
By 
BERNIE BELLAN

T
he 67th annual
Negev Gala
this year hon-

oured Steven Schipper, outgoing artistic direc-
tor of the Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre.

Schipper, who is a longtime supporter of the
State of Israel, chose as the project for which
he wished funds from this year’s gala to sup-
port a new physiotherapy and hydrotherapy
wing at the soon-to-be-built Beit Halochem in
Ashdod, Israel.

Beit Halochem centres throughout Israel
offer “an array of exceptional services includ-
ing” treatments of all sorts for wounded sol-
diers, as well as “family-oriented program-
ming, creative and cultural activities.”

In acknowledging the great work Beit
Halochem does, not only in treating wounded
Israeli soldiers – both physically and psycho-
logically, also Israeli civilians who are victims
of terror, Schipper wrote in the Gala program:
“I’ve been aware of Beit Halochem for a long
time because of the miraculous work they do
in helping Israeli victims of war and terror
resume productive lives. How can anyone ever
repay our brave Israeli citizens for making ulti-
mate sacrifices in service of Israel’s security?
We can’t. The least we can do, and Beit
Halochem does exactly this, expertly, is repair
the souls of shattered lives, of soldiers and
innocent civilians whose bodies have been torn
apart.”

The almost 1000 attendees at this year’s Gala
were paying tribute to a man who, in his 30
years as artistic director of what became the
Royal MTC during his tenure, not only suc-
ceeded in attaining new heights of artistic
excellence, he set the theatre on a sound finan-
cial footing by helping to create an endowment
of over $18 million, which will ensure the the-
atre’s financial well-being for years to come.

Following a reception held on the very
crowded mezzanine floor of the Centennial
Concert Hall, audience members took their
seats for what turned out to be a very quickly-
paced evening of speeches and entertainment,
capped by the surprisingly clever humour of a
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Zach Greenberg - Blue Bomber! (at least for a while) - “Still Surreal”
Way back,

w h e n
Zach Green-
berg was
about to be a
13-year-o ld
football star
with the

Crescentwood Grizzlies (now the
Corydon Comets), his father, Al and his
mom, Tara, decided to give him a big
surprise at his Bar Mitzvah.

“It was really kind of cool,” Zach said.
“I loved football and my dad played and
so they asked (Winnipeg Blue Bombers
All-Pro defensive lineman) Doug
Brown to surprise me at my Bar
Mitzvah. He came and signed autographs and took pictures. I was cool.”

For a short while at least (until he was cut from the team on June 8), 22-
year-old long-snapper Zach Greenberg got to do something he always
dreamed of doing. For three weeks he would get up every morning and
drive to IG Field, park his car in the players lot, head to the Blue Bombers
locker room and put on No. 97...Doug Brown’s old number.

“It was  all surreal to me,” said Greenberg (when I talked to him while he
was still on the team). He still seemed a little bewildered by his good for-
tune. “It only began to sink in after I had been in camp for a few days. I was
hoping to get a chance to play pro football this year, but when I didn’t get
a call before training camp, I came home from school and got a job work-
ing in political operations for the PC Party of Manitoba. I was going to get
into the gym and work hard all winter and hopefully get a shot next year.

“Then, at 7 o’clock on the Friday morning before the first pre-season
game, I got a call from (Bombers GM) Kyle Walters. He said to go to the
stadium at 11:30 for a tryout. So, I went to the stadium and the tryout went
pretty well and he said they would sign me the next day. They did and there
I was. I wasn’t expecting anything this year, but there was no other call I’d
rather get up to.”

Everything about Greenberg’s pro contract and mere presence in training
camp might thave seemed strange to a lot of people. After all, Greenberg
has always been a smallish lineman with much more brain than brawn.

His dad, Al, played at Jamestown College and the University of Manitoba
and was the 1993 Manitoba Jewish Athlete of the Year, but he injured his

knee and back in those days,
that was the end of the dream. 

Still, young Zach picked up
his father’s love for football
right away and started out
playing Terminator (often
called “the bobble heads” –
little kids in big helmets
bouncing around the field) at
Crescentwood Community
Club. He played all his minor
football with the Grizzlies and
moved up to the Grant Park
High School Pirates in Grade
9. At Grant Park, he was one
of head coach Doug Kovacs’
favourites.

“He was the best, a team
captain and a huge force at
defensive end,” said Kovacs.
“He was also a great long
snapper and he really worked

on his craft.”
Greenberg played D-line and tight end at Grant Park, but when he grad-

uated, he was barely 5-foot-11 and 195 pounds so, as good as he was, there
were no big schools lining up to acquire his services. So, Zach chose to
play at Division II University of Minnesota-Crookston. 

“When I got there, the position of long snapper had only recently become
specialized,” said Greenberg, who is still a little undersized at 5-foot-11,
215 pounds. “When I got to Crookston, I knew I wasn’t going to become a
pro football player as a linebacker or defensive end, but I thought I could
become pretty good as a long snapper.”

While at Crookston, getting his degree in Sport and Recreation
Management, he was a8 star both on and off the field.

A long snapper and even at times, a short snapper, for the Golden Eagles
for four seasons, he did all the snapping for punts, field goals, and extra
points. But he really shone in the classroom. He was a Northern Sun
Intercollegiate Conference All-Academic player for three seasons, and then
was named to the NSIC All-Academic Team of Excellence as a senior. 

He also represented the school at the Harvard Global Case Competition,
created his own stu-

TERRI CHERNIACK & STEVEN SCHIPPER

Zach Greenberg in uniform at the first
Blue Bomber exhibition game (Photo courtesy

David Lipnowski/Winnipeg Blue Bombers)

Continued on page 14. See “Negev Gala”.

Continued on page 8. See “Zach Greenberg”.

By

SCOTT TAYLOR

Zach in his University of
Minnesota-Crookston
uniform (photo courtesy the
University of Minnesota-
Crookston)
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As you read this, Zoltán Jakal is guiding planes at the airport in 

Churchill, Manitoba. He recently moved north after three years 

in Winnipeg—a time during which he performed about 

50 taharas at Chesed Shel Emes.

Tahara is the ritual cleaning and dressing of a Jewish body in 

preparation for burial.

“Winnipeg’s Jewish community gave me the chance to restart my life 

in Canada and I wanted to find a way to give back,” says Jakal, who 

reached out to Chesed Shel Emes shortly after arriving in 2016. 

“Doing tahara makes me happy. It’s an expression of love.”

Jakal, who is also a trained cantor, didn’t even discover he was Jewish 

until he was 16. He grew up in communist Hungary with a Jewish 

mother and a Catholic father. No one ever spoke of religion.

At 16, Jakal went to Israel with his school choir. Before he left, his 

mother handed him her father’s kippah and told him to wear it if 

he goes to holy places. His Jewish connection came alive as he 

visited the Diaspora Museum, the Kotel, Masada, and other 

places. “I suddenly realized what nation I belonged to,” he says.

What followed was a series of jobs, some career indecision, 

choral singing, and a return to Israel to perform opera. He met  

Miriam, a woman who made aliyah from Russia in 1992. 

He returned to Hungary, but the two stayed in touch and real-

ized they were meant to be together. Jakal had his bris in 

Hungary (at the age of 27), learned more about Judaism, 

and made aliyah. He and Miriam lived in Israel for two years 

before returning to Hungary. Jakal joined a cantorial choir 

and fell in love with Jewish liturgy.

After Hungary, Miriam, Zoltán, and 

their two young girls came to 

Winnipeg where Miriam had 

a childhood friend.

Jakal worked at Chabad, WestJet, 

and Manitoba Justice before being 

accepted into the air traffic control 

program. His first posting in Chur-

chill will last a minimum of two 

years. He says he will remember his 

work at Chesed Shel Emes fondly.

“I like that the people served by taha-

ra can’t ever thank me,” says Jakal.

While the deceased cannot thank 

Zoltán Jakal, the community can. 

Thank you, Zoltán, and good luck!

Zoltán Jakal gave back through tahara

By Tune and By Touch

First Impressions
Erica Dean and partner David Thompson recently 

toured Chesed Shel Emes as part of an introductory 

course about Judaism from Congregation Shaarey 

Zedek. For Dean, an articling lawyer, this was her 

first exposure to Jewish burial traditions.

“David had been there as a volunteer pallbearer when 

he was at Gray Academy, but I was unsure about 

what to expect. Although we are young and have so 

much more to experience in our lives, this tour was 

important. It was a very welcoming place. We left 

reassured, knowing what to expect upon passing. It 

is comforting to know that everybody is treated the 

same—with respect and dignity. Every Jewish person 

is buried alike: wearing a white, hand-made shroud in 

a simple wood coffin, regardless of how one lived.”

“This campaign is a unique opportunity to 
participate in an ultimate act of kindness 
that will serve our community for decades to 
come. Chesed Shel Emes has been managed 
in a fiscally responsible manner and has been 
supported by many volunteers for a very long 
time. It is now up to all of us to secure its 
future. We are proud to support the campaign 
and hope everyone will contribute generously!”

—Michel Aziza, Donor

Call Chesed Shel Emes today at 204-582-5088  
or make your campaign gift online at ourtradition.ca

Please help us replace and equip the aging south building of Winnipeg’s  
Jewish funeral home. You can build on our tradition of lovingkindness.

Zoltán Jakal, cantor, air traffic controller, 
Chesed Shel Emes volunteer: “Doing tahara 
makes me happy. It’s an expression of love.”

David Thompson (right) and Erica Dean: 
“It is comforting to know that everybody 
is treated the same…”

Danita and Michel Aziza
Photo: Canadian Jewish News



Ezer Mizion gala raises awareness of vital role Israeli 
bone marrow registry plays in saving thousands of lives

By BERNIE BELLAN

W
ith so many worth-
while causes all
competing for

donations from among
Winnipeg Jews, it’s not easy
to decide which particular
causes deserve priority.

Thus, when former
Winnipegger Solly Dreman,
Professor Emeritus at Ben
Gurion University of the
Negev, decided last year that
he was going to personally
champion an organization
known as Ezer Mizion – and
target Winnipeg Jews in so
doing, he was setting for
himself a rather ambitious
goal.

And, when Solly chose
May 29 as the date when he
wanted to hold a gala event
at the Fort Garry Hotel, so
soon after many individuals
had just attended the Negev
Gala two days prior, he was
told that he was going to be
sorely disappointed at the
result.

As it turns out, however,
from a modest ambition to
invite only 80 individuals to
attend his event, Dreman
was pleasantly surprised to
learn that, by the time the event began, 162 individuals were in attendance.

Naturally, coming on the heels of what is traditionally the largest annual
gala fundraiser in Winnipeg’s Jewish community, Dreman took great pains
to make sure that no one who was going to be attending his gala would be
asked to make a donation to Ezer Mizion in advance of what was to take
place May 29.

Instead, those in attendance were treated to a well-run event replete with
delicious food provided by Alla Golinkin and Dov Korkh, both of whom
work for the Jewish Learning Centre. During the course of the evening (up
until a break for dinner) audience members heard very moving remarks
from certain individuals, including Ofra Konikoff, the Chief Bone Marrow
Coordinator for Ezer Mizion; Dr. Brent Schacter of Cancercare Manitoba;
Libby Goszer, a former Winnipegger whose life was saved as the result of
a bone marrow donation made by an Israeli soldier whose name was on
Ezer Mizion’s bone marrow registry; and Solly and Orly
Dreman, who were the hosts for the evening. 

MC for the evening was Rabbi Matthew Leibl, who always
manages to find the right touch between solemnity and light-
heartedness, and who was able to inject his own personal
observations on what was being said – and how important it
is for “Jews to help other Jews”, as he put it.

Finally, after dinner had been served, special guest speaker
Shabtai Shavit, a former head of Israel’s Mossad, took to the
podium, and delivered a fairly rambling speech which was
somewhat difficult to understand. I realized early on in
Shavit’s speech, however, that it was going to be almost
impossible to decipher much of what he was saying, so I
turned on the voice recorder on my iPhone and simply
recorded his remarks. (Read the story on page 17 to learn
more about  what Shavit had to say. I must say though, that
had certain right wing members of our Jewish community
been in attendance, they would no doubt have disapproved of
Shavit’s remarks. Referring to Israel’s “occupation” of the
West Bank – how dare he? Surely had event organizers
known that Shavit was going to be so critical of Israeli gov-
ernment policy, those right wing individuals would have
demanded that he be “disinvited”, n’est ce pas?)

We have had several articles in the past few months
describing what it is that Ezer Mizion does. Simply put, it is
an enormous Jewish bone marrow registry, with almost one
million names in the Ezer Mizion database.

Ofra Konikoff explained the origin of Ezer Mizion. With
the advent of donating stem cells in the late 1960s as a new
and invaluable technique in fighting certain forms of cancer,
particularly leukemia, the best source of stem cells is within

someone’s bone marrow.
The largest database of

potential stem cell donors
exists in the Netherlands,
Konikoff noted, with over 33
million names in that data-
base.

However, as a result of cen-
turies of Jews marrying with-
in a relatively small gene
pool, the genetic characteris-
tics of most Jews more close-
ly resemble other Jews’ than
non-Jews. Thus, when a
Jewish patient requires a stem
cell transplant, while the first
target sources would be close
relatives, if a match can’t be
found from relatives, it has

been found that there
is a much higher prob-
ability of finding a
successful match from
another Jew – and that
could be a Jew any-
where in the world.

Until 1998, Konikoff
explained, “Jews died
for lack of a match.”
Then, in that year, the
parents of an Israeli
child who was dying
from leukemia, put out
the word that they

were looking for a match for their child. Within a short time, 5,000 samples
were taken from willing donors. Unfortunately, none were compatible and
the child died, but the effort to develop a registry of potential donors took
hold and regular donor drives began to be held, not only in Israel, but in
other Jewish communities as well.

The key turning point though, came about in 2005, when the Israel
Defence Forces agreed to provide DNA samples from among new recruits.
As a result, approximately 60,000 names are added to the bone marrow
registry maintained by Ezer Mizion each year.

As Konikoff described it, “we get DNA from all sorts of different groups.
When Russian Jews started to arrive in large numbers to Israel, we were
able to add a lot more to the genetic pool.”

Now, with almost one million names in its registry, Ezer Mizion has been
able to bring together
over 3,200 donors with
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Community news

MC Rabbi MATTHEW LEIBL

LIBBY GOSZER
received a stem cell transplant from
Israeli soldier on Ezer Mizion registry.

Dr. BRENT SCHACTER
spoke of the vital need for stem cell
donors in fighting certain types of cancer.

Gala hosts ORLY & SOLLY DREMAN

Continued on page 24. See “Ezer Mizion”.



Short takes

There has been no shortage of interesting
events to attend the past couple of weeks
within the Jewish community. Within the

space of three days we had gala events for two
Israeli-based organizations: The Jewish National
Fund Negev Gala on May 27, then, on May 29 a
gala event for Ezer Mizion - the “new kid on the
block”, as it was described by event organizer
Solly Dreman.

As well, we went to the gay pride parade on
Sunday, June 2, which included a Jewish float, then on Thursday, June 6,
we attended what has also become an annual event  - a picnic for Yazidis
with participation from volunteers from Operation Ezra.

I also attended the talk given by my good friend and frequent contributor
to this paper, Martin Zeilig, to the Remis lecture group about his fascinat-
ing trip to Tanzania last June. (You can read Martin’s account of his trip in
our Lifestyles supplement, which is included with this issue.)

I was amazed how, during his talk, Martin was able to identify every
mammal, bird, reptile, or insect he encountered while he was in Tanzania,
and give an erudite commentary about that particular creature. I still can’t
get over his description of an encounter with a charging elephant. (Martin
survived, in case you’re wondering.)  

When I think back of the various events I attended the past two weeks
though, it occurs to me that they can be divided into two categories: one
where you’re forced to sit through a fairly lengthy event and the other
where you can come and go as you please. Given my short attention span,
I much prefer the latter – although if I had to put the Remis lecture series
into one or the other category, I would say it falls somewhere in between.
You are certainly able to leave any time you might like, but for several of
the attendees, rather than leaving after lunch, they simply nod off. That is
something I tend to do at certain cultural events as well, and it would cer-
tainly help to be able to do that in order to  get through those five-hour gala
events of which our community is so fond of holding -so long as no one is
watching. 

I wonder though, after having attended the Ezer Mizion event how that
particular event was able to meet with the approval of our Jewish
Federation. I believer there still exists something called the Multiple
Appeals Commission, which ostensibly must approve any fundraising
event within our community. Apparently Solly Dreman was able to gain
approval for his particular event by promising there would be no direct
solicitation of attendees. No one had to purchase a ticket which, in itself,
made the entire affair somewhat unusual, given how lavish an event it was.
(Formal dress required. As someone who hates putting on a suit and tie,
that was highly objectionable.)

Instead, during the course of the dinner, Solly drew everyone’s attention
to envelopes sitting on
the tables. Inside were
cards with various
amounts suggested for
contributions to Ezer
Mizion. While no one
was forced to con-
tribute anything, I had
the rather neat idea that
someone could take
Solly’s idea a step fur-
ther and mount an
event where no one
would have to purchase
a ticket, but the exit
doors would be locked
until everyone had at
least given something
for that specific event.

Seriously – there are
many worthy causes,
all deserving of sup-
port. I’m sure everyone
reading this will have
been solicited countless
times during the course
of the past year to con-
tribute to any number
of very worthwhile
causes. I know that
some individuals are
very disciplined about

how they make charitable contributions, while others give something any
time they are approached.

Still, I wonder how those who were in attendance at the Ezer Mizion gala
felt about being asked to make a fairly substantial contribution so soon
after the Negev Gala, which is traditionally the biggest annual fundraiser
within our community. No offense to Solly Dreman, but it occurred to me
that he had found a loophole in the Jewish Federation’s normative rules
governing fundraising by not charging for tickets for his event. To my mind
it was still a fundraiser and, no matter how worthy the cause, it was one
fundraising event too many.

Turning to a different subject altogether – Friday afternoon I received a
phone call from my nephew, Jeremy Cooperstock, who was at Ben Gurion
Airport. To my shock, Jeremy told me he was about to be deported from
Israel – having just returned there after having attended a conference in
Germany. (Jeremy is a professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering at
McGill. He had been spending the past year in Israel with his family,
including his wife and two children, also his mother, who is my sister,
while on sabbatical from McGill.)

I had been aware that Jeremy had been unable to renew his tourist visa
for Israel ever since he began trying to do that, almost from the moment he
and the family arrived in Israel in late August. The bureaucratic nightmare
which he encountered, however, provides a salutary lesson in just how
Kafkaesque attempting to navigate Israeli bureaucracy can be. For any of
us who has had to deal with that bureaucracy (and I have, many times over,
both when I was living in Israel as a student, later when I helped my step-
son to move there for four years), being passed from office to office – told
you have to go  here, no there, and in the end simply giving up and taking
a chance that you won’t get caught for breaking a certain rule, is the only
way to deal with that bureaucracy.

I am well aware that Israelis themselves simply accept the obstacles they
encounter in dealing with the bureaucracy in that country as a normal part
of life, but for those of us who come from a country such as Canada where,
despite the complaints we often hear about bureaucratic delays in getting
things done, for the most part things move along much more smoothly than
they do in Israel. 

As of the time of writing this, Jeremy is now back in Germany. (The
authorities at Ben Gurion Airport told him he would be deported back to
the last country from which he had come.) Because he was being deported
on Erev Shabbat and Shavuot was going to be on the Sunday and Monday
following Shabbat, there was no one in any Israeli government office who
could be contacted for help.

I can understand Israel’s having tightened up its rules regarding visitors’
visas, but it’s one thing to institute more rigorous rules pertaining to how
long one is permitted to stay in Israel, it’s another thing to make it almost
impossible to extend that stay  - no matter how much you may attempt to
comply with the requirements for extending a visa.

We often read that Israel is a country of so many divisions that it’s a won-
der it has done as well as it has. For a country that prides itself on being the
“start-up nation”, in which daring entrepreneurs manage to overcome the
many obstacles that would stymie the dreams of individuals in almost any
other country by using ingenuity to solve seemingly intractable problems,
Israel’s legendary byzantine bureaucracy still remains a huge handicap that
never seems to improve.

At the same time Israel’s military is renowned for rewarding individuals
who ignore normal rules to get things done – often after having waged war
with bureaucrats who stood in those individuals’ ways.

To his credit, when he was Finance Minister years ago, Binyamin
Netanyahu was able to institute many needed reforms in Israeli institutions
that were hindering economic development. Yet, so much of Israel’s
bureaucracy remains as intractable as it always has been, witness Jeremy’s
inability to get anyone in the numerous offices with which he had been in
contact to help him solve the dilemma in which he found himself.

As of the time of writing Jeremy told me that he was going to be con-
tacting both the Jerusalem Post and the Times of Israel with his story.
Apparently he heard back quickly from both publications, saying they
would like to reprint the story that you can read about his problems in this
edition on page 7.

In some ways what Jeremy has gone through reminds me of the Tom
Hanks film, “The Terminal”, in which Hanks plays a foreign visitor to the
U.S. who finds himself stuck in bureaucratic limbo – unable to leave J.F.K.
Airport at which he has landed to enter the U.S., because the American
government no longer recognizes his country as a sovereign nation, but
also unable to return home to his country because of a military coup that
has taken place there. 

When you watch Hanks try to wade through the bureaucratic swamp in
which he finds himself entangled, you can certainly identify with what my
nephew has gone through. In the end though, “The Terminal” has a happy
ending. Unfortunately, for Jeremy Cooperstock, there was no happy end-
ing, as he found himself unable to extricate himself from the quagmire of
Israeli bureaucracy. 
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Arabs and Jews work, live peacefully side by side in Israel
By MYRON LOVE

Anyone who accuses Israel of being an “apartheid” state is either lying
outright or has no idea what an apartheid state looks like.

Writing in the May 27th edition of online publication “Front Page
Magazine”, Joseph Puder describes a recent visit to Israel and interactions
with Arab Israelis. This writer has witnessed the same dynamic on several
visits to Israel over many years.

Whether at the Jaffa Port or at the Dead Sea Resorts, while traveling
throughout the country, Puder noted that he witnessed Arab families freely
mixing with Israeli families and looking indistinguishable were it not for
their speaking Arabic. “At the Jaffa Port on a Friday night (the Muslim
Shabbat), restaurants were packed with Arab diners along with Israelis,” he
writes.

“At the long boardwalk, Arab women paraded their finest dresses, and
fashionable jeans worn by younger Arab women. The ice cream parlor
owned by Arabs was a mecca for Jewish Israeli customers as was the famed
Abulafia restaurant. In the very Jewish northern Tel Aviv boardwalk, Arab-
Israeli women with strollers sat at the outdoor tables of the expensive
restaurants, exhibiting their middle-class status, and their independence.” 

“Along the resort town of Eilat’s long and attractive boardwalk,” he con-
tinued, “sandwiched between luxury hotels and the Red Sea, Arab families
vacationing in town, walked along with Israelis during Israel’s
Independence Day celebration. Not even a single incident or a frown, nasty
look, or an insult was levelled at the Arab vacationers. Some (women) who
stood out by their head cover, proudly identifying themselves as Muslim,
were treated with respect, and it was clear that the Arab families enjoyed
their time as much as the Israelis.”

On the JNF tour that I was on two years ago, we similarly saw an identi-
fiably Arab family at the grotto at Rash Hanikrah enjoying an outing and
an Arab-Israeli school group taking a walk through the Dan Nature Reserve
in northern Israel. It was all perfectly normal – no police or military around
to monitor them. No checkpoints.

Puder writes that what struck him most is the fact that many Arabs man-
aged the catering at the hotels both in the Dead Sea and Eilat, as they were
supervising Jewish-Israeli employees. “I never heard a complaint from
Israelis about that,” he reported. “It is now so common that nobody cares
about the religious or ethnic identity of a person. Israeli Jews and Arabs
young, urban, and educated, share the same westernized culture. They
attend the same clubs and show up at the same concerts. Israeli universities
give preference to Arab students in their admission policies. Like the U.S.,
Israel’s Affirmative Action is designed to benefit the Arab minority. Arab
professors teach in virtually all major Israeli universities.

“Should you wander into a pharmacy, almost anywhere in Israel, you are
likely to be serviced by an Arab pharmacist, in hospitals Arab physicians

abound. This reporter encountered Arab-Israelis as well as Palestinian-
Arabs as workers, managers, and employers throughout Israel, and no one
I spoke to complained about discrimination.”

One high-profile Israeli Arab that Puder highlighted is Lucy Ayoub, a vet-
eran of the IDF, a Tel Aviv University graduate and host of weekly cultur-
al programs on Israeli radio and television.

Sure, there are Israeli-Arabs, Puder notes, who resent that Judaism is pre-
dominant in Israel and hope one day that it will have a Muslim majority
(which is highly unlikely given demographic trends) but poll after poll over
many years shows that vast majority of Israeli Arabs much prefer living as
a minority in Israel – and the peace and freedom they enjoy – than under
the dictatorships that are the Palestinian Authority in Judea and Samaria
and Hamas in Gaza.

In fact, despite the impression you may get from television and newspa-
pers, Israel is a country that is generally a peaceful and prosperous country.
Yes, the country has to remain ever vigilant against attack from hostile
neighbours to the south, north and east. (How many countries around the
world don’t have to be on guard against terrorist acts by Islamic extrem-
ists?) Still just three Israelis died as a result of terrorist attacks in Judea and
Samaria in the first five months of this year – and four more (including an
Israeli Bedouin) as a result of the missile attacks from Gaza during the
recent (thankfully) short-lived conflict between Israel and terrorists in
Gaza. 

That compares with 20 murders already in Winnipeg since the beginning
of January. 

Would you consider Winnipeg a dangerous place to live or visit?

Wednesday, June 12, 2019, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   5

Comment

LETTERS

Where does the name “D-Day come from?”
Dear Bernie,

At the outset I am very pleased with the paper and i wish you con-
tinued success.

In your Short Takes article today, you mention that the D in D-Day
refers to Day. I believe the phrase was created by Gen. Eisenhower and
refers to departure day. If I am wrong, I stand corrected.
Your faithful reader
Vev Ganetsky

Ed. response: While I would have thought that “D-Day” must have
stood for something special, apparently that was not the case. The sig-
nificance of the name is really quite mundane: “The D simply stands for
‘day.’ The designation was traditionally used for the date of any impor-
tant military operation or invasion, according to the National World War
II Museum. Thus, the day before June 6, 1944, was known as D-1 and
the days after were D+1, D+2, D+ and so on.”

A response to Harold Shuster’s letter
This responds to Harold Shuster’s letter to the editor titled No One

Organization Speaks for All Members of the “community” - May 29,
2019 JP&N edition.

Shuster contends because of divisions in our Jewish community, there
is no Jewish community as such, thus the Winnipeg Jewish Federation,
B’Nai Brith and Centre for Jewish Israel Affairs have no Jewish com-
munity to speak for. 

To be sure, Jewish and pro-Israel views and practices vary within our
Jewish community. There is however, more than enough commonality
regarding those matters to bind the vast majority of Jews together into
what we call our Jewish community. 

Our leadership therefore has a mandate to speak for our community,
which is astute enough to agree or disagree in part or in whole with what
leadership says and does. Leadership thus at times draws fair criticism
for its positions taken, not taken or inadequately taken regarding some
issue of concern to our community. That is as it should be.

The division Shuster is primarily alluding to is one of his own mak-
ing. He is the Winnipeg spokesperson for the marginal political activist
Independent Jewish Voices (IJV) organization whose activism supports
the global pro-Palestinian-anti-Israel Boycott, Divestment & Sanctions
Movement (BDS), which has been accused of being fundamentally anti-
semitic.

Our leadership, like the vast majority of our community are united in
opposing BDS and IJV for its support of BDS. 

Shuster having so set himself apart from our community thus has no
reason to complain that our leadership does not speak for him. 
Bill Narvey

California man made ‘kill lists’ of Jews
and wanted to attack a synagogue

By JOSEFIN DOLSTEN
(JTA) - A California man who

wrote “kill lists” of prominent Jews
pleaded guilty to threatening three
houses of worship in Orange
County.

Nicholas Wesley Rose, 28, of
Irvine, was sentenced Friday for car-
rying a loaded firearm not registered
to him and on three civil rights
counts in relation to making the
threats. Other felony charges were
dropped.

His parents contacted the police
last year after he said he wanted to
“get a gun and kill some Jews,” The
OC Register reported. Rose had
composed lists of Jews he wanted to
kill and threatened and visited a syn-
agogue in Irvine that he wanted to attack. He also threatened and visited
two churches, in Irvine and Lake Forest, that had expressed sympathy for
the Jewish community.

He was sentenced to 825 days in jail, one year in residential mental
health treatment and five years probation.

Rose’s lawyer, Brian Gurwitz, said his client was suffering from men-
tal illness.

Orange County District Attorney Todd Spitzer decried Rose’s ideology
in a statement.

“There is no place for hate,” Spitzer said. “He is a danger to society and
every resident of Orange County should be aware of the threat he poses.”

Nicholas Wesley Rose pled
guilty on May 31, 2019, to
threatening three houses of
worship in Orange County.
(Orange County Police Department)



Is this the end of the Netanyahu era?
By AARON DAVID MILLER

WASHINGTON (JTA) – After 50-plus years
of advising on Arab-Israeli negotiations and ana-
lyzing Israeli politics, I thought I had seen every-
thing. But the Wednesday, May 29 dissolution of
the Knesset by Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, who was elected a mere seven weeks
prior to lead the parliament, represents a stunning
new low in political dysfunction and electoral
chaos, even by Israeli standards. 

Whether these developments lead us back
roughly to where we were on April 9 or advance us
to a genuinely new place in Israeli politics is
impossible to say. But in an effort to get above the
Byzantine details and arcana of Israeli coalition
politics, here are some key questions worth asking.

How did we get here?
In an Israeli political system rife with intrigue, vendettas, ambition and

dark conspiracy, the answer to this question is not entirely clear.
I agree with the Israeli pundits who argue that only Netanyahu and

Avigdor Liberman know for sure.
Yes, the draft conscription bill, which would require haredi Orthodox

men to participate in Israel’s mandatory military draft and which angers
Netanyahu’s haredi Orthodox coalition partners, created an impasse. And
yes Liberman, who heads the Yisrael Beiteinu party, was generally dissat-
isfied with Netanyahu’s approach to security, advocating for a tougher
approach to Gaza.

But divides over these issues aren’t new. And what happened May 29
was.

Netanyahu is only the third Israeli prime minister who, tasked by the
nation’s president to form a government, was unable to do so. The 21st
Knesset, whose members will serve just 161 days before the Sept. 17 elec-
tions, will be the shortest parliament term in Israeli history.

Explaining this unique set of developments lies not in traditional policy
divides but in a perfect storm of factors unique to the current situation:

To have any chance of protecting himself and secure his political future,
Netanyahu needed to form not just any government, but a certain kind of
government: a coalition filled with politicians who would help him avoid
indictment while in office with three corruption scandals hanging over his
head.

That ruled out partnering with Benny Gantz and Yair Lapid’s Blue and
White party, which campaigned on a promise to remove that very corrup-
tion.

So we’re left with a wild situation in which Liberman, with five key man-
dates, a longstanding vendetta against Netanyahu and his eyes on the prize
of prime minister post-Netanyahu, is seeking to become a kingmaker, to the
amazement of anyone watching this drama play out.

Netanyahu will indeed surpass David Ben-Gurion in July as the longest-
governing prime minister in Israel’s history. But his fall has been breathtak-
ing, and his future is stunningly uncertain. He now joins the undistinguished
club of Shimon Peres and Tzipi Livni as previous prime ministers who
failed to form a government. Indeed, Netanyahu is now in his own club of
one: a prime minister who almost singlehandedly dissolved the Knesset.

This was Shakespeare or the Marx Brothers at their very best. The take-
away here is clear: If you thought the aftermath of the April 9 elections
looked like “Game of Thrones,” just wait until the afterglow of Sept. 17.

Netanyahu has been weakened … but can he hang on?
I’ve asked this question several times over the past year and a half, in the

wake of Netanyahu’s indictment and, briefly, on election night in April.
Most of Israel’s chattering classes seem to think the answer is absolutely

yes. Haaretz correspondent Chemi Shalev even penned a piece suggesting
that it’s even possible now to fantasize – however briefly – what Israel
would look like post Netanyahu.

There’s no doubt that Netanyahu has been severely weakened. Even if he
manages to win in September, the argument goes, he’ll be undermined by
indictments from which he won’t be immunized. 

Whether this is wishful thinking on the part of Netanyahu’s enemies or
solid analysis is impossible to say for now. But as history has taught us, it
would be unwise to underestimate Netanyahu, who still retains significant
political assets.

Despite not being able to form a coalition on the first try, Netanyahu like-
ly still has the best chance of forming a government next time around,
assuming the election results mirror those of April.

And Netanyahu continues to have considerable support from a public –
including the youngest voters – that admires what he’s done for Israel and
cannot imagine what Israel would be like without him. The central question
is whether sufficient numbers of swing voters are tired of Netanyahu’s long
tenure and disillusioned, if not angry, over his self-absorbed politics and
machinations.

What about the Kushner plan?
The first time I met Jared Kushner, I quipped that I wish my father-in-law

had as much confidence in me as his has in him because President Donald

Trump has given his son-in-law and senior
adviser mission impossible.

New Israeli elections have introduced even
more uncertainty into an already fraught U.S.
initiative.

There is no “Deal of the Century” now that
will produce a conflict-ending solution to the
Israeli-Palestinian struggle. But that doesn’t
mean the Kushner team won’t try.

An investor workshop planned for Bahrain
designed to entice Palestinians, and lay out
(what I’m told are) highly detailed infrastruc-
ture plans for the region, will be touted as proof
of life for the Kushner plan. The hype and
hoopla of Israelis and Arabs meeting – maybe
even with a few Palestinians in tow – will be

touted to give Netanyahu a pre-election lift. 
But it’s hard to see any advantage of releasing the political part of the

Kushner plan before Israeli elections, particularly if it contains elements
that would be tough for Netanyahu to accept. And why waste your one shot
at a deal (whose odds are pretty bad to begin with) on a government that
might change – either with or without Netanyahu?

One thing is certain: If you thought Trump was campaigning hard for
Netanyahu in the run-up to the April elections, you haven’t seen anything
yet.

It’s hot in Israel in August. But I can see a Trump “let’s re-elect Bibi” visit
to Israel in Netanyahu’s future.

Predictions, anyone?
Not from me – there simply are too many variables right now.
Who will the Israeli voters punish for going to elections so soon and

wasting at least $190 million in taxpayer dollars? Will Gantz and Lapid run
a better campaign this time? Will the Netanyahu-Liberman feud push the
latter out of a possible Netanyahu government? Will some security chal-
lenge in Gaza, Syria or between the U.S. and Iran play to Netanyahu’s
advantage?

In Middle East time, 110 days is an eternity.
So buckle up: I guarantee you it’s going to be one hot combustible sum-

mer. 
The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author

and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.
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Trump says Israeli politics are ‘messed up’
and he is ‘not happy about that’

By MARCY OSTER
JERUSALEM (JTA) – President

Donald Trump said that Israeli poli-
tics are “messed up” and that the
country should “get their act togeth-
er.”

He also said that his administration
is “not happy” about the turn of
events.

Trump made the comments June 2
on the White House lawn before leav-
ing for a visit to the United Kingdom.

“Israel is all messed up with their
election. I mean, that came out of the
blue three days ago. So that’s all
messed up. They ought to get their act
together,” he said.

“Bibi got elected. Now, all of a sud-
den, they’re going to have to go
through the process again until
September? That’s ridiculous. So we’re not happy about that,” he said,
using Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s nickname.

Trump added that the new elections could harm the chances of success
for his administration’s Israeli-Palestinian peace plan, which will be
rolled out in increments, starting with an economic “workshop” to
encourage capital investment in the West Bank, Gaza and countries in the
region. Finance ministers and global and regional business leaders will
gather June 25-26 in Manama, Bahrain.

Trump told reporters of the peace plan, however, “I think we have a
good chance, but we’ll see what happens.”

Hours after the fall of Israel’s government very early Thursday morn-
ing, Trump called Netanyahu “a great guy” and said of the new elections
scheduled for Sept. 17, “That is too bad. Because they don’t need this. I
mean they’ve got enough turmoil over there, it’s a tough place.”

U.S. President Donald
Trump speaks to members
of the media prior to his
departure from the White
House in Washington, DC
on April 10, 2019. 
(Alex Wong/Getty Images)

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
is seen at the Knesset in Jerusalem following
a vote on a bill to dissolve the parliament,
May 30, 2019. (Yonatan Sindel/Flash90)



How did a nice Zionist academic (my nephew) have trouble with 
his Israel visa—and end up getting deported from Israel?

By BERNIE BELLAN

My nephew, Jeremy Cooperstock, is a
professor in the Department of
Electrical & Computer Engineering at

McGill University in Montreal, spending his
academic sabbatical year in Jerusalem.

He arrived in Israel last August with his wife,
Vinita, and their two boys, Teva and Shalev. His
mother (my sister), Ruth Cooperstock, joined
them in September.  Jeremy had been to Israel
many times before, having lived there with his
parents when his own father (the late Fred
Cooperstock) spent a sabbatical year there him-
self when Fred was a professor. Jeremy and his
wife, Vinita, were also married in Israel.  He has
been a committed Zionist all his life, but his
most recent experience with Israeli bureaucra-
cy—which ended with him being deported from
the country, has left a very bitter taste in his
mouth.

According to Jeremy, he was advised by the
Visiting Scientists Coordinator of the Office of
the Executive Vice President For Academic
Affairs at the Technion, the institution with
whom he is affiliated during his sabbatical, to
come to Israel with his family on B2 tourist
visas, which are valid for only three months.
Shortly after his arrival, as Jeremy wrote me,
“Following the instructions we were given from
the Technion, we made an appointment with the
Ministry of Interior to renew/extend these visas,
so that we could remain in the country for the
rest of the year.”  The Ministry only scheduled
the meeting for December, after the B2 visas had
already expired, but the Technion assured
Jeremy that this wouldn’t be a problem. At the
appointment, Jeremy provided all the requested
documentation, and was told that the Ministry
would contact him after the Jewish Agency ver-
ified that his family is Jewish.

What ensued, however, turned into one of
those classic Israeli bureaucratic nightmares
with which so many of us are familiar.

In April, as Jeremy was preparing to attend a
conference the next month in Scotland, he was
quite concerned that he would not be let back
into Israel upon his return because he was still
awaiting word from the Ministry about the visas.
He made numerous attempts to reach the
Ministry, with most of these simply ignored.  On
one occasion when he received a call back, the
Ministry official told him, “Don’t worry, every-
thing will be fine.”

So Jeremy prepared an article about his deal-
ings with the Israeli bureaucrats, which he asked
me to publish in case he was not allowed back
into Israel. As it turned out, Jeremy did get back
into Israel in May. He told me back then that he
was simply waved through after the passport
control officer made a brief call to his superior,
and issued a new B2 visa, valid through August.
Shortly thereafter, Jeremy received a call from
the Ministry telling him that he could now come
and pay for a visa that would be good until the
end of June.  As Jeremy asked the agent, “Why
would I make a return trip to get a visa that has
a shorter duration than the one I just received at
the airport?” 

But, his luck was about to run out. On Friday,
June 7, Jeremy returned to Israel from a work-
shop in Germany. This time, he was stopped at
Ben Gurion Airport and told he was being
refused entry.  Instead, he was deported back to
Germany.  How poignant!

As a result, I am now publishing the chronolo-
gy that Jeremy prepared back in April, in which
he outlined all the hurdles he had attempted to
overcome, but without success.

As noted previously, Jeremy had made an
appointment with the Ministry of Interior, during
which he submitted the visa extension requests
for himself and his family, along with the docu-
mentation requested.

Following that initial meeting, he encountered
one roadblock after another, including, in
Jeremy’s words:

1. My requests to the Ministry for follow-up
information were largely ignored

2. Ministry representatives (on the few occa-
sions when I was actually able to speak to any-
one there!) failed to pass along requests for
information that were apparently received from
the Jewish Agency

3. almost all emails to the Ministry were
ignored, although most were replied to with a
pointer to a web form that they insist I use for all
communications

4. all submissions to the aforementioned web
form were simply ignored

5. most transmission attempts to the Ministry’s
fax numbers (04-8633348 and 02-26469547)
failed with error codes of “Remote side hang-
up”, Busy”, or “No answer”, and

6. despite my clarification that the visa renew-
al/extension was urgent only for me, given my
upcoming travel, and despite the assurances of
the Ministry’s representative on April 28 that she
would contact me shortly for an appointment to
obtain my new visa, I flew out on an expired
visa.

I have no idea what sort of trouble I’m about
to encounter at the airport. Will they just ask me
some questions, I wondered, prevent me from
leaving, or prevent me from returning?

But, in any case, this experience left us shak-
ing our heads. In April, we had a fascinating
tour of the Gaza periphery with IDF Col. (Res.)
Grisha Yakubovich and heard about the chal-
lenges that Gazans experience obtaining the
necessary permits to enter the country. They
think it’s difficult for them? I’m not sure it’s any
easier being a Jewish Canadian academic!

There you have it—a Kafkaesque situation in
which someone is passed from office to office,
complies with all requests for information, yet
ends up failing to obtain necessary documents.

Shortly before Jeremy was to be put on a plane
back to Germany, I was able to speak with him
and asked him what his next step would be. He
told me that since their house in Montreal is
rented out for the year, he will probably wait in
Europe, before he reunites with his family, after
his boys finish their school year in Jerusalem.
However, they are now worried about the

Ministry of Interior banging down the door and
deporting them too.  As for his mother, Ruth is
scheduled to return to Canada at the end of June.

Finally, I asked Jeremy whether, having gone
through this nightmarish situation, he would
consider returning to Israel. His answer: “Would
you?”
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Talmud Torah - 
Beth Jacob Synagogue’s

18th (Chai) Dinner
The Talmud

Torah - Beth
J a c o b
Synagogue will
hold its 18th
A n n u a l
F u n d r a i s i n g
Dinner on
Sunday, June
23rd at 6:00
p.m. at the
Jewish Learning
Centre, 1845
Mathers Ave.
This year’s guest speaker is Henry
Trachtenberg.

Henry was born in Winnipeg and educated
in Ottawa, Winnipeg and Toronto. He
obtained his Bachelor of Arts and Master of
Arts degrees from the University of
Manitoba and his PH.D. from York
University in Toronto. He is married to
Lynne (formerly Nelko of Portage la Prairie)
and they have three children, two daughters-
in-law and three grandchildren. The  title of
his talk will be: “The Winnipeg General
Strike of 1919: Some Jewish Connections”.
The committee is working diligently to
make the dinner a huge success.

HENRY
TRACHTENBERG
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The life of gay, Jewish bullfighter Sidney Franklin
By JOSEFIN DOLSTEN

NEW YORK (JTA) – In the
bullfighting world of the 1920s and
’30s, Sidney Franklin was defined
not only by his Americanness, ele-
gance or tough-guy personality but
also by his Jewishness. The first
American to reach the status of a
matador in Spain, he was nick-
named “El Torero de la Torah,” or
“the Torah bullfighter.”

But Franklin had a complicated
relationship with his Jewish identi-
ty. Born Sidney Frumkin in an
Orthodox Jewish family in
Brooklyn’s Park Slope neighbor-
hood, the matador-to-be often
clashed with his traditional father.
The fact that he was gay (although
not openly so) made him feel even
more alienated from his religion.

On Monday, the Center for
Jewish History here is hosting a
lecture about Franklin. Set during June, which is Pride month, the talk will
explore both his Jewish and gay identities.

“He was filled with contradictions,” said Rachel Miller, director of
archive and library services at the Manhattan-based center. “It’s fun to look
at him today when we have a very different perspective now than we did
100 years ago on gender and queer identity, Jewish identity also, and the
effects of trauma.”

Miller has been researching Franklin’s life since 2010. She stumbled
upon his story while sorting through materials about him held by the cen-
ter and was intrigued upon learning about his family background. His par-
ents fled anti-Semitism in Russia to settle in New York, where his siblings
remained.

“Then what’s with this one who goes off to Mexico City and Spain and
everywhere else as a bullfighter?” Miller wondered.

From a young age, Franklin clashed with his father, a burly police officer
who would physically discipline his children.

“Sidney rebelled against basically anything that his father in particular
stood for, and they had a very difficult relationship,” Miller said. “By
today’s terms we would call his father abusive.”

At the age of 18, Franklin left Brooklyn for Mexico. It was there that he
discovered his love for bullfighting, learning from the prominent torero
Rodolfo Gaona. He seemed unfazed by the dangers of the bloody sport.

“If you’ve got guts,” Franklin once said, “you can do anything.”
Moving to Spain to pursue his passion, he rose to fame in part because of

his bullfighting skills and the circles he frequented.
In 1929, Franklin met Ernest Hemingway. The celebrated author became

a close friend and wrote about Franklin in his book “Death in the
Afternoon,” which explores the bullfighting tradition.

“Franklin is brave with a cold, serene and intelligent valor but instead of
being awkward and ignorant he is one of the most skillful, graceful and
slow manipulators of a cape fighting today,” Hemingway wrote. “His
repertoire with the cape is enormous but he does not attempt by a varied
repertoire to escape from the performance of the veronica as the base of his
cape work and his veronicas are classical, very emotional, and beautifully
timed and executed. You will find no Spaniard who ever saw him fight who
will deny his artistry and excellence with the cape.”

In 1932, Franklin played himself in the Hollywood film “The Kid From
Spain” alongside Eddie Cantor.

Though the bullfighter was Jewish, he would participate in some Catholic
rituals ahead of his fights, including having nuns pray for him, his niece,
DorisAnn Markowitz told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

“When someone asked him why he allows nuns to pray over him if in fact
he’s Jewish, he said because the bulls are Catholic,” she recalled. “That was
just a joke. He did not take religion per se seriously.”

But as evidenced by his nickname, his Jewish identity still played a big
part in his life, at least in terms of how others viewed him.

Another lesser-known aspect of his identity was his sexuality. Franklin
was gay but never spoke publicly of his sexuality, though Miller said it was
“an open secret” in the bullfighting world.

Markowitz said the family knew about his sexuality but never spoke
about it. When visiting his family, she said, Franklin would bring along a
valet named Julio, who was also his romantic partner.

“Julio – Julie we used to call him – lived with us in our house, in our
basement with my uncle, and it was very easy to see the special relation-
ship that the two of them had together,” Markowitz said.

Still, Franklin made attempts to hide his sexuality, including making up

a relationship with a woman and other
heterosexual escapades in his unreli-
able 1952 autobiography, “Bullfighter
from Brooklyn.”

Miller said that being part of the
macho bullfighting world allowed
Franklin to escape some speculation
about his sexuality. But that world also
allowed him to express it in other
ways.

“[Franklin] blew up this macho
image of himself, which I also felt was
an act of closeting, but at the same time
an act of performance,” Miller said.

Accounts of him being photographed
for the first time wearing a bullfighting
costume – the practical and flamboyant
“suit of lights” that includes skintight
pants and a short, padded jacket with
intricate brocade – show how much he
enjoyed the sport’s glamour.

“He was looking at himself in the
mirror, and hours passed and he could-

n’t get enough of himself and how he looked in this shimmering golden and
silver suit,” Miller said.

As his bullfighting career wound down, Franklin managed a cafe in
Seville. In 1957, he was jailed for illegally keeping a car in the country,
serving nine months of a 25-month sentence. Following his release, he
returned to North America, where he went back and forth between Texas
and Mexico. He died in 1976, spending the last years of his life in a nurs-
ing home.

Looking back at her uncle’s life, Markowitz remembers him as “a larger-
than-life figure.”

“When he came into a room, he lit it up,” she said, “and when he came
into that room he was, no doubt about it, the focus of everyone’s attention.”

dent podcast, was named Sport
and Rec Student of the Year,
served on the Student-Athlete
Advisory Committee with the
Crookston Student Association

and was a board member of the Sport and Rec Management Association.
“We didn’t have the greatest record (the Golden Eagles were 1-6 in his

senior year), but the school was outstanding and it drove me to bigger and
better things,” said Greenberg, who played in a conference with schools
such as Minnesota-Duluth, Moorhead, Bemidji State, Minnesota State
(Mankato) and St. Could State. “It kept me there for four years and I
loved it. If I had a chance to do it over again, I’d choose to go to
Crookston.” 

Now, to be fair, it’s not like Crookston turns out a lot of pro football
players. In fact, if Greenberg had stuck with the Bombers, he’d have
joined former teammate Adam Connette as the only two recent Golden
Eagles’ grads to sign pro contracts. To put that into perspective, Connette
is in his second season competing for the Helsinki Roosters of the
Vaahteraliiga, the American Football League of Finland.

Still, Crookston gave Greenberg a place to play and helped him hone
his skills as a long snapper. It’s what got him a tryout with his hometown
team and eventually got him a chance to wear Doug Brown’s number in
an actual CFL game.

“I used to come back to Winnipeg during the summers and work for the
PC Party,” he said. “So, when I came back this year and didn’t get a call
inviting me to training camp, I accepted a full-time job there. I mean, I
didn’t even get the call until the Bombers were seven days into training
camp, so it’s still hard for me to believe that this had happened.

“And I was still getting a few hours at my political job every day
because you don’t make a lot of money on a CFL rookie contract. I still
would have had to supplement my income. But that’s not a complaint. I
wanted to play pro football and I’ll do whatever it takes.”

He makes it very clear that he owes his success to his family – Al, Tara
and his 19-year-old sister Gabi, a nursing student at the U of M.

“My dad has meant everything to me,” Zach said. “I would not be
where I am today without his coaching and support. And I think my mom
is my biggest fan. She’s been to practice here at training camp every sin-
gle day.

“When I played in high school, I don’t believe anybody thought I’d
have this opportunity one day. Nobody would ever shoot down my dream
to my face, but I know there was a lot of skepticism and a lot of eyebrows
were raised. So, it’s nice to prove people wrong – and to say thank you
to all the people who really did believe in me.” 

Zach Greenberg
Continued from page 1.

Sidney Franklin standing on the set of 'The Kid from Spain' 
(photo credit: Wikimedia Commons)
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This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust
at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column

The film “Who Will Write Our History” shown this
year at the Jewish Film Festival is based on the biog-
raphy of Emanuel Ringelblum written by Sam
Kassow. Ringelblum, who was a Jewish historian and
left wing activist captive in the Warsaw Ghetto,
formed an archive to document German atrocities
against the Jews. The illegal “Oyneg Shabes” archive
hidden in milk carts is an indispensable source for
Jewish life and death in the ghetto. The director
Roberta Grossman who attended the screening and
answered questions did a splendid job telling this
remarkable story of Jewish resistance. 

REMIS FORUM, June & July

Anyone is able to come to the Remis Speakers Forum
luncheons, held weekly between now and the fall at the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, every Thursday beginning
at 11:45 am.  Luncheons run from 11:45 a.m. to 1:30
p.m.

If you would like to attend the Remis Speakers
Forum  series on a regular basis, there is a membership
fee of $40.00 for the season, payable after three atten-
dances or sooner, if preferred.  Cheques should be
made payable to “The Lanny Remis Speakers Forum”.

Each weekly luncheon has a cost $23.00, which is
paid to the Shaarey Zedek.  Both soup and dessert are
included with every luncheon.

Please feel free to bring your spouse/partner and
guests you feel might be interested. Please note:
RESERVATIONS ARE NOT REQUIRED. If you
would like to attend a particular lecture and are not cur-
rently a  regular attendee at  the Remis Speakers
Forum, however, please contact Allan Cantor at either
204-942-1766 or 204-793-8496 (cell), or by email at
allanpc@shaw.ca

Here is the line-up for June & July:
June 13th - “We Can Do Better” Kevin Kline, City

Councillor for Charleswood and recently Chair,
Winnipeg Police Board

June 20th - “Rearing Tomorrow’s Citizens” Amanda
Doerksen, Program Coordinator of Youth Agencies
Alliance

June 27th - “The Jewish Community during
Winnipeg’s 1919 Strike” Roz Usiskin, former
President , Jewish Heritage Centre

July 4th - “The Role of a Medical Examiner in the
International Jurisdiction of War Crimes” Dr. Peter
Markestyn, former Chief Medical Examiner of
Manitoba

July 11th - “Jerusalem in 2030: Will Mayor Teddy
Kolleck’s Legacy Still Be Relevant?” Shai Doron,
CEO Jerusalem Foundation with Nomi Yeshua, Chief
Development Officer

July 18th - “Lives Saved By the Kindertransport” 
Siggy Wasserman, a Winnipeger who was one of the

children.
July 25 - “A Decade (or so) of Bookselling” Dr.

Michael Bumstead of Whodunit Bookstore.

Upcoming shows - 
Jewish Radio Hour

Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 -
2:30 PM on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial
or online at ckjs.com

On June 16, both Osher Kraut on the first segment
and Rochelle Zucker will celebrate Father’s Day.

On June 23, hear Gerry Posner’s interview with Ken
Sigesmund, a former city planner in Portland Oregon.

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast
website:

https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradio-
hour

Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnip

eg/



W
hen The Jewish Post & News last
checked in with Milan Ackerman
ten years ago, he was running a

retail store specializing in purses in
Charleswood. Today, as the manager for
Russ, one of the world’s hottest rap per-
formers, he is on top of the world – and trav-
elling all over the world.

As Ackerman, the son of Ron Ackerman
and Sharon Delbridge, notes, he comes from

a musical family. His zaida, Saul Fink, is our community’s oldest
chazan, Kinzey Posen and Shayla Fink are his uncle and aunt and
first-cousin Ariel Posen is one of our city’s top guitar players. So it
should come as no surprise that after closing the store, Ackerman
turned to music.

“I saw an opportunity,” he says. “Ten years ago, no one was bring-
ing up and coming hip hop artists to Winnipeg. I started booking acts
and became so successful that soon after I was booking acts across
Canada.”

In 2013, he further expanded his horizons by relocating to L.A., where he
founded M-Pack Entertainment Inc, a Booking / Management / Consulting
firm, to meet the growing market  demand. He started working with numer-
ous artists, some established and some in development. “I played every role
there was to play in the business, ” he says. By the time he had found Russ
(end of 2014) he was knowledgeable and had enough resources in place to
help the emerging artist break out.

“I immediately knew that he had infinite potential,” Ackerman says. “I
was blown away by his music sonically, and the confidence he had in
everything he was doing What I also appreciated about him was that he was
able to do it all. Not only did he write the songs himself, he also produced,
mixed, mastered and engineered them himself.” 

On his own, Ackerman reports, Russ had released 11 albums - but still
hadn’t really gotten noticed. Russ decided to change his approach - instead
of releasing new music by putting out albums to releasing singles to gain
attention from the consumers..

That’s where Ackerman entered the picture.
Russ released a song a week for 96 consecutive weeks. As reported in an

interview with Russ in the showbiz newspaper, Variety, in March 2018,
before Russ would agree to signing on with Milan as his manager, he chal-
lenged the young former Winnipegger to connect the up and coming rap-
per with Cara Lewis, ”one of the most powerful booking agents in the
world”. 

Ackerman was successful. Lewis is now Russ’s agent, while Ackerman
is his manager and the rest – as they say, is going to be history. 

Ackerman is now working exclusively with Russ – and loving the ride.

He reports that Russ made the
Forbes “Hip-Hop Cash
Kings” list last year, earning himself $15 million with  demand worldwide.
Ackerman has recently moved to Atlanta, his client’s home base, to be clos-
er to Russ and expand his enterprises. 

The still young Winnipeg entrepreneur adds that M-Pack Entertainment
has recently brought on Milan’s younger brother, Jared Ackerman, as a new
addition to the team. Jared spent the last few years serving in the elite com-
bat paratroopers unit in the Israel Defense Forces. Once he finished his ser-
vice he was on board a flight to join Milan and Russ in their vision for suc-
cess. 

Former all-Jewish band member Jacob Brodovky
embarks on solo career

Two years ago, this writer chronicled the rise of Kakagi, a then-relative-
ly new folk-rock band on the local scene, all of whose members were long-
time BB Camp veterans. The band consisted of brothers Jacob and Max
Brodovsky, Jesse Popeski and Jonathan Corobow. The foursome, with
Popeski and Jacob Brodovsky on guitar, Corobow on bass, and the younger
Brodovsky on drums, formed Kakagi in the fall of 2016, after Jacob
Brodovsky had returned from university in Toronto.

The band broke up late last year - after the release of two EPs and three
tours of western and eastern Canada, leaving singer/songwriter/guitar play-
er Jacob Brodovsky to go it alone. “Breakups are never ideal, but it was
amicable and we all agreed it was the right decision,” Brodovsky notes.

Last month, he released his first solo EP. The venue was The
Tallest Poppy, a restaurant on Sherbrook operated by Talia Syrie,
and a place where Brodovsky also works as a waiter.

“The event was sold out,” Brodovsky reports. “Sales for the EP
have been strong.”

His EP –“Sixteen Years” – is a compilation of five songs, some
written before Kakagi was formed and the others composed by
Brodovsky after the break-up. Brodovsky notes that his brother,
Max, and Jonathan Corobow played backup for the EP.

Brodovsky is hoping to put out a second EP in the fall with all-
new songs he has written. For the summer, he is the facilities
director at BB Camp. In the fall, he is also looking forward to
touring Europe as a single act and following up that tour with a
tour of Canada.
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Myron Love

Former Winnipegger hitches wagon to budding star and soars aloft
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AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

JACOB BRODOVSKY 
just launched his solo career after

having  been a member of “Kagagi”
- made up of 4 former BB Campers

MILAN ACKERMAN
now managing up and coming 

hip hop artist “Russ”

Rocket attacks make May Israel’s
deadliest month in two years

(JTA) — Rockets attacks from Gaza made May Israel’s dead-
liest month in almost two years, tripling the number of terrorists
attacks over April’s tally.

The increase to 449 incidents in May over April’s 126 incidents
owes to the launching of hundreds of rockets last month from
Gaza into Israel, the Israel Security Agency said in its monthly
report for May published earlier this week. The rockets killed four
people and wounded eight. TWoother Israelis were injured in a
stabbing attack in Jerusalem.

Terrorist attacks in the West Bank, meanwhile, decreased by 43
percent, from 88 in April to 50 last month.

Last week, the Israel Security Agency, or ISA, revealed it had
foiled a plan by Hamas to set off an explosive charge inside Israel
on April 9, during the general elections. A 23-year-old man, Yihia
abu Dhia, whom ISA says is a Hamas operative, was arrested on
March 31 in the West Bank village of A-Zaim in connection with
the alleged plot. He had agreed to carry out a suicide bombing for
handlers in Gaza, ISA said.

The intended target was a traffic artery in Ma’aleh Adumim, a
settlement near Jerusalem, ISA’s statement read.



By MYRON LOVE

L
iel Golubchik is on top of the
world – at least as budding
young Manitoba scientists are

concerned. The Grade 9 student at
Grant Park High School was the
Manitoba winner of the newly-
established Ted Rogers Innovation
Award for her research project-
“Biodegradable Polymers: Future
Prospects of Eco-Friendly Plastics”
– for which she earned Gold Medals
at both the most recent Winnipeg
School Division and Manitoba
Schools Science Symposiums.

The new award – which was
announced at the beginning of
February – is a joint venture of
Youth Science Canada and the
Rogers Foundation, which has
pledged a $50,000 national com-
munity grant to support efforts in
fostering the growth and develop-
ment of young Canadians who are
passionate about science, technolo-
gy, engineering and math (STEM).
The awards are given to the leading
student from each of Canada’s
more than 100 YSC-affiliated
regional science fairs recognizing
that student as a “future leader and
innovator. “

“It was a real honour to have
received this award,” says the
daughter of Ella and Stanislav
Golubchik. “I am grateful.”

She was also awarded the ASM
Manitoba Award for Excellence in
Materials Science and Engineering,
an Engineers Geoscientists
Manitoba Engineering Award.

The 15-year-old’s winning entry was an experiment testing the compara-
ble strengths of different biodegradable plastic containers. ““I found that
biodegradable plastics made from extracted rice starch held the greatest
tensile strength,” she reports. “It is important to find an a solution for the
damage that non-biodegradable plastics are doing to the environment and
the oceans.”

Liel’s family moved to Winnipeg from Israel when she was two years
old. She has been competing in the annual sciences symposiums since she
was in Grade 4 at Brock Corydon School and won Gold medals for her
entries in Grades 5 and 6. She says that she would like to pursue a career
in science.

Liel Golubchik’s fellow Grant Park Grade 9 student, Alan Kuchinsky,
also did well at the Winnipeg School Division Science Symposium – earn-
ing the Junior Physics Award for “Invisible World Around Us”. The Israeli-
born son of Julia and Alexander Kuchinsky used spectrum analysis in
applying a large amount of electricity to different elements looking for con-
nections and unique characteristics.

The budding scientist, who also won medals in Grades 7 and 8 in the
annual competition, says that he would also be interested in a career in sci-
ence.

A third Grant Park High School student – Nathan Hochman (who is in
Grade 8) – earned a Gold Medal and University of Manitoba Science
Innovator Award – at the Winnipeg School Division Science competition -
for “Wound Infections: A Hot Topic”. The son of David and Marisa
Hochman used a thermal camera to detect post-surgical wound infections
to see if by focusing on heat being given off by the injury, infection could
be diagnosed and therefore treated earlier.

Grade 6 Brock Corydon student Sam Di Cresce was back in the winner’s
circle for the second year in a row. Di Cresce’s passions are mathematics
and statistics. Last year, the son of Greg Di Cresce and Dr. Aviva Goldberg
looked into whether grocery store owners are making a profit since the
government discontinued minting pennies. He determined that they are not
making any extra profit after taxes.

This year, he earned a second Gold medal at the Elementary level for his
project “There’s No Place Like Home? - The Home Ice Advantage in
Hockey”. His conclusion based on his research – the home team does have
a slight advantage.

The Schaeffer Family produced two award winners this year in the
Manitoba Schools Science Symposium. Brock Corydon Grade 6 student
Hannah Schaeffer earned a Gold Medal at the Elementary level and an
Engineers Geoscientists Manitoba Engineering Award for her project
“Nitrifying Bacteria: Changing Ammonia to Fertilizer”. The project was
also rated Most Outstanding Elementary project at the Winnipeg School
Division Science symposium.

The older daughter of daughter of Marc Schaeffer and Kai Sasake has
been participating in the annual symposium since she was in Grade 3. Last
year, she also earned a Gold Medal.

Not to be outdone, Alexandra Schaeffer, Hannah’s 9-year-old sister (in
Grade 3 at Brock Corydon), also earned a Gold medal at the Manitoba
Symposium for her project: “ How the Eyes Focus: Refraction and
Lenses”.

Gray Academy produced one winner at the Manitoba Science
Symposium this year. Grade 9 student Ben Margulets – in his first try –
earned a Silver Medal for a study of the effect of alcohol on neo-natal heart
cells. The son of
Israeli immigrants
Victoria and Stanley
Margulets reports that
he greatly appreciates
all the help that he
received in research-
ing his project from
world renowned heart
researcher Dr. Lorrie
K i r s h e n b a u m .
Margulets’ mother,
Victoria, is a
researcher who works
with Kirshenbaum at
the St. Boniface
Hospital. 

Our congratulations
to all of the winners.
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Jewish Grant Park student’s science project at Winnipeg, 
Manitoba Science Symposiums earns first-time national award

29th Annual Winnipeg Prophecy Conference

Friends of Israel
G O S P E L  M I N I S T RY

THE

Victoria Inn Hotel & Convention Centre
1808 Wellington Ave.

Winnipeg, MB R3H 0G3

September 19–21, 2019

888-664-2584 foi.org/conferences
for more information

HOSTED BY

T H Y  K I N G D O M  C O M E

ALEXANDRA SCHAEFFER
Grade 3 Brock Corydon 

Gold medal winner

LIEL GOLUBCHIK
Grade 9 Grant Park
Gold medal winner

HANNAH SCHAEFFER
Grade 6 Brock Corydon

Gold medal  winner

ALAN KUCHINSKY
Grade 9 Grant Park

Junior Physics award winner

NATHAN HOCHMAN
Grade 8 Grant Park 
Gold medal winner

SAM DI CRESCE
Grade 6 Brock Corydon

Gold medal  winner
(2018 photo)
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J N F  M A N I T O B A  &  S A S K A T C H E W A N

THANK YOU

I N  S U P P O R T  O F 
T H E  CO N S T R U C T I O N  O F  A  P H Y S I OT H E R A P Y

 C E N T R E  B E I T  H A L O C H E M  AS H D O D

TO  M A K E  A  CO N T R I B U T I O N  TO  T H E  P R OJ E C T :
2 0 4 . 9 4 7 . 0 2 0 7    J N F W I N N I P E G . C A
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Negev Gala photos (all photos courtesy Keith Levit, assisted by Kayla Gordon)

Allan & Meital Kraut 

Jewish Federation CEO Elaine Goldstine
(left) and outgoing Jewish Federation
President Laurel Malkin

Comedian Elon Gold 
(mimicking how an Israeli talks)

Presentation of flowers to outgoing JNF
Regional President Jessica Cogan (from left):
Incoming Regional President Nola Lazar,
JNF Regional Vice-President Michael Silver,
Jessica Cogan, Ariel Karabelnicoff

(l-r): Francie Weiss, Miriam Bronstein, Terri
Cherniack, and David Cohen

Gail Asper & comedian Elon Gold

Beit Halochem veteran Chaim Lev Tov
singing, accompanied by Kinzey Posen and
Shayla Fink

Co-MC’s (left): Jessica Cogan, Nola Lazar

Incoming Jewish Federation President 
Joel Lazer & Faye Vickar Lazer

Keith & Yetta Levit

Yona Children’s Choir singing 
O Canada! and Hatikvah

2010 Negev Gala Honourees 
Tova & Larry Vickar

The Schipper family (from left): son-in-law
Michael Brown, daughter Susan Schipper;
parents Regina and Jack Schipper (behind
Steven); wife Terri Cherniack; sister Debbie
Wiseman & her husband Sheldon Wiseman;
son Nate and  Elizabeth Cooper Schipper

Presentation to Steven Schipper (from left):
Lance Davis, CEO, JNF Canada; Jessica
Cogan, outgoing JNF Regional President;
Steven Schipper; Terri Cherniack; Gail
Asper, Negev Gala Co-Chair; Wendy
Spatzner, National President, JNF Canada;
Ariel Karabelnicoff, Excutive Director, JNF
Manitoba-Saskatchewan

Special presentation made to longtime JNF
volunteer Dick Rothberg by Jessica Cogan
and Ariel Karabelnicoff



comedian by the
name of Elon
Gold (who is
American, not

Israeli, despite what many audience members no
doubt thought before he began his act.)

Outgoing JNF Regional President Jessica
Cogan and incoming President Nola Lazar acted
as co-MC’s – and did a very good job of moving
things along – not an easy task when so many
dignitaries take to the stage to congratulate the
honouree, along with paying recognition to the
JNF.

In all honesty, not one of the politicians or dig-
nitaries who spoke rambled on. (Now that’s a
surprise!) Sure, some stumbled over the proper
pronunciation of the name “Beit Halochem” (no surprise there) but, start-
ing with Lt. Governor Janice Filmon, followed by Manitoba Deputy
Premier Heather Stefanson, Mayor Brian Bowman (who spoke completely
without notes – what a pro!), Wendy Spatzner (National President, JNF
Canada), and ending with Ariel Karabelnicoff (Executive Director,
Manitoba-Saskatchewan JNF), each speaker spoke for just a couple of min-
utes.

Before introducing Steven Schipper, a special presentation was also
made to longtime JNF supporter and canvasser Dick Rothberg.

After a short video featuring interviews with individuals who have had
close associations with Steven Schipper, Schipper took the floor, accompa-
nied by his wife, Terri Cherniack. 

As someone who is so used to touching all the right notes in his own
career as an artistic director, Steven Schipper gave a polished and heartfelt
speech thanking everyone whose efforts had culminated in this particular
evening. He began by referring to his Hebrew name, also the Hebrew
names of his parents, Jack and Regina – both of whom are Holocaust sur-
vivors, and who were also both in attendance.

There was an especially poignant moment when an Israeli veteran by the
name of Chaim Lev Tov, who himself was wounded in combat and subse-
quently treated at a Beit Halochem centre, took the stage, accompanied by
Kinzey Posen and Shayla Fink. It turns out that Lev Tov was discovered to
have a beautiful singing voice while he was recuperating at Beit Halochem.

The audience was
treated to his singing
two wonderful songs
in Hebrew. It seemed
obvious that Lev Tov
is not someone used to
such a huge spotlight
as he looked to
Kinzey Posen for
guidance how to
begin, then how to
leave the stage grace-
fully. 

Finally, comedian
Elon Gold began what
turned out to be quite
a good comedy act.
(In all honesty, I had
never heard of him. I
wondered why so
much advertising was
built around his
appearing here. Would
anyone have actually
bought a ticket to the
Gala based on his
being the featured
performer?)

As it was though,
Elon Gold was one of
those observational
comedians who does-
n’t need to refer to
today’s headlines to
get a good laugh.
While he began some-
what awkwardly,
(Why did he keep
referring to
“Minnetoba”? I was
wondering) when he
finally did say that he
was glad to be in
“Manitoba”, it made
me wonder even more
whether he knew the
real name of our
province and was deliberately
mangling it – or did he suddenly
realize he had been making a mis-
take?

Still, his act started to pick up
steam when he began good-
naturedly poking fun at many
Jewish foibles, especially when
he took aim at some typical Israeli
mannerisms. Employing a bang-
on Israeli accent, for instance, he
noted that Israelis tend to repeat
words – over and over again. 

One especially funny routine
occurred when Gold mimicked an
Israeli speaking to someone,
beckoning them to come over”
“Bo, bo, bo, bo – come, come,
come, come.” (I guess you had to
be there to appreciate the flavour.)
Still – his act picked up momen-
tum and, by the end, he had the audience won over.
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Negev Gala
Continued from page 1.

Steven Schipper with former JNF Regional
President Karla Berbrayer

Bernie Bellan & Belle Jarniewski

Myron Schultz (left) & Rabbi  Kliel Rose

(l-r): Rabbi Matthew Leibl, Nate Schipper
& wife Elizabeth Cooper Schipper

(l-r) Rachel & Saul Fink, Regine Frankel

(l-r): Sharon Goszer Tritt, Steven
Tritt, Barbara Goszer



New clinic of ER doctors working to fill gap in care

T
he Minor Illness
& Injury Clinic,
started up by

emergency room doc-
tors Norman Silver,
Gerald Brennan, Erik
Smith, and Amin
Kabani, aided by
medical technology
consultant, David
Berkowits, is now up
and running, with the
goal of changing how
urgent care is deliv-
ered in Winnipeg.

Just as patients do not enjoy waiting hours in E.R.s when their conditions
are not  full-blown emergencies, ER staff do not like seeing patients need
to wait -  yet their hands are tied by the current system.

So, Dr. Silver and the rest of the group have opened this new clinic, giv-
ing people another option.

“The whole concept came out from the fact that all the emergency doc-
tors….it’s frustrating when we see there are 20 or 30 people in the waiting
room, and we are caught up with something that’s an emergency,” said
Silver. “I just had a shift on Saturday night, overnight, and some of the
patients I was seeing at 6 am had been waiting 7 hours. That’s not right. It
shouldn’t be like that.

“We saw an opportunity to help out patients that have been basically
waiting and waiting in the emergency dept...I think we do a great job of
taking care of the very urgent things. I think we do a good job of taking care
of everything else as well. But, of course, the emergencies have to take pri-
ority.”

While cases that are actual emergencies, where patients are typically
brought in by ambulance, should still be taken to the closest E.R., other
urgent cases that cannot wait for your general practitioner can be attended
to at the Minor Illness & Injury Clinic, where timely appointments can be
set with an E.R. doctor without the E.R. wait time.

“If they felt comfortable waiting for an appointment, there is no reason
why we can’t use appointment-based urgent care,” said Silver. “We want-
ed it to be patient-centered. Looking at it from
the viewpoint of, ‘if I was going to a doctor, how
would I like to be treated? ‘So, we tried to use
technology to streamline things with online
booking.

“All of our doctors are emergency trained. All
the nurses there are also emergency trained and
have worked in emergency departments.
Actually, pretty much every person working at
the clinic is still also working in city emergency
departments. But, they are doing this as an add-
on or as a second job, basically.

“If I run into someone I have seen at the clinic,
their response is always great. They are just
ecstatic, because they are not waiting. They
know they would have had to go to the emer-
gency dept otherwise, and they are just super
happy.”

While the new clinic is appointment-based,
these are same day appointments – sometimes
within the hour if that is what users want and can
make it into the clinic quickly.

Another unique feature at the clinic is its
capacity to match you with the best doctor,
according to your age and condition. “Most
times, when you book your child, you’re seeing
someone that’s specialized in pediatric emer-
gency,” said Silver. “And, when you book an
adult, you’re seeing someone who specializes in
adult emergency.”

The clinic is also equipped with a major testing
facility and staff capable of understanding the

findings and imple-
menting solutions on
the spot. There is no
longer the need to go
to a different location
to get an x-ray or to
wait for a radiologist
who can read the
results. It is all done
right on the spot. And,
if a cast is needed,
they can do that too.

“The same with
E.K.G. availability,
lab availability, sutur-
ing ability, and cast-
ing, because we all
work in the system
and have access to
chartings from the
emergency depart-
ment,” said Silver.
“So, if they had an x-
ray at Victoria
Hospital and come to
our clinic, we can
actually access those
x-rays, because we all
have access to the sys-

tem.”

Due to the doctors’ connections within the system, they also have the
ability to expedite tests and appointments not offered at the clinic. “If we
need timely ultrasound, we have relationships with the ultrasoundogra-
phers in the system to get seen for an ultrasound – usually within a week.
C.T. scans - same thing. If we feel they need one, we can get them seen
much quicker than at a walk-in clinic.”

People are still encouraged to see their G.P.s if their situation is not
urgent. “We’re not trying to take anyone from their own physician or pedi-
atricians,” said Silver. “We want to work in tandem.”

Anyone with a valid Canadian provincial health card (excluding Quebec)
can receive service at the clinic at no charge, just like at any other public
health facility in the city.

The Minor Illness & Injury Clinic is located at Corydon and Harrow, in
the same building as Eva’s Gelato. For more information and/to book an
appointment, visit http://www.wpgminorillness.com/. 
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Dr. NORMAN SILVER of the Illness &
Injury Clinic, located at Corydon & Harrow,

with his wife, HEATHER SILVER 
(who is a receptionist at the clinic)

Reception area at the new
Illness & Injury Clinic

intended for patients who can’t wait to see their
GP, but whose status is not so urgent that they
would have to be taken to an ER by ambulance

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA
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Joanne Seiff

Is that Elijah?

L
ately, I’ve been thinking about Elijah the
Prophet or Eliyahu ha Navi. He’s that guy
who somehow travels worldwide, to drink

all the wine at every Passover Seder every year.
(What a hangover he must have!) Elijah is also
supposed to attend every Jewish boy’s circumci-
sion (brit milah or bris). We sing about him dur-
ing Havdalah, the short service that separates the
Sabbath from the rest of the week. This guy’s all

over the place!
Well, he’s both all over the place in Jewish tradition and shrouded in mys-

tery. This is the quirky prophet that never actually died, but instead ascend-
ed to heaven. He’s got three separate roles in Jewish tradition. 

1) He’s a zealous prophet, reminding people how to behave properly and
to remember G-d. 

2) He’s known to appear and help those in distress
3) He’s supposed to announce the coming of the Messiah or the

Messianic Age.
(There’s more to Elijah’s roles, depending on what text you study.

There’s more out there, go and learn it!)
I hadn’t thought much about Elijah as an adult. I’m not big into worrying

over the coming of a man on a white donkey (from Babylonian Talmud,
Sanhedrin 98a) or the Messianic age. However he makes an appearance in
ways that capture my kids’ interest. There’s that mysterious cup on the
seder plate, and the song that we sing hoping that this week will be the one
where Eliyahu Hanavi shows up to bring about the Messiah’s coming. Even
if a kid doesn’t attend a bris too often, he might ask questions about Elijah.

There are a lot of stories that retell rabbinic traditions about Elijah. The
most powerful are ones I never forgot from childhood, and which may still
be helpful today. The stories seem to align directly with those points,
above, that jadults are already supposed to know.

From the Prophets, we know that Elijah reprimanded others, threatened
them with scary stories and told them to shape up. It’s essentially “putting
the fear of G-d” into them. Apparently, he was good at this role, as he was
sent to do it multiple times. In Jewish folklore, Elijah is the stranger who
appears and helps the poor and reminds the wealthy of their failings. 

It’s this combination of the stranger who appears when you least expect
it and the coming of the Messianic Age that I think about most often. Why?

I was taught to try to treat everybody with respect and empathy–because
that person might be Elijah. That Elijah could appear at any time, looking
like an old lady or a child, a homeless person or an older person with
dementia. How we treat people indicates how we’re doing on bringing
about a better age, or a Messianic one. When this idea was introduced to
me, I remembered thinking it sounded weird.

As an adult, it makes more sense–because, well, life is weird. Life offers
us many opportunities to practice conscious kindness, to do mitzvot (com-

mandments) that help make the world a better place. If we keep doing this
‘fixing the world’ (Tikkun Olam), well, we might just hear from Elijah.

There was that time when we had a stranger knock at our door. My hus-
band answered it and then told me what happened. It was an Indigenous
man who didn’t look well-off. He looked like he had been doing some trav-
elling through back lanes…but he came to the door with our dog’s collar in
his hand.

I was immediately anxious. Our dogs are never without their collars and
ID tags. However, this man came along, saw the collar in the back lane,
clearly beyond the fenced yard. He was worried for the dog. The good
news? We called her and our dog was happy and safe inside. She’d some-
how managed to shed her collar and leave it far away in the back lane with-
out anyone noticing. This kind act made me wonder. Was this Elijah, known
for his affinity with dogs? In the Sefer Ha-Aggadah, it’s said that when dogs
are happy for no reason, it’s because Elijah is in the neighbourhood. 

Other times, one of my kids carefully saved the seat beside him at ser-
vices for what appeared to be an imaginary friend. We joke that he knows
Elijah is coming. Instead, it ends up being the friend on her own who needs
just one spot or maybe even a stranger who we then get to welcome to syn-
agogue.

It’s the extra granola bar in my ‘mom’ bag when I thought someone might
need a snack–and indeed, a hungry person turns up. He needs it to contin-
ue onwards. Who knows what that person’s potential will be? That stranger
gets a granola bar because, well, he might be Elijah.

This is all mystery and whimsy, if you take a purely Western and scien-
tific view of the world. Yet, most of us acknowledge that we can’t explain
why we’re lucky or when misfortune befalls us. Is it because of our behav-
iour or our efforts to do good in the world? Is it because some people
“deserve” misfortune? I think not.

There are amazing people, all around us, who have struggled. Some were
homeless, were put in foster care as children, or had addictions. Perhaps
they suffered through wars or trauma. This childhood lesson about Elijah
has stood me in very good stead…because if you remember that every per-
son has value, every soul is important, it doesn’t matter how the person’s
body presents itself. Whatever their clothes or hair looks like–that person
could be Elijah. Better yet, every person IS someone important. It’s up to
us to see that light inside, the potential waiting there, and to acknowledge
the “other,” as Martin Buber would say. Be ready to offer something, with
love and hope, when needed.

It could be welcoming someone and offering a seat, a kind word, a thank you
for returning a lost item, or a granola bar. Anybody can do this. Remember, that
person across from you may be Elijah. The rest? It’s up to you.

Joanne Seiff is a freelance writer, editor and knitwear designer. She’s the
author of three books, including one about the Winnipeg Jewish
Community– From the Outside In: Jewish Post Columns 2015-2016. Read
more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com

By

JOANNE SEIFF
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Community news

Former head of Mossad criticizes Israel’s “occupation” of Palestinian territories
By BERNIE BELLAN

S
habtai Shavit is a former director general
of the Mossad, Israel’s foreign intelli-
gence agency, having served in that posi-

tion from 1989-1996. 
During his time as Mossad head, Shavit was

involved in many secret negotiations with Arab
leaders. On May 29 he was the special guest
speaker at an event sponsored by Solly & Orly
Dreman on behalf of an Israeli organization
known as Ezer Mizion.

Strangely though, when Shavit ascended the
podium on May 29 to speak, no one bothered to
introduce him. While that was somewhat
unusual in itself, what followed was even more
unusual. Shavit began reading from a speech
that he had apparently delivered some time ago
at a completely different forum – and I daresay
he was almost impossible to understand.

Nonetheless, I thought: “Here’s a former director general of the Mossad.
Surely I ought to record what he has to say – then listen to his remarks care-
fully so as to be able to decipher them for our readership.”

Even while Shavit was rambling on, however, I was able to pick out cer-
tain phrases that told me this particular speaker was apparently saying
some highly controversial things, including that Israel is becoming “a theo-
cratic state”, that it is “occupying” Palestinian lands, and that it should be
willing to give back much of what it conquered during the Six-Day War in
1967.

How on Earth was this man allowed to speak here, I wondered? Did no
one in our Jewish Federation, B’nai Brith, or our other self-proclaimed
defenders of the Jewish people who have taken it upon themselves to
decide who should and who should not be allowed to speak in Winnipeg,
not know how provocative Shavit was going to be? As I note in my article
about the Ezer Mizion gala, I am shocked that Shavit was not disinvited
from appearing here. Once you read on and see for yourself how danger-
ous it was to allow Shavit to voice his opinions, I am sure you will agree
that he should have been banned even from appearing in Winnipeg. 

During his talk he referred many times to conversations he held with var-
ious Arab leaders, with the constant theme being that Palestinians were
nothing more than major irritants to those leaders. His ultimate conclusion
was that bilateral talks between Israel and the Palestinian Authority are
completely dead, that peace initiatives coming either from the U.S. or
Europe have no chance of succeeding, and the only way to achieve any sort
of breakthrough will have to be through a “regional peace initiative”.

Early on in his remarks, Shavit took aim at Israel’s Nation-State Law,
which was passed by the Knesset in July 2018 and which specifies the
nature of the State of Israel as the nation-state of the Jewish people. He
blamed “religious Zionists” for bringing this law forward. Shavit suggest-
ed that this law will lead to a “theocratic, apartheid state that will never be
accepted by the united world nor by world Jewry – which today accounts
for about half of Jewish people.” It will also lead to the illegal “annexation”
of territory, he said.

“In my opinion,” he continued, “as long as we remain a secular, multi-
ethnic democratic state without the annexation of territory, we will remain
Israelis” living “in partnership” with minorities, including “Christians and
Arabs.”

“The Israel-Palestinian conflict today is on a track of increasing alien-
ation between the parties,” Shavit observed. “There is no dialogue taking
place – only mutual accusations between both parties. Cooperation on the
ground, executing coordination” has stopped. “The Palestinians are taking
unilateral political measures and Israel is threatening to take counter-mea-
sures.”

Shavit then added this observation, however: In the world’s eyes “we are
the powerful occupiers and they, the Palestinians, are our weak subjects.
The policy of attempting to contain the Palestinians through conflict man-
agement will not succeed in the long run. In order to achieve new momen-
tum we must see what is happening in the region and see if it is possible to
utilize the regional reality in order to break the deadlock and help achieve
a solution.”

Looking back on past efforts to achieve peace between Israelis and
Palestinians, Shavit referred to an incident involving former Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak, former Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin,
and Yasser Arafat. (I had to Google the specific time period to find out
which agreement Shavit was talking about. It turns out that it was in 1994
when Mubarak brought Rabin and Arafat together to work out details of
Israel’s handing back Jericho and the Gaza Strip to the Palestinian
Authority. Apparently Arafat, as was his wont, had a last-minute change of
heart and was refusing to sign that particular accord.)

In Shavit’s telling the story, Mubarak turned to Arafat and said: “Sign,

you dog!” – which Arafat promptly did. The sig-
nificance of that particular incident, as Shavit
went on to explain, was that “Arab leaders in the
Middle East have a better chance than Western
leaders of bringing the sides together.”

Shavit then went on at great length to describe
the “Saudi initiative” that was brought before the
Arab League in 2002. It had the following com-
ponents, according to Shavit:

1. Complete withdrawal by Israel from all terri-
tories conquered in 1967

2. Complete security for all parties in the
region

3. Establishment of normal relations between
Israel and the member states of the Arab League.
According to Shavit, 35 Muslim states supported
the initiative, with a total of 57 states supporting
it altogether.

Since 2002 moreover, Shavit said there has
been considerable softening in the Arab League position. Rather than a
“dictate”, he noted, Arab leaders have now said the Saudi initiative is the
“basis for negotiation”.

With that in mind, Shavit called for a new “regional agreement” which,
he declared, would gain the support of both the United States and Europe.

“Regional stability,” Shavit declared, “will allow the Israeli government
to extract itself from the major problem of the occupation.” (Ed. note: oh
no – “occupation”. Traitor!)

The cost of the occupation, he noted, adds “2 billion shekels a year to the
national debt.”

Shavit enumerated other savings that would accrue to Israel by entering
into a regional peace agreement, including: lower taxes, more money for
health care and education, and lower housing costs.

In concluding, he noted that his speech had been written prior to the last
Israeli elections (in May). He saw those elections as an opportunity for
Israel to chart a new course (although he didn’t elaborate on which party
would have charted that new course, as Benny Gantz’s Blue & White party
never differentiated itself from Netanyahu’s Likud party over the issue of
peace negotiations).

Regardless whether Shavit seemed to come across as “yesterday’s man”,
attempting to resurrect a path forward that has been, for the most part, over-
taken by events in recent years that would render it largely irrelevant, here
was a former leader of the Mossad calling for Israeli withdrawal from
“occupied” territories taken during the ’67 War. Within Winnipeg’s estab-
lished Jewish community, that would have to be considered taboo. But then
again, who was paying attention to this fellow that particular evening? I
had to listen to parts of my audio recording of his speech over and over
again in order to make out what Shavit was saying.

Still, I don’t anticipate he’s going to be invited here again by either the
Jewish Federation or any other Jewish organization that detests hearing the
suggestion that Israel is “occupying” Palestinian territory.

SHABTAI SHAVIT at Ezer Mizion gala
Former Mossad head deeply critical 

of Israeli “occupation”

Sanders and Warren help introduce resolution
against Netanyahu’s West Bank annexation pledge

WASHINGTON (JTA) — Five Democratic senators, including the
party’s deputy leader in the chamber and two leading presidential candi-
dates, introduced a resolution decrying any Israeli plan to annex West
Bank territory, an apparent shot at Benjamin Netanyahu’s recent election
pledge.

“Unilateral annexation of portions of the West Bank would jeopardize
prospects for a two-state solution, harm Israel’s relationship with its Arab
neighbors, threaten Israel’s Jewish and democratic identity, and under-
mine Israel’s security,” says the non-binding resolution introduced
Thursday.

It says the “the policy of the United States should be to preserve con-
ditions conducive to a negotiated two state solution.”

The resolution was introduced by Sen. Jeff Merkley, D-Wash., joined
by Sen. Dick Durbin of Illinois, the deputy minority leader, Bernie
Sanders, I-Vt., Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., Tammy Duckworth, D-Ill.
and Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif.

Sanders and Warren were among the Democratic presidential candi-
dates who criticized Netanyahu’s pledge to annex Jewish settlements in
the West Bank before Israel’s April 9 elections. The elections were inde-
cisive and Israelis go to the polls again in September, while Netanyahu
remains prime minister.

Netanyahu and President Donald Trump have retreated from endorsing
a two-state outcome to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Trump’s son-in-
law, Jared Kushner, is set later this month to unveil the economic com-
ponent of a peace plan he has been preparing for two years.

Feinstein and Sanders are Jewish and Durbin and Duckworth have
longstanding relationships with the pro-Israel community.
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ANNA FRANCES SALTZBERG
March 26, 1962- May 23, 2019

It is with deep sadness that we announce the sudden
passing of Anna Frances Saltzberg on May 23, 2019 at
the age of 57. Anna was born and spent her entire life
in Winnipeg. Anna was lovingly named after her
father’s mother who perished in the Holocaust.

Anna attended Garden City Collegiate and gradu-
ated high school at the University of Winnipeg Colle-
giate.

Anna suffered from Schizophrenia for most of her
life. She was in and out of hospital for many years until
she was stabilized such that she could live on her own.
Anna was able to live independently with the help of an
incredible organization called PACT, that supported
those with mental illness to live on their own in the
community.

Anna was a sweet kind and generous soul. She had a
childlike demeanor that was so endearing to all those
she met. She brought a smile to everyone as she
shopped in her neighbourhood daily. She gave away
mostly everything she bought as her greatest passion
was to give to others. Anna would send weekly enve-
lopes to her brothers, cousins and friends filled with
items that included paper, pencils, elastics, garbage
bags, Kleenex and stickers. Wherever she went she
filled her shopping bags with these items and gave
them away to people she met on her way. It was
difficult to refuse her gifts as she would not take no for
an answer. The only hope was that a compromise
would be reached and that the recipient would accept
one rather than 6 items.

Anna cared deeply for animals and especially dogs
and cats. She constantly bought cat and dog food and
would place it under garbage bins so stray animals
would have something to eat. She was well known and
loved by the team at the Winnipeg Humane Society.
She loved visiting and spending time with the animals
waiting to be found or adopted. Anna loved music and
would spend her days calling radio stations making
song requests and attempting to win prizes.

Despite her illness Anna was the essence of what is
good in this world. Her heart was full of pure love for
other people and animals.

The family are extremely and eternally grateful to
her amazing care team from PACT. They helped Anna
to live on her own with dignity. They cared for her with
love and compassion as if she was their family.

Anna was predeceased by her beloved and devoted
parents Joan Carole Gordon and Walter Saltzberg, her
grandparents and her fur brother Corky.

She is survived by her brothers George and Jack, her
brother-in law Timothy Swift, her fur nephew Benny,
her aunt Jean Shnier and her cousins, Myrna Shnier,
Patrisha McLean and Penny Stern and their children
and grandchildren. She is also survived by many other
extended family members and friends.

Funeral service was officiated by Rabbi Matthew
Leibl and held on Monday May 27th at the Chesed Shel
Emes followed by burial at the Shaarey Zedek cem-
etery. Pallbearers were Karen Vickar, Jonathan Fine,
Zev Rumstein, Dan East, David Rubenfeld and Albert
Yanofsky.

Donations in Anna’s name can be made to the Win-
nipeg Humane Society.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SYDNEY
GOLUB

who passed away
May 27, 1991

14 Days in Sivan
— Lovingly remembered by
family and friends.

In loving memory of

FAYE
GORENSTEIN

who passed away
May 31, 2001

9 Days in Sivan
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by your  children,
grandchildren, great-grand-
children and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY
LASKER

who passed away
May 31, 2007

14 Days in Sivan
— Loved and remembered
forever by his son & daughter-
in-law, grandchildren, family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CLARA LESZCZ
who passed away

May 24, 1994
14 Days in Sivan

—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MYRA (MEIRA)
LOFCHICK

who passed away
June 16th, 2017
22  days in Sivan

— Forever  remembered and
sadly missed by her Children,
Grandchildren, Parents and
Family.

In loving memory of

LOUISE MAY
SEGAL

who passed away
June 7, 2006

11 Days in Sivan
— Always remembered with
much love and sadly missed
by your children, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

MALCOLM NEIL CHERNICK
Malcolm Neil Chernick

passed away at Desert Re-
gional Medical Center in
Palm Springs, California
on June 4, 2019 at the age
of 78, from complications
related to cancer. He was
predeceased by his wife
Vera, who passed just a
few months earlier, as well
as his brother Victor. Neil
will be dearly missed by
his three sons Cory (Holly),
Jonas (Nicki) and Daryn
(Krissy) and his grandchil-
dren Ethan, Caleb, Morley,
Kal, Izzy, Zoe, Kayleigh

and Brianna, and his dog Ally. He will also be remem-
bered by his brother Grant (Catherine), his sisters-in-
law Sophie, Esther (Peter) and Rose (Ron), and his first
wife and mother of his children, Erla Glesby.

Born and raised in Winnipeg, Neil worked the CP
Rail kitchen train cars in his younger years, working his
way through law school at University of Manitoba. He
served as in-house lawyer for CP Rail for 30 years at the
office in the old historic train station at Higgins &
Main, retiring on almost the very day he turned 55. Neil
relocated to sunny Palm Springs where he met Vera
and spent his days on the golf course, sipping coffee
with friends and twirling Vera on the dance floor on
Saturday nights. Neil’s late father, Harry Chernick,
was known by many piano bar patrons in Winnipeg,
Palm Springs and around the world as “Winnipeg
Harry”, and Neil embodied the same class, style and
dignity as his crooner father.

Neil cherished his many visits with his sons, daugh-
ters-in-law and grandchildren over the decades, whether
in a fishing boat on the Winnipeg River, at baby naming
ceremonies, Bar Mitzvahs and weddings, over Chinese
Food, Kelekis and corned beef sandwiches, or playing
poker in a rustic cabin.

The family wishes to express their sincere apprecia-
tion to Neil’s dear friends Gary and John, and to his in-
home nurse Tony, for their love, care and attention in
his final days.

PHILLIP ROSEN
Phillip Rosen, 74, passed

away May 30, 2019, sur-
rounded by his wife and
children at the Health Sci-
ences Centre in Winnipeg.

A loving husband, father,
Zaida, and friend, his un-
faltering sense of humour
and personal style of obdu-
racy will be deeply missed
by all who met him.

He leaves behind to
mourn; loving wife Eileen

(nee Osnach), children Nicole (Dave), Janice, Sacha,
Michael (Katrina), and his three beloved grandchil-
dren, Oscar, Leo and Zion.

Phillip is predeceased by his mother Mary (Filkow)
Rosen and father Jack Rosen, brother Billy (Sandy),
and other friends and relatives he tracked down by
reading the obituaries regularly, under the guise of
checking for his own name.

Per Phillip’s request, cremation has taken place. A
memorial will take place on August 25, 2019. Please
email PhillipRosenMemorial@gmail.com for more
information. Donations to the Manitoba All Shepherd
Rescue would be most appreciated to recognize Phil’s
love of German Shepherds.

Condolences for the family may be left at
www.alternacremation.ca
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In Memoriam
32nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ROSETTA
ADLER

who passed away
June 9, 1987

12 days in Sivan
Not a day goes by after all
these years
Where you are forever
remembered and loved
For being such a great mother.
— Your loving son Morton.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH (JOE)
ERENBERG

who passed away
June 3, 2017

9 days in Sivan
Always in our hearts
— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SHARON
FILKOW

who passed away
June 17, 2008

Ken, who passed away in 2014,
Kevin and Debbie-Jo, Jesse
and Ari, Shaun, who passed
away in 1993,  Lainie,  Bryan,
Molly, Shae and Romi.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HAROLD
FLEISHMAN

who passed away
June 14, 2017

20 days in Sivan
Always in our hearts and
thoughts.
— Brownie, Ellen, Deborah,
Mira, Neil and  grandchildren.

In loving memory of

SAM KANTOR
who passed away

May 26, 2010
13 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

38th Yahrzheit     34th Yahrzheit

MALKE LEVIT
who passed away

June 13, 1981
11 Days in Sivan

VELODIE LEVIT
who passed away

July 1, 1985
13 Days in Tammuz

In loving memory of

—Your loving family.

In loving memory of

SANDY MILLER
who passed away

June 6, 1990
13 days in Sivan

So much we wish you could
have shared with us.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
Marshall & Na’ama, Jeff &
Shaun, Hayley, Hartley &
Marni, grandchildren
Samantha, Matthew, Maya
and Mackenzie, family and
friends.

29th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM NEPON
who passed away

June 9, 1999
25 Days in Sivan

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit 8th Yahrzeit

Sadly missed and always in our hearts
— Forever  remembered  by their loving family.

In loving memory of

PEARL NEPON
who passed away

June 16, 2011
15 days in Sivan

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISRAEL RUBIN
who passed away

June 29, 1943
26 Days in Sivan

It is with deep heartfelt sorrow, we especially remember at this time
of the year, our beautiful parents and grandparents for whom no
sacrifice for family and others was too great. They are with us every
day of the year. We shall never forget them.
— Son Harold, daughter Lil Cohen, and their grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

TILLIE RUBIN
who passed away

June 11, 1987
14 Days in Sivan

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ETHEL STAR
who passed away

June 10, 1992
9 Days in Sivan

— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOE WORB
who passed away

June 17, 1991
5 days in Tammuz

— Always in our thoughts,
ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife Geri,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

28th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

LILY LITMAN
who passed away

June 11, 1992
10 Days in Sivan

JOSEPH LITMAN
who passed away
August 25, 1992
27 Days in Av

In loving memory of

—Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LESLIE NEPON
who passed away

June 3, 2012
13 days in Sivan

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by your family.

In loving memory of

BEN BUDD
who passed away

May 27, 1988
11 Days in Sivan

— Always remembered by his
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
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This Yiddish word kicked
off the Scripps National

Spelling Bee finals
By LIOR 
ZALTZMAN

This story
o r i g i n a l l y
appeared on
Kveller.

It’s Yiddish
for the win at
the Scripps
N a t i o n a l
Spelling Bee!

OK, not
quite, but last
week, when
the first
rounds of the
finals kicked
off, the word
“Yiddishkeit” nearly stumped contestant No.
5, Rishik Gandshari from San Jose, California.

The seventh-grader didn’t quite know what
to make of the quintessentially Jewish word,
which the contest defined as “a Jewish way of
life.” After asking what the language of origin
of the word was, and receiving the answer
“Yiddish,” Rishik chuckled nervously: “I don’t
know what I expected.” (He’s smart and
funny!)

On Twitter, avid Bee watchers (you know
who you are!) were stunned as well by the
challenging first word, which, let’s face it, not
many 12-year-olds, Jewish or otherwise, are
familiar with.

https://twitter.com/JewishTweets/sta-
tus/1134141930848366592

h t tps : / / twi t t e r. com/Tiv ikaReed / s t a -
tus/1134098498062884864

https://twitter.com/elizabethcrisp/sta-
tus/1134098164275957760

But Rishik is a spelling bee veteran and a
total pro - he made it all the way to the sixth
round at last year’s competition, and was
valiant about being eliminated. What a men-
sch! (Hey, spelling bee runner-people, maybe
that’s a good word for next year?) Despite his
initial hesitation, he managed to spell
Yiddishkeit and ascend to the next round.

Twitter, of course, was very impressed (as
were we):

h t t p s : / / t w i t t e r . c o m / s k w a m u s / s t a -
tus/1134099130039656450

h t t p s : / / t w i t t e r. c o m / a g r i c a s t e r / s t a -
tus/1134098793803198467

Bizarrely, later in the afternoon, Rishik was
dealt another Jewish word, this time a Hebrew
one: In round 8, he also spelled the word “keri-
ah,” the traditional Jewish mourning ritual of
tearing one’s clothes.

https://twitter.com/JewishTweets/sta-
tus/1134171439991590913

This is quite an amazing feat because,
according to FiveThirtyEight, Hebrew words
have been the toughest words to spell at the
competition, with more than half of them
stumping contestants over the years. Looks
like Rishik managed to avoid that fate!

https://twitter.com/FiveThirtyEight/sta-
tus/1133783192861847553

A Yiddish word helped propel a contestant to
the next round: Enya Hubers of Ontario,
Canada, aced the spelling of “lekach,” the
Ashkenazi honey cake served on Rosh
Hashanah. What a sweet victory, and mazel
tov to both of these young pros!

https://twitter.com/JewishTweets/sta-
tus/1134157257401339904

Meanwhile, for the first time in the 92-year
history of the Scripps National Spelling Bee,
the competition named eight co-champions,
including Rishik. The organizers ran out of
words to challenge the finalists!

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear parents,
grandparents and great-grandparents

TYE ASPER
who passed away
June 25th, 1990
25 Days in Sivan

ROY ASPER
who passed away

June 2, 2002
22 Days in Sivan

Beautiful memories will always live in the hearts of those near and
dear to you.
— Your loving children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
nieces and nephews.

In Memoriam

DAVID
ROITELMAN  ROY

who passed away
June 15, 1995

17 Days in Sivan

FRANCES
ROY

who passed away
July 9, 2009

17 Days in Tammuz

In loving memory of

—Always remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and family.

In  Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

—Sadly missed by your Children, Grandchildren,
Great-grandchildren and friends.

3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

GERTIE SILVER
who passed away

June 28, 2005
21 Sivan, 5765

In loving memory of

DAVID SILVER
who passed away
August 18, 2016

14 Av, 5776

MEMORIAMS
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In loving memory of

MORRIS APPEL
who passed away

June 23,1986
16 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Rose,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SYDNEY GLOW
who passed away

June 3, 2015
16 days in Sivan

You will never be forgotten
You will be in our hearts forever
— Your wife Freda, sons
Brian and Sheldon, sister
Molly and grandchildren.

PEARL
MANISHEN

who passed away
July 11, 1973

11 Days in Tammuz

In loving memory of
In Memoriam

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

JACOB
MANISHEN

who passed away
May 29, 1956

19 Days in Sivan

LARSEN
2X3

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In cherished memory of

DANIEL
BUTLER

who passed away
June 10, 2001

Adding another year to the 17
past.
– Always remembered and
missed by your wife Annette,
children Nadine, Marc and
Alea, grandchildren Liam
and Danielle and newest
addition Avi Daniel.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

FREDA
HECHTENTHAL

who passed away
June 23, 2016

17th day of Sivan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her son.

Rishik Gandshari spelled
“Yiddishkeit” and “keriah”
on the way to the co-cham-
pionship of the Scripps
National Spelling Bee.
(Scripps National Spelling
Bee Facebook)
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Israeo news

Israel has its first gay government minister.
He’s loyal to Netanyahu.

By MARCY OSTER
(JTA) - Israel will have its first openly gay

government minister.
Amir Ohana was appointed Israel’s Justice

Minister on Wednesday, the Prime Minister’s
Office announced.

His appointment comes days after Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu fired the acting
Justice Minister Ayelet Shaked, who had contin-
ued in her position despite not earning a spot in
the 21st Knesset after April’s elections. Cabinet
ministers don’t have to be members of Israel’s
parliament, but, after Netanyahu failed to form a
ruling coalition after the vote, he said that it
would be inappropriate for her and another
unelected member of her party, Education
Minister Naftali Bennett, to remain in their posi-
tions until new elections are held Sept. 17.

Why Ohana? A criminal law attorney who pre-
viously worked for the state attorney’s office,
Ohana was first elected to Knesset in 2015, replacing another Likud Party
lawmaker who resigned.

The statement from the Prime Minister’s Office emphasized Ohana’s
experience with the justice system, but Israeli publications noted that he is
a Netanyahu loyalist who first and foremost supports legislation that would
grant Netanyahu immunity from prosecution in the at least three corruption
cases against him.

Ohana also headed the committee that wrote the controversial nation-
state law, which states Israel is not a country of all of its citizens but a
Jewish state. Ohana may have additionally been a more palatable choice
than Betzalel Smotrich of the right-wing Union of Right Wing Parties, who
has been demanding the Justice Ministry portfolio. It is not known whether
Smotrich was even in the running, but he definitely damaged his chances
on Monday when he said that he wanted to run the country according to the
Torah, and “go back to operating as it did in the days of King David and
King Solomon.”

“There goes the halacha state,” a Likud Party spokesman reportedly
quipped after the announcement of Ohana’s appointment, using the term
for religious law.

Does he have job security?
Netanyahu originally announced that he would keep the justice and edu-

cation portfolios for himself until the new elections, but changed his mind
after some complained that it was wrong for him to act as justice minister
while under the threat of indictment. Ohana’s term will be short due to the
new elections, but some news outlets report that he could hang on to the
portfolio in the next government if Netanyahu has any say.

“He won’t be much of a justice minister,” Haaretz colum-
nist Yossi Verter wrote. “This is a transitional government
where there is no Knesset and no Ministerial Committee for
Legislation. He will influence the way the system is run
about as much as the sleepy guard at the Justice Ministry
headquarters on Jerusalem’s Salah e-Din Street.”

Verter also noted that during his tenure in Knesset, “Ohana
hasn’t made any particular effort to advance interests of the
LGBTQ community. His consistent excuse was his commit-
ment to coalition discipline. Over time this evolved into per-
sonal discipline in service of the leader, and on Wednesday
he got his reward.”

Is he good for the LGBTQ community? 
Ohana’s loyalty to the conservative Likud is puzzling. In

November, the Knesset voted down an amendment to the
country’s surrogacy law that would have allowed same-sex
couples to have children by surrogacy in Israel, rather than
forcing them to go to other countries at great expense and emo-
tional hardship. Netanyahu and most of the coalition voted
against the amendment, authored by Ohana, with Netanyahu
saying he was afraid of angering the haredi Orthodox parties
in his coalition and bringing down the government.

Ohana has a husband, twin children born through a surro-
gate in the United States and a harrowing story of not being
with the babies when they were born prematurely.

Meanwhile, Israel’s LGBTQ Task Force called his
appointment a “historic milestone” and said he could make
a difference even as an interim minister, pointing to things
under his authority that do not require government approval.

Those include softening the protocols for transgender peo-
ple in the committee for gender reassignment, creating new
and better procedures for recognizing the non-biological
parents of children born via surrogacy, and revamping the
process for allowing LGBTQ parents to adopt children out-
side of Israel.

Netanyahu is expected to give the education portfolio to a
leader of the Union of Right Wing parties, namely Smotrich
or union head Rafi Peretz.
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ART FROM THE ATTIC IS BACK! 
Winnipeg grandmothers are at it again!

Collecting art for charity!
Spring cleaning your attic? Finding art you no longer use? Love the

art pieces, but you’re over stocked? Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg, a char-
itable organization, would like to help you find a good home for it!

Starting June 1, 2019, Grands ‘n’ More volunteers will pick up
donated art from generous Winnipeggers. Any art donated will be trea-
sured by people who buy it and the proceeds will be a donation to a
good cause.

So, check out your attics, your basements and your spare rooms, and
donate “hang-able” art to Art from the Attic. 

This is the fifth annual fundraising art sale presented by Grands ‘n’
More Winnipeg – a non-profit group of local grandmothers and com-
munity members who support African grandmothers caring for their
grandchildren who have lost their parents to AIDS

“We have always been impressed with the generosity of
Winnipeggers. Over 2000 pieces were collected in both 2017 and
2018,” says Donnie Fridfinnson, one of this year’s co-ordinator, “and
we hope for even more this year. It is a win-win for Winnipeggers –
those who have more than they need can donate, and those who need
can buy, and buy at really affordable prices!”

Cathie Hiller, a volunteer, adds, “As grandmothers ourselves, we
support the tremendous work that African grandmothers have done.
Their strength and resilience have been amazing. Our goal is to help
our African sisters in any way we can with your help and your dona-
tions.”

Anyone who wants to donate can call (204) 270-8447 now and a
Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg volunteer will arrange to come after June 1
to pick up all pieces, or let you know where the art pieces can be
dropped off. 

Prints, paintings, drawings, framed fabric art, and more will be
offered for sale on Sunday, September 29, 10:30 am – 4:00 pm at
Norwood Community Centre at 87 Walmer Street, off St. Mary’s
Road, in beautiful Norwood Flats!

All proceeds go to the Grandmothers-to-Grandmothers’ Campaign at
the Stephen Lewis Foundation, a charitable foundation providing sup-
port to the African grandmothers. 

For more information on the event, please call Cathie Hiller at 204-
487-4100 or Beverly Suek at 204-453-4350. To learn more about
Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg, please visit our website at http://grandsn-
more.com or find us on Facebook!

Amir Ohana, shown
July 25, 2018, is the
first gay government
minister in Israel’s
history. 

(Miriam Alster/Flash90)



By BERNIE BELLAN
Another huge crowd of over 200 Yazidis and volun-

teers from Operation Ezra celebrated together at what
was the third annual BBQ picnic for Yazidis and their
supporters. Special guest this year was Conservative
Member of Parliament Michele Rempel, who has been

a prime advocate for Yazidi refugees in the House of
Commons. For the second year in a row the barbecue
was organized by Karen Yamron-Shpeller. A big shout-
out to Munther Zaid of Family Fare, which donated all
the food for the barbecue.
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Operation Ezra continues to support Yazidi families

Why you should be grilling like an Israeli this summer

Operation Ezra volunteers (l-r):
Al Benarroch, Chana Thau,
Rabbi Kliel Rose

BBQ coordinator Karen
Yamron-Shpeller (left) and Laia
Shpeller

(l-r): Calgary Conservative MP
Michele Rempel (who has long
given support to Yazidi refugees),
tireless Operation Ezra spark-
plug Michel Aziza, and Yazidi
spokesperson Nafiya Naso

Operation Ezra volunteers
Nancy Felbel (left) & Ruth Carol
Feldman  

By RACHEL RINGLER
This story originally appeared on The Nosher.
Israelis love their barbecue. They do it on the beach. They do it on their

hikes. They grill whenever and wherever possible - empty parking lot?
Let’s do it! When that smoky aroma fills the air, you know a celebratory
meal is underway, filled with kebabs, grilled vegetables, pita, salads and
hot sauce.

Where Israelis generally don’t barbecue, however, is in their own back-
yards. That’s because most Israelis don’t have backyards - most live in
apartments. When they grill, they need to bring their grills with them,
wherever they go. Their barbecue, called a “mangal,” is small, portable and
generally modest: a metal box with a grill that fits over the charcoal bri-
quettes and wood chips that will be set aflame to cook the food. Throw it
in the back of your car and set it up wherever you settle on your “tiyul,” or
trip.

The size of the average mangal informs the meal itself. You won’t expect
to find a big, thick cowboy steak - easily portable kebabs are more like it.
Thread ground beef or lamb mixed with garlic and herbs on metal skewers,
along with chunks of onion, pepper and tomato. Chicken is also popular:
thighs, livers,hearts - all manner of small cuts that cook quickly.

So why the fascination with food cooked, as they say in Israel, “al ha-
esh,” on the fire?

“Grilling is very Levantine, it is part of Middle Eastern food culture,”
said Janna Gur, doyenne of Israeli cuisine and author of the iconic cook-
book “The Book of New Israeli Food.” “There is something primal about
it. And grilling makes sense because everyone spends so much time out-
doors, so you can plan a bonfire or a picnic or a hike and make your meal
wherever you stop.”

Since vegetables take center stage in Israeli cuisine, grilling is not for
meat only.

“The best way to cook an eggplant is to burn it,” Gur says. “It can be
cooked in a taboon oven, on a mangal or on top of the stove, placed on the
oven’s flame.”

Cooking eggplant directly on fire, resulting in a smoky flavor, is popular
throughout the Middle East. (If you opt to burn your eggplant at home, on
top of the stove, buy yourself a “chatziliyah,” a special dish made to hold
the eggplant and capture the drippings that emerge from it while cooking.)

This summer, if you can’t make it to Israel, bring Israeli cuisine to wher-
ever you are. Buy a brazier, some long metal skewers, prepare some ground
meat or chicken kebabs, and then assemble the other requisite elements of
an al ha-esh meal: fresh pita, hummus, tahini, pickles, vegetable salads and
a selection of hot sauces. You can even make a beautiful, smoky and quick
salsa by blackening tomatoes over the fire, then smashing the cooked toma-
toes and mixing with salt, pepper and olive oil.

How to make flame-roasted eggplant
Roasting eggplants on an open flame can be messy, but it is definitely

worth the effort - the smoky aroma adds immensely to the taste.
Ingredients:
Whole eggplants

Directions:
1. Line your stovetop with aluminum foil. Place a whole eggplant (or

more than one if you are confident) on a rack over the open flame and roast,
turning occasionally, until the skin is scorched and blackened and the flesh
feels soft when pierced with a wooden skewer or a fork. The eggplant can
also be broiled in the oven or grilled on a charcoal barbecue.

2. Cool slightly (to avoid burning your hands) and peel, carefully remov-
ing every last bit of scorched skin, or cut in half lengthwise and scoop out
the flesh with a wooden spoon. Roasted eggplant ideally should be served
shortly after roasting and seasoned while still warm to ensure optimal
absorption of every spicy nuance.

3. If you need to store it for later, drain the roasted flesh of excess liquid,
cover with oil and refrigerate. Season before serving.

Recipe excerpted with permission from The New Book of Israeli Cooking
by Janna Gur. 

Submitted by MICHEL AZIZA
Tuesday, May 28, was a  big planting day for Yazidi families in Winnipeg

at the Shelmerdine field in St Francois Xavier. Approximately 25-30 mem-
bers of the Yazidi community, together with volunteers from Operation
Ezra, worked through the day setting up an electric fence around the fields
along with sprinkler systems. As well, in excess of 10,0000 plants over 3
acres of land were planted that day The previous week potatoes and onions
were planted on another 2 acres.

We expect thousands of pounds of food to be harvested over the next 3-

4 months. The primary purpose of this project is to help over 50 govern-
ment sponsored Yazidi families (over 250 people ) with food but also to
give the Yazidi community an opportunity to do something they are very
familiar and very good at. Representation from the Yazidi community
included men, women and children of all ages.

All excess food harvested and not distributed to families will be sold at
the Shelmerdine farmer’s market through the season. Proceeds generated
will be used to hopefully launch an even bigger project next year. The pro-
ject this year covered just over 5 acres of land.

Yazidi BBQ at Assiniboine Park June 6 with members of Operation Ezra
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Books

17 Wing chaplain rabbi in Winnipeg tells his life story
“Never Give Up: A Journey from Class Clown to
School Principal”
by Dr. Noteh Glogauer (Austin Macauley
Publishers Ltd. 370 pg. $21.95 first published in
2016)
Review by MARTIN ZEILIG

O
ne does not need to be religious to find mean-
ing in this book,  which explores the path one
person takes in his quest for continuous

improvement and growth as a well rounded human
being.

There are lessons here for any open-minded person.
The author, Rabbi Dr. Noteh Glogauer began his

journey as a school principal at the ripe old age of 29,
as his bio states. 

He has combined his passions for truly reaching
each child, striving for excellence in all he does, and
inspiring those around him to do the same at three
schools on two continents. He is a lifelong learner– a
journey he continues with his wife Chaya and his
beloved children, Esti, Yossi, and Rochel.

Since the book was first published, the author has
embarked on a new adventure. He is now Captain (Rabbi) Glogauer, a full-
time Air Force Chaplain, posted to the 17 Wing in Winnipeg. 

The book also contains a glossary at the end to explain Hebrew phrases
and institutions, as well as a series of personal photographs midway
through. 

“Rabbi Glogauer believes that one of his most significant challenges as a
chaplain will be providing support in such a diverse, interfaith, multicul-
tural setting such as the Canadian Armed Forces, at the same time offering
spiritual care to Jewish members and their families posted to his Winnipeg
Wing,” said the press release announcing his induction into the CAF back
in January 2018.

“‘I have been fortunate to have had experience in many diverse settings
and am excited to meet different people of varying backgrounds and
engage them in an environment of mutual respect and tolerance.”’

We get some significant insight into these experiences in this inspiring,
often touching autobiography.

The book is really about a journey -  an ongoing quest - for spiritual and
intellectual enlightenment or fulfillment.

“I can’t say that I was the best behaved child growing up,” Rabbi
Glogauer who was raised in “a traditional Jewish Orthodox family”, writes
early on in the book. “I loved my parents but as a young child, it was
impossible for me to recognize they were working to provide us with bet-
ter life opportunities than the ones we had living in South Africa. Indeed
they gave up a better life for us. I was quite young, merely seven years old
when we left for Canada. Initially, I simply had no idea why our parents
made the drastic decision to relocate to a foreign desolate place, so far
away from our family who had loved us and who had been such a stable
support mechanism.

“With many stories of the challenges of being in the army, my father
maintained that he would never live in a country where his children were
forced to serve. This determination seriously limited my parents’ options
when the violence of the early 1970s prompted them to make the decision
that it was time to take their young family somewhere else to grow up. Our
emigration choices in the 1970s were quite narrow. In those years, America
was in Vietnam, Israel had ongoing turmoil with its neighbours, and thus
the road to Canada was paved. The 1976 Soweto riots highlighted the writ-
ing on the wall and were even more of a motivating factor in my parents’
final decision to leave South Africa.”

The young Arnold Glogauer was a precocious student in school, but a
kibitzer (joker). 

Always one of the smallest children, he used humour/being the class
clown, as a means to adapt and gain popularity. 

He was a talented athlete and won plaudits for his exploits in (tackle)
football, rugby and track.

An anti-semitic incident as youth helped lead him to more involvement
in Jewish community life. He studied mathematics, French and education
at the University of Calgary eventually obtaining a job at the same junior
high school he, himself, had attended. 

But, he wanted to achieve more. Glogauer is optimistic and is always
looking towards the
future.

We follow him and
his wife, who is pursu-
ing a PhD in Clinical
Psychology at the
time of writing, and
their infant daughter
as they pack up all
their belongings and
move to Houston,

Texas. There Glogauer was employed as a math
teacher at a Jewish Orthodox school.

A year later, the Rabbi and his family moved to
New York, where he  accepted a part-time position
as a Math Regents Grade 11 and 12 teacher in an all-
boys yeshiva (a Jewish educational institution that
focuses on the study of traditional religious texts,
primarily the Talmud and Torah study) in Queens.
What an experience... complete with gaping holes in
his second floor classroom, disinterested students,
and rats scurrying about on occasion– that turned
out to be.

“I was asked to come back and teach in
September; however, my journey was to take me in
another direction,” writes the author.

He and the family returned to Canada to take over
the principalship of the Akiva Academy in Calgary.
It was the young man’s “trial by fire.”

“All that I accomplished today I owe to the valu-
able lessons I learned in the most difficult times of
my life as a principal in Calgary,” Glogauer asserts.
“For over two years, there was every reason to keep

working and hoping. By two and half years, I had no choice but to move
on.”

Along the way, he managed to gain his credentials as an ordained
Orthodox rabbi while studying in both New York and Israel.

“My most valuable training comes from reflecting upon all the individ-
ual lessons in my modest education career, ... The classroom has been my
sanctuary and the students I have been privileged to teach have given me
life perspective and the internal drive to push forward and never give up,”
Glogauer writes in the Epilogue– Children and Builders.

That’s good advice for anyone. 

STEWART ELSTON
Alternate Broker 
Powell Property Group
Winnipeg REALTORS® 2016 President

204-781-9999
stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 



patients desperate for stem cell
transplants, including 55
Canadians.

Dr. Brent Schacter described his
own personal involvement with Ezer Mizion, noting that one of his
own patients received a stem cell transplant from an Israeli donor.

Schacter explained though that “young, healthy donors” are need-
ed for stem cell transplants, since the stem cells from anyone over
45 are “somewhat decrepit”.

“Anyone under the age of 45 should be calling the Canadian
Blood Service to be on the (Canadian) bone marrow registry,”
Schacter added.

“It’s an easy swab” (taken from inside one’s cheek) and, if you
should be called upon to donate stem cells, “you spend a day in a
chair donating”.

Libby Goszer told her own heart-rending story of how close she
came to dying when she herself developed acute leukemia in 2006.

“One moment I was a confident professional, wife and mother;
the next moment I was in an isolation room…After treatment, I was
given a 60 percent chance my leukemia would return – and it did.
I needed a perfect stem cell donor match.”

In November 2008, fortunately, that perfect match was found in
Ezer Mizion’s registry. Transplant recipients aren’t able to find out
the names of their donors until a year after having received their transplant
but, waiting on the surgical bed that day in November, Goszer said she was
overjoyed when she “saw a woman come in carrying a bag of stem cells. It
never occurred to me though that bag had been transferred all the way from
Israel.”

In 2012 Libby “learned about the donor’s identity” and in 2013 she and
her family flew to Israel to meet her donor, whose name was Moshe, along
with his immediate family. 

“They (Moshe and his family) were as excited to meet me as I was to
meet him,’ Goszer said. “From the darkness of a life-threatening illness has
emerged a set of relationships between Moshe, his family, and my family.”

In closing, Goszer urged members of the audience to think of this “night
as a night of solidarity where we as Jews will be reminded that we will do
what we can to take care of one another.”

Finally, Solly Dreman took to the podium to explain his own personal
involvement with Ezer Mizion. He says that it began by chance on a golf

course in Israel, when
he happened to hear
about all the good
work Ezer Mizion
does. Dreman decided
to take up the cause of
boosting the organiza-
tion – and he put his
money where his
mouth is by personal-
ly donating $180,000.

But Dreman’s con-
nection to Winnipeg
has remained strong
even though he has
been living in Israel

s i n c e
1964. He noted that “in the Six-Day War Winnipeggers donat-
ed more per capita than any other city in North America.”

“We decided this is a cause that can’t be postponed,” Dreman
continued. “We were told that no one was going to come, no
one was going to support us – that we were the new kid on the
block… We expected a crowd of 80; 162 are here.”

Orly Dreman followed her husband, noting that, as a result of
the donation to Ezer Mizion made by Solly and her, “we were
delighted to hear the news that in April a transplant was per-
formed from someone who was part of the pool we helped
start.” 

To find out more about Ezer Mizion, visit
www.Ezermizion.ca or call Dan Rand at 647-799-1475.

AFIK KAROSH
young Israeli soldier whose stem cell
donation saved a Canadian Jew’s life
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Ezer Mizion
Continued from page 3.

OFRA KONIKOFF
Chief Bone Marrow Coordinator

for Ezer Mizion

DOV KORKH & ALLA GOLINKIN from
Grandma Alla's Kitchen at the Jewish
Learning Centre prepared the food for the
gala.

Jewish Community float 
in Pride Parade

A week of activities celebrating diversity and inclusion
for members and supporters of the LBGTQ2+ communi-
ty culminating in the Pride Parade on June 2 took place
beginning with a Pride Shabbat dinner on May 24 (as
reported in our May 29 issue). 

Pride Week activities were supported by the Rady
JCC, Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, The Asper
Foundation and CIJA.


