
By BERNIE BELLAN
This past April Shalom

Residences, which provides resi-
dences and supports for adults with
disabilities in our community,
opened its very first south end home.

Located in River Heights, at 841
Oxford Street (near Mathers
Avenue), this newest Shalom
Residence is now home to three
young adults: Micah Kraut,
Melanie Halprin, and Jesse Halkett.
(Micah and Melanie have lived in
Winnipeg all their lives, while
Jesse comes from Lac Brochet,
which is in northern Manitoba.)

According to Nancy Hughes,
executive director of Shalom
Residences, with the addition of the
Oxford Street home, there are now
seven houses operated by Shalom
Residences that have a total of 24
residents; in addition there are
eight adults living in apartments
under the aegis of Shalom
Residences; finally, there are three
young men still living with their
parents for whom Shalom
Residences provides outreach ser-
vices. The residents range in age
from 22-75, Hughes said.

The acquisition of the newest home on Oxford represents the fulfillment of a long-
held dream for Shalom Residences. With financial assistance and contributions of var-
ious items from a number of different organizations and groups, including the
Provincial Government Department of Family Services, the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba, the Manitoba Realtors Association Shelter Foundation, Manitoba Marathon,
Women’s Philanthropy Group of the Winnipeg Jewish Federation, and families of the
residents themselves, the Oxford Street home is truly a lovely residence.

Hughes says that, as of the present moment, there are five other individuals who
would like to move into a Shalom Residence. She adds that, if there is another
expansion of the number of residences operated by the organization, it will also be
in the south end.
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Stories about Jewish physicians in Manitoba fascinate
audience at Jewish Heritage Centre program

By BERNIE BELLAN
Seven years ago The

Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada produced
its most ambitious
endeavour to date: the
publication of historian
Allan Levine’s seminal
book chronicling the his-
tory of the Jews of
Manitoba, Coming of Age
- A History of the Jewish
People of Manitoba.

Now, the Jewish
Heritage Centre, in con-
junction with  Medical
Heritage Manitoba – a
branch of the University
of Manitoba’s medical
school, is about to embark
on another ambitious pro-
ject: the production of a
book devoted to chronicling the history of
Jewish physicians in Manitoba.

On a warm June evening, June 9, almost 200
individuals, many of whom were physicians
themselves, gathered to listen to stories about
Jewish physicians, as well as hear details of the
emerging project devoted to chronicling the
lives of Jewish physicians in this province. 

While the anecdotes told during the evening
were often quite fascinating, I have to wonder
why none of the speakers actually made refer-

ence to Allan
Levine’s book. One
chapter of Coming of
Age is devoted to the
subject of anti-
Semitism in
Manitoba, with a par-
ticularly long section
dealing with the quo-
tas that were imposed
upon Jewish students
wanting to enter the
faculty of medicine.

Notwithstanding
my quibbling with
that oversight, the
various speakers who
participated in the
JHC program were
uniformly entertain-
ing in their observa-
tions about the con-

tributions made by various Jewish doctors
over the years in this province.

In his introductory remarks, Dr. Arnold
Naimark, who was at one time dean of the
faculty of medicine here, also president of the
University of Manitoba, explained why it was
thought worthwhile to initiate a project whose
goal is to “assemble as many records as pos-
sible”, focused entirely on Jewish physicians. 

Dr. ARNOLD NAIMARK (left), for-
mer president of the University of
Manitoba, also a former dean of med-
icine, with Dr. LORNE BRANDES,
now retired after a long career as an
oncologist and researcher. Both spoke
at the JHCWC event.

Continued on page 13. See “Jewish physi-
cians”.

Shalom Residences opens first-ever south end home

The three residents of the Oxford Street
home (l-r): Micah Kraut, Jess Halkett,
Melanie Halprin.

The newest Shalom Residence at 841
Oxford.

Orlando and Tel Aviv shootings highlight
American-Israeli dichotomy on guns

By ALEX TRAIMAN/JNS.org
In a span of less than a week, deadly shooting sprees at the

hands of gunmen affiliated with Islamic terror movements
rocked Orlando and Tel Aviv. In America, the deadliest mass-
murder attack since Sept. 11, 2001, has strengthened calls for
stricter gun control laws. Yet in Israel, where many civilians
carry firearms, questions on how the terrorists acquired their
weapons did not spark national debate.

“Israelis relate to guns totally differently than Americans,”
said Marc Provisor, director of security projects for One Israel
Fund, an organization that provides security equipment to
Jewish communities in Judea, Samaria, and the Jordan Valley. 

A majority of terrorists who have attacked Israelis in recent
months have been neutralized by armed Israelis, including
police officers, off-duty soldiers, and even civilians.

“People here have guns out of a grim necessity. It’s not a
hobby,” Provisor told JNS.org.

In the United States, the right to bear arms is a now-chal-
lenged constitutional fixture, and many Americans possess
more than one weapon. Israel does not have an official consti-
tution, yet the country’s set of Basic Laws does not protect the
ability of any individual to have access to firearms. Many
Israelis carry firearms, yet there are strict controls on who is
allowed to possess a weapon, and citizens who carry them are
required to go through gun training. Israeli civilians are typi-
cally restricted to a single handgun and limited numbers of bul-
lets.

According to Provisor, there are certain criteria that an Israeli
civilian must meet before being permitted to own a handgun.  

“There is a medical review, there is a psychological review,
and Israeli police and security services check you out before
you are approved for a handgun. It’s not that easy….In Israel,
a gun is not looked at as a privilege, but rather as a responsi-
bility,” he said.

Avi Dobular, master shooting instructor at the Magnum 88
Range in Jerusalem, argued that the motivations are different
when it comes to Israeli and American citizens wanting to own
guns for self-defense.

“Here [in Israel] we’re not talking about somebody wanting
to break into your house and
steal your jewelry. Here it is an Continued on next page.
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Combined Jewish Appeal raises record amount 
Beneficiary agencies to receive $107,000 more than last year

By BERNIE BELLAN
The Combined Jewish Appeal raised a record $5.865

million in 2015. That surpasses last year’s total of $5.7
million and exceeds the previous record total of $5.8
million, which had been reached in 2013.

As a result of the success enjoyed by the CJA, the 12
beneficiary agencies of the Winnipeg Jewish
Federation will be able to receive $107,000 more in
funding than they had received last year.

The allocations were determined by the Federation’s
Allocations Committee. Here is what the Allocations
Committee reported, with respect to funds raised by
last year’s campaign: “Funds available for Allocation
are derived primarily from the CJA Campaign. The
total campaign includes funds that are designated to
specific projects and are not available for allocation.
Income from the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg’s
endowment fund Leave More than Memories at the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba is added to the total
available. Federation expenses are deducted from the
total campaign. Interest income from short term invest-
ments and tribute cards are added to the available dol-
lars. Accordingly, funds available for allocation for the
period of September 1, 2016 to August 31, 2017 are
$2,665,000. 

“Requests from local partner agencies exceeded dol-
lars available by $131,000.”

In a separate email received from Elaine Goldstine,
Federation CEO, we were told that, in addition to the
$2,665,000 to be allocated to the Federation’s benefi-
ciary agencies, a further $1,160,000 will be allocated as
“designated gifts” (which includes monies to be given
to various agencies and to Israel), and $550,000 will be
allocated to JFC/UIA (Jewish Federation
Canada/United Israel Appeal).

The increases in allocations to the beneficiary agen-
cies will be spread relatively evenly among the 12 ben-
eficiary agencies, with every agency receiving at least
a slight increase from the previous year’s allocation.

Of all the agencies, the one that came closest to
receiving almost the full amount of what it had request-
ed was Jewish Child and Family Service. JCFS
requested $791,000 for both the JCFS and the chap-
laincy service, which falls under the auspices of JCFS.
The total allocation for JCFS will be $786,000.

In singling out the JCFS for praise, the Allocations
Committee noted that the “Committee was impressed
with the responsible path the agency is taking to build
the addictions services program with sustainability in
mind. Their allocation request was careful and conser-
vative, their material thorough and their governance an
example for others.”

The full amount of each agency’s 2016/2017 allo-
cation is given in the table below.

existential threat to your life,” he
told JNS.org.

“Armed citizens increase the
overall security of the nation and
its people,” Dobular said. “There
cannot be a policeman or an
armed soldier on every block. So
an armed citizenry is very impor-
tant.” 

Self-perceived cultural differ-
ences between Israel and
America may contribute to the
fact that unprovoked usage of
firearms by civilians is a rare
occurrence in Israel.  

“Random gun violence is low
here because people are more
serious,” said Dobular. “Israelis
grow up in a gun culture. They
see people carrying guns from a
young age. They serve in the
army, where they are taught disci-
pline and responsibility. Plus,
people live a relatively happy life
here. And here there is no concept
of people taking out their prob-
lems on others with weapons.”

Palestinians, meanwhile, with
the exception of local police
forces in the West Bank, are gen-
erally not permitted to carry
firearms. Yet growing numbers of
Palestinians have been getting
their hands on weapons and using
them in deadly terror offensives.  

Over the past several years,
there has been a rising number of
Palestinian terrorist shooting
attacks against Jews driving on
roads, and in crowded areas like
shopping centers. During the
months-long wave of terror that
started last fall, in addition to
homemade guns and bombs,
Palestinian terrorists have uti-
lized their cars and even kitchen
knives as weapons. The terror
wave has indicated that
Palestinian attackers intent on
harming civilians will use what-
ever weapons they can get their
hands on—even improvised
weapons.  

Despite calls by Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu for
any future Palestinian state to be
completely demilitarized,
Palestinians have “a ton of
weapons,” Provisor told JNS.org.

“Israel has been instrumental in
arming Palestinian police
forces,” he said. “Palestinian
police were originally armed by
Israel as part of the Oslo agree-
ment. We first began to see these
weapons turned on Jews during
the second intifada.”

As a result of the persistent
threat of terror, Israel has been
easing gun controls to enable and
even encourage Jews living in
areas near large Palestinian com-
munities to acquire firearms. 
In October 2015, amid the
renewed surge of Palestinian
attacks, Jerusalem Mayor Nir
Barkat openly encouraged
Israelis with handguns to carry
them. He told Israel’s Army
Radio, “I think that carrying a
licensed pistol and knowing what
to do with it is imperative.  

Continued from previous page.



Ed. note: Arguably the most enthusiastic
promoter of Manitoba tourism ever, George
Gershman has passed away at the age of 93.
A canvass of our archives reveals that
George’s name appeared in our paper over
100 times. What we offer to readers here are
excerpts from three articles that were featured
within the pages of The Jewish Post & News
at different times. As Myron Love notes in the
first excerpt, George had three different chap-
ters in his long and varied career - with the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, Glendale Country
Club, and Charter House Hotel. George used
to love to say that  he went “from the house of
pray to the house of play to the house of
stay”.

Never one short for words, George
Gershman had an opinion on just about
everything, but for the thousands of people
who were fortunate to have met him, his
unbridled enthusiasm for whatever cause he
was championing was infectious. He will be
forever missed.

The following piece was written by Myron
Love in 2012:

George Gershman has always loved whatever occupation he has pur-
sued, be that youth director for the Shaarey Zedek (1949-59), general man-
ager of the Glendale Country Club (1960-1980) or general manager and
CEO of the Charter House Hotel (1980-1995).

Just turned 89, Gershman is still active and exudes a youthful joie de
vivre. He has been recognized many times over the years for both his pro-
fessional and volunteer accomplishments. His most recent honour came
about on Thursday, May 20, when Tourism Winnipeg bestowed on
Gershman its Lifetime Achievement Award.

“Before there was Linkedin, Twitter and Facebook connecting the
tourism industry, there was George Gershman,”
said Marina James, president of Tourism
Winnipeg, at the presentation. “His love of peo-
ple and his keen interest in sharing information
are at the heart of his personality. And with that,
he has a special ability to connect with others in
a way to create change.

At 89, Winnipeg’s tourism leader continues to
spread the good word about the city. 

With his twinkling blue eyes and friendly
charm, George continues to push for change for
tourism on the Provincial Taxi Board. His
incredible list of contributions include serving
on the board of Can-Man Tourism Agreement;
Canada Customs; Tourism Winnipeg; Tourism
Alliance for Western & Northern Canada; and
Folklorama, where he was personally credited
for advocating a two-week event in order to
attract more tourists. He has won awards from
Tourism Magazine, the Hall of Fame Tourism
Promotion of Merit by Tourism Industry of
Manitoba, a Tourism Ambassador Award from
Travel Manitoba, and the prestigious City of
Winnipeg Community Service Award in 2007.
He was the founder and chairman behind “Be a
Hometown Tourist” program, which encouraged
locals to recognize what we have in this city.
And he has served as president for the Tourism
Association of Winnipeg and vice president for
the Tourism Industry of Manitoba.

In accepting the award, Gershman spoke of the
importance in life of being positive. He also
passed on some of his motivational watchwords.
“You got to circulate to percolate and you have
to contact to contract,” he said. “There are four
fundamentals to leading a long and healthy life
– diet, exercise, staying active and having a sup-
portive wife.”

He has been married to Gloria for 63 years.
Gershman continues to serve on the Manitoba

Taxi Board and the Transportation Options
Network for Seniors. He remains a consultant
for the Shaftesbury Park Retirement Residence
and is available as a motivational speaker.
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Prominent Manitoba promoter George Gershman passes

This final excerpt is from a  1991 column by the late
Gene Telpner:

George Gershman, general manager of the Charterhouse,
is a bundle of optimism about the future of the hotel busi-
ness in this city.

Unlike any companies that are worried about G.S.T, and
other tax situations, George said the future never looked bet-

ter. Already, recent rankings of hotel-motel properties put his operation
among the top ten Canadian properties. He also manages to serve on
numerous boards in this city, and is a tower of strength in tourist pro-
motion. Goodness knows this city needs all the tourists it can get.

A conversation with George Gershman either in person or on the
phone is better than reading a newspaper. He is a veritable dictionary of
information about every aspect of business in this community.

Some freely say that the Glendale Country Club has never been the
same since George left its management several years ago for a new
career.

The following excerpt  is from a 2009 column by Myron:
Will Glendale’s alliance with 

Manitoba Club boost membership?
The irony of a strategic alliance between the largely Jewish

Glendale Golf and Country Club and the prestigious 135-
year-old Manitoba Club is certainly not lost on George
Gershman. A former general manager of the Glendale Club
and an honorary life member, the 86-year-old Gershman
well remembers when the Manitoba Club was off limits to
Jews and women. He recalls that Samuel Freedman,
Manitoba’s first Jewish Chief Justice (who was elevated to
the judiciary in 1960) would regularly refuse invitations to
dine at the club because it wouldn’t accept Jewish members.

“I once attended a function at the Manitoba Club with my
wife,” Gershman recalls. “The attendant at the door tried to
insist that she enter through the women’s entrance at the
side. I insisted that she walk in with me and we went in
together.”

GEORGE GERSHMAN with a plaque
denoting his contribution to Manitoba
tourism



Short Takes
The mass killing in Orlando last week pro-

voked the usual storm of outrage from a myriad
of different commentators – although the outrage
varied depending on the perspective of the per-
son voicing the outrage. 

Liberals lamented the ease with which, once
again, an individual in the United States was able
to acquire the kind of assault rifle that one would

think would be of absolutely no use to anyone except for someone in the
military. And, even though Donald Trump went ridiculously overboard in
accusing President Obama and Hillary Clinton of not wanting to use the
term “fundamentalist Muslims”, he did have a point that politicians often
bend over backwards using euphemisms for radical or fundamentalist
Muslims. 

Do you think that maybe, just maybe, after the third mass shooting now
by a Muslim in the United States in recent years, we are witnessing a trend
that is likely to continue, which is mass shootings by Muslims, apparently
in alignment with radical Muslim groups, but without any direct coordina-
tion with those groups?

While I understood the reasoned responses of both President Obama and
Hillary Clinton to the Orlando shootings, especially President Obama’s
lamenting the inability of American politicians to make any meaningful
changes to gun control laws, the problem isn’t just the ease with which so
many individuals in the United States can acquire high-powered guns.
There is also the problem of attempting to balance the rights of an individ-
ual to privacy and freedom of thought with the rights of members of soci-
ety to be protected. 

Members of the LGBT community focused on the fact that the shootings
took place in a gay nightclub, but didn’t dwell on the fact that the shooter
was a Muslim. I didn’t hear anyone from the LGBT community comment
on the shooter’s father’s pronouncement that gays deserved to die, but only
at God’s hands. This wasn’t just an act of homophobia; it was a deliberate
act perpetrated by a Muslim (who may, it turns out, have been gay himself
in a strange but understandable twist that might help to explain his actions
if he was struggling with his own angst over being a gay Muslim) in accor-
dance with anti-gay attitudes prevalent in Islam.

Right-wing commentators pointed to the extreme homophobia associated
with fundamentalist Muslims, but didn’t draw the same connection
between fundamentalist members of other religions, including Jews and
Christians, and extreme homophobia. Can we be honest about this? The
Torah is replete with condemnations of homosexuality. Sure, liberal Jews
(and even some Orthodox Jews) can bend themselves into pretzels trying
to explain away the Biblical injunctions against homosexuality, but for fun-
damentalist adherents of the Mosaic religions, it’s pretty clear that homo-
sexuality is an abomination in God’s eyes. A few years ago I read a huge-

ly sarcastic book that
pointed out the Torah’s
position on homosexu-
ality. That book was
titled God Hates You if
You’re Gay and Loves
the Smell of Burning
Fat. (That latter refer-
ence is to the Torah’s
preoccupation with
rules governing animal
sacrifice.) 

Let’s also remember
the attacks by ultra-
Orthodox Jews in Israel
on women. When it
comes to religious
zealots prepared to
uphold their beliefs,
right now Muslims may
be the scariest, but it
wasn’t too long ago that
Christians were quite
willing to burn heretics
and non-believers at the
stake. If anything, the
lesson is that religious
fanatics are capable of
outrageous acts no mat-
ter which religion.

Frankly though, when
it comes to dealing

honestly with Islam, however, the commentators who make the most sense
to me are individuals who would be considered liberal in most respects, but
who refuse to align themselves with the purveyors of political correctness.
My hero in this regard has always been Bill Maher, whose show “Real
Time with Ball Maher” can be seen on HBO. Maher’s savage skewering of
almost anyone with whom he disagrees can be cruel, but he always backs
up his arguments with facts. Of course, which facts he chooses to advance
is problematic but, like another HBO personality, John Oliver, of “Last
Week with John Oliver”, Maher can be deadly in skewering sacred cows.

A while ago Maher had a show during which he offered up a litany of poll
results from around the world showing that Muslim attitudes on a whole
host of issues were predominantly anachronistic by Western standards –
and not just liberal Western standards. 

Homophobia is pervasive among Muslims everywhere, Maher was able
to show, but even something that I’m sure even the most conservative Jews
or Christians would find odious – support for honour killings, receives sub-
stantial support among Muslims throughout the world, and not just in Arab
countries. I’m not talking about majority support; but even if only a small
number of Muslims support honour killings, in this case, one is too many.

Okay, I know the counter argument: Muslims who have emigrated to the
West have often moved here precisely because they want to escape that
mentality. Islam, we are told, is a religion of peace. But, any examination
of the Koran will reveal that, at best, it’s a mass of contradictions, calling
for tolerance on the one hand, but ordering the killing of unbelievers on the
other.

I don’t know about you, but when I see a woman clad in a burkah head-
to-toe, which is something I’ve seen more often of late in Winnipeg than I
have in the past, I cringe. It’s so commonly seen in cities like Toronto that
I suppose residents of that city may have grown quite accustomed to see-
ing something that is so medieval and misogynistic that it cannot be per-
ceived as anything less than barbaric by anyone who truly gives a damn
about real human rights. But, when you see a husband and wife out in pub-
lic, with the wife wearing a burkah – and remember, a woman wearing a
burkah will always be in the company of a male, how respectful do you
think either that man or woman is likely to be of gay rights?

Yet, it’s supposedly Westernized Muslims who have been involved in the
three mass shootings which I referenced earlier – the shootings by an army
psychiatrist in Fort Hood, Texas, in 2009; the shootings by a couple in San
Bernadino in 2015; and now the shootings in Orlando this month. If there’s
one saving grace from the most recent episode of mass killings, however,
it’s that Donald Trump does not appear to have benefited in the polls from
his attacks on Obama and Clinton for their refusing to use the term “fun-
damentalist Islam”. Normally one would expect that Americans would sup-
port that kind of right-wing demagoguery following such a tragic incident.
In this case though, it appears that Trump’s message of bigotry toward so
many groups, especially Latinos, has worn thin and perhaps tiresome to the
vast majority of Americans. Still, one can only hope that law enforcement
authorities in the U.S. are doing their utmost to quietly infiltrate the
mosques that are the source of so much Muslim hatred, along with keeping
tabs on the Internet sites from where so many of those “lone wolf” killers
are drawing their inspiration.

Turning to a completely different subject, the financial reports of both the
Winnipeg Jewish Federation and the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba are,
yet again, confirmation that when it comes to the financial well-being of
the Jewish community here, those two pillars upon which our community
rests are rock solid. For some time now I have been pointing to the relative
stability of those two key institutions as signs that the future financial situ-
ation of the Jewish community here is insured. Thus, the organizations that
are dependent upon regular financial support, such as the 12 member agen-
cies of the Jewish Federation, can look forward to continued support for
years to come.

At the same time though, one has to wonder about the future of the com-
munity as a whole. I’ve made the point many a time in this column that,
while the bricks and mortar underlying the Jewish community are solid, the
existential question what defines a Jewish community is still up in the air
here. For instance, if the Gray Academy continues to suffer a decline in
enrolment – as would appear to be the case; synagogues continue to lose
members; the cost of keeping kosher continues to skyrocket; and younger
members of the community – along with newcomers to Winnipeg, remain
only marginally connected to the Jewish community, what is the long term
outlook for the Jewish community here?

At least when it comes to responsible administration, our Jewish organi-
zations are extremely successful, but that’s probably due more to the
groundwork laid by earlier generations of community leaders than any-
thing. How likely is that to be the case 20 or 30 years from now, I wonder?
Just think how much of a change our community has undergone in the past
20 years.
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Seven Oaks battle example of use
of disproprtionate force?

By MYRON LOVE
A couple of weeks ago, the Free Press ran a story about the “Seven

Oaks Massacre”, an event in the early history of Manitoba which is com-
memorated by a plaque at the corner of Rupertsland and Main Street. The
incident in 1820 involved a clash between a group of newly-arrived Lord
Selkirk settlers – under the auspices of the Hudson’s Bay Company and
a larger group of Métis who were employees of the rival North West
Company. In the brief exchange of gunfire, 20 of the settlers – including
HBC Governor Robert Semple – died with just one loss of life on the
other side. 

“The body count suggests a massacre,” noted the Free Press editorial
writer, “but, since Semple and his party had armed themselves and sal-
lied forth from Fort Douglas to confront Cuthbert Grant’s armed and
mounted group, they were not the innocent, defenceless victims the term
might suggest.”

The editorial goes on to note that the incident has recently been
reassessed and a new, more “politically correct” version has been
installed - one which places the blame for the action on the two corpora-
tions, the rival fur-trading companies. “Métis and the settlers, the new
panels explain, were caught up in the struggle between HBC and NWC.
It was not really their fight (the Métis and the settlers), but it was almost
impossible to remain neutral. They were each trying to protect their
homes and livelihoods, both of which were threatened by this corporate
warfare.”

The point of the Free
Press story is not specif-
ically about the new
interpretation, but rather
how the interpretations
of historic events can
change from generation
to generation.

The story led me to
think about how
Palestinians so readily
throw around charged
words such as “mas-
sacre” every time there
is conflict between
Palestinian and Israeli
forces and how readily –
just by comparing the
number of dead on each side –  much of the Western media immediately
accept the Palestinian description, even though in most cases the
Palestinian side provokes the conflict – just as Governor Semple seems to
have provoked the firefight with the better trained and larger Métis force.

And then there is that term, “disproportionate response”, that anti-Israel
activists, NGOs, media commentators and diplomats seem to like to
apply to Israeli actions after Palestinian-Israeli conflicts, based solely on
the casualty figures.

I would argue that applying that phrase to Israel is a form of anti-
Semitism on the basis that no other country is ever accused of a “dispro-
portionate response”. Couldn’t you argue that what the Saudis have been
doing, bombing Yemen, is “disproportionate”?  What about Russian
bombing of Syrian civilian areas? Why is it only Israel that is charged
with “disproportionate force” when the other aforementioned countries’
actions have led to far greater casualties in situations where said countries
are not even threatened?

And, in fact, the term is utter nonsense. In war, the aim for the combat-
ants (at least in democratic countries such as Israel) is to minimize their
own side’s casualties while maximizing the enemy combatants’ casual-
ties on the other side in order to end the fighting as soon as possible.

Fortunately for Israelis, their government, through the development of
high tech aids such as the Iron Dome system, frequent drills and bomb
shelters for most Israelis, has succeeded beyond the most optimistic
expectations in protecting Israeli citizens in the two most recent wars
with Hamas-ruled Gaza.

Hamas, on the other hand, doesn’t seem to make any effort to protect
its population. On the contrary, Hamas and the other Palestinian fighting
groups seem to do the exact opposite and go out of their way to put their
own people in the line of fire by stocking weapons in private residences,
hospitals and schools and firing missiles from populated areas. It is, in
fact, only through Israeli restraint that the casualty figures on the
Palestinian side are not much greater (i.e. not 40 or 50 to one but closer
to 10-15 to one).

Thus, instead of condemning Israel for using “disproportionate force”,
why don’t the usual suspects more often condemn the Palestinians for
continually putting their own people on the front lines while the
Palestinian fighters hide behind them.

OP-ED
Anti-BDS laws don’t perpetuate
discrimination. They prevent it.

By EUGENE KONTOROVICH
CHICAGO (JTA) – On June 16, the New Jersey Assembly is expected

to have a final vote on a bill restricting the state’s dealings with companies
that boycott Israel. The measure, S1923/A925, would have the Garden
State join the nine states that have already adopted such measures in just
the past year. Last week, Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed an executive order
implementing similar policies in New York state.

These bills are motivated by state lawmakers’ conviction that boycotts of
Israel are fundamentally discriminatory and often a thin veil for anti-
Semitic motives. They have passed by overwhelming bipartisan votes. But
some critics of the measures have recently begun to argue that they violate
the First Amendment.

It is important to make clear what these laws do and do not do. None of
the laws bans or punishes criticism of Israel, or stops anyone from boy-
cotting Israel. They apply solely to businesses that contract with or get
investment money from state governments.

These laws simply say: If you want the state to do business with you, you
need to abide by the state’s policies of sound and fair business practices,
including anti-discrimination rules.

Take, for example, a company whose CEO speaks out strongly against
Israel and hangs a banner from its headquarters that says “Zionism =
Racism.” That company would in no way be affected by such laws.

That’s because these laws are not about speech or viewpoints. They are
about unfair and discriminatory business decisions. And whether one
agrees or not with such laws as a policy matter, there is no question they
do not pose a First Amendment problem.

Under well-established U.S. Supreme Court precedent, states can choose
not to do business with companies that they regard as engaged in discrim-
inatory activity. That is how states routinely legislate, for example, that
their taxpayer money will not go to businesses that maintain sexual-orien-
tation boycotts. Indeed, many localities even require state contractors to
engage in affirmative action hiring policies – even if the contractors have
a principled objection to affirmative action. The contractors are entitled to
their viewpoints, but the state can legislate about their business practices.

Moreover, if refusing to do business with a country constitutes protected
speech because it expresses criticism of a country, then the opposite is also
true. That is, choosing to do business could also be a political statement.
Yet as Israel boycotters love to point out, some U.S. states adopted boy-
cotts of South Africa. Today, many states restrict business with companies
because of their business with Iran or Sudan.

If choosing whether to do business with a country is protected speech, it
would lead to the surprising conclusion that states could not regulate any
of this conduct. The First Amendment is content neutral and protects
expressing support for the government of Iran or South Africa as much as
it protects criticism of them.

Some boycott apologists say they are just standing up for human rights.
That’s what they say – but state legislators are not bound by the First
Amendment to agree with them, any more than they were obligated to
accept the argument of some apartheid apologists that they are really moti-
vated by fighting communism.

Instead, state legislators are free to take the word of the founders and
leaders of the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement, who have
repeatedly made clear that their problem is with the existence of the Jewish
state itself. They can notice, as they do in other discrimination situations,
the broader context: that the BDS movement is a direct continuation of the
Arab League boycott, which is as old as Israel itself. The boycott existed
before Israel took control of territories across the 1949 Armistice Lines.

It is true that Israel is not synonymous with Jews. But having a largely Jewish
population, and being home to the plurality of the world’s Jews, it is certainly
a proxy for Jewishness. Just as a company runs afoul of discrimination rules
by using proxies like “neighborhood” for impermissible bias, lawmakers can
reasonably conclude that an Israel-focused boycott is such a proxy.

Indeed, Spanish and French courts ruled recently that the boycott move-
ment is a form of nationality-based discrimination.

The American Civil Liberties Union in New Jersey has come out against the
bill. Under the statute, like its companions in other states, regular commercial
decisions that are not boycott-related do not trigger the law’s provisions.

Critics of the bill, including the ACLU, use this banal feature to argue
that the statute creates a “thought police” that will have to determine a
company’s “motivation” in not doing business with Israel. However, anti-
discrimination law typically requires the government to make a decision
about motives. If a company fires a gay person, it could be because of nor-
mal business reasons or because of their sexual orientation. It is exactly
because discriminatory business decisions can look like regular ones that
the question of intent is always primary.

The ACLU does not see other anti-discrimination laws as creating a
“thought police” into company’s motives. But there is only one
Constitution, and its meaning does not change when it comes to Israel.

(Eugene Kontorovich is a professor at Northwestern University’s
Pritzker School of Law. He has been involved in drafting numerous anti-
boycott laws across the country.)

Couldn’t you argue that what
the Saudis have been doing,

bombing Yemen, is “dispropor-
tionate”?  What about Russian

bombing of Syrian civilian
areas? Why is it only Israel that
is charged with “disproportion-
ate force” when the other afore-

mentioned countries’ actions
have led to far greater casualties

in situations where said coun-
tries are not even threatened?



Jewish community members turn out in large numbers 
for annual cancer research fundraiser

For the past year, Bryan Klein has been focusing
his fundraising activity almost entirely on our
community’s annual CJA campaign.

“We had a record year,” says the 2015-2016
campaign chair who is staying on for one more
year.

Although Klein is restricting his charitable
activities only to the CJA while campaign chair,
he did make an exception for the annual
CancerCare Manitoba Foundation 20K Challenge

for Life Walk which took place this year on Saturday, June 11. And Klein
once again demonstrated his fundraising prowess by personally raising
over $11,000 – eighth best among all participants.

Klein’s team (which consisted of his youngest daughter, Julie, and close
friend Sharon Zalig), walking under the Team SLH banner, raised over
$15,000. The impetus for the Klein Family’s participation in the cancer
research fundraiser is Susan Klein’s ongoing struggle with cancer. (Susan
is Bryan’s wife.)

“Cancer is a plague,” Bryan Klein says. This year, more than 6,000
Manitobans will be diagnosed with cancer. It’s a staggering number. We
visit Cancer Care Manitoba several times a month. Cancer doesn’t dis-
criminate. It affects the lives of low and high, rich and poor and young and
old. It is a scourge which must be eradicated.”

This was the third go around for Team SLH. Thus far, the Klein Family
(including daughters Baillie, Sarry and Julie) and their supporters have
raised over $100,000 toward finding a cure for cancer.

As usual, this year’s walk attracted a large Jewish contingent. Half of the
ten teams that participated had a significant Jewish flavor. The Serratus
Superstars, for example, included close to 20 Jewish participants on a team
of 25. This year, the Serratus Superstars raised over $56,000, the largest
amount by far of the community teams (as compared to corporate teams –
only three of which surpassed the Serratus team in the amount of money
raised). The Serratus Superstars is made up of a group of friends who have
been doing the Cancercare Challenge for Life Walk since its inception in
2008. 

“We have raised over $255,000 for cancer research over the past eight
years,” says team member Dr. Cathy Moser (who also participated in a
walk to raise funds for Alzheimer’s Disease research three days later; she
says that her mother died as a result of cancer, wile her father had
Alzheimer’s).

The other team members included; Cathy Moser, Don Aronovitch, Faren
and Keevin Bernstein, Bobby and Debby Brown, Harvey and Michelle
Chochinov, Andrea Downey-Frnachuk, Jeff Itskow, Sharon Goszer-Tritt
and Steven Tritt, Gayle Marcus, Steve Moscovitch, Monica Newman, Vera
Paletta, Maureen Penko, Esther and Rick Penner, Randee Pollock, Susan
Remis, Vivienne Rowan, Pam Vine,  Harriet and Leanne Zimmer.

Kids Count, the second most successful community team in terms of dol-
lars raised, is a team that was founded by Noah Palansky after his mother,

Naomi, was originally
diagnosed with a rare
form of cancer in
April 2008. Sadly, she
passed away in
November 2010, at
the age of 46, leaving
to mourn her husband,
Bruce, as well as
Noah and his sister,
Lexi.

(Naomi’s sister,
Michelle Moyer, was
claimed by cancer just
a few months later.)

“The feeling when
we heard the diagno-
sis is indescribable,”
said Noah (who was
11 at the time), in an
earlier interview. “It is
something that I will
remember for the rest
of my life.

“I wanted to do
something to make a
difference.”

What Noah did –
first – with  his
younger sister, Lexi,
a couple of years later,

was to sign up for the 2nd annual Challenge for Life 20 km Walk in June
2008. He solicited $14,000 worth of support that first time.

This year Noah (who is entering his third year at the Asper School of
Business), and Lexi (who is going into Grade 11), and their supporters (
Amy Baron, Ilan Jacobowitz, Nicole Margolis, Adam Yusim, Cyle McNab,
Payton Probetts and Cari Slayen),  are back for the ninth time (seventh time
for Lexi), more determined than ever - to reach their ultimate goal to raise
$1 million for cancer research. This year, the team raised $26,000,  of
which Noah himself brought in over $7,000.

Thus far, the Palanskys and friends’ fundraising efforts have raised over
$725,000.

Team Schvesters’ nearly $16,000 raised was the fifth highest total this
year. The team consists of Adam Nepon and his wife, Dana Harvey, her
mother, Benji Harvey, Jack, Lesly and Shaun Katz, Shannon Curtaz, Jody
Van de Vijsel, Rocky Pollack, Larry Saifer, Kiera Kaltchev and Mary
Goska. The team was inspired by the “Greenfield girls”, sisters Benji
Harvey, Lesly Katz and Debby Lewis, two of whom have been diagnosed
with breast cancer. One is in remission while the other is still receiving
treatment. The team has been part of the cancer fundraiser for ten years in
a row.

Nancy’s Nightingales, which included friends Connie Botelho, Joanne
Katz, Harriet Lyons, and Louise Raber raised just over $10,000 this year.
“We have been participating in the Challenge since day one,” says Raber.
“Per capita, we did very well.”

The group of nurses started walking for cancer in honour of Nancy, a
mutual friend who was diagnosed with breast cancer nine years ago (she’s
since recovered). “There are certainly other Nancys out there,” Raber says.
(One of the team members, Harriet Lyons, is also a cancer survivor.)

Gutsy walk aims to raise awareness about
Inflammatory Bowel Disease

Although Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD) – more popularly known
as Crohn’s Disease or Colitis, which are variants of the illness – has been
with us for quite a long time (and a significant percentage of those afflict-
ed with the illness are Jewish), it is a condition that people are reluctant to
talk about and about which many people know very little.

Crohn’s can affect you anywhere along the digestive system, from mouth
to rectum. Whie Crohn’s commonly affects the lower part of the small
intestine, Colitis strikes only in the bowel/large intestine and rectum. 

Typical of individuals who suffer from IBD is Aaron Yanofsky. The actu-
arial associate at Great West Life was diagnosed with full blown ulcerative
colitis six years ago. After three surgeries, the most recent five months ago,
Yanofsky is back at work full time, regaining the weight he lost, feeling
much better and playing softball and soccer again.

“There is a stigma attached to colitis,” Yanofsky notes. “People don’t
want to talk about it. I am using myself as a platform to reach out to others
with this condition and raise awareness about it.”

To that end, Yanofsky recently participated in the Chrohn’s and Colitis
Foundation of Canada’s annual cross Canada Gutsy Walk, on Sunday, June
5, an event that is intended to raise money for research and raise awareness.

Because he was out east on business at the time, Yanofsky participated in
the Gutsy Walk in Quebec City. “I sent emails to friends and co-workers,
past professors and classmates, and received a tremendous response,” he
says. “My initial goal was to raise $1,000. I surpassed that after three days.
I raised my goal to $5,000. As of June 7th, I had personally raised $9,000
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AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Continued on page 17. See “Myron Love”.

The Serratus Superstars - one of ten teams that participated in the
recent CancerCare Manitoba Foundation 20K Challenge for Life
Walk. Each team raised funds for CancerCare Manitoba, with the
Serratus team raising over $56,000. In the picture above are 24 mem-
bers of the Serratus team, of whom the majority were Jewish.
(Serratus is the name of a gym at which founding members of the team
worked out.



Jewish Foundation surpasses $100 million in total capital
By BERNIE BELLAN

The Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba has shown remark-
able growth since its low point
following the 2008 stock mar-
ket crash which saw its total
capital plunge to only $52 mil-
lion from over $60 million
before the crash.

Its total capital now stands at
$104 million. That was one of
the most impressive facts
reported at the Foundation’s
Annual General Meeting,
which was held Wednesday,
June 15, in the foyer of the
Berney Theatre.

Here are some other high-
lights of the Foundation’s 2015
financial report:

• In the 50 years since its
inception in 1965, the JFM has
given out almost $55 million in
grants.

• In 2015 the JFM awarded $3.34 million in grants to 238 organizations
• It also received $3.35 million in new contributions
• The return on investments was 8.52%

In her president’s report, JFM President Anita Wortzman focused on a
strategic planning initiative into which the JFM board had entered in 2015.
The purpose of the initiative was to “know where we are going,” Wortzman
said, “and have a plan to sustain our tremendous growth”.

As a result of the initiative the board decided to reduce its size in order
to streamline the decision-making process.

In the Foundation’s Annual Report, which was also distributed at the
AGM, Wortzman wrote: “…we are putting ourselves in a position to oper-
ate even more efficiently for the long term. Our new governance structures
will allow us to take advantage of the expertise of our community’s lead-
ing volunteers.”

Following Wortzman’s remarks, JFM CEO Marsha Cowan added to the
information that had already been given by Wortzman. She noted that, for
the first time, the Foundation did an in-depth analysis of the impact of the
Book of Life, in which individuals designate funds to be given to the JFM
upon their passing.

Over $12 million has been received by the Foundation from Book of Life
signers (who are now deceased) already, Cowan noted. In addition, a fur-
ther $25 million is expected to be received in future years from living indi-
viduals who have signed the Book of Life.

Cowan also reported that 12 estate gifts were received by the Foundation

in 2015 worth almost $1.3 mil-
lion. Of those gifts, the largest,
$1.1 million, was received from
the estate of the late Irma Penn
(in the name of Irma and
Marvin Penn).

One final aspect of the JFM’s
financial report that caught my
eye was that, even though the
Foundation’s total assets grew
from $96.3 million in 2014 to
$104.3 million in 2015, admin-
istrative and operating expens-
es remained relatively stable at
$1.26 million (compared with
the previous year’s $1.17 mil-
lion).

Certainly the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba has
been an extremely well-run
organization and is well posi-
tioned to remain a pillar of the
community for years to come.
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Lost and Forgotten Art and Artists Rediscovered
On June 4, 2015 a new and very unique gallery opened in Manitoba.

Bulrushes Gallery features a vast collection of lost and forgotten art
rediscovered for people to enjoy. Three kilometers west of the resort
community of Winnipeg Beach and only 55 kilometers North of
Winnipeg, Bulrushes is situated on a picturesque and tranquil country
setting. Bulrushes is quickly becoming a favorite destination spot in
Manitoba’s beautiful Interlake district. 

Bulrushes Gallery offers an exceptional collection of rediscovered
paintings, drawings and prints that cover many different styles from
modern, traditional, mid-century and contemporary. Bulrushes is excit-
ed to reintroduce people to some of Manitoba’s and Canada’s best
artists, artists who were well known and highly regarded years ago but
who are now often forgotten and overlooked. “We are also showcasing
new and emerging artists as well as those from our rich artistic past”,
said gallery curator Tim Wall. The gallery includes new works from a
select group of talented Canadian artists. Gallery owner Don Rogers
said “Rediscovered art provides a wonderful opportunity for people to
acquire fine art, from well-known artists, without the high end price
tag. Our goal is to make art accessible and get people excited about
art.” The gallery also houses a wonderful collection of mid-century
pottery, in addition to pottery, glass work and jewelry from contempo-
rary artists.

Visitors to Bulrushes have been very complimentary, saying things
such as;

“You have such a precious treasure there. I’m still re-running snap-
shots in my mind of what I saw and the feeling that I got there. Thank
you for sharing your wonderful gift.”

Location: 801 Kernstead Road, Winnipeg Beach
Website: www.bulrushesgallery.ca
Email: bulrushes@mymts.net
For more information contact Tim Wall at 1-204-794-8903 or email

bulrushes@mymts.net.

ANITA WORTZMAN
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba

President

MARSHA COWAN
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba

CEO



An opportunity to learn from those who know best:
Summer internship at the International
Institute for Counter Terrorism in Israel

By BENJI AZIZA
Instead of taking summer courses at the

University of Manitoba this summer, I decided
to apply for an internship at the International
Institute for Counter Terrorism at the
Interdisciplinary Center in Herzliya, Israel. 

After living in Israel for almost six years and
missing the country terribly (especially the
food), I was searching for an excuse to spend an
extended period of time in the country. 

The International Institute for Counter
Terrorism (ICT) is an open source think tank,
specializing in analysis of terror events, national
security, homeland security, national defense,
security strategies and more. 

It is one of the leading academic institutions
for counter-terrorism in the world, facilitating
international cooperation in the global struggle
against terrorism. 

As a student in the Political Studies depart-
ment at the University of Manitoba, terrorism is
a common theme brought up in many of my lec-
tures and most of my term papers have been
based on either Middle Eastern security chal-
lenges or Canadian counter terrorism efforts.
Having served in the IDF during several of its
military operations, I gained an appreciation for
the people who dedicate their time and effort to
better understand why terror events occur and
how they might be prevented. 

As counter terrorism is a field I would like to
pursue professionally, I figured that the ICT
would expose me up-close to the world of
counter terrorism in a country that has had to, via
necessity, become expert in the field. 

After being accepted into the program, I was
not entirely sure what to expect from the experi-
ence. I essentially showed up at the campus
where the ICT is housed not fully knowing what
I would be doing for the next three months or
whom I would be working with. However, after
having just completed my first month of the
internship I can say that this experience has
exceeded my expectations and has been incredi-
bly rewarding. 

I sit at a desk in an office with ex-high ranking
officers from the top intelligence units in the
IDF, along with a former head of the Mossad,
and the director of the program, someone who
essentially revolutionized the way the world
analyzes and bases their counter-terror efforts:
Dr. Boaz Ganor. 

Every week we have guest speakers,  including
a representative of the FBI stationed in Israel and
a former head of the Israeli Prison Service. In
addition to attending lectures, interns are given a
personal project which could be described as a
thesis paper. With guidance from my advisor, I
began researching and writing my paper,  focus-
ing on the recruitment and radicalization of
Somali and other youth in Minnesota and their
association to both al-Shabaab (al-Qaida in
Somalia) as well as the Islamic State. 

Outside of my time spent in the internship pro-
gram, I have made a concerted effort to acquire
a better understanding of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. After having lived in the region for
almost a third of my life and having taken
numerous Middle Eastern political science
courses at the University of Manitoba, I contin-
ue to expand my understanding of the difficulty
in grasping the full complexity of the Israel-
Palestinian situation.

In my attempt to appreciate more fully the
Palestinian narrative, I have spent time over the
last month in the West Bank and East Jerusalem.

The opportunity to meet and hear stories direct-
ly from  Palestinians I met has provided me with
a perspective that was lacking in my long held
views of the conflict. 

As a frequent visitor to Israel and then, as an
Israeli citizen, it was far easier for me to avoid
going to Palestinian populated areas of the coun-
try and to live daily life as if severe problems did
not surround me. 

However, although challenging, it has now
become vitally important for me to hear all sides
of the story, whether I agree or not. Perhaps
when an attempt is made to gain a holistic pic-
ture of the situation, along with the needs, goals
and challenges faced by both sides of the con-
flict, maybe just maybe, peace in Israel can seem
possible. 

By the time my internship finishes at the end
of August, I hope to have my thesis finished with
the possibility of being published. As the
Institute for Counter Terrorism only publishes
only a third of interns’ completed works, this
will not be easy to achieve, but I feel that the
research that I am doing is fairly innovative and
relatively unexplored. It could possibly shed
light as to why Minnesota has the highest num-
ber of  jihadist fighters who travel to foreign
nations to fight in the name of their religion.

I feel extremely lucky to have the opportunity
to experience Israel through the lens of this
internship in counter terrorism. It has expanded
my knowledge base, my perspective and has fur-
ther enhanced my appreciation for the complex-
ities and challenges that are today not just facing
Israel, but the entire world as well.

For information on ICT’s annual counter ter-
rorism conference (September 2016) that fea-
tures international representation of leading
experts in the field or if you have questions
about the ICT or would like to acquire their pub-
lications please visit the ICT website at
www.ict.org.il 
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BENJI AZIZA at the Interdisciplinary
Center in Herzliya where he is doing a sum-
mer internship studying counter-terrorism

• HOMES     • COTTAGES     • ADDITIONS
• RENOVATIONS   • WINDOWS + DOORS 

• ROOFING   • SIDING   • DECKS   • FOUNDATIONS 

Gimli (204) 642-8488 or Wpg. Direct: 757-2242

DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE
Dave LaRocque or Cliff SveinsonCall:

Perhaps when an attempt is made
to gain a holistic picture of the
situation along with the needs,
goals and challenges faced by

both sides of the conflict, maybe
just maybe, peace in Israel can

seem possible. 
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Gerry Posner

A Diamond Tribute 
T h e

death of
R a b b i
J a m e s
(Jim to
those of
us who
k n e w
h i m )

Diamond in 2013 recently brought
together in the United States vari-
ous friends and family, many from
Winnipeg, to honour his memory.
At the same time, this gathering
enabled me at least to reflect on
some family history and the
changes time has brought for us
and indeed other families. 

Even though he left the city in
1956 to enter the rabbinate, Jim
was a proud Winnipegger. He did
return often while his parents, Myer and Eva
Diamond and his wife Judy Litman’s parents,
Peter and Gert, were alive, and even many times
thereafter for visits with relatives and close
friends, many of them from his old Y club,  the
Bisons. He often waxed nostalgic about his
Winnipeg days. And it was his Winnipeg days
that were an integral past of the tribute to him in
May, 2016 at Princeton, New Jersey. 

Jim Diamond had been a Hillel rabbi for essen-
tially all  his career; his last tenure was at the
Centre for Jewish Life at Princeton University.
He had retired from his post there, but continued
to be an active participant in Princeton life, even
hosting a classical radio show on the university
radio station. When, in 2013, he was killed trag-
ically in a bizarre car accident, family and
friends established a memorial lecture fund.
Since 2014, there has been a lecture in memory
of Jim on a topic or with a speaker that it was felt
would be in line with Jim’s interest. This year -
the third such event - the evening tribute was a
lecture and concert by his niece, Debbie
Diamond, who is a professional baroque violin-
ist living in England. And what a concert it was. 

Debbie already has a long CV to her name and
her playing of various  baroque compositions,
including several pieces by Bach, showed the
depth of her talent for all to  hear. It was a
moment to reflect and enjoy as she performed in
front of a group of about 200 people, including
Debbie’s parents, Gary & Ella (Shell) Diamond;
her aunt Reeva Abrams; her uncle, Winnipegger
Jerry Cohen and his wife Susan; and former
Winnipeggers Ken and Marsha Brookler
(Shuckett); as well as my sister Linda Segal, my
wife Sherna and me. Even though Debbie’s play-

ing of the classical giants was awe inspiring and
a tribute to her uncle Jim, it was her encore, a
Klezmer piece on the baroque violin that proba-
bly resonated the most with the audience. 

Of course, what kept running through my mind
as I listened to the Klezmer tune was how it had
come to pass that, in the year 2016, just a mere
110 years since her Uncle Jim’s grandparents
and great-grandparents had arrived in Winnipeg
from a little shtetl in what was then known as
Propoisk, today in a country called Belarus, this
beautiful redheaded woman was playing
Klezmer music with such sheer joy and gusto. It
would have been impossible for any of Debbie’s
ancestors to imagine the scene in this famous
university town, where one of their descendants
was playing Klezmer music in front of a crowd
gathered together to honour their great-grand-
son, Rabbi James Diamond. I tried to picture the
faces of these people as they might be listening
to Debbie. They might have related  well to the
honour bestowed upon a rabbi in the family,
since many Jews who came over from the “ old
country” were closely connected to their religion
and were, if not rabbis, steeped in Jewish knowl-
edge. 

And yes, there was a musical gene in the fam-
ily, but never at this level. I kept thinking of the
nachas that would have filled the room were
Debbie’s ancestors sitting there. Now, that story
can be told in many families if not with the vio-
lin and a rabbi, in some other form. Still, the
message is the same. And you can be sure, the
uncle, Jim Diamond, the grandparents, Eva and
Myer Diamond, and the generations before
would be at an all-time high in terms of pride
and “kvelling.” It was a night to remember and
part of that memory was Winnipeg. 

Members of Gerry Posner’s family gathered at Princeton
University to pay tribute to the late Rabbi Jim Diamond
(Back row, l-r): Jerry Cohen, Susan (Corne) Margolis
Cohen, Ella Shell, Gary Diamond, Gerry Posner. (Front
row, l-r): Linda Segal, Reeva (Shell) Abrams, Sherna
Posner, Judy (Snowbell) Diamond

By

GERRY POSNER

Winnipeg Beach
Where Manitoba Plays

See our summer schedule at
 www.winnipegbeach.ca
or find us on facebook.

For more information call 
(204) 389-5126

or e-mail rec@winnipegbeach.ca

(JTA) – A Fox Sports sideline reporter has
been fired for making racist and anti-Semitic
comments on a live Facebook broadcast. 

In the broadcast June 9 on Barstool Sports’
Facebook Live, Emily Austen, 27, said Jewish
people are stingy and expressed surprise that a
Mexican immigrant was a high school valedic-
torian because, “I didn’t even know Mexicans
were that smart.” She also made a stereotypical
remark about Chinese Americans. 

Citing an unnamed source with the Tampa
Bay Rays, who Austen covers, Business Insider
reported last Friday that Austen had been fired
for the comments and will not appear on any
future game broadcasts. 

In a statement first published on Deadspin,
Fox Sports Florida senior vice president Steve
Tello said: “We were made aware that Emily

Austen appeared in a social media video unaf-
filiated with FOX Sports in which she made
insensitive and derogatory comments. She was
not speaking on behalf of FOX Sports, nor do
we condone any of the statements she made in
the video. Emily has been advised that her com-
ments were unacceptable, and she is not sched-
uled to appear on any upcoming FOX Sports
Florida or FOX Sports Sun broadcasts. 

Austen’s broadcast on June 9 included a rant
about Jewish customers at an establishment
where she worked in Boca Raton, Florida. 

“The way I used to talk to the Jews in Boca.
… I just didn’t care,” she said. “They would
complain and b**** about everything. I gave a
guy, delivered his beer, and he was complaining
to me that there was too much head. I knew that
he was a stingy a** and he wasn’t going to give
me a tip.” 

Fox Sports reporter fired after slurring Jews, Mexicans



Group of kindergardeners and Grade 1 SJR kids 
take lemonade stand to a whole new level
What child has not thought about

having a lemonade stand? 
But, a recent - and very successful

- lemonade stand project may have
been a little more out of the norm.

This particular lemonade stand was
thought up by a group of four kinder-
garten and Grade 1 kids, and raised
nearly $1200 in two hours to be

donated to the Children’s Hospital Foundation. The idea was the
brainchild of Izzie Hyman (5, daughter of Rishona and Hartley
Hyman) and Dylan Lazareck (6, son of Chloe McComb and
Sam Lazareck). Izzie and Dylan were joined by Garrey
Kowalson (6, son of Alix Kravetsky and Michael Kowalson),
and Lauren (whose family requested not having her last name or
the names of her parents mentioned in the article). All four chil-
dren are students of St. John’s Ravenscourt (SJR). 

“Dylan and I were just talking about water and it made me
think of lemonade, so I had the idea of making a lemonade
stand,” said Izzie. “The idea to collect for a charity was sug-
gested by our parents after we decided we wanted to do it.

“We told our friends in class, because they asked what we
were making when we were decorating cups and making our
mascot, Lemy Lemonade.”

Aided by their parents, the kids began planning the lemon-
ade stand event months ago, securing an appearance from Dr. Goodbear, a
glitter tattoo artist, a balloon artist, and a guitar player.

“I liked the cash register the most, because I got to put money inside,”
said Izzie. “I had a lot of fun! I am looking forward to taking in the money
and having a tour of the Children’s Hospital.” 

The eight parents and four kids invited friends, family, school peers, and
teachers to the big day. They baked treats to sell with the lemonade and
ensured that anyone who was interested in helping out was given some-
thing to do. 

“Besides lemonade, we had cookies, rice crispy treats, chocolate puffed wheat
squares, gumballs, face painting, music, and balloon animals,” said Dylan.

“What I enjoyed most about the experience was having my friends come
by to help out and enjoy the treats.” Dylan also said he liked the crafts that
went into creating the physical stand itself, noting that “people thought this
was quite an elaborate stand!” He also enjoyed planning it out with his
friends and being able to help other kids.

Sam Lazareck and Chloe McComb said, “Healing the world - a main
tenet of Judaism - is reinforced fairly frequently in our home. We suspect
this may have helped to motivate the kids around this event.”

According to Garrey, “The lemonade stand took place on Sunday, June 5
at my cousin Dylan’s house. There were a lot of people. I’d guess 100 or
so, maybe more.

“We told all our friends at school about it and our parents e-mailed
all the kindergarten and Grade 1 families, and all our family and
friends. Even our teachers came!

“There were special cookies for kids with allergies. You could make
balloon animals, play guitar, and get glitter tattoos. I really enjoyed all
the people who came out to support the Children’s Hospital. I’d really
like to do this every year with my friends.”

Garrey’s parents, Alix Kravetsky and Michael Kowalson, said,
“Garrey has always had a strong social conscience, which we see as an
important ideal to encourage and foster. Garrey takes social responsi-
bility, one of the pillars of the SJR community, very seriously and we
are very proud of that.

“We loved the community support the kids received, how hard all the
children worked (not only the four involved, but the siblings and
cousins who helped out a lot too) throughout the entire event, and the
fact that it really turned into an afternoon party for the kids and adults,
with many people staying to socialize.”

All four families will participate in a formal visit to the Children’s
Hospital (tentatively in early July) to meet with a Foundation repre-
sentative, deliver the funds, and gain a clearer sense of how the funds
will be utilized.
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By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

L-R Dylan, Garrey, Izzie, and
Lauren.

L-R Dylan, Lauren, Dr Goodbear,
Garrey, and Izzie.
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Harry Warren/Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust
at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

We are seniors
Winnipeg Beach memories

How important it is
to retain your friend-
ships as you grow
older. 

I have heard of fam-
ilies that have split
apart because of an
incident that took
place many years
prior. 

It’s time to forgive
and forget.
Don’t wait -
the time is
now! 

The same
can be said
of former
best friends
who won’t
talk to each
other over
some trivial
incident.

I can recall two wonderful friends that I had at
Winnipeg Beach many years ago. 

One was Syd Shiffman and the other, Jack Bass, who
later moved to Toronto. 

We  acquired a stray dog who followed us everywhere
in Winnipeg Beach. 

This was a great place for young boys to hang out and
enjoy the wonders of the Boardwalk, including the
penny pitch, the ferris wheel and the movie theatre.
Larry Lackman was also a good friend. His family was
from Los Angeles, and operated Larry’s Tango.

Traveling to Winnipeg Beach on the C.P.R. Moonlight
Express Train was also an exciting adventure. You
could buy a round trip ticket and  sell the return ticket
to people wanting to return to Winnipeg. 

The great meeting place for all the beach residents
was the C.P.R. pier. You went there to meet “gash”
(girls) and show off your physique and your tan!

Another friend I dearly recall was the late Dr. Issie
Shwartz. He lived on Cathedral Avenue, east of Main
Street, just a few houses away from our home at 104
Cathedral Avenue. 

He was also a member of our Cathedral Avenue boys’
hockey team. We were in St. John’s Technical High
School together in Grade 11. 

One evening, when we were in the midst of our
exams, I called Issie and asked him if he was still study-
ing for our French exam the following day. He indicat-
ed that he had finished studying for this exam.

I replied, “I‘ve also finished studying for this exam.
Why don’t we take in a movie at the College Theatre?”

He readily agreed, and we were off to see a movie. We
both had good marks in this exam. I am not recom-
mending this procedure to any Grade 11 students, but it
worked for us!

When a cat got to heaven, all he asked for was a fluffy
pillow. 

When a group of mice got to heaven, all they asked
for was a pair of roller skates. 

When St. Peter asked the cat if it liked being in heav-
en, it replied “I really liked the fluffy pillow, but most
of all, I really enjoyed the meals on wheels.” 

Winnipeg Beach circa 1936
(l-r): Jack Bass, Harry
Warren, Syd Shiffman
(The dog in the picture is a
stray who followed the boys
around at the beach.)

By

HARRY WARREN

Winnipeg Beach roller coaster



Israel reportedly plans to wall off Gaza
above and below ground

JERUSALEM (JTA) -- Israel's defense establishment reportedly plans
to build a concrete wall that goes tens of yards underground as well as
above ground along the Gaza Strip border.

The plan will cost an estimated $568 million, less than previously esti-
mated, according to a report Thursday on the front page of the Israeli daily
Yediot Acharonot.

In response to an attempt by The Times of Israel to confirm the report, the
Defense Ministry said only, “We are not commenting on the matter.”

A wall that stretches underground is believed necessary to combat the
proliferation of attack tunnels running under the border between Gaza and
Israel.

The existence of the plan to build a wall was cleared for publication in the
newspaper by the military censor, Ynet reported.

On Wednesday, a
senior Defense
Ministry official cau-
tioned during a news
conference that Israel
cannot indefinitely
continue a war of
attrition and that the
next conflict with
Hamas in Gaza will be
the last. It is not
known how this is
related to the report of
the security wall.

"We have no desire
to rule over Gaza, and
as long as there is no
alternative govern-
ment there, we have
no business being
there," said the senior
official, who cannot
be named. 

"But on the other
hand we cannot con-
duct a constant war of
attrition. Therefore
the next conflict has
to be the last conflict
in terms of Hamas rul-
ing the strip.

"We are not looking
for an adventure, but a
confrontation with
Hamas is inevitable. It
is an ongoing and
growing threat, and
we need to be pre-
pared for it.”

Netanyahu's
New York trip

included $1,600
haircut

(JTA) -- Israeli
Prime Minister
B e n j a m i n
Netanyahu's trip to
New York last fall for
the U.N. General
Assembly cost more
than $1.7 million,
including a $1,600
haircut.

Most of the expense
of the six-day trip at
the end of September
and beginning of
October was the
flight, which cost $1.5
million. 

The prime minister
does not have the use
of a private plane and
must rent one for such
trips.
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Menopause Matters
What your Mother didn’t tell you - We Will!
By HARRIET BERKAL

We baby boomers are different than our parents were. By and large, we are
more educated than they were.We research extensively, using the Internet.
One can Google almost anything and find information, often varying and
divergent. So, how does one filter  it all? 

Maybe the mothers who raised us would have loved to look up recipes
online given the chance. Or perhaps, they would still just taste to see if it
needed a little bit more of this or a dash of that other secret ingredient, which
remained undefined. 

Hardy as they were, when it came to the “Change in Life” they mostly suf-
fered in silence and in my house at least, I never saw evidence of either a hot
flash nor a kvetch about vaginal atrophy. Hell, I never heard the word vagi-
na or sex at all. 

Can you relate thus far? 
When I hit 51, my periods stopped. I was initially thrilled and thought:

“Wow, what a pleasure to not have another period EVER.” But if you asked
me six years later if menopause was a liberating bridge to a life free of sani-
tary napkins and cramps, I’d be forced to say: “NO”. 

Hot flashes I fully expected, but it was all the other symptoms of
menopause that left me feeling like a stranger in a foreign land. 

I was shocked that I could not find any support groups in place as a turnkey
solution to my pleas for help. That’s when I approached Jewish Child and
Family Service to bounce ane idea off them. Happily, they saw the merits of
this idea and are offering a “Menopause Matters” 5-week support group, to
run from September 15 – October 13th, and  to bring those of us together to
speak openly about the challenges, as we sort through these hormonal plum-
mets. 

The goal is to share experiences, solutions and hear from the experts out
there about real options that can assist with this transition that can go on for
over a decade. 

Some of the topics will include; painful intercourse, vaginal atrophy, bladder
infections, mood swings, weight gain, migraines and of course, hot flashes. 

Menopause can happen naturally or be brought on surgically at various
ages. And how many of us have heard that whatever ails you is related to
menopause? It’s not a black hole that sucks up all illness, so it’s important to
know what might be related and to educate oneself about other potential
alarms going off in your body. 

Pause for a second and take the time to hear from such specialists as a phar-
macist, acupuncturist, gynecologist, and others. Share in the stories of others
and most of all feel the warmth of the sisterhood of those that are all going
through this passage. Menopause – it’s truly not that simple- PERIOD!

To find out more and to register please contact:
Jewish Child and Family Service (204)477-7430
This program is just one of the many programs offered by JCFS including,

bereavement ,and early memory loss.

Israel news



Naimark explained to the
audience that this project is fol-
lowing a strategy that he
described as the “Brandeis

strategy”. What is the “Brandeis strategy”, you might ask?
Naimark told the following story: It seems that years ago one fellow was

telling another about a boat race held between students from Brandeis and
Harvard universities. The storyteller said that the students from Brandeis
lost to their Harvard counterparts by 20 lengths –which was an enormous
distance.

In explaining away the loss, however, one of the Brandeis students ratio-
nalized the loss this way:  “We lost, but the way they do it is just one guy
talks and the other eight row!” Thus, I suppose, while we may share many
characteristics with our non-Jewish counterparts, historically there were
enough differences between Jewish and non-Jewish doctors to merit an exam-
ination of the history of Jewish physicians in this province separate and apart
from the larger group of all physicians. 

How is the project to be done? This is where the participation of the public
is required, explained Jordan Bass, medical archivist at the University of
Manitoba medical library, and the individual responsible for digitizing the
information that is expected to flow in about Jewish doctors in Manitoba.

According to Bass, the project’s inception came about when Dr. Nathan
Wiseman, the former head of pediatric surgery at the Health Sciences Centre,
approached him to “discuss how we could assemble an archive of Jewish doc-
tors in Manitoba, to preserve and document for the future.”

Bass went on to describe how this archive is to be built, using what he
termed “crowdsourcing”. Anyone with access to the Internet can go to this
site: medheritage.lib.umanitoba.ca. Once there, you will be able to click on a
list of Jewish physicians, both living and deceased, who have practised med-
icine in this province. (At the present time there are approximately 100 names
on the list; Bass said there are plans to add 100 more names.)

You can then click on the name of any particular physician and offer infor-
mation of which you might be aware, such as area of specialization or prac-
tice; name of medical school attended; any particular non-medical contribu-
tions that doctor made to the community (both Jewish and general communi-
ties); and various other items of information. You can then submit that infor-
mation to the committee assembling the archive. Bass also said that anyone
can enter information for as many doctors as one might like.

Also, if you have any original documents that you think might be of special
interest in assembling information about the physicians, you are invited to
send those to the following address: CMJP Project, c/o College of Medicine
Archives, 220 Brodie Centre, University of Manitoba, 727 McDermot Ave.,
Winnipeg, MB R3E 3P5. (All documents will be returned to the sender upon
digitization.)

The project committee can also be contacted at:
cmjpcommittee@gmail.com.

All submissions will be reviewed by the committee for authentication, Bass
noted. No derogatory comments about any individual will be accepted, how-
ever, he added.

Following Bass’s presentation, Dr. Lorne Brandes, a recently retired oncol-
ogist and highly acclaimed researcher, gave a very interesting overview of
every Jewish doctor in Manitoba who has ever been associated with the treat-
ment of cancer patients – 22 in all, Brandes noted.

Showing pictures of each and every one of those 22 doctors – both as young
students, then as older physicians, Brandes told stories about all the doctors. 

The very first “pioneers” in the field of cancer treatment, he noted, were the
husband and wife team of Lyonel and Esther Israels, along with Alvin
Zipursky.

Lyonel Israels was the first executive director of the Manitoba Cancer
Foundation (later to become CancerCare Manitoba), while Esther Israels set
up Manitoba’s first blood coagulation laboratory. (She was later succeeded as
head of that lab by her daughter Sara.) 

Brandes went on to list the “next generation” of Jewish oncologists, includ-
ing himself, Brent Schacter, and Martin Levitt, all of whom arrived in
Manitoba in the 1970s after having received their medical educations else-
where. He then proceeded to offer profiles of the 16 other Jewish physicians
who have all been involved in the treatment of cancer here.

Following Brandes’s presentation, Dr. Daniel Klass offered an entertaining
history of the Mall Medical Group – an association of doctors that began fol-
lowing the Second World War, but which closed in 1996, when its “assets
ended up in a group of lawyers”, Klass drily  noted.

Klass also observed that many physicians currently alive today were the
sons and daughters of the first generation of doctors that established the Mall
Medical Group, including Klass himself, Ted Lyons, and Jo Swartz, (each of
whom is part of the advisory board for the JHC project on this history of 

Jewish physicians in Manitoba), along with several other doctors.
In describing the inception of the Mall Medical Group, Klass noted that it

was “way ahead of its time”. The idea first arose among a group of doctors
who were all serving overseas with the Canadian army during World War II,
Klass explained. 

Klass’s father, Alan Klass, was in an English hospital in 1943, recovering
from a bout of hepatitis, when two other fellow Winnipeggers, David Bruser,

and Lawrence Rabson, came to visit him. It was then that they conceived of
the idea of forming a clinic of their own.

As a sidenote, Klass told a fascinating story about one time during the war
when Lawrence Rabson operated on a British sergeant who actually had a live
shell embedded in his abdomen. (Klass showed a picture of the shell.) The poor
sergeant eventually died from other wounds, five days after Rabson removed
the shell from him. (Can you imagine though? Everyone in the operating room
that day could have been blown to bits had Rabson made one false move!)

Klass went on to note that, following the war, the doctors who already had
established practices in Winnipeg “weren’t keen on a large wave of doctors
returning from the war” and entering into competition with them. 

“Medicine,” in those days, Klass suggested, “was a business.” (Ed. note: It
isn’t a business nowadays, Dr. Klass? Then why are so many doctors incor-
porated?)

In any event, with the “dramatic growth in specialty practices following the
war”, along with the “benefits of group practice”, five doctors decided to open
the Mall Medical Group at the corner of Memorial Boulevard and St. Mary
Avenue. The clinic opened in 1948 as a “one stop shop” for an entire range of
medical services, including dentistry, Klass explained.

What really insured the success of the Mall Medical Group, however, was
an agreement reached between the group, the International Ladies Garment
Workers Union, under the direction of famed union organizer Samuel Herbst,,
and 15 different garment factories, to provide full medical care for the 1500
members of the union. Eventually other unions, including rail workers
employed by CN, followed suit and also contracted to have the members of
the Mall Medical Group provide all medical services to their members. With
the advent of the Canada Health Act in 1968, however, the “rationale” for pro-
viding medical services on a fee basis to union members dissolved and, as was
noted, the clinic closed its doors for good in 1996.

The final remarks for the evening were delivered by Abe Anhang (who was
one of the original founders of the Jewish Historical Society of Western
Canada, in 1967). He noted that “49 years ago the objective of the Jewish
Historical Society was to record the lives of as many members of our com-
munity as possible. We started with six people”, (of whom two, including
Anhang, are still alive).

Anhang disclosed that Eva Wiseman (Nathan’s wife, and an accomplished
author in her own right), has been chosen to write the history of Jewish physi-
cians in Manitoba once the archival material that is now being assembled is
completed.

Interestingly, Anhang also made the following observation, in describing
what the members of
the advisory board
for the project to
chronicle the lives of
Jewish physicians
here expected to find:
“When we went into
the archive to do the
book we thought
we’d find tons of
stuff. Unfortunately,
we realized doctors
were too busy to
leave an archive of
their work.”

Anhang went on to
pay tribute to Dr.
Nathan Wiseman for
coming up with the
idea of having an
evening of vignettes.
“We’re hoping to do
one or more two
evenings like this in
the coming months,”
he said.

Jewish physicians
Continued from page 1.
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Dr. DANIEL KLASS
gave a fascinating presentation

on the history of the Mall
Medical Group

JORDAN BASS 
medical archivist responsible
for digitizing the information
that will be collected on Jewish
doctors in Manitoba



Did you know that a life of Jewish values creates a mensch?
Approximately a decade ago, I

received a note from a gentleman in the
southwestern United States who had
read my column “Jews in Pro Football”
in a Jewish publication in Phoenix,
Arizona.

I had stated in the article that, in
2005, Zygmunt (Zygi) Wilf, who was
then 55 years of age, was believed to
be the first Orthodox Jewish owner of

a major sports team, after having purchased the Minnesota
Vikings franchise. The aforementioned information had been
gleaned by me from a newsletter published by Yeshiva
University in N.Y., which also informed that the German-born
Zygi’s parents, Joseph and Elizabeth, were Holocaust survivors
from Poland.

The Yeshiva U newsletter said that the Vikings’ team owner
was also a leading philanthropist and proponent of Jewish causes through-
out the world. The writer wondered if I had ever heard of a Robert Kraft,
who was the Jewish owner of the New England Patriots.

The correspondent from the southwest clearly explained that there was
no intent on his part  in any way to diminish the accomplishments of the
Wilf family.

Now, any of you who haven’t ever heard of the Kraft family likely don’t
or never did follow the National Football League, since the Patriots are one
of the most successful franchises in the history of the game. 

Today, the Patriots are the model franchise if not in all sports, then defi-
nitely in football. They have appeared in eight Super Bowls and won four
times.

There was a time when the Patriots were the laughing stock and peren-
nial bottom-feeders of the league. They were constantly on the brink of
moving to another city.

Kraft saved the day when he bought the team in 1994 and prevented
them from moving to St. Louis. In addition, he had a spanking new stadi-
um built and the Patriots team is presently one of the most valuable fran-
chises in all of sports. 

Now, why the sudden interest in Robert Kraft? No, it has absolutely
nothing to do with future Hall of Famer, QB Tom Brady, nor the hiring of
Head Coach Bill Belichick, nor the narshkeit of the controversial
“Deflategate”.

You see, while surfing on my desktop computer, I came across a won-

derful Jewish site named aish.com.,
which I am certain many of you frequent
from time to time.

On May 29th, the feature attraction for
me was Dr. Robert Kraft’s inspiring com-
mencement address to the 2016 grads at
Yeshiva University.

From the 18-minute film, which I
found to be both thought provoking and
riveting, you will become more enlight-
ened and much more appreciative of the
true character of an Orthodox Jewish man
who also just happens to be an owner of 

a National Football League franchise.
Kraft spoke from the heart after he was

introduced to the admiring throng:
“Here among the Yeshiva University

family, I feel like I’m coming home to my own mishpucha. I love Yeshiva
and how special it is to be with board members like my friends Zygi and
Mark Wilf, with whom I have much in common. I call it the four F’s : fam-
ily, faith, football, and philanthropy. ….Phonetically speaking that is.

“I can’t tell you how much that this means to me. My father, Harry, oleva
shalom was the greatest man I have ever known. I believe he is smiling
today watching his son delivering this address at Yeshiva. It would be far
more rewarding and meaningful to him than all my Super Bowls combined.

“ He was a deeply religious man and I used to go with him to shul every
Shabbat.

“A life of Jewish values creates a mensch. To him this was priceless and
infinitely more important than wealth. He left me with an enduring lesson:
‘The power of will makes us. Jewish values should create a mensch.’

“When I was a young man, I had a dream. I dreamt of one day owning
the New England Patriots. I had no connection to the world of sports and
no money. Some of the greatest NFL teams are never sold. The Bears,
Giants, and Steelers have all been in the same family for nearly  100 years.
It was highly improbable that we would get to own the Patriots,  but not
impossible. Making improbable dreams happen is the story of our people.”

(The rest of course is history. Kraft bought the Patriots in 1994)
Robert went on to share other fine qualities of his beloved father Harry.

For instance, when he would lend money to customers who could not make
their payments on time due to business being slow, young Robert couldn’t
make sense of it when his father could have foreclosed. Dad’s reply was

always: “They need the money more than we do.”
Throughout the years the son has followed his dad’s teach-

ings. He was taught that when you help others, it is rewarding
in that it allows the other person to maintain his dignity and to
feel better about himself; not to mention the good feeling that
is engendered in the lender.

Dr. Kraft related how even today, when he visits his favorite
shop for his morning coffee at Dunkin Donuts, he instructs the
server not to charge those lined up behind him and that he
would pick up the tab.

When asked why he performs such a daily mitzvah, he sim-
ply replies, “It’s because it makes me feel good.”

Should you care to see Dr. Robert Kraft and hear his words
of wisdom, why not locate Aish.com on your computer and
enjoy his address?

POST PATTER:
The New York Yankees, who have three injured first base-

men, have signed Ike Davis, 29, to a major league baseball
contract as of early June. He is the son of former Yankees
hurler Ron Davis and Jewish mom, Millie, from Lithuania. At
6’4” and 220 lbs., the one-time 2008 first round selection of
the Mets has also played for Pittsburgh, Oakland, and Texas.
His main downside, like all sluggers, is that he strikes out far
too often. His teammate, Jewish relief pitcher Richard Bleier,
29, a rookie,  also joined the Yankees as of three weeks ago.

Cody Decker, 26, a power-hitting first baseman who had a
brief run with the Padres at the end of 2015, signed a minor-
league deal with the Red Sox and was assigned to the fran-
chise’s Double-A team. He’ll be playing with former San
Antonio Missions teammate and fellow Israel alumnus Nate
Freiman, 24. In 2012, Decker and Freiman hit 25 and 24
homers respectively for the Missions, and Decker added
another four in AAA.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher,
and covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and
Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish
sports to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man.,
R2V 1W7, e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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Israel Pavilion - Folklorama Festival Assistant 
Israel Pavilion-Shalom Square, 2016 

 
The Rady JCC is seeking a self-starter to play a key role in organizing and implementing plans and 
activities for the Israel Pavilion-Shalom Square, 2016. The Festival Assistant will have 
responsibilities in all aspects of the operation of the pavilion including program implementation, 
administrative support, house and volunteer arrangements.  
 
The Festival Assistant will provide support to the Israel Pavilion-Shalom Square Committee and will 
be required to work evenings and weekend hours before and during Folklorama. The Israel Pavilion 
will be operating July 31 – August 06, 2016. 
 
This position is full-time from June 28 to August 30, 2016.  Hours may be flexible. 
 
The ideal candidate will possess: 

• Strong organizational and interpersonal skills  
• Effective administration, planning and coordination experience  
• Experience working with volunteers and committees 
• A valid driver’s license and vehicle 
• Well-versed in Microsoft Office  

 
The candidate must be a post-secondary student 
 
Interested individuals are invited to forward their resumes by June 24, 2016 
 
 Human Resources  
 Rose and Max Rady Jewish Community Centre 
 Suite B100-123 Doncaster Street 
 Winnipeg, Manitoba R3N 2B3 
            Fax: (204) 477-7530 
            Email: radyhr@radyjcc.com 
 
We thank all applicants who apply; however only those selected for further consideration will be 
contacted.  

 



Lana Schwarcz: Lovely Lady Lump
A theatrical romp through a Melbourne Comic’s Breast Cancer adventure.

Wednesday, June 22, 2016, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   15

Fringe Festival preview

Ed. note: Winnipeg’s Fringe
Festival begins July 13. We will have
many previews of shows that have
some sort of Jewish connection in our
July 6 issue. However, we receeived
this submission from Lana Schwarcz,
who has been a “Best of Fest” winner
at the Winnipeg Fringe Festival in the
past, and I thought it worthwhile to
give her a little advance publicity, as
her subject matter is something that
will likely resonate with many of our
readers. 

After successfully not-dying off-
stage last year, award-winning comic
performer Lana Schwarcz (Melbourne, Aust) refuses to die on-stage when
she presents her new show, Lovely Lady Lump, at the 2016 Winnipeg
Fringe Festival. In an unmissable show that is vibrant, touching, real, raw
and hilarious, Lana skilfully makes mutated cells the butt of the joke. ‘cuz
cancer seriously deserves to be laughed out of town.

There is a story about Lana’s diagnosis from last year that features a dog,
a strange woman in the dog park, and a mammogram that she had purely
because she was depressed (because, you know, a mammogram is some-
thing to DO, isn’t it?). It’s a good luck story about an early detection that
frames her quirky perspective of the fears and questions surrounding life,
death, surgery, loss of identity through treatment, fertility preservation, and
art therapy for cancer patients. Collage, anyone?

A show was not the outcome that Lana intended (after all, shows about

cancer seem to be the flavour of the month don’t they?) and really, the
only outcome necessary was that she survived. But making sure that peo-
ple knew what was going on suddenly seemed terribly important, so she
wrote a blog to keep friends and family updated. But she’s a comic, so in
making things funny and entertaining for friends and family reading her
blog she found ways to make things funny and entertaining for herself
too, and suddenly the cancer experience didn’t seem so awful anymore.

LOVELY LADY LUMP recently won Best Theatre Award (Dunedin)
and was nominated for Best Show (Dunedin) and 720ABC Best Theatre
Award (Perth).

Brooklyn math professor has sired
22 children through donated sperm

(JTA) -- A Brooklyn mathematics professor
who offers his sperm for free to lesbian cou-
ples and single women has sired 22 children
over the past 18 years, sometimes procuring
the sperm in a Target men's bathroom.

Ari Nagel, 40, offers his services to women
who are looking to have a baby and cannot
afford the expense of a sperm bank, the New
York Post reported Sunday.

Nagel is a math professor at Kingsborough
Community College, part of the City
University of New York.

“This isn’t time-consuming, and I’m doing it
anyway,” he said of his trips to Target. “It’s
very easy for me to do.”

Nagel typically produces the sperm in a
men's restroom and gives it to the woman in a
cup; she then inserts it in the women's
restroom, the Post reported. Many of the
women are more comfortable meeting Nagel
in a public place than in his apartment near
downtown Brooklyn, according to the newspa-
per.

“I’m not doing it for easy action,” Nagel told
the Post. “Isn’t that what Tinder is for?”

He told the Post the free service and his high
sperm count, as well as his good looks and
attractive personality, are what make his sperm
so popular. Nagel also has provided his sperm
through intercourse.

Nagel said he was raised in an Orthodox
Jewish family with six siblings. He said his
sperm donations allow him to have many chil-
dren while "also getting a good night’s rest."
“I just love seeing how happy the moms and
kids are ... That’s why I do this. It’s the gift
that keeps on giving,” he told the Post.

He said he babysits for some of the kids and
attends birthday parties, and was present at
some of the deliveries.

Nagel has successfully been sued for child
support five times and told the Post that half of
his paycheck is garnished for child support. He
told the newspaper that the women all promise
in advance that they won't sue.

He has kids in Florida, Illinois, Virginia,
Connecticut and Israel. He said he does not
regret any of them.

 MLA for Point Douglas
Kevin Chief

kevinchief.ca
(204) 421-9126

Wishing you and 
your family a Happy 
Canada Day!
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By MYRON LOVE
“We are going to

have a blast,” says
Larry Hochman at the
Hochman family
reunion which is
being planned for the
weekend of July 29-
31 on his acreage
north of Birds Hill.
“We have family
coming from all over
North America. We’ve
got a huge tent booked
and a lot of activities
planned for the week-
end.”

Hochman and his cousins, Roberta Rosenblat and Marlene Sturrey, who
organized the reunion, are expecting 50-60 family members for the week-
end, including the four remaining children of Abraham and Rose Hochman
(there were nine children originally) and all 22 first cousins of the third
generation.

“We will be starting the weekend with a Friday night shmooze party and
candle lighting ceremony,” Rosenblat says. “On Saturday afternoon, we
have a variety of games planned. In the evening, we have arranged for a
catered dinner and are planning a bonfire to end the evening.”

There will be a Sunday brunch for any of the family members who are
still available.

Readers of a certain age will remember Abraham and Rose Hochman and
their children as the founders of the Oasis Delicatessen, a popular landmark
destination that was located on the west side of Main Street between Flora
and Stella in the old north end.

Abraham and Rose Hochman were originally from Poland. Abraham
came to Winnipeg in 1928 and brought Rose and their four daughters (a
nine-year-old son passed away in Poland at a young age) to Winnipeg a
couple of years later. The couple gave birth to another daughter and three
sons in Winnipeg.

Abraham Hochman became a peddler selling fruits and vegetables in his
new home. In 1939, recalls Benny Hochman (who, with his twin brother,
Sammy, were the youngest of the Hochman children), the senior Hochman
opened Hochman’s Fruit Store on Main Street. Benny Hochman notes that

all of the children put in time working at the store when they were grow-
ing up.

Next door to the Hochmans’ store was another food store operated by Mr.
Grosney. Before long, the Hochman family bought the Grosney store and
opened the Oasis Delicatessen. Initially, the family operated the two busi-
nesses as separate entities with his son, Gordon, and son-in-law, Izzy
Greenfeld (Roberta Rosenblatt’s father) running the Oasis Delicatessen
while Mr. Hochman senior, Benny and Sammy ran Hochman’s Fruit Store.
The family amalgamated the two stores in 1945.

“We were very successful,” says Benny. 
The Oasis was old school. There was a counter with 18 stools for seating

customers who could enjoy a variety of delicious sandwiches, such as
corned beef, pastrami, salami, lox and cream cheese on bagel, home made
chopped liver, fresh fruit pies, knishes, cole slaw, potato salad and our very
special blend of coffee, and much more. There was a barrel for A & W root

beer. (Benny still has the root beer barrel in his
basement for display as a memory).

“We carried a number of specialty food lines
from around the world.”

The Oasis also became a major food manufac-
turer, preparing such popular Jewish dishes as
chopped liver, knishes, kreplach and strudel (all
kosher style) and a variety of different cole slaws
and salads. 

“We provided salads for McDonald’s and A&W
restaurants, as well as for chain stores such as
Safeway, Dominion, Loblaws, as well as many
independent stores in the city” Benny says.

After Izzy Greenfeld left the Oasis to start his
own business, Max Goldberg – another son-in-
law – joined the business as a partner and his
sons, Sheldon and Shim, spent time working in
the store.

The family sold the Oasis in 1984, the same
year that Rose Hochman died. Abraham
Hochman passed away 10 years later. The couple
were married for 66 years.

Larry Hochman reports that his grandparents
had 135 descendants – with the most recent
arrival of his new granddaughter, Kendrix.

However, as happens with families, over the
years and generations, people tend to drift apart.

The Hochman family reunion was Larry
Hochman’s idea. “We were at a family funeral
last year and I was tired of only seeing cousins at
family funerals,” he says. “I approached Roberta
and Marlene about having a family reunion and
they supported the idea.”

Last summer, Larry Hochman began sending
out e-mails to family members. “Within two
weeks, all of the first cousins replied that they
would attend. And here we are.”

Will there be a follow-up reunion down the
road? Larry Hochman notes that it’s not under
consideration yet – but who knows?

Hochman family reunion scheduled for July 29-31

The first and second generations of Winnipeg Hochmans Back row:
Gordie, Sara, Florence, Betty, Dora, Clara. Front Row: Sammy, Rose,
Avrom, Benny.

ROSE and ABRAHAM HOCHMAN
Abraham came to Winnipeg in 1928 and
brought Rose here four years later.

 

 

 
Youth Program Coordinator  

 
The Rady Jewish Community Centre is seeking an experienced and creative individual to play the key role in organizing 
and coordinating youth programs and activities for the Rady JCC, with a key focus of maintaining and fostering our 
leading youth program BBYO.  

 
Responsibilities include:  

• Developing, implementing and evaluating all of the Rady JCC’s  youth-oriented programs and activities including 
BBYO,  Jewish Teen Leadership Program TAL, Teen Shabbat, J-Serve, BBYO Connect, special events  

• Reaching out to Jewish teens and collaborating with other Jewish youth groups in the community  
• Identifying and implementing youth leadership opportunities and team building activities  
• Overseeing BBYO regional and chapter membership, recruitment, retention and administration  
• Serving as the lead staff at all BBYO conventions, meetings and local activities  
• Assisting with JCC Children & Family Programs including tween activities, holiday programs, special events 

 
The ideal candidate will possess: 

• an undergraduate degree in a related field and demonstrated experience working with teens, parents and 

volunteers 
• strong organizational and interpersonal skills  
• well developed communication skills 
• effective program administration, planning, evaluation and coordination experience  
• commitment to fostering leadership skills among teens  
• knowledge of Jewish culture, traditions and practice 
• a valid driver’s license and a car 

  
 

This is a full-time position which includes weekend and evening commitments. 
 
Interested individuals are invited to forward their resumes with salary expectations by July 1, 2016 

 
 Human Resources  
 Rose and Max Rady Jewish Community Centre 
 Suite B100-123 Doncaster Street 
 Winnipeg, Manitoba R3N 2B3 
             Fax: (204) 477-7530 
             Email: radyhr@radyjcc.com 
 
 
We thank all applicants who apply; however only those selected for further consideration will be contacted.  



By MYRON LOVE
This is the time of year  when major community organizations often pass

the torch of leadership.  The Jewish National Fund introduced Jessica
Cogan as its new president at the Negev Gala on May 31.  On Thursday,
June 16, at its Annual General Meeting  it was the turn of the Jewish Child
and Family Service (JCFS) to usher in a new president, as Jeff Gilbert com-
pleted his two-year term as president and handed the gavel to Danita Aziza.

As is usual at JCFS AGM’s, it is a feel-good evening.  In his final
President’s Report, Gilbert told three stories  to illustrate how the JCFS
helps its clientele.  In one case, a woman with mental health and addiction
problems was helped by JCFS staff to get back on her feet to the point
where she is now back in school and is getting her life in order.

He also noted how the JCFS helped Holocaust survivors Oscar and
Cesia Abramowitch celebrate their 70th wedding anniversary as part of the
Holocaust Survivors weekly program at the Gwen Secter Centre (at Syd
Glow Place). JCFS co-sponsors the program.  Gilbert also noted how
JCFS staff were there to help the survivors when they came to Winnipeg
after the war.

Finally, he spoke of the help that JCFS staff provide to new immigrants
to our community in a myriad of ways.

He also mentioned JCFS’s foster child program.  “We recently helped
two of our foster children celebrate their bar mitzvahs,” he said.

“When people fall through the cracks, it is up to our staff to catch them,”
he said.

Al Benarroch , in his executive director’s report, provided some num-
bers.  Last year, he reported, the JCFS dealt with 2,623 cases – an increase
of 12% over 2014 – involving over 6,000 people. “We have 20 foster chil-
dren in care and our resettlement program welcomed 131 new families to
Winnipeg,” he said.  “We provided financial assistance to over 800 fami-
lies and individuals and delivered 110 Passover hampers.”

Benarroch also noted the JCFS plans for a new addictions centre, in part-
nership with the Winnipeg section of the National Council of Jewish
Women, and JCFS’s participation in Operation Ezra, a Jewish community
initiative to sponsor up to 50 endangered Yazidi refugees to come to
Winnipeg.  (The first two families are expected at the end of June.)

In accepting the gavel from Jeff Gilbert, Danita Aziza praised her pre-
decessor for his excellent leadership style, professionalism and attention
to detail.

One of the highlights of the evening was the screening of a video – “Not
in My Family” – developed by JCFS to serve to raise awareness of elder
abuse.  The JCFS received a grant to make the film from the government’s
New Horizons program for seniors.  JCFS Manager of Adult Services
Cheryl Hirsh Katz noted that elder abuse can take many forms.  She
reported that the film is available on line for interested organizations
throughout Canada, the United States and Israel.

Following the video presentation, awards were presented to JCFS vol-
unteers Sandra Berkowits, Hava Salita and Sally Schulman, while Bill
Byers received a Mitzvah Award for his technical support.

Chantelle Chernick, Cassandra and Jessica Mahoney, Dina Haber, and
Nico Steeves received Katz Family-Kay Four Properties scholarships.

The last item on the agenda was a presentation by Nafiya Naso.  Many
Jewish Winnipeggers have come to know Naso over the past two years as
the face and voice of Winnipeg’s small Yazidi community. At the JCFS
AGM, she spoke about the history and religious beliefs of her people and
their plight as a persecuted minority – especially over the last two years

due to the depredations of ISIS.    Some of the images she showed and sto-
ries she told (or were told in the short vignettes she showed on screen)
were difficult to take and certainly comparable to the stories of Holocaust
survivors.

Naso also related her own story of having to flee, along with her family,
their home in northern Iraq when she was two-years-old and growing up
in a refugee camp.  Her family was sponsored by a church group in
Morden when she was 10.

“We were in Morden for two years,” she said.  “We came to Winnipeg
because we wanted to live among other Yazidis.” 

She noted that the only other Yazidi community in Canada is in London,
Ontario.)

She told of how she
and her family were
taught in Iraq to fear
Jews and how she and
her mother first
entered the Asper
Campus with great
trepidation, only to be
warmly welcomed.

“I had always
avoided talking about
my background,” she
said, “but, when ISIS
began attacking my
people in Iraq in
August 2014, I had to
speak out.”

It was shortly
thereafter that that
she came in contact
with Winnipeg
Friends of Israel,
who started
Operation Ezra.
Since then, a number
of Jewish organiza-
tions have stepped
forward to help bring
Yazidi refugees to
Winnipeg.

“What the Yazidis
are going through,
the Jewish people
went through in the
Holocaust,” noted Al
Benarroch.  “There
was no one to help us
– but we can help the
Yazidis.  We are two
peoples coming
together and building
bridges between our
two communities.”

for this cause from 153 donors. Nationally,
the foundation has raised $3.2 million; an
incredible amount that surely will make an
impact on all who are affected by these

Inflammatory Bowel Diseases (IBD).”
One memorable experience for Yanofsky in Quebec City was meeting a

family from Quebec City who were out supporting 10-year old Louif (the
cutest kid), who has had Ulcerative Colitis for two years now. “After cor-
responding with Louif’s uncle,” Yanofsky says, “I learned that Louif was
happy, and  inspired to let him know that someone older than he can have
this disease and still live normally. 

“This is just the beginning for me,” he adds. “I intend to push the bar and
make a serious impact on these diseases and people affected by them for
many years to come.”

The 5K Winnipeg leg of the Gutsy Walk took place at Canadian
Mennonite University and attracted 340 walkers who, thus far, have raised
over $100,000. (The cutoff for donations is July 4). Among the walkers was
David Chochinov who raised close to $1,000, almost double what he raised
last year.

Not only is Chochinov affected with IBM, but also the occupational ther-
apist by training counsels others with the illness through his Proactive
Rehabilitation Manitoba practice.

Chochinov has brought his own case under control – to the point where
he no longer needs to take medication for the condition – through diet and
dietary supplements, and has been working with other afflicted individuals
to help them control their conditions. “Over the past year, I worked both

through CCC as a peer mentor and in my own practice to successfully
assist individuals who have Crohn’s and colitis improve their health,”
Chochinov says . “My clients report reduced symptoms and an improved
ability to engaged in meaningful occupations.” 
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Myron Love
Continued from page 6.

Participants in a “Gutsy Walk” to raise money for Inflammatory
Bowel Disease research in Quebec City on June 5. Aaron Yanofsky,
who has IBD, is second from right. (Aaron happened to be out east on
business that day.)

Jewish Child and Family Service introduces Danita Aziza as new president at AGM
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

JOSEPHINE MARY EARN
Josephine Mary Earn passed away peacefully in

Hamilton, Ontario, on 7 May 2016 at the age of 87,
after an illness of a few months. She will be sadly
missed by her children, Dinah and Jay Goldenberg of
Fargo ND, David Earn and Sigal Balshine of Hamilton
ON; sister and brother-in-law, Dinah and David
Andrew of Audlem, Cheshire, UK; grandchildren
Samuel and Matthew Goldenberg, Arielle and Maya
Earn; and many other relatives and friends. She was
predeceased by her parents Dora and William Throne,
and by her husband Dr. Abe Earn.

Josephine was born in 1929 in Leicestershire, Eng-
land. It was evident from a young age that she was
academically gifted. At the age of 11 she was awarded
the highest marks in the county of Leicestershire in the
11+ exam, and in the major national exams at 16 and 18
she placed at the top in all subjects. She excelled in
mathematics, but resisted pressure from teachers and
followed her passion for English Literature, which
took her to University College, London, in 1947.

She continued to love literature and read extensively
throughout her life, but chose to become a medical
social worker and to devote herself to trying to improve
life for others. It was as a medical social worker at
Leicester General Hospital that she met Abe, during his
specialty medical training in England. This relation-
ship and subsequent marriage brought her to Winni-
peg, where Abe had grown up, and introduced her to
Canadian life and the Jewish community.

Josephine's experience of bridging and embracing
different cultures and religions exemplified and helped
instil in her children a loving curiosity and a balanced
and tolerant view of the world.

In Winnipeg, Josephine taught at the school of social
work at the University of Manitoba. She declined a
permanent faculty position because she was too com-
mitted to raising her children herself. Yet it was then
that she began her most significant social and commu-
nity contribution, which was to Planned Parenthood.
She was instrumental in developing the Manitoba
branch of the organization in the early 1960s, became
the Manitoba president a few years later and in 1976
became the president of Planned Parenthood Canada.
At the same time, she wrote a book about Canada,
intended for children in other countries ("Looking at
Canada", published in 1976).

During that period, Josephine travelled extensively,
representing Canada at many international meetings,
and was frequently interviewed by the press. She was
a prominent and highly articulate advocate for the
rights of women, not only in the context of Planned
Parenthood, but in all aspects of life.

She did not describe herself as a feminist, but the
term is certainly apt. For example, in 1978 the Edmon-
ton Journal quoted her saying "Blatantly chauvinistic
attitudes die hard. They have been trained into men for
so long that they are not going to be eradicated in one
generation. But we have to try." And she was not afraid
to be provocative. In 1977 she gave her 13 year old son
a T-shirt that boldly proclaimed "Love carefully - plan
parenthood", which stimulated much debate!

Josephine was a good person to the core. She took
great delight in her children's educations, marriages,
travelling together, and doting on her grandchildren.
Though heartbreakingly, for the last 21 years, she was
without the love of her life.

She was a kind, thoughtful, gracious, generous and
modest person. She was also an exceptionally bright
woman, with outstanding abilities in dissecting argu-
ments and elegantly expressing her thoughts. In addi-
tion, she had an unusually good memory and could
recite long passages from plays she'd read in school or
university, decades earlier.

After being diagnosed with cancer, Josephine chose
to move to Hamilton in March 2016 to be close to
family. Her time was shorter than anticipated, but
during her 7 weeks in Hamilton she felt extremely
lucky to have exceptionally good medical care and
support, through the Juravinski Cancer Centre, Dr.
Sandra Kane-Corriveau, Dr. Samantha Winemaker,
Dr. Rosalyn Juergens, Dr. Jonathan Sussman and many
others, including all the staff at the Amica Retirement
Community.

Her funeral was held at the Etz Chayim Synagogue
in Winnipeg on 11 May 2016. Pallbearers were Jay
Goldenberg, Samuel Goldenberg, Matthew
Goldenberg, Sheldon Earn, Darren Earn, and Seth
Earn. The service was conducted by Rabbi Larry
Lander and Cantor Tracy Kasner Greaves. Eulogies
were given by David Earn and Matthew Goldenberg.

Josephine was a much-loved mother, mother-in-law,
grandmother, sister and friend. She was also a brilliant,
inspiring and pioneering woman, admired and re-
spected in the deepest possible way by all who were
privileged to meet her. She will be deeply missed.

Donations to the Josephine M. Earn Women's En-
dowment Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba,
or to any charity of choice, would be welcome.

LILLIAN RODIN
Lillian Rodin passed

away peacefully on May
26, 2016 at the age of
102. She loved and was
loved by her children;
Gary (Ilana), Janis
(Gordon) and Elliot
(Harriet); her grandchil-
dren Erin (Steven),
Jeffrey (Melanie),
Danielle (Kevin),
Rebecca, Rachel (Joel),
Adam (Mika), Steven
(Leah); and her great-
grandchildren Samantha,
Georgia, Nicolas, Lyla,

Sunny, Jordan, Lazar, Maegan and Jacob; and her
extended family and friends.

Lillian was a scholarship student who received her
Bachelor of Arts Degree from The University of Mani-
toba and remained well read and politically aware
throughout her life. She studied Hebrew in mid-life and
carried on conversations in Hebrew with her group
over many years. She was also active in Hadassah-
Wizo and contributed generously to charities. She was
especially proud of the Library that she and Maurice
endowed at an agricultural college in Nahalal, Israel.

Lillian was a woman for all seasons. Her husband of
over 60 years, Maurice, knew that one of his luckiest
days was when he met her on a skating rink and
escorted her home. Lillian was an energetic person
who was a partner in his success in the grain business
and who kept up to Maurice in all of their myriad
activities in a life that was dedicated to their children
and grandchildren. They took particular pleasure in all
of their accomplishments and helped them all to achieve
their higher education goals. Lillian and Maurice en-
joyed a variety of special activities with their children
and grandchildren. There were the music-filled days
with boating at Falcon Lake; the tennis world at
Glendale; and the tennis, dancing and beach activities
at Singer Island, Florida. For Lillian, enjoying all of
these activities with family and friends was her highest
priority and she was at her best creating special expe-
riences for everyone.

After Maurice passed away more than a decade ago,
Lillian adjusted to her new life and always tried to
make the most of every day. She enjoyed being with
other people (particularly her great-grandchildren) and
a smile was always on her face when her family came
together. Lillian’s legacy is her children, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren who loved and respected
her. They will always remember her. Goodby Baba Lil.

Funeral services officiated by Rabbi Allen Green
were held on May 29, 2016 at Shaarey Zedek Syna-
gogue with interment at Shaarey Zedek Cemetery.
Pallbearers were Leonard Schwartz, Michael Granove,
Michael Arenson, Jeffrey Winocur, Adam Rodin and
Steven Rodin.

MARSHA SINGER
On June 5, 2016, surrounded by her family, Marsha

Singer 89, passed away at the Victoria Hospital.
Marsha is survived by her five daughters: Donna, Debby

(Sam), Sheree, Cindy and Ileen (Charlie), nine grandchil-
dren and 15 great-grandchildren.

Marsha was predeceased by her husband of 68 years,
Lawrence, her sister, Beatrice Levenson, her mother and
father Max and Dora Kershner. Mom was born and grew up
in Winnipeg where she met her husband Lawrence and
there they spent a lifetime together. They loved to golf and
Mom would often golf twice a day, once in the morning
with her “ladies” and again in the evening with Dad. They
loved to travel and tried to get away every winter either to
Florida, Hawaii or on a cruise. When Dad was diagnosed
with Alzheimer’s Disease and Mom could no longer care
for him at home she went to the Simkin Centre five days a
week from 11:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. to take care of him until
a serious car accident made this impossible.

 Mom was devoted to her family. She took pride in all of
our accomplishments, loved to share our mitzvahs and was
never too tired, too busy, or too old to babysit. It was always
her pleasure. It was also a joy for her grandchildren and
great-grandchildren to sleep over at Babies’ or go out for
lunch with her or just stop by for a visit. They knew they
would be welcomed with open arms, there would always be
“something in the freezer for them to eat” and just hearing
their voices or seeing their faces would be enough for her.

Marsha’s heart was as big as she was. She was a dedi-
cated volunteer: be it gift wrapping for ORT, doing hearing
testing in the Winnipeg School Division or as an aide in the
ESL class at the school down the street until she was 87 and
had the accident. She did not know the word NO.

 Mom’s passing came as a shock to all of us but we are
grateful for all that she taught us and so proud to call her
Mom.

 Donations may be made to Alzheimer’s or to the charity
of your choice.
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The family of the late

MAYER
SCHWARTZ
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, July 3rd, 2016
at 11:30 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

UnveilingUnveilingUnveilingUnveilingUnveiling

MEMORIAMS WEEK OF
JUNE  22

In loving memory of

MORRIS APPEL
who passed away

June 23,1986
16 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Rose,
children and grandchildren.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear parents,
grandparents and great-grandparents

TYE ASPER
who passed away
June 25th, 1990
25 Days in Sivan

ROY ASPER
who passed away

June 2, 2002
22 Days in Sivan

Beautiful memories will always live in the hearts of those near and
dear to you.
— Your loving children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
nieces and nephews.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

JACOB AND SARAH CHARACH
who passed away

In loving memory of our dear parents and grandparents

—Sadly missed and always lovingly remembered by their children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

August 17, 1967
11 days in Av

June 23, 1990
30 days in Sivan

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
26th Yahrzeit26th Yahrzeit26th Yahrzeit26th Yahrzeit26th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our
beloved husband, father and

grandfather

NORMAN
LACHTER
who passed away

June 16, 1990
23 Days in Sivan

Loving memories will never die,
As years roll on and days go by,
Deep in our hearts a memory is
kept
Of the dear one we loved and
will never forget.
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Molly,
children and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MATTHEW
LEMER

who passed away
June 21, 2000

18 Days in Sivan
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by Baba Mae and
family.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit16th Yahrzeit16th Yahrzeit16th Yahrzeit16th Yahrzeit

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

DORA
LIEBERMAN

who passed away
June 25, 2011

23 days in Sivan
—Missed every day by her
husband Aron, children and
grandchildren.

5th Yahrzeit5th Yahrzeit5th Yahrzeit5th Yahrzeit5th Yahrzeit

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEN MANDELL
who passed away

June 4, 1999
21 Days in Sivan 5759

— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

PEARL
MANISHEN

who passed away
July 11, 1973

11 Days in Tammuz

In loving memory of
In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

JACOB
MANISHEN

who passed away
May 29, 1956

19 Days in Sivan

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

DAVID
ROITELMAN ROY

who passed away
June 15, 1995

17 Days in Sivan

FRANCES
ROY

who passed away
July 9, 2009

17 Days in Tammuz

In loving memory of

—Always remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and family.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

RIVIAN (RIVIE)
RUSKIN

who passed away
June 14, 2015

27 days in Sivan
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

LEAH
SCHECHTER

who passed away
June 6, 2004

17 Days in Sivan 5764
— Always remembered by her
loving children and
grandchildren.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
26th Yahrzeit26th Yahrzeit26th Yahrzeit26th Yahrzeit26th Yahrzeit

SAUL GORDON
SHROM

who passed away
June 29, 1990

6 Days in Tammuz

1st Yahrzeit1st Yahrzeit1st Yahrzeit1st Yahrzeit1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

—Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and family.

HELEN MAY
SHROM

who passed away
July 6, 2015

19 Days in Tammuz

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit11th Yahrzeit11th Yahrzeit11th Yahrzeit11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

GERTIE SILVER
who passed away

June 28, 2005
21 Sivan, 5765

—Sadly missed by your
Husband, Children, Grand-
children, Great-grandchildren
and friends.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
In loving memory of

MOLLY
SILVERMAN

who passed away
June 28, 1982

27 days in Sivan, 5764
– Forever loved and deeply
missed by her children,
grandchildren and family.

The family of the late

ETTA
HYMAN

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Monday,
June 27, 2016
at 11:00 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

UnveilingUnveilingUnveilingUnveilingUnveiling



“I guess you’re surprised to hear from me,”
said the voice on the line, a while back, when I
picked up the phone at our Palm Springs rental
condo. 

“Stunned” would have been  more like it. I did-
n’t know Leonard Stone was still alive. I hadn’t
seen, spoken to, or even thought about him since
he’d moved to the States over 40 years ago. 

In spite of the fact that Victor Borge described
him as “the most boring person I’ve ever met,”

Leonard Stone had had a very colourful career. Having a passion for the
arts, but no discernible talent, he graduated from the University of
Manitoba with a Fine Arts Degree, which, with a five dollar bill, can get
you a small cup of Starbucks latte. Yet, within a few years Len was the
business manager of the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra and would spend
the next four decades running symphony orchestras in Edmonton, Calgary,
Dallas and, finally, Florida, hobnobbing with Leonard Bernstein, David
Oistrach, the aforementioned Victor Borge, and many other (mostly late)
luminaries of the musical firmament. Now, having retired, he was calling
from Colorado, where he was visiting his daughter, apparently just to
shmooze. “How’s the weather in Winnipeg?” he wondered.

“I have no idea; we’re in Palm Springs.” 
I explained that, thanks to the miracle of modern communications tech-

nology (a.k.a. “Magic Jack”) I am able to transplant my home telephone
number to any location with a wifi connection. Len told me he had had to
get my home phone number online, because Bernie Bellan wouldn’t give
it to him. “Bernie said he doesn’t give out the phone numbers of any of his
contributors.” 

“That shouldn’t have been a problem; I’m no longer writing a column.”
“How come?”
“Bernie thinks they’re too long, not Jewish enough, and he doesn’t want

to pay me.”
“That’s too bad. I was really moved by the one you wrote about Shelly. I

was the one who got him that job that screwed up his hand, you know.” I
didn’t, but remembered that he and Shelly Zitzerman had been good
friends in high school. Len told me he had also enjoyed the columns I’d
written about my law school classmates. The old Art School was on
Kennedy Street, in a building right behind the Law Courts Building, and
Len had gotten friendly with a few of my classmates, notably the late
“Broadway” Jack Montgomery. Apparently, the Winnipeg expatriate con-
tinued  to read The Jewish Post & News. 

Len hadn’t called to just compliment me on my column, but to tell me
about his writing. At the age of 80, he was embarking on new career: play-
wright. He’d been interested in Harry Truman all his life and had now writ-
ten a play, called “Truman’s Jew”, about a little-know advisor who had
influenced Truman’s decision to recognize the State of Israel in 1948. 

He had sent it to Stephen Schipper, the Artistic Director of the Manitoba
Theatre Centre, and Schipper had  been so impressed that he had agreed to
mount it next season. Len was coming into Winnipeg at the of April to meet
with him and workshop the script, and wanted to meet with me. He would-
n’t say why, but it had something to do with my having written some radio
and television dramas for the CBC. “I want to take you and Brenda out to
dinner,” he said.

“Fine,” I said. “And email me your play.”
So he did. It was about what I would expect from someone who had

never written a play before, but who am I to argue with the artistic direc-
tor of the MTC? Stage plays are not my bag. I’m strictly a movie, televi-
sion and radio mavem. I emailed Len and told him I thought the play was
“quite powerful” and bound to be controversial, which was my honest
opinion. Len emailed back and said he would be arriving on Tuesday,
April, 26th. MTC (which was paying the tab) had arranged for him to stay
at the “Ashdown” so he suggested Hy’s Steakhouse would be a convenient
place to have dinner.  I made a reservation and emailed him back.

In our telephone conversation, which lasted about 20  minutes, with Len
doing most of the talking, he told me that he is working on a second play,
about a girl who survived the Holocaust. I mentioned that I had collabo-
rated with a Holocaust survivor on his memoirs. Len, who is experiencing
a late-in-life passion for all things Jewish, expressed no interest in reading
the result of our collaboration. That’s the standard reaction to any writing
project I am associated with, including my mystery thriller, Christmas Eve
Can Kill You, and short story collection, The Convert, both of which are
available on Amazon.com. Everyone tells me how much they enjoy my
writing; and ignores everything I’ve written.

But this isn’t about me, it’s about Len Stone, whose maiden effort in the
field of drama is, apparently, going to hit the boards next season at the
MTC. And the fledgling playwright implied that he had another bombshell
that he was going to drop at our dinner meeting. Stay tuned to this channel,
gentle reader. 
(To be continued)
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Bill Marantz

In loving memory of

HARRY
PLATTNER
who passed away

June 28, 2014
30 days in Sivan

— Your loving wife Sos,
daughter Glori (Adam)
grandchildren Robbie,
Rochelle (Ido) great-
grandchildren Jada, Ela, Leo,
Lea,  family and friends.

2nd Yahrzeit2nd Yahrzeit2nd Yahrzeit2nd Yahrzeit2nd Yahrzeit
In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

1st Yahrzeit1st Yahrzeit1st Yahrzeit1st Yahrzeit1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BETTY WOHL
who passed away

June 29, 2015
12 days in Tammuz

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit14th Yahrzeit14th Yahrzeit14th Yahrzeit14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BARRY
DEVERE

who passed away

June 4, 2002
24 days in Sivan

You will always be
remembered in our thoughts

and forever in our hearts

Never forgotten

Your loving family

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

DORIS KASS
who passed away

June 28, 1992
28 Days in Sivan

SAMUEL KASS
who passed away

June 27, 2000
24 Days in Sivan

Time goes by but the memories stay
Never more than a thought away
Lovingly remembered every day
No need for words except to say

Sadly missed, forever in our hearts
Your loving children & grandchildren

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

SOLOMON
KNIGHT

who passed away
June 26, 1992

25 Days in Sivan
To live in the hearts
You have left behind
Is not to die.
—Loving you forever and
always. Your loving wife Rose,
Paul, Marcia and Ira, Alan
and Brenda, Joshua, Michael,
Sarah, Sean, Sara and Sal.

24th Yahrzeit24th Yahrzeit24th Yahrzeit24th Yahrzeit24th Yahrzeit

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JUNE  29

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

DIANA
(DINTZIE)

GLOBERMAN
who passed away

June 13, 1993
24 days in Sivan

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by her family
and friends.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
23rd Yahrzeit23rd Yahrzeit23rd Yahrzeit23rd Yahrzeit23rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MARVIN
LEVINE

who passed away
June 14th, 1993

25 Days in Sivan, 5753
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children,
grandchildren and family.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

LEONARD
REINHORN

who passed away
June 16, 2001

26 Days in Sivan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving wife
Myrna, children, and
grandchildren.

The return of the prodigal 

“FAIRLY UNBALANCED”
By BILL MARANTZ
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Joanne Seiff

Speak Up and Contribute: If you’re going to complain? Do it constructively
A few weeks ago, I was able to go out to do

several Jewish things in one week…and it felt
like such a rich few days! I celebrated Lag
B’omer, went to a Shabbat service with an
aufruf, and heard Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman
speak at Temple Shalom. Who is Rabbi
Hoffman? He’s a Jewish luminary: a teacher, a
professor, a rabbi – and an expert on Jewish litur-
gy who has written or edited more than 40 books.

He’s also the father of one of my friends from camp. (If you missed the lec-
ture, check out any of his books. He’s a Jewish rock star, no kidding!)

When I say “Jewish things,” what I mean was: I observed a (minor) hol-
iday, I got to celebrate a new bride and groom with my community, and I
got to learn and study with someone I deeply respect. That’s one heck of a
week! And it was after Victoria Day, at a time of year in Winnipeg when I
often hear people say “Oh, let’s not plan much, folks will be at their cot-
tages….” Luckily, somebody didn’t say that. Instead, a huge array of
Jewish learning, observance and celebration kept
us busy that week.

While I was at these events, several people
came up to me and mentioned a column I’d writ-
ten about a “regular Joe.” That column, about the
struggles of a Jewish person in our community,
struck a chord with multiple people. Yet, Joe was
a composite. There is no one person who you
could point to in Winnipeg and say I described
him in particular. Yet something in that descrip-
tion made a whole lot of people feel like they rec-
ognized that “Joe.” More than one person said I
was writing about something that needed to be
said. (Thank you, I really appreciated that!)

In truth, we share a lot in common. We need to feel connected, accepted,
and included in meaningful activities. We want to contribute. We want to
feel appreciated and valued. One thing that struck me while I heard this
feedback was that the assumption that in the summer, everybody has some-
thing else (or something better) to do, so the Winnipeg Jewish community
doesn’t plan much.

That may well be the case, but I doubt it. I don’t know, I’m not from here,
but I’m going to bet that not everybody in the Jewish community has a cot-
tage someplace else! So, what do the rest of us need?

Consistency, routine, and continuity make us feel safe and included.
That’s easy enough – any educator or health care worker could tell us that.
Luckily, Judaism is full of routines! These don’t shut down in the summer
time. We can always go to services to find this consistency…except?

In the summer time, (and this is a problem everywhere, not just in the

Jewish community) it can be hard to find children’s programming at a syn-
agogue on any kind of consistent basis. The assumption is that if some peo-
ple will be out of town, it’s not worth having a kids’ service or a learning
event. At that point, I’d ask this: “How many kids is too few?” If there are
five kids there, is that enough? Ten? (Do I sound like Abraham asking
about how many righteous people need to be in Sodom and Gomorrah?!)

The same can be said about events for everyone else. If some activities
continue reliably, throughout the summer, adults of all ages who find them-
selves at loose ends might just find their way to a Jewish event. If the build-
ings still are open for services, if people are still working there, what do we
have to lose by providing programming and enrichment, even in the sum-
mer?

In many Jewish communities, people become members of a congrega-
tion, and by extension, the Jewish community, because they need religious
school for their kids, High Holiday tickets for their families, and consistent
Jewish programming. The synagogues provide a centralized support for

their needs. They need content and continuity.
They need, even in summer time, a place
“where everybody knows your name” so that
they can celebrate, learn, support those who
are ill and yes, even mourn together.

The Torah portion for this week,
B’haalot’cha, Numbers 8:112:16, contains a
famous anecdote. When the Jews were in the
desert, they groused about the lack of meat.
They yearned for fish, melons, leeks, cucum-
bers, and garlic, things they ate in Egypt, but
lacked in the wilderness. Yet, the people, the
commentators say, “were like complainers.”
They murmured under their breath, but they
didn’t say aloud what they needed. Why?

When they said aloud what they needed, the Almighty provided it.

If you are someone who needs more from the Jewish community, it’s
time to stop murmuring. Step up and speak out. Fill out the Jewish
Community Planning Survey that the Federation distributed. Better yet?
Volunteer or work to make it happen. I had such an amazing Jewish expe-
rience a few weeks ago – it really “filled me up” with community learning,
celebration, and observance. We should do that together again…every
week.

Joanne Seiff has twin sons and graduate degrees in both Education and
Religious Studies. She works as a freelance writer, editor, designer and
educator. See more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.

Note: Joanne’s column will return on August 17th, but she’ll still be
around town. She’s taking time to play at the wading pools with her kids
and do a few work-related projects. Stay tuned to learn more!

By

JOANNE SEIFF

In the summer time, (and this is a
problem everywhere, not just in the

Jewish community) it can be hard to
find children’s programming at a

synagogue on any kind of consistent
basis. The assumption is that if some

people will be out of town, it’s not
worth having a kids’ service or a

learning event. At that point, I’d ask
this. How many kids is too few?



Dr. Tina Greenfield involved in archaeological digs near IS controlled areas
During the summers of 2013 and 2014, archae-

ologist Dr. Tina Greenfield taught archaeology
as part of a U.S. State Department program in
Erbi (which is in Kurdish-controlled Iraq) She
has been part of three international archaeologi-
cal teams from Cambridge, Boston, and Munich
Universities, excavating and documenting cul-
tural heritage damage in Iraqi Kurdistan. 

In the summer of 2014, the expedition was cut
short due to the approaching threat of IS (Islamic State) into the region,
noted Dr. Greenfield, whose interests lie in the earliest empires of the
ancient world.

She returned to Iraqi Kurdistan in September/October 2015 as the direc-
tor of bioarchaeology (the study of humans, plants and animals from
archaeological sites) for a team of archaeologists excavating a newly dis-
covered ancient site dating to the Assyrian Empire (2700 years old). She is
also part of two other archaeological teams: one from the British Museum
in London, the other, from Japan.

“Each of these projects is new and is located in the same region of east-
ern Iraqi Kurdistan along the foothills of the Zagros Mountains,” said Dr.
Greenfield, who has worked on archaeological sites in Canada, Serbia,
Romania, Israel, Iraqi Kurdistan, Turkey, and South Africa. She currently
teaches at the University of Winnipeg, and is a co-director of the Near
Eastern and Biblical Archaeology Lab at the University of Manitoba.
Additionally, she is a Visiting Research Scholar at the University of
Cambridge (where she earned her PhD in 2014), and the director of a new
project investigating ancient economies from the earliest cities in southern
Iraq (Mesopotamia).

“It is hoped that with new research into the ancient civilizations of this
region we shall build our knowledge base as opposed to the current
destruction of archaeological sites and cultural heritage by Islamic State in
this area of the world.”

Significantly, Dr. Greenfield has written that most scholarly approaches
to the study of the early empires of the Near East have focused on ancient
texts and traditional archaeological material culture.

“This has left large gaps in our understanding of the political economy,
particularly for lower stratum occupants,” she wrote in an article in Biblical
Archaeology Review (“More Than Bones”, published online in Academia
2016).

“The analysis and interpretation of animal bones can inform on the polit-
ical, economic, ritual and other processes inherent within archaeological
settlements because animal remains are endemic to sites regardless of class
or status of their inhabitants. They can highlight behavioral patterns other-
wise unknown. I have been incredibly fortunate to work with a variety of
teams on a number of sites in Turkey (Ziyaret Tepe), Iraqi Kurdistan (the
Citadel of Erbil, Rowanduz Archaeological Project and the Peshdar Plains
Project) and Israel (Tell Burna and Tell es-Safi) over the past two decades,
plus having worked and supervised excavations in Europe and South
Africa. Those dig directors steadfastly supported my zooarchaeological

research both in the field and during postfield laboratory analyses. This
brings me to a very important point. I believe the most significant chal-
lenges for the future of Near Eastern archaeology are (1) to include spe-
cialists in the field and (2) to find sufficient funds to allow specialists to
complete their research in a timely manner.”

Providing funding and encouragement for zooarchaeologists to be part of
the excavation team and to be able to spend time at the site is a necessity,
she wrote.

“It is impossible to understand accurately the nature of the deposits, as
individual units, in relation to one another as well as across the site, with-
out specialists’ involvement from the beginning of a project,” Dr.
Greenfield said in the article.

“The subdiscipline of zooarchaeology is an incredibly dynamic field
within archaeology. While it is our responsibility as archaeologists to gath-
er as much data as possible before it irrevocably disappears, it has to be
high quality data. To this end, we must be present from the inception of
excavations, with our trowels, brushes and a keen sense of how to excavate
with a scientific approach. For both the excavator and the zooarchaeologist
to be successful in their jobs–and for the research itself to be successful –
the future needs to include adequate funding in the dig budget and integra-
tion of zooarchaeologists from the beginning of the project.”
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Community news

By MARTIN ZEILIG
When she was a young student, Dr. Tina Jongsma-Greenfield was once

told by a prominent European archaeologist that “women do not belong in
the field of archaeology.”

That comment only stirred Jongsma-Greenfield, now a specialist on
ancient animal economies of early empires, to pursue her passion even
more, as she said during an interview with The Jewish Post & News.

Dr. Greenfield was one of six women scholars from across Canada
selected by the United States Consulate in Winnipeg to participate in a 10-
day professional exchange through the U.S. Government’s International
Visitor Program Leadership Program (IVLP), said a media release from
the local U.S. Consulate (“U of M Archaeologist to Participate in U.S.
Government-Sponsored Program on Women in Science, Technology,
Engineering, Mathematics (STEM) Professions March 17, 2016”).

“The U.S. Congress established the IVLP to promote cultural and pro-
fessional exchanges between the United States and other countries,” said
the release.

Jongsma-Greenfield explained that she was invited to participate in the
IVLP by the U.S. State Department on a recommendation from the U.S.
Consulate of Winnipeg.

“The purpose of our trip was to meet with leaders in the fields (of
STEM) from government institutions to academia, secondary schools and
the private sector,” she continued.

“We landed in Washington and were treated to a tour of the city. Then,
we had a series of meetings for the next three days in places like the State
Department, where we discussed the importance of promoting women in
STEM careers, and what the U.S. was doing on a federal level.”

The Canadian guests learned that federal policies in the U.S. focus on

women and STEM issues, said Jongsma-Greenfield, who obtained her
PhD in Archaeology in 2014 from the University of Cambridge in the
U.K.

“In Canada, we have a Minister of Status of Women, but it’s unclear if
there’s a federal mandate to deal with women in STEM,” she offered.

She praised her fellow Canadians on the trip as highly qualified, brilliant
women who care about supporting other women and girls in the disci-
plines of STEM.

They met with people from the US government, universities, schools,
and the public and private sector. Highlights of the trip included visiting
the US State Dept., National Science Foundation (NSF), which is the
U.S.’s primary funding agency for research in the sciences and social sci-
ences, NASA’s Kennedy Space Center, Universal Studios Innovation
Center, and PBS to name just a few.

She also mentioned that the Canadians visited the Orlando Science
Centre in Orlando, Florida, where there are separate science programs for
boys and girls because they “learn differently” from each other, as well as
the Universal Studio Innovative Centre in Orlando, where their senior sci-
entist is a woman.

“The perception that STEM is male dominated needs to be changed,”
emphasized Jongsma-Greenfield.

“Girls need to be encouraged to enter these fields and be given the tools
and accessibility to innovative programs that are potentially geared to
girls’ interests in these fields. We need to think outside the box and engage
girls and women in fields they’d normally not consider. They need hands-
on experience and mentoring by women in these fields in order to see that
regardless of their gender, they can find a career they are passionate about,
irrespective of what discipline it comes out of.”

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

DR. TINA GREENFIELD
“It is hoped that with new research into the ancient civilizations of this
region we shall build our knowledge base as opposed to the current
destruction of archaeological sites and cultural heritage by Islamic
State in this area of the world.”

Dr. Tina Jongsma-Greenfield chosen to participate in American program
focusing on women in science, technology, engineering, and math



Have WiFi? You can explore the story of the Jewish people anywhere you go
By DEBRA KAMIN

TEL AVIV (JTA) – When Benny Daon entered the Israeli high-tech
scene in 1993, the Jewish state was just beginning to earn its reputation as
a global hub of cutting-edge technology. He worked his way up the ladder,
first at other people’s companies and then as CEO of his own business,
Shunra Software.

For the coder and self-described “groker” (that’s geek-speak for deeply
immersing oneself in programming language), it was a classic case of right
place, right time. Shunra’s profit margins flourished just as Israel – and the
Tel Aviv’s hub of high-tech companies known as Silicon Wadi – gained
respect across the globe.

Eight years in at Shunra, Daon was overseeing 60 employees and invest-
ment figures of more than $10 million. But despite the healthy growth in
his bottom line, Daon was itching for work with a more philanthropic edge.
He quit while he was ahead and went back to coding full-time while search-
ing for his next calling.

At about the same time, Beit Hatfutsot-Museum of the Jewish People was
also restarting itself. The 40-year-old institution, which sits on the campus
of Tel Aviv University and is committed to telling the diverse stories of the
Jewish people across the globe, had committed itself to a revamp fit for the
digital age. A major component of the overhaul, the museum’s founders
decided, would be a new online presence calibrated for the age of social
media.

To get up to speed, the museum decided not to outsource its website and
online archives. Instead, Beit Hatfutsot built a mini high-tech company
right in the heart of its physical campus. It recruited 10 employees from
Israel’s high-tech scene and set them up in a nerve center at the museum’s
heart.

“Most places, when faced with a project like this, they outsource it,” said
the museum’s CEO, Dan Tadmor. “It’s easier and probably even cheaper.
But it was clear to us that [the
digital presence] was part of
our core business. Our databas-
es and information have always
been one of the two major rea-
sons people came to the muse-
um, and as a rule of thumb you
don’t outsource core business.”

For Daon, who now serves as
the team’s lead engineer, it was
a match made in Jewish com-
munal heaven.

“It’s much more meaningful
than what I did in high-tech,”
he said. “We’re using high
technology here, too, but the
company is not a startup. It’s
high-tech that is working with
Jewish heritage.”

In addition to being a bricks-
and-mortar museum, Beit
Hatfutsot has long been the
repository of deep databases filled with artifacts of Jewish history. There
are wells of black-and-white photos, some of them capturing Jewish histo-
ry’s most intimate or influential moments. There are music archives, their
antiquated cassettes and records holding recorded strains of Jewish liturgy
from the days before Hitler. There are piles of information on Jewish com-
munities, both flourishing and floundered, as well as a well-known data-
base containing the roots of Jewish family names.

For its first four decades, visitors who wanted to access these databases
had to travel to Beit Hatfutsot to search them in person. Today, however,
thanks to Daon and a small tech-savvy team, the information is being
processed and transferred online so anyone with a WiFi signal can dive
right in.

“A lot of museums invest their time and energy in creating an online
museum, where you can walk through the museum in 360-degree images,”
said Tadmor, who has helped drive the initiative to move resources online.
“We’re not doing that. The museum itself is not going online so much as
the institution of Beit Hatfutsot is. That means the museum, its databases,
its education and its culture – it’s all a part of the shift.”

Beit Hatfutsot’s online databases celebrated a soft launch earlier in the
spring and became live and fully searchable last month. To get them up to
speed, the high-tech team has had a dual focus. The first is taking the mil-
lions upon millions of pieces of information stored within the hard-copy
databases and uploading them to the Internet – that means managing copy-
right and privacy issues, as well as a the basic troubles of conversion and
format. The second focus, which is equally daunting, is getting those
images packaged behind a user interface that are both attractive and intu-
itive for its users.

“There are 14 million Jews around the world and countless other people
who are also interested in the Jewish people,” Tadmor said. “The vast
majority of those people will never set foot into Beit Hatfutsot. Most of

them will never even come to Israel. So we feel it’s our duty to take this
information we have and make it accessible for anyone who is interested.”

Today, Daon is making significantly less money than he did during his
years in high-tech, but his work, he says, is far more rewarding. The
Netanya native says one of his favorite parts of his job is discovering glim-
mers of his own family’s Jewish history while writing and testing the web-
site’s code.

“When I need to test something out, I often write my own grandfather’s
name and the town he came from in Poland into the search engine,” Daon
acknowledged. “It’s work that helps me remember my own family’s story.”

(This article is part of series sponsored by the Museum of the Jewish
People at Beit Hatfutsot, the sole institution anywhere in the world devot-
ed to sharing the complete story of the Jewish people with millions of visi-
tors from all walks of life. )
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Chartered Professional Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B.Comm. Hons., MBA, CPA, CGA
• Accounting • Auditing
• Tax • Data Processing
212-2211 McPhilips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

Bus. 204-339-6969
Fax. 204-339-2717
Res. 204-334-7086
hpk-cga@shaw.ca

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

•garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
cel 204-951-1552

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss
204-925-7999

e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

������ ����

TIFFANY TOWERS
1179 GRANT

Large 1 BR, 2 BR and 
Penthouse suites 

across from Grant Park S.C.
Includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact 204-453-5178
inquire@shindico.com
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This photograph of an Arab neighbor visiting a friend in Kibbutz Kfar
Giladi in 1945 or 1946 is part of the Museum of the Jewish People’s
vast archives. (Herbert Sonnenfeld/Courtesy of Beit Hatfutsot)

“There are 14 million
Jews around the world

and countless other people
who are also interested in

the Jewish people. The
vast majority of those peo-
ple will never set foot into

Beit Hatfutsot. Most of
them will never even come

to Israel. So we feel it’s
our duty to take this infor-
mation we have and make

it accessible for anyone
who is interested.”
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