
OTTAWA -
Israel’s prime
minister said
I s r a e l i
c o m m a n d o s
who stormed an
aid flotilla en
route to the
b l o c k a d e d
Gaza strip were
forced to
d e f e n d
themselves in a
botched raid
that left more
than 10 people
dead.

B e n j a m i n
Netanyahu says
Israeli soldiers
boarded five
ships peacefully,
but were
“de l i be ra t e l y
attacked” on a
sixth ship that
was part of the
f l o t i l l a
organized by a
Turkish-based
humani tar ian
group.

Soldiers had
boarded the
vessel to check
for any rockets, missiles or explosives headed for
Gaza to be used for attacks on Israel, he said.

“They were mobbed, they were clubbed, they were
beaten, stabbed, there was even a report of gunfire,
and our soldiers had to defend themselves, defend
their lives or else they would have been killed,” he
said Monday during a visit with Prime Minister
Stephen Harper.

Netanyahu added: “Regrettably in the exchange at
least 10 people died. We regret this loss of life. We
regret any of the violence that was there. I would
like to wish speedy recovery to the wounded,
including four of our own soldiers.”

Reporters were barred from a photo opportunity
where Harper and Netanyahu made statements to
cameras without taking questions, and Netanyahu
later refused to answer questions from Canadian
reporters as he left Parliament Hill.

The Israeli prime minister cut short his two-day
visit to Canada, and cancelled a stop Tuesday in
Washington to return immediately to Jerusalem, as
a major diplomatic crisis erupts over the raid by
Israeli forces on the “Free Gaza” flotilla.
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Mameloshen packs them in!

JANE ENKIN and 
RICHARD YAFFE  May 17

Joe Eskow photo

MITCH SMOLKIN May 25
Keith Levit photo

Read the full review of both concerts on page 2.

Jewish Foundation CEO MARSHA COWAN
with Max & Mollie Shore Memorial Award
Recipient BARRY SHENKAROW & wife RENA

Manuel F. Sousa photo
For more pictures from Kavod Evening 

turn to page 19.

Kavod Evening
recognizes volunteers 

Winnipeg Beach Synagogue to
celebrate 60th Anniversary July 3rd

story and picture on page 12

Students return from
March of the Living

Excerpts from students’ journals
and pictures on pages 13 and 18

Crisis over deaths on
blockade running ship
Netanyahu cuts

visit to 
Canada short

Prime Ministers Netanyahu and
Harper were forced to cut their
planned two days of meetings short.

Unidentified assailant attacking
Israeli commando on board the
Turkish ship, the Marmara, early
May 31

B’nai Brith holds interfaith
luncheon honouring
Holocaust survivors

story on page 24

For up-to-date reporting on this story and
many others, check the live news feeds

from four different news sources on 
The Jewish Post & News website at

www.jewishpostandnews.com.
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By SHARON LOVE and
ROCHELLE ZUCKER

The second (sold-out)
concert of the 3rd
Mameloshen  Festival of
Yiddish Entertainment and
Culture took place on
Monday May 17th at the
Winnipeg Art Gallery. The
theme of the evening was “A
Bisele Haimeshe Yiddish (A
Little Homespun Yiddish)”
and featured local
performers.

MC Kinsey Posen
welcomed the audience of
about 340 and introduced the
opening performers, Aliza
and the KGB (Klezmer Gypsy
Band). The group played a
varied musical mix, including
jazz standards with Yiddish
lyrics, klezmer tunes and
original compositions, which left the crowd very “freylach” (happy).
Lead singer was Aliza Amihude. With skilled musicians Eli
Herscovitch, Ariel Posen, Tim Butler and Julian Bradford you can’t go
wrong!

The Gray Academy students from grades three and four shone under
the able direction of Miriam Bronstein. They were accompanied by
Shirley Goltsman. Their Yiddish diction was impeccable and they were
very enthusiastic. Many in the audience joined in as they sang “Oyfn
Pripitchik” accompanied by Myron Schultz on the clarinet. Light
humour was included in their program with Dani Schwartz on violin
in “Der Fidler”. 

Taking the program to a higher level was the amazing duo of Jane
Enkin and Richard Yaffe. They dazzled the audience with their
program of Yiddish standards, love songs and Holocaust selections.
They sang both as solo artists and together. Yaffe’s rich baritone
tweaked our heartstrings.  Especially memorable was his rendition of
“Farges Mikh Nit”.  Like a bottle of fine wine he just sounds better and
better!  Enkin’s versatility, both as a vocalist and an actress was evident
throughout the concert. Their encore number “Yiddish Tango” got the
audience on their feet for a well-deserved standing ovation. Guest
backup singers Sharon Boonov Yanofsky, Dixie-Lee Chochinov, Karen
Dana, Bev Mendelson and Carla Rubenfeld enhanced the
performance. With accompanying musicians, pianist extraordinaire
Michelle Gergoire, Karl Kohut on bass and Rob Siwik on drums, who
could ask for anything more?

Mitch Smolkin returns after rousing performance last year

The third and final concert of the Mameloshen Festival of Yiddish
Entertainment and Culture 2010 took place on Tuesday May 25th, also
at the Winnipeg Art Gallery. The featured artist, Mitch Smolkin from
Toronto, presented “An Evening of Yiddish Broadway: The Golden Age
of Yiddish American Music.” The audience of approximately 250 was
treated to an exciting evening of music.

Mitch Smolkin is a seasoned and polished performer.  In 2009 he
gave concerts in five countries: Canada, US, Israel, Argentina and
Uruguay.  He was the artistic director of the internationally renowned
Ashkenaz Festival from 2001 - 2006 and is currently an artistic
associate with Harbourfront Centre, Canada’s largest cultural
presenter. Between all of this he is also working on his Master’s degree
in psychology.

The day before the show, Smolkin, on his own initiative, went to the
Simkin Centre  and led a singalong for the residents. 

Smolkin opened the evening with “There’s No Business Like Show
Business” sung in English and Yiddish.  His relaxed manner quickly set
the stage for a wonderful evening of songs, humour and reminiscences
as we were taken back to the world of Yiddish American Theatre. 

Smolkin effortlessly hit the high notes with his moving rendition of
“Mazel”, made famous by actress Molly Picon. The comical
“Hopkele” was but one example of Smolkin’s comic acting ability.
Accompanist Nina Shapilsky played his foil while not missing a beat.
Her expressive “participation” in other numbers showed how
comfortable these two performers are together. 

In between numbers Smolkin told us about Seymour Rexite, the
onetime matinee idol of Yiddish theatre and radio in New York.
Rexite and his wife Miriam Kressyn, also a performer, became well
known for turning American standards into Yiddish hits.  Kressyn’s
translations, always lyrical and often lampoons pleased and surprised

careful listeners. Smolkin’s renditions of several of these popular
English songs sung in Yiddish, such as   “Love and Marriage” (which
in Kressyn’s version go together like soup and dumplings  -”geyt
tzuzamen vi zup un knaydlakh” instead of “like a horse and carriage.”)
were well received as evidenced by the oohs and ahs coming from the
audience.   Smolkin also sang “The Surrey with the Fringe on Top” and
“Tea for Two”. 

Smolkin “snuck in” a strong rendition of “Adon Olam”, asking
permission from the audience to do a Hebrew number. He included a
moving presentation of the ever popular “A Yiddishe Mame”. This song
was dedicated to all mothers as well as to his own mother, who
attended a Peretz School in Poland when she was growing up. He told
the audience of his own journey to Yiddish, a language he only began
studying late in his teens. One of his first teachers was Winnipeg’s Dr.
Sheva Zucker.   Learning Yiddish helped him relate to and better
understand and appreciate his grandparents - Holocaust survivors
from Vilne - and his rich family heritage.  His command of Yiddish is
impeccable, and throughout his performance he switched easily
between both languages.

Not only did Nina Shapilsky accompany Smolkin, but she also
treated the audience to a wonderful medley of music by Jewish
American composers including “Summertime”. She received a
standing ovation for this vibrant and strong performance.  Shapilsky,
originally from Russia, has lived in Toronto for almost 20 years.  She
is an accomplished musician who has had a remarkable international
career.  She is currently a pianist for The National Ballet of Canada.

At one point in the evening, Smolkin invited the audience to refer to
their song sheets and join him in “Que Sera Sera”  (Vos vet Zayn Vet
Zayn) and “That’s Amore” (Oy S’iz Tsures). He also had the audience
up on their feet and singing along - in Yiddish - to “Glory Glory
Hallelulah”.  He closed the show with a spirited performance of
“New York New York” which led to a standing ovation!

His encore number was the well-known song “Rumanye”.   This left
the exuberant crowd wanting more and looking forward to the
prospect of next year’s Mameloshen Festival.

Much credit goes to the IL Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust and
the Rady JCC, especially Laurie Mainster and Tamar Barr who are the
driving forces and the “neshome” behind the Mameloshen Festival. It
is because of their vision and efforts that Winnipeg audiences have, for
the last three years, had the opportunity to celebrate the richness of
our Yiddish language and culture.

Mameloshen Festival - Yiddish is alive and well here

Backup singers from May 17: (from left) DIXIE-LEE CHOCHINOV,
CARLA RUBENFELD, BEV MENDELSON, KAREN DANA, SHARON
BOONOV YANOFSKY.

ALIZA AMIHUDE of “KGB” 
Klezmer Gypsy Band

MITCH SMOLKIN performing at the Sharon Home May 24.
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Jewish men of 1942 and 1943 event
When lawyer

Gerry Posner was
born in 1943,
Winnipeg was a
smaller and safer city
– a place and era
many people still
remember with
c o n s i d e r a b l e

fondness.
Posner will be presenting the video “42/43

Club: Growing up Jewish in Winnipeg”
followed by a panel discussion on June 7,
7:00 p.m. at the Berney Theatre, Asper JCC.

“For those of you who lived through the
1940s, ‘50s and ‘60s, this program is for you,”
says a media release from the Jewish Heritage
Centre of Western Canada, which is
sponsoring the event – Jewish Men of 1942
And 1943.

“The video and discussion will take you
back to what life was like growing up in
Winnipeg during those decades.”

Jack London, C.M., Q.C., who will emcee
the evening, terms that period the Golden
Age of Judaism in Winnipeg.

“We were fortunate to have been born and
living in an environment which offered us the
opportunity, indeed the probability, of an
unbounded future,” says the well known
lawyer, who was born on February 7, 1943.

Two years ago, Posner and a group of
contemporaries – Dr. Ted Lyons, Larry Booke,
C.A., developer Michael Nozick, dentist
Harvey Spiegel, teachers Jim Ludwig and
Arnold Popeski – organized a reunion of the
Jewish men, who had some connection with
the Province of Manitoba, born in 1942-43.

The reunion, which included a luncheon
and evening dinner, was held on June 8, 2008
with at the Hotel Fort Garry.

“The reunion of a couple of years ago was,
not surprisingly, imbued with a
sense of nostalgia, notes Harvey
Spiegel, who was born in 1942.

“I hadn’t seen some of those
guys since graduating from St.
John’s High School,” he says.

It’s usually only in hindsight
that one realizes how special a
particular time or era was,
Spiegel, who emphasizes that
females had a major role in that
time too, adds.

“There were many great Jewish
moments that hit me (when
reflecting on that period),” he
says.

So why are the years 1942-43
so special – at least for some
people?

In those days, there were a lot
of babies and many of the classes
were crowded when the kids
started going to school a few
years later, Posner explains.

“So half the class was doing
grade one work and the other half
was doing grade two,” he says.

“The next thing you know,
you’re suddenly in grade three
and pushed ahead
(academically). So, the result was
guys like me, who were born in
1943, became very friendly with
guys who were a year older. So, it
seemed to me that we had to
have the reunion for both years.”

Then, the task was to find
everybody.

“I had to find them all,”
continues Posner.

“I relied on Ken Einhorn, who was born in
1941 but who knew nearly everybody. He
gave me a lot of names. So, between that and
year books and other sources, I had quite a
lengthy list of names. Then, it was quite a job
to locate them all. But, we tracked down
almost everybody.”

He points out that “the hypothesis” for this
was that in those days, before computers and
television, people, and especially kids, spent
more time together playing and forging
deeper friendships.

The main reason for having a reunion for
those men born in 1943 was because they
would be turning age 65 in 2008, he

continues.
“That’s a significant marker,” Posner

observes.
“We had about 75 people attend the event

with half being from here and the rest from
outside the province. It was well received.
One of the things we did for the reunion was
to interview every single guy. So, each one got
a DVD with all these interviews. It talks about
their experiences of growing up in Winnipeg.”

The whole day was also videotaped by a
local film company, Spectra Productions, he
adds.

“Again as part of the interview process
about 10 or 12 of the guys were interviewed
in greater depth to form the basis of a
documentary.”

Spectra then edited the interviews into a 33
minute film.

“It’s a compelling story of what it was like to
grow up in the 1940s, ‘50s, and early 1960s,”
says Posner.

“For anyone born in the late 1930s, ‘40s or
even early 1950s, this disc will speak to them
because it is a period piece. It speaks to a
generation rather than men born just in 1942
and ’43.”

He maintains that most, if not all, of those
attending the reunion in 2008 would concur
that they were privileged to have grown up
when they did.

“It was during the war,” says Posner.
“But, we were born in Canada. Life was

simpler and the economy was booming. You
had a large and nurturing community. And,
you felt comfortable in their surroundings
which was the experience of us all. We were
blessed to have had the experiences we did. A
significant part of growing up in Winnipeg is
how closely connected you were with the
kids you went to school with.”

What a time.

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

GERRY POSNER: Will be presenting the
video “42/43 Club: Growing up Jewish in
Winnipeg” followed by a panel discussion.

Olmert questioned in Holyland 
real estate scandal

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Former Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert was questioned in
connection with a massive real estate scandal. 

Police from the National Unit for Aggravated and
International Crime in Lod questioned Olmert for
about eight hours on Tuesday as part of the
investigation into the Holyland project, which is
being described as one of the worst corruption
scandals in Israeli history. 

Olmert was identified last month by police as the
chief suspect in the Holyland scandal, and he
voluntarily cut short a planned visit abroad in
order to be available for questioning, which did
not occur until Tuesday. 

He is suspected of accepting nearly hundreds of
thousands of dollars in bribes during the
construction of the Holyland apartment project in
Jerusalem, built on the site of the former Holyland
Hotel, when he served as Jerusalem mayor. Olmert
is currently on trial in other corruption scandals. 

At least five other officials have been arrested in
connection with the case. They include former
Jerusalem Mayor Uri Lupolianski, who followed
Olmert in the office, and Uri Messer, a former aide
to Olmert when he served as Jerusalem mayor. 

The officials are accused of paying or accepting
bribes in order to rezone the land from
commercial for the originally planned hotels to
residential for the luxury apartments that were
built, as well as receiving or giving other benefits,
such as tax breaks, for the project. 

The Holyland project started while Olmert
served as mayor of Jerusalem from 1993 to 2003,
and continued with his successor, Lupolianski,
who served until 2008. 

Israeli police recommend 
Lieberman indictment

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israeli police have
recommended that the state prosecutor indict
Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman on charges of
breach of trust.

The recommendation to indict Lieberman for
allegedly receiving classified information from an
ongoing investigation against him for fraud and
embezzlement was sent with the case file to the
prosecutor on Monday. Police also recommended
indicting a former ambassador to Ukraine, Ze’ev
Ben Aryeh, on suspicion of providing the
information to Lieberman. The recommendations
carry no legal weight.

Lieberman was questioned in the case three
months ago after Ben Aryeh confessed that he
received and passed documents onto Lieberman.

The foreign minister is suspected of laundering
millions of shekels through straw companies,
including while serving as a public official, and of
obstructing the investigation into money
laundering. Police had asked Ben Aryeh, when he
served as envoy to Belarus, to help in the
Lieberman corruption probe by questioning
Belarus banks and government officials. Ben Aryeh
is accused of turning a copy of the request over to
Lieberman in October 2008.

Lieberman is also under suspicion of advancing
Ben Aryeh’s position in the Foreign Ministry in
exchange for the information. Ben Aryeh served as
the legal adviser in Lieberman’s office until the
affair came to light.

Lieberman denies any wrongdoing. 



The Kavod Awards, given out May 26, were
handed out in a surprisingly short amount of
time. Given that there were a total of 15
awards presented that evening, the fact that
all the award presentations and speeches
were made within 75 minutes must be some
sort of record for a Jewish function.

It reminds me of a story that Monty Hall told
a number of years ago about the time that he

was emceeing a Hadassah dinner in Los Angeles. The guest speaker
was none other than Alexander Haig who, at the time, was serving as
Richard Nixon’s Secretary of State. In addition, someone from Los
Angeles was being honoured by Hadassah as its “man of the year” that
evening.

According to Hall, people attending any kind of function in L.A. like
to get things over with in a hurry because of the maddening freeway
traffic.

But, at this particular function there was a huge list of honourees.
Each honouree was singled out by name and, when a name was
called, a rose was delivered to that individual at his or her table. As
you might expect, Hall explained, things really dragged on as a result.

Thus, when Alexander Haig actually got up to speak, the hour was
already quite late. Apparently the “man of the year” was anxious to get
things over with because, according to Hall, when he felt that Haig
had gone on long enough, he went up to the Secretary of State, tugged
on his sleeve, and said to him: “Enough already!”

Needless to say, Secretary Haig was not used to being addressed in
that manner, but he did wrap things up somewhat faster than he had
planned.

* * * * *
Insofar as this year’s Kavod Awards are concerned, however, the

speakers are all to be commended, not only for their brevity, but for
the poignancy of their remarks. At times humourous and self-effacing,
each of the four major award recipients - Lindsay Sawyer, Richard
Buchwald, Barry Shenkarow, and Yude Henteleff, described how they
had become community volunteers inadvertently.

Barry Shenkarow’s remarks were especially interesting. Of course,
we all know Shenkarow from his time as one of the owners of the
Winnipeg Jets.

(As a sidebar, I noticed a Free Press photographer at the Kavod
Awards. The next day, Shenkarow was featured prominently on the
front page of the FP - not for having been honoured for his outstanding
service to our community, but because he thinks Winnipeg has a good
chance of regaining an NHL team. I couldn’t help but think of the old
line: “Other than that, Mrs. Lincoln, what did you think of the play?”
Why the heck did the Free Press send a reporter and photographer to
the Jewish community’s major awards ceremony of the year to ask

Barry Shenkarow
what he thought were
Winnipeg’s chances
of getting an NHL
team? It’s not as if
Shenkarow’s been in
hiding all these years.)

In any event,
Shenkarow told an
interesting story about
how he came to
volunteer as a
fundraiser for the
Jewish community. It
seems that, about 20
years ago, he was
approached by David
Kaufman and Ruben
Polinsky - two pillars
of the community at
the time, and men
whom Shenkarow
held in the highest
esteem.

According to
Shenakow, Kauman
and Polinsky had
come, not to ask him
to contribute more
financially which, he
said, he had being
doing willingly for
years, but to volunteer
as a fundraiser

himself.
Shenkarow said that

he had never really
thought of himself as
a fundraiser to that
point, but he was so
impressed and
flattered by being
asked to step forward
and contribute in a
way other than
writing a cheque, that
he took Kaufman and
Polinsky up on their
challenge, and has
become a devoted
volunteer for the
Jewish community
ever since.

At the same time,
Shenkarow noted the
need for younger
members of our
community to
commit themselves in
order to insure the future viability of the institutions upon which we
depend. 

His message was heartfelt and impressive, as were the remarks of all
the speakers. All in all, it was a more interesting evening than one
might have expected at what was, after all, an awards ceremony.

* * * * *
Speaking of institutions upon which this community depends - the

discussion of kosher meat, or the lack thereof, is one that needs to be
addressed more fully.

Hats off to Allan Cantor for taking the time to try and develop a
model that would allow for the purchase of fresh kosher meat by those
Winnipeg Jews who are still interested in  keeping kosher. We have
featured letters from Cantor twice now, in which he has outlined his
proposal for the creation of a kosher co-op. I have heard a fair bit from
readers in reaction to this proposal, but to date, it appears that
Cantor’s proposal is, at best, not easily understood and, at worst,
simply not viable - or so I am told by those who are more
knowledgable about the subject 

There have been efforts behind the scenes to re-establish some sort
of mechanism that would allow kosher consumers to be able, once
again, to buy fresh kosher meat in this city, as opposed to the frozen
product that is the only type currently available.

While the lack of a kosher butcher shop has been seen by some as
a great source of embarrassment to our community, I regard it more as
simply a reflection of a reality, which is that the economics of
maintaining a fully operational kosher butcher shop in Winnipeg just
aren’t sustainable.

Since there are plans in the development stage that would address
this predicament, it would be premature for me to divulge just what it
is that is being considered - I’ll wait for the individuals actually
involved in those discussions to decide if, and when, they might
choose to go public with their proposal.

At the same time, it is particularly difficult for older members of our
community who have always maintained a kosher home to keep up
with their commitment to do so. Not only have prices skyrocketed
beyond the means of many kosher consumers to be able to afford their
previous choices in meat and poultry products, the selection available
to them has also become much more limited.

The subject of kashrut may not be of great interest to many in our
community any longer but, by no means do I read the diminished
interest in keeping kosher as a death knell for our community. It is
simply a sign of the times. We live in a fast-changing world and, as
much as holding on to traditions may be seen by some as being
fundamental to the survival of the Jewish community as a whole, that
point is arguable.

In a day and age when so many Jews have intermarried, when there
is a sizable component of the community that is gay, lesbian, bi, or
transgendered, and when so many others remain single, the future of
our community is rapidly evolving. (As if that’s a revelation!)

Still, one of the purposes of this paper is to stimulate discussion in
as wide a range of areas of interest to Jews as possible. Kashrut is one
of those areas, and we welcome your comments on the subject.
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Omission
In our last issue (May 19) the pictures of the first Mameloshen

concert were taken by  Shane Marmel.

Short Takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN
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Letters

Re: Co-op Kosher Butcher Shop for Winnipeg
I believe the only way a co-op kosher butcher shop would work is

if every rabbi, every synagogue, every leader of our community come
together and agree that it is a good idea to have fresh meat and
chicken, and that they would support the co-op. The idea is excellent,
but we do not seem to pull together as a community. The result is,
shamefully, that a community of our size relies on frozen meat
shipped in from hundreds of miles away.

Even in the early pioneer days, tiny Jewish communities managed to
have a shoichet, even for a few days a month, to provide fresh chicken
and beef. I think it is time that the leaders of our community show true
leadership and come together for the betterment of all.

JUDY HERSCOVITCH
Winnipeg

Kosher 101: Body and Soul
(Ed. note: The following was received from Rabbi Ari Ellis of

Herzlia Synagogue. In his preface to his submission, Rabbi Ellis
wrote: “Attached is an article on the significance of the Laws of
Kashrut. Perhaps it can help put the public debate on Kosher meat
into context.”)

“Speak to the Jewish People saying: These are the creatures that you
may eat from among all the animals that are upon the earth” (Vayikrah
/ Lev. 11:2). We learn many of the Laws of Kashrut from this chapter
of the Torah. Specifically, regarding Kosher meat, the Torah identifies
the signs by which to distinguish permitted species from those that are
forbidden. The Torah begins with land animals and then proceeds to
discuss birds and finally fish.

But before getting into these signs and their significance, it’s
important to briefly review the basics. The Torah does not actually use
the word Kosher as we do today. In general it uses the terms permitted
or forbidden. The word Kosher itself simply means “fit” or “proper”
and is generally used to indicate that everything has been done in
accordance with Jewish Law.

Although the details of the Laws of Kashrut are quite extensive, and
beyond the scope of this article, with regard to Kosher meat, there are
several important principles. Of the species of animals that may not
be eaten, this also includes any eggs or milk as well. Permitted species
of animals, with the exception of fish, must be slaughtered in
accordance with Jewish Law. The Torah commands us “you shall
slaughter… as I have commanded you” (Devarim / Deut. 12:21). And
all blood must be removed from the meat either through salting or
broiling, as the Torah states “be strong not to eat the blood, for the
blood is the life… you shall pour it onto the ground like water”
(Devarim / Deut. 12:23-24).

Even if the animal is slaughtered properly, certain parts are
forbidden and must be removed. While fruits and vegetables are
permitted, they must carefully be inspected for bugs because insects
are forbidden. And any produce from the Land of Israel (even when
exported) must be grown and harvested in accordance with a set of
laws that only apply in the Land of Israel.

Meat many not be cooked or eaten with dairy. And according to
common custom, many people refrain from eating fish together with
meat. Dairy and fish, however, may be eaten together. All utensils,
pots, and pans that have come into contact with meat may not be
used with dairy, and vice versa. And any utensil that has been used to
cook non-Kosher food may not be used to cook Kosher food.

While the Torah gives us the signs for identifying Kosher animals, it
does not specifically mention the significance of those signs. What is
the significance of an animal having split hooves or of fish having fins
and scales? Why is it that an animal that chews its cud is permitted,
while one that does not is forbidden? Why are some birds permitted
while others are not? Is there any significance to these sings in and of
themselves or are they merely a practical means for determining
which species we may eat and which we may not? Nechama
Leibowitz, in her Studies in the Book of Leviticus, explains how our
commentators over the generations have struggled with these
questions.

Some of the rationalist commentators explain that the Laws of
Kashrut are based on medical or health concerns. However, most
others object to this explanation for practical, and more importantly,
philosophic reasons. The Akeidat Yitzhak points out the obvious
objection. Many people, whether Jewish or non-Jewish, eat pork and
other forbidden foods and are not adversely affected in any way by
doing so. But more importantly, he explains that for philosophic
reasons. “The dietary laws are not, as some have asserted, motivated
by therapeutic considerations, God forbid! Were that so, the Torah
would be reduced to the level of a minor (and outdated) medical text
book.” Evidently, God left it to mankind to discover for ourselves the

Re: Lebanon regains hummus title 
Please point out, re ‘Lebanaon regains hummus title from Israel’,

that the contest is between Arabs and Arabs. Abu Gosh, where Israel’s
entry in the contest was prepared, is a charming Arab Israeli town a
few minutes from Moshav Neve Ilan, and where my cousins, the
Greenblats, live. 

Saralyn and Jim do most of their grocery shopping in Abu Gosh,
including Kosher meat and challahs. 

The residents are friendly, and one can also find there top quality
wholesale goods, such as linens, etc. and especially wonderful,
reasonably priced, antiques. 

On the occasional instances when there has been ‘bad’ graffiti
anywhere near the moshav, the Arab residents of Abu Gosh quickly
come and wash it off or paint it out. 

So you see, Lebanon saying that Israel has stolen hummus from
anyone is ridiculous. 

SIMONE COHEN SCOTT

(Ed. note: The following story relates to Simone’s letter:)

N.Y. falafel ball aims to round up record
(JTA) — An Israeli chef at a New York restaurant created what is

believed to be the world’s largest falafel ball. 
Weighing in at more than 30 pounts, the falafel ball made of

chickpeas and spices was fried in about 10 gallons of oil last Friday
at the Olympic Pita restaurant, according to NY1 radio. Former
Manhattan District Attorney Robert Morgenthau and an engineer
certified the ball for submission to the Guinness Book of World
Records. 

The effort comes less than two weeks after Lebanese chefs created
the largest recorded bowl of hummus, 4 tons, breaking an Israeli
record set earlier in the year. 

The record-breaking falafel ball attempt was made as part of the
festivities leading up to Sunday’s Salute to Israel Parade. 

“Jerusalem Can Only Be 
One Country’s Capital”

Your articles on Jerusalem in the last issue of the “Post” were
intriguing.

There used to be a TV show called “Whose line is it, anyway?”
Currently, let’s ask the questions: “Whose Jerusalem is it anyway?”;

“Whose Capital is it anyway?”
What claim to Jerusalem as a “Capital” do the leaders of the Arab

population in what the Roman’s called “Judea” until they expelled the
Jews in 200 AD and invented “Palestine” as a distorted reference to
the Philistines who also once lived in part of it, have?

These Arabs are not even a nation yet; until 1967 the Arabs living in
what is now the West Bank and Gaza considered themselves Syrian,
Jordanian or Egyptian, under whose rule they lived. And, by the way,
at the time, they did not feel they should establish an independent
nation, nor did their occupiers and no one complained. Their leader,
Yasser Arafat, who was himself an Egyptian, only invented the term
“Palestinian” after 1967.

Let us remember that prior to 1948 the only people commonly
referred to as “Palestinians” were the Jews who lived there; they were
referred to as the “Palestinian Jews”.

But, when it comes to Capitals of countries, think about it: what
countries share the same Capital? None. Has there ever been a time
in history where two nations shared the same Capital? Never. To have
one Capital for two States is nonsense.

If the Arabs presently living in the West Bank and Gaza (and, let us
remember, politically they are presently of two minds) ever get their
act together and really form a new nation and a new country, let them
do what every other new country did and choose a unique capital:
Canada chose Ottawa. America chose Washington. Australia chose
Canberra. Brazil chose Brasilia.

Let the new “Palestinians” choose their own unique Capital, not
someone else’s.

The Jews have beaten the Palestinians to Jerusalem by 3,000 years!
If it is “peace”, or really recognition as an independent state not

occupied by someone else (because they cannot keep the peace
themselves), is what the Palestinians want, let them start by giving up
their aggravating and ill founded territorial claim to East Jerusalem and
any thought of having it as their Capital. Let them do what every other
new country has done and find their own, not someone else’s. 

ALLAN P. CANTOR (Cont. on page 17. See “Kosher 101”.)



Social Notes

BIRTH  ANNOUNCEMENTS

Eloise and
Irven Leb
along with
Shirley and
Steve Finn are
ecstatic to
announce the
birth of their
granddaughter
B L A I R

AVERY  FINN. Blair was born November 22,
2009 in Palo Alto, California. Blair’s Hebrew
name is Chanah Bracha. She is named in loving
memory of Aunty Bridgid Finn and Great-great
Aunty Anne Bronstein. Proud parents are Lea Leb
and Albert Finn of Menlo Park, California.

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
To all my friends and relatives,
my heartfelt thank you for your

cards and donations on the
occasion of  my 85th Birthday

Lil Duboff

Josh and
Erin Share are
elated to
announce the
birth of the
l a t e s t
addition to
their family,
A B I G A I L
DOROTHY

SAMANTHA SHARE on March 4, 2010.  Big
sister Maya Share was anxiously awaiting her safe
arrival to pitch in and help mommy out.  Abigail
arrived on the scene weighing in at 7 lbs. 12.5 oz.
and 19.5 inches long. She was born at  2:45pm at
Memorial Hermann Hospital in Houston, Texas,
U.S.A., making her a US citizen as well as
Canadian.  The family is on assignment in Houston,
from Calgary, Alberta.

Grandparents Marsha Share (and Ridley
Thompson) of Winnipeg, MB; Averil Share (and
Vicky Strom) of White Rock, BC and Betty & Rod
Todd of Cold Lake, AB couldn’t wait for her to
arrive.  Delighted are Aunty Stacy, Uncle Darren
and cousin Cohen Inglin (BC), Uncle Adam Todd
(Norway) and Uncle Matthew Todd (SK).

Elaine and Bert Schaffer are overjoyed to an-
nounce the birth of their grandson, HENRY
MARCUS CHAIM SCHAFFER, in Toronto, on
May 2, 2010, weighing 7 lbs 13 oz.  Proud parents
are Allan Schaffer and Mae Tsang.  He was named
in memory of his great-grandfather Marcus Tessler
and his great-grandmother Clara (Chaika)
Bercovitch Tessler.  Also celebrating the birth are
his maternal grandparents Dr. Mark and Andrey
Tsang.

Archie (Osher)
Kraut and Sandy
Diner have set
themselves the task
of raising funds to
help restore the old
Jewish cemetery in
Treebos, their late
mother’s home
village in
southeastern Poland. 

“The cemetery is in such a state of disrepair
that it is impossible to find many of the
headstones – and those we did find were
difficult to read because of weathering,” says
Kraut.

Diner notes that her older brother spent
hours in the cemetery taking pictures of
everything he could find. “There is bush all
over,” she says. “And this cemetery is in better
condition than many of the other 1,200
neglected Jewish cemeteries in Poland. In the
1980s, some of the local people here cleaned
up this cemetery and repaired the fence. But
it has become overgrown again.”

Diner’s and Kraut’s journey back into their
heritage began four years ago when their
parents, Shia and Peshe Kraut, passed away
within a few weeks of each other. “That got
us thinking about exploring our family
heritage,” Kraut says. “We wanted to see
where our parents came from. Our father
never had any interest in going back. But our
mother had fonder memories of the village
where she grew up. In fact, she kept in touch
with a neighbour and her best friend from
that time until the neighbour died in 1988.”

It was Shia Kraut’s idea to come to Canada,
Archie says. He first applied in 1936 even
before he and Peshe were married. 

“It was a rough time for the Jews,” Diner
says. “Dad could see the writing on the wall
and that he should leave.”

Shia Kraut got his visa to come to Canada
just in time. It took three years. In the spring
of 1939, he came with his wife, first child
(with a second on the way), his parents, two
brothers and three sisters. (One sister and
brother stayed behind.)

The Kraut family came to Canada as
farmers. It was the only way they could get
accepted. As it happens, the family did
operate a farm near the village of
Nienadowka, not far from Treebos. The
family first settled in Beausejour and Shia
Kraut did operate a farm there for a number
of years. Throughout his working life here, he
worked as a cattle buyer.

Diner and Kraut
travelled to Poland
last June. They spent
just a few days in
their parents’ home
villages. “Since
there is no
accommodation in
either of the villages,
we stayed in
Rzesow, which is
about a four hour
drive back and forth

because of the roads,” Kraut recalls. 
In Nienadowka, they were unable to find

the family farm in the short time they had
there. They asked some of the older people in
town, but no one remembered the family or
the farm.

In Treebos, they found the daughter of their
mother’s long time friend. She was still living
in the house next door to where their mother
grew up. She invited them in and they had a
pleasant visit.

In Rzesow, they got a printout of some of
the family graves and locations.

As well as finding their parents’ home
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visiting local residents of mother’s home village.

(Cont. on page 7. See “Myron Love”.)

OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE



villages, Diner notes that she and her
brother wanted to get a sense of what
Jewish life in Poland is like today. To that
end, they timed their visit with the annual

Jewish Festival in Krakow. “The festival was very impressive,” says
Kraut, who has attended Ashkenaz in Toronto in the past.

“The festival had a lot of character.”
Diner adds that the festival attracted Jewish visitors from all over the

world. The final concert, she recalls, was held in the old Jewish
section. The square is ringed by old synagogues. (Krakow managed to
escape the destruction visited on most other Polish cities.)

“There were 10,000 people there enjoying klezmer and rock music,”
she says. “The concert went on until 2:00 a.m. By the next morning,
the square was completely cleaned. The people take pride in their
history and their city.”

Kraut spoke of davening in Krakow’s Remuh Synagogue, an
institution that was built in the 1500s, and was once led by the famed
scholar Rabbi Moses Isserles.

Also in operation is The Tempel, today a reform Synagogue, which
was built in the 1860s. Next door is a Jewish community centre that
was officially opened by Prince Charles (yes, the Prince Charles). 

There is also the Izaak Synagogue, which is the home base for
Chabad in Krakow. Diner and Kraut enjoyed a Shabbat dinner there.

(Kosher food is also available in Krakow, Diner notes, at the JCC and
three hotels.)

Kraut has a sense that Poland’s Jewish population is growing. Diner
observes that the Poles are trying to encourage Jews to move back to
Poland. 

“They say they miss the multicultural life – thanks largely to the Jews
- that was Poland before the war,” she says. “A lot of Poles study
Yiddish in the universities. Quite a number of people approached us
on the street to ask us where we were from after overhearing us
speaking Yiddish to each other. One young lady attached herself to
Archie so she could practice her Yiddish.”

Since their return, Diner and Kraut have been searching out
information and contacts to help them with their quest to clean up the
Jewish cemetery in Treebos. They have been in contact with Monica
Krawczyk, the CEO for the Foundation for the Restoration of Jewish
Heritage in Poland, and Stanley Diamond, the founder and president

of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Montreal for information about
Jewish Records Indexing - Poland, the largest fully searchable
database of Jewish vital records accessible online.

The index goes from the 1850s up to 1909, Diner notes. The Privacy
Act precludes giving out information less than 100 years old.

“The index has helped us find other branches of the family,” she
says. “We are hoping they will provide some financial assistance in
maintaining the cemetery.”

“We can’t expect the Poles to look after maintaining Jewish
cemeteries of the Jews aren’t interested,” Kraut adds.

Wednesday, June 2, 2010, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   7

Community news

Jewish civil servant was discriminated against, board rules
TORONTO (JTA) — The Canadian government discriminated

against a Jewish civil servant because she followed the rules of her
religion, a federal adjudicator ruled. 

The ruling agreed that Valery LaBranche’s workplace at the Ottawa
headquarters of Passport Canada was poisoned by anti-Semitism,
the Ottawa Citizen reported. 

The decision found that LaBranche’s colleagues discriminated
against her because she would leave work early on Fridays to
observe the Sabbath and took off Jewish holidays, and that “her
bosses did little or nothing to help her,” the Citizen said. 

LaBranche, who converted to Judaism in 1997, said she had been
deeply traumatized by her treatment, had to seek medical treatment
and take time off work. She launched her grievance in January 2007. 

According to the adjudicator’s decision, obtained by the Citizen,
LaBranche became ill and unable to work after anonymous anti-
Semitic messages were sent to her superiors. 

One read, “Be aware of Mrs. LaBranche. She is a Mossad agent.”
A second said, “The Jew sucks your blood. Don’t fall into her trap.
You will make her go swiftly or we will make her go slowly and
painfully! It’s your choice!!!” 

LaBranche said she felt humiliated when she was told to fill out
forms in order to observe holy days. She also felt isolated by not
being unable to take part in “dress-down” Fridays or go out to
restaurants with co-workers. 

Myron Love
(Cont. from page 6.)



By MYRON LOVE
April 30 was a very special day for Kevin

Kaplan. On that day, the Winnipeg Jewish
police officer received his Exemplary Service
Medal, in recognition of his having served 20
years as a member of the Winnipeg police
Service.

“It was a real honour to have received the
medal,” Kaplan says. “I take pride in my work
and the years that I have put into police
work.”

Growing up in Garden City, the Talmud
Torah graduate and son of Dave and Lorraine
Kaplan shared the professional aspirations of
many other Jewish young people. He
originally thought he might become a dentist
or a physiotherapist.

“I never considered police work,” he says.
“I was coaching football however, and one of
the people I was working with was a police
officer. He thought I would make a good
police officer and encouraged me to apply. I
was accepted right away.”

How did his parents feel about their son
joining the Police Service? “They probably

had some concerns, but they had confidence
in me and my career choice.”

Kaplan naturally started by walking a beat

in the North End. Over the years, he has
alternated between being in uniform and
serving as a plainclothes detective, while
rising through the ranks. He has served with
the SWAT team, as well as the Major Crimes
Unit. Last year, he was promoted to sergeant,
with responsibility for the platoon operating
out of the police station on Hartford and
Aikins.

“I didn’t know what to expect when I
started,” Kaplan notes. “Fortunately, my
superiors saw my potential, and I was able to
fill different roles - which makes work more
interesting.”

Kaplan notes that in all his years on the
force (including his time as a member of the
SWAT team), he has never had to fire a
weapon. And, as to those police we see on
television shows and in the movies, the
member of the Winnipeg Police Service
observes that they don’t show the tremendous
amount of paperwork there is to do.

“We can’t run a fingerprint through a
computer and get the results in two minutes,”
he says. “While the computer has certainly
made solving crimes easier, crime solving still
requires a lot of manpower and footwork.”

There is though, a lot of interviewing and
questioning of witnesses and suspects –
especially in murder cases. “We are
constantly interviewing people,” Kaplan says.
“Some people naturally have the knack for
questioning and reading body language.
Others learn the skills gradually over time.
The Police Service provides courses and
seminars to help us improve our skills.”

Kaplan notes that most murder cases are
solved quickly because the killer and victim
know each other. Often, there is a party
involved.

In recent years, though, he observes, there
has been a rise in gang activity and more

innocent victims
being shot. Also
relatively new is
the use of guns.

“When I started
with the Police
Service, you hardly
ever saw a gun,” he
recalls. “Now guns
have become quite
prevalent.”

Youth crime is
also growing, he
says. “Youth crime
is not just a
policing matter,”
he points out.
“There are major
social issues that
contribute to youth
crime.”

Although Kaplan
would be eligible
to retire in another
five years, he is
looking forward to
continuing his
police work for
some more years
yet.

“I still have a
young family to
support,” he says,
“and I enjoy what I
do.”
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Winnipeg Jewish police officer receives exemplary service
medal in recognition of 20 years on the force

Winnipeg police officer KEVIN KAPLAN
holding Exemplary Service Medal.

“I never considered police work,”
he says. “I was coaching football
however, and one of the people I

was working with was a police
officer. He thought I would make a
good police officer and encouraged

me to apply.”



By MYRON LOVE 
The ongoing conflict between adherents of

Islam and the West has deep roots in history,
notes Amr Abdalla. “Both sides believe that right
is on their side and that they are fighting for the
good of humanity,” the Costa Rican University
of Peace Professor of Conflict Analysis
Resolution explained to an audience of about
100 who came to hear him speak at the
University of Winnipeg on Thursday, May 26.
“This is not a conflict that is going to be resolved
any time soon. But we have to start
somewhere.”

The Egyptian-born Abdalla began his career as
a lawyer in Egypt in 1977. He worked as a
prosecutor in Egypt from 1978 to 1986 and was
involved in the prosecution of Anwar Sadat’s
assassins as well as other Muslim terrorist
suspects. In 1986, he came to the United States
to attend George Mason University and
launched a new career teaching conflict
resolution to American Muslims. He has been at the University of
Peace since 2004. He was in Winnipeg for a week teaching a short
course on “Terrorism and Peaceful Transformation in the Muslim
Context” at the University of Winnipeg’s Global College.

Abdalla began his presentation with an overview of Muslim history
from the time of Mohammed. He observed that this once glorious
civilization was shocked to find itself far behind Europe in its
development in the 19th century.

“For the past two centuries, the Muslim world has been trying to
figure out where it went wrong, and how to recapture its glorious
past,” Abdalla noted.

Israel’s victory in the June, 1967, war was also a major shock to the
Arab world, he added.

But the events of 1979 were a turning point for the Muslim world. In
that year, readers may recall, the Ayatollah Khomeini came to power
in Iran and demonstrated that an Islamic-based government could be
an alternative to capitalism, communism, socialism and secular rule.

Also in that year, Israel and Egypt signed their peace treaty, there was
a major attack on the Kaaba in Mecca, Islam’s holiest shrine, by Shiite
terrorists and the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan.

Abdalla noted that the West began to build up Islamism as a force to
combat the Soviets in Afghanistan. (just as Israel helped build up
Hamas because the Israeli government mistakenly viewed Hamas as a
benign counterweight to the PLO.) The unfortunate result was that
Muslims from all over the Muslim world received military training and
Islamic indoctrination in Afghanistan and, after the Soviets withdrew,
began to turn their attention to their own corrupt, repressive Arab
rulers and the Western powers that supported them.

Today’s Muslim terrorist, Abdalla noted, is not some meshuggene or
motivated by desperate poverty and ignorance. Rather, he said, most
of them are products of good, liberal educations and come from
prosperous families. “They are motivated by a sense of justice,” he
said.

While he himself is completely opposed to violence, Abdalla noted
that demonizing “the other” is wrong. “You have to work to
understand the “other” before you can bring about peaceful
transformation,” he said.

He cautioned, as well, that while international
mediation worked in specific geographic
contexts such as South Africa and northern
Ireland, it won’t work in this case because there
is no single address for Islamic terrorism. 

“The West is fighting an ideology that sees
injustice ruling supreme in the Arab world with
the support of Western countries that are only
interested in Arab oil,” he said. “The terrorists are
willing to use vicious violence to achieve their
goals. They see the West using force and killing
Muslim civilians and see what they are doing as
an eye for an eye.”

The battle for the hearts and minds of Muslims
can only be won by Muslims reaching out to
fellow Muslims in peace, Abdalla said. He
stressed the need to change the focus of terrorists
and their supporters from a strictly legalistic
interpretation of the Koran to a more humane
interpretation. He cited examples where the
Koran instructs believers to avoid war and

respond only in self-defense. The Koran further teaches, he said, that,
in war, you are not allowed to harm civilians or the environment. 

“The Koran says that God does not love those who transgress his
laws,” Abdalla said.

He talked about the need to promote a sense of respect for diversity
among Muslims, highlighting the positive aspects of Western
civilization that are compatible with Islamic principles, and to find
ways to point out to Muslims “rigid, oppressive, traditional norms and
practices” that are mistaken for Islamic practices.

While calling for applying the rule of law against those suspected of
committing terrorist acts, he also insisted on the West “correcting
injustices inflicted upon Muslim people and nations” and putting an
end in the West to “double standards”.

He also called on the West to use military force only against clearly
defined militant targets and take the responsibility for and show great
sensitivity to civilian casualties as a result of military action.

Following Abdalla’s presentation, a panel of four – consisting of
Menno Simon College Professor John Derksen, Bilquis Khan of the
Winnipeg Chapter of the Canadian Council of Muslim Women,
visiting University of Delhi Professor Alka Kumer and David Matas,
representing the Jewish community and B’nai Brith Canada,
commented on Abdalla’s suggestions.

Matas suggested that the Islamic World has to take responsibility for
dealing with terrorism in the name of Islam. He noted that the 57-state
Organization of Islamic Countries (OIC) has changed the United
Nations definition of terrorism to exclude those engaged in struggles
for national liberation and self determination.

“All fanatics believe that the majority of people are on their side,”
Matas said. “Mohamed El Masri of the Canadian Islamic Congress was
quoted as saying that all Israeli civilians over 18 are legitimate targets
because Israel is occupying the West Bank and Gaza. But Israeli
control over Gaza (which is now under Hamas control) and the West
Bank (where the Arab population is mainly under the rule of the
Palestinian Authority) is no different than when Jordan and Egypt ruled
the West Bank and Gaza. No one called them occupying powers.”

Matas called on NGOs and Western governments to lobby the OIC
to change their definition of terrorism.
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Egyptian-born peace educator explains “Terrorism in the Muslim Context”
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Eddy Cook, Ottawa
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It makes me feel good to share and recommend Romspen.

AMR ABDALLA: “Both sides believe
that right is on their side and that they
are fighting for the good of humanity.”



“I Believe – A
Holocaust Oration
for Today,”
composed and
conducted by Zane
Zalis, is a 90 minute
Holocaust-themed
composition. Its
premiere perfor-
mance by the Win-
nipeg Symphony
Orchestra (WSO),
accompanied by a
150-voice choir, took place on May 21 last year. At the end of that
sold-out concert there was an emotional standing ovation. 

Yad Vashem’s Ephraim Kaye described “I Believe” as “an amazingly
uplifting and spiritual musical experience...a must see for all people of
good will.”

For the second time since its premiere, “I Believe” was performed in
Winnipeg on May 16 at Westminster United Church. The concert
featured WSO members, chorus, and soloists (Kelsey Cowie; Marko
Zeiler from Austria; and Marc Devigne from Toronto).

The anniversary concert was co-chaired by Bob Kozminski and
Arnold Frieman, and narrated by the Honourable Lloyd Axworthy, P.C.
O.C. O.M.; Dr. Janice Filmon O.M.; His Worship Mayor Sam Katz;
and University of Manitoba Chancellor Harvey Sector.

Lyricist and conductor, Zalis, composed the 12
movements of the concert after many survivors had recounted their
stories to him, which he translated into the language of music. 

“The subject of this oration gripped and held me and would not let
me go,” said Zalis. “Modern education is very much focused on the
new technology and having the newest thing. But, when you really
think about it, all we really have is each other. It’s very personal for
me.”

In the introduction the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg’s Shelley
Faintuch described how the opening song that begins with the
chanting of “B-1333” was the number tattooed on the arm of her
uncle, Morris Faintuch.

Janice Freeman, who attended the concert, said, “I know of Zalis
through the Virtuosi Concerts board, but he has always struck me as a
very intelligent and compassionate man. He has been teaching music
in high schools for decades (beginning in the late 1970s), and
meets/interacts with people from many backgrounds in that way. 

“It doesn’t surprise me that a child of Eastern European Catholic
immigrants would be able to ‘get it’. Depending on when they came
here, they may have been part of the Holmodor or at least had friends
and family who died because of it.” Freeman has read a lot about the
Holocaust, but found this musical tribute particularly poignant
because “Music is a universal language and it’s natural to respond to
it emotionally. The concert was tremendously moving, sometimes in a
hair-standing-on-end way and other times with shivers and goose
bumps. Usually this only happens to me at peak moments in choral
performances and operas.”

As a musical aficionado, Freeman reflected on how unique it is for
the Holocaust to be the focus of an oration. “I can’t think of another
oratorio that wasn’t on a Christian sacred theme,” she said. “As I was
sitting in the concert thinking of it, the only two that came to mind
were Bach’s Christmas Oratorio and Handel’s Messiah. This made me
think about how a musical form that apparently originated in the
Christian church was being used for a non-religious Jewish story.” 

The oration’s children’s chorus also made an impression on
Freeman. ‘They were amazingly well prepared. Kids are usually taught
to smile while they sing. These kids all had appropriately serious
expressions the whole time, and always sang in unison. 

“This made me think that, although there were many of them, they
were all singing the same song – like the pain the children of the
Holocaust suffered, a similar pain even though they experienced it in
their individual ways. Many unified voices or one experience made
the whole thing more universal.”

Freeman saw this as another way to universalize the story of the
Holocaust, making it accessible to a wider audience. “We’re used to
oratorios being serious, dramatic, and emotional. It seems like such a
good fit – a familiar and suitably serious form for this story. It isn’t
surprising that a Ukrainian Catholic boy from Transcona [Zalis] would
choose the oratorio as a vehicle to dramatize and universalize the
Holocaust.” 

Holocaust survivor and event co-chair, Arnold Frieman, agreed,
noting, “It’s incredible how a Roman Catholic is capable of putting to
music the emotions of survivors.”

Marilyn Billinkoff, event attendee added, “This concert hits you
emotionally, intellectually, and musically. Zane [Zalis] is an amazing
talent with a heart big enough for the big issues.” 

For more information on “I Believe,” visit
http://www.ibelieveproject.org.
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*Hurry - offer valid only as long as our 
supply of tickets lasts

(all tickets are for June 30 show)

Performed at Westminster United Church

“I Believe” continues to enthrall audiences

Soloists KELSEY COWIE and MARKO ZEILER.

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA
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Jill Brandes

Read any good
books lately?
Reading and talking
about books with
friends is a
wonderful way to
take a break from
our hectic way of
life.

Years before Oprah
made this pastime fashionable, Winnipeg had
its share of thriving book clubs. Many of these
started as chapters of National Council of
Jewish Women and Hadassah, but were
rejigged to accommodate members who
wanted the opportunity for some intellectual
stimulation and conversation (and maybe
sampling a little baking too), one night a
month.

I was a relative newcomer to Winnipeg
thirty-five years ago, when a friend invited me
to join N.C.J.W.’s Mina Hollenberg Book
Club. What a novel (excuse the pun) idea!
Not only would I meet new friends but I
could also expand my literary horizons.

The “girls” in Mina Hollenberg were
welcoming, a mix of North and Southenders
who were teachers, nurses, and business
women. Most had put careers on hold to raise
children, because that’s what we did in those
days.

I enjoyed my evenings out and our shared
effort in running this club. We searched for
book reviews, read widely, asked friends and
relatives for recommendations, then pooled
our results to choose the year’s list. We took
turns at ”facilitating” and as such, were
responsible for presenting our selections as
well as presiding over the discussions which
followed.

Then times changed, and so did the club.
Our kids were in school full-time, and now
there were more opportunities and options
for women. Some in our group went to
university and earned degrees. Others
returned to former professions or started new
ones. There was barely time to read, much
less prepare a presentation. Our group was in

transition. When we started hiring facilitators,
I got an idea for a new line of work.

I became a book facilitator myself. I was a
retired English teacher who loved to read. A
match made in the library! I started by
volunteering in my own group. Then other
clubs called and my new avocation began.

As folks discovered the concept of reading
and sharing ideas, I became very busy. But
there was a down side to this “job”. All the
book clubs (including mine) were reading
and discussing the same books! 

On one such occasion, my group had hired

a well-known academic to discuss a book I
had done at another club, the day before. I
decided to go to our meeting anyway, more
for the company and maybe a new point of
view.

Not wanting to
“step on his toes” I
introduced myself to
this gentleman, and
asked if he would
mind if I “jumped
in” with extra
information, if
needed. “Please do”,
he said. “I just
finished reading this
book a couple of
hours ago and I have
nothing prepared. I
just thought I would
wing it!”

That did it! I liked
the girls (and the
baking), but it was
time to move on.

Then one day a friend and former book
mate of mine approached me with an
invitation to a different kind of book club.
Here’s the premise: as many women as can fit
around a dining room table meet to share a
light breakfast and discuss a book. It’s an
informal set-up where each member adds her
own “two cents” to the mix.

That was the beginning of my membership
in “The Breakfast Club”, which turned out not
only to be a book club, but a life club as well.
Eight opinionated gals start talking about our
book of the month, and invariably the
discussion leads to wider issues. For instance,
a book about World War II, can expand to
cover “hot topics” in the news, or a story that
deals with families and relationships, might
morph into a forum on health and mother-
daughter stories of our own.

Some might call it our own version of “The
View”, but for me it’s a good fit. Where else
can I lose myself in literature, and engage in
stimulating conversation with interesting
women who have become good friends (and
the bagels are pretty good too!) ?

And all because I love to read. I highly
recommend it!

Book clubs lead to intellectual stimulation…and meeting new friends 
ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES

I was a retired English teacher
who loved to read. A match made

in the library! I started by
volunteering in my own group.

Then other clubs called and my new
avocation began.

Israel officially joins world economic group
PARIS (JTA) — Israel’s economic status received a boost with its

official entry into the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development. 

Following more than 16 years of trying, Israel joined the 31
wealthiest nations and became the first Middle Eastern member of
the OECD at a ceremony Thursday in Paris. 

“We in Israel are deeply honored by your invitation to join this
club,” Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said during the
ceremony. “We see this not only as recognition of what we have
achieved but as a vote of confidence for the future.” 

Estonia and Slovenia also were welcomed into the group, which
includes the world’s most developed countries. New members must
still go through a detailed ratification process that can take a few
months. 

Membership can mean an increase in investment in a given
country, but it also involves coordinating and sharing economic
policies with other members. 

Israel was accepted into the group by a unanimous vote of the 31
member states. 



By BERNIE BELLAN

Sixty years ago a group of Winnipeg Beach vacationers decided that
what their vacation area lacked was a synagogue. As it happened, a
log cabin one-room schoolhouse in the Beausejour area happened to
be available. 

In due course, the log cabin was relocated to the corner of Hazel
and Grove in Winnipeg Beach, where it stayed for 48 years. In 1998
the Town of Winnipeg Beach informed the members of the synagogue
that the building would have to be hooked up to the town’s sewer and
water system. Rather than incur the cost of $3-4,000, which was
thought to be “prohibitive”, according to longtime beach synagogue
attendee Laurie Mainster, synagogue goers looked elsewhere for a
solution.

As a result, the board of Camp Massad was approached and asked
whether the synagogue might be relocated there, with the
understanding that the synagogue would be made available to the
camp at any time other than what were then Friday evening and
Saturday morning services.

Over the years the “beach synagogue” had come to be a very
popular meeting place for summertime residents of Winnipeg Beach
and Gimli. In fact, for years minyans were held twice daily, in addition
to regular Saturday morning services. Of course, in those years
Winnipeg Beach was also home to a kosher butcher shop. 

While the little synagogue, which measured only 18 x 24 feet, has
gone through several transformations, including the move to Camp
Massad, and the opening up to egalitarian services in 2007 (The move
to egalitarian services was as much a practical necessity as it was a
nod to the equality of women - the only Kohen present at the time was
a woman!), it has always remained cramped at the best of times.

In recent years the synagogue has seen the addition of a window air

conditioner (although to benefit from it, you really have to be sitting
just a few feet away), as well as a fridge that allows synagogue
attendees to enjoy a regular Saturday morning Kiddush meal following
the service.

According to Laurie Mainster, the Saturday morning service has
continued to be popular, even though many of the attendees now
drive in from Winnipeg, as they have sold the cottages they once
maintained.

On the other hand, one of the side benefits to being located on
Camp Massad’s grounds has been an infusion of young blood from

among the camp counselors.

Since there is no longer a rabbi available to conduct
services (Rabbi Weizman did lead services for years while
he had a cottage at the beach), those in attendance now
take turns leading the services themselves. 

Anyone may attend services and, while there are no dues
collected, donations are welcome. (Donations should be
made to the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, with donors
asked to specify that their donations are to be directed to the
beach synagogue.)

Mainster also says that the beach synagogue is now
undergoing an expansion, which will be its first in 60 years.
An entirely new space measuring 16 x 18 feet is being
added - one that will allow for a real Kiddush area. (Until
now, a table has been set up in the back of the synagogue
and synagogue goers would help themselves to the buffet
that is set up each Saturday during the summer. While
pleasant enough, it will certainly be more comfortable to
have an actual area set aside for the Saturday afternoon after
service lunch.)

In celebration of the synagogue’s 60th anniversary and the
official opening of the expansion, a special service is
planned for Saturday, July 3 (which will also be the first day
that services are held at the beach this summer). All are
welcome to attend. 

As for dress, longtime attendee Abe Borzykowski (in an
article written by Sharon Chisvin for the Free Press in 2007)
remarked that “I don’t think there are many synagogues
where people can attend in shorts, T-shirts and sandals and
not feel out of place.”
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Expansion added that will almost double existing space
Winnipeg Beach Synagogue to Celebrate 60th Anniversary

Over the years the “beach synagogue” had
come to be a very popular meeting place for
summertime residents of Winnipeg Beach and

Gimli. In fact, for years minyans were held
twice daily, in addition to regular Saturday

morning services.

Winnipeg Beach group shot (August, 1950). Front row: Mr. Grubert,
Mr. Freund, Mr. Dirnfield, Rabbi Chiel, Louis Garfinkel, ________,
__________, L. Kirshner. Second row: N. Garfinkel, M. Garfinkel, G.
Stern, Wm. Pitch, Wm. Grushko, Mr. Glesby, Mr. Kirshner. Centre
back row: (children) Jody Leven, Sam Kirshner. Photo JM3173 courtesy of
Jewish Heritage Centre.



Following are
excerpts from some
of the students’
journals.
By SARAH KOWALL

Today was the day.
The day in which I
had been preparing
myself for. The day
when all my
thoughts came
together in my mind.
The day I went to
A u s c h w i t z .
Throughout my life I
have learned more
than I can share
about the Holocaust.
We read books,
discussed in detail
what had happened in the past, but I never thought that I would ever
have the opportunity to see for myself what really had happened. It
was then when I came across the March of the Living program that
allowed me to have this opportunity to go and see what had really
happened. 

When I arrived at Auschwitz I had mixed feelings racing through my
mind. I did not know what to think. As I approached the gate that read
Arbeit Macht Frei it started to pour. I knew from this very moment that
there was never going to be sun. How could there be sun in a place
where such evil occurred. As we began our tour we came across
several bunkers. 

In the first bunker, there were displays that contained lots of hair,
dusty in big clusters. When I saw this, my heart sunk in my body. I
could not look at this display without shedding a tear. All the different
shades and textures of hair lay right in front of my very own eyes.
Blonde ringlets and brown braids from such innocent people. All this
hair was from the innocent women and children who had to have
their heads shaved during the time of the Holocaust. I began to
question myself why this had to happen. These people did nothing
wrong and had to suffer. 

As we kept walking we walked into another building. However
instead of hair, we saw the shoes. For me personally, seeing the shoes
was the hardest artifact to visualize. Right away when I saw all of
these shoes, my knees collapsed and I began to lower myself to the
floor. I could not bear to look at this. Millions of shoes lay in front of
me, all different colors and styles. All of these shoes came from
victims of the Holocaust. When we saw these shoes, we knew that
these shoes could have belong to members of our families that
perished in the Holocaust. This really touched all of us on the trip, and
was very hard to see. 

When we thought it was over, we turned the corner and there were
even more shoes. Imagine walking into a classroom and seeing it
filled completely from top to bottom with shoes. This was what it was
like. As you walked through, both sides of you were surrounded by
shoes. As tears fled down my cheeks I walked out of the barrack. 

By DEBORAH SPIGELMAN
DAY 1 - POLAND

I’ve never been overseas, but it feels right that March of the Living is
my first time. Walking off the plane was surreal but as I look around I
notice that Poland doesn’t look too much different than Manitoba, but
a little more green. All I can do is look around and take in the beauty
that is Poland now, because I know that what I will be seeing is going
not going to be beautiful like this. I really thought that we would have
time to relax for a couple hours, but we are thrown straight in to the
March and even though we are really tired it still feels amazing to start
the journey that I have waited years to go on. 

Our first stop is the orphanage, that was once again very surreal
because I kept hearing about this amazing man, that helped so many
children and risked his own life so that he could be with his children,
and now I am seeing where he did his miracles. I walked in and it was
like you could still feel the presence of the children and it was more
modern than I thought it would be. At the orphanage, we heard some
of Alex’s story and it was amazing to hear and it was even more
impressionable because of the place in which he was telling us about
it. We knew that he did not have the same experience as the children
with Korchak, but it really gave the proper environment for such a
tale. After lunch we went to a cemetery. But this cemetery was the
Gensha cemetery and many of the heroes of the Holocaust are buried

there. It was very
different from the
cemeteries of North
America, because of
the head stones as
well as the size and
the close proximity
of the graves. It seemed that Yonathan had a story for every head stone
and it was very interesting how many people that we have heard about
in class, and seen in Holocaust movies were buried and honoured in
the cemetery. Poland was very different than I expected, and it holds
a lot more Jewish heritage than I believed that it would. I am thankful
that I was able to go on a journey like this and I was glad that I was
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COMING TO WIN
NIPEG!

5 SHOWS ONLY • JU
LY 14–17

Presenting Sponsor

The #1 Girls’ Night Ou
t!

Off Broadway’s Original Menopause Musical

FOR TICKETS CALL:

204-780-3333
or online @

BURTON CUMMINGS THEATRE
364 Smith Street • Between Ellice & Notre Dame

Plenty of Easy Parking

FOR DISCOUNTS ON GROUPS OF 10+
CALL: 1-866-447-7849
BONUS:: BUYY 155 TICKETSS -- GETT 11 FREE!

www.MenopauseOutLoud.com

*Must use code HOTFLASH. 2 tickets required.
Limit 6 tickets. Not valid on previously purchased tickets
or with any other offers. Offer expires June 16, 2010.

Four women at a lingerie sale with nothing in common but a black-lace bra AND
memory loss, hot flashes, night sweats, not enough sex, too much sex and more!
This joyful musical parody set to #1 hits from the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s, will have you

cheering and dancing in the aisles! It’s definitely not “The Silent Passage” anymore!
See what nearly 11 million worldwide are laughing about!

“Dollar For Dollar, It’s The Best Show In Town”
- Len Butcher, Las Vegas Review-Journal

LIMITED TIME OFFER!
BUY BY JUNE 16
& SAVE

$10*
*Must use code
HOTFLASH!

(Cont. on page 18. See “March of the Living”.)

Students return from this year’s “March of the Living”
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Harvey Rosen

It appears, once
again, as if the “Y”
Sports Dinner
Committee with its
acquisition of “Iron
Man” Cal Ripken Jr.
as headline speaker at
the Winnipeg
Convention Centre on
Wednesday June 23rd

has hit the mother lode. 
No surprise there that the lifetime

Baltimore Oriole, who played 21 seasons in
the sun and broke Lou Gehrig’s consecutive
games played streak of 2,131 by showing up
for work 2,632 times, is a red hot commodity. 

This bird, who wore number eight during
his career that led him down the path to
Cooperstown’s Baseball Hall of Fame in the
summer of 2007, is the 13th pro baseball
player to be summoned to the plate to have
dinner at the 38th Annual Jewish Community
Centre extravaganza.

Past notables of baseball renown who have
already passed this way were: Pete Rose,
Mickey Mantle, Billy Martin, Whitey Ford,
Johnny Bench, Denny McLain, Jim Bouton,
Leo Durocher, Steve Stone, Jay Johnstone,
Sparky Anderson, and Jimmy Piersall. 

Now here’s an unfair catch question of the
“Twilight Zone” variety for you if you’re up to
it: Name the baseball player who is today in
the Baseball Hall of Fame that struck out
1,305 times during his career, stole only 36
bases, and managed a lifetime batting
average of a modest .276.

His name is Cal Ripken, baseball
aficionados – the man who took the field to
play 2,302 games at shortstop and 675 at
third, also came to the dish 22 times as a
designated hitter. 

On the other hand, the true measure of the
aforementioned icon, besides his longevity, is
that he is one of only eight players in baseball
history to wallop 400 home runs (431) and
bang out 3,000 (3,184) hits in 3,001 games. 

Having in my considerable years watched
more major league baseball games on TV
than Ripken ripped hits, I can well recall his
magnificent career and the type of player he
was. Cal made his mark because of the way
he played the game. He was talented,
reliable, steady, respected by his opponents,
and a gentleman’s gentleman. Never one to
gain the spotlight for all the wrong reasons as
do some athletes of today, who use steroids
and don’t have the decency to stay clean or
come clean and face the music while
compiling inauthentic numbers. 

No doubt at the late June dinner you’re
going to break bread with a man of sterling
character whose life is now full and
satisfying, and who, now nearing age 50, is
spending his retirement years wisely, giving
back to his own community, and those
outside of it. 

Oh, you’ll hear baseball stories alright, but
not likely the hush-hush variety of team
locker rooms that gossip and scandal
publications enjoy printing. You know: the
type that late actor Humphrey Bogart once
noted: Everybody reads them (trash) but they
say the cook brought it into the house.

More than three weeks away from the event
and already 900 tickets have been sold.
Publicity Chair Ernie Nairn encourages you
to get in touch with the Rady Jewish
Community Centre at 477-7513.

Finalists for Jewish Athlete of the Year
Another annual feature of the evening will

be the presentation of the Max & Idy Nusgart
Jewish Athlete of the Year Award. The five
nominees featured this time around are top
notch; one of the most talented group in
some time:

DANIEL FAINMAN: He played hockey this
past year for the St. Paul’s Crusaders of the
Winnipeg High School League. Daniel, a
forward, led the circuit in scoring in his
rookie season as a Grade 12 student while
contributing to the team’s first overall
standing in their division. He led the league
in scoring with 33 goals in 21 games and
added 15 assists. 

The 6’ 1” skater who weighs 200 lbs. was
also selected to the City and Provincial All-
Star teams and voted MVP for the 2010
Tournament of Champions won by St. Paul’s.
He represented Canada at the first World
Under-18 Jewish Hockey Championships
held last July in Israel. 

LAUREN SERA: She has spent the past four
years at the University of North Dakota and is
the starting goaltender for the UND Women’s
soccer team, a NCAA Division 1 school from
2005-09 on an athletic scholarship. 

Prior to her Grand Forks experience Lauren
excelled in basketball, volleyball and soccer
at Grant Park High School. She was a soccer
and volleyball MVP three times and earned
MVP honours in basketball twice. Often the
team captain, she was named Athlete of the
Year in Grade 12 and was also the Winnipeg
High School Division Athlete of the Year and
was named to the
Provincial High
School All-Star team. 

She also added to
her regime multiple
awards at UND both
in sport and
academics too
numerous to mention. 

YAEL KAPLAN: This
hoopster, who is a
graduate from Gray
Academy, has for
years starred both on
the hardwood courts
and in the classroom.
Also proficient in

soccer and tennis, she was the team captain
and starting point guard for the Raiders. In
2009 she was a finalist for the Jewish Athlete
of the Year. 

This past season Yael was named the 2010
AAA Female Player of the Year by the
Manitoba Basketball Coaches Association.
She was also a 2010 MVP North Team all-star
and named Player of the Game in the 2010
Provincial AAA Basketball Tournament for
both the semi-final and championship
games.

Yael played for the Provincial Team in 2008
and 2009 and was also a member of the
Canadian U-19 squad at the 2009
Maccabiah Games in Israel. Not surprisingly,
the four-time Athlete of the Year at Gray
Academy has now been recruited by the
University of Winnipeg Women’s Basketball
Team.

EZEQUIEL LUBOCKI: This Grade 12
student at the U of W Collegiate immigrated
to Winnipeg from Argentina in 2002 and
brought his soccer skills to the fields of
Garden City, South End United and, this past
season, played for Lucania at the outdoor
senior level. This past winter he was also a
member of the Maples Juventus indoor team.
He has been a member of various provincial
teams from U-13 to U-16. 

Lubocki has also been a member of the
Manitoba Canada Games team the past three
years and is now playing for the Winnipeg
Alliance club. Honoured a number of times
for his exceptional soccer ability, one of his
foremost awards was the 2010 Harry
Harwood Award of Merit as the outstanding
youth male player in our province. Next year
he will play on an athletic scholarship for the
University of Toronto.

DANIEL WORB: This former nominee for
Jewish Athlete of the Year plays both second
base and shortstop, and has spent two years
at the Vauxhall Alberta Baseball Academy. In
2009 He attended Division 1 Southwest
Community College of the Iowa Community
College Athletic Conference in Creston, Iowa
honing his skills in the hope of getting the
opportunity to play NCAA college ball in the
near future. 

This past season he played in 31 games and
had 86 at bats while recording a very
respectable .302 batting average. This
versatile athlete also, as he did here in
Winnipeg at various levels, took to the
mound.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and
hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast
News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7,
e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca

Five in running for “Jewish Athlete of the Year”

Cal Ripken will pack them in at upcoming Y Sports Dinner
THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

CAL RIPKEN JR. lifetime Baltimore Oriole
who played 21 seasons. He broke Lou
Gehrig’s consecutive games played streak of
2,131 by showing up for work 2,632 times.

Zach Emanuel celebrates Jerusalem bar mitzvah
JERUSALEM (JTA) — The son of White House Chief of Staff Rahm

Emanuel celebrated his bar mitzvah in Jerusalem.
The ceremony, during which Zach Emanuel and his cousin Noah

read from the week’s Torah portion and delivered a d’var Torah,
took place Sunday (May 30) morning at the Davidson Center in the
Old City of Jerusalem.

About 50 people, most family members, participated in the
ceremony. They arrived at the center in secrecy early in the
morning, according to reports. Security was heavy for the family
and guests.

There had been fears that extremists would disrupt the ceremony.
Press was also prevented from entering the area. Activists had
heckled the Emanuel family three days earlier as it toured the Old
City of Jerusalem.
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Recipes

It has now been a year since I have been
writing this article for The Jewish  Post &
News. I have really enjoyed reminiscing
about my memories growing up in Winnipeg
and sharing stories about our family and
holiday traditions. My first article mentioned
our daughter-in-law, Shira’s, graduation from
Stern College in New York. This year our
newest daughter-in-law, Rachie, just

celebrated her graduation from Stern this past Wednesday.
This is truly an exciting time of year that  brings families together for

graduation ceremonies, parties and proms.
With berries available plentiful in stores in blue or raspberry they

can be each placed in gigantic martini glasses and  can look elegant
on a party table. Berries topped on ice cream or in the following
desserts really provide the color when creating a party table.
Mazel Tov to all the graduates!!!!

* * *
BROWN SUGAR LINZER BARS (DAIRY OR PARVE)

1 1/2 sticks butter or margarine (6 ounces), softened 
3/4 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup sugar
1 tablespoon lemon zest
1 cup ground and toasted almonds
1 egg plus 1 yolk, beaten
2 1/4 cups flour
1 1/8 teaspoon baking powder
3/4 teaspoon cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon salt
1 1/4 cups fresh raspberry jam (recipe follows) 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In bowl of an electric mixer cream
together butter and sugar. Add almonds and eggs. Sift together the
flour, baking powder, cinnamon and salt. Add flour mixture to
creamed mixture. Mix dough until ingredients are fully incorporated.
Press 2/3 of the dough into a greased 9- by 13-inch pan. Spread the
top with raspberry jam. Roll out remainder of dough to 1/8 inch thick
and chill. Cut into strips and arrange in a lattice pattern. Bake for 25
minutes. Allow to cool and cut into squares. Makes 18-24 pieces.

* * *
RASPBERRY JAM

2-3 pints raspberries
Granulated sugar to taste

Add sugar to raspberries in a medium-sized pot. Cook over medium
low heat until raspberries break down and sugar is dissolved. Add
more sugar if needed. Puree slightly with a hand blender. Makes 1 1/4
cups. Can be doubled or tripled but will take a while to cook down.

* * *
RASPBERRY FUDGE TARTS (DAIRY)

Crust:
2 cups flour
12 tablespoons chilled unsalted butter, cut into small pieces
6 tablespoons sugar
1/2 teaspoon salt
2 large egg yolks 

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. In a bowl combine flour, sugar and
salt. Cut butter in until mixture resembles fine crumbs. Add in the egg
yolk and mix until just combined. The mixture will be very crumbly.
Press firmly into 8 4-inch or 5-inch tart pans. Bake until golden brown,
about 14 minutes. Let cool on wire racks and remove from pans. 

Filling:
1 1/2 cups whipping cream
9 ounces bittersweet chocolate, chopped fine
3 tablespoons unsalted butter, room temperature
2 tablespoons light corn syrup
1/2 cup red currant jelly
6 cups fresh raspberries 

In a sauce pan simmer the cream. Remove from heat and add the
chocolate, butter and corn syrup. Let stand for 3 minutes, then stir
gently until mixture is smooth. Pour the filling into the cooled shells.
Cover loosely with plastic wrap and refrigerate until filling is firm,
about two hours. When ready to serve melt the jelly over low heat,

stirring until smooth. Arrange the berries, rounded sides up, over the
surface of the filling. Using a pastry brush, glaze with the melted jelly.
Chill for five minutes to set the glaze. (Can be prepared up to 1 day
ahead if covered loosely with plastic wrap and refrigerated.) Makes 8.
You can prepare this in a 9- by 13-inch pan if you prefer but make sure
to remove the crust before you fill it.

* * *
BLUEBERRY OR RASPBERRY PEACH PIE (DAIRY OR PARVE)

1 pre-made 9-inch pie shell 
2 1/4 pounds fresh peaches, peeled and sliced, or 2 16-ounce
packages frozen sliced peaches, thawed 
1 cup sugar
1 cup flour
2 1/2 cups fresh blueberries or raspberries
2 tablespoons seedless raspberry jam, melted 
1/2 cup old fashioned oats
1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg 
5 tablespoons butter or margarine, melted 
Ice cream (optional) 

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. In a bowl combine the peaches with
1/2 cup sugar and 1/4 cup flour; spoon into crust. Toss blueberries or
raspberries with the jam. Spoon berries over the peaches. In large
bowl, combine remaining 3/4 cup flour, 1/2 cup sugar, oats and
nutmeg. Add butter or margarine; stir until crumbs form. 

Sprinkle topping over pie. Bake 1 hour 20 minutes to 1 hour 30
minutes, or until filling is bubbly and crumbs are lightly browned.
Cool on rack. Serve with ice cream while still warm. Serves 8.

* * *
RASPBERRY OR BLUEBERRY MERINGUE TART (DAIRY OR PARVE)

Crust:
1/2 cup confectioners’ sugar
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 1/2 cups flour
1/2 cup ground toasted almonds
1 teaspoon almond extract
1 cup unsalted butter or margarine

Lime Curd:
1 cup freshly squeezed lime juice
Zest of 2 limes
1 1/4 cups sugar
5 egg yolks
2 tablespoons unsalted butter or margarine
3 cups fresh raspberries or blueberries 

Meringue: 
5 egg whites
Pinch of cream of tartar
1 cup sugar 

To prepare crust, preheat oven to 350 degrees. Butter 8 tartlet pans
and set aside. Put the confectioners’ sugar, salt, flour, almonds and
almond extract in bowl of a food processor and process to mix. With
the machine running, add the butter in the feeder tube about 2
tablespoons at a time. 

Process until dough collects on top of blade. If dough is too soft and
sticky to handle, cover it in plastic wrap and refrigerate until it is firmer
and less tacky. Press dough into prepared tartlet pans and bake in oven
until golden brown, about 20 minutes. Remove from the oven and let
cool. 

To prepare curd, put the lime juice, zest, sugar and egg yolks in a
metal bowl and whisk together. Add butter and place over gently
simmering water. Whisk until curd thickens and coats the back of a
spoon. Pour into prepared tartlet shells. Pile the fresh raspberries or
blueberries in a pyramid on top of each tartlet.

To prepare the meringue, put the egg whites and cream of tartar in
bowl of a heavy-duty mixer and mix on high speed until the egg
whites are very fluffy. With machine running, add the sugar about 1
tablespoon at a time until all the sugar is incorporated. Continue to
whip on high speed until the whites are shiny and stiff peaks form.
Place meringue in a pastry bag fitted with a star tip and pipe strips of
meringue over the berries. To brown the outside of the tartlets, place
them on a broiler pan and brown under the broiler for 2-3 minutes.
Set tartlets on individual plates and serve immediately. Serves 8.

Have a Berry Happy Graduation

By

FRANCINE TELLER



By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEN
Human behaviour sometimes defies intellect and that is also true of

our own Jewish community. There are many people that are careful
about eating kosher food at home but will not hesitate to eat out. 

Now, would the opposite be the case, that is - if people would eat
non-kosher food at home but in public eat only kosher, it would be
possible to make some sense out of the inconsistency. People will
publicly pretend to be better than they really are in private, because
they like to look good. True, that would be hypocritical, but that
behavior can at least be explained.

How, though, are we to make sense of the person who in private
does keep kosher, but does not do so in public? The key to
understanding this common but absurd mode of behavior is to be
found in this week’s Torah Reading, Shelach.

The Torah relates that Moses selected 12 distinguished great Jewish
leaders and assigned to them the task to visit Canaan (later to become
the Land of Israel) and report on the quality of the land to the Jewish
People. 

These 12 men brought back a glowing report about the beauty and
quality of the land but they insisted that a Jewish attempt to settle in
Israel was doomed to failure. The Canaanites, they said, were much
more powerful than the Jews and they would decimate the Jews that
would settle there.

The entire Jewish Nation was frightened. They rebelled against
Moses and wanted to return to Egyptian slavery. G-d punished them
and made them stay in the wilderness forty years, until the entire
generation perished. Only the next generation of young Jews, under
the leadership of Joshua, was able to finally settle in Israel.

This episode seems difficult to understand. The Israelites had
personally witnessed huge miracles. They had seen the mighty
Pharaoh of Egypt crushed by the Ten Plagues and his army drowned in
the Red Sea. 

They had personally heard the mighty voice of G-d proclaim the Ten
Commandments at Sinai. He provided food in the desert, the Manna,
and surrounded them with heavenly clouds for protection. 

Why in the world would they be frightened from the power of the
Canaanites? 

Why would great and intelligent men, handpicked by Moses for
their qualities of leadership, suddenly become so irrational and
inconsistent with all that they had experienced up until that point?

The answer is one word - panic. As long as the Jews lived an insular
life, protected from the outside world with a shield of miracles, clouds
and Manna, they felt secure. 

But when entering Canaan they would need to enter the “real”
world, with a Jewish army and Jewish farmers. 

It is like the many European Jews that were very pious in the “old
home” but quickly conformed to the gentile world when they arrived
in North-America. It takes courage and conviction to stand up in

public and affirm that we are different.
The 12 Jewish leaders that Moses had sent failed because they

couldn’t connect the dots and accept that the same G-d that protected
them when they left Egypt and in the wilderness, would protect them
as they built a Jewish life in Israel. They could not think rationally and
consistently because they panicked.

We can find many examples of this inconsistency in our own lives.
People that eat kosher at home but not in public; or eat kosher on
Shabbat but not on the weekdays; or people that are honest in their
personal life but when facing the pressures of the outside business
world resort to dishonest dealings.

Some years ago, a Winnipeg young man moved to Israel and joined
the Israeli air force as a parachutist. He related that he was part of a
group of trainees that were scheduled to make their first jump. 

The first to jump was a heavy, burly man. When this tough man
stood at the jump chute, he panicked and could not budge. It took
considerable effort and pushing to get this man to jump. 

By the time he did, they had overshot their intended landing and
they all the parachutists landed in a cesspool. All the toughness of that
first man in ordinary life was lost when facing the real world.

The lesson of our Torah Reading is to be consistent as Jews. We must
take inner strength that we carry in our hearts as Jews and use that
strength to live as Jews in the real world.
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CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, June 4. Candles: 9:15. Mincha: 8:00. Shacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 9:15. Shabbat ends:

10:25. Sunday morning services: 9:00. Weekday morning services: 8:00. Evening services for
the week of June 6-10: 9:10.

Friday, June 11. Candles: 9:20. Mincha: 8:00. Shacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 9:20. Shabbat ends:
10:31. Evening services for the week of June 13-17: 9:15.

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional
Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, June 4 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 9:13

p.m.
Saturday, June 5 - Shelach - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 10:24 p.m. 
Sunday, June 6 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, June 7-Thursday, June 10 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
Friday, June 11 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 9:19

p.m.
Saturday, JUne 12 - Korach - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 10:30 p.m. Rosh Chodesh.
Sunday, June 13 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Rosh Chodesh.
Monday, June 14-Thursday, June 17 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office. 
Friday, June 4 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30

p.m.; Kabbalat Shabbat Alive! with Keyboard 7:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 9:13 p.m.
Shabbat, June 5 - Parashat Shelach - Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan

6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 10:14 p.m.
Friday, June 11 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service

5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 9:18 p.m.
Shabbat, June 12 - Parashat Korach (Rosh Chodesh Tammuz) - Morning Service honouring

Shaarey Zedek Minyanaires 9:00 a.m.; Family Service 10:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan
6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 10:19 p.m.

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Holidays 9:00 a.m.Daily
Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:15 p.m.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297

Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom

Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE

Located at 1525 Main Street
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, June 4 at 9:13 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Shlach. Shabbat Mevarchim.

Mincha Service at  9:15 p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:24  p.m
Daily Mincha/Maariv Services at 9:20 p.m
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, June 11 at 9:19 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00

p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Korach.  First day Rosh Chodesh

Tammuz. Mincha Service at 9:20 p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:30 p.m.
Sunday, June 13 - 2nd day Rosh Chodesh Tammuz.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 9:20 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox Services are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be

holding: on Friday, June 4 at 7:30 p.m.: Shabbat service led by Rabbi Karen Soria with Cantor
Len Udow. Saturday, June 5 at 10 a.m.: Tot Shabbat service led by Rabbi Karen Soria.
Saturday, June 5 at 11 a.m.: Torah Study led by Rabbi Karen Soria.

Friday, June 11 at 7:30 p.m.: Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria. Saturday, June 12
at 10:00 a.m.: Shabbat Service - “Bring a Friend to Shul Day” led by Rabbi Karen Soria. This
will also be our adult B’nai Mitzvah.

SYNAGOGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

Connecting the Dots

Montreal synagogue charged 
for importing wine

MONTREAL (JTA) — A Montreal synagogue was charged with
circumventing the government’s liquor regulator by importing its own
wines and spirits. 

Prosecutors filed civil charges against 10 members of the Toldos
Yakov Yosef of Skver Congregation after police seized nearly 900 liters
of wines and spirits at the synagogue in December. 

The Skver Chasidim established the congregation, which now has
more than 300 member families, more than 30 years ago. 

The Montreal Gazette reported that the synagogue itself also was
charged and that similar charges against another five members of the
congregation are expected to follow soon. 

Potential fines for each offense range from $125 to $6,000. 
Max Lieberman of Montreal’s Jewish Orthodox Community Council

said the synagogue has not broken any liquor laws and that all the
charges will be fought. 

Lieberman cited the federal Importation of Intoxicating Liquors Act,
which specifically allows “the importing, sending, taking or
transporting, or causing to be imported, sent, taken or transported,
into any province from or out of any place within or outside Canada
of intoxicating liquor for sacramental ... purposes.” 

The federal law “clearly supersedes the Quebec law,” he told the
Gazette, adding that the province specifically lays out exemptions for
religious congregations. 

A spokeswoman for the Quebec Alcohol Corp., the government-
owned entity responsible for the trade of alcoholic beverages in
Quebec, said all religious communities in Quebec must buy their
liquor from the provincial regulator, from whom they receive a 17
percent discount. 
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secrets of good
health and proper
and nutrition. And
there is no shortage

of such books available today. The Torah,
therefore, must have forbidden these species
for other reasons. Most commentators
explain that the Laws of Kashrut relate not to
the body, but rather, to the soul.

The Ramban explains that “all birds of prey
are impure and forbidden to us lest their
bloodthirstiness affect those who eat them.
This also explains the laws of forbidden
mammals, no animal with split hooves or that
chews its cud preys on others.” In a similar
vein, the Abarbanel writes that “the Divine
law is not concerned with physical therapy,
but with our spiritual wellbeing.” It therefore
forbade food which debases the purity of the
soul, the intellect, and the human
temperament and character. If you are what
you eat, then you certainly wouldn’t want to
eat any of these animals!

The Seforno points out that the Torah itself,
as a summary at the end of this chapter, states

“You are to sanctify yourselves and you shall
be holy, for I am holy. (Vayikrah / Lev. 11:45)”
According to the Torah the purpose of the
Laws of Kashrut is holiness, to separate and
elevate ourselves to the service of God. And
similarly, the Akeidat Yitzhak explains “that
we must live a life of discipline and accept
the yoke of Heaven by depriving ourselves of
things which we desire.” The Laws of Kashrut
are one of the Torah’s many prescriptions for
attaining holiness.

Rabbi Donin in To Be a Jew writes that the
ability to distinguish between right and
wrong, good and evil, the sacred and the
profane, is what it means to be Jewish. By
imposing rules on what you can and cannot
eat, it ingrains in us a type of self control
which requires us to learn to control one of
our most basic primal instincts – the act of
eating. Kashrut elevates the simple act of
eating and transforms it into a religious
experience.

The Laws of Kashrut serve as a constant
reminder of our dependence on God, whose
permission we need before helping ourselves

to anything that He created in this world. The
Chatam Sofer writes that the baseline
assumption of the Torah is that “we should
not eat any living beings. Therefore the Torah
specifically states ‘Speak to the Jewish People
saying: these are the animals of which you
may eat.’ This constitutes an innovation. Had
the Torah not specifically permitted these
species, we would have had to abstain from
all meat because the world and its contents
are not ours to do with as we please.”

Whether we explain the Laws of Kashrut as
either beneficial to the body or the soul, we
must always remember the only reason that
we can be absolutely sure of, and ultimately,
the only one that really matters.

This idea is poignantly expressed by Rabbi
Elazar ben Azarya in the following Midrash.
“One should not say: I dislike wearing
Shatnez (clothing made of a forbidden
mixture of wool and linen) or I dislike the
taste of pork; rather one should say, I crave
these but what can I do – my Father in
Heaven has forbidden them.”

Kosher 101
(Cont. from page 5.)

Perlov Stewart merges with Thompson Dorfman Sweatman
By BERNIE BELLAN

Within Winnipeg’s tight-knit legal community, most lawyers get to
know one another over time. And, while occasionally you hear of a
particular lawyer leaving one firm for another, in comparison with
other cities such as Calgary or Toronto, firms here tend to be relatively
consistent in terms of their composition.

Over the years there have been some notable mergers, among which
the most recent sizeable merger was between Buchwald Asper
Henteleff and Pitblado.

Now, you may ask, “Why is The Jewish Post & News even bothering
to report about a merger between law firms?” The answer, quite
simply, is that it is of keen interest to a great many of our readers.

Thus, when I was told that the firm of Perlov Stewart LLP was
merging with Thomspon Dorfman Sweatman LLP (TDS), I was
intrigued as to the reasons why. (I should preface my remarks by
saying that I’ve known David Perlov as a friend and as a lawyer for
almost 25 years, and I was surprised to hear that he was joining forces
with a much larger law firm.)

Rather than simply printing an announcement of the merger, I
decided it might be interesting to actually talk to David Perlov and
Don Douglas, who is the CEO and Managing Partner of TDS. I wanted
to understand more about the dynamics that led to this particular
merger - to go behind the scene, as it were.

In a one-hour discussion with Perlov and Douglas held on May 27,
I learned that the two men had actually been classmates at the
University of Manitoba Law School. Naturally, it was not surprising to
hear that they had maintained a close association over the years. But,
when one man has been used to being his own boss for over 35 years,
as David Perlov has been, it occurred to me that it must be akin to
changing life partners for someone in that position to join forces with
a firm that, as of June 1, will number 74 lawyers (growing to 78 once
four articling students, who are expected to join the firm as lawyers,
are called to the bar on June 17).

What I found, during the course of my conversation with Perlov and
Douglas, is that how the two firms came together was quite
inadvertent. According to Perlov, earlier this year he had occasion to
seek out one of the lawyers from TDS on a matter that required their
working together closely.

It was at that time that, Perlov says, he began to seriously
contemplate the notion of joining up with a larger firm. While he had
always enjoyed the advantages of maintaining a small firm, such as
practicing in a wide range of areas, including such diverse areas as
business, financial services, family and criminal law, creditor’s rights,
labour and employment, civil litigation, wills and estates, and the
purchase, sale and development of land, Perlov says that the pressures
of having to administer a firm with such far flung interests, in addition
to managing his own practice, had made the idea of concentrating
only on doing legal work seem much more attractive at this stage of
his career.

As for TDS’s interest in merging with Perlov Stewart, Douglas says
that he had always “admired the way David singlehandedly built a
practice.” Douglas went on to say that “David’s a very entrepreneurial

guy. That’s part of the attraction for our firm.”  

By merging with TDS, Perlov and the three other lawyers who made
up his firm: Allan Stewart, Peter Sim, and Gerald Ashcroft, will be
joining a firm that has over 120 years of history. TDS has, over the
years, developed a special expertise in areas of the law governing
Canadian business, employment, civil litigation, and administrative
law. In 2010 TDS was recognized nationally by Lexpert for the third
consecutive year as “the leading corporate law firm in Manitoba.”

I asked both men about the corporate culture at TDS, and whether
merging a small firm with a much larger one might lead to any
particular problems. Don Douglas’s response to that question was that
“the way this firm has evolved - it’s apolitical - there’s no politics here.
You can sit down with any of the partners here and talk over a
problem.”

For both David Perlov and Don Douglas, the biggest concern when
it came to merging the firms was potential conflicts, i.e. clients with
competing interests being represented by the same firm. Once it
became apparent that there weren’t any insurmountable conflicts, the
road was set for a merger. As of June 1, the practice of both firms will
be carried on under the combined name of Thompson Dorman
Sweatman LLP.

State Dept.: Proximity talks ‘constructive’
WASHINGTON (JTA) — The first round

of Israeli-Palestinian proximity talks were
“constructive,” the U.S. State Department
said. 

George Mitchell, the U.S. special envoy,
left the Middle East on May 20 after
completing a round of talks with Israeli
and Palestinian leaders, spokesman P.J.
Crowley said on the same day. 

“The talks were constructive and
reflected both parties’ commitments to
reach an agreement that realizes the goal
of two states and a more secure and
prosperous future for both peoples,” he
said, but did not elaborate. 

Proximity, or indirect, talks were launched earlier this month
under U.S. auspices. Israel had wanted direct talks; the Palestinians
resisted any talks until Israel instituted a complete freeze on
settlement building. 

The Obama administration wants the sides to acknowledge each
other’s compromises as a trust-building measure. U.S. officials have
called on the Palestinians to acknowledge Netanyahu’s partial
settlement freeze and on Israel to recognize Palestinian steps to stem
incitement. 

Mitchell’s back-and-forth to the region comes amid a flurry of
visits: Jeff Feltman, the assistant secretary of state, is in Jordan this
week, and Vice President Joe Biden is due in Egypt in the second
week of June. 

GEORGE MITCHELL,
U.S. special envoy



able to see the legacies of
those that lived their lives in
Poland.

By DENA STITZ
Day 2:

Today we went to the town of
Tykocin, a now almost vacant
looking town that was once
filled with a vibrant Jewish
community. Now the only
remainder of Jewish life is an
old synagogue that is kept up by one of the current residents of the
town. As we are on the bus on the way to visit the synagogue our
guide tells us to look at the first house on the right when we turn the
next corner. We all sit there in anticipation as to what might be so
special about this one house. We turn the corner and to our
disappointment we see that the house looks the same as all the ones
before it. Our guide tells us that the last time he was there the house
had a Magen David in the window. With the replacement of the
window we see some of the last signs of Jewish life disappearing in
Tykocin. Inside the synagogue I am overcome by how beautiful it is.
It is such a shame that it hasn’t been able to be properly used in such
a long time. We all dance around the main room to try and bring life
back into the synagogue, as we dance and sing we are reminded of
what Jewish life used to be like in Poland before the war.

Next we go to the Lopochowa forest where all the Jews from Tykocin
were brought to be killed. At first when we walk into the forest it looks
so peaceful and serene and none of us are too sure why we are here.
Then we get to a clearing in the trees and see three areas that have
been blocked off by fences. It is almost impossible to fathom all the
people who took their last steps and breaths here before being shot
into a pit filled with their dead family members and friends. 

By TALI MILLO
April 11th, 2010

Today we began the day with an approximately six hour long bus
ride from Warsaw to Krakow, where we were going to Auschwitz. On
the bus ride there I read my grandparent’s stories from the Holocaust,
as my grandmother survived Auschwitz. This already prepared me for
the mood of Auschwitz, but it made me proud to know that instead of
giving up, my grandparents fought for survival each and every day.

We arrived at Auschwitz and it was so surreal. I couldn’t believe that
I was stepping in the same place that my grandmother once had. It
was much smaller than I had imagined, and it was much more of a
museum than the actual camp. I would have preferred for it to be
more of the real thing, than the museums. The moment we walked
under the words “Arbeit Macht Frei” in the gates of Auschwitz, it really
hit me. We all knew when this trip began that this would be the day
that we would be visiting Auschwitz, but today was that day.

The weather was terrible, muddy and rainy which just made us think
about the fact that the people that were here during the Holocaust had
to live through this weather and much, much worse. We began by
touring outside, and then went inside of a few buildings. They all had
different types of museum “exhibits”. For example there were different
maps in the buildings, while others had material things such as cans
of Zyklon B, the chemical used in the gas chambers. We eventually
went through one building that had various belongings that had been
stripped from the Jews entering the camp. This was when most of us
broke down. For each suitcase, there was a person whose personal
items had been in there, and so evilly taken from them with no mercy.
Each shoe meant that someone had gone barefoot, as each pair of
glasses meant that someone was not able to see. Just the number of all
of these things put us all into disbelief. 
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Please join us for the rededication of the

Cyril “zeke” Marantz “Z’L” Manitoba
Jewish Athletes Wall of Honour

as we rededicate the wall in memory of 
Cyril Marantz and honour the new inductees in a

ceremony to take place on

Sunday, June 13, 2010
10:30 am

Rady Jewish Community Centre
123 Doncaster Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba

We look forward to having you join us.

Rady JCC Sports Wall of Fame Committee
Rady JCC Board of Directors

Wednesday, June 23, 2010 | Winnipeg Convention Centre

Contact: Graciela Najenson   Phone: (204) 477-7513  
123 Doncaster Street   Winnipeg, MB   R3N 2B3
Email: gnajenson@radyjcc.com   www.radyjcc.com    
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IN SUPPORT OF

Live auction, silent auction, 
rainbow auction and raffle with

incredible items and prizes to be won

March of the Living
(Cont. from page 13.)
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HEDY YURMAN (left)
Aleph Bet Child Enrichment Program

receiving award from
ROBYN AVERY, Aleph Bet Exec. Dir.

BOB BROWN
B’nai Brith Jewish Community Camp

receiving award from
CARRIE RANSBY, President

SHARON CHISVIN 
Camp Massad

receiving award from
IVY KOPSTEIN, co-chair (left)

and MIA ELFENBAUM, co-chair 

AL BENARROCH (left)
Gray Academy of Jewish Education

receiving award from
MARSHALL STITZ, President

SHEILA SPIGELMAN (left)
Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre

receiving award from
JUDY KAPLAN, President

GARY ALTMAN (left)
(standing in for wife PAM WENER)

Jewish Child & Family Service
receiving award from

SHAUN SHORE, President

SHARON ALLENTUCK
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg

receiving award from
BEN COHEN, President

BELLE MILLO (right)
Jewish Heritage Centre
receiving award from

LYNN ROSEMAN

DAVID BERKOWITS (right)
Rady Jewish Community Centre

receiving award from
ERIC SAWYER 

ELAINE PAUL 
Shalom Residences

receiving award from
JEFF KLASSER

LINDSAY SAWYER (left)
receiving Harry Silverberg

Leadership Development Award from
MARSHA COSMAN

BARRY SHENKAROW (right)
receiving Max and Mollie Shore

Memorial Award from
CHARLES SHORE

YUDE HENTELEFF (right)
receiving Sol Kanee Distinguished
Community Service Medal from

STEVEN KANEE

RICHARD BUCHWALD (right)
receiving Max Nathanson 

Young Leadership Award from
STEVEN KROFT
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of material that comes in that we cannot read.

delandes ad

Deadline for the
June 16 issue of

The Jewish Post & News
is noon

Friday, June 11

YUDASHA (YODY) FREEDMAN
(nee Molotsky)

Passed away peacefully after a brief illness with her
family at her side, May 14, 2010 at Seven Oaks General
Hospital at the age of 93.

She was predeceased by her loving husband Harvey,
and her brothers Hyman and Alexander. She lived a full
and wonderful life and will be lovingly remembered by
sons Norman (Leona), Gary (Dee), Alan (Brenda);
grandchildren Jeff (Cairn), Larry (Cheryle), Anita,
Brian (Krys), Amanda (Tony), David and Kevin; sis-
ter-in-law Lee Molotsky (Chicago), and brother-in-
law, Nathan Freedman; great grandchildren Jordan,
Cyra, Reese, Tamir, Rowan, Aric, Aiden, Taran, and
Liam, and many nieces and nephews.

Services were held Sunday May 16 at Congregation
Etz Chayim with interment at Hebrew Sick Benefit
Cemetery, with Rabbi Larry Lander and Cantor Tracy
Kasner Greaves officiating. Pallbearers and honorary
pallbearers were; Dr. Jeff Freedman, Larry Freedman,
David Freedman Amanda Freedman Tetrault, Barry
Freedman, Alan Molotsky, Hyman Molotsky, Earl
Standil, Tony Tetrault, Cheryle Freedman, Cairn
Moore-Freedman and Brian Perron. The family would
like to thank staff at Seven Oaks 4U12 for their kind
and compassionate care. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made in Mom’s name to Congregation Etz
Chayim 123 Matheson Ave Winnipeg, or to a charity
of your choice.

SADIE WOLFSON (nee Grad)
February 28, 1928-May 15, 2010

With heavy hearts we
announce the passing of
Sadie Wolfson at the age
of 82. Sadie will be
greatly missed and re-
membered by her hus-
band Mike Wolfson, chil-
dren Rick Wolfson
(Debbie), Elaine Wolfson
(John), Merril MacKay
(Rick), Shari Wolfson
(Ron), grandchildren
Michelle Angst (John),
Carly and Ben Wolfson,
Kyle, Lauren, and Kelli

MacKay, and Sarah, Matthew, and Crystal Harrison,
sister Sylvia Powell and brother Irving Grad(Dorothy)
of Vancouver, nieces, nephews, cousins & friends.

Sadie was born and raised in Vancouver before
moving to Winnipeg with Mike to begin the life they
shared for over 60 years. Mom was a devoted wife,
mother, and Baba and felt her greatest accomplishment
was her family. Her unconditional love, support and
encouragement was always there for us. Mom instilled
compassion in the rest of her family, and believed in
giving back to the community. For 25 years mom
delivered Meals on Wheels, and for over 45 years was
involved with B’nai Brith Women as a chapter presi-
dent and countless hours as a volunteer on many
committees. Mom received several awards of recogni-
tion for her outstanding fundraising contributions and
was active in all she loved until her rapid decline with
dementia over the last few years. Through mom’s
volunteer associations she fostered lifelong friend-
ships with an amazing group of women who left eternal
footprints in her heart.

The family looked forward to Friday night dinners
and they lovingly remember the meals prepared by
mom of chicken soup, gefilte fish, and apple sauce
served here and at Winnipeg Beach. Mom enjoyed her
weekly Mah Jong games, crossword puzzles, music,
opera, travelling, and bowling twice weekly in leagues,
where she always kept score and was acting Treasurer.
Mom was an accomplished seamstress and knitter, her
final project being personalized blankets for each child
and grandchild.

Mom loved the sun and the beach. Mom and dad
enjoyed many winters in Hawaii, Florida and Victoria
and made many new friends and memories. Summers
were spent at Winnipeg Beach where mom looked
forward to hosting the annual BBQ and sitting on the
deck waving, smiling and welcoming to all who came
by. We will cherish the memories of summers spent
growing up as children, we will miss mom but her
presence will live on within us.

Sadie will always be remembered for her smiling
face, gentle nature, and strong loyalty to her friends and
family. She was a genuine Lady. In mom’s last months
in hospital, though they did not know her as we once
did, she won the hearts of all who cared for her. Dad’s
unending devotion to caring for mom was an inspira-
tion to us. When mom was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s
and dad’s eyesight was weakening, he said to her “You
be my eyes and I’ll be your memory, and as long as
we’re together we’ll be fine”. Mom, we take comfort in
knowing you have gone to a place with no more pain
and all of your memories have returned. You will live
in our hearts forever.

Funeral services were held on Tuesday, May 18 at
Temple Shalom with interment at Shaarey Zedek Me-
morial Park. Pallbearers were Kyle MacKay, Ben
Wolfson, Matthew Harrison, Sam Sarbit, Joel Sarbit,
Jerome Avery.

If so desired, in lieu of flowers donations may be
made in Sadie’s name to the Alzeimer’s Society of
Manitoba or a charity of your choice.

ELANA PALAY
It is with great sadness

that we announce the
passing of Elana Palay
on Monday April 26 at
the age of 40.

Elana is survived by her
loving husband Michael,
step-children Josh, Zach,
and Sami, parents Zvi and
Ethel Dil, brother
Michael Dil, sister
Andrea Dil, in-laws Syd
and Pearl Palay, Linda
and Norman Gold,

Murray Palay and Ivy Kopstein, Andie and Noel Solo-
mon, aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, nephews, dear
friends, and colleagues.

Elana was born in Winnipeg on September 26, 1969
and attended Talmud Torah, Joseph Wolinsky Colle-
giate, and the University of Manitoba where she re-
ceived her Bachelor of Commerce (Honours) in mar-
keting in 1996. Upon graduation, she began her career
at MTS where she remained until her passing. She
loved her work and the people with whom she worked.

In 2005, Elana met Michael Palay and together with
his children they became a family. Elana and Michael
were married on September 2, 2007. Although their life
together was short it was filled with love and laughter.

Elana had a passion for travel and new experiences
having visited Israel numerous times, Europe, and
Russia. She was an active volunteer for Camp Massad,
Jewish Child and Family Service, Canadian Friends of
the Hebrew University, Jewish Foundation, and Jew-
ish Federation of Winnipeg.

Funeral service took place at Congregation Etz
Chayim on Thursday April 29 with burial at the He-
brew Sick Cemetery. Donations may be made to the
“Elana (Dil) Palay Leave More Than Memories Fund”
at The Jewish Foundation.

Elana touched people from all walks of life and had
a profound impact on those who knew her. She will be
greatly missed. Rest in Peace dear Elana.

LESLIE ANN LEVY
With great sadness we

announce the sudden
passing of our beloved
Leslie Ann Levy (nee
Corey) on April 26, 2010.

Devastated by our loss
are her husband Jeff and
son Matthew, and her
parents Nancy and Barry
Corey. She will be greatly
missed by her sister Janis
and her brother-in-law
Yoel Berznoger and
nieces Shoshana Fay and

Miriam Tova. Also left to mourn are her in-laws, Luise
and Murray Levy and Michelle and Jeremy.

Leslie was born on September 4, 1974. She went to
Torah Academy and graduated from Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate. She received her Bachelor of Education
degree from the University of Winnipeg, and her
degree in Speech and Language Pathology from the
University of North Dakota.

After graduation, Leslie moved to Hamilton for one
year and then to Toronto where she worked as a Speech
Language Pathologist for the Toronto District School
Board.

She loved her work, her colleagues and her friends,
but most of all she loved being with  her entire family.

Leslie moved from Winnipeg nine years ago, but the
best times of her life were the last six years she spent
with her beloved Jeff and Matthew.

Married July 17, 2005, Leslie and Jeff were ‘in sync
and inseparable’. Their beautiful son, Matthew Gregory,
was born October 12, 2008, and they could not have
been happier.

She was a sweet, warm and compassionate young
woman with a gentle disposition and heart of gold. She
was so patient and kind with the young children to
whom she taught piano in her home in Winnipeg.

Professionally, Leslie was caring and thoughtful and
often overcame her quiet nature to work on challenging
situations with unexpected inner strength to help ‘her
kids’.

The Memorial Book for Leslie is filled with heartfelt
messages from her friends, former classmates, mem-
bers of her Hadassah chapter, Babies/Moms/ & Music,
mommies and babies play groups, and of course, her
‘other family’… her colleagues at the Toronto District
School Board.

Of all the roles Leslie had – daughter, sister, aunt,
niece, cousin, friend and colleague – the one she
cherished the most was that of wife and mother. She is
so missed by all.

Donations may be made to The Leslie Ann Levy
Memorial Fund, c/o The Benjamin Foundation, 3429
Bathurst St. Toronto, Ontario M6A 2C3, (416) 780-
0324, www.benjamins.ca or to a charity of your choice.
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CONNIE MARGOLIS
September 4, 1914-May 5, 2010

Peacefully on May 5, 2010 surrounded by her family,
Connie Margolis passed away at the age of 95. Prede-
ceased by her husband Major Margolis, and her two
sons, Brian Margolis and Marshall Margolis. Connie is
survived by her daughter in law Zlota Margolis, grand-
children Billy (Christinne) Margolis, Scott (Marnie)
Margolis, Jill (Steven) Atnikov, Ari Margolis, Jeff
Margolis & Mira Margolis. She will be sadly missed by
her great grandchildren Ethan, Brooke, Lee & Andie.

Connie was a woman that would always be described
as “regal”. She was a beautiful woman who carried
herself with poise, class, and dignity her entire life. She
was an independent woman with an entrepreneurial
flair. From the time she was 16 years old, she worked
at Herman’s hat store and later went on to purchase the
store and run Connie’s hats for 5 years until she married
the love of her life in 1938 Major (Murray) Margolis.
Together they shared a wonderful life together for over
50 years.

Her main focus was always her family. She was the
matriarch of her family, ensuring strong values were
taught to her children, grandchildren, and great grand-
children and respect was given to all, no matter who
they were or where they came from. She was proud of
her family and the accomplishments that each of them
achieved yet was never one to boast. She was a wonder-
ful cook and hostess and loved nothing more than
having her children, grandchildren and great grand-
children surround her table for a wonderful Friday
night dinner.

Connie was able to maintain her poise and dignity in
the later years of her life with the help of her fabulous
companions, Christine, Rosie, Ivy, Shirline, Aurora,
Norma, Cecilia, Rita and Tess. The family would like
to thank all of you for the love and compassion each of
you showed to Connie. The family would also like to
thank the staff of the Simkin Center – specifically the
nurses and health care aides on Weinberg 3 as well as
Sara Reid from Simkin 2. A special thank you to Dr.
Jack Rusen and Lynne Fineman.

Services were held on May 7, 2010 with Rabbi Larry
Pinsker officiating. Pallbearers were her grandchildren
Billy Margolis, Scott Margolis, Jill & Steven Atnikov,
Ari Margolis, Jeff Margolis, and her nephews Ted
Solomon & David Solomon. Donations can be made in
Connie’s memory to the Alzheimer’s Society of Mani-
toba. We love you “White Grandma” and we will miss
you terribly.

Irving
Wexler

who passed away
March 1, 1956
18 days in Adar

Sipa
Wexler-Chafetz

who passed away
June 6, 1999

22 days in Sivan

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

3rd Yahrzeit

PEARL
SHUSTER

June 18, 2006
22 Days in Sivan

PHILIP
SHUSTER

May 12, 2007
24 Days in Iyar

—Remembered daily and sadly missed by Wendy, Alan, Laurie,
Jillian and family.

In Memoriam

DORIS KASS
who passed away

June 28, 1992
28 Days in Sivan

SAMUEL KASS
who passed away

June 27, 2000
24 Days in Sivan

Time goes by but the memories stay
Never more than a thought away
Lovingly remembered every day
No need for words except to say

Sadly missed, forever in our hearts
Your loving children & grandchildren

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear parents,
grandparents and great-grandparents

TYE ASPER
who passed away
June 25th, 1990
25 Days in Sivan

ROY ASPER
who passed away

June 2, 2002
22 Days in Sivan

Beautiful memories will always live in the hearts of those near and
dear to you.
— Your loving children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
nieces and nephews.

In loving memory of
HARRY AARON

BORODKIN
who passed away

June 24, 2000
21 Days in Sivan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

10th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

DANIEL
BUTLER
June 10 - 2001

Dear Danny,
Years keep adding up
Life goes on without you
but your are always
in our heart
- With love Annette, Nadine,
Pat,  Marc and future wife
Kristin, Liam and Danielle.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

KATIE
KIRSHNER

who passed away
June 7, 1995

9 Days in Sivan
— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by her nieces,
nephews and friends.

In loving memory of
JACK

KOFFMAN
who passed away

June 11, 1993
22 Days in Sivan

We will forever miss
the warmth of his smile,
the goodness of his heart,
and his unqualified love,
support and kindness.
We love and miss you.
— Your loving wife Toby,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SYDNEY
GOLUB

who passed away
May 27, 1991

14 Days in Sivan
— Lovingly remembered by
family and friends.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MARVIN
LEVINE

who passed away
June 14th, 1993

25 Days in Sivan, 5753
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
BEN MANDELL

who passed away
June 4, 1999

21 Days in Sivan 5759
— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

Deadline for
the

June 16 issue
of

The Jewish
Post & News is

noon
Friday,
June 11
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In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BARRY
DEVERE

who passed away

June 4, 2002
24 days in Sivan

You will always be
remembered in our thoughts

and forever in our hearts

With love - always

Your family

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
DIANA

(DINTZIE)
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
June 13, 1993

24 days in Sivan
— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by her family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SOLOMON

KNIGHT
who passed away

June 26, 1992
25 Days in Sivan

To live in the hearts
You have left behind
Is not to die.
—Loving you forever and
always. Your loving wife Rose,
Paul, Marcia and Ira, Alan
and Brenda, Joshua, Michael,
Sarah, Sean, Sara and Sal.

In loving memory of
SAM NEPON

who passed away
June 9, 1999

25 Days in Sivan
Sadly missed and always in
our hearts
— Forever  remembered  by
his loving wife Pearl, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

11th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LEONARD
REINHORN

who passed away
June 16, 2001

26 Days in Sivan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving wife
Myrna, children, and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

LEAH
SCHECHTER

who passed away
June 6, 2004

17 Days in Sivan 5764
— Always remembered by her
loving children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
EDWARD
COWAN

October 24, 1942 -
June 11, 2002

First day of Tamuz, 5762

With each passing day
You are always in our hearts
Gone too soon
But never forgotten

— Sadly missed by his wife,
children, Aunt and Uncle,
Family and Friends

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAMUEL DAVID

DREMAN
who passed away

June 22, 1974
3 Days in Tammuz

Your memory is your keepsake
From which we'll never part.
God has you in His keeping,
We have you in our heart.
—His loving children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and sister-in-
law.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MARCIA (MICKEY)

FLAXMAN
who passed away

June 10, 2003
— Lovingly remembered by
her sisters Clarice (Haika)
Switzer, Bernice (Bossy)
Milner, Marion Rothstein,
Eleanor Flaxman.

7th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,

father and grandfather
LEIBLE

HERSHFIELD
who passed away

June 18, 1999
4 days in Tamuz

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by his loving wife
Babe, children, grandchildren
and the many, many people
whose lives he touched.

In loving memory of
RUSSEL
KOWALL
who passed away

June 18, 1996
1st day in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our
beloved husband, father and

grandfather
NORMAN
LACHTER
who passed away

June 16, 1990
23 Days in Sivan

Loving memories will never die,
As years roll on and days go by,
Deep in our hearts a memory is
kept
Of the dear one we loved and
will never forget.
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Molly,
children and grandchildren.

PEARL
MANISHEN

who passed away
July 11, 1973

11 Days in Tammuz

In loving memory of
In Memoriam

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

JACOB
MANISHEN

who passed away
May 29, 1956

19 Days in Sivan

In Memoriam

IRENE VERIN
who passed away

June 28, 1987
1st day in Tammuz

WALTER VERIN
who passed away

July 19, 1995
21 days in Tammuz

In loving memory of

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
our dear father, grandfather

and great-grandfather
DAVID B.

MARGOLESE
who passed away

July 10, 1986
3 Days in Tammuz

—Sadly missed, never
forgotten by  children Phyllis,
Martin, Joel, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

24th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAMUEL
MEDOFF
who passed away

June 27, 1979
2 Days in Tammuz

—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by all of his family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
RAE MOGUL

who passed away
June 23, 1993

4 Days in Tammuz
A true woman of valor.
Loving memories will never die.
In our hearts forever.
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter Arline,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
VALERA SEGAL

who passed away
June 24, 2001

3 days in Tammuz
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family.

In Memoriam

9th Yahrzeit



Your Jewish Fairy Godmother is available to
anyone with a question about coping with
contemporary life. She’s clever. She’s wise.
She’s relentless. She cares. And she’s on your
side. Everybody needs one. 

Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:
I just got back from my great niece’s bat

mitzvah, and sharing a motel room with my
sister and my mother. Neither of us has had an easy relationship with
her. She is controlling beyond all stereotypes, takes 90% of the time
in any conversation, gets angry if you have any opinion other than
hers, even if it’s about your own life. We avoided overt emotional
collisions for three days, but then, on the ride to the airport, she

brought up something from fifty years ago!
Plus wanted me to admit I was wrong. She’s
85 and lost her second husband three years
ago. I want to be a good daughter for the rest
of her life, but I am angry at having to kowtow
every time I see or talk to her. Also deep down
I would like to be able to feel okay about her
after she dies (not likely to be anytime soon).
Still Angry

Dear Angry:
I’m assuming this story does not involve

abuse, merely over-control. Write your
mother a letter describing what you want your
relationship to be “from now on.” Have a
glass of wine and think deeply about every
nice thing you can say. Not that she has been
right about the past, but that you love her and
value her now. Say you know that she has
been frustrated about “issues” in the past. But
that trying to rake up stories that are not part
of your current reality leads only to sadness
and disappointment. Say you want to enjoy
“the rest of our time together.” The implicit
(note implicit not explicit) jangles of mortality
should get her attention.

Put your anger about her behavior to rest in
honor of a greater goal: trying to create a
better relationship and allowing each of you,
and your sister, to cherish the time you can
yet share. It may be disingenuous, but that’s
better than the alternative. Choose the high
road and you will be glad you did. PS – Wait
a day to reread and mail the letter. If it doesn’t
feel just a little over the top, start over. You are
stretching for her, and for your future feelings.
A few gracious white lies are okay.

Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:
I was married for twelve years to someone

with whom I was increasingly less in love. He
became diabetic. Not the kind who takes
good care of himself, but the kind who would
eat two bagels with cream cheese plus a
couple of Danish for breakfast. The idea of
caretaking someone who wasn’t taking care
of himself made me crazy. I have a sweet
tooth too, but not like that. One day ten years
ago I heard myself imagining what to do with
his life insurance money. I knew I had to get
a divorce. Today I saw him in the market. His
basket held two pounds of butter, cookies,
bread, and lots of processed foods. He told
me casually about his heart and kidney
problems. I told him good luck and fled. I
went home and got on the scale, and am
freaked out about my own health. I’m 30
pounds overweight. I don’t want to become
him.
Also Have High Blood Sugar

Dear High Blood Sugar:
Looking in the mirror of your past is a great

wake up call. So listen to what you’re being
told. Immediately take an inventory of your
life. Look at your daily schedule, when you
move your body, and what you put in your

mouth. Be careful to examine every aspect of your life, from the
mindless way you eat cookies at the office to what you buy in the
market. Pay attention to simple things like choosing the stairs instead
of an elevator. Don’t be in a rush. Take a week or two to really observe
and log your behavior. You don’t need to rush to change, but pay very
close attention.

Get your doctor to give you a checkup and support. Then decide
what changes you are willing to stick to. Don’t try to fix it all at once.
But decide on two things, one food and one exercise that you will do
daily for a month. If you screw up, do better the next day. Keep a log.
If you can commit to a plan like weight watchers, do it. But set your
baseline and watch yourself transform.

A Nosh of Jewish Wisdom: Character is shaped by deeds and habit.

www.YourJewishFairyGodmother.com: What does she do? What do
you need? Motivation, Inspiration, Support, Problem solving. Send
your questions to helen@yourjewishfairygodmother.com 
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For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

ASPHALT REPAIR
D.S.S. Driveway Sealcoat

Service
Asphalt Driveways & Lots

Asphalt over Cement
Sealcoating & Hot
rubberize crack fill

Landscaping & small
cement jobs

Free estimates
334-2024

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through us and

receive Air Miles

Esther Weinstein
Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: wein@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

WINNIPEG BEACH
Summer luxury!

Modern spacious 3 bdr.
cottage on a scenic lot, near
the Marina, a short walk from

beaches & town.
All the amenities of home.
Features incl. A/C, 4 pce.

bath, D/W, B-BQ, firepit, front
& back cedar decks & lrg.

screened sunroom.
 $800/wk.

Please call 771-9376

COTTAGE FOR RENT

CALL
WINNIPEG SALVAGE &

WASTE
for all your junk removal

needs.
952-1455

JUNK REMOVAL

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S Rosh Pina Coop
133 Matheson
Park like setting
elevator, balcony

all utilities inc. with rent
3 rm (1 bed)

Rent $655.00

Astroid Mgt.
338-4671   Ext. 2227

Advertise  in
The Jewish Post & News

Call 694-3332
for information.

WANTED TO RENT

Cottage in Winnipeg
Beach/Gimli

for the month of July
Cheryl 791-9698

APTS FOR RENT

FOR RENT

Lakefront cottage
Winnipeg Beach

Sandy beach fronting cottage
Month of July $825.-/week

Call 896-9050
Lakeside cottage

Gimli, Loni Beach, August 8-23
3 bdrm, sleeps 7 & pull outs

Fully equipped exep. d/w & laundry
Bring clothes & food. $1000.week

Call Gloria 942-1766

LAKEFRONT COTTAGE IN GIMLI
Fully equipped - 4 bdrms, family room.

Available June 25 to Aug. 6
 $1250 per week.

Phone Earl 227-8797

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
HERSCH
ZENTNER
who passed away

June 11, 2002
2nd Day of Tamuz

“And when my journey takes
me to the end of  the road of life,
Beyond time's hidden bend,
I hope my fellow travelers
can say with truthful hearts
– a good man passed this way”
—Forever loved and
remembered by your wife
Lillian, daughters Pam and
Ali, son-in-law Jason,
grandson Jonah, relatives
and friends.

In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MEYER L.
RUDELIER
who passed away

June 17, 1988
2nd day in Tammuz

—Lovingly remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

By

THE JEWISH 
FAIRYGODMOTHER

Ask Your Jewish Fairy Godmother 
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Around 52 of Winnipeg’s Holocaust survivors
and their families gathered on Sunday, May 30,
2010 for a celebration of their lives.

“Preserving Memory and Celebrating Life”, a
luncheon put on by the B’nai Brith Manitoba
Jewish/Christian Roundtable, happened at the
Fairmont Hotel to honour those who are
survivors of the Holocaust.

“Today is about our survivors… To honour
them in their achievements for what they did for our community,” said
Earl Barish, the chairman of the executive board of B’nai Brith Canada,
in his opening remarks.

The luncheon also featured a candle lighting ceremony, as well as a
vocal performance by the Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble.  The real
highlight of the event, however, was the touching story by Felix
Opatowski, a Holocaust survivor who endured six concentration camps
and was involved in the prisoner uprising that destroyed Crematorium IV.

“Every time when I make a speech about the Holocaust, when I finish
the speech I get a little bit sad.  I feel that I have to talk about it because
every survivor, when they write something about their life the most
important thing is that they are still alive,” said Opatowski, who
chronicled his story in the DVD, “Following in Felix’s Footsteps – A Hero
of the Holocaust”, the trailer of which was shown during the luncheon.

Opatowski, who will be 86 next month, is releasing a novel in 2011
called October 7, 1944, which tells his story of being captured, tortured,
and his involvement in the uprising.  He hopes his novel will still have
an impact on future generations.

“One hundred years from now, when the survivors are all gone, their
stories will still exist…  I hope that when I’m gone that people won’t just
think that the book is just a novel,” said Opatowski.

Eileen Monkman, a teacher at Lord Selkirk Regional Comprehensive
Secondary School, frequently works with B’nai Brith Canada for
Holocaust programs.  She, as well as two of her students and two
aboriginal teachers from a northern reserve, travelled with Opatowski on
a private trip called “Following in Felix’s Footsteps”, which consisted of
only 13 people, who were dear friends of Opatowski’s.  

Monkman says that she only had 45 days notice, but the opportunity
to go was a once-in-a-lifetime chance.

“I learned that you can only learn a small piece from a book on what
happened in the Holocaust,” said Monkman.  “To travel with a
Holocaust survivor and see what happened [was something that you
can’t pass up].”

The trip took the group to many concentration camps; however, the
Mauthausen-Gusen concentration camp stood out to Monkman the
most because of the fact that most of it is still intact.

“I remember seeing a picture in a book and there were these five
people standing in lines with cement on their shoulders.  I can not
imagine that, and for me to stand with Felix and for him to have been
there and he survived when so many didn’t… if you survived one day, it
was a miracle,” said Monkman, holding back tears. 

Even though Monkman herself isn’t Jewish, in her heart she says she is.
Fresh upon her third trip back from Israel, Monkman thought it was an
honour to be in the same room with so many heroes.

“It was very special, I’ve never been in a room this big with survivors.
And not just survivors, but with the Jewish community.  They are the
foundation, not only did they endure [the Holocaust], when they
settled [in Israel] they were the foundation for that area… To be part
of the celebration, that was special,” said Monkman.

B’nai Brith holds interfaith luncheon
honouring Holocaust survivors

BELLE MILLO lights the candles at special ceremony.

By

SHAYNA WIWIERSKI


