, the law firm of Fillmore Riley, because I had attached my
name to a class-action lawsuit in which they were added as a defendant. So
– the cost of having to fend off first, the Crocus Fund, then having to deal
with the outrage of the firm that provided legal counsel to the Crocus Fund,
ended up costing me dearly.

A few years back I wrote something highly critical of then-Mayor Sam
Katz and then-CAO Phil Sheegl, suggesting they both ought to resign. Well
– we lost those holiday greetings from Mayor Katz which had been regu-
lar features in our major holiday issues. 

Also, several years ago we landed ourselves in more hot water over an
issue that taught me how easy it is to trigger emotional responses among
readers when it comes to the Holocaust. The subject at that time was an
appearance by Professor Adam Muller of the University of Manitoba at a
Holocaust-related event. Some individuals in the community took issue
with Muller’s suggestion that anti-Semitism was only one reason for  the
extermination of six million Jews by the Nazis.

So – when Bill Marantz decided to discuss the situation of natives in
Canada in his June 24th column (and believe me, I give no direction to
Marantz or any other columnist what they may or may not discuss in a col-
umn), I should have known that his inflammatory language was going to
bring down a hailstorm of negative reaction.

I understand the well-considered replies that I received from so many dif-
ferent individuals. In the following three pages I’ve attempted to print as

many of the e-mails
received as I could. A
few didn’t make it to
print, but only because
they were simply too
long and essentially
repeated points made
by other writers.

Other comments -
most of which were
supportive of Marantz,
were not signed with a
full name at the end.
I’ve printed only one of
those - just to give a
flavour of what some
readers of the column
had to say.

That being said, how-
ever, I want to reiterate
a point I made on our
website when I first
offered an apology to
anyone who might have
been offended by
Marantz’s column: I
regard this  very much
as a freedom of speech
issue, notwithstanding
the criticisms of some
so called civil libertari-
ans who seem to regard
freedom of speech as
something that they, in

their smug self-righteousness, are entitled to interpret for those of us who
certainly don’t understand what it means. 

When I heard someone named Corey Shefman, who purports to represent
the Manitoba Association of Rights and Liberties, sound off in high dud-
geon about  how outraged he was that Marantz’s column even saw the light
of day, I thought to myself: “What would Alan Borovoy (the former direc-
tor of the Canadian Association for Rights and Liberties) have thought
about Shefman’s outrage, I wonder?” Among Borovoy’s many quotes on
the subject, he once wrote: “Freedom of speech is the freedom on which all
the other freedoms depend.” 

I wonder, too, whether any of the individuals who expressed such outrage
over Marantz’s piece also happened to see “Boof of Mormon” when it
played in Winnipeg recently?  Is it fair game to satirize a group such as the
Mormons - in a manner that was deliberately offensive, but when it comes
to poking fun at Native chiefs, for instance - that is definitely off limits?

There have been other instances in the recent past when writers have been
assailed for daring to write critically of certain groups, such as Marc
Steyn’s 2006 article in Maclean’s Magazine, titled “The future belongs to
Islam”. (That piece led to a human rights complaint filed in B.C. against
both the magazine and Steyn himself.)

Closer to home, we have a situation where a controversial former
University of Manitoba professor, Hymie Rubinstein, has long been exco-
riated for daring to retain iconoclastic views. Just lately, for example,
Rubinstein and another university colleague by the name of Rodney
Clifton, published a piece highly critical of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission in the National Post. Subsequently, they followed it up with
another piece in which they described the vehement reaction that their orig-
inal piece elicited. In the case of Rubinstein and Clifton, however, their
writing did not contain the racially charged terms that Marantz employed –
and which I should not have allowed.

Nonetheless, there were certain elements of Marantz’s column that, had
they been written in more temperate language, might have deserved a more
careful examination, including: The issue of Native chiefs’ pay packages
and how much corruption in Native bands remains an ongoing problem,
despite the Conservative government’s passing “The First Nations
Financial Transparency Act”. (The Canadian Taxpayers’ Federation, for
one, has produced several major reports documenting questionable spend-
ing among Native bands.)

Secondly, the work of Justice Murray Sinclair in heading the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission has been overwhelmingly applauded in the
mainstream media; yet, Professors Rubinstein and Clifton point to several
problematic areas in the methodology used by that commission. As well,
the dearth of critical analysis of the commission’s findings and its recom-
mendations has elevated the commission to the status of “sacred cow”.

Further, the argument over which group “suffered” more, as in Marantz’s
comparison of Holocaust survivors with residential school survivors is one
that is almost impossible to assess.  Yet, if there can be a reasoned discus-
sion of the issue, should we shy away from it?

Finally, the entire issue of governance of first nations is one that has led
to a huge volume of literature, but little reform. Is  a Jewish newspaper any
place to discuss such a huge subject? I would say, “not ordinarily”, but if
individuals wish to respond to anything written here, then I am quite will-
ing to allow this paper to serve as a continued forum for discussion,
although I want to rein in any of the “over the top” type of comments that
I again, admit, I never should have allowed Marantz to employ.

Turning to another matter – that of the controversial manner in which
Adam Bronstone was turfed as CEO of the Jewish Federation two months
before his probationary period was set to terminate – I cast totally negative
aspersions upon Bob Freedman in something that I wrote in my June 24
“Short Takes” column.

When it was suggested to me that Adam Bronstone had initiated month-
ly staff meetings among Jewish Federation employees and that he had also
initiated regular meetings among the various Jewish Federation beneficia-
ry agencies, readers were left to infer that those things hadn’t happened
under Bob Freedman.

I was wrong to suggest that and I apologize for the false impression that
I created. Bob Freedman left an extraordinary record of accomplishment
and I should have checked my facts before I impugned his legacy the way
I did.

Finally, now that Elaine Goldstine has been ensconced as the new inter-
im CEO of the Federation, perhaps some stability can be returned to that
organization. As I’ve repeatedly noted, there are several women who
deserve to be given full consideration for the role of CEO. I say that not for
reasons of tokenism, but because I’m familiar with many of the female
individuals who either were or are still holding senior positions within the
Federation, and several of them are quite qualified to become CEO. We’ve
never had a woman heading either the Jewish Federation or its predecessor,
the Winnipeg Jewish Community Council. It’s about time we did.
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Regarding Bill Marantz’s June 24th column 

By ALLAN APPEL
Although I do agree that avoiding topics because they are controversial

is not a good idea in general (how else could important ideas be aired or
clarified), I don’t think this is the main cause of the negative reactions to
this column. The complete lack of empathy for people who generally have
been dealt a bad hand in life is what is upsetting here. Suggesting that the
genocide mentioned in connection with the aboriginal experience was not
a “real” genocide, and, on top of that, that those who were culturally
destroyed did not do as good a job as those who survived the Shoah in rais-
ing their children (in his opinion) speaks volumes about Mr. Marantz’s
ideas of whose suffering is real and whose is undeserving of redress.

Suggesting that Justice Sinclair spend years just seeking “ . . .that great
gravy train to glory” and that he was spending his time “herding fat cats”
belies the uncounted hours of hearing testimony of people’s horrific expe-
riences in a system that our government designed to destroy aboriginal
culture. Children who were used in scientific experiments re: the effects of
malnutrition and who were buried in great numbers because of their treat-
ment would be (and should be) difficult experiences to hear about and
record for the record. This arduous task was made necessary so that rec-
ommendations concerning the healing of these wounds could be made,
and the historical record set right so Canadians could come to appreciate
what was once done in the name of “civilizing” people. To have this exer-
cise referred to as a “gig” shows that Mr. Marantz understands little about
what needs to be done in order for people to start to recover from horrific
historical experiences. Not many, I would wager, would have the stomach
or the persistence to do this kind of task.

This is not an invitation for aboriginals to “wallow in victimhood” any
more than recollection of the Holocaust is for Jews. It is a call to remem-
ber and to try to ensure this sort of thing does not happen again. Yad
Vashem has spent years gathering the testimonies of those who suffered
through the European nightmare of the 1930’s and 40’s. Is this “wallow-
ing in victimhood” to be disparaged as well? You would think that Jews
would have an appreciation of this kind of investigation more than most,
given our own history of persecution and being considered inferior to the
general population.

Mr. Marantz makes reference to Michael Hutchinson as an example of
how much money aboriginal people could make if they would just move
to Winnipeg and “make millions playing hockey” despite being born, as
he suggests, with two strikes against them. This is a simplistic answer to a
complex problem. Being born into an environment where there very often
is no running water, proper health care, decent housing, where schools are
funded at a much lower rate than in our urban areas and where people have
few family skills because of their historical experience (which the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission painstakingly recorded for the record)
makes this situation far more complex, and does not lend itself to the sim-
ple answers that Mr. Marantz suggests, which involves getting rid of “. . .
so-called leaders who devote all their energy to playing the blame game...
so no one will notice they’ve done absolutely nothing. . .” 

This is not to say that there are no bad leaders of aboriginal communi-
ties. Whenever anyone- White, Black, rich or poor - is placed in a position
of power, one finds, even if initially intentions were good, that corruption
can occur. I think the investigations into our esteemed Senate have demon-
strated that fact.

It may very well be true that few of the 94 recommendations made by
the Commission will be implemented in the near, or even in the distant
future. That speaks to political intransigence by governments and is not
the fault of the Commission or its leaders.

To conclude, I would just like to say how disappointed I was to see this
column in print in our community newspaper. Fair debate in which people
who want the best outcome for our society and disagree on methods is one
thing. The belittling of an entire culture or population is quite another.

A little about myself that will explain my reaction to the article:
My background for the last 12 years has involved teaching at the

University of Winnipeg in the Faculty of Education. I was fortunate
enough to help co-create a service learning course which involved my stu-
dents working intimately with disadvantaged inner city residents through
service agencies such as Frontier College, Boys and Girls Clubs and the
Peaceful Village (Manitoba School Improvement Program). Many of
these people are aboriginal and are trying their best to rise above difficult
circumstances. As such, they were an inspiration for my students who
were serving in order to help prepare themselves to be better mentors in
their future roles as teachers.

This is the main reason I was so disappointed with the article; there are
so many instances of what I would consider heroic efforts on the part of
the residents that are never reported in the Press. My students have been
so impressed by the realization that they are making a real difference in
these peoples’ lives that many of the school-based programs of the Boys
& Girls Clubs, for example, are now run by my ex-students.

The idea behind the development of this program, which has been run-
ning for seven years now, is the concept of tikkun olam, which I present-
ed to the committee which OK’d the course. After 31 years of teaching in
the public school system, and 12 years at the U of W, I retired (as of today,
actually) with the knowledge that thousands of service hours have been
devoted to bettering our community through this course.

I wouldn’t mind writing an article about this program for your newspa-
per. I have offered myself as a resource person to any school division
which would like to implement a similar program in their school system.
I will speak about this program to anyone who will listen.

More letters on the following two pages...

As one of the non-Indigenous Canadians Bill Marantz refers to in his
column in the June 24, 2015 issue of the Jewish Post & News, I first wish
to personally thank Justice Murray Sinclair and all those involved with the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission for their tireless efforts in recog-
nizing and acknowledging the past, while at the same time actively work-
ing towards reconciliation between Canada’s Indigenous and non-
Indigenous peoples.

I also wish to thank the residential school survivors who have spoken,
and continue to speak their truth, and refuse to let the ignorance of others
of others silence them.

If, as Marantz hypothesizes, people will be living on Mars by the time
the commission’s recommendations are enacted, it will be because of the
stubborn insistence of people to cling to outdated prejudices and attitudes
towards this country’s Indigenous population. For example, Marantz’s
insistence on using a term he knows to be outdated and incorrect, when it
would have caused him no hardship to use correct terminology. 

Is his insistence on using “Indian” a conscious decision made to relegate
Canada’s Indigenous people to the past where, based on his column, it
sounds like Marantz believes they, and any discussion of the harm done to
their communities as a result of the colonization of this country, should
stay? 

Canada’s era of residential schools is not something that occurred in the
distant past, but a chapter in Canadian history that took place in the life-
times of many people who continue to be directly affected as students at
these schools, not to mention the survivors’ families and communities, all
of whom are part of a collective effort to heal from the past while work-
ing towards the future.

Does Marantz not understand that the very issues he criticizes the
Indigenous population and their leaders for struggling with today - chron-
ic unemployment, poverty, illness, alcoholism and crime - have their roots
in the residential school system and how it resulted in families and com-
munities being torn apart in the name of assimilation?

It is all too common, yet patently dishonest, for us as non-Indigenous
Canadians to criticize how Indigenous leaders address the aforementioned
issues while at the same tine pretending we bear no responsibility for cre-
ating them and therefore no responsibility to aid in addressing them.

Such issues are the among the results of past government policies whose
benefits we continue enjoy today; policies enacted to the detriment of the
Indigenous population, and which continue to allow our homes to sit on
this land - land which has not in any way been shared in the manner spec-
ified in the treaties that Canada’s non-Indigenous forefathers created and
entered into - while continuing to blatantly marginalize and disrespect
those here before us.

Working towards reconciliation for Canada’s indigenous and non-
Indiginous populations requires both acknowledging the past while using
that knowledge to work towards a future based on mutual respect and
understanding.

It is a worthwhile undertaking, regardless of which planet(s) we happen
to reside on when it is achieved.
Heather Baril
Treaty 1 resident
Winnipeg, MB

Reaction to “Truth and Consequences” by Bill Marantz (June 24, 2015)
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Piece loaded with sterotypes
Dear editor:
A former provincial judge should know better than to write an Opinion

piece so loaded with stereotypes. Like a canvasser for Jews for Jesus, Bill
Marantz has managed to offend both groups, in this case, First Nations
people and Jews who can identify with their plight and who admire just
how far they have come since the days when practically no aboriginals
were enrolled in Canadian universities and colleges.

Still, if the architect of the destruction of Canadian gun control, Vic
Toews, could be rewarded with a queen’s bench judgeship, then the moon
is a balloon.
Ron Charach MD
Toronto 

RE: TRC incident
Aanii,
I am writing in response to the article that has caused some public out-

cry. I am Anishinaabe, if I may be candor my whole intellectual pursuit and
curiosity has been organically taught from other Peoples who have faced
discrimination. 

I am in favor of freedom of expression, so I am not in the least angry
about Mr. Marantz’s column. His assertion about indigenous peoples
“obsession” with comparing residential schools to the holocaust may have
links ( a bit excessive though in my opinion), but I usually go on the sub-
ject of Jewish ghettos and indigenous segregation, and that Jewish people
are one of Europe’s oldest minorities

My university ( U of W) is a clear indication, of the youth of today want
change from our predecessors, as much progressive and diverse collabora-
tions have been due an urge of overcoming our parochialism in our soci-
ety.

Yes, I see and am aware of some leaders who should be held accountable,
yes we are moving on from our 500 years of pain and suffering—this
means working beside our allies, but also dismantling and undermining the
colonial intellectual and moral foundations and exposing the contradictions
such as the Judge who is in a justice system which as we all know has a
parasitic relationship with Indigenous peoples.

But there is a larger discussion here, I am actually excited with the on-
going dialogue happening today, the discussion has moved from academic
institutions to our public spaces, so keep printing and remember public
relations is derived from propaganda! alas!

Todah Rabah! Miigwetch, my friends!
Charlie Crow

Truth
We need a few more people to stand up and tell it like it is instead of tippy

toeing around.
Fred

Workshops in the wilderness
Bill Marantz in his JPN article of June 24th expressed it plain and

straight. Why is there so much sound and fury and no action? Many abo-
riginals believe action should be signs, parades and complaints. I believe
action should be actually doing something progressive - like teaching the
younger generation skills and trades so they can earn a good living and
look forward to a prosperous future. I bet quite a few First Nations’ kids
would jump at the chance.

Sometimes you have to bring education to the Reservation, rather than
have kids leave for the “wicked city” far off from friends and family. How
about workshops in the wilderness? Why don’t the chiefs use the monies
received to bring educators out to teach the younger generation how to be
electricians, work in construction, welding or plumbing?

For the girls there can be classes in life skills, short order cooking, nutri-
tion, nursing aides, midwifery or as companions in nursing homes. They
could be taught self-respect and to realize they are valuable, precious
human beings not to be trifled with. 

The chiefs would be ensuring the future of the younger generation. The
slogans would now read “The past has passed. It’s time to move on”. 
When the reservation children are busy practising plumbing, fixing a house
or making the lights work, they won’t have the time or energy to contem-
plate suicide. It’s a win, win situation.
Sincerely
Freda Glow

Re: Truth and Consequences, June 24th, 2015 
The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg and the Centre for Israel and Jewish

Affairs (CIJA) are proud of our strong and positive relationship with the
Aboriginal Community. We have an excellent rapport with the Aboriginal
Council of Winnipeg, various leaders of First Nations communities, stu-
dents and individuals who are interested in exploring and enhancing the
Jewish/Aboriginal relationship, and with the Norway House First Nation,
with whom we have developed programs and delegations to Israel. 

It is therefore with great dismay that we read the Bill Marantz piece in
the Jewish Post and News. While we uphold everyone’s right to freedom
of expression, we are appalled by Marantz’ article. His opinions are not
shared by the Jewish Community of Winnipeg. In fact, it’s quite the oppo-
site. We are always looking for interesting ways to build even stronger ties
with our Aboriginal brethren. 
David J. Kroft, President Jewish Federation of Winnipeg 
Board of Directors, 
Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs 

Prof Marantz
I worked closely with all of the Indian actors on this stage, the

Courchenes, Fontaines, Nelsons from Rosseau River.
The Professor is 99 if not 100% correct.
These voices of fact have been silent for to long.

respectfully
Don Keys.

Truth and Consequences
I am shocked and disappointed by Bill Marantz’s article “Truth and

Consequences” that appeared in the June 24 edition of the Jewish Post and
News. That the Jewish Post and News chose to publish it at all, let alone
on the same page as the article on the rise of anti-semitic incidents in
Canada, is especially galling. 

As Canadian Jews, it is doubly important for us to support the work of
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and its findings. We are a com-
munity that respects its traditions and upholds it past. We have suffered
prejudice and forced assimilation. We struggle with how to maintain our
culture in an ever changing society. It is clear to me like we share a lot
more with our First Nations neighbors than Marantz would have us
believe.

One of the TRC’s strengths is that it took the time to listen to and docu-
ment the stories of survivors, similar to the Shoah project and other
Holocaust documentation efforts. Now that the stories of the residential
schools have been documented, we can choose to block our ears, retread
old ground, and use outdated language and outdated attitudes. Or we can
take this chance to listen to the survivors, reflect, connect, and move
together towards healing and reconciliation.

I encourage all Canadians Jews to read the TRC report, watch the sur-
vivor’s videos, and think about how we can all play an active part in rec-
onciliation (www.trc.ca). In the words of the famous Jewish scholar Hillel
“If I am not for myself, who will be for me? But if I am only for myself,
who am I? And if not now, when?”
Aviva Goldberg

LETTERS

Response to Myron Love’s op-ed 6/24
I’m responding to Myron Love’s column in the JPN of June 24, 2015.
Mr. Love’s contention that the Boycott Divestment and Sanctions move-

ment (BDS), supported by numerous Palestinian organizations, is anti-
Semitic is not only wrong, it also demeans the long struggle against anti-
Semitism. When I was in Young Judea I was taught that the Jewish tradi-
tion stood for social justice. But to support the continued apartheid-type
system operating in the West Bank with fences and checkpoints and the
continued brutal blockade of Gaza spits in the face of this ideal. It is this
denial of human rights to travel, trade, and resources that fuels anti-
Semitism.

Mr. Love dismisses the huge settlement blocks and extensive expansion
of West Bank settlement blocs as somehow accepted by the Clinton admin-
istration as if this makes them okay. Because they’re cities with subsidized
rents and Jews only roads, they’re okay? Well, they’re not okay. They’re
against international law. This is stealing pure and simple, and it allows the
West Bank to be sliced up into tiny “Bantustans” totally cut off from each
other, not viable either economically or politically.

Mr. Love concludes that anyone who supports BDS is acting in an anti-
Semitic fashion. My contention is that it’s the Israeli regime and Its apolo-
gists, like him, that fuel anti-Semitism. It’s time to wake up and look at
what the Jewish community is advocating and stop the blind support of a
rogue regime.
David Weller with Mark Golden and Mark Etkin
Winnipeg
When in Winnipeg...

Truth or Consequences
The truth is that Bill Marantz article is just plainly racists and your

paper’s failure to recognize it as such will have consequence. 
You, as the editor, should publish an apology immediately and refrain

from allowing Bill Marantz to every write an article again.
Respectfully,
Don Sullivan
Lester Beach, Manitoba
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Shocked at appalling article
From: Earl Barish
I have been authorized by Rudy (Fidel) to send this to you.
Hi Earl
I received a call from one of my First Nations friends today who was

shocked at the appalling article in the June 24 edition of the Jewish Post
written by Bill Marantz “Truth and Consequences.” I just finished reading
it and could hardly believe that the chief editor could allow such painful
hatred to be published. 

During the Hezbollah war in 2006 there was a march of pro Hezbollah
supporters at city hall. The marchers supporting Israel were about 35-40 of
which about 25 were First Nations holding up banners that read “First
Nations of Canada support Israel”. Is there anything B’nai Brith can do?
I’ve spent many years gathering support for Israel and the Jewish commu-
nity and our First Nations Grand Chiefs and Chiefs and Pastors have shown
an unwavering support. I ask you for your help in this matter.
Your Friend
Rudy

Thank you for the courage to publish 
on this controversial subject

For the sake of the country we must find a way to end race based law no
matter the challenges to reconciliation.

Certainly this will require open honest full-some dialogue. The sooner
the better.

Again, thank you
Darryl Stretch

Bill Marantz‘s Rant
I read Bill Marantz‘s article in your June 24th edition. When he wrote in

the past about his law school colleagues and their escapades, his articles
were a benign piece of Jewish Community trivia. His recent article , is any-
thing but benign. It is a hodge-podge of his views about aboriginals, First
Nations leadership, the Indian Act, and Jewish superiority.

Mr. Marantz is entitled to his opinion as to the value and effectiveness of
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the effects of residential
schools. I happen to strongly disagree with his opinion. What is so clearly
wrong with his article is not that he has an opinion which I disagree with,
but that his opinion is based on paternalistic, racist stereotyping.

He ascribes Justice Sinclair‘s self-identified exhaustion as being a “Small
wonder-six years is a long time to be herding fat cats”. What “fat cats” is
he talking about? I understood Justice Sinclair‘s exhaustion to be caused
by the horrific stories he has sat and listened to for years as residential
school survivors have shared their tragic experiences and their ongoing
pain.

Mr. Marantz claims that you cannot improve the life of a victim by
encouraging them to “wallow in victimhood”. How does the creation of the
TRC which has finally afforded these individuals a safe and caring forum
in which they have been able to share their experiences equate to wallow-
ing in victimhood? Would one say that Steven Spielberg’s Shoah
Foundation which recorded the stories of survivors of the Shoah encour-
aged those survivors to “wallow in victimhood” ? Of course not . So why
is the preservation of the stories told to the TRC so much different and
unworthy?

Mr. Marantz dismisses the term “ cultural genocide” as something that
has a “catchy ring” but is “not the genuine article”. Leaving aside for the
moment the finding by the TRC that thousands of children died during the
residential school era , does the fact that the Holocaust was the” genuine
article “ mean we should pay no attention to the valuable findings of the
TRC?

Mr. Marantz states that “the real thing holding the aboriginal people
back” is their leaders . What an oversimplification! Of course it is easier to
blame their leaders than to examine our history and to acknowledge the
role that residential schools have played. 

Perhaps the most offensive statement Mr. Marantz makes, is his obser-
vation that while the grandchildren of Jewish survivors “are doctors ,
lawyers, movie actors , deli owners” the grandchildren of residential
school survivors are “street walkers and sign carriers”. Jewish superiority
and negative racist stereotyping at its worst. All aboriginal residential
school survivors` grandchildren are street walkers and sign carriers? Not
the aboriginal social workers, doctors, teachers, professors and lawyers I
have met.

Articles that contain paternalistic rants and negative and racist stereotyp-
ing add nothing to the civil discourse Canadians need to have about the
issue of residential schools and their after effects on successive generations
of aboriginal Canadians.
Murray N. Trachtenberg

Marantz’s piece cheapened the paper
Dear Bernie,
Bill Marantz’s article, Truth and Consequences is offensive on so many

levels that it would be impossible for me to address them all within the
confines of this letter to the editor.

While I believe in the principle of freedom of the press and in your own
dedication to providing varied opinions on topics, I do feel that Marantz’s
distasteful and frankly uninformed rant did not belong in the Jewish Post
and News and cheapens it as a publication. I’m disappointed that such an
article would appear on the pages of a newspaper I have come to appreci-
ate. 

I would say that Marantz provides excellent justification for the
University of Winnipeg’s plans to require all students to study a course on
Canadian Indigenous History. Clearly, he is lacking in that regard and
would have benefited by such study himself. However, I’d suggest that he
read the summary of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s report:
Honouring the Truth, Reconciling the Future to have a better idea of what
he speaks. I would also suggest that he reads Aboriginal RCAF veteran
Russell Moses’ letter to Indian Affairs, dating back to 1965 which
describes the horrific conditions at the Mohawk Institute.
http://beta.images.theglobeandmail.com/static/TRC/RussMoses.pdf The
federal government reached out, back in 1967 to a number of former resi-
dential school students in an effort to get their “candid views” on their
experiences. Readers can reach their own conclusions. Of course the
“experiences “ continued since the last school did not close until 1996.
Children at this school were forced to do long hours of work. They were
fed so poorly that they sometimes ate from the swill barrel, intended for the
pigs. Moses describes brutal punishment. 

As for Marantz’s horrifically insensitive comments about “Holocaust
survivors who didn’t commit suicide like the brilliant Primo Levi went on
to live productive lives”: Is he saying that those survivors who suffered
mental disorders as a result of their trauma but did not commit suicide not
lead the “productive lives”? I can assure Mr. Marantz that there are many
survivors who suffered such trauma that they were afflicted with a major
depressive disorder for the rest of their life. Are we to blame them too as
he appears to be blaming the indigenous people? As for his abhorrent com-
ment - referring to the third generation: “they are doctors, lawyers, deli
owners…not street walkers.” I have news for Mr. Marantz. I don’t know
what planet he lives on. Our Jewish community world wide has its prob-
lems and sad stories as well. JCFS exists for a reason. We have addiction
problems. We have violence in our families. Is this news to him? 

I’d say that Mr. Marantz owes all of us an apology and I’m embarrassed
that this article appeared in a newspaper that is identified with the Jewish
community.
Respectfully,
Belle Jarniewski

LETTERS

No business talking about Adam Bronstone’s dismissal
I am writing just clear up a few issues that Jewish Post has raised con-

cerning Mr. Brownstone leaving the Federation. I am writing as Human
Resources professional with more than 30 years’ experience including
working for some of the largest Jewish Organizations in Canada. As Jews
we love to gossip and this is certainly a juicy story to gossip about. But we
must understand that the Federation is obligated to follow employment law
and this includes the obligations that this is a private matter. It is not for the
community at large to know the ins and out of this matter. There should be
no comment from Mr. Kraft or Mr. Brownstone. The Federation has a legal
duty to treat a CEO in good faith and with reasonableness, which includes
privacy protection for all parties involved. The Jewish Post must respect
the that parties involved are following the law, and allow the Federation
and Mr. Brownstone to move forward in a productive manner without
either party egregious harming one another. For if they did not they could
be sued. Please keep in mind this is what any organization should do in
dealing with such a matters. Separation of a senior manager through resig-
nation or other wise, is always a difficult choice and event in the life of any
organization. Its none of the community at large business, period full stop!
I encourage the Jewish Post to allow the Federation and Mr. Brownstone to
heal from this matter and lets discuss other matters of greater concern to
our community. Its a time to be respectful! 
Assoc. Professor Alan Levy BA, MIR, LLM
Human Resources, Labour Relations, Leadership & Dispute
Resolution
Department of Business Administration
Faculty of Arts 
Brandon University

Thanks for printing letter about upcoming art sale 

Hi Bernie, 
I just wanted to thank you for printing my letter regarding Grands ‘n

More in your last paper. We have had an amazing response. I am hoping
that closer to the sale on Sept. 20 at Crescentwood Community Centre that
you might be prepared to do an article and interview the project co-chairs
Laurel Garvie and Enid Butler
Regards, 
Gail Thau



Will Israelis pay the price for a natural gas ‘monopoly’?
By URIEL HEILMAN

(JTA) – Israeli consumers are no strangers to high prices.
Basic household goods like food and toiletries cost more in Israel than in

all but two countries in Europe, a recent Nielsen research study found.
Israeli real estate prices are up nearly 60 percent since 2008. Tel Aviv is the
world’s third-most expensive city in which to buy beer, and furniture prices
at IKEA Israel are more than double those at IKEA Norway, recent surveys
have shown.

Now Israeli consumers are worried about high natural gas prices.
At issue is a deal on which the Knesset is preparing to vote that would

give a partnership between two companies – Texas-based Noble Energy
and Israel’s Delek Group – control over developing the two largest gas
fields discovered in recent years off Israel’s Mediterranean coast.

Given the significant consequences energy prices have on the rest of the
economy, each side in the debate over the deal is arguing that at stake is
nothing less than the health of the Israeli economy and the welfare of
Israeli consumers. 

Last week, a government committee approved a plan to give the Noble-
Delek partnership the green light, and on Sunday, Israel’s security Cabinet
cited national security concerns in overriding a warning last December by
the nation’s anti-trust regulator that the Noble-Delek deal constituted an
effective monopoly. Proponents, including the prime minister, say that the
deal is the best way to efficiently develop the gas fields and that controls
will be put in place to protect Israeli consumers.

“We are promoting a realistic solution that will bring natural gas to the
Israeli market and not a populist solution that will leave the gas in the
depths of the earth,” Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said last week.

Opponents, including the Zionist Union and Yesh Atid parties, say that
without competition the Noble-Delek endeavor will harm the Israeli econ-
omy, and that the government must offer more details about the safeguards
it will put in place to protect Israeli consumers.

“Yesh Atid will not support a plan that does not contain a monitoring
mechanism for gas prices,” party chairman Yair Lapid said on Saturday. “It
cannot be done in the shadows, it must be transparent.”

One of the fields at issue, called Tamar, thought to hold 10 trillion cubic
feet of natural gas, began production in 2013. The other, Leviathan, is the
world’s largest offshore natural gas discovery of the past decade at 22 tril-
lion cubic feet; it is expected to come online in another three years.

Together, the two fields will turn Israel into an energy exporter, and
export deals backed by the U.S. State Department already have been signed
with Egypt, Jordan and the Palestinian Authority. Noble and Delek also
hold stakes in two smaller gas discoveries, the Tanin and Karish fields,
which together hold about 3 trillion cubic feet.

The whole enterprise was thrown into jeopardy last December after the
warning by the anti-trust authority that the Noble-Delek deal constituted a
cartel that could undermine competition and put Israeli consumers at the
companies’ mercy.

Noble Energy responded by halting investments in Israel and threatening
legal action, jeopardizing speedy development of the Leviathan field.

Netanyahu quickly signaled that he would try to speed up approval of the
deal, prompting the anti-trust regulator to announce in February that he
would resign in protest, effective in August.

On Saturday, hundreds of Israelis took to the streets in Tel Aviv to protest
the deal, whose precise details are still being negotiated as the Israeli gov-
ernment considers what restrictions it will impose.

Looming behind the public concern about the Noble-Delek partnership is
deep frustration about what many Israelis say is the cartelization of the
Israeli economy. They blame a small group of wealthy Israeli families that
dominates large swaths of the economy for the high prices they pay on
everything from clothing to bank fees.

The gas deal, many Israelis worry, will hand yet another victory to a car-
tel and come at the expense of ordinary Israelis. 

“Only now is the magnitude of the monopolies beginning to be under-
stood in Israel,” said Idan Leibs, a researcher at the University of Haifa’s
Natural Resources and Environmental Research Center. “Between the
state, the energy companies and the citizens, the people are the weakest
party here. They are supposed to benefit from the gas revenues, but they
also have the incentive of having cheaper gas prices. The price of gas has
an impact on the entire economy.”

With Israel’s neighbors mired in violence and instability, the Israeli-
Palestinian peace process at a stalemate and Israeli price increases outpac-
ing wage growth, Israelis have focused increasingly on socioeconomic
issues rather than security concerns. In 2011, a jump in the price of cottage
cheese, an Israeli staple, sparked the biggest social protest movement in
Israel’s history and helped catapult a new category of political parties
focused on socioeconomic issues into real Knesset power players.

The primary beneficiary of that change in the 2013 elections was Yesh
Atid, a new political party focused on socioeconomic issues that captured
19 of the Knesset’s 120 seats. In this year’s elections, Yesh Atid lost some
of that support to the Zionist Union, which includes Israel’s Labor Party,
and Kulanu, a center-right party focused on socioeconomic issues and led
by Moshe Kahlon.

Netanyahu’s own economic record includes deregulation and privatiza-
tion.

On Tuesday, the Netanyahu government presented new details about how
Israel would mitigate the Noble-Delek partnership’s control over the nat-
ural gas market. According to an outline provided by Energy Minister
Yuval Steinitz and published in Haaretz, the Noble-Delek partnership
would sell its stakes in the smaller Karish and Tanin gas fields within 14
months and reduce its holdings within six years in the Tamar gas field, but
would retain much of its control over the development of Leviathan. The
price of gas in Israel would be capped only temporarily.

The government’s proposal “is difficult for the companies because it
places three restrictions upon them that are not there in any OECD coun-
try: an export restriction, price restriction and ownership restriction,”
Steinitz said, using the acronym for the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development.

Netanyahu said the deal would speed up development of the Leviathan
field and benefit the Israeli economy.

“This outline breaks up the gas monopoly and will bring hundreds of bil-
lions of shekels to the state coffers – for welfare, health, education and
many other needs,” Netanyahu said. “I trust the good sense of the Israeli
people and I expect responsibility from the public’s representatives. We
will do everything to ensure that the gas is extracted from the water.” 
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Israel news

JCFS - Temporary Relocation of Offices
During Summer Renovations

JCFS will be undergoing renovations this summer from July 6 to Aug
15, 2015 and will be  relocating all staff and services to the Gray
Academy of Jewish Education during this time. Clients and visitors
will be able to continue to access our services by entering the build-
ing via the Gray Academy doors at the far end of the Simkin Circle
at the Asper Campus (i.e. next to the playground). Parking will be al-
lowed within the Simkin Circle. Clients and visitors are also welcome
to enter via the Doncaster doors, as well. 

JCFS apologizes, in advance, for any inconvenience this may cause,
as we are undertaking these improvements so as to even better
serve the community. 

For more information, feel free to contact
our office at 204-477-7430. 

Demonstrators in Tel Aviv protesting the Israeli government’s support
for a deal that would give two energy companies control over the
development of most of Israel’s offshore gas deposits, June 27, 2015.
(Ben Kelmer/Flash90)



Submitted by 
JASON BOOTH,
Communications Associate,
Winnipeg Harvest

Sandy Hyman explains two
phrases, Gemilut Chasadim and
Tikkun Olam, exemplify the
Jewish community’s dedication
to charitable causes. “The giv-
ing of loving kindness,” and,
“repair of the world” are
philosophies that mesh perfect-
ly with the views of most
Winnipeg Harvest volunteers
and supporters, who have given
food, time, and money to share
with Manitobans in need since
1985.

Hyman, a member of
Congregation Etz Chayim, has
been coordinating the syna-
gogue’s volunteer team for many years. The group has been donating time
to Harvest since roughly 2005, when Etz Chayim’s rabbi asked her to plan
some projects for tikkun olam activities. David Northcott, Harvest’s long-
time Executive Director, also happened to be a friend.

“In our faith, charity is very important–not just money, but investing of
oneself,” says Hyman. “Caring for others, using our energy to ensure peo-
ple don’t go hungry; it’s about respect for each other because we depend
upon one another.”

Ben Berkal, a member of congregation Shaarey Zedek, echoes Hyman’s
outlook.

“Judaism is a religion of values and action, and putting values into action:
doing good deeds, helping those less fortunate, and being a part of the com-
munity.”

“I’ve been volunteering for just over one year, but I’ve volunteered with
Harvest before,” says Berkal. “Shaarey Zedek has been coming for sever-
al years – once a month, at least eight to twelve people of all ages. Some
come as individuals, parents with children, and grandparents with kids.
I’ve brought my daughter, and she’d like to continue – she’s been about
three times this year.

“It’s a good way to share your values with your children – I really respect
those that bring their kids and grandkids. It’s a good model.”

Hyman agrees. “It’s nice to see all ages. It’s intergenerational. Little ones
carrying empty bags or counting boxes, the strong can carry the heavy
crates and move them to pallets. The elderly, young people, young families
– there’s a good balance. Everyone can participate at their level, working
together as a team to get the job done.”

Tammy Watson, Director of Volunteer Services at Winnipeg Harvest,
says faith groups like Shaarey Zedek and Etz Chayim make for some of the
most reliable volunteers because of their strong commitment to communi-
ty service and helping those I need.

“Etz Chayim, Shaarey Zedek, Waverley Church, the Latter-day Saints
and the many, many faith groups that make time for Harvest are huge con-
tributors to the success of our weekly operations,” says Watson.
“Thousands of individuals and families rely on Harvest for the food we

share, and
Harvest relies
on volunteers to get that food in and out the door safely and efficiently
every day. Reliability is gold–we really appreciate that effort.” 

Hyman and Berkal credit good volunteer support and a fun atmosphere
as reasons they keep coming back.

“They keep it interesting and safe,” says Hyman. “Our group meets other
people and families participating that they may not have met otherwise. It’s
always a surprise what we’ll be doing next – what are we working on today?”

“Harvest does its job,” says Berkal. “We’re well-supervised, they show
us how to set up and do each job. It’s a husband and wife team – Brian and
Katy Van de Mosselaer – who we usually work with. They’re very orga-
nized and always helpful. That support is greatly appreciated.”

We keep coming because it’s enjoyable, you meet with friends and fam-
ily and work jointly to make the world better,” says Berkal.

“Winnipeg Harvest is really key to our community.”

Wednesday, July 8, 2015, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   9

Community news

Jewish community sews kindness at Winnipeg Harvest

French, Canadian Jewish leaders meet to 
discuss fighting Islamic radicalization

MONTREAL (JTA) – Jewish leaders from Montreal and France met
in the Canadian city to discuss ways to combat the rising tide of global
anti-Semitism and Islamic radicalization. 

The two-hour meeting on June 25 at City Hall came the day before an
Islamist attack on the premises of a factory near Lyon, France, in which
the decapitated body of a man was found and an attacker brandishing an
Islamic State flag was arrested. The meeting was billed as being held in
the wake of the deadly Charlie Hebdo and Hyper Cacher kosher super-
market attacks in January. 

The participants included officials from the French Jewish umbrella
organization CRIF and B’nai B’rith in France, and locally from the
Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs and Jewish member of Parliament
Irwin Cotler. 

One possibility they discussed for Montreal was to establish a desig-
nated police hate crimes unit. 

“[W]e have to call a spade a spade,” said Montreal Mayor Denis
Coderre, adding that “we have to denounce” anti-Semitism and “under-
stand that clearly something is going on and we must be there to fight it.” 

The meeting was a follow-up to a trip Coderre made to France in the
wake of the attack on the Charlie Hebdo magazine that killed 12. 

Earlier this month, Coderre convened a meeting of 23 mayors from
around the world to seek out ways to fight radicalization. 

CLAIMS CONFERENCE CHILD SURVIVOR FUND 

Claims Conference negotiations with the German government have resulted in a fund for certain 
Holocaust survivors who were children at the time of their persecution. The Child Survivor Fund 
will issue one-time payments of €2,500 to eligible individuals who apply to the program. 
Eligibility is open to those born January 1, 1928 or later AND who were persecuted as Jews in the 
following circumstances:
 (I) in a concentration camp; or 
(II) in a ghetto (or similar place of incarceration recognized as such by the German government); 
or 
(iii) living in hiding or under false identity or illegality for a period of at least 6 months in Nazi-
occupied territory or in Axis countries.

Individualized application forms were mailed to certain survivors who have received previous 
compensation payments from other programs. If you received an individualized application form 
in the mail, please complete it and return it to the Claims Conference. 

If you believe you are eligible for the Child Survivor Fund and did not receive an application in 
the mail, you may obtain an application at www.claimscon.org/childsurvivor and return it to the 
Claims Conference. Information about the program is also on this website. 

If you have submitted an application and have received an acknowledgement from the Claims 
Conference, you need not take any further action. If you have submitted an application, and have not 
received acknowledgement within 8 weeks of submitting it, please contact the Claims Conference.

Applications must be submitted by survivors. If an eligible survivor applies and subsequently 
passes away, the surviving spouse is entitled to payment.  If there is no surviving spouse, the 
child(ren) of the eligible child survivor is entitled to the payment.

Hardship Fund
The German Government has recently restated that Jewish Nazi victims cannot receive a 
Hardship Fund payment if they were part of an organized evacuation.  However the German 

subject of an organized evacuation. For further information contact the Claims Conference.        

There is no cost to apply to any Claims Conference program.

For more information, contact:
Claims Conference

1359 Broadway, Room 2000, New York, NY 10018, USA
Tel: 646-536-9100   Email: info@claimscon.org   www.claimscon.org

 Ombudsman@claimscon.org or write to The Ombudsman, PO Box 585, Old Chelsea Station, New York, NY 10113, USA

Congregation Etz Chayim volunteers
at Winnipeg Harvest

Congregation Shaarey Zedek volunteers
at Winnipeg Harvest
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Winnipeggers participate in India fundraising competition 
It was a moment of pure terror for Winnipeggers

Adam Sawyer, Jenna Brown and Jenna’s father,
Bobby. There they were, driving down on a two-
lane highway in a tuktuk – a motorized three-
wheeled rickshaw – when a huge oil tanker
approached them in the opposite lane – and anoth-
er huge oil tanker came out from behind the first
one, attempting to pass, and was barrelling right
toward the three Winnipeggers.

Fortunately, they had just enough room on the
side of the narrow road to get out of the way in time.

The Browns, father and daughter, and Sawyer were participating in the
annual Mallaber Rampage, a competition in which foreign tourists have to
drive 1100 kilometers in seven days in motorized rickshaws with Goa, the for-
mer Portuguese enclave on the coast in west central India as their destination.

The purpose of the Mallabar Rampage is twofold, Bobby Brown
explains. One goal is to encourage tourism in southern India, a part of India
that attracts very few tourists. The other purpose is to raise money primar-
ily for the Mangalore Round Table, which helps support local causes in the
region.

Participants can help support other charities as well. Jenna Brown notes
that one team was raising money for cancer research while a second group
was collecting funds to help succor abused women in India.

It was Jenna Brown who first learned about the Mallabar Rampage chal-
lenge. Two years ago, Jenna , having completed university, headed off to
Australia to teach special needs children. She left Australia at the beginning
of the year to travel in Asia.

“I found out about the rickshaw challenge,” she says, “and contacted my
dad to see if he wanted to join me in this adventure.”

Bobby Brown, who had last been in India 35 years before, readily agreed
- as did Adam Sawyer, a friend of Jenna’s from Winnipeg who was also
traveling in Asia.

There were 17 teams in the competition. The Winnipeggers dubbed their
vehicle the “Polar Bears” and decorated it with an image of a polar bear and
a Canadian flag.

“We were given two days training and sent on our way (on April 4),”
Jenna reports.

“It was mentally and physically challenging,” says Adam Sawyer. “We
were riding in a glorified lawnmower. I was terrified the entire time. It was
the scariest thing I have ever done in my life – and the most rewarding.”

In India, Jenna Brown points out, there are no rules of the road – and no
lanes. “We were sharing the narrow roads with cars and trucks, bicycles
and cows and oxen.”

Bobby Brown comments on the constant honking: “The horns spoke their
own language,” he says. “A car honking from behind would be trying to
pass while other honkers were trying to cut into traffic. The buses were the
worst for honking.”

Jenna Brown notes that there were people everywhere along the roads
living and working.

The Winnipeggers did find the local people to be very friendly and help-
ful. “Any time we had a problem (such as a flat tire and getting lost), up to
a dozen men would rush over to help us,” Jenna says. “We didn’t see many
women out and about though.”

Now the competition wasn’t simply a matter of seeing who could reach
Goa the fastest. There were also such things as finding an India temple or
visiting a school for underprivileged kids (where Sawyer put on a show
with his ukulele), or finding a synagogue.

“We didn’t know there were any Jewish people in India,” Adam Sawyer
says. “It was interesting going into Jewtown and seeing Hebrew writing.”

The money that the Winnipeggers raised helped the Mangalore Round
Table buy a dialysis unit for a government hospital for the poor, Sawyer
reports.

While Sawyer is looking for a job back in Winnipeg and not sure what he
wants to do in the
future, his experience
in India, he says, has
shown him the impor-
tance of giving back
to the community.

Jenna Brown is con-
sidering enrolling in
the fall in a Masters
program at the
University of Toronto.

Bobby Brown is
looking forward to
returning to India next
year with his wife,
Debbie, for a third
visit.

Nancy’s Nightingales Cancercare Manitoba
Walk for Life all-Jewish team

In response to my column last issue re CancerCare Manitoba’s leading
Challenge for Life Jewish fundraisers and largely Jewish fundraising
teams, Lorne Raber has pointed out that I omitted “Nancy’s Nightingales”
– consisting of his wife, Louise and her friends Joanne Katz and Harriet
Lyons. The threesome between them raised more than $11,000 – the high-
est average per capita of any of the participating teams. 

Nancy’s Nightingales, Louise Raber notes, is named in honour of a nurse
- whom she worked with at St. Boniface Hospital - who was stricken with
cancer ten years ago.

“We were trying to come up with a name for our group (which numbered
six when the group started walking for cancer eight years ago),” Raber
says. “We decided to honour Nancy (who has recovered) and, since she is
a nurse, we chose Nancy’s Nightingales.”

Lyons adds that she herself is a cancer survivor and all three Nancy’s
Nightingales have lost loved ones to cancer.

Crohn’s and Colitis Walk Raises $87,000
On Sunday, June 7, Canadians across the country participated in the 20th

annual “Gutsy Walk” to raise money for research into causes of treatment
for Crohn’s and Colitis, inflammatory diseases that afflict a large number
of members of our Jewish community.

The walk in Winnipeg this year took place at Canadian Mennonite
University and raised $87,000, about $20,000 more than last year and
$7,000 above the target. 

This year, there were 240 participants, also an increase over last year.
Congratulations to the participants of both the Gutsy Walk and the

Challenge for Life.
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AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

(l-r): “Mallabar Rampage” participants Jenna Brown, her father
Bobby Brown, and Adam Sawyer. The Mallabar Rampage is “a com-
petition in which foreign tourists have to drive 1100 kilometers in seven
days in motorized rickshaws.”

Adam Sawyer with some schoolgirls the trio met along the way: “We
were riding in a glorified lawnmower. I was terrified the entire time. It
was the scariest thing I have ever done in my life – and the most reward-
ing.”
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Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.

English translation of
Yiddish column

The new issue of the journal “Afn Shvel” is ded-
icated to translations from and to Yiddish. 

In Japan, Poland, the US, and Israel the interest
in Yiddish and its culture is on the rise and there is
a need for competent translators to bring the rich-
ness of Yiddish to new and diverse audiences. 

The editor Sheva Zucker is doing a wonderful
job editing one of the last remaining secular
Yiddish journals. This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the

Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

A very special program
for the July 14

Shaftesbury Park
Yiddish Reading Circle

We are pleased to announce that at this meeting
we will be screening one of the most successful
musicals in the history of Yiddish cinema. 

The Komediant
starring the life and careers of the Burstein fam-

ily of Yiddish theatre
in Yiddish with English subtitles 

When: Tuesday, July 14, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
(also Wednesday, July 15, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.)
Where: Shaftesbury Park Theatre

The Komediant is an Israeli documentary film
of 2000 directed by Armon Goldfinger which
recalls the life, and careers of the Burstein Family
of Yiddish theatre: Pesach Burstein, his wife
Lillian Lux, his son Mike Burstyn and daughter
Susan Burstein-Roth. 

It received the prestigious Israel Academy’s Best
Documentary Award, and chronicles one of the
most visible families of the Yiddish theatre in
America. 

The film was made in honour of the 100th birth
anniversary of Pesach Burstein in 1996. 

It contains rare footage of Yiddish theatre from
the 1930s onward (especially of the production of
Megilla of Itzik Manger, and A Khasene in Shtetl)
and has several guest narrators, including Lillian
Lux, Mike Burstyn, and Fyvush Finkel. 

Kevin Thomas, Los Angeles Times
“Astonishing in humour and wisdom.”
Mel Brooks
“Absolutely wonderful.”
Carl Reiner
“Film chronicles a time that was a part of our

lives.”
Robert Brustin, Forward
“A joyous even ecstatic experience. An exuber-

ant tribute to the earthy, boisterous phenomenon of
Yiddish theatre.”

We already had in one day over 40 Shaftesbury
Park residents who signed up to attend the
screening of the Yiddish film on Tuesday, July
14th, at 2:00 – 4:00  p.m. 
Therefore, we have decided to have a second
screening  on the next day Wednesday, July 15 at
2:00 – 4:00 p.m.

If you would like to attend the Wednesday
showing of the film please call the Shaftesbury
Retirement Residence at 204-885-7272 and say
you would like to attend the July 15 showing
of “The Komediant”.



Fringe Festival previews

Hitler’s Li’l Abomination

I have toured this show at 8
fringe festivals in the U.S.,
U.K., and Canada to date.
My most recent review from
this June (London, Ontario)
compares my show to Art
Spiegelman’s graphic novel
Maus: http://theatreinlon-
don.ca/2015/06/hitlers-lil-
abomination-review/11

My show is about my
unusual heritage: My
father is a Jewish
Holocaust survivor and my
mother is a Lutheran
Protestant who was in the Hitler Youth.
My performance dramatizes my parents’
war experiences, their marriage, and my
legacy. It’s a complex story of the rela-
tionship between two people twisted by
the forces of history...and the repercus-
sions on the next generation.

Because Hitler would have considered the
product of such a marriage to be an “abomi-
nation,” I have provocatively entitled my
show “Hitler’s Li’l Abomination.”
(Unfortunately, when competing for atten-
tion at large fringe festivals it helps to have a
title that grabs attention. 

But rest assured, my show is deadly seri-
ous when it comes to the war and its reper-
cussions. Although when it comes to my
eccentric family...laughter usually ensues
and is encouraged.)

WHERE:
Winnipeg Fringe

Festival, Venue #2: MTC
Up the Alley, 174 Market
Ave. (enter from back
alley behind the MTC @
John Hirsch Pl.)

WHEN: 
Thu July 16 5:30pm
Fri July 17 10:30pm (2

for 1!)
Sun July 19 3:45pm
Mon July 20 8:45pm
Tue July 21 12pm
Wed July 22 1:45pm
Thu July 23 7:15pm
Sat July 25 12pm

Hitler’s Li’l Abomination
A superbly bittersweet one-woman come-

dy about family [that] refuses to be emotion-
ally simplistic... In the same thoughtful
nuance as Art Spiegelman’s classic sequen-
tial art Holocaust narrative Maus... –Theater
in London

Orlando Fringe Festival 2013, Top 7 Pick
–Orlando Weekly

Goes from harrowing to
hilarious.–Broadway Baby, Edinburgh Fringe

Poignant and insightful.–Huffington Post
Roman offers a fresh perspective on the

age-old question “Can we ever really learn
from history?” Listen closely for the ghosts
of generations’ worth of Tantes and Omas:
They’re beckoning “In here, Liebchen! In
here!”–Orlando Weekly

Off-Broadway Hit ‘Channeling
Kevin Spacey’ Returns to Roots

at Winnipeg Fringe
NEW YORK:

C h a n n e l i n g
Kevin Spacey,
the irreverent,
whirlwind com-
edy that ran off-
Broadway for
two wildly suc-
cessful years, returns to its roots this summer at
the Winnipeg Fringe Theatre Festival.

Spacey first premiered on the scene in 2008,
when co-writers Cory Terry and Elan Wolf
Farbiarz brought the production to the Winnipeg
Fringe, where it promptly sold out each show and
garnered the prestigious Best of Fest award.
Following its success in Winnipeg it played the
Edmonton Fringe, where it again won Best of
Fest. Channeling Kevin Spacey won that same
honor at the 2009 Toronto Fringe Festival and in
2010 the show performed to rave reviews at the
Broward Center for the Performing Arts in Fort
Lauderdale, setting Spacey up for its breakout
off-Broadway run.

Now, Terry and Farbiarz are proud to bring the
show home to where it all began, running at the
John Hirsch Mainstage from July 16 to July 25,
2015.

In Channeling Kevin Spacey, we meet film buff
Charlie, a meek pushover in a dead end job and a
loveless relationship, who emulates the weak
characters of Kevin Spacey. After a particularly
soul-squashing day at work, Charlie has an
epiphany and resolves to change his life by mor-
phing into Al Pacino’s most famous characters,
resulting in a series of devastating and hilarious
confrontations, making Channeling Kevin
Spacey a must-see for movie-lovers of all types.

Bios
Elan Wolf Farbiarz (Producer/Co-writer) has

spent the last five years producing and directing
shows across the United States and Canada,
receiving top honors in Toronto, Edmonton,
Winnipeg and Orlando. He has authored several
comedies and appeared in and produced interna-
tional tours of The Bible (abridged), The Movies
(abridged) and Channeling Kevin Spacey.
Drawing critical success and sold out audiences
in every city he has produced in, Farbiarz has gar-
nered several Best of Fest awards throughout the
fringe festival theater circuit. He is the co-author
of the new comedy Becoming Banksy.

Cory Terry (Producer/Co-writer) earned his
masters in Dramatic Writing from New York
University. He co-wrote the fringe hit The
Movies (abridged) as well as the new comedy
Becoming Banksy, which will make its debut at
the 2015 Winnipeg Fringe. His play Markers will
be published by Applause Theatre and Cinema
Books in December.

David Michaels (Charlie) was last seen in the
Arts Center of Coastal Carolina production of
The Drowsy Chaperone. Other credits include:
Casanova Was a Woman (Fringe Festival),
Oklahom! (National Tour), Next Broadway Star
(Finalist). 

How Often Do I Dream... 
A collaboration by Katie

Dorian and Alexis
Milligan . Performed by
Katie Dorian and directed
by Alexis Milligan .
Original music by
Matthew Amyotte

Who are you when you
have no memory of your-
self? What do we become
when our histories disap-
pear? 

“How Often Do I
Dream…” is a multisensory performance
experience, exploring how memory func-
tions, how it collapses, and what we become
when our memory begins to fade. 

When actor/writer Katie Dorian’s beloved
“Opi” developed dementia she realized that
her identity was interwoven with his. Opi’s
story of coming to Canada on November 28,
1961, as a cold-war refugee, and everything
that both preceded and followed from that
has formed part of her own distinct individ-
uality. Mapping her interactions with her Opi
as he slowly disappeared, Dorian struggles
with the loss, the change in family roles and
the dissolving family history to draw univer-
sal truths about the nature of memory, iden-
tity and family.

Told with compassion, humour and
heartache, How Often Do I Dream…, is an
award winning (Best Solo Show, Atlantic
Fringe Festival 2014; nominated Best Solo
Show Montreal Fringe 2015) collaborative
creation by Dorian and director Alexis
Milligan. Dorian is an accomplished young
actor who has worked with 2b Theatre,

Zuppa Theatre, and
Anthony Sherwood.
Milligan is an international-
ly noted artist both in the-
atre and dance. 

“... this sweet and oddly
uplifting piece is the
essence of why we Fringe:
A quiet little gem of a show,
from a talented performer
who is just the right level of
personally invested in the
work, in a perfectly sized
venue, creating an experi-

ence you would never get anywhere else.” –
Kristi Kouchakji, Cult Montreal

“ The touching, thought-provoking, inter-
active show wraps itself around the audience
like a warm hug. It’s simply unforgettable.”
– Andrea Nemetz, Chronicle Herald

“It is an expertly and intricately construct-
ed piece of theatre that engages the heart and
the head. A master-class on what an autobio-
graphical one-person show can be.”- Kate
Watson, The Coast

Where: The Cinematheque (100 Arthur
Street – ArtSpace Building, 1st floor)

When: Wednesday July 15 10pm
Thursday July 16 5:45pm
Sunday July 19 2:30pm
Monday July 20 9:15pm
Thursday July 23 7:30pm
Saturday July 25 12pm
Sunday July 26 5:45pm
Tickets are $10, $8 Seniors. For further

information check facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/events/9835785
98359385/

Annette Roman

Note to readers: As has been our custom the
past few years, we present previews of various
Fringe plays that might have a particular
appeal for Jewish audiences. While we do
receive requests from a great many Fringe
publicists to include their shows in our paper,
we try to winnow those requests down to ones
that have some sort of Jewish connection -
either in terms of theme, writers, producers,
players - you get the drift. We apologize if we
have omitted any productions that might have
fit our fairly elastic criteria. The early bird
gets the worm.
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Theater LaB Houston to present Canadian premiere
at 2015 Winnipeg Fringe Theatre Festival. 

Steven Brinberg is Simply Barbra
“He’s been doing Streisand so

long, he’s better at than she is!”
New York Times

The world’s premier Streisand
impressionist, you’ll hear her
famous songs sung LIVE, no lip-
synching, accurately portraying
Streisand’s voice and look so
authentic in his performance, with
hilarious stories as “Barbra” talks
about her life and 50 year career in
show business. Steven has per-
formed to international acclaim in
Edinburgh, London, Sydney,
Hong Kong, New York City, in
addition to touring America, he also has played extensively in England,
Ireland, Australia, Spain and Mexico and more with homage to all that
is Streisand with affection, humor and spot-on accuracy. Songs include
– People, My Man, Happy Days, Funny Girl, You Don’t Bring Me
Flowers and more. 

Brinberg writes and stars in the performance–with a voice so spot-on
that Streisand herself approves. The London Evening Standard says
Brinberg’s SIMPLY BARBRA is “scintillatingly funny, unnervingly
accurate. A touchingly true tribute to the towering talent–and ego–of
Barbra Streisand. A genuinely original show that is brilliantly scripted
and beautifully performed.”

“Absolutely Brilliant…affectionate and wickedly good.” Time Out
New York

With more than a decade experience in the business, Brinberg’s
appearances have been in increasingly high demand around the world.
He appeared regularly in symphony concerts with Marvin Hamlisch,
the Oscar-winning composer of “The Way We Were.” Hamlisch had
nothing but high praise of Brinberg’s impersonation: “When you first
hear Steven’s voice for the first brief moment you almost think, ‘My
God! Is that really her?’ It’s so captivating! Not only does he have a
wonderful take on her–not at all mean-spirited–and this ability to imi-
tate her, he also captures a lot of moments and nuances that are terrif-
ic. It was very impressive.”

The Chronic Single’s Handbook 
Fringe veteran Randy Ross provides an

unflinching look at how men feel about sex,
love, marriage, and massage parlors.

“Irredeemable”…“Deplorable”
...“Misogynistic bullshit” Broadway
Baby  (Edinburgh Fringe)

“Delightful”…“Kept the crowd
laughing”…“Makes even your most
abnormal, dysfunctional relationship
seem sane.” Watermark (Orlando
Fringe)

“Sharply funny”…“Some of life’s
tougher punch lines”…“A quality solo
show” FringeReview (Edinburgh
Fringe)

The Show: The Chronic Single’s Handbook is a one-man show by
Randy Ross about a never-married hypochondriac who travels the
world looking for the woman of his dreams. Remember Eat, Pray,
Love? This is nothing like it.

The story begins in Boston, USA, and goes astray in Greece, South
Africa, and Southeast Asia. Along the way, audiences hear the stories
“Domination for Dummies” and “One Day at The Curious Finger Body
Spa.” 

Please note: The Chronic Single’s Handbook carries content warnings
for adult situations, adult language, and more adult situations. 

The one-hour show has been featured at venues around New England
and at fringe theater festivals in Atlanta; Washington, D.C.; Orlando,
Florida; London, Ontario, and Edinburgh, Scotland.

The Writer/Performer: Randy Ross is a U.S.-based story-teller,
writer, and Web consultant. His fiction, humor, and erotica have
appeared in The Drum, Black Heart Magazine, Calliope, and other
publications. In 2007, Ross took a four-month, solo trip around the
world and learned to say in three languages: “Speak English?” “Got
Pepto-Bismol?” and “Is this the evacuation helicopter?” The Chronic
Single’s Handbook was inspired by the trip.

Venue Red River College - Roblin Centre (Venue #11, 160 Princess
Street)

Dates Seven shows: July 16, 18-21, 23, 24
Details www.winnipegfringe.com 

Stitch in Time: A Knitting Cabaret
at the Winnipeg Fringe

Excitement! Drama! Romance!
And... knitting?

A scintillating evening of the lost
knitting songs of WWI and WWII
from Canada, Britain, America and
France. Feel free to bring your knitting
(or crochet) and stitch along to these
funny, poignant, toe-tapping, needle-
clicking tunes. Come out and have a
ball! Stitch in Time presents over a
dozen historic songs, including: More
Power to Your Knitting, Nell!, The
Knitting Itch and Knocking at the
Knitting Club.

*****(Ignite FM). ****(Edmonton Sun). ‘Best musical’ 
(CBC.ca). ‘Divine voice ... Highly recommended’ 
(FringeReview.co.uk). ‘Cute, charming and funny’ 
(PlankMagazine.com).
Stitch in Time is produced by Sisterscene Theatre from Edmonton

Canada, and stars classical singer Melanie Gall. Melanie has performed
in festivals and with opera companies all over the world, including the
Semaine de la Francophonie celebrations in Argentina, Uruguay, South
Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe and Mozambique, the American Spring
Festival in the Czech Republic and she has toured her KidsFringe
show, Opera Mouse, across North America, to Algeria and Morocco.
As well, Melanie is the co-host of the popular Knitting Podcast, The
Savvy Girls Podcast (www.savvygirls.ca).

Stitch in Time will be performed at MTYP – Mainstage (2 Forks
Market Road) 

Showtimes are:
July 16 5:15 PM, July 18 12:00 PM, July 19 7:15 PM, July 20 9:45

PM
July 21 1:00 PM, July 22 2:45 PM, July 23 8:00 PM, July 24 6:15

PM, July 25 3:45 PM
Stitch in Time runs 60 minutes, and is suitable for all ages.

Canadian play still too 
controversial for Canada? 

Despite being produced all over
the world and translated into (cur-
rently) 4 languages, Canadian
Mark Leiren-Young’s SHYLOCK
is still too controversial for this
country’s main stages. “It’s funny
and sad” says John D. Huston. The
actor has performed over 50 times
in the one man show about a
Jewish actor whose villainous por-
trayal of Shakespeare’s Jewish
character Shylock, attracts protests
and controversy. 

“A passionate, bracing, witty
solo piece…riveting. Not to be
missed.” Edmonton Journal 5 stars (out of 5)

Huston’s last appearance in Winnipeg was over a decade ago in a sold
out run. For this run Huston hired Ottawa director Natalie Joy Quesnel,
whom Fringe audiences will remember from 10 years ago. “I’m very
excited to be doing the play under her direction. It feels like a new
script.”

“This play, [is] dynamically performed, demands working brain cells
and rewards them with stimulating ideas about art and censorship. 4
1/2 out of five stars” Winnipeg Sun

Previous productions at the Winnipeg Fringe generated many inter-
esting conversations with Fringe patrons. “I met one man while flyer-
ing a line up who told me he and his wife were still talking about the
play three days later. Then there was the high school student who said
she knew nothing about Shakespeare going in to the show. Now she
was reading a copy of Merchant of Venice from the library; another stu-
dent was watching a film version of the play. SHYLOCK is a very
exciting, discussion provoking script. It’s also really funny”

“An intelligent script played by an impassioned and skillful John
Huston…Relevant and riveting. 5 stars out of five .” CBC Arts Reel,
Saskatoon.

Melanie Gall

John D. Huston as Shylock
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U.S. news analysisDid you know that....? A bit more history of 
Temple Shalom from the pen of Lee Schachter z’l.

* Temple Shalom moved 5 times before they were able to purchase
the building at Grant & Wilton.

* In 1971, Beverley Cohen was the first and only woman cantor in
the city who participated in the Bar Mitzvah of one of the congrega-
tion’s members’ sons.

* In 1978, the first Temple Seder was held at the Viscount Gort, and
in 1981 it was televised by CBC.

* In 1982, a house was bought at 215 Stafford St. and was renovat-
ed to accommodate the growing congregation and the school with its
increasing enrolment.

* In 1984 Rabbi Tracy Klirs, the first woman spiritual leader of
Judaism in Canada, became the Rabbi of a surging Temple member-
ship.

* 215 Stafford became too small for the congregation, and the build-
ing at Wilton and Grant was bought. Temple Shalom had found its
home. 

“When he first toured the new premises, past president Phillip
Schachter z’l, walked into the quiet sanctuary. Looking at this pleas-
ant, peaceful room, he was surprised to find tears of joy washing down
his face.

Phillip Schachter said, “Just then I noticed that the pastor was at the
pulpit. I told him I was from Temple Shalom, who had bought the
building, and that it would still be a house of God. I was overcome.
The pastor looked at me, smiled, and said, ‘God be praised.’”

Fri. July 3 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Mary Ann Osinski.
Sat. July 4 12noon Yoga Shalom
Fri July 10 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Sherman Lang.
Sat July 11 NO YOGA SHALOM
Fri July 17 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Patrick Elazar
Sat July 18 12noon Yoga Shalom
Fri July 24 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Ruth Livingston.
Sat July 25 12noon Yoga Shalom
Fri July 31 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Seema Schachter.
Sat Aug 1 12noon Yoga Shalom
Fri Aug 7 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Phil Spevack
Sat Aug 8 12noon Yoga Shalom
Sat Aug 8 7:30pm Coffee House “Renee Lamoureux” in concert
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How should Orthodox leaders
respond to the gay marriage ruling?

By ARYE DWORKEN
NEW YORK (JTA) – My father passed away nearly 13 years ago, and

while I think about him daily, every so often there are moments when I
especially miss him.

Last week’s Supreme Court decision on same-sex marriage was one of
those moments.

You see, my father, Rabbi Steven Dworken, was the longtime profes-
sional leader of the Rabbinical Council of America, the country’s main
modern Orthodox rabbinic association, until his untimely death in 2003.

While perusing my Facebook feed after the Supreme Court decision, I
belatedly came across the RCA’s June 26 press release weighing in on the
court ruling, titled “Rabbinical Council of America Protests Supreme
Court Ruling on Same Sex Marriage.” Is this secular issue really some-
thing for which religious institutions need to issue press releases?

What would my father have done?
At the RCA, my father was not only a respected rabbi, but also held a

position with significant impact and influence on modern Orthodox
Jewry. This is not exaggeration or hyperbole. Even 12 years later, I meet
rabbis all over the world who still pine for his insight, humor and diplo-
macy as a clergy leader. He was a man with Solomonic wisdom surpassed
only by his genuine kindheartedness.

I can’t say definitively how my father would have responded to the gay
marriage decision. But I’d like to think he would have said nothing about
it because my father, a ba’al teshuvah – someone who wasn’t born
Orthodox but became religiously observant later in life – had great
respect and admiration for the many levels of observance, particularly in
an age when just about every Jew observes in his or her own distinctive
way.

But let’s say, hypothetically, he was pressured into responding. Even
though we were very close and spoke daily, I don’t know what he would
say.

One of my greatest problems with contemporary Judaism is the way we
create false narratives, presuming to know how the deceased would think
or feel. But I found myself imagining a conversation where he and I
would discuss last Friday’s truly historic ruling. I would sense his con-
flict because his care for individuals was true, and he would sense my
urge to advocate for – let’s be frank here – an oppressed group that col-
lectively yearns to be culturally accepted.

This isn’t a religious issue, I would tell him; it’s a secular one. This
country was founded on the basis of separation of religion and state,
which means that, as practicing Jews, we should have nothing to say
about this. The First Amendment isn’t necessarily an amendment with the
sole purpose of protecting religion. It defends against religious fanati-
cism; it protects the right to live with an absence of faith or belief. Let’s
tend to our own garden, I would say, not landscape the whole block.

Interesting, he would say back – or, at least, I hope he would. When my
father died, I had not fully developed my intellectualism, and most con-
versations between us weren’t so heady.

But, I imagine he’d continue, what about gay marriage being a threat to
our traditional way of life? If we acknowledge these unions as legally
binding, how will that not affect the Orthodox community?

Well, Dad, are we really so concerned about threats to our institution of
marriage? If so, why isn’t the RCA issuing press releases about divorce
and its troubling rate of frequency? Why aren’t we issuing press releases
condemning infidelity or the premarital sex crisis? Why do we perceive
the gay community as a danger to our values when that community is rel-
egated to live very much outside ours? Are we so weak in our faith that
a perceived threat – your words, not mine –outside our fortress walls
requires that we express our opposition?

The RCA press release said, “Marriage is an institution defined by the
Bible and subsequent religious codes and it is upon the foundation of tra-
ditional family life that our society has been built for millennia.”

This statement is highly problematic. The Bible also speaks about
polygamy, so our contemporary model of matrimony is not exactly based
on the Old Testament. Also, what of the forefathers’ concubines or
women captured in war, both of which are featured in the Bible?

We must acknowledge that things have changed over the years and
accept that how we define marriage now is different from how it was
once defined, especially in the Bible. That should be enough to warrant
abstaining from the debate on whether same-sex marriage should be
a legal right.

My father is thinking. He is torn. He can empathize with the dilemma
because, unlike so many years ago, the gay constituency is not hiding in
the closet. Gay men and women are sometimes sitting in our pews. We’ve
witnessed firsthand the pain associated with their denial of rights. We’ve
seen the impact of some of our leaders’ homophobic vitriol. We’ve heard
the cries from conflicted and torn men and women as they look ahead to
a painful and lonely life.

And so I ask the question for him. How do “we” deal with gay mar-
riage? How can the Orthodox community, of which I am still proudly a
part, respond to the Supreme Court ruling?



Centenarian Leonard Barsky still attending Shaarey Zedek every Shabbat
By MYRON LOVE

On Saturday, June
13, the Shaarey Zedek
Congregation cele-
brated a special birth-
day for a special indi-
vidual. For quite pos-
sibly longer than any-
one at the Shaarey
Zedek can remember,
Leonard Barsky has
been handing out the
aliyahs and serving as
usher for Shabbat and
yom tovim at the syn-
agogue.

And at the age of
100, he is still going
strong.

“I’m 100 years
young,” Barsky says.
“Outside of having to
use a walker now, I
can still manage on
my own (he lives at
the Boulton now), still
go to shul every Shabbat and still go out to lunch (at the Simkin Centre)
three times a week. My life is little impaired by age. My mind is as sharp
as ever.

“I have no problem flying either. I just got back from a trip where I cel-
ebrated my birthday with my family.”

Barsky hails from the Ukrainian town of Pavolitch. He arrived in
Winnipeg with his parents, Ben and Ethel, when he was seven. (A younger
sister and brother were born here.) His father operated a fruit store on Main
Street between Church and Machray where Len also spent his early work-
ing years in the fruit business.

During the war,Barsky served overseas – where he met and married his
first wife. (The marriage ended in divorce.) On returning to Winnipeg, he
went into life insurance sales. After retirement at 65, he went to work for a
company selling metric gauges (Canada had recently switched to metric.)
He retired permanently at 70.

Barsky began attending services at the Shaarey Zedek in the late 1960s.
“I was alone,” he says. “At the Shaarey Zedek, I found a second home and
(literally) a second family. (It was at the Shaarey Zedek that he met his sec-
ond wife, Frances, who passed away in 2006 after 32 years of marriage.)

”I will probably die at shul,” he jokes. “It’s the best place to go. Although
I wouldn’t want to upset my fellow shul-goers.”

Two of the highlights of his life were serving as a volunteer in Israel
(with Sarel, an organization that brings retirees to volunteer in Israel) in
1988 and 1991 (during the first Gulf War) – and a return to Ukraine and his
hometown about 15 years ago thanks to philanthropist Nathan Jacobson,

whose family also came from Pavolitch.
Barsky attributes his longevity to remaining active. In his 70s, he took up

speedskating again – he used to skate when he was young – and won sev-
eral national and international competitions in his age group. (He retired
from skating about 25 years ago.) 

He was also a long time cyclist, riding every day until he was 92.
“It is very important to keep active,” he says. “I try to keep active.
“But when my time comes, I will be ready.”
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Remembering the bombing of
the AMIA Jewish Community

Centre in Buenos Aires
WINNIPEG - Saturday, July 18th, 2015 marks the 21st anniversary

of the AMIA Bombing - a terrorist attack of the headquarters of the
Argentine Jewish Mutual Association in Buenos Aires. 

Cruel, deliberate, and indiscriminate, the bombing was by far the
worst terrorist act in the history of Argentina and the largest Jewish
death toll from antisemitic terrorism outside Israel since World War II.
A powerful bomb was driven through the front gates of the AMIA
building in downtown Buenos Aires. The large, seven-story building
was the headquarters of Argentina’s Jewish community. At 9:53 a.m.
the bomber detonated the bomb, leveling the building and reducing it
to rubble. It destroyed adjacent buildings and damaged apartments,
shops, and houses around the block. 

The toll: 85 murdered; over 300 wounded and the area around the
building, the heart of the traditional Jewish neighborhood, resembled a
war-torn city. Services were cut, transit rerouted, buildings propped up
with beams to avoid collapse. The irony: Jews and non-Jews alike suf-
fered from this cruel act of antisemitic terrorism.

It is widely accepted that Hezbollah masterminded and perpetrated
the act of terrorism, as it had, 2 years before, when the Israeli Embassy
in Buenos Aires had been bombed. The investigations into the AMIA
atrocity, however, have been mired in controversy and corruption. To
add to the horror, Alberto Nisman, the prosecutor who had amassed
research and information was found dead hours before he was to make
his presentation this past January.

To date, no one has been brought to justice.
The Argentinean Manitoban Association in conjunction with Jewish

Federation of Winnipeg, the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs, B’nai
Brith Canada and Congregation Shaarey Zedek will remember the vic-
tims of the AMIA terrorist bombing at a special Community-Wide
Commemoration Service on Sunday, July 19th at 6:00 p.m. in the
Berney Theatre, Asper Jewish Community Campus, 123 Doncaster
Street. All three levels of government will be represented. 

Everyone is welcome.

Barsky with sculpture he was given by
Shaarey Zedek in recognition of his 100th
birthday.



Beyond Iran and Gaza, Israel has socioeconomic worries, too
By BEN SALES

(JTA) – With news focused on Gaza, Iran and the West Bank, it can be
easy to forget that Israel has problems within its borders, too. Though
Israelis rarely do. Thankfully, we now have a 62-page booklet full of
graphs and charts to remind us.

Published last week by the Taub Center for Social Policy Studies in
Israel, a leading Israeli socioeconomic think tank, the report portrays a
country where rents are rising, income gaps are vast, bureaucratic delays
are legion and taxes are high. There’s also some good news.

Here are some takeaways about Israel’s domestic difficulties – and a few
reasons for optimism.

Israel is as unequal as the U.S.: Months before the eruption of the Occupy
Wall Street movement in New York in 2011, Israelis famously pitched tents
on Tel Aviv’s Rothschild Boulevard and held a months-long protest of
Israel’s wealth gaps and high cost of living.

And the U.S. and Israel have about the same level of income inequality,
second only to Mexico among developed countries – at least as of 2011, the
most recent year for which Taub has data. Israelis with the highest 10 per-
cent of incomes, according to the report, made almost five times as much
as those with the lowest tenth of incomes – though that gap was narrowing.

Food and housing prices have skyrocketed: There’s a reason that Israel’s
new finance minister, Moshe Kahlon, centered his electoral campaign on
housing reform. Real estate prices had risen nearly 60 percent in real dol-
lars since 2008, with a slightly lower increase in rent prices. Part of the
fault, the report says, lies with Israel’s bureaucracy: It takes 13 years to get
new construction approved in Israel, as opposed to a few months in the
European Union.

In 2005, meanwhile, food prices in Israel were 16 percent lower than the
average among countries in the Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development, but by 2015 they had become 19 percent higher.

All sectors of Israelis – from haredim to Arabs – spend more than they
make: It’s common for Israelis to gripe about “living in minus” – that is,
with a negative bank account balance. Turns out, it’s a problem that cuts
across population groups. Haredi Orthodox Jews’ expenses, on average, are
33 percent higher than their incomes, while for Muslims, the figure is 20
percent. Even non-haredi Jews, Israel’s most affluent sector, spend 4 per-
cent more than they earn.

Israel has a big “shadow economy” – and taxes are to blame: Israel’s
shadow economy, the portion of business that stays hidden from taxes and
regulation, makes up about a fifth of Israel’s GDP. The blame, according to
the report, lies with the high tax burden Israel places on small businesses.
Israel taxes small businesses at an effective rate of nearly 58 percent – 6
percentage points higher than the OECD average.

Israel’s spending more on education – but it lags in dollars per student:
Nearly 11 percent of Israel’s total government budget is dedicated to edu-
cation – a number that has risen in recent years.

But in terms of dollars per student, Israel lags behind the OECD, most-
ly because Israel has more children than most OECD countries. And class-
rooms are crowded: An average Israeli classroom has 28 students, as
opposed to the OECD average of 21.

But more Israeli students are qualifying for college, and fewer are failing:
In 2007, 46.3 percent of students passed Israel’s matriculation exam, a nec-
essary prerequisite to enter college. 

By 2013, that number was 53.4 percent. And in 2006, 5.2 percent of
Israeli students scored within the highest levels of the PISA, an interna-
tional standardized test, while 36 percent performed poorly. 

By 2012, the percentage of “outstanding” students was up to 5.8, while
the “weak” student rate fell to about 29 percent. The future, at least, is look-
ing a little brighter. 
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Analysis/Israel news

Canada and Israel to fund joint
biomedical research

Posted on July 2, 2015 by JNS.org.
(JNS.org) Canadian Finance Minister Joe Oliver announced that his

country is teaming up with Israel on the new Canada-Israel Health
Research Program, a seven-year program expected to cost $35 million
that will fund as many as 30 joint research projects in biomedicine. The
initiative will start with a focus on neuroscience. 

The program is a partnership between Israel’s Azrieli Foundation,
Canada’s International Development Research Centre, the Canadian
Institutes of Health Research, and the Israel Science Foundation. Projects
funded by the program will include collaborations among trainee
researchers from middle-income and low-income countries in order to
promote those nations’ scientific capacity.

“Canada and Israel are renowned for excellence in health research, par-
ticularly in the neurosciences,” Oliver said, Yedioth Ahronoth reported.
“The Canada-Israel Health Research Program harnesses the collective
energies of our two great nations to pursue basic biomedical research
aimed at improving health outcomes for Canadians, Israelis, and people
throughout the world. I am pleased to note that researchers in developing
countries will have an opportunity to contribute to these research endeav-
ors as well.”

Oliver’s announcement, made on behalf of Canadian Health Minister
Rona Ambrose, was joined by Israeli Ambassador to Canada Rafael
Barak; Dr. Naomi Azrieli, chair and CEO of the Azrieli Foundation; Dr.
Jean Lebel, president of Canada’s International Development Research
Centre; and Dr. Alain Beaudet, president of the Canadian Institutes of
Health Research.
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Sports

What a difference a year makes; just ask Simmonds and Pillar 
When I last spoke

with distance runner
Reesa Simmonds in
2014 she had just, at
age 29, completed the
Full Marathon for
Women and finished
third in a time of
3:11:47.

The former “Jewish
Athlete of the Year” finalist in 2011, who is a
Grant Park High School graduate, began run-
ning in sixth grade in 1996 while attending the
Brock Corydon Hebrew Bilingual program. Her
first Manitoba Marathon in 2010 saw her -
counting male runners’ times too - go the dis-
tance and finishing sixth overall.

Now 30, she appears to have improved with
age and on June 22nd she finished a solid sec-
ond (in 3:04:32.1) behind the winner, Heather
McGill of Grand Forks, ND who timed at
2:54:29.9. Reesa was approximately 13 seconds
ahead of fthe  third-place finisher, Montreal’s
Pascale Berthiaume.

What is even more remarkable about Reesa,
who is the daughter of Tauba and Fred, is that I
learned back in 2014 that getting in touch with
her was on a par with locating the Loch Ness
Monster and the Abominable Snowman in a
blizzard.

You see, the speedster who had never
belonged to a running club, would run back and
forth from her South Winnipeg residence to the
Health Sciences Center and added a long run on
week-ends regardless of the weather.

What was preoccupying Reesa? She was
studying and practising diligently to become a
medical doctor. Days after I spoke with her a
year ago her official name had become Doctor
Reesa Simmonds.

Her rookie year, so to speak, was to be spent in
Northern Manitoba at The Pas where she is an
emergency doctor.

Then there is Kevin Pillar, 26, of the Toronto
Blue Jays, a centre fielder who, on the surface,
appears to have little in common with Reesa
Simmonds other than the fact that both are of the
Jewish persuasion, are superb athletes in their
own right, are capable of making calls and saves
of an entirely different nature and have, in the
past year managed, despite immense pressure
and subsequent stress, to blossom in their poten-
tially lucrative professions.

In the spring of 2014 there must have been
times when Pillar pondered and had doubts as to
whether the Great American Pastime was a real-
istic choice. Kevin was an All-American in col-
lege He set the NCCA Division 11 record with a
54-game hitting streak (Think Joe DiMaggio) in
2010 and established his school’s all-time record
with a career batting average of .367. In 2011
Kevin was drafted by the Blue Jays in the 32nd
round (979th overall).

That year the young Californian batted .347
and won the Appalachian League batting title in
his first minor league season. The following year
saw Pillar hit .323 while stealing 51 bases and
being named the Midwest League MVP. He
made his major league debut with the Blue Jays
in August of 2013, when he had only a brief taste
under the big top and, in 40 at bats, hit only .225
in 26 games.

Kevin began 2014 in AAA with the Buffalo
Bisons, where he led the league in doubles while
batting an impressive .323 and was voted to the
post-season International league’s first all-star
team.

Most of his season was spent in AAA and he
went to the plate in only 53 games in Toronto
primarily because of an attitudinal problem with
the team’s coaches. His .267 BA was considered
too small a sample size to actually assess his true

capabilities with only 116 at bats.
The good times began to roll in 2015 when

injuries hit the Blue Jays and Pillar became the
regular centre fielder. As of early July it isn’t
likely that anyone could permanently dislodge
him. He is probably one of the top three or four
outfielders in the majors today, as time and time
again he robs opposing players of hits with his
spectacular catches.

The six foot and 205 lb. slugger’s plate appear-
ances are also impressive. With close to 300 at
bats Kevin is now hitting .275, and has hit six
home runs, to go along with his 15 doubles and
35 RBI. 

And so, as 2014 turned to 2015, both
Simmonds and Pillar have shown that an all-out
effort on both their parts, whether it be in The
Pas, Manitoba or Buffalo, N.Y., may eventually
reap untold dividends.

What a difference a year makes for the
admirable pair!
POST PATTER:

Cleveland Indians’ second sacker Jason Kipnis
is having an exceptional season despite the fact
that his team is lagging far behind in the stand-
ings.

For some time now it was accepted by some
that he was of the Jewish persuasion. I learned
recently however that Jason, who is hitting .346
in 306 at bats and has amassed 26 doubles, 4
triples, 6 homers and has an on-base-percentage
of .420, has a Jewish father but is a practising
Catholic.

I also learned from Californian sports maven
deluxe, Ephraim Moxson, that hockey’s Joel
Reichlicz, a well known tough guy who has
played mainly in the minors but has seem limit-
ed NHL action, is not Jewish. My sources indi-
cated that Joel was a member of the tribe. Take
Ephraim’s word for it. He also shared that part-
time NHL defenceman, Jonathan Blum, will
have to be removed from my annual “Jews in
Pro Hockey” pieces. In short, Ephraim wrote: “I
actually fact checked with the Blum family.”

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hockey

for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.
Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news

about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia
Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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Toronto Blue Jays’ center fielder 
Kevin Pillar

Marathon runner Reesa Simmonds

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net
All obituaries in The Jewish Post & News are

also posted to our website at
http://www.jewishpostandnews.ca.

There is no extra charge for this service.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JULY  8

SONIA BERLINER
Sonia Berliner passed away on Sunday, June 7, 2015

with her daughter Elaine by her side.
She is survived by her two daughters Elaine and

Betty, and her brother Norman. She was predeceased
by her husband Morris, who she missed terribly. She
was also predeceased by her five siblings and infant
daughter.

 Funeral was held at Etz Chayim Synagogue, Tues-
day, June 9. Condolence meal followed at the Gwen
Sector, 1588 Main St.

Thank you for the wonderful care at the Victoria
Hospital, also to the Simkin Centre.

Donations to a charity of your choice.

DAVE SINGER
Dave Singer passed away peacefully at the age of 101

on April 27, 2015. He was predeceased by his wife,
Anne, parents, Louis & Esther, brothers, Harry, Nathan
and Charlie and sisters, Annie and Ethel.

Dave was born on a farm in Ratcliffe, Saskatchewan
in 1913. He grew up there, riding a horse to school.
Eventually he worked fulltime alongside his parents.
Once his parents left the farm in the late 30’s, Dave
assumed control. He farmed during the spring, summer
and fall and spent his winters in Winnipeg. There he
met his future wife, Anne and, after a whirlwind
courtship, married her in April of 1940 and immedi-
ately took her to Ratcliffe. Together they worked there
until 1946 when they moved permanently to Winni-
peg. Never one to shirk hard work, Dave had an
entrepreneurial spirit and ran many small businesses to
support his young family. He was the sole owner of
Carter grocery store, Fruit Row Lunch on Ellen Street
and Hart Lunch on Fort Street and finally turned to the
scrap metal business in his later years. Dave was adept
at repairing anything and always made himself avail-
able to fix small appliances, lawn mowers or cars for
neighbours, friends and relatives. Dave and Anne were
married for 66 years and were devoted to each other.
They always helped each other in life whether it was
working in Dave’s businesses or with the household
chores. Dave became adept at cooking and in Anne’s
last years was her devoted caregiver.

Left to mourn are his sons, Earl (Mimi) and Herb
(Myrna), grandchildren Leslie (Sheldon Glow), Marnie
(Darren Law), Sheryl (Kevin Segall), Fay-Lynn (Eric
Muraven), Marla (Adam Levene), Marshall (Rebecca
Greenberg), great grandchildren Josh and Sari Glow,
Justin and Hayden Segall, Zachary and Hannah
Muraven, Ethan and Annie Levene. Dave always
bounced his grandchildren on his knees while he sang
to them. In his later years, his great grandchildren
provided a twinkle in his eye when they visited with
him.

The family is grateful to the staff at the Simkin
Centre who cared for Dave with compassion and
dignity during the years he resided there and especially
at the time of his passing.

We invite family and friends to attend the unveiling
of a monument in loving memory of

JOSEPH GILFIX
Dad passed away on Friday, August 29, 2014 (3 Elul)

in his 98th year. He was the beloved husband of Betty,
for over 65 years and father of Brian (Eleanor) and
Debby (Brian). He was predeceased by his three broth-
ers and sister. He is sadly missed by his four grandchil-
dren and five great-grandchildren.

Dad was born and grew up in the storied North End
of Winnipeg. Except during his military service in the
Second World War when he was posted to other parts
of Canada, he lived his entire life in Winnipeg. Dad
continued to work into his 80’s. He and Mom lived for
63 years in their first house before both moved together
to the Simkin Centre. Dad continued to do what he
liked to do best right until the last week of his life: tell
stories of his life and experiences and keep people of all
ages enthralled.

“Who may dwell on your holy mountain?
One who …speaks the truth from his heart.”

The unveiling of a monument will take place on
Sunday, July 12, 2015 at 11:30 a.m. at the Bnay
Abraham Cemetery, 4639 Main Street.

Unveiling

The family of the late

BELLA ANTEL
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, July19, 2015
at 11:30 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RUTH MIRIAM

(BABS) ASPER
who passed away

July 30, 2011
28 Days in Tammuz

— Forever in our hearts and
still deeply missed by her
children, grandchildren,
family and many friends.

12th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ZIONA BELLAN
who passed away

July 23, 2003
23 Days in Tammuz

—Ever remembered by your
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH

BRODSKY
who passed away

July 26, 1978
21 Days in Tammuz

— Always remembered by his
family.

24th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

DORIS

GRUSKO
who passed away

July 5, 1991
26 Days in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

ALBERT RUTMAN
Sadly, the family of

Albert Rutman (Al), born
November 18, 1928, of
Winnipeg announces his
passing on June 8, 2015,
at the Simkin Centre. The
family appreciates the
care that Al received from
the staff at the Centre.

Albert was the much
loved husband of Rose
(Cookie) and father to
Ray and wife Linda,
Sondra and husband
Jason, and Fred, and
grandfather to Leah (Dan)

and Evan (Kristen) and Shael and Zane. Also grieving
his loss are his sisters Cecile Meyrowitz (Sam, de-
ceased) and Bernice Burko (Chilo, deceased), along
with his many nieces and nephews and great nieces and
great nephews, with whom he had a special bond.
Albert was predeceased by his parents, Esther and
Sam.

Albert lived a life filled with many friends, playing
bridge and golfing and gladly helping whoever and
whenever he could. For 30 years, he was a Sales
Representative employed by the London Life Insur-
ance Company. In spite of suffering through many
health problems, he always had a smile and a joke for
everyone he met.

Funeral services were held at Etz Chayim Syna-
gogue on June 10, with interment at Shaarey Zedek
Cemetery. If desired, donations in his name may be
made to the Canadian Museum of Human Rights, or
any charity of your choice. Albert will be loved and
remembered by all his family and friends.

Deadline
for the
July 22
issue of

The Jewish
Post & News

is
noon

Thursday,
July 16
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JULY  15

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEATRICE

KARP
loving wife and mother

who passed away
July 16, 2001

25 Days in Tammuz
— Always remembered and
sadly missed.

In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SLATEON

NOAL MORRY
who passed away

July 12, 1993
23 Days in Tammuz

— Always loved & forever
missed. Mom, Barry, Roxan,
Elia, Baba & Zaida Gindin,
family & friends.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MARION (MERIL)

MOZART
who passed away

July 3, 2002
23 Days in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ESTHER

OFFMAN
who passed away

July 27, 2008
24 days in Tamuz

Wonderful memories
keep you forever near.
— Forever loved and
remembered by her children
Sarah and Jack,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JOE RISSIN
who passed away

June 30, 2013
22 days in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife,
children, grandchildren,
sister,  family and friends.

In Memoriam

21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SHAUNA

SENENSKY
who passed away

July 7, 1994
28 Days in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID

BORODITSKY
who passed away
August 4, 1992

5 Days in Av, 5752
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SANDRA
FORSTER
(of Montreal)
who passed away
August 7, 1997

4 days in Av
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by her children,
grandchildren, relatives and
friends.

25th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY GOLUB
who passed away
July 27th, 1990

5 Days in Av
Our hearts still ache with
sadness
and silent tears still flow
and what it means to lose you,
no one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM

GOOT
who passed away

July 9, 1975
1 Day in Av

— Ever remembered by
Francie and Beverley.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

TEENIE

HERSHFIELD
who passed away
August 11, 2005

6 days in Av
— Lovingly remembered by
her family.

We remember our Dad
SAM HONIGMAN

Who passed away
July 30th, 1995

3 days in Av, 5755
We remember how special you
were - how devoted, loving,
lively and fun you were. In our
hearts you will always be with
us, guiding us, protecting us
and giving us the strength to
go on. From generation to
generation and strength to
strength. Dad. we will always
miss you and love you.

— Brenda and Archie

20th Yahrzeit In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL

JARNIEWSKI
who passed away

July 10, 1983
29 Tammuz

— Forever loved and sadly
missed by his family.

In loving memory of

SHARNA

KARLINSKY
who passed away

July 22, 2009
1st Day of Av

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren and
sister.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SIMMA

KRAITBERG
who passed away

July 23, 2012
5 Days in Av

It’s been three years
Since you’ve been gone
The sun still shines
And life goes on
But you are greatly missed
— Love, Hy, Neil, Sharna,
Bella, Rob, Hannah, Sheera,
Noah & Zoe.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JAKOB LEWIN
who passed away
August 3, 2003

6 days in Av
— Missed by  son Viktor,  grandchildren Brianne and Eli and
family.

12th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our beloved parents and grandparents

MAX MANDEL
who passed away
August 11, 1980
29 Days in Av

DORIS MANDEL
who passed away
August 7, 1986
2 Days in Av

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.
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In loving memory of

SOLOMON

WEISS
who passed away
August 15, 1954
14 Days in Av

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CELIA

WEISS
who passed away

July 16, 1985
27 days in Tammuz

— Always in our hearts and forever remembered by your son Leo,
daughter-in-law Evelyn, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

30th Yahrzeit61st Yahrzeit

DR. RUVIN

LYONS
who passed away
August 5, 1992
6 Days in Av

23rd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

6th Yahrzeit

— Missed by all who knew and loved them especially their
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

EDITH

LYONS
who passed away

July 26, 2009
5 Days in Av

In loving memory of

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children Bill and
Gary; Bryan and Susan and their children Baillie, Sarry and
Julie.

BEA KLEIN
who passed away
August 30, 2001
11 Days in Elul

HARRY KLEIN
who passed away

July 22, 1982
2 Days in Av

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

Michael Oren wanted Obama to credit Israeli
rescuers in Haiti – before they arrived

By RON KAMPEAS
(JTA) – It’s a com-

pelling hero-takes-
the-fall narrative:
Valiant little country
takes the lead in res-
cuing a battered peo-
ple and gets snubbed
when it’s time for
kudos.

It’s the picture that
Michael Oren, the for-
mer Israeli ambas-
sador to the U.S.,
paints of Israel’s 2010
Haiti rescue operation
in “Ally,” his book
excoriating President
Barack Obama’s
treatment of Israel. 

Haiti’s devastating
7.0 magnitude earth-
quake, which struck
outside the capital,
Port-au-Prince, and killed hundreds of thousands
(though the official death toll is disputed) comes
at a pivotal moment in the book, when Oren
believes the U.S.-Israel relationship is on a
downward trajectory.

There’s a problem, though: Except for the part
about the uncommon valor of Israeli rescuers,
none of it appears to be based on anything that
actually happened.

The passage appears on pages 132-133, in a
section punningly headlined “Tremors” and that
describes tensions over Israeli-Palestinian peace,
“as the White House and the Prime Minister’s
Office pitched toward collision”:

“My foreboding only deepened on January 15,
when Obama issued an official statement on
Haiti. ‘Help continues to flow in, not just from
the United States but from Brazil, Mexico,
Canada, France, Colombia, and the Dominican
Republic,’ the president declared. 

Omitted from the list was Israel, the first state
to arrive in Haiti and the first to reach the disas-
ter fully prepared. I heard the president’s words
and felt like I had been kicked in the chest.”

• Israel was not “the first state to arrive in
Haiti.” Israel arrived on the evening of Jan. 15.
According to this CNN timeline, the United
States, Iceland, Canada, Spain, China,
Argentina, Cuba and Brazil had rescue teams in
place by Jan. 13 and 14. 

The Dominican Republic was first. I’m also
not sure what Oren means about Israel being the
first to reach the disaster “fully prepared.”

According to the CNN timeline, an Argentine
field hospital had treated 800 people by Jan. 13.
Amos Radian, the Israeli ambassador to the
Dominican Republic whose responsibility
included Haiti, said in an interview that the
Israeli hospital, launched Saturday, was the first
among those countries sending teams in. The
Argentine hospital was already in place.

• Obama delivered his remarks between 1:08
and 1:14 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 15. The Israeli res-
cue teams arrived on Jan. 15 – in the evening,
according to Walla News and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. 

And, according to multiple news sources,
including JTA, the Israeli army’s field hospital
was not set up set up before Saturday morning,
Jan. 16.

So why would Oren have “felt kicked in the
chest”? Israelis did not rescue or treat a single

Haitian until after Obama delivered his remarks.
Radian and a small Israeli advance team were on
the ground prior to the speech, but there was no
Israeli rescue or medical team in place when he
spoke. What would have led Obama to cite Israel
that Friday afternoon? 

Dozens of countries had pledged assistance to
Haiti, in addition to the seven cited by Obama –
should he have mentioned all of them? 

The countries he mentioned all have long-
standing relationships with Haiti by dint of being
neighbors, or because of a post-colonial relation-
ship (France) and a substantial Haitian Diaspora
(Canada). Why would Israel be in that group?

• Finally, Obama did nod to the broader effort
– but the clause ending his sentence applauding
the seven countries, “among others,” is dropped
from Oren’s text.

I asked Oren’s aides and his publisher about
the Haiti anomaly. I got a one-sentence reply
from the publisher: “Penguin Random House
does not comment on its editorial and vetting
processes.”

I don’t doubt Oren felt “kicked in the chest,” as
he describes it – it’s just that I can’t help but
wonder why. An explanation would be relevant
to understanding how he arrived at his thesis that
Obama deliberately created daylight with Israel,
which others have challenged.

The Haiti episode has already been picked up
in columns in the New York Post and The New
York Jewish Week; it is a potent tale.

Incidentally, at least two others berated Obama
within weeks of the earthquake based on the
same erroneous premise: Martin Peretz in his
column then carried by The New Republic, and
the Zionist Organization of America, which cited
Peretz.

I asked Peretz what led him to his conclusion
that Obama was snubbing Israel. I also asked
him if he and Oren had spoken in real time about
the purported snub.

Peretz said he did not consult with Oren at the
time, and he cited a CNN report describing
American embarrassment at the relative efficacy
of the Israeli operation and another in the
Christian Science Monitor noting that Israel sent
the team on Jan. 14.

Which is true, and verifiable in this Foreign
Ministry release, but beside the point. The team
did not land until after Obama spoke and was not
in operation until the next day.

Israeli rescuers arrived in Haiti on the evening of Jan. 15, 2010, hours
after Obama spoke. Photo from Jan. 17. (IDF
Spokesperson/FLASH90)
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Spoilers alert: Six guys to watch the day after an Iran deal
By RON KAMPEAS

WASHINGTON (JTA) – A nuclear deal between Iran and the major
world powers is due to be finalized by July 7. Until now, critics of the
emerging deal have argued that it’s bad, getting worse, but it could be
improved. Once negotiators on both sides come up with a final deal, the
skeptics will have to decide whether and how to oppose it.

Here are six figures to watch once the deal is done:

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
“This agreement is going from a bad

agreement to a worse agreement, and is
becoming worse by the day,” the Israeli
prime minister said Junje 28 when he
met with his Cabinet just two days before
the original deal deadline, June 30.

So once it’s signed, sealed and deliv-
ered, he’s going to do his best to foil it,
right? He might want to, but his options
are limited. It wouldn't be unprecedented
for Israel to take military action without
consulting the United States. In
1981, Israel struck the Osirak nuclear site
in Iraq without warning the United
States. Then, as now, the Israeli prime
minister and the American president did not get along. But Iran’s nuclear
program is more diverse, spread across the country and better reinforced
than was Saddam Hussein’s program (partly to defend against an Osirak-
like Israeli attack). A strike could be counterproductive.

Israel’s military establishment is known to have resisted a preemptive
strike in the past, when Netanyahu and Ehud Barak, then the defense min-
ister, advanced the prospect between 2009 and 2011. While Netanyahu may
then have argued in favor of a strike, he also has a reputation for caution
when it comes to waging war. In 2012 and last year, he resisted pressure
from his Cabinet to strike back against rocket attacks in the Gaza Strip until
he believed there were no other options.

There is still at least one other option for Netanyahu: Persuade Congress
to nix the deal, which it is entitled to do under legislation passed earlier this
year. Such a turn of events would not be unthinkable, but it would place a
foreign leader in direct conflict with a sitting U.S. president in a domestic
political arena. Like that's never happened.

Howard Kohr, AIPAC’s executive director
Kohr will likely be gathered with his

aides and poring over the agreement as
soon as it hits the Internet, and maybe
before. The American Israel Public
Affairs Committee has been circulating a
five-point sheet outlining what it would
consider a good deal.

The emerging deal appears to satisfy
the first three of AIPAC’s criteria: access
for inspectors, access to past information
on Iran’s nuclear weapons development,
and sanctions relief tied to Iranian com-
pliance. Harder to abide by will be
AIPAC’s condition No. 4, rejecting the
10-15 year time limit for deal compli-
ance, and No. 5, the dismantlement of
Iran’s nuclear infrastructure.

Kohr could decide to rally opposition to the president; he has taken on
presidents before. He famously engineered the passage in 1995 of a U.S.
law recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, to the ire of then President
Bill Clinton as well as then-Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin.

What might prove more vexing is losing Democrats in Congress.
President Obama, in his final stretch, is entering into hallowed territory
with the party’s base, with his soaring speeches about race, efforts to
increase wages, and Supreme Court victories preserving his signature
health care law and expanding marriage equality to all 50 states. It will be
hard under these circumstances for Democrats to nix a deal that majorities
in the party already believe is good enough.

Making the process more fraught is the possibility that the deal will face
two votes: First a vote on the deal, which Republican majorities in both
chambers could very well reject, and another to override Obama’s
promised veto of that vote. 

Getting to the two-thirds threshold to override a presidential veto is much
less likely than winning simple majorities. Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., the
can’t-be-defied Democratic leader in the House, already has aligned herself
with the deal’s backers.

AIPAC’s byword since its inception has been bipartisanship, and the lobby
in recent years has fiercely resisted efforts by some major Jewish persons of
influence (Hello, Sheldon Adelson) to agree to back initiatives that would
align AIPAC almost wholly with Republicans, even in the Iran arena.

Sen. Ben Cardin (D-Md.)
Once upon a time the go-to Democrat for

Iran skepticism was Sen. Robert Menendez
(D-N.J.), but his legal difficulties have gut-
ted his influence, for now, within the party’s
Senate caucus.

Iran deal hyper-skeptics like the Emergency
Committee for Israel think the guy to con-
vince now is Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.),
who had a fondness for noting that his name
means "shomer, guardian of Israel.” Yes, he
is the highest-ranking Jewish senator.

But here’s the thing. I’ve attended briefin-
gs with Menendez and Schumer. 

They tend to shout. Cardin tends to speak
loudly enough to be heard, but he also con-
siders all options carefully before making a
decision.

That’s one of the reasons he is now the senior Democrat on the Senate’s
Foreign Relations Committee, and one of the reasons fellow Democrats
– especially his fellow nine Jews in the caucus – are likely to look to him
to decide how to vote.

Cardin’s voice was key in shepherding the law that mandated a congres-
sional up-or-down vote on the deal, but he also made his support condi-
tional on stripping out of the bill any conditions that would preemptively
shape the nuclear deal between the United States and Iran.

That keeps him from being tied down to any narrow conception of what
a deal should look like.

Saudi King Salman and Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al Sisi
It’s a kfamiliar cry: If Iran achieves

nuclear capability, everyone’s going to want
nuclear capability. Egypt sought it in the dis-
tant past, and Saudi Arabia, Iran’s chief rival
for leadership of the Muslim world, will
want in as well.

Both Egypt’s and Saudi Arabia’s leaders
are relatively untested. Salman ascended to
the throne in January and Sisi has been in
office barely a year (as a chief of Egypt’s
military, Sisi ousted Egypt’s democratically
elected president, Mohamed Morsi of the
Muslim Brotherhood, a year earlier).

Both Sisi and Salman are skeptics of a
U.S-Iran deal. Salman blew off an Obama
invite for May meant to formulate a post-
deal strategy with America’s Arab allies. Sisi
was said to be behind an Arab League call in
March to set up a combined Arab moderate
force to counter Iran and the Islamic State.
He is wary of Iran spreading its hegemony in
the Persian Gulf. “The security of the Gulf is
for Egypt a red line,” he told Fox News in
March.

They are also on edge: Saudi Arabia is tak-
ing on the Iran-backed Houthis in neighbor-
ing Yemen and facing down ISIS terrorist
attacks at home. Sisi’s own ISIS problem
horrifically intensified on Wednesday with coor-
dinated attacks by groups in the Sinai that
killed dozens of Egyptian police.

Yet the instability may pull the Saudis and
the Egyptians from disrupting the Iran deal, for now, especially given to the
degree that each country relies on U.S. backing.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
Iran’s Supreme Leader could be the deal’s

supreme spoiler. All he has to do is just say
no. Unlike in the United States, adherence to
the deal in Iran may be decided by a single
man.

Will the mullah abide? On the one
hand, the red lines he set down last
week depart radically from the interim
agreement produced in April and make
AIPAC’s memo look like the sheet music to
Kumbaya.

On the other hand, Khamenei has, virtual-
ly in the same breath, made clear he trusts
the moderates who are leading the negotia-
tions more than he does the extremists.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei

Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah Al Sisi

Saudi King Salman

Sen. Ben Cardin 
(D-Md.)

Howard Kohr,
AIPAC’s executive director

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu



Mameloshen had diverse entertainment this year
By BERNIE BELLAN

Things were a little different for Mameloshen
this year. Instead of spreading out the shows over
a two-week period, as has been the past custom,
due to difficulties in obtaining the Art Gallery
Auditorium on the preferred dates, there were two
shows in three days (June 22 and 24), with the
third show five days later – on June 29.

As a result, while the first show, featuring
Grade 4 students from the Gray Academy along
with the brother-sister act of Jerry and Debby
Maslowsky, was sold out, the second show, fea-
turing Zalman Mlotek, was more poorly attended.

The final show though, with star of stage and
screen Theresa Tova, accompanied by Matt
Herskovitz on piano, was again well attended.

The show starring the Maslowskys was certainly expected to be a
crowd favourite, featuring as it did not only kids from the Gray Academy
(who always draw a large number of parents, along with bubbies and
zaides), it showcased the musical and comedic talents of arguably
Winnipeg’s most famous brother-sister performing act. 

Jerry and Debby are masters of timing – and, with a smart combina-
tion of old Yiddish favourites, interspersed with the occasional English
ditty, they had the members of the audience eating out of their hands.
Their song about how many times their names get mangled – be it
Maslowsky or even Jerry or Debby, was quite hilarious. (You can watch
a montage of the Maslowsky’s songs from June 24 on our website jew-
ishpostandnews.ca, under the video category.)

While I didn’t attend the Zalman Mlotek concert, by all accounts, he

was masterful in dedicating his performance,
which also featured his own children, to his
late mother Chana. 

The final show of the three saw Theresa
Tova provide a combination of singing and
storytelling, along with some brilliant piano
playing by Matt Herskovitz (who was fresh
off performing at Carnegie Hall, Tova told
the audience).  Tova has an affection for all
things Yiddish, which she clearly demon-
strated as she paid homage to some of the
great Yiddish songwriters of the 20th

Century. One of the show’s highlights was
her Yiddish version of the Cole Porter song

“Night and Day”.  Tova’s jazzy syncopation lent itself well to that par-
ticular number – which you can also watch on our website. Pay particu-
lar attention to Herskovitz’s brilliant piano playing – he was worth the
price of admission alone.

Once again credit for putting on Mameloshen has to go to the two indi-
viduals who have played key roles over the past eight years. (Although
this was the seventh Mameloshen, it did miss being produced one year.)
Those two are Laurie Mainster who, as he approaches his 90th birthday
– and keeps saying that this is his very last venture, has played as vital a
role in keeping Yiddish alive in this city as anyone; along with Tamar
Barr who, even though she has constantly added to her workload now
that she is Assistant Executive Director of the Rady JCC, continues to
insure that all the cultural programming first begun under her watch at
the Rady remains a solid part of our community’s heritage.
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Gray Academy Grade 4  choir performing at
Mameloshen June 22
(Keith Levit photo)

“Night Watching”
Méira Cook’s second novel an astonishing mix of pleasure and pain

Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN
I read “Nightwatching” in one long gulp

– beginning this past Friday evening and
grabbing every spare moment I had over
the ensuing three days to finish reading
this marvelous novel so that I could write
a review in time for our July 8 issue.

Méira Cook is a multi-talented poet and
novelist, hailing originally from South
Africa, who has now made Winnipeg her
home. 

As I noted in a December, 2012 story
profiling her back then, “She told me that
she grew up in a middle-class Jewish family in a Johannesburg suburb in
the 1970’s and 80’s where, like almost every other white family, black ser-
vants were part of the family’s life. (Méira, in fact, is named for her late
grandfather, Meyer, she tells me.) Language was always a very important
factor in her early childhood, she notes. Like so many other Jewish fami-
lies of Eastern European descent, Yiddish was spoken primarily by her
grandparents, and Méira’s first memory of language was the cursing for
which Yiddish is so famous. When it comes to describing the atmosphere in
her home that imbued her with such a flair for language herself, Méira says
that she “grew up with the ‘snap and crackle’ of language”, whether it was
spoken by whites or blacks. “Language,” she says, “permeated both
worlds.”

And it is the language of “Night Watching” that grabs you from the very
first sentence. As you begin to read the story – set in an unnamed town in
South Africa some time in the 1970s, the rhythm of Cook’s poetic descrip-
tions sets a scene that is almost magical in its vividness.

Much like her first novel, “The House on Sugarbush Road”, “Night
Watching” deals with relationships between blacks and whites in the for-
mer Apartheid-ridden South Africa, but there is no political orientation to
the storyline.

Instead, we are introduced to a cast of characters, beginning with 11-year-old
Ruthie Blackburn, a gangly girl who just can’t come to terms with her sudden
growth spurt. Ruthie is a troubled child – and there’s a strong sense of fore-
boding surrounding her. (If you had read “The House on Sugarbush Road” you
would know that Cook is expert at sudden deviations from a placid calm into
horrific violence – then back again as if nothing much had happened.)

Set in a torrid summer – and this would make for an excellent summer
read, especially on a hot day when you can practically taste the dust in the
South African air – Ruthie has a penchant for sneaking out at night on her
bicycle and spying on anyone and everyone as she skulks about.

Her widowed father – a decent man by the name of Lionel Blackburn,
seems the model of stolid appropriateness, until one day he comes home
with two guests, a brother and sister whom Ruthie finds both fascinating
but somewhat upsetting.

So, too, does the household’s “ousie” housemaid, Miriam – a model of

strength similar to a character whom we
also met in “The House on Sugarbush
Road”. 

Miriam retains her dignity throughout,
no matter how much she may resent the
relationships between white employers
and black servants that was the norm in
South Africa (and may still be the norm
– I’d love to see Cook write about con-
temporary South Africa some day to see
whether things have really changed all
that much.)

The languid pace of the novel is mis-
leading. As I’ve noted, Ruthie’s quite
schizoid thought patterns leave the read-
er on edge – especially the manner in
which she torments eight-year-old Sip,
the next door gardener’s little boy who
has an obsession with Ruthie. Sip’s total
innocence is set in juxtaposition to

Ruthie’s malevolently sadistic treatment of him.
Here is how Cook describes Sip at one point: “Sip was sitting under the

thorn tree by the abandoned water reservoir. He had come in search of his
Ruthie, propelled by a queasy mixture of love and restlessness. Love ticked
within him as steadily as the hour hand around which the restless minute
hand of a kitchen clock revolved in tight, overlapping circles. The world
shimmered and pulsed with heat, and still Sip sat trying to remember what
had confounded him…”

Every line of Cook’s writing exudes a magical facility with language.
Yet, as enchanting as “The House on Sugarbush Road” was (and it did
receive the 2013 McNally Robinson Book of the Year Award), “Night
Watching” is quite a bit more accessible. There is no moving back and forth
in the more recent novel between different settings, unlike her first novel,
which contained a host of characters whose names were often difficult to
keep track of. Instead, the action takes place over a short period of time in
one isolated town and the relatively few characters are all well established
in one’s mind by the book’s end.

Horrified as I was by the violent ending of “The House on Sugarbush
Road” I was bracing myself for a similar result in “Night Watching”. I
won’t spoil anything by divulging whether there was a similar climax in
this book, but the novel does read like a well-thought-out mystery in so
many respects.

Méira Cook is a writer of incredible virtuosity. If, as she told me a cou-
ple of years ago, she “writes and rewrites until she is satisfied with the fin-
ished product”, her ability to combine poetic language with riveting story-
telling is a testament to her discipline. One can only look forward to the
next novel that Cook might be contemplating – and anticipate her winning
yet another Book of the Year Award for “Night Watching”.

Méira Cook



Is Stephen Harper more liberal than Barack Obama?
In the May 13th edition of The Jewish Post &

News, Mr. Bernie Bellan, the esteemed Editor,
essentially labelled me as a Jewish right-winger
in response to my “diatribe” about Pres.
Obama’s lavish golf weekends in the face of
widespread poverty endured by millions of his
fellow Americans. Labels like Conservative and
small-c conservative were also bandied about.

First of all Bernie, I was never a Jewish right-
winger. In all my 30 plus years in the Maccabia Hockey League I played
defence. That’s why I lasted so long. But more seriously, Bernie’s com-
ments got me thinking about the nature of the political spectrum and the
efficacy of labelling ordinary people or politicians or political parties as
“left-wing”, “right-wing”, “liberal”, “conservative”, etc.

I remember attending, when we weren’t sitting
on the radiators watching girls, my first year poli-
sci class at U of M in 1968. Just about the first
thing we were taught was the straight-line, single
axis political spectrum. Communists were on one
side followed by socialists, then liberals, then con-
servatives, then fascists. Moderates were some-
where in the middle.

I always thought this model was too simplistic and unhelpful. I noted that
both ends of the spectrum featured oppressive dictatorships.

So perhaps the spectrum should have been circular with communism and
fascism meeting at the top. When you think about it, being lined up against
a wall and being shot by a Nazi or by a communist left you just as dead.

In perusing Wikipedia, I note there are in fact many variations of politi-
cal spectra, some bi-axial, some diamond-shaped, some in a wheel, some
as a bell-curve. In Canada, opponents of Prime Minister Harper take

delight in labelling him as right-wing or reactionary. That would include
much of the mainstream media. These would be the same people who fawn
all over the “liberal” American President Obama, who for some reason
remains more popular in Canada than in his own country.

Let’s examine some politically defining issues:
- In Canada, where Harper and his Conservative government have been

in power for nine years, we don’t have capital punishment and there has
never been a serious suggestion of reintroducing it. In America where
Obama and his Democratic Administration have been in power for seven
years there has been no effort to eliminate capital punishment - even in
prosecutions falling within federal jurisdiction. A Democratic President
could be commuting every death sentence within his power as did the
Conservative John Diefenbaker before Canada repealed capital punish-
ment. Instead a disproportionate number of blacks, poor, and mentally ill

people continue to be executed during President
Obama’s watch.

- In Harper’s Canada we have long had meaning-
ful gun control. In Obama’s America gun control is
a joke. Every time there’s another gun massacre,
Obama and his Democratic colleagues wax indig-
nantly and shed crocodile tears but nothing ever gets

done, even by executive fiat, like Obama’s done with other issues.
- In Harper’s Canada a woman’s right to choose is entrenched across the

political spectrum and there is no anti-abortion legislation. In Obama’s
America Roe v. Wade is under constant legislative threat.

- In Harper’s Canada gay rights, including gay marriage, are the norm.
In Obama’s America gay rights are years behind Canada, and the Obama
Administration continues to obfuscate.

- The Obama Administration has recently approved irresponsible and
environmentally dangerous oil-drilling in the Arctic.

- Harper’s Canada has long had universal health coverage. Obama’s
America has managed to enact a seriously flawed system of “Obamacare”
in which millions of Americans actually lost their existing coverage.

On an issue-by-issue examination, the right-wing Harper Conservatives
are far more liberal than the left-wing Obama Democrats. Clearly “conser-
vative” and “liberal” are relative terms, particularly as applied to Canadian
and American politics. So, as a proud Canadian who supports the
“Canadian” position on all these issues I’ve canvassed, what does that
make me? A conservative or a liberal?

By

ALEX ARENSON
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Worldwide Jewish population nears pre-Holocaust 
numbers, Israeli think tank finds

(JTA) – The worldwide Jewish population is approaching the size it
was before the Holocaust, a new report by an independent Jerusalem-
based think tank says. 

The report, compiled by the Jewish People Policy Institute, indicates
that there are 14.2 million Jews worldwide as of early 2015. Add in var-
ious “subgroups” (such as immigrants to Israel and American “partial
Jews”) and the number approaches 16 million, which nears the pre-World
War II global Jewish population of 16.6 million, Ynet reported Friday. 

After Israel, which is home to 6.1 million Jews, the United States has
the second-highest Jewish population at 5.7 million. 

The JPPI report says that the period from 2005 to 2015 has seen an 8
percent increase in the Jewish population – the largest gain since the end
of World War II. According to Ynet, the JPPI based the numbers on
“halacha criteria for those living in Israel and self-identification for those
living outside of Israel.” 

Here is the list of countries and regions with the highest Jewish popu-
lations: 
Israel – 6,103,200
United States – 5,700,000
France – 475,000
Canada – 385,300
Latin America – 383,500
Britain – 290,000
Russia – 186,000
Germany – 118,000
Australia – 112,500
Africa – 74,700
South Africa – 70,000
Ukraine – 63,000
Hungary – 47,900
Iran – 20,000
Asia – 19,700
Romania – 9,400
New Zealand – 7,600
Morocco – 2,400 

Netanyahu was ‘smuggled’ to hospital twice in disguised vans
(JTA) – Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was “smuggled”

to medical appointments in disguised vans shortly before and after elec-
tions. 

Netanyahu, 65, in both cases had routine prostate examinations that
found “nothing uncharacteristic for a man of his age.” 

In the first instance, shortly before the March 17 elections, he was
transported to Mayanei Hayeshua Medical Center, a haredi Orthodox
hospital in the Tel Aviv suburb of Bnei Brak, in what appeared to be a pita
delivery van, Israel’s Channel 2 reported. 

Shortly after the vote, Netanyahu was taken in a disguised pest-control
van, with his security guards dressed as pest controllers around the vehicle.

First of all Bernie, I was never a
Jewish right-winger. In all my 30

plus years in the Maccabia
Hockey League I played defence.

That’s why I lasted so long.
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