
By BERNIE BELLAN
This year’s Kavod evening was a mix of seriousness and levity. Run

with typical aplomb by Jewish Federation President Ben Cohen, the
presentation of awards to 15 different members of our community was
held at the Etz Chayim Synagogue Wednesday, May 25.

The Kavod Awards, first begun in 1995, were originally the idea of
former Community Relations Director Evelyn Hecht. Fittingly, Val
Benevet, who has been here only five years (having arrived from her
native Argentina in 2006), and who received the Harry Silverberg
Young Leader of Distinction Award, singled Hecht out for special
mention during her speech. Benevet said that it was Evelyn Hecht
who was “responsible” for her having come to Winnipeg.

Each of the four major award winners, including Adam Levene,
recipient of the Max Nathanson Young Leadership Award; Howard
Morry, recipient of the Max & Mollie Shore Memorial Award; and
Richard Kroft, recipient of the Sol Kanee Distinguished Community
Service Award; along with Benevet, paid tribute to other individuals
who had mentored them.

Levene, for instance, noted that it was Howard Morry who had
recruited him to serve on the Jewish Federation Board. Levene
remarked that he had told Morry, after having served on the Board for
a while, that he felt somewhat misplaced serving on the Board. 

So, he said, Morry appointed him to the position of Chair of
Allocations!

In his remarks, Howard Morry recalled that it was the troika of Izzy
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Scopus Award honoree and out of town dignitaries: (l-r) Nathan
Lindenberg, National President of CFHU; Faith Kaplan, Winnipeg
President of CFHU; Amir Gissin, Israeli Consul-General; Rami
Kleinmann, National Director of CFHU; Menahem Ben-Sasson,
President of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem; Joe Bova 2011
Scopus Award winner. Photo credit: KRifkind Photography.
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Scopus Gala Dinner Committee: (Bottom row l-r) Chuck Guberman,
Leslie Wilder, Margaret Shuckett, Faith Kaplan, Jill Winograd, Batya
Gall. (Top row l-r) Gisele MacDonald, Sharon Zalik, Abe Anhang,
Susan Micflikier, Bev McCaffrey. Photo credit: KRifkind Photography.

(with files from FAITH KAPLAN)
The Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University paid tribute to one

of the community’s strongest non-Jewish friends, Joe Bova, at a sold-
out Scopus Award Gala Monday, held Monday, May 30, at the
Winnipeg Convention Centre.

The over 950 guests who filled the room enjoyed an evening that
had the vast majority remaining until the unusually late end time of
10:45 pm.

So impressed were the various dignitaries who were in attendance
that Hebrew University President Menahem Ben-Sassoon was heard
to say: “This is paradise. I am in a bubble of friendship that I could not
have anticipated. This is fantastic..” 

While organizers of the Socpus Gala, who are seen in one of the
pictures above, all contributed greatly to the success of the evening,
according to evening co-chair Abe Anhang , special mention should
be made of the role that his fellow co-chair, Gisele McDonald played.

In Anhang’s words, “This dinner could not have been the success it
was without her total participation.While many of the people there
came because they knew Joe, many of them came (as Joe stated in his
speech) because of Gisele.  Gisele was involved in every aspect of that
dinner, not only in ticket sales (of which she single- handedly accom-
plished about 300 tickets).”

The fact that the majority of the tickets sold were purchased by non-
Jews is an interesting testament to the changing face of fund-raising
within our Jewish community. Well-known businesspeople such as
Joe Bova have established themselves as solid supporters of both the
local community (as was demonstrated by Bova’s key role in the con-
struction of the Lubavitch Jewish Learning Centre), along with contin-
ued and active support for Israel, including such organizations as the
JNF and the Hebrew University.

Following are excerpts from Bova’s speech, in which he gave some
idea how he came to be so closely linked to Jewish philanthropy. (Of

Senator RICHARD KROFT (r.)
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Memorial Award by CHARLES
SHORE Photo credit: Manuel F. Sousa
Photography.

VAL BENEVET (r.) presented
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By URIEL HEILMAN 
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu said that any peace
deal with the Palestinians must grant Israel a
military presence along the Jordan River,
exclude repatriation of Palestinian refugees
to Israel and leave Jerusalem as Israel’s unit-
ed capital. 

However, the Israeli leader said Tuesday,
May 24, in his address to a joint meeting of
Congress, some Jewish settlements in the
West Bank would fall outside Israel’s borders
in a final peace deal. 

Netanyahu did not appear to offer any-
thing new by way of substance for his vision
of peace with the Palestinians, saying Israel
“would be very generous” about the size of
the Palestinian state but providing few
details. 

“Israel needs unique security arrange-
ments because of its unique size,”
Netanyahu said. 

On the dispute over Jerusalem, which he vowed would remain
Israel’s undivided capital city, he said, “With creativity and with good
will, a solution can be found.” 

On the issue of Palestinian refugees, Netanyahu said Palestinians
could not be allowed to immigrate to Israel. 

“Palestinians from around the world should have the right to immi-
grate, if they so choose, to the Palestinian state,” he said. “The
Palestinian refugee problem will be resolved outside the borders of
Israel.” 

On borders and security, Netanyahu reiterated his call for a presence
on the western shore of the Jordan River, which demarcates the
boundary between the West Bank and Jordan. 

“It’s absolutely vital that a Palestinian state be demilitarized,”
Netanyahu said, “and it’s absolutely vital that Israel maintain a long-
term military presence along the Jordan River.” 

In speeches on Sunday,May 22, and the week previous, President
Obama also called for a “non-militarized” Palestinian state. But the
president said the issue of Palestinian refugees and Jerusalem’s status
should be left for future negotiations, and that the Palestinian state
should have a border with Jordan – a stance that appears to contradict
that of Netanyahu. 

Netanyahu received a warm reception from Congress, including
more than two dozen standing ovations, and made a forceful case
highlighting the commonalities between Israel and America and
explaining Israel’s security challenges. He talked about the threat of
Iran’s nuclear program and said the Palestinian Authority must end its
agreement with Hamas, which he called “the Palestinian version of al-
Qaida.” 

The Israeli prime minister had an informal delivery, cracking several
jokes and twice turning around to address Vice President Joe Biden.

When a heckler interrupted Netanyahu at one
point, Congress tried to drown her out with a stand-
ing ovation, much as the pro-Israel crowd at the
annual banquet of the American Israel Public Affairs
Committee did the previous evening for the Jewish
state’s leader. 

“This is real democracy,” Netanyahu said after the
heckler had been removed from the chamber of the
U.S. House of Representatives. 

Netanyahu repeated some lines from the night
before, when most of Congress joined the crowd at
the AIPAC gala. 

“Israel is not what is wrong about the Middle
East,” he said both days. “Israel is what is right
about the Middle East.” 

On the Palestinian issue, Netanyahu said, “I’m
willing to make painful compromises to achieve
this historic peace.” He called the West Bank the
Palestinians’ homeland, but rejected the notion that
it belongs to them alone. 

“In Judea and Samaria, the Jewish people are not
foreign occupiers,” Netanyahu said, referring to the West Bank. “This
is the land of our forefathers, the land of Israel to which Abraham
brought the idea of one God.” 

He laid the blame for the failure of the peace process on the
Palestinians’ refusal to accept a Jewish state. 

“Our conflict has never been about the establishment of a
Palestinian state,” Netanyahu said. “It’s always been about the exis-
tence of a Jewish state. That’s what this conflict is about.” 

He said the Palestinians continue to incite against Israelis. 
“I stood before my people and said I will accept a Palestinian state,”

Netanyahu said. “It’s time for President Abbas to stand before his peo-
ple and say I will accept a Jewish state.” 

As for the contours of a future Palestinian state, Netanyahu indicat-
ed that large settlement blocs would become part of Israel, along with
“other areas of critical strategic and national importance,” but that “in
any real peace agreement, in any peace agreement that ends the con-
flict, some settlements will end up beyond Israel’s borders.” 

He said, “We recognize that a Palestinian state must be big enough
to be viable, to be independent, to be prosperous.” 

The Israeli prime minister cited Obama’s declaration that the borders
will not return to those of June 4, 1967, repeating his own reaction to
Obama’s May 19 speech: “Israel will not return to the indefensible
boundaries of 1967.” 

Much of the speech was devoted to trying to shift the focus back
onto Iran’s march toward a nuclear weapon. 

“They could put a bomb anywhere. They could put it in a missile,”
Netanyahu said. “They could eventually put it in a suitcase or on a
subway.” 

Netanyahu praised Obama for shepherding sanctions against Iran
through the U.N. Security Council and saluted America for not stay-
ing silent in the face of calls from Tehran for Israel’s destruction. 
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Israel news
Bibi to Congress: No compromise on Jerusalem, refugees or Jordan River presence 

Israeli Prime Minister BENJAMIN
NETANYAHU: “I stood before my peo-
ple and said I will accept a Palestinian
state. It’s time for President Abbas to
stand before his people and say I will
accept a Jewish state.”

NEWS ANALYSIS

Is Obama charting a new course on Israeli-Palestinian issues? 
By URIEL HEILMAN 

WASHINGTON (JTA) – President Obama knew he
had some damage control to do when he took the
podium before thousands of Israel supporters on
Sunday morning, May 22, at the opening plenary of
the annual AIPAC conference. 

But he wasn’t offering any apologies for his speech
three days earlier that called for “1967 lines with
mutually agreed swaps” to serve as the basis for
Israeli-Palestinian negotiations. 

Rather, Obama offered mostly reassurances and
clarifications. He also issued a blunt warning that
doing nothing undermines U.S. efforts to fend off
Israel’s diplomatic isolation and the Palestinians’
plan to obtain recognition of statehood at the United
Nations in September. 

“There is a reason why the Palestinians are pursu-
ing their interests at the United Nations,” Obama
said. “They recognize that there is an impatience
with the peace process – or the absence of one. Not
just in the Arab world but in Latin America, in
Europe and in Asia. That impatience is growing, and
is already manifesting itself in capitals around the
world. 

“The march to isolate Israel internationally – and

the impulse of the Palestinians to abandon negotia-
tions – will continue to gain momentum in the
absence of a credible peace process and alternative,”
the president added. “So in advance of a five-day trip
to Europe in which the Middle East will be a topic of
acute interest, I chose to speak about what peace will
require.” 

It’s unclear if Obama’s maneuvering will do any-
thing to stanch the Palestinian statehood effort or the
campaign to isolate Israel. But either way, Obama
said, Israel and its supporters should not be alarmed
by his remarks about the 1967 lines: All he did was go
public with a well-established formula, he said, one
that “by definition” means “the parties themselves –
Israelis and Palestinians – will negotiate” a new bor-
der taking into account “new demographic realities
on the ground and the needs of both sides.” 

However, a close reading of what Obama said and
left unsaid in his two recent speeches hints at a few
significant ways that Obama’s approach to resolving
the conflict may differ from that of his predecessors.
But scant on details, his remarks also raise more ques-
tions than they answer. 

U.S. president BARACK
OBAMA: “We will continue
to demand that Hamas
accept the basic responsibili-
ties of peace: recognizing
Israel’s right to exist, reject-
ing violence and adhering to
all existing agreements. Continued on page 3. See “Obama”.



First, Obama’s call for an Israeli-Palestinian
settlement based on the pre-1967 lines with
mutually agreed swaps endorses the princi-
ple that Israel compensate any annexation of

West Bank settlements with territory from Israel proper. While prior
administrations had raised the possibility of certain land exchanges,
Obama was more public and clear in endorsing that approach as a
basis for negotiations. 

There’s good news and bad news here for Israelis. On one hand, the
position assumes Israel will annex parts of the West Bank; Obama
made clear on May 22nd that he believes the final border will be “dif-
ferent than the one that existed on June 4, 1967.” 

On the other hand, it implicitly embraces the principle that the West
Bank belongs to the Palestinians by requiring any Israeli annexation of
West Bank land to be compensated. What Obama left unclear was
whether he sees rightful compensation as a one-for-one swap, as do
the Palestinians. 

President George W. Bush never went this far. He offered Israel
assurances in a 2004 letter that large Jewish settlement blocs in the
West Bank would not be uprooted in a final peace deal, specifying
that “a full and complete return” to the pre-1967 border was unrealis-
tic. He did not say that Israel would have to compensate with territo-
ry of its own. 

“In light of new realities on the ground, including already existing
major Israeli populations centers, it is unrealistic to expect that the
outcome of final status negotiations will be a full and complete return
to the armistice lines of 1949,” Bush wrote in his April 14, 2004 letter
to then-Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon. 

In 2005, Bush added that a Palestinian state must be contiguous and
that any changes to the 1949 armistice lines – the pre-1967 border –
must be mutually agreed. But he did not speak of Israel ceding parts
of its land as compensation. 

For their part, Israeli leaders long have viewed the West Bank as dis-
puted land, arguing that U.N. Resolution 242, which requires Israeli
withdrawal from the territories captured in 1967, purposely never
specified withdrawal from “all” the territories. 

While successive Israeli leaders have recognized that the vast major-
ity of the West Bank will become part of a Palestinian state – Ehud
Olmert reportedly offered land swaps to compensate for Israeli settle-
ments to be annexed – Israel in principle has not ceded its right to
West Bank territory. 

Second, Obama said last week that Israel and the Palestinians should
agree on borders and security first, and only later try to deal with the
difficult issues of Jerusalem and the right of return for Palestinian
refugees. In his follow-up speech Sunday, he mentioned neither of
those issues. 

On the refugee issue, Bush had made clear in ’04 that he felt
Palestinian refugees would not have the right to settle inside Israel –
something that Israel views as tantamount to destroying the Jewish
character of the state. 

“It seems clear that an agreed, just, fair, and realistic framework for
a solution to the Palestinian refugee issue as part of any final status
agreement will need to be found through the establishment of a
Palestinian state, and the settling of Palestinian refugees there, rather
than in Israel,” Bush said in his 2004 letter. 

But Obama failed to make a similar statement. Rather, his remarks
appeared to move the refugee issue back to the negotiating table. 

In his May 19 speech, he said that “Two wrenching and emotional
issues remain: the future of Jerusalem and the fate of Palestinian
refugees. But moving forward now on the basis of territory and secu-
rity provides a foundation to resolve those two issues in a way that is
just and fair, and that respects the rights and aspirations of Israelis and
Palestinians.” 

Speculating during an AIPAC panel discussion right after Obama’s
address, Martin Indyk, the former U.S. ambassador to Israel and now
a vice president at the Brookings Institution, said Obama did not talk
about Jerusalem because he knew his views on the matter would not
be welcomed by the pro-Israel audience. Conversely, Indyk said, he
believed AIPAC would welcome Obama’s views on the refugee issue. 

Perhaps Obama’s mention of refugees and Jerusalem in the same
breath in his May 19 speech is a hint that he believes resolving the
refugee issue to Israel’s satisfaction will have to be counterbalanced by
an Israeli concession on Jerusalem. Here, too, the president’s omis-
sions raise more questions than answers. 

In his 2008 speech at AIPAC as a candidate for president, shortly
after he had bagged the Democratic nomination following a tough
contest with Hillary Clinton, Obama declared that “Jerusalem will
remain the capital of Israel, and it must remain undivided.” 

But later in the week Obama dialed back that assertion, clarifying
that he meant that Jerusalem should not be divided by barbed wire
and checkpoints as it was from 1948 to 1967. 

“Jerusalem is a final-status issue, which means it has to be negotiat-
ed between the two parties,” an Obama campaign spokesman clari-
fied. 

Third, Obama both last week and on Sunday repeated a line that

surely was grating for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to
hear: “The United States believes that negotiations should result in
two states, with permanent Palestinian borders with Israel, Jordan and
Egypt, and permanent Israeli borders with Palestine.” 

Netanyahu wants Israel to maintain a corridor of Israeli control
along the West Bank-Jordan border, which he views as essential to
Israel’s security. Obama’s delineation of Palestine’s borders as sharing
a boundary with Jordan suggests that idea is a nonstarter. 

Finally, Obama did go a step further than any U.S. president in his
explicit call in both speeches for the Palestinian state to be “non-mil-
itarized.” While that has been the U.S. understanding from as far back
as the Clinton parameters during the Camp David negotiations of
2000, Obama is the first to say so on the record. 

On Sunday, Obama also offered the AIPAC audience plenty of other
red meat to cheer. 

He talked tough on Iran and noted that U.S.-Israeli military cooper-
ation had reached unprecedented levels under his administration. He
said that America’s commitment to Israel’s security remains “ironclad.”
He pledged that September’s vote at the United Nations would not
create a Palestinian state. And he said the Hamas-Fatah reunification
pact represents an enormous obstacle to peace. 

“No country can be expected to negotiate with a terrorist organiza-
tion sworn to its destruction,” Obama said. “We will continue to
demand that Hamas accept the basic responsibilities of peace: recog-
nizing Israel’s right to exist, rejecting violence and adhering to all
existing agreements. And we once again call on Hamas to release
Gilad Shalit, who has been kept from his family for five long years.” 

So what is the Obama administration’s game plan for the next few
months? 

Obama declared in both his speeches over the last few days that the
United States cannot impose a settlement upon the parties; they must
decide on their own to reach accord. 

But with events rapidly reshaping the neighborhood around Israel,
from regime change in Egypt to the violence in Syria to the recent rec-
onciliation between Fatah and Hamas, is it enough for Obama mere-
ly to lay out his vision? 

“For us to have leverage with the Palestinians, with the Arab states
and with the international community, the basis for negotiations has
to hold out the prospect of success,” Obama said Sunday. 

With no sign of Israeli-Palestinian negotiations getting back on track,
however, the prospect of success appears far off. 
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Obama
(Cont. from page 2.)

Toronto rules for anti-Israel group in Gay Pride parade flap
TORONTO (JTA) – A Toronto committee voted that the participa-

tion of an anti-Israel group in the city’s annual Gay Pride parade
does not violate anti-discrimination rules.

After months of debate, Toronto’s executive committee voted
unanimously May 24 to back a report by the city manager, which
ruled that the term “Israeli apartheid” does not violate Toronto’s anti-
discrimination policies, and that public funding for the parade
should not be contingent on the participation of Queers Against
Israeli Apartheid.

The controversy has been brewing since last summer, when some
City Council members joined Jewish officials to question whether
the participation of Queers Against Israeli Apartheid in the annual
Pride festival should warrant the revocation of city funding for the
event.

Last year, Pride received a $123,807 city grant and $245,000 worth
of services, such as litter cleanup and police services. Municipal sup-
port amounts to about one quarter of the festival’s budget.

In April, Queers Against Israeli Apartheid promised not to partici-
pate in this year’s festivities. But some City Council members called
that pledge insufficient.

Funding for this summer’s parade will be determined after the
event, council member Giorgio Mammoliti told the media follow-
ing the executive committee meeting.

“QAIA better stay away,” Mammoliti was quoted as saying in
Toronto’s gay newspaper, Xtra. “If they think they can do what they
want at the expense of the taxpayer, they’re wrong.”

Mammoliti added, “This councillor will defend the Jewish com-
munity, and I’ll do it in an aggressive way.”

Len Rudner of the Canadian Jewish Congress said he disagrees
with the city manager’s report.

“In Canada it is possible to be anti-Semitic and homophobic and
yet not break the law,” Rudner told the Toronto Sun. “The question
should not be whether such statements are legal or not but whether
they accord with the values, in this case, of the City of Toronto.”

But if Toronto wants to wait until after the parade to allocate fund-
ing, he said, “that’s certainly within their rights.”

“Our concern has always been with the parade, Rudner said. “We
would like the city to be able to emphasize the fact that the mes-
sages of Queers Against Israeli Apartheid and calling Israel an
apartheid state have no place in the Pride parade.”



Short Takes
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Is Israel a “Jewish state” or is it a “state for
Jews”? 

The question comes to mind after reading an
article about Pakistan and the various phases that
troubled country has gone through since it
achieved independence in 1947.

While Pakistan is definitely a “Muslim” state in
2011, in the first three decades of its existence, it

was much more a secular state - difficult as that may be to believe.
While questions about Israel’s Jewish identity stem more from the presence

of a large Muslim population within its borders, we are reminded of the exis-
tential quandary: “Is being Jewish a religion or a nationality?”

The question was brought to mind by a friend who said she had received
the long-form census questionnaire (which was optional to complete and
which was entitled “National Household Survey”, rather than “census”) and
was insulted to see a question that asked her ethnic origin.

(I explained to her that the question has been asked repeatedly on census-
es for years, but no matter - she was still peeved.)

Here is the question: “What were the ethnic or cultural origins of this per-
son’s ancestors?

An ancestor is usually more distant than a grandparent.
For example, Canadian, English, French, Chinese, East Indian, Italian,

German, Scottish, Irish, Cree, Mi’kmaq, Salish, Métis, Inuit, Filipino, Dutch,
Ukrainian, Polish, Portuguese, Greek, Korean, Vietnamese, Jamaican, Jewish
(emphasis mine), Lebanese, Salvadorean, Somali, Colombian, etc.

Specify as many origins as applicable using capital let-
ters.___________________”

It was the inclusion of “Jewish” among the various ethnic groups listed that
ticked my friend off.

While this is an old story, nonetheless, the fact that it can still spark a heat-
ed reaction from some Jews fully illustrates the confusion so many of us still
feel about our identities.

I would assume that, if my friend did not feel comfortable identifying her
ethnic origin as “Jewish”, then she would subscribe to the notion that
“Jewish” can only be used to describe one’s religious faith.

Yet, the question poses an entirely different ramification for Israelis. 
Again, I began to think long and hard about the question following Barack

Obama’s speech about the moribund Israel-Palestine peace talks, when he
introduced the notion of “land swaps” in his speech.

While there is nothing new in the concept - Ehud Olmert had apparently
suggested precisely that same idea while he was prime minister of Israel, I
wondered how the people who were likely candidates for “swapping” might
identify themselves.

We have read and heard often enough that Israel’s Arab citizens, under no
circumstance, want to become part of a Palestinian state; however, neither
do they consider themselves “Israeli”, we are told, except to obtain the many

benefits that nationality
confers upon them.

So, how would the
Arabs who might be
part of a possible “land
swap” like to be known?
Certainly they would
likely accept “Palestin-
ian” - except for citizen-
ship purposes, and,
while the majority are
Muslim, a sizeable
number are Christian,
so it is unrealistic to
expect that  all Israeli
Arabs would accept
being identified as
“Muslim”.

To return to the origi-
nal question posed at
the beginning of this
week’s column: “Is
Israel a “Jewish state” or
a “state for Jews” - I
would hazard a guess
that most Israeli Arabs
would be less uncom-
fortable with the second
definition than the first.
After all, by saying that
Israel is a “state for
Jews”, it does not pre-
clude the possibility
that it is also a state for
“ M u s l i m s ” ,

“Christians”, or anyone
else.

Unfortunately, that
sort of wishy-washy lib-
eral thinking (of which I
am so fond) is not likely
to gain much of a
foothold - either among
Israeli Jews or Canadian
Jews, for that matter. 

Just thought I’d throw
it out for consideration.

Speaking of groups
coming to terms with
their identities, I’ve
always found it amusing
how so many Jewish
organizations develop
such strong rivalries
with one another, espe-
cially Israel - based
ones.

Most recently the
Canadian Friends of the
Hebrew University and
the Jewish National
Fund got into a bit of a cat fight over the relatively close proximity of the
dates of their respective galas.

Apparently the noses of certain individuals at the JNF were quite out of
joint over the fact that the recent Hebrew U dinner to honour Joe Bova was
scheduled so close in time to the JNF annual gala. (By the way, it’s also con-
sidered bad form even to discuss publicly that certain organizations have a
rivalry with one another, although in this case it seems to be unidirectional.
But hey, since I’ve been told so often that this paper is “edgy” and “quirky”
under my direction, I revel in telling tales out of school.)

Another aspect to this story though, is how dominant the Canadian Friends
of Hebrew U have become when it comes to fundraising, in comparison
with all other Israel-based organizations. It is a testament to CFHU’s organi-
zational skills that their ascendancy to the top of the heap among fundrais-
ers is now apparent.

It brings to mind a story I once heard the late comedian Steve Landesberg
tell, when he was a guest on the Dick Cavett Show. Cavett asked Landesberg
about his background.

Landesberg replied that he was “independently wealthy...his father owned
a chain of synagogues in southern Florida.”

The most recent Kavod evening was another pleasant evening - highlight-
ed (as I noted in my story on page 1) by Stephen Kanee’s playful imaginary
phone conversation with his late father, Sol.

The fact that it ran a mere hour and a half is a testament to the discipline
that all the speakers showed in not indulging themselves the temptation to
descend into long soliloquies about their lives.

I am reminded of a story Monty Hall  told about a Hadassah function that
he  once MC’d in Los Angeles.

Apparently, according to Hall, Angelenos prefer to see their evenings end
early, since they spend so much time getting home on the freeway.

As it was, this particular function, which had been held to honour a par-
ticular individual, had been going on well past its appointed end time, when
the guest speaker was called upon to speak. That particular guest speaker
was none other than Alexander Haig who, although he not yet been appoint-
ed Secretary of State, was Henry Kissinger’s deputy and a man worthy of
some respect (especially in Haig’s mind).

As Hall told it, Haig had finished giving his speech, but then proceeded to
ask the members of the audience whether there were any questions. At that
point, the guest of honour rose up from his seat, went up to Haig, and said:
“Enough already!”

Haig was so shaken, Hall noted, that he sat down.
Kudos to the organizers of the Kavod evening for thinking of the audience

members!
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

Correction
In our May 18 issue, in Gerry Posner’s column about Robert

Smithen, we printed a photo that was incorrectly identified as the
wedding of Robert Smithen to the former Judy Mazur. In fact, while
Robert was indeed in the picture, he was the best man, not the
groom. The groom was Robert’s brother, Charles, and the bride was
Marsha Micay, daughter of Archie and Goldie Micay. Apparently we
printed the name “Smithen” correctly, so we got at least one thing
right, Gerry.



Re: The Sharon Home issues new long-term plan
My mother was a resident of the home for about 7 years and died in

Sept. 2010. Generally I found the care good, however at the end the
family was banned from allowing my mother to walk. We were threat-
ened with being expelled from the home if we did not comply. We
and our companions felt that this ruling greatly speeded up her pass-
ing. No one was any longer able to seat her on a chesterfield so they
could cuddle up to her. As the family and companions could no
longer walk her (even through we offered to take training) she would
get very restless spending so much time in a chair.

I was once banned from part of the home.
I know of 2 other people who were banned from the home. I find it

hard to believe that if I personally knew 2 there were only 5 in eight
years. How many were threatened?

Judy Rodkin

As someone who has spent most of his career in Health
Administration in Toronto, the recent complaints that have come from
the public concerning the Sharon Home are very concerning. The
management of the home needs to betransparent or the community
will assume the worst. The board needs to ensure that the manage-
ment team is managing the home in the best interest of all patients.

This is a problem that should have been dealt with years ago. But, in
typical Winnipeg style our community has discouraged anyone who
has wanted to speak out. We are talking about our loved ones here.
We are a community that does not engage in debate. We need to bring
common sense - “saychel”, to the many issues in our Community. We
live in a world of pettiness and miss the major issues of concern. As
we have become a wealthier community have we become so narcis-
sistic and alienated from the needs of our own community? If so,
shame on us!

Should the Sharon Home continue not to respond to the needs of
families concerning questions of the quality of patient care, the
Provincial Department of Health and the Winnipeg Regional Health
Authority must live up to their responsibility and mandate an audit of
care.

Prof / Mediator Alan Levy

Why the Holocaust should have its own gallery
The Canadian Museum for Human Rights will be a rich source of

education about the importance of protecting human rights.  
Unfortunately, the absence of human rights can be learned from the

Holocaust, Holodomar and many other evil events.
The Holocaust is a unique tragic event that can not be compared to 

any other tragedy because one race was specifically singled out.
During World War II the Nazi goal was to obliterate the whole Jewish
race.  Had the war not ended in 1945, by which time six million Jews
had been murdered, the Nazis would have succeeded in their goal,
wiping out a people whose roots go back thousands of years to
Abraham in biblical times.

Truth and lies have equal value if people are misinformed or ill-
informed.  The Museum will give visitors factual information: The
Holocaust gallery standing on its own merit with gripping pictures
frozen in real time.  It will inspire people from all walks of life from
around the world to engage in discussions about the tragic events that
resulted from a lack of human rights.

Saul Alpern

Re:”Israel Lost in Denial”- Bahour
This article (May 18 issue) of Mr. Bahour is in the same vein as those

that the Post has published in the past - utterly lacking in validity,
ignoring the root causes of Israel’s distrust of its Arab negotiating part-
ners. There will likely never be peace for Israel. That this is the case
has little to do with borders, missiles, Jerusalem, water etc. It is
because Israel is surrounded by a culture of hate. How could there be
coexistence and peace when Israel’s Arab neighbours imbue in their
children from birth that Jews are subhuman; that Israel should not exist
and is ignored in school book maps of the region?

The Post should absolutely disseminate varying points of view, but
points of view with credible bases.You may as well publish “The
Protocols of the Elders of Zion”, or “Mein Kampf, as articles for dis-
cussion and debate. Although not as blatantly vile, Bahour’s theses
and comments are no more valid than are those in these books of hate
and deception.

I do not subscibe to the Post in order to access Arab propaganda
such as that espoused by Mr. Bahour; I expect to see in the Post vary-
ing viewpoints but not those advocating strategy that will lead to the
destruction of Israel . The only possible motivation of the Post to pub-
lish these articles is to create an air of controversy. This is an affront to
the sensiblities and loyalty of your readership.

David Kantor 
Toronto
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An Israeli’s bleak view of “political correctness’ and Israeli Arabs

Comment

LETTERS

By MICHAEL KARMEL (from somewhere in the Galilee)
May 12 2011 

Sitting in my living room, it’s late afternoon on a cloudy cozy stay-
around-the-house type of day, and I am enjoying some ever-elusive quiet
time reading a book. Actually, that is what I am trying to do, while in fact,
with book in hand I am trying not to hear the loudspeakers of three to six
minarets from the surrounding Arab villages, which are so loud it sounds
like they are situated on my front porch. Of course I am all for religious
freedoms and tolerance, a basic right that all people deserve. That being
said, I am also in favor of plain old good manners and the basic right of
one NOT to take part in someone else’s religious rituals. Where the line
should be drawn would seem quit simple, one would think.

This, however, is not what I wanted to talk about, although it is related.
Israeli-Arab members of parliament last month took part in the official

meeting of reconciliation between Khaled Mashal, leader of the ruling
party Hamas and Abu Mazen the internationally recognized leader of the
Palestinians. These Israeli ‘representatives’ of the Israeli government and the
people of Israel went down to Egypt to show their public support. This,
while Mashal represents a vicious terrorist organization whose official ulti-
mate goal is the destruction of the only Jewish state on the planet, and
Mazen, an ex-terrorist and Holocaust denier who does not have a problem
(far from it) with the official Hamas symbol depicting a Palestinian state,
within the ’67 borders in place of Israel. 

These Israeli-Arab Knesset members, as said, represent the Israeli people.
But which Israeli people? Who votes for them? My next door neighbors -
Israeli Arabs, that’s who.

The same Israeli-Arabs who riot with the intent of killing Jews in an effort
to further the Palestinian cause.

The same Israeli-Arabs that share equal rights to run for public office and
to vote in national elections as Jews whose interest is the preservation and
development of the Jewish homeland of Israel. The blinding difference

being that the Arab has the ‘legitimate’ and ‘democratic’ option to vote into
power Israeli-Arabs who blatantly and flagrantly side with those wishing to
destroy Israel, Israeli parliamentary members who cheer Hamas and call
for a third intifada. 

The same Israeli-Arabs that are volunteering for military service in ever
growing numbers from year to year. Think about it. From just one neigh-
boring Arab village, here in central Galilee, there are between 50 and 60
soldiers in the I.D.F. – Arab soldiers, many from families I have known on
a personal basis for almost 20 years. I have observed over these years as
their identity and patriotism have developed - patriotism for Palestine. That’s
right. I know for fact that the loyalty of these Israeli soldiers - Arab soldiers
- lay with the Palestinian cause, with the dream of Palestine. I know for fact
that these people are not loyal to Jewish aspirations in Israel, and do not
see Israel as the land of the Jews - and why should they be expected to
when, in fact, they are Palestinians, as they tell me increasingly and more
clearly with the passage of time, in step with the progress of the Palestinian
agenda.

The same Israeli-Arabs whose villages the Israeli police prefer not to enter
for fear of what they may encounter.

The same Israeli-Arabs that have thrown stones, bottles and fire bombs at
cars and buses - including school buses, besieged small Jewish villages for
days and attempted to burn them. And the list continues.

The same Israeli-Arabs whose villages are armed to the teeth with
weapons from hand guns to anti-tank missiles (I kid you not).

The same Israeli-Arabs who have stoned me and/or my family four times,
and forced me off the road three times in the last two years.

Yes, these same Israeli-Arabs run for office and choose their leaders just
as any other Israeli. And these leaders went down to Egypt only a few short
weeks ago in public support of those whose central goal is focused upon

Continued on page 13. See “Israeli Arabs”.)
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Myron Love

The weekend of May
13-15 was a busy one
for Phil Hirt. On the
Shabbes, his shul,
Congregation Etz
Chayim, celebrated with
him his 100th birthday
(which fell on the next
day). As well, his fellow
residents at the Bayt Am,

his home for the past 27 years, also had a party for
him

Phil Hirt - “Little Fishel” as he calls himself - is
actually 100 years young. Despite some hearing
loss and some developing vision problems, the
Winnipeg Jewish community’s newest centenari-
an continues to get his own groceries (at the
Family Food store behind his block) and clean his
own apartment. And he still loves to dance -
although, he says, it is getting increasingly difficult
to find dancing partners near his own age.

Fishel Hirt was born in Poland and lived there
until he was 15. In 1926, he and his family - his
parents, a brother and a sister (Sarah Ferguson,
who just passed away in April of this year at the
age of 97) - relocated to the Hirsch Farm colony in
Saskatchewan. (An older sister who was married
stayed behind in Poland and perished in the
Holocaust.) 

“My father’s older brother had come to the
Hirsch Colony in the early 1900s,” Hirt says. “By
the time that we arrived, it was obvious that there
was no future in farming. People were already
leaving. And by the time of the Dirty ’30s, nature
itself was against us. We knew how to farm. But
year after year, we would plant our crop, then
there would be no rain.”

Finally, in 1937, he persuaded his father that it
was time to pack it in, move to Winnipeg and find
a job. “But what was I to do?” Hirt says. “I had no
education and no work experience outside of the
farm.”

Like so many other members of the Jewish com-
munity at the time, he became a corner grocer.
“He started with a little store on William and
Arlington. After a few years, with the encourage-
ment of one of the sales reps he regularly dealt
with, he moved to a bigger store in St. Vital. After
that, it was a store on Jubilee where the BDI now
stands.

Strongly supporting him in his business endeav-
ours was his wife, the former Rae Burko. He met
Rae shortly after moving to Winnipeg. 

“I was lucky - a little mensch like me with no
education - to have a wife like Rae beside me
encouraging me,” he says.

The couple had two children, Mel and Barbara.
(Hirt also has four grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren) With the children getting older,
Fishel and Rae felt that it was time to move to the
north end where most of the Jewish population
lived at the time. A sales rep named Dave

Divinsky, helped Hirt
find a store for sale at
Jefferson and Salter.

“I was doing very
well there,” he recalls.
“I provided good, per-
sonable service and
offered good prices.”

After a time though,
the long hours began
to take a toll on Hirt’s
health. “I had a hunch
what was wrong,” he
says, “but nobody here
could diagnose it. I
tried the Mayo Clinic

where a doctor recommended fresh air and exer-
cise.”

In his mid-50s, therefore, Hirt quit the store
business. He did a lot of walking and, within a
year, was feeling much better.

For a short time, he worked part time for other
storekeepers. But that involved a lot of evening
work which his wife wasn’t happy with. So he
took early retirement. “I had some real estate
investments,” he says.

In the community, Hirt was one of the original
members of the Bnay Abraham Synagogue (one of
the precursors to Etz Chayim). He served as ritual
chair for 25 years.

After he and Rae (who passed away in 1992)
moved into the Bayt Am, Hirt took it upon himself
to organize the social programming for the resi-
dents. He notes that he raised the money to buy
the kitchen appliances in the block’s common
room.

These days, Hirt keeps socially active by attend-
ing programs at the Gwen Secter and attending
Shabbat services every week at Etz Chayim. He
also participate in the weekly exercise classes for
seniors at the Bayt Am.

“It’s so important for seniors to be with people,”
he says. And while he can’t dance like he used to,
he still enjoys a spin around the room with
whomever is willing.” 

* * *
Young cancer findraising star Noah Palansky is

more committed than ever to finding a cure for the
devastating disease after cancer claimed his moth-
er, Naomi, last November.  On June 11, he will be
participating in his fourth Challenge for Life 20k
walk along with his team of 16 other kids under
18.  

He began his outstanding fundraising efforts in
2008 - at the age of 11 - after his mother was first
diagnosed with cancer.  “My commitment to raise
money for CancerCare Manitoba was greatly sup-
ported by her, my father and my sister Lexi,” he
says. 

Last year he raised over $44 000 while his 14
“Kids Count Division” teammates  raised another
$26,000. His lifetime goal, he says,  is $1 000
000. 

“Like any 14 year old, I was devastated by my
mother's loss and always will be," he says.  “This
year, our good friends, Mark and Sharon Evans,
have very generously increased their donation
matching program. Here’s how it works: Every
donation received by me, my sister Lexi, and Noah
Evans will be matched to a maximum of $25 000
by Mark & Sharon. In addition Mark’s company
EISI will also match those donations to a maximum
of $25 000. So in a nutshell every dollar we raise
will be tripled to $3. 

“In memory of my mother, I am more com-
mitted than ever to my fundraising efforts and
hope to see my kids count division blow away last
years total of $70 000.”

Readers are encouraged to click on the link
below to visit Palansky's web page and then click
on donate.

http://www.cancercarefdn.mb.ca/NetCommu
nity/Page.aspx?pid=708&frsid=2569 

“Little Fishel” dances past his hundredth birthday

Centenarian PHIL HIRT with his children,
BARBARA and MEL.

Social Notes

Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank YouThank You
To all our family and friends for

your good wishes and
contributions you made to your

favourite charities on the occasion
of my 90th birthday

Jack Fishman

www.garrysdeli.com
e-mail: lisa@garrysdeli.com or stacey@garrysdeli.com

Ph: 947-9777
Free Delivery

Shops of Winnipeg Square
Call us to order your:
� Shiva Platters

or let us cater your:
� Office meetings & parties
� Holiday & Birthday parties
� Anniversaries  � Brisses

The Emunah Women Spring Tea  will be
held on  Wed. June 15th, from 2  to 4
p.m.at the home of Miriam Diamond,
100 Tanoak Park Dr.

Proceeds are for the Crisis Center at
Pardes Chanah. The need is great.

OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE

I am currently a social work student who graduates in
one year. I am looking for a casual summer position
with a family that needs assistance with their child/ or
children. I live in the River Heights area and have a vehi-
cle to get around. I hold a child care certificate and I cur-
rently work in a Jewish kindergarden and day care. My
schedule is flexible and I can provide references upon
request. I am responsible, reliable as well as enjoy
working with children.  If you are interested or have any
further questions please contact me at 688-5633.

Lake Winnipeg Massage Therapy
(Winnipeg Beach & Gimli residents)

Miriam Jacobson RN, RMT
30 years of practice in Toronto

July and August
For appointment call:

(204) 389-2662



By MYRON LOVE
A New York State high school

history project has indirectly
reunited Winnipeg Holocaust sur-
vivor Klara Belkin with the last
two living American soldiers from
the unit who saved her and 2,500
other Jewish prisoners – 600 of
them children - near war’s end
from almost certain death. Belkin,
who today is an internationally
known cellist, met the two veter-
ans – 94-year-old former First
Lieutenant Frank Towers, liaison
officer of the 30th Infantry
Division, and 89-year-old former
tank commander Carrol Walsh
(743rd Tank Battalion, 119th
Regiment and a retired New York
State Supreme Court justice) in
Florida last February.

(Belkin and her Husband, Emile,
a violinist, winter in Tampa Bay
where they are members of the Tampa
Symphony Orchestra.)

This story begins a couple of years ago when
Lisa Belkin, Karla and Emile’s daughter (their
other daughter, Brenda, lives in Philadelphia)
decided to write her mother’s biography. In the
course of her research, she came across a tape of
an interview that Diane Sawyer had conducted
with Hudson Falls, New York, history teacher
Matt Rozell (recorded in 2007). In 2001, Rozell
had had his students do interviews with surviv-
ing World War II veterans living in the area.
Walsh and Towers were among the intervie-
wees. Rozell and his class put the interviews on
the internet and began receiving emails from
some of the surviving prisoners – among the
children – on the death train who were interest-
ed in contacting Walsh and Towers.

“So far, more than 175 of the children have
come forth and there have been several
reunions with the children and the two sol-
diers,” Lisa Belkin says. “The next one is in
Nashville.”

Lisa Belkin called Rozell. She learned that
Towers and Walsh now both live in southern
Florida. So she arranged for them to meet her
parents (and some other survivors of the train
who are living in south Florida) last February in
St. Petersberg.

“I was never able to put a face to my libera-
tors before,” Klara Belkin says. 

Belkin was originally from Szeged in
Hungary. She and her family were interned in
ghettos in 1944. In June of that year, they were
taken to Austria as farm labourers. In
December, 1944, they were moved to Bergen
Belsen. 

“I was lucky in that I was in relatively good
health and I was with most of my family,” she
says of her time in the concentration camp.

However, in April of 1945, with the Russians
closing in, it looked like that luck was about to
run out for the 15-year-old and the other sur-
viving prisoners at Bergen Belsen. They were all

l o a d e d
onto box-
cars and
s e n t
t o w a r d
Theresienstadt where death awaited them.

Their journey came to an end however on
April 13 on the banks of the Elbe River near
Magdeburg. A bridge had been blown out and
the train could go no farther. There were reports
that the train was to be plunged into the river or
blown up. Before that could happen, the
American army arrived on the scene.

“We couldn’t see anything from inside the
boxcars,” Belkin recalls. “Suddenly it went
quiet. The SS guards had run away. We heard
honking outside and then knocking on the box-
car doors. The doors were opened and we saw
an American soldier with a gun aimed at us. He
couldn’t believe what he saw. He was no doubt
expecting to see German soldiers or munitions.
Instead, he saw a boxcar full of half dead peo-
ple.”

It was Frank Towers’ duty to arrange food,
shelter and care for the former prisoners. Belkin
recalls that they were all moved to a nearby vil-
lage from which the residents had been evacu-
ated. “There were many of us who had typhus
and many – including my grandfather - died
shortly after liberation,” Belkin says.

Fortunately, her mother, brother and grand-
mother also survived the Holocaust.

After liberation, Belkin returned to Budapest
where she studied cello at the Franz Liszt
Academy. Following the Hungarian Revolution
in October, 1956, she was able to leave
Budapest for Vienna. In Vienna, though, the
symphony was not hiring any female musi-
cians. So she came to Canada and found a
position with the Winnipeg Symphony
Orchestra. That was also where she met her
husband, Emile, who was also a member of the
WSO.

Belkin was the principal cellist for the WSO
for 20 years. She also taught at the University of
Manitoba’s School of Music for almost 20
years.

Lisa Belkin reports that Towers and Walsh fre-
quently speak about their war experiences and
were recently invited to the Weizman Institute
in Israel where they met with Bergen Belsen
historian Bernd Horstmann.

Matt Rozell, she says, has been nominated
for a Medal of Honour for his efforts. And a
reunion with Towers, Walsh, Rozell and some
of the boxcar survivors is being planned for
Israel. 
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Community news

Winnipeg Holocaust survivor reunited with
rescuers in Florida

The Asper Helping Hand Initiative

The Asper Helping Hand Initiative, an
interest-free loan program, is now in its
sixth year of assisting members of the
Jewish community of Manitoba who are
experiencing a temporary financial hard-
ship. Funding for this program is support-
ed generously by The Asper Foundation.
A borrower must be a Jewish resident of
Manitoba and be able to demonstrate
both a need for the loan as well as the
ability to repay it. Applicants must be
able to provide qualified guarantors who
are willing to cosign for the loan. These
interest free loans have assisted students,
seniors, single parents, longtime residents
and newcomers to Canada.

A recipient from the loan program had
these words of appreciation for the loan
she received:

“I just wanted to express my apprecia-
tion for the loan that I received. It allowed
me to purchase my first home which was
quite a milestone for me. Being a single
parent, with financial limitations, the
loan helped me to realize my dream of
being a homeowner. As a result my
future, and that of my children, is more
stable and secure.”

If you wish to find out about applying
for a loan please see the contact informa-
tion in the accompanying ad below or
view the JCFS website for more details.
www.jcfswinnipeg.org

KLARA BELKIN, CARROL
WALSH with honorary mem-
bership in 30th Army.

From left: FRANK
TOWERS, KLARA
and EMILE BELKIN,
CARROL WALSH.
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Humour

By LIBBY SIMON
Jews don’t camp! Roughing it on purpose is

just not a Jewish thing. I know. I know. I can
feel the onslaught. What about the 40 years
Moses led them through the desert? Did they
not experience hardships? Did they not suf-
fer? Oy vey, they did. Sooo, let me correct my
statement. Jews don’t camp – at least not will-
ingly. 

It comes to mind because camping season
is fast approaching and when I see a plethora
of RV’s and trailers trucking down the high-
way, I shudder. In my youth some of my
friends tried to convince me that it’s fun! “Not
in my experience,” I answer. “Let me tell you
my story.”

Years ago, when my husband, Harold, and
I, were a couple of prehistoric DINKS (double
income no kids), we decided to try it. Since
some of our friends extolled the virtues and
joys of camping (even with five kids) we
decided to try it. What could be so bad? What
could go wrong? With child-like innocence
we rented a Silverliner hardtop, canvas-sides
trailer and quickly discovered this was only
the beginning. You need all kinds of para-
phernalia. We also never gave thought to
whether our Ford Comet (I know I’m dating
myself), could pull the extra weight, not only
on flat prairie highways but also up and down
mountain roads. You see, our destination was
Banff National Park in Alberta.

However, we were soon speeding happily
along the open highway experiencing a sense

of freedom and adventure. The golden wheat
and tall cornfields flew past the car windows
with the trailer in our rear view mirror sway-
ing rhythmically in our jetstream. But our
bliss was short-lived. We stopped for the
night in Grand Valley near Brandon,
Manitoba. The flat prairie terrain had now
turned into rolling hills and our trailer pad
was perched on the top providing a beautiful
view of the countryside. We soon snuggled in
and all became quiet when suddenly in the
darkness the trailer groaned. 

“What’s that?” I asked offhandedly, not
knowing enough to be alarmed. 

“I don’t know,” replied Harold, equally
oblivious. 

It creaked and lurched forward. Gingerly
we stepped out to see our trailer perched pre-
cariously near the edge of the slope. One
more move and it would have gone crashing
down the rocky hill. 

“You’re supposed to put rocks in front of
your wheels,” offered a nearby camper shak-
ing his head as he walked away. When my
heartbeat returned to normal I wondered,
“DO JEWS CAMP?”

But things went downhill from there any-
way. The next day we spent a hard day driving
through heavy rains and slippery roads with
this house on wheels threatening to topple us
at every turn. By nightfall, we were exhaust-
ed and the trailer still had to be cranked up
and our things unpacked. Harold started up
the Coleman stove inside the tent trailer.
Within minutes we had heat. Unfortunately it
was from the open flames shooting out from
the stove, its tentacles lapping at the canvas.
Thankfully, he managed to throw it outside
and the downpour immediately extinguished
the flames and the stove. 

With awe, admiration and disbelief, I again
questioned, “DO JEWS CAMP?”

By the third day, we were tired of cranking,
packing and unpacking but we had rented
the trailer for 14 days and hadn’t even
reached Banff yet. So on we slogged. As we
passed Calgary, a ‘friend’ advised us to take
the Old Highway.

“It’s a little longer,” he said, “but very
scenic.” 

We were hanging on too tightly to notice
the scenery. A wall of mountainous rock
loomed oppressively on the right of this nar-
row, snake-like road and a sharp drop-off
ledge plunged into a steep canyon the left. It
took two tortuous hours to cover eighty
miles. But I saw road signs I had never seen
on the prairies.

“WATCH FOR FALLING ROCK,” one read. 
“And where would I go if I saw rock

falling?” I asked, oozing sarcasm. 
Another sign read, ‘DO NOT PROCEED IF

BRAKES ARE NOT IN GOOD WORKING
ORDER. STEEP 2-MILE DOWNHILL ROAD
AHEAD.’ 

Too late. By the time we read the sign we
were on our way down with the trailer swerv-
ing from side to side threatening to pull us off
the road with its momentum.

It was late in the evening before we arrived,
exhausted. We were forced to settle for an
unserviced park and wearily cranked and
unpacked once again. And this time I begged
the question, “SHOULD JEWS CAMP?”

The next morning we packed up and, in
short order, arrived at Tunnel Mountain in
Banff National Park. The picturesque scenery
of Lake Louise, the Hot Springs and the town
of Banff were stunning. 

The beauty of the lakes and mountains was
more magnificent than any painter could
paint. And we might have forgotten the diffi-
culties, but no one told us the nights can get
cold in the mountains. 

We had no heater. No one told us canvas
sides are little protection against hungry bears
scavenging for food. No one told us we’d be
sharing bathroom and shower facilities with
hundreds of other people. So, as beautiful as
Banff was, we had enough of cold and bears
and loss of personal privacy and dignity. We
decided to cut it short and spend the last few
days in Riding Mountain National Park in
Manitoba.

After three days of pouring rain, lightning
and thunder, freezing cold and deep mud, we
packed it in and returned the trailer early. We
might as well have stayed at a Holiday Inn. It
wouldn’t have cost any more than the new
motor that collapsed shortly after from the
stress and strain of the load and the road. 

But we learned an important lesson:
Camping requires good planning, proper
equipment and a certain amount of knowl-
edge and skills in order to enjoy a successful
travel experience. Perhaps we should have
read ‘Camping for Dummies’ but it hadn’t
been written yet. 

The ‘sof’ of the ‘miseh’, i.e. the conclusion is,
that with all the advances of technologies and
hard-one efforts in overcoming obstacles to
make our lives easier, why would anyone
revert back to the inconveniences and hard-
ships of daily life. I’m not one to obstruct
progress so, in spite of all the RV’s and trailers
humming along on our highways, I have con-
cluded that camping is not in my DNA. I have
accepted the premise that ‘JEWS DON’T
CAMP!’ 

Jews don’t camp

Cottage for Sale
Boundary Park

Winnipeg Beach

• 1600 sq. ft. 
• 4 bedrooms

• large living & dining rooms
• newly renovated eat-in kitchen 

& bathroom
• fireplace, large screened veranda

• large fenced yard
• satellite dish
• close to lake

• playground nearby
Call 204-488-8750

MANAGER OF 
DONOR RELATIONS

The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba is currently seeking a dynamic, 

experienced, highly motivated individual to fill the position of 

MANAGER OF DONOR RELATIONS.

Reporting to the CEO, the Manager of Donor Relations will be responsible 

for building relationships with, and providing support to, individual donors 

and families; identifying prospective donors; organizing and managing 

multiple events; administration of the tribute cards process, promoting the 

work of the Foundation; and ongoing review and planning for fund 

development initiatives. 

For more complete details regarding the position, please visit our website at 

WWW.JEWISHFOUNDATION.ORG

No one told us canvas sides are little protec-
tion against hungry bears scavenging for
food.



Hundreds of peo-
ple turned out to the
funeral, with a
memorial at the
Freiheit Temple, of
labour organizer
Freda Coodin after
she died at the King
Edward Hospital on

April 7, 1935.
She was buried at the Shaarey Zedek

Cemetery located on North Main Street.
Coodin had earlier been jailed for two

months (out of a six month sentence) at the
Portage La Prairie Prison for Women because
of her leadership in a strike over working
conditions and better pay for workers at local
fur company.

“Conditions at the jail were filthy and cold,”
said local historian Roz Usiskin, who is pres-
ident of the local branch of the secular
United Jewish People’s Order, during an
interview with The Jewish Post & News.

Usiskin spoke on the life of Coodin and fel-
low Jewish radical, the enigmatic Kitty
Harris, at Aqua Books, 274 Garry Street, on
May 17.

The event was part the MayWorks Festival
of Labour and the Arts, which is celebrated
every year “as a multi-disciplinary festival
that focuses on working class themes,” notes
information on the Manitoba Government
Employees Union website:
http://www.mgeu.mb.ca/news/article/1705

“It’s held in Winnipeg every year through-
out the month of May to honour and promote
the many positive contributions of unions and
working people in general,” according to the
online source.

“Inspired by events surrounding the
anniversary of the 1919 Winnipeg General
Strike, MayWorks focuses on the art pro-
duced both by artists (with their depiction of
the working class life) and by workers with
their own interpretation of their lives and
struggles.”

Coodin was brought to Canada from
Belilovka, Ukraine in 1926 by her brother,
Motel (Max) Coodin, commented Usiskin,
who is a past president of the Jewish Heritage
Centre.

Meanwhile, the Harris family, who were
originally from Bialystok, Ukraine (now part of
Poland), moved to London, England in 1900,
she added, noting that Kitty was born in 1904.

The family of five immigrated to Winnipeg
in 1905, and included the mother, Esther,
who worked in the fur industry, and the
father, Nathan, who was a shoemaker.

“At the age of 12, Kitty worked in the tobac-
co industry, and was radicalized by her work
experience, also by her older sister,” observed
Usiskin.

Her story was revealed in a biography,
“KITTY HARRIS: THE SPY WITH SEVENTEEN
NAMES”, by Igor Damaskin and Geoffrey
Elliott (St. Ermin’s Press, 260pp), that came
out in 2001.

“(S)he was a key figure in Soviet espionage
networks across the globe, running agents in
London, Berlin, Shanghai, Mexico and Los
Alamos,” says information found on
Wikipedia – the free encyclopedia.

She was British spy Donald Maclean’s con-
troller and lover for a period of time in
London and Paris; and before that was the
wife of bigamist Earl Browder, General-
Secretary to the American Communist Party,
added Usiskin.

She also played a role in the penetration of
the Manhattan Project, which developed the
atomic bomb, and helped organize an illegal

spy-ring in Mexico City.
A master of disguise and different identities

(as one online source says), Harris eventually
“retired from active service” as a Soviet spy.

She died in Gorky in 1966.
Freda Coodin came from a close-knit fami-

ly, politically in tune, atheists, secular,
Yiddishists, and sympathetic to the 1917
Bolshevik revolution, said Usiskin.

“Upon arrival in Winnipeg, Freda finds fac-
tory work as a finisher, and quickly recog-
nizes the lack of worker protection in the
needle trade industry,” she wrote in an earli-
er paper on Coodin.

After a series of jobs and dismissals for her
trade union activism, Coodin found work
with A&M Hurtig Fur Company, run by two
brothers.

“Hurtig Company was well-known in the
industry for its anti-union position and its
tough working conditions,” writes Usiskin.

“She is hired for six dollars a week, on the
condition that there will be no union orga-
nizing. She lasts but one year at Hurtig; she’s
fired as an agitator, unwilling or unable to
forego unionizing these exploited workers.
Very soon she found work at a more humane
shop, which was located across the street

from Hurtig Fur on Portage Avenue.”
By August 1933, unemployment was at its

height, there were mass demonstrations, and
labour unrest.

A strike ensued at Hurtig’s.
“Scabs were hired, police lined up to pro-

tect company property,” noted Usiskin.
“Freda immediately became active on the

picket line, before and after work, also at
noon. Unexpectedly, Freda was arrested at
her work and jailed.”

Her brother Motel’s inscription on her
tombstone in Yiddish and English reads:
“Freda Coodin, died April 7, 1935, aged 27
years, a victim of Hurtig Furrier strike August
1933.”

“The day after the tombstone is erected, it is
defaced and the Hurtig name is scratched
out.” 

From Usiskin’s paper: The workers at
Hurtig’s won their strike. The company
agreed to the following demands: 1) No dis-
crimination for union or strike activity; 2)
recognition of shop committee; and, 3) all the
scabs to be cleared out.
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Noted labour organizer Freda Coodin profiled at talk

I am wary of investment tips. Most are a recipe for losing money. But investing

with Romspen is absolutely the best investment decision I ever made. In fact,

I have reinvested many times over the years.

Don’t confuse Romspen with the scammers. Romspen is not too good to be

true. It is a fund of first mortgages in Canada that is managed by experienced

and fine people. It works because they know what they are doing. Their 

excellent reputation with both investors and borrowers is well deserved.

Gilles Schipper

Learn more by visiting the Romspen website. Call for an information package.

162 Cumberland Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3N5

1.800.494.0389

www.romspen.com

Romspen is the best financial decision I have ever made.

“At the age of 12, Kitty worked in
the tobacco industry, and was 

radicalized by her work experience,
also by her older sister.”

By

MARTIN ZEILIG
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Looking back

By REGINE FRANKEL 
More than 50 years ago my parents, my sister

Rachel and I left France where we were born, to
come and settle in Winnipeg. 

There was no reason for us to leave France. We
had our lives, my parents were in business, my sis-
ter and I were studying at university, and life was
good. 

The only reason we came, was to join my broth-
er George (Rubenfeld) who had come on a visit to
Winnipeg. He had gotten married and had a son,
so Canada was going to be his new country. My

brother had been continually urging us to join him, singing the praises of
Winnipeg and Canada in general. We were a close-knit family and we
missed each other. Now he had a son, so that was the ultimate reason for
my parents to come. The first grandchild !!!! A future genius!!! 

My brother had described how nice Winnipeg was and how friendly
the people were. He also described the vastness of the country. For the

benefit of my sister
and me, he wrote
about the drive inn
movies. “Imagine”,
he said, “you could
sit in your car in an
open space, watch
movies and eat pop-
corn.”

We landed in
Winnipeg on a glori-
ous July day. The sky
was blue, the sun was
shining, and the flow-
ers were blooming. I
remember that day as
though it were yester-
day. Fifty years ago
there was no TV, and
travel was not wide-
spread, so whatever
information we had
about the new world
was by hearsay,
books or newspapers. 

We knew of New
York of course. We
also knew about
Chicago. I remember
my father reading
about Al Capone and
Dillinger in The
Forwards. We also
knew about
Hollywood, and
Shirley Temple had
been our idol when
we were young. 

However we knew
very little about
Canada - practically
nothing, in fact. The
only thing we knew
was a song made
popular by a French
singer named Line
Renault. It was called
“Ma Cabine au
Canada”, My Cabin
in Canada. 

An interesting fact
is that, not long ago, I
was watching French
TV and here, again,
was the same French
singer with the same
song - 50 years later!
It was very nostalgic. 

I also remember
that before we left
Canada we saw the
movie “High Noon”.
It was in French. To us
it represented the
West - romantic and

brave. 
We had a very shaky crossing on the sea. Nausea and dizziness

enveloped us for days. (There was no Air Canada yet.). And, when we
arrived,we had to board a train which was even more shaky and uncom-
fortable. We spent three days and two nights in the train. You can cross
all of Europe in 12 hours! Imagine! Looking out the windows of the train,
all we saw were endless fields and trees, practically no habitation and a
shack here and there. It was so depressing and it dampened our spirits.
We began to have second thoughts about Canada, and wondered why
we had left Paris. We tried to cheer ourselves with the thought of seeing
our brother, his wife and new son. 

Finally we arrived in Winnipeg. I can still picture my brother looking
quite well and already acclimatized. There were also a couple of cousins
who had come to welcome us as well. My first impression of my cousins
was odd. They greeted us very warmly but also laughingly. At the time
we did not understand that they were laughing at the clothes we were
wearing. Little did they know... 

Since we had come from France, of course our clothing was different.
To my cousins they were old fashioned, even though we knew that they
were the latest fashion in Paris. Imagine laughing at fashions from Paris -
the city of light, of the greatest painters, musicians and actors. City of the
Louvre, the opera, the city of Voltaire and Rousseau!! Other
Winnipeggers also commented on our different clothing. In retrospect it
is very amusing. Twenty years later the clothing we had been wearing
then, had become fashionable here, but by that time we had discarded
ours. 

The new world was completely different from what we were accus-
tomed to. In France and in Europe, people are very formal. There is no
back slapping, no calling people by their first name and no dropping in
informally on your neighbours. My parents had friends they had known
for 30 years, yet they would never address them by their first name, nor
did their children. 

When we visited friends and were offered refreshments, we had to be
asked twice and sometimes three times until it was officially polite to par-
take of what was offered. I remember our first party here. It was buffet
style. We were waiting for the host to ask us to serve ourselves. We were
waiting and waiting but no one invited us to go to the table and we
watched people going back and forth to the table and serving them-
selves. We couldn’t believe how rude they were! As for us, we stood by,
and ate nothing. It happened a couple of times until we learned that, this
was the Canadian way. It took us a while to adapt to some of these cus-
toms. People were very open and did not stand on ceremony here. In the
beginning we took that as rudeness. 

The worst was yet to come....winter. Our dear brother had failed to
mention the little fact that the temperature in winter often goes down to
40° below. Even if we had known it, I doubt whether we could have
imagined what -40° feels like. We came in July when the weather was
gorgeous, but then came October..November.. December: The cold, the
snow, the wind - we were appalled! But we had to adapt and adapt we
did. 

We had studied English at the university in Paris but sometimes our
French accent led to ambiguity. For example, I had trouble with cabbage
and garbage. It sounded almost the same to me. We had made friends
and they had invited us for supper. As it happened the hostess
served..cabbage. At the end of the evening we all thanked our new
friends for a lovely dinner. I wanted to put in my two cents and told the
hostess that I love her....”garbage”. Well in spite of all my apologies and
explanations we lost these particular friends (no sense of humour?!). In
retrospect it is funny but at the time it was very frustrating. 

Well it was a long time ago but it is nice to reminisce. Now we laugh
at all our adventures. I still have problems with cabbage and garbage and
I avoid any invitation where gar...excuse me cabbage is served. 

Now when I go back to Europe, I am once again plunged into the dif-
ferent atmosphere and sometimes I find it stifling. I got used to the open-
ness and laissez-faire way of North America and I find it quite refreshing. 

I am happy to be here in such a wonderful country as Canada. I just
read a while ago that
there was a study by
the Wall Street
Journal which sought
to determine which
countries were con-
sidered to having the
happiest citizens.
Well the
Scandinavian coun-
tries were the first but
surprise, surprise,
Canada and Israel
were the two other
countries with the
happiest citizens.
Need I say more. 

Vive le Canada!. 

For someone born in France, “cabbage” and “garbage” sound alike

Support available for Jewish
alcoholics & addicts

Jewish individuals who are challenged
by alcohol or chemical addiction or their
family members now have help available
within the Jewish community. Supported
by Jewish Child and Family Service, JACS,
Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent
Persons and Significant Others (www.jac-
sweb.org<http://www.jacsweb.org/), is a
voluntary mutual-help group dedicated
to: helping develop and sustain recovery
from alcoholism or addiction in a nurtur-
ing and safe environment, promoting
knowledge and understanding of alco-
holism and chemical dependency as it
involves the Jewish community, and act-
ing as a resource to the Jewish communi-
ty to address the effects of alcoholism and
chemical dependency. Weekly support
meetings with a “Jewish twist” assist in
complementing other recovery supports.

Anyone interested in information on
Jewish addiction recovery supports for
themselves or a loved one can contact
JACS Winnipeg at the number in the ad
below. Please read the ad for details
about meeting times and locations.

FREE DELIVERYON ORDERSOVER $75E

New, Used & Rental Walkers, Scooters, Lift Chairs, Wheelchairs,
Bath Aides & Other Aides for Daily Living.

NEW PRIDE SCOOTERS AND LIFTCHAIRS

Mention this ad & receive 10% off 
the rental or purchase of any item

551 Osborne
453-6473

www.renewmobility.ca



Nearly 200,000
Canadians live with
Inflammatory Bowel
Disease (IBD) and
Jewish people are
more likely than any
other group to have
IBD, said Shari
Haydaman, regional

director for the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation
of Canada.

The reason that two to four times more Jewish
people have IBD, which includes Crohn’s
Disease and Ulcerative Colitis, or why people
develop this disease is not clear. Researchers
have yet to uncover the cause of these chronic
conditions. But there is no question that genet-
ics play a strong role and can predispose you to
Crohn’s or Ulcerative Colitis; if a family member
has an IBD, this may be passed along to their
children.

Crohn’s Disease and Colitis are similar, yet
different. They both affect a person’s digestion
by causing patches of inflammation. How they
differ is that Crohn’s can locate in any part of
your digestive tract, while Colitis only affects the
inner layer of the large bowel or colon.

Often people are diagnosed with IBD before
they are 30, said Haydaman. For a disease
which can affect both a person’s digestion and
their intestines, having this diagnosis at a young
age can initially seem catastrophic as the future
seems so uncertain. But drugs or surgery can
help manage the symptoms. In Winnipeg there
is first rate treatment from specialized teams that
include a gastrointestinal specialist, said
Haydaman.

Jacqueline Stillwater, a 51 year-old Jewish
Winnipegger living with Crohn’s, has had
numerous surgeries since her initial diagnosis in

1985, but manages the disease without medica-
tion. Her sister has Crohn’s, but not her son. As
an active volunteer fundraiser for the Crohn’s
and Colitis Foundation, she believes in the
importance of raising awareness. For Stillwater,
a positive attitude is key to living with Crohn’s:
“the glass is always half full – I look beyond
what each day might bring,” she said. 

Many people living with IBD find that differ-
ent types of triggers can aggravate their condi-
tion. Haydaman, who speaks to many people
with either Crohn’s or Colitis every day, finds
that this is very much an individual thing. She
stresses that it is not a good idea to remove
things from your diet, because you may end up
compromising your nutrition. “It is best to con-
sult with your doctor and the team, to map out
the key areas that trigger the disease. Don’t
remove things that you need,” she said.

The good news is that today there are more
options for treatment, said Haydaman. Better
drugs, quicker diagnosis and the opportunity to
be more involved in your treatment are now
available for people living with IBD. Symptoms,
which might include pain, cramps and fatigue
can be better managed. This is important given
that the symptoms can range from being mild to
severe, and one cannot predict when they may
flare up. 

With no explanation for IBD, researchers are
looking at what role the environment may have
either in causing or curing the disease. In a
2008 article on assessing environmental risk
factors authored by Dr. Charles Bernstein, an
IBD researcher based
at the University of
Manitoba, findings
were summarized
from a joint work-
shop sponsored by

the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundations of Canada
and the USA. Researchers from around the
world looked at various explanations for the dis-
ease. Is IBD caused by a poor immune system?
An infection? Something in the environment?
Dietary aluminum? Genetics? Diet? Antibiotics?
Ethnicity? Dr. Dvendra Amre, a researcher from
the University of Montreal, suggested that a
model that considers genetics, immune status,
infections, diet and lifestyle choices and how
these factors interrelate could help explain how
IBD develops. Dr. Bernstein says that from the
study of epidemiology (population statistics)
“striking epidemiological observations impli-
cate environmental influences on genetic pre-
disposition.”

Although great strides are being made in
understanding IBD, people still have a hard time
speaking about their condition, said Haydaman.
“We want to get IBD out of the water closet
because many of the symptoms are not topics
that people are comfortable talking about.
Speaking about the disease will help raise
awareness,” she said.

For more information, go to the Crohn’s and
Colitis Foundation of Canada website: www.
ccfc.ca

In our next issue, we will have a story on
Steven Bager, a former Winnipegger who has
developed a business in Toronto producing a
wide range of gluten-free products. Bager mar-
kets his products to many different cities, includ-
ing Winnipeg.

Getting Crohn’s and Colitis out of the water closet

Wednesday, June 1, 2011, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   11

Health matters

620-D Academy Road
(at Centennial)
Parking in back

415-0402
(Call for an appointment)

• Manicures
• Pedicures

• Facials
• Waxing

VICTORIA’SS   ESTHETICS
Beauty Spa

OUR GOAL
To provide a safe, supportive, English-speaking Jewish 

family environment for International Students

Homestay families receive a stipend of $600/month

We require homestay placements for male or female Grade 10 – 12 students 
from Brazil and Mexico who are staying for either one semester (5 months) 

or the full school year (10 months)

Both Kosher and Non kosher homes are required!

If you are interested in learning more please contact:
Lori Binder – lbinder@grayacademy.ca or 477-7485

Rory Paul – rpaul@grayacademy.ca or 477-7425

WANTED!
Host Families for Gray Academy’s 

International Student Program

Rabbi Mark Dratch - JSAFE 
Rabbi Mark Dratch is a respected leader

in the area of Jewish Domestic Abuse,
with expertise in the areas of domestic
violence and abuse, and a track record of
successful achievement in: counseling,
advising, writing, lecturing, advocating
and formulating policy. Rabbi Dratch is
the founder and Director of JSafe : The
Jewish Institute Supporting an Abuse Free
Environment (www.jsafe.org), a not-for-
profit organization committed to effecting
the way the Jewish community addresses
issues of domestic abuse and child abuse. 

After receiving his rabbinical ordination
from Yeshiva University in 1982, Rabbi Dratch joined Agudath
Sholom in Stamford, Connecticut as assistant rabbi. In 1984, he left
to lead congregations in New York and Toronto before returning in
1997 to serve as head rabbi of Agudath Sholom, the largest
Orthodox synagogue in New England. 

Rabbi Mark Dratch served as a congregational rabbi for 22 years.
He was a Vice President of the Rabbinical Council of America
(RCA), Chairman of its Task Force on Rabbinic Improprieties and
responsible for spearheading and formulating the RCA’s new policy
guidelines for responding to allegations against member rabbis. 

He is a member of Jewish Women International’s Clergy Task Force
on Abuse of, a member of the Jewish Advisory Committee of the
FaithTrust Institute, a member of the Editorial Board of The Journal
of Religion and Abuse, and a sought after speaker and consultant in
matters of domestic violence and clergy abuse. 

Rabbi Dratch will be in Winnipeg from June 2nd - June 7th, 2011
conducting a series of lectures, classes and consultations in efforts
to increase awareness and education in the Winnipeg Jewish
Community. 

Rabbi Dratch’s visit is a partnership between Jewish Child and
Family Service, The Herzlia Adas-Yeshurun Synagogue and the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, and the generous support of the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. 

RABBI MARK
DRATCH

By

FERN SWEDLOVE



By MYRON LOVE 
Gloria Mendelson was

never a shul goer. But that
changed in the fall of
2008 when her brother,
Morley Herman, passed
away. Rabbi Larry Lander,
the spiritual leader of
Congregation Etz Chayim,
officiated at the funeral. 

“My partner (Earl
Simmonds) and I found
Rabbi Lander to be very
warm and welcoming,”
she says. “So we decided
to join the congregation.” 

Mendelson has become
chair of  Etz Chayim’s
education committee. “I
am excited about learn-
ing more about Judaism,”
she says. 

Howard Kideckel, the
north Winnipeg congre-
gation’s immediate past
president, adds that
Lander has brought new
life and vibrancy to the
Etz Chayim community. 

“When we interviewed
him for the position, he
came across as friendly
and easy going,” says
Kideckel who was presi-
dent when Lander was hired in the fall of 2007. “He is a real people
person. That he is Canadian, had spent time in Winnipeg before (he
served as assistant rabbi for a couple of years in the mid-1980s at the
Rosh Pina – one of the three synagogues that combined to form Etz
Chayim) and wanted to come here were also pluses.” 

Lander explains the basis of his rabbinic philosophy with a story
from Chelm. “Two men from Chelm were watching a parade featuring
different bands and people of different ages,” he recounts. “One won-
dered aloud how people grow – whether from the head down or the
feet up. The other fellow responded that he thought people grow from
the inside out. 

My focus is on helping our congregation grow from the inside by
emphasizing the heart and emotion.” 

He says that his goal for the congregation was to create an atmos-
phere that is freilich, warm, inclusive and participatory. And for
Lander, it starts with the children. 

“One of the first things I did after coming here was bring in little
Torahs for the children to carry around,” he notes. “I also pass out
candy kisses (symbolizing the heart) every Shabbat to all the children
and some of the adults, too.” 

Jonathan Buchwald, Congregation Etz Chayim’s executive director
since 2004, reports that the congregation’s Junior Congregation pro-
gram attracts between 20 and 25 children every Shabbat. The children
are divided into three groups according to age. The program begins at
10:30 with the children joining the adult congregation near the end to

lead in singing Ein Kelohenu and Adon Alam. 
“We recognized the teen leaders of our Junior

Congregation at our Purim dinner (which attract-
ed over 200 people),” Lander says. “We made fro
them special chairs with special chair coverings
and (Chazan) Tracy (Kasner Greaves) and I served
them special or d’oeuvres and special desserts.
Their parents added limericks.” 

Another pillar of Lander’s approach to being a
congregation rabbi is to highlight meaningful
moments in peoples’ lives. “Every Shabbat, we
have ‘Todah Time’,” he says. “That is where con-
gregation members share the life events and
good things that have happened to them during

the week. 
For birthdays and anniversaries, I use gematria (combining Hebrew

letters with their numerical equivalents) to find words that appropri-
ately describe the celebrating individuals.” 

Lander and Kasner Greaves also plan a series of special, themed
Shabbats over the course of the year. For example, on June 18, the
theme will be Wellness – with Dr. Hillel Sommer, a sports medicine
doctor speaking about wellness. Aliyahs will be given to members of
the congregation who are known to be active in sports and the con-
gregation will be donating a book about wellness (with a Jewish con-
nection) to the Kaufman Silverberg Library. 

“We are considering having pets as one of our themes for the com-
ing year,” Lander says. “That shabbat, we will be exploring eco-
kashrut and our responsibility for the care of animals.” 

Lander praises the congregation’s adult programming – under the
leadership of Lina Streltsov. Coming up for erev Shavuot next week,
Gray Academy teacher Sherry Wolfe-Elazar will be speaking about
“living Torah through teaching”, while Dr. Grant Goldberg from the
Mount Carmel Clinic will be discussing “living Torah through Tikkun
Olam”. 

“We have had a number of well attended adult education programs
(organized by Gloria Mendelson’s committee) over the past year,”
Lander says. “And our Shabbat and Yom Tov dinners draw a lot of peo-
ple.” 

Since his arrival, Lander has re-introduced conversion classes. He
reports that each class has between five and ten participants. “I don’t
lecture so much as facilitate,” he says. “The students keep journals of
their emotional journeys and the class comes together for a Shabbat
dinner in a student’s home two days before the Mikvah.” 

He notes that he leads a B’nai Mtzvah class of five sessions for B’nai
Mitzvot and their parents, while Tracy Kasner Greaves teaches a two
year Preparatory course for upcoming bar and bat-mitzvot. 

Lander also strongly believes that it is important for rabbis to be
involved in people’s lives outside of the synagogue. “I do a lot of
counselling,” says Lander, who is also a trained social worker. “I go on
emotional journeys with people no matter whether or not they are
members of my congregation. It’s important for me to be there for peo-
ple who are struggling in hospital or at home.” 

Lander has high praise for the other members of the Congregation
Etz Chayim management team, including Kasner Greaves (who, he
notes, is an outstanding talent who is well connected and well liked
in the Jewish community) Buchwald (“an outstanding steward for the
congregation”), Torah reader Leon Berger, Streltsov, office staff: Shelly
Sklover (the funeral co-ordinator), Linda Waldman and Darlene Davis,
and caterer Bogoslav Stras. 

“I believe that laughter bring people closer to G_d,” Lander says.
“We don’t want to ever be boring. People seem happy to be here and
that is the key to our success.” 
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Caring Compassionate PCaring Compassionate Professional Srofessional Serviceervice
you’ve come to trust

Call Elba Haid or
Angela Pollett at

REALCARE
day or night

Ph: (204) 957-7325
fax: (204) 975-1065

e-mail: elbahaid@realcare.ca
Offices at 1008-213 Notre Dame Ave.

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 1N3

Providing:
� Alzheimer Care � Palliative Care � Post-Operative Care 
� Stroke Care � Long-Term Care � Rehabilitation 
� Respite � ‘Coming home’ new Moms and infants

Provided by: INSURED & BONDED
� RN’s � LPN’s � Health Care Aides
� Home Support Workers � Companions

We offer a variety of programs and services - 
- individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
- Free nursing assessment
- 24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
- At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
- Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Elba Haid
President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

Congregation Etz Chayim rabbi focuses on outreach, nurturing frelich shul atmosphere

Cantor TRACY KASNER GREAVES,
Executive Director JONATHAN
BUCHWALD and Rabbi LARRY LANDER.

Teen leaders of Etz Chayim’s Junior Congregation
First row from left to right: William Pitch, Rafi Hoult , Elliot
Lazar, Seth Baker, Ezra Lazar. Second row from left to right: Nola
Lazar, Anna Binder, Lina Streltsov (adult leader), Liora Shifman,
Yona Lazar, Deborah Spigelman, Tiffany Reider, Jane Reider,
Galya Lazar, Rachel Rubin, Sadie Silverstein.

Children’s Torahs.
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course, Bova didn’t have to
mention that so many Jews
and Italians look alike.)

“The story of this evening began many years ago, as
I crossed paths, or at times walked on the same path,
with people like Izzy Asper, Harold Buchwald,
Moishe Kaufman, Roy Lev, Ronna Goldberg, Abe
Anhang, Dee Buchwald, Marjorie Blankstein, Gail
Asper, Nathan Jacobson, and my good friend Michael
Kuhl to mention just a few. However, it took form only
after I met Rami Kleinmann. I had been invited to a
luncheon to meet the Shaliach or (for you non
Hebrew speaking types) the Emissary of Jerusalem to
the Jewish National Fund for Western Canada. I
remember thinking about how I would address such
an important person. Would I bow? Would I kiss his
ring? Would I hug and kiss him on both cheeks? As
usual, when in doubt on Jewish matters, call Abe
Anhang. ‘What do Jews do in situations like this?’ I
asked. ‘Well,’ he said, ‘try shaking hands.’ And that is
how I met the emissary. By the time the lunch was
over, I had already become both a contributor to the
State of Israel and another of the many volunteer
fundraisers that work full time for free for His
Excellency. Anyone who knows Rami, I am sure,
knows how the rest of the story goes..

Look around you. Tonight, the majority of the people here are not
Jewish. They are here for a variety of reasons. Let’s face it, some of you
are here because you could not say ‘no’ to Gisele MacDonald. Some of
you are here because you know that whenever Jews and Italians get
together you are in for at least a great dinner. But, when it is all said and
done, I know we are here to pay our respects to a great community, to
a great organization, and above all to the work going on at the Hebrew
University. Who would have thought that the solutions to the scourge of

Fetal Alcohol Syndrome in our province would come
via Jerusalem? Dr. Ben-Sasson, last summer I visited

Israel and your university. I was impressed with the level and quality of
research that is being conducted there. Let me assure you, that by the
time Rami was finished with the tour, not only were we all feeling much
better about the future of the human race but we were touched a lot
deeper than we could ever have imagined. My accountant is still ques-
tioning that donation. I was awed as I met with your staff, your
researchers, and your students. I was impressed with the contribution
your university is making to every field of human endeavour. As I
walked in the hallways of your campus, I could not help but think that
here and now the Lord’s imposition on the people of Israel to ‘become
a light unto the nations’ had found its permanent home at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem.”

CFHU Gala
(Cont. from page 1.)

JOE BOVA: “I could not help
but think that here and now
the Lord’s imposition on the
people of Israel to ‘become a
light unto the nations’ had
found its permanent home at
the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem..”

Dinner Co-Chairs, Scopus Award honoree and
CFHU: (Top row l-r) Gisele MacDonald, Gail Asper,
Sharon Zalik, Faith Kaplan (Bottom row l-r) Rami
Kleinmann, Joe Bova, Abe Anhang. Photo credit:
KRifkind Photography.

the destruction of Israel.
These policies of political correctness

affect the lives of every Israeli in every walk
of life on a daily basis. One example I per-

sonally encountered was when I picked up a well dressed
hitchhiker carrying a briefcase. He was on his was to an Arab
village not far from the tiny city of Karmiel in central Galilee.
He had been invited by the local school board to give a lec-
ture to high school students on the topic of “The Right of
Return.” To be clear I am referring to the right of return of all
Arabs who fled Israel in 1948, and their descendants . What
is wrong with this picture is simple: The man was from Gaza,
and had been invited to speak by the Arab Dept. of the Israeli
school board, at the expense of the Israeli government and of
course, the Israeli tax-payer! 

I wonder what sort of blinders Israeli leadership wear that
prevents their understanding the folly of evenhanded policies
between Jews and Arabs in Israel to the point of absurdity - a
folly which strengthens the Arab status and community.
Policies like these are a positive and important part of lead-
ership in democratic and progressive countries. In the case of
Israel, however, it is a mistake. The Israeli government is
strengthening the enemy from within.

The evenhanded policy of the Israeli government on civil
issues, is an important tool used in the hand of Israeli-Arabs
to further their long-term goal on the path of their national
aspirations as Palestinians.

The fact is that this bizarre and mystifying development of
Israeli leadership openly supporting her enemies is not so
mystifying when one considers the ever-growing evenhand-
ed and politically correct policies of Israeli leadership toward
its Arab citizens. It remains bizarre, however, whichever way
the mathematics are done, and this situation would have
made for an Asimov best seller only a few short years ago, as
surely what is happening now would have appeared then as
science fiction politics.

Whether it is to prove to the world how democratic and fair
Israel is or whether it is for personal political gain of Jewish
politicians I don’t know, though it is probably both. What I
do know is that either way, Israeli leadership is rapidly undo-
ing what has taken over 100 years of endless sacrifice of
Jewish blood and sweat in the name of Zionism to build.
Have we Jewish people reached such good times in our his-
tory that we can choose to protect the rights of those wishing
to destroy us over securing the right of our children to live in
a Jewish environment within secure borders with a clear
view of a future for their children? At the rate things are
unraveling here in Israel I can no longer look with any con-
fidence at my children’s future. 

Israeli Arabs
(Cont. from page 5.)
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Recipes

Shavuot takes
place 50 days after
the first day of
Passover. It is a holi-
day that celebrates
the giving of the
Torah at Mount
Sinai. Although there
are no tangible items

to perform mitzvas with like shofars, lulavs or
matza there are a number of traditions that
are followed in synagogue. 

Firstly, Shavuot includes a recitation of the
Ten Commandments. Also we read the Book of
Ruth – a story of a woman whose conversion to
Judaism and her acceptance of the Torah is so
sincere and strong that she merits having the
birth of King David in her lineage. Finally, there
is a practice for men to  stay up all night and
engage in the study of Torah and Talmud. 

We decorate our home with the early spring
flowered shrubs like lilac flowers , tulips, and
forsythia to create the mood of the holiday.
After shul on both days of Shavout  we invite
guests  and a dairy meal is served.

The best  part comes at the end of the meal
where dairy desserts, especially ice cream
and cheesecakes can be served. I wish you all
a happy and meaningful Shavuot.

* * *
CARAMEL CHEESECAKE WITH A 

PRALINE SAUCE

Here we tried to keep the calories and fat
within limits.
Crust:
2 cups graham cracker crumbs
1/2 cup sugar
1/4 cup butter melted

Mix ingredients in bowl and press onto bot-
tom and sides of  9 INCH springform pan

Preheat oven 325
For Filling:
1 cup low fat cottage cheese
2  8 oz  packages low fat cream cheese

1 1/4 cups light brown sugar
1 tbsp water
2 tsp vanilla extract
1/4 cup flour
1 large egg plus 1 large egg white

Pulse cottage cheese in food processor add
cream cheese, sugar , water and vanilla

Add flour egg and egg white and pulse until
all is blended smooth

Pour mixture into springform pan
Bake for  45 minutes turn off oven and leave

cheesecake in oven for 30 minutes longer
Cool and then cover with plastic wrap  for

at least 4 hours
Sauce:
1/3 cup evaporated milk
2 1/2 tbsp. Light brown sugar
1 tsp vanilla
3 tbsp coarsely chopped pecans
Bring milk , sugar, and vanilla to boil. Reduce
heat to  low for 2 minutes . Remove from heat
and mix in pecans. Cool to room tempera-
ture. Spread on top of cheesecake
Cut into 12 wedges

* * *
DELICIOUS CARROT CAKE WITH 

CINNAMON CREAM CHEESE ICING

3 cups all purpose flour
2 tsp baking powder
1/2 tsp salt
3 eggs
3/4 cup packed brown sugar
3/4 cup white sugar
2/3 cup vegetable oil
1 tsp vanilla
1/2 cup unsweetened applesauce
2 cups grated carrots
1 can ( 14 oz) crushed pineapple , drained
1/2 cup golden raisins

Cinnamon Cream Cheese Icing:
2/3  ( 250 gm) cream cheese
1/3 cup unsalted butter

3 cups icing sugar
1 tsp vanilla
1/4 tsp cinnamon

In a food processor place the eggs , brown
and white sugars and beat until thick.

Beat in oil and vanilla. Add the applesauce.
Add the flour and pulse few times
Fold in carrots and pineapple and raisins
Spread parchment in paper lines 13 by 9

inch cake pan.
Bake at 325 for 60 minutes
Let cool on rack
Beat in sugar, vanilla and cinnamon
Spread over cooled cake

* * *
BANANA SPLIT CAKE

1 1/2 cups graham crumbs
1/3 cup margarine melted
2 packages (250 g each ) cream cheese
1 cup sugar
1 can crushed pineapple in juice, drained
6 bananas, divided
2 packages jello instant vanilla pudding
2 cups cold milk
2 cups thawed cool whip
1 cup chopped pecans

Mix graham crumbs and margarine and
press onto bottom 13 by 9 inch pan.

Freeze 10 minutes. Beat cream cheese and
sugar  and then spread over crust. Top with
the pineapple.

Beat pudding mix in medium bowl 2 min-
utes. Stir in 1 cup cool whip. Spread this mix-
ture over the banana layer in pan.                

Top with remaining cool whip. Refrigerate 5
hours. Slice remaining bananas just before
serving, arrange over the dessert. Sprinkle
with nuts.

In the food processor place cream cheese
and butter and beat until fluffy.

* * *
MOCHACCINO CHEESECAKE

1 1/2 cups Oreo baking crumbs
1/4 cup butter, melted
1/2 cup caramel sun-
dae syrup
3 pkg (250 gm each )
cream cheese
3/4 cup sugar
1/4 cup coffee liqueur
6 squares semi sweet
chocolate melted
3 eggs

Preheat oven 350
Mix crumbs and but-
ter press onto bottom
9 inch springform
pan.

Pour caramel over
the crust.

Beat cream cheese
and sugar add liqueur,
eggs and chocolate.

Bake 45 minutes
then cool and refriger-
ate 3 hours or over
night.

Shavuot Sweets

By

FRANCINE TELLER



I, like most of you, watched
Oprah Winfrey as she ended her
incredibly successful 25 year run
as the reigning queen of daytime
talk TV. Her hype-and hoopla-
filled departure, reminded me of
the “pioneers”  that  paved her
way.

How do you adapt the radio
“talk” show format to television

and make it interesting and entertaining? Steve Allen, Jack
Paar, Johnny Carson, Mike Douglas and Merv Griffin were
the ground breakers for this new genre. They became the
cultural icons of their time and when each retired, critics
called it “the end of an era.”

I was too young to stay up ‘til 11pm for Steve Allen.  As
the first late-night host, he was instrumental in innovating
the TV talk concept.  Allen, a comedian, musician and song
writer, opened his first show in 1953 with,  “This is ‘Tonight’,  and I don’t
have much to tell you about it, except it will go on forever. You think you’re
tired now.!”  Allen’s version was simple, with audience participation (“Man
On The Street” interviews) and comedy skits to round out the show. It was
an instant hit, and folks across the country stayed up past midnight to catch
Steve and his guests.

I was still too young for late nights whencomedian/commentator Jack
Paar took over “The Tonight Show” (but undeterred, I would sneak from my
room to stand out-
side my parents’
bedroom door and
listen).  Paar’s show
was like a great
cocktail party, an
amazing mix of
comedians, charac-
ters, and intellectu-
als. He introduced
North Americans to
the then revolution-
ary, Fidel Castro,
supporting Castro’s
bid to “bring
democracy” to Cuba
(oy vey.

Viewers loved Jack
because he wore his
heart on his sleeve.
He even walked off
the set in protest
when network cen-
sors cut the words
“water closet”
(British for “bath-
room”) out of one of
his jokes! 

When Paar finally
retired in 1962 (the
emotional wear and
tear of filling 105
minutes five nights a
week was just too
much for him), crit-
ics said “it was the
end of an era.” 

Enter Johnny
Carson, comedian
and  former game
show host, whose
conversational style
and ad-lib approach
took the talk show to
a new level of
“cool”.  

He and sidekick
Ed McMahon were
there to make the
guests look good.
Now millions were
“hooked” on this
late night phenome-
non, a sophisticated
combination of
comedy mono-

logues, gag sketches, interviews and music. 
In his 30 years on air, Johnny hosted presidents and

politicians, launched the careers of the likes of Bette
Midler, Jerry Seinfeld and Ellen DeGeneres, and won
numerous honors and awards. 

Carson himself was a Kennedy Center Honoree, award-
ed the Presidential Medal of Freedom, and was inducted
into the Television Academy Hall of Fame.  Years before
Oprah, he had become an American icon, and his depar-
ture was a major, multi-night media event. The end of an
era.

Noting the pop culture impact of these nightime talk
fests, the networks ventured into daytime in the 60’s with
“pioneers” Mike Douglas and Merv Griffin (Merv later
gained fame and fortune as inventor and producer of
game shows,”Jeopardy” and “Wheel of Fortune”).  

Both had been band singers, and their daily fare offered
a feel-good mix of musical performances, and light ban-

ter with guest stars and co-hosts. These “friends” kept me company for
many years.  

When Mike and Merv retired, talk TV. took a new turn: real life issues,
hard-hitting news stories and tabloid schlock became part of the mix.

Finally, Oprah Winfrey took this genre to a new level when she used
her platform to teach and to create a better world community.
Hopefully, her retirement will not be the end, but the continuation of,
an era.
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YOUR MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Wish You and Your Family 
a Happy Shavuot

“The End of An Era”
ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES

OPRAH WINFREY used
her platform to teach and
to create a better world
community.



With another hugely successful Jewish Film Festival behind her,
Rady JCC Program Director Tamar Barr can already step back and take
a bow for another fabulous job.

Barr, who is one of the Racy JCC's longest-serving employees,
spends months every year scouring the world for films that will inter-
est local audiences. This year she brought in 11
films from Israel (naturally), Germany, Argentina,
Poland, France, and the USA.

Playing to huge crowds at the Berney Theatre,
the films this year drew very favourable reviews
for the most part. 

In response to a question whether any of this
year's films might be shown again at some point,

Barr indicated that the Rady JCC is contemplating holding a monthly
movie event that will include some of this year's festival's most popu-
lar flics.

Following are reviews of six of this year’s films:

By MARTIN ZEILIG
“The Human Resources Manager”, Israel’s

official entry for the 2011 Academy Awards
Best Foreign Film category, is a comic
drama centered on the HR manager of
Israel’s largest bakery, who sets out to save
the reputation of his business and prevent
the publication of a defamatory article.

The movie, which opened the 2011
Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival,
played to a full house at the Berney Theatre
on May 12.

The Human Resources Manager is sepa-
rated from his wife, distanced from his
daughter and stuck in a job he hates. When
one of his employees, a foreign worker, is
killed in a suicide bombing, the bakery is
accused of indifference, and the HR
Manager is sent to the victim’s hometown
in Romania to make amends. Far from
home, on a mission to honour a woman he
didn’t even know but has somehow grown
to admire, the HR Manager rediscovers his
own humanity and his ability to truly care
for human resources.

Director Eran Riklis doesn’t use names
(except for the deceased woman inspiring
the trip) and only identifies his characters as
The Weasel, The Boy and the eponymous
anti-hero – played with an everyman-like
unshaven, slightly dishevelled gravity by
the superb Ukrainian-born Israeli actor

Mark Ivanir, who is based out of Los
Angeles. 

This device adds to the movie’s idiosyn-
cratic, subtle charm. 

In an interview with a U.S. newspaper last
year, Riklis called The Human Resource
Manager “an asymmetrical road movie.” 

It’s a description that could also apply to
“Little Miss Sunshine”, the 2007 Academy
Award winning Hollywood comedy about
an offbeat family driving across the U.S. in
their beat-up VW van in order to get their
young daughter into the finals of a beauty
pageant. 

And, similar to that movie, “The Human
Resource Manager” reveals, among other
things, that ordinary people can make a dif-
ference in the lives of others as well as
themselves, especially if they follow their
conscience and do the right thing. 

By REBECA KUROPATWA
Rated 14A, “The Matchmaker” is Avi

Nesher’s latest comedy/drama film, a
unique coming-of-age story.

The movie has garnered awards ,such
as being the Official Selection of the
Toronto International Film Festival 2010,
and the Opening Night Film of the Los
Angeles Israeli Film Festival 2010.

“The Matchmaker” focuses on a
teenaged boy named Arik growing up in
1968 in Haifa, Israel, who gets a job as

“the new spy guy” working for matchmaker
Yankele Bride who gets his clients “what they
need, not what they want.” 

Bride is a mysterious Holocaust survivor
whose office is in the back of a movie theatre
that shows only love stories, run by a family
of seven Romanian dwarves in the seedy area
by the port.

Bride introduces young Arik to a new world
of detective work, having him “check out if
clients are looking for love or just for hanky
panky.”

Arik also gains insight into the mysteries of
the human heart, leading him to fall in love
with Tamara, his best friend Beni’s cousin.
Tamara just returned from America and
speaks at length about free love, women’s
rights, and rock and roll. 

Through his new experiences and under-
standing, Arik learns much about himself and
others in a summer that changes him forever. 
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Jewish Film Festival

“The Human Resources Manager” has  
“idiosyncratic, subtle charm”
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“The Matchmaker” a great shidduch  for Winnipeg audience

Success of Jewish Film Festival may lead to repeat showings of most popular films



By BERNIE BELLAN
“Anita” (Argentina,

2009) presents two
powerful themes that
bisect: The complexi-
ties presented as a
result of Down’s
Syndrome, and the
horrific aftermath of a
terrorist bombing.

In this fascinating
movie, Anita Feldman,
a young woman with
Down’s Syndrome
faces the sudden and
unexplained disappear-
ance of her loving mother,
who is a victim of the
AIMA bombing in Buenos
Aires.

Through a series of
chance encounters with
total strangers, Anita per-
severes – and shows a sur-
prising resilience. At the
same time, her brother is
desperate for information
about both his mother and
sister, and we witness the
harrowing experiences of
families coming to terms
with their losses as a result
of mindless terrorism.

The acting in this movie
is superb. Alejandro
Manzo, as Anita, is aston-
ishingly convincing.

As with most other
movies during the festival,
“Anita” played to a packed
house.

By REBECA
KUROPATWA

As director Kaspar
Heidelbach, portrays in
this 2009 master piece
(shot in Germany),
“Berlin 36” is inspired
by the true story of
Jewish athlete Gretel
Bergmann – an incredi-
ble piece of forgotten
Olympic history. 

The United States
publicly threatened to
boycott the 1936
Olympics in Berlin if
there were no Jewish
competitors (i.e. if no
Jews were allowed to
compete). Though, as
clearly shown in the
film, in private conver-
sations between German and American government officials, the United
States was not as sympathetic to the Jews’ plight as they ‘officially’
appeared.

The film begins with a German-born Jewish high jumper, Bergmann -
one of the best at the time, who was living in London, England. She is
invited to participate in a German training camp. Bergmann’s German-
dwelling father asks her to return to Germany to train for and compete
in the Olympics representing Germany (“The Fatherland”), in hopes that
it will make life easier for their family and other Jews in Germany. 

Reluctantly, Bergmann agrees, but on the premise that “they can make
me come back to Germany, but they can’t make me win a medal for the
Nazis.” But Bergmann’s family and other Jews in Germany convince her
that she must try to win, to show that Jews are just as good as the “supe-
rior” Aryan race.

Fearing humiliation should a Jew win the high jump, the Nazis pick an
unknown female athlete named Marie Ketteler (in actuality, a hidden
male) to beat Gretel in the Olympic qualifiers. But the National Socialists
did not take into consideration that after some initial tension, the two
outsiders and presumed competitors might become friends. 

At the end of the film, the real Gretel Bergmann, in an interview says
of the experience, “It was a constant nightmare for me...What would
they [the Nazis] do to me if I did win?”
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Jewish Film Festival
“Berlin 36” tells little-known, 

remarkable Olympic story

“The Klezmatics: On Holy Ground” 
By MARTIN ZEILIG

Towards the end of “The Klezmatics: On Holy Ground”, we see the
members of this, in the words of one U.S. writer, “wildly fascinating,
talented, and unpredictable” band discussing their future together.

They have just signed a contract to take their act on the road.
Yet,there are disagreements, especially between two band members,
because of the precarious nature of the music industry.

Ultimately, however, the dispute is resolved and the members of
this New York based Grammy Award winning klezmer band resolve,
at least for the time being, their dispute and take to touring one more
time.

As pianist/singer-songwriter Billy Joel has said “music in itself is
healing.” 

That is something the Klezmatics, who have been thrilling audi-
ences with their dynamic tunes and songs for the past 25 years, know
on an intuitive basis.

The film follows a couple of band members to the YIVO Institute
for Jewish Research, a film scoring audition with Frank (he didn’t get
the job), a musical poetry workshop at Mabou Mines with Lisa, a
Paradox Trio rehearsal with Matt, and a Scandinavian dance class
with Paul and his colourful collection of fiddles. 

We travel to cold Wisconsin in winter alongside the band and
“kosher-gospel dynamo,” Joshua Nelson and their 20th Anniversary
Concert at The Town Hall; at the Woody Guthrie recording sessions
and in Ramat HaSharon, Israel with collaborator Chava Alberstein
and in Wroclaw and Krakow, Poland; at the music awards –when
things came to a sudden halt in the Grammy’s aftermath, and the
Klezmatics needed to figure out how to revive their exciting and orig-
inal musical odyssey that was conceived in the East Village in 1986.

This film, which was directed by Erik Anjoy and Frank London,
takes us into the joyous and expanding heart of klezmer, and of the
terrific band that is one of its greatest exponents. 

“Little Rose” set against backdrop of Six-Day War
By MARTIN ZEILIG

Director Jan Kidawa-
Boski’s “Little Rose” is a
story about a risky love
triangle set in the
Poland of the late
1960s where, as one
critic has noted,
“betrayal could have a
political context.” 

The government’s
anti-Jewish campaign
had begun already in
1967. It was a well-
orchestrated response
to the Soviet withdraw-
al of all diplomatic relations with Israel after the Six Day War – with
factory workers across Poland forced to publicly denounce Zionism. 

The script, by Kidawa-Boski and Maciej Karpiski, is based on the
character of Pawe Jasienica, a famous writer, according to information
found online.

He marries a younger, beautiful “girl from nowhere” despite the
resentment of his fellow academics. Blinded by love, he doesn’t sus-
pect that his controversial relationship is not accidental. His new wife
is secretly involved with a government agent and informs on her hus-
band under the code name is “Little Rose.” The co-operation with the
agent turns into passion, but she realizes that she is just a tool in a
political game. 

“Little Rose” reveals the methods of infiltration and the repression of
the creative circles at that time in Poland.

It’s an outstanding story about love, passion and the price one is
ready to pay for them. 

The characters become unknowing victims of the national paranoia
sweeping Poland in 1967-68.

Newsreel clippings of Polish Communist leaders addressing party
congresses and of the 1968 student riot in Warsaw are interspersed
with the drama. 

This heightens the film’s feeling of verisimilitude. 

The Grant & Wilton Coffee House 
is pleased to present

FLO

IN CONCERT

SATURDAY, JUNE 4 AT 7:30 PM
Doors open at 7:00 pm, Tickets $10, 

Tel: 488-0207

1077 Grant and Wilton,

in Temple Shalom Hall
across from Grant Park Shopping Centre

(more parking up the ramp west of building)

Come for a casual evening of  excellent music... 
Fun - Set to Music 

“Anita” combines two powerful themes

…in private conversations
between German and American

government officials, the 
United States was not as sympa-
thetic to the Jews’ plight as they

‘officially’ appeared.

It’s an outstanding story about
love, passion and the price one is

ready to pay for them.
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Community news

By MYRON LOVE 
“When I walked through the

doors of Garden City Collegiate,
I felt like I was coming home
again,” says Hilda Szternfeld
Smith. “The memories came
flooding back – the friends, the
activities. This reunion allows us
to re-embrace what we let go of
when we were high school stu-
dents standing at the threshold of
adulthood.”

Szternfield Smith came in from
Calgary to attend the 50th
anniversary celebrations of
Garden City Collegiate on the
weekend of May 20-22. She
attended the north Winnipeg
school in the mid-1960s (She
graduated in 1968.), when a great
many of the students were Jewish
kids who were second generation
Canadians, quite a number of
them, like Szternfield Smith, chil-
dren of Holocaust survivors.

Where St. John’s High School
(which celebrated its 100th
anniversary last June) was the
high school of choice for most
Jewish teens from its birth until
the late 1960s, garden City and
Grant Park High School in River
Heights (and to a lesser degree
West Kildonan Collegiate and
Kelvin High School) were the

high schools serving
Winnipeg’s Jewish
neighbourhoods in
the 1960s and ‘70s
into the 1980s. And
the make-up of the
volunteer Committee
organizing the
reunion reflected that
Jewish heritage.
Almost half of the
committee members
were Jewish gradu-
ates while the co-
chairs – Jodi
(Gardner) Gilmore
and Harriet Saidman,
Cheryl (Bakalinsky)
Senensky and Albert
Yanofsky – are all
members of our
Jewish community
(and all still live in
the Garden City area
and whose children
also attended the
school).

It was Senensky
who got the ball
rolling in late 2007.
(Senensky (class of
1980) is a “lifer”.

After graduating from the school and taking an administrative assistant
program, she returned to the school to work in the office. She has been
a fixture in the Garden City front office for over 25 years.)

(The late Howard Sinaisky – to whom this reunion was dedicated -
was also a “lifer”. He graduated from the school in 1966 and taught at
Garden City from 1972 until just before his untimely death in 1998. He
chaired the 25th anniversary reunion committee.)

“Cheryl approached Harriet to ask if anything was happening with the
50th reunion,” says Jodi Gilmore (also from the Class of 1980). “They
asked me to become the co-chair.

“It was a lot of hard work but it turned out to be an amazing weekend.
It was great seeing all these smiling people. Everyone had a terrific
time.”

Harriet Zaidman (Class of 1970) heaps praise on the current students
and teachers who put in a lot of volunteer hours in preparing the school
for the reunion weekend. She also fondly remembers her own teachers
at the school.

“I had some exceptional teachers at the school – especially in History,
Geography and English,’ she says.

For Albert Yanoksky (class of ‘75), who was the fund raising chair for
the reunion, one of his outstanding memories of school days was the
Chess Club and playing chess with his buddies, Avrum Senensky
(Cheryl’s husband) and Gary Labovitch.

Reesa (Tolchinsky) Langhans (Class of ’66) – and a member of the 50th
reunion committee - recalls coming to school on the first day of the
Great Blizzard (March 5, 6, 1966). “I lived on Seven Oaks and
McGregor,” she recalls. “I walked to school with two of my girlfriends.
Only when we got there, did we find out that the school was closed. In
those days, there were no announcements on the radio about school
closings.”

Moshe Selchen and Hart Wayborn were at the school almost from the
beginning. They graduated in 1965. “It was an interesting conglomerate
of mainly Jewish and Ukrainian students in those days,” Wayborn
recalls. “We all got along very well.”

Selchen, who also taught at the school for a year (1991-92), was pres-
ident of the student council in his Grade 12 year. “High school here was
a most marvelous experience,” he says. 

Fredee Lipchen (Class of ’66) and long time friend Judy (Feinsilber)
Mizrahi (class of ’67) both came in from Toronto for the weekend. “I was
at the 25th anniversary and had to come back,” says Mizrahi. “It was a
great weekend.”

Lipchen adds that the reunion brought back wonderful memories. She
notes that she finds it interesting that people she saw for the first time in
45 years still exhibit the same mannerisms they had in high school.”

“I enjoyed an active life at Garden City,” says Smith. “I made lifelong
friends. That’s why I came back.”

Garden City Collegiate Reunion reconnects graduates to their youth

Garden City reunion co-chairs ALBERT
YANOFSKY, JODI GILMORE, CHERYL SENENSKY,
HARRIET ZAIDMAN.

GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB

For Information on Memberships
and Catering Needs call

832-1306

wishes all our
Members, Friends and Associates

A Happy Shavuot
President: MICHAEL KAY

Chief  Operating Officer: JIM STEEP

GLENDALE

From left: JOE SHELL, LARRY NASBERG, JERRY
SHELL (Class of ‘67).

From left: FREDEE LIPCHEN, EARL STANDIL (Class
of ‘66), JUDY (FEINSILBER) MIZRAHI.

FAYGEE (YUFFE) HECHT (Class of ‘73), DEBBIE
(KELLER) STERN (Class of ‘77) DON STERN (Class
of ‘74).



So, once again,
the “Y” Sports
Dinner committee
on Tuesday June
21st at the
W i n n i p e g
Convention Centre
has decided as their
main course to dish
out prime pigskin, a

menu favorite at the annual event.
Pigskin at a Jewish fundraiser? Relax.

Despite the nickname used by sportswriters
and broadcasters, official footballs are made
of cow leather. The piggy name originated
centuries ago in England when people
played a form of soccer or rugby and called
it football, even though a pig’s bladder was
inflated like a balloon and the name stuck. 

More to the point, at the upcoming 39th
repast the keynote speaker will be legendary
quarterback Joe Montana, who was a round
three NFL draft selection (82nd overall) in
1979 and turned out to be a Pro Hall of Fame
signal caller while playing with the San Francisco 49ers for 14 years and
his final two with the Kansas City Chiefs.

For the record, the feature speakers at the annual Rady fund raiser,
which provides financial support to fund scholarships and programs
for members of our diverse community, have in the main been of the
gridiron variety. 

Nineteen in total, including four other all-time great QB’s such as
Bart Starr, Warren Moon, Terry Bradshaw, and Peyton Manning. Some
other notables being Mike Ditka, Don Shula, Dan Hampton, Dan
Dierdorf plus CFL standouts Bud Grant, Normie Kwong, and Rollie
Miles. 

Time marches on and Montana will be celebrating his 55th birthday
on June 11th. 

Nicknamed Joe Cool, all of his records are too numerous to mention
and make one often wonder whether having so many accolades
bestowed upon a single individual ever causes one to become jaded. 

The New Eagle, Pennsylvania born athlete, who grew to be 6’,2”
and 205 lbs., was an eight-time Pro Bowler, and First Team All-Pro
three times. I would imagine he probably considers his greatest
achievement to be leading his teams to four Super Bowl victories. 

Montana was also a drama queen. Or is that “king?” Comeback Joe,
noted for his laudable trait of being calm under pressure, helped his
teams to 31 fourth quarter come-from-behind wins. One game in par-
ticular that stands out in my mind was in the final moments of Super
Bowl XX111 in 1989 at Miami, when Montana engineered a 92-yard
game-winning touchdown drive to defeat the Cincinnati Bengals 20-
16, outscoring the latter 14-3 in the fourth quarter. 

Montana credits his dad, Joseph Clifford, who taught him the early
fundamentals of football. Joe began playing youth football when he
was only eight years old because his father listed his son as a nine-
year-old, so that he could meet the league’s minimum age require-
ment. 

Young Joe, being an all-round athlete, also took an interest in base-
ball and basketball, which was Montana’s favorite sport as a child. In
the hoops game in high school he was named an all-state player,
while his team captured a championship. 

Montana, one of the toughest pro quarterbacks ever, played in 192
regular-season games with broken fingers, cracked ribs, and concus-
sions. He had a pass completion percentage of 63.2. He will no doubt
regale his audience with interesting reminiscences of his sports-play-
ing days, as well as his post-retirement experiences in real estate and
his partnership in a private equity firm with former teammates.

Also on the bill is the return of top notch comedian Alonzo Bodden,
who describes comedy as his drug. He was a runner-up on Season 2
of NBC’s Last Comic Standing, then, in the subsequent year he took
the Grand Prize in 2007. He went on to become a series regular judge
on Season five of the show. On TV he has played small roles and had
movie parts in “Scary Movie 4”, “Bringing Down The House” and
“The Girl Next Door”. 

The Jewish Athlete Award nominees are out and four individuals will
be vying for the Idy and Max Nusgart Memorial Award. Last year’s co-
winners, were North Dakota Sioux women’s soccer team starting
goaltender Elizabeth Sera, along with hockey player, St. Paul’s
Crusaders’ Daniel Fainman. 

Those in the running this time around are:
Nineteen year old MITCH BILLINKOFF who has been playing table

tennis since age eight and who won the award in 2008. He has been

a member of the Provincial Team for more
than 11 years and this past season had one
of his best years ever, winning both the
2009-2010 Manitoba Tournaments Circuit
and the Winnipeg and District Super
League. Mitch was also recognized as the
MTTA Player of the Year for his high level of
performance as well as an exemplary ath-
lete. He is currently ranked within the top
10 in Western Canada for players 21 and
under. 

Former nominee, MINDY LICHTMAN, a
member of the St. Boniface Golf Club, won
her first ever Manitoba Women’s Amateur
Golf championship in 2010, and finished
with a 54-hole total of 232. She was also
part of Manitoba’s Inter-Provincial team,
that competed at the Canadian Women’s

Amateur Championship last July in Kingsville, Ontario. 
Sixteen year old wrestler CALEB RUTNER recently completed his

third perfect unbeaten season as the Manitoba High School champion
and won his third gold medal in the Provincial Championships and
the award for this year’s Most Outstanding Wrestler. He also captured
the Canadian National Wrestling title in his 66 kilogram weight class
for the second time in Windsor this past April. He also won the cham-
pionship’s Most Outstanding Wrestler Award over close to 500 com-
petitors aged 15-17. 

REESA SIMMONDS, 26, a marathon runner who graduated from
Grant Park High School and has been running since Grade 6, is the
fourth and final nominee. She is a third year U of M medical student
who competed in the Manitoba Marathon last June, placing second in
the women’s event. Reesa also finished second at the 2010 Queen City
Marathon and was third overall in the 2010 Toronto Marathon. She has
previously run in races in Thailand, Boston, Philadelphia, and Arizona. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and
covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports
to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-
mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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Harvey Rosen

Another stand-out lineup for Y Sports Dinner

ALONZO BODDEN
the comedian appear-
ing at the Rady dinner. 

The management and staff at 

Shaftesbury Park Retirement 
Residence invite you to visit our 

beautiful building to experience the 

wonderful community environment.

905 Shaftesbury Blvd.

Call Avril Kettner at
204.885.7272

Where Caring is Our Number One Concern™

Happy Shavuot!

PROUDLY CANADIAN

www.allseniorscare.com

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Quarterback JOE
MONTANA former
pro player primarily
with the San Francisco
49ers, the keynote
speaker at the Rady
JCC “Y” Sports dinner.
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
When sending in Obituaries or Yahrzeits, please
ensure they are either typewritten or legibly printed,
doublespaced. We will not guarantee publication
of material that comes in that we cannot read.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JUNE 1

AVIGDOR “AVI” TOPF
Avigdor “Avi” Topf,

age 63, of Phoenix, Ari-
zona, passed away
Shabbat morning, May
7th, 2011.

He was born in Frank-
furt, Germany and raised
in Ness Ziona, Israel. He
served in the Israeli Army
during the 1967 Six Day
War and the 1973 Yom
Kippur War. Avi spent
many years in NYC work-
ing in the Textile Indus-
try. We met in NYC April
1991.

Avigdor is survived by
his wife, Sherri Topf; children: Sharonne Katz , Eric
Forthmuller, Jennifer Forthmuller, Michael Topf; Sib-
lings: Yoheskel Topf, Yackov Topaz, Rachel Nord,
Shifra Jean, Miriam Habot, Chana Topf; 3 grandchil-
dren, 7 nieces, 9 nephews.

Graveside services were held thursday, May 19th,
2011 at Beth Israel Cemetary in Phoenix, Arizona.
Rabbi Yisroel Isaacs officiated. Arrangements by Si-
nai Mortuary. Contributions in memory of Avigdor
may be made to: The National Kidney Foundation.

JAY TOBIN

A Card of  ThanksA Card of  ThanksA Card of  ThanksA Card of  ThanksA Card of  Thanks
from the family of

HARRY WALSH Q.C., LL.D., O.C.

wish to acknowledge with heartfelt
gratitude, the “acts of kindness”

shown by family and friends.
The City and Jewish community of
Winnipeg have lost a “mensch!”

To live in the hearts

of those we leave behind -

is not to die

Unveiling

The family of the late
MURRAY HAROLD

NARVEY
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a plaque

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, June 12, 2011
at 11:00 a.m.

at the
Rosh Pina Memorial Park

Unveiling

The family of the late
DAVID

POLLICK z”l
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a plaque

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, June 12, 2011
at 1:00 p.m.

at the
Rosh Pina Memorial Park

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ALLEN

BILLINGHURST
who passed away

June 3, 2008
29 Days in Iyar

Deep bonds of love
are indissoluble

— Always in our thoughts
forever  in our hearts .
Your wife Cookie, Marla and
Steven, Tracee and Aaron and
grandchildren Teddy, Carson,
Sutton and Stafford.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
PAUL FOX
who passed away

May 27, 1979
1 Day in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his daughter,
grandchildren, and great-
granddaughters.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

SADIE
GOLDENBERG

who passed away
May 4, 2010

26 days in Iyar
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-grand-
children and sister.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MOTL GUNER

who passed away
May 21st, 1996
3 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren & great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
HARRY

GURVEY
who passed away

June 12, 2005
5 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Evelyn,
children and grandchildren.

6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SAM KANTOR

who passed away
May 26, 2010

13 Days in Sivan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

In MemoriamKnown to all as the eyeglass lady (who was inter-
viewed on CBC TV), or the ticket lady. (She sold
tickets at the Garrick and Deluxe Theatres).

Jay passed away on April 28, 2011 and was buried at
the Hebrew Sick Cemetery where her parents are also
interred. She lingered in illness for over a year, but in
the end wanted to die at home. We are pleased that we
were able to honour her wish.

Born in Winnipeg on July 15, 1928 to Rose and Mike
Tobin, Jay lost her mother at a young age and was
raised in the Jewish Orphanage of Winnipeg. She is
survived by her only close relative, her cousin Reva
Henriques of Vancouver.

Despite Jay’s early losses and hardships she evolved
into a witty, bright, and engaging woman whose love of
life was felt by all who knew her.

No matter what challenges came her way, Jay showed
incredible resilience and fortitude, always welcoming
the company of others with an open heart and smile.
She touched many lives with her warm personality and
flair for living.

Over the years, Jay’s friendly and outgoing nature
drew many people to her and she made many close and
loyal friends. We would like to thank the Minuk
family, Pearl Nepon, and Laurie Mason for their close
friendship.

Appreciation is extended to Adeena Lungen, Orah
Kleiman and to her devoted care givers, Laura Rabang
and especially to Maria Da Silva. Another person
important in Jay’s life was Benny Teixeira, a caring
companion for over 20 years.

We would also like to acknowledge the help of
Jewish Child and Family Service, her many Home
Care workers, and the Palliative Care doctors and
nurses at both Riverview Hospital and in Jay’s home.

Sammy Minuk delivered the eulogy at her funeral
and six Grade 12 students from the Gray Academy
were her pallbearers.

Our loving blessings go with you, Jay,
and special memories of your gentle spirit

will comfort us all.

www.garrysdeli.com
e-mail: lisa@garrysdeli.com 
or stacey@garrysdeli.com

Ph: 994477--99777777

Call us to order your Shiva Platters
Free Delivery
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JUNE 8

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

KATIE
KIRSHNER

who passed away
June 7, 1995

9 Days in Sivan
— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by her nieces,
nephews and friends.

In loving memory of
LILY MINUK

who passed away
June 1, 1979

6 Days in Sivan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

ALEXANDER
HARRY

NEWHOUSE
who passed away

June 5, 1984
5 Days in Sivan

ANNIE
NEWHOUSE
who passed away
February 8, 1987
9 Days in Shevat

In loving memory of

—Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children, family
and friends.

In loving memory of
KENNETH
NUMEROW

who passed away
May 29, 1990

5 Days in Sivan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
CLAIRE RISSIN

who passed away
May 16, 1994

6 Days in Sivan, 5754
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MIKE SILVER

who passed away
June 10, 2005

3 Days in Sivan
—Always remembered and
sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

39th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MYER (MOE)
SUCHAROV

who passed away
May 14, 1972

1st Day of Sivan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

30th Yahrzheit       26th Yahrzheit

MALKE LEVIT
who passed away

June 13, 1981
11 Days in Sivan

VELODIE LEVIT
who passed away

July 1, 1985
13 Days in Tammuz

In loving memory of

—Your loving family.

In Memoriam

LILY LITMAN
who passed away

June 11, 1992
10 Days in Sivan

JOSEPH LITMAN
who passed away
August 25, 1992
27 Days in Av

In loving memory of

—Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of
BEN BUDD

who passed away
May 27, 1988

11 Days in Sivan
— Always remembered by his
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

DANIEL
BUTLER
June 10 - 2001

Dear Danny,
Ten years have passed
without you in our lives,
but very much in our hearts
- With love Annette, Nadine,
Pat,  Marc, Kristin, Liam and
Danielle.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MARCIA (MICKEY)

FLAXMAN
who passed away

June 10, 2003
— Lovingly remembered by
your family.

8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
FAYE

GORENSTEIN
who passed away

May 31, 2001
9 Days in Sivan

— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by your  children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LILY

KEMEL-KOZAK
who passed away

May 29, 2001
7 days in Sivan

In mind, a constant thought,
In heart, a silent sorrow.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of
SANDY MILLER

who passed away
June 6, 1990

13 days in Sivan
So much we wish you could
have shared with us.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Frank, children Marshall &
Na’ama, Jeff & Shaun,
Hayley, Hartley & Marni,
grandchildren Samantha,
Matthew, Maya and
Mackenzie, family and friends.

21st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our
beloved father and Zaida

ISADORE (IZZY)
MINUK

who passed away
May 21, 1991

8 Days in Sivan (5751)
In mind a constant thought
In heart, a silent sorrow
— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by your loving
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of
BENJAMIN

PIERCE
who passed away

June 7, 1965
7 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam



Conflicts of interest come in all shapes and
sizes, from the subtle to the egregious.  The
latter may even constitute fraud.  Lining one’s
pockets while betraying the public trust has
been a well-travelled path for countless politi-
cians and corporate executives in publicly
traded companies.  

Consider a municipal politician who owns
a parcel of land, the value of which will sky-

rocket if it is rezoned to allow commercial development. Whereas an
ethical politician would recuse himself from the zoning approval
process, one who is morally challenged would seize the opportunity-
with both hands - to facilitate approval of the rezoning application,
possibly by shamelessly lobbying members of the approval committee
and by casting his or her vote in favour of rezoning.  

Senior executives in publicly traded companies commonly award
themselves outrageously generous compensation notwithstanding the
dreadful performance of the company. If a company’s board of direc-
tors has an unduly cosy relationship with senior management or if the
company CEO also happens to be Chair of the board of directors,
directors are likely to be derelict in discharging their fiduciary duty to
safeguard shareholder interests, and may allow senior managers to
treat the company treasury as their private piggy bank. 

In the political domain, one approach to coping with conflict of
interest situations has been to place a politician’s assets in a blind
trust. This may reduce a politician’s incentive to betray the public trust;
it does not eliminate it. Politicians may be unable to see the disposi-
tion of their asset but their ability to hear about them - from trustees
who happen to be spouses or children-may be unimpeded. Conflicts

of interest can easily survive blind trusts. 
Mandatory disclosure has become the

weapon of choice in the battle against con-
flicts of interest in the public and private sec-

tors.  Forcing politicians to disclose their assets exposes potential con-
flicts of interest and thus deters politicians from betraying the public
trust. In the private sector, full disclosure by financial advisors allows
investors to discount advice that is tainted by an advisor’s conflict of
interest to an appropriate extent.

In recent decades, the stock market advice provided by financial
firms was notoriously compromised by their undisclosed financial
relationship with the companies that they evaluated.  The public
naively expected unbiased recommendations about whether to buy,
sell, or hold a given company’s stock.   

Since a “sell” recommendation for ABC Inc. could depress its share
price, ABC often threatened to retaliate against a negative rating by
transferring the lucrative financial services that it purchased from the
analyst’s firm to a competitor.  Financial analysts were threatened with
termination by their employer if they did not soft-pedal criticism of
underperforming companies.  

As a result, “buy” recommendations vastly outnumbered “hold” or
“sell” recommendations, the latter becoming virtually extinct. Since
analysts rarely met a stock they disliked, their credibility vanished.

How effective is mandatory full disclosure in aligning the interests of
financial advisors and their clients?  Some financial firms portray the
fact that they have a financial stake in a company whose stock they
recommend as evidence that their interests and those of potential
investors are perfectly aligned, reassuringly claiming “We eat our own
porridge” or “We put our money where our mouth is.”   

Other firms emphasize their independence and the absence of any
financial stake in the companies they recommend as a guarantee of
their impartiality. It is not at all obvious whose reassurance should
instill greater confidence in investors.  Ultimately, investors must rely
upon their own instinct and judgement.  When all is said and done,
nobody has a greater stake in an individual’s welfare than does that
individual.  
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Irwin Lipnowski

In loving memory of
LOUISE MAY

SEGAL
who passed away

June 7, 2006
11 Days in Sivan

— Always remembered with
much love and sadly missed
by your children, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ETHEL STAR

who passed away
June 10, 1992

9 Days in Sivan
— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by her children
and grandchildren.

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
June 3 Rosh Chodesh Sivan
Friday, June 3 Candle Lighting: 9:12. Mincha: 9:10. Schacharis: 9:30.

Mincha: 9:10. Shabbat ends: 10:23.
Sunday morning service: 9:00.
Morning services: 8:00.
Mincha/Maariv service for June 5-6: 9:10.
June 7/8 erev Shavuot/first day of Shavuot. Candle Lighting: 9:16. Mincha:

9:15. Schacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 9:15.
June 8/9 Second Day of Shavuot. Candle Lighting: 10:23. Schacharis: 9:30.

Mincha: 9:15. Yom Tov ends at 10:27.
Friday, June 10 Candle Lighting: 9:18. Mincha: 9:15. Schacharis: 9:30.

Mincha: 9:15. Shabbat ends: 10:30.
Mincha/Maariv for June 1-162: 9:15.
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor

offers traditional Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome any-
one who has yahrzeit or is saying kaddish to join us for our twice-daily
minyanim.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the

synagogue office. 
Friday, June 3. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat

Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 9:12 p.m.
Shabbat, June 3 – Parashat Naso. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening

Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 10:13 p.m.
Tuesday, June 7 – Erev Shavuot. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening

Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Tikun Leil Shavuot begins at 8:00 p.m.; Candle Lighting
9:15 p.m.

Wednesday, June 8 – Shavuot Day 1. Shavuot Morning Service 9:00 a.m.;
Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.

Thursday, June 9 – Shavuot Day 2. Shavuot Morning Service 9:00 a.m.;
Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 10:17 p.m.

Friday, June 10. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat
Shabbat Service 6:00 p.m.; Candle Lighting 9:18 p.m.

Shabbat, June 11 – Parashat Beha’alotecha. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.;
Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 10:18 p.m.

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Holidays
9:00 a.m.

Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.

HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 
Located at 620 Brock Street 
www.herzlia.org
“Your home for exploring and experiencing meaningful Jewish living” 
Shabbat Parshat Naso - June 3-4
Scholar in Residence Weekend with Rabbi Mark Dratch, founder and

director of JSafe: The Jewish Institute Supporting an Abuse Free Environment.

Kabbalat Shabbat Service and Shabbat Dinner 6:30 p.m. The Divine
Honour Roll: The Roll of Human Dignity in Religious Practice. Earliest
Candle Lighting 7:49 p.m. Latest Candle Lighting 9:12 p.m.

Shabbat Morning Service and Kiddush Lunch 9:30 a.m. Jerusalem: A City
Undivided. Shabbat Afternoon Minchah 6:45 p.m. Confronting Abuse:
Religious Resources and Roadblocks. Followed by Seudah Shlishit. Shanda!
Jews in the Headlines: A View from Jewish Law and Tradition.

Sunday Shacharit 9:00 a.m. Weekday Shacharit 7:00 a.m. (6:45 a.m. Rosh
Chodesh)

Shavuot June 7-9. Earliest Candle Lighting 7:52 p.m. Latest Candle Lighting
9:15 p.m.

Celebrate What it Means to be Jewish: Tikun Leil Shavuot - A Late Night
Evening of Learning at the Home of Rabbi Ari & Tikvah Ellis beginning at 8:15
p.m.

Minchah 9:00 p.m. Maariv 9:45 p.m.
First Day Shavuot June 8. Shacharit 10:00 a.m. Minchah & Maariv 9:15

p.m. Earliest Candle Lighting 10:23 p.m.
Second Day Shavuot June 9. Shacharit 9:30 a.m. Yizkor (approximately)

11:15 a.m. Minchah 9:00 p.m. Havdalah 10:27 p.m.
Shabbat Parshat Beha’alotcha - June 10-11
Kabbalat Shabbat 7:30 p.m. Earliest Candle Lighting 7:54 p.m. Latest

Candle Lighting 9:17 p.m.
Shabbat Morning Service followed by Kiddush 9:30 a.m. Shabbat

Afternoon Minchah 9:10 p.m. followed by Seudah Shlishit. Maariv and
Havdalah 10:31 p.m.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same loca-

tion at 297 Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m.,

Shabbos and Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting for Friday, June 3, no later than 9:12 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat

Shabbat at 9:10 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Naso. Mincha

Service at 9:10 p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:23 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv Services at 9:10 p.m.
Tuesday, June 7, Erev Shavuos: Candle Lighting , no later than 9:16 p.m.

Mincha/Maariv at 9:15 p.m.
Wednesday, June 8, First day of Shavuos: Shacharit at 9:15 a.m. Mincha at

9:15 p.m. Candle lighting not before 10:23 p.m.
Thursday, June 9 , Second day of Shavuos: Shacharit at 9:15 a.m. Yizkor

prior to Musaf. Mincha/Maariv at 9:15 p.m. Yom Tov ends at 10:27 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, June 10, no later than 9:18 p.m.

Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 9:15 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - B Haalosecha.

Mincha service- 9:15 p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:30 p.m.
Daily Mincha/ Maariv Services at 9:15 p.m.

SYNAGOGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

Whom Should You Trust?

By

IRWIN LIPNOWSKI
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For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

ASPHALT REPAIR
D.S.S. Driveway

Sealcoat Service

Asphalt Driveways & Lots

Asphalt over concrete

Asphalt repairs

Sealcoating

Hot rubberized crack filling

Landscaping repairs

Free estimates

Call Alvin Merinuk
334-2024

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through me and

receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss
925-7999

e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant

PHILIP KAHANOVITCH
B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.

• Accounting •Auditing

•Tax •Data Processing

212-2211 McPhillips St.

Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

WINNIPEG BEACH
Summer luxury!

Modern spacious 3 bdr.

cottage on a scenic lot, near

the Marina, a short walk from

beaches & town.

All the amenities of home.

Features incl. A/C, 4 pce.

bath, D/W, B-BQ, firepit, front

& back cedar decks & lrg.

screened sunroom.

 $850/wk.
Please call 771-9376

COTTAGE FOR RENT

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S Rancho Mirage
Palm Springs

2700 sq. ft., 3 bdrm condo
Available Dec. 2011

$4,000.00
Call 204-896-4127

Piano, Guitar & Voice
Studio

 Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 489-9048.

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

MUSIC LESSONS

Good running condition

95 Ford Stationwagon

One owner. Loaded

Trades accepted

Call Ernie 415-6737

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

CELEBRATING THE ROUNDER RECORDS RELEASE OF TRANSYLVANIA AVENUE
FEATURING MYRON AND VICTOR SCHULTZ, DANIEL KOULACK,

BEN MINK, AND NIKOLAI PRISACAR.

S T A T I O N

T H E

WINNIPEG ART GALLERY 7:30 PM THU JUNE 23
INDIVIDUAL TICKETS AVAILABLE AT
JAZZWINNIPEG.COM THE JAZZ WINNIPEG OFFICE 007-100 ARTHUR
STREET THE JAZZ WINNIPEG INFOLINE 989-4656

TRAD ITIONAL & CONTEMPORARY KLEZMER MUSIC
FEATURING MEMBERS OF FINJAN.

CONCERT PREVIEW: THE
BLACK SEA STATION

Before there was gypsy
jazz, there were gypsies, and
klezmorim - the itinerant
musicians who traveled the
back streets of Eastern
Europe. They didn’t perform
at jazz festivals, but rather
played for their meals and a
few coins at weddings and
parties that could last a week. They would whip the guests into a fren-
zy with their dazzling technique, or bring them to instant tears with
the most heart-wrenching tales of loss.

The music of The Black Sea Station transports listeners to just such a
time and place. With klezmer music at its core, The Black Sea Station
was born several years ago as the North End Klezmer Project, the cre-
ation of Victor and Myron Schultz and Daniel Koulack - original mem-
bers of the seminal Canadian klezmer outfit Finjan - along with veter-
an musician/producer Ben Mink and accordionist Nikolai Prisacar.

The band performs a combination of original material influenced by
both traditional and contemporary styles, and traditional material set
with contemporary arrangements. The combination is an invigorating
blend of old and new that respects the roots of the different traditions,
while landing squarely in the 21st century.

Their appearance at the 2011 TD Winnipeg International Jazz
Festival will be a release party for their debut record, Transylvania
Avenue. The record was released last year on the Rounder Records,
home to such other notable performers as Alison Krauss, Robert Plant,
and Bela Fleck. Produced by Ben Mink and the band, Transylvania
Avenue also features guest appearances by Rush’s Geddy Lee, and
Winnipeg’s own Greg Lowe.

The Black Sea Station performs as a part of the 2011 TD Winnipeg
International Jazz Festival on Thursday, June 23, at the Winnipeg Art
Gallery.

Canadian Klezmer Vets Return With New Group, Album
Tickets are available at jazzwinnipeg.com or by calling 204-989-

4656

Jewish Rock Icon Coming to Town for
Unparalleled Event

One of rock music’s most celebrated legends is coming to Winnipeg for
a provocative speaking event: GENE SIMMONS LIVE! The Rich & Famous
Tour, June 15th at the Concert Hall. 

In this never-before-seen LIVE! experience, fans will be exposed to the
story behind the star, behind the scenes secrets, as well as business tips by
one of music and Pop Culture’s biggest names. Also included in the event
are an audience Q & A session and a post-show meet and greet with the
man many consider a rock God!

Born Chaim Whitz from a mother who was a holocaust survivor, Gene
Simmons is undoubtedly one of the most adored rock stars in history.
Simmons is the charismatic bassist of the legendary group KISS and still has
a commanding presence in Pop Culture thanks to his hit reality TV series.
‘Family Jewels’, which garners top ratings on A & E and is the longest run-
ning celebrity reality show in history is about to air its 6th season.

Icons Uncensored, the show producer, is a new Winnipeg-based event
brand that has one simple yet powerful mandate – to use the power of
celebrity to inspire lives. 

“Celebrities are in a very powerful position of influence and, as a result,
I believe they have a duty to use that position for good,” says Creator and
Host, Dan King. “My mission is to create a platform whereas people get to
see celebrities up close and personal in a revealing light you can’t experi-
ence anywhere else. Everyone has a story and I feel it’s important for peo-
ple to realize that even those who seem to have a charmed life go through
times of pain and struggle. Not to mention, everyone loves to hear the juicy
secrets of the lives of the rich and famous.”

Tickets are available through Ticketmaster and more info can be found at
iconsuncensored.com.
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Asper, Harold Buchwald, and Yude Henteleff, who urged him to take
a vital community leadership role. Morry paid special tribute to his
wife, Hope, who has also played an active role in Jewish community
affairs, noting that Hope has been his co-chair for the recently con-
cluded Combined Jewish Appeal campaign.

It was the introduction of Richard Kroft as the Sol Kanee Medal
recipient by Stephen Kanee that injected the most humourous note
into the evening.

As Kanee, son of the late Sol Kanee, mounted the podium to present
Kroft with the award, he suddenly pulled a cell phone from inside his
suit jacket, and told the audience that he had to take a call.

Kanee went on to say to the audience that it was “his father” on the
phone.

Kanee proceeded to engage in a “conversation” with his father that
went something like this:

Stephen: “I think you’re going to be delighted at this year’s recipient.
It’s Richard Kroft.”

(Then, describing to the audience his father’s response): “Again?”
Stephen: “It’s the first time.”
Stephen: “Do you still see (Canada’s late Finance Minister) Mitchell

Sharp?” (with whom Sol Kanee was great friends.)
After concluding the cleverly-thought-out imaginary dialogue,

Stephen Kanee stated; “No way was I going to come to Winnipeg and
give a traditional speech.”

(Note to other speakers at community events: Take a cue from
Stephen Kanee – originality works.)

By the time Senator Richard Kroft mounted the podium to give his
speech, the ceremony had already been running at a very fast clip. In
fact, to that point the proceedings had only taken 80 minutes.

It wouldn’t have been inappropriate for Kroft to launch into a long
monologue but, like the three other major award winners who pre-
ceded him, Kroft kept his remarks short – only 10 minutes. 

During his speech Kroft took the audience on an interesting review
of Winnipeg’s Jewish community’s ups and downs over the past 60
odd years.

“Meeting challenges is what our community is all about,” Kroft said.
“The Winnipeg Jewish community that emerged from World War II

was already mature,” he stated.

“What it lacked was adequate facilities.”
“Between 1948 and 1952” Kroft went on to note, “our leaders built

this synagogue (the Rosh Pina), the Shaarey Zedek, the Y.M.H.A. (on
Hargrave, and the Glendale Golf Club – all in four years!”

(Ed. note – too bad those leaders didn’t build a museum at the same
time…they obviously knew who to do things quickly, well, and with-
in a budget.)

Kroft went on to describe the continued evolution of Winnipeg’s
Jewish community: “Other pieces were being added. Most important
was the Jewish school system.”

“There were new entities…the most important was the Jewish
Foundation,” he added.

“While meeting local needs,” Kroft pointed out, “the community
was also meeting the needs of Israel, especially in 1967 and 1973.”

Referring to the creation of the Canada-Israel Committee, in which
Sol Kanee played a vital role, Kroft lauded the new levels of “advoca-
cy” for Israel that Canada’s Jewish community had achieved.

Yet, by 1985, Kroft observed, we (Winnipeg’s Jewish community)
“had outrun our resources.”

It was at that point, Kroft noted, that he played a role in producing a
balance sheet of the community’s assets. The result was not pretty.

“The combined deficit of the schools and the Y.M.H.A. was $2 mil-
lion,” he said.

As a result of determined action by community leaders to set right
the financial position of the community, the present-day situation is a
complete opposite of what it had been not too long ago.

“Fast forward to today,” Kroft said. 
“We have assets of amazing quality…The current value of our assets

exceeds $100 million!”
“The Campus represents the strength and unity of our community,”

Kroft suggested.
“Ours is indeed an amazing story…but we are at another moment of

tremendous challenge,” Kroft noted – the retention of the youth in our
community as active members of the Jewish community. 

In closing, Kroft optimistically declared: “We will not only succeed
– but we will reach places that are much better than what we left
behind.”

Kavod Evening
(Cont. from page 1.)

RORY PAUL presenting 
MINDA CHAIKIN with award for

teaching excellence

ROBYN AVERY presenting
RUTHANNE LEVINE-SMITH with

Alef-Bet Child Life award

SERGIO GLOGOWSKI presenting 
LIL ZENTER with Jewish Heritage

Centre award 

BEN COHEN (r.) presenting 
JOE RIESEN with Jewish Federation of

Winnipeg award

MARSHALL STITZ presenting 
ANITA WORTZMAN with Wpg. Board

of Jewish Education award

BRENDA TESSLER-DONEN (l.) 
presenting CARRIE RANSBY 

with B’nai Brith Jewish 
Community Camp award

FAY MOUNT (r.) presenting 
MAXINE FROMKIN with 
Shalom Residences award MIA STITZ (l.) and SHARON CHISVIN (r.)

presenting IVY KOPSTEIN with 
Camp Massad award

JUDY KAPLAN presenting 
MURRAY KATZ (in memory of his late

mother, RUTH KATZ)  with Gwen
Secter Creative Living Centre award 

ERIC SAWYER (l.) presenting 
MORLEY HOFFMAN with Rady

Jewish Community Centre award 

All photos courtesy of Manual F.
Sousa Photography.

HEATHER LEONOFF ( l.) presenting
RITA MARGOLIS (on behalf of her 
sister-in-law, RAE MARGOLIS) with
Jewish Child & Family Service award 


