
NEWS ANALYSIS
Israel facing tough choices 

on Gaza as criticism of 
blockade mounts 

By LESLIE SUSSER
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Despite the international outcry following

last week’s lethal confrontation between Israeli commandos and
militant pro-Palestinian activists aboard a Turkish vessel carrying
humanitarian aid to Gaza, Israel insists its naval blockade of the
Hamas-ruled territory is justified and will continue.

But even Israel’s closest allies backing the blockade as a legitimate
means of cutting off weapons supplies to the Hamas regime, with
which Israel is in an official state of belligerency, have been critical
of the wider siege, which they say is hurting the people of Gaza far
more than their fundamentalist rulers.

The new international predicament in which Israel finds itself rais-
es a number of fundamental questions: How necessary is the block-
ade and how effective has it been? Why was it imposed in the first
place? Why was it accompanied by a wider siege blocking civilian
goods and movement? And what should Israel do in the face of the
storm of international protest?

The blockade-siege in its present form was imposed in June 2007
after Hamas violently expelled the secular Fatah leadership from
Gaza and seized power from President Mahmoud Abbas’
Palestinian Authority. Israel and Egypt responded by closing land
crossings into Gaza, and Israel reinstituted a naval blockade on the
Gaza coast.

Israel’s rationale was that after hundreds of Hamas-inspired rock-
et attacks, it needed to do whatever it could to keep weapons,
weapons’ manufacturing parts and bunker-building materials out of
Gaza. The siege, which also limited civilian supplies, was intended
to put pressure on Hamas to release captured Israeli soldier Cpl.
Gilad Shalit and possibly even to induce popular rebellion against
Hamas.

In September 2007, following dozens more rocket attacks, Israel
officially declared Gaza “a hostile territory,” buttressing legal justi-
fication for its hostile moves against it.

Moreover, by stifling economic development and living standards
in Gaza while promoting them in the West Bank, Israel was signal-
ing to the Palestinians that Abbas-style coexistence would get them
further than Hamas’ blanket rejectionism.

The Egyptians, concerned that Hamas radicalism could spill over
into their territory, argued that opening their border with Gaza
would imply recognition of the Hamas government and further
undermine the legitimacy of the PA. Formally Egypt insisted on
faithfully carrying out the provisions of a November 2005 agree-
ment that provided for supervision of its Rafah crossing point with
Gaza by PA and European monitors, a provision rejected by Hamas.

The 2005 “Agreement on Movement and Access” was meant to
put the finishing touches on Israel’s unilateral pullout from Gaza
two months earlier. Brokered by the United States, the aim was to
ease the movement of people and goods in and out of Gaza and
thus enhance Palestinian productivity.

Under its terms, the main land crossing points at Rafah, Kerem
Shalom and Karni would be fully opened. There was no thought at
the time of a naval blockade. On the contrary, work on a feasibility
study for an independent Palestinian deepwater port in Gaza was
under way.

Dov Weissglas, then Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s right-hand
man, says that with Israel out of Gaza, the Palestinians promised an
economic miracle, arguing that without the occupation to hold
them back, they would show the world what Palestinians could do
if given a chance and turn Gaza into a new Singapore.

According to Weissglas, plans for five-star hotels along the coast
and an airport at Dahaniya were far advanced, with former World
Bank President James Wolfensohn, then the international Quartet’s
special representative, playing a leading role. The idea was to
underpin peace between Gaza and Israel through economic
progress, much like in the West Bank today. The Hamas takeover,
however, put an end to the Singapore dream.

Stepped-up Hamas rocket attacks on Israeli civilians eventually
led to Operation Cast Lead, the Israeli land invasion of Gaza in
December 2008. After the war ended a month later, Israel’s main
concern was to prevent Hamas from rearming.

Talk at the time had German, French and British ships patrolling
the Gaza coast to prevent arms smuggling. But
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Community news

By MYRON LOVE
Close to 1,500 people

turned out on Tuesday, June
1, to honour Tova and Larry
Vickar, this year’s Negev Gala
honorees.

“We are overwhelmed and
humbled,” said Larry Vickar,
speaking for Tova and himself
in accepting the award.
“Many illustrious individuals
have stood in this place
before us and we are proud
to now be in their company,”

One of those previous hon-
orees, Vickar noted, was his
father, Norman, who recently
celebrated his 93rd birthday
and was in the audience
along with Larry’s mother,
Florence.

In his remarks, the
Honourable Philip Lee,
Manitoba’s Lieutenant-
Governor, described Tova
and Larry as two of
Winnipeg’s greatest citizens. He noted that their contributions to the
community cut across ethnic and religious boundaries. Illustrative of
that was the presence in the audience of people from a variety of dif-
ferent ethnic groups. Among the many community organizations they
support either through their own initiative or through their auto deal-
erships (Vickar Community Chevrolet, Vickar Mitsubishi and Waverley
Mitsubishi) are the St. Boniface Hospital Foundation, The Kidney
Foundation, Cancer research, the Transcona Rotary Club, Ducks
Unlimited, the Kinsmen, the Salvation Army and L’Arche. 

Tova and Larry have built up a
particularly strong rapport with
Winnipeg’s growing Filipino
community. Two years ago, Larry
and Tova participated in a
Manitoba Trade Mission to the
Philippines. They support a
Habitat for Humanity-style pro-
gram in conjunction with the
Transcona Rotary Club (of which
Larry is a past president) in the
Philipppines as well as local
Filipino fundraising events. Last
June, Tova and Larry was hon-
oured by the Philippine
Canadian Centre of Manitoba for
their good works.

In the Jewish community, Tova
and Larry have served as leaders
of the Combined Jewish Appeal
campaign. They have led two
Federation missions to Israel.
Larry is a member of the execu-
tive of the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba. And they support
numerous other Jewish organiza-

tions.
And the myriad of little noticed kindnesses they do for individuals

also is a gauge of their characters. As Negev Gala co-chairs Hope and
Howard Morry noted, Tova and Larry have helped countless new-
comers to our community get a start here.

“Tova has never forgotten the warm welcome she received when
she moved here from Israel,” Hope Morry noted. 

And Larry himself is an “immigrant” from Melfort, Saskatchewan,
Howard Morry added.

In his remarks, Larry spoke of his and Tova’s last visit to Israel last
January as participants in the 2010 Manitoba-Israel Water experts
Symposium.

The Vickars also visited the site of the Alexander River Restoration
Project towards which funds from the gala are being directed. “We
chose to support this project,” Vickar said, “because, in auto industry
terms, it is firing on all cylinders. It involves creating new wetlands,
sewage recycling, active co-operation between Israelis and
Palestinians (the Alexander River flows from the West Bank through
Israel to the Mediterranean) and a peace park for both Palestinians
and Israelis to enjoy.”

There were greetings and words of praise for Larry and Tova also
from Manitoba Premier Greg Selinger and Mayor Sam Katz.

By MYRON LOVE
More than 50 Russian Jewish

immigrant seniors will have to
find other alternatives for
improving their English after the
federal government cut funding
for their weekly English language
classes at the Campus. The
seniors got the news at their
wind-up for the summer at the
end of May.

The federal cuts affect not only
the Campus program but also 20
other seniors “English as an
Additional Language” program
across the city, says Amanda
Macrae, the CEO of Age &
Opportunity Inc. which was co-
ordinating the programs.

“It’s a shift in the government’s
priorities,” Macrae says. “We
were informed verbally in
January and by letter in February.
The $100,000 reduction affects
programs like ours across the
country.”

The government, she says,
wants to allocate more money to

EAL programs for younger immi-
grants that will help them find
employment and contribute to
the economy.

“We are looking at some alter-
natives, such as a shorter pro-
gram that would focus on need-
to-know material such as safety,
transportation, taxes and money,
the law and healthcare,” Macrae
says.

Emily Shane, the Jewish Child
and Family Service’s executive
director, notes that her organiza-
tion is also looking for alternative
funding or means to carry on the
Russian Jewish seniors program. 

“I hope we will be able to con-
tinue this program at some
level,” she says.

She notes that transportation is
a major issue. The students, she
points out, live in a number of
different areas throughout the
city and transportation had been
arranged for all of them to be
brought to the Campus for the
classes.
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Community news

By MYRON LOVE
Growing up Jewish in the

1940s and ‘50s in Winnipeg was,
for many, an idyllic experience. It
was a time of innocence before
drugs and AIDS and the 24-hour
news cycle.

“It was a privilege growing up
when and where we did,” said
Gerry Posner.

Posner was one of 18 Jewish
Winnipeggers and former
Winnipeggers featured in a video
made two years ago at a joint
65th birthday celebration for 85
current and former Jewish
Winnipeggers that Posner helped
organize.

On Monday, June 7, that docu-
mentary “Jewish Men and 1942
and 1943”, was screened by the
Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada at the Berney
Theatre for an enthusiastic crowd that filled the theatre. The intervie-
wees included Posner, Jack London (the MC for the evening), Dan
Finkleman, Sheldon Gilman, Enoch Padolsky, Michael Nozick, Rubin
Todres, Irv Tessler, Mel Fogel, David Rich, Sid Rabinovitch, Harvin
Pitch, Bernie Rasch and Earl Barish.

The interviewees fondly recalled going out and playing hockey in
freezing weather, hanging out with friends both Jewish and non-
Jewish, the YMHA and AZA clubs, the teen dances (“It was very
important to have a date,” Rabinovitch recalled) and, for Jack London,
hanging out at Nordic Billiards on Main Street. There was talk of the
perceived differences even back then between North End and South
End Jews. The North End fellows saw themselves as being more inde-
pendent. South End guys thought that North End girls were “fast”.

As for awareness of the Holocaust, the North Enders were more like-
ly to be aware because almost all of the survivors who came to
Winnipeg with their families settled in the North End.

In introducing the documentary, Gerry Posner explained that the
2008 gathering was for men only because, considering how hard it
was to find the men, it would have been that much harder finding
ladies for that era with their married names. 

To partially redress that, the documentary was followed by a panel
discussion featuring four women who also grew up in that era. The
panel members consisted of Ethel (Silver) Amihude and Gerry Popeski
Lomow – who were North End girls – and Joan Schachter Rusen and
Susan Corne Cohen who grew up in the South End. Jack London
served as the facilitator.

Like the men of ’42 and ’43, the ladies
(who are all a little younger) also fondly

remembered growing up Jewish in Winnipeg in the 1940s and ‘50s.
“We grew up in a cushioned environment,” said Susan Cohen. “We
felt safe and protected.”

Joan Rusen added that “we could go anywhere by ourselves”.
They talked about the Y and the clubs and dating. “We used to com-

pete to see who could go out on the most dates,” Rusen recounted. “I
could have up to four dates on a Saturday night.”

“We had to be concerned about our reputation,” Lomow noted. “We
would also discuss whether you should kiss on a first date or a third
and when to make out.”

Of course, interdating was out of the question. “There were so many
of us Jewish kids that we didn’t have to look outside our group for
dates,” Rusen said. “We didn’t have to be told not to interdate. We
never even considered it.”

While the ladies were friendly with non Jewish classmates in school,
those friendships never extended beyond the school.

The synagogue was not an important part of their lives. Susan Cohen
attended the Shaarey Zedek mainly because she was friends with
Rabbi Arron’s daughters and she sang in Jack Garland’s choir. Joan
Rusen was part of a Girl Guide group that met at the Shaarey Zedek.

And the South End girls were noticeably more affluent than their
North End contemporaries. Where Rusen and Cohen often got rides to
places they were going, Lomow and Silver either took the bus or
walked. 

Blair sides with Israel on Gaza inspections
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israel has the right to

inspect what goes into Gaza, Middle East
mediator Tony Blair told an Israeli television
station. 

Blair, the Quartet representative to the
Middle East, met Tuesday in Jerusalem with
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and
Defense Minister Ehud Barak. 

They reportedly discussed fallout from last
week’s interception by Israel of a Gaza-bound
flotilla that resulted in the deaths of nine pas-
sengers. 

“There’s no question that there are rockets
fired from Gaza and that there are people in
Gaza who want to kill innocent Israelis,” Blair
told Israel’s Channel 10 Tuesday night. 

“When it comes to security, I’m 100 percent
on Israel’s side. Israel has the right to inspect
what goes into Gaza.” 

Blair added that he believes that Israel
should lift its blockade on Gaza. 

He also called for a “full and impartial” investigation into the flotil-
la incident with “some sort of international element.” 

Flotilla deaths reportedly causing 
anti-Semitic uptick in France

PARIS (JTA) – Several anti-Semitic acts have been reported in France
since Israel’s interception of a Gaza-bound flotilla. 

Between May 31 and June 8, 18 anti-Semitic acts including violence
against individuals, the defacing of Jewish institutions, and throwing
Molotov cocktails at and threats to bomb a synagogue were reported
to the Jewish Community Protection Service, according to a report
issued by the group. The group works in cooperation with France’s
Interior Ministry. 

In some instances, such as in the southern town of Grenoble, where
a Jewish school was attacked with stones and its doors rammed, the
incidents took place immediately following protest marches against
Israel’s early-morning raid of a Gaza-bound flotilla on May 31. 

One crowd of 700 anti-Israel protesters in Strasbourg “wanted to
head toward the synagogue, with cries of ‘Death to Israel’ and ‘Israel
Assassins,’ ” according to the report. 

The police prevented the mob from reaching the synagogue in the
city, which closely borders Germany. 

In another case, a man demanded to know which passengers on a
Paris suburban subway were Jewish, and one Jewish male victim was
punched twice in the temple, according to the report. 

The assailant had said, “I don’t like Jews, and I’m going to hit you,”
adding later, “did you see what your cousins did in Gaza?” 

The number of anti-Semitic acts in France spiked during the Gaza
war at the end of December 2008 and into January 2009. 

Fallout to the flotilla

Evening of nostalgia rekindles memories of a more innocent time

TONY BLAIR:
“When it comes to
security, I’m 100
percent on Israel’s
side.”

GERRY POSNER (left), organizer of “Jewish Men of 1942/43”
evening with JERRY COHEN.

JACK LONDON emceed “Jewish men
of 1942/43” evening.

(Cont. on page 8. See “Growing up Jewish”.)



“Nuance” and “moderation” are two words
that are in short supply when it comes to dis-
cussing recent events.

First, there was Israel’s disastrous raid on the
“flotilla”. In a day and age when every little
action undertaken by Israel is examined
under a microscope by the world’s media, the
outpouring of rage leveled against Israel was
matched only by the uncategorical support

that Israel’s defenders rushed to mount on her behalf.
I imagine that most readers of this paper who have e-mail addresses

and who keep up with Israel events would have been deluged with
articles purporting to provide a solid defence for Israel’s actions.

As more details leak out day by day, however, it is still almost impos-
sible to know what happened on the Mavi Marmara on May 31. What
we do know is that Israel has suffered irreparable harm to her image,
and that the repercussions that are being felt and will be felt are dead-
ly serious. Swedish dockworkers are refusing to unload cargo from
Israeli ships; Britain’s largest trade union has voted to boycott Israeli
products; and a number of musical artists have canceled planned
appearances in Israel. 

(I admit, however, that I had never heard of “The Pixies” - one of the
canceled acts, so I don’t know how big a deal it is that they canceled
their appearance. As for Elvis Costello’s cancellation - his musings on
the subject of his cancellation are so unclear that no one can be sure
why he canceled. Still, what we may never know is how many other
artists who may have considered going to Israel will now reverse
themselves.)

Further, it is not yet clear how the Obama administration’s policy vis-
à-vis Israel has been affected by the incident. What seems apparent,
however, is that a great many American media commentators are now
expressing their frustration with Israel’s behaviour in ways that we
have not seen hitherto.

Yet, within Israel itself, and among a great many of her supporters,
the reaction to events has been largely defiant. There has been a tor-
rent of criticism lashing out at Turkey’s Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan,
for instance, for having become an ally of Iran and Syria, and for hav-
ing allowed an Islamic terrorist organization, known as the IHH, to
infiltrate the Mavi Marmara. Across the internet, Israel’s supporters are
asked to sign petitions, relay e-mails of support, and maintain a stiff
resistance to pressure on Israel to moderate its embargo on Gaza.

But, what of the embargo itself? Granted, Hamas would not lose any
opportunity to arm itself with the most sophisticated Iranian weapon-
ry available and, if the time were right, unleash said weapons on
Israel. That being said, the strictures that Israel has been placing
around Gaza have seemed disproportionate to the threat posed by
Hamas. Also, being critical of Israel’s embargo does not automatical-

ly render one an anti-
Semite.

No doubt, there will
be those reading this
who will be ready to
type out an angry e-
mail denouncing me,
as well, for even hav-
ing the temerity to
suggest that the
embargo has been
misguided. The reali-
ty, however, is that
support for Israel
should not be seen in
terms of  “If you’re not
for us, you’re against
us.”

As I noted at the
beginning of this col-
umn, “nuance” is
something that is in
short supply when it
comes to discussions
of Israel within much
of the Jewish media.

* * * *
Speaking of

“nuance”, how many
times is B’nai Brith in
Manitoba going to
continue to react out
of all proportion to
relatively innocuous

events?
That organization’s most

recent misstep was to single
out a question on a high
school English exam as pos-
sibly causing discomfort to
Jewish students. The ques-
tion was: “Should entertain-
ers use their celebrity to
make the world a better
place?” 

Students were asked to
read pieces by various
entertainers, including
Winnipeg’s own Chantal
Kreviazuk, who happened
to mention something in an
essay she had written some
time ago about the suffering
of children in armed conflicts, including the Gaza Strip.

I must say, I was simply embarrassed to read that, as a result of one
Jewish student’s somehow being caused anguish by that innocuous
reference, B’nai Brith jumped to the fore to castigate the provincial
Department of Education for being so insensitive as to allow
Kreviazuk’s piece to be included on the exam.

At the same time, I was not at all surprised to read that Manitoba’s
Minister of Education, Nancy Allan, immediately reacted to B’nai
Brith’s “concern”, wondering how Kreviazuk’s piece came to be
included on the exam. Politicians these days are so hyper sensitive to
the mere suggestion of racism that they fall all over themselves
attempting to ameliorate issues that are really non-issues. This one def-
initely falls into that category.

Nor, for that matter, is every swastika drawn somewhere in Winnipeg
a matter worth worrying about. Some are - some aren’t. It depends on
the circumstances. A while back we reprinted an editorial from the
National Post in which the writer (who happens to be Jewish) took
B’nai Brith to task for running a scorecard of anti-Semitic “incidents”,
without distinguishing the wheat from the chaff. (Naturally, a
spokesperson for B’nai Brith disagreed in a follow-up letter to this
paper.)

B’nai Brith’s sledgehammer approach to every perceived instance of
anti-Semitism is actually having the opposite effect. Judging by the
Free Press editorial on the subject of the exam question and several
letters to the editor, B’nai Brith hopelessly overreacted in this instance.

To the individuals at B’nai Brith who are responsible for drawing
attention to what are essentially, “non stories”, have you ever heard of
the fable of the “boy who cried ‘wolf’”?

When there are serious issues revolving around anti-Semitism that
should be of concern to Jews, it might be more difficult to rally sym-
pathy from the general public as a result of the silliness displayed over
the exam question. One of those issues, and one that has been delib-
erately downplayed, has been the resistance among certain groups to
having a special Holocaust gallery in the new Museum of Human
Rights. Now, there’s something about which we, as Jews, ought to feel
concern.

* * * *
Finally, a piece that appeared in the New York Review of Books by

Peter Beinart, a professor at City University of New York, has caused
quite a stir within the American Jewish community. In his essay, titled
“The Failure of the American Jewish Establishment”, Beinart suggests
that “non-Orthodox younger Jews, on the whole, feel much less
attached to Israel than their elders,” with many professing “a near-total
absence of positive feelings.”

Beinart goes on to quote from several studies supporting this thesis.
He laments the “illiberal” direction Israel has taken, and the knee-jerk
support Israel’s right-wing leadership receives from the American
Jewish establishment.

This piece is definitely worth reading at
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2010/jun/10/failure-ameri-
can-jewish-establishment/
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Comment
Thank you 

As the end of June approaches and the 2009 – 2010 school year
ends, I wish to extend to you my heartfelt thanks for your contribution
of a class set of The Jewish Post & News to the Gray Academy of
Jewish Education.

My grade 8 Current Events class has become interested in the news
about Israeli, local and national news. This has come about because
the students have had access to your newspaper. They have become
aware of the importance of a heading of an article which draws a
reader to learn more about the topic, and they have studied the Who?
What? Where? When? and Why? concept regarding news articles.

Your generosity is most appreciated and is providing an excellent
tool for learning.

ROCHELLE GAMLIEL

A heart warming story
I wanted to share with the readers a story not too many know of, that

makes me proud as both an Israeli and a Canadian.
The story has to do with the recent visit of the Israeli Prime Minister,

Mr. Netanyahu, to Ottawa, Canada.
I heard of it from a second cousin of mine, a young Israeli, who was

with Mr. Netanyahu in Ottawa, as one of his bodyguards.
Apparently, Mr. Netanyahu, shortly before flying to Ottawa, visited

one of the army bases in Israel.
During the visit he was introduced to one of the soldiers there.

When asked to tell about himself the soldier shared that he is a Jewish
Canadian who was born and raised in Ottawa but volunteered to the
Israeli army when turning eighteen years of age, some two years ago.

When he further suggested that his parents reside in Ottawa and that
he has not seen them for almost a year now, Mr. Netanyahu invited
him to join him on his trip to Ottawa.

Indeed, the soldier flew with Mr. Netanyahu on the Israeli Air Force
1, and while the Prime Minister was meeting with Mr. Harper the sol-
dier got to reunite with his loving parents.

The soldier also came back to Israel with Mr. Netanyahu to return,
rejuvenated, to his duty with the Israeli army.

I am sure all agree with me saying Yishar Kohach to both!
MICHAEL KALO

Reader misunderstood focus of forum
In his letter to the editor of May 19th, 2010  titled “Secular countries

can be racist too” I was surprised to see that George Duravitz had
completely misunderstood the focus of UJPO’s forum ‘Secular
Judaism - A Concept and A Community’.

Our concern was to discuss the development of Jewish secularism,
how it impacted on this community and how it brought into exis-
tence, for many Jews around the world, a new Jewish identification
based on its history and culture. Jewish Secularism continues to have
a profound effect to the present day.

It was never a part of our discussion whether nation states were
either secular or religious. This was not the intent of the forum. Mr.
Duravitz, unfortunately, has diverted attention from a  discussion on
an important historical and cultural renaissance in Jewish history. 

ROZ USISKIN
UJPO

CNN fair and Balanced? Never!
Your comment, 
“Ben Wedeman has enjoyed a happy career being a Palestinian

spokesman,” is unfair, unwarranted and serves only to put him in
greater danger than he already lives in, every day. My comment has
nothing to do with Israel or religion, and one would hope that your
hatred of a complete stranger does not, either. Wedeman was
ASSIGNED BY HIS EMPLOYER to cover Gaza and the West Bank,
because he speaks the language. He was NOT assigned to cover Israel.
It’s quite simple. However, if you were paying attention to the news
rather than stoking up outrage and ire over non-existent motives on the
part of someone you don’t even know, you would have also noticed
that Mr. Wedeman has portrayed Israel very positively on more than
one occasion. Did you see his pieces on the digitization of the Dead
Sea scrolls, or his interviews with a variety of Israeli scholars? I didn’t
think so. Ben Wedeman regularly receives death threats from members
of both “camps.” He has already been shot once in the line of duty
(journalists are not combatants, and they are unarmed). You should be
ashamed of yourself for inciting the kind of anger that puts people like
Wedeman in even greater danger. I’ll be watching your ‘zine to see if
you publish this, but I rather doubt it. My hunch is that you will be fil-
ing it in the trash can, along with any letters from those who are better
informed and/or more compassionate than yourself.

Op-Ed: In defense of the blockade 
By MICHAEL OREN 

WASHINGTON (Jewish Exponent) –
Israel’s interception of the flotilla attempting
to break the Gaza blockade has been the
focus of massive international attention – and
condemnation. In the melee of interviews,
editorials and images, the basic facts of the
incident have often been obscured. Segments
of the American Jewish community were ren-
dered confused and bereft of answers. Why,
many asked, did Israel have to send com-
mandos to assault a peaceful flotilla? Why
were nine passengers killed and many

wounded? And why must Israel blockade Gaza, a densely populated
area notorious for its poverty and devastation? 

For the record, Israel regrets any loss of life or casualties, including the
Israeli soldiers who were beaten, stabbed, shot and pitched over the rail-
ing to a deck many feet below. Israel, moreover, has no desire to worsen
the situation of Gaza’s citizens, whom it hopes will join the peace
process currently under way with the West Bank Palestinian Authority. 

In fact, Israel facilitates more than 100 truckloads of food and med-
icine into Gaza each day, guar-
anteeing that there are no short-
ages of either. Yet Israel has no
choice but to protect its own cit-
izens – and to preserve the peace
process – from the murderous
Hamas regime. 

Hamas, it must be recalled, is a
genocidal organization calling
not only for the destruction of
Israel but the annihilation of the
Jewish people worldwide. Its
gunmen overthrew the legitimate
Palestinian government in the
Gaza Strip, killing hundreds, and
in recent years fired more than
10,000 rockets and mortar shells
at civilian targets in Israel. In
addition to the 1,000 Israelis killed by suicide bombers, most of them
dispatched by Hamas, nearly a million Israelis were threatened with
Hamas missile fire. 

Hamas smuggles rockets and other munitions through crudely dug tun-
nels under the Egyptian border. The process is laborious and the smug-
glers can often be frustrated. If Hamas had access to the sea, freighters
laden with Syrian and Iranian arms would vastly expand its arsenal. 

Hamas, in fact, has tried to receive arm shipments from the sea, only
to be thwarted by Israel. If Hamas had succeeded, virtually every city
in Israel would fall within range. Egypt, too, fears Hamas as a wing of
the militant Muslim Brotherhood and understands that the blockade is
a matter of paramount national security. The Palestinian Authority also
realizes that a resurgent Hamas poses a mortal threat to its survival
and a certain end to the peace process. 

We also cannot forget Gilad Shalit, the Israeli soldier kidnapped by
Hamas and held for four years without a single visit from the Red
Cross or any human rights group. The blockade also is a necessary
means of maintaining pressure on Hamas to release Shalit and reunite
him with his family. 

Prior to the latest incident, Israel intercepted nine flotillas, all of
which submitted without violence. Even in this most recent case, five
of the six ships were peacefully escorted into an Israeli port, where
cargoes were vetted for materials that could possibly strengthen
Hamas. This includes cement, which the organization uses to build
not schools but military installations. The remainder was then trans-
ferred to the people of Gaza. 

The fact that Hamas refused to accept this consignment demonstrat-
ed again that the issue is not humanitarian aid and the welfare of
Gaza’s inhabitants. Rather, Hamas wants to break the blockade in
order to isolate and delegitimize Israel, and to render the Jewish state
vulnerable to a daily hail of rockets. 

The only ship to react violently to Israel’s interception was the
Turkish Mavi Marmara, a vessel under the control of a radical Islamic
charity which, according to the CIA and other international intelli-
gence agencies, is linked to Islamic Jihad and al-Qaida.

In addition to its 600 passengers, the Marmara took on some 70 high-
ly paid mercenaries who boarded the ship at a different port and with-
out any security check. They were armed with dozens of iron bars,
wooden clubs, knives and possibly guns. Once on deck, they chanted
an Islamic oath meaning “Death to the Jews,” and as the Israeli Navy
boats approached, they shouted, “Jews go back to Auschwitz!” 

(Cont. on page 27. See “In defense of the blockade”.)

Ed note: The following letter came in response to an article posted
on our website that is critical of CNN Israel correspondent Ben
Wedeman. (The writer of the letter did not sign his or her name.)

Israeli Ambassador
to the United States

MICHAEL OREN

In fact, Israel facilitates
more than 100 truckloads

of food and medicine
into Gaza each day,

guaranteeing that there
are no shortages of

either. Yet Israel has no
choice but to protect its

own citizens – and to
preserve the peace
process – from the
murderous Hamas

regime.



This is traditional-
ly the time of year
when awards are
given out and indi-
viduals recognized
for their career
achievements and
contributions to the
c o m m u n i t y .
Generally, these
honours come as a
pleasant and unan-
ticipated surprise to
the honorees.

Thus, Ros Silver
was “shocked” to
have received the
province’s 2010
Active Living Award
as the Most Active
senior in her age
category (85 and
up), Murray
Greenfield was “sur-
prised and hon-
oured” to have
received Travel
Manitoba’s Service
Excellence Award
and both Justice
Marshall Rothstein
and Dr. Michael
Rachlis expressed
themselves both
“humbled and grati-
fied” to have been
awarded honorary
degrees from the
University of
Manitoba as part of
the university’s
Spring Convocation
ceremonies.

“It’s nice to be rec-
ognized in your
hometown and by
your peers,” said
Rachlis. “It’s also
nice having the
work I do in trying
to maintain and
modernize our
Medicare system
recognized.”

Rachlis was born
in Winnipeg, Manitoba in 1951 and graduat-
ed from the University of Manitoba Medical
School in 1975. He interned at McMaster

University in
Hamilton and then
practised family
medicine from 1976
to 1984 at the South
R i v e r d a l e
Community Health
Centre in Toronto. He
completed specialty
training in
C o m m u n i t y
Medicine at
McMaster University

from 1984 to 1988.
For the past 20 years or

more, the son of Ruth and
Harry Rachlis has worked as a
private consultant in health
policy analysis. He has con-
sulted to the federal govern-
ment, all ten provincial gov-
ernments, and two royal com-
missions. He also holds asso-
ciate professor appointments
(part-time) with the University
of Toronto Department of
Health Policy, Management,
and Evaluation and the Dalla
Lana School of Public Health.

Rachlis has lectured widely
on health care issues. He has
been invited to make presen-
tations to committees of the
Canadian House of
Commons and the Canadian
Senate as well as the United
States House of
Representatives and Senate.
He is a frequent media com-
mentator on health policy
issues and the author of three
national bestsellers about
Canada’s health care system.
HarperCollins published his
third book, Prescription for
Excellence: How Innovation
is Saving Canada’s Health
Care System, in paperback in
March 2005. 

In his address to this year’s
University of Manitoba
Faculty of Medicine graduat-
ing class (one of whose mem-
bers, he notes, was his cousin
Norm Promislow’s son
Steven) on June 1, Rachlis
provided an overview of the
development of Medicare in
Canada and the benefits that
our healthcare system has
brought us.

“Medicare does have its
problems, though,” he noted.
“We don’t wait for emergency
care but too many Canadians
wait too long for doctor
appointments, diagnostic
tests, and elective proce-
dures.”

He suggested that
Medicare’s failings result from
a failure to fully implement
Tommy Douglas’s vision. “In
1982, Douglas told a meeting
in Montreal that removing the
financial barriers between the
provider of health care and

the recipient is a minor matter, a matter of
law, a matter of taxation,” Rachlis said. “The
real problem is how to reorganize the health
delivery system. We have a health delivery
system that is lamentably out of date. In
Douglas’s vision for the Second Stage of
Medicare, we empower patients and families
to be active participants in their own care. I
encourage you, the class of 2010, to com-
plete Tommy Douglas’ work and implement
Medicare’s second stage. Let us reaffirm his
vision of social justice and let us finally re-
organize the health care delivery system so it
is easier for doctors and other caregivers to
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Myron LoveSocial Notes

BIRTH  ANNOUNCEMENT

BILLINKOFF

Yolanda and Lee and brother Jake are thrilled to
announce the birth of COLE STEFAN on May 19,
2010 in Toronto. Cole weighed 8 lbs 14 oz.

Grandparents Corinne and David Billinkoff, Ilana
Daczjman and Marjorie and Wes Rubinsztajn are
delighted with their new grandson.

How lucky for Cole to have proud great-grand-
parents Betty Greenfeld and Jerzy Rubinsztajn and
many excited aunts, uncles and cousins.

Cole is named inloving memory of a very special
person, his great Babi Stefanie Rubinsztajn.

A heartfelt thank you to Dr. Sari Kives for her
ongoing care and support.

• 1 Day Repairs
• Name Pendants
• Chai's & Mezzuzot
• Diamonds & Gold
• Movado • Tag • Bulova
• Watch Repairs

CALL OR VISIT

CUSTOM JEWELLERY
DESIGNS

194 Osborne St. 949-0715

FREE DELIVERYON ORDERSOVER $75E

New, Used & Rental Walkers, Scooters, Lift Chairs, Wheelchairs,
Bath Aides & Other Aides for Daily Living.

NEW PRIDE SCOOTERS AND LIFTCHAIRS

Mention this ad & receive 10% off 
the rental or purchase of any item

551 Osborne
453-6473

www.renewmobility.ca

University of Manitoba bestows honorary awards
on former Winnipeggers Rachlis, Rothstein

OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE

DR. MICHAEL RACHLIS: “It’s nice
to be recognized in your hometown
and by your peers.”

MARSHALL ROTHSTEIN: “I espe-
cially appreciate being recognized
by my alma mater.”

(Cont. on page 7. See “Myron Love”.)

HARVEY SECTER: First convocation
as U of M Chancellor.



provide the excel-
lent care all
Canadians deserve.”

* * *
Marshall Rothstein received his honorary

degree on June 3. “I especially appreciate
being recognized by my alma mater,” said the
University of Manitoba Law graduate (1966).
He practised primarily transportation and
competition law and was a partner with the
Winnipeg law firm of Aikins, MacAulay &
Thorvaldson. He was also a lecturer in trans-
portation law at the University of Manitoba
1970-’72.

In 1992, he was appointed to the Federal
Court Trial Division, ex officio member of the
Court of Appeal, and appointed to the Court
Martial Appeal Court of Canada. In 1999, he
was appointed a Judge of the Federal Court of
Canada, Appeal Division. In 2006, he was appointed to the Supreme
Court of Canada.

In his address to the graduating students, Rothstein first congratulat-
ed Harvey Sector, the University of Manitoba’s newly-installed chan-
cellor. “Harvey and I grew up as neighbours on Campbell Street in the
1950s,” Rothstein recalled. “As he has in all of his prior careers,
Chancellor Sector will make an enormous contribution to the success
of this great Manitoba institution.”

Rothstein talked about how people become successful. He referred
to “Outliers”, a book on the subject written by Canadian author
Malcolm Gladwell.

“Gladwell noted that extremely successful people, like Bill Gates or
the Beatles, at key stages in their lives had people around (such as par-
ents and teachers) to help them make the best of their talents. No one
– not rock stars, not professional athletes, not software billionaires, and
not even geniuses – ever makes it alone, he wrote,” Rothstein said.

“All of you have had a break of this kind. You were born into cir-
cumstances that provided you with the opportunity to obtain the edu-
cation that your new diplomas symbolize. Whether in the form of
encouraging parents, or good local schools, or inspirational mentors,
the tools you needed to reach university were made available to you.
Not everyone is so fortunate. So never lose sight of how lucky you are
to be here.”

He also described what Gladwell called the “ten thousand hour
rule”. “Very successful people work very, very hard,” Rothstein said.
“The Beatles spent 10,000 hours performing in small clubs in
Germany before perfecting the sound that made them famous. Bill
Gates spent 10,000 hours as a teenager programming a computer
owned by his high school. Getting access to the computer was a lucky
break, but Gates still worked tremendously hard to make the most of
it.”

Rothstein illustrated Gladwell’s theses with a story from his career.
“When I finished law school, I got the break of being hired by Arthur
Mauro, when he was still in private practice,” Rothstein recounted.
“Among Arthur’s many other accomplishments, in later years he
became the chancellor of this university. When I went to work for him,
he practised transportation law, and he was the best. Now, in his prac-
tice many of the cases were not in Winnipeg. So I would accompany
him to Edmonton or Nova Scotia or Ottawa as his junior. I couldn’t
believe how hard Art worked. We’d be in a hearing all day and imme-
diately after, would go to the hotel and start preparing for the next day.
Working until one or two in the morning – no time off for dinner. I
don’t know exactly how long we spent in those hotel rooms, but it cer-
tainly felt like ten thousand hours. But, the reward was in the hearing
the next day, when Art performed a brilliant cross-examination or
argument.

“He is one of the smartest people I have ever known. And working
for him taught me two things. First, I learned that it is important to
have a good mentor – someone to teach you, to guide you, to bring
you along in your career. The second thing I learned is that being
smart doesn’t do all of it. You have to spend time at each task in order
to do it well. More time than I had believed would be necessary when
I was at university.”

Rothstein’s last point was to caution the students against taking any-
thing for granted. “You have your education, but success in your work-
ing career will depend not just on education,” he said. “Experience is
critical. So guard against developing a sense of entitlement based on
your education. Be mindful that you still have a lot to learn.”

* * *
Murray Greenfield’s working relationship with Folklorama began in

high school when he began volunteering for Shalom Square. While he
was going to university, he volunteered at Folklorama’s head office. 

”After I received my Bachelor of Commerce Degree in 1992,
Folklorama hired me for the summer,” he says. “That turned into a
seven month contract. And I am still here.”

Greenfield is Folklorama’s Tourism Marketing Director. He was the

founder of the Tourism
Awareness Network of
Manitoba and served as
President of the organization
for ten years. He is also a past
president of Team Canada, a
national tourism promotion
association. 

“This was the first time that
I was nominated for the
award,” Greenfield says.
“There were two other final-
ists who were also well
deserving of the award. It was
an honour to be chosen.”

The Travel Manitoba
Awards were presented on
May 27.

* * *
Ros Silver received her

award on June 6. While there
were other active seniors -
with impressive resumes -

nominated, she thinks that she was chosen not only because she keeps
physically fit by swimming 20 laps three times a week (at the Rady
Centre), but also because of the volunteer work that she has done over
the past 25 years. She
has served as a tour
guide at Dalnavert
and at the former
Marion and Ed Vickar
Jewish Museum of
Western Canada and
helped teachers at
the Gray Academy
(where her daughter,
Rochelle Gamliel, is
a long-time teacher)
in the ESL program.
For 20 years, she and
her late husband,
Meyer (who passed
away last December)
delivered Meals on
Wheels. And most of
all, she is one of a
core of ladies at the
Chavurat Tefila
Synagogue who pre-
pare the weekly
Shabbat kiddushes
and yearly fundrais-
ing dinners and teas,
an activity she has
been involved in
almost since the
Synagogue was
founded close to 40
years ago.

Mazel Tov to all the
honorees. 
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Myron Love
(Cont. from page 6.)

MURRAY GREEN-
FIELD received
Travel Manitoba’s
Service Excellence
Award. 

ROS SILVER with Active Living
Award certificate given by the
Province of Manitoba.

Mazel Tov Bella and Danny:
Mom, Dad, Sabta, Saba 

After 30 long years of owning 
Myer’s Deli, we are proud of 

all your hard work, 
community dedication, 
the love and the care 

you gave us all! 
May your next chapter bring you 

joy, relaxation, adventure, 
and health. 

Love, your family!



“After a bar or bat mitzvah at the
Shaarey Zedek, a group of us North
End kids would walk home,”
Amihude recalled.

Lomow noted that she envied the South End girls’ wardrobes. “They
had nicer clothes than we did,” she said. “I aspired to their
wardrobes.”

One member of the audience noted that not only was there a north-
south divide but there was also a division in the Jewish community in
the North End between those who lived west of Main – the area with
the greater Jewish population - and those who lived east of Main.

Amihude also noted that in that era no one left home before they
were married.

“There was a pride in being from Winnipeg,” recalled Jack London.
“A disproportionate number of people from Winnipeg went on to

enjoy enormous success.”
“The possibilities seemed limit-

less.”
While the possibilities for

young Jewish men may have
been limitless, the same couldn’t
be said for Jewish women grow-
ing up in that era. As with most
women of that time, recalled
Ethel Amihude, only certain
fields (home economics, teach-
ing or nursing) were open to
Jewish women. “We were
expected to get married,” she said.

Gerry Lomow added that her mother told her that she had to go to
university to find a husband. “She said that with a univer-
sity degree, I would be able to read recipes with more
intelligence.”

Joan Rusen’s parents seem to have been exceptions
though. “My mom always told me that I could be any-
thing that I wanted to be,” she recalled.
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Growing up Jewish
(Cont. from page 3.)

NORMAN GLASS (left) and LARRY HECHT

SHELDON MINDELL (left) and ABE ANHANG

Panelists at “Jewish Men of 1942/43” evening from left: ETHEL (SILVER)
AMIHUDE, SUSAN (CORNE) COHEN, JOAN (SCHACHTER) RUSEN and GERRY
(POPESKI) LOMOW.

FIVIE GUNN and FRED SWITZER

Gerry Lomow added that
her mother told her that

she had to go to
university to find a

husband. “She said that
with a university degree,
I would be able to read

recipes with more
intelligence.”



By MYRON LOVE
If you want a solid

investment that
guarantees a steady
return, then gold is
not the answer.

When you buy
stock, you are
investing in an enter-
prise that generates
products of value,
noted financial advi-
sor Dave Holt.
“Bonds are also a
stable investment.
But gold is a com-
modity. It doesn’t
generate any eco-
nomic growth. In
uncertain economic
times, when the market is down, the value of gold goes up. But over
a lengthy period of time, a balanced portfolio based on stocks and
bonds outperforms gold.”

Holt has been working in the financial services sector for 22 years.
He is currently president and CIO of Harrow Partners Ltd. On Tuesday,
June 8, he addressed an audience of accountants, lawyers and others
involved in financial management attending the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba’s annual Professional Advisory Seminar. His topic: “Golden
Opportunities: Do They Really Exist?”

Holt began his address with an overview of the history of money
from barter to metals to coinage and paper. The American government
established the Gold Standard in 1834, he noted. The government
pegged the value of an ounce of gold at $20.67 U.S.

The idea is that where the value of money is based on a fixed rate
for gold, it allows for smooth trading relations between countries who
buy into the system, Holt explained. And, because the amount of gold
is finite, the system discourages inflation.

For the most part, he pointed out, the Gold Standard remained in
effect more or less for more than 135 years. One major change came
about in the early 1930s when President Roosevelt, in an effort to stop
speculation in gold, outlawed the private ownership of gold in
America. The government confiscated all gold – paying out $20.67
U.S. an ounce – and revalued the American dollar at $35 an ounce.

“The experiment failed,” Holt said. “The Gold Standard was tem-
porarily abandoned. The economy inflated to generate more money to
pay for the costs of war. International trade floundered due to wildly
fluctuating exchange rates.”

After the war, Holt continued, the victorious U.S. gathered a group
of seven other Western countries to set new standards for world trade.
The Gold Standard was re-established and the American dollar
became the base currency for fixed exchange rates – with a small
amount of room for fluctuations.

“It was a false system though, built on the understanding that the
price of gold would remain steady,” Holt said. “In the 1950s and ‘60s,
speculation began to drive the price of gold higher. Then the Vietnam
War forced the American Government to spend a lot more money. The
Americans didn’t have enough gold to back up their spending. Rather
than supporting the growing American deficit, the French pulled out

of the Gold Standard in 1967 and the British in 1968. President Nixon
pulled the American dollar off the Gold Standard in 1971.”

Holt noted that the current price of gold is $1,240 U.S. – which
means that the value of the American dollar in gold is .02 grams.

Holt suggested that it is possible to make money investing in gold
but that depends entirely at what price you are able to buy it and if
you can find someone else out there who is willing to pay you more
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I have been an investor in Romspen managed first mortgages for over 25 years.

Not only has the unfailing income that I receive every month from Romspen

enabled me to enjoy a secure lifestyle, it allows me to enjoy the fruits of my 

success with my children and grandchildren. Looking towards the future, 

I cannot overstate how important it is to invest with people who have a track

record of proven performance and specifically in income producing investments.

Pegi Gross, Media Executive

Learn more by visiting the Romspen website. Call for an information package.

162 Cumberland Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3N5

1.800.494.0389

www.romspen.com

Romspen investments allow me to enjoy the fruits of my success.

Investing gold purely speculative, investment advisor tells Jewish Foundation seminar

DAVE HOLT, speaker at Jewish Foundation
professional adviser seminar.

(Cont. on page 13. See “Jewish Foundation seminar”.)
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Every year as the third Sunday in June
approaches  I try to think of  a nice meal to
create for the DADster.  Generally speaking
most fathers enjoy their meat and potatoes so
planning a barbeque is the easiest way to sat-
isfy them.  Whether it is chicken, ribs or steak
there is something about a barbeque on an
early summer evening that makes the cele-
bration. Of course besides the food what is

truly important is to spend time with dad and make sure he realizes
how much he is appreciated. Happy Father’s Day to all the wonderful
dads out there.

Kosher meat ribs will need tenderizing before grilling on a bar-
beque. I use a pre baking or pre steaming method to make the meat
tender.

1. Prep the meat using a dry rub or a marinade, letting the flavour
build up as long  as you can, at least several hours.

2. Dry method. Lay the meat on a cookie sheet and place in oven at
300 for 2 hours or until showing signs of being done.

3. Wet method.  Lay the meat on a wire rack in a low sided roasting
pan. Add just enough water to cover the bottom of the pan without
touching the meat. Loosely tent the pan with foil and bake 300 in
oven until signs that it is done.

4. Time now to grill .  Bbq  both dry or wet method over direct heat
6 to 8 minutes a side or less so they pick up the lovely grill marks and
delicious bbq aroma. Slather with a sauce right at the end.

5. If you have a large group of people coming over for dinner then
you can perform steps 1,2, and 3 ahead of time. After baking the meat
wet or dry, let cool down and place in a plastic wrap and refrigerate
overnight.

6. When the crowds come just bring the meat to room temperature
and head for the grill. 

* * *
KOSHER MEAT MARINADE
1 lb. Chuck or rib maet
1/2 tsp baking soda
1/2 tsp sugar
1 tbsp white wine
2-3 tbsp red wine vinegar
1 tsp olive oil
1/2 cup soy sauce
Fresh garlic and pepper
1 tsp dried oregano

Mix above together and rub into the meat and marinate overnight for
several hours.

* * *
TEX MEX SPICE RUB

1/4 cup paprika

2 tbsp ground cumin
2 tbsp ground coriander
2 tbsp ground pepper
2 tbsp dark brown sugar
1 -2 tsp ground chipotle chiles
Or 1 tsp cayenne
2  tsp garlic powder

Place all together in a covered jar and makes 1 cup
TIP

For extra flavour use whole spices 3 tbsp whole seeds each cumin,
coriander and peppercorns

Roast in a small dry skillet over medium heat 2- 3 minutes until
aroma released. Whirl in a food mill or grind with a mortar and pes-
tle. The flavour is worth it.

* * *
MEMPHIS MOP

A mop is a thin basting sauce slopped over ribs during long slow
smoky barbecuing.
1 cup cider vinegar
1/4 cup yellow mustard
1 tsp kosher salt

Combine all ingredients in a small bowl or squirt bottle
Apply desired amount as ribs cook.
Make 1 1/4 cups.

* * *
HOT MOP

1 cup cider vinegar
1 tsp kosher salt
1/2 tsp hot red pepper flakes]1/2 black pepper
1 jalapeno pepper seeded and finely chopped
1/4 finely chopped onion

Combine all ingredients in a small bowl and apply to ribs as they
cook.

* * *
CREAMY SLAW

2 cups shredded red cabbage
1 cup shredded green cabbage
2 medium carrots
1/2 sweet onion
3 tbsp flat Italian parsley chopped

In a large bowl combine the above and toss with creamy dressing

Creamy slaw dressing
1/2 cup mayonnaise
2 tbsp cider vinegar
1 tbsp fresh  lime juice
1 tbsp honey
2 tsp celery seed - optional

Combine and whisk ingredients in a small bowl
* * *

SOBA NOODLE SALAD WITH
SNOW PEAS

This salad pairs crisp snow
peas with slightly chewy soba
noodles, a Japanese staple made
of buckwheat flour.

This salad can be made a day
ahead. Refrigerate noodles snow
peas and dressing separately and
toss before serving.
1/2 lb soba noodles
1/2 lb snow peas
2 tbsp dry sherry
2 tbsp rice vinegar
2 tbsp soy sauce
1 tbsp vegetable oil
1 tbsp sesame oil
2 greens onions sliced thinely
diagonally
2 tbsp toasted sesame seeds

Cook  soba noodles in boiling
water about 6 minutes  and  drain

Trim snow peas  and  blanch in
boiling water for 1 minute. Rinse
with cold water and drain. Cut
diagonally 1” and set aside

In a small bowl whisk rest of
sauces and oils. Toss dressing
with noodles and peas. Garnish
with sliced onions and sesame
seeds.

Recipe

Father’s Day barbeque

By

FRANCINE TELLER
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Irwin Lipnowski

Temple Shalom  
Is please to announce 

A new and segregated Jewish Cemetery 
Alternative as well as Traditional Jewish burial at

Bet Chaim…Mikdash Shalom
On the property of

Chapel Lawn Funeral Home
Proud to Serve in Your Community

4000 Portage Avenue
www.chapellawn.mb.ca

For information call  
453-1625 Temple Shalom

982-8108 Terri Hlady  Chapel Lawn

Temple Shalom Religious School brings another 
successful year to a close

Another school year at Temple Shalom Religious School has come to an
end, with another year full of learning, fun and friendship.

Over the past few months we welcomed back former teacher Jennifer
Curtis-Lane, added teacher Catherine Emanuel, as well as said good bye to
Maxa Sawyer and Alix Tessler. We are very fortunate to have had wonderful
teachers throughout the school year, always keeping excellence in teaching. 

As usual, Cantor Len Udow provided the students with his spiritually
uplifting music, teaching them songs and prayers. Sunday mornings come
home with us when the children hum the melodies he taught them.

Over the year, the school children engaged in fun learning activities. They
celebrated the Jewish Holidays, studied Torah and learnt about Israel, deep-
ening their sense of pride and joy in their Jewish identity.

A highlight of the year was the wonderful Shabbat Service held on May
7th, led by Cantor Len Udow with the school’s participation. A joyous
warmth filled the Sanctuary as the children walked in. All their hard work
preparing for this service proved to be very rewarding. What a great feeling
to see the future of our congregation standing on the bimah, singing and
praying!

The school hallways showcase some of the students’ work throughout the
year, from September’s learning about the High Holidays to the most recent
celebration of Shavuot. Many celebrations included cooking activities, and
the children enjoyed their own take on holiday favourites at snack time.

The students had time for work in their own class and for joint work as
well. Our younger class, Kitah Aleph, made beautiful crafts related to each
theme of study. The older class, Kitah Bet, got the opportunity to reflect on
the meaning of Shabbat. Both classes also enjoyed time together, sharing
exciting activities.

The school celebrated their year of learning with an exciting morning of
bowling. Children, parents and staff had a great time together, sharing fun,
laughter... and pizza!

Judaism is about experiencing, questioning and doing, and that is exact-
ly what happens every Sunday morning here at Temple Shalom Religious
School. Planning for next year is now taking place, and Morah Jennifer and
Morah Catherine have plenty of exciting and engaging Sunday morning
classes in store for the students.

We invite you to bring your children to Temple Shalom’s Religious
School! Non-members are welcome!- Myriam Saitman, School Chair

Services at Temple Shalom . . .
Friday, June 25 at 8:00 PM -Shabbat Service lay led by Ruth Livingston

with Cantor Len Udow and the Friday Night Live Band: Cantor Len Udow:
vocals/guitar; Janet Pelletier-Goetze: vocals/keyboard/clarinet/saxophone;
David Pelletier: drums; John Gosselin: bass

Visit the Temple Shalom website for more information on upcoming
events and services at www.templeshalomwinnipeg.ca 

We are on Facebook and Twitter! www.twitter.com/tshalom1
h t t p : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / p a g e s / Wi n n i p e g - M B / Te m p l e -

Shalom/19869428704?ref=ts

The Presumption of Guilt
My favourite comic character is featured

regularly in the Jerusalem Post’s “Dry Bones”
cartoon. With profound insight, Yaakov
Kirschen, the creator of “Dry Bones, named
his lead character “Schuldig.” For those who
speak neither Yiddish nor German,
“Schuldig” simply means “guilty.”

To be named “Schuldig” is to be branded
“guilty” from the beginning of one’s exis-

tence. Before Schuldig could possibly have done any misdeed, before
he could be charged with the commission of any crime, before he
could contest the charge, a verdict of guilty has been rendered. All
that remains is for Schuldig to be sentenced and for the sentence to be
carried out. The ultimate miscarriage of justice occurs when an
accused is deemed “guilty” before any evidence of the alleged crimi-
nal conduct is adduced, and before the alleged evidence is weighed
and properly tested in a court of law. 

“Schuldig” is a metaphor for Israel today. However reasonable and
justified are the actions taken by Israel, Israel is invariably subjected
to unfair and unbalanced criticism by the media and in the interna-
tional court of public opinion. The deliberate omission of the back-
ground and context that necessitated Israel’s actions reflects a predis-
position to find Israel guilty. 

Consider a few examples of
Israel’s past treatment by the
international court of public
opinion. When Israel con-
structed a security fence to
control the influx of homi-
cide bombers (who were less
accurately called suicide
bombers), this was harshly
condemned by the interna-
tional community with no
consideration given to Israel’s
legitimate need to prevent its
citizens from being blown
apart. 

When Israel eventually reacted to the thousands of rockets that had
been launched at civilian targets from Lebanon and Gaza, following
years of remarkable restraint, patient suffering and forbearance, Israel
was vilified in the media. 

When Israel targeted rocket launchers that were deliberately placed
amongst the launchers’ civilian populations, it was Israel that stood
accused of human rights abuses, not those who used human shields
to forestall retaliation.

Finally, consider the background to Israel’s military operation to
confront the Gaza-bound flotilla. Hamas is a terrorist organization, a
fact recognized by Canada, the U.S., all countries of the European
Union, and Japan. (The U.K. and Australia only classify Hamas’s mil-
itary wing as a terrorist organization). Hamas is at war with Israel and
is in control of Gaza. Hamas rejects Israel’s right to exist and actively
seeks Israel’s destruction. Hamas has abrogated all agreements made
by Fatah on behalf of the Palestinians. Hamas is a proxy for Iran whose
publicly avowed goal is “to wipe Israel off the map.” 

Israel recently intercepted a ship from Iran, destined for Gaza, car-
rying more than one hundred tons of rockets and other lethal
weapons, intended for use in attacking Israel. Given these facts, Israel
certainly had every reason to suspect that the convoy of ships that
sought to break the blockade had more than humanitarian goods on
board. Israel repeatedly warned the flotilla not to proceed to Gaza.
When this warning was disregarded, Israel served notice that the flotil-
la would be diverted to Ashdod, the cargo would be inspected, and
all - but only - humanitarian goods would then be sent to Gaza. 

The clear objective of the pro-Hamas activists was to eliminate
Israel’s partial blockade of Gaza and failing this, to provoke Israel to
take action that would be universally condemned. 

Despite Israel’s best efforts to avoid bloodshed, the violent con-
frontation that greeted its commandos as they attempted to board one
of the ships led to a regrettable loss of life. Responsibility for the car-
nage that ensued should be attributed to the pro-Hamas activists who
responded with violence to the attempt by Israel to inspect their
cargo.

The leaders of Canada and the U.S. deserve high praise for their
implicit expression of confidence in the impartiality and indepen-
dence of Israel’s judicial system, entrusting it with the task of con-
ducting an inquiry into the flotilla incident. 

Based on their respective records, the fairness and impartiality of
Israel’s judicial system stands in sharp contrast to the bias and one-sid-
edness of UN-based inquiries. There is hope that, for once, Schuldig
will be judged on the facts and the evidence and might be found “not
guilty”.

By

IRWIN LIPNOWSKI

When Israel targeted rocket
launchers that were

deliberately placed amongst
the launchers’ civilian

populations, it was Israel
that stood accused of

human rights abuses, not
those who used human

shields to forestall
retaliation.



By SHARON LOVE
The 13th (Bar Mitzvah) conference of the

International Association of Yiddish Clubs
(IAYC) was held from April 23rd to April
26th, 2010 at the Westin Hotel in Millbrae,
just outside of San Francisco. 

Amongst the approximately 200 partici-
pants were Peretz Folk School alumni Cantor
Herschel Fox, Rochelle Zucker, Dr. Sheva
Zucker and Sharon Love.

Washington DC was the site of the first
IAYC conference in June 1993. Since then,
this ongoing event is held every 18 months in
various cities in North America.

This year’s theme was “Yiddish Around the
World.” There were three keynote speakers,
thirty two breakaway sessions, award presen-
tations, fantastic entertainers and exhibitors.

Dr. Sheva Zucker presented her keynote
address “Secular Yiddish Schools of North
America: Reflections of a Former Student “ in
Yiddish on the opening morning. She
described her childhood in a secular Yiddish
home and gave a brief history of the I.L.
Peretz Folk School in Winnipeg, the nature of
Yiddish schools, their curriculum and goals. 

She spoke of both the decline of these
schools and their legacy. Sheva also led a
breakaway session entitled “Yiddish
Resources for Classes and Clubs.”

Another keynote speaker was Dr. Jack
Berger, a University Chemical Engineering
professor whose translations of eight Yizkor
books, from Yiddish and Hebrew into English
are in libraries around the world. He shed
much light on his important work. Dr. Asya
Vaisman gave the third address. 

This 27-year-old past IAYC scholarship
recipient has earned her P.hd degree in
Yiddish from Harvard University. She
described her research about the Yiddish lan-
guage and songs of modern Chasidic women.

It was difficult to choose which breakaway
session to attend with four running concur-
rently. Vivian Felson, a Toronto based transla-
tor and visual artist presented “A Rayze
Durkh Dem Tkhum Hamoyshev.- A Journey
Through the Pale of Settlement”. She talked
about life for Jewish people both inside and
outside the Pale between 1835 and 1917.

Joel Schechter, Professor of Theatre Arts at
San Francisco State University talked about
comic strips in Yiddish newspapers and
humour magazines as far back as the early
1900’s. 

These cartoons reflected current events of
the time. He touched on the history and
development of the popular “Mad Magazine”
with its many references to Yiddish and
Jewish themes. Jews played a pivotal role in
the comic book industry because this area
was “open” to them.

Rochelle Zucker, host of our local Sunday

afternoon Yiddish
Radio Show provid-
ed an overview of
Yiddish radio around
the world. Through
the internet Rochelle
receives material
from musicians
world wide and is in
contact with other
radio hosts.

This writer’s pre-
sentation was
“History of the
Jewish Community
Centre in Tokyo”. An
audience member,
Esther Mester, who
lived with her hus-
band and children in
Tokyo in the late 19
60’s and early 1970’s
commented on the

challenges of living in a foreign country. The
Tokyo JCC did indeed serve as an anchor to
her family at the time.

Evelyn Szelenyi was most inspiring with
“My Journey from Bolivia to Congressman
Tom Lantos”. She was Lantos’ chief of staff in
his Bay area riding from 1979 when he first
ran for Congress until his passing last year. 

Evelyn was born in Berlin in 1935 and,
along with her family, arrived in Bolivia in
1939 on one of the last ships to leave
Germany. They were part of a once thriving
Jewish community there, and moved to San
Francisco in 1953. 

She was approached to work on Lantos’
campaign possibly because of her proficien-
cy in several languages. Lantos was a survivor
from Hungary whose family was saved by
Raoul Wallenberg, the Swedish humanitari-
an. Congressman Lantos was a hawk for Israel
and for democracy.

Cantors Herschel and Judy Fox were the
opening night headliners. Herschel cracked
up the audience with Yiddish jokes. This ener-
getic duo performed both as soloists and
together. Herschel closed with his signature
song, “Vu Ahin Zol Ich Gayn”. He spoke of
his being the son of survivors and sang from
his heart.

Other entertainment included Yiddish
choirs, klezmer groups and dramatic
songstress Adrienne Cooper, known to
Winnipeg audiences. Producer Ravit Markus
and director Dan Katzir screened their criti-
cally acclaimed film “Yiddish Theatre: A Love
Story”.

The Lifetime Yiddish Service Award was
presented to current IAYC president Paul
Melrood of Milwaukee who chaired the con-
ference there in 2002. Scholarships were
awarded to seven recipients.

Kudos to Fishl Kutner, editor of the IAYC
newsletter “Der Bay” and the driving force
behind this organization. He and his commit-
tee brought together a diverse group of peo-
ple who share a love of Yiddish. The IAYC is
comprised of about 100 clubs worldwide,
with Oscar Antel and Rochelle Zucker on the
National board.

Some people say “Next year in Jerusalem”.
We Yiddishists can now say “Next year in
Detroit” and can hardly wait!
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The Asper Helping Hand Initiative

The Asper Helping Hand Initiative, an
interest-free loan program, is now in its
sixth year of assisting members of the
Jewish community of Manitoba who are
experiencing a temporary financial hard-
ship. Funding for this program is support-
ed generously by The Asper Foundation. A
borrower must be a Jewish resident of
Manitoba and be able to demonstrate
both a need for the loan as well as the
ability to repay it. Applicants must be able
to provide qualified guarantors who are
willing to cosign for the loan. These inter-
est free loans have assisted students,
seniors, single parents, longtime residents
and newcomers to Canada.

A recipient from the loan program had
these words of appreciation for the loan
she received:

“I just wanted to express my apprecia-
tion for the loan that I received. It allowed
me to purchase my first home which was
quite a milestone for me. Being a single
parent, with financial limitations, the loan
helped me to realize my dream of being a
homeowner. As a result my future, and
that of my children, is more stable and
secure.”

If you wish to find out about applying
for a loan please see the contact informa-
tion in the accompanying ad below or
view the JCFS website for more details.
www.jcfswinnipeg.org

Winnipeggers attend Yiddish conference

Conference attendees from left: ROCHELLE ZUCKER, SHARON
LOVE, CANTOR HERSCHEL FOX and SHEVA ZUCKER.



A recent article in
The Winnipeg Free
Press, about restau-
rant etiquette and
e x p e c t a t i o n s
reminded me of
some of my own
restaurant experi-
ences over the years,
and so (with apolo-

gies to Charles Dickens) – “It was the best of
dines, it was the worst of dines” as I present
to you, “Jill’s Restaurant Chronicles”.

Chapter One: “This Works Much Better
Over Here”

Why is it that some people are never happy
with their table arrangement?

Years ago, the sometimes offensive comedi-
an Jackie Mason did a comedy routine about
the differences between Jewish restaurant
patrons and their gentile counterparts. He
noted that while gentiles are content to wait
(however long) for a free table, pleased to be
seated anywhere, and are loathe to make a
fuss or complain about the food or service,
Jews are not.

He claimed that the first things most Jews
do when they go to a restaurant is move all
the furniture around to get the right table. I
thought this was completely over the top,
until my husband and I went out to a local
eatery with a large group of friends.

“I don’t like this table,” someone com-
plained, “could we have that round one over
there?” 

“I’d like to sit in the other room, the light is
better,” said another. A third in our group
began to move two tables together. “I think
this works much better over here.”

“This is the table from hell,” my husband
half-joked to our server, when we were all
finally settled.

Chapter Two: “The Quality Check”
Here’s the question. When your server asks

you how your food is tasting, do you tell the
truth?

Sometimes, the truth can be painful.
A group of friends had asked the chef at a

well-known Chinese restaurant to make up a
dinner of his specialties. It was a delicious

meal and, obviously proud of his efforts, he
asked, “How was the meal?”. “It was awful” ,
one gal piped up, “and the portions were too
small!” (Yes, she actually said that!).

On another occasion, this same brutally
honest woman was at our table for dinner at
a small “mom and pop” ethnic eatery. The
food was far from gourmet, and when the
owner stopped to shmooze, he made the mis-
take of asking how we liked our dinner. She
told him the truth .“It was horrible!” The poor
man was so taken aback, that he ran into the
kitchen to tell his wife (who was the chef).
Meanwhile this gal and her hubby got up and
left the restaurant . As my husband and I pre-
pared to go, the now irate owner stormed out
of the kitchen, grabbed me by the collar, and
started shaking me. “WHAT DO YOU MEAN
YOU DON’T LIKE MY FOOD?”, he hollered.
Unfortunately, I was wearing the same color
sweater as my insulting friend. It was touch
and go until I explained the mix-up, so you
see, the truth can be painful.

Chapter Three: “Country Roads”
One summer Saturday night, ten of us

decided to try a new “gourmet” restaurant
that was getting a lot of positive “buzz” in the
media. Our convoy of cars hit the road for the
scenic drive to this cafe’s rural location. My
husband and several others made the mistake
of ordering the seafood linguini, a gummy,
fishy-smelling concoction. After they strug-
gled though this dish, the owner approached
our table, with the quality check question.

“Mine was terrible,” my husband replied.
“What did you order?”, our host asked. When
my husband told him it was the linguini, the
owner smiled knowingly. “Well if you had
asked me ahead of time, I would have told
you not to order it!!” (So why did he put it on
the menu?).

Just then our friend returned from the men’s
room with more bad news. “I hate to ruin the
rest of your dinner,” he announced “but the
chef was in the bathroom with me and he
didn’t wash his hands before he left! “

Epilogue: “Some day We’ll all Laugh about
This”

I have had many delicious dining experi-
ences over the years, but surprisingly it is

these weird and
wacky ones that
have remained as
fond memories – the
“best of dines”.
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Gwen Secter to hold AGM
on June 30

After a very financially challenging
year, the Gwen Secter will hold its AGM
on Wednesday, June 30 and inform the
membership and community at large
about the status of the organization at
April 30, 2010.

Having lost all financial support from
National Council of Jewish Women,
owners of the Active Older Adult Centre
at 1588 Main Street, Gwen Secter strives
to survive and keep the doors open.
Fortunately thanks to support from the
membership and the Endowment Fund at
the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba our
programs can continue a while longer. A
long term strategic plan is to be devel-
oped this fall to determine action neces-
sary to sustain operations and chart a
course for the future.

If you believe in the value of the Gwen
Secter Centre for your family and the
community, please consider a ‘Gift That
Will Grow’ by contributing to the Gwen
Secter Creative Living Endowment Fund
at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

GWEN SECTER CREATIVE LIVING CENTRE

1588 MAIN STREET

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
WEDNESDAY JUNE 30, 2010

TIME: 1PM

PRESENTATION OF REPORTS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS APPOINTMENTS

GUEST/KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
MARSHA COWAN

THE JEWISH FOUNDATION OF MANITOBA

REFRESHMENTS SERVED

RSVP 339-1701

“Restaurant Chronicles”
ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES

than you paid for your
gold.

Betting on foreign
exchange rates is a zero

sum game, he added. “A foreign exchange trade always involves a
pair of currencies,” he said. “When one goes up in value, the other
has to go down in value.”

Prior to Holt’s presentation, Marsha Cowan, the Jewish Foundation
of Manitoba’s CEO, provided an overview of the Foundation and its
operations for the seminar invitees. She noted that the JFM is the sec-
ond largest community-based foundation in Manitoba after the
Winnipeg Foundation.

“We have capital assets of $64.8 million,” she said. “We annually
distribute $3 million in scholarships and grants to a wide range of
social, cultural, educational, and religious organization as well as
healthcare institutions. Most of our charitable decisions are deter-
mined by our donors.”

Cowan noted that the Foundation’s pioneering Endowment Book of
Life project has been studied Canada wide. “We have 577 people
now who have made a commitment through the Book of Life project
to leave gifts to the Foundation in their wills,” she says. “That is an esti-
mated value of about $25 million right now.”

Cowan quoted the late Israel Asper as saying that when financial
advisors encourage clients toward philanthropy, they do their clients
the biggest favour in that they help them to make a difference in their
community.

“I hope that you feel free to call us and ask us about our programs,”
she said.

The seminar was sponsored by Sawyer Financial.

Jewish Foundation seminar
(Cont. from page 9.)



A young member of
our Jewish communi-
ty recently travelled
around the world in
two weeks, all within
one country.

Maxim Berent, 20,
visited China for two
weeks in the begin-

ning of May to visit the 2010 World Expo in
Shanghai. The Expo was another mega event
hosted by China following the Beijing
Olympics. This year it has attracted the largest
number of participants (countries and inter-
national organizations) in the history of the
Expo, since it’s beginning in 1852 in London.

The theme of Expo 2010 is “Better City,
Better Life”. The participants from all over the
world staged large exhibitions, events and
forums to discuss the development of the
cities, offer their visions and understanding of
how to build a better cities and a better future
for the next generation. 

Berent, who is the cultural chair for the
Israeli pavilion in Folklorama, visited the
Israeli pavilion at the Expo, to get inspiration
and bring ideas on how to make ours here at
home more spectacular.

“My reason for visiting the Israel pavilion in
China is because I was very excited for Israel,
for the first time to establish its own Israel
pavilion at the World Expo. Israel has invest-
ed $6 million dollars to build the temporary
pavilion and $40 million for the cost of par-
ticipation at the Expo. I had to see this great
accomplishment,” says Berent.

The pavilion in Shanghai was, according to
Berent, an innovative and futuristic structure
with a very welcoming environment, present-
ing Israel’s innovation, technology, culture
and history. 

The spectacular Israeli pavilion spans an
area of around 2,000 square metres with a
theme of “Innovation for Better Life”.  It’s bro-
ken up into three areas – The Whispering
Garden, a forest complete with “talking”
orange trees, The Hall of Innovators, an audio
visual show that showcases the innovation
and technology that comes from the country,
and the Hall of Light, a floated sphere in 3D
space presented with 360 degree audiovisual
performances about Israel’s technological
innovations to improve human life. 

Berent didn’t just visit the World Expo, he
did his fair share of travelling around China,
including a stop in Beijing

“I started my travel in Beijing in order to
learn about ancient China, because I believe
that traveling is about learning experience
and I felt I needed to educate myself about
China inside out”

He also met and learned about the Chinese
Jewish community.

“During my visit, I met with the Jewish
community in China and went for a Shabbat
dinner at the one of the historical syna-
gogues in China. Ohel Rachel synagogue
was built in 1917 and was the center for
Jewish people for many years until the day it
was put up as a storage unit by the
Government of China. Today the synagogue
is open for the Jewish community for Shabbat
services only two days a week because of the
World Expo. I walked the streets of the old
ghetto that Jews used to live in. I saw the ter-
rible abuse of the heritage buildings and the
beautiful signs witch were recently put-up for
the visitors of the Expo 2010.”

Now back in Canada, Berent is tight lipped
about some of the things he’s going to bring
to Folklorama this year.  He did reveal some
details and ideas that he got from the pavilion
in China.

“We will showcase what Israel has to con-
tribute to the world in the 21st century and
the ideas that transform the world around us.
From the products it delivers to the support it
brings to our communities. The influence of
Israel is to envision a more smart future, a
more efficient and better future,” says Berent,
who himself lived and grew up in Israel
before moving to Canada five years ago.  

“People come to Folklorama to see the
wonders of Israel and there is something for
everyone.  People don’t know a lot about
Israel, all they know is what they see on the
news, the negative.  Israel isn’t just about the
conflict and people should know that.  As an
Israeli, I want to showcase the reality of Israel
in the 21st century.  We can’t just talk about
the conflict and the negative issues.  On the
other side there is a fantastic country. Israel
has a lot of offer and is ready with warm heart
to walk with us into the future.”
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Support available for Jewish 
alcoholics & addicts

Jewish individuals who are challenged
by alcohol or chemical addiction or their
family members now have help available
within the Jewish community. Supported
by Jewish Child and Family Service, JACS,
Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent
Persons and Significant Others (www.jac-
sweb.org<http://www.jacsweb.org/), is a
voluntary mutual-help group dedicated
to: helping develop and sustain recovery
from alcoholism or addiction in a nurtur-
ing and safe environment, promoting
knowledge and understanding of alco-
holism and chemical dependency as it
involves the Jewish community, and act-
ing as a resource to the Jewish communi-
ty to address the effects of alcoholism and
chemical dependency. Weekly support
meetings with a “Jewish twist” assist in
complementing other recovery supports.

Anyone interested in information on
Jewish addiction recovery supports for
themselves or a loved one can contact
JACS Winnipeg at the number in the ad
below. Please read the ad for details about
meeting times and locations.

Woman attacked by fellow Birthright participant
(JTA) – A New Jersey woman was attacked in Israel by a fellow participant on the Birthright

Israel program. 
Sherry Kestenbaum, 25, of Piscataway, N.J., was attacked May 31 in the hallway of a hotel

at a kibbutz guest house near the Dead Sea, the New Jersey Jewish News reported. Fellow
participant Jonathan Haft reportedly made advances to Kestenbaum, which she rebuffed,
according to the newspaper. 

Haft, a martial arts expert, remains in jail, charged by Jerusalem Police with assault with a
deadly weapon. A court hearing is scheduled for Wednesday. 

Kestenbaum began reconstructive facial surgery at Hadassah Ein Kerem hospital on Sunday.
She will require about two years to fully recover, according to the newspaper. Her injuries
include multiple broken facial bones, loss of teeth and severe chest contusions that brought
on pneumonia. Her jaw has been wired shut. 

Netanyahu, Obama to meet at end of June
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will meet in

Washington with President Obama at the end of the month. 
Israeli officials told Jewish groups Tuesday that Netanyahu would be in the U.S. capital on

June 28-29. Netanyahu had been scheduled to meet with Obama last week, but was divert-
ed by the fallout of Israel’s deadly raid on a Turkish-flagged ship attempting to break Israel’s
blockade of Gaza. Obama and Netanyahu both want to upgrade U.S.-brokered “proximity”
talks between Israel and the Palestinians to direct talks. 

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas is scheduled to meet Wednesday with Obama. 

Young Winnipegger Maxim Berent visits Shanghai World Expo
Israeli pavilion “spectacular”

ISRAELI NEWS BRIEFS

Israel Pavilion

By

SHAYNA WIWIERSKI



By MYRON LOVE
Despite some setbacks in his health in

recent years, former Winnipegger Kenny
Coleman continues to roll along doing what
he loves. The acclaimed jazz singer is return-
ing to Winnipeg for two shows on Tuesday,
June 29, at the Rachel Brown Theatre as part
of the annual Winnipeg Jazz Festival. He will
be backed up by the Ron Paley Big Band.

While he was born in Winnipeg, Coleman
left here some years after the war when his
family moved to Vancouver. Nonetheless, he
has many fond memories of his life here and
the friends he made.

“I am looking forward to seeing all of my
old friends again,” he says. “Although it will
be sad not seeing Izzy (Asper).”

Coleman adds that he can hardly wait to
drop in at Kelekis and at Oscar’s Deli “for
some good yiddishe food”. He is also looking
forward to seeing Machray School again. He
spoke of his memories of the old Olympic
rink and playing hockey with the likes of
future NHL stars Andy Bathgate and Wally
Stanowskie. He also remembers some of the
girls he had crushes on.

“It was a wonderful time,” he says of his
early years in Winnipeg. “We were all poor -
but rich with love and knishes and friend-
ships and babbas and zaidas and hockey on
the cold winter streets. “It was a very special
time for the children of the immigrants. We
were all brothers and sisters.”

Coleman started out in the entertainment
industry as a DJ on radio in Vancouver. In the
early 1960s, he was working as the morning
DJ in Bermuda and spending a lot of his free
time hanging out at local jazz clubs. That was
how he got to know game show mogul Bill
Todman and his wife Fran. 

The couple encouraged Coleman to look
them up if he was ever in New York. He
quickly took them up on the offer. Soon he was working in Manhattan,
casting and creating ideas for a game show called “Play Your Hunch”.
The New York jazz scene was swinging at that time and Coleman
spent his nights sitting in with combos at legendary places like The
Half Note, The Five Spot and The Village Vanguard. 

At one such late night session, Sarah Vaughan was in the audience.
Vaughan was so impressed by Kenny that she arranged for his first pro-
fessional gig, singing at Las Vegas’ Flamingo Hotel on the same bill as
Lionel Hampton and Della Reese. Coleman’s dreams of a profession-
al singing career were coming true. Kenny worked hard and became
increasingly busy during the early sixties. He opened for Lenny Bruce
at Atlantic City’s
LeBistro, was
signed by Epic
Records and
appeared on The
Tonight Show with
Johnny Carson.
Kenny sang two
songs for Carson,
ending with a blaz-
ing version of Billie
Holiday’s God
Bless the Child. 

The next morn-
ing, the phone
began to ring with
attractive offers
from agents and
managers. It was
1964 and
Coleman’s future
looked great. What
happened? “The
Beatles happened,”
explains Kenny.
“Suddenly every-
thing was rock ‘n
roll.” But, while

many of Coleman’s contemporaries moved on
to other careers, Kenny hung in there. He
made the rounds of TV talk/variety shows -
Merv Griffin, Mike Douglas, Redd Foxx,
Midnight Special. He played resorts and clubs
from Aruba to Acapulco, to Palm Springs
where Frank Sinatra first heard him sing at
Jilly’s. Sinatra became a good friend and
strong supporter.

“When Frank played the big rooms in Las
Vegas, Atlantic City or Caesar’s Tahoe, I would
often get work singing in the lounges,” he
recalls.. “He was the best agent I ever had.” It
was Sinatra’s influence that led to Coleman’s
acclaimed engagement at Loews Monte Carlo
where the singer performed for Prince Albert
and was held over for more than a year. The
rave reviews - including a glowing article by
noted jazz writer Mike Zwerin in the
International Herald Tribune - captured the
attention of Dutch beer baron Freddy
Heineken, who produced “Dreamscape”. 

The CD featured the singer backed by such
talents as composer/arranger Johnny Mandel,
jazz harmonica legend Toots Thielmans and
the London Philharmonic Orchestra.
Coleman recalls that one of the highlights of
that period was performing with the 60-piece
James Last Orchestra in front of five thousand
Dutch jazz fans. Last year, Coleman was off
work for a few months recovering from pneu-
monia. He was back on stage in early
February though, doing a benefit concert in
Saskatoon for St. Thomas Moore College. And
this past April 30th/May 1st, he opened for the
third time for Don Rickles at the RIver Rock
Casino in Vancouver.

“I‘ll be doing three more upcoming gigs
with him,” Coleman says.

He will be appearing on stage at
Vancouver’s jazz festival just a few days
before coming to Winnipeg.

Coming up for Coleman are bookings in Cancun, Puerto Rico,
Naples and the historic Lobero Theatre in Santa Barbara. He is hoping
to play Monte Carlo again and he reports he is being asked to appear
at the Regency in New York. Coleman adds that he is also included in
a new biography of Frank Sinatra. The author, James Kaplan, previ-
ously wrote “Dean and Me” about Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis. 

“I told him a lot of stories about Sinatra,” Coleman says.
Readers can catch Kenny Coleman’s performances at last year’s

Vancouver Jazz Festival on YouTube.
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Former Winnipegger Coleman coming home for jazz festival

KENNY COLEMAN: “I am looking forward
to seeing all of my old friends again.”

“It was a wonderful time,” he says
of his early years in Winnipeg. “We
were all poor - but rich with love
and knishes and friendships and

Babba’s and zaidas and hockey on
the cold winter streets.
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By BERNIE BELLAN
It’s not easy going onstage

before a live audience and deliv-
ering a comic monologue… not
to mention hypnotizing a group
of individuals, some of whom
will end up wanting to do you
grievous bodily harm.

Hats off, then, to Benji
Rothman and Zev Permack, both
of whom delivered a tour de
force evening of entertainment to
a large crowd at the Park Theatre
on June 2. 

The evening was billed as a
“comedy hypnosis event”, and
funds raised through ticket sales
were intended to be donated to
“Kendra’s Walk”, an event orga-
nized to support research into
children’s forms of cancer.

Rothman and Permack are two
young Winnipeggers who clearly
have considerable talent. Their
show was professionally orga-
nized by another young
Winnipegger, Jordan Billinkoff, who has already made a mark for him-
self as a very capable videographer.

The boisterous crowd at this particular show seemed to be com-
posed mainly of young friends of the young performers, along with rel-
atives and family friends, but no matter what – everyone would have
left feeling thoroughly entertained.

Benji Rothman is a student at the
Asper School of Business who shows
great potential as a stand-up comic. His
material is taken primarily from his life
experience, and although his routine
needs some polishing (which he’d be the
first to admit), he has a flair for coming up with great punchlines. A lot of
his jokes were at his family’s expense, such as “My bobe’s here
tonight…it’s okay – she can’t hear.”

Here’s another one: “What’s up with ‘cruise night’? Jews don’t do
cruise night. Gentiles have cruise night. Jews go on a cruise!”

One of Rothman’s best jokes (and I hope I don’t ruin it for him at any
future shows by repeating it here) revolved around his father’s long-
standing tradition of showering with Benji ever since he was a little
boy. In Benji’s words, he’d be sitting doing his schoolwork when his
father would appear in his doorway, saying: “Come on Benj, let’s have
a shower.”

Young Rothman went on to say
that he tried to convince his father that he had long ago outgrown this
old ritual, but his father had insisted on one last shower. According to
Benji, he reluctantly went along when his father said to him: “Let’s
have a shower, Benji – the show doesn’t start for another half hour.”

Doing stand-up is incredibly difficult. We ran a story not too long
ago about another young Jewish
Winnipegger – Mike Green (son of
the famous Marty Green), and his
by-now infamous mimicry of Ami
Hassan of Falafel Place at
Rumour’s. It’s great to see some
locals taking a stab at such a risky

form of entertainment. If you want to see Benji Rothman’s comic skills
on display in a different format, go to Peg CIty Undercover
http://www.vimeo.com/12245696, to see Benji, along with his step-
brother, Tony Gindin, in a hilarious send-up of some old TV shows.

Zev Permack’s hypnosis routine is something else again. A trained
hypnotherapist, Permack told me, following the June 2nd show, that this
had been the eighth time he had put on a hypnotherapy show before
a live audience. 

With his low-key manner, it was hard at first to believe that Permack
would actually be able to have the kind of stage presence that would
allow volunteers from the audience let themselves be hypnotized.

In fact, several members who did volunteer ended up having to leave
the stage at various points during the show. (Interestingly, none of the
women who volunteered ended up being successfully hypnotized.)

But, as the guys who remained came under Permack’s direction, the
results were predictably hilarious. 

One of the best and most particularly clever segments came when
Permack told the volunteers to think of themselves in a McDonald’s
and that he was the server behind the counter. He told them that he
would keep on getting their orders wrong and they would become
increasingly angry. (As if that weren’t funny enough, what these guys
wanted to order was pretty hilarious and often quite gross, in itself. Do
people really eat that?)

At another point, he told his subjects that they wanted to kick him
in a certain delicate part of his anatomy, but they wouldn’t be able to
let go of the chairs that each one of them was holding on to. It looked
like a lion tamer coming close to his caged animals as Permack would
move close to each one, in turn, and they would kick out at him,
becoming increasingly frustrated with every failed kick.

Permack says that, in between studying psychology at the University
of Manitoba and performing his hypnotherapy routine on occasion,
he also loves to entertain children with balloon animals and juggling.
He says that he can often be found busking, either by the Bridge
Drive-in, or at The Forks.

It’s refreshing to see two young, bright, Jewish guys, kick loose on
stage, in front of a mostly equally young audience made up of their
peers. If you ever have a chance to catch their act – don’t miss it.
These guys can definitely go places in the entertainment world,
should they wish. 

Community news

RROOSSHH HHOODDEESSHH -- IITT’’SS AA GGIIRRLL’’SS TTHHIINNGG!!

A values-based, non-denominational, Jewish program
that strengthens self-esteem and Jewish identity in ado-
lescent girls. Through discussion, arts and drama, the
girls integrate core Jewish values while focusing on
things they care about - such as body image, friendship,
competition, stress and family.

OOppeenn ttoo GGrraaddee 77 aanndd 88 ggiirrllss
FFeeeess::
Members of Temple Shalom:  $150.00
Students of Gray Academy:             $150.00
Non- Members:                                 $200.00

10 month program, September to June
Registration:  JJuunnee 11 ttoo AAuugguusstt 3311,, 22001100

Facilitator: SSHHEERRRRYY WWOOLLFFEE--EELLAAZZAARR
FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn aanndd ttoo rreeggiisstteerr,, ccoonnttaacctt

tteemmpplleerroosshhhhooddeesshh@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm oorr pphhoonnee 445533--11662255
((lleeaavvee aa mmeessssaaggee));; oorr vviissiitt wwwwww..rroosshhhhooddeesshh..oorrgg

Presented by Temple Shalom & 
the Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education

Young local duo provides great evening of entertainment

The five guys who put on “The Show” June 2. Top (l-r): ZEV
PERMACK, BENJI ROTHMAN, TONY GINDIN. Bottom: ERIC
ZELCER, JORDAN BILLINKOFF.

BENJI ROTHMAN in stand-up
mode - “My bobe’s here
tonight…it’s okay – she can’t
hear.”

“One of the best and most particularly clever segments
came when Permack told the volunteers to think of them-
selves in a McDonald’s and that he was the server behind the
counter. He told them that he would keep on getting their
orders wrong and they would become increasingly angry.”



Martin Itzkow is
not an engineer or
construction worker,
but that doesn’t stop
him from building
bridges that link and
strengthen commu-
nities.

He labels himself a
“process person.”

“I empower organizations across all sec-
tors, locally, regionally, nationally and inter-
nationally to meet the challenges and oppor-
tunities inherent in today’s fast paced global
community,” Itzkow says during an interview
on a park bench at Kildonan Park one recent
sunny but blustery morning.

“I work collaboratively with lots of different
people – different stakeholders and lots of
people engaged with the process.”

Shahina Siddiqui, President/Executive
Director Islamic Social Services Association
Inc.-Canada, notes that Itzkow was instru-
mental in establishing the Canadian Muslim
Leadership Institute, Inc.

The CMLI is, according to information on its
website, designed to develop leaders who
can “transform communities, provide enlight-
ened, educated, ethical, empowered, and
motivated community leaders from varied
backgrounds,” as well as engender groups
within the community to work together to
meet future challenges and encourage people
to collaborate and work together to build
solutions, strengthen communities, and move
toward “a shared vision” of an inclusive com-
munity.

“Martin is a great example of when God
wants to help you he sends help and assis-
tance from places and people you would not
imagine,” Siddiqui said in an e mail she sent
to this reporter.

“Martin has truly been such a person. He
saw the need of the Canadian Muslim com-
munity and came forward to help. He has
selflessly devoted himself to help us see our
strengths and to build on them.

“He has generously shared his expertise
and experience in the field of community
leadership and has helped us develop a pro-
gram for the institute that infuses and cele-
brates Canadian and Islamic values. This

encourages an inclusive, just and strong
sense of civic and community engagement
through collaboration, cooperation and
bridge building. He is someone I am proud to
call a friend.”

Wayne Helgason, executive director of the
Social Planning Council of Winnipeg, notes
that he’s worked with Itzkow on several dif-
ferent projects over the years.

“He has a strong commitment to the non-
profit community sector and charitable orga-
nizations,” he adds in a telephone interview.

“Martin is always quick to point out to gov-
ernment and the corporate sector about the
value of contributions of the community. He’s
an idea guy and very creative on ways to
approach things. He’s a thought leader on
social innovation.”

Itzkow, 58, who grew up in West Kildonan,
attended the former I.L. Peretz Folk School
and later obtained a Bachelor of Arts Degree
from the University of Winnipeg.

During his time at the U of W, Itzkow, who
adds that he’s a life long learner involved in
teaching others to learn from their experi-
ences, had been working with senior citizens
in a nursing home in a summer program
established by the university.

“I was doing a broad range of program-
ming,” he points out.

“Then, I got a full time job at the Age and

Opportunity Centre, and then worked at
Family Services of Winnipeg. And, later I was
appointed the executive director of the
Winnipeg Boys and Girls Club.”

From there he was hired directly into the
provincial government as director of
Immigration and Settlement Services in the
mid 1990s.

“It was probably in my blood to be a policy
person at high level. And, it got me into
Federal – Provincial relations at the immigra-
tion level. I was the person who helped shape
the immigration policy for Manitoba with
Canada. I spent three years of my life negoti-
ating Manitoba’s immigration agreement with
Ottawa.”

That agreement, he observes, turned out to
be the precursor of Manitoba’s successful
Provincial Nominee Program, which is
responsible, as Itzkow says, for bringing in a
minimum of 10,000 immigrants a year.

During his years with the province, Itzkow
also conducted seminars in South Korea,
Hong Kong, and the Philippines, as well as
facilitated Manitoba’s promotion strategy in
Europe, South America, and South-Asia.

Afterwards, he became a consultant in the
non-profit sector.

One of Itzkow’s most recent initiatives is a
community dialogue centre, Face to Face – a
group of people from many walks of life who,
he says, come together to practise what they
believe is important in growing community.

“I think if we don’t honestly build bridges
and understand each other, and reflect on
ourselves as Canadians, we will never be
able to engage each other honestly,” asserts
Itzkow, who became a Research Associate of
the Centre for Voluntary Sector Research and
Development at the University of Ottawa and
Carleton University in 2005, as well as being
Co-chair of the Steering Committee for the
Non-Profit Sector Workforce Initiative with
the Province of Manitoba, plus the co-chair
of the Manitoba Federation of Non-Profit
Organizations.

“We need to work with each other in trust
and respect to continue to build our commu-
nities and enhance our democracy.”

How true that is. 
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Martin Zeilig
Martin Itzkow:

Building bridges among groups

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

MARTIN ITZKOW: “I think if we don’t hon-
estly build bridges and understand each
other, and reflect on ourselves as Canadians,
we will never be able to engage each other
honestly.”

By URIEL HEILMAN
NEW YORK (JTA) – The last time American Jews took to the streets

in significant numbers to make the case for Israel’s right to defend
itself, during Israel’s war with Hamas in early 2009, rockets were rain-
ing down on southern Israel from the Gaza Strip.

This time it’s a public relations war rather than a military one that has
sent American Jews into the streets warning that a campaign is under
way to wipe Israel off the map.

In indignant statements to the media, in Op-Eds and at rallies around
the country, American Jews jumping to Israel’s defense are casting the
fallout to last week’s flotilla incident – and the mounting opposition to
Israel’s blockade of Gaza – as part of a campaign to delegitimize
Israel’s right to defend itself.

“Why did Israel even have to resort to blockade?” syndicated colum-
nist Charles Krauthammer wrote. “Because blockade is Israel’s fall-
back as the world systematically de-legitimizes its traditional ways of
defending itself – forward and active defense.”

“If none of these is permissible, what’s left?” Krauthammer asked
rhetorically. “Nothing,” he answered. “The world is tired of these trou-
blesome Jews, 6 million – that number again – hard by the
Mediterranean, refusing every invitation to national suicide.”

As with the Gaza war, and the Lebanon war of 2006, Israel’s defend-
ers see in the global assault on Israel’s enforcement of the blockade of
Hamas-run Gaza – a territory controlled by an organization commit-

ted to Israel’s destruction – nothing less than a threat to Israel’s exis-
tence.

“Once again, my friends, Israel is under siege,” Rabbi Marvin Hier,
dean of the Simon Wiesenthal Center, declared at a pro-Israel rally
Sunday in Los Angeles opposite the local Israeli consulate.

Some 3,000 people showed up for the demonstration, including
California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger.

The international outcry against Israel is an attempt to delegitimize
the Jewish state, Israeli Consul Jacob Dayan warned the crowd.

“Enough of the campaign of lies spread by the defenders of terror,”
Dayan said. “Those on the flotilla were not peace activists.”

The precipitating incident occurred May 31, when Israeli comman-
dos killed nine Turks upon encountering violent resistance to their
effort to board a ship in international waters that was part of a Gaza-
bound flotilla bearing aid materials and pro-Palestinian activists.

The incident became a rallying cry for pro-Palestinian activists, who
held rallies across the country and around the world protesting Israel,
including at some Jewish sites. In downtown Cleveland, some three
dozen protesters stood outside the Jewish federation building last
Friday chanting slogans and holding signs including “Stop Israel
Pirates.” In Washington, activists flocked to the Israeli Embassy calling
for it to be shut down.

Flotilla fallout becomes rallying cry for U.S. Jews 

(Cont. on page 18. See “Flotilla becomes rallying cry”.)



Many Jewish groups
said the worldwide
reaction to the flotilla
incident smacked of

hypocrisy.
“Why did we not hear the same voices of condemnation raised as

thousands of rockets poured down on Israel or on behalf of Gilad
Shalit, who was kidnapped by Hamas more than four years ago and
held incommunicado ever since?” the main Jewish umbrella group,
the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations, asked in a statement.

The Jews countered with rallies of their own in communities across
the country.

In Baltimore, several dozen demonstrators stood at a busy intersec-
tion in 90-degree heat waving Israeli flags and placards calling for the
release of Shalit, an Israeli soldier, and blaming Turkey for the flotilla
incident. In New York, demonstrators gathered across from the United
Nations and at other rallies scattered around the metropolitan area. In
Philadelphia, some 250 pro-Israel demonstrators gathered last Friday

across the street from the Israeli consulate at a rally organized by the
Zionist Organization of America, providing a counterpoint to the pro-
Palestinian demonstration that had taken place three days earlier at the
same site.

To be sure, American Jews have not been uniformly supportive of
Israel’s actions on the high seas. Some American Jewish groups ques-
tioned the wisdom of Israel’s blockade of Gaza and the way the flotil-
la raid was conducted. J Street, Americans for Peace Now and Ameinu
all issued statements critical of Israel’s Gaza policies.

“There wouldn’t have been a flotilla if Gazan children had enough
food, had schools and clean water to drink,” Jeremy Ben-Ami, presi-
dent of J Street, the left-wing pro-Israel lobbying group, told JTA.

“This is not a hasbara problem,” he said, using the Israeli term for
public relations. “For decades Israel and friends of Israel have com-
plained about a hasbara problem. What they have is an occupation
problem,” Ben-Ami said. “We can either complain about the way the
world views Israel or change the way we behave.”

While some American Jews and many Israelis said they support the
blockade of Gaza in principle but disagree with elements of its imple-
mentation, and the way the Israeli Navy handled the flotilla intercep-
tion, that nuance was not readily apparent in the pro-Israel rallies
across the nation. Rather, the message at the demonstrations was kept
simple: We stand behind Israel.

One speaker at the L.A. rally, David Pine, West Coast regional direc-
tor for Peace Now, tried to deviate from that message, saying,
“Despite the way one individual military operation was handled, ulti-
mately it will take a negotiated resolution that provides for a two-state
solution.” He was drowned out by a chorus of boos. When the chair-
man of the local Jewish federation, Richard Sandler, tried to quiet the
crowd, audience members continued to boo Pine, with one yelling
out, “Traitor!”

In Philadelphia, Steve Feldman, director of the greater Philadelphia
district of the ZOA, summed up the approach he expected of sup-
porters of Israel.

“I would not be satisfied,” he said, “until every Jewish person in the
Philadelphia area, every person of good conscious in the area, every-
body who knows right from wrong in the area, will be out supporting
Israel, because Israel is in the right.”

(The L.A. Jewish Journal, the Cleveland Jewish News, the Baltimore
Jewish Times and the Philadelphia Jewish Exponent contributed to this
report.) 
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Caring Compassionate PCaring Compassionate Professional Srofessional Serviceervice
you’ve come to trust

Call Elba Haid or
Angela Pollett at

REALCARE
day or night

Ph: (204) 957-7325
fax: (204) 975-1065

e-mail: elbahaid@realcare.ca
Offices at 1008-213 Notre Dame Ave.

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 1N3

Providing:
� Alzheimer Care � Palliative Care � Post-Operative Care 
� Stroke Care � Long-Term Care � Rehabilitation 
� Respite � ‘Coming home’ new Moms and infants

Provided by: INSURED & BONDED
� RN’s � LPN’s � Health Care Aides
� Home Support Workers � Companions

We offer a variety of programs and services - 
- individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
- Free nursing assessment
- 24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
- At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
- Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Elba Haid
President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

A Tuxedo area resi-
dent has been sen-
tenced to six months
imprisonment for
attacking his 73-
year-old neighbour.

The accused,
Joseph Zielinski (49),
sought a discharge

(sparing him a criminal record), but upon
sentencing on the morning of June 2, provin-
cial court Judge Michel Chartier told the
court the disturbing 2007 incident of
Zielinski attacking a much older, more vul-
nerable victim called for harsher conse-
quences of a custodial sentence.

“Almost three years ago, Dr. Dominique
contacted our Winnipeg office reporting the
[May 2007] incident,” said B’nai Brith’s
regional director, Alan Yusim. “In sentencing,
the judge went into painstaking detail of his
balancing sentencing options concerning
Zielinski’s and the public’s best interest,
describing numerous aggravating factors. He
had no doubt this was a racist, hate-motivat-
ed attack. The judge didn’t believe a word
Zielinski said and wasn’t impressed with his
attitude in court.”

The judge ruled that Zelinski serve six
months in jail, but as he has no previous
criminal record and is an “otherwise produc-
tive member of society,” can serve this term in
his own home.

Numerous restrictions were imposed as part
of Zelinski’s house arrest, including him hav-

ing no contact with the victim (including not
going within 200 meters of where the
Dominiques work or attend school), keeping
the peace, appearing in court when required,
mandatory counseling (including anger man-
agement) and 150 hours of community ser-
vice, no possession of firearms, no alcohol, a
curfew, grocery shopping restricted to
Saturday and Sunday from 2-4 p.m. (religious
and medical needs for leaving the home are
also permitted with supervisor permission),
seeing an appointed supervisor two-three
times a week, not leaving the province of
Manitoba, providing a DNA sample within
30 days of sentencing, paying the imposed
cost and surcharges (totaling $100), not
changing employment or residences without
informing the supervisor, and establishing a
land line for his supervisor to contact him as
needed. 

At the trial, Zielinski claimed he was a vic-
tim of bogus allegations, but Chartier found
his version of events to be “void of reason or
sense,” and convicted him last month of one
count of assault causing bodily harm. The
judge described Zielinski’s actions as causing
“both physical and emotional distress to the
victim,” adding “I see the facts and circum-
stances – aggravating factors – of this offence
as troubling.”

The victim, neurologist Dr. Francis
Dominique and his wife, Vydha (76), told the
court how, on May 17, 2007, Zielinski leaped
over the fence separating their two homes,
launching into an unprovoked, violent attack.

The attack caused physical injuries to Dr.
Dominique, lingering psychological effects to
the doctor and his wife, and involved racial
slurs. The attack was sparked by the
Dominiques having trees removed from their
backyard and Zielinski using a leaf blower to
spray debris into the Dominique’s yard. 

Crown Atorney, Libby Standil, described
the incident as “a violent, irrational outburst
where Mr. Zielinski exhibited a total loss of
control.”

Several other former and current neigh-
bours of Zielinski have reported similar
attacks by him over a 20-year period.

At the sentencing, Chartier asked if
Zielinski had anything to say in his own
defence. Zielinski simply stated he has noth-
ing to add.

Concerning the trial outcome, Dr.
Dominique said “[Chartier] is a genius of a
judge, slicing through the junk and coming to
the meat of what happened. He saw that
we’re speaking the truth. Justice was finally
done. [But] I don’t feel entirely safe, as he’s
been getting away with this [behavior] for 20
years, and we’re vulnerable.” 

Zielinski’s other next-door-neighbour,
Richard Swyston, who said Zielinski refers to
him as “that f–ing Jew next door,” said
“Zielinski’s conviction will impact him forev-
er…He’s learned this can’t be tolerated.
We’ve taken back our street one day at a
time…[and] justice is sweet.” 

Six-month conditional sentence given for Tuxedo area man’s 
race-based attack on elderly neighbour

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

Flotilla becomes rallying cry
(Cont. from page 17.)



when the idea fell through, mainly at Egypt’s
insistence, Israel was left on its own to moni-
tor maritime traffic for weapons. Last
November, Israeli Navy vessels intercepted
the Francop, an Antigua and Barbuda-flagged
ship that was carrying hundreds of tons of
Iran-supplied weapons for Hezbollah in
Lebanon and possibly also Hamas.

Hamas has been able to continue smug-
gling weapons through tunnels along the bor-
der between Gaza and Egypt. The Israeli fear,
though, is that large ships could bring in
much bigger rockets and missiles, possibly
even game-changing weapons such as the
accurate medium range GPS-directed M-
600s Hezbollah has received from Syria.
Israel sees Gaza and Lebanon as two Iranian
forward positions and part of a much wider
regional threat.

Many of Israel’s friends recognize its need
to check ships approaching the Gaza area for
weapons. But there is far less understanding
for the limited inflow and often arbitrary
exclusion of civilian goods – for example,
keeping out unsupervised cement and steel
that could be used for building bunkers or
making weapons makes sense. And critics
ask why thyme, coriander, chocolate and
macaroni are on the exclusion list?

Some critics say the limited inflow of goods
is causing a humanitarian crisis. Others argue
that even if it isn’t, the restrictions constitute
a form of collective punishment, which is ille-
gal, even between warring parties.

Israel maintains that no humanitarian crisis
exists in Gaza and that it is doing more than
enough to prevent one. According to the Israel
Defense Forces, which coordinates aid to
Gaza, Israel in the first three months of 2010
sent in more than 3,600 trucks with approxi-
mately 100,000 tons of fruit, vegetables, meat,
chicken, fish, dairy products, animal feed,
hygiene products, clothing and shoes, as well
as 1,000 tons of medical equipment.

Moreover, 10,544 Gaza residents were

treated last year in Israeli hospitals.
According to Western figures, the average life
expectancy in Gaza is 73.68 years, compared
to about 40 in some African countries, and
there is as little malnutrition as in the West.

Israel also supplies 60 percent of Gaza’s
electricity, its fuel needs, hypochlorite for
water purification, electricity grid repair parts
and glass to fix windows, as well as cement
and iron for building under strict supervision.
According to U.N. figures, updated to Jan. 30
of this year, 78 percent of homes lightly dam-
aged in the 2008-09 Gaza war have been

repaired. Other observers go even further,
pointing to the well-stocked markets in Gaza,
the emergence of gourmet restaurants and the
recent launching of a new Olympic-size
swimming pool.

Human rights activists contend that
although there is plenty of food, not everyone
can afford to buy enough to meet their basic
needs. They say 70 percent of the factories in
Gaza are closed, 40 percent of Gaza workers
are unemployed and 60 percent of house-
holds are “food insecure” – that is, they can’t
be sure of having enough cash for their mini-
mal food needs.

Whatever the true state of humanitarian
affairs in Gaza, there is increasingly little tol-
erance from friends or foes alike of Israel’s

limitations on the inflow of civilian goods.
Following a visit to Gaza in March, Irish

Foreign Minister Micheal Martin declared
that all the siege is achieving is to “enrich
Hamas and marginalize even further the
voices of moderation.” And U.S. Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton described the
siege in its present form as “unsustainable
and unacceptable.”

To some extent, it seems, continued Israeli
insistence on the civilian blockade could
undermine the far more vital military blockade.
And that’s precisely what the militant blockade
runners aboard the Turkish Mavi Marmara and
others that might follow are trying to achieve:
to delegitimize Israel’s blockade altogether and
enable the free entry of all ships to Gaza, even
those carrying military cargoes.

Israelis are divided over how to go about
maintaining the blockade. The government
argues that the best course of action is to
make Israel’s moral and legal case, and
expose the delegitimizers. The opposition
retorts that Israel can only hope to deflect
international criticism by embracing credible
peace policies. In other words, that criticism
of Israel was so spontaneous and severe after
the confrontation on the high seas because
the government was widely perceived as not
being committed to ending the occupation.

Opposition voices also suggest that the
government should rethink the civilian siege,
which they say has not achieved its goals:
After four years in captivity, Shalit has not
been released or even so much as allowed a
compulsory visit by the Red Cross, and there
is little sign of the siege sparking an anti-
Hamas uprising. They conclude that the
failed policy is costing Israel heavily in diplo-
matic coin, leaving it more isolated that at
any time in its history.

The government faces some big decisions:
First, whether to allow an international pres-
ence in an inquiry into the confrontation
aboard the Mavi Marmara; second, whether
to ease the civilian siege to ensure continued
international backing for the military block-
ade; and third, whether to present a new ini-
tiative on peacemaking with the Palestinians. 
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Israel facing tough choices
(Cont. from page 1.)

Obama extends Jerusalem embassy waiver
WASHINGTON (JTA) – President

Obama has extended a waiver for an addi-
tional six months delaying moving the U.S.
Embassy to Jerusalem. 

Obama’s waiver, issued Wednesday, fol-
lows in the footsteps of predecessors Bill
Clinton and George W. Bush, who also
extended the waiver every six months
since the law was adopted in 1995 calling
for the move of the embassy from Tel Aviv
to Jerusalem. 

Presidents are permitted to delay the
move on national security grounds. 

Some Jewish groups have pushed for the
United States to move the embassy as a
way to bolster Israeli claims to the city.
Those favoring the use of the waiver say
that such a step would anger the Arab
world and put the United States in the
position of taking sides on an issue that
should be settled in peace talks. 

U.S. won’t reach out to Hezbollah 
‘moderates’

WASHINGTON (JTA) – The Obama administration will not treat
Hezbollah as being divided into political and military factions. 

“Despite the group’s rhetoric and political campaigning, there
remains today no meaningful distinction between the military and
political wings of Hezbollah,” Jeffrey Feltman, the assistant secretary

of state in charge of the Middle East, tes-
tified Tuesday to the U.S. Senate Middle
East subcommittee. 

Feltman’s remarks appeared to be
aimed at ending a controversy started
last month when President Obama’s
counterterrorism adviser, John Brennan,
suggested that the United States should
cultivate Hezbollah “moderates” in the
Lebanese government, as opposed to
the militants who run the terrorist group. 

Feltman said the United States would
deal with the group, which launched a
2006 war against Israel, should it leave
behind its terrorism – but added that he
believed it to be unlikely. 

“Should Hezbollah truly desire to join
the ranks of Lebanon’s other political
groups in its democratic system, its path
would be clear: It would fully disarm,
like all other militias, renounce terror-
ism and political intimidation, and
acknowledge the authority of the gov-
ernment of Lebanon and that govern-
ment’s right, like other governments, to
a monopoly on the use of force,” he said. “Under those circum-
stances we could reconsider the group’s status. 

“Make no mistake, these are significant hurdles, and we have seen
no indication to date that Hezbollah is ready to take these steps.” 

The Iran-backed group, Feltman said, “remains the most technical-
ly capable terrorist group in the world and a continued security
threat to the United States.” 

BARACK OBAMA
extended a waiver for
an additional six
months delaying mov-
ing the U.S. Embassy
to Jerusalem.

Jeffrey Feltman, the
assistant secretary of
state in charge of the
Middle East: “Despite
the group’s rhetoric and
political campaigning,
there remains today no
meaningful distinction
between the military
and political wings of
Hezbollah.”

Many of Israel’s friends recognize
its need to check ships approaching

the Gaza area for weapons. But
there is far less understanding for

the limited inflow and often
arbitrary exclusion of civilian goods

– for example, keeping out
unsupervised cement and steel that
could be used for building bunkers
or making weapons makes sense.

And critics ask why thyme,
coriander, chocolate and macaroni

are on the exclusion list?
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JP&N interview - Ben Cohen

By BERNIE BELLAN
Ben Cohen is the current president of the

Winnipeg Jewish Federation. Now 47 years old,
perhaps he is best known for those Oreck vacuum
commercials that appear regularly on CJOB. (You
know, the ones with Don Kirton that always end
in the slogan: “Nothing sucks like an Oreck.”) 

Aside from being extraordinarily busy in his
business career marketing Oreck vacuums (and
other products) in Canada and a number of other
countries, and after having just completed a grad-
uate degree at Harvard, Cohen is still able to find
time to fulfill his duties as president of the
Federation. 

Married to Simone, who was a teacher in the
Jewish school system for many years, Ben is father
to three children: Jackie – 12, Harry – 10, and
Miles – 8, all of whom go to Gray Academy.

Recently, Bernie Bellan sat down with Cohen to
discuss his role as president, as well as find out
just how he’s able to juggle so many balls at the
same time.

JP&N: You’re the president (of the Jewish
Federation) this year. Last year – you were the
vice-president of planning?

Cohen: I was the vice-president of the Federation for two years,
beginning in December ’07 until December of ’09. Now I’m the pres-
ident for a two-year term, until December of 2011.

JP&N: Were you on the board before December, 2007?
Cohen: Before that I was campaign chair…I became the FRD Chair –

Financial Resource Development in ’05. I did that for a year. Then I was
campaign chair, then vice-president in ’07.

JP&N: It seems to me that your ascent is a little bit different from your
predecessors. 

Let me see – before you it was Ted Lyons.
Cohen: No, it was Jonathan Kroft.
JP&N: Right – and before him it was Ted Lyons, and before him it was

Ian Goldstine. Did any of them stay on the board after being president? 
Cohen: Jonathan’s still on the board. You become past president for

two years. I went from campaign chair to vp and then to president.
Then I’ll be past president. I’ll still be on the board.

JP&N: ….To become president then, you would have had to serve in
a variety of roles. There is a period of apprenticeship.

Cohen: Right. There may some other roles or qualification. You may
have served the community in different ways, but in order to be presi-
dent, you would have had to serve as vice-president for two years.

JP&N: Is that a prerequisite?
Cohen: Yes it is. Being vice-president for two years takes you not only

into board meetings, but a lot of committee meetings, executive meet-
ings – so that by the time you become president, you’re fully aware of
what’s going on – at the agency level, in terms of planning, and of com-
munity relations. It gives you a kind of overview of everything.

…By the time you become president, you pretty much understand
everything that’s going on.

JP&N: So, that leads me to this next question: With your very busy
schedule – are you still going down to New Orleans once a month and
to Harvard once a month?

Cohen: No – I graduated from Harvard in March. I did an Executive
MBA. I have an office in New Jersey, in Toronto, and we have a facili-
ty in Tennessee. So I manage to do a lot of short trips, and travel, and
attend Federation meetings.

JP&N: So, in other words – you have so much time on your hands,
you figured you might as well be president of the Federation. Is there
anything else that you can fit in?

Cohen: Yah, I have kids in hockey, baseball, etc., etc. I’m a profes-
sional driver for kids…No, aside from that. If you structure the time, it
can be done.

JP&N: You ought to write a book…Just give me a little précis. I think
Myron Love did a column about you a few years ago. So, how did you
get started in this business (Oreck vacuums)? You’re an entrepreneur
par excellence.

Cohen: I started distributing Oreck products in 1994.
JP&N: How’d you get into that?
Cohen: I heard that the company was looking for distribution in

Canada and a friend of mine was also selling these products in
Ontario, so I went down, had a look at it, became their dealer, essen-
tially for Manitoba. Over the period of the next four-five years I
became the master distributor for Canada. Now we sell to indepen-
dent stores, but we also sell to Costco, Canadian Tire, Home Value,
Federated majors, and we sell online. About six years ago we became
what’s called a ‘direct response marketer’, so we sell by nationally
televised infomercial.

JP&N: With Don Kirton?

Cohen: No, no, no, we’ve got David Oreck’s
infomercials under license.

JP&N: What were you doing before ’94?
Cohen: Before 1994 I was a partner in a TV adver-

tising company called ‘Marketview’.
JP&N: I’m working this backwards. You were born

in Winnipeg?
Cohen: I was born in Winnipeg – went to school

here – graduated from Joseph Wolinsky, went to
McGill University for my undergraduate – I did a
Bachelor of Commerce degree, then I went to the
London School of Economics in London, England,
graduated from there with a degree in Economics. I
got what is called a ‘Graduate Diploma in
Economics’.

Then I worked for Electrolux for about four years.
– I was a branch and divisional manager, then I
started the advertising company – with two other
partners – then I started this company.

JP&N: Oreck has grown to what point? Can you
give us an idea?

Cohen: We now sell in seven countries. We’re the
Canadian distributor and we’re the worldwide dis-
tributor for the air purifier, so we operate in
Australia, New Zealand, Rumania, Turkey, Mexico,
and Thailand. In 2004 we started the heating and air
conditioning business – which you may have heard

about on the radio – the “portable furnace”.
JP&N: Do you write the commercials?
Cohen: I do not write the commercials any more.
JP&N: Did you come up with the slogan (“Nothing sucks like an

Oreck”)?
Cohen: Originally I wrote a lot of the commercials. I wrote some art

infomercials on the portable furnace, but most of the Oreck commer-
cials are provided under license.

JP&N: So, you’re to blame. Let’s switch gears again – back to the
Jewish Federation. Prior to ’05, were you were very involved?

Cohen: In the campaign?
JP&N: Yah, in the campaign.
Cohen: I was Superweek Chair for two years, I did New Gifts Chair

– I started canvassing probably in the ’92 campaign, canvassed for six
or seven years, took a few years off, then started canvassing again
maybe in 2002. Was Superweek Chair, New Gifts Chair, and ulti-
mately Campaign Chair.

JP&N: Did you get into it on your own or were you brought in by
someone? 

Cohen: Well, I used to work with the late Gerry Kaufman (former
Executive Director of the Combined Jewish Appeal), and before that
with campaign associate Avrum Charach, and of course with Bob
Freedman, in 1992.

JP&N: Let’s talk specifically about the Jewish Federation and what
you see as some of the goals. Is there anything different that you can
tell us about…anything going on in terms of planning?

Cohen: There’s something very big going on with the “Securing our
Future” campaign, which is essentially a campaign connecting more
Jews to things Jewish. As I like to say, it’s “raising the temperature of
Jewish life in Winnipeg”…so you’re dealing with issues of affordabili-
ty, of access, of connecting. We have a more diverse community now
than we had 10 or 20 years ago.

If you look at the three or four phases to the development of the
community, where at one point, in order to secure the future, we
needed to secure the present, we needed a physical home. There’s
something to the bricks and mortar – we had to consolidate the
diverse community assets into a single facility and the campus was, as
a physical home, an important first step in terms of having modern
infrastructure and a state-of-the-art facility for the community to thrive
in.

The next phase of our community was “Grow Winnipeg”, where we
needed to refresh our community with new immigrants, and we
brought several thousand Jews, who have come from Argentina, the
former Soviet Union and Israel. We have a much larger community
than we had in 1998, and we’ve managed to attract and retain people
to Winnipeg. We’ve attracted people who had moved away or people
who had gone away to university and come back to Winnipeg
because it’s a vibrant and an exciting community to live in, and I think
Winnipeg has done a good job of retaining people because we have
a very good business climate, we have optimism – a better climate in
Winnipeg than maybe in a long time, and also we have a great Jewish
community and great Jewish community infrastructure…first the infra-
structure – physical infrastructure, then the population demographic
infrastructure.

And now, the third phase in securing our future is securing our future

BEN COHEN: “We have a more
diverse community now than we
had 10 or 20 years ago.”

(Cont. on page 21. See “Ben Cohen”.)



Wednesday, June 16, 2010, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   21

JP&N interview

financially to make sure that we have the
appropriate level of endowments and the
size of campaign to match the community
and that’s what securing the future is all

about. It’s about having the financial means to achieve our objectives
as a community, which we calculate will require an additional $2 - 3
million a year of operating funds.

JP&N: In terms of the integration of the large number of immigrants
who have come in and the outlook for the Jewish population as a
whole, one of the recurring issues in our paper has been the decline
of things like kashrut. There isn’t a single kosher butcher shop in
Winnipeg and some people have complained that the Jewish
Federation hasn’t done a thing or very little to counter that. Is there
anything you have to say about that?

Cohen: Absolutely. I think the Jewish Federation has been the leader
in insuring that we have the appropriate level of kashrut in the city.
The Federation has taken the lead in working, first with the Vaad Ha’ir
and bringing in Western Kosher. We actually have a standard of kosher
that’s not kashrut in a fishbowl because if you have a level of kashrut
that only applies to Winnipeg, then you don’t really have what is a
nationally or internationally recognized form of kashrut. The arrange-
ment that we made with Western Kosher was essential so that we have
institutions now that are recognized outside of Winnipeg as being
kosher.

JP&N: But, that being said, there’s still nothing in the way of a kosher
butcher shop.

Cohen: We have appropriate kashrut supervision, so that what we
have now is if a “frum” relative comes to visit, they can go to
Shmoozer’s, they can partake of all of the licensees, which are fully
recognized as being kosher by a standard
outside of Winnipeg. We, as a Jewish com-
munity organization, can’t control entrepre-
neurial or market forces as to whether it’s
viable for a butcher or not. We have kosher
products that are available through Sobey’s
and other private businesses that exist in the
city. But we can’t put someone in the private
kosher butcher shop business.

JP&N: So, there’s no consideration being
given to perhaps subsidizing someone to
operate a kosher butcher shop that would offer fresh kosher meat?

Cohen: In terms of a subsidy, nobody’s applied to the Federation for
a subsidy. If someone had applied for a subsidy, we would have to
consider that, but we don’t operate businesses, we operate as a com-
munity organization. We don’t take entrepreneurial risk. I think that
we do a very good job of managing the funds that are entrusted to us
by the community.

Again, using the analogy of the thermometer, the “temperature” of
kosher life is higher than it ever was before…Not to berate the Vaad
Ha’ir, but it wasn’t a standard that was recognized outside of
Winnipeg.

JP&N: In terms of the future of the Jewish population…what figure
do you have in mind as the size of the Jewish population here?

Cohen: I think it’s in the size of 15-16,000.
JP&N: Which is considerably more than it was.
Cohen: We probably have 3-4,000 more Jews than we had (a while

ago). My sense of it is that we’re 15,000 plus, with 3,000 more immi-
grants.

JP&N: Let’s talk about Jewish identity. The campus has done a fabu-
lous job. The Gray Academy has done a terrific job in terms of being
able to offer a fine facility. The campus is obviously the central meet-
ing place. I don’t want to get into whether it’s been at the cost of other
institutions – which is a criticism that might be outmoded by now, but
in terms of preserving Jewish identity for the long term, what do you
see as the keys to doing that in Winnipeg?

Cohen: Before we undertook the “Securing our Future” campaign
we undertook a two-year planning process in which we took a look at
every Jewish institution and we rated every Jewish institution and
every activity from an A to a D…things like access to Jewish kinder-
garten, seniors’ programming, Holocaust education. There’s pages of
these metrics. We created a community scorecard - what are we doing
well, what are we not doing well on. Then we identified certain pri-
orities which then rolled up into the “Securing our Future: campaign,
and so we know we’d like to do more in terms of accessibility of
Jewish programming. We want to be more inclusive – whether it’s of
new immigrants… We want to address issues of affordability. We con-
sider Jewish education – yes, that includes Jewish day school, but it
also includes adult education, after-school programming…a whole
rack that includes everything from the Melton School to all range of
Jewish education. 

So, just because your kids were not enrolled in a primary education,
we want to offer more opportunities in terms of Jewish education.
That’s a cornerstone to the “Securing our Future” campaign.

JP&N: What about the Jewish Heritage Centre, though? It’s been a
source of controversy in terms of whether they’ve been downgraded –
where they fit in terms of the Jewish community’s overall view. After
all, their funding was cut. Where do you see the Jewish Heritage
Centre fitting in in terms of the long-range plans of the Federation?

Cohen: The Jewish Heritage Centre is an important part of our com-
munity and nothing has changed. We have certain funding guidelines
that we adhere to when granting allocations, and we consider our-
selves to be trustees of the Combined Jewish Appeal. It’s not our
money. The money belongs to the community and we operate under
certain guidelines and by-laws as to how we handle that money, and
so the Heritage Centre’s an important part of our community. We
expect it to remain so. It does a lot of good work. It had a very suc-
cessful Kanee lecture. It published a very well-received book on the
community (“Coming of Age”) and on the Holocaust (“Voices of
Winnipeg Holocaust Survivors”).

Those are just three examples of good work that they do. In terms of
the mechanics, of administration, we take the role of trustee of com-
munity funds very seriously.

JP&N: To what extent does the board actually get involved in the
budgetary process? Is it something that’s presented to you by the
administration or does the board actually get involved in the nitty-grit-
ty planning?

Cohen: In most organizations – public and private, one of the most
important roles of a board member is oversight of the budget, which
includes questioning, asking for supporting documents, reviewing
budget to actual, reading the audited financial statements in the for-
ward budget, and then we receive three-month, six-month, nine-
month interim reports…So the process of budgetary review is a core

function of a board member – not just for the
Jewish Federation.

The actual process of organization of bud-
gets is left to internal staff, so that controller
and accounting staff prepare budgets. We have
a finance committee, we have people who are
well versed in these things who have an over-
sight role before it comes up to the board.

JP&N: That was your role – prior to your
becoming president.

Cohen: I was the FRD (Finance Resource
Development) Chair…that’s not really the Finance Chair. That’s Adam
Levene. He sits on a committee that might review more internal doc-
uments before they go up to the board.

JP&N: Are there any specific projects that you might like to talk
about, aside from the Planning for the Future campaign? Is there any-
thing exciting that you want to do a little crowing about? 

We get a fair bit of information that comes our way. We look for
news items. We haven’t done a great job reporting on long-range plan-
ning. Sometimes it’s pretty heavy reading. It’s only when we’re look-
ing back that we see the major changes. It’s kind of an incremental
approach. Aside from the opening of the campus – which was a major
shift –it was – what – 12 years ago? 

Cohen: Its’ 13 now.
JP&N: It’s just amazing. It seems like yesterday. That building has

become the fulcrum for the community.
Cohen: There’s the old expression: ‘Nothing succeeds like success.’

When you look at the quality of Jewish life in Winnipeg and the
opportunity for Jewish life in Winnipeg, I think we have a lot to be
proud of. We have a vibrant, well-connected community that’s highly
participatory, that we have programming from the very young to
seniors’ programming, and in almost every aspect of the life cycle we
have something vibrant going on.

In many ways it’s the envy of every middle-sized community in
North America, and if you look at what goes on in some of the com-
munities in the sunbelt, you know, who are our size or greater, they
don’t have what we have going on. They don’t have financial security
and I think good management plays an integral role. About 20 years
ago the community made a decision that none of its beneficiary agen-
cies would run a deficit, none of its beneficiary agencies would take
on debt. There’s something to be said for good management leading to
success. There’s a Talmudic expression: “Ain kemach, ain Torah” – if
there isn’t good financial management, then it’s hard to have a good
Jewish life. Really, I think that, about 30 years ago Richard Kroft
chaired a committee that looked at the financial health of the Jewish
community, and it was determined that, if you added up all the assets
and subtracted all the liabilities, the net worth of the community was
zero.

Today, if you add up all the assets and subtract all the liabilities, you
come to a number that’s like $120 million - when I count the Jewish
Foundation as part of the overall asset of the community…Of course,
you have the “kemach” – that doesn’t’ necessarily mean you have

Ben Cohen
(Cont. from page 20.)

(Cont. on page 22. See “Ben Cohen”.)

There’s the old expression:
‘Nothing succeeds like success.’
When you look at the quality of
Jewish life in Winnipeg and the
opportunity for Jewish life in

Winnipeg, I think we have a lot to
be proud of.
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The Bar Mitzvah

“I Believe” performance for G8 interfaith leaders
Special guest Senator Romeo Dallaire to narrate portion of acclaimed oratorio 

WINNIPEG, MB – Media outlets are advised that approximately 230 religious leaders and
observers from around the world gathering at The University of Winnipeg from Monday,
June 21 to Wednesday, June 23 for the World Religions Summit 2010 will experience two
popular, Manitoba-produced musical expressions of human dignity: Danny Schur’s STRIKE!
(Wed., June 23 at 11:15 a.m.) and composer Zane Zalis’s mesmerizing oratorio I Believe
(Mon., June 21 at 8:00 p.m.) which will include narration by special guest, Senator Romeo
Dallaire.

I Believe, which premiered to rave reviews in 2009, is a universal story of dehumanization,
survival and idealism that explores the interior thoughts of both victim and perpetrator. The
June 21st performance will feature original members Marko Zeiler, Kelsey Cowie, the Project
Z Singers with Zane Zalis conducting. 

“Faith allows us to stop and reflect. I Believe does the same thing on the arts side,” said
Zalis. “Religious leaders can have real impact and influence in the world and bringing this
oratorio to this audience is a natural partnership. I am especially honoured that Senator
Dallaire has agreed to add his voice to this important event.”

The public is welcome to attend as space dictates.
The World Religions Summit is preceded by a day of dialogue on Human Rights and

Religious Freedoms on Monday, June 21 that is open to the public and media in Eckhardt-
Gramatte Hall (9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.). Details at: www.faithchallengeG8.com

Jewish life, but
we’ve gone from
sort of insolvency
to solvency - to a

secure physical home – to reinventing our
community with the new immigrants, and
now securing our future by broadening and
expanding the connectivity, and by making
Jewish life more accessible and affordable.

If you look at, for example, the last Yom
Ha’atzmaut function, you would have seen
people who have been here four generations
and people who came here in the last six
months…thousands of people coming to cel-
ebrate Yom Ha’atzmaut – hundreds of chil-
dren…you could barely walk in the place. So
I think that’s really a testament to the strength
and vibrancy of the community.

JP&N: One final question – is it fair to say,
though, while the community leaders have
done a terrific job in building the bricks and
mortar institutions, in terms of the spiritual
side – I’ve heard this criticism from more reli-
gious elements – we’ve lost a fair number of
orthodox people, who’ve felt there wasn’t
enough here for them and their families.

Yes, the Lubavitch is building a new centre,
but would you agree that perhaps Winnipeg
is lacking a spiritual component?

Cohen: My family’s a member of both
Herzliah and Etz Chayim, and we support
Chabad. I see a certain vibrancy in terms of
our synagogue life. Whether you go to Etz
Chayim or you go to Shaarey Zedek or you go
to Herzliah, I think we have a very positive
and exciting trend. Is it where we want it to
be or would like it to be or could be – I don’t
think so, but we are building a new 14,000
square foot Chabad centre, which will be up
and open for Chanukah. 

You know, middle-size communities have
difficulty – if we don’t have the orthodox
institutions, we have difficulty in retaining
young families who are looking for orthodox
education. Having said that, L.A, is having
the same problem, because if you speak to
some people in the shuls in L.A., you’ll hear
that there aren’t enough yeshivas and ortho-
dox institutions, so it’s not just Winnipeg – it’s
a mid-city thing.

Would we like to have institutions that
serve all parts of every stream of Judaism ?
Yes, we would. The Chabad centre may not
address the concern of every orthodox fami-
ly, but certainly between Chabad and
Herzliah, I think we have a meaningful
Jewish life here.

By RICKI SEGAL
My brother Marvin was born in May 1955

and in 1968 we celebrated his bar mitzvah. I
was married and expecting my first child at
that time and my mother kept telling people,
“I am going to be a baba, but I am still young
as I am a bar mitzvah mother.”

The bar mitzvah took place at the Talmud
Torah Synagogue in Winnipeg. As the service
proceeded and it got closer to the time that
my brother would have to chant his mafter, I
remember feeling very nervous for him. After
all, this was a very special occasion for a
young Jewish boy and we had attended
another bar mitzvah a few years earlier when
the young man on that day was so rattled that
he couldn’t finish his Torah portion and actu-
ally passed out in the synagogue.

My parents did their best to avoid such a
calamity in their family. They tried to talk to
my brother and give him a pep talk before his
big event, and all worked out well. When it
was his turn to get up on the Bema, Marvin
said his haphtara without any errors or infrac-
tions.

After the service, at the other end of the
Talmud Torah, there was another hall where a
hot lunch was served. My great Auntie Annie
was very offended because there wasn’t any
assigned seating, so she proceeded to leave
the bar mitzvah in a huff.

I was sitting at the head table with my hus-
band Ken Lerner when some of the guests
came up to shake our hands and give us
mazel tov. Forgetting that the cake was in
front of him, Ken began to shake Mrs.
Springman’s hand, a woman who was Baba
and Zayde’s boarder, and proceeded to get
her arm in the cake. Without any hesitation,
Ken lifted Mrs. Springman’s arm out of the
cake and scolded her in a joking manner
about why she was trying to take the cake
home with her. Mrs. Springman looked rather
puzzled and left the head table to go back to
her seat, with an arm full of icing.

Many years have passed since that day. I
think about the family that was there that day
and how many are no longer with us. I
embrace my memories and love to share
them with others.

Ben Cohen
(Cont. from page 21.)
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By IRWIN LIPNOWSKI 
Certain historical figures are so

intimately identified with a particu-
lar characteristic that the mere
mention of that characteristic
immediately brings this person’s
name to mind. Mention ‘political
intrigue’ and ‘Machiavelli’ springs
to mind. Utter the word ‘intelli-
gence’ and one immediately thinks
‘Einstein’. Say ‘wisdom’ and one
thinks ‘King Solomon’. 

How did Solomon, the son of
King David and Queen Bat-Sheva,
the third King of Israel, the builder
of the first Temple in Jerusalem,
manage to become so renowned
for his wisdom that his reputation
has endured for almost three thou-
sand years? Publicists were quite
scarce in Solomon’s era. His repu-
tation undoubtedly benefited from
the biblical account of his unparal-
leled wisdom, even though this
was based on Solomon’s personal
recollection of his dream. 

He claimed that God told him “I have given
thee a wise and an understanding heart; so
that there hath been none like thee before
thee, neither after thee shall any arise like
unto thee.” In the twenty-first century, if such
a claim were posted on YouTube, it would
probably be dismissed as the
shameless self-promotion of a
flaming narcissist. 

Solomon’s reputation for
wisdom was probably secured
by one well-documented inci-
dent (described in Kings I,
Chapter 3, verses 16 to 28)
involving two prostitutes who lived together.
Within a three day period, both gave birth to
male babies. One woman accidentally suffo-
cated her baby who shared her bed. She
swapped her dead baby for the living one
while the other woman slept. 

When the mother of the living baby awoke
to nurse her child, she was shocked to dis-
cover that her son had been replaced by the
deceased baby. The imposter insisted that the
living baby belonged to her. 

To resolve the dispute, the women
appeared before King Solomon. He ordered a
sword, to “divide the living child in two.” The
true mother exclaimed, “Give her the living
child and in no wise slay it” while the
imposter said, “Let it be neither mine nor
thine, but divide it.” Without hesitation, King
Solomon awarded the child to the woman
who relinquished her claim to save her son’s
life. 

Word spread rapidly about King Solomon’s
brilliant solution. So impressed were his sub-
jects that they concluded that “the wisdom of
God was in him.” 

Did King Solomon really deserve to be

credited with so much wisdom? Had the
imposter realized that she could conceal her
true identity by simply repeating the true
mother’s statement, “Give her the living child
and in no wise slay it,” the identity of the true
mother would not have been revealed. Then
Solomon would likely have randomly award-

ed the baby to one of
the claimants by toss-
ing a fair coin. The
true mother would
regain her son with a
fifty percent chance
but this would hardly
have contributed to

King Solomon’s reputation for unsurpassed
wisdom. 

Although King Solomon’s reputation may
have been based upon the imposter’s sim-
plicity, he was shrewd enough to realize that
the women could not engage in sophisticat-
ed reasoning. So his scheme to expose the
imposter worked perfectly. 

Economists have attempted to improve
upon Solomon’s scheme. Their goal was to
design a mechanism that would disclose the
imposter, even if she were highly sophisticat-
ed and attempted to present herself as the
true mother. 

By assuming that the true mother would
value her son more highly than would the
imposter, they have improved upon
Solomon’s solution. 

Even if the imposter was sophisticated,
Solomon could have conducted an auction
for the baby with the women successively
calling out higher prices. 

Ultimately the true mother would outbid
the imposter and justice would be served.
(Presumably one’s sensibility is no more
offended by an auction than by the threat to
divide the baby in two). Moreover, Solomon
could later refund the proceeds from the
winning bid to the real mother in a gesture of
regal magnanimity. 

King Solomon’s reputation for unsurpassed
wisdom seems to rest on a rather slender
basis. 

Indeed, when one learns that King
Solomon had seven hundred wives (not to
mention three hundred concubines), one
might further question his wisdom. His skill
at balancing the competing demands of so
many women seems more impressive than
his legendary wisdom.

Did King Solomon really deserve his 
reputation for wisdom?

King Solomon’s reputation
for unsurpassed wisdom
seems to rest on a rather

slender basis.



How fitting it was
that Home Box Office
owned the rights to
televise the June 5th
WBA World Super
Welterweight title
fight between Puerto
Rican challenger
Miguel Cotto and
Jewish champion Yuri

Foreman, a Belarus born Israeli now living in
Brooklyn.

HBO, as you all know, has the occasional
special such as a championship fight, but
features primarily movies on local cable
should you choose to take the elastic off the
bankroll and avail yourself of extra flicks
prior to their being released gratis on public
television. 

Oh, I watched the fight alright and I’ve seen
a few in my time. I used to enjoy listening to
Don Dunphy on the radio Friday nights and
later covered all of Tom Burns’s boxing pro-
motions at the Winnipeg Convention Centre,
either for Canadian Press or this publication
when Jewish fighters such as Bruce Strauss of
Omaha and local lad Dave Dusang did their
thing in the ring.

Never before, however, have I witnessed a
pro boxing match as bizarre as the one refer-
eed by Arthur Mercante Jr. that I viewed on
the first Saturday of this month. The script had
more high drama and theatrics than the entire
Sylvester Stallone “Rocky” franchise.

Just imagine, as a writer, if I had
approached the power broker at HBO with
what I thought was a can’t-miss movie script
about a pair of 29-year-old boxers vying for a
title that ought to be made into a movie. 

The only rationale for my even getting a
hearing would be, of course, that I insisted
that I was somewhat related by the fact that
our grandmothers in Minsk or Pinsk were
second cousins who, as children, sat across
from each other in cheder. 

“Max, listen carefully,” I would say.” This
sports story has some punch. The conflict is
between a Puerto Rican boxer out for
redemption and now believed to be washed
up following a pair of one-sided losses after
going undefeated and now boasting a 34-2
record with 27 knockouts. His opponent
would be a Jewish rabbinical student never
having suffered a loss in 28 matches with
eight KO’s and making his initial defence as
Israel’s first world boxing titlist.

“He learns to box at age seven in Belarus,
immigrates in 1991 to Haifa and becomes a
three-time Israeli amateur national champi-
on. 

“The bout would
be held outdoors for
the first time at the
new Yankee Stadium
in the Bronx. Why
hold it indoors in
Madison Square
Garden when it can
become more of an
event, a happening?

“It’d draw well
since both ethnic
groups boast large
populations in New
York. I can already
imagine the Israeli
and Puerto Rican
flags blowing in the
wind in support of
their compatriot.
Oh the pomp and

ceremony!
“The venue is perfect since the old Yankee

stadium, which was erected in 1923 and
boasted such legendary pugilists as Joe Louis,
Sugar Ray Robinson, Rocky Marciano, and
Muhammad Ali, was a cathedral – a shrine. 

“We schedule the encounter on a Saturday
night and the aspiring orthodox rabbi who is
fewer than two years away from ordination,
has to stay in a mid-town hotel until sundown
before making his way to the ballpark by lim-
ousine where his opponent has been anx-
iously awaiting his arrival. 

“In the crowd, on one side of the ring,
would be the beautiful Jewish Hungarian
wife Leyla Leidecker, herself an amateur
boxer at one time, and on the other side the
Puerto Rican wife, a sight for sore eyes at any
time of the day, along with her family in sup-
port of her husband.

“Being the defending champion the Jew,
committed as much to his boxing as he is to
his religion, enters the ring last with a large
Star of David on his trunks and with the usual
entourage amid the sounding of the shofar, or
ram’s horn, used in synagogue during the
high holy days. The serious-looking chal-
lenger has already preceded him to the
pounding sound of salsa music, which might
explain why the city never sleeps.

“Well-known ring announcer Michael
Buffer, dressed as if he were attending his
daughter’s wedding, and who always adds a
bit of class to such potential mayhem will
growl his usual: ‘Let’s get ready to rrrrrrrrum-
ble,’ as only he can do.

“Even though both boxers will weigh in at
about 154 lbs, the slightly built Jewish champ
is three inches taller and his more muscular
opponent resembles in appearance a Mike
Tyson; sort of a choir boy vs. a construction
worker. Wait, it’d be a nice touch to add a
black knee brace to the religious kid’s leg. It
could appear as a sort of foreshadowing.
Might even conjure up a mess of empathy.

“The challenger, in the first three rounds,
will come out the aggressor and land solid
punches, all the while rebuilding his shat-
tered confidence, and the champ will do his
best Fred Astaire while dancing around the
ring as if he were auditioning for his debut at
Carnegie Hall. Oh, he has better hand speed
too, but he lacks the knockout punch of a
George Foreman, the ex- heavyweight boxer
and now minister, whose griddles hold up to
six pancakes, and he can flatten you. 

“The Jewish champ, a self-described cau-
tious boxer who views each of his scraps as a
chess match, continues to bide his time while
developing a nosebleed when suddenly, late
in round four (think brace), while being
backed into a corner, his knee gives way and
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Here’s a script for a Jewish “Rocky”:
THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

YURI FOREMAN
Suffers first loss in 29 fights

(Cont. on page 25. See “Harvey Rosen”.)



By MARC BRODSKY 
NEW YORK (JTA) – Yuri Foreman may have

lost his first title defense, but the Orthodox
Jewish boxer apparently gained plenty of
respect on a balmy evening in Yankee
Stadium. 

Foreman continued to fight through what
he called “sharp pain” in his knee in the last
three rounds of his World Boxing Association
super-welterweight championship bout
against three-time champion Miguel Cotto
late Saturday night in the Bronx. 

The 29-year-old rabbinical student, now liv-
ing in Brooklyn via Haifa, Israel, and his
native Belarus, slipped several times during
the bout, wrenching his right knee in the sev-

enth round. 
Foreman fought on before referee Arthur

Mercante Jr. stopped the match 42 seconds
into the ninth round following a hard Cotto
right to Foreman’s midsection. Mercante a
round earlier had refused to halt the proceed-
ings even though Foreman’s corner had
thrown in the towel. 

The defeat could have potentially served as a
blow to the growing number of fans who rallied
behind Foreman and the chance to hail a
Jewish boxing champ for the first time in more
than half a century. But judging from comments
from Foreman loyalists after the fight, his
appeal may grow thanks to his willingness to
keep on fighting despite the injury. 

Even Cotto’s fans were impressed. 
“I respect him because he tried to fight

Cotto – key word tried,” said Hector Aponte,
a Hispanic man from the Williamsburg sec-
tion of Brooklyn, who took home an Israeli
flag out of respect for Foreman’s effort. “The
thing you got to respect is even when his leg
went out, he still fought.” 

Speaking of the Israeli flag he was carrying,
Aponte added, “I’ll go and hang it on my wall
next to my Puerto Rican boxing gloves.” 

Jerry Kahn, a comedian and an Orthodox
Jew, echoed Aponte. 

“He makes all of us proud,” Kahn said.
“He’s a very classy guy.” 

Though he was mostly stripped of his trade-
mark ability to move from side to side and is
not known for his power – the formerly
unbeaten Foreman only had eight knock-
downs among his 28 victories – he tried to
persevere against the stalking Cotto. 

Now here’s a slightly less florid version of the fight:

Foreman gains respect even in losing title 

he slips to the canvas awkwardly. His best
round nonetheless.

“Rounds five, six and seven see the now
hobbling Jewish fighter continuing to
bleed; surprisingly there hasn’t been one

clinch in the entire match, but he soon discovers he’s got an agile part-
ner anyway, who now can also dance but at the same time still find
his target with laser-like precision. Oh yes, without even being belted,
the champ’s knee gives way two more times before round seven ends. 

“Round eight, the limping and bleeding but game Jewish fighter is
suddenly stunned when a white towel is thrown into the ring and for
all intents and purposes the battle is over.

“Now here’s an original twist, nobody admits to throwing it in, not
the champ’s distressed-looking wife nor the corner man; besides the
referee decides that it doesn’t matter because the champ is still retali-
ating and he thinks the Israeli still has some fight left in him. The ref-
eree tells the champ to ‘ Suck it up, kid,’ and proceeds to clear the ring

so that the fight can continue.
“Mercy finally prevails 45 seconds into round nine when the chal-

lenger delivers a hard blow to the Jew’s ribs and the champ in pain
crumples to the floor 

“As for the kosher kid from Brooklyn, there could easily be a sequel,
a rematch, because he will be described as a warrior with heart by his
opponent, and courageous and valiant by the announcers. It will be
noted that he has rebuilt his reputation by losing just as the challenger
has rebuilt his by winning. 

“What do you think?” Max.
“Not interested in science fiction?
The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and

covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.
Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports

to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-
mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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I am sitting at my
computer looking out
the window, enjoying
the overcast day,
which is expected to
turn into a rainy one
before long. I’m
thinking about the
weather, which seems
to be a major concern

for most people – it’s the first thing they talk
about when you meet them. This is simple
social intercourse at work. It’s easy to con-
nect to others by talking about something like
the weather. It is an opening that can some-
times move communication to a more mean-
ingful level.

Often when I try to help others
who are addicted or abusing
substances, I find that my using
humor leads them to drop their
defenses. It is as universal as a
beautiful sunset or a rainbow.
Sometimes it’s helpful to para-
phrase what the person has said
to you, restating it in a clearer,
shorter way, so it’s clear that you
understand what’s just been said.
We often misunderstand what
the other person is meaning to say.

I have spent more than a year trying to help
a man – I’ll call him Mr. Man – see the value
of making healthier choices in his life. He is
so confused that one day he told me how
much sense I was making and that I clearly
knew what I was talking about. Two days later
he hung up on me because he disliked my
answer to a question. My communication
style hadn’t changed. He, though, was in the
midst of painful withdrawal. At moments like
that, I’ve found that silence usually is the best

response.
One would think that Mr. Man would do

whatever is required of him to become free of
addiction, thus opening up an entire new
world of possibilities. He is a bright man and
can be charismatic. But he has been banned
from several establishments, including syna-
gogues. Stealing is one reason. Mr. Man also
seduces people into helping him by provid-
ing money, clothing and other perks. He con-
tinues to be a walking contradiction. He
shares inappropriate stories with me. They do
not help heal him but rather drive him to con-
sume more substances. 

This is not a fifth step he is engaging in with
me. (In 12-step programs, Step No. 4 is taking

a personal inventory
and Step No. 5 is
admitting the exact
nature of your
wrongs to G-d, to
yourself and to
someone else.) If his
actions were sincere
and he felt deeply
the nature of his
errors, the benefit to
him would be huge
and he would be

able to move mountains – the ones in his
soul. To continue to tell stories about the
power he holds over some people because he
knows secrets about them that he’s using as
blackmail to extract money and other things
from them isn’t working the program but
abusing it. So it’s no surprise that he receives
no benefit from sharing this information with
me. The end result is that he continues to use.
His life is similar to a cyclone coming and
going.

TAKE THE HIGH ROAD

By

HART PEIKOFF

The Good Life Preceded by a Shift in Attitude

(Cont. on page 31. See “Hart Peikoff”.)

Often when I try to help
others who are addicted
or abusing substances, I

find that my using humor
leads them to drop their

defenses. It is as universal
as a beautiful sunset or a

rainbow.



By MYRON LOVE
As a teacher in an earlier life, I learned early

on the importance of projecting a sense of
control and strength. If you come across at
the beginning of the year as wishy-washy, you
quickly lose the class. When that happens, it
is very difficult to regain control and respect.

The same rule of thumb applies to leaders
of nations. When President Obama came into
office, he spoke of outreach and internation-
al co-operation. He obviously assumed that
nice words and extending the hand of friend-
ship to the likes of Iran, North Korea,
Venezuela and Russia would be reciprocated
in kind. Instead, just the opposite has hap-
pened.

By continually apologizing for American
sins – real and imagined, by publicly and
repeatedly renouncing the use of force in
almost all circumstances, by drawing lines in
the sand and then constantly moving them
back, the Obama Administration is projecting
weakness to the expansionist dictators, ideo-
logues and fanatics of the world. Iran, Syria,
Russia, China and North Korea (as well as
Turkey more recently) have drawn their con-
clusions. They can do whatever they please
(build nuclear weapons, attack neighbours)
without fear of any consequences from the
United States – or from Western Europe for
that matter. (The Europeans have long been
showing their unwillingness to stand up for
their beliefs.)

That malaise seems to be somewhat infect-
ing Israel as well in recent years. Now, to be
fair, Israel is under constant pressure from the
international community basically not to do
anything to defend themselves. And people
get tired of having constantly to be fighting
for their existence after more than 60 years.

Still, constant apologizing by Israeli govern-
ments in recent years, unilateral withdrawals
and hesitation to take action against clear
acts of war have brought peace no closer
and, at the same time, have convinced Israel’s
many enemies that Israel has become weak
and fearful. Iran, Syria, Hezbollah and
Hamas all smell blood and are preparing to
close in for the kill.

I remain confident though that Israel’s ene-
mies are underestimating the Jewish state and
that Israel can come out winners in any hos-

tilities. But at what cost?
In 1967, When Israel was faced with

massed armies on its borders, the Jewish state
took pre-emptive action to resounding suc-
cess. I know that it is not always easy decid-
ing when to take pre-emptive action though,
and that it is easy for outsiders to criticise in
hindsight. So I will refrain from doing that.

One area where Israel could and should
take action is in the worldwide propaganda
campaign against it. For example, one
American columnist suggested that Israel
should respond to Turkey’s hostile attitude
and support for the so-called peace flotilla by
presenting the Turks with bills for the costs of
the naval operation and the medical treat-
ment of the injured. Israel should also be
publicizing the Turkish genocide of the
Armenians 100 years ago that Turkey insists
on denying, and Turkish repression of its
Kurdish minority, as well as providing mater-
ial support to the Kurds.

I would also suggest that the Government of
Israel sue for libel reporters and news sources
in the West who broadcast unsubstantiated
allegations, such as Israelis removing organs
from Palestinians. The cost of fighting lawsuits
would, I believe, persuade western media to
be a lot more careful about what they broad-
cast.

I pray that it will be a peaceful summer in
the Middle East.
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Perceived political weakness leaves power vacuum

Constant apologizing by Israeli
governments in recent years,
unilateral withdrawals and

hesitation to take action against
clear acts of war have brought

peace no closer and at the same
time have convinced Israel’s many

enemies that Israel has become
weak and fearful.

By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN
This past Tuesday was the Yahrzeit of Rabbi

Menachem M. Schneerson, the seventh Rebbe
of Chabad-Lubavitch. Although sixteen years
have elapsed since his passing, his influence
continues to have a profound effect on Jewish
life, wherever Jews live. Anyone who travels to
remote Jewish communities will find Chabad
emissaries that keep the torch of Judaism burn-
ing. The Rebbe was successful in creating a
vibrant network that connects Jews the world
over.

The Rebbe’s success challenges the standard
perception that people have of orthodox Jewish
leaders. But it is important for us is to examine
this enigma and perhaps draw lessons on how
we too can promote Jewish life in our own
Jewish community in Winnipeg.

An key to understanding the Rebbe’s success-
ful path is to be found in this week’s Torah
Reading called Chukat. In Chukat, the Torah
describes the passing of Miriam and Aaron, the
sister and brother of Moses. 

The Talmudic sages deduce from the passage
that in the merit of these two great personalities,
the Jews were enabled to trek through the
wilderness. G-d provided the Jews with a well of
water in the merit of the righteous Miriam. He
covered the Jewish Camp with a protection of
divine clouds, in the merit of Aaron. And He
gave them Manna to eat in the merit of Moses.

When Miriam passed away the Jews lost their supply of water and
when Aaron passed away they lost the protective shield of clouds.
After the passing of Moses, we read in Joshua that the Jews lost the
supply of Manna.

This narrative is very instructive about the role of Jewish leadership.
Although these three people - Moses, Aaron and Miriam - were pri-
marily spiritual leaders, they were also very much involved in the
material welfare of the nation. Judaism does not recognize a dichoto-
my between the spiritual and material aspects of life. 

One is dependent on the other. A person that lacks in his spiritual
wellbeing is unable to maintain a physically healthy life. And con-
versely, a Jew can only be healthy of spirit if he keeps his body phys-

ically healthy. A healthy body together with a
healthy soul makes for a wholesome person.

The Torah describes how G-d selected Moses as a
Jewish leader. Moses was a shepherd of his father-
in-law’s sheep. He would carefully look after the
needs of each individual sheep. 

He sought out firm grass to satisfy the older sheep
and he led the little lambs to soft, tender grass.
When one lamb ran off in the wilderness because it
was thirsty, Moses ran after it and took after its
needs. That was when G-d selected Moses because
a Jewish leader needs to be attentive to each indi-
vidual’s needs and challenges.

So in summary, a good Jewish leader must be
concerned with both the spiritual and material of
the community. Secondly, he must never lose sight
of the individual.

It’s all too common for leaders of Jewish organi-
zations to be totally absorbed in only one of these.
Some rabbis and scholars are totally involved with
the spiritual life of Jews. And some community
leaders are completely absorbed in providing for
social and financial needs.

Jewish life is wholesome and healthy only when
it is a combination of both.

A deeper problem that affects many institutions is
that too often their concern is primarily to build
their own institution and take care of their own
membership. 

The amazing thing about the Lubavitch Rebbe is that he trained his
students to devote their lives to help the non-orthodox Jews and often
even gentiles, as well. The small Jewish communities, the ordinary or
non-affiliated Jews were just as important to him as the deeply reli-
gious.

We in Winnipeg, as in much of the Jewish world, face an identity
crisis. Many Jews are not affiliated with any synagogue or with any
community organization. We’ve got to think in broader terms; not
only about increasing the membership of our own favourite organiza-
tion or synagogue, but about reaching out to each and every Jew. And
when we reach out to fellow Jews, our hands should be filled with
both material and spiritual nourishment to make Jews feel comfortable
about who they are.

Jewish outreach

RABBI MENACHEM M.
SCHNEERSON. The Rebbe was suc-
cessful in creating a vibrant net-
work that connects Jews the world
over.
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Due to the large size
of the Marmara, Israel
could not stop the ves-
sel by technical means,

such as fouling its propeller. There was no option but to helicopter
commandos onto the deck. Though they carried pistols for their per-
sonal defense, their main weapons were non-lethal paintball guns. But
these proved ineffective in stopping the mercenaries, who also were
equipped with bullet-proof vests and gas masks. Our soldiers were
quickly overwhelmed and several were severely injured. Some sus-
tained gunshot wounds, either from the sidearms wrested from them
or from other guns that may have later been thrown overboard. 

It is crucial to note that solely on the Marmara did Israel encounter
any violence and only from the hired thugs. Even then, Israel offered
to convey the Marmara’s cargo to Gaza. A subsequent ship from
Ireland was boarded and escorted to southern Israel without injury or
incident and its cargo similarly transferred. 

Since the Marmara episode, Israel has come under immense pres-
sure to submit to an international inquiry. Such a panel, drawn from

countries hostile to Israel, could hardly be expected to be balanced.
They also would violate Israel’s right – indeed its duty – as a democ-
ratic state to investigate itself. 

Still, the Israeli government is considering some degree of interna-
tional consultation under an authoritative Israeli inquest. We are also
open to ideas from the United States and other friendly nations on
ways to address the needs of Gaza’s population with Israel’s vital secu-
rity interests. 

We in Israel understand the difficulty of explaining our need to mon-
itor the sea lanes to Gaza and to maintain pressure on Hamas to free
Gilad Shalit. It is, to say the least, unpleasant to confront charges of
piracy and violations of international law. We know that confronting
Hamas is essential for our safety and for the success of negotiations
with the Palestinian Authority. Because of our steadfastness, Hamas’
popularity in Gaza has plummeted in recent months. That is a trend
that, in spite of its costs, must be embraced by all who care about
Israel and peace. 

(Michael B. Oren is Israel’s ambassador to the United States. This
article was originally written for the Jewish Exponent of Philadelphia.)

By HADAR SUSSKIND
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Watching the video

of the Israeli Navy Commandos rappelling
onto the Marmara was for me – as for many
people – full of anxiety and sadness. Sadness
that Israeli soldiers, in the same uniforms I
once proudly wore, were put in such a terri-
ble situation and subject to violent attack.
Sadness that Israel’s failed strategy of
blockading Gaza had led to this and deep
anxiety about the future of the Middle East, of
Israel and of the Palestinian people.

I harbor no illusions about the motives of
the flotilla’s organizers. While their cargo was
humanitarian in nature, their stated intent
was to force the Israeli government to con-
front the consequences of the Gaza blockade
– including by exploiting the resultant media
coverage to further damage Israel’s interna-
tional standing.

In the end, they not only succeeded in cre-
ating that negative publicity but also in high-
lighting for the world just how ineffectual
Israel’s actions and policies have been in
Gaza.

It would be very easy to remain entirely
focused on the aftermath of the recent vio-
lence, but it’s crucial we remember the flotil-
la was a symptom of two much larger issues:
the unproductive Israeli blockade of Gaza
and the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

Since Hamas took power in Gaza, Israel has
maintained a tight isolation of the Strip,
attempting to control who and what may go
in and out. The Israeli government has stated
that the goals of the blockade are to ensure
the security of Israel’s citizens by preventing
the import of weapons and to break the back
of Hamas. The thinking goes that a deeply
unhappy Gazan people will turn on its gov-
ernment and demand change.

Reality however, shows Hamas more heav-
ily armed in control of Gaza than ever before
– and no such popular uprising has occurred.

Hamas has total control over the tunnel
economy, bringing in food and medicine to
meet some of the people’s needs, while using
the very same tunnel system to funnel in arms
and cash. Gazans see Hamas as the only
force providing for their basic needs, while
Israel prohibits the legal importation of such
“dangerous” materials as nutmeg and cloth-
ing fabric.

Simply put, Israel is not served by the block-
ade – Hamas is. Israel is not served by 1.5
million increasingly hungry, dispirited and
angry people – Hamas is. And the likelihood
that Gazans will be open to the kind of com-
promise that would finally secure Israel’s
future as a Jewish, democratic home – a two-
state solution – shrinks by the day.

Those who wish to see Israel thrive in safe-
ty and security should seek to lift the block-
ade, which has been not just “ineffective” but
damaging to Israel, and instead, advocate for
the establishment of genuinely effective secu-
rity measures to prevent weapons from enter-
ing Gaza. While Israel must continue to mon-

itor the flow of goods and people entering
Gaza, they don’t need to keep out food, med-
icines and so many of the seemingly arbitrary
items, which are currently prohibited.

Israel must also address the extensive dam-
age it has suffered to its standing in the world
by immediately
appointing an inde-
pendent commission
to investigate the
events that took
place on the
Marmara and the
decisions and cir-
cumstances sur-
rounding the
tragedy.

While I’m confi-
dent Israel’s govern-
ment is capable of
carrying out such an
investigation, as they
have done so repeat-
edly in the past, we
must now recognize
that to many in
America and around
the globe, Israel’s
credibility is sadly in
doubt. Nothing but
an immediate and
fully independent
inquiry – possibly
with American sup-
port and involve-
ment – will produce
a report viewed as
fair by both Israel
and the international
community.

But finally, even lifting the blockade, ending
the smuggling of arms, and re-establishing
Israel’s credibility on the world stage would
only achieve so much. As Israel’s most stal-
wart ally, the American government must
now work diligently and with great urgency
to address the issue at the very core of Israel’s
security problems: President Obama must
redouble his efforts toward peace and lead
an all-out effort to end the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict and achieve a two-state solution –
now.

This moment of crisis and tragedy might yet
be turned it into a meaningful opportunity to
end the violence once and for all – or it can
be kicked back and forth, the dead and
injured used as a political football for ideo-
logues to make points. The choice is ours.

As President Obama himself said in Cairo a
year ago: “Too many tears have been shed.
Too much blood has been shed. All of us
have a responsibility to work for the day
when the mothers of Israelis and Palestinians
can see their children grow up without fear.” 

(Hadar Susskind is J Street’s Vice President
of Policy and Strategy. This article first
appeared in The Hill.)

In defense of the blockade
(Cont. from page 5.)

Op-Ed: Blockade serves Hamas, not Israel

Those who wish to see Israel thrive
in safety and security should seek

to lift the blockade, which has been
not just “ineffective” but damaging
to Israel, and instead, advocate for

the establishment of genuinely
effective security measures to

prevent weapons from entering
Gaza.

IDF to open internal flotilla investigation
JERUSALEM (JTA) – The Israel Defense

Forces will conduct an internal investiga-
tion into its interception of a Gaza-bound
flotilla that ended in the death of nine
activists. 

IDF Chief of Staff Gabi Ashkenazi on
Monday appointed Gen. Giora Eiland, the
former head of Israel’s National Security
Council, to lead the military investigation.

Israel over the weekend rejected a United
Nations proposal to establish an interna-
tional commission to probe the deaths. 

The Israeli investigative team will use
Navy testimonies gathered following the
incident. The team has been charged with
determining “the outcomes and lessons
learned from the operation,” according to a
statement from the IDF. 

The members of the team include professionals with expertise on
the matter who were not a part of the operational chain of com-
mand during the incident. 

The investigative team will present its findings to Ashkenazi by
July 4, according to the statement. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu also decided to appoint a
state panel of inquiry into the incident after deliberating with his
forum of seven ministers, Haaretz reported Monday. The forum had
deliberated over the panel for days. 

Top justices experienced in matters of international and marine
law – including at least one American observer – will make up the
panel, Haaretz reported, citing an unnamed source.

GEN. GIORA
EILAND
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
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When sending in Obituaries or Yahrzeits, please
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JUNE16

delandes ad

Deadline for the

June 30 issue of

The Jewish Post & News is

noon

Friday, June 25

VERA OMNITSKY
January 13, 1918 - May 14, 2010

On Friday morning,
May 14, 2010 Mom
passed peacefully, with
her daughter Shirley,
granddaughter Kori and
great-granddaughter
Talia by her side. She was
predeceased by her be-
loved husband William
(Bill), parents, Louis and
Clara Borodkin, brother
Harry Borodkin, sister
Mary Peltz. Left to cher-
ish her memory are her

daughters, Marilyn Levant (Milton), Shirley Brown
(Larry), grandchildren Carla Corder (Rick), Kori Kagan
(Jamie), Shane Brown (Sheryl), Rachel Brown (Aaron
Catellier), great-grandchildren, Hannah Corder, Dylan
and Talia Kagan, Aliya and Samuel Brown, sisters,
Edith Komisar, Sara Gelfand, brother-in-law Izzy Peltz,
sisters-in-law Freda Gillman and Lucille Omson, and
numerous nieces and nephews.

Mom was born in Pavlich, Russia. She and her family
immigrated to Canada when she was four years old.
Mom was not your average woman. Packed into her
little frame was a giant personality, dynamic, talented,
clever, sweet, silly, charming and funny. Mom was
admired for her beautiful voice. She instilled in her
family, by her actions, the courage to utilize their
talents, to be strong in character and beliefs. She never
realized the impact she had on others, but her little body
hid a woman with the strength of a lion. Her zest for life
allowed her to overcome bodily breakdowns and medi-
cal issues that would have brought down most others.
She always wanted to live...to experience life...even
when modern medicine said she couldn’t. She lived till
she died and never gave up. It wasn’t until her 93rd year
when her little body could no longer keep up with her
enormous spirit. She had a great life, a full life, a life
blessed with joy, laughter and love. A life that she
treasured. We celebrate her life, a wife, mother, grand-
mother (Grammy), and great-grandmother, who
touched so many with her talents, her humour, her
friendship, and her magnificent soul. Though our sad-
ness is immeasurable with the reality of our loss, our
hearts overflow with the memory of her life and the
warmth of her spirit.

A very special thank you to Mae Bukowski for all the
years, love and care. Also thank you to the nurses and
staff at the Simkin Centre (Weinberg 1). Funeral serv-
ices took place on Sunday, May 16, 2010 at Shaarey
Zedek Cemetery, officiated by Rabbi Neil Rose. Dona-
tions may be made to Jewish Foundation or Simkin
Centre.

BESSIE ZELICKSON ( nee Fleisher )
April 7/1931 – May 30/2010

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing
of Bessie Zelickson. Bessie was predeceased by her
beloved husband Cyril of 52 years. She will be greatly
missed and remembered by her children Ken Zelickson
( Magda ), grandchildren Kory and Lynsey Zelickson,
Michelle Zelickson, Pamela Kowall ( Howard ) and
grandchildren Sarah Kowall and Ira Kowall.

She will be also missed by her brother Sidney Fleisher,
sisters Miriam Fleisher and Arlene Rusk. Close friends
Betsy and Ken Gibbons as well as other friends and
relatives.

Mom was a devoted wife to her husband and a great
mother to her children. She was a loving and caring
Baba to her grandchildren and will be sadly missed by
all.

A graveside service was officiated by Rabbi Lander
on June 1st 2010. Pallbearers were Kory Zelickson, Ira
Kowall, Adam Chisick, Don Gibson, Arthur Maister
and Harry Maister. Honorary pallbearer was Ken Gib-
bons.

The family would like to extend their deepest appre-
ciation to the wonderful and caring staff at the Simkin
Centre for looking after mom in the last year. Special
thanks to Rosa for helping us care for Mom.

In lieu of flowers donations may be made in Bessie’s
name to the Alzeimers Society of Manitoba or a charity
of your choice.

STEVEN POLLOCK
It is with great sadness

that Phyllis Pollock, for-
merly of Winnipeg, an-
nounces the unexpected
loss of her son, Steven
Pollock.

Steven was born Jan.
5th, 1965 in Winnipeg,
He attended Ramah He-
brew School before mov-
ing with his family to Los
Angeles in 1970.

Stevens siblings Gary
(Laura), Randi, and
Robby Pollock will for-
ever keep him in their

hearts.
Steven is survived by his daughter Lauren Pollock,

age 11, who was the love of his life and his shining star.
Funeral services were held Wed., May 26th a 2 p.m.

at Hillside Memorial Park and was attended by a large
gathering of his friends and relatives.

The family wishes to express their gratitude for all
the loving support and kindness they have received at
this very difficult time.

THE UNVEILING of a HEADSTONE
in Loving Memory of

DORENE HABER  (KATZ)

The family of the late Dorene Haber invite relatives
and friends to the Unveiling of a Headstone on Sunday,
June 27, 2010 at the Shaarey Zedek Cemetery at 12:30
P.M.

Dorene Evelyn Haber, aged 91, died very suddenly
and peacefully in her sleep, on Sunday September  13,
2009. Dorene was the beloved wife of Hyman ( Hymie)
Haber, (deceased, August 1973). She is survived by her
daughter Candice Wilder (Stanley) of Ottawa, and son
Bernard Haber (Kim Stade) of Edmonton, and grand-
children Nathan Wilder ( Marcella) of Melbourne
Australia, and Michael Wilder of Toronto, and a brother
and sister–in–law Dr. Philip and Evelyn Katz. Dorene
was pre-deceased by her parents, Bronya and Nathan
Katz, and 2 brothers and sisters-in-law, Dr. Joseph and
Mary Katz of Vancouver and Victor and Phyllis Katz.

Dorene was an extremely devoted wife, mother, and
grandmother, and friend to all. Her family was her
pride and joy and there was nothing that she would not
do for them. Among her many passions and pleasures
were: teaching school (a life time profession), playing
bridge, and nurturing and nourishing others with her
love, kindness and cooking! Dorene was also actively
involved in Hadassah Wizo and National Council of
Jewish Women.

Dorene will continue to be dearly missed, and fondly
remembered by all who knew her.

The family of the late

SAMUEL I.

(SHLOIMA)

STALL Z’L

wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the

unveiling of a plaque

dedicated to his

loving memory on

Sunday, June 27, 2010

at 11:00 a.m.

at the

Rosh Pina Memorial Park

Unveiling

The family of the late

RENEE

MATAS
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the

unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her

loving memory on

Sunday, June 20, 2010

at 11:15 a.m.

at the

Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Unveiling

The family of the late

FRANCES ROY

(ROITELMAN)
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the

unveiling of a plaque

dedicated to her

loving memory on

Sunday, June 20, 2010

at 2:00 p.m.

at the

Rosh Pina Memorial Park

Unveiling

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHARON

FILKOW
who passed away

June 17, 2008

— We miss you terribly

Ken, Kevin (Debbie-Jo),

Lainie (Bryan) and Sharon’s

grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our

beloved father, grandfather

and brother

SYD FISHER
who passed away

July 3, 1995

5 Days in Tammuz

Nothing can ever take away

The love a heart holds dear,

Fond memories linger every day

Remembrance keeps him near.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

MILLY

GREENFIELD
who passed away

July 11, 1984

11 Days in Tammuz 5744

— Ever remembered and sadly

missed by her children,

grandchildren and great-

grandchildren.
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WEEK OF

JUNE23

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ERNEST (CHAIM)

KERN
who passed away

June 20, 2007

4 days in Tammuz

— Forever remembered and

sadly missed by his wife,

children, grandchildren and

family.

In loving memory of

MATTHEW

LEMER
who passed away

June 21, 2000

18 Days in Sivan

— Always remembered and

sadly missed by Baba Mae and

family.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

JOEL ALEX

MINUK
who passed away

July 3, 1990

10 Days in Tammuz

Forever missing you.

— Love Mom & Dad, Amanda

and Alex.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAXWELL

(MAX) NELKO
who passed away

July 3rd, 2006

8 Days in Tammuz

To live in the hearts

Of ones we loved

Is not to die

—  Forever loved and missed

by his wife, children,

grandchildren, great-

grandchildren and brothers

and sisters.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RACHEL OLIN
who passed away

July 10, 1989

7 Days in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly

missed by her children,

grandchildren and great-

grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear

father and grandfather

LOUIS PROBER
who passed away

July 1, 1944

10 Days in Tammuz

Sixty-six years have passed

since you left us.

The years cannot dim the

memory of one so dear.

—Ever remembered and sadly

missed by his children and

grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID

ROITELMAN

ROY
who passed away

June 15, 1995

17 Days in Sivan

—Always remembered and

sadly missed by his children,

grandchildren, great-

grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAUL GORDON

SHROM
who passed away

June 29, 1990

6 Days in Tammuz

—Ever remembered and sadly

missed by your wife Helen

May, children, grandchildren

and family.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

mother and grandmother

MARY STEIN
who passed away

July 10, 1992

9 Days in Tammuz

Loving memories will never die.

— Ever remembered and sadly

missed by her daughter and

grandchildren.

In Memoriam
36th Yahrzeit

In cherished memory of our

father, zaide & great-zaide

MENDEL

MENACHEM

SZTERNFELD
who passed away

June 28, 1974

8 days in Tamuz

Your warm, gentle, good

nature, sense of  humor, wisdom

and unconditional love will

always be remembered.

— Lovingly, Hilda and Lenny,

Debbie and Jack, Penny,

Mandy and Brandon, Marissa,

Hailey, Caleb, and Zane.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JOE WORB
who passed away

June 17, 1991

5 Days in Tammuz

— Always in our thoughts.

ever remembered and sadly

missed by his loving wife Geri,

children, grandchildren,

family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

34th Yahrzeit 3rd Yahrzeit

ROWENA

GREEN
who passed away

July 11, 1976

13th Day in Tammuz

IRWIN

GREEN
who passed away

June 22, 20007

6th Day in Tammuz

32 years apart

Together eternally

—Forever in our hearts and thoughts, loved and so very missed

by your children Barry, Sharon, Marsha and Alan granddaughters

Ronit, Kari, Shira and Hadara.

SAM

STILLMAN
who passed away

June 18, 1988

In loving memory of

REBECCA

STILLMAN
who passed away

July 8, 2005

In Memoriam

— Always remembered and sadly missed by your children and

grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ALICE KAPLAN
who passed away

July 5, 2001

14 days in Tammuz

Always in our thoughts

— Ever remembered and sadly

missed by your loving

daughters, son-in-law and

granddaughters.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DORIS T.

MARGOLIS
who passed away

July 21, 1997

16 Days in Tammuz

Though you are greatly

missed, the memory of your

vibrant and loving presence

continues to guide and

inspire us.

— Remembered by your

children, grand-children,

nieces, nephews, cousins, and

friends.

13th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS

NUDLER
who passed away

July 2, 2004

13 Days in Tammuz

— Lovingly remembered

and always greatly missed by

his wife Pauline, children and

grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

ZENA KATZ
who passed away

July 17, 1986

10 days in Tamuz

CHAIM KATZ
who passed away

August 4, 1989

4 Days in Av

- Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and

grandchildren.

In loving memory of our dearly beloved parents and grandparents
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12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BUTCH MATHEW

BERNARD

NEPON
who passed away

June 27th, 1998

13 Tammuz

— Always remembered and

sadly missed by Sid and Esther,

Adeena and Tom, Danny and

Anna, Ahava and Frank and

Jonathan and Marni, Leo

Jerry Nathan, Sophie and Lily.

In loving memory of

RACHELLE

(SHELLEY)

SHORE
who passed away

June 30, 2007

15th day in Tammuz

— Beloved wife, mom, babby,

sister and friend.

Your passion for life and your

compassion for people live on

in everyone you touched.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our

beloved father and

grandfather

LOUIS

SILVERBERG
who passed away

July 20, 1967

12 Days in Tammuz

—Ever remembered and sadly

missed by his children and

grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

MOLLIE

SILVERMAN
who passed away

June 28, 1982

27 days in Sivan, 5764

– Forever loved and deeply

missed by her children,

grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

A kind, generous, good

human being, our wonderful

SAUL SIMKIN
who passed away

June 21, 1994

12 Days in Tammuz

We miss you so much our

fabulous father.

- Your daughters Jacqueline

& Diane, son-in-law Steven

and grand-daughters Sara and

Nikki.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

AARON

SINAISKY
who passed away

July 18, 2008

15 Days in Tammuz

— Always remembered and

sadly missed by his wife,

children and grandchildren.

2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEN STONE
who passed away

July 13, 2003

13 Days in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly

missed by his children,

grandchildren and great-

grandchildren.

In Memoriam

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, June 18. Candles: 9:22. Mincha: 8:00. Shacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 9:20. Shabbat ends: 10:34. Sunday morning ser-

vices: 9:00. Weekday morning services: 8:00. Evening services for the week of June 20-24: 9:20.
Friday, June 25. Candles: 9:23. Mincha: 8:00. Shacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 9:20. Shabbat ends: 10:34. Evening services for the

week of June 27-July 1: 9:20.
June 29 Fast Day - Fast begins at 2:23 a.m., ends at 10:30 p.m.
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional Orthodox services in an informal

setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.
CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM

123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, June 18 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 9:22 p.m.
Saturday, June 19 - Chukkat - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 10:34 p.m. 
Sunday, June 20 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, June 21-Thursday, June 24 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
Friday, June 25 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 9:23 p.m.
Saturday, June 26 - Balak - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 10:34 p.m.
Sunday, June 27 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, June 28 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, June 29 - morning service 7:30 a.m.

Evening service 6:00 p.m. Fast of Tammuz. Fast begins at 2:23 a.m. Fast ends at 10:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 30 - morning
service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Thursday, July 1 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office. 
Friday, June 18 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.; Kabbalat Shabbat Alive!

with Keyboard 6:00 p.m.; Candle Lighting 9:22 p.m.
Shabbat, June 19 - Parashat Chukat - Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 10:22 p.m.
Friday, June 25 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 9:23

p.m.
Shabbat, June 26 - Parashat Balak - Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Family Service 10:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan

6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 10:23 p.m.
Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Holidays 9:00 a.m. Daily Evening Minyan:

Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:15 p.m.
HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 

Located at 620 Brock Street 
www.herzlia.org
“Your home for exploring and experiencing meaningful Jewish living” 
For the weeks of June 18-30, 2010 - Tammuz 5-18, 5770
Friday, June 18 - Kabbalat Shabbat: 7:30 p.m. Candle Lighting: 9:22 p.m.
Parshat Chukat. Shabbat Shacharit: 9:30 a.m. Shabbat Mincha: 9:15 p.m. Maariv and Havdalah 10:35 p.m.
Weekday Shacharit - Monday-Friday 7:00 a.m. Rosh Chodesh 6:45 a.m. Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Weekday Minchah/Maariv - June 20-23. Parshat Balak 7:40 p.m.
Friday, June 25 - Kabbalat Shabbat: 7:00 p.m. Candle Lighting: 9:23 p.m.
Parshat Balak - Shabbat Shacharit: 9:30 a.m. Shabbat Mincha: 7:00 p.m. Maariv and Havdalah 10:36 p.m.
Weekday Minchah/Maariv - June 27-30 - Parshat Pinchas 7:40 p.m.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297 Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for

over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday

at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, June 18 at 9:22 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Chukat. Mincha Service at 9:20 p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:34 p.m
Daily Mincha/Maariv Services at 9:20 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, June 25 at 9:23 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Balak. Mincha Service at 9:20 p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:34 p.m.
Fast of 17th of Tammuz - Tuesday, June 29 - Fast begins 2:23 a.m. and ends at 10:30 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 9:20 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be holding: on Friday, June 18 at 8 p.m.:

Shabbat service - “Or HaRefuah: a Journey of Healing in Prayer and Song” lay led by Ariel Lee with Janet Pelletier-Goetze.
Friday, June 25 at 8 p.m.: Shabbat service lay led by Ruth Livingston with Cantor Len Udow and the Friday Night Live Band.

SYNAGOGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

Helen Thomas quits
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Helen Thomas quit her job with Hearst in the wake of mounting

outrage over her assertion that Israeli Jews should “return” to Poland, Germany and the
United States. 

“Helen Thomas announced Monday that she is retiring, effective immediately,” said a
statement issued Monday by the Hearst Corp. “Her decision came after her controversial
comments about Israel and the Palestinians were captured on videotape and widely dis-
seminated on the Internet.” 

Thomas, 89, was asked by Rabbi David Nesenoff on May 27 if she had “any comments
on Israel.” 

“Tell them to get the hell out of Palestine,” she said. Thomas has been reporting since
1960 and was considered the doyenne of the Washington press corps. 

Nesenoff, who was attending the first Jewish American Heritage Month event at the
White House, asked where Jews should go. 

“Go home,” Thomas said. Asked to elaborate, she said, “Poland, Germany and America,
and everywhere else.” 

Nesenoff did not post his video to his website, RabbiLIVE.com, until last week.
Subsequent to its release a number of Jewish groups and figures asked for Thomas’
removal, if not from Hearst as a columnist then from her front-row center perch in the
White House press room. 

Thomas has since apologized for the comment, but some critics said the apology was
evasive. 

“I deeply regret my comments I made last week regarding the Israelis and the
Palestinians,” said the apology posted on her website. “They do not reflect my heart-felt
belief that peace will come to the Middle East only when all parties recognize the need
for mutual respect and tolerance. May that day come soon.” 



Your Jewish Fairy Godmother is available to
anyone with a question about coping with
contemporary life. She’s clever. She’s wise.
She’s relentless. She cares. And she’s on your
side. Everybody needs one. 

Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:
I know you must get letters like this all the

time but I am confused about getting back
together with my ex. To be completely truthful,

I don’t want to go back to the “relationship” part of what we had. But
I would like to go back to the sense of closeness, and the physical inti-
macy we shared. We were great lovers, good friends, but lousy part-
ners. We just disagreed on too much about the real world, from peace
in the middle east to childrearing. So we either argued or made love.
We’re both single (broke up 1.5 years ago), and after the first six
months of being polite around each other have finally relaxed and are
now even better friends than we used to be. I can feel the sexual ten-
sion fluttering around both of us. I know it’s not just me because of
things she’s said. Is it crazy to want another dip in the pool?
Summer’s Coming

Dear Summer:
You sound too immature to be in a real adult relationship. While I

have no opinions about your sex life in general, it sounds selfish to
suck this woman into your vortex of need. Even though you feel the
vibe might be mutual, it takes each of you down a road to nowhere.
It does sound like you’ve moved to getting clear of the bad aspects of
how you relate to one another. So why set up a situation that’s only
going to stir up all the frustrations about the non-intimate aspects of
how you related.

I recommend that you move on and allow her to move on too. The
more you cling to the easy-access memories you have of one another,
the harder it will be to be open for a real relationship, one where you
actually have to treat the other person as an equal and invest some hard
work, time, and energy, at least as much out of the sack as you want to
get into it. Grow up and learn what it means to treat others well.

Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:
I’m in a really weird situation at work. I’ve been the assistant to the

president, and one of the vice-presidents for a very long time. The other
senior people work in a different office a few hours away. Even though
we have phone and email contact, I haven’t needed it to be as close.
Now one of the more distant ones has been appointed as the next pres-
ident, and the company is going through some very big organization-
al changes. I am the assistant to the new president as well (my guy is
the Chair of the Board-whooee!). My question is who is my loyalty to.

When people tell me certain things, or brainstorm with me about
options, what do I say to whom about who is thinking about what?
Too Many Masters

Dear Too Many Masters:
Your loyalty should be the company that employs you. In this

instance it means all three of the folks you’ve described, which is a neat
tightrope walk. One nice thing about your situation is that you are privy
to what’s in their heads. That makes you very different from most of the
other people in your organization, and also a potential target for peo-
ple who’re hoping to get an edge on information that might easily influ-
ence their future. So first thing to remember is, listen hard and don’t
talk easily to anyone you should not, principal or employee.

As for whether or not you’re being used as a leaky sieve to pass mes-
sages among them that they’re not comfortable sharing directly, you
have a pretty simple way out. Listen, ask any questions you have to
clarify the thinking, and generally be a brainstorming or venting out-
let for each of them. At the end of each conversation, ask very clear-
ly, What do you want me to do with what you said and where you just
landed? That puts the burden very clearly on each of them to say, Keep
it to yourself, or Please tell so-and-so, or Only discuss x, y, or z, some
other explicit instruction, If you get in the habit of asking, they’ll real-
ize you are loyal to them all, which is not a bad place to be in a
changing organization.

www.YourJewishFairyGodmother.com: What does she do? What do
you need? Motivation, Inspiration, Support, Problem solving. Send your
questions to helen@yourjewishfairygodmother.com
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C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
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your VISA or MASTERCARD.

ASPHALT REPAIR
D.S.S. Driveway Sealcoat

Service
Asphalt Driveways & Lots

Asphalt over Cement
Sealcoating & Hot
rubberize crack fill

Landscaping & small
cement jobs

Free estimates
334-2024

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through us and

receive Air Miles

Esther Weinstein
Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: wein@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

For Winnipeg Beach and
Gimli residents
July and August

29 years of practice
in Toronto

For appointment call:
Miriam Jacobson RN, RMT

at (204) 389-2662

MASSAGE THERAPY

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

CALL
WINNIPEG SALVAGE &

WASTE
for all your junk removal

needs.
952-1455

JUNK REMOVAL

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S Rosh Pina Coop
133 Matheson
Park like setting
elevator, balcony

all utilities inc. with rent
3 rm (1 bed)

Rent $655.00

Astroid Mgt.
338-4671   Ext. 2227

APTS FOR RENT

FOR RENT

LAKEFRONT COTTAGE IN GIMLI
Fully equipped - 4 bdrms, family room.

Available June 25 to Aug. 6
 $1250 per week.

Phone Earl 227-8797
WINNIPEG BEACH - LAKEFRONT

Aug. 20-27 - some flexibility  $1100/wk
Modern 3 b.r., all app., lge. deck, hot tub, 2

satellite TV, A/C, high speed internet,
private beach

No smoking, no pets
999-7151

Ask Your Jewish Fairy Godmother 

By

THE JEWISH 
FAIRYGODMOTHER

Mr. Man is also sexually addicted. This
addiction is ironic – in the way that fear
brings to pass what one is afraid of. The
more a man tries to demonstrate his sexu-

al potency or a woman her ability to experience orgasm, the less like-
ly are they able to succeed. Pleasure is, and must remain, a side effect
or byproduct. It is destroyed and spoiled to the degree to which it is
made a goal in itself. Addiction to anything can be looked upon in this
light.

My point is twofold. It is a fact that fear brings about that of which
one is afraid, and that hyper-intention makes it impossible to gain
what one desires. In order to gain the desired effect of both killing
pain and getting high, you have to keep increasing the amount of
drugs you’re taking. The sad outcome is that this moves you closer and
closer to death. Achieving the desired effect becomes possible only
when you reach a level of drug use that is a risk to life, so overdosing
often occurs. The main motivation is a fear of not getting high. And
hyper-intention makes it impossible for you to achieve what you
desire without putting your life on the line. When you finally realize
your “choices” are leading you toward the end of the road, you have
a chance to change your attitude. The neurotic who can learn to laugh
at himself may even be on the road to managing his self and thus be
ready, able and capable of grasping a piece of the “good life.”

I think Mr. Man can rid himself of his restricted freedom – not free-
dom from conditions but freedom to be able to take a stand toward
the conditions. His condition is addiction.

And remember, laughter can be the best soul tool available if used
at the appropriate time and place. This manifests as social intercourse
at its best. Laughter won’t produce abstinence in and of itself. But it
does temporarily relieve the heavy heart and soul most abusers suffer
from. This state offers those who are ready to do anything to heal a real
chance at sobriety, the highest of highs.

I have not abandoned Mr. Man. He has abandoned himself.
Cheers and wishing all of you the best life has to offer. 

Hart Peikoff
(Cont. from page 25.)



By MARTIN ZEILIG
Anna Gin confesses that she had two main

reasons for making the film, Stone Mill – a doc-
umentary based on eyewitness reports from sur-
vivors of the 1932-33 famine, when the state
confiscated all the grain, in then Soviet con-
trolled Ukraine.

The film had its Canadian premiere, which
was organized by the University of Manitoba’s
Department of German and Slavic Studies and
the Winnipeg Art Gallery, before over 200 peo-
ple at the WAG on June 6, 2010. 

“First off, I had to tell the truth of what hap-
pened,” said the Russian speaking red-haired
journalist/filmmaker, who hails from Kharkiv –
Ukraine’s second largest city, situated in Eastern
Ukraine, with a population of almost 1.5 mil-
lion people (as of the 2006 census).

“And, secondly, these people (the remaining
survivors) are very old and half of them have died since I interviewed
them.”

During the interview, Gin’s words were fluently rendered into
English by local translator Denys Volkov, also a native of Kharkiv, who
works for Mayor Sam Katz.

Myroslav Shkandrij, a professor in the U of M’s Department of
German and Slavic Studies, and Volkov did the English subtitles on the
film.

Shkandrij noted that it was Volkov who first found a clip of the film
on an internet site.

“He showed it to me, and I found it powerful,” he said, stressing that

all “the latest researchers agree” that
between 3 million – 4.5 million people
died directly from hunger during the
famine.

“So, we showed it during Holodmor
Week (in November). It was a very moving
experience for people. I thought it would
be important to show it to more than just
Ukrainian speakers. After that we decided
to put subtitles to it.”

Shkandrij observes that the people Gin
interviewed are remembering their child-
hood.

“That gives us the personal experience of
living through the events,” he said.

“That’s the strength of this film. I think
this film is very useful for many reasons. It
could be used to teach historical memory
and how we have to struggle to keep the

event alive. It shapes the identity of Ukrainians. It’s a very important
event in our history.”

The film, which was shot in the Kharkiv region in 2007-2008, was
first aired by Kharkiv television channels on November 22, 2008 dur-
ing a telethon honouring victims of the famine, according to printed
information.

“Journalists visited all twenty-seven districts of the Kharkiv region
and met three dozen eye witnesses, spending a day in the house of
each, listening and recording descriptions of what happened to rela-
tives, friends and fellow-citizens,” says the handout.

What struck this reporter was the clarity of memory of those men
and women, who are all in their 80s and 90s, interviewed in
Stone Mill.

For example, the film begins with one babushka wearing

woman, with wrinkles creasing her expressive face seated on
bench in her farmyard and holding a small bouquet of small
purple flowers.

She sings (in the local Russian-Ukrainian dialect) in a still
strong, albeit slightly strained, voice: “We were so hungry. We
were eating nettles. How we suffered. I was 20 years old when
the famine took place.”

In one scene, another elderly woman reads names from a list
of people, including entire families, in her village who died of
starvation.

“You would see people lying on the ground like logs,” recalls
yet one more survivor.

“Dead people were piled on wagons, mostly children and
then thrown into mass burial pits. It was terrible. I lived through
the war and the hunger of 1947. But they weren’t as bad (as the
famine).”

At various strategic points in the film a narrator reads from
Communist Party directives and minutes of Party meetings from
that time. These clearly reveal the planned, heartless nature of
the famine.

“The archives, including the secret police archives, were
opened under (former) President Yuschenko, and much previ-
ously unavailable material appeared,” said Gin, who men-
tioned that her father – a carpenter/furniture maker – was a sec-
ular Jew.

“These included documents related to the famine of ’1932-
1933.”

During Soviet times, the official government line was that
there was a drought in ’32-’33, she added.

“But, then Ukraine started to develop as a democratic coun-
try. Now, it’s hard to turn these democratic processes back,”
emphasized Gin, who stated that she had more positive com-
ments about the film from audiences here than in Ukraine
because there are now so many people talking about the
famine in schools and television in Ukraine.

“Thanks to these documents, we now know the truth and the
film focuses on these documents and the personal stories of
survivors.”

Copies of Stone Mill are available at Oseredok – the
Ukrainian Cultural & Education Centre & Boutique (184
Alexander Avenue).
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ANNA GIN, author of Stone Mill – a docu-
mentary based on eyewitness reports from
survivors of the 1932-33 famine.

What struck this reporter was the clarity of
memory of those men and women, who are all in

their 80s and 90s, interviewed in Stone Mill.

Anna Gin:

Jewish film maker makes film on Ukrainian famine of 1932-33


