
St. John’s 100th Anniversary Gala 
night to remember

By SHARON LOVE
Were you there? Monty

Hall was there. Burton
Cummings was there. MC
Ken Kostick (class of ’72)
even asked if Sammy
Minuk (class of ’65) was
there! Yes, Sammy was
there and celebrating his
63rd birthday with 1,600 of
his friends on Saturday June
19th 2010 at the St. John’s
High School 100th
Anniversary Reunion Gala
at the Convention Centre.

And a Gala evening it
truly was! The tables looked
dazzling with metallic
orange and silver centrepieces a program on every seat. There were fabu-
lous silent auction prizes with the revenue going to a school scholarship.

The dinner menu included a tasty salad, sweet potato and pumpkin
bisque, roast beef in tarragon and red wine sauce, garlic mashed potatoes,
roasted vegetables, and for dessert key lime cheesecake served with citrus
sauce. There was just so little time to eat! In fact, when the soup arrived I
stood up yet again because I had spotted someone else that I wanted to say
hello to. We were there to talk, reminisce, laugh, cry, whatever.

People were looking for people. Thanks to Carolyn Rickey and her Gala
committee for at least arranging the tables in decades. Some of us, let’s
admit it, were looking to perhaps find an “old flame” or to rekindle some-
thing. I suspect however, that most of the crowd
was not looking for romance. Unfortunately, the

More than 1,500 graduates
celebrate St. John’s Tech

100th Anniversary
By MYRON LOVE

It was an intense and exhilarating weekend for the more than 1,500
graduates of St. John’s High School (and some former teachers) who
came back to celebrate the school’s 100th anniversary reunion (June 17-
20). For the first half and more of its existence, St. John’s Tech (as it was

known for the first 50 years) was The school for
most younger members of the community. The
extent of the school’s Jewish make-up can be
gauged from the number of outstanding graduates
over the years – including Members of the Order
of Canada such as Mr. Justice Samuel Freedman
(1924), his brother journalist Maxwell Freedman
(25), former Manitoba provincial cabinet
Ministers Saul Cherniak (Class of ’33) and Roland
Penner (Class of 1941), leading Canadian civil
servant Bernard Ostry (Class of ’43) and his wife,
the economist Sylvia (Knelman) Ostry (Class of
’43), journalist Val Werier (Class of ’34), world
class chess player Abe Yanofsky (Class of ’41) and
Sol Kanee (Class of ’26) (who has been described
as the most important figure in the Jewish world
in the second half of the 20th century. Many of the
graduates retain fond memories of their high

school days.
The weekend began with a gathering at the school on the Thursday

evening and included a social on Friday night at the Canad Inns Polo
Park, a gala banquet Saturday evening - at the Convention Centre - fea-
turing graduate Monty Hall, an Alumni Choir, the St. John’s Jazz Choir,
and jazz singer Colleen Savage (class of ’67) and the Burton Cummings
Band (Cummings attended the school in the mid-1960s) – and a Sunday
morning pancake breakfast with class photos continuing all day. Over
the weekend there was also a stamp exhibition, a military ceremony
organized by Sam Singer commemorating the St. John’s students who
gave their lives in service to their country and several presentations by
author Russ Gourluck talking about his new book on the North End.

Off site, the Rady Jewish Community Centre held a get together on
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(Cont. on page 12. See “St. John’s Anniversary”.)

45 St. John’s grads hold their own reunion in Israel

By Dr. DON SILVERBERG
Forty five St John’s graduates who

eventually came to live in Israel met
on June 24 in Jerusalem to celebrate
the 100th birthday of St John’s Tech.

We had a large map of the North
End made and all those attending
were asked to show where they had
lived. They had come to St John’s from
all over the North End - from Stella in
the south to Enniskillen and Tait in the
north. From Scotia in the east to
MacGregor in the west. From William
White, Luxton, Aberdeen and
Machray Junior High Schools.

There were graduates from the 1940
classes all the way to the mid 1970s. And even though they had not sung
the school song (ironicallycalled “Jerusalem” - the very city where we held
the reunion) for up to 70 years, they remembered it word for word and
note for note. And they sang it with teen-age gusto. And even though they
had not shrieked the idiotic football yells for over half a century as they had
in Osborne Stadium wherethey had gathered to support their Tigers, they
remembered every outrageous jingle. And even though they had not sung
the Gilbert and Sullivan songs from the four operettas that had been staged
at the Playhouse
Theater over many
years, here they were,
half a century later,
not only recalling the
words and music but
the dances as well! 

And many recalled
those football games
and those operettas as
some of the most
exciting, fulfilling and
happiest moments of
their lives. As one said
to me, “St John’s not
only helped him pre-
pare to make a living
but to make a life”.

Many had come to
Israel early enough to
be in the War of

MONTY HALL and FRED ROSENBLATT
at the Convention Centre gala.

(Cont. on page 13. See “Night to remember”.)

Whether it was in Winnipeg or Israel, St. John’s grads got together to reminisce

DON SILVERBERG hosted the
gathering of St. John’s grads
in Jerusalem June 24.

IRENE CHAIKIN (married name) - graduated
in the 1940s. She told how she wanted to
join the curling team at St. Johns but they
wouldn’t let her because she was a girl!
However she did get permision in the end
from the principal, Mr. Reeve.

(Cont. on page 13. See “Reunion in Israel”.)
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By BERNIE BELLAN
In less than four months, construc-

tion of the new Chabad Lubavitch
Centre is already 40% complete. Not
only that, construction is actually two
months ahead of schedule.

The $3.5 million project received a
major boost in the fall when both the
federal and provincial governments
agreed to contribute $320,000 each
toward the project.

In addition to those two grants, thc
City of Winnipeg contributed
$25,000, while the Jewish Foundation
of Manitoba contributed $75,000.
Since the original groundbreaking in
November, the Province of Manitoba
has contributed a further $167,000
toward construction of the day care,
while City Councilor John Orlikow has allocated $50,000 of his ward
allowance toward the project.

According to Abe Anhang, one of the main planners behind the new
Chabad Lubavitch Centre, once the two senior levels of government
came through with funding, a number of other individual donors who
had been waiting in the wings also came through with sizable dona-
tions.

By the time the building opens, Anhang says, it is hoped that it will
be “mortgage free” – something that the planners had never thought
would be at all possible.

At than point, Anhang says, any funds left over from the fundraising
drive will be allocated toward operational expenses of the new cen-
tre, rather than construction expenses.

The 17,000 square foot Chabad Lubavtich Centre will house a
library, synagogue/learning centre, three classrooms, day care, multi-
purpose rooms, two mikvahs, and four kitchens (meat, dairy, Pesach,
and parev – for baking bread).

The building itself will be adjoined by a spacious parking lot, which
will be accessible either from Grant or Mathers Avenue.

While the original plans for the centre envisioned having a dormito-
ry built alongside the centre, a dormitory is not part of the current plan
– although the centre’s configuration would allow for one to be built
at some future date.

During a tour of the facility on Thursday, June 17, project architect
Lanny Silver (who was also the architect for the original Chabad
Lubavitch centre on Templeteon at Sinclair) pointed out some of the
state-of-the-art features of the new building. “This will be a ‘green

b u i l d i n g ’ , ”
according to
Silver. It’s going
to be “super
insulated”, he
explained, in
order to “maxi-
mize heat during
the winter and
cooling in the
summer.”

The fact that
construction of
the new centre is
moving ahead so
quickly is all the
more surprising
given one further
obstacle that the
lead contractor,
M a n s h i e l d
Design, has had
to contend with:
No construction is allowed on Shabbat or any one of a number of
other designated Jewish holidays. Abe Anhang notes that this is the
first time that any construction project in Manitoba has had such stric-
tures placed upon it. 

Israeli doctors set aside emotions in treating flotilla passengers 

Set to open before Chanukah

Chabad Lubavitch Centre Construction Well Underway

Inside what will be the synagogue.

Project Architect LANNY SILVER (left) with
HART PEIKOFF standing in what will be the
men’s mikvah.

In front of the rapidly emerging Lubavitch
Centre.

By ADAM KREDO 
WASHINGTON (Washington Jewish

Week) – The call came early on a recent
morning: A helicopter carrying those
wounded during a deadly raid on a Gaza-
bound flotilla would soon arrive at the
Hadassah Medical Center in Jerusalem. 

But as doctors began unloading the
injured, they quickly realized it wasn’t
Israeli soldiers who had been rushed to their
facility for emergency treatment. 

“In a few minutes, we understood that
they are really the terrorists who were
brought to our hospital,” Dr. Shlomo Mor-
Yosef, Hadassah’s director general, recalled
in a recent interview. 

The medical team was tasked with provid-
ing care to about seven severely injured
Turks who had suffered injuries to their
extremities and lungs after engaging in a
deadly clash with Israeli Navy commandos
in the early morning of May 31. 

Would the Israeli medical staffers be able
to uphold their Hippocratic Oath and treat
patients who had attacked Israeli soldiers
just hours earlier? 

“For me it was not an issue,” said Mor-
Yosef, who was in Washington on June 15 to
attend a symposium at the National Guard

Association. “I didn’t respect [the Turkish
patients] and I don’t agree with what they
did ... but at the same time I wanted to pro-
vide them the best treatment possible and to
cure them.” 

Mor-Yosef says his staff – some of whom
performed life-preserving surgery on several
of the wounded boat passengers – felt simi-
larly. 

“Nobody said, ‘I don’t want to treat them.’
Nobody found an excuse to go other
places,” he recalled. “Everybody knew the
helicopters were on their way and came to
the trauma unit. And the minute they knew
[the patients] were from Turkey, the treat-
ment was [delivered] as expected on a pro-
fessional level.” 

Apparently not all of the hospital’s donors
agreed with the impartial policy, as Mor-
Yosef said that since the flotilla incident, a
few have threatened to pull their funding. 

“Some of them said, ‘I don’t want to give
money to a hospital that treats terrorists,’ “
he recalled. 

Fiscal pressure from donors won’t force a
change in hospital policy – no matter who
you are, if you wind up in Hadassah’s emer-
gency room, you’ll be taken care of, Mor-
Yosef said. 

“We’re a humanitarian organization,” he
explained. “We are not used to asking
someone what you really did before you
came to the hospital – if you wanted to blow
us up ... or if you wanted to kill someone.
The minute you are in the hospital, you are
a patient like all other patients.” 

Disgruntled donors who question the pol-
icy hear this response from Mor-Yosef: “This
is your money, and donation is an option.
[But] we’re not going to change our values.” 

Either way, Hadassah’s doctors have
worked through much tenser circumstances,
Mor-Yosef said. 

“More than 25” of Hadassah’s employees
lost relatives in violent clashes between
Palestinians and Israelis during the second
intifada, he said. 

Despite the tragedies, Hadassah’s medical
professionals “continued to work, and to put
on the white coat. And the minute they put
on the white coat, they act like professionals
and try to put emotions aside.” 

The ability to effectively compartmentalize
one’s feelings, Mor-Yosef said, can only be
cultivated through much time and training. 

“It doesn’t come easy,” but it is a requisite
skill, he said. 
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By BERNIE BELLAN
In 1978 an ad

appeared in The
Jewish Post asking
people who had spe-
cial needs children
to consider banding
together to create a
group home for their
children.

That ad was the
genesis of what was
eventually to
become a very suc-
cessful model of
o r g a n i z a t i o n :
Shalom Residences.
The woman who
placed that ad was
Thelma Bronstein,
now 89, who, along
with her late hus-
band Ernie, touched
the lives of thou-
sands of
Winnipeggers over
the years.

The Bronstein household was a raucous one. Anyone who ever went
to their house on Matheson Avenue – just a stone’s throw from what
was then the Rosh Pina Synagogue, would have recognized what a
warm and loving family the Bronsteins all were.

As someone told me at the farewell party for Thelma: You knew
where the Bronsteins lived because it was the only house on the block
where the lights were still on at 3 in the morning and, if you walked
in, you were sure to receive a rousing welcome.

As it was, the Bronsteins had six children: Jerry, Sharon, Marilyn (or
Mertzie, as she is known to everyone), David, Joel, and Rochelle.
While Rochelle turned out to have special needs, she was as integral
a part of the family as any of the others.

Thus, when Thelma and Ernie decided that
Rochelle would be better served by moving into
an environment where she would live with
other young adults who faced similar chal-
lenges, yet one that would have a distinctly
Jewish milieu, they set about attempting to find
other parents in similar situations.

Before long the Bronsteins were joined by five
other couples: Larry and Roberta Hurtig; Zivey
and Dolly Chudnow; Frank and Sybil Steele; Bobby and Elaine Paul;
and Min and Joe Fromkin (both of whom are now deceased.)

The members of that group used as a model for their organization
the Reena Foundation in Toronto, whose director was Sandy Ketchen.
Within a short period the very first Shalom Residence was opened on
Cathedral Avenue. Interestingly, five of the original eight residents in
that home came from Portage la Prairie and, although not all of the
residents were Jewish, the home stuck to its original mandate of main-
taining a solidly Jewish flavour. From the very beginning, that home,
as have all the Shalom Residences, was strictly kosher.

So it was that, when seven of the original founders of Shalom
Residences got together on June 17 to bid adieu to Thelma Bronstein
(who is moving to Salt Spring Island to join two of her children who
now live there – Sharon and Joel), the group that was gathered at the
home of Larry and Roberta Hurtig was able to look back with an
immense amount of proud at what they set in motion 32 years ago.

There are now six different Shalom Residences in Winnipeg, all of
which are in the North End: On Enniskillen (in the former Micay
home, which was donated by Faye Parks-Micay); Rupertsland, Seven
Oaks, Daffodil, McAdam, and Armstrong. (The Armstrong home,
which is rented, is the only one of the six that is not owned outright
by Shalom Residences Inc.) In addition, there are residents living in
three different apartments.

Altogether, there are a total of 28 residents in Shalom Residences as
of today.

As I chatted with each of the founding members at the Hurtig home
I was told that there were other individuals who played integral roles
in the creation of Shalom Residences. 

Two of the key supporters in the early days were the late Helen
Steinkopf and famed journalist John Robertson (who was also the
spark behind the creation of the Manitoba Marathon). 

Later, when fundraising became a major challenge as the number of
Shalom Residences continued to expand, the Shalom Residence
Foundation was created, with Larry Hurtig playing a key role in its

design and operation.
In order to sustain the Foundation, two men –

Zivey Chudnow and the late Sam Ostrove, were
instrumental in developing a very successful
annual lottery in support of the Foundation. As
a matter of fact, I was told, interest collected
from the proceeds of the lottery actually pays for
the operation of the homes.

(Again, I was asked to mention the important
contribution played by John Holman, of RBC
Dominion Securities in support of the lottery,

which was just recently held this month.)

As the seven surviving founding members of Shalom Residences
look back with great pride on what their original efforts have accom-
plished, they take particular satisfaction in knowing that their legacy
is on solid ground. Under the able direction of Nancy Hughes, who
has been Shalom Residences’ executive director for the past 15 years,
there is probably not a better run program for special needs adults in
the entire province.

Many of the residents in Shalom Homes have been there for the
majority of their adult lives. The oldest resident, in fact, is 65 years old.

If there is anything that Shalom Residences has not thus far accom-
plished, it is a move into the South End. 

To that end, there could be no greater “mitzvah” than for someone
to consider donating their home to Shalom Residences. Faye Parks-
Micay set an incredible example years ago when she donated her very
lovely home to the organization, a gesture that will long be remem-
bered as one of the greatest acts of philanthropy that anyone could
have committed.

So it is that while members of the group wished Thelma Bronstein a
bon voyage, she was able to take enormous satisfaction in realizing
that one simple ad in this newspaper helped to spawn a movement
that has achieved unbridled success.

Thelma Bronstein off to B.C.

Founders of Shalom Residences say farewell to the woman who started it all

The original founders of Shalom Residences. Top row l-r: SYBIL
STEELE, DOLLY CHUDNOW, THELMA BRONSTEIN, ELAINE PAUL,
ROBERTA HURTIG, MAXINE FROMKIN (representing her late moth-
er, Min Fromkin). Bottom row l-r: BOBBY PAUL, FRANK STEELE,
ZIVEY CHUDNOW, LARRY HURTIG.THELMA BRONSTEIN

Started it all by placing an ad in The Jewish
Post.

You knew where the Bronsteins
lived because it was the only
house on the block where the
lights were still on at 3 in the

morning and, if you walked in,
you were sure to receive a

rousing welcome.



Nostalgia has been in great 
supply in recent weeks

How often have we heard a line that goes
something like this: “If only there were some
good news to report instead of all those
depressing stories about crime, wars, and oil
spills?”

Now, while I certainly don’t subscribe to the
notion that a newspaper should report only

good news - in fact, the few newspapers that have tried to concentrate
only on “feel good” stories all went out of business - the last few weeks
have seen us report on a spate of uplifting stories. This week’s issue is
chock full of them.

For the most part these stories have been and are about reunions of
one sort of another - whether it was of people born in the 1940’s, old
YMHA clubs or, as with the story of reunions this past week, former stu-
dents of St. John’s Tech getting together for the 100th anniversary of that
school’s founding - the common theme has been Winnipeggers reunit-
ing with former Winnipeggers to celebrate the “good old days”.

Continuing in that vein, the recently published book by Winnipeg
author (and former schoolteacher) Russ Gourluck, “The Ethnic Mosaic
- An Illustrated History of Winnipeg’s North End”, is a perfect comple-
ment to the healthy overdose of nostalgia in which we’ve been
indulging ourselves.

So, what should we make of all this looking back? Is it simply symp-
tomatic of an ongoing trend to harken back to an earlier period of
Winnipeg’s history that was cheerier than current times?

Or, is it more a case of baby boomers controlling the agenda - once
again, and starting to reminisce about the 1940’s, 50’s and 60’s simply
because so many of us were born in those years?

The answer is a combination of both factors, but there definitely
seems to be a collective angst among so many of us about what the
future holds - and this angst is not limited to baby boomers alone.
Jewish Winnipeggers can’t help but think that the 1950’s and 60’s were
truly a golden era in our community’s history in much the same way
that so many of us who were raised in this city look back wistfully to a
time when this city was among the largest and most important in
Canada.   

Yet, while the enormous flowering of intellectual and entrepreneurial
activity that made Winnipeg famous around the world came to an end
some time in the 1960’s or 1970’s - if there was any one incident that
seemed to drive a stake through this city’s heart, it was the Mulroney
Government’s decision to award the contract for overhauling the
Defence Force’s newly acquired CF-15’s to a Montreal firm, rather than
the much-better-suited Winnipeg firm.

At the same time much has been made of attempts by various groups,
including our own Jewish Federation, to lure former Winnipeggers back
to this city. So it was that I read Gerry Posner’s latest piece on former

Winnipeggers - the
four Wall brothers
(that appears in this
issue) with a certain
tinge of regret.

Gerry had asked me
some time back
whether I’d be inter-
ested in his doing a
“where are they
now?” column for this
paper. Knowing, as I
do, that there are far
more ex-
Winnipeggers out
there than there are
Winnipeggers who
actually reside here, I
said “sure - go ahead”. 

Nonetheless, when I
ran into Gerry at the Y
Sports Dinner, I asked
him whether he
couldn’t write occa-
sionally about former
Winnipeggers who
have come back to the
city, rather than for-
mer Winnipeggers
who have made it in
some other place.
Gerry’s somewhat
t o n g u e - i n - c h e e k
response was  that

“there aren’t any.”
Now, I know for a fact

that there are former
Winnipeggers who have
come back to live here.
There’s an idea for a possi-
ble regular column: “ex-
Winnipeggers who have
returned home”. If anyone
is interested in writing such
a column, please contact
me. It would probably
make us all feel a little
more positively about our
city.

One final note on this
subject - The best line I
ever heard about Winnipeg
was: “Winnipeg is a nice
place to live, but you sure
wouldn’t want to visit
there!”

Speaking of people visiting Winnipeg, ever since we launched our
newly updated website a couple of months ago, it’s been interesting to
see where some of the traffic to the site is coming from. As expected, the
majority of visitors come from Canada, followed by the U.S., with a
large contingent also checking in from Israel. But one of the biggest sur-
prises is the number of viewers we’ve been getting from China, of all
places. With the kind of analytical tools available to almost anyone who
maintains a website, it’s possible to pinpoint exactly where visitors to a
site are located, how long they’re spending on the site, and what they’re
reading once they’re there.

Since we’ve made our website a central clearinghouse of information
about Winnipeg’s Jewish community, also about Israel through the use
of feeds from the Jerusalem Post, Haaretz, and a terrific site called
“21C”, as well as news provided by our wire service - the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency, we’ve been attracting huge numbers of new view-
ers.

One little tidbit that would probably come as no surprise to anyone
who reads this paper: The most popular story on our website is the one
Rebecca Kuropatwa did some months back about Ami Hassan and the
Falafel Place. Maclean’s Magazine used to be guided by the dictum
that, if they ever wanted to sell an extra large number of copies of any
one issue, all they had to was put either Gordie Howe or the Queen on
the cover. Well, in our case, all we have to do is feature another story
about Ami.

As well, one of the advantages of a website is that it allows for quite
a bit more information than can typically be put into an edition of this
paper. As a matter of fact, I, myself, am not able to keep up with all the
stories that are ending up on our website, since I am not the only one
who is responsible for providing content. Every once in a while I am
made aware of a story, invariably having to do with Israel, the subject
of which I find somewhat objectionable. That’s the great thing about the
internet, however: An online newspaper can welcome a much more
diverse array of views than a print newspaper normally can simply
because there’s no limit to the number of stories that a website can
carry.

Finally, on both the subjects of “good news” stories and a wide vari-
ety of stories - one of the frustrations that comes out of having to decide
which stories will make it into this paper each issue is not having room
for some of the terrific feature stories that come our way courtesy of the
Jewish Telegraphic Agency. 

Lately, the JTA has been including articles that highlight some of the
funnier aspects of life in Israel. We’ve run them on occasion, but they’re
usually quite long and typically don’t fit the criteria that I look for in a
story from Israel - short and punchy.

I’m reminded that in years gone by it was the Saturday Evening Post,
as I recall, that would give the time it would take to read a particular
story at the very beginning of any story. (I might stand to be corrected
on that point.) Apparently that little tidbit of information was very use-
ful for anyone headed to the bathroom with a magazine in hand.

Over the past year we’ve been trying to impart the same sense of
brevity to stories in this paper. You should be able to read almost any
story standing on one leg - well, maybe just the first paragraph.

Of course I broke my own rule when I ran an interview with Jewish
Federation President Ben Cohen in the last issue. That interview went
on...and on...and on. The next time I do an interview I promise that
you’ll be able to read it in less time than it takes to recite “Shmone
Esrai”.

4 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, June 30, 2010

Editorial/comment

The Jewish Post Ltd.
Publisher

Publications
Agreement

No. 40047412

Publications
Assistance Program

Registration No.
10986

Postage paid at
Winnipeg

ISSN 0836-6063

Bernie Bellan
Editor

Office at 
11-395 Berry St. 

Wpg. MB. R3J 1N6
Please send all mail to

above address
Phone: 694-3332

Fax:  694-3916
E-mail:

jewishp@mts.net

Published every second Wednesday. We
acknowledge the financial support of the
Government of Canada, through the Canada
Periodical Fund, toward our mailing costs.

Subscriptions in Canada
$41.04 per year

Subscriptions outside Canada $100.00 per year in
Cdn. funds or $75.00 per year in U.S. funds.  Member
of Jewish Telegraphic Agency, New York.
The Jewish Post & News is not responsible for the
kashrut of any products or establishments advertised
or publicized in this newspaper, or in inserts included
in this newspaper. Opinions expressed in letters to the
editor, or articles by contributing writers are not nec-
essarily endorsed by The Jewish Post & News.

Short Takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN



Wednesday, June 30, 2010, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   5

Comment

A fitting tribute to Nick Ternette
from a Holocaust survivor

I recently had the honour of receiv-
ing the Distinguished Alumni Award
for 2010 from the University of
Winnipeg. In a reception given in my
honour, Susan Thompson, the
President and CEO of the University
of Winnipeg Foundation, said a few
kind words about me and then pre-
sented me with a letter from an
‘Anonymous Donor’ who was
encouraged by my award to make a
donation to the Carl Ridd
Scholarship in the Humanities Fund.

After reading the letter, I felt over-
whelmed with emotion because of the

nature of the letter. I have never received anything like
this in my 40 years of activism - especially in view of
the fact that I am a German-Canadian and the donor
was Jewish and a Holocaust survivor! He acknowl-
edged the fact that I was born close to the end of the
war and, therefore, not responsible for anything that
happened. To be honest, when I first came to Canada
at the age of ten, I knew nothing about German histo-
ry - especially about the Nazi period - because my par-
ents didn’t tell me anything. But then I was confronted
with “anti-German” racism when children began to
bully me by calling me a “squarehead” and a “Nazi”. I
then had to quickly learn the history of my background.
Throughout my life I have had to deal with the issue of
“German guilt” - that is, that by virtue of being German
you are responsible for the Holocaust.

However, this anonymous donor wanted to let me
know that, despite my ethnicity, the work that I have
done in my lifetime - “fighting for the poor and dis-
advantaged...regardless of race or ethnicity...you are
what we call in Yiddish, a “mentch”. That is an hon-
our far beyond anything I ever expected in my life-
time!

NICK TERNETTE

The letter that Ternette received
Dear Mr. Ternette,

I was very pleased to read of the Distinguished
Alumni Award bestowed on you by the University of
Winnipeg. It has encouraged me to make a donation
to the university for the Carl Ridd Scholarship in the
Humanities Fund. For personal reasons this donation
is to remain anonymous as to the source.

Let me explain.
I am a Holocaust survivor and still suffer the effects of

my youth years spent in various concentration camps.
Forget I cannot - forgive only on an individual basis.

You were born just as the war was close to coming
to an end. It was the period when the transports to the
gas chambers were accelerated, so as to make the
world as “Judenrein” as possible.

Of course, none of this was of your doing. More
importantly, and in contrast, you have demonstrated
throughout your life a level of human-ness that is the
farthest opposite of that prevailing in your country of
birth when you came into this world. You have always
fought for the poor and disadvantaged. You have sup-
ported programs and policies designed to improve the
well-being of our community, regardless of race, reli-
gion or ethnicity. You are what we call in Yiddish a
“Mentch” (and you know from which language that
word was borrowed - with a different spelling).

Judaism recognises the importance of meaningful
names. Its mystical tradition works with the letter
value of names. When I write your name and that of
your beloved Emily and assign the corresponding val-
ues to each consonant, it results in the number 234 -
thus the initial amount of my gift. As Jews wish each
other “until 120” (that being the age at which our
great teacher Moses passed away), I add 2x120=240
to the above amount - for a total of 474.

Thank you for all the good work done to date
(despite the setbacks you have endured and continue
to feel) and may both of you have many more years
together in happiness.

Your anonymous grateful friend and admirer.

We live in an
age that wor-
ships youthful-
ness. Business is
booming for
beauty salons,
aesthet ic ians,
hair transplant
clinics, and cos-

metic surgeons who promise to camou-
flage the normal physical deterioration
that all human beings inevitably experi-
ence with the passage of time. 

In the realm of the mind, is aging nec-
essarily accompanied by diminished
ability? The evidence is that as we age,
many of us do experience some memory
loss and a decrease in our ability to solve
complex problems. 

However, there are many notable and
inspiring exceptions. There are some
individuals whose intellectual perfor-
mance remains undiminished and in
some cases, even improves with age. The
experience, greater perspective and
superior judgement that can result from
aging may improve a person’s mental
performance, much like aging improves
the quality of many varieties of wine.

Some recent examples of intellectual
giants who performed impressively as
octogenarians are Robert Aumann, the
Israeli mathematician who was awarded
the Nobel Memorial prize in Economics
in 2005 at 75 and Leonid Hurwicz who
was awarded the Nobel prize in
Economics in 2007 at the tender age of
90. 

Aumann continues to produce remark-
ably insightful papers while Hurwicz was
prolific until his mid-eighties. The cele-
brated French mathematician, Jacques
Hadamard, published The
Mathematician’s Mind: The Psychology
of Invention in the Mathematical Field
when he was 80 and he continued to
prove interesting theorems in his
nineties. 

A stunning display of mental and phys-
ical agility by an octogenarian was pro-
vided by Vladimir Horowitz in his inter-
nationally televised piano recitals in
Moscow in 1986. Horowitz continued to
record until the age of 86. 

As one critic observed, “the octogenar-
ian pianist substituted finesse and col-
oration for bravura, although he was still
capable of remarkable technical feats.”

In the realm of politics, Israel’s
President Shimon Peres will celebrate his
87th birthday on August 2; Israel’s first
Prime Minister, David Ben Gurion,
retired from politics at the age of 86;
Israel’s fourth Prime Minister, Golda
Meir, resigned as Prime Minister three
weeks shy of her 76th birthday; and West
German statesman Konrad Adenauer per-
formed his duties as Chancellor until the
age of 87.

A person’s mental powers should be
assessed on a case by case basis. In every
age group there are individuals whose
intellectual ability spans the entire spec-
trum. To presume that an individual is
incapable of meeting a mental challenge
on the basis of his or her age is unfair,
unjustified, and foolish.

This brings me to the negative reaction
to Israel’s announcement of the members
of the judicial commission of inquiry that
it appointed to investigate the flotilla

episode in all its dimensions in an impar-
tial, transparent, thorough and indepen-
dent manner. 

The obvious focus of the commission’s
report will be whether Israel’s naval
blockade and the action Israel took to
enforce this blockade conformed to inter-
national law. The commission will, of
course, consider the identity of the pas-
sengers on the sixth ship that confronted
the Israeli commandos with life-threaten-
ing violence, and will consider the
appropriateness of the Israeli comman-
dos’ response.

Israel’s critics (and enemies) could
hardly question the inclusion on the
commission, as disinterested and quali-
fied observers, the Irish Nobel Peace
Prize winner David Trimble and the
Canadian former Judge Advocate
General Ken Watkin. 

The qualifications and independence of
both are clearly beyond reproach. Nor
could they question the professional cre-
dentials and expertise of the three Israeli
appointees: Israeli High Court Justice
Yaakov Turkel, Retired Major General
Amos Horev, and Professor Emeritus of
International Law Shabtai Rosenne, an
eminent legal scholar of international
repute. 

To undermine in advance the reputa-
tion and credibility of the commission,
all that remained was to ridicule them on
the basis of their age: Yaakov Turkel is 75,
Amos Horev is 86 and Shabtai Rosenne
is 93. 

This is a clear example of “ageism,”
which is defined in Dictionary.com as
“discrimination against persons of a cer-
tain age.”

Could the Israeli government have
appointed a commission having a lower
average age? Yes. Could a more qualified
commission of inquiry have been
appointed? If one’s assessment is entirely
free of ageism, I believe the answer is
“no.”

By

IRWIN LIPNOWSKI

Ageism

NICK
TERNETTE

Israel sets up Gaza flotlla 
commission

(June 15)
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israel’s cabinet

unanimously approved a commission
of inquiry into the interception of a
Gaza-bound flotilla that left nine pas-
sengers dead. Two foreign observers
were named to the commission. 

During Monday’s meeting to approve
the independent public commission,
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said that its establishment “will make it
clear to the entire world that the state of
Israel acts according to the law, trans-
parently, and with full responsibility.

“I am convinced that the commis-
sion’s uncovering of the facts will prove
that the goals and actions of the state of
Israel and the IDF were appropriate
defensive actions in accordance with
the highest international standards.”

The commission will set its own
schedule and protocol, and will deter-
mine whether its meetings will be open
or closed, according to the Prime
Minister’s Office.

Retired Israeli Supreme Court Justice
Jacob (Yaakov) Turkel will head the
commission, it was announced Sunday.



While the flow of Jewish families from South
America – and from Argentina in particular –
to Winnipeg is nowhere near what it was ten
years ago, there are still some families coming.
Within the past three years, our community
has welcomed three Jewish families from
Bolivia.

“We love it here,” says Daniel Jacobowitz
who arrived with his wife, Rosario, and their

sons, Ilan (10) and Yosi (7) in May, 2007. “We have been impressed by
the openness and friendliness. 

“People talk a lot about the weather here, but you don’t have to
worry about losing your job, your house, your savings.”

Adds Rosario, “we can plan for the next day. In Bolivia, you never
know what is going to happen.”

Daniel Jacobowitz’s parents were refugees from Germany. They
came to Bolivia in
1939. 

“Bolivia was one
of the last countries
before the war that
would take in Jewish
refugees,” he says.
“Many later moved
on to Argentina but,
at its peak, the
Bolivian Jewish
community num-
bered about
15,000.” That num-
ber today is less than
1,000. Where there
used to be five or six
synagogues for the
community, there is
now just one.
Jacobowitz notes
that Jewish Bolivians
were mainly
involved in business
operating textile
plants and other fac-
tories. The second
(post-war) genera-
tion left to pursue
education else-
where, he says.

Jacobowitz himself
left the country once
before. He spent ten
years in California
where he earned a
degree in Business
Administration. He
went back to Bolivia
for family reasons
and was involved in
a couple of busi-
nesses himself in
Cochabamba, the
country’s second
largest city (after La
Paz, the capital city).

He met Rosario on
his return to the
country.

“There are very few Jewish chil-
dren left in the community and no
Jewish education available for our
sons,” he says in explaining the pri-
mary impulse for coming to
Winnipeg.

Daniel Jacobowitz is working for
Manitoba Hydro in the International
Division while Rosario is working at
Red River College in the comptrol-
ler’s office. The boys are enrolled at
the Gray Academy.

Gustavo and Karina Burgoa arrived
here just over a year ago. They came
to Winnipeg largely through Karina’s
connection with Daniel Jacobowitz.
Jacobowitz worked with Karina’s
mother when he first returned to
Bolivia and he and Karina’s family
became very close friends.

Karina is a third generation Jewish Bolivian. Her grandparents were
refugees from Germany who came to Bolivia in 1939.

“The economic and political situation is very bad in Bolivia,” she
says. “Daniel and Rosario encouraged us to apply to come here.”

Karina is an accountant by training while Gustavo has a degree in
tourism and used to operate his own company. He is working at an
auto body shop right now while she is still working on her English. 

The couple have been married for five years. They don’t have any
children yet. 

Gustavo is a convert. A couple of weeks ago, they were remarried in
a Jewish wedding at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue.

Karina expresses her appreciation for the cultural options here such
as the Royal Winnipeg Ballet – options that she says are lacking in
Bolivia. 

“People here are very nice,” she says. “The worst thing about
Winnipeg are the winters (she comes from Santa Cruz in the lowlands
where it is very hot) but I enjoy the summer.”

She says that her mother is coming for a visit and she hopes to be
able to sponsor some of her family members to immigrate here. 

* * *
Simcha Goldstein and his family (his wife, Sandra, and teenage

daughter, Perla) arrived here last August from La Paz. (His son, Nathan,
came to Canada a year earlier and is currently studying at McGill).

“We were looking for a larger Jewish community,” he says. “We
have friends that came here earlier.”

Unlike the families of Daniel Jacobowitz and Karina Burgoa, Simcha
and Sandra Goldstein’s parents came from Poland – Simcha’s family
coming in 1951 and Sandra’s a few years earlier. Simcha Goldstein is
an electrical engineer by training (Sandra was a travel agent) and was
a leader in the Jewish community in La Paz. He says that he was the
president of the youth group Madrichim Maccabi for a number of
years.

He recently started working here, he says.
“Winnipeg is a good place, a calm place,” he says. “I like the com-

munity structure here.”
He is looking forward to becoming more involved in the Jewish

community.
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Myron Love

Social Notes

BIRTH  ANNOUNCEMENT

BILLINKOFF
Yolanda and Lee and brother Jake are thrilled to

announce the birth of COLE  STEFAN on May
19, 2010 in Toronto. Cole weighed 8 lbs 14 oz.

Grandparents Corinne and David Billinkoff, Ilana
Daczjman and Marjorie and Wes Rubinsztajn are
delighted with their new grandson.

How lucky for Cole to have proud great-grand-
parents Betty Greenfeld and Jerzy Rubinsztajn and
many excited aunts, uncles and cousins.

Cole is named in loving memory of a very
special person, his great Babi Stefanie Rubinsztajn.

A heartfelt thank you to Dr. Sari Kives for her
ongoing care and support.

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
T our wonderful familiy and very Dear Friends

Thank you for sharing our 60th anniversary
Your wishes and donations

were very much appreciated

We should all be well

Have a good summer

Marie and Ted Muller

• 1 Day Repairs
• Name Pendants
• Chai's & Mezzuzot
• Diamonds & Gold
• Movado • Tag • Bulova
• Watch Repairs

CALL OR VISIT

CUSTOM JEWELLERY
DESIGNS

194 Osborne St. 949-0715

Shrinking community spurs Bolivian Jewish families to establish new homes in Winnipeg

KARINA and GUSTAVO BURGOA, ROSARIO JACOBOWITZ,
DANIEL JACOBOWITZ with ILAN, 10, on Daniel’s right and YOSI, 7,
on left.

SIMCHA GOLDSTEIN:
Arrived here last August
from La Paz with this wife
and daughter.

OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE
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By MYRON LOVE
The staff and residents of

the Sharon Home are
mourning the sudden pass-
ing of a long time staff
member. 

Darcy Ross was felled by
an aneurysm on Monday,
June 21, at the very young
age of 45. Rabbi Neal
Rose, the Sharon Home’s
spiritual leader, conduct-
ed a memorial service for Ross - as
well as a healing service for the staff
- on June 22nd in the senior centre’s
synagogue.

Ross had been employed
at the Sharon Home for 22
years, starting at the former
Magnus Avenue location. At
the time of her passing, she
was responsible for receiv-
ing deliveries of food sup-
plies and assisting with the
cooking. Her supervisor, Val
Burachynsky, reports that
Ross also worked closely
with Rabbi Moshe Smierc,
the Senior centre’s mash-
giach. She also occasionally
helped out in the cafeteria.

Burachynsky notes that
before the two branches of
the Sharon Home were
amalgamated, Ross spent a

lot of time in the units
meeting with the residents
and became very close
with some of them.

“Darcy was a lovely
lady,” says Sandra
Delorme, the Sharon
Home’s executive direc-
tor. “She was always so

positive and happy.”
Burachynsky recalls

that Ross had a smile
that ran from ear to ear.

Our sympathy to her husband and
daughters. 

Herzlia – Adas Yeshurun Synagogue
Elects New Board of Directors

The Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun Synagogue Annual General
Meeting was held on June 17, 2010, at which time the mem-
bership approved the Board of Directors for 2010/2011: Dr.
Earl Hershfield (President), Ed Aziman (Vice-President), Meir
Dahan (Treasurer), Rena Elbaze (Secretary), Sherman
Greenberg (Past President), Rabbi Ari Ellis, Rose Aziman,
Kim Bailey, Jack Craven, Reva Craven, Faith Kaplan, Hart
Kaplan, Dr. Philipa Kellen and Dr. Rodney Kellen.

In his comments to the membership, Dr. Hershfield out-
lined the Board’s vision for a dynamic south-end modern
Orthodox synagogue under the rabbinic leadership of Rabbi
Ari Ellis. He acknowledged past mistakes had occurred,
advised that the current Board will not repeat such mistakes,
and invited the synagogue community to participate in
rebuilding the shul.

Dr. Hershfield reviewed this past year’s selection of visiting
scholars, family Shabbat and Holiday events, and expanded
youth programming which occurred this past year, and
emphasized that this type of programming will continue. The
Board’s primary focus in the short term will be the finaliza-
tion of a strategic implementation plan that will lead to a
major fundraising program to refurbish the building and
rebrand Herzlia- Adas Yeshurun. The synagogue Board
expects to unveil plans for a modernized building, including
environmental retrofitting, an attractive and comfortable
sanctuary, improved functionality in the kitchen and social
hall, and upgraded and expanded preschool space in the
next 12 months. 

Community members interested in upcoming Shabbat pro-
gramming or daily prayer services should contact the syna-
gogue office at 489-6262 for details. Information on the
upcoming High Holy Day services is being prepared for
upcoming release.

1697 Corydon Avenue
Ph. (204) 488-3687 Sept. 16, 2010

For more information & to find out 
how you can participate, go to 

www.monalisaristoranteitaliano.com/fundraising.php

Longtime Sharon Home staff member remembered
as always cheerful and positive

DARCY ROSS

Laurie Mainster, Co-chairman of the Rabbi Peretz Weizman
Tribute Committee presents a cheque for $43,941 to Marsha
Cowan, Jewish Foundation of Manitoba CEO
Front Row (right to left): Joe Riesenbach (Co-chairman), Rabbi
Peretz Weizman, Laurie Mainster, Marsha Cowan, JFM CEO,
Steven Kroft, JFM Vice President
Back Row (right to left): Rory Paul, Lil Hirt, Bernie Sucharov,
Mickey Hoch, and Sid Ritter 
(Missing From Picture) Sam Katz, Zane Tessler, Stuart Slayen,
Trudy Flynn, Tracy Kasner Greaves, Arnold Frieman, Leanord
Hirsh, Ruth Riesenbach, Frank Weinfeld, Harry Walsh Q.C.,
LL.D., Dr. Sam Weizman

On May 13, 2010 members of the Rabbi Peretz Weizman Tribute
Committee came together to present a cheque for $43,941, to
Marsha Cowan, Jewish Foundation of Manitoba CEO. 

These monies will go towards the establishment of the Rabbi
Peretz Weizman Holocaust Education Trust fund, housed at the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. Proceeds from the  Fund will sup-
port the establishment and maintenance of a Holocaust education
display showcase located at the entrance to the Freeman Family
Foundation Holocaust Education Centre at the Asper Jewish
Community Campus, as a lasting legacy to and in the name of
Rabbi Peretz Weizman.

By establishing this Fund, projects and programs will be made
avai able to further educate individuals about human rights and the
Holocaust. The display will be managed by the Jewish Heritage
Centre of Western Canada.



“A woman will pay $1 for a $2 item that she
doesn’t need, but it’s on sale!”

The other day I received a “joke-of-the-day”
e-mail that included the above line. “What a
cheap shot”, I thought. “how stereotypical!”
Then I thought again.

I remembered a lady who showed up at a
River Heights dinner party wearing an expen-
sive-looking pair of white “diamond-encrust-
ed” opalescent fashion boots that could have

walked the runway at any international designer showing. Her fashion
forward footwear attracted my attention, not only because of its
unique design, but also because of its length – size 13!

It turned out that shoe sales were her downfall, and she could never
pass up a bargain. “What’s size got to do with anything? So what if I’m
a size 6? These were originally $330, on sale for only $50,” she boast-
ed. “For that price, I can just stuff tissue paper into the toes and voila!” 

Some gals I know view bargain hunting as a sport. I was out shop-
ping with a friend, when she happened to spot a sweater she liked, but
didn’t need. It was going for 20% off the original price, still too expen-
sive according to my friend.

She decided to track it, and over the next couple of weeks, stopped
at the store every couple of days, gambling that her “quarry” would
still be unsold and that she could get it for a rock-bottom price. This
time, she wound up with her prize at 50% off. “What’s need got to do
with it? Sometimes I win, sometimes I lose. I do it for the thrill of the
hunt!”

Then there is “Millie” who is the epitome of a canny sale shopper,
someone you definitely want to take with you when you’re looking for
a great “find” of any kind. Equipped with an innate homing device,
and a purse full of store coupons, she has bought designer outfits,
shoes and more, for amazingly low prices! Of her wardrobe of color-

ful suede jackets she says, “They were $10 apiece. Who could pass
that up?”

But her sale savvy extends far beyond the mere reaches of retail.
Want to find the best deal for dinner or a show? Just ask Millie; she
always seems to know. Not too long ago, my husband and I joined her
and her mate for an evening out. She had discount coupons to an
ersatz concert. For $10 a person, what did we have to lose?

As we stood in line, waiting to buy our tickets, I noticed Millie
intently reading the fine print on her coupon. “Did you know that we
could get in for $5, if we were accompanied by a child?” she asked.

It was then that she became aware that a family of five was stand-
ing in front of us, waiting to buy their tickets. “Pardon me,” she said to
the mother, “but can I borrow one of your children for a minute …”

Yes women do love a sale, but what about men? A gentleman I know
once bragged about getting a brand-name winter jacket at a fabulous
price. He saw it “on sale” at Sears, but thought he could do better. He
traveled from one end of the city to the other, emptying his gas tank
and checking prices until he found the same item for a few dollars
less. And speaking of gas tanks, there are men who will drive miles out
of their way, just to get a few cents off per litre of gas. What kind of
sale is that?

I contend that being attracted to an attractive price transcends the
boundaries of sex and stereotypes. Winnipeggers have been known to
camp out overnight in front of furniture, electronics and appliance
stores (often in frigid weather), for a fabulous sale price. Then of
course there is Boxing Day, when hordes of folks across the country
line up for hours in a frenzied attempt to find that valuable “gem”
amidst a pile of tired merchandise from the year gimmel.

Buying “on sale” is part of the human condition. When you think
you have gotten something of value at a bargain basement price, it’s
like winning a prize.

Lebanon allows Gaza-bound ship to sail
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Lebanon will allow a Gaza-bound ship to set sail for Cyprus. 
The French-registered ship, named Julia, requested permission to sail to Cyprus since

Lebanese law does not allow ships to sail to ports under Israeli control, including Gaza. The
ship likely will change its route at sea. 

Lebanese Transport Minister Ghazi al-Aridi said late Sunday night on Lebanese television
that he had granted the ship’s request to sail, Haaretz reported. The Julia still must be cleared
by port authorities. 

Aridi reportedly also denied the existence of a second ship, the Miriam, which was sup-
posed to carry only women. 

Israel has appealed to other countries and the United Nations to halt the Lebanese flotilla.
On Sunday morning, Israel told the United Nations and Lebanon through a third party that
it will use all necessary means to stop ships from breaking its blockade of Gaza. 

“Israel reserves its right under international law to use all necessary means to prevent these
ships from violating the existing naval blockade imposed on the Gaza Strip,” Israel’s ambas-

sador to the United Nations, Gabriela Shalev, wrote in a letter to
U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.

‘No talk’ of Revolutionary Guards escorting
Iran aid ship

JERUSALEM (JTA) – “There has been no talk” of Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards escorting an Iranian aid ship bound for Gaza,
an Iranian Red Crescent spokesman said. 

The ship, called The Children of Gaza, will leave on Sunday,
spokesman Abdul Rauf Adibzadeh announced Tuesday, according
to the ISNA Iranian student news agency. 

Earlier this month, the Revolutionary Guards reportedly said it was
willing to escort aid flotillas to Gaza. The paramilitary corps, found-
ed after the Iranian Revolution in 1979, is a powerful protector of
the Iranian regime. 

The privately owned ship, which will arrive in waters off the Gaza
Strip in about two weeks, will be carrying about 1,000 tons of med-
icine and food aid, as well as clothing and toys donated by Iranian
citizens. It also will be carrying five Red Crescent volunteers and
five reporters, Adibzadeh said. 

The ship will sail through the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea and
enter the Mediterranean Sea via the Suez Canal, according to
reports. Egypt reportedly has refused to close the canal to the ship. 

Iran announced it would send aid to Gaza via sea and air late last
month following Israel’s interception of a Gaza-bound Turkish flotil-
la, during which nine Turkish passengers were killed. 

The Red Crescent sent an aid ship to Gaza in December 2008 that
was intercepted by Israel’s Navy. 

Israel has called for aid to be brought to its Ashdod port, where the
cargo can be inspected and transported to Gaza. 
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Jill Brandes

FREE DELIVERYON ORDERSOVER $75E

New, Used & Rental Walkers, Scooters, Lift Chairs, Wheelchairs,
Bath Aides & Other Aides for Daily Living.

NEW PRIDE SCOOTERS AND LIFTCHAIRS

Mention this ad & receive 10% off 
the rental or purchase of any item

551 Osborne
453-6473

www.renewmobility.ca

DIRECTOR, JEWISH CAMPUS LIFE

The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg has an exciting opportunity for an up and 
coming professional who will staff Jewish Students’ Association/Hillel as the 
focal point for Jewish student life in Winnipeg. Working closely with students, 
leadership and volunteers, the Director implements programming that includes 
Israel advocacy initiatives. Other duties include budget management, outreach 
and engagement and social networking to reach students and build relationships 
and partnerships with other groups. The Director of Jewish Campus Life reports 
to the Planning Director of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, and is supported 
by Federation staff and with the resources of national and international Jewish 
student organizations.

development are highly desirable. The ability to communicate effectively with 
students, professionals and lay leadership is essential. An advanced degree, and 
prior professional experience is preferred. A car is essential. 

Salary is commensurate with experience.

Email letter and resume by July 15, 2010 to . 

How far are you willing to go to hunt down a bargain? 
ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES
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I am wary of investment tips. Most are a recipe for losing money. But investing

with Romspen is absolutely the best investment decision I ever made. In fact,

I have reinvested many times over the years.

Don’t confuse Romspen with the scammers. Romspen is not too good to be

true. It is a fund of first mortgages in Canada that is managed by experienced

and fine people. It works because they know what they are doing. Their 

excellent reputation with both investors and borrowers is well deserved.

Gilles Schipper

Learn more by visiting the Romspen website. Call for an information package.

162 Cumberland Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3N5

1.800.494.0389

www.romspen.com

Romspen is the best financial decision I have ever made.

By MYRON LOVE
“I believe that religious traditions have some-

thing to contribute to discussions concerning
public policy on an international basis,” says
Rabbi Richard Marker. “The challenge for us as
religious leaders is to get beyond platitudes and
use the depth of our knowledge to bring about
concrete action.”

Rabbi Marker was one of several Jewish dele-
gates who attended a World Religions Summit
which was held in Winnipeg from June 21- June
23 preceding the G20 Summit in Ontario last
week. About 80 high profile religious leaders
from around the world attended the gathering
with the goal of sending a unified message to
government leaders of the G8/G20 nations.

At the Winnipeg Summit, religious communi-
cators met to hear speakers and discuss how
current issues of faith are represented in the
popular media, as well as debate human rights and religious freedom
from the perspective of poverty, the environment and peace and security.

Among the 80 member guest list of delegates to the interfaith summit
were representatives of all Christian faith traditions as well as from Islam,
Buddhist, Aboriginal, Hindu, Sikh, Baha’i, Shintoism and Judaism.

In addition to Rabbi Marker (in his role as Vice Chair of the International
Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations), the Jewish world was
represented by Rabbi Adam Scheier, President of the Montreal Board of
Rabbis and spiritual leader of Congregation Shaar Hashomayim in
Westmount, Rabbi Stanley Gutow, the President and Chief Executive
Officer of the Jewish Council for Public Affairs, the public policy and com-
munity relations coordinating agency of the American Jewish community
and Benjamin Shinewald, the National Executive Director and General
Counsel for the Canadian Jewish Congress.

“Those were two very intense days,” says Rabbi Scheier. “We were
exposed to other religious traditions we wouldn’t normally come in con-
tact with in Montreal,” he says, citing, for example, an Aboriginal presen-
ter and female African minister. 

Shinewald adds that the religious conference was an “exciting opportu-
nity to come together with representatives of other religious communities
and discover how much we have in common.”

Rabbi Gutow feels that it was good for the Jewish world to be repre-
sented in a summit like this. “Although discussions concerning Israel and
Anti-Semitism were not on the agenda, there were undoubtedly people in
the room whom are antagonistic to us and might have tried to control
things if we weren’t represented,” he comments.

Rabbi Marker agreed with Rabbi Gutow about the importance of hav-
ing Jewish voices at the table. “It looked like the organizers were being
careful,” he says. “The talks focused on what brings us together rather than
what divides us.”

Rabbi Marker found the discussions to be quite interesting but isn’t sure
that anything authoritative came out of them. “We are dealing with pro-
found questions concerning the relationship between human beings and
the environment and the division of natural resources,” he says. “Religious
traditions have something to say about this but what we have to say must
be meaningful, not trite.”

Rabbi Gutow also thinks that it is important for
religious leaders to make their voices heard on
behalf of issues such as world peace, immigra-
tion, poverty and the environment. “It is our job
as religious leaders to speak out on behalf of
those who are underrepresented in society,” he
points out. 

Sidebar:
Rabbi Marker also teaches a course in

Philanthropy at New York University. “I teach
people who give money away how to go about
it,” he says. “We look at the role of the funder,
how to determine where to give, how to measure
the effectiveness of the gift and what the financial
rules and laws are. While it would be inappropri-
ate for me to tell people where to give, I aim to
teach them how to give more effectively.”

Jewish representatives at world religious conference in Winnipeg
welcomed opportunity to meet with like-minded colleagues

RABBI RICHARD
MARKER

Vice Chair of the
International

Jewish Committee
on Interreligious

Consultations

RABBI STANLEY
GUTOW

President and Chief
Executive Officer

of the Jewish
Council for Public

Affairs

Students of many faiths put heads together to present
G8 recommendations to world religious leaders 

By REBECA KUROPATWA
On June 22, Gen-Y to G-8 – A Multifaith Dinner to Inspire Change was

held at the U of W, with proceeds donated to support malaria eradication,
education, and micro-financing in Mali, West Africa. 

The dinner was part of the June 21-23 fifth G8 Religious Leaders Summit.
Student Maxim Berent, said he attended the dinner-and-discussion “to

be engaged with people from other faith backgrounds.
“We all live in one world, and must work together to build a better future.

No matter what our religious backgrounds, we must still have similar goals
as youth leaders.”

Berent shared his story along with those of other faiths, and his table
focused on the environment. “We discussed today’s environment, what
we’re facing in the future, and our faith’s connection to our topic. We
agreed that we must educate more people about living in a sustainable
environment – living and thinking green – and bring this to a national level
in schools [because] if not now, when?”

Student Eyal Kraut said he attended the event “to try to be part of the solu-
tion.

“It was really interesting to talk with others from different backgrounds
about our shared concerns. Generally, we all had fairly similar views on
the necessity to combat these problems...[by] teaching people that caring
about environmental issues is strongly related to our religions as we’re not
supposed to destroy Creation and what we’ve been given.

“Besides potentially affecting international policy, the discussions made
the participants reflect and learn about how to personally make positive
changes.”

Student Paul Meyerson and his table discussed peace and security. He
said, “The one major thing we agreed on was the need to disarm and stop
the spread of nuclear weapons. It was good to openly talk about common
issues we all face. We agreed that Iran should be stopped from having
nuclear weapons as the Iranian President has threatened to wipe Israel off
the face of the earth. No nation should have to face that sort of threat.

“We decided that to help achieve peace and security, states must feel
safe and secure within their borders and should work with others to
achieve economic and financial goals so places like Africa can catch up
with North America and Europe in terms of living standards.”



Denys Volkov
can be consid-
ered a new
internationalist
– but not in any
dogmatic or
outmoded way.

He thinks like
a modern, intelligent person should.

“In the 21st century, it’s not relevant to
what ethnic group you belong,” says the
engaging Volkov, 30, a senior policy ana-
lyst and executive assistant to Mayor
Sam Katz, whose paternal grandfather
and maternal great grandfather – who
was murdered by the Nazis during the
Second World War – were Jewish.

“What matters is getting along with
people because of who they are as
human beings.”

Professor Myroslav Shkandrij, who
teaches in the Department of German
and Slavic Studies, says it has been inter-
esting working with Volkov on a couple
of cultural projects.

“He’s a good contact for us to have,” he adds.
“We’ve worked well together. It’s nice to have a recent immigrant

who knows the situation. Denys is easy to work
with.”

Volkov, who was born and raised in Kharkiv in east-
ern Ukraine, took a circuitous route to Winnipeg.

“When I was 20 and at university, I had an oppor-
tunity to study English in London, England,” he says
during an interview in a narrow board room at City Hall.

“My dad, Alexander, borrowed some money from a friend to send
me to England. I already knew a little bit of English. When I arrived, I

started working part time
as a dishwasher at a
restaurant and as a wait-
er. Then, I worked as a
bartender in a traditional
English pub, as well as
being a fulltime student. I
met a lot of very interest-
ing people in London. It
was a very exciting time
in my life, and I explored
England.”

Then, one day, a friend
informed Volkov, who’s
fluent in three languages,
about “a university fair”
where all the universities
in England come togeth-
er to recruit students.

So, naturally he attend-
ed the event.

“I was going from
booth to booth asking
them if they offered

scholarships,” says Volkov.
“And, then a college that was affiliated with City University in

London offered me a scholarship on the spot if I took their offer imme-
diately. So, I accepted it because it was anoth-
er new challenge and an opportunity for me.
So, they gave me a few months to wrap up my
school and work.”

Then, he moved to Redding, a town in
Berkshire in the South East of England to do an

undergraduate degree in business and politics.
“I’ve always been very interested in politics because I lived through

the collapse of the Soviet system and the (ensuing) difficult economic
times,” explains Volkov, who also has a B.A. in econom-
ics from a university in Kharkiv.

“My entire family lost all their savings just like millions
of others. So, the university allowed me to study interna-
tional politics. When I graduated in 2003, I was again
looking for what to do next. And, I came across this one
article about Winnipeg on a Ukrainian website. It said
how friendly the city is to newcomers.”

So, he checked out the local universities on the internet
to see if he could come here as a student.

“And, I found the Masters of Public Administration,
which is a joint program at the University of Winnipeg
and University of Manitoba,” continues Volkov, praising
the support he received from Professor James Algie in
Redding and Dr. Ken Gibbons here.

After graduating from the two year program, he was
hired by the City of Winnipeg.

“I help the Mayor’s director of policy and agenda man-
agement, Ms. Kristo Boryskavich, with policy develop-
ment,” says Volkov, observing that Mayor Katz is a very
kind person who does “a lot of good things behind the
scenes,” and is a very dynamic and positive person as a
boss.

“I also attend meetings with the mayor and help citi-
zens to address their concerns, anything from garbage
not being picked up to large projects. One of the reasons
I’ve stayed in Winnipeg is because I’ve made good
friends. I love the space here, the nature and the lifestyle.
And, Canada, as a country, offers opportunities to new-
comers. The democratic system here has to be recog-
nized as the best in the world.”

He insists that he’d like to remain in Winnipeg.
“But, I can’t guarantee anything,” says Volkov, adding

that he is looking forward to soon receiving his Canadian
citizenship.

“It’s important to have a globalized view of the world. I
wouldn’t rule out going elsewhere at some point.”

He would be a success anywhere.
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Martin Zeilig

The Rose and Max Rady Jewish Community Centre is a not-for-profit community agency offering state of

the art fitness facilities. We provide a broad range of programs and services to meet the needs of our

members, the Jewish community, and the community at large. Our programs serve all age groups and

abilities and provide an array of cultural, social, health, fitness and recreational opportunities.

Youth Coordinator & BBYO Director

The Rady JCC is seeking an experienced and creative individual to play the key role in organizing and

coordinating youth programs and activities for the Rady JCC with a key focus of maintaining and

fostering our leading youth program BBYO.

The ideal candidate will possess:

• an undergraduate degree in a related field

• strong organizational and interpersonal skills

• effective program administration, planning and coordination experience

• Knowledge of Jewish culture, traditions and practice

Responsibilities include:

• Developing and implementing youth oriented programs and activities for JCC teen participants

• Reaching out to Jewish teens and collaborating with other Jewish youth groups in the community

• Recruiting, training and evaluating advisors for BBYO chapters

• Identifying and implementing youth leadership opportunities and team building activities

• Overseeing BBYO regional and chapter membership, recruitment, retention and administration

• Coordinating BBYO regional and Adult Board fundraising activities

• Serving as the Lead Staff at all BBYO conventions, meetings and local activities

This position is for nine months from September – May with the possibility of expansion to 12 months.

Interested individuals are invited to forward their resumes with salary expectations by

Friday, July 16, 2010

Human Resources

Rose and Max Rady Jewish Community Centre

Suite B100-123 Doncaster Street

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3N 2B3

Fax: 477-7530

Email: radyhr@radyjcc.com

We thank all applicants who apply; however only those selected for further consideration will be

contacted.

This is a full-time year-round position

Denys Volkov: Mayor’s Executive Assistant has exotic background

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

DENYS VOLKOV and MAYOR SAM KATZ. Photo courtesy of Kristina
Shatova.

“In the 21st century, it’s not
relevant to what ethnic

group you belong.”



By MYRON LOVE 
The Palestinian Authority – which governs the sovereign mini-state

on the West Bank (although known as Judea and Samaria and “occu-
pied territories” although the area is not actually “occupied”) – is in a
bit of a conundrum. On the one hand, presumably the PA would like
to maintain the image of the suffering, oppressed Palestinians (because
of Israeli “occupation”) in order to keep the billions of dollars in
Western aid flowing (although how the PA is going to sue the recent
American gift of $400 million to rebuilt Gaza when it doesn’t have any
authority in Gaza is also a puzzle).

On the other hand, the government of Prime Minister Salah Fayyad is
also trying to present an image of the area as a modern, peaceful society
in order to attract investment. Investors are not likely going to invest their
money in a poverty-stricken, unstable supposedly “occupied” area.

The truth is that the PA-run Palestinian state is doing very well indeed
independent of Western largesse. There are basket case economies out
there in places such as Zimbabwe, Somalia and North Korea. The
Palestinian entity on the West Bank isn’t one of them.

Case in point, a recent article in the travel section of the New York
Times wrote about the growing number of nightclubs and fine dining
restaurants in Ramallah, the PA capital. The night life – clubs and fine
dining – were also featured in a recent BBC report. There has been a
26% increase in the number of cars sold in the area. Israeli Arabs are
flocking to the West Bank Arab towns and cities to shop because prices
are better there than in Israel. The economy grew 7% last year – out-
stripping most of the rest of the world.

The PA is even planning to build a new city in the area – the first such
project in more than 60 years.

Are all the Palestinians on the West Bank prospering? There are undoubt-
edly pockets of poverty still as there is everywhere. Unemployment is still
high and the PA’s new policy of boycotting products produced in Jewish
communities in the region may well exacerbate that. Part of the reason for
the boycott is to try to encourage Palestinians to buy more Palestinian-
products - and increase Palestinian employment – rather than the pre-
ferred Israeli produce and products. As part of the boycott, the PA is try-
ing to persuade 30,000 Palestinians who work in the so-called “illegal”
Israeli settlements to quit their jobs. A recent poll I saw indicated that 60%
of the Palestinians workers were not willing to quit.

One factor in the growing Palestinian economic success is the estab-
lishment of law and order – and peace – by the new American-trained
Palestinian police force. The other – although he won’t receive any cred-
it for it – are the policies of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
One of his first stated goals on becoming Prime Minister was that he

wanted to take measures to help improve the Palestinian economy. He
has been as good as his word. As the Palestinian police force has
increasingly shown that it can enforce law and order, the Israelis have
been removing more and more roadblocks that were an impediment to
Palestinian commerce. There are now just 14 such roadblocks left.

Now Gaza – which is ruled by Hamas (an Islamic extremist regime
with an implacable hostility to Israel) is a different matter. Even there
though, the image of an “occupied” people suffering severe deprivation
is wholly inaccurate. If you listen to these so-called humanitarians try-
ing to bring food and medicine to Gaza, you would think that the Israeli
(and Egyptian) blockade is starving the Gazans.

First of all, clearly, Israel does not “occupy” Gaza. Secondly, Israel
supplies Gaza with almost all its water and electricity as well as allow-
ing plentiful food and medicine in. And Israel also provides free med-
ical treatment for Gazans with serious ailments. Hundreds of Gazans
cross over to Israel for medical treatment every month. In fact, I have
seen a report that Gazans desperate to leave Gaza have been known to
fake having cancer in order to be allowed by the Hamas government to
leave.

In addition to the copious amounts of food that Israel is letting in, the
Gazans themselves are smuggling more food and luxury goods (includ-
ing cars) through the many tunnels connected Gaza and Egyptian-ruled
Sinai. And another Sunday New York Times piece, a photo essay - “Gaza
Through Fresh Eyes” - by Katie Orlinsky (with text by Ethan Bronner)
paints a picture of “relative modernity” – of cellphone stores and pricey
restaurants, a busy intersection in Rafah, shoppers buying wedding dress-
es and fishermen and farmers going about their work.

“For nearly everyone who visits Gaza, often with worry of danger and
hostility, what’s surprising is the fact that daily life, while troubled, often
has the staggering quality of the very ordinary,” Bronner noted. “The pic-
tures show that life is going on in a very normal fashion.”

The issues for the people of Gaza are a repressive Islamic government,
high unemployment (because of the Hamas government attitude to Israel
and Egypt), the lack of ability to travel freely outside of Gaza and a short-
age of housing brought about both by the large population and the
destruction of many buildings during the Gaza War 18 months ago.
While Hamas has somehow found the money to re-arm itself with the
latest missile technology, building new housing for their people is obvi-
ously not a priority. In fact, in May, the Hamas government actually
demolished up to 40 houses to make way for a new mosque. The home-
owners were dragged out of their homes without warning in the early
hours of the morning and dumped on the street. One Palestinian was
quoted as saying that at least the Israelis warn people before they destroy
their houses (after a resident of the house took part in act of terrorism).

So in sum, Palestinian daily life is not nearly as dire as the Moslem
world and Western humanitarians make it out to be. There are many
people in many parts of the world who are much worse off. You need
look no farther than Canadian (and American) Aboriginal communities
plagued by grossly inadequate housing, very high unemployment, a
poor quality of education and high rates of disease. Now that is a
shande!
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WINNIPEG’S
BIGGEST LOSER
the Teen Challenge

12 WEEKS TO A HEALTHIER YOU –
For TEENS ages 13 to 18. A Challenge to develop
healthier eating and exercise routines
Work with a Psychologist and a Personal Trainer from Serratus gym throughout
the summer. Phone 477-8555 (Dr. Moser’s office) to inquire about fees, times, and
requirements. Financial subsidies are available for those in need.
For obese teens with a Body Mass Index (BMI) of 30 or more 
(Google BMI calculator or go to to www.nhlbisupport.com/bmi to calculate your
BMI.)

Information Session at Serratus Personal Training Gym, 11-1700 Corydon Ave.
(between Renfrew and Lanark), Tuesday, July 13th at 6:30 pm

Group Sessions are held bi-weekly for 12 weeks, from July 19th to October 8th,
2010. Sessions occur on Mondays at 3:00 pm and Fridays at 11:00 am, and last
one hour in duration.

Learn about nutrition; physical health; and wellness in general. Discover
motivational techniques that will help you learn healthy eating and exercise habits.
Have fun, win prizes, and talk to others that face similar struggles. 

Palestinian symbols of prosperity put the lie to accepted view of oppressive poverty

CHEVRA MISHNAYES SYNAGOGUE

MORE THAN 100 YEARS STRONG!

COME ENJOY HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICES
WITH

CANTORS GERRY DAIEN & ALBERT BENNAROCH

Call 338-8503 to reserve your seats today!!

Mixed Seating
Membership: Family $175 Single $150

All Seats with Membership (age 21 & older): $115
~ OR ~

Let our Shul host your special event:
Life Cycle Events � Bar & Bat Mitzvah � Social Events
Call 339-4396 for information, site inspection

or to book your event today!

Hamas again rejects Red Cross-Shalit visit
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Hamas has turned down another official

request from the International Red Cross to visit Gilad Shalit in the
Gaza Strip. 

Israel Radio reported Wednesday that the terrorist group that runs
Gaza rejected the request to visit Shalit, one of several made since
the Israeli soldier’s capture in a cross-border raid four years ago. 

Hamas fears that Israel could then use a military operation to free
Shalit, the Hamas newspaper Falastin quoted Hamas lawmaker
Yehia Moussa as saying. Such an operation could endanger Shalit’s
life, Moussa implied in the interview. 



Friday afternoon for graduates who
were also YMHA members and
there was a video link-up with 45
St. John’s graduates who now live

in Israel.
For former students such as oral surgeon Dr. David Rusen (Class of ’66),

Carol (Shnitzler) Van Walleghem (Class of ‘58), Kitty (Weinberg) Silver
(Class of ’38) and Hy Dashevsky (Class of ’49) and his wife, the former
Esther Dubnicoff (class of ’55), the highlight of the weekend was getting
together with people they hadn’t seen at least since the last reunion 25
years ago and in some cases a lot longer. (The Dashevskys actually met
at the school’s 50th anniversary reunion.)

Esther (Dubnicoff) Dashevsky noted that she lived right across the street
from the school. “I used to be able to get to school in minutes,” she said.
“I made many lifelong friends at St. John’s.”

David Rusen remembered his time at St. John’s as among the best years

of his life. “I went to St. John’s for six years,” he recalled. “I was in the first
Grade seven class. I always enjoyed coming to school.”

It was a feeling that Beryl (Pearlman) Moser (Class of ’49), shares. She
remembered always being eager to get to school in the morning. “I par-
ticipated in everything,” recalled Moser, who lives in Montreal. “I was on
the basketball and volleyball teams and was a cheerleader. I am very
excited to be here.”

Moser was joined at the reunion by her sister members of the Gabalots,
her old YMHA club. The other club members attending the reunion, she
noted, were Annette (Shefrin) Rayman from Whittier, California, Tootsie
(Bernstein) Plotka from Birmingham, Alabama, Phyllis (Wilder) Brody
from St. Paul, Minnesota, Judy (Green) Shane from Vancouver, Rith
(Coodin) Brass from Toronto and Winnipeggers Sondra (Werier) Rice,
Boomy (Rosen) Roitman, Selma (Sinaisky) Smordin, Nina (Globerman)
Chisvin and Marcie (Slobinsky) Raber. (Club member Zora Ditlove Stern
passed away a few years ago.)

(The Gabalots were one of two YMHA clubs – the other being the boys
club, the Bisons – that piggy-backed their club reunions with the St.
John’s reunion.)

Toronto realtor Barbara (Silver) Jerome (Class of ’67) fondly remem-
bered the ballroom dancing lessons in gym class and participating in the
school operettas.

She was also excited to see one of her teachers, Wally Holowka. “He
remembered me,” she said.

Martin Yaffe (also Class of ’67) credited his Science teacher, the late
Bernie Melman, for stimulating his interest in the sciences. Yaffe is a pro-
fessor and researcher in Medical Biophysics at the University of Toronto,
Senior Scientist in Imaging Research at Sunnybrook Health Sciences
Centre in Toronto and a Consultant Physicist for the Ontario Breast
Screening Program. He developed a digital technology which can detect
breast cancer at an earlier stage.

“The quality of education we received here and some of the extracur-
ricular programs you didn’t find anywhere else in Winnipeg at that time,”
he said.

Joannie Fridell was a student (Class of ’68) and a teacher at St. John’s
(’74-’92). She and Alex Carr (who taught sciences at the school from
1967 to 1997) recalled that there was a feeling of family among the
teachers. “Many of the teachers were long time staff members,” Carr said. 

“We were a close knit staff,” Fridell added. She also praised the quali-
ty of the principals and vice-principals in her time at the school, citing in
particular Henry Promislow who was a long time vice-principal.

When Carr started teaching at the school, he noted, the student popu-
lation was about 2,200. By the time he left, the student population had
declined to about 1,100 reflecting the decline in the neighbourhood and
dropping enrolments across the city.

One of St. John’s oldest graduates in attendance at the reunion was the
illustrious and storied Harry Walsh Q.C. The 96-year-old philanthropist –
who graduated in 1929 - is one of Canada’s longest serving and best
known trial lawyers as well as having been a Jewish community leader.
It was only fitting that for the closing ceremony Walsh was chosen to pass
the torch to a student representing the current generation of students as
St. John’s High School sets forth on its second 100 years.
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CAROL (SHNITZLER)
VAN WELLEGHEM

DR. DAVID RUSEN HARRY WALSH KITTY (WEINBERG)
SILVER

HY & ESTHER DASHEVSKY former teachers JOANNIE FRIDELL 
& ALEX CARR

MYRON LOVE & (cousin) BERYL 
(PEARLMAN) MOSER

St. John’s Anniversary
(Cont. from page 1.)

Some of the attendees at the St. John’s reunion:



lighting should have been
a little brighter to make it
easier to find and to recog-
nize people.

The formal part of the
program began prior to
dinner being served with
greetings form all levels of
government and the
Winnipeg School division.
The real kickoff was the
toast to the school given
by all time favourite
Monty Hall. He spoke of his North End roots, years as a St. John’s High stu-
dent, how fortunate he was to be helped by a mentor and the importance
of giving youth a chance. You just got that warm feeling that without Monty
Hall who was the MC at the 75th reunion, this 100th would be missing
something!

The entertainment began with the Alumni Choir ably directed by Richard
Yaffe (class of ’73). Some very strong voices could be heard with a medley
of songs from Camelot, the school musical production of 1971. 

A moving rendition of our school song “Jerusalem” was also included.
The St. John’s Vocal Jazz Ensemble added to the evening as did jazz singer
extraordinaire Colleen Savage (class of ’67) accompanied by the Janice
Findlay Band. 

When Burton Cummings and his band,
the Carpet Frogs appeared, many people

flocked to the stage and stood there for the entire performance. I returned
to my seat about halfway through and enjoyed myself while focusing on
one of the four large screens in the room. 

Along with most others, I revelled in the feeling that this performance was
unique, especially tailored for our “home crowd.” In between the hits from
the 60s and 70’s Burton commented and reminisced with us. Did I almost
feel like Burton was singing just for me? Almost! The evening ended with
dance music played until 1.00 a.m. by the Janice Findlay Band. 

I arrived at the Gala at 5:00 p.m. and left after 119
:00 a.m. What an unforgettable evening! I could still hardly wait for the

Sunday events. According to Yogi Berra, “It ain’t over ‘till it’s over!” And as
Johnny Mathis sings “Wonderful Wonderful”!

Independence in 1948, and
many had been in subse-
quent wars. The song
“Jerusalem” was, therefore,
very prophetic for them -
“Nor shall my sword sleep in
my hand.

Till we have built
Jerusalem”

They had been forced to
take up the sword several
times to defend their adopted
country.

There were many stories about the teachers at St
John’s, and the general feeling was that we had
been very lucky to have such devoted principals as
Mr. Reeve and Mr. Ridd, and such devoted and
excellent teachers. And many made the point that
because Tech was indeed a technical school as
well, many useful subjects such as Typing, Home
Economics and Shops were also learned.

My father, Jack Silverberg, had taught about half
the people at the reunion and he was warmly
remembered as having a true knack for driving
mathematics into unmathematical minds. Many
felt that they would have had trouble getting into
university if they had not been able to pass Math,
and thus felt that he had helped them get a career.

Many remembered the activities outside school
such as the Nordic pool hall, Kelekis, Salisbury
House, The IT shop, The Good Earth, the College
Theater or one of the other six theaters in the North
End.

All remembered being part of the Zionist enter-
prise by belonging to one of the Zionist youth
groups that eventually lead to our setting up our
stakes in Israel. 

Some remembered the rigid discipline and biting
tongue (and swinging hand) of Cantor Brownstone
of blessed memory, as he taught the songs of
Shabbat and the festivals at Hebrew School.

Many brought old old copies of the “Torch”,
where we could relive old happenings and see
faces of “The Way We Were”. (Could it be that it
was all so simple then, or has time rewritten every
line?)

Altogether it was a wondrous event and we are
now busily preparing for the next such party in 25
years - 2035.
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BARBARA (SILVER) JEROME (Class of
67) and husband HARRY from
Toronto at St. John’s reunion.

DR. MARTIN YAFFE (class of ’67) and
wife, ROBIN ALTER also from Toronto.

BURTON CUMMINGS

Night to
remember

(Cont. from page 1.)

Reunion in Israel
(Cont. from page 1.)

In the front row are NOMY and DUDI
MARGOLESE who graduated in the 50’s and
came to Israel in 1971. Behind them are
FRANK MOSER and RUTH RUSEN
CLAMAN who graduated in 1943.

JACK 
SILVERBERG

Had taught
about half the
people at the
reunion.

Visit our website:
www.chesedshelemes.org

E-mail us at:
chesed@mts.net

For the 8th consecutive year, volunteers and pro-
fessionals from all corners of North America gath-
ered for a three day conference focused on Jewish
death, funeral and burial traditions.

Sponsored by umbrella organization Kavod v’
Nichum /  Jewish Cemetery Association of North
America, the conference offered speakers and work-
shops on a full range of topics, from the practical to
the spiritual.

About 125 participants attended sessions on
cemetery management and development, educating
the community about Jewish rituals, training volun-
teers, organ and tissue donation, and the Jewish
view of the afterlife.  

One of the most popular sessions was a round
table discussion on cremation.  While there are folks
who propose finding ways to embrace cremation as
a Jewish choice, the majority of those in attendance
leaned toward educating Jewish communities about

traditional burial rituals.  

The annual gathering, held this year in Atlanta,
GA, attracted Jews from all denominations.  While
we may have our differences, the underlying princi-
ples of the Jewish approach to death and mourning
unite us. 

Volunteers who perform the mitzvah of Tahara(
washing, ritually purifying and dressing the
deceased) and Shomrim (those who sit with or guard
the deceased)  were invited  to share experiences,
thoughts and feelings . Their depth of commitment
and their gratitude for the opportunity to serve was
truly touching.  

Those of us from Winnipeg returned refreshed and
with renewed purpose. We continue to serve the
community in the spirit of Chesed Shel Emet  (True
Loving Kindness),  by honoring the dead and com-
forting mourners .

From Right to left - MAX ROYTENBERG who
came to the reunion with his wife COOKY
KUSHNER ROYTENBERG. They came to the
reunion from Ireland, where they live. Next to
Cooky is AARON HARLOP, who came to
Israel in 1964 and his father was the mohel
Rev. Charloff. Next to him is GARRY MAAS,
who came to Israel in the 1970’s and worked
as a dentist here all these years. His wife
ROCHELLE, a writer, is behind them as is JUDY
SHOTAN - nee GOTTLEIB.
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ROSH HASHANA

FIRST DAY THURSDAY SEPT. 9
SECOND DAY FRIDAY SEPT. 10

YOM KIPPUR

KOL NIDRE FRIDAY EVENING SEPT. 17
YOM KIPPUR SATURDAY SEPT. 18

TICKET PRICES

Regular Adult Tickets (valid for all services) $105
Restricted Adult Tickets (valid for either holiday) $ 60
Student Tickets (valid for all services) $ 60
...must provide current student card w/photo ID
Children (ages 2-12) $ 25

Services will be held at the VISCOUNT GORT HOTEL
1670 Portage Ave. @ Route 90 overpass

Children’s Centre Provided

- Early Bird Special -
Pay only $90.00 on each Regular Adult Ticket if payment received prior to Aug. 13 

(south)
(north)

Congregation Shir Tikvah
2010 High Holy Day Services will be conducted at the recently

renovated and expanded VISCOUNT GORT HOTEL. 
Membership is NOT a requirement and all are welcome to

attend our services upon purchasing a ticket.
For those people contemplating joining us for the first time this

year, we have introduced a reduced rate for new congregants to
our services. If you’re interested, please contact our President at
(204) 338-5064 for details. 

Our services are Egalitarian Conservative, where all congregants
are welcome and encouraged to participate in the prayers and
readings. To facilitate those with limited Hebrew reading skills,
and to make the various prayers easier to understand, our prayer
books have been designed and printed with more English read-
ings, translations, and commentaries. 

Tickets are reasonably priced, tax deductible, and as in past
years, we offer special ticket rates for students and those wishing
to attend either Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur only services. In
addition, we offer special prices for regular adult tickets, when
purchased prior to August 13th. As our seating is limited, we rec-
ommend that you purchase your tickets early to avoid disappoint-
ment as well as to take advantage of special prices. 

For families with young children, as in past years, we will be
providing a secure, supervised children’s centre for the conve-
nience and comfort of parents and children. 

We are very pleased and proud of our growth since
Congregation Shir Tikvah’s inception eight years ago, and very
much appreciate the support from our congregants.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT OUR HIGH HOLY
DAY SERVICES

Poll: Arab countries favor tough 
Iran sanctions

BERLIN (JTA) – Several Arab countries strongly favor tougher sanc-
tions on Iran to curb its nuclear ambitions, a new poll shows. 

Respondents in Egypt, Jordan and Lebanon were among the most
supportive of such sanctions, according to the ninth annual Pew
Global Attitudes Project released Thursday in Berlin and
Washington. 

Most countries favored a tough stance on Iran, with only Pakistan
and India disagreeing. 

The survey of 25,000 individuals in 22 countries was completed
in May, and was co-sponsored by the German-based Bertelsmann
Foundation. 

Survey questions covered such topics as views of the United
States; President Obama and his foreign policy; attitudes toward
Iran, China and European nations; and views on terrorism and envi-
ronmental issues. 

Israel, which was included in a larger survey last year, was not
included for budgetary reasons, according to U.S.-based journalist
Bruce Stokes, a consultant for the study. 

On Iran, Obama received mixed reviews. In Lebanon, Christians
and Sunni Muslims tended to approve of the U.S. president’s poli-
cies, at 62 percent and 61 percent, respectively, while 98 percent of
Shia Muslims disapproved. 

At 62 percent, Pakistanis were the most disapproving of further
sanctions against Iran, while Egypt, Jordan and Lebanon were
among those strongly favoring tougher sanctions. 

Turkey was the only Islamic country in which those opposing mil-
itary intervention to stop Iran’s pursuit of nuclear weapons slightly
outnumbered those who favored it, 37 percent to 29 percent. 

Overall, Obama received poor grades for his handling of the
Mideast conflict, with only France, Nigeria and Kenya showing a
majority approving of his policies. 

Obama is “amazingly passive on the Israel-Palestinian problem
and I am not sure why,” former U.S. Ambassador to Germany John
Kornblum said at Thursday’s news conference in Berlin releasing the
data. 

In the United States, 41 percent said they disapproved of Obama’s
handling of the Middle East. The highest disapproval came from
Egypt, Jordan and Lebanon – 88 percent, 84 percent and 90 percent,
respectively. 

According to the report, “Clear majorities in Turkey (66 percent)
and Indonesia (56 percent) also disapprove” of his Mideast policies.
Opposition to Obama’s anti-terrorism efforts also has grown in
Muslim countries such as Turkey, Egypt, Jordan and Lebanon. 

Stokes told JTA that there was no way to deduce whether critics
found Obama too tough on Israel or not tough enough. 

“For the purposes of the question it was just how is he doing, and
he seems to be doing less well on that issue than on other issues,”
Stokes said. 

Overall, Obama still enjoys far higher popularity ratings abroad
than at home, the study showed. However, his popularity in Muslim
countries, except for Indonesia, where Obama lived for a few years
as a child, has dropped dramatically over the past year. In Egypt the
percentage of Muslims expressing confidence in Obama fell from
41 percent to 31 percent, and in Turkey from 33 percent to 23 per-
cent. 

Iran seen as advancing toward 
weapons-grade uranium

(JTA) – Iran reportedly has succeeded in enriching uranium to a
level of purity that the West sees as a significant step toward pro-
ducing weapons-grade enriched uranium. 

The more than 37 pounds of uranium enriched to the 20 percent
level of purity will be used as fuel for a medical research reactor,
Iranian officials said in February, when the new enrichment was
ordered begun by Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. 

The uranium was re-enriched from a 5 percent level of purity.
Weapons-grade enriched uranium must reach 90 percent purity. 

The announcement reportedly appeared Wednesday in the state-
run ISNA Iranian student news agency. 

Iran says it is developing its nuclear program for peaceful purpos-
es. 

The United Nations Security Council earlier this month approved
a fourth round of sanctions against Iran in protest of its nuclear
development. 
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Summer is a popular time for weddings. My
own August chupa ceremony took place at
the Hertzlia followed by the dinner and
dance at the  Shaarey  Zedek. Of course
before the guests arrived for the dinner we
took advantage of the beautiful landscaped
grounds surrounding the building and had
our formal pictures taken.

When you walked in the back entrance of
the shul,  you could always smell the delightful aromas coming from
the kitchen. For many years I knew the regular catering staff and
would watch them preparing the catered meals and platters. I recall
the platters of poached salmon, breaded pickerel and lockshin kugels
that the ladies attractively  decorated. The smell of the freshly  brewed
coffee that was placed in the shiny silver  serving set that was placed
at the ends of the dessert table. It was customary for family members
to take a turn pouring coffee and tea at  family weddings or bar / bat
mitzvahs.

Enjoy the following salad, appetizer and dessert ideas for your sim-
cha. Mazel Tov!!!

* * *
From  a girlfriend and former Winnipeger Sue Diamond

SWEET AND SOUR SALMON
2 tbsp ketchup
1 large onion, sliced
1 cup brown sugar
3/4 c vinegar
1 1/4  cup water
1 tbsp pickling spice tied in cheesecloth
10 - 12 slices salmon, whitefish  or carp. 

Combine  first 6 ingredients in large pot and boil 5 to 10 minutes.
Add fish, lower heat simmer 20 minutes. Cool Keeps for 3 weeks
Serve with honey mustard.

* * *
LAYERED PARTY SALAD

1 cup (250 mL) couscous
1 can (19 oz/540 mL) ,lentils, drained and rinsed
1/4 cup (50 mL) chopped fresh basil or coriander
1/2 tsp (2 mL) salt
4 carrots, grated
4 radishes, halved and sliced
2 cups (500 mL) chopped cauliflower florets
2 celery stalks, sliced
1 sweet red pepper , chopped
1-1/2 cups (375 mL) lime Chili dressing, (recipe link below)
1-1/2 cups (375 mL) chilled English cucmbers
2 cups (500 mL) cherry tomatoes, halved   
1 green onion, chopped

In bowl, pour 1-1/2 cups
(375 mL) boiling water over
couscous; cover and let
stand for 5 minutes. Fluff
with fork. Refrigerate until
chilled. With fork, stir in
lentils, basil and salt.
Divide among eight 2-cup
(500 mL) plastic containers
with tight-fitting lids.

In bowl, combine carrots,
radishes, cauliflower, cel-
ery and red pepper. Layer
evenly over couscous.

Drizzle with Lime Chili
Dressing. Sprinkle with
cucumber, tomatoes and
onion. Top with lids; chill
and serve within 4 hours.
Lime Chili Dressing
1 cup (250 mL) vegetable
oil
2 tbsp (25 mL) chili powder
2 tbsp (25 mL) water
4 tsp (18 mL) granulated
sugar 
1 tbsp (15 mL) grated lime
rind or grated lemon rind
2/3 cup (150 mL)lime juice
or lemon juice
1 tsp (5 mL) salt

In jar, shake together oil,
chili powder, water, sugar,

lime rind, lime juice and salt.
* * *

PECAN AND CHOCOLATE ESPRESSO PIE  
1 1/4 cups all-purpose flour
1 pinch salt
6 tablespoons unsalted margarine, chilled
5 tablespoons ice water
1 1/3 cups pecan halves
4 eggs
1 tablespoon instant espresso powder
1/3 cup unsalted margarine, softened
3/4 cup light brown sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1/4 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
1 pinch salt
1 cup light corn syrup

To make crust: In a medium bowl, combine flour and salt and mix
well. With two knives or a pastry blender, cut in margarine until mix-
ture is in fine crumbs. Gradually add just enough ice water so that the
pastry holds together. Form into a ball, then flatten into a disk. Handle
as little as possible. Wrap tightly in plastic wrap and chill for at least
1-2 hours. Roll out crust on lightly floured surface with lightly floured
rolling pin. Turn crust over frequently and lightly re-flour work surface
and rolling pin as necessary. Crust should be rolled into a circle about
13 inches in diameter. Fit crust into an ungreased 9-inch pie plate of
heatproof glass; form a high-standing rim, trimming excess from edges
and pinching or fluting rim decoratively as desired.

Preheat oven to 400°. Thoroughly prick crust all over with fork. Chill
for at least 10 minutes while oven heats. Bake in preheated oven 5
minutes (crust will not brown). Remove to rack and cool completely
before filling. Leave oven at 400°. Break up pecan pieces and sprinkle
them evenly on the bottom of the cooled pie shell.

To make filling: In a small bowl beat eggs to combine. Add espres-
so powder and beat to mix. Let stand at least 10 minutes, beating
occasionally to dissolve espresso. In a medium bowl cream softened
margarine, sugar and vanilla until light and fluffy. Beat in cocoa and
salt. Add egg/espresso mixture 1/3 at a time, beating after each addi-
tion, until smooth. Stir in corn syrup. Mixture will be like custard and
it will be thick. Pour mixture slowly over pecans in pie shell. If any
pecans do not get completely covered by the filling, submerge them
until they do. Let stand 2 to 3 minutes; with toothpick or tip of sharp
knife, pierce any remaining air bubbles (during this standing period,
pecans may rise to top of pie).

Bake in preheated oven for 10 minutes. Reduce heat from 400°o
350° and bake 33-35 minutes longer (or until edges are cracked and
risen but pie center still quivers slightly when pie is shaken gently). Do
not over-bake! If pie begins to brown excessively, cover top lightly
with foil. Remove from oven; cool on rack before serving. Serves 8.

Recipe

By

FRANCINE TELLER

Summer Weddings



The 38th Annual
“Y” Sports Dinner
on June 23rd at the
W i n n i p e g
Convention Centre
has come and gone
and so has former
Oriole shortstop the
legendary Cal
Ripken Jr. also taken
flight. This Baltimore
bird of 21 years, whose iron-man feat of showing up
for work 2,632 consecutive times, will, in all proba-
bility, never be broken. 

Cal was the 13th pro baseball player since 1973,
when the annual fund raiser for the YMHA began, to
be summoned to the plate as headline speaker. 

Did the crowd of approximately 1100 fawn over
and enjoy Cal’s shtick as they did in the past when
the likes of Mickey Mantle, Pete Rose, Johnny
Bench, Steve Stone or manager Sparky Anderson
passed this way? Well, that would all depend upon
your age, expectations, and your love of the great American pastime.

Oh yes, one more thing, it would also depend upon how well you
knew the 49-year-old Cal, the man, away from the diamond where he

whacked 431 homers, banged out 3,184 hits, made 19 straight All-Star
appearances, earned two MVP awards and was elected to Baseball’s
Hall of Fame.

Ripken, whose presentation at the dinner, centered around his book
“Get In The Game” authored by Donald T. Phillips reveals much about
his character. The one-time third sacker (675 games) responds eloquent-
ly to the oft-asked query as to how he managed to overtake and pass the
immortal Lou Gehrig’s consecutive-games played streak of 2,131.

Now, in order to demonstrate how Ripken, an individual who has
proven to be true to himself not only by talking the talk but also walk-
ing the walk, allow me to take you back to 48-hours prior to the gala
dinner to an e-mail I received from Master of Ceremonies, Ernie
Nairn, who had a successful 30-year career in sports broadcasting pri-
marily with the CBC. 

Call it a foreshadowing, if you will, but the missive read: “By the
way, there is no press conference (as is customary) with Ripken. He
did not want to do one and so he will only attend the pre-dinner VIP
reception and then speak at the dinner. That is what he wanted.”

Another omen two days later while at the dinner, I detected follow-
ing the meal the absence of Ripken at the head table. I pondered it for
a moment, and then dismissed it temporarily. Perhaps he just stepped
out for a respite from the ongoing activities such as the annual auc-
tion, which raises monies to help the less fortunate in the Jewish com-
munity, presentation of sports awards such as honouring the Jewish
Athlete of the Year or bringing well deserved recognition to former
Winnipegger Nathan Jacobson a longtime supporter of the Rady JCC.

Those around me at the dinner didn’t appear to notice the absentee
headliner and also didn’t fully comprehend the joke of top notch
entertainer Dave Hemstad, who has appeared in comedy clubs across
the country, when he fired the barb: “Unfortunately Cal had to go to
another speaking engagement in Edmonton.”

Finally, last but not least, like an apparition Ripken returned to a
welcoming applause, and he began his presentation which somewhat
resembled an in-service that might be attended by a group of teach-
ers desperately searching for inspiration or any other working staff for
that matter whose CEO thought being present might bring about
improved employee morale and on-job performance. 

With remote in hand, Ripken took charge of the on-screen graphics,
and outlined in some detail the contents of his aforementioned book in
which he explained what it took for him to achieve his iron-man status. 

Doubtless, his modus operandi, were it applied to ourselves in our
own walks of life, we’d all be rounding third and heading for home
plate while the ball was still rolling around on the outfield’s warning
track.

The Ripken way? Follow these eight affirmations and go for it: have
the right approach and attitude, the will to succeed, passion for what
you do, competitiveness, consistency and ability to adjust to change,
conviction in what you believe, strength both physical and mental,
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Guest speaker at Y Sports Dinner disappeared for a large part 
of the evening – where did he go?

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN
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Special Honouree NATHAN JACOBSON, YAEL KAPLAN, & EZIQUIEL LUBOUKI

CAL RIPKEN JR.
Headline Speaker

(Cont. on page 17. See “Harvey Rosen”.)



and practice life
m a n a g e m e n t
especially with
regard to family. 

As for himself, Cal noted that balance in life
is important. The nature of his career necessi-
tated being a good husband and father at the
same time being forced to sometimes miss
important life events while on the road and at
spring training. “Your personal life is a work
in progress every day,” he pronounced with
conviction. 

Another significant issue this Oriole had to
deal with was almost daily interviews by writ-
ers who would sometimes paint a negative
picture. In the latter part of his career, he
noted, that some of them took umbrage with
his never taking a day off especially when he
was approaching the consecutive-games
streak which was subsequently hurting his
team. “You develop techniques to handle
them,” he explained.

Cal, who by his aforementioned actions
and life philosophy, demonstrated how one

must take control of his own life by having a
game plan. He let it be known in advance
that following his motivational speech that he
would field only four questions from the
audience; just as he didn’t meet with the
media at large and allowed only one reporter
and a single broadcaster an interview a week
prior to his arrival.

In response to his limited queries of the
audience, Cal talked about how at age 19
and in AAA ball at the time, he once played
in a 32-inning game. He disagreed with
Baseball Commissioner Bud Selig not revers-
ing umpire Jim Joyce’s botched first-base call;
thereby costing Tigers’ pitcher Armando
Galarraga a rare perfect game. He admired
both player and ump for their class in a very
difficult circumstance. As for the reinstate-
ment of Pete Rose and his chances of entry
into the Baseball Hall of Fame, Ripken laugh-
ingly responded: “I won’t go there.”
POST PATTER:

University of North Dakota Sioux women’s
soccer team starting goaltender Lauren Sera

(2005-2009) and
high school hockey
standout with St.
Paul’s Crusaders for-
ward Daniel
Fainman were
named co-winners

of 2010 Jewish Athlete of the Year Award. The
latter had 33 goals and 15 assists in 21
games. Runners-up who also would have
been worthy winners in the best field in years
were basketball’s Yael Kaplan, baseball’s
Daniel Worb, and soccer’s Ezequiel Lubocki.
It was the sixth time in 25 years that co-win-
ners shared the award.

Modest honouree Nathan Jacobson after
whom a children’s youth scholarship has been
named is an international businessman who
works in Canada, Israel, Russia and the Ukraine
said it best to his audience when he remarked:
“Everyone of you who are lucky enough to live
in Winnipeg have won the lottery.” 

A splendid O’Canada and Hatikvah by
Alexa Leibl and pianist Laura Minuk added
class to the occasion and Rabbi Alan Green’s
invocation was both thought provoking and
interesting.

In Maccabiah League hockey, Sean Assor
was awarded the “Heart and Soul” award and
“Show & Save” won the league champi-
onship.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hock-
ey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7,
e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca

Some little-known facts about who can be
considered a Jewish “athlete”

A tie in the voting for the Jewish Athlete of the Year Award led to
the rare crowning of two athletes for the title tonight at the 32nd
Annual Y Sports Dinner.

Hockey player Daniel Fainman, who played for his St. Paul’s
Crusaders hockey team this past year, and Lauren Sera, who played
soccer at the University of North Dakota, were announced as this
year’s winners. For Lauren, her achievement matches that of her sis-
ter Liz, who was the Jewish Athlete of the Year last year.

Other nominees included Yael Kaplan for basketball, Eziquiel
Lubouki for soccer, and Daniel Worb for baseball.

As a sidelight, last year’s runner up for the award, Gerald Levin,
who is an active polo player, was not in the running this year,
although this writer had wanted to nominate his horse. Word has it
that Gerald’s fine equine specimen had undergone a briss (Isn’t that
what a gelding is?) and had been renamed “Sea Brisket” - a name
quite appropriate to a Jewish horse. (A horse is a horse of course,
unless he’s the wonderful Mr. Ed - who was also once a possibility
for Jewish athlete of the year in his homestate of New York.)

In the spirit of inclusiveness, it is to be hoped that the selection
committee will adopt a more liberal interpretation of who can be
considered a Jewish athlete from now on. After all, word has it that
this year’s special guest speaker, Cal Ripkin, was born Hal Rifkin,
but had to hide his Jewishness so that he would not be prevented
from chasing after his incredible “iron man” streak by having to
abstain from playing on Shabbes.

-BB
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Community news

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, July 2. Candles: 9:22. Mincha: 8:00. Shacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 9:20. Shabbat ends:

10:32. Sunday morning services: 9:00. Weekday morning services: 8:00. Evening services for
the week of July 4-8: 9:15.

Friday, July 9. Candles: 9:19. Mincha: 8:00. Shacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 9:15. Shabbat ends:
10:27. Evening services for the week of July 11-15: 9:10.

July 12 Rosh Chodesh Av.
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional

Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, July 2 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 9:13

p.m.
Saturday, July 3 - Pinchas - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 10:32 p.m. 
Sunday, July 4 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, July 5-Thursday, July 8 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
Friday, July 9 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 9:19

p.m.
Saturday, July 10 - Mattot-Masel - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 10:27 p.m.
Sunday, July 11 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, July 12 - morning service 7:15 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Rosh Chodesh

Tuesday, July 13-Thursday, July 15 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK

561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office. 
Friday, July 2 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30

p.m.; Candle Lighting 9:22 p.m.
Shabbat, July 3 - Parashat Pinchas. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.;

Havdallah 10:22 p.m.

Friday, July 9 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30
p.m.; Candle Lighting 9:19 p.m.

Shabbat, July 10 - Parashat Matot-Masei. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Family Service 10:30
a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 10:19 p.m.

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Holidays 9:00 a.m. 
Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:15 p.m.
HEBREW CONGREGATION OF WINNIPEG BEACH

In their new expanded synagogue building located at Camp Massad. Services every
Saturday morning only, commencing at 9:30 a.m. with Kiddush to follow. You are invited to
join us and enjoy an Egaliterian Shabbat Service.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297

Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom

Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, July 2 at 9:22 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Pinchas. Mincha Service at 9:25

p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:32 p.m. Daily Mincha/Maariv Services at 9:20 p.m
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, July 9 at 9:19 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Matot-Masei. Shabbat

Mevarchim. Mincha Service at 9:20 p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:27 p.m.
Monday, July 12 - Rosh Chodesh Av.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 9:15 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be hold-

ing: on Friday, July 2: Shabbat service at 6:15 led by Ariel Lee. On Friday, July 9: Shabbat ser-
vice at 6:15 led by Sherman Lang.

SYNAGOGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

Harvey Rosen
(Cont. from page 16.)

One Day is a Slice of Life
By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN

Some years ago, a supporter of Lubavitch Yeshiva in Edmonton was
diagnosed with a terminal illness. He was hospitalized and given a
few weeks to live. The Lubavitch Rebbe suggested that he don kosher
Tefillin and have kosher Mezuzot placed on his home.

I visited the patient in Edmonton and brought with me a beautiful set
of Tefillin. He informed me that nothing I could say would influence
him to put on Tefillin. “What makes you think that I should listen to
you?” he challenged. “I have been asked many times before to don
Tefillin, by elderly, distinguished rabbis, but I have always refused. I
have not donned Tefillin ever before in my life,” he said. “It is too late
to change now!”

It was a challenging moment. I told him, “No one understands bet-
ter than you that every day is a life unto itself. Every day is a gift. What
difference does it make what you did in the days and years that have
past. Make the most of today’s gift of life and don Tefillin.”

Tears rolled down his face as he held my hand. He thanked me for

(Cont. on page 23. See “Torah Comment”.)



I recently attended a wedding in California.
Who should surface but the four Wall broth-
ers, the sons of Dr. Mark and the late Elsa
Wall. Mark Wall now lives in Phoenix and
has been there for 27 years. With him there
are two of his sons, Richard and Bruce. The
other sons, Murray and Laurence, live in
Ottawa.

It’s fair to say that none of the boys is par-
ticularly happy about being away from Winnipeg, except of course in
January at -25C with a prairie wind blowing. Opportunities and bold
decisions took each of them away. Richard, the eldest son, and his
wife, the former Roberta Polson, also of Winnipeg, left the city on July
1, 1978 for Phoenix, Arizona where he works as a family doctor. He
was in private practice there for fifteen years. 

But for the last 13 years, he’s been working for the famed Mayo
Clinic. Richard and Robbi, as she is known, have two children, Jana
and Michael, both of whom are lawyers. Jana is married to yet anoth-
er lawyer, Mark Zinman, the son of still another ex-Winnipegger, Ted
Zinman.

Brother Laurence had an entirely different career path. He worked
as a staff reporter for the Winnipeg Tribune, then as a broadcaster for
CBC Winnipeg, then left in 1983 to continue with the CBC in
Saskatoon, Fredericton and now Ottawa. 

In 1996, he became the News Producer for CBC Radio in Ottawa.
He lines up and reads on-air fifteen newscasts each weekday. If you’re
in Ottawa and listen to the CBC, it’s hard to miss his newscasts. He
also represents the CBC at many local events, many of them for Jewish
causes, where he puts his emcee talents to good use. 

Laurence met his wife Roslyn Nudell at Carleton University in 1976,
where they both studied Journalism. They have two daughters, Elana,
23 and Alexa, 19. Elana lives in London, England and works for the
Union of Jewish Students. Alexa is a student at Carleton University
and plans to teach.

The third son is Murray. He lives now in Ottawa, just like his broth-
er Laurence. Murray left Winnipeg in 1985 when he was transferred to
Toronto by The Bay. After six years there, he decided to embark on his
own, starting a bath and linen business in Ottawa, which he deter-
mined was ready for that kind of business. Murray needed strong sup-
port from suppliers and a “charitable” lease in the first year. 

But now, 19 years later, there are twelve Beddington’s stores
between Ottawa and Toronto. It’s a long way from Queenston Bay
where Murray and his brothers grew up. Murray married his sweet-
heart, Heather, whom he met at The Bay. Interestingly, one of Murray’s
business partners is none other than Jordan Rosove, yet another ex-
Winnipegger. Murray and Heather are parents to sons Justin, 14 and
Jonah, 9.

The youngest son is Bruce Wall, who lives in Phoenix along with
older brother Richard. Bruce was only 20 when he and his parents left
Winnipeg in 1983 for Arizona. He enrolled at Arizona State University
(ASU) and has never looked back. At first, Bruce had a difficult time
adjusting to the 115 F temperatures. But as the years passed, he’s
become used to it and, not surprisingly, prefers it to the brutal cold of
Manitoba in the winter. 

Bruce married Suzi and, like brother Murray, is the father of two
sons, Matthew, 15 and Daniel, 13. Bruce has worked for the last fif-
teen years with both the Glendale Police department (he moved ahead
of the Jets and their later reincarnation in Glendale) and the Scottsdale
police department in the field of community relations.

The boys, now grown men, recall fondly their days in Winnipeg. Of
course, each of them misses family and friends. Murray treasures the
easier life style of Winnipeg, the lower cost of living, a friendlier com-
munity and cleaner air. He realizes how simple life is here when he
drives down Grant Avenue, so comfortable and relaxed a pace as
compared to Ontario. 

Laurence still follows the Blue Bombers and is just as anxious for the
return of NHL hockey to Winnipeg as is any resident. Laurence is in
fact so tuned into his Winnipeg roots, he connects regularly with a
group of four ex-Winnipeggers at CBC Ottawa. They chat often about
Winnipeg, lamenting the demise of the Wagon Wheel Restaurant for-
merly located in the same building, the Norlyn Building, where the
brothers’ father had his medical office. So strong are his ties to
Winnipeg, Laurence tells anyone who asks, that he lives in Ottawa,
but is a Winnipegger. 

As for Richard who has been gone the longest, he pines for a meal
at Rae & Jerry’s, a real corned beef sandwich from Bernstein’s, rye
bread from City Bread and naturally, fresh goldeye. 

Bruce also has vivid recollections of his Winnipeg days. And like his
brother, Laurence, he thinks of the Wagon Wheel, Kelekis and the
famous Bridge Drive Inn.

What was most obvious after chatting with the Wall brothers and lis-

tening to them talk
about their Winnipeg
memories and then
watching them in
action during the
wedding weekend
celebrations (It was
the wedding of
Michael Wall, son of
Richard), was that
these brothers were a
classic example of
the saying that you
can take the boys out
of Winnipeg, but you
can’t take Winnipeg
out of the boys. 

It was a joy to see
them all together
enjoying this happy
moment. They clear-
ly have a close con-
nection to one another that has lasted all these years even with a large
distance separating the Ottawa brothers from the Phoenix brothers.
There is no Wall separating this family.
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Gerry Posner
Where are they now?

Whatever happened to the Wall brothers?

By

GERALD S POSNER

Picture taken recently at the wedding of Michael Wall at Rancho
Bernado, Ca. in May, 2010. The boys are from left to right and from
youngest to eldest BRUCE, MURRAY, LAURENCE and RICHARD. 

Wall brothers circa 1973.

New Mezuzah affixed at Simkin Centre of the Sharon Home

On Tuesday, June 22, a new
mezuzah designed by Maurice (Mo)
Marr was hung at the front entrance
of the Simkin Centre by Rabbi Neal
Rose. In the photo above, Co-Chairs
of the Sharon Home Board Jack
Litvack (l) and Phyllis Spigelman are
seen with Mo Marr in front of the
newly affixed mezuzah (inset).
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“We are the place to turn to
when one needs help. In these
times of economic and social
uncertainty one thing remains
constant - JCFS will continue to
serve and support the Jewish and
general communities.”

This was the message that JCFS
Executive Director Emily Shane
brought to the audience at the
JCFS Annual General Meeting
held on June 2nd in the Berney
Theatre at the Asper Jewish
Community Centre. Emily
expressed her appreciation for
the ongoing support the agency
receives from the Province of
Manitoba, the Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg, the United Way, the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba, the WRHA, the Asper Foundation, the L. Kerry
Vickar Charitable Foundation, JIAS, Claims Conference,
Mazon Canada and many community supporters.

As Sean Shore has now completed his term as President
of Jewish Child and Family Service, incoming President
Heather Leonoff thanked him for his commitment and lead-
ership over the past two years. Commenting on the board’s
focus during Sean’s tenure as president (as well as during
his predecessor Pam Wener’s tenure) Heather remarked,
“the Board has made significant changes to the structure of
JCFS over the past four years and now that those structures
are in place. I will have the luxury of a strong base on
which to continue to build.”

Heather then outlined the significant role that JCFS plays
in the lives of families in our community. “I am absolutely
convinced that every person in our Jewish community will
need the services of JCFS at some point in their lives, if not
for themselves directly then for a family member,” she said.
“Our goal as a Board is to ensure that we have in place the
right programs and policies to ensure that our community
knows we are here and knows we will provide them with
the highest quality services to help meet their challenges.”

In his financial report, board treasurer Elliott Saunders
announced that the agency reported an excess of revenues
over expenditures of $4,702. He amused the audience by
apologizing for the oversight. “We watched our expenses
so closely that we had an excess of revenue,” he said,
adding that this “was less than 2/10th of a percent on a
$2,705,573 operation.”

Following the business portion of the evening, Manager
of Volunteer Services Einat Paz-Keynan and other JCFS staff
recognized several volunteers for their service to the
agency. These volunteers included Ari Hanson, Zofia
Perlikowski, Barry Weber and Arlene Wiebe who have vol-
unteered for the past five years supporting clients in the
Older Adult Services area, and Daniel Thau-Eleff, who was
commended for his 10 years of service as a Big Brother and
“the wonderful relationship and sincere commitment” he
has established with his special friend. Finally three men
were honoured for 15 years of volunteer service.

Gerard McDonough was thanked for his involvement
with the Lifeworks project which helps ensure community
involvement for people challenged with mental or physical
disabilities, and in particular for his work with a young
man who has been helping seniors’ grocery shop. Sheldon
Margolis was singled out for his help with seniors’ grocery
shopping excursions and stocking the emergency food
pantry, and Norman Wold was recognized for being a
source of guidance and advice to newcomers, and for being
on call to transport seniors to medical appointments.

A special presentation was then given to Rabbi Yitzchok Charytan in
recognition of his 25 year commitment as Community Chaplain, fol-
lowed by the handing out of the Mitzvah awards to individuals, groups
and organizations that have supported the work of JCFS in the com-
munity. Ellen Fleishman and Karyn Glass were both given awards for
their outstanding contributions to the board of the General Authority
(GA), where they have served as strong advocates for Jewish children
and families in Manitoba. Pediatric dentist, Dr. Robert Diamond,
received an award for providing complimentary specialized dental
services to clients, and J-PEG, the young adult division of the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg, received the final award for its ongoing
involvement with the Passover assistance program.

JCFS Resettlement and
Integration worker Anna Schoichet then introduced the evening’s
entertainment - the JCFS choirs consisting of 16 children, a quartet of
young adults and nine seniors, ranging from five to 86 years of age.
Conductor Lina Streltzov led the seniors’ choir in Chiri Bim” and “Shir
Le Shalom”, soloist Laura Varga sang “The Spanish Song, and Tatiana
Smolyaninov provided piano accompaniment as well as a solo per-
formance of Rachmaninov’s “Elegy.” The young adult quartet sang
“Aqua De Beber,” and the children’s choir concluded the program
with The Holy City” and “Ha-Yom.”

Everyone left the theatre feeling uplifted by the enjoyable musical
conclusion to the meeting.

Community news

NORMAN WOLD receives award for
15 years of volunteer service. Shown
here with JCFS staff SMRITI DEWAN
on left and EINAT PAZ KEYNAN on
right of Norm.

JCFS – well equipped to meet the challenges ahead

EMILY SHANE
Executive Director 

J-peg receives Mitzvah award. Shown
here L-R TRACY LEIPSIC, JUDI PRICE
ROSEN, STEVEN HYMAN and
HEATHER LEONOFF.

DR. ROBERT DIAMOND receives
Mitzvah award. Shown here with
ROBERT, HEATHER LEONOFF and
HINDA RITTER.

Mitzvah awards presented to Ellen
Fleishman and Karyn Glass - shown
here L-R HEATHER LEONOFF, ELLEN
FLEISHMAN, STEVEN SEGAL and
KARYN GLASS.

GERARD MCDONOUGH receives
award for 15 years of volunteer ser-
vice. Shown here with ADEENA
LUNGEN on his left and EINAT PAZ
KEYNAN on the right.

SHELDON MARGOLIS awarded for
15 of volunteer service. Shown with
EINAT PAZ KEYNAN on left and
HELEN ALDOR on right.

HEATHER LEONOFF newly appoint-
ed president thanks SEAN SHORE for
his work over the past 2 years as
Agency President.

RABBI CHARYTAN receives long
time service award for 25 years of
service as Agency Chaplain.
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
When sending in Obituaries or Yahrzeits, please
ensure they are either typewritten or legibly printed,
doublespaced. We will not guarantee publication
of material that comes in that we cannot read.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JUNE30

delandes ad

The family of the late
PHOEBE

MOZERSKY z’l
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, July 4, 2010
at 10:00 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Area 2j

Unveiling

The family of the late
SHARNA

KARLINSKY
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Friday, July 9, 2010
at 2:30 p.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Area 3, Sec. K, Row 30, Plot 9

Unveiling

The family of the late
BERTHA

SCHWARTZ
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, July 11, 2010
at 11:00 a.m.

at the
Bnay Abraham Cemetery

Unveiling

 SADIE GOLDENBERG
Born May 15, 1914 in Winnipeg, Sadie Goldenberg

passed away peacefully on May 4, 2010 at Victoria
General Hospital. She was predeceased by Benjamin,
her husband of 51 years, her parents Abe and Liba
Osinovsky,  her sister Anne Katz and brother Sam. Left
to cherish her memory are her sons, Murray (Patricia),
Jerry (Beth), David (Barbara), grandchildren Aubie
(Stephanie), Alan , Toby, Jonathan (Sharon), Laura
(Shechar), Eli ( Jennifer), Sari (Jared), Benji (Ronit),
great grandchildren Nicholas, Amanda, Ben, Jonah,
Shoshana, Lucas, Molly, sister Evelyn Shecter, brother
in law Mel Goldenberg, sister-in -law Evelyn Goldberg,
and many cousins, nieces and nephews.

Sadie spent her early years on a farm near Camper,
Manitoba, before her family moved to Winnipeg where
she received her education. Upon graduating high
school and Business College she worked for an insur-
ance company.  In 1939 she married Ben and moved to
Griswold, Manitoba, where Ben was a partner in and
manager of the General Store. Initially they lived in an
abandoned bank building, where Murray was born, but
later moved to a house beside the store in time for the
birth of Jerry and later David. Life was not easy raising
a family in a small house without modern plumbing,
but Sadie was happy making many friends and partici-
pating in community activities including the Eastern
Star. Summers were spent in a small cabin behind her
mother’s cottage at Winnipeg Beach.

In 1951 for the purpose of advancing the children’s
education, the family moved to Winnipeg. In Winni-
peg, Sadie and Ben had a large extended family, and a
wide group of friends. Sadie continued to be active in
the Eastern Star, becoming Worthy Matron of Har-
mony Chapter, and a member of the Grand Chapter. As
well she was involved with Hadassah and other Jewish
organizations. After Ben sold his business, they win-
tered in Mexico, Hawaii, and Palm Springs. Sadie was
Ben’s sole caregiver for the 5 years he suffered from
cancer before his death in 1990.

Sadie lived independently for 15 years after Ben’s
death, driving a car which she had given up years
earlier, and wintering in Palm Springs except for one
winter when she visited Israel on a work program.
Until her late 80’s she participated in an annual 10K
walk for MS.  At  90 she played Mahjong with a group
in their 50’s.   Following Ben’s death in 1990 until her
health failed in recent months, she would attend Shabbat
services at Shaarey Zedek Synagogue every week and
had many friends there. For her final 5 years, slowed by
dementia, she lived in the Portsmouth, a senior assisted
residence, but remained a feisty lady who strived to be
as independent as possible.

Thanks to Drs. Manishen, Rabson, and the homecare
workers and nurses at the Portsmouth. Those wishing
to honour her memory may make donations to the
charity of their choice.

In loving memory of
DAVID

HOFFMAN
who passed away

July 9, 2009
17 Days in Tammuz

A year has passed
but forever you will
remain in our hearts,
minds and dreams.
— Lovingly remembered, we
sadly miss your music, humour
and wit.
Your wife Anne, daughter
Aviva and son-in-law Scott,
son Efrem and girlfriend
Melissa, son Ari, sister Lynn
and partner Bruce, relatives
and friends.

Unveiling will be held
July 11, 2010, 12:30 pm

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery.

In Memoriam

1st Yahrzeit

7th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ZIONA BELLAN

who passed away
July 23, 2003

23 Days in Tammuz
—Ever remembered by your
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, and friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of
RACHMIEL
BERGMAN

who passed away
23 Days in Tammuz, 1991

— Lovingly remembered by
his wife Ruth, children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

Deadline for the
July 14 issue of

The Jewish Post & News is noon
Friday, July 9

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
DINA BLANARU

who passed away
July 14, 1998

20 Days in Tammuz
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her parents,
brothers, sisters-in-law,
nephews and nieces.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JOSEPH

BRODSKY
who passed away

July 26, 1978
21 Days in Tammuz

— Always remembered by his
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
dearly beloved

father and grandfather
WILLIAM S. KATZ

who passed away
July 2, 1972

20 Days in Tammuz
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. It has been
such a long time without you.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SLATEON

NOAL MORRY
who passed away

July 12, 1993
23 Days in Tammuz

Its hard to believe
it has been 17 years

The pain is still here
and so are the tears

Why did this happen?
We still have to ask

But we put on a smile
and hide behind our mask

We will always remember
the special times we shared

How he loved, how he laughed
and how much he cared

He touched the lives
of everyone he knew

We were blessed to know him
Although his years were too few

There are no words to express
Our pain and our sorrow

We will love him forever
- today & tomorrow

— Always loved & forever
missed. Mom, Barry, Roxan,
Elia, Baba & Zaida Gindin,
family & friends.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JULY 7

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
BEATRICE

KARP
loving wife and mother

who passed away
July 16, 2001

25 Days in Tammuz
— Always remembered and
sadly missed.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MARION (MERIL)

MOZART
who passed away

July 3, 2002
23 Days in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
ESTHER
OFFMAN
who passed away

July 27, 2008
24 days in Tamuz

Wonderful memories
keep you forever near.
— Forever loved and
remembered by her children
Sarah and Jack,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father, grandfather,
& great-grandfather

MAX TRAVIS
who passed away

July 14, 1979
19 Days in Tammuz, 5739

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
PERCY

BARSKY
who passed away

July 31, 1989
28 Days in Tammuz, 5749

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ISRAEL "JOE"

DREMAN
who passed away

July 31, 2000
29 days in Tamuz

— Lovingly remembered by
his children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ABRAHAM

GOOT
who passed away

July 9, 1975
1 Day in Av

— Ever remembered by
Francie and Beverley.

In loving memory of
CHARLOTTE

GREENSTONE
who passed away

July 31, 1984
2 days in Av

— Ever remembered by her
family and friends.

In Memoriam
26th Yahrzeit

19th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother
DORIS

GRUSKO
who passed away

July 5, 1991
26 Days in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

We remember our Dad
SAM HONIGMAN

Who passed away
July 30th, 1995

3 days in Av, 5755
We remember how special you
were - how devoted, loving,
lively and fun you were. In our
hearts you will always be with
us, guiding us, protecting us
and giving us the strength to
go on. From generation to
generation and strength to
strength. Dad. we will always
miss you and love you.

— Brenda and Archie

15th Yahrzeit In Memoriam

In loving memory of
DR. MARTIN

KLEIMAN
who passed away

July 17, 2001
26 Days in Tammuz

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our beloved parents and grandparents

MAX MANDEL
who passed away
August 11, 1980
29 Days in Av

DORIS MANDEL
who passed away
August 7, 1986
2 Days in Av

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

who passed away

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH RAIZEN

August 14, 1988
2 Days in Av

EVELYN RAIZEN

September 5, 1985
19 Days in Av

— Always remembered with much love and sadly missed by your
daughters Marilyn, Karen, Janice and their families

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAMUEL

JARNIEWSKI
who passed away

July 10, 1983
29 Tammuz

— Forever loved and sadly
missed by his family.

Turkish military
officers training

in Israel
JERUSALEM (JTA)

– Turkish military
officers are in Israel
to train to operate
Israeli military tech-
nology, despite a
breakdown in rela-
tions between the
two countries. 

A delegation of
more than 20 Turkish
officers and soldiers
arrived Tuesday in
Israel for a two-week
stay, the Turkish
Eng l i sh - language
newspaper Daily
Zaman reported. 

The Turks will test
and learn to operate
the Heron unmanned
aerial vehicle and
bring back four to
Turkey as part of a 10-
drone, $180 million
contract inked in 2004. 

Israel Aerospace
Industries and Elbit
Systems Ltd., which
manufacture the
drones, ordered back
to Israel engineers
and flight instructors
working with the
Turkish military to
teach them how to
operate the Heron in
the days following
Israel’s interception
of a Gaza-bound
flotilla that led to the
deaths of nine pas-
sengers, all Turks. 

Relations between
Israel and Turkey
have been strained
since the monthlong
Gaza war in the win-
ter of 2008-09. The
deaths on the
Turkish-flagged ship
Marmara have led to
Turkey recalling its
ambassador to Israel
and the suspension
of 16 bilateral agree-
ments between the
two countries. 
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Books

Review by BERNIE BELLAN

Russ Gourluck is a retired
Winnipeg teacher and adminis-
trator who has come into his own
as a chronicler of Winnipeg’s his-
tory.

With his fourth book just
released, “The Mosaic Village –
An Illustrated History of
Winnipeg’s North End”, Gourluck
has added yet another piece to
the growing pantheon of books
that celebrate a bygone era of
Winnipeg’s history.

Naturally, anyone who grew up
in Winnipeg’s North End (or nearby vicinities, such as West Kildonan or
Garden City) will be especially drawn to this nostalgic trip into an era
that has served as fodder for so many other reminiscences.

By combining a series of personal remembrances from a great many
former “North Enders” with some excellent historical detail, Gourluck
provides readers with a delightful, easy-to-read book that can easily be
digested in one sitting.

Unlike Allan Levine’s award-winning history of the Jews of Manitoba,
“Coming of Age”, however, Gourluck does not attempt to develop any
broad themes in this book, beyond occasionally reflecting upon the sad
deterioration of what was once a vibrant neighbourhood.

By now the legend of the North End is so well established in the minds
of Winnipeggers – it’s a standing joke how many Winnipeggers claim to
have come from that part of the city – that one might well ask whether
the continued and consistent nostalgia for an area that has always been
home to some of Winnipeg’s poorest residents might be somewhat
overblown.

One of the lines that we read several times in this book, and that any-
one of us of a certain age would have heard many times before from
members of older generations goes like this: “Yes, we were poor, but so
was everyone else, so we didn’t notice.” There’s a certain disingenuous-
ness to the attempt to imbue poverty with some kind of noble quality.

Certain statistics about life in the North End that Gourluck cites hit
home so jarringly that one almost has to read them over and over again
in order to digest them. Take this one fact about infant mortality: “In
1913, the infant mortality rate in the North End was a dramatic 248.6
deaths per 1,000 births, (emphasis mine) compared to 173.1 in the core
of the city and 116.8 in the western and southern areas. Children were
often undernourished because their families couldn’t afford food.”

(Gourluck might also have gone on to note that Winnipeg’s North End
was also home to the worst cholera epidemic ever in North America in
the early part of the 20th Century.)

Yet, in spite of the uniform deprivation of the families living in the area
bounded by the CPR tracks to the south and what Gourluck says is the
generally agreed upon demarcation line in the north – McAdam
Avenue, the number of successful individuals who were able to emerge
from this unrelenting poverty is the stuff of legend.

While Gourluck spends quite a bit of time recording the stories of indi-
viduals’ emergence from destitution to great success – in business, pro-
fessions, and the arts, one cannot help but wonder whether the
inevitable inference that one might draw is that an obsession with
escaping that poverty was the essential ingredient in all those individu-
als’ success, no matter how much those same individuals keep protest-
ing that they didn’t notice how poor they were.

Yet, while the North End contained a mix of several ethnic groups, pri-
marily Jews, Ukrainians, Poles, Slavs, and ethnic Germans (who,
Gourluck points out, did not emigrate from Germany itself), it was the
Jews who succeeded most brilliantly in moving up the socio-economic
ladder. 

In story after story, former North Enders recall - often in the most hilar-
ious terms - their determination to push ahead. Harry Kaplan, remem-
bered by many for his years at Economy Drugs, describes some of his
experiences working in Oretzki’s:

“Young Harry Kaplan’s first job at Oretzki’s was wrapping parcels and
tying them with string. His co-worker was an elderly man whose per-
sistent demands to work faster made the boy so nervous that his nose
bled. Kaplan later delivered parcels and remembers one assignment
where he was dispatched from the store on his bicycle just before the
6:00 p.m. closing time to deliver a “huge box” to a nursing home on
Roslyn Road. He got home around 8:30 that evening and was to dis-
cover later that he wasn’t paid beyond 6:00 p.m. He graduated to the
position of shoe salesman after an apprenticeship spent rearranging
shoes in a stuffy basement stockroom and, like other shoe sellers, was

paid 25-cent “spiffs” for selling
slow-moving styles. He recalls
that he once proudly sold a man a
shiny pair of shoes to wear to a
wedding and feared for his job
when the customer returned a
week later to point out Kaplan
had given him two left shoes.”

Whether it’s describing the
many grocery stores that were
found on practically every street
corner, or the bakeries that have
become world famous (including
Gunn’s and City Bread), Gourluck
does a fabulous job situating the
pantheon of businesses that popu-

lated the North End along with the characters who ran those business-
es. 

In effect though, the heyday of the North End was relatively short-
lived. It had started with the large-scale immigration fostered primarily
by the Federal Liberal Government under Immigration Minister Sir
Clifford Sifton at the turn of the 20th Century. By the 1960’s so many of
its former residents had begun to move out that its current deterioration
into what is undeniably a largely dangerous area was well on its way.

While there are some minor mistakes that readers will probably catch
– such as forgetting to include the Chevra Mishnayes and Chavurat
Tefilah as two synagogues still in the North End (Granted, they’re not
technically in the area known as the “North End”, but for all intents and
purposes, they are traditionally referred to as “North End” synagogues),
Gourluck has cemented his reputation as a first-rate amateur historian.

As for the illustrations, again Gourluck has done a terrific job of com-
bining archival photographs with ones he took himself. One could only
have wished that there were some colour photos in this book, but obvi-
ously that would have added greatly to the cost of the book.

As an observer of Jewish life in Winnipeg, the ever-growing library of
books that seek to chronicle the development of our community has led
me to ask some larger questions about the history of our particular com-
munity. One that I have thought about for a long time is what conver-
gence of ingredients was it that led to explosion of intellectual and
entrepreneurial activity within Winnipeg’s Jewish community over a
certain period in time?

Certainly Winnipeg’s North End produced a disproportionately high
number of successful individuals, primarily in a 40-year period from the
1920’s to the 60’s. We seem to be seeing the same type of combination
of intellectual and entrepreneurial flourishing in Israel right now. (For a
brilliant analysis of Israel’s emergence as a high-tech superpower, read
“Start-up Nation”.)

Can this kind of creativity be incubated? To a certain extent, it can, but
the chemistry needed to induce a creative spirit is not merely a byprod-
uct of education or proper upbringing. What Gourluck’s book, and oth-
ers that have been written about life in Winnipeg’s North End, demon-
strates, is that peer groups were more important than anything else in
inducing a powerful motivation to succeed. 

The fact that so many of our Jewish community’s leaders today say that
the most important lessons in life they learned were at places like
Nordic Billiards or Oscar’s Delicatessen says more about the kind of
cohesiveness that brought a certain generation together than any
amount of indoctrination their parents might have wanted to instill in
members of that generation.

As we see a steady stream of events centred around attempts to cap-
ture those nostalgic feelings for a bygone era, such as reunions of one
sort or another, we seem to be acknowledging the inevitable disintegra-
tion of many of the bonds that once held our community together.
When we read of and see pictures of all the many landmarks that made
the North End so distinctive, we realize how different the lives of Jewish
Winnipeggers have become. It is hard to think of one landmark that
serves the same purpose today as say, the College Theatre or Obee’s
Steambaths, once served. 

(Perhaps the Falafel Place is a landmark of that sort, but let’s not forget
that Falafel Place had its origins on Mountain Avenue when Moshe
Reuter operated the Mountain Grocery in the 1970’s. Years from now,
we’re probably going to reminisce about the Falafel Place the same way
so many former North Enders now reminisce about the North End Sals.
It’s still there, but it’s more of a memory for most of us than a place to
which we still go.)

By giving readers a taste of what it was that combined to create
“Winnipeg’s most famous neighbourhood”, Russ Gourluck’s contribu-
tion to the type of history that is both serious and entertaining is the kind
of book that anyone with an interest in our community’s fascinating rise
will thoroughly enjoy.

“The Mosaic Village - An Illustrated History of Winnipeg’s North End” serves as
a great complement to “Coming of Age – A History of the Jews of Manitoba”

RUSS GOURLUCK and MIKO



A Jewish man said
that he was offended
that I used the term
“Old Testament”.
Can you offer me an
explanation? –
Concerned Christian

Of course.
The “Old Testament” is assumed by most Christians – and, sadly,

some Jews – to be part of something called “the Bible”, which is made
up of the “Old Testament” and the “New Testament”. This “complete”
Bible is sacred for all Christian Churches, regardless of sect or denom-
ination. In Christians’ view, Jews accept only part of the Bible, the
“Old Testament.”

Appropriation or, better, mis-appropriation, of the Hebrew Bible by
Christianity was a lengthy and complex process. Only during the last
100 years has it been studied, and its contribution to anti-Semitism
understood by Christian and Jewish scholars. 

Among the first modern Christian scholars to study this process was
the British theologian and historian, Rev. James Parkes. In his pioneer-
ing work The Conflict of the Church and the Synagogue: A Study in
the Origins of Antisemitism (1934), Parkes describes how the early
Church found it increasingly necessary to prove that Jesus of Nazareth
was the Messiah whose coming had been foretold in Hebrew
Scriptures. In order to do this, Parkes writes, “the Church turned the
whole of the Old Testament into a vast quarry with no other function
than to provide, by an exegesis however farfetched, arguments for
[Jesus’] claims.” As this methodology increasingly became part of tra-
ditional Christian reasoning, its scope became more and more auda-

cious:
Little by little the Church was read back into the whole of Old

Testament history, and Christian history was shown to be older than
Jewish history in that it dated from the creation, and not from Sinai, or
even Abraham. Continual references to Christ were found in the Old
Testament, and it was the “Christ of God” who “appeared to Abraham,
gave divine instructions to Isaac, and held converse with Moses and
the later prophets”.

Parkes elaborates how the Church, in taking over the Hebrew Bible,
also laid one of the theological foundations of anti-Semitism: the
claim that, by rejecting Jesus, the Jews had rejected their own
Scriptures and the authority of God, and thereby became unworthy of
respect and support.

In time, Parkes’ thesis was further validated and elaborated, directly
and indirectly, by other Christian and Jewish scholars. On the one
hand, the Christian tradition continued to legitimate its revelation in
Jewish terms; on the other hand, Christians feared that this methodol-
ogy implied that Judaism somehow still had legitimate authority. The
millennia of anger and rejection poured by Christianity onto the
Jewish people was and is the instrument by which the Church sought
to prove that it alone posses the true content of Jewish Scriptures.
Through physical and emotional violence, it would force the Jews to
acknowledge Christian exegesis as the only valid approach. 

It hasn’t succeeded. 
Please use the term “Hebrew Bible” or “Tanach” (a Hebrew

acronym for the three parts of the Hebrew Bible) when speaking about
Jewish Scripture. And Jews who still use the term “Old Testament”
need to stop.
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ASPHALT REPAIR
D.S.S. Driveway Sealcoat

Service
Asphalt Driveways & Lots

Asphalt over Cement
Sealcoating & Hot
rubberize crack fill

Landscaping & small
cement jobs

Free estimates
334-2024

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through us and

receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss
925-7999

e-mail address: wein@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

For Winnipeg Beach and
Gimli residents
July and August

29 years of practice
in Toronto

For appointment call:
Miriam Jacobson RN, RMT

at (204) 389-2662

MASSAGE THERAPY

SENIOR HOMES
1001 SINCLAIR

Bach Apt, air all utilities inc,
elevator etc.
Rent $408.00

ROSH-PINA CO-OP
133 MATHESON

3 rm. (1 bed) apts. All
utilities inc, balcony,

elevator etc
Rent $655.00

Astroid Mgt. Ltd.
338-4671
Ext. 2227

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

CALL
WINNIPEG SALVAGE &

WASTE
for all your junk removal

needs.
952-1455

JUNK REMOVAL

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

FOR RENT

Winnipeg Beach
200 Prospect

Totally renovated
3bdr & den, sunroom

All new appl. D/W & W/D
Short or long term avail.

1 block from beach
479-3330

Why is the Term “Old Testament” Offensive?

Ask the Clergy
By 

Rabbi Lawrence M. Pinsker 

those words and promised to don
Tefillin every day. He then asked his
wife to place the new kosher mezu-
zot on his home doorways. This man
lived much beyond the few weeks

that the doctors gave him. He left the hospital and vacationed in
Miami. He passed away the following summer.

Every day of life is a fresh gift of life and it presents us with a gift
of opportunities to do Mitzvot. That is the lesson that we can glean
from this Shabbat’s Torah Reading. The Torah describes the daily ser-
vices in the Temple by saying, “Be careful to bring this offering in its
set time.” Rashi, the classic commentator of the Torah, explains this
verse with a terse note: “Each and every day is the special time set
for the daily offering.”

This is a profound teaching that is a guiding light to a meaningful
life. But first, let’s understand the meaning of Rashi’s comment. In
addition to the daily service, the Torah instructs about the special
offering given on the Shabbat, on Passover, on Succoth and on each
of the holidays. There too, the Torah emphasizes, “The offering of
each Shabbat shall be given on that Shabbat; the offering of each
new month is to be given on the first day of that month.”

The Talmudic sages deduce from this text that if, for some reason,
the Shabbat offering was not done on a particular Shabbat, there
will never again be an opportunity to make up the loss. Even on the
coming weekend, it will not help to give a double-Shabbat offering
to compensate for the one missed the previous week. The Shabbat
offering was meant for that particular Shabbat; next Shabbat has an
offering of its own and it cannot replace what was missed the
Shabbat before.

It is similar to a person that neglects to eat Matzah on Passover.
Once the Seder night is over, it is too late. You cannot make up for
it by eating Matzah the next year on Passover. Even if you were to
eat a double portion of Matzah next year it cannot substitute for the
Matzah that should have been eaten this year. Similarly, the offer-
ings of Shabbat and Yom-Tov must be done on their particular times.

What about the services conducted on ordinary days, such as the
daily offering? If we neglect to do the daily offering on Sunday, can
we make up for it by doing a double-offering on Monday? Here too
the Torah states ““Be careful to bring the daily offering in its set
time.” Rashi explains that we should not think that even an ordinary
day is merely a repetition of the previous day. Every day is different
and every day is special. Once this day has past, there will never
again be a day like this again. So once the day has past, its offering
cannot be replaced with that of the next day.

Chassidic Philosophy teaches that a person’s soul descends to
earth for a predetermined number of days. He is allotted the exact
number of days that are needed for his soul to complete its mission
of carrying out a specific number of Mitzvot. A day missed can
never be retrieved. And every new day presents us with unique
opportunities.

Torah Comment
(Cont. from page 17.)



A new film produced by former Winnipegger
Corey Marr is set to receive its Winnipeg premiere at
the Globe Theatre on July 2.

PASSENGER SIDE is a comic road movie that
never leaves Los Angeles - about brothers, and the
strange complex bonds that are created when oppo-
sites are bound together by life, family and blood.
This is the second film collaboration between pro-
ducer Corey Marr, director Matthew Bissonnette,
and actor Adam Scott. 

Born and raised in Winnipeg, Corey Marr is a for-
mer creative advertising and marketing executive
turned producer. In addition to being instrumental in
the creation of numerous ad campaigns, he has held
development positions at Water Pictures and Heroic
Film Company and was the assistant to Academy
Award-winning producer Craig Zadan before
launching Corey Marr Productions in 2004.

In an e-mail sent to this paper, Marr noted that he
“spent many summers at Camp Massad before
working on the camp’s administration, including
serving as the camp director and later on their board
for a number of years. Toronto is now my home
where I reside with my wife Candice and 7 month
old son Noah.”

Among the other projects that Marr says he is working on is a film
adaptation of Kathy Kacer’s award-winning Holocaust novel “Clara’s
War”, which tells the coming of age story of a young girl in the
Terezienstadt concentration camp who gets the chance to perform in
the children’s opera Brundibar.

Following is synopsis of PASSENGER SIDE:
On the morning of his thirty-seventh birthday Michael (Adam Scott

- Parks And Rec, Party, Down, Step Brothers, The Vicious Kind, The
Aviator, Knocked Up) wakes up in Los Angeles. He is at the end of the

country, the end of his over-extended youth, and
the end of his literary luck. At this pivotal moment
the telephone rings, and it is Tobey (Joel
Bissonnette - The Curious Case of Benjamin
Button, Looking for Leonard, Zodiac), his baby
brother, a terrible drug addict, now ostensibly
clean, and once again in need of help; his car is
broken and he has a job interview; needs to pick
up his dry-cleaning, return library books etc - or so
he says.

Michael puts off his seemingly romantic birthday
plans, and with his brother embarks on a sketchy,
meandering day long odyssey through the myster-
ies of Los Angeles County. As the day unfolds the
two brothers talk about their past, present and
futures; meet loads of strange characters; and,
cover many, many miles and it becomes clear that
this drive will, in the end, lead them to some very
unexpected destinations. 

After recently being named one of “Canada’s Top
Ten” films of 2009 by the Toronto International
Film Festival, PASSENGER SIDE has been a hit on
the festival circuit, including the Los Angeles Film

Festival, Toronto International Film Festival, Atlantic Film Festival, BFI
London Film Festival, Whistler Film Festival and the Edmonton
International Film Festival where it was awarded the ‘Citytv Award for
Best Canadian Feature’.
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Arts & entertainment

Rainbow Stage’s production of “Rent” features ALEXANDRA
FROHLINGER (seen in this photo at the very top).
By BERNIE BELLAN

Continuing her climb toward stardom, Winnipeg’s own
Alexandra Frohlinger has landed the biggest part of her fledgling
career as “Maureen”, in Rainbow Stage’s current production of
“Rent”.

As one of only 12 performers in the show, “Alex”, as she is com-
monly referred to, says that her role as the lesbian Maureen is one
where she’s required to be “outspoken, fearless, sexy – kind of out
there”.

Having appeared in Rainbow’s most previous production, “The
Drowsy Chaperone”, Alex is getting her feet wet in a variety of
musical theatre productions.

After having just completed her final year at the Boston
Conservatory, from which she received her Bachelor of Fine Arts,
Alex says that her two favourite roles, to date, have been as the
tomboyish, wise-ass “Anybodys” in “West Side Story”, and as
“Nickie” in “Sweet Charity”.

She also notes that she has appeared in productions of “The
Life”, “Heaven and Hell”, and “Showboat”.

While Winnipeggers have been following Alex’s career with
interest, starting with her winning the “Stars of Tomorrow” com-
petition when she was just 13, to her starring in the Gray Academy
production of “Fame” four years later, Alex is one of three very tal-
ented Frohlinger children, including her brother Joey, and younger
sister Becky, both of whom have also gone on to demonstrate con-
siderable talent as singers and dancers, just as Alex has. 

As a final note, Alex notes that she is dedicating her performance
in “Rent” to the late Ron Meyers who, she says, was a mentor and
tremendous influence throughout her young career.

“Rent” continues at Rainbow Stage until July 9th.

Former Winnipegger Corey Marr now an established film producer

COREY MARR
Former Director of 

Camp Massad


