
By KAREN
BURSHTEIN

The photo,
already icon-
ic, shows two

guys in rolled up shirt sleeves, enjoying a din-
ner out, just two buddies catching up. Except
that they were Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
and Barack Obama and their dinner, which
took place June 6 in Montreal, broke the inter-
net. Trudeau took the former US president to
Liverpool House in Montreal when Obama
was in town giving a speech to the Montreal
Board of Trade on June 6.

Naturally, the Twitter sphere was disseminat-
ing the photo from every angle. For some, the
photo of Obama and Trudeau generated an
aching nostalgia for a very near past, one in
which political leaders engaged in productive
conversation, and not talk about grabbing
someone’s you know what or climate change
denial.

For others it was a just a cool photo of a sto-
ried bromance. Foodies, on the other hand,
were only interested in what they ate. (More
like what didn’t they eat, when the full and
copious menu was revealed.) 

Liverpool House is a renowned Montreal
restaurant with solid hipster credentials in the
city’s gentrifying Little Burgundy neighbour-
hood. It’s co-owned by Allison Cunningham,
and star chefs Frédéric Morin and David
McMillan - who also own the equally popular
Joe Beef restaurant. For Montrealers, there
was pride that this Twitter-trending moment
took place in their city, and just the right
amount of blasé that the world was, for an
evening, focused on a couple of people doing
what so many do every night in Montreal: hav-
ing a great meal out.

But Winnipeggers can claim a share of the
story. Liverpool House’s chef de cuisine, the
guy who cooked Trudeau and Obama’s meal,
is Ariel Schor, a former Winnipegger, and a
2002 graduate of Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate. 

Schor was born in Buenos Aires, and immi-
grated with his parent, Eduardo and Monica,
and his brother Pablo to Winnipeg in 1997.
After graduating from Joseph Wolinsky, he
studied Culinary Arts at Red River, then-
worked around Winnipeg restaurants, most

By MYRON LOVE
David Matas has devoted his life to the

defense of human rights worldwide. For his
efforts, he has received numerous honours,
including: the Governor-General’s
Confederation Medal, appointment to the Order
of Canada, the 2009 Human Rights Award from
the German-based International Society for
Human Rights, and a nomination for the 2010
Nobel Peace Prize.

On Thursday, June 8, the 73-year-old
Winnipegger was recognized yet again – with
the Mahatma Gandhi Peace Award, which was
presented to Matas (and business leader Art
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This is not fake news - but this is a very, very important story!

What could these two men have been con-
spiring about when they met in Montreal
for dinner on June 6? 

Former Winnipegger Ariel Schor, a 2002
graduate of Joseph Wolinksy Collegiate (the
one with the beard) “is the guy who cooked
Trudeau and Obama’s meal”.

David Matas receives Mahatma Gandhi Peace Award

Continued on page 20. See “David Matas”.Continued on page 7. See “Ariel Schor”.

DAVID MATAS holding the Mahatma
Ghandi Peace Award, presented to him on
June 8
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By HOLLY HARRIS 

The Sarah Sommer Chai Folk
Ensemble whisked a sold out audi-
ence down ancient roads when it

offered its latest production celebrating life,
Wednesday, June 7th at the Royal Manitoba
Theatre Centre. 

The evening notably honoured esteemed
Winnipeg philanthropists and community
leaders, wife and husband Ahava Halpern
and Frank Lavitt, with the diverse program’s
melting pot of Israeli, North African, and
Eastern European song and dance commem-
orating the 50th anniversary of the reunifica-
tion of Jerusalem. 

“Everyone who knows Ahava and Frank
well knows that giving back to the communi-
ty is a huge part of who they are, and their gen-
erosity, both individually and as a couple is perhaps their most marked
characteristic,” staid Chai president Sadira Garfinkel, following a video
tribute featuring the couple’s friends, family and community members,
who also spoke of their “kind and generous souls, dedication and passion
for Israeli dance,”  “incredible commitment to the Jewish community, and
much larger communities of this city, province and country.” Garfinkel also
noted that this year’s fundraising campaign successfully raised an unprece-
dented $300,000. 

A clearly moved Halpern, a Chai alumna who performed with the group
during the early 1980s as well as its 50th Anniversary Reunion Concert in
June 2014, responded in kind: “Chai is one of the voices of our Jewish
community, and a part of Winnipeg’s artistic cultural community. Chai is a
voice of our Jewish culture, past, present and future. Chai has matured over
time in my era, and I can honestly say that the Chai of today is the Chai that
we aspired it to be. It is like we have watched a child grow.” 

The show kicked off with a bang - as well as electrifying strobe lights –
with audience favourite “Heyaw” inspired by the “spirit of faraway vil-
lages” in Morocco and Yemen. One never tires of this rousing number, per-
formed with gusto every summer at Folklorama’s Israeli Pavilion “Shalom
Square.” A few minor balance issues between the Chai’s renowned five-
piece live orchestra and ten vocalists (including Chai artistic director/music
director David Vamos and bass player Braden Ganetsky) quickly resolved.
Ringer David Greaves also stepped in for the first piece. 

This year’s production, directed by John Loewen with co-dance directors
Illana Minuk and Hadera Short, featured three world premieres by a total
of four guest choreographers. Chai’s inaugural original musical commis-
sion, “The Wisdom Bird” composed by assistant music director/guitarist
Jesse Popeski was inspired by a short story by the late Sheldon “Obie”
Oberman, telling the tale of Solomon, Sheba and the hoopae bird that
teaches them wisdom. The highly imagistic work, choreographed by
Madeleine Kettner Baisburd, featured storms of “birds,” fueled by thun-
dering drums, with magical lighting effects evoking shifting desert sands.
The piece finally erupted into a hora, including Vamos’ compelling vocal
solo. 

A second premiere, “The Space Between Us”, choreographed by Elan
Marchinko, easily became the most dramatic work of the night. It also
included a live string quartet with added percussion. Its dreamlike atmos-
phere spoke to memory, love and loss as a tribute to those who have gone
before, with Marchinko’s eloquent movement vocabulary capped with an
ambiguous open ending. 

“Ode Le”eli: A Tribute to Ofra Haza”, by Mexican-born dance artist
Rebeca Shamah, paid homage to the beloved Israeli singer, a.k.a. the
“Israeli Madonna”, who died tragically at age 42 in 2000. Inspired by
ancient Yemenite songs, the evocative piece also gave a nod to the artist
whose music has played a pivotal role in Chai’s repertoire since the 1990s,
with Shamah’s percussive choreography accompanied by the troupe’s pow-
erhouse female singers. 

Another highlight was “Rejoice with Jerusalem!”, featuring a trio of
beloved Israeli songs arranged by Vamos. The jubilant piece including:
“Kol Ha’Olam,” “Bashanah HaBa’ah” and “Sisu Et Yerushalaim” depict-
ed the “fragility of life” before building to a full-out celebration of
Jerusalem’s spirit “passed down from generation to generation.” 

This year also featured  Chai’s Yona Children’s Choir, which recently
performed at the Jewish National Fund Manitoban/Saskatchewan Region
Negev Gala. The chorus of 14 sweet-voiced children, led by the incompa-
rable Lina Streltsov, performed “Ani Oleh Liyerushalim,” - a medley of
songs dedicated to Jerusalem, including “Yerushalayim Shel Zahav”, that
made more than a few eyes misty. 

We were also taken back to our “Dreams of the Shtetl,” first making a
stop along the way courtesy of Chai vocal sirector Sarah Sommer (name-
sake granddaughter of the troupe’s founder), joined by Ilana Shapera and
Aleksandra Smolyaninov. The trio morphed into The Andrew Sisters to

perform Yiddish songs “Bei Mir Bistu Shein” and
“Chiribim Chiribom,” complete with nifty choreography
and 1940s frocks. This led to a driving klezmer dance num-
ber, punctuated by plenty of shimmies and loud “hey’s!” A
later performance of Sommer’s gorgeous a cappella “Erev
Shel Shoshanim (Evening of Roses)”, sung with tightly knit
harmonies proved her chops as a gifted arranger. 

The concert also featured Chai dancer/musician Ariel
Posen’s lovely, lilting arrangement of “Kama Kodosh
(How Holy)” that gave the dancers a chance to breathe – lit-
erally. Projected video introductions provided effective
“live” program notes for each selection, albeit background
music behind each speaker became a distraction. 

Finally, on our travels we encountered the Jews of
Kurdistan, with the fiery number “Machol Kurdi (Kurdish
Dance),” as well as sampling Mediterranean and Balkan
traditions during “Rhythms of the Four Seas” by fourth
guest choreographer Sam Manchulenko. “Chasidah (The

Stork)” closed the program, chronicling the journey of Ethopian Jewry dur-
ing Operation Solomon, which led that people’s returning back to the land
of Israel. 

In the Chai tradition, the nearly 150-minute production (including inter-
mission) ended with “Hava Netseh B’machol” and “Heveinu Shalom
Aleichem.” And, when two dancers pull out the Israeli flags during the final
moments, 787 hearts in the house that night burst with pride. As expected,
the crowd leapt to their feet with a rousing standing ovation at the end,
clearly inspired for the new journeys that lie ahead. 

Holly Harris has served as the Winnipeg Free Press’ classical
music/dance/opera reviewer for 13 years. She also writes regularly for
Dance International (Vancouver) and The Dance Current (Toronto). In her
next lifetime, she will be a Chai dancer. 

Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble honours Frank Lavitt 
& Ahava Halpern in sold-out performance: “Ancient Roads”

UK Sephardi leader seeks to quell furor over 
his remarks on homosexuality

(JTA) – The United Kingdom’s top Sephardi
rabbi said he has “stepped aside from the day-
to-day activity” of the country’s Sephardi rab-
binical court amid a furor over his positive
statements about homosexuality.

Joseph Dweck, who serves as senior rabbi at
London’s S&P Sephardi Community, came
under fire after saying at a lecture last month
that societal acceptance of homosexuality is a
“fantastic development” because it opened the
door for a more loving society.

In the 90-minute lecture, given at the Ner
Yisrael synagogue in Hendon, Dweck empha-
sized that homosexual acts are forbidden by
Torah, but that the growing tolerance for fem-
inism and homosexuality had residual benefits for society at large.

“[W]e have to see ultimately how it is we deal with it in terms of Torah
and society,” he said. “If we do not hang our prejudices at the door when
we deal with it, and don’t look at Torah as it is and what it is saying to
us, and stop with the insane bigotry and prejudice we’ve got, we will be
on the out and society will move forward because [God] doesn’t wait for
anybody. He is taking His world into love.”

The rabbi still has the “full support” of his synagogue board and mem-
bership, S&P President Sabah Zubaida said in a statement. Zubaida said
“a great deal of the criticism has been based on misunderstandings, some
deliberate and some not.” He also said that Dweck “accepts that some of
the criticism is justified and needs to be addressed within the wider rab-
binical world.”

One of the British Orthodox community’s most influential figures,
Rabbi Shraga Feivel Zimmerman of Gateshead, said in a message to fel-
low rabbis that Dweck “is not fit to serve as a rabbi,” the London-based
Jewish Chronicle reported.

Zimmerman also said that after listening to recordings of past Dweck
lectures, “it is clear he is not equipped to rule on halachah, due to his lim-
ited knowledge, weak halachic reasoning skills and lack of training.”

British Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis said Wednesday that he is con-
cerned “about the public fallout from the dispute concerning Rabbi
Joseph Dweck, which has been deeply divisive and damaging for our
community.”

Mirvis said that Dweck must be “given the opportunity to address all
matters directly” and that the Sephardic community “must try to do this
away from the glare of publicity which has already proved so harmful.”

“I call on all concerned to approach this issue with all due sensitivity
and dignity, and to exercise responsible leadership in the best interests of
the Jewish community.”

photo credit: Jordan Nepon Photography

Rabbi Joseph Dweck
criticized for positive

statements about
homosexuality
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Scenes from the Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble performing 
June 7 at the Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre (all photos courtesy of Jordan Nepon Photography)



I
n my last Short Takes column (June 7) I
mentioned that I was hoping to report soon
on the formation of a new Jewish business

network. I’m now glad to report that plans are
proceeding apace and that the Rady JCC will be
throwing its full weight behind the formation of
this new group.

On Wednesday, July 26, from 7:00 – 8:30 pm
in either the Multipurpose Room or the garden area of the Asper Campus
(depending on the weather) anyone interested in coming out to find out
more about this new group is invited to attend. Julia Kramskoy, who is the
newcomer outreach coordinator at the Rady JCC, is serving as the central
contact person for the new group. Julia will be sending out invitations to
prospective members. In the meantime, if you would be interested in
attending the initial meeting you could let Julia know by contacting her at
jkramskoy@radyjcc.com, so that she could have an idea how many people
might be coming.

Why form a new Jewish business network? I can think of at least three
previous attempts within the past ten years to get something like this off the
ground, and while each time there was an initial burst of interest, in all
cases that interest petered out after a while.

Each time though we would write something about the attempt to create
some sort of business network in the paper – and my curiosity would be
piqued. Two of the problems that seem to have arisen each time someone
would attempt to get some sort of business network going were: It takes
quite a bit of time and effort to keep something like this going – organiz-
ing meetings, contacting members, sometimes arranging venues, bringing
in speakers and so on, and, as is the case with so many other organizations,
if it’s left to volunteers to do that sort of work eventually it simply becomes
too burdensome.

The second impediment to sustaining a Jewish business network is the
need for a constant infusion of new blood. When I’ve looked back at pre-
vious stories we’ve had in this paper about putative attempts to create a
business network, many of those stories have mentioned names of individ-
uals who belonged to whichever group it was that was formed, but I won-
der how many of those same individuals maintained their interest? 

I’ve spoken with Brian Scharfstein, who’s a former president of the
Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce, and who’s long maintained an interest
in creating something like a Jewish Chamber of Commerce about what it
would take to really sustain any sort of Jewish business network and he’s
stressed the importance of having experienced businesspeople mentor less
experienced ones.

That’s one of the reasons that I thought it quite important to involve the
Rady JCC in this attempt to organize a new business network. The Rady

JCC has been quite suc-
cessful in reaching out
to newcomers to the
community, both by
inviting those newcom-
ers to join the Rady
JCC and, in certain
cases, actually reaching
out to newcomers in
areas of the city where
they have moved, but
which may be quite far
from the Rady JCC,  by
bringing programming
to them.

As is the case with
newcomers to any city,
establishing networks
outside of their existing
circle of acquaintances
can be challenging.
When I spoke with Gail
Waxman and Julia
Kramskoy about what I
thought this business
network should entail,
however, I stressed that
it shouldn’t be per-
ceived as a forum for
job seekers. It should
be limited to individu-
als who are either self-

employed or are employed by a business and might want to network with
other individuals. Of course, one of the desired outcomes would be that
employers who are looking for certain skill sets or services would be able
to hook up with others who might offer what they’re looking for, but in the
meantime the possibility it could also encourage newcomers and younger
members of the community the opportunity to mix with individuals who
have been here for some time and who have established themselves in busi-
ness would, in and of itself, be a very worthwhile outcome.

Turning to some other subjects, there is always something interesting
going on in our community. Recently I’ve had the pleasure of hearing two
gifted musicians playing their respective instruments in different syna-
gogues: Sonia Shklarov, who we profiled in our last issue, and who is a vio-
linist with the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra; and -  in this week’s issue,
Alyssa Cohen, who is an award-winning classical guitarist. 

Usually it’s the prolific Myron Love who introduces us to new talent
within the community. As much as anyone I look forward to reading
Myron’s columns to find out something the seemingly endless list of indi-
viduals in our community who have made their marks in different areas. I
often joke with people I meet that eventually everyone in our Jewish com-
munity is bound to be mentioned at one time or another in Myron’s column.
It’s a credit to Myron’s reputation that so many people contact him, asking
him to include something either about themselves or someone else they
know in his column. Not too long ago we were trying to figure out when
Myron started writing for the paper. It was over 35 years ago. Only the ven-
erable Harvey Rosen exceeds Myron’s tenure with the paper. At one time
Myron was writing for over 60 different publications but, as is the case
with many print journalists, the number of publications that have disap-
peared in recent years has cut down the workload of a freelancer such as
Myron by a huge amount. Luckily, Myron and Harvey always find some-
thing fresh to write about – which is by no means an easy challenge for any
writer.

As much as I enjoy reading Myron’s stuff, by now if you didn’t know that
Myron and I have quite different viewpoints on many subjects, especially
when it comes to Israel and its relations with Palestinians, you haven’t been
reading this paper. Still, I think it important to offer contrasting opinions
and Myron’s op-ed pieces have become a mainstay of the paper.

Of late I’ve been shying away from writing much myself about Israel and
its continued occupation of the West Bank. I’ll never come to terms with
referring to that area as Judea and Samaria. Regardless where you stand on
the issue of Israel continuing to control the West Bank – and I’m not naïve
as to the impossibility of achieving any sort of peace with the Palestinian
leadership as it’s presently constructed, I cannot accept the notion that
Israel has a right to control the lives of over 3 1/2 million Palestinians who
live on the West Bank in perpetuity.

In our next issue I’m hoping to report on an event that we’ll actually be
hosting in our own home, which is an interactive session being
livestreamed from Toronto by the New Israel Fund of Canada, and which
will feature a former head of the Shin Bet and a rabbi with an Israeli human
rights organization, speaking on Israel’s continued occupation of the West
Bank.

In the past my wife and I have hosted meetings of Winnipeg Friends of
Israel, which is a group far more interested in promoting a positive image
of Israel than it is in criticizing that country. Still, I like to think that there
are many others who read this paper and who are interested in reading –
and hearing about – a wide variety of views about Israel. I include among
my friends individuals who would probably be considered pariahs by oth-
ers in the community, including members of Independent Jewish Voices.
Those individuals are often quite thoughtful and hardly need to be margin-
alized the way they often are by the Jewish establishment. When it comes
to a reasoned critique of Israeli government policies in so many areas I
count the New Israel Fund as being among the most articulate dissenting
voices when it comes to giving unquestioned support for Israel.

Short Takes
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

To the Editor:
Professor Alan Levy perpetuates the myth of private Palestinian land.The

land which Palestinians now claim as owned them was either leased from
the occupying power during the Mandate period or simply used by way of
squatting. The land was never purchased and always remained state-owned
during the Ottoman, British and Jordanian occupations. The same i.e. state
ownership, applies in today's current circumstances.

Falsely accusing Israel of stealing private Palestinian land feeds anti-
Israel propaganda and contributes to the effort on the part of Israel's detrac-
tors to demonize and delegitimize Israel.
Mel Fogel
Toronto, ON

LETTER
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Canadian blogger of Arab origin celebrates
50th anniversary of Six-Day War

By MYRON LOVE
Fred Maroun is a Lebanese-Canadian who blogs for the Jerusalem Post. In

an entry he wrote on June 4, he expressed an interesting point of view on
Israel’s convincing victory in the Six-Day War, whose 50th anniversary has
just recently been commemorated. 

In his comments, he noted that he celebrates with his Jewish friends the out-
come of the conflict. At the same time, though, he has very harsh words for his
fellow Arabs who continue to oppose the State of Israel.

“I am happy for my Jewish friends,” he wrote, “but at the same time, as an
Arab, I am embarrassed. I am not embarrassed that we lost. We deserved to
lose, and I cannot even think of the massacres that may have ensued if we won.
I am embarrassed that we started the war in the first place. An unnecessary war
that followed 19 years after another unnecessary war that we also lost.”

In the same vein, he continues. “I am embarrassed that we let hatred drive
our decision to go to war. I am embarrassed that we did not take Israel’s offer
right after the war to make peace in exchange for land. I am embarrassed that
since then, Egypt’s and Jordan’s realization of the foolishness of war was not
matched by the rest of the Arab world, particularly my own country of
Lebanon.

“I am embarrassed that we never made a single credible comprehensive offer
of peace to Israel. I am embarrassed that still today, 69 years after our first war
against Israel, we still use the Palestinians as pawns in our war of hatred.

“I am embarrassed that instead of denouncing the hatred, much of the world
has joined with us in attacking the Jews’ right to self-determination.

“I am embarrassed that I, and the few other Arabs who stand up to hatred,
cannot do much more than speak up, and that we have not moved to action
even our fellow Arabs who live comfortably in the West.

“I am embarrassed as a citizen of the West because we pay lip service to
Israel but we cannot provide substantial support to Israel, for example against
the Arab attempts to rewrite the past and erase the Jewish history of Jerusalem.

“I am embarrassed that we in the West are too beholden to Arab dictators to
even take the symbolic step of recognizing that Jerusalem is an indivisible part
of Israel.

“I am embarrassed to ethnically belong to a group that thrives on hatred and

JCFS responds to criticisms:
Dear Bernie,
We are writing in response to a letter by Richard and Ursula

Ditchburn that you published in your June 7, 2017 edition.
The writers say that they “are aware of some appalling incidents”

about Jewish Child and Family Service and go on to say that “JCFS
tries to pretend that it is there for the protection of children when, in
reality, the opposite can be true.”

Fortunately for members of the Jewish community, and indeed all
Manitobans, there is a well-defined child and family services (CFS)
system and sanctioned bodies to which people can express concerns or
complaints about how specific cases have been handled by any child
welfare agency, including JCFS. We encourage any party to one of our
cases who has a concern to first raise it with us directly. In the event that
this is not satisfactory, there are other options available. 

We specifically point members of the community to the General
Child and Family Services Authority, the body that has oversight over
JCFS’s child welfare program and to which JCFS is accountable. On
the General Authority’s website (http://www.generalauthority.ca/youth)
there is a “Concerns & Inquiries” section that will provide additional
information. 

Another way to express a concern about a specific case is to contact
the Office of the Children’s Advocate (http://www.childrensadvo-
cate.mb.ca/). The Children’s Advocate says that: “Anyone with con-
cerns about the services a young person is or is not receiving under the
Child and Family Services Act or Adoption Act can contact us.” You do
not need to be a party to a case to contact the Children’s Advocate. 

Concerned parties can also contact the Manitoba Child and Family
Services Division of the Manitoba Department of Families. People
wanting additional information about this process or other background
on the CFS system in Manitoba are urged to visit
https://www.gov.mb.ca/fs/childfam/index.html. 

Bernie, we hope these resources are helpful to you and to communi-
ty members who wish to either seek assistance or who have concerns
about specific cases. We believe the system to be robust; we believe that
the system offers appropriate internal and external checks and balances
for agencies, and effective means by which people can lodge a com-
plaint. If there were a Jewish Community Ombudsperson in place, as
you would like to see, we would cooperate to the extent permitted by
law, which strictly and zealously protects the confidentiality and priva-
cy of families. To be clear, when it comes to child welfare in Manitoba,
the Province is the legislating body. It empowers four culturally-based
CFS Authorities - two First Nations (North and South), Métis, and
General - for ensuring the oversight and delivery of child and family
services through the agencies and/or service regions under their respec-
tive cultural and/or geographic jurisdiction.

As Mr. and Mrs. Ditchburn’s letter demonstrates, child welfare is an
emotional subject. Our Child Welfare department works with families
during times when the safety and well-being of their children have been
questioned. These are times of tension, struggle, and stress and, yes,
there can often be disagreement. 

As a provincially mandated CFS agency, we cannot act based on
emotion. JCFS – and indeed all mandated CFS agencies in Manitoba –
act based on evidence gathered through investigation, best practice, and
the law. That is how we serve our community; that is how we fulfil our
mandate. Our goal is always to build bridges with families and to
engage them in arriving at optimal collaborative solutions for keeping
their children safe. 

That all said, if you, Mr. and Mrs. Ditchburn, or any member of the
community believes that we have acted inappropriately on a specific
case, we urge you to contact us or the bodies identified above.

Al Benarroch 
JCFS Executive Director

LETTERS

Danita Aziza
President, JCFS Board of Directors

Think twice about what Chabad stands for
Re: Joanne Seiff, “Five myths about Chabad”, JP&N June 7, 2017, p.

17 
Joanne Seif rightly praises the kindness and selfless dedication of the

Altein family and other local representatives of Chabad-Lubavitch.
Nevertheless there are real issues about Chabad’s impact on the Jewish
community in Winnipeg and elsewhere. 

Most North American congregations work on a membership model.
Members pay dues (usually on a sliding scale geared to income) and have
a say in how the congregation is run. Chabad congregations do not have
members in this sense. They rely on external fundraising, and decisions
are made from the top down. 

This makes for an odd symbiosis between declining Jewish involve-
ment and the popularity of Chabad. Rather than becoming a member of a
synagogue, implying some Jewish commitment, you can just “go to
Chabad”. Also, while not paying dues has obvious attractions, those of us
who value democratic decision-making should think twice before choos-
ing Chabad over another congregation. 

Meanwhile, those considering getting more involved with Chabad, or
donating, might want to think about what the movement stands for. As
Joanne wrote, our community values diversity, but Chabad rejects most
forms of Judaism. It is true that all Jewish individuals are welcomed – at
least those who are Jews by Orthodox definition. But in Chabad belief,
only Orthodox Judaism is Judaism, and only Chabad-Lubavitch has real-
ly got it right. This is why Chabad typically, as in Winnipeg, does not par-
ticipate in pluralistic Jewish events such as Limmud or the community
Shavuot program. Further, Chabad teaches that there is a vast gulf
between Jews (by Orthodox definition) and their Gentile neighbours,
friends, or family members: Jews are immeasurably superior, with a
divine soul which other people lack. 

Also, our increasingly LGBT-friendly Jewish community – whose Tel
Aviv float won “best in parade” at Winnipeg Pride – should be aware that
Chabad does not have a tolerant attitude toward homosexuality, and is not
welcoming of trans Jews. Our Modern Orthodox congregation, Adas
Yeshurun-Herzlia, has a much better track record. 

From its roots as a rather intellectual and mystical branch of Hasidism,
Chabad-Lubavitch has developed into a particularly savvy and success-
ful Jewish movement. The friendliness and communication skills of
Chabad representatives may obscure some uncomfortable aspects of this
form of Judaism. Winnipeg’s Jewish community indeed benefits from the
gifts that Chabad offers, but it would be wise not to embrace these gifts,
and the movement that offers them, unconditionally. 
Sincerely, 
Justin Jaron Lewis 

Rady Sports Dinner and Teemu Selanne
Dear Mr. Editor:
I read with interest the report in The Jewish Post &  News of the Rady

Sports Dinner and its guest of honour, Teemu Selanne. 
As I recall, one of the largely unwritten and unspoken reasons for

trading Selanne from the Winnipeg Jets to the Anaheim Mighty Ducks
in February, 1996, was that ”his knees were shot”. As I also recall, in
the estimation of many professional commentators and Winnipeg hock-
ey fans, that trade subsequently proved to be a great loss to the
Winnipeg Jets both on and off the ice. 

To paraphrase Sir Winston Churchill, “Some knees! Some shot!”
Henry Trachtenberg
Winnipeg

Continued on page 13. See “Myron Love”.



This coming
S h a b b a t ,
C o n g r e g a -

tion Etz Chayim is
inviting the communi-
ty to a special kiddush
honouring Rabbi
Larry Lander and his
wife, Arlene, who are
leaving our communi-
ty and moving to
Toronto in mid-July.

Much as he has
enjoyed his second
go-round as Etz Chayim’s spiritual leader these past 10 years, he says that
he and his wife miss their grandchildren in Toronto – seven in all, with the
most recent arrival just three months old.

“We just it found harder and harder to be away from them,” he says.

Rabbi Lander is (soon-to-be ”was”) Winnipeg’s only true Conservative
rabbi. He notes that he is a member of the Conservative Movement’s
Rabbinical Assembly and is a strong advocate of Conservative Judaism.

He first came to Winnipeg in 1986, right after becoming a rabbi, to serve
the Rosh Pina Congregation (one of Etz Chayim’s predecessors) as assis-
tant rabbi to Rabbi Shalom Rappaport.

“Rabbi Rappaport was an amazing rabbi,” Lander says. “He was an
excellent pastoral counselor with a gift for connecting with people. I
learned a lot from him.”

He recalls one time when he and Rappaport were on their way to visit a
shiva. Lander was a little nervous about visiting people he didn’t know.

“Rabbi Rappaport told me that there should be no place where a rabbi
was not welcome to offer comfort, inspiration and teaching,” Lander
recalled. 

“I found that to be
true. I have always
tried to be dedicated
and positive.”

Of course, much
had changed in
Winnipeg between the
time that Lander left
here in 1988 and his
return in 2007. 

Most notably, he
observed, people
today attend syna-
gogue and observe
Jewish practices
because they want to,
not because they feel
obligated to.

“I’ve met many
amazing people in the
congregation and the
community,” he com-
mented. 

“I have tried to
make the synagogue a
warm and welcoming
environment. I have
tried to teach and
inspire. I have
presided over hun-
dreds of bar and bat
mitzvahs, weddings
and funerals. I have
been able to arrange a
few shiduchs. 

“I have done a lot of pastoral counseling supported by the wisdom of our
Torah and our sages. I have helped congregants who were suffering from
addiction and abuse. I have visited congregants in hospitals, nursing homes
and their homes.”

And Lander was particularly applauded for his ability to connect with
children.

At 60 though, he felt that this was a good time to take his leave – while
he is still young enough to try something a little different.

In Toronto, while he will be doing some freelance rabbinic work, he will
be working primarily as a social worker – his first career – specializing in
individuals and couples in their 30s and seniors.

“I am going to join the Ontario Association of Social Workers and will be
opening a private therapy practice,” he reports. “I already have some refer-
rals from people in Winnipeg with family in Toronto.”

He is also looking forward to joining a running club; among his hobbies
are running half-marathons and photography – and to starting a men’s spir-
ituality class and wise aging class.

But, most of all, he and Arlene are looking forward to spending time with
the grandchildren.

Smierc Family makes Aliyah
Larry Lander is not the only rabbi who is leaving our community this

spring/summer. Rabbi Moshe Smierc and his family realized a long time
dream and made aliyah to Israel a couple of weeks ago.

As compared to Rabbi Lander, Rabbi Smierc has had a much lower pro-
file in the community. 

For the past eight years, he has been the mashgiach (kashrut supervisor)
at the Simkin Centre.

Originally from Argentina, he met his wife-to-be Raquel (who is from
Brazil) in Crown Heights. After they were married, they both studied at
yeshiva in Israel.

The Smierc Family (including children Chaim, 17, Menachem, 16,
Shaynah, 14, Rifka, 13, and Sabena, 10) stood out from most other recent
Jewish immigrants from South America because of their Orthodox dress
and observance. 

As a result, Moshe Smierc said, they found living here to be very diffi-
cult.

“In Argentina, anti-Semitism is more open,” he said. “But we encoun-
tered quite a bit of anti-Semitism here, too.”

Jewish education for their children was also a concern. “We stretched
ourselves a lot here,” he said.

The Smierc Family members were very excited about their coming move
to Ashkelon, where Moshe Smierc has secured a position as a manager in
the food industry and Raquel – who recently graduated from the University
of Manitoba with a degree in Social Work – will be working in her field.

The kids are expecting to be able to keep in touch with their friends here
through social media.

Popular Etz Chayim Rabbi Larry Lander takes his leave
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Myron Love

Todah Rabah/Thank youTodah Rabah/Thank youTodah Rabah/Thank youTodah Rabah/Thank youTodah Rabah/Thank you
to everyone for joining me in

celebrating my special birthday.
Your presence, gifts & contributions
made it a truly memorable occasion

Sam Kimelman

Social Notes
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AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

RABBI LARRY LANDER
“I’ve met many amazing people in the con-
gregation and the community. I have tried to
make the synagogue a warm and welcoming
environment.”

The Smierc family, prior to their having made aliyah (l-r): Raquel
Smierc; Menachem, 16; Rifka, 13; Shaynah, 14; Sabena, 10; Rabbi
Moshe Smierc; and Chaim, 17
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Community news Temple Shalom
NFTY - North America Federation of Temple Youth

The North American Federation of Temple Youth (NFTY) is the orga-
nized youth movement of Reform Judaism in North America. Funded and
supported by the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ), NFTY exists to supple-
ment and support Reform youth groups at the synagogue level.

Stemming from a historic tradition of both Jewish and non-Jewish
European youth movements, NFTY is the Reform Jewish youth movement
that fosters leadership at the North American, regional and congregational
level. 

As URJ Youth’s signature year-round program, more than 8,000 6th
through 12th graders participate in NFTY programs that teach compassion,
fight injustice, engage with Israel, and build community. NFTY is the safe,
home-away-from-home that inspires our teens to become their best selves
and empowers them to change the world.

Temple Shalom Winnipeg belongs to the Northern Region, NO including
Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, Manitoba, Sioux Falls, SD and
Rockford, Il. With the encouragement of Rabbi Tepper, we are planning to
connect our B’nai Mitzvah Youth Group to a congregation in Fargo or
Minneapolis this coming year. Temple Shalom is very excited about this
opportunity for our youth.

All summer services begin at 6:15pm. 
Friday June 23 8pm Friday Night Live Service lay led by Ruth 

Livingston with Cantor Len Udow 
& the FNL Band

Saturday June 24 12noon Yoga Shalom
Friday June 30 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Elliott & Elaine 

Saunders
Friday July 7 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Myriam Saitman
Friday July 14 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Sherman Lang
Saturday July 15 12noon Yoga Shalom
Friday July 21 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Mary Ann Osinski
Saturday July 22 12noon Yoga Shalom
Friday July 28 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Linda Freed
Saturday July 29 12noon Yoga Shalom
Friday August 4 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Ruth Livingston
Saturday August 5 12noon Yoga Shalom
Friday August 11 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Judith Huebner, 

off-site
Saturday August 12 12noon Yoga Shalom
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recently at Pizzeria Gusto and at
the Fairmont.

In 2012 he moved to Montreal
to work at Joe Beef. He took over

the Liverpool House kitchen a year later.
His love of cooking, he tells The Jewish Post & News, “really came

from my family. My mother’s an amazing cook, so is my father. I have
distinct memories of washing lettuce when I was five years. My father
brought me something to stand on near the sink.” 

For a while he thought of becoming a marine biologist. But restau-
rants won. “One summer my dad was like ‘do you want to go to B.B.
Camp?’ I said, no I just want to hang around and go fishing by myself.
My dad said ok, but you’re going to need a summer job.” So he got his
first job, doing kitchen prep at Desserts Plus. And loved it.

Schor said he and his staff learned only the same day that they would
be serving the two world leaders later that evening.

“We knew the PM was coming. You know, I’ve cooked for him four
or five times already, even before he was prime minister. The day
before, I was hanging out with one of my colleagues in the kitchen, and
all of a sudden the Secret Service come in. They start snooping through
things. The security people who‘d come for Justin didn’t ever do that.” 

Knowing that Obama was in town, the team put two and two togeth-
er, and figured out who’d be joining Trudeau that evening.

Owner McMillan told the CBC that security was, “ridiculous, like
I’ve never seen in my life. Maybe 200 security plus the police, and the
streets were blocked. There was SWAT in the backyard. Ninjas.” Word
got out quickly and in under n half hour of the PM and former presi-
dent’s arrival, at 7:30 p,, the security detail was joined by 1000 people
who waited to get a glimpse of the bromantic pair.

Schor didn’t tell any of the staff until just before the PM and former
president came in. “All the sudden at 5:30 we made them change into
new uniforms we bought for them. And they were asking ‘what’s going
on’, and we said ‘you’ll see’.”

How did they decide what to cook ? “We just kind of figured out what
we wanted to do. Trudeau told us to just cook what we wanted,” Schor
said.

Schor’s kitchen first sent out fresh salads, including a house salad of
fresh, locally sourced fiddleheads, fennel and white asparagus, and a
lobster salad, then some smoked fish. “I’d be a really bad Jewish boy
if I didn’t have smoked fish on the menu all of the time,” he joked in
an interview with Moneyish.com.

Then followed smoked ham and mussels and PEI oysters from Prince
Edward Island.

And the food kept coming, including three mains: lobster spaghetti,
one of the house’s signature dishes; dry-aged rib steak, that Liverpool
House, like so many fine restaurants in Montreal had probably thought
would go during the upcoming Grand Prix weekend when big spenders
descend on the city; and an off-the-menu halibut with first morel mush-
rooms.

Schor served them dessert personally. Sister restaurant Joe Beef has
a soft serve ice cream machine which they brought over to Liverpool
House. Obama and Trudeau were also served profiteroles with a brown
butter ice cream.

Wine included a bottle of Ontario Norman Hardie Estate.

Did the former president say what he liked best? “The halibut. And
I’m really happy he liked it because it was something we did off the
cuff,” Schor said.

Any idea what they talked about? “From what I gathered, a lot of it
had to do with basically getting youth interested in politics. But we did-
n’t want to pry.”

After the meal, when Schor was greeting them Obama told the chef:
“Get all the kitchen staff out here; we’re going to take picture. He did-
n’t ask. Just said it. Everyone was excited, ” Schor said.

Schor says the restaurant has since had customers coming asking for
“The presidential menu,” as in: “We’ll have what they were having.”

Naturally, this was a career highlight, and something Schor will
always remember. “The next morning it felt like: ‘Wow did that really
just happen?’ “ he says. 

Friends and relatives back in Winnipeg are sharing in the excitement.
“The first thing I did was call my parents. I was losing my mind. They
were so happy. Everyone’s really excited, asking a lot of questions.”

The Montreal restaurant had already been gearing up for a busy sum-
mer season, what with the 375th anniversary celebrations the city is
planning, the city’s usual roster of festivals, and an increasing number
of strong dollar American tourists. But, says Schor, “This is going to
make our summer ridiculous. It’s a little bit nerve racking, but it’s all
good.”

Ariel Schor
Continued from page 1.
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Joanne Seiff

Serving Breakfast
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The news has
been full of dis-
turbing things

lately. I can’t play the
car radio when the
hourly news comes on.
My six-year-olds ask
too many questions
about what’s happen-
ing. Scary incidents,
terror attacks, terrible
starvation, world lead-
ers either behaving in
ways they shouldn’t –
or, on the positive side, other world leaders step-
ping up to say the right thing when we need bet-
ter leadership.

The Torah Portion for June 24th, 2017, is
Korach, Numbers 16:118:32. This portion is
about rebellion, and the Union of Reform
Judaism Torah Study website summarizes the
first part: “Korach and his followers, Dathan and
Abiram, lead a rebellion against the leadership
of Moses and Aaron. God punishes the rebels by
burying them and their families alive. Once
again, God brings a plague on the people. (16:1-
17:15)”

The UK terror attacks, and subsequent linked
anti-Semitic arson attacks on two Manchester
kosher restaurants, remind us of this portion. We
don’t face a new problem when there are world-
wide violent conflicts and crises of leadership.
It’s an old, repetitious story.

People react in many ways to this destruction.
Some respond with well-intentioned, large-scale
rhetoric–what kind of world are we leaving to
our children? Or – we must unite against this
evil! Others examine specifics in each situation:
How could this be avoided? What can we learn
and improve upon?

I read a couple of commentaries on Korach
that talked about the deep value of civil dis-
course, even in a time of conflict. Rabbi Joseph
A Skloot’s commentary on “How not to have a
conversation,” indicates that ,according to the
rabbis, what was wrong with Korach’s challenge
wasn’t that he questioned Moses, but that he
spoke with contempt. Rabbi Skloot wrote that
when we lose the ability to tolerate civil debate
and disagreement, far worse violence can hap-
pen. By extension, perhaps we should try to
enable spirited intellectual conflict and discus-
sion without resorting to violence or contempt.

Another commentary by Rabbi Yoel H. Kahn
wrestles with the notion that each Jewish person
is considered equally holy. We each contain a
divine spark. Yet some leaders are revered and
held up as having a more weighty opinion than
others. So, we wrestle with being equal to one
another, and still jealous of those who become
leaders, perhaps due to wisdom or family con-
nections. 

As I pondered this, a friend suggested I read a
recent NY Times column by David Brooks called
“Giving Away Your Billion.” This column
addressed the Giving Pledge Letters written by
billionaires who, inspired by Warren Buffet, are
looking to find meaningful ways to help others
through giving away their money. David Brooks
comes up with his own approach, if he had a bil-
lion dollars to give away in the first place. The
readers’ comments were full of great ideas for

how to spend money that most of us don’t have. 
The online exchange brought me right back to

Korach’s rebellion. The question that remains is:
What is worth fighting over? What are the things
we deeply care about, and how can we effect
positive change? In a world that seems wracked
by conflict and suffering, do we all need to unite
under the same banner? Or, is there one thing
that you can pledge to change that matters to you
the most?

I remembered an old Southern (and Christian)
phrase I was raised hearing: “Which hill do you
want to die on?” While it alludes to New
Testament references, it’s also applicable here.
Before confronting someone like Korach did, in
a way that cannot be taken back, we should
engage in careful thought and civil discourse.
What are the ramifications of our behaviours?
Will this rebellion, resistance or confrontation
result in the change we wish to see in the world?

When we start new initiatives to change the
world, sometimes we get mired in the details –
the choice of paint color, seating, the way the
leader’s voice sounds through the microphone,
the way one community professional communi-
cates with another. Voices get heated. People get
upset.

Step back...Is this the hill you want to die on? 

Parents know this one, too. As the wiggling kid
fights you, you might think: “Choose your bat-
tles wisely.” What’s your end game?

Nobody comes out of this thing called life
alive. We face mortality by thinking about our
own “giving pledges” or ways of making change
and uniting others in the face of terrible tragedy.
Yet, each time you get into the finger pointing
and disagreement stage, try not to lose hold of
civil discussion. Decide what is truly important
to you. Did Korach focus on the end goal when
he spoke disrespectfully to Moses? 

The next time you struggle with something or
someone, get to disagreeing at a board meeting
or Jewish event, stop a second. Think: Is this the
point? Does it help? Does this decision build or
tear down my community?

Better yet, ask, “Is this the hill I want to die
on?”

If Korach had done that, maybe this portion
would tell a different story of change.

Are you behind in reading Joanne’s old
columns? Joanne Seiff is the author of a new
book– From the Outside In: Jewish Post
Columns 2015-2016. This column collection is
now available for digital download, or as a
paperback from Amazon. See more about her on
her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.

Civility rather than Korach’s contempt

By

JOANNE SEIFF

Korach and his followers, Dathan and Abiram, lead a rebellion
against the leadership of Moses and Aaron



By SHANNON SARNA
(The Nosher via JTA) – Stuffed

peppers are a comfort food for both
Americans and Israelis. 

But the two versions vary quite a
bit in their spice profiles and
methodology. American-style
stuffed peppers are often topped
with cheese, stuffed with corn,
beans, rice and sometimes meat,
and feature a more Tex-Mex spice
mixture.

In the tradition, it’s common to
stuff all kinds of vegetables:
onions, zucchini, eggplant and, yes,
peppers. 

Filled with rice, meat, pine nuts, raisins, fresh
herbs and varying spices, the Israeli and
Sephardic versions are saucier than their
American counterparts, and often impart a sweet
and savory flavor profile. 

The American version is typically just savory.
This version is inspired by a recipe from Janna

Gur, a story from a colleague about her weekly
stuffed peppers and my desire to make a week-
night-friendly recipe that you can make in your
slow cooker. 

If you prefer to make it in a traditional pot on
the stove, or in the oven, cook for approximate-
ly 2 hours on medium-high heat (or 375 F. in the
oven). 

Gur’s recipe was featured in her second cook-
book, “Jewish Soul Food.” 

Ingredients:
For the peppers:
1 small onion (or half 1 large onion), diced
1/2 cup uncooked rice
1/2 pound ground beef
1/4 cup pine nuts
1 tomato, grated (best to hand grate the tomato
on a coarse grater)
3/4 teaspoon paprika
1 tablespoon fresh parsley (or 1/2 teaspoon dried
parsley)
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/8 teaspoon pepper
5-6 bell peppers, inside seeds and membranes
removed (you can leave top of peppers intact for
presentation if desired)

For the sauce:
15 ounces tomato sauce
1/2 cup water
3 garlic cloves, minced
1 tablespoon honey
1/4 teaspoon salt

Directions:
Spray the inside of a 6- or 7-quart crockpot

with a nonstick spray. 
Add tomato sauce, water, garlic cloves and

honey. 
Stir to mix.
Arrange peppers in tomato sauce in the pot.
Heat oil in a large saute pan over medium heat.

Saute onion until translucent.
Add rice, pine nuts and grated tomato, and stir

to coat for 2-3 minutes.
Add meat and break up with the back of a

wooden spoon. 
Cook until meat is no longer pink, another 2-3

minutes.
Scoop rice-meat mixture into each pepper until

filled three-quarters of the way. 
Place tops to each pepper on top (this step is

optional).
Cook on high for 3-4 hours, or low for 7-8

hours.
Serve warm.

(Shannon Sarna is the editor of The Nosher.)
The Nosher food blog offers a dazzling array

of new and classic Jewish recipes and food news,
from Europe to Yemen, from challah to shakshu-
ka and beyond. 

Check it out at www.TheNosher.com.

Crockpot Israeli-Style Stuffed Peppers Recipe
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Recipe
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‘Wonder Woman’ can play in Jordan theaters after all
(JTA) – Jordan decided not to ban the film

“Wonder Woman” from the country’s movie
theaters.

“The film was allowed to screen in Jordanian
cinemas due to a lack of legal precedent to do
otherwise, as outlined by Regulation No. 63 of
2004, on the Clearance and Control of
Audiovisual Works,” Mohammed Qtaishat,
director general of the Communications
Commission, told Al Bawaba, an Amman-
based news website.

The movie will be rolled out throughout
Jordan over the next month, according to the report.

But at least one movie theater in Amman has apologized for showing
the movie and canceled future screenings over the fact that the star, Gal
Gadot, is Jewish, The Times of Israel reported.

Israel and Jordan signed a peace agreement in 1994.
The Jordanian commission’s review of the “Wonder Woman” came

after Lebanon banned the film as part of its boycott of all things Israeli.
Lebanon remains technically at war with Israel.

A Tunisian court last week banned the screening of the film while the
country’s cultural review commission decides whether or not the movie
should be permanently banned over Gadot’s Israeli military service.

Gadot, 32, does not shy away from touting her Israeli heritage. She
praised the Israeli military in a widely shared Facebook post during the
2014 Gaza War. She served in the Israeli army as a combat instructor dur-
ing the 2006 Lebanon War.

Israeli Gil Gadot 
as Wonder Woman



By MYRON LOVE 

It was a sold-out audience for the
Winnipeg International Jewish Film
Festival’s final screening for 2017 – on

Sunday, June 11.  In fact, both showings of the
award-winning “Aida’s Secrets” - at 4:00 P.M.
and 7:00 P.M., were sold out.

No doubt, many readers were already famil-
iar with the story of lifelong Winnipegger Shep
Shell, a son of Holocaust survivors, who dis-
covered just four years ago that he had an older
brother, Izak Sagi, living in Israel, and that
their birth mother was living in a nursing home
in Montreal. “Aida’s Secrets”, produced and
directed by brothers Alon and Saul Schwarz -
is the story of Shell’s reunion with his long-
lost brother and mother and a study into the
meaning of family.

But the documentary - using archives and
including interviews with people who knew
Aida – the brother’s mother – in the immediate postwar period and more
recently – as well as Sagi’s family – and archival material - also tells a
much more complex and complicated story.

Aida (also known as Jadwiga) Zasadsinska, was a Polish Catholic young
woman who had been grabbed by the Nazis when they first invaded Poland
and transferred to Germany to work as a domestic servant. At war’s end,
the 20-year-old finds her way to a displaced person’s camp that the Allies
established on the site of the infamous former Bergen-Belsen
Concentration Camp. As the documentary’s narrator points out, the dis-
placed persons camp at Bergen Belsen was the largest in post-war Germany
and the survivors quickly developed an active social life with dances, con-
certs and sporting activities as they began to start living again.

Also very quickly, Aida gives birth to two baby boys within ten months
of each other. Viewers are shown two photos from that era, one of which
shows Aida and a man identified as Shep Shell’s father, Grisha
Szewelewicz, holding the two little boys and Aida sitting on the same blan-
ket with another unidentified man.

Half way into the documentary viewers learn that at some point in recent

years, an older Jewish South African
dropped off an album containing over
1,000 photos form the Bergen Belsen
displaced persons camp at a Holocaust
Archive in Amsterdam. The album was
assembled and organized by a teacher
from South Africa who had been volun-
teering in the DP camp. Among the pho-
tos were quite a few featuring Shep
Shell’s father. As both the narrator and
interviewees point out, Grisha
Szewelewicz had a talent for construc-
tion and mechanical work – which made
him invaluable in the camp – and he was
probably involved in black market activ-
ity.

As well, although married to Aida at
the time, the photos suggest that he was
at various times keeping company with
the South African teacher and a secre-

tary. There is also a photo of Grisha with a German nurse who he subse-
quently married. She converted to Judaism and became Shep’s stepmother.

There are several unanswered questions that arise from the documentary.
Why did Aida and Grisha divorce? Was it because he was cheating on her
with other women?

Also, why did she send her elder son – who was not Halachically Jewish
– to Israel? Perhaps because she was living among largely Jewish
Holocaust survivors and Israel was willing to accept them without pre-con-
dition, Israel would have seemed to her to be the best option for her son’s
future.

When she herself applied to immigrate to Israel in 1950, she was turned
down because she wasn’t Jewish. She subsequently immigrated to
Montreal.

Sagi was adopted by an Israeli family and raised as one of their own. He
was told that he was adopted when he was 11. To this writer’s surprise, he
did have an ongoing relationship with Aida over the years. She came to
Israel for his bar mitzvah and after his daughter was born. He spent two
months with her in Montreal when he was 16 and he and his family did visit

her from time to time. They also regularly wrote to each other.
Another mystery: Sagi’s adoptive family and even his chil-

dren knew that he had a younger brother – but the information
was kept secret from him.

As for Shep Shell, he was born with severe visual problems.
His father and step-mother placed him in an institution for
blind children at a young age and pretty much abandoned him.
In the documentary, he speculates that his father’s Holocaust
experience destroyed his soul. 

Despite his upbringing and blindness, he was able to forge
a career, marry, have a family, and become a world-class ath-
lete competing internationally in para-Olympic events in ski-
ing and marathon running.

It was in 2002 that he first tried to find out if he had any
other family. He did learn that he had a brother, but the trail
quickly went cold. Then, in 2013, Melanie, now married with
a family of her own, led another search for family and, this
time, was able to connect with Izak Sagi.

The documentary captures their emotional reunion at
Winnipeg International Airport and Shep’s return visit to
Israel. We also see them visiting their aged mother in a nurs-
ing home in Montreal where she seems to recognize Shepsele
and welcomes him with a lot of hugs and kisses.

Shep returns a couple of times on his own to see his mother
and tries to get some answers from her. While happy to see
him she prefers not to answer his questions,  claiming either
not to remember or changing the subject – leaving Shep frus-
trated.

The documentary leaves viewers with two other mysteries:
A DNA test indicates that Shep’s father was not Izak’s father.
And - the brothers discover that their mother had a third son
out of wedlock in Canada whom she put up for adoption
through a Jewish agency. The third-half brother doesn’t want
to connect with Sagi or Shell.

Following the film, Shep and Nancy, his wife of nine
months, and Sagi and his wife, Rachel, took the stage to
answer a few questions. 

One interesting question that was directed at Shell was how
he felt to know that his mother wasn’t Jewish. He replied that
it doesn’t change anything in that he has always considered
himself a member of the Jewish community.

“A friend though asked me where I would be buried,” he
recounted. He at first answered – “in a grave” – but realized
that he would need to undergo a proper conversion to be
buried in a Jewish cemetery.

“Aida’s Secrets” an emotional study of the meaning of family
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Two brothers (or are they really half-brothers?) reunit-
ed after both finally becoming aware of the other
brother’s existence (l-r): Rachel and Izak Sagi; Shep
Shell and wife Nancy 
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Yiddish page/Israel news

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School 
Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of Manitoba

English summary of Yiddish column
In addition to the two Yiddish related courses I taught at the

University of Manitoba, one on Holocaust literature and the
other one of Yiddish culture in North America (both courses
were well attended), I was in charge of Yiddish programming at
the Gwen Secter Center for Creative Living. In the last year
Yiddish activities in Winnipeg were on the rise. There is a
future for Yiddish in this city and we need your support. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust 
at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Israeli Arab transgender beauty queen 
opens up about her story

By GIOVANNA PAZ
WASHINGTON,

D.C. (JTA) – The
Israeli Embassy
marked LGBT Pride
Month with a recep-
tion for Jewish and
Israeli activists and
leaders.

About 100 people
attended the event,
which featured an
address by Talleen
Abu Hana, an Arab
Christian from
Nazareth who won
the first Miss Trans
Israel beauty pageant
in 2016.

The embassy also paid tribute to the 49 victims of last year’s
massacre at the gay nightclub Pulse in Orlando, Florida. 

“Just as the noxious fumes of anti-Semitism ultimately poi-
son all of society, so too hatred towards the LGBT community
threatens all of us,” Ron Dermer, the Israeli ambassador to
Washington, said in brief remarks.

He also asserted that Israel is the sole country in the Middle
East with the “values that progressives are supposed to cham-
pion,” referring to Israel’s legal and popular support for gay
rights. 

Abu Hana spoke about her experience as a transgender
woman in Israel. After winning the beauty pageant, she was
runner-up at the Miss Trans Star International Pageant and a
contestant on Israel’s “Big Brother.”

As a boy growing up in Nazareth, Abu Hana grappled with an
intense internal conflict between “body and soul,” she said.
When she showed an interest in women’s clothes and makeup,
her father lashed out at her.

“Transforming from the most beloved child to the one every-
one hated … I was lost and started thinking of killing myself,”
she said.

Abu Hana moved to Tel Aviv, where the LGBT community is
known to be strong and accepting. One evening while hanging
out with new friends, a transgender woman was talking about
her transition.

“I didn’t get what she was talking about,” Abu Hana recalled.
Another male friend said, “She’s transgender, just like you.”
Abu Hana was taken aback and insisted she was not. The

male friend then took her face in his hands and said, “You are
going to be a woman and a beautiful one.”

In an interview before the Pride event, Talleen emphasized
the importance of moving to Tel Aviv, where the support she
found as a Christian and an Arab facilitated her transition. 

Israel’s universal health service covers the costs of sex-reas-
signment surgery.

“The law is on your side,” Talleen said, referring to the ease
of changing one’s gender and name on government-issued doc-
uments. 

After winning Miss Trans in 2016, Abu Hana quickly rose to
fame in Israel, where she is often mobbed by fans eager to take
a selfie. In addition to modeling, she speaks to transgender
youth at shelters in Tel Aviv and most recently at Casa Ruby,
an LGBTQ community center in Washington. She said she is
humbled to be “an ambassador for peace between one’s soul
[and] one’s body.” 

Abu Hana now lives with her boyfriend, who she met before
her transition on a night of dancing at a Tel Aviv club.

“I’m lucky to be an Israeli,” she said. “Being an Israeli means
being truly free.”

TALLEEN ABU HANA
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Community news

BY MYRON LOVE 

The IDF (Israel Defense Force) is the first
and last line of defense for the people of
Israel. As Zev Faintuch noted, quoting a

Holocaust survivor, “without a strong army, there
would be no Israel”.

But it is not only Israelis (Jewish, Christian,
Bedouin and Druze) who stand shoulder to shoul-
der in defense of the Jewish state. A goodly num-
ber of Jewish youth – including several from
within our own Jewish community – have also
gone to Israel to enlist in the IDF and help protect
the people of Israel.

Those foreign volunteers are referred to as
“lone soldiers” – one of whom was Winnipegger
Zev Faintuch. On Monday, June 5, Faintuch
spoke to  an audience of about 50 crammed into
a room at Temple Shalom about his experiences
as a member of the IDF. The program was under
the aegis of Winnipeg Friends of Israel.

Being a “lone soldier” doesn’t actually mean
that you are alone or lonely, Faintuch explained.
It means that you do not have family in Israel.
Generally, he noted, “lone soldiers” are matched
with adoptive families to help them feel more
connected. 

“It is nice to have someone you can talk to when you are on leave who
understands what you have been through and a place to go where you can
feel at home,” he said.

Faintuch served in the IDF for 18 months in 2011-2012. He was a mem-
ber of Nahal brigade serving in an infantry battalion. Throughout that time,
he was stationed in southern Israel near Sderot, which is just across the bor-
der from Hamas-ruled Gaza. Fortunately, it was a quiet time. There was lit-
tle or no hostile activity during that period.

The first question that Faintuch was asked by his fellow soldiers was:
What motivated an overachieving nice Jewish boy who has trouble screw-
ing in a light bulb (all in his own words) to enlist in the IDF. As he
explained, he had been a Zionist from a young age. As a Gray Academy
student, he was imbued with the Zionist ideal and love for Israel. He par-

ticipated in the March of the Living (which takes
high school students first to the Auschwitz extermi-
nation camp in Poland, then to Israel) and the Gray
Academy’s P2G program (which involves exchange
programs between Gray Academy students and
teachers and their counterparts of Danciger Regional
High school in Kiryat Shemona in northern Israel).

In addition, his mother, Shelley Faintuch, is a
leader in Israel-related programs and activities in
our community.

The moment that clinched his decision to join the
IDF, he said, came on the second last evening of his
Grade 12 trip to Israel. (Every year, the Gray
Academy of Jewish Education arranges a trip to
Israel for its graduating class at the end of the term.)

“When we were discussing our experience in
Israel, one of my friends commented that he hoped
his children would get to see Israel,” Faintuch
recalled. “I took that to mean that Israel’s existence
was in question.”

Other factors also played a role in Faintuch’s deci-
sion. He cited personal development and the oppor-
tunity to learn another language. “I had studied
Hebrew, but wasn’t fluent,” he said.

There was also a Holocaust component. His great-
grandparents had perished in the Holocaust and a great-uncle in Winnipeg
is a survivor.

Faintuch went through the IDF’s rigorous training program, culminating
in an all-night, 60 km hike in the desert with full backpack and running the
last two kilometres carrying a stretcher

“I pushed myself further than I thought I was capable of,” he said.
His principal duties in the army were manning a heavy machine gun and

operating a remote control overhead weapons system. “I sat in a vehicle –
with a 50-calibre machine gun on the top – and operated a joystick con-
nected to a camera,” he said. “I was supposed to surveil the surrounding
area and provide cover for my other team members should we find our-
selves in a combat situation.”

He also recalled how on Rosh Chodesh (the beginning of each month), a
temporary shelter would be set up and a Torah would be brought out for

morning prayers. “It was surreal and incredible,” he said.
“Would I do it (volunteer to serve in the IDF)?” he asked out loud.

“Yes. It was an incredible experience. But if I could do it again, I
would try to make officer. I wasn’t confident enough in my Hebrew.”

Faintuch was asked if he thought that he had made a difference to
the defense of Israel. He responded negatively. “It doesn’t really
make sense for the IDF to take on foreigners,” he noted. “We have to
be paid more and require more resources. The positive answer
though is that Israelis appreciate that some of us in the Diaspora have
their backs. They don’t feel so alone when we stand shoulder to
shoulder with them.”

He reported that 20% of the soldiers in his company were lone sol-
diers and 25% of his platoon were English-speakers.

In response to a question about the IDF’s code of ethics, he report-
ed that it is among the strictest in the world. “Under the rules of
engagement, we are only allowed to fire our weapons if we are in
immediate physical danger,” he said.

Since his return, he has completed his BA in Global Studies and
MA (at the University of Western Ontario) in Global Risk. “There are
a large number of both Jewish and Muslim students at UWO,” he
commented. “One of my best friends there was a Palestinian. We
don’t talk politics.”

Winnipegger Zev Faintuch talks about his experiences as a “lone soldier” in the IDF 

ZEV FAINTUCH
“Would I do it (volunteer to serve in the
IDF)?” he asked out loud. “Yes. It was an
incredible experience. But if I could do it
again, I would try to make officer. I was-
n’t confident enough in my Hebrew.”

Israel’s first female haredi pilot flies 
prime minister to summit in Greece

JERUSALEM (JTA) – El Al’s first female haredi Orthodox
pilot flew Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to a summit
in Greece.

Nechama Spiegel Novak, a mother of four who has been flying
for the national carrier since earlier this year, left Ben Gurion
International Airport on Wednesday morning guiding a chartered
Boeing 737to Thessaloniki, where Netanyahu is participating in a
trilateral summit with Greece and Cyprus.

The prime minister and his wife, Sara, took several photos with
the pilot, who was the first officer on the flight, before they took
off.

Novak attended flight school in the United States, where she
worked to log enough flight hours. Unlike most Israeli pilots, she
did not serve in the Israeli Air Force, where most pilots log their
flight hours and get their licenses.

“Being a pilot has always been a dream of mine. My husband is
very supportive, and he is helping realize this dream,” she said in
2015 when she started her flight training.
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Community news

By BERNIE BELLAN

In our April 26 issue  Myron Love reported
on the success several young students in our
community had at this year’s Winnipeg

Music Festival. One of those students was 15-
year-old Alyssa Cohen, who plays classical gui-
tar. 

Here is what Myron wrote about Alyssa in that
issue: “Alyssa Cohen is one of the members of
our Jewish community who continues to shine at
the festival year after year. The Garden City
Collegiate Grade 9 student’s instrument is the
classical guitar. The daughter of Robert and
Sandy Cohen has been playing the guitar since
she was six. She reports that she has won sever-
al gold medals over the years at the Winnipeg
Music Festival in her categories. She has also
performed numerous times at her school, also
made appearances at the Planetarium, Eckhardt
Grammaté Hall at the University of Winnipeg
and at Congregation Etz Chayim (for a Women’s League program).

“In the festival last year, she finished first in Classical Guitar Solo,
Romantic Composers and 20/21st Century Composers, Grade 6 Levels.

She was also runner-up for the Institute of
Chartered Piano Tuners of Manitoba Trophy
(which, she notes, is quite an accomplishment
for a classical guitar player) and won a
Winnipeg Classical Guitar Society scholarship.

“This year, the young classical guitarist also
finished first in Classical Guitar Solo, Romantic
Composers and 20/21st Century Composers at
the Grade 7 Level. And she once again received
a Winnipeg Classical Guitar Society scholar-
ship. Her next stop is the upcoming provincial
competition.”

That competition, known as the Associated
Manitoba Arts Festival, was recently held in
Winnipeg from May 26-28. It involved some of
the most musically talented students from
schools all over Manitoba, not just Winnipeg.

As a follow-up to Myron’s report, we are
pleased to report that Alyssa finished first in that
provincial competition as well in the category

“Intermediate Classical Guitar”.
Interestingly, as a result of reading about Alyssa in our paper, Percy

Golubchuk who, along with his sister Miriam Geller, has been organizing
an annual dinner at the Talmud Torah-Beth Jacob Synagogue, contacted
Alyssa asking her whether she would perform at this year’s dinner. Alyssa
graciously accepted; she told me that it was her first-ever paid “gig”.

The over 70 attendees at that dinner, enjoyed listening to Alyssa per-
forming following the meal, as she displayed her musical vituosity.
Considering the many distractions that were going on while Alyssa was
playing - including someone clearing tables around her and someone else
“horking” in the background, she showed remarkable composure. (You can
watch a video of Alyssa  playing “Erev shel Shoshanim” and “Hava
Nagila” on our website, www.jewishpostandnews.ca, in the video section.)

I should mention that the meal at this year’s dinner was prepared by the
always excellent Chabad Winnipeg chef, Alla Golinkin. The Chabad
kitchens provide  a full choice of kosher meat or pareve meals. Alla’s food
is consistently delicious - and you don’t have to be kosher to appreciate
how good it is. You can find out more about Chabad’s catering service on
the Chabad Winnipeg website.

One final note: As I remarked to Alyssa’s mother Sandy, Alyssa owes a
debt of gratitude to my wife. Some of the money collected for the dinner
had been put into a locked box for which. apparently, there was no key.
Meachelle, who is adept at prying bills out of my wallet, was able to slip
her artful fingers into an opening in the box and pull out enough money to
make Alyssa’s performance worthwhile for her.

Talmud Torah-Beth Jacob Synagogue Dinner featured
award-winning classical guitarist Alyssa Cohen

to geographically belong to a group that
appeases haters.

“I am embarrassed to belong to a human
race that has learned nothing from the

lessons of the past and that continues to let antisemitism fester and grow.
“I am embarrassed that I cannot write these words in an Arab publica-

tion or even in a mainstream Western publication because hatred and
appeasement are too strong.”

But, Marpoun concludes, there is something that he can do - write the
truth where he can, because, he writes “unlike the vast majority  of Arabs
who see the truth and yet remain silent, I refuse to be silenced, and that is
something that I am proud of.

“So, to my Jewish friends, on the fiftieth anniversary of the Six-Day
War, I say, you have a lot to be proud of, not only from those six days, but
from everything that your people did before and after. All the hatred in the
world cannot take that pride away.”

And further to the plight of the Palestinian “refugees”, an article on the
website “Elder of Ziyon” on June 11 points out that after the 1948 war,
UNRWA declared some of the Arabs in Israel to be “refugees” as well and
wanted to “help” them. The new state of Israel informed UNRWA that not
having the Arabs integrate into Israeli society as full citizens would be,
and I quote, “repugnant.”  

The website quotes from an UNRWA report
in 1950 which states that “recent discussions
with the Israel Government indicate that the
idea of relief distribution is repugnant to it, and
the Agency was informed that already many of
the 24,000 remaining refugees were employed
and that all able-bodied refugees desiring
employment could be absorbed on works pro-
jects if they would register at the government
registry offices for that purpose. It was stated
that they all have status as citizens of Israel and
are entitled to treatment as such. It was claimed
that after cessation of relief, aged and infirm
refugees would be cared for under the normal
social welfare machinery of Israel.” 

Writes the Elder of Ziyon blogger: “Since
1948, Israel is the only country in the Middle
East to treat Palestinian refugees from 1948 as
normal human beings and not as cannon fod-
der”.

In addition, the blogger noted that an article
in 1992 in the Christian Science Monitor
reported that the Israeli government in the early
1970s initiated a “build your own home pro-
gram” for Palestinians living in refugee camps
in the West Bank (which was by then under
Israeli rule. More than 11,000 camp residents
took advantage of the offer of free land to build
homes - with Israel providing the infrastruc-
ture.

Naturally, the UN condemned the program.
How dare Israel help to improve the lives of
Palestinian refugees ? and the PLO put a stop to
it through intimidation tactics. 
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ALYSSA COHEN performing at the 
Talmud Torah-Beth Jacob Synagogue Dinner

Myron Love
Continued from page 5.



When the late Leonard
Cohen, who was not
exactly Enrico

Caruso, wrote: “I have to sing; I
have no choice, I was born with
the gift of a golden voice” he
was really saying; “Sorry, ma, I
wasn’t cut out to be a doctor.”
And your humble columnist

wasn’t really cut out to be a
lawyer. I have to write, I have no choice; I can’t carry a
tune. Writing is my life; music is my passion. Until the age
of 40 I was addicted to classical music; then, for reasons
that are too complex to go into, I switched my allegiance
to country music. 

Actually, the term “Country” is a contraction of
“Country” and “Western” - the two steams of popular
music that originated in the Southern United States.
Country (aka Blue Grass) music had it’s roots in the East
- (Kentucky, Alabama, Tennessee),  while Western (aka
Cowboy) music came out of Texas Oklahoma, etc, and the
streams more or less merged in Nashville TN. I say “more
or less” because there was a brotherhood of “Outlaws”
(led by Willie Nelson and Waylon Jennings) who refused
to “walk the line” laid down by Chet Atkins (aka “The
Country Gentleman”) who ruled the roost at “Music City”
for several decades, refining the raw material of country
music with sophisticated arrangements, involving the
addition of strings and horns to guitar, bass and fiddle.
(Since Atkins’ death, in 2001, the urbanization of country
music has accelerated to the point where it is now indis-
tinguishable from “pop” and “rock.”) The blue-jean clad “Outlaws” refused
to dress up in shirts and ties (let alone sequined suits) and adopt the
“Nashville Sound” (which, according to some, hastened the mild-mannered
Atkins into losing his battle with cancer). 

Even though Willie, Waylon, Merle, and the rest of the country maver-
icks insisted on playing their music their way, they were not entirely
against the use of stings and horns. As Waylon Jennings wrote, “When
you’re down in Austin, Bob Wills is still the king.” He was referring to the

legendary “King of
Western Swing”, Bob
Wills and his Texas
Playboys. 

Not to be confused
with “Kinky
Friedman and the
Texas Jewboys.” 

No, I did not make
that up. There really is
a kinky-haired, cigar
smoking, chess play-
ing, country singer-
songwriter named
Richard Samet
Friedman fronting a
band of that name.
The Kinkster claims
the distinction of
being “the first full-
blooded Jew” to
appear on The Grand
Old Opry. He is also
the only country artist
to tape an Austin City
Limits television
show that was never
aired because it was
considered too con-
troversial. But even
though the perpetrator
of such country stan-
dards as “They Ain’t
Making Jews Like
Jesus Anymore” and
“Up Against the Wall
Redneck Mothers”
hangs around
“Lukenback Texas
with Willie and
Waylon and the goys”
he isn’t a genuine out-
law. More of a politi-
cal activist in cowboy

boots. His “hurtin songs” aren’t about
being dumped by the love of his life;
they’re protest songs in hillbilly drag.
They all have a message. “They Ain’t
Making Jews Like Jesus Anymore”
could have been subtitled “Never
Again”. 

“We don’t turn the other cheek, like
we did before.”

Kinky Friedman is the Semitic coun-
terpart to Hunter S. Thompson, the
inventor of “Gonzo Journalism”. The
only difference is that The Kinkster
sets his smart-ass diatribes to music.
Kinky and Hunter even both ran for
public office: Hunter for sheriff of
Aspen, Colorado and Kinky for gover-
nor of Texas. Kinky came third out of
five candidates, with 12% of the vote. I
don’t know what Hunter’s numbers
were. Nor do I care. Though I’m a fan
of his writing, Hunter Thompson was a
miserable human being - a thug in
intellectual drag. His Jewish counter-
part was also an “angry young man”,
but The Kinkster is a “mensch.” After
college he joined the Peace Corps and
he’s still raising money for the needy
downtrodden. Some may find the lan-
guage of his songs “offensive”, but
even the publisher of this prestigious

journal would find nothing offensive about his political philosophy. In spite
of outward appearances Kinky Friedman is not one of Hillary Clinton’s
“basket of deplorables’, clinging to his bible and his gun, he’s a secular
progressive liberal in cowboy hat.

He’s also a fellow mystery novelist. When my mystery thriller, “A Blast
From the Past”, was in manuscript form I gave it to a local novelist who’d
had a number of potboilers published under a pen name, for evaluation. “It
reminds me of Kinky Friedman,” he said, with a smile. 

I took it as a compliment. 
When I got around to reading a few of the Kinkster’s books I was less

flattered. It was the same reaction as I’d had to his debut LP. I was
impressed, entertained, and amused...but not moved. Willie Nelson writes
from the heart, Kinky Friedman writes from his head and his gut. After I’d
listened to the LP a couple of times I never took it out of the rack again. 

Kinky’s “art” is only kind of preachy but more than a trifle egocentric. At
least I had the grace to give my fictional alter ego a pen name. The hero of
the Kinky Friedman mystery series is...wait for it: Kinky Friedman! Guess
what he does for a living? He also plays chess. With his cat. Yes, mystery
fans, the fictional Kinky Friedman’s roommate is a cat; just like Val Virgo.
The coincidences don’t stop there. A couple of months (or perhaps years)
after I’d given my manuscript to that guy for evaluation Kinky Friedman
published a mystery in which his doppelganger is being stalked by a “mad
bomber”. When I read the title my hear stopped: “A Blast From the Past”.

Thus my debut novel was rechristened “Christmas Eve Can Kill You”.
For those who don’t recognize the title (i.e. most of you) it was lifted from
an Everly Brothers song about the depression musicians experience when
they are sitting in a grungy motel room, during the most festive time of the
year...especially on the night when so many suicides take place. Frankly,
I’m glad I had to come up with a new title. I like it better than the original.
Whether I think my mystery thriller is better than Kinky’s I’ll let you draw
your own conclusions. Wouldn’t it be fun to buy both books and compare
them? The Kinkster, who is still “on the road to anywhere” could probably
use the money. 

A gefilte fish out of water
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“FAIRLY UNBALANCED”
By BILL MARANTZ

The hero of the Kinky Friedman mystery
series is...wait for it: Kinky Friedman!

Guess what he does for a living? He also
plays chess. With his cat.

Trump administration expresses concern about
humanitarian situation in Gaza

WASHINGTON (JTA) – The Trump administration said it was “con-
cerned about the humanitarian situation in Gaza,” but said its Hamas
rulers were responsible.

The administration held a news briefing Tuesday at the State
Department in which the Israeli-Palestinian conflict was discussed.

State Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert acknowledged the
Israeli security cabinet’s approval of the Palestinian Authority’s request
to reduce electricity going to Gaza by 40 percent.

“We continue to underscore the need for international support for
Gaza’s recovery and humanitarian assistance to the Palestinian people,”
she said.

According to the military commanders present at the Israel’s recent
security cabinet meeting, more reductions in the electricity supply to
Gaza would escalate the chances of increased violence in the area.
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Rady JCC news

Eskimos receiving AZA Plaque and Trophy

Gabriels receiving BBG  winners award

Adriana Glikman and Laurie Etkin of B’nai Brith presenting awards

Kaufman Child Care Centre holds
“graduation ceremony”

On Thursday, June 15, the Rady JCC celebrated the “graduation” of what
is now the 10th class of youngsters to “graduate” from the Kaufman Child
Care Centre. Twenty-three children “graduated” this year, according to
Eleonora Caporalini, Director of Child Care Services at the Rady JCC.

Since the Kaufman Child Care Centre first opened its doors in 2008, 480
children have “graduated” from its early years program, most of whom
have gone on to attend kindergarten at the Gray Academy.

The first graduation at the David and Ruth Asper Early Learning Centre,
which opened its doors on Grosvenor Avenue last July, will be held June
28.

Nora Kaufman who, with her
late husband, Dave, donated the
funds to create the Kaufman
Child Care Centre at the Rady
JCC 10 years ago, accepts a
“bouquet” from one of the
“graduates”. (It took three tries
before this young fellow realized
he was supposed to give the bou-
quet to Nora and not walk away
with it.)

A proud “graduate”
walks back to her par-
ents after receiving her
“diploma”. By the
way, the tassel on the
mortarboard worn by
graduates is supposed
to be worn on the right
prior to graduating,
then on the left after
graduating. Some of
the graduates at this
ceremony did not
adhere to the protocol.
Many, shockingly, sim-
ply refused to wear
their mortarboards!

Day care staff member
Marina Lisak (in white at
left), who is in her first
year at the Kaufman
Child Care Centre, leads
the children in a spirited
rendition of the “Pizza
Song”, the first two lines
of which are:
“Pizza, pizza, what a treat
“Pizza, pizza, fun to eat.”

B’nai Brith presents awards to 
BBYO chapter members

B’nai Brith Youth Organization, although no longer under the supervi-
sion of B’nai Brith, still maintains a connection with B’nai Brith through
an annual awards program.

In Winnipeg BBYO is managed by the Rady JCC). There are two levels
of BBYO, open to students from Grades 7-12: 

BBYO (Grades 9-12) - Open to students in grades 9–12, it includes a
variety of programming such as Shabbat dinners, coffee houses, Jewish
programming, sports activities, movie nights, conventions, Tikkun Olam,
community service projects and much more.

BBYO Connect (Grades 7 & 8) -The Rady JCC’s BBYO Connect pre-
sents enriching and fun programming that is specifically designed for stu-
dents in grades 7 & 8. Year-round activities including cultural, social, well-
ness, and community service projects.

Each year B’nai Brith Canada presents plaques and trophies to members
of BBYO chapters for particular achievements at BBYO’s winter conven-
tion

Warren Buffett is trying to raise $200 million in Israel Bonds

NEW YORK (JTA) – Business magnate Warren Buffett is encouraging
the purchase of Israel Bonds at private events in New York. 

Guests attending the events with Buffett on Thursday have pledged to
buy $1 million to $5 million in Israel Bonds in order to meet the American
billionaire, whose net worth of $75.6 billion makes him the second richest
person in the world, according to Forbes magazine. 

Buffett, CEO of the American conglomerate Berkshire Hathaway, hosted
an event last November in his hometown of Omaha, Nebraska, that led to
investments of $60 million in the Jewish state. Buffett also bought $5 mil-
lion worth of Israel Bonds at the event. 

Israel Bonds said that following Thursday’s events, Buffett was expect-
ed to have helped bring in about $200 million in bonds investments. 

“Israel Bonds is proud to call Warren Buffett a friend,” Israel Maimon,
president and CEO of Israel Bonds, said Monday in a statement. 

“By supporting the Israel Bonds organization through these events and
investing directly in Israel Bonds himself, Mr. Buffett is helping to ensure
that the State of Israel will continue to prosper, and will continue to be a
model of innovation and economic growth for decades to come,” Maimon
added. 

Buffett spoke highly of the Jewish state at the November event. 
“If you are looking for brains, energy and dynamism in the Middle East,

Israel is the only place you need to go,” the billionaire said. 
In 2013, Buffett made the Israeli firm Iscar his first foreign acquisition,

buying the remaining 20 percent of the metalworking company after hav-
ing acquired 80 percent in 2006. 
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By BERNIE BELLAN

In our previous issue (June 7) we published
an article that gave background informa-
tion in anticipation of an upcoming talk to

be given by Shai Josopov, who is one of two
Hebrew University “community ambassadors”
in Winnipeg (the other being his wife, Sigal
Klaynerman).

In that article Josopov discussed some of the
research he has conducted into propaganda
activities of ISIS on the Internet. Josopov
specifically referred to ISIS’s communications
arm, known as “Al-Hayat Media Center”,
which produces various propaganda products
in many Western languages, notable for their
high production quality.

Josopov, who has a B.A. in Political Science
and International Relations from the Hebrew
University, also a Masters degree from the
Swiss Centre for Conflict Research,
Management and Resolution at the Hebrew
University, mentioned in the same article his having worked with an Israeli
“hacker” who was able to guide Josopov into an area of the Internet that
provides total anonymity to users, and which is known as the “Darknet”. It
is on the “Darknet” that ISIS broadcasts its most gruesome videos, which
have proven highly effective in luring young people, predominantly males,
into either joining ISIS outright, by travelling to Syria, or becoming active
supporters in their home countries. 

With the mounting  pressure being put on ISIS within the past year
through the continued erosion of its former Syrian strongholds in Mosul
and Raqqa, it has become more desperate in turning to its supporters in
Europe especially, calling upon them to mount attacks there. Attacks that
have been carried out in cities such as Manchester and London are encour-
aged through messages delivered both on the “surface Internet”,  as
Josopov described the Internet with which the vast majority of Internet
users are familiar, and the “Darknet”.

On Wednesday, June 14, Josopov picked up on some of the points that
were mentioned in that June 7 article at a talk he gave in the Adult Lounge
of the Asper Campus. There were some 77 attendees, according to Adriana
Glikman, Program Coordinator for B’nai Brith Canada - which was one of
the sponsors of the event (the other two being Winnipeg Friends of Israel
and the Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University.)

Josopov cited a number of statistics to illustrate the level to which ISIS

has managed to spread its message worldwide. On
Twitter alone, according to Josopov, in 2014 ISIS
had over 46,000 active accounts on that social
media platform, and was producing over 90,000
“tweets” a day. 

Why has Twitter become so popular with ISIS?
Because it is “decentralized, unsupervised, and
anonymous”, Josopov explained. By “hijacking
hashtags” ISIS is able to divert attention from
unsuspecting Twitter users, he continued. (A
“hashtag” is a word or phrase preceded by a hash
or pound (#) sign and used to identify messages
on a specific topic.)

Thus, following the bombing at the Manchester
Arena on May 22, when millions of Twitter users
entered the hashtag “#manchesterarena”, many of
the tweets they began seeing were from ISIS sup-
porters exulting in the bloodshed that had been
perpetrated and warning of future terrorist acts to
follow.

According to Josopov, the pattern of late fol-
lowing terrorist attacks is to see tweets saying “we have more”, to be fol-
lowed later by claims of responsibility by ISIS for the latest atrocity per-
petrated. 

Josopov also spoke of two slickly produced online publications that ISIS
has produced: Dabiq and Rumiyah. Dabiq ceased publication as of August,
2016, only to be followed by Rumiyah, which is somewhat shorter, accord-
ing to Josopov.

ISIS and the “Darknet”
Josopov then turned to a detailed examination of ISIS’s activities on the

“Darknet”, using slides and pictures to illustrate his points. His talk became
fairly technical at some points as he tried to explain how one might access
the “Darknet” through a private network. The most common means by
which this is done is through what is known as “TOR”, which is an
acronym for “The Onion Router”. 

Simply put, TOR allows users to retain total anonymity and to host “hid-
den services”. For instance, Josopov cited the example of someone being
able to search for a hitman and having the job done - without either party
knowing the identity of the other. (Payment is made through bitcoins -
again with the transaction remaining totally anonymous.)

Further of Josopov’s slides went on to
give more information about the

Islamic State’s Cyber Caliphate Unveiled:
Hebrew U community ambassador delivers chilling lecture on the

sophisticated methods ISIS has been using to disseminate its message online 

SHAI JOSOPOV at Asper Campus June 7
ISIS exploits the fact that there is no censor-
ship or supervision in the Darknet, which
allows it to distribute materials that it is unable
to distribute on the “surface” Internet.

Continued on next page.
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By MYRON LOVE
One can’t determine cases of domestic abuse solely by

signs of bruising and injury caused by violence. A new
study out of Calgary which examines the incidence of
domestic abuse within Jewish communities in the Prairie
Provinces reveals that 28% of those who participated in the
study reported being victims of domestic abuse – about the
same level of domestic abuse within the general communi-
ty – but, in the Jewish community, most cases of such
abuse take the form of psychological and emotional abuse,
verbal or financial manipulation.

The study, “Assessing Domestic Violence in the Jewish
Communities of the Prairie Provinces”, shows that the
most common forms of abuse experienced during adult-
hood were psychological/emotional abuse at 82 per cent,
and verbal abuse at 70 per cent, whereas the Canadian fig-
ure sits at about 48 per cent for verbal and emotional
abuse.

That abuse, says Andrea Silverstone, the individual who
initiated the study, may involve the abuser preventing the
victim from having contact with family or friends. It may
also involve verbal abuse.

“We have always believed that our Jewish community is not immune to
domestic abuse,” says Al Benarroch, Executive Director of Winnipeg’s
Jewish Child and Family Service (JCFS), one of the participatory agencies
in the study (that was released at the beginning of April). “We do see cases
among our clients.”

He concurs with the study’s findings that emotional and verbal abuse is
much more common in Jewish relations involving abuse than physical vio-
lence. “Physical violence is just a small part of what we see,” he says.
“Domestic violence is about control through creating an environment of
fear with threats of repercussions or reprisals.

“And we know that Jewish women tend to stay in abusive relationships
three times longer than their non-Jewish contemporaries – maybe because
of the shame that goes with it or an effort to maintain shalom bayit in the
home.”

Another finding that Silverstone points out is that those who experienced
domestic violence most often first disclosed the abuse to friends and fami-
ly, rather than service providers. Jewish women don’t generally seek out
women’s shelters or other traditional services, Silverstone points out. She
suggests that friends and family be part of the support programs for Jewish

victims of domestic abuse.
Silverstone, who is the Shalom Bayit co-ordinator for

the Calgary Jewish Child and Family Service, reports
that this study is one that she had been wanting to under-
take for 12 years – ever since reading the Jewish
Women’s International (JWI) Chicagoland Study which
was published in 2004 in the United States.

With a grant from the Prairie Action Foundation,
Silverstone and lead researcher, University of Calgary
Professor Nicole Letourneau, contacted JCFSs in
Winnipeg and Edmonton (as well as Calgary) and the
synagogues in Regina and Saskatoon. The study took
about 18 months to complete.

“We had a great response,” Silverstone says.
She reports that 241 participants from Alberta,

Manitoba and Saskatchewan took part in the survey. Of
those who completed the survey, 77 per cent were
female.

“We want the study results to be spread through the
Jewish publications and institutions in our communities
to try to break the silence,” she adds.

Benarroch reports that the JCFS reached out to its
client base to participate in the study.

“I have known Andrea for many years,” he says. “We met through the
Jewish Child and Family Service network across the country. I know that
domestic abuse within the Jewish community has long been a subject close
to her heart.

“Over the next little while,” he adds, “we are going to be stepping up our
efforts to be of assistance to clients dealing with abusive relationships.”

Benarroch also expresses the JCFS’s gratitude to Peter Leipsic, the JNF
Negev Gala honoree last year, who chose for his project to support domes-
tic abuse victims in Israel.  He also directed some of the funding toward a
new endowment fund, to be administered by the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba, the interest from which will support a scholarship to help indi-
viduals escaping an abusive relationship to further their education and
thereby begin rebuilding their lives.

“We will be awarding the first scholarship at our AGM on June 19,”
Benarroch says. “By upgrading her education, it will help her with employ-
ment and becoming self-sufficient.”

The JCFS, Benarroch adds, also has a relationship with Alpha House, a
women’s shelter. “We support Alpha House and provide kosher food
should it be required,” he says.

New study on domestic abuse in Jewish homes highlights varying forms of abuse

ANDREA SILVERSTONE
Shalom Bayit co-ordinator
for the Calgary Jewish
Child and Family Service

“Darknet”:
The following information is

taken verbatim from Josopov’s slides:
A large number of materials are distributed by ISIS activists throughout

the various forums operating in this network. These forums are some of
the main means of communication between the various ISIS users and
activists in the Darknet. The users of these forums are not identified by
their names or regions or IP addresses. One of the main forums in which
ISIS operates is known as “4chan”.

“4chan” is a website with over 7 million users. It was established in
2004. Today it covers over 60 different topics ranging form politics to
fashion, science and “beautiful and sexy women”.

Its structure is very basic; it is characterized by “briefness and anonymi-
ty”.

ISIS exploits the fact that there is no censorship or supervision in the
Darknet, which allows it to distribute materials that it is unable to distrib-
ute on the “surface” Internet.

The materials are far harsher, crueler, and uncensored. Videos are usual-
ly accompanied by modern electronic music, combined with “hymns”
from the Koran. 

Targeting younger users:
ISIS targets younger users with its sophisticated use of videos, graphics,

and music. For instance, Josopov noted, it has employed the use of web-
cams mounted on ISIS fighters’ heads to produce videos remarkably sim-
ilar to what anyone playing the hugely popular video game “Call of Duty”
would see. ISIS’s propaganda aimed at young people also extends to using
pornographic forums to lure recruits.

As he brought his fascinating talk to a close, Josopov explained that
“anything ISIS is doing is meant to lead us into feeling unsafe - that gov-
ernments can’t protect us.”

Yet, are we better off trying to learn as much as we can about ISIS or are
we simply scaring ourselves further than necessary? Josopov wondered.
He answered his own question this way: “Knowledge is power; the more
we know about ISIS the more we can defend ourselves.”

Following his talk Josopov fielded a series of questions, including “Is
ISIS a threat to Israel?”

According to Josopov, “Israel is not at the top of the list” for ISIS (which
is something that another expert on Islamic fundamentalism, Kasim

Hafeez, also stressed in a lecture that he gave to Winnipeg Friends of
Israel in the winter of 2016). At the top of ISIS’s enemies list, Josopov
said, are “infidel Muslims”, followed by Christians, then Jews. Yet, he
acknowledged, ISIS has been active in the Sinai, where it poses a danger
to Israel. ISIS has also surfaced in the Palestinian territories, Josopov
noted, although its presence there is quite limited.

While Josopov’s talk was well documented by research he had conduct-
ed as a student, given the rapidly evolving situation with ISIS and what
seems to be its continued “degradation” (as military types like to say) on
the battlefield, I was left wondering what the next stage for ISIS is going
to be? Is it going to primarily remain an active promoter of terrorist activ-
ity - through its presence on the Internet, while its actual threat as a mili-
tary force is reduced by leaps and bounds? If its base in Raqqa itself is
destroyed, which now appears to be happening, where will it relocate, if
anywhere?

The threat posed by Islamic fundamentalists is constantly evolving.
Hearing someone as knowledgable as Shai Josopov about how ISIS was
able to master the opening given to its adherents through the Internet was
highly illuminating. Lectures of the type given by Shai are too few are far
between here. 

Continued from previous page.

Israel cracked details of ISIS laptop bomb 
plans leaked by Trump

WASHINGTON (JTA) – Israeli cyberintelligence reportedly uncovered
detailed Islamic State plans for bomb attacks aboard aircraft that led to the
U.S. ban on laptops on flights from eight Muslim-majority nations. 

The revelation appeared Monday in a New York Times article about the
difficulties facing the United States in using cyber warfare to contain the
influence of the terrorist group, which quickly regroups once Western intel-
ligence agencies are able to disable its networks. 

One of the few recent successes, the Times said, was Israel’s cyber infil-
tration of a small cell of terrorists in Syria working on disguising explosive
devices as batteries for laptops. That was part of the information President
Donald Trump leaked last month to top Russian officials, much to Israel’s
consternation, the report said. 

The Trump administration is considering extending the laptop ban to
flights from European airports. 
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Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
We would like to thank all
our family and friends for
their condolences, cards,

donations and expressions of
support following the passing

of our beloved husband,
father and grandfather

BARRY BERNSTEIN
Marla, Brenlie and Jim,

Hilary, Lauren and Cole

BLUMIE PORTNOY
BLUMIE PORTNOY

passed away peacefully at
home, Wednesday, May
24, 2017. Blumie was pre-
deceased by her parents,
Ida and Sam Polinsky, her
brother, Dave Polinsky,
sisters-in-law, Betty and
Phyllis Polinsky, and her
beloved husband, Iser
Portnoy. She is survived
by her daughters Phyllis
Portnoy (Rory Egan),
Susanna Portnoy (John
Bluethner), and Sallie
Portnoy; grandchildren
Becky Chisick, David

Johnson (Linda), Lorien Johnson, Cassandra Bluethner,
and Ben Portnoy; great-grandchildren Nicholas,
Jonathan and Amaya van der Veen, Lily Chisick, and
Felix and Spencer Johnson; and brother, Ron Polinsky.
Funeral services were held at Shaarey Zedek syna-
gogue on Monday, May 29; pallbearers were Becky,
David, Cassandra, Ben, Nicholas and Jonathan; honor-
ary pallbearers were Blumie’s nieces and nephew
Shirley Stone, Sandra Polinsky, and Max Polinsky.

Blumie was born in Winnipeg in 1924. She attended
Peretz school, Talmud Torah, St John’s High School,
and United College, but she acquired her outstanding
quiet wisdom at the Polinsky school of family, friend-
ship and Jewish tradition. She and Iser were sweet-
hearts from the age of 15. Together they traveled the
world, spent summers at Winnipeg Beach and winters
in Florida, very often with close friends or children and
grandchildren in attendance, and they were a strong
presence in the Winnipeg community. They were a
paragon of loving and caring and generosity that Blumie
carried on with determination and passion throughout
her 26 years of very active single life. Blumie’s smile
lit up a room, and her vitality was unparalleled. She was
a champion speed-skater, an award-winning bowler, a
pro at tennis, a whiz at bridge (which she continued
playing right up to this February). She was also an
accomplished pianist and an award-winning member
of Hadassah. Blumie was very close with her grand-
children and great-grandchildren; they adored her no-
nonsense, feisty good humor. For her daughters she
was a guiding force, always able to see the clearest path
through all complexity and pretext, and always helping
to put things into better perspective; it was like having
a conscience as well as a guardian angel by our sides.
Blumie’s remarkable integrity and sincerity set her
apart and won her life-long friendships. She will be
remembered by all who knew her as a woman who
charmed the world with style and grace.

The family would like to thank Dr. John Rabson and
Debby, Tess, Hilda, Lana and Myra, all who did so
much to enhance our mother’s later years. Donations in
her memory may be made to the Iser and Blumie
Endowment Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Mani-
toba or to a charity of your choice.

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DANIEL
BUTLER
June 10 - 2001

Adding another year to the 15
past.
– With love, your family.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

JACOB AND SARAH CHARACH
who passed away

In loving memory of our dear parents and grandparents

—Sadly missed and always lovingly remembered by their children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

August 17, 1967
11 days in Av

June 23, 1990
30 days in Sivan

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL DAVID
DREMAN
who passed away

June 22, 1974
3 Days in Tammuz

Your memory is your keepsake
From which we'll never part.
God has you in His keeping,
We have you in our heart.
—His loving children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and sister-in-
law.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DR. ALAN (ARI)
HARVEY LIPSON

who passed away
June 25, 2009

3rd day of Tammuz
To remember you is easy,
We do it every day,
It’s just the pain of losing you,
That never goes away.
— Your loving wife, children,
grandson, mother, sister and
brother-in-law, and extended
family.

In loving memory of
our dear father, grandfather

and great-grandfather

DAVID B.
MARGOLESE

who passed away
July 10, 1986

3 Days in Tammuz
—Sadly missed, never
forgotten by  children Phyllis,
Martin, Joel, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
31st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

VICKY REISS
who passed away

June 22, 2012
2 days in Tammuz

— Always remembered by her
loving family.

In Memoriam
IRENE VERIN

who passed away
June 28, 1987

1st day in Tammuz

WALTER VERIN
who passed away

July 19, 1995
21 days in Tammuz

In loving memory of

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM STERN
who passed away

July 2, 2003
2 Days in Tamuz

— Your courage, compassion
and humor will lovingly
always be remembered by your
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchild.

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
We would like to thank all of our family and
friends for their expressions of support and

condolence, shiva meals and donations
in memory following the passing of

my beloved husband, our father,
grandfather and great-grandfather

LEON RABER
 Faye, Frayda, Label and families
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In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

EDWARD
COWAN

October 24, 1942 -
June 11, 2002

First day of Tamuz, 5762

With each passing day
You are always in our hearts
Gone too soon
But never forgotten

— Sadly missed by his wife,
children and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

RUSSEL
KOWALL
who passed away

June 18, 1996
1st day in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MATTHEW
LEMER

who passed away
June 21, 2000

18 Days in Sivan
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by Baba Mae and
family.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL
MEDOFF
who passed away

June 27, 1979
2 Days in Tammuz

—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by all of his family
and friends.

In loving memory of

HARRY
PLATTNER
who passed away

June 28, 2014
30 days in Sivan

— Your loving wife Sos,
daughter Glori (Adam)
grandchildren Robbie,
Rochelle (Ido) great-
grandchildren Jada, Ela, Leo,
Lea,  family and friends.

3rd Yahrzeit
In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In Memoriam
29th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MEYER L.
RUDELIER
who passed away

June 17, 1988
2nd day in Tammuz

—Lovingly remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
In loving memory of

MOLLY
SILVERMAN

who passed away
June 28, 1982

27 days in Sivan, 5764
– Forever loved and deeply
missed by her children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HERSCH
ZENTNER
who passed away

June 11, 2002
2nd Day of Tamuz

“And when my journey takes
me to the end of  the road of life,
Beyond time's hidden bend,
I hope my fellow travelers
can say with truthful hearts
– a good man passed this way”
—Forever loved and
remembered by your wife
Lillian, daughters Pam and
Ali, son-in-law Jason,
grandson Jonah, relatives
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

41st Yahrzeit 10th Yahrzeit

ROWENA
GREEN

who passed away
July 11, 1976

13th Day in Tammuz

IRWIN
GREEN

who passed away
June 22, 2007

6th Day in Tammuz
—Forever in our hearts and thoughts, loved and so very missed
by your children Barry, Sharon, Marsha and Alan granddaughters
Ronit, Kari, Shira and Hadara.

In Memoriam

ZENA KATZ
who passed away

July 17, 1986
10 days in Tamuz

CHAIM KATZ
who passed away
August 4, 1989
4 Days in Av

- Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of our dearly beloved parents and grandparents

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ERNEST (CHAIM)

KERN
who passed away

June 20, 2007
4 days in Tammuz

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

JOEL ALEX
MINUK

who passed away
July 3, 1990

10 Days in Tammuz
Forever missing you.
— Love Mom & Dad, Amanda
and Alex.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAXWELL
(MAX) NELKO

who passed away
July 3rd, 2006

8 Days in Tammuz
To live in the hearts
Of ones we loved
Is not to die
—  Forever loved and missed
by his wife, children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and brother
and sisters.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
27th Yahrzeit

SAUL GORDON
SHROM

who passed away
June 29, 1990

6 Days in Tammuz

2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

—Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and family.

HELEN MAY
SHROM

who passed away
July 6, 2015

19 Days in Tammuz

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

mother and grandmother

MARY STEIN
who passed away

July 10, 1992
9 Days in Tammuz

Loving memories will never die.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
43rd Yahrzeit

In cherished memory of our
father, zaide & great-zaide

MENDEL
MENACHEM

SZTERNFELD
who passed away

June 28, 1974
8 days in Tamuz

Your warm, gentle, good
nature, sense of  humor, wisdom
and unconditional love will
always be remembered.
— Lovingly, Hilda and Lenny,
Debbie and Jack, Penny,
Mandy, Marissa and Rob,
Hailey, Caleb, Zane and Rubie

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BETTY WOHL
who passed away

June 29, 2015
12 days in Tammuz

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.
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DeFehr) by the Winnipeg-
based Mahatma Gandhi
Centre of Canada at a gala
dinner at Canad Inns Polo
Park.

“The awards are presented
to those who foster Gandhi’s
teachings of non-violence,
truth and tolerance of diversi-
ty,” according to a news
release which was issued prior
to the event by the Mahatma
Gandhi Centre of Canada
(which was founded in 2010). 

“I particularly appreciate that
this award is being presented
locally because the people in Winnipeg are the people who know me best,”
Matas said of the award.

While Matas is best known in recent years for his championing of the
cause of the Falun Gong movement in China (working together with for-
mer Member of Parliament David Kilgour), he has also served as a mem-
ber of the Canadian delegation to the United Nations General Assembly,
the Task Force on Immigration Practices & Procedures, the Canadian del-
egation to the United Nations Conference on an International Criminal
Court 1998, the Canadian Delegation to the Stockholm International
Forum on the Holocaust, and from 1997 until 2003, the Director of the
International Centre for Human Rights & Democratic Development. He
was active in the campaigns against apartheid in South Africa and human
rights abuses in the former Soviet Union. He is also a leading defender of
Israel.

In his remarks on accepting the Mahatma Gandhi award, he spoke of
Gandhi’s emphasis on non-violence, truth and tolerance and how Gandhi’s
teachings can be applied in contexts distinct from the tolerant British Raj
in the 1940s.

“Gandhi believed in arousing the world,” Matas said. “Yet, as George
Orwell has pointed out in his essay ‘Reflections on Gandhi’, that is only
possible if the world gets a chance to hear what you are doing. Without a
free press and the right of assembly, it is impossible to appeal to outside
opinion or bring a mass movement into being.”

Matas’ own human rights efforts, he noted, are directed against govern-
ments far more violent than the government of the British Raj was at the
time. “In China or Iran or Eritrea, countries where there are grave human
rights violations which I have opposed, there is no free press or right of
assembly. Mass demonstrations are met with mass repression. 

“When we are dealing with a repressive regime which murders its oppo-
nents and imposes censorship, when we are confronting a terrorist threat,
when we are dealing with collapsed states, I would not say that nonvio-
lence, the spirit of truth and tolerance of diversity have no place. But
mobilising these values in these contexts requires different strategies from
the one Gandhi used.”

Such situations, he observed, require an international approach. “Against
the worst violators,” he said, “in the face of the most disastrous situations,
effective stands for principle cannot systematically come from inside. They
must come from outside, from places where people can stand up for human
rights in safety.

“It is we outside of China or Iran or Eritrea who must promote the values
of Mahatma Gandhi in those countries, because people in those countries
run grave risks doing that themselves. That is one reason I have been active
in combating the mass killing in China of prisoners of conscience for their
organs for transplants, primarily Falun Gong, but also including Tibetan
Buddhists, Uighur Moslems and house Christians. Falun Gong is a set of
exercises with a spiritual foundation, a Chinese equivalent of yoga. Today,
anyone inside China, even non-Falun Gong, who protests the victimization
of Falun Gong will become a human rights victim himself.” 

A second strategic difference which arises from different contexts, he
continued, is the need for co-ordination. “Non-violent responses and the
use of force can sometimes work in tandem,” he pointed out. “The Allies,
in response to attempts to stop the Holocaust while it was happening, took
the position that the best way to do that was to win the war against Nazi
Germany as quickly as possible. Their efforts to stop the Holocaust were
military in nature, directed almost entirely at military targets.

“I believe that they could have done a lot more of a non-military nature
against the Holocaust. The Allies could have provided a haven to Jewish
refugees. They could have actively combated antisemitism. They could
have recognized the right of the Jewish people to a homeland in Israel
before and during the war, rather than only after the war. They could have,
before and during the war, established mechanisms to bring the perpetra-
tors of Nazi mass murders to justice, rather than waiting until the war was
over. The public everywhere outside of Nazi control could have done more

through demonstrations and public protest to arouse the world against the
Holocaust while it was happening.

“These measures would have done more to mitigate the Holocaust, if
taken together with the military effort, than the military effort itself alone
did. By restricting themselves to a military effort, the Allied forces and
their populations made the Holocaust worse than it need have been.”

On the subject of terrorism, Matas argued that security measures are nec-
essary to combat terrorism. “We cannot rely on peaceful advocacy alone,”
he pointed out. “Yet, we tie our hands in the effort against terrorism if we
rely only on security measures. Inciters distort religion and human rights
itself to justify terrorism. Unless, through advocacy and activism, by stand-
ing against racism and religious intolerance, we combat their distortions,
we present the inciters with an open field in which to wage their ideologi-
cal combat.”

Using Israel as an example, he pointed to Israel’s long and tragic history
as the target of terrorism and the energetic security measures that the coun-
try has introduced. “However, security measure in themselves are not
enough to defend against anti-Zionist terrorism,” he said. “Anti-Zionists
take a two pronged approach to denying the Jewish people their right to
self-determination - armed attacks and delegitimization. A comprehensive
response means countering both. There need to be not just security mea-
sures, but also opposition to the glorification of terrorists and the huge
financial rewards given to terrorists and their families. Beyond that, there
must be active efforts to counter the BDS - the boycotts, divestment, sanc-
tion - movement, the misleading attempts to paint Israel as an apartheid
state, and all the other propaganda aimed at the destruction of the Jewish
state.”

He singled out the advent of the Internet in making incitement to hatred
more pervasive. “The effort to combat incitement is not just an effort of
mobilization,” he said. “It is also an effort of communication, combating
stereotypes, bringing truth to power - the power of public opinion. As well,
sometimes the effort requires legal means, the force of law.

“When human rights are violated, humanity everywhere must stand
against their violation. Minority victims must not be left to the tender mer-
cies of a hostile majority.

In conclusion, I would say this: The values of Gandhi will always be
valid. The challenge we face is to make them fresh. To do that, we must
adapt them to the realities we face today.”

David Matas
Continued from page 1.

Historians defend Canadian professor who wrote
of Poles’ complicity in Holocaust

WARSAW, Poland (JTA) – Polish
historians defended an academic in
Canada against charges that his
Holocaust research falsifies the history
of Poland. 

Historians from the Polish Center for
Holocaust Research have criticized the
Polish League Against Defamation for
publishing a letter signed by 134 scien-
tists and others condemning Jan
Grabowski’s works describing the par-
ticipation of Poles in the crimes commit-
ted by the Germans during World War II. 

Grabowski, the son of a Holocaust
survivor, is a professor of history of the
Holocaust at the University of Ottawa
and the co-founder of the Polish Center
for Holocaust Research. 

Polish nationalists have been increasingly assertive in recent years in
condemning suggestions that Poland was a perpetrator nation instead of
a victim of Nazi occupation. 

In a statement, the Polish League Against Defamation called it “dis-
turbing” that Grabowski’s book “Hunt for the Jews: Betrayal and Murder
in German-Occupied Poland” was honored in 2014 with an award from
Yad Vashem, “with which the author remains in close contact.” 

The book, published by the Indiana University Press, documents the
involvement of Poles in finding and killing Jews during the Holocaust. It
draws on materials from Polish, Jewish and German sources, and focus-
es on accounts of the fates of individual Jews. 

The Polish League’s letter was sent to the University of Ottawa, all the
colleges with which Grabowski has been affiliated and all the publishers
that issued his books. 

The Polish Center’s letter was signed by seven historians who said they
are ready “to engage in a scholarly debate with competent historians.” 

“None of the 134 signatories is a Holocaust historian,” the center said
in a statement defending Grabowski. “All these economists, linguists,
oncologists, chemists, nuclear physicists, engineers, constructors of
electromechanical appliances, environmental geologists, ethnomusicolo-
gists, theatrologists and priest professors present themselves as
Holocaust experts, but cannot even quote the sources they refer to.” 

DAVID MATAS  with
ADRIANA GLIKMAN 

of B’nai Brith

University of Ottawa
professor 

JAN GRABOWSKI
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By ELISSA EINHORN 
(Kveller via JTA) – Being the parent of a

child with a disability can be lonely. Being the
single parent of a child with a rare disability that
is estimated to affect a mere 1 percent of the
population can feel like being sentenced to soli-
tary confinement.

Beginning in toddlerhood, my daughter Kate
embarked on a lifetime of being poked and
prodded, assessed and reassessed, and being
escorted to multiple therapy appointments to
address both a body and mind that were out of
sync with everyone else. I felt helpless, like a
failure and utterly alone.

Still, my loneliness doesn’t compare to Kate’s. Now almost 21, she still
has no friends and remains misunderstood by peers and adults. As a child,
she was constantly described as “quirky.” Rejecting that label, she now just
seems to be invisible and I am resentful of systems and schools and pro-
fessionals who failed us.

When she was 15 months old, a doctor told me I was an overbearing
Jewish mother after I expressed concern about Kate’s development (or lack
thereof). At age 7, I watched with shock when her teacher did nothing after
a classmate at our Jewish day school announced in front of everybody,
“Kate, no one would want to be your friend.”

I was told “No thank you” by another teacher at the school when I offered
resources and access to my daughter’s therapists (on my dime) so they
could have a better understanding of her specific needs. Add to the list her
middle school experience in public school and at an all-girls’ Catholic high
school (unfortunately, no Jewish options exist in our community beyond
sixth grade). And on and on and on …

But thank goodness, one area where Kate’s light has always managed to
shine bright is through her Judaism. I’ve always said I could put her on a
desert island and she would find a way to be Jewish. In preschool, she
learned Hebrew words from a native Israeli who did not speak English and
therefore also was ignored by the other kids.

At 8, she read Torah for the first time at that same Jewish day school, and
at 11 did so in front of her congregation. When she was 15, Kate partici-
pated in a pilgrimage trip to Israel, where she described being the “shaliach
tzibur,” the prayer service leader, atop Masada as the highlight of her
monthlong tour. And by 19, she was serving as “gabbai rishon,” a volun-
teer who runs the service, of our shul. Even today, I’m sure she is the only
one at her state university that lights Shabbat candles in her room.

My daughter loves to be Jewish. For years I’ve listened to her mumble
the prayer before draping her tallit around her shoulders and observed her
as she carefully wrapped its fringes around her fingers before holding them
to her forehead while reciting the Shema, or leading the congregation dur-
ing one of the day’s services. She likes being counted as part of the minyan.
Her presence matters.

There’s another thing that Kate loves: superheroes, from the television

show “Supernatural” to the classic franchises. She
holds her own while debating the merits of
Marvel vs. DC with her uncle (Marvel, for sure)
and writing a college term paper about the anthro-
pological and spiritual undertones of television
brothers Dean and Sam Winchester. They, along
with Captain America, Spiderman, Super Girl,
Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. and many others are her
friends and her inspiration.

My daughter relates to misfit characters who
have overcome their stations in life, whether they
are from Krypton or Kansas, because that is what
she has done for two decades and counting – she’s

overcome.
These stories show her that she can save herself by persevering and con-

tinuing to be the resilient young woman that she is. But some days it’s hard.
I think some days, she feels as if having fictitious superheroes as role

models isn’t enough. It is on those days that I remind her that she, too, has
a special cape – her tallit that patiently waited for her in a drawer from the
time she was 7 until she took her rightful place as a bat mitzvah. She does-
n’t need an occasion to wrap it around herself. She can put it on, sit quiet-
ly, and be enveloped in her Judaism and the power of faith. She can realize
that she is not invisible but an authentic superhero in her own way.

(Elissa Einhorn is a freelance writer and the mother of twin daughters.)
Kveller is a thriving community of women and parents who convene

online to share, celebrate and commiserate their experiences of raising
kids through a Jewish lens. Visit Kveller.com.

My Special-Needs Daughter’s Tallit is Her Superhero Cape

We are seniors
Sidney Poitier & Morgan Freeman

Two of my favorite African-American
actors are Sidney Poitier and Morgan
Freeman.

I recently viewed a movie titled “A Patch of
Blue”, starring Sidney Poitier, Elizabeth
Hartman and Shelley Winters. Hartman plays
the part of a blind girl living in a tenement
with her mother (Shelley Winters) and her
grandfather (who is a lush). Hartman is given

the task of sorting and stringing beads of various sizes and arranging
them into necklaces, which are later sold. Winters is an abusive mother
who makes Hartman do the household chores.

Hartman is taken to a local park where she is seated near a giant tree,
and given her box of beads for sorting. When she misplaces them, a kind-
ly stranger (Sidney Poitier)  offers to help her, they strike up a conversa-
tion, and he quickly realizes that she’s blind. It’s a beautiful story and I
won’t ruin it for you by telling youihow it turns out. Sidney Poitier has
been an outstanding actor who’s starred in such memorable films as  “To
Sir With Love”, “Guess Who’s Coming To Dinner?”, and “In The Heat
Of The Night” - to name a few.

Morgan Freeman is another of my favorite actors.  He was featured
with Jack Nicholson in “The Bucket List”. It’s the story about two termi-
nal cancer patients who find themselves sharing a room in the same hos-
pital (owned by Nicholson). Freeman is a garage mechanic with a won-
derful, caring family, while Nicholson is a successful owner of a chain of
hospitals although twice divorced.

When Freeman is waiting for the results of his medical examination
and tests, he prepares a list of the things that he would like to do before
he dies, which he calls his “Bucket List.” When he discards this piece of
paper Nicholson picks it up and asks him about it. Nicholson, who is sin-
gle and extremely wealthy, challenges Freeman to pursue the items on
this “Bucket List” before they “Kick The Bucket.” Nicholson has his own
private executive jet aircraft ready to take them to all the exotic places on
the “Bucket List.” One hilarious sequence has both of them jumping out
of an aircraft to do some sky diving.

Now that  I have your attention, I’d like to share with you some of my
pet peeves. One of them is the use of the phrase, “excuse me”. I was
taught as I was growing up to use this word if for some reason you invad-
ed another person’s space. For example, one day at the Rady Centre, I
had just pressed the button to open one of the gates at the entry desk,
when a young girl rushed in ahead of me as I was attempting to enter. I
yelled after her “excuse me!” and she yelled back “for what?” “For barg-
ing ahead of me after I had opened the gate!” I said to her. Reluctantly,
she herself responded, “excuse me.”

Then there was the story, about the life guard who was applying artifi-
cial resuscitation to a person who had almost drowned in the lake. A
bystander observed: “If you don’t get his bum out of the lake, you will
drain it dry.”

By

HARRY WARREN

‘Oslo,’ Bette Midler and Ben Platt take Tony Awards

(JTA) – “Oslo,” a play about the
1993 Oslo Accords, won the Tony
Award for best new play and its
Jewish lead actor, Michael Aronov,
was recognized as best featured actor
in a play. 

Bette Midler, the veteran Jewish
actress and singer, won for best
actress in a musical for “Hello Dolly”
as Broadway handed out its highest
honors on Sunday night in New York.
The play also won for best musical
revival. 

“Oslo,” a J.T. Rogers play in which
Israeli and Palestinian negotiators
struggle to hammer out a peace deal, received rave reviews for turning a
complicated history into a fast, entertaining three hours. Aronov played
Uri Savir, an Israeli negotiator in the 1990s talks. 

The musical “Dear Evan Hansen,” about a boy who gets caught up in a
lie after the death of a classmate, was named best new musical and led
the way with six Tonys, including for its star, the Jewish actor Ben Platt,
as best actor in a musical, and Rachel Bay Jones for best featured actress.
Benji Pasek, who is Jewish, and Justin Paul also won for best book, best
orchestrations and best original score. Paul won the Oscar this year for
“La La Land.” 

Rebecca Teichman won best director for “Indecent,” which recounts
the bumpy journey to Broadway of Sholem Asch’s controversial Yiddish
play “God of Vengeance.” 

Bette Midler in “Hello Dolly”
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Ed. note: In our coverage of  the
Rady JCC Sports Dinner, which was
held May 10, we were remiss in not
reporting on the special honour
accorded 93-year-old Max Labovitch,
who was the first Canadian Jewish
player in the NHL. Following are the
remarks read by dinner MC Jim Toth
about Labovitch: 

Max Labovitch, son of Joseph
and Goldy Labovitch, was
born in Winnipeg in 1924.

He is one of  six siblings, four brothers
and two sisters, all of whom were
raised in a Jewish home with strong
Jewish and Zionistic values, which
included attending the Peretz Folk
School and Isaac Newton High School.
Max as well as his two brothers, Lou
and Irv, are also members of the Rady
JCC Sports Wall of Fame. 

Max was seven years old when he
learned to skate. As a defenseman, he
first played exhibition hockey for three
years and was part of teams that won
the North Division and Manitoba championships. At age 11, Max played
Bantam B hockey with the Excelsiors, then Bantam A with the Midget
Excelsiors, and finally with the Juvenile Rangers at the Amphitheater. 

In 1941, at the age of 17, Max began his professional career with the New
Haven Eagles of the American Hockey league, where he shifted from
defense to right wing. Then, in 1942, Max, with his raven hair and donning
sweater #9, joined the New York Rangers, becoming the first Jewish hock-
ey player born in Canada to play in the NHL. When the New York Rangers
signed Max, their coach, Frank Boucher, commented that, “Max was a
standout stick handler and goal getter for the Winnipeg Rangers.” Max’s 

teammates included Fred
Shero, Doug Bentley and Bryan
Hextall.

Later, in 1943, Max played
for the New York Rovers, dur-
ing which time they won the
championship of the Eastern
Professional Division. He then
played Senior Hockey with the

Stan Evan Orioles  of Winnipeg. Here his team
won Manitoba and Thunder Bay
Championships. In 1944 Max moved to Los
Angeles where he played for the Los Angeles
Rambler, who won the Western Pro
Championship International League. He was a
standout with the Ramblers. “Fleet Mercury”
was the nickname given to Max by Andy
Mulligan, coach and manager of the Toledo
Mercurys, who noted that “Max is a boy who
can really go, and his charges down the ice are
dangerous to opponents.”

In 1945, he played for the Vancouver Pros and
won the Allan Senior Cup. Max was then captain
of the Toledo Mercurys for four years, during
which time the team won two championships.
He also received a Most Valuable Player award.
Max retired from professional hockey in 1951.

But Max did not stop there, as he continued to
play for 20 years with the Manitoba Old Timers
with pro legends Billy Mosienko, Bill Juzda, and
Pete Kapusta. After ice hockey, Max picked up
in-line skating and continued for 20 years until
the age of 83.

Max was also an excellent golfer. He won the
Amateur Club Champion at Bakersfield Country
Club and was the Bel Acres Club Champion for
several years. 

In his personal life, Max joined the YMHA in
1939 when it was located on Albert Street.
There, he played indoor hockey for many years,
during which time he met his beloved wife and
future golf partner of 55 YEARS, Loretta Gold.
Married for 55 years, they had two daughters,
Valerie and Harriet.

He is most proud of his four grandchildren,
who live in New York and Calgary. He is joined
today by his eldest grandson, Jeremy
Lowenstein, daughter Valerie and her husband
Arnie Lowenstein.

Now 93 years of age, Max remains a New
York Ranger alumnus, an active member of the
Winnipeg community and a strong supporter of
Israel. 

Max Labovitch: first Canadian Jewish player 
in NHL honoured at Rady JCC Sports Dinner

Longtime Rady JCC Sports Dinner volunteer
KEN EINHORN presents MAX LABOVITCH
with a special certificate marking his achieve-
ment. (grandson Jeremy Lowenstein at left)

MAX LABOVITCH with certificate

MAX with family members who attended the Sports
Dinner (standing, l-r): grandson JEREMY LOWEN-
STEIN, daughter VALERIE, and son-in-law ARNIE
LOWENSTEIN



You can’t keep a good man
down because, like some
poor panhandler down on

his luck, he will reappear time and
time again looking for a helping
hand in the form of some variety
of respectable employment -
preferably in a field he once knew.

Perhaps as a head or assistant
coach, quarterback coach, running

back coach, or offensive coordinator. Needing a fix and in
total desperation, he might even settle for a free pre-game
meal, a box of popcorn, and volunteer as a spotter in the
broadcast booth.

Most of the aforementioned types, you see, have an
addiction too. They were too much into pigskins - dating
back to their fond youth when they played minor or pro
football and when their fleeting, playing days ended, they then had to
endure the unkindest cut of all; yet they desperately fought to remain in the
game.

Take, for example, newly arrived head coach, MARC TRESTMAN, who
much to the delight of many, is back in the CFL to take over the reins of
the faltering Toronto Argonauts, where filling the seats is more difficult
than experiencing a root canal.

He began his love affair with the game as a quarterback for the
Minnesota Golden Gophers’ team, which lasted three years. Then, as a
senior, he transferred to play at Minnesota State University Moorhead. U.S.
college football isn’t exactly a pickup game at Kildonan Park. The young
man was a fine Jewish athlete in his day. 

How far away could the National Football League have been for a young
QB, eh? Far enough, it turns out. Marc attended the training camp of the
Minnesota Vikings in both 1978 and ’79 as a defensive back, though he
never made the regular season roster.

In 1981 the Minneapolis-born Trestman began his coaching career with
the University of Miami as a volunteer coach. In 1983 Marc was named
their quarterback coach.

The young man, at that juncture, then decided to invest in an insurance
policy by going into the law school in Minnesota and has, for decades, been
a member of the Florida Bar. 

As most of us who follow pro football know, Marc has  served as the head
coach of the Montreal Alouettes (2008-2012) and the Chicago Bears (2013-
14) of the NFL. He led Montreal to two consecutive Grey Cup champi-
onships (2009-2010) and was named CFL Coach of the Year in 2009.

In his five years with the Alouettes, Marc led his teams to seasons of 11-
7, 15-3, 12-6, 10-8, and 11-7 for a total won-lost mark of 59-31, which
averages out to .656. If he had been a major league baseball  that would
doubtless have resulted in his being knighted and given shares in the fran-
chise. 

In his two years at the helm of the Bears, he had won-lost records of 8-
8 and 5-11 for a 13-19 and .406 percentage which resulted in my subject
today being demoted so-to-speak to multiple important jobs as an assis-
tants; none were of the water-boy variety.

Because Marc has a resumé thicker than a New York telephone book,
countless coaching opportunities of all varieties became available for
Trestman and he has now resurfaced at age 61, north of the border.

I had the good fortune to join scrums following Montreal games in
Winnipeg in the five previous years he was in the CFL and learned that
Trestman is a first-class mensch. To wit: win or lose, he was always
respectful towards the media and his players.

How did it come to pass that  Marc - who is married to Cindy, with whom
he  has two daughters, Sarah Anne and Chloe -  is so polished? Perhaps
clues may be found in his first book he authored in 2010 named “ PERSE-
VERANCE: Life lessons on Leadership and Teamwork.”

It goes without saying that the most elated player on the Argonauts’ ros-
ter, when he learned that Trestman had been signed as the new head hon-
cho, was veteran signal caller Ricky Ray, 37, who still has a strong desire
to extend his career. In fact, he must have thought he had won the lottery,
especially when Ricky was told by Marc at the outset that regardless of the
fact that there were five other young lads vying for the starting job, the vet
was his starter for the 2017 season.

No surprise there, for a number of reasons: Trestman was a QB himself
back in the day and the QB coach for multiple college and pro football
franchises. Perhaps the most significant factor as far as Ray was concerned
was that Marc was the mentor who was primarily responsible for helping
the now retired QB Anthony Calvillo revive his career when he was also an
aging passer and at loose ends concerning his fading career. 

Come August, Calvillo will turn 45 and is currently the QB coach for the
Alouettes. The Canadian legend was one of seven pro signal callers to have
completed over 400 TD passes - the others being Brett Favre, Warren
Moon, Peyton Manning, Dan Marino, Tom Brady and Drew Brees. Not to
mention, Anthony is the all-time pro football passing yards leader with
79,816 yards.

Go ahead. Try and convince me that having
Trestman back in the CFL ain’t a windfall!
POST PATTER:

Time is drawing near for Sydney Hnatuk, a
15-year old competitive swimmer deluxe who
is preparing to participate in both the Canada
Summer Games to be followed by the
Maccabiah competitions shortly thereafter in
Israel. The Grade 9 student at Grant Park High
School, according to staff reporter Alana
Trachenko of the Charleswood Times noted
“Despite injuring her knees this year, the Jr.
Bisons swim club member is expanding her
repertoire to open-water swimming for her
upcoming competitions.” Hope this Jewish
fishes’ fins don’t wear down before it’s show
time in the pools for real.

The NHL expansion draft is nigh when the
Las Vegas Golden Knights take to the ice. Hopefully home grown skater,
Brendan Leipsic, who plays in the American Hockey League with the
Marlies, is exposed in the draft by his parent club the Toronto Maple Leafs
and he can earn a job with the latest franchise to begin play this fall. The
prolific forward was an outstanding scorer with the Portland Winterhawks
of the Western Hockey League. Last season he managed 18 goals and 33
assists in only 49 games and with the Leafs in a call-up, had a goal and two
assists in six games. Brendan, 23, is a strong skater with speed and one
tough hombre. He was an early selection (3rd round) of the 2012 NHL Entry
Draft by the Nashville Predators. Good luck big fellah!

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

Trust me! Trestman back in the CFL is a major windfall 
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THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Argos coach MARC TRESTMAN
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Gerry Posner

Iam a reunion guy
and have been a
part of many of

them. This September
I am returning to
Winnipeg for a
reunion of a different
kind: the 10th anniver-
sary of the Klezmer
cruise along the
Dnieper River in the
Ukraine. This tour, in
May, 2007, organized
by none other than
former Winnipeggers
Marc Dolgin and wife
AC (Berkowitz), was
a smash hit. The
reunion this year is
not quite reaching the
breadth and depth of
the Dnieper, but gaz-
ing at the Red River is
not a bad substitute. 

Back in 2007, over 150 people, mainly Canadians, but including others
from all over the world, met in Kiev and boarded a cruise boat, the Dnieper
Princess (but named by our leaders as the Dnieper Shlepper) for a Klezmer
Music Festival for over a week. The boat was without frills, the food bare-
ly passable -  unless you were a potato fan, accommodations quite basic,
and yet for those fortunate to have been a passenger, it was the best trip any
of us had ever been on in our lives. Why was that? Simply put, we had his-
tory, culture and music, visits to significant places in the Ukraine, (includ-
ing a return to shtetls from whence some of us traced our origins ) and all
of this wrapped into a week with an overflowing energy filling the boat,
complete with dance.

We were blessed with musical talent at the highest level including Josh
Dolgin, son of Marc & AC Dolgin,  a well known Canadian rapper, record
producer, famous for his mix of hip hop, klezmer and other styles such as
drum and bass and folk music. Also on the trip was star clarinetist David
Krakauer. There were many other outstanding musicians, one of whom was
the legendary Arkady Gendler, who just died in the last couple months at
age 95. We spent the week in lessons, or at lectures given along the way
relating to the Ukraine culture and history. We stopped along the way and
were joined by local talent from places like Dnepropetrovsk, Zaporozhye,
Kherson (where I chanted Haftorah at a kind of a synagogue), Odessa (the
New Orleans of Russia) Sevastopol, Yevpatoria, Yalta (these last three
located at the Black Sea). 

Now, 10 years later, a committee of alumni from the 2007 trip has
planned a return to those glorious days. Sid Robinovitch, one of Canada’s
foremost composers, and one of the original attendees, has arranged for
musical performances for this three day reunion in Winnipeg between
September 7-9, 2017. The committee - consisting of Joanne Rothberg,
Freydel Yamron, Maxine Gilman, Sharon and Arnold Glass, Harriet Lyons,
Fay Reich, Rochelle Pincovich, Sid Robinovitch, Marjorie Blankstein, and
the Dolgins, have put together a full three days of activities. 

The best part of this gathering is that for one event, the Saturday night
concert, the doors will be open to the entire community to attend. That con-
cert, to be held on September 9, 2017, will be at Temple Shalom and will
start at 8 PM. Tickets are $ 20.00. Josh Dolgin (Socalled) and some very
select Winnipeg Klezmer musicians will be featured. If you were one of
those very disappointed persons who missed the original go-around, you
can capture a piece of that moment at this concert in September. Count on
that for certain. To get tickets, go to this site on your computer.
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/klezmer-cruise-reunion-concert-tickets-
34889736140

In addition to the final concert, some of the other activities planned for
the group of now over 40 people who have signed on (Regrettably, over the
past 10 years, some of the original group have passed and others are too ill
to attend.) are: a bus tour of the north end (our version of traveling along
the Dniepper in the Ukraine); a Ukrainian lunch at the Ukrainian Labour
Temple; a Shabbat dinner at Shaarey Zedek with a special performance by

“Socalled”; a presentation and tour of the Canadian Museum of Human
Rights; and, of course, a tour of the Asper Campus. 

That time in the Ukraine was a one of a kind moment. Yet, for three days
in September, we expect to recreate that feeling of excitement and joy, lift-
ed to new heights by the Klezmer sounds emanating from the lips and fin-
gers of our musical troupe. You too can share in this life enriching experi-
ence. 

Returning to the Ukraine - 10 years later In Winnipeg
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London mayor, police get advice from 
Israel on fighting urban terrorism

(JTA) – London Mayor Sadiq Khan
said he spoke with Israeli officials for
advice on how to combat urban terrorism
in the wake of terror attacks in London
and Manchester. 

Khan told the London-based Jewish
News that his office and Metropolitan
Police counterterrorism officials had spo-
ken with officials in Israel. 

“My office has been in contact with not
only Tel Aviv but other places as well,”
he told the Jewish News in an interview
published Tuesday. 

In the wake of the conversations,
police took new actions, including plac-
ing concrete blocks in strategic locations
on London Bridge as is done at various sites in Israel. 

Khan also said that hate crimes had risen significantly in the wake of
the attacks. Police are taking a “zero tolerance” approach to hate crime,
he told the news website. 

“No hate crime will be regarded as too trivial to report,” he added. 
Several hate crimes against Jewish victims have been reported in recent

weeks, including an Orthodox Jewish teen who was beat up by minority
teens in a public park. 

Khan, who is Muslim, spoke Sunday night to about 1,000 guests at the
annual Jewish Care dinner in London, where he received sustained
applause. 

During his speech he pledged to use “all his influence” to try to repair
the rift between the Jewish community and the Labour Party, which has
been accused of institutional anti-Semitism. 

Scenes from the 2007 cruise on the Dneiper River
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