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Etz Chayim, Shaarey Zedek merger talks at an impasse
By MYRON LOVE

The ongoing merger talks taking place
between our community’s two largest congre-
gations have reached an impasse.

“It is disappointing,” says Uri Kraut, the
president of the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue.
“But it is just not the right time.”

Informal discussions between the Shaarey
Zedek and Congregation Etz Chayim in north
Winnipeg have been ongoing for a couple of
years but moved to a more serious level last
fall. The tentative plan was to sell both build-
ings and build a shared synagogue on Jewish
community-owned land near the Campus. Bob
Freedman – newly retired as CEOof the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg – was hired to look
into the feasibility of a new building for the
two congregations. 

Jack London was brought in as the shadchen.
“It was a complex undertaking,” London says.

“Both congregations have long histories (The
Shaarey Zedek was founded in 1890, currently
has a membership of about 1,000 and has been
located at its present site in south Winnipeg
since 1949; while Etz Chayim – which numbers
just over 500 families – was formed 12 years
ago through the merger of the Rosh Pina, Beth
Israel and Bnay Abraham Congregations – at
the time the three largest congregations in north
Winnipeg. The congregation is based in the for-
mer Rosh Pina building on Matheson east of
Main Street. The Rosh Pina was founded in
1893. The Rosh Pina building was erected in
1952.) and strong loyalties. There is also the
matter of a number of Etz Chayim members
who want to remain north.”

“The bottom line though, London notes, is
that the two congregations’ philosophies are
not compatible. “Etz Chayim,” he pointed out,
“ more closely follows the Conservative move-
ment’s slowly evolving changes while Shaarey
Zedek is more interested in accelerating that
evolution.

“The congregation representatives tried hard
to bridge the gaps but they couldn’t in the end
reconcile the two brands.”

He adds that because the two congregations
are both financially stable and their member-
ship numbers are holding relatively steady,
there is no great hurry to unite. That was
unlike the merger in 2002 among the three
north end congregations that came together to
form Etz Chayim. London was also involved
in facilitating that merger and notes that two
of the three congregations at that time were
not financially viable, which created some
urgency in bringing the three synagogues
together.

“This may come again in the future,”
London suggests - “possibly in 10-20 years
depending on demographic changes.

“It may actually be better if the two congre-
gations remain independent,” London adds. It
gives people more choice.”

London notes that Etz Chayim is also pursu-

Gwen Secter Centre to be allowed to remain at present site?
By BERNIE BELLAN

After more than a year of pondering what’s next
for the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre once
that centre’s current lease expires in May, 2016, a
solution appears to be at hand – and one which will
allow the centre to remain at its present location at
1588 Main Street.

Sources tell The Jewish Post & News that the
Winnipeg Regional Health Authority has stepped
forward with an offer to assume responsibility for
paying the lease for Gwen Secter for another five
years once the current lease expires.

Readers may recall that the owner of the building,
the National Council of Jewish Women, had indicated that it was going to
be selling the building once the current lease expires. For the past three
years the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg had been loaning the NCJW
$30,000 a year, which was the amount that Gwen Secter was being charged

for rent.
Under the terms of that arrangement, if the

building were to be sold following the expiration
of the lease next year, the NCJW would have to
repay the Federation any amount that the
Federation had given to the NCJW to that date.
By the end of next May that amount will have
come to $120,000.

According to sources the NCJW has indicated
that it is prepared to allow the Gwen Secter
Centre to remain at its current location if the
obligation to repay that $120,000 is forgiven.

As of the time of publication there was still no
word from the Federation as to whether the NCJW would be absolved of
responsibility to repay that $120,000. A meeting of the Federation board
was scheduled to take place June 9, at which time the matter of forgiving
the debt was to be discussed.

ing efforts to try to entice younger members.
Uri Kraut reports that the Shaarey Zedek had devel-

oped a long term strategic plan several years ago
independent of the merger talks. “We will continue to
work on our goals which included remaining a com-
munity leader in perpetuating Judaism,” he says. “We
are working on refining our brand and hopefully be
able to attract new and younger members who would
enjoy what we offer.” 

Shaarey Zedek

Congregation Etz Chayim
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Combined Jewish Appeal campaign falls slightly short of announced goal
By BERNIE BELLAN

The past year’s CJA campaign fell some-
what short of reaching the announced goal of
$5.95 million, but despite that there were
many positives to be drawn from the cam-
paign.

That was the gist of the message delivered
by CJA Director Elaine Goldstine and Jewish
Federation CEO Adam Bronstone during a
meeting I held with them to discuss the results
of the 2014-15 CJA Campaign.

The previous year’s campaign, which had
been under the chairmanship of Gail Asper,
did hit a record total of $5.8 million, while
two years ago the campaign reached a figure
of $5.7 million. This year the campaign fell
“just short” of $5.7 million, Goldstine said.

When I suggested that Asper’s presence provided the campaign with
exceptional leadership for two years running though, Goldstine was quick
to comment that the co-chairs this past year (Bob Silver and Daniel
Friedman) were “excellent too”.

Goldstine added that “if you look at what we raised, per card, we had an
increase of 4.6%.”

“But,” she added, “We lost some major donors. That’s where the loss
was.”

Bronstone suggested those losses “were because of reasons that were
specific to each of those donors, and yes, our new campaign team has been
meeting with these and many other donors and speaking with them about
the 2015-2016 annual campaign and we have high hopes that all of these
donors will support next year’s campaign. I want to add that the losses in
this year’s campaign do not reflect at all on the great leadership provided
by Bob Silver and Daniel Friedman as co-chairs and their campaign team.
Bob and Daniel worked extremely hard all year on the annual campaign
and the fact that the campaign was only down slightly is to the credit of our
campaign co-chairs, their team of volunteers and the staff that worked
alongside of these volunteers.”

“There were a couple of top donors that reduced this year,” Bronstone
explained, “for family reasons”.

“There were some other donors who didn’t give at all,” he added. “The
concerns they had were not, I would say, with the Federation. It was not
about how we do business. It was not about our agencies. It was very par-
ticular to those specific donors.”

I asked whether it was because “they, themselves, had suffered some kind
of financial setback?”

Bronstone replied: “There are some issues that we, ourselves, don’t
know. It’s not our business to pry into people’s personal details. What we
know is that it wasn’t about the Federation. It wasn’t anything to do with
how we do business or how we’ve done business in the past.”

I pressed Bronstone to be a little more forthcoming, asking him, “if it
wasn’t anything related to the Federation or specific agencies”, could he
provide a “for instance” that might illustrate why a specific donor chose not
to give this past year or else reduced a donation?

Bronstone replied that “I’m not sure if I can. I’m not sure if I want to
because those were very much private conversations that those donors had
with our representatives.

Bronstone went on to say that the new campaign chairman, Brian Klein,
has currently been holding conversations with a lot of top donors, includ-
ing those who either reduced their donations or didn’t give at all, with an
eye toward “recouping “ those donations.

“We were not told that those gifts would be gone forever,” Bronstone
noted.

As far, however, as the total number of individuals who did contribute to
the campaign is concerned, Goldstine said the figure was 2,800.

I asked how that figure compared with the 2013-14 campaign. Goldstine
replied: “I think we had about 2,600 last year.”

She went on to note that “We had some 383 new donors. We also lost
some – due to deaths” and, as was previously noted, due to some donors
deciding not to donate this past year.

If there is any one particular aspect of the campaign that produced the
most positive results, both Bronstone and Goldstine agreed, it was the very
large number of new, younger donors. 

“The number of new, young adult donors was phenomenal,” Bronstone
declared. “If you want to look at the success of the Federation long term, it
starts with the 22-year-old person who says: ‘I’m going to give to the
Federation because they’re doing great stuff. Here’s my (whatever) dona-
tion and – we can build on that.”

Bronstone continued: “We had so many new donors who decided to give
to the campaign because they work out at the Rady JCC or because their
mother is being taken care of at the Simkin Centre, for example.”

I asked Goldstine how many new canvassers
the campaign had this past year? 

“We had 50 new canvassers,” she answered.
”Probably about 20 people retired” (from can-
vassing), she added. “We had about 180 can-
vassers altogether,” Goldstine explained.

Under the chairmanship of Baillie Chisick
(along with Jared Akman) YAD (Young Adult
Division of the Federation) alone brought 32
new canvassers to the campaign, Goldstine said.

Another category of donors that also exceeded
expectations was the “women’s philanthropy”
division, Goldstine noted.

I asked Goldstine how many of the donations
to the CJA were classified as “designated gifts”.
(Only top donors who contribute $18,000 or
more are able to “designate” their gifts,

Goldstine explained. Those designated gifts can be earmarked either for
specific agencies or for Israel.)

There were approximately $1 million in designated gifts, she said, of
which $480,000 was designated for Israel, with the rest going to local agen-
cies of the Federation.

Despite the still quite impressive total amount raised by the CJA this past
year, the fact that the campaign fell short of reaching the amount raised last
year will inevitably mean that there will be less money available to be allo-
cated among the 13 agencies supported by the Jewish Federation (12 local
agencies plus the national United Israel Appeal). Bronstone said that the
Budget and Allocations Committee of the Federation had made its recom-
mendations and that the Federation Board was to meet May 27th to give
final approval to this year’s allocations. (We hope to have a report on those
allocations in the June 24th issue.)

Bronstone added that there has already been “belt tightening” within the
Federation offices themselves and that, considering that any reductions in

CJA Director Elaine
Goldstine: “We had
some 383 new
donors.”

Jewish Federation
CEO Adam Bronstone:
“The number of new,
young adult donors
was phenomenal.”

Jewish Federation of Winnipeg
announces new chair

June 5, 2015, (Winnipeg) - David
Kroft, President of the Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg announced today that well-
known Winnipeg lawyer Bryan Klein
will chair the  2015 Combined Jewish
Appeal Campaign.

The Campaign Chair plays a vital role
in Federation’s Combined Jewish Appeal
annual campaign. Taking the lead in all
fundraising activities, the Chair assem-
bles and manages the Campaign Team,
sets the fundraising goals of the organi-
zation and develops the strategies to
achieve these goals. In addition, the
Campaign Chair acts as an ambassador
and advocate for the Jewish Federation and its beneficiary agencies.

Mr. Klein has been an active member in the community for many
years. He has served as on various boards: of Congregation Shaarey
Zedek, of the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre, of the Royal Winnipeg Ballet,
of the Lawyers’ Division of United Way of Winnipeg, of the  Health
Sciences Centre Foundation and many other worthy organizations.
Bryan is currently serving as a member of the Arab Jewish Dialogue and
is a Life Bencher of the Law Society of Manitoba. He is an enthusiastic
volunteer and has been a canvasser for CJA for many years. He has been
practicing law for over 45 years and is a partner at Aikins, MacAuley &
Thorvaldson. His focus has been primarily tax, business, and commer-
cial real estate. A highlight in his social responsibility portfolio was his
involvement as Board Chair for Versatech Industries Inc. In helping
establish this organization, Bryan and his team have given opportunities
to over 200 mentally challenged adults to find sheltered employment.
The organization continues to do this great work to this day.

Bryan and his family are dedicated volunteers and consistently show
the meaning and value of philanthropy through a variety of activities.
His wife, Susan, has been an enthusiastic and integral part of the volun-
teer community for many years and his daughter, Baillie, is a Co-Chair
of Federation’s Young Adult Division and is a full member of her
father’s Campaign Team.

The Jewish Community of Winnipeg is honoured to have such a ded-
icated volunteer advocating for all of the worthy causes it supports.

Continued on page 19. See “CJA campaign”.

Bryan Klein
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There were two big news stories this past week
within the Jewish community: The decision not
to pursue the merger of the Etz Chayim and
Shaarey Zedek congregations; and the likely res-
cue of the Gwen Secter Centre from having to
leave its current, longtime home on Main Street.
Myron Love has a comprehensive story about
the failure of the merger talks between the
Shaarey Zedek and the Etz Chayim on page 1,

while I have a brief story on the same page about what appears to be great
news about the Gwen Secter Centre. The Gwen Secter story is still a devel-
oping story as we write this, however, but we hope to have definitive good
news by the time our next issue is published.

There are other stories we’ve been working on in the meantime though,
and they have to do with money – or the lack thereof. The one story, which
you can read about on page 2 of this issue relates to the CJA campaign’s
falling somewhat short of reaching its goal this past year. The other story,
however, is one that’s had me intrigued for quite some time, but about
which we haven’t heard anything. 

That story relates to the financial impact resulting from the drastic reduc-
tion in the number of students at the Gray Academy this past school year
(90 students altogether). While there would have been a certain fall off in
the amount of revenue collected from tuition, there would also have been a
concomitant reduction in the amount of money coming from the Provincial
Department of Education. A spokesperson for the Province informed me
that the amount of funding for independent schools this past year was
$5,214 per student. That translates to almost $470,000 less in funding from
the provincial government than would have been received the previous
year by the Gray Academy.

When you combine that with the decreased amount available from tuition
fees, the Gray Academy had to have taken an enormous hit to its finances
this past school year. While I can well understand the reluctance of anyone
associated with the Gray Academy to talk openly about finances, I did ask
Head of School Rory Paul whether there were or are going to be major
reductions to staffing levels or programming as a result.

Rory responded that, “With respect to staffing, while there has been attri-
tion through teacher retirement, personal leave and the closure of one
Junior Kindergarten class, overall no current teaching staff has been laid off
from their current position.  In fact, I have had to hire 1.5 teachers to fill
the number of teachers required for next year.”

I was somewhat astonished that the school was able to absorb what must
have been a huge financial hit without having to institute major reductions
either in staffing or programming, so I asked Rory how that was possible. 

Rory responded: “We have already taken the big hit and we have sur-
vived by using our reserve fund.  We are on solid ground going into next
year.”

I wrote to Rory in response: “Ah - so you dipped into a reserve fund. I
don’t suppose you’d be
willing to disclose for
how much?”

Rory responded: “We
dipped because we
couldn’t plan for the
loss of revenue because
as you recall of the 50
students who moved
from Winnipeg about
half of them left over
the summer so we did-
n’t find out until
September.  It was too
late by that time to cut
additional staff as they
had been hired to new
contracts.

“All of that is well
behind us.  We have the
appropriate number of
staff for next year, the
exodus from Winnipeg
has stopped, and we are
set to replenish the
reserve fund.  Like all
businesses you have a
reserve fund for rainy
days.  We had a rainy
day and now the sun is
shining again and no,
we don’t need to talk
about how much
reserve was spent.”

It may be uncomfortable for some to discuss the Gray Academy’s finan-
cial situation within the pages of this newspaper but, similar to other sto-
ries that we’ve covered over the years, as much as we remain staunch sup-
porters of the Gray Academy, we are an independent newspaper and would
not be doing our jobs if we didn’t ask the hard questions.

*****
In the same way, much as community leaders may be reluctant to talk

about some of the factors that led to a reduction in the amount that the
Combined Jewish Appeal raised this past year, there is one aspect of that
reduction which stands out in particular, and that is the decision of some
key donors not to contribute to the campaign at all.

In my story about the CJA’s falling somewhat short of the mark in reach-
ing its goal, I quoted Adam Bronstone, Jewish Federation CEO who, in
referring to these key donors, commented: “There were a couple of top
donors that reduced this year for family reasons.

“There were some other donors who didn’t give at all. The concerns they
had were not, I would say, with the Federation. It was not about how we do
business. It was not about our agencies. It was very particular to those spe-
cific donors.”

This is somewhat perplexing. Some key donors from past years decide
not to give to the CJA this past year, yet their decisions had nothing to do
with the Jewish Federation? I suppose that the names of those donors won’t
be readily apparent until the Federation releases its annual report on the
campaign in the fall. Then, by comparing names from that report with
names from previous reports it should be quite clear who it is that decided
not to contribute to the CJA this past year - or, who cut back their donations
substantially.

Now, while the Jewish Federation does an excellent job of attempting to
include all members of the community in its outreach efforts, one of the
hallmarks of the Combined Jewish Appeal is that, over the years, it has
strived to broaden its base of donors. One of the problems of modern
Western societies is that too many individuals have been removed from the
taxpayer rolls – either by not having enough income to require paying
income tax, or by being able to use various tax avoidance schemes to be
able to avoid paying either any significant amount of income tax or any tax
at all, in some cases. Not only does this contribute to governments having
less revenue, it also leads to a sense of indifference on the part of many
individuals to the general welfare of society as a whole. 

In the same way, while contributing to the CJA is entirely voluntary, by
giving to the annual campaign it is reasonable to expect that donors feel
more of a stake in the welfare of the general Jewish community, and more
of a sense of belonging. That is why it is such a testament to the efforts of
individuals like Baillie Chisick, who played such a major role in adding so
many young donors to the ranks of CJA contributors this past year. It does-
n’t matter what the size of a donation was; by making a donation those indi-
viduals signified their desire to be included among the ranks of the com-
munity.

But, if someone had been a major donor in the past, i.e. a donation above
$18,000, as much as Adam Bronstone might insist that the decisions of
those donors not to contribute this past year had nothing to do with the
Federation, it’s awfully difficult to accept that without some reservation.
While we don’t delve into the internal affairs of individual donors, it sure-
ly must lead to some serious speculation among a great many others as to
what led to those decisions not to contribute to the CJA.

*****

On a final note, as is my custom, there are several corrections that need
to be made to previous stories in The Jewish Post & News:

Most serious among these is an apology I need to make to Tracy Kasner
Greaves over a mistake I made in reporting on the Kavod Awards in our last
issue. I mistakenly referred to Tracy in what I really intended to be a light-
hearted reference, when I said the Kavod Awards M.C., David Kroft, had
stood up at one point to indicate that a particular speaker might want to
wind things up. It wasn’t Tracy and, not to compound the error, I won’t
mention who it was. I actually thought it was pretty funny at the time; I was
waiting for David to turn on some music á la Academy Awards. 

I’ve been asked to remind anyone thinking of attending the JNF Gala on
June 17 to note that the start time is 7:30 pm, not 8:00 pm – and to remem-
ber that the gala will take place at the Regent Street Casino this year.

Finally, in a previous issue, we ran a picture of some young boys (includ-
ing this writer) who were “ping pong” champions at the YMHA in 1964.
One of the winners was identified as Murray Gilfix. (That was actually how
the picture was captioned by the YMHA way back then.) I have since
learned that the boy in the picture was actually Murray’s twin brother,
Perry. To think: For 51 years that picture, in whatever dusty archive it may
have been located, had the wrong Gilfix brother identified. Only when the
mistake was repeated in the JP&N was the mistake noted and the record set
straight.
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Short takes



By MYRON LOVE
As most readers will remember, Israel completely pulled out of the Gaza Strip

ten years ago. Long-standing Jewish communities were uprooted in heart-
wrenching scenes and every last Israeli was removed.

For that formerly well-respected human rights organization Amnesty
International (and other similarly deluded organizations) however, Israel some-
how still “occupies” Gaza.

So, as reported on the online publication “Elder of Ziyon” (and other sources),
Amnesty has released a report critical of Hamas for carrying out “a brutal cam-
paign of abductions, torture and unlawful killings against Palestinians accused
of ‘collaborating’ with Israel and others during Israel’s military offensive against
Gaza in July and August 2014”.

The website quotes one Philip Luther, Director of the Middle East and North
Africa Programme at Amnesty International, as saying that “it is absolutely
appalling that, while Israeli forces were inflicting massive death and destruc-
tion” (entirely unprovoked, it would seem) “upon the people in Gaza, Hamas
forces took the opportunity to ruthlessly settle scores, carrying out a series of
unlawful killings and other grave abuses”.

Now this is where the report takes a side trip into Alice in Wonderland land.
The Amnesty report points out that “the legal situation in Gaza is complex due

to the applicability of several distinct and overlapping bodies of international
law, which provide the framework for examining the duties and obligations of
various authorities with regard to the abuses described in this report. Those par-
ties include Israel as the overall occupying power, the Hamas de facto adminis-
tration in Gaza, the Palestinian authorities based in Ramallah in the West Bank,
and the unity administration agreed between all Palestinian factions to which
president Abbas appointed ministers in June 2014. ...In legal terms, Gaza has
remained under Israeli occupation since June 1967 and Israel’s actions as the
occupying power are regulated by the law of occupation, notably the Fourth
Geneva Convention.”

I have to presume that the authors of the report must have missed the part
about Israel withdrawing from Gaza and the Palestinians electing their own gov-
ernment in a relatively free election, after which Hamas attacked supporters of
the rival Fatah party and threw Fatah out of Gaza.

So which is it? Is Israel still occupying Gaza somehow despite all evidence to
the contrary (to any sane observer)? Or does Hamas “govern”, i.e. the de facto
administration, Gaza? Or does Mahmud Abbas, the duly-elected president (now
in the 11th year of a four-year term) of the Palestinian Authority bear ultimate
responsibility for Gaza?

Then there is the question of the “Unity Government” (which is in fact strict-
ly a mirage). If Israel is “occupying” Gaza, how is it possible for Hamas and the
PA to form a “unity government”?

If Israel were truly “occupying” Gaza, how is it possible that Hamas and other
groups were able to amass tens of thousands of missiles to fire constantly at
Israeli citizens for years? Are Israelis that incompetent as “occupiers”.

And this is rich. One of the most pressing tasks faced by any military govern-
ment is “the maintenance of law and order,” the report authors state. 

So Israel is now being condemned not only for defending itself from Hamas
missiles but also for not “maintaining law and order” in Gaza? This is a matter
here of “damned if you do and damned if you don’t”.

And nonsensically, Amnesty’s report condemning Gaza concludes with a list
of demands on Israel. (What does Israel have to do with Hamas murdering
Palestinians?)

These “demands’ include calls for Israel to co-operate with “any independent
and impartial international investigation, judicial or non-judicial, including the
work of the Commission of Inquiry set up by the UN Human Rights Council in
July 2014” (as if any of these investigations are ever “impartial”); co-operate
with any investigation of the International Criminal Court, or national
courts undertaking investigations under domestic universal jurisdiction laws;
rescind any punitive measures taken following Palestine’s signature of the
Rome Statute and refrain from imposing any additional punitive measures if the
Palestinian authorities take further steps to pursue international justice for
crimes under international law; completely lift the blockade on the Gaza
Strip, including by permitting the unrestricted transfer of construction materials
into the Gaza Strip and the transfer of goods from Gaza to Israel and the West
Bank, subject only to necessary and proportionate security checks (which Israel
already does anyway); and accede to the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court and issue a declaration accepting the International Criminal
Court’s jurisdiction.

The Elder of Ziyon website notes that “Amnesty is demanding that Israel open
itself up to biased prosecutions, for example under the Rome Statute that
includes text written specifically to damn Israel and no other country”.

What do any of these demands have to do with Hamas killing its own? How
do any of these demands prevent future Hamas’ killing of its own?

It is just one more farce among many where condemnation of Israel is con-
cerned.

Amnesty International blames Israel for Hamas killing its own citizens
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LETTERS

Further to story about Rabbi Schachter
I read with appreciation the recent review of Rabbi Zalman Schachter-

Shalomi’s The December Project, which drew attention to his many
years living in Winnipeg. Just a reminder to readers that the oral history
project “Rabbi Zalman Schachter’s Years in Winnipeg” continues. We
are seeking interviews with Winnipeggers and former Winnipeggers
who knew Rabbi Schachter at any point during his time here, 1956-
1975. Twenty-eight recorded interviews have just been sent off to the
Zalman M. Schachter-Shalomi Archive at the University of Colorado,
and will soon be available on the internet. Graduate student Alexandra
Granke has begun a new round of interviews. We are interested in all
perspectives. To participate, please contact me through the Judaic
Studies Program, University of Manitoba.
Justin Jaron Lewis
Associate Professor, Judaism
Department of Religion
332 Fletcher Argue Building
University of Manitoba
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2N2

Unsung heroes

In conjunction with the recent Kavod evening held to honour volun-
teers in our community, let is not forget the volunteers who host the
weekly Jewish Radio Hour. A well deserved ‘Yashar Koach’ is extended
to Sid Halpern, (who also serves as the coordinator), Rochelle Zucker,
Osher Kraut, Zevy Kraut, Regine Frankel, Lyle Smordin, and Gerry (all
the way from Toronto) Posner. They continue to provide entertaining
music, commentary, and cultural programming for our listening plea-
sure.
Sharon Love

Hamas and the Gaza Flotilla
In Volume I of Mein Kampf, originally pub-

lished in 1925, Adolph Hitler wrote:
"the personification of the devil as the symbol

of all evil assumes the living shape of the Jew."
Not coincidentally, Mein Kampf remains a

bestseller in the Middle East. The terrorist state
of Iran, together with its proxies Hezbollah and
Hamas, are the ideological successors to vile,
Nazi Jew-hatred.

Speaking at a 2012 global drug enforcement conference in Tehran,
Iranian vice-president Rahimi said the Talmud teaches Jews "how to
destroy non-Jews so as to protect an embryo in the womb of a Jewish
mother".

On April 18th, 2015 a prominent Iranian parliamentarian, Ahmad
Tavakkoli, published an article on his website, republished on other
Iranian websites, accusing Jews of killing non-Jews to use their blood for
ritual purposes.

The Hamas Charter of 1988 states:
"Our struggle against the Jews is very great and very serious..."
"The day of Judgment will not come until Moslems fight the Jews

(killing the Jews), when the Jew will hide behind stones and trees. The
stones and trees will say 'O Moslems, O Abdulla, there is a Jew behind
me, come and kill him'."

Recently, even Amnesty International condemned Hamas for numerous
murders, masquerading as justice, in Gaza.

Despite Hamas's firing over 11,000 rockets at Israel since 2005, AFTER
Israel pulled out of Gaza, and despite Israel's having to mount three major
defensive operations (in 2008, 2012, and 2014) to try and stem these rock-
et attacks, Israel continues to supply Gaza with electricity and tons of food
and other supplies every day. According to independent sources, in May,
2015 alone approximately 6820 truckloads of supplies - some 190,000
tons, were shipped from Israel into Gaza.

The Israeli and Egyptian blockade of Gaza is designed to prevent the
smuggling of rockets, weapons, and other military goods into Gaza.
Despite this, since 2010 several "Gaza Flotillas", with great fanfare, have
attempted to break the blockade. Another flotilla is departing soon, but the
exact date is unknown.

The flotilla does nothing to improve the lives of the ordinary people of
Gaza, who are the main victims of Hamas. The goal of the flotilla is not
to bring relief supplies into Gaza; there are legitimate ways of doing this.
The goal is to embarrass and ostracize Israel and provide political aid and
comfort to Hamas.

Incredibly, this flotilla charade attracts many Western supporters includ-
ing Jews, members of some Canadian church groups, and even some NDP
MPs. These supporters are variously misguided, collaborationist, self-
loathing, or anti-Semitic. 

I can't figure them out. But I do have a message for them: Instead of
attacking Israel, why don't they try and free the people of Gaza from their
terrorist, Jew-hating oppressors known as Hamas? 

By

ALEX ARENSON



Roberta Weiss second Weiss to serve as 
Manitoba Real Estate Association president

Winnipeg realtor
Roberta Weiss (Century
21 Bachman and
Associates), the presi-
dent of the Manitoba
Real Estate Association
(MREA) for 2015, is
the second member of
her family to serve in
the position. 

Lorne Weiss, her brother and longtime busi-
ness partner, served as MREA president in 2011.

“It has been an interesting year,” says Roberta
Weiss, who has been selling homes for almost 30
years.

In addition to having to factor into their busi-
nesses new condo legislation and changes to the
Real Estate Services Act, Manitoba realtors have
had to deal with the sudden passing of Brian
Collie, the CEO of the MREA since 1992.

“Brian’s passing was difficult for me personal-
ly,” Weiss says. “There is also the process of
finding a new CEO and bringing the individual
up to speed on our organization.”

Where condos are concerned, the new condo
legislation – which went into effect on February
1 – prospective buyers now have seven days to
change their minds for any reason on an offer
rather than 48 hours (as was the situation previ-
ously), Weiss notes. 

And there is a lot more paperwork for the sell-
ers to deal with. “Where the sale involved three
pages of disclosure documents, there are now 18
items of disclosure and many several pages long.
Weiss reports. “These forms have to be present-
ed to the buyer before the cooling off period
begins, and it’s going to cost sellers much more
to gather all the documentation they need to sell
the condo.”

As for Bill 70 – the changes to the Real Estate
Services Act – Weiss reports that the bill is
awaiting final reading. “This bill will have a
major impact on how realtors do business,” she
says. 

“The bill outlines clear duties on both the real-
tor and the buyer or seller. Realtors, for example,
may have to get sellers’ agreements to post sold
signs in sellers yards and to list the sold proper-
ty in realtor ads. We (the realtors) will have to
provide full disclosure as to exactly what ser-
vices we will be providing.

”We have to educate our members about the
bill’s contents and requirements.”

She expects Bill 70 to become Law in the fall. 

Among changes that the MREA is lobbying
the government to bring about, Weiss notes, is

the complete removal of education taxes from
property tax bills. “We have been arguing for
years that funding for education should come out
of general revenues rather than property tax
bills,” she says. “The Province has been chip-
ping away at it but still has a ways to go.”

Manitoba realtors would also like to see a revi-
sion of the Land Transfer Tax. “Especially where
first time home buyers are concerned, the Land
Transfer Tax – combined with the PST on
CMHC insurance on mortgages – makes home
ownership that much more difficult,” she notes.

She observes that for the first time in many
years, new rental units are being built. “For
years, the provincial rent freeze discouraged
developers from building new rental units,” she
says. “With home ownership and condos harder
to get into due to the increased costs, rental can
be an option - but even rents are high.”

As president of the MREA, Weiss is also a
member of the Canadian Real Estate
Association. That has meant some travel to
Ottawa and Toronto over the past few months.
She also has a trip to Regina slated for July for a
conference.

“At the national level, we are trying to per-
suade Ottawa to index RRSPs for first time
home buyers,” she says.

Previous to working in real estate, Weiss was
doing accounting work for small business. “I
was looking for a change,” she says. “I started
with Bachman and Associates and fell in love
with the business. I get a lot of satisfaction when
I am able to introduce clients to their dream
homes. A lot of my clients have become good
friends.”

Another thing that Weiss has derived much
satisfaction from is the MREA’s Shelter
Foundation, which she helped found eight years
ago. “We raise money to support shelter-related
causes throughout Manitoba,” she says. “Over
the years, we have given out close to $500,000
in grants. 

The Foundation provides a great sense of
accomplishment for Weiss. Realtors support the
Foundation and it sends the message that realtors
care about their community

Dance School Founder Earns
top Woman Entrepreneur Award

Shannon Putter has been dancing virtually her
entire life and – on May 14, the founder of
Exhale Dance Studio danced away with the 2015
Manitoba Woman Entrepreneur of the Year
Awards both in the Building Business category
and for Overall Excellence, the top award.

“It was an honour to be nominated and to win,”
Putter says. “It was also humbling. It is nice to
have been recognized for the work I do in the
community teaching kids to see dance as a posi-
tive activity.”

The wife of former Joseph Wolinsky grad
Jesse Putter (The couple met when they were 15
and have been married for nine years.) started
dancing when she was three years old and never
stopped. She can do it all. In her younger days,
she appeared in several Rainbow Stage produc-
tions. 

She has also appeared in “Shall We Dance”,
the Richard Gere/Jennifer Lopez movie that was
filmed here a few years back, as one of the
dancer/extras and had a role as a can-can dancer
in an episode of the TYV series “Murdoch
Mysteries”.

Her primary focus however has been on teach-
ing. She began teaching dancing when she was
18. She took time off from teaching after the
birth of her first child in 2007. She opened
Exhale Dance Studio (in St. Vital) five years ago
– relocating to her current location last fall.

“I wanted a studio where kids could be kids,”
she says, “where the dancing would be age-
appropriate and fun. We have almost 400 stu-
dents (boys and girls) enrolled.”

While Putter doesn’t emphasize competitive-
ness, she does showcase her students in the com-
munity. “We arrange performances at different
nursing homes, Take Pride Winnipeg, Children’s
Hospital events (such as the Children’s Hospital
Foundation’s annual Teddy Bears Picnic),
Children’s Wish Foundation programs and
CancerCare Manitoba fundraising events.

“All of the flowers at our recital, we sell after-
wards and give the money to Winnipeg
Harvest,” she says. 

“My grandfather was a firm believer in giving
to children and I share that philosophy.”
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Myron Love

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE
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Roberta Weiss: “I get a lot of satisfaction
when I am able to introduce clients to their
dream homes. A lot of my clients have
become good friends.”

Shannon Putter: “It is nice to have been rec-
ognized for the work I do in the community
teaching kids to see dance as a positive activ-
ity.”



Asper business students blown away by Israel trip
By MYRON LOVE

As Rami Kleinmann, the former JNF shaliach
in Winnipeg (currently based in Toronto as the
executive director of the Canadian Friends of the
Hebrew University) was wont to point out, the
most effective way to build support for Israel
(and fight back against the lies and propaganda
disseminated by the Palestinians and their sup-
porters) is to show people the real Israel and
introduce them to real Israelis through exchange
programs such as that between the Asper School
of Business at the University of Manitoba and
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. 

Fourteen Asper Business students recently
returned from a 10-day tour of Israel – including
a stop at BGU – following a visit by six BGU
students to Winnipeg and the ASB in early May.
And the Winnipeg students were positively
impressed by what they saw.

“I had always wanted to visit Israel,” says
Nikki Bell. “I knew about the mix of cultures
and religions and was looking forward to experi-
encing it.”

Bell, who has one more year at ASB before she
graduates, found Jerusalem to be quite different
than what she was expecting. “I thought it would
be arid,” she says. “But there were a lot more
trees and buildings than I expected.”

She was also impressed with Tel Aviv and its
role as an international leader in technological
development. “Visiting the Google research and
development centre in Tel Aviv was one high-
light of the trip,” she says.

Other highlights for Bell were floating in the
Dead Sea and putting her feet in the Jordan
River.

Mike Bruce also mentions the Dead Sea and
the Old City of Jerusalem as among the high
points of the tour. Bruce, who just completed his
first year at ASB, also enjoyed the beach at Tel
Aviv and the night life.

Scott Friesen says that he was “blown away”
by the different cultures and landscapes
crammed into such a small area. “It was awe-
some,” he says. 

Friesen, who is going into his last year at ASB,
was particularly impressed by the cosmopolitan
atmosphere of Tel Aviv. “There were people
from all over,” he notes.

Paige Jaenen thought it would be “cool” to go
on the trip and she wasn’t disappointed. “I loved
it,” she says. “Everyone was friendly. Everything

was beautiful. “
One of her lasting memories, she notes, was

spending a night sleeping in a Bedouin tent and
waking up to find a peacock in the tent. She also
enjoyed riding a camel and walking around
Jerusalem.

(Jaenen is going into her second year at ASB.)
All four students say that they would love to

go back and spend more time in Israel. “I would
go back in a heartbeat,” says Jaenen.

Amber Pohl, the ASB’s International Exchange
Program Co-ordinator,
notes that this is the
sixth year for the Israel
exchange program,
which was founded by
former Winnipeggers
Gerald Schwartz and
Heather Reisman. In
addition to Tel Aviv
and Jerusalem, she
reports, the ASB stu-
dents visited Masada,
Tiberias, (where they
wrote their final ASB
exams) and the
Galilee, culminating in
a visit to Beersheva
and Ben-Gurion
University, where they
reconnected with the
Israeli students who
were just here.

“Trips like this play
a huge role in expos-
ing students to inter-
national business in a
real life setting,” Pohl
says. “The program
also helps them build
personal and profes-
sional relationships
with people of differ-
ent cultures.”

Next year, she says,
there may be more
funding available, so
that up to ten BGU
students can visit
here. “We are also
hoping to be able to
visit some more busi-
nesses in Israel next
year,” she says.
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Community news

Talmud Torah – Beth Jacob Synagogue to
Hold 14th Annual Fundraising Dinner

The Talmud Torah – Beth Jacob Synagogue will be holding its 14th
Annual Fundraising Dinner on Sunday, June 21, 2015 at the
Synagogue, 1525 Main Street.  The Talmud Torah community was
originally established around 1906 and has deep roots in Winnipeg’s
Jewish history as a source of Jewish education and spiritual develop-
ment.  Since that time, the Synagogue has moved twice and is now at
the current location at 1525 Main Street, where it remains a somewhat
forgotten treasure of the Winnipeg Jewish community.  Aside from the
tantalizing Kosher meal that will be prepared, there will be entertain-
ment provided by the Harlequin Barbershop Quartet.

The Quartet has entertained in the Music ‘n Maven Series at the
Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre. They are  an acappella ensemble
featuring Rob Smith (Tenor), Larry Hunter (Lead), Herold Driedger
(Bass) and Paul Bullock (Baritone).  Their repertoire includes ballads,
uptunes, comedy and 50’s doo wop.

The dinner committee is working diligently to make this dinner a
huge success.  Since our seating capacity is limited, we will be selling
tickets on a first-come basis.  We hope you will join us.  See adver-
tisement

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB
SYNAGOGUE DINNER

SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 2015
1525 MAIN STREET

DINNER AT 6:00 P.M.

MIRIAM GELLER
 Dinner Chairperson

FOR TICKETS CALL: (204) 582-6685

14th ANNUAL FUNDRAISER

ENTERTAINMENT
PROVIDED BY

THE HARLEQUIN BARBERSHOP QUARTET

Gray Academy of Jewish Education
Congratulations to the Grade 7 class

For placing 1st overall in Canada in the 
Canadian National Math League Competition!! 

Grade Six 5th in Manitoba 
Grade Seven 1st in Manitoba 

1st in Canada 
Grade Eight 1st in Manitoba 

9th in Canada 

INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENTS 
Grade Six Isaac Gall 7th in Manitoba 
Grade Seven Dylan Kagan 1st in Manitoba 

Maya Polevoi 2nd in Manitoba 
Misha Cook-Libin 3rd in Manitoba 
Jacob Marks 3rd in Manitoba 
Jonah Perlmutter 3rd in Manitoba 

Grade Eight Sarah Jacobsohn 1st in Manitoba 
David Bogolmony 2nd in Manitoba 
Devin Cohen 3rd in Manitoba 
Jori Ganetsky 3rd in Manitoba 
Nathan Kirshner 3rd in Manitoba 
Toby Szkop 3rd in Manitoba 
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Joanne SeiffA Glimpse of the History of Temple Shalom, 
from the pen of Lee Schachter za’l

(written in 1989) Moses and the Children of Israel wandered through the
wilderness for 40 years, before he led them to the Promised Land. Temple
Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform congregation, has been trekking to and
fro the city for more than two decades before it reached its promised land.

After years of holding services from place to place, the Temple acquired
a new, permanent home. A onetime Baptist church that stands at Wilton and
Grant. A gracious building, simple and discreet in design, it contains 10,000
sq ft, with a peaceful sanctuary, comfortable pews, where the sun streams
through the windows. On September 1, the Temple moved into this long
awaited home, to the joy of the congregants. For the first time, High Holy
Day Services were held in their own, new home.

The move was a long time in coming. Temple Shalom started out in the
1960s with a handful of people determined to begin a Reform movement in
Winnipeg, and for years it was known as the travelling temple. Services
took place in the homes of the members. The first Rabbi was Jerry
Steinberg. In 1969 he said, “while some congregants preferred the warmth
and cosiness of the home to a more formal setting, it was to be hoped that
we could have our own permanent building. A permanent home is neces-
sary if we are to grow in depth.” It took two decades for it to happen. Rabbi
Steinberg left the congregation in 1972. 

The Temple congregation moved from different homes, to Council
House, to the International Centre at William and King, to the Viscount
Gort Hotel and back again. In 1974, Rabbi Silver said, “the single greatest
need of the Temple was the acquisition of a building, a place we can call
our own, where people can come and say this is ours.” 

...and so it is today. This place that we call our own. It can be yours, too.
To be continued.
Friday, June 12 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Sherman Lang
Saturday, June 13 12pm Yoga Shalom
Friday, June 19 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Justin Danyluk

& Cantor Len Udow
Saturday, June 20 12pm Yoga Shalom
Friday, June 26 8pm Friday Night Live Shabbat Service led 

by Rabbi Karen Soria and Cantor Len 
Udow with the FNL Band
No Yoga Saturday the 27th

Saturday, June 27 7:30pm Coffee House Concert featuring “Tim 
Barlow with Few Who Do” and Karen 
Soria and Janet Pelletier-Goetze

Shabbat Services July and August begin at 6:15pm
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Finding holiness in different ways
In March, Rabbi Sid Schwarz visited

Winnipeg to offer ideas for building community.
In his Saturday Limmud lecture, he focused on
his book, Jewish Megatrends: Charting the
Course of the American Jewish Future. These
megatrends resonate with “next gen” Jews (Gen
X, Y and Millennials): Hochma/Wisdom,
Tzedek/Social Justice Issues, Kehillah/
Community, and Kedosha/Holiness. Here’s the

last column on how a sense of holiness can revitalize Jewish Winnipeg.

Holiness–Davening with the Angels
When I was a grad student, I had the opportunity to see Sufi Dance, also

known as “whirling dervishes.” Sufism is a form of Islamic mysticism.
After seeing this ecstatic prayer through movement, a Sufi master spoke to
our class. When asked how he reached that spiritual ecstasy and enlighten-
ment, he said, “Well first, you pray five times a day.” 

Even though this was a great mystic, he brought us right back to the rit-
ual of his religious practice. In Islam, you pray five times a day. He point-
ed out that reaching the holy and the ecstatic doesn’t mean skipping all
your religion’s basic tenets.

To make a parallel with Jewish mysticism – it ain’t all Madonna and the red
thread. It takes more than going to a celebrity Kabbalah centre in L.A. If we
want to occasionally reach that level of spiritual meaning, we have to do
every-day Jewish work. If you know the song “Al Shelosha Devarim,” you
might remember the translation: “The world depends on three things: On the
Torah, on Prayer/Work, and on Deeds of Loving Kindness.” Our souls can’t
dance with the angels until we’ve done our chores and are ready to greet them. 

When Rabbi Sid visited, he talked about holiness during his prayer lab
on Saturday morning. He talked about how finding a way towards heartfelt
prayers at services might invite angels to walk among us. This angel
metaphor is a way of getting at that feeling when our souls take flight
together during prayer. 

For some, this sounds like hocus pocus. Yet, what Rabbi Sid said is true
of Next Gen Jews – we want to re-engage with the spiritual in our lives,
and if we can’t get it in Judaism, we’ll go elsewhere. The truth is, we most
definitely can find it in Judaism. However, we get there in different ways.

The most successful 21st century congregations offer multiple opportuni-
ties to gather in prayer. There are a large variety of minyanim that focus on
learning, on communal singing, and on healing. There are chances for
prayer in movement, such as the Yoga Shalom program. There are family
services, tot Shabbat services, playgroups and story hours. There are can-
tor-led services with performance-oriented choirs. There are Shabbat
wilderness hikes and traditional services with guest lectures.

Offering several prayer experiences means that the shul won’t be packed
for one single worship event. The rabbi isn’t always there as a figurehead.
Sometimes, the rabbi has to minyan-hop from one group to the next.
Instead, small groups, people who know each other, greet each other and
bring meaning to their encounter, gather instead. This is a worship com-
munity where you know that someone has been ill or that a friend needs to
recite Kaddish. It’s intimate. You have to participate, and it’s hard to hide
if you don’t want to be involved. It can be deeply meaningful, but it also
can be hard work–the other minyan members rely on you to show up and
to help make prayer happen.

It’s often the hard work of showing up – knowing that your community
depends on you that brings such deep meaning. Those who aren’t invested
in their Judaism or who just show up for the food may be put off. Yet, these
kinds of small congregational experiences are the ones that have the most
meaning for many. When I was involved with the New Shul, under Rabbi
Pinsker’s direction, I felt a sense of duty, value, and holiness. I was com-
pletely swamped with the needs of twin infants at the time. Even so, when
I led the service’s family portion, we all got up, from the infants to the
great-grandparents, danced and sang together, told stories and swapped
kid-oriented ideas, and it felt transcendent. I also felt the angels in the room
while Rabbi Larry taught us a Drash based on the Torah portion. I felt
Kedoshah, holiness, surround us.

Thriving North American congregations nurture this. Instead of making it
hard for a new Jewish group to meet, these communities offer up their base-
ments and classrooms and invite folks to borrow a Torah. Rabbis with vision
recognize that they should embrace every lay-led learner’s minyan…every
single chance for Jews to build community, learn, connect, and grow spiritu-
ally within their buildings. By enabling this growth, everyone can find their
own holiness ‘hocus pocus.’ It evolves from week to week. 

The Rabbis teach something deeply meaningful about when Jacob wres-
tled with the angels to become Israel. The Torah says that the angels went
UP and down the ladder. The angels originate here, on earth. To wrestle
with the holy, we have to open up the shul doors to all forms of Jewish
prayer. We have to invite those angels to dance – and daven – among us.

Joanne Seiff is the author of two books and works as a freelance writer,
editor, designer and educator. See more of her work on her blog:
www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.

By

JOANNE SEIFF



Community cares for elders: Simkin Centre celebrates 100 years
with walk to raise funds for therapeutic recreation

Every year the community gathers to celebrate
healthy aging at the Saul & Claribel Simkin
Centre. On June 14th residents of the Centre will
gather with their friends and family for the
Simkin Stroll, a walk in support of the
Therapeutic Recreation Program.

People who live at the Simkin Centre experi-
ence a high incidence of cognitive impairment
and barriers to mobility. Eighty to 90% of resi-
dents suffer from a dementia related illness.

Therapeutic Recreation Services engage the
body, mind, and imagination by providing
enriching life experiences regardless of barriers to health. Based on indi-
vidual assessments, each resident has a plan for involvement with
Therapeutic Recreation. Planned programs include one to one, and small or
large group sessions. Therapeutic Recreation staff organize exercise ses-
sions, discussion groups, games nights, cultural events, and many more
options that offer familiar experiences for residents. Folk song sing-a-longs

and baking sessions are just a few of the programs
that they organize. Evening and weekend
Therapeutic Recreation Programs are not covered
by health care funding and are only possible with
the support of a caring community.

Last year the Centre had to cut back on weekend
and evening Therapeutic Recreation Programs due
to a lack of funding. Their goal this year is to raise
$25,000 toward these essential services. 

This year the Simkin Centre is also celebrating
its 100th Anniversary! They are inviting the com-
munity to join them for this neighbourhood stroll

in support of the residents of the Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre.
Event Details:
Date: Sunday, June 14, 2015 (Rain or Shine)
Registration: 10:00 a.m.
Walk Begins at 11:00 a.m.
Location: 1 Falcon Ridge Drive
www.simkincentre.ca/the-simkin-stroll/
The Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre is a not-for-profit organization dedi-

cated to providing residents with a safe and happy home where they are
treated with dignity, honour, and respect. 
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Community news

Gwen Secter annual general meeting
and volunteer appreciation

Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre, the only comprehensive, mul-
tipurpose Jewish community centre for older adults in Winnipeg, will
hold its annual general meeting on Wednesday June 24 starting at
12:45 pm

This year, as part of our AGM, we are honouring the many volun-
teers who contribute their time, energy and talents to the successful
operations of the Centre.

Whether it is in administration, programs, governance or food ser-
vices, all our valuable volunteers give of their time because they
believe the Gwen Secter makes a difference to the lives of hundreds of
seniors in our community throughout each year.

With programs and activities to suit everyone’s needs and capabili-
ties, plus a kosher catering facility that produces traditional and con-
temporary foods all year round, the Gwen Secter is known as the
‘home away from home’ Jewish seniors’ Centre in Winnipeg.

An important community announcement will be made at the
AGM regarding the future of the organization at 1588 Main Street
once the existing lease on the building expires in 2016. Please stay
tuned.

GWEN SECTER CREATIVE LIVING CENTREGWEN SECTER CREATIVE LIVING CENTRE
1588 MAIN STREET
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For more information call: 204-339-1701

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are seniors
Chapter no. 68

We seniors do have pet peeves, little annoy-
ances, from time to time - don’t we?

Let’s talk about some of them. Well, per-
sonally, I am annoyed by people who talk on
their cellphones in public places. Who wants
to hear about their personal problems? Why
can’t they wait until they get home, so they
can have their private conversations - or go to
another private area to discuss what they are

having for dinner?
Many seniors love to go to the movies. But what happens when you go

at an early time in order to get a good seat, only to find that one individ-
ual has come earlier so that they can reserve seats for their friends, who
are coming at a later time? And what about people who carry on a con-
versation in the row behind you or the row ahead of you; why can’t they
go out to the lobby, where they can carry on their private conversations?
And what happened to good manners? What I said is true regardless of
the type of entertainment which you choose to attend.

What about line hogs? Those that will move ahead of you in a lineup,
because their friend ahead of you will allow them to get in the line ahead
of you!

Winnipeg has all kinds of automobile drivers, right? Is there any other
city in the world where drivers will pull right (into your driving lane), in
order to make a left hand turn? And what about the younger drivers, both
male and female, that will cut you off in traffic? When you sound the
horn to warn them that they are cutting too close they can give you the
upraised middle finger, to give you their opinion!

Of course we are now living in the I.T. (Information Technology) age!
If you want to talk to someone because you have a problem with your tele-
phone, or your fridge, or whatever, you have to press numbers, (in order
that the machine can get you to the right person). And sometimes, if that
takes too long the telephone company will cut you off, and then you have
to start the process all over again! And you paid for a service when you
bought the product, but are you getting it? But, look at the money they
save, by not having a real live person answer your call in the first place.

It’s time to discuss our 21st Century banking system. Have you noticed
that some of the banks are using fewer tellers, with longer lineups, to sat-
isfy your banking needs. And remember the good old fashioned savings
accounts where you could earn three to four percent interest without tying
up your money for three to five years? And what about banking fees?
There are all kinds of new banking fees appearing all the time!

But I haven’t talked about our airlines. You want to reserve a seat, that
will cost you extra. You want to check one piece of luggage, that will cost
you extra. But what about these modern airliners that have scrunched up
seating and aisle space? 

Then there is the story about the man having dinner with his wife, when
a pretty young lady comes up to him and kisses him on the mouth! 

The wife says “Who’s that?”
“That’s my mistress,” he replies. 
She says, “I’m getting a divorce.” 
“But you’lll have to give up the Lincoln and the mansion,” he replies. 
Another man comes in with a pretty lady on his arm. 
“Isn’t that our neighbour?” she says. 
“That’s his mistress,” he says. 
She says: “Ours is prettier.”

By

HARRY WARREN
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Feature story

Ribbon Cutting
Camp  Massad
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Winnipegger Michael Rubenfeld’s wedding in Krakow
By MYRON LOVE 

When Cary
Rubenfeld’s son,
Michael, first told his
father that he and his
fiancée, Magda
Koralewska, wanted
to be married in
Krakow, Rubenfeld’s
initial response was
something along the
lines of “count us
out”.

“Marion and I were
quite upset,”
Rubenfeld says. “For
Jews, Poland is a sad
place. Greater Poland
(which once included
Lithuania, Belarus,
Ukraine and Galicia)
was once home to
80% of European
Jewry. Now, every-
where you go, there is
sadness about the
many Jewish commu-
nities that are no
more.”

But Michael and
Magda persisted.
“They asked us to
keep an open mind,”
he says. “They wanted
us to meet their
friends and her family. They also told us that there were cheap flights from
Poland to Israel and that we could leave right after the wedding.”

So Cary and Marion did go and they are very happy that they went. They
didn’t leave for Israel. Instead they spent two weeks in Poland. “It was
magical,” he says. “We met many talented and amazing people.”

Michael and Magda met three years ago in Montreal where both were
speaking at a Limmud program. Magda, a graphic designer by profession,
was talking about the revival of Jewish life in Poland. (Though not of
Jewish ancestry herself, Cary Rubenfeld notes, she found herself attracted
to our faith and converted 12 years ago. She was one of the founders of
Poland’s first Progressive – akin to Reform – congregation.)

Michael, who is involved in the theatre, was speaking about his docu-
mentary theatre piece about his Polish family roots, a project for which he
and his creative partner, Sarah Garton Stanley, had received a Canada
Council grant. (Michael, his father notes, has been spending a lot of time
in Poland over the past few years and has been learning to speak Polish.)

“They hit it off at Limmud,” Rubenfeld says of Michael and Magda.
The couple chose to have their wedding at the restored Stara (meaning

“old”) Synagogue in Kazimierz, the restored former Jewish quarter in
Krakow. “There used to be 65,000 Jews living in Kazimierz before the

war,” Rubenfeld says. After the war, Kazimierz was abandoned for 30
years. It became a centre of drugs, petty crime and prostitution. It was a
dangerous neighbourhood to visit. After Schindler’s List came out though
(Krakow was the site of the Plaszow Concentration Camp which was
where the film took place.), a lot of tourists started coming and the Poles
cleaned up and restored the area. Paradoxically, Poland is one of the safest
places in Europe now for Jews.”

The couple chose to have their wedding at
the restored Stara (meaning “old”) Synagogue
in Kazimierz, the restored former Jewish quar-
ter in Krakow. “There used to be 65,000 Jews
living in Kazimierz before the war.” 

(l-r): Cary and Michael Rubenfeld, Magda Koraleska
Michael and Magda met three years ago in Montreal where both were

speaking at a Limmud program...Their wedding was at the restored Stara
(meaning “old”) Synagogue in Kazimierz, the restored former Jewish
quarter in Krakow. 

The couple followed all the traditional Jewish customs with the
ketubah, the bedecken, the chupah and the sheva brochas. The reception
afterwards was at an Israeli restaurant across the square from the shul. 

Continued on next page.
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Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz
Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

English translation of
Yiddish column

Last year the prestigious Sapir Prize was given
to Reuven Namdar for his book “The Ruined
House”. The author is an Israeli who lives in New
York and his novel is an American Jewish novel.
This year the Sapir Prize committee announced
that only writers who are residents of Israel can
win the prize. Many Israeli writers are living
today in the diaspora and the Israeli literature in
Israel is becoming a literature of immigrants.
Perhaps this open-minded literature will save the
country from its racist, nationalistic, and fanatic
government? I doubt it, but this literature is good. 

Because Krakow and Kazimierz escaped the
largescale destruction visited on many other Polish
cities during the war, Kazimierz is still little
changed from its pre-war appearance. And,
Rubenfeld notes, it has become once again a vibrant
Jewish community centre – seven synagogues are
remaining - a number of which have been restored
and there are numerous Jewish shops and restau-
rants – but hardly any Jews.

On the other hand, Jewish life and culture in
Poland is undergoing a small renaissance,
Rubenfeld reports. The Jewish population now
stands at about 25,000 (as compared to ths pre-war
Jewish population of 3.5 million) and daily more
and more Poles are rediscovering Jewish roots and
rejoining the Jewish community.

It comes about in some cases, Rubenfled explains,
as older people approach death, some reveal to their
children and grandchildren their Jewish upbringing.
In other cases, after a grandparent dies, the family
finds documents or artifacts attesting to a Jewish
connection.

And Krakow has become one of the centres of that
Jewish revival as Poles also have rediscovered a
love of all things Yiddish. Kazimierz has become
home to the world’s largest Jewish cultural festival
(which is held in the last week of June and first week
of July ever year).

What is happening in Poland today is amazing, it’s
magical and practically unbelievable,” Rubenfeld
says.

As to Michael and Magda’s wedding on April 1, as
part of the Beit Krakow congregation
(http://www.beitkrakow.pl/) , Rubenfeld reports that
there were 250 guests including his brother Perry.
Theirs was the first Progressive wedding in Poland
in over 70 years. The couple followed all the tradi-
tional Jewish customs with the ketubah, the bedeck-
en, the chupah and the sheva brochas. The reception
afterwards was at an Israeli restaurant across the
square from the shul. 

For Pesach, Rubenfeld joined the Chabad congre-
gation in prayer. “After services on the first day of
Pesach, I was standing outside the incredible
Temple Synagogue, closed for Jewish Holidays,
talking to an Israeli visitor when another tourist
came by and took our picture (two Jews outside a
shul),” Rubenfeld recalls.

“We enjoyed a community Seder (Polish and
English) with members of the JCC Krakow, an ini-
tiative of HRH Prince Charles, the Prince of Wales,”
Rubenfeld says. “The JCC Krakow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JewishCommunityCent
reofKrakow) is arguably one of the most prolific
and active JCC’s in the world.”

He says that he and Marion are looking forward to
returning to Poland again some time.

As for the newly weds, they will be dividing their
time between Toronto and Poland.

Continued from previous page.
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Mameloshen

The I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust and the Rady JCC
Present

Mameloshen: Festival of Yiddish Entertainment and Culture
The Yiddish Diva Theresa Tova is coming to Winnipeg

The I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust and the Rady Jewish
Community Centre are proud and excited to bring the 7th Mameloshen:
Festival of Yiddish Entertainment and Culture to Winnipeggers this June.

The Mameloshen Festival closes on Monday, June 29 with an evening of
Yiddish song featuring Yiddish Diva Theresa Tova and Matt Herskowitz

An award winning actor, writer and singer Theresa Tova is delighted to
return to Winnipeg with her favourite composer pianist Matt Herskowitz.
Tova tours the world as a Yiddish Diva, playing to multicultural crowds at
intimate and prestigious venues. 

She has headlined major festivals including Amsterdam’s Jewish Music
Festival, Warsaw’s Singera Festival and Vienna’s Juddisher Kunstherbst
Festival. 

Tova’s three CDs Telling Stories, Tova Live At
The Top O’ The Senator and You Ask Me Why
Tova Sings Beyle, have won rave reviews for her
unique approach, moving effortlessly between
English and Yiddish, blending the jazz idiom
with Yiddish song. 

Tova has two Dora Award nominations for her
portrayals of Mrs. Van Daan in The Diary of Ann
Frank and Big Bryna in Still The Night as well
as a Gemini nomination for her role as Marge on
the hit TV series ENG. 

Winnipeg audiences may remember Tova
from her performances at the Manitoba Theatre
Centre and the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre. Tova
wrote, starred, and co-produced the award win-
ning Holocaust musical Still The Night which
was short-listed for the Governor General Award
for Excellency in dramatic literature. Her latest
project, Bella: The Colour of Love, about the
Yiddish writer and muse for her famous hus-
band, Marc Chagall, was hailed a tour-de-force
performance.

“We are thrilled to include Theresa Tova in the
2015 Mameloshen roster of Yiddish performers”
shared Laurie Mainster, Co-Producer,
Mameloshen Festival.

Uniquely combining the superlative technique
of a classical virtuoso with his prowess in jazz,
world music and free improvisation, pianist,
composer and arranger Matt Herskowitz has
carved out a unique and personal voice in music.
Over the course of the last decade, Matt has pro-
duced a series of critically-acclaimed record-
ings, premiered his works in settings from New
York’s Central Park to Germany’s Köln
Philharmonic, collaborated with top classical,
jazz and pop artists, and has performed at music
festivals across the globe! 

“We are pleased to welcome Theresa Tova
back to Winnipeg. You won’t be disappointed
with her dynamic performance”, said Tamar
Barr, Rady JCC’s Assistant Executive Director.

On Wednesday June 24, Mameloshen pre-
sents: Mir Trogn A Gezang - We Carry a Song:
A Tribute to Chana Mlotek z”l by her son
Zalmen Mlotek and her grandchildren.

The Maslowsky Family’s Yiddishe Concert
and the Gray Academy of Jewish Education
Yiddish Choir program on Monday, June 22 is
now sold out. Tickets are going briskly for the
other two shows and we expect them to sell as
well. 

All shows will be held at the Muriel
Richardson Auditorium located in the Winnipeg
Art Gallery, all starting at 7:30 p.m. For tickets
contact the Rady Jewish Community Centre at
204-477-7510 or on-line at www.radyjcc.com

7

TICKETS
Rady Jewish Community Centre  

204-477-7510 I www.radyjcc.com

All performances at the 
Muriel Richardson Auditorium, 

Winnipeg Art Gallery, 330 Memorial Blvd.

Transportation is available for seniors for a nominal charge.
Please arrange for transportation when ordering tickets.

Transportation supported by The Daniel Tallman Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

Monday, June 29 7:30 p.m. 

Theresa Tova 
and Matt Herskowitz

The Yiddish Diva is coming to Winnipeg 
with an evening of Yiddish Song.

Wednesday, June 24 7:30 p.m.
The National Yiddish Theater – Folksbiene presents

Mir Trogn a Gezang
- We Carry a Song

A tribute to Chana Mlotek z”l by her son 
Zalmen Mlotek and her grandchildren

$20
Jerry
Maslowsky

Zalmen Mlotek

$27

Theresa Tova

$27

I.L. PERETZ FOLK SCHOOL
ENDOWMENT TRUST

Monday, June22 7:30 p.m.

The Maslowsky 
Family’s Yiddishe 

Concert
One of the great musical 

families of the fabled 
North End reunites on stage 

for Mameloshen 2015.

Gray Academy Students
Return to the Mameloshen Festival stage 

to perform classic Yiddish songs

Debbie
Maslowsky

SOLD
OUT

TICKETS 

ARE GOING 

FAST!

TICKETS ARE GOING FAST!



By BERNIE BELLAN
Theresa Tova is a multi-talented performer who’s

equally at home performing on the live stage, on  TV
or in films,  whether it’s acting, singing, or writing
plays and musicals. Never having appeared in
Mameloshen, Theresa says she’s particularly excited
about returning to Winnipeg, where she’s appeared
on stage several times – at the Prairie Theatre
Exchange, Manitoba Theatre Centre and the
Winnipeg Jewish Theatre. 

Recently I had the chance to speak with Theresa
from her Toronto home. We talked about her long
theatrical and performing career and her upcoming
concert here.

She began by noting that “I’ve lived in the Yiddish
world and the Jewish cultural world, artistically, for
so long…Yiddish was my first language – I gave
birth to my children and couldn’t stop screaming at
my Gentile doctors in Yiddish.

“I played Winnipeg – my Governor General’s nominated play about the
Holocaust, ‘Still the Night’, played Winnipeg (at Prairie Theatre
Exchange). I wrote a musical about my mother’s experiences during the
Holocaust. She was a spy in the ‘underground’; she was a ‘partisan’.

“I did the Yiddish theatre in Winnipeg. I did  ‘The Goldene Medinah’
(‘The Golden Land’). “

I asked Theresa whether her shows will “consist of a medley of some
singing,– some ‘shtick’? “ She laughed.  “Some ‘shtick?’  I wouldn’t call it
‘shtick’, but sure – why not? You get what I am.
What reviews have said about my shows is that at the
end of my show you feel like I’m your best friend.
I’m honest with my audience, I talk to my audience,
I sing songs that mean something to me. I don’t do
Yiddish songs because of some great need to serve
the Jewish community – I do it because it’s great art.

“I’ve been an artist who’s worked Broadway
shows to Stratford to the Shaw Festival to major
films. Yiddish songs speak to me and I do songs that
are great stories. 

“I will do songs from the Holocaust, from the great
American songbook. I’ve got the most brilliant
pianist that anyone has heard – Matt Herscowitz,
who’s coming in from Montreal…The first time I
ever played Montreal, he got a standing ovation in
the middle of a solo.”

I asked Theresa whether her show would appeal to
non-Yiddish speakers too?

She responded: “Absolutely. I’ll do songs like
‘Night and Day’ in Yiddish. I’ll do ‘Brother, Can You
Spare a Dime?’ By the end of my concert you think
you understand Yiddish. “

When it comes to her name though, I asked her:
“Do you have two first names?”

Theresa responded: “Good for you. This is a very
interesting story. I was born in Paris, France, where
my name was ‘Thérese’. My mother – a Holocaust
survivor, gave us all French Catholic names (to hide
who we were).

“We moved to Calgary. I went to a Yiddish school.
At home my name was ‘Tova’le’. I went to public
school and they called me ‘Theresa’. When I became
an actor – my family name was a good old-fashioned
Polish-Yiddish name, mispronounced all the time so,
when I was at university and I decided to choose a
stage name, I chose the Hebrew version of my name
at home – ‘Tova’. So I used my first name – my
Christian sort of a name and then I’ve chosen my
Hebrew name to say what – I don’t need to hide; I
can pronounce it loudly to the world.”

I asked Theresa whether she engages in any sort of
repartee with her audience. She answered: “I never
plan what I talk about but I do talk to my audience a
lot. I talk, I entertain, I tell stories, then I say: ‘I guess
I should start singing’ and people say: ‘No, finish the
story!’ “

Theresa went on to say that her show will incorpo-
rate songs from various shows she’s put on in her
career, including her newest show, “Bella: The
Colour of Love”, which is about the wife of Marc
Chagall. (She noted that she’s done the show in
Belgium, in Halifax, and in Toronto – where “it sold
out in three weeks”.

“It will be a mixed bag of all the great
Jewish-inspired music I’m involved with,”
she says.

“Matt and I have done concerts on the
Upper East Side (of New York) – the upper
crust, where audiences have been blown
away. It’s not your parent’s Yiddish. This is
not Yiddish ‘yadyl, didl, daydl’ – this is great
art, I believe, which is why I keep getting
brought to Poland and other places to repeat
these kind of events. It’s a real opportunity for
people to see the kind of leading edge work
that’s happening in the Jewish world.”
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Mameloshen

HEBREW CONGREGATION OF WINNIPEG BEACH

In their  new expanded synagogue building located at Camp Massad.
Services every Saturday morning only commencing at 9:30 a.m. with
Kiddush following.

You are invited to join us and enjoy a traditional egalitarian Shabbat
Service.

Theresa Tova  will give a Yiddish concert like no other at Mameloshen

Theresa Tova
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Music

Gypsy-jazz party in the park
By BASYA LAYE
(Ed. note: The following article first appeared in
Vancouver’s Jewish Independent newspaper.
Reprinted with permission.)

In the mood for an early-summer dance party
this weekend? Last time Halifax-based septet
Gypsophilia played Vancouver, more than 2,000
came out to see them play their unique brand of
swing, Gypsy jazz, Balkan-folk, reggae, klezmer
and funk. This time, Gypsophilia will get
Vancouver toes tapping with a sneak peak at their
soon-to-be-released album Constellation.

The group – which includes co-band leader
Adam Fine on double bass; Ross Burns on guitar;
Sageev Oore on piano, keyboard, accordion and
melodica; Matt Myer on trumpet; Nick
Wilkinson and Alec Firth on guitar; and Gina
Burgess on violin – is currently on the road in
Western Canada, where they are hitting jazz fes-
tivals in each major city. 

“Gypsophilia played in Vancouver in 2009 and we were blown away by
the best crowd we’ve ever played in front of. Two thousand people who had
never heard the band before (I’m sure) and were so ready to listen, dance
and react. It was amazing,” Fine recalled in an interview with the
Independent.

Fine began his career with music early in life. “I played bad French horn
in elementary school,” he said. Inspired by his musical family, he hails
from a line of horn players. “My zaide played trumpet, my father plays
trumpet. I really wanted to play trumpet, but, in Grade 4, the music teacher
went around giving out band instruments to students; he stopped at me and
said, ‘Oh, I think you really have the lips for the French horn.’ In hindsight,
it’s clear that he needed French horn players,” he mused. “I was stuck with
it for the next eight years.”

His musical inclinations broadened somewhat in high school. “I got into
music when I started playing electric bass in high school,” he recalled. “I
took private lessons with a great teacher (Dave Glabais in Toronto) and got
into the stage band at school. It just seemed right to me and I quickly
stopped paying much attention to other subjects. I just hung out in the band

room all day every
day, started bands,
played with as many
people as possible. I
was somewhat
shocked when I asked
my parents if I could
pursue music in uni-
versity and they said
‘yes.’ They’ve never
been anything but
open-minded and sup-
portive in my life, but
no one really expects
parents to be OK with
their children going
into a career that is so
full of work and so
devoid of monetary
remuneration.” It was
while at York
University studying
jazz that Fine began
playing double bass,
his primary instru-
ment of choice.

Though the band
incorporates klezmer
into its sound, among
other sonic samplings,
Fine’s relationship
with Jewish music
was circuitous. “I got
into Jewish music via
my Zaide Itz (the
trumpet-playing one).
I think I discovered
the music of compos-
er/saxophonist John
Zorn at exactly the
same time that Zaide

invited me to play some klezmer with him and
my little brother, Jordan, who plays guitar and
trombone (now, aka Fine Canadian Forces).
Zorn married a Jewish sound with avant-garde
music – something I was really into back then
and still am – it was exciting and fresh, and
maybe the first Jewish cultural thing which
seemed hip to me as a young person. Zaide
playing klezmer with me made it seem so famil-
iar (and familial), even though Jewish music is
not something I grew up with at all. So Jewish
music came at me from two directions at the
same time, and it’s a sound I still care dearly
about now.”

With the popularity of bands like Israel’s
Balkan Beat Box and Gypsy-punk super-group
Gogol Bordello surging and a klezmer renais-
sance being played out around the world,
Gypsophilia finds itself a member of a richly
creative community. The opportunities for col-

laboration are endless.
It is partly due to this open musical diversity that audience reaction is so

positive, Fine surmised. “I’m not convinced that audiences always know
when we’re doing a klezmer thing or a waltz thing or when we’re doing a
French swing thing, but it doesn’t exactly matter if they like the results. We
tend to be a band that’s really hard to talk about but, when people hear the
diversity of what we’re doing, they get it right away.”

The band’s newest songs incorporate the waltz form. “I have a waltz
addiction,” Fine joked. “I watched [Stanley] Kubrick’s 2001: A Space
Odyssey a few years ago and [Johann] Strauss Jr.’s Blue Danube appears
prominently; I was shocked with how beautiful and simple it is. Ever since
then, I have only been able to write waltzes. It appears that I’m not the only
one, as Matt also produced ‘Valse Povero,’ a really wild waltz, on this new
record.”

In addition to his work with Gypsophilia, Fine has a hand in the business
end of creativity with Little Zaide Music, his booking agency, and he plays
with Burgess in Der Heisser, a klezmer side-project, with whom he hopes
to more extensively tour in the future.

“My brother and I have joked about JED (Jewish Entrepreneurial
Disorder), where we ambitious, young Jews are completely incapable of
not starting our own businesses, bands, organizations, etc.

I love the music business (sometimes), and I wanted to turn my experi-
ence as a performer and manager into some additional work, matching the
bands I’m in and like to potential event clients.

Adam Fine and Gypsophilia will be performing twice at this year’s
Winnipeg Jazz Festival: Tuesday, June 16, from 12:00-1:00 pm, a free
concert in Old Market Square, and later that evening, at Maw’s Beer
Hall (18+), from 7:30-9:30 pm (tickets - $18).
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PLEASE JOIN US
THIS SUNDAY

SPECIAL CEREMONY & GARDEN PARTY

TICKETS ONLY AVAILABLE  
IN ADVANCE  

CALL 204.477.7520 TODAY!
SUNDAY, JUNE 14, 2015, 6:00PM AT THE  
ASPER JEWISH COMMUNITY CAMPUS
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A journey through the 
Ukrainian-Jewish encounter:

From antiquity to 1914
The territory of modern-day Ukraine has been for many centuries the

homeland of diverse and flourishing cultures, including one of the old-
est and most populous Jewish communities in Europe. The Jewish
presence in Ukraine dates back to the beginnings of recorded history
in the region. 

This community, consisting largely of Ashkenazi Jews, lived along-
side the indigenous, and later Christian Ukrainian population through
long periods of normal co-existence and multi-faceted cultural cross-
fertilization.

Our exhibition explores the encounter and the side-by-side evolution
of Jews and Ukrainians - also known in earlier periods as Rus’ or
Ruthenians - from antiquity to the beginning of the First World War.
An integrated narrative of these two peoples is presented in the belief
that there is much to be gained by viewing their historical experience
together, in all its complexity. Despite periods of crisis and intermittent
violence, Ukrainians and Jews have lived as neighbours for centuries,
creating and sharing enduring cultures that continue to inform their
identities today.

A segment of the exhibition focuses on the origins and remarkable
growth of Hasidism on the territory of Ukraine, and two parallel dis-
plays treat the challenging transformations experienced by these two
stateless peoples in the course of the “long nineteenth century” (1772-
1914) - in the Russian Empire and under Austrian Habsburg rule.

Not covered in this exhibition is the twentieth century since 1914.
The first half of that century was marked by unprecedented bloodshed,
disruption, and suffering during the First World War; the revolutionary
violence following the collapse of the Russian Empire; the Great
Famine (Holodomor) of 1932-33 that claimed the lives of millions of
Ukrainians; Stalin’s Great Terror in the late 1930s that claimed
800,000 victims; the horrors of the Second World War and the destruc-
tion of Ukraine’s Jewish communities and 1.4 million Ukrainian Jews
in the Holocaust.

This exhibition was created by the Ukrainian Jewish Encounter
(UJE), a privately organized, multinational initiative launched in 2008
as a collaborative project involving Ukrainians of Jewish and
Christian heritages and others, in Ukraine and Israel as well as in the
diasporas. The UJE would like to thank Citizenship and Immigration
Canada for its generous support and financial contribution towards
the mounting of this exhibition and the Oseredok Ukrainian Cultural
and Educational Centre for its cooperation and venue.

Above: Participants at Gwen
Secter Wednesday morning
minyan. Minyan leader Joe
Cohen, far left, with his
daughter, Gwen Secter execu-
tive director Marilyn Regiec,
behind him.

Below: Joe Cohen leading
mincha service Wednesday
morning at Gwen Secter.
Cohen’s daughter, Gwen
Secter executive director
Marilyn Regiec in back-
ground. The Wednesday
minyan at 11:15 has become a
regular Gwen Secter feature.

Gwen Secter minyan
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In the arts
Reva Stone receives GG award 

Born a
Winnipegger,
Reva Stone
(70), was
raised in
Regina before
returning to her
hometown for

university, earning a BA in sociology and
psychology in 1966 and a BFA in 1985. 

After marrying Harold Stone and hav-
ing two children, Stone decided to go
back to university to study art. She then
went on to become a now-25-year-run-
ning professional electronic and digital
media artist. 

“As far back as I can remember, I was always interested in making art,”
said Stone. “I thought I was going to become a painter, but that didn’t last
long. I learned quickly that I love taking chances and am really comfortable
trying things I have never done before.” 

As she graduated from art school in her 40s, Stone recalled being told that
“a woman her age” could not succeed in career in art. Yet since that time,
Stone has been very successfully creating computer-assisted installations that
explore the mutable space between human and machine. 

“I always begin new work with a concept that I read about or an occurrence
that I observed,” said Stone. “I develop my ideas through research and exper-
imentation. This method has led to installations that explore the underlying
social, technological, and cultural narratives that are being played out around
the constantly changing technologies altering how we interact with the
world.

“I use various forms of digital media to make artwork that comments on
this changing nature of what it means to be human.” 

Stone has received numerous research and production awards from the
Canada Council of the Arts and the Major Arts Award from the Manitoba
Arts Council, as well as the Governor General’s Award in Visual and Media
Arts 2015. 

In 2002, a robotic work, Carnevale 3.0, received an honorable mention
from Life 5.0, Art & Artificial Life International Competition, Fundación
Telefónica, Madrid, Spain. 

In 2009, Stone presented at the Super Human: Revolution of the Species
Symposium organized by the Australian Network for Art and Technology
(ANAT) in Melbourne, Australia. The proceedings were published in Second
Nature: the International Journal of Creative Media. 

Stone has two upcoming exhibitions – one at international symposium,
ISEA 2015, which will take place in Vancouver, and another in Winnipeg at
the Howard Gurevich Galley in September, called, “Bees, Beasts, and
Binaries,” that includes works by her studio partners, Aganetha Dyck and
Diana Thorneycroft. 

Romi Mayes goes on tour
Born and raised in Winnipeg, Romi

Mayes (née Rykiss) was a student at both
Talmud Torah and Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate. 

She got her start in music at the young
age of 15, after a B’nai Brith Camp canoe
trip in Lake of the Woods. 

“My out-tripper, Leah Steele, played
guitar and sang campfire songs and I
thought she was the coolest person I ever
met,” recalled Mayes. “When I got home
from camp that summer, I begged my
mom to buy me a guitar. I played and
wrote songs consistently after that and
started performing shortly after.”

Four years later, Mayes was satisfied with her 10 new songs, which are on
her new album, “Devil on Both shoulders,” an album she kicked off in
Winnipeg on May 8 (four days before the official release in North America
on May 12).

“My publicist and I came up with the idea to have a pre-release in
Winnipeg, something special for my favourite audience,” said Mayes. “I am
so in love with Winnipeg and wanted to show them somehow.”

Mayes’ tour began in eastern Canada and then will move on to Vancouver
in July. This will be followed by a tour south, to the U.S.A. and then Europe.

“The road is bittersweet for me, though,” said Mayes. “I love performing
and traveling, and getting to see all the fans and friends around the world
again, but leaving home and my now 15-year-old daughter for a few weeks
is always hard on the heart strings, to say the least.

“Without the music community in Winnipeg and the fans and friends I have
here, I wouldn’t at all be where I am today. Over the years, heavyweights in
the music industry have tried to convince me to move to Vancouver, Toronto,
New York, or L.A., but I know that being a small fish in a big sea is not the

way to go for me.
“The high caliber of the talent here in Winnipeg has also pushed me to be

a better musician. The non-competitive music scene and the constant encour-
agement here is incomparable.”

“The Secret Annex” comes to light
On May 21, Alix Sobler launched the

publication of her play, The Secret Annex,
at McNally Robinson, with about 60 peo-
ple on hand. Sobler shared the reading
with actress, Robin Slade. 

The book is a publication of the play she
wrote, which was originally produced in
the winter of 2014 at the Royal Manitoba
Theatre Centre, (published by Scirroco
Press). 

Growing up in New York, Sobler attend-
ed Jewish day school and then public high
school during which time she was very
involved in U.S.Y.. She went to Brown
University, where she majored in theatre. 

“After college, I toured the Canadian
Fringe circuit, which is where I met my
future husband,” said Sobler. “I moved to Winnipeg in 2005 and livedethere
until I came back to New York in August of 2014 to pursue my MFA in play-
writing at Columbia.”

The Secret Annex is a telling of an alternative reality in which Anne Frank
survives the war, moves to New York, and is trying to find someone to pub-
lish her book.

“I was interested in telling this story, because I have always been drawn to
Anne Frank and her story,” said Sobler. “And, I have been interested in the
way her legacy has unfolded. I wanted to use a famous victim of the
Holocaust to explore the difficulty faced by survivors and how they are
affected by post-traumatic stress.” 

In September, The Secret Annex will have a reading at the Stratford
Festival, and in the winter of 2016, there will be a production of it at the Segal
Centre in Montreal. 

“It was great to be back in Winnipeg to launch the book,” said Sobler. “I
have always been incredibly supported by the Winnipeg community and am
grateful for all the help and encouragement.”

Bringing Variety to back to its show biz roots
It was Jerry Maslowsky, Variety, the

children’s charity’s current executive
director’s goal when he returned to the
organization, to reconnect the charity with
its roots in show business.

Maslowsky’s connection to the charity
began when he sang in the 1980s on the
Variety telethon. 

Later, he spent some time selling add
space for the Jewish Post (today’s Jewish
Post & News), was a host at CJOB, and
worked for about 15 years as a publicist
for the Blue Bombers. 

“And then the opportunity with Variety
came up,” said Maslowsky. “Through my
career even while at CJOB I still worked
closely with Variety. We did numerous events and promotions with them.
And, as well, when I went to the Blue Bombers, we created a lot of programs
for Variety that I was involved with on the Bombers side.”

Variety started in 1927 as an international children’s organization and it all
really came out of the entertainment community in Pittsburgh, where there
was a group called, the Variety Club, comprised of people in the entertain-
ment business who owned theatres. 

“One day, a young girl was left with a note in one of the theatres that
said:`This is my daughter, Catherine. I have seven other children. I really
can’t look after her, but I know people in entertainment and show business,
you’ll be able to look after her,” explained Maslowsky. 

“Well, this young girl was left in the theatre, and it was at the Sheraton
Theatre. And, basically, all the businesspeople in the theatre business adopt-
ed her. And a bunch of entertainers came together to raise money and do
shows for this Catherine. Catherine, herself, was later adopted. 

“Variety’s mission statement is to meet the tangible needs of children with
all abilities. And by that it means every child has an ability; some children’s
abilities are different than others.”

Maslowsky decided to put together a gala that would bring out the kid in
all of us, and he felt there was no better way than the circus. So, he gathered
some local talent to donate their time and come together under the Big Top.

“Turning frowns upside down was the theme of the event that happened on
May 9,” said Maslowsky. “I wanted us to get back to that circus, for it to be
entertaining, and for people to come to an event where they could see it
through the eyes of kids.”

Maslowsky is already working on making next year’s event even better.

Reva Stone

Jerry Maslowsky

Romi Mayes
(photo by Paul Blair MacLean)

Alix Sobler at book launch 
(photo by Charlene Van Buekenhout)

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA
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Bill Marantz

Saul Zitzerman - larger than life
A few days after I wrote a

column eulogizing Joseph J.
Wilder I found myself per-
forming a less agreeable
mitzvah involving another
law school classmate. On
Friday, May 14th, I helped
lay Saul “Shelly” Zitzerman
to rest at the Rosh Pina

Memorial Park. Seventy-nine is not the prime age for a
pall bearer but Shelly had been living in Toronto for the
past three years and the local talent pool was rather shal-
low. (Dr. Dave Brodovsky, who recruited me, is over
eighty.) After we had laid our burden down I thought of
what George Burns said to a fellow comic at Jack
Benny’s interment: “Hardly worth driving home.” 

But I did make it home, and now that I’ve disposed of
my boyhood friend’s mortal remains I will perform my
second mitzvah by immortalizing him in the pages of a
journal he read, religiously, and to which he occasional-
ly contributed. 

“Great idea,” my wife said. “But don’t say that he
went to jail.” 

I laughed. That would be like writing a Bill Clinton biography without
mentioning Monica Lewinsky. My flamboyant classmate and boyhood friend
had many sterling qualities and one defining weakness. When I first met him,
in high school, his reputation had preceded him. “He’s a bullshitter,” I was
told. But a lovable one, I came to learn. Shelly’s tendency to improve on the
truth did not stem from any impure motive or nefarious scheme. His innocent
fabrications weren’t calculated to con you out of your lunch money - merely
to enhance his image... like a politician claiming to be named after the man
who conquered Everest, even though she was born years before Edmund
Hillary accomplished that heroic feat.

“Pinocchio” Rodham Clinton, as everyone knows, is on the cusp of becom-
ing the first female POTUS and, for a while, it looked like Saul Benjamin
Zitzerman was living up to his illusions of grandeur. Shelly articled for his
uncle, the highly respected Louis Matlin, Q.C., who was not only a promi-
nent member of the Jewish community but, coincidentally, a former editor of
The Jewish Post. A year after Shelly joined Matlin Kushner Buchwald, in
1960, the senior partner died prematurely. But the firm not only survived but
was reborn as Buchwald Asper Henteleff, destined to become the most
prominent Jewish law firm in Western Canada. And Shelly was in on the
ground floor. While the rest of us were on the lowest rung of the profession
our classmate seemed to be sprinting up the ladder. 

Shelly and Zelma, who had gotten married in law school, moved from their
cramped North End apartment to a spacious two storey house in Garden City,
then, a few years later, to a luxurious Tuxedo bungalow, with an indoor ther-
apy pool that made our modest Waverley Street bungalow look like a shack.
While Brenda and I would occasionally drive down to Grand Forks for a
shopping week-end (or a curling tournament), after the children were old
enough to be left alone, the Zitzermans were flying to Palm Springs,
California, for the winter. 

Shelly had not only become a partner at Buchwald Asper, but was follow-
ing in the very large footsteps of Harold Buchwald, Izzy Asper, and Yude
Henteleff, who were not only prominent members of the legal and business
world, but leaders of the Jewish community. Eventually Shelly’s resumé
would include: president of Imperial Developments, president of Talmud
Torah and president of the Jewish National Fund of Canada. In the 1990s
Shelly hit the headlines with a financial coup. He had made a deal, in part-
nership with former Manitoba Conservative Party leader Sid Spivak, hus-
band of Senator Mira Spivak, to build a multi-million dollar senior citizen
complex in Charleswood. But for some reason the project kept getting
delayed. Then the house of cards came tumbling down.

I’ve done some things in my life of which I’m not proud but failing to visit
Shelly in “cheder” was unforgivable. I didn’t even bother to find out where
he was serving his time, the length of his sentence, or the details of his
offence. I didn’t have to. It was a familiar story. When an ambitious and
imaginative lawyer has custody of hundreds of thousands of dollars, sitting
idle in some trust account, it seems a shame not to put that capital to work.
It’s not theft, merely a loan - one you fully intend to repay. If it takes a little
longer than anticipated for the profits to roll in, you will, temporarily, use
Peter’s funds to pay Paul. Until Mary blows the whistle. Then you have to
pay the piper. 

It’s a tribute to the strength of Shelly’s character that he weathered this
storm as he had all the others, without flinching. He not only had “chutzpah”,
he had guts. Nothing daunted him. He was an incurable optimist with the for-
titude of Job. When he was still in university he had an accident that would
leave him crippled for life. At a summer job in a printing plant the blade of a
machine went through his right hand, severing most of the muscles and ten-
dons. But when I visited him in the hospital you’d have thought he’d just had
his appendix removed. He was as upbeat as ever as he related the gory
details...and the reconstructive surgery and physiotherapy he had to look for-

ward to. For once he didn’t have to exag-
gerate. It was a great story. Then he told
me about a great student nurse he had
met. She was expecting my call. 

The blind date did not quite live up to
advance billing, but Shelly’s heart had
been in the right place. 

Even if his right hand now looked like
an eagle’s claw, this crippling injury
didn’t put a crimp in Shelly’s curling
game. He simply shrugged it off - just as
he would shrug off every other disaster
fate had in store. He was an accident
waiting to happen. One year he was
almost done in by a tainted taco from a
Jack-In-The-Box. He survived with a
chronic gastro-intestinal problem and an
undiminished appetite for fast food.
Shelly kept Kelekis restaurant in
business well past its “best before”
expiry date.

Rail thin as a teenager Shelly blew up
like a balloon after he had paid his debt to society. The most successful mem-
ber of our class, from all appearances, ended without the proverbial pot. We
stood by him. It was agreed that, due to his recent run of bad luck, we would
pick up Shelly’s tab at our 40-year reunion. But he only attended one event -
as usual, without his wife. 

Zelma Zitzerman’s chronic (and mysterious) illness, which kept her virtu-
ally housebound throughout their 60 year marriage, was another burden
Shelly bore uncomplainingly. Constantly medicated, Zelma would occasion-
ally have outbursts of erratic behavior, but Shelly never lost his cool. He was
unfailingly supportive. When the children were young Zelma would tell them
bedtime stories she had made up, about an imaginary set of twins, and Shelly
wanted her to write them down. But she didn’t think she had sufficient edu-
cation to become a writer. “I didn’t get past high school,” she told me, when
Shelly called upon me to encourage her. So I quoted Albert Einstein:
“Imagination is more important than knowledge.” 

It did the trick. Shelly found an illustrator and made his wife’s dream come
true. He arranged to have her stories published as a series of children’s books.
Shelly wasn’t a flawless human being, but he had a heart of gold. Unlike
most people who are not shy about blowing their own horn he wasn’t only a
good talker, he was a good listener. He was the furthest thing from a narcis-
sist. He was always interested in what you were doing. One day, with noth-
ing more pressing on his schedule, he dropped into my walk-up office and
asked what I was up to. I read him a short story that would, years later, be the
basis of my first radio play. He was very encouraging. “It’s like Isaac
Bashevis Singer,” he mused. 

He should know. One summer, in the 1950s, when I was looking for a
paperback to read on the beach I bumped into Shelly at the Winnipeg Beach
drugstore. He recommended a short story collection by a writer of whom I
had never heard. Over the next few decades I would not only devour every-
thing I.B. Singer wrote, but abridge his novel, Enemies, A Love Story, for
CBC-Radio, in ten 15-minute episodes that I read over the network. It was
the crowning achievement of my radio career. 

Years later, Shelly did me another good turn that didn’t work out quite so
well. One day, out of the blue, he called me at the office to tell me he was
now into “film development.” He and his U.S. partner, a former William
Morris agent, were looking for properties. Did I have anything for them? 

His partner (the “creative” half of the team) didn’t think the script I sub-
mitted was commercially viable but was sufficiently impressed to suggest, to
the “financial” half of the team, that I be hired to write a screenplay based on
an idea he, the former Hollywood agent, had been kicking around for years.
The resulting script never saw the light of a movie projector, but Shelly kept
food on my family’s table during a fallow period in my legal career... with
funds, I suspect, in light of later events, he had to beg, borrow or steal. 

Shelly Zitzerman left a few financial victims in his headlong rush through
life but it was all collateral damage. He never deliberately harmed another
human being. He was a generous friend, with a good heart, who was always
willing to give you a helping hand - and who never forgot a favor. He was
endlessly grateful for the reference I provided when he adopted his adorable
blond-headed daughter, Mira. “I don’t know what you said,” he told me with
a laugh. 

I had merely written the truth: that he and Zelma were wonderful parents,
absolutely devoted to their son David, who is now a successful entertainment
lawyer. Mira is an interior designer. They both live in Toronto, with their five
children, where their ailing father spent his declining years. It’s a comfort to
know that, after the devastating loss of his “best friend” in 2010, Shelly died
in the bosom of his family. He was not a flawless human being, but the good
he did far outweighed the harm. I not only admired him, I envied him. Shelly
Zitzerman was the bravest person I ever met. A free spirit with a gusto for life
that brightened up this humdrum world for a brief period. Or, in the words of
Ian Jessiman, in a recent email: “The most memorable member of our class.”

In  the picture (l-r): Morley Singer, Saul
“Shelly” Zitzerman, Larry “Lala” Kussin, Irv
“Itz” Levin, Jerry Nepp, Bill Marantz. (note
Shelly’s ‘zoot suit’) 

By

BILL MARANTZ
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This three-point shooting specialist could definitely use a shot in the arm 
I finally cornered hoopster Keenan Benarroch,

who will be celebrating his 21st birthday this month,
after I was informed that he had recently been cele-
brating another life achievement by travelling to a
basketball tryout in Toronto, in the hope that he
might earn a spot on Canada’s Senior Men’s entry in
the Pan-American Maccabi Games.

Held every four years, the upcoming 13th event of
its kind will be taking place in Santiago, Chile from
December 27, 2015 to January 4,  2016. Mission

accomplished by the stellar basketballer, of course, but only in part as I shall
elaborate later.

“The competition mainly consisted of Jewish university players from across
Canada, including an Israeli who plays for Lakehead University in Thunder
Bay,” explained my interviewee.

Keenan has been especially keen on the sport of basketball ever since sev-
enth grade at Gray Academy, where he played all through high school on the
Junior and highly rated Varsity Raiders team. The latter group led by Benarroch
narrowly missed capturing the AAA high school title in 2011; he was  also hon-
oured with the prestigious “Nathan Pollack Athletic Scholarship” for excel-
lence in sport.

Keenan also enhanced his resumé by travelling to New York to participate in
the 2009 JCC Maccabi Games and starred on the 15-16 years old boys’ squad,
leading the attack by averaging close to 20 points per game.

Benarroch thought the N.Y. experience was extremely worthwhile from a
developmental standpoint: “I felt that the tournament was almost a coming-out
party for me. It was really good for my confidence. It was just an amazing
experience and I got to meet a lot of (fellow) Jews. It was also fun playing with
the Winnipeg guys that I play basketball with here,” he imparted.

Every player has his strengths and weaknesses and Keenan shared his: “ My
strength is definitely that I can shoot the basketball. I consider myself a three-
point-specialist and I play hard defensively . Shooting and spacing the floor is
also important in my game.

“It will definitely be good to see (in Chile) what the other Jewish players
around the world are like, too. It was also fun at the Toronto tryouts playing at
the collegiate level with the Jewish boys (from other parts of Canada).”

The Israeli coach at the tryout was impressed with Keenan. “I want you to
play at the games in Chile,” he said. “Playing on this team helped to identify
you and you showed what you’re capable of for the Maccabiah Games in Israel
too, in 2017.”

After playing two successful seasons in the MCAC (Manitoba Colleges
Athletic Conference ) with the University of Winnipeg at power forward, the
6’3” Keenan, who is listed as a guard and has played the power-forward posi-
tion, earned league MVP honours in his second year. He then transferred to the
University of Manitoba as a “redshirt” with the Bisons for the 2014-15 season.

The latter designation, according to Benarroch, was suggested by his U of M
coach Kirby Schepp to afford Keenan the opportunity to work on his strength,

speed, and game in general. “I’m on the Bisons’
roster, working out and training with the team. I’m
essentially a practice-roster player - a player with
potential. I sit on the team bench but don’t get to
play in the games,” he explained.

Come the 2015-16 college basketball season
Benarroch hopes to don a uniform and take to the
court. “There’s a small possibility I could get cut,
but most likely I’ll be on the team. It’s very com-
petitive but I’m pretty optimistic I’ll catch on,” he
remarked confidently.

Academically speaking, Keenan is presently
working on his Bachelor of Arts degree and hopes
to become a high school teacher,  eventually

coaching basketball. He is presently majoring in geography and his minor is in
physical education.

For the past two summers he has worked at Rady JCC Summer Camp as a
counselor for children with special needs. This summer he will be working at
the U of M mini-university summer camp. 

Dad Michael was and still does play a very integral part in Keenan’s and
eldest son Aden’s basketball development. “He coached me at Gray Academy
Varsity level. If he hadn’t stepped up and volunteered, I don’t think there would
have been anyone else to coach. He dedicated his time and he was pretty busy.
He got us into tournaments, playing against some pretty good AAA teams that
were ranked really high, and it really helped in our (team’s) development.” 

Michael, who is presently dean and C.A. Manitoba Chair in Business
Leadership at the I.H. Asper School of Business, is a grad of Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate and was apparently a very good basketball player himself in his day.
As well,  for years he has been steeped in officiating basketball as well as
coaching. 

A grateful Keenan also wanted to offer accolades to three of his basketball
coaches; specifically those whom he felt helped him most in his development
along the way: “Coaches Martin Riley, Grant Richter, and U of M head coach
Kirby Schepp all had a huge influence (on my game). They made a big
impact,” he stated passionately. 

Coach Schepp, in a press release he put out upon hearing that Benarroch was
going to Santiago wrote: “Keenan’s commitment and work ethic this past year
have been outstanding and it really paid off with this opportunity to represent
Canada at the games in Chile.”

Now, let’s cut to the chase and talk finances - to which I alluded at the out-
set. It was pointed out to the aspiring participants that they would have to help
shoulder much of the expenses involved in travelling to South America.

Keenan outlined the expectations that were explained to the athletes. “The
players have been told that they are expected to fundraise in their local com-
munities to cover part of their own costs. The cost for each player is approxi-
mately $7500 and this doesn’t include two trips to Toronto for practices closer
to when the games will take place.

“It’s pretty much all on
me. The U of M will
pitch in a little bit, but
other organizations
haven’t really chipped in
a lot.

So, if you’d like to
help support the cause so
that Benarroch might
join past Jewish basket-
ball standouts with the U
of M Bisons - Hymie
Fox, Zak Hirshman, Dan
Becker, and Cliff Umans
- who have in the past
travelled to previous
Maccabiah Games, why
not drop a line to
Keenan. “By Email
would be best,” he
shared: keenanbenar-
roch4@gmail.com

The writer, a Jewish
Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and cov-
ers football and hockey
for Canadian Press and
Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with
Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish
sports to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street,
Winnipeg, Man., R2V
1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

Keenan Benarroch

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN
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Gerry Posner

Reuniting after 60 years - Winnipeg-Toronto-Chicago
Can two women who

were best friends up until
they were 11 rekindle that
flame of friendship after
60 years? This was a ques-
tion I posed to myself after
I involved myself in con-
necting these two women. 

It started out innocently
enough in Toronto when, about eight months ago, I
was introduced to a woman named Nancy Golden,
who once was Nancy Rosen from Winnipeg. 

She had been told that I was from Winnipeg, made
it clear to me then that she had fond memories of
growing up in Winnipeg and was curious to find out
what ever happened to her then best friend, one
Bonnie Cantor. She spoke at length of the hours she
and Bonnie spent together and even had many fine
things to recall about Bonnie’s mother. She asked
about several other names, but the theme of this con-

versation was Bonnie Cantor. 
As it turned out, I had just recently established

an email communication with Bonnie, now
Bonnie Klass, and a resident of the Chicago area
for over 48 years. I passed on the contact and it
was not too long before Bonnie and Nancy were
emailing each other regularly. They even made
plans to meet. 

And meet they did. One afternoon in May,
Nancy and her husband, Sid Golden, invited my
wife and me to their home to meet Bonnie and
her husband, David Klass, another former
Winnipegger. Nancy’s spouse, Sid, was there of
course. 

That was quite a reunion, though I felt badly
for Sid, who was the only one present with no
Winnipeg roots in the crowd. I went to this gath-
ering with some trepidation for, after all, it
occurred to me that these women, though close
to one another at age 11, had not seen, spoken or

written each other in some 60 years. One could conjecture that you cannot
recapture the spark of pre-adolescence when you are now a grandmother. 

Even worse than that possibility was my anticipation that, even if the
women connected, the two husbands had never met. That could be a disas-
ter. 

And to top it all off, the Klasses were to be the guests of Sid and Nancy
at their home for five nights. I felt the pressure on my shoulders. 

The good news is the reuniting in Toronto of old pals from Winnipeg was
a home run. The women picked up as if they were back in Grade 6 at
Queenston School. They went through photos and that was a moment to
watch as both of them identified names from the past. One of the most
interesting tidbits arising out of this trip down memory lane was when
Nancy pulled out her autograph book and found an entry from 1955 as
reproduced above.

Just how prescient Bonnie was is a question I left unasked of my hosts.
Of course, we did have to point out to Bonnie that her date was wrong and
she realized that it was supposed to be January 29, 1955, her best friend
Nancy Rosen’s birthday. 

The five days the women spent together were, according to both - fan-
tastic. They recognized each other immediately but then, they were aided
by technology that did not exist in 1955, as in Skype. While together, the
two couples had a picnic along the river, had a Shabbat dinner together (and
even included my wife and me for the Shabbat lunch the next day), partic-
ipated in Jewish Music Week in Toronto and went to Stratford to see a
Shakespeare play. Most of all, they spent quality time together recapturing
a friendship that once was.

The women have had interesting lives since they parted over 60 years
ago. Bonnie ran a plant and installation company, which she began in 1976.
She was busy in her garden for many years as she had and still has a clear
horticultural talent. 

Best of all, David (former psychiatrist turned business software creator)
and Bonnie go to southern Spain every year, where they have a second
home. Bonnie and David have two adult children and now three grandchil-
dren. Nancy was a nurse, but worked as an x-ray technician and a teacher
of dental hygiene to patients of one Dr. Sid Golden, retired periodontist,
sculptor and author. Nancy and Sid have three children and four grandchil-
dren.

In the end, so well did the reunion go that the two couples are now plan-
ning a second get together in the Klass home in Spain. Thus, you might say
that this Winnipeg-Toronto-Chicago gathering now will have a European
connection. My reaction to it all: This was a golden moment for two classy
couples. 

By

GERRY POSNER

Uncle Solomon
Dear Uncle Solomon,

My son told me he is in love with a non-Jewish girl, and he made it
quite clear he doesn’t intend to ask her to convert, and anyway he is sure
she would not. What advice do you have for me?
“Afraid of a mixed marriage”

Dear Afraid of a mixed marriage.
I can certainly understand how you feel. First and foremost, be careful

of what you say - to avoid alienating your son. I suggest you start by giv-
ing him a message he will like to hear; that might make him more open
to hear some things he will obviously not like to hear. Tell him you are
happy for him that he has found love. Add that she must be a lovely lady
if she has found favour in his eyes. 

Then tell him that marriage under all circumstances is a very serious
matter, and not to rush into it. Tell him you would have said that even if
the young lady were Jewish. Try to convince him not to rush things.
Remind him that it is simply a fact of life that people fall in love, and
often fall out love. If you get his agreement on that, don’t try to go fur-
ther. That will be quite enough for the first session. 

Then find an opportunity when you and he are both relaxed. Tell him
that every marriage – whether between couples of the same faith or two
people of differing faiths - is a venture in which he has only a 50-50
chance of being successful. Point out you are not being negative. It is a
fact that statistics show that half the marriages today end in divorce. 

Then remind him he must consider the question of how they would
raise children. Rearing children when the parents are both of the same
faith involves many problems as can be seen by just looking around his
own circle of relatives and friends. Point out that to bring up children of
a mixed marriage adds to the ordinary problems.

Exposing children to the religions of both parents usually results only
in confusing them, or turning them off from all religions. Your son might
be more amenable to a discussion about children than in discussing the
other problems inherent in a mixed marriage. Ask him if he thinks his
girlfriend would agree that children would be brought up as Jews – and
tell him you would be ready to pay for the costs of a Hebrew education,
bar/bat mitzvah, etc. 

Then ask him if they will put off any talk of a wedding for at least a
year. On another occasion, tell him that you would expect that, out of
respect to the parents of his girlfriend, as well as to his own family, you
assume the marriage would be a civil marriage performed by a commis-
sioner who is neither a rabbi nor a Christian clergyman but a Manitoba
civil servant. 

If he is ready to try to get his girlfriend to agree on these matters, con-
clude the session – that would be enough for one session. Make certain
that your discussion is just that – a serious discussion and not a shouting
match. 

There is always the chance that his affair with his girlfriend will end on
its own. So be sure not to alienate him – be sure he would be comfortable
in telling you he is no longer seeing the girl, and that the breakup was
unrelated to their religious differences
Uncle Solomon

Readers of the JP&N are invited to send their questions to Uncle
Solomon c/o this newspaper, either via email: jewishp@mts.net or regu-
lar mail: The Jewish Post & News, 620 Brock Street, Winnipeg MB
R3N 0Z4. 

In either case the names of writers will not be divulged – unless you
specifically indicate that you are willing to have your real name shown.

allocations will be shared among 13 dif-
ferent agencies, the overall “loss per
agency isn’t going to be that significant.”

I asked about the specific case of the
Gray Academy, which saw a huge reduction in the number of students
enrolled there this past school there (from 600 to 510). Because much of
the funding for that school comes from the provincial government, but is
based upon the number of students attending the school, I suggested that
the Gray Academy’s budget is going to be particularly hard hit.

“The Gray Academy leadership is well aware of their enrolment situa-
tion,” Bronstone commented, “and are working hard to ensure that the
school is as strong as possible, both academically and financially, and the
Federation is supportive of the school and its lay and professional lead-
ership,” he said.

No doubt the Gray Academy financial situation is going to command a
huge amount of attention as that school’s board and administration deal
with the fallout from the drastic reduction in school enrolment. (For more
on the Gray Academy situation, see “Short Takes” on page 4.)

CJA campaign
Continued from page 2.

A page from Bonnie Cantor’s 1955 auto-
graph book that re-surfaced 60 years later
when Gerry helped her to reacquaint
Bonnie with her long-lost friend, Nancy
Rosen
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net
All obituaries in The Jewish Post & News are

also posted to our website at
http://www.jewishpostandnews.ca.

There is no extra charge for this service.

delandes ad #2

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JUNE  10

The family of the late

LILLIAN

ADELMAN
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, June 14, 2015
at 3:00 p.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Unveiling

SOLOMON (SAM) (SHLOMO) YURMAN
Shlomo Yurman

passed away May 21,
2015, peacefully at the
age of 94. He leaves be-
hind his beloved wife,
Tova of over 60 years,
son, Ron Yurman (Anita
Wortzman), grand-
daughters Lexie and
Haley, brother Norman
Yurman (Hedva) and his
many nieces and neph-

ews. He was predeceased by his sisters, Rivka, Freda
(Reuben) and Toni and his sister-in-law Henny
(Reuben).

Shlomo was also known as Saba, Sam or Solomon.
In 2007, he wrote the story of his life - No Territorial
Limits: My Life on Three Continents. He was born
October 20, 1920 in Poland and moved to Canada in
1937. Shlomo was a vegetarian with dual Canadian and
Israeli citizenship. He worked as a watchmaker, dia-
mond appraiser and dealer, journalist and translator.

As a teenager he overcame the strangeness of a new
country learning English at a rapid pace. He prided
himself in being a loyal son and brother. He dropped
out of school in grade 10 to help support his family. In
1938 Sam participated in the restructuring of the young
Judea group in Winnipeg with the goal of making
Aliyah. As one of 40 members of Machal from Winni-
peg, Sam left for Israel in 1948 to join the fight for the
Statehood of Israel as an aircraft instrument mechanic.
In January of 1955 he married Tova. They had a baby
girl who they lost after 18 short months. They perse-
vered and were eventually blessed with a healthy child,
Ron.

In 1972, Sam and Tova moved to Israel and made
Aliya with Ron. Once settled in Israel, Sam developed
his diamond business with a seat on the Diamond
Exchange. He pursued his love of writing as the Israeli
correspondent to the Winnipeg Free Press filing stories
about Winnipeggers in Israel.

In 2005, Shlomo and Tova returned to Winnipeg.
This was difficult for Shlomo but making sure that
Tova was taken care of was key to this decision. Tova
was the love of his life and up until last week he visited
her daily at the Simkin Centre ensuring she was cared
for in a compassionate way. For the last 10 years of his
life, Sam lived on his own terms in his own apartment.
Aside from his visits to Tova, his primary link to the
outside world was facebook and linked in where he
stayed in contact with old friends and family from all
over the world. His curious mind, independent spirit,
love of Israel and love of his family were evident until
late in the day Wednesday. He was asking questions up
to his last breath. We had a debate at around 5 pm as to
what he preferred to be called by the nurse- Solomon
(his legal English name), Sam (his English nickname)
or Shlomo (his Hebrew name). We settled on Shlomo,
his Hebrew name. Shlomo, you will be missed.

A graveside funeral was held on May 22, 2015 at the
Shaarey Zedek cemetery.

In Memoriam

MIRIAM

HALPRIN

May 2, 1997

LEONARD

HALPRIN

July 23, 2013

- Forever in the hearts of family and friends.

who passed away

In loving memory of

Unveiling

The family of the late

HERB HALPRIN
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headsone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Monday, June 22, 2015
at 11:00 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Unveiling

The family of the late

PINCHAS

LEVINE
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, June 14, 2015
at 2:30 p.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Deadline for the
June 24
issue of

The Jewish Post
& News

is
noon

Thursday,
June 18

In loving memory of

SHARON

FILKOW
who passed away

June 17, 2008
Ken, who passed away in 2014,
Kevin and Debbie-Jo, Jesse
and Ari, Shaun, who passed
away in 1993,  Lainie and
Bryan, Molly and Shae.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DIANA

(DINTZIE)

GLOBERMAN
who passed away

June 13, 1993
24 days in Sivan

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by her family
and friends.

In Memoriam

DORIS KASS
who passed away

June 28, 1992
28 Days in Sivan

SAMUEL KASS
who passed away

June 27, 2000
24 Days in Sivan

Time goes by but the memories stay
Never more than a thought away
Lovingly remembered every day
No need for words except to say

Sadly missed, forever in our hearts
Your loving children & grandchildren

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LEONARD

REINHORN
who passed away

June 16, 2001
26 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving wife
Myrna, children, and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
25th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JOE WORB
who passed away

June 17, 1991
5 Days in Tammuz

— Always in our thoughts.
ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife Geri,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

IRENE VERIN
who passed away

June 28, 1987
1st day in Tammuz

WALTER VERIN
who passed away

July 19, 1995
21 days in Tammuz

In loving memory of

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children and
grandchildren.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JUNE  17

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

IRVING CHARLES
(CHUCKIE)

HALPRIN
who passed away

June 29, 1957
— Forever in the hearts of his
family.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

DANIEL
BUTLER
June 10 - 2001

14 years!
It’s been a long road without
you, but full of memories
- With love Annette, Nadine,
Marc, Liam and Danielle.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SOLOMON
KNIGHT

who passed away
June 26, 1992

25 Days in Sivan
To live in the hearts
You have left behind
Is not to die.
—Loving you forever and
always. Your loving wife Rose,
Paul, Marcia and Ira, Alan
and Brenda, Joshua, Michael,
Sarah, Sean, Sara and Sal.

23rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MARVIN
LEVINE

who passed away
June 14th, 1993

25 Days in Sivan, 5753
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children,
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of

HARRY

PLATTNER
who passed away

June 28, 2014
30 days in Sivan

— Your loving wife Sos,
daughter Glori (Adam)
grandchildren Robbie,
Rochelle (Ido) great-
grandchildren Jada, Ela, Leo
and Lea.

1st Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

EDWARD

COWAN
October 24, 1942 -

June 11, 2002
First day of Tamuz, 5762

With each passing day
You are always in our hearts
Gone too soon
But never forgotten

— Sadly missed by his wife,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL DAVID
DREMAN
who passed away

June 22, 1974
3 Days in Tammuz

Your memory is your keepsake
From which we'll never part.
God has you in His keeping,
We have you in our heart.
—His loving children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and sister-in-
law.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

39th Yahrzeit 8th Yahrzeit

ROWENA
GREEN

who passed away
July 11, 1976

13th Day in Tammuz

IRWIN
GREEN

who passed away
June 22, 20007

6th Day in Tammuz
—Forever in our hearts and thoughts, loved and so very missed
by your children Barry, Sharon, Marsha and Alan granddaughters
Ronit, Kari, Shira and Hadara.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ERNEST (CHAIM)

KERN
who passed away

June 20, 2007
4 days in Tammuz

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of

MATTHEW

LEMER
who passed away

June 21, 2000
18 Days in Sivan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by Baba Mae and
family.

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
our dear father, grandfather

and great-grandfather

DAVID B.

MARGOLESE
who passed away

July 10, 1986
3 Days in Tammuz

—Sadly missed, never
forgotten by  children Phyllis,
Martin, Joel, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

29th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL
MEDOFF
who passed away

June 27, 1979
2 Days in Tammuz

—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by all of his family
and friends.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

VICKY REISS
who passed away

June 22, 2012
2 days in Tammuz

— Always remembered by her
husband Harry, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
27th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MEYER L.

RUDELIER
who passed away

June 17, 1988
2nd day in Tammuz

—Lovingly remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
25th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAUL GORDON
SHROM

who passed away
June 29, 1990

6 Days in Tammuz
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife Helen
May, children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HERSCH

ZENTNER
who passed away

June 11, 2002
2nd Day of Tamuz

“And when my journey takes
me to the end of  the road of life,
Beyond time's hidden bend,
I hope my fellow travelers
can say with truthful hearts
– a good man passed this way”
—Forever loved and
remembered by your wife
Lillian, daughters Pam and
Ali, son-in-law Jason,
grandson Jonah, relatives
and friends.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BARRY

DEVERE
who passed away

June 4, 2002
24 days in Sivan

You will always be
remembered in our thoughts

and forever in our hearts

Never forgotten

Your loving family

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM STERN
who passed away

July 2, 2003
2 Days in Tamuz

— Your courage, compassion
and humor will lovingly
always be remembered by your
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchild.
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Ribbon Cutting
Camp  Massad
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102 SHERBROOK ST.
MON to SUN — 10:00 to 10:00 

1 204 615 3354
SHERBROOKSTREETDELI.COM

Pictures from the Rady JCC Sports Dinner May 7

Filling in for Gary Bettman was a panel of excellent replacements (l-
r): Jets’ Head Coach Paul Maurice, Jets’ GM Kevin Cheveldayoff,
Jets’ executive chairman Mark Chipman, NHL Deputy Commissioner
Bill Daly, Moderator Sara Orlesky (Barry Mallin photo)

(l-r): Dinner Honourees Ashley and Nona Leibl; Myra and Arnold
Frieman, Rady JCC President Elliot Garfinkel (Barry Mallin photo)

Jewish Athlete of the Year nominees (l-r): Emma Leipsic, Micah
Sommer, Serena Buchwald, Saul Shrom, Jeremy Leipsic, Mandy
Greenberg (Jewish Athlete of the Year) (Barry Mallin photo)

Some members of the head table (l-r): Arnold Frieman, Rady JCC
Executive Director Gayle Waxman, Winnipeg Blue Bomber President
and CEO Wade Miller, Jewish Federation President David Kroft 

(Barry Mallin photo)



American Pharoah's Orthodox Jewish owner
walks to track to see Triple Crown victory

(JTA) -- The Orthodox Jewish owner of
American Pharaoh walked to the track to see his
horse claim the first Triple Crown in nearly four
decades.

Owner Ahmed Zayat and his family slept in
RVs on Friday night and walked to Belmont
Park in New York the next day in order to
observe the Sabbath, The Associated Press
reported.

Racing to victory in the Belmont Stakes,
American Pharaoh became the first horse to win
the third leg of the Triple Crown for 3-year-olds
following victories in the Kentucky Derby and
Preakness since Affirmed in 1978.

“We all wanted it. We wanted it for the sport,” Zayat, of Teaneck, New
Jersey, said after the race, according to AP.

American Pharaoh's jockey, Victor Espinoza, who is not Jewish, visited
the Lubavitcher rebbe’s grave on Thursday in Cambria Heights, New York,
in the borough of Queens, where he prayed and presumably asked for good
luck for his colt.

Zayat, 52, who was born and grew up in Cairo, had watched horses he
owns finish second in the Kentucky Derby three out of the past four years.
In 2012, his horses finished second in each of the three Triple Crown races.
Zayat owns 144 horses.
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News briefs

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

Bus.   204-339-6969
Fax.   204-339-2717
Res.   204-334-7086
hpk-cga@shaw.ca

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

D.S.S. Driveway
Sealcoat Service

Asphalt Driveways & Lots
Asphalt over concrete

Asphalt repairs
Sealcoating

Hot rubberized crack filling
Landscaping repairs

Free estimates
Call Alvin Merinuk

334-2024

A S P H A L T  R E PA I R

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

204-925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

R E A L  E S TA T E

Advertise  in
The Jewish Post & News
Call 204-694-3332  for

information.

NUMBER ONE
EVERGREEN PLACE

Elegant 1 BR, 2 BR and
Penthouse suites in

Osborne Village
Spectacular views.

Beautiful fitness area,
sauna and pool.

Contact 204-453-5617
www.oneevergreen.ca

inquire@oneevergreen.ca

F O R  R E N T

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Piano, Guitar, Violin, Flute,
Oboe, Voice & Theory Studio

Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 204-489-9048

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

M U S I C  L E S S O N S

Retired professional woman
from Gimli available to house

sit winter 2015/16.
Reliable, responsible,

references and criminal
record check available

Contact at
cdyane@mts.net

HOUSE  SITTER

LAKEFRONT COTTAGE
FOR SALE

GIMLI   LONI BEACH

Unique opportunity. 
64 N Lake, 

Loni Beach, Gimli. 
85’ lake frontage
190’ to sea wall 

and sandy beach.
Well appointed cottage, 

3 bdrms, 
1100 sq.ft, screen porch,
deck. Spectacular view.

$469,000.
Call 204 942 1766.

The first Jewish triple crown winner since that other legendary Jewish
horse, “Sea Brisket”
Of course, we can’t be too happy that a Jewish owner named his horse,
“Pharaoh”. Couldn’t he have been “Moshe” instead?

Party of anti-Israel Erdogan loses
majority in Turkish parliament

(JTA) -- The political party of Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has lost its
ruling majority in parliament, apparently set-
ting back the anti-Israel leader's bid to gain
sweeping powers.

With most of the votes counted in Sunday's
election, the Justice and Development Party,
or AKP, had about 41 percent of the vote with
projections of about 256 seats, some 20 less
than needed for single-party rule. AKP has
been the sole party in power since its found-
ing 12 years ago.

Erdogan, who for years has spewed anti-
Israel rhetoric, reportedly wanted to change
the country’s constitution to garner more
power.

Turkey-Israel ties have taken a major hit
since the 2010 Mavi Marmara incident, when nine Turkish pro-Palestinian
activists were killed after Israeli naval commandos stormed the ship with
which they were attempting to break Israel’s Gaza blockade.

The main secular opposition Republican Peoples Party, or CHP, was at
about 25 percent of the vote, while the nationalist MHP was at about 16.5
percent. The pro-Kurdish left-wing Peoples' Democracy Party, or HDP,
won 12.8 percent, for the first time passing the 10 percent electoral thresh-
old necessary to join the parliament. Its participation in the government is
expected to affect the power of the ruling coalition.

A day before the vote, Erdogan told a rally in the eastern province of
Ardahan that “Jewish capital” was behind The New York Times.

“It’s clear who their patrons are. There is Jewish capital behind it, unfor-
tunately,” Erdogan said, the French news agency AFP reported.

�����������	
�������������������������
���������	
�������


�������������

����������������
All utilities included.

Intercom/security camera.
Elevator, recreation room with kitchen.

Well managed, professionally managed.
On-site building caretaker.

Bach. suite
$511.00

Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

Ahmed Zayat
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Call (204) 477-7510 
today or visit

www.radyjcc.com

October 10 & 11

With the generous support of:

Produced in
association with 

So, nu? What are you
waiting for?

Early-bird 
pricing ends 

June 30 
The Klezmatics

Saturday night
A day of dynamic and

entertaining workshops 
for everyone!

Sunday

www.klezfest.ca 
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KlezFest Workshops 
Designed for Everyone

“You can just lean back and enjoy”
We’ve all been

there – the bar
mitzvah or wed-
ding hora where,
well, you start
running out of
ideas about what
to do next… so
you just keep
going in circles.

“They’re mysti-
fied about what to
do,” said Steven
Weintraub, a
Yiddish dance
expert from
P h i l a d e l p h i a .
“But really it’s
simple. It’s more
about where to go
than about com-
plex footwork.
You only need to
know how to
walk. It’s about
sharing an experi-
ence.”

Weintraub is
one of the work-
shop leaders at
Winnipeg’s first
KlezFest, coming
up Saturday
night, October
10, and Sunday,
October 11.
Saturday night
features the
Grammy Award-
w i n n i n g
Klezmatics in
concert at the
Winnipeg Art Gallery. Sunday is a full day of klezmer workshops at
the Rady JCC.

Workshops are designed to be interactive and informative – a deep-
er way to experience the music. Musicians will be able to play along
with workshop leaders, and there is a chance for everyone to sing and
dance. But you don’t have to.

“We’ve designed our program to be accessible for everyone,” said
KlezFest co-producer Beverley Aronovitch. “The local music and
dance communities will see the workshops as an opportunity to learn
more about an exciting genre. And casual klezmer fans will love to
watch it all unfold. You can just lean back and enjoy.”

“My workshop is a relaxing, comfortable experience for people of all
ages,” said Montreal’s Janie Respitz, an expert in Yiddish language
and culture. “We focus on Yiddish songwriters, but you don’t need to
have a great singing voice and you don’t even know how to speak
Yiddish.”

Respitz’s session focuses on great Yiddish songwriters. She hands
out sheets that include transliterations and translations. “We delve
deeper in to the lyrics and learn about the writer’s context,” said
Respitz, who plays guitar at her session. “And then we sing.”

Joining Weintraub and Respitz as workshop leaders are Frank
London and Lorin Sklamberg of New York’s Klezmatics, and local
klezmer greats: Shayla Fink, Daniel Koulack, Kinzey Posen, and
Myron Schultz.

The Sunday program also includes lunch and a panel discussion with
local folk musicians, moderated by Evelyn Hecht, and a high-energy
“Zingshpiel” – a klezmer party for everyone as a grand finale to
Winnipeg’s first KlezFest, featuring performances by workshop lead-
ers and participants.

“We’ve been hearing wonderful feedback since we announced
KlezFest, and tickets are starting to move quickly,” said co-producer
Miriam Bronstein. “We’re proud to be able to share klezmer music and
Yiddish culture through this program.”

KlezFest is produced in association with the Rady JCC and is spon-
sored by the Asper Foundation, the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba,
the Winnipeg Foundation, The Grand by Lakeview, the Jewish Post &
News, Manoverboard, and the Winnipeg Free Press. 

Early-bird ticket pricing is in effect until June 30. See
www.klezfest.ca or www.radyjcc.com for details.

Janie Respitz

Steven Weintraub


