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Turmoil at the top of the Jewish Federation
By BERNIE BELLAN

In a move that must have
come as a shock to many in the
Winnipeg Jewish community,
Adam Bronstone, who had
been CEO of the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg since
August 2014, is no longer
CEO.

According to an e-mail issued
June 15 by David Kroft, presi-
dent of the Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg, the Federation
claims that Bronstone
“resigned” his position effec-
tive June 15.

Here is the text of that e-mail: “The Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg confirms that Dr.
Adam Bronstone has resigned his position as
Chief Executive Officer effective June 15,
2015. The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg
thanks Dr. Bronstone for all of his efforts on
behalf of the community. A search for Dr.
Bronstone’s replacement will now begin with
further information in this regard to be provid-
ed at a later date.” 

It is not clear, however, whether Bronstone
actually resigned his position or whether his
appointment was terminated involuntarily (a
euphemism for “fired”).

Requests to the Federation to clarify the sit-
uation have gone unanswered and so far,
Bronstone has not commented publicly about
what happened.

Adam Bronstone had begun serving as
Federation CEO less than 10 months ago. In a
press release issued by the Federation on June
26, 2014, it was stated that Dr. Bronstone is a
“native Winnipegger, Dr. Bronstone returned
to Winnipeg in January after almost 15 years in

the US in senior management
roles with the Kansas City
Chamber of Commerce, and the
Jewish Federations of New
Orleans, Jacksonville and
Broward County, Florida. His
Federation experience is broad,
including responsibilities in
Communal Planning,
Allocations, Government
Relations, Young Leadership,
Research and Community
Engagement. Immediately prior
to returning to Winnipeg, Dr.
Bronstone led fundraising and
donor development for a New

York professional and trades group, ORT
America. Dr. Bronstone holds a PhD in
International Relations from the University of
Hull, UK, an MA in International Relations
from York University in Toronto, and a BA in
Political Science from the University of
Manitoba.”

Under the terms of his appointment
Bronstone had been under probation for the
first six months of his tenure as CEO. The
appointment was renewed following the orig-
inal six months for a further six months,
which was to end this coming August. As we
noted earlier, it is not at all clear why
Bronstone is no longer CEO; however, in our
June 10 issue we did note that the annual
Combined Jewish Appeal campaign had fallen
some $200,000 short of its goal of $5.9 mil-
lion.

There has been no announcement as to who
will be replacing Bronstone in the interim peri-
od until his successor is found although the
announcement that he is no longer CEO
emanated from the office of CJA Campaign
Director Elaine Goldstine.

Morley Blankstein - champion of many causes, passes
By BERNIE BELLAN

(Much of the following is taken from Morley
Blankstein’s story in the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba’s Book of Life:)

A stellar supporter of a myriad of causes - and one
of Manitoba’s leading architects, has passed.

Morley Blankstein, who was 91, passed away
Wednesday, June 16. The son of Max Zev and Lena
(Goldin) Blankstein, Morley Blankstein was one of
five children.

Following in his father’s footsteps, (Max was
Western Canada’s first Jewish architect and quite pos-
sibly, the first in Canada altogether), Morley became
a renowned architect in his own right, working first
for the firm of Green Blankstein Russell, later starting
his own firm: Number Ten Architectural Group.
Morley was responsible for the design of Winnipeg’s
General Post Office while with Green Blankstein
Russell. 

During his tenure with Number Ten Architectural Group, the firm won
numerous awards and was involved in the design of many major projects,
both here in Winnipeg and internationally, including: The Zambia Institute

of Technology in Kitwe, Zambia; the City of Winnipeg
Transit Garage, Office & Maintenance Complex; Lions
Manor Senior Citizen Residence Complex; Air Canada
Maintenance Hangars and Stores; Sharon Home of
Winnipeg; Peguis Pavilion in Kildonan Park; Pilot
Training Building for the Canadian Forces Base in
Portage-la-Prairie, and renovations and additions to the
St. Amant Centre.

Morley Blankstein served on numerous boards and was
involved in a host of different organizations. He served
as President of the Manitoba Theatre Centre, President of
the YMHA Jewish Community Centre, President of the
Glendale Golf & Country Club, Vice President of the
Royal Canadian Academy of Arts and Vice President of
the Winnipeg Jewish Community Council, chairing the
Combined Jewish Appeal in 1978 and 1979. He chaired
the Age & Opportunity Centre Inc. Living Arrangements
Committee, served on the Board of the Canadian Design
Council, and was a Member of Council for the

Community Planning Association of Canada.
As well, Morley was deeply involved with the Jewish Foundation of

Morley Blankstein

Continued on next page.

Adam Bronstone
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Manitoba, the Rose & Max Rady
Jewish Community Centre,

Technion - Israel Institute of Technology, and the Simkin Centre (formerly
the Sharon Home) along with the Manitoba Theatre Centre.

Married to the former Marjorie Rady since 1952, Morley and Marjorie
Blankstein had five children.

Following are excerpts from past issues of The Jewish Post & News
which offer glimpses into the contributions Morley Blankstein made over
the years:

In May of 2014, Morley and Marjorie Blankstein were honoured by the
Canadian Associates of Ben Gurion University for their contribution to the
cyberwarfare lab at Ben Gurion University.

“In describing how much both Marjorie and Morley Blankstein have con-
tributed of themselves over the years, Nora Kaufman noted how “they’ve
expressed their involvement – Morley through a distinguished career as an
architect and through community involvement – and Marjorie as a profes-
sional volunteer.”

“Among the many local causes to which they’ve lent their support over
the years, Kaufman listed the Rady JCC (which is named for Marjorie’s
parents, Max and Rose Rady); the Canadian Museum for Human Rights;
the United Way; St. Boniface Hospital; and the Arthur V. Mauro Centre for
Peace and Justice.

“In addition the Blanksteins have been generous supporters of many
causes in the State of Israel, with Morley having been the driving force
behind the Winnipeg branch of the Canadian Technion Society for many
years. Interestingly, Marjorie Blankstein pointed out that, as a couple, she
and Morley have been to Israel an amazing 31 times altogether, beginning
with their first trip in 1962.”

Morley’s most recent (and last appearance in our paper) came this past
November when a cause that was near and dear to his heart, the Monash
Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion, unveiled a new plaque commemo-
rating the contribution of General John Monash to the Allied effort in the
First World War. At that time we wrote: “The idea for the plaque, notes Dan
Stone, past president of the Jewish Heritage Centre, was broached several
years ago by Marshall Wilder and Morley Blankstein, who approached the
Jewish Heritage Centre to discuss documenting and preserving the history
and contributions of Jewish war veterans.”

In August 2010 Morley Blankstein was still actively involved with the
Canadian Technion Society. (Sadly, he told me that he was unable to find
anyone who was willing to take on the responsibility of heading that orga-
nization when he was no longer able to perform that function and so there
is no longer a branch of the Canadian Technion Society in Winnipeg.) But,
five years ago Morley reminisced about the early days of the Canadian
Friends of the Technion Society here: 

“For local chapter president Morley Blankstein, being involved with the
Technion, Israel’s foremost institute of scientific research and education,
has been a labour of love going back over 30 years.

“Blankstein says that the Winnipeg chapter of Canadian Friends of the
Technion got its start here in the 1960s under the inspired leadership of
Archie Micay and Justice Roy Matas. Blankstein notes that, during the time
in which he has been involved in helping to boost support for the Technion,

he has been privileged to form associations with
some of that institution’s most outstanding lead-
ers. He cites, in particular, Maj. Gen. (res) Amos
Horev, who was Israel’s first native-born presi-
dent of the Technion.”

Jim Carr, whose mother was a first cousin of
Morley’s, recalls him with great fondness:
“Morley was kind and gentle, bright and
engaged, passionate about his family, his coun-
try, Israel and the Jewish people. His creativity
and spirit of generosity will live on as we grieve
the loss. My heartfelt condolences to his beloved
Marjorie and their wonderful family.”

Morley’s nephew Arthur added these thoughts:
“Whether he was in the Jewish community or
the general community, Morley was a mensch.
He gave of himself both in hard work and phil-
anthropy to many community causes. He was an
architect in keeping with a family tradition fol-
lowing in his father’s footsteps and like his
brother Cecil and sister Evelyn.

“We can look around the city and see his work,
be it the Royal Canadian Mint, The Winnipeg
Art Gallery or the Manitoba Theatre Centre and
many others. He loved Israel as he loved Canada
– he gave of himself to community planning of
the town of Gav Yavna near Tel Aviv and was the
president of the Winnipeg Chapter of Technion. 

He was a family man and family was so impor-
tant to him – he was the patriarch to his nephews
and nieces.”
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Allocations to Jewish agencies cut back – but not by nearly as much as had been feared
By BERNIE BELLAN

After 15 consecutive years of growth in the
amount of money that was available to be allo-
cated to the agencies that receive funding from
the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, there was
some $85,250 less available to be allocated
this year.

Yet, considering that the Combined Jewish
Appeal fell $200,000 short of reaching its
announced goal of $5.9 million (which was the
amount it raised last year), the impact of the
reductions is far less severe than it might have
been. According to a reliable source, the rea-
son for this is that the Jewish Federation, under
the leadership of now former CEO Adam
Bronstone, itself found savings within its own
operation over $80,000. Combined with the
reduction in the amount allocated to the United
Israel Appeal ($20,000), the actual percentage
reduction in the total amount allocated to local
agencies was only slightly more than 3% (not
the 4.6% reported by someone else).

Considering that the 12 agencies which
receive funding from the Jewish Federation
had been receiving increased funding for 15
consecutive years, it can hardly be deemed a
major blow for any of them not to have
received increased funding this year.

In fact, in one instance, that of Shalom
Residences, funding from the Federation actu-
ally increased from the previous year.

In proportionate terms the largest cut in
funding will be felt by Jewish Child and
Family Service, which saw its funding reduced
by $32,000 – a 4% cut. (Elsewhere in this issue
we have a fuller report about the financial sit-
uation at JCFS.)

Interestingly, despite the Gray Academy’s
having suffered a staggering 15% drop in
enrollment this past year, there was only a 2%
reduction in the allocation given to the Gray
Academy. While the report does make mention
of the “low enrollment” at the Irma Penn
School of Jewish Learning, nowhere does the
report even mention the fact that the Gray
Academy took an enormous hit to its enroll-
ment other than to note that “The presentation
from Gray Academy highlighted the strategic
efforts currently underway to improve recruit-
ment and increase enrollment.” 

The full report of the Allocations Committee
contains brief descriptions of the activities of
each of the 12 beneficiary agencies of the
Federation, including references to strengths
and weaknesses of the agencies. (A copy of the
full report is available on our website. Go to
http://www.jewishpostandnews.ca.)

In the meantime, at the right we present a
chart showing the amount of funding to be
given to each of the Federation’s agencies:

TORONTO (JTA) – The Jewish National Fund of
Canada has canceled a scheduled speech by U.S. presi-
dential hopeful Mike Huckabee 

Huckabee, who is vying for the Republican bid in
2016, had his Oct. 15 speaking engagement in Ottawa
canceled on June 10 following objections from the
Canadian LGBTQ community, the Canadian Jewish
News reported. 

An online petition at change.org calling for Huckabee
to be pulled from speaking at the JNF Negev Dinner
noted that comments from the former Arkansas gover-
nor “spread degrading hatefulness towards and about
transgender people.” 

“This is a segment of our community that needs your
support, not the appearance of yet further rejection and
abuse, as clearly promoted by your announced speaker, Mr. Huckabee,”
the petition said. 

The petition also noted that Huckabee publicly supported Josh Duggar,
a member of the family featured in the TLC reality show “19 Kids and

Counting” who allegedly molested some of his underage
sisters and a family friend. 

Josh Cooper, JNF Canada’s CEO, told the Canadian
Jewish News that the petition, which had 31 signatories as
of Monday, “had absolutely no impact whatsoever” on the
decision to cancel Huckabee’s speech at the dinner, which
this year will support autism research in Israel. 

In an email to the weekly newspaper, Cooper said that
Huckabee was initially selected because “he is a staunch
supporter of the State of Israel” and “has never wavered
from this position,” but was disinvited because “the
media spotlight has recently focused on Mr. Huckabee’s
comments about issues that bear no relevance to JNF or
autism.” 

Huckabee gave a speech last month at the National
Religious Broadcasters’ convention in which he referred to transgen-
derism as a “social experiment” and joked he would have pretended to be
trans in high school if he’d known it would allow him to shower with girls
during gym, the Canadian Jewish News reported. 

JNF Canada cancels Huckabee speech amid LGBTQ objections

Mike Huckabee



Removal of Jewish Federation CEO leaves many unanswered questions
The manner in which Adam Bronstone was

removed from his position as Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg CEO has led to a cloud of uncer-
tainty over not just the professional leadership of
the Federation, but the ability of the Federation
board itself. 

Through a series of conversations that I have
had with various individuals, including some of
Bronstone’s harshest critics within the communi-

ty, it has become clear to me that Bronstone’s greatest failing was an inabil-
ity to cultivate strong alliances among the most powerful members of this
community who represent, for the most part, the moneyed movers and
shakers who really run things.

Bronstone’s predecessor, Bob Freedman, in contrast, over the 28 years in
which he filled the position, had key protectors who were willing to stand
by him when he, like any CEO, had to make some very unpopular moves.
For instance, several years ago Freedman took on the Jewish Heritage
Centre which, at the time, had a much greater space allocated to it within
the Asper Campus, including a full-scale museum. When Freedman halved
the financial allocation given to the Heritage Centre by the Federation and
ordered the museum closed, he created many enemies within the Heritage
Centre. Yet, he was able to persevere because he had the backing of certain
powerful individuals while the Heritage Centre had no powerful allies
within the community.

Let me declare that I have no axe to grind in favour of Adam Bronstone.
I had only a brief experience of having dealt with him prior to his taking
over as Federation CEO. Frankly I was surprised to hear of his appointment
last June. At the time I had written that I thought it was time that the posi-
tion was held by a woman, since there were several eminently qualified
female candidates who had applied for the position and, for the most part,
women had been filling the major positions within the Jewish Federation
bureaucracy. By the way, I still stand by that position.

But, once Adam Bronstone was chosen as CEO, I had no preconceived
notion of what he was going to be like fulfilling his duties. I knew Adam
to be somewhat cerebral. (He does have a PhD in International Relations
and I had taken a course on Middle East politics which he taught last
spring.)

His greatest failing, however, is that he made an enemy early on of one
particular individual who can be ruthless in her determination to influence
events within this community. That individual is prepared to use her con-
nections among some very powerful individuals and her own influence
arising from her family name to threaten anyone whom she decides
deserves to be threatened, often for quite bizarre reasons.

As a matter of fact, it was from her that I learned that Adam had been
removed from his position as Federation CEO when she phoned me late
Friday afternoon, June 12, to crow about how she had threatened the
Federation with a lawsuit and withdrawal of financial support for the
Federation from a key donor unless Adam Bronstone was removed from

his position.
She has now taken

upon herself the duty to
outline the necessary
qualifications that she
thinks the next CEO of
the Federation should
have, with the clear
implication that Adam
Bronstone had none of
those qualifications,
including being a
“mensch”, having
“honesty and integri-
ty”. Of course, one
would want that in any-
one, wouldn’t they?
But, somewhere Adam
Bronstone made an
enemy of this individ-
ual and like Martin
Luther nailing his
encyclicals to the
church wall, she has
clearly suggested that
Adam Bronstone had
failed to meet with her
approval so, therefore,
he had to go.

Yet Adam Bronstone
had a lengthy resumé
before he took the posi-
tion of Federation
CEO, having held simi-

lar positions in other cities, including Ft. Lauderdale, Jacksonville and New
Orleans, as well as with the Kansas City Chamber of Commerce.

He may have had his failings, but he also had his strengths, including a
keen appreciation of the importance of developing strong systems within
an organization. For instance Adam had noted that there were no regular
meetings of all the various Jewish agencies together. He had begun holding
meetings where the executive directors of the various organizations got
together with him and were able to discuss common concerns. Similarly, he
had begun to hold monthly staff meetings within the Federation itself,
something that was also new to the Federation, which has grown into a
large-scale bureaucracy over the years.

One of the biggest knocks on Adam Bronstone was that he wasn’t an
eager “fundraiser”. Perhaps he wasn’t as adept or as enthusiastic in per-
forming that function as Bob Freedman, but was it spelled out to him when
he took the position that was going to be one of his principal functions?
According to what we have learned, it wasn’t. So, when the Combined
Jewish Appeal fell some $200,000 short of reaching its goal this past year,
it became much easier for others to point to Adam’s failure to be as suc-
cessful a buttonholer as Bob Freedman had been in getting reluctant donors
to ante up.

Granted, Adam had been on probation and his term was set to end this
August, so it seems likely that his contract would not have been renewed
in any event – given his lack of support from any of the powerful movers
and shakers who really control things within our Jewish community.

But, to be terminated in the manner in which he was terminated? And,
let’s be clear – all indications point to his being forced out of his position,
despite the official pronouncement from David Kroft, President of the
Jewish Federation, that Adam had “resigned”. 

Adam has refused to comment on the manner in which his tenure as
Federation CEO ended. No doubt there is a certain amount of money at
stake here for him that requires him to remain quiet, under the terms of his
contract, but ask yourself this: Why on Earth would he have decided to
leave his position just two and a half months before it was due to end?
(Naturally, when I posed that question to David Kroft in the form of an e-
mail, asking whether Adam “jumped or was he pushed?”, I failed to receive
a reply. I don’t blame him for that. Yet the manner in which he has handled
this entire affair suggests that he has cast a much bigger cloud over the
future of the Federation than was necessary.)

So, what now? Who is running things at the Federation? Who knows?
There are always some very important decisions to be made, foremost
among them being what is going to happen with the Gwen Secter Centre.
Readers may recall that in our last issue I reported that the National
Council of Jewish Women is prepared to renew the lease for Gwen Secter
for another five years and that the W.R.H.A. is prepared to take over
responsibility for paying National Council $30,000 a year for that lease;
however, National Council has asked that it be relieved of responsibility for
having to pay back the Jewish Federation some $90,000 that it has been
loaned by the Federation over the past three years. Is anyone from the
Federation negotiating with National Council? That would have been the
responsibility of the CEO.

As for filling the position of CEO – anyone out there who might be con-
sidering applying for the position, whether they are from Winnipeg or else-
where, should be aware that they must meet with the approval of a certain
powerful individual who has been neither elected nor appointed, but who
has taken upon herself the duty to keep watch over how this community
functions in so many respects. 
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

Glad I’m not an active member of the community
From The Jewish Post & News Facebook page (commenting on my

Short Takes column above): “It's when things like this happen, I
remember why I'm not an active member of the Jewish community. Oh,
and that I don't have one of a handful of last names that make all the
rules. So glad we have our own little Israeli community.”
Shirli Vilenski East

Thanks for bringing copies of the paper
Hi Bernie,
On behalf of myself and the entire Current Events class, I really want

to thank you for giving us the free issues throughout the school year.
The students were very appreciative and really enjoyed reading and
analyzing the papers as part of their course. They made you a little
thank you card that I will leave at security for you. Thanks again
Bernie!
Avi Posen
Judaic Studies
Gray Academy of Jewish Education

LETTERS
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Op-ed

Lessons Adam Bronstone might have learned 

By BERNIE BELLAN
I was talking with the editor of the Canadian Jewish News, Yoni

Goldstein, who told me he has been following with rapt attention my post-
ings on our website about what’s been going on in our Winnipeg Jewish
Federation.

Yoni asked me whether I’d be interested in writing an op-ed for the CJN
about the turbulence at the top of our Federation. So, here goes: 

The premature dismissal of Adam Bronstone from his post as Federation
CEO two months before his term was due to end is symptomatic of an
organization in disarray. While the Jewish Federation may applaud itself
for its many considerable accomplishments, the kind of petty politics that
often envelop that organization are not atypical of any bureaucratic orga-
nization, especially one whose lines of authority are so blurred.

Ostensibly the CEO of an organization is to take direction from his or her
board. But anyone who has studied bureaucratic organizations would
understand that power emanates from two sources: information and con-
nections. A CEO who is fully aware of what is going on within an organi-
zation is in a much better position not to be outmaneuvered by anyone who
might be plotting to undermine that CEO’s authority and would be capable
of circumventing board members who might be in disagreement.

Add to that ingredient connections to those individuals who are the key
holders of power within an organization, but who may or may not be board
members themselves, and a CEO’s power base should be secure.

For the past 10 years we have been hearing various members of our com-
munity congratulate themselves for having helped to “grow” Winnipeg’s
Jewish population by a substantial amount. In fact, that accomplishment
seemed to be at the heart of what the Jewish Federation had been claiming
for years was the key to “securing our future”.

The facts, however, completely contradicted those claims. When the
results of the 2011 National Household Survey were released in 2013 the
evidence clearly indicated that, rather than having grown, Winnipeg’s
Jewish population had, in fact shrunk – and not by a small amount.
According to the 2001 Census our Jewish population was a little more than
14,000. But, by 2011, the NHS reported that our population was only
slightly more than 12,000. 

I had been writing articles questioning our Federation’s claims that our
population was growing, but it wasn’t until  Uriel Heilman of the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency wrote a piece in 2014 asking why Winnipeg had
become a key destination for Russian Israeli immigrants did any of the
movers and shakers in this community begin to ask themselves some seri-
ous questions about what was really going on here. 

Yet, the previous CEO of our community, who had held his position for
28 years, had staked his reputation in large part on the premise that
Winnipeg’s Jewish population had not only grown substantially, the influx
of Israeli immigrants had all but insured our future.

What then are to we make of the fact that synagogue membership has
plummeted in the past few years, that our only Jewish day school saw a
decline in enrollment this past year from 600 to 510, that the Hebrew
Bilingual program offered at another school had been terminated, and that
the only Jewish seniors’ centre in the north end of the city was threatened
with closure? Are those the signs of a growing and healthy Jewish popula-
tion?

Yet, when it comes to the financial health of our Jewish community,
things are relatively stable. For instance, our Jewish Foundation has recent-
ly reported that its endowment has now surpassed the $100 million level –
not bad for a community that is perhaps one eighteenth the size of
Toronto’s. And, while our Combined Jewish Appeal did not quite reach its
target goal of $5.9 million (It fell some $200,000 short.), some 20 years
ago – when Winnipeg’s Jewish population was much larger than it is today,
the CJA campaign brought in only a little more than $3 million. 

So, how does this all relate to what’s been happening at the top of our
Jewish Federation? The previous CEO was unassailable in his power, and
unquestioned even when he and others in the Federation continued to pro-
mote the notion that Winnipeg had a strong and growing Jewish commu-
nity – despite facts that would have tended to contradict that notion.

A new CEO came into office last August – someone who had no power
base here and, despite the fact that he was a native Winnipegger, had not
lived here for more than 20 years. Whether or not that individual was qual-
ified to hold the position, the fact that he was not very good at  “schmooz-
ing” the “machers” who needed to be schmoozed undoubtedly played a key
role in his undoing. At the same time the current leadership of the Jewish
Federation all seem to subscribe to the myth that Winnipeg has a strong and
secure Jewish community and who seem incapable of asking any hard
questions about where is the evidence for sustaining that myth.

Add to this mix the presence of one particular and powerful individual in
the media here who uses her connections to undermine any official of
whose behaviour she disapproves – and you have a volatile recipe for orga-
nizational disarray.

Was Adam Bronstone the right person for the job of CEO? Perhaps not,
but anyone who might succeed him might  be well advised to make sure
they have some solid connections with certain “machers” here and pay
proper obeisance to one particular individual who works behind the scenes
to undermine those whom she cares to target.

BDS is anti-Semitism
By MYRON LOVE

The boycott, divestment and sanctions (BDS) campaign against Israel
– most visibly on North American university campuses – is without a
doubt fueled by anti-Semitism. The goal is the elimination of Israel as a
Jewish state. BDS co-founder, Palestinian Omar Barghouti makes no
bones about it.

As reported by Israeli journalist Ben Dror Yemini in a recent piece on
BDS in the Israeli newspaper Yedioht Ahronoth, Barghouti was once
asked if an end to the “occupation” would bring an end to the BDS cam-
paign. His answer: “No.”

Now, I have been asked from time to time if I consider all criticism of
Israel to be enough to label someone anti-Semitic. It depends on the crit-
icism.

And I have to agree with Yemini that not all supporters of BDS are anti-
Semitic. It is quite probable even that a majority are not and are actually
well-meaning people (although in recent months, anti-Israel/anti-Zionist
support has been bleeding into outright anti-Semitism with questions
about dual loyalties – but that is for another column) who in their igno-
rance have fallen for Barghouti’s lies.

Yemini suggests that a portion of the BDS supporters are falling under
the spell of the movement because it purports to be tackling a real prob-
lem. 

The most widespread argument among those who support BDS is the
supposed “Israeli occupation” of the Palestinians. Yet, the writer points
out, the BDS campaign wasn’t suspended even for a moment when Ehud
Olmert and Tzipi Livni spoke for Israel.

“They actually wanted to end the occupation,” he notes. “It didn’t work
out for them.”

Would an agreement with the Palestinians end the BDS movement?
Yemini asks. Not likely, he says, because “the initiators and leaders of the
campaign are opposed to a peace settlement based on two states for two
peoples. 

Their guiding principle is the so-called right of return, which would
mean an end to Israel; and one of their main slogans reads: “From the
river to the sea, Palestine will be free.”

He adds that it is in fact the Palestinian side – not Israel - that has
repeatedly (in 2001, 2008 and 2014) rejected any and all peace proposals
- despite repeated claims to the contrary (including from the Obama
White House).

As to the so-called “settlements” (which in many cases are thriving
cities), Yemini points out that “the construction in the West Bank, for the
most part, is taking place inside the existing blocs, which even under
Clinton’s proposal will remain in Israeli hands. Criticism is one thing, but
support for BDS is a different story altogether.”

The bottom line for the BDS campaign, he argues, is that it is led by
people who deny Israel’s right to exist. “We’re not dealing with a fight
for rights, but a fight rather to single out and deny one particular nation’s
right to self-determination.”

In my view, folks, singling out the democratic Jewish state of Israel for
violating human rights, war crimes, “occupation” and the other ills of
humanity is anti-Semitism writ large. 

And anyone who supports BDS – no matter whether well-meaning or
not – is acting in an anti-Semitic manner.

Palestinian Israeli journalist Khaled Abu Toameh, writing for the
Gatestone Institute, adds that the Palestinian terrorist group, Hamas,
which is committed to Israel’s destruction, has become the BDS move-
ment’s most enthusiastic supporter.

“While the anti-Israel activities of the BDS movement have embold-
ened Hamas,” Abu Toameh comments, ”they have also undermined those
Palestinians who continue to believe in peace and coexistence with Israel.
Many BDS supporters are also opposed to any meetings between Israelis
and Palestinians, and opposed to security coordination between Israel and
the Palestinian Authority (PA) in the West Bank. Like Hamas, many in
the BDS movement want the PA to boycott not only Israeli products, but
also peace talks with Israel.

‘Until now, the BDS movement has failed to offer the Palestinians any-
thing good. It wants Palestinian workers to boycott Israeli companies, but
has not been able to offer them an alternative source of income. If BDS
supporters really care about Palestinians, why don’t they go to the Gaza
Strip and try to promote the rights of women living under Hamas rule?
Why don’t they come to the Palestinian territories and try to promote
reforms, democracy and freedom of speech under the PA and Hamas?

“At the end of the day, BDS seems to be more about hating Israel than
helping the Palestinians. And BDS seems to be more about promoting
Hamas’s agenda than advancing the cause of peace in this part of the
world.”

What better definition is there of blind anti-Semitism?
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Dr. Harvey Chochinov on “Dignity and Reflections on End-of-Life Care”

By BERNIE BELLAN
One of the world’s foremost experts on the

subject of palliative care, Dr. Harvey Chochinov,
was the special guest speaker at the Jewish Child
and Family Service’s Annual General Meeting
June 8.

Always an entertaining speaker, Chochinov
interspersed his talk on a very serious subject
with a series of slides – often quite humourous,
and several anecdotes recalling various experi-
ences he has had in what is now a lengthy career
in palliative care.

He began his address by referring to the work
of the founder of the hospice movement, Cicely
Saunders, who asked the basic question: “How
can we best meet patients’ needs at the end of
life?”

Chochinov noted the similarity between the
goal of the palliative care movement with the
newly-opened Canadian Museum for Human
Rights: “You’re supposed to leave it feeling dif-
ferently than when you enter it, just like we’re
trying to make clinicians look at patients differ-
ently.”

“What would it mean to have a system of
health ‘caring’,” Chochinov asked, “rather than
‘care’? Often there’s a paucity of caring.”

When patients “feel caring is present,” he sug-
gested, they “are much more likely to be open to
disclosing information” about themselves.

Chochinov noted the “correlation between “the
will to live and pain”, explaining that “pain man-
agement has profound spiritual implications.”

To illustrate his point, he told the moving story
of a verbal exchange he once had with well-
known rights advocate Jim Doerksen.
Chochinov related how he referred to Doerksen

as being “wheelchair bound”. 
Doerksen responded: “I’m not wheelchair

bound, I’m ‘wheelchair liberated’.” Doerksen
went on to call Chochinov a “TAB” which,
Doerksen explained, meant “temporarily able-
bodied”.

Continuing in an exposition how “language
influences us”, especially when it comes to atti-
tudes toward the elderly, Chochinov referred to
what he defined as “elderspeak”: certain words
or phrases which individuals dealing with the
elderly often use, but which are essentially
demeaning. For instance, Chochinov said, work-
ers in institutions catering to older patients often
“infantilize” elderly patients or residents of

homes, using words such as “honey” or “sweet-
ie”. As well, workers typically resort to the first
person pronoun, as in “it’s time for our bath”.

As a result, Chochinov said, very often the
people who are subjected to “elderspeak”
respond angrily, screaming at or grabbing on to
the individuals who use that type of language.
Their behaviour, however, is not understood as
reacting to the language; they are rather thought
of as acting out.

“Dignity,” Chochinov noted, “is often com-
promised at the end of life.” Basic human func-
tions, such as “bathing, dressing, and inconti-
nence”, all  require assistance from another indi-
vidual and which “are bound to affect all of us at
the end of life.”

So, how can we change the attitudes of indi-
viduals who deal with those of us nearing the
end of life? Chochinov offered a model of some-
thing which he labeled “dignity therapy” which,
he suggested, is designed to “change the lens of
the health care provider”. 

What this form of therapy does, Chochinov
said, is provide an “opportunity to engage
patients in a therapy that will give them dignity.”
Patients are offered the opportunity to speak
about their lives, to have a “conversation that is
recorded and transcribed and that can be given to
a loved one.” The value of leaving a “legacy” is
of utmost importance to many patients, he noted.

In this way, one can elevate the aspect of a
patient’s “personhood”, Chochinov suggested.
“What should I know about you as a person that
can help me take the best care of you that I can?”

For more on the JCFS AGM turn to page 10.

During the Jewish Child & Family Service’s Annual General Meeting on June 8, representatives of  different agencies and organizations that
work with JCFS to provide services of one sort or another to members of our community were on hand to receive certificates of appreciation
from JCFS. From left-right, they are: Elaine Stern of the Gwen Secter Centre; Joanne Katz (who, along with her husband Sam Katz, presented
a scholarship certificate to a local student); Marilyn Regiec and Karen Grant, also of Gwen Secter; Robyn Avery, Aleph Bet Child Life Centre;
Eleonora Caporalini, Rady JCC; Sam Katz; Laurie Binder and Joyce Kerr, Gray Academy; with Ian Staniloff of the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue
between them; Rose Aziman, National Council of Jewish Women; Rabbi Baruch Heidigsfeld, Chabad Lubavitch Centre (sort of hiding behind
Rose); Dr. Earl Hershfield, Herzlia Synagogue (also sort of hiding behind) Reva Craven, NCJW; Miral Gabor, representing both Temple Shalom
and the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg; Cindy Lazar, NCJW; Irwin Corobow, the Simkin Centre; and Albert Benarroch, JCFS. (We apologize
that not everyone’s face is clearly visible in this photo but just try and get that many individuals’ attention to look at the camera at one time!)

Dr. Harvey Chochinov: “What would it mean
to have a system of health ‘caring’, rather
than ‘care’?”

JCFS honours the many agencies and organizations that 
cooperate with JCFS in providing services
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(l-r): Berel Rodal,  Chair, Advisory Council, Ukrainian Jewish
Encounter;  Alti Rodal, curator of the exhibition and co-director of the
Ukrainian Jewish Encounter; Joel Lazer Chair, Community Relations,
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg. (Photo by Norbert Iwan)

 MLA for Point Douglas
Kevin Chief

kevinchief.ca
(204) 421-9126

Wishing you and 
your family a Happy 
Canada Day!

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Canadian Associates of Ben-Gurion University of the Negev  
 

Expresses its deepest sympathies to  
Marjorie and the entire Blankstein family on the passing of 

 

Morley Blankstein  

Honouree of the 2014 Ben-Gurion University Gala, supporter 
and dear friend of Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. 

May his memory be a blessing 
 

 
 
 

Mark Mendelson  Gary Fine  
Chief Executive Officer, Canada  National President  
 
Ariel Karabelnicoff Sheldon Zamick 
Executive Director, Manitoba Region President, Manitoba Region 

Ukrainian-Jewish history on display until June 27

In our June 10 issue we reported on an exhibit that is currently on display
at the Oserdork Ukrainian Cultural and Educational Centre, 184 Alexander
Ave.

The exhibit focuses on "the encounter and side-by-side evolution of Jews
and Ukrainians" from "antiquity to the beginning of the First World War.

A segment of the exhibition focuses on the growth of Hasidism in
Ukraine, while other parts examine life under both the Russian Empire and
the Austrian Hapsburgs, from 1722-1914. 

On Monday, June 15, a reception was held to mark the opening of the
exhibit. On hand were representatives from both the Ukrainian and Jewish
communities.

CLOTHING      FOOTWEAR      BOOKS   
GIFTS      SUNGLASSES      HATS      TOYS

82 FIRST AVE    GIMLI      MANITOBA   
PH. 204.642.5958    info@tergesens.com

102 SHERBROOK ST.
MON to SUN — 10:00 to 10:00 

1 204 615 3354
SHERBROOKSTREETDELI.COM
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Camp Quality co-founder back in Winnipeg for another season 
Eleven years ago, Danielle

Weidman was one of the co-
founders of Camp Quality,
Manitoba’s first camp for children
who are going through cancer treat-
ments or have had cancer, as well as
their siblings. Although Weidman
has been studying medicine in
Toronto for some years now, she still
keeps returning to her hometown

every summer to work at the camp.
“Camp Quality is close to my heart,” says the daughter of

Lorne and Lois Weidman. Even though I am studying in
Toronto, I am still a member of the Camp Quality organizing
committee and I am still the camp registrar.”

Weidman returned to Winnipeg last week for the annual
BNI Givers Gain Golf Classic. “I was very excited and hon-
oured to have been invited to be the guest speaker at the tour-
nament dinner last Thursday (June 18) at the St. Boniface
Golf Club,” she says. “This will be the 10th year of the BNI
golf tournament and the 6th year in support of Camp Quality
Manitoba. The tournament has raised over $67,000 to date for
Camp Quality Manitoba. This year’s tournament is expecting
to raise another $20,000.”

Camp Quality, Weidman explains, is a non-profit organiza-
tion that hosts week-long camps for kids dealing with cancer.
The international network of camps was founded by a lady
named Vera Entwistle in Australia in 1983 and has been in
operation in Canada since 1988.

Weidman had many years of experience as a camper and counsellor at the
Winnipeg Beach Day Camp before her involvement in Camp Quality. As
well, she was involved in a university-related project working with chil-
dren with cancer who are in the Children’s Hospital oncology unit. It was
based on those experiences that Weidman became involved with Camp
Quality. 

“I brought this international organization to Manitoba in 2004 after vis-
iting a Camp Quality location in Ontario,” she says. “Our year-round pro-
gramming and free camps give kids with cancer the power to turn chal-
lenges into adventures. Camp Quality offers children with cancer, and their
siblings, the opportunity to ‘just be kids’ for one week every summer.”

The camp, she says, runs for one week. “We provide transportation, three
wonderful meals per day, lots of snacks, great activities, and a week of fun,
laughter and uplifting experiences.”

Each camper, she notes, is paired with a companion - a personal coun-
sellor. This one-to-one ratio ensures that each camper has an exciting camp

experience that meets
their individual needs
and interests. If space
permits, brothers and
sisters of a new
camper can attend for
the camper’s first year
to help the child feel
more at home.

The campsite is the
Variety Club of
Manitoba’s Camp
Brereton in the
Whiteshell. “We are
planning and prepar-
ing another great
week for our
campers,” Weidman
says. “We have a
record number of chil-

dren (45) already registered for camp this sum-
mer and are expecting more. Consequently, we
are in need of many volunteers to help with the
success of our program.

Professionally, Weidman graduated from the
University of Manitoba Faculty of Medicine

three years ago, after which, she moved to Toronto for her pediatrics resi-
dency at The Hospital for Sick Children. In July, she will be starting her fel-
lowship in Hematology/Oncology.

“My passion has come full circle from volunteering with children with
cancer (which I started at age 16), to becoming a doctor specializing in
children’s cancer,” she says. “I always planned to return to Camp Quality
Manitoba in the role of camp doctor, and I look forward to this in the near
future.”

Readers who may be interested in volunteering at Camp Quality can
email campquality.org/camps/manitoba or contact the Volunteer Registrar
at cqmbinfo@gmail.com. 

* * * * *
Noah and Lexi Palansky’s mother, Naomi, was originally diagnosed with

a rare form of cancer in April, 2008. Sadly, she passed away in November,
2010, at the age of 46, leaving to mourn her husband, Bruce, as well as her
two children.

(Naomi’s sister, Michelle Moyer, was claimed by cancer just a few
months later.)

“The feeling when we heard the diagnosis is indescribable,” said Noah
(who was 11 at the time), in an earlier interview. “It is something that I will
remember for the rest of my life.

“I wanted to do something to make a difference.”
What Noah did – first – and his younger sister, Lexi, was to begin doing

a couple of years later – was to sign up for the 2nd annual Challenge for
Life 20 km Walk in June, 2008. He solicited $14,000 worth of support that
first time.

This year, Noah (who is entering his second year at the Asper School of
Business) and Lexi (who is going into Grade 10) and their supporters are
back for the eighth time (sixth time for Lexi) more determined than ever -
to reach their ultimate goal to raise $1 million for cancer research.

Toward that goal, the Palanskys’ 11-member Kids Count team (also con-
sisting of Adam and Amy Baron, Adam Yusim, Uma Jacoby, Daniel Jacobs,
Matteo Sartor, Harry Cohen, Cyle McNab and Emma Boroditsky) raised
another $44,172 at the most recent Challenge for Life 20K walk on
Saturday, June 13. That was tops among participating teams again – push-
ing the Palanskys’ and friends’ fundraising efforts to over $700,000. Noah’s

$15,535 individual fundraising total placed him fourth overall. 
The second most successful team was the Serratus Superstars which

raised $33,000. The team consists of a group of friends who have been
doing the Cancercare Challenge for Life Walk since its inception in
2008. 

The team members participating this year included: Cathy Moser,
Sharon Goszer-Tritt, Harriet Zimmer, Leanne Zimmer, Susan
Billinkoff, Pam Vine, Audrey Book, Esther Penner, Vivienne Rowan,
Gayle Marcus and Steve Moscovitch.

Team Schvesters’ $21,341 was the fourth highest total. The team con-
sisted of siblings Adam and Dana Nepon and Mara Nepon Pelletierri’
Jack, Lesly and Shaun Katz; Shannon Curtaz, Dana Harvey, Jody Van
de Vijsel, Rocky Pollack, Kate McMillan, Larry Saifer, Kelly Carpick
and Mary Goska. The Nepon siblings lost their brother, Jonah, to can-
cer two years ago. He was 29.

Rocky Pollack lost his wife, Sharon, to cancer three years ago. 

PLAN TO ATTEND THE 25th ANNUAL 
WINNIPEG PROPHECY CONFERENCE

September 24th, 25th & 26th, 2015
9:00 am - 9:00 pm daily

Victoria Inn,  1808 Wellington Ave.    Winnipeg, MB
SPEAKERS: Dr. David Hocking; Dr. Rob Lindsted;

Dr. H.H. Barber; Pastor Billy Crone; Pastor Don McGee; 
Dr. Paul Wilkinson (England)

THEME: "GOD's Plan for Israel, the Nations and the
Church".  "...in the Last Days, perilous times shall

come..."  2 Timothy 3:1
ALL WELCOME! 

Free Will Offerings   -  Tax Receipts issued
Visit: www.wpgpc.org

OR, call: (204) 783-8376; 
(204) 853-7786;  (204) 832-4627

Danielle Weidman with her
long-time friend, Crystal
Rondeau. “I was her Companion
at Camp Quality Manitoba and we
have maintained a close friend-
ship over the years.”

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Lexi, Bruce (centre) and Noah Palansky



Immigration and the To Do list
When Bernie Bellan asked me if I might write

for this paper, he suggested writing about the
Jewish newcomer experience in Winnipeg. Upon
reflection, I realized that this experience is as
individual as the newcomers themselves. Unlike
the first waves of Jewish immigration to
Manitoba, Jewish immigrants today aren’t pri-
marily from Eastern Europe. We aren’t all
Ashkenazic, or Yiddish speakers, or Caucasian.

While some might move here to be closer to family or friends, others move
with absolutely no connections.

Newcomers who take a big leap and move to another country have some-
thing in common, despite first appearances. We may not speak the same lan-
guage, have the same religious customs, wear similar clothing or share phys-
ical commonalities. Even so, we try to see the world the way Caleb and
Joshua did. Who, you ask? You know, those guys from the Torah. It’s in this
week’s parsha (portion), Sh’lach Lecha, Numbers 13:1 -15:41 You can read
it here: 
http://www.jtsa.edu/PreBuilt/ParashahArchives/jpstext/shelahlekha.shtml

Here’s a recap. Moses sends out 12  spies to check out the Land of Israel
and report. He wants to know about who lives there and what the land looks
like. Most of the spies report that the people who live there are giants. Joshua
and Caleb offer a more positive report: a land of milk and honey. G-d wants
to wipe out the Children of Israel, but Moses intervenes. As punishment, all
those who left Egypt can’t enter Israel, except for Joshua and Caleb. Moses
explains the mitzvot of setting aside challah, observing Shabbat, how to treat
strangers, and the laws of tzitzit. (those knotted fringes on a Tallit). This
summary came, in part, from http://www.reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-
study/shlach-lcha.

It’s daunting to leave friends and family, familiar landscapes and weather,
and to head to a new country. Most who consider it would respond exactly
the way the other spies did. That new place is scary! The people are enor-
mous! It can’t be done. 

I’ll never forget people’s reactions when we were leaving Kentucky, where
my husband was a professor, to move to Winnipeg. When hearing we were
moving to a cold place that they’d never heard of, the kindest response was
“Better you than me!” More than one person asked why we would consider
it at all.

Immigrants, like Joshua and Caleb, look on the bright side. We try to see
opportunity and interesting challenges where others might see impossible
difficulties. That said, no place is perfect. Change is hard. It’s easy to feel
discouraged, lonely or depressed. That’s normal, and no person in his/her
right mind would think -40 temperatures are an easy adjustment! Even so,
I’m not over the novelty of getting to stand on top of a wintertime river. It
blows my mind every time. Plus, getting outside gives me a chance to won-
der at the natural world…and it reminds me that unlike my time living in
upstate New York, (Ithaca and Buffalo), there just isn’t that much snow here.
Sometimes experiencing a new climate reminds us that it could be a heck of
a lot worse!

Yet, the most interesting part of this parsha is the end. I’m reminded of
when I was completely overwhelmed as a kid. I’d be crying and miserable.
My mother would sit me down at a table with paper and pencil and make me
write a list. Top on the list would be “wash your face” and “go to the bath-
room.” Then she’d help me formulate a To Do list of what had to be accom-
plished. At the end of the list, I’d be calm enough to go to the bathroom and
wash my face – thus crossing two things off the list right away. Whew. I was
getting somewhere.

The Divine narrator of this parsha does the same thing. This parsha gives
Israelites a “to do” list. Challah, Shabbat, welcoming strangers, and tzitzit
are concrete tasks, grounding, specific activities that make the overwhelm-
ing tasks of moving to a new land more manageable.

The metaphors of uprooting oneself, leaving everything behind to go far

away are some of the most alarming and overwhelming ones I can think
about. Yet, each time I face a big move to a new place, the first thing I do is
make a list and a plan. Like physically touching one’s tzitzit to remind of us
the 613 mitzvot (commandments,) I can do something hands-on to remind
me what to do to make the transition better.

Immigrants encounter new experiences and adventures. We share some-
thing vital in common. We know how to pack one box at a time, fill out the
paperwork, call the utility companies, and make a life for ourselves some-
where new. It’s both frightening and possible, one thing at a time. 

It’s important to realize that those of us who have been here for a while
look a lot like giants to newcomers. It’s our responsibility to be friendly, wel-
coming giants.

Historically, Jews are experts at immigration. We tame the wilderness, the
anxiety of upheaval, through the To Do list and being open to new chal-
lenges. We might not all make our own challah, wear tzitzit or be Shomer
Shabbat, but everyone can welcome a stranger or carve out a moment to rest
on Saturdays…and
most people can take
on new, stimulating
challenges, even if
they aren’t moving to
a new country.

Start with sitting
down. Try making a
list.

Joanne Seiff is the
author of two books
and works as a free-
lance writer, editor,
designer and educator.
See more of her work
on her blog:
w w w. j o a n n e s e i f f .
blogspot.com. 
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By

JOANNE SEIFF

Well Done Manitoba

Providing specialized services for your 
Heating, Ventilation & Air Conditioning 

needs to provide the best possible 
Service, Installation, Maintenance and 

Repairs for your equipment.

We Provide Manitoba Financing

Super Deal
Furnace + Air Conditioner + Hot Water Tank

starting from  $4999.00(before tax)

(WI-FI THERMOSTAT FREE)

Air Conditioners starting from $2150
High Efficiency Furnaces starting from $2150

10 year warranty  

www.welldonemanitoba.ca
avwelldone@gmail.com

431-999-2410 (office)
431-999-2307 (cell)

Palestinian unity government resigns
JERUSALEM (JTA) – The Palestinian unity government between

Hamas and Fatah has resigned and the Palestinian Authority’s prime min-
ister has been asked to form a new government.

Resignation letters were given to P.A. President Mahmoud Abbas in
Ramallah on Wednesday, the French news agency AFP reported. The
possible collapse of the 14-month-old-government was signaled on
Tuesday, despite P.A. denials.

Abbas received the resignations from the Palestinian Authority’s prime
minister, Rami Hamdallah, then asked Hamdallah to form a new govern-
ment, AFP reported, citing Nimr Hammad, a close aide to Abbas.

The Palestinian unity agreement was signed in April 2014.
Hammad reportedly said that Hamas would be included in consulta-

tions to form a new government. Hamas reportedly had been against the
dissolution of the government and said it was not consulted by Fatah,
Abbas’ party, before the resignation were submitted.

The announcement of the resignation comes amid reports of indirect
talks between Hamas and Israel in order to reach a long-term truce in the
wake of last summer’s Gaza conflict. Arab and European countries
reportedly have mediated the talks.



JCFS holds very interesting AGM - with a dash of solid entertainment
By BERNIE BELLAN

As Annual General Meetings go, the one held
by the Jewish Child and Family Service on June
8 in the Berney Theatre of the Asper Campus
was an extremely well-run one. 

JCFS President Jeffrey Gilbert delivered his
report in a succinct and often humourous style,
pointing out the continued importance of the
agency in delivering a wide range of programs.

Gilbert was followed to the podium by JCFS
Executive Director Albert Benarroch, who paid
tribute to two long-time employees of the
agency who had departed within the past year:
Emily Shane, Benarroch’s predecessor at the
JCFS who retired after 30 years with the agency;
and Merrill Shwaid, the agency’s communica-
tions director, who also retired this past year
after 30 years of service.

Benarroch also noted the departure of social
worker Jeff Kryger, after 14 years of service; and
the arrival of two new staff members: David
Azuelos and Wade Bilodeau (who will be occu-
pying a new position specializing in child wel-
fare). As well, Benarroch said there will soon be
someone occupying the newly created position
of Director of Communications and Outreach.
(Since then we have learned that the person to be
occupying the position is Rena Elbaze, who is currently the Engagement
Specialist with the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg.)

Continuing in his remarks, Benarroch referred to the JCFS’s ongoing
efforts to improve its operations, both in terms of the services provided to
the “community and staff engagement.”

He noted that the JCFS “reached over 2,000 families last year” and
“impacted over 5,000 individuals.” As well, the offices of the JCFS are
about to be renovated and expanded.  Also, the JCFS has plans to open a
second location somewhere else in the city that will service clients there, as
well as having centres for addiction, recovery, and wellness.

The JCFS’s financial statement showed that, while there had been a
decrease in the amount of revenue available to the agency this past fiscal
year, there was a similar decrease in expenses, so that the agency was able
to remain in the black.

Revenues were down from $3,099,268 in 2014 to $2,903,990 - a decrease
of $195,278. A major reason for the decreased revenue was the decrease in

funding from the
Province of
Manitoba - some
$109,410.

Insofar as expenses
were concerned, one
item that stood out
was the decrease in
funding for child
maintenance - from
$752,588 to
$603,752 (a decrease
of $148,836). In an
e-mail response from
Al Benarroch, he
explained both the
drop in funding from
the province and the
reduced expense for
child maintenance:
“The reduction in
revenues of
$149,000 for Child
Maintenance ties
directly to lower
numbers of children
in foster care from
the previous year.
This information is
all publicly available
in the MB Family

Services and housing Annual Report available
online.  We had a reduction of children in foster
care from 25 in 2012/2013 to 15 in 2013/2014.

This is a huge success in that children were either returned home, success-
fully transitioned to adulthood or were adopted.  A reduction of 10 children
in care accounts for the reduction in revenues which is then balanced by the
same amount of reduction in expenditures.  As such, while it shows as a
reduction in revenue, there were also no expenditures in this amount so it
balances dollar for dollar.”

In the same e-mail Benarroch expanded upon something else he touched
upon during his report at the AGM: Plans by the JCFS to concentrate upon
improving services to treat addictions of all sorts within the Jewish com-
munity. In a conversation that I had with him following the formal part of
the evening Benarroch mentioned that there is a significant problem of
addictions to all sorts of things in our community, including: “heroin,
methamphetamine, crack cocaine, alcohol, gambling, and pornography”. 

In the same e-mail in which he responded to my question about child
maintenance Benarroch offered this comment about addiction services pro-
vided by JCFS: “At present, we hoped to grow some of our addiction ser-
vices this year, but with the reduction in allocations from Federation, we
will defer this planning.  Our current costs going into addiction services are
the salaries attached to our Addictions Services Coordinator’s salary (com-
pletely funded by the Federation), some costs for building internal capaci-
ty by training all JCFS staff to be better equipped to assess and address
addiction related issues in their clients (funded by grants from the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba and some private donors that have specified a
desire to support addiction recovery services.  We continue to plan strate-
gically in order to grow this area of service so as to best meet the needs
within the community.”

Following Benarroch’s report and some other official business, attendees
heard a very interesting talk by Dr. Harvey Chochinov, a full report of
which can be read on page 6 of this issue.

The final part of the
evening was given over
to an enthusiastic perfor-
mance by the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue’s
“Dor Chadash Youth
Choir”, under the direc-
tion of Cantor Anibal
Mass. (You can watch
an excerpt from that per-
formance on our website
www.jewishpostand-
news.ca, under the video
link category or by
scrolling to the lower
part of the home page.)
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JCFS Executive Director Albert Benarroch
He noted that the JCFS “reached over 2,000

families last year” and “impacted over 5,000
individuals...the offices of the JCFS are about
to be renovated and expanded.  Also, the JCFS
has plans to open a second location some-
where else in the city that will service clients
there, as well as having centres for addiction,
recovery, and wellness.”

JCFS President Jeffrey Gilbert
(Sorry, Jeffrey, for this picture - I took at least
three shots of you, but it wasn’t until I looked at
them all that I realized you turned away from
the camera in two of them.This was the only one
where you looked at the camera. Oh well, at
least you seemed amused about something.)

Dor Chadash Youth Choir from the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue. 
(If you’re wondering about the quality of this
photo as well, it’s actually a screenshot of the
video I took of the choir performing. The video
is loads of fun. Watch it at www.jewishpostand-
news.ca.)
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Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
Benjamin Harshav (1928-2015) was one of the

most famous Yiddish scholars, translators, and
poets. Born in Vilna, he immigrated to Israel in
1948. After studying literature at the Hebrew
University, he became a professor at Tel-Aviv and
later at Yale. Harshav translated the best Yiddish
modern poets into Hebrew in English. In 1987 he
moved to Yale University and was denied the
Israel Prize. Harshav and his Yiddish scholarship
will always be cherished as citizens of the world. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

A very special program
for the July 14

Shaftesbury Park
Yiddish Reading Circle

We are pleased to announce that at this meeting
we will be screening one of the most successful
musicals in the history of Yiddish cinema, The
Komediant showcasing the lives and careers of the
Burstein family of Yiddish theatre (in Yiddish with
English subtitles). 

When: Tuesday, July 14, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Where: Shaftesbury Park Theatre

The Komediant is an Israeli documentary film
produced in 2000 and directed by Armon
Goldfinger, which recalls the lives, and careers of
the Burstein Family of Yiddish theatre: Pesach
Burstein, his wife Lillian Lux, his son Mike
Burstyn and daughter Susan Burstein-Roth. 

It received the prestigious Israel Academy’s Best
Documentary Award, and chronicles one of the
most visible families of the Yiddish theatre in
America. 

The film was made in honour of the 100th birth
anniversary of Pesach Burstein in 1996. It contains
rare footage of Yiddish theatre from the 1930s
onward (especially of the production of Megilla of
Itzik Manger, and A Khasene in Shtetl) and has
several guest narrators, including Lillian Lux,
Mike Burstyn, and Fyvush Finkel. 

Kevin Thomas, Los Angeles Times
“Astonishing in humour and wisdom.”
Mel Brooks
“Absolutely wonderful.”
Carl Reiner
“Film chronicles a time that was a part of our

lives.”
Robert Brustin, Forward
“A joyous even ecstatic experience. An exuber-

ant tribute to the earthy, boisterous phenomenon of
Yiddish theatre.”

The last time we screeened a film, the theatre
was completely full, so that we had to add extra
chairs. Because we expect more residents to attend
this film screening, we recommend that you sign
the registration book at the front desk as soon as
possible. 

We expect our residents will personally invite
many of their friends and relatives to attend and
once this showing becomes public, more members
of the Jewish community will want to attend. All
are welcome. 

Shaftesbury residents: For priority seating,
please sign the register with the names of your
guests by Tuesday, July 7. After that date, we
will make seats available to the general public.

-Laurie Mainster (There, I mentioned your
name in the paper, as per our agreement.)



There was quite a bit happening in our com-
munity these past two weeks.

In addition to the bloodletting at the top of the
Jewish Federation there were honours bestowed
upon two long-serving heads of Jewish organi-
zation - Gayle Waxman, Executive Director of
the Rady JCC, and Bob Freedman, former CEO
of the Jewish Federation.

On Monday, June 15, Waxman was honoured
for ten years of service as Rady JCC executive
director. In citing Gayle’s years of service, a
series of speakers, including Elliot Garfinkel,
Phyllis Laveman, Eric Sawyer, and Murray
Gilfix, made note of the greatly enhanced pro-
gramming overseen by Gayle Waxman. 

Elliot Garfinkel specifically referred to
Gayle’s mastery of detail, saying that whenever
he’s attended a meeting at which a particular
item has been discussed, be it new equipment
for the fitness centre or a new cultural program,
Gayle has always been able to speak with great
authority about even the most minute aspect of
whatever is being discussed.

Phyllis Laveman paid tribute to Gayle’s com-
passion, as did others, who referred to the
warmth with which she treats everyone.

Monday evening the Gray Academy intro-
duced its new leadership team to the public in
the Multi-Purpose room of the Asper Campus.
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Rady JCC Executive Director Gayle
Waxman with Rady JCC President Elliot
Garfinkel. (It wasn’t a Jeannie’s cake in the box
- it was a salad bowl!)

Shirley and Bob Freedman at the JNF Negev
Gala honouring Bob Wednesday, June 17.
When I asked Bob whether he was going to
come out of retirement to serve as interim
CEO of the Jewish Federation, he emphati-
cally said: “NO!”

Monday, June 15, the
Multi-Purpose Room
of the Asper Campus
was packed with par-
ents of Gray Academy
students and prospec-
tive students to hear
from the incoming
team that will be run-
ning the school next
year.
Too bad we didn’t stay
for the food following
the presentation. (We
had just come from the
Fairmont, which put
on a kosher food event.
Hey, I thought the
Fairmont was out of
the kosher catering
business. Apparently
not. More about this
to come in a future
issue.) 

What would a Jewish event be without great food? The Gray
Academy event Monday, June 15, introducing its incoming admin-
istration was catered by Gray Academy grad Sergei Didenko, who
is studying culinary arts at Red River College. Sergei is a former
ambassador for Shalom Square. We’ll have a longer story about
him in a future issue.

Ex-employee sues Al
Jazeera for pro-Arab, 

anti-Israel agenda

NEW YORK (JTA) – A for-
mer Al Jazeera executive is suing
the company for advancing a
“pro-Arabic/Middle Eastern
agenda, often at the expense of
Jewish people.” 

The suit, one of the latest in a
string of recent high-profile alle-
gations against the company, was
filed June 11 by Shannon High-
Bassalik, the channel’s senior
vice president of programming
and documentaries from July
2013 until this February. 

High-Bassalik asserted that the
news network “favored its Arabic
and male employees, treating its
non-Arabic female employees as
second class citizens” and that
one employee said, “Anyone who
supports Israel should die a fiery
death.” She also claimed that the
network, which purports to be
objective, sets aside truth for its
“pro-Arabic prejudices.”
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(l-r): Ruth Carol Feldman (who introduced the Book of Life signers), Richard Yaffe
(who also provided singing entertainment as well as being one of the Book of Life sign-
ers; Jason Wortzman and Theresa Rogers; Susan Wortzman; Arthur & Adele
Wortzman

(l-r): Esther Katz; Barbara Goszer; Janis Goodman; Richard & Diane
Boroditsky; Ian Barnes

Jewish Foundation holds 2015 Book of Life Signing event Sunday, June 14

By BERNIE BELLAN
Departing from its past custom of holding “Book of

Life” signing events in the fall, the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba held this year’s event Sunday evening, June 14.
Readers may recall that 2014 marked the 50th anniver-
sary of the Jewish Foundation’s founding. There had been
a major gala event to mark that occasion in the spring of
2014 and, as a result, the decision was taken not to hold
another event that same year. Thus there was no Book of
Life ceremony in 2014.

Further, instead of holding the event in one of
Winnipeg’s two main synagogues - which had also been
the custom, this year’s event was held in the Rady JCC
gymnasium, with the reception following in the courtyard
of the Asper Campus. (The courtyard was covered with
canopies, which proved to be quite useful as it did rain at
times during the event.) The food was catered by
Shmoozer’s Restaurant.

Prior to the actual Book of Life signing ceremony,
Jewish Foundation President Joe Wilder gave a reflective
speech in which he looked back on the tremendous
growth that the Foundation has enjoyed the past few
years. Wilder noted that “When I joined the Board in
2001 the Foundation’s asset totalled $44,000 and it was
paying out approximately $2,000,000 per year to its ben-
eficiaries.

“We now have a Foundation, as a result of the efforts of
so many dedicated volunteers, staff and donors, worth
$100,000,000, and it is about to pay out some $4 million
per year.”

Wilder went on to discuss what he said were the three
primary functions of the Foundation:

1. To raise funds
2. To husband the capital zealously
3. To distribute the resulting income wisely

Continuing in his tone of self assessment, Wilder said:
“We have reason to be proud of the uses to which we
have put our funds. Examine the grants the Board of
Directors is called upon to approve each year. One can’t
help but be struck by the breadth and diversity of our
efforts - from individual scholarships to camps to schools
to those who are disadvantaged - there is hardly an area
of Jewish life in Winnipeg in which we do not play a vital
part.”

While Wilder also noted the many contributions that
the Foundation has made to the larger community of
Winnipeg - not just the Jewish community, he did admit
that “I have a sense from time to time that we need to
remind ourselves that this is the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba.”

In closing, Wilder cited  the contributions of two indi-
viduals in particular: Foundation Executive Director
Marsha Cowan, for “her leadership and support - she has
put together an organization that is second to none”; and
Ian Barnes, Director of Finance of the Foundation who,
Wilder said “is the financial backbone of the organization
and without whose leadership we could not have arrived
at the place we are today.” (Ian Barnes was also one of
the signers of the Book of Life later in the evening.)

(l-r): Anita Wortzman; Carol Woodward, David Pollock; Bert Minuk: David & Ellen
Kroft; Cara & Matthew Katz

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Former envoy Michael Oren’s accusation that
President Barack Obama abandoned Israel is “an imaginary account” of
Israel-U.S. relations, the U.S. ambassador to Israel said.

Dan Shapiro was responding to an Op-Ed written by Oren, the former
Israeli ambassador to the United States, that appeared Tuesday in The Wall
Street Journal. Oren wrote that Obama abandoned the principle of keeping
disagreements between the two countries private and of “no surprises”
between them, which Oren called the “two core principles of Israel’s
alliance with America.”

“I disagree with what [Oren] wrote,” Shapiro said in an interview in
Hebrew with Army Radio on Wednesday morning. “He was an ambassador
in the past, but he is now a politician and an author who wants to sell books.
Sometimes an ambassador has a limited point of view into ongoing efforts.
What he wrote does not reflect the truth.”

Oren, now an Israeli lawmaker with the center-right Kulanu party, has
just released a book about his time in Washington, D.C., as an envoy from
2009 to 2013.

In the interview, Shapiro described the relationship between Netanyahu
and Obama as “effective, and serving the interests of both countries, and
even more than that – close.”

Shapiro said a meeting between Netanyahu and Obama at the White
House is “is not so far away,” responding to a report the previous day in the
Hebrew media, denied by both the Obama administration and the Prime
Minister’s Office, that Obama had already extended an invitation to
Netanyahu.

U.S. envoy bucks Oren’s take on U.S.-Israel ties



Truth and Consequences 
Last week I engaged in a

Twitter debate about the Truth
and Reconciliation
Commission Report with a
member of the Winnipeg Jets,
without realizing it. I posted a
tweet that was inspired by the
late Johnny Yesno, former CBC
token Indian: ‘“The only fully-

employed aboriginals are the chiefs, who are busy flying
to conferences” and received an email informing me my
recycled joke had been retweeted by someone called
Michael Hutchinson. His “profile picture” revealed a
clean-cut young man, wearing a suit, tie, and pony tail,
who described himself as a “Swampy Cree from Treaty
5.” 

His profile also said “retweets don’t = agreement.” 
The exchange of tweets that followed did, in fact, indi-

cate that we didn’t exactly see eye-to-eye. 
When I belatedly discovered my

sparring partner was the Winnipeg
Jets’s back-up goalie I was both sur-
prised and impressed. It’s embarrassing
to admit that a 25-year-old jock, who
stops pucks for a living, knows more
about the legal status of the aboriginal
people than a former (part-time)
provincial court judge. Mike
Hutchinson is not only sharp as a hunt-
ing knife, he sounds like he’s actually
read The Indian Act.

Unfortunately, Mike just wants to
amend it, not scrap it. Like the authors
of the TRC report, he thinks you can
cure cancer with band-aids, provided
you use enough of them. It took six
years to come up with those 94 recom-
mendations and it will take at least 60
more to implement them... by which
time we will be living on Mars and the
authors of the “Half Truth and
Recrimination Report” will be riding
that great gravy train to glory. 

The so-called leaders of the aborigi-
nal community are too busy feathering
their own headdresses to worry about
trivialities like chronic unemployment,
poverty, illness, alcoholism and crime.
While the suicide rate on the reserves,
both rural and urban, rises in direct
proportion to the number of confer-
ences they attend, the medicine men
continue to prescribe slogans. Well, at
least “cultural genocide” is semi-origi-
nal - not a direct steal from the slogan-
writing team of Tutu and Mandela. 

The name hasn’t changed but it ain’t
the same tune. To Nelson Mandela
“reconciliation” meant forgiveness, not
recrimination. After spending virtually
his entire adult life in a white man’s
prison for the crime of demanding
equality, Mandela not only forgave his
oppressors, but embraced them. And
black South Africa followed his lead.
When the all-white South African
rugby team, the Springboks, won the
1995 World Championship, the country
went wild. Real leaders lead by exam-
ple; they don’t engage in endless hand-
wringing, chest-thumping and name
calling. 

Commission chairman Sinclair
claims he’s exhausted. Small wonder -
six years is a long time to be herding
fat cats. Unlike some of the freeloaders
around the conference table, Murray
Sinclair seems to be a sincere man. His
last gig, the Manitoba Aboriginal
Justice Enquiry, which was broadcast
live on local television, didn’t lead to
many meaningful reforms but it

opened a lot of eyes - and changed some attitudes. It
trained a spotlight on an ongoing situation, not a page in
history. 

Any “Canadian” (Indian code for “paleface”) who is
unaware of the abuses of the Residential School System,
at this stage of the game, just hasn’t been paying attention
for the past 50 years. I thought the problem was solved in
2008 when Stephen Harper offered the humble mea culpa
the chiefs had been demanding for years. Yet, absolutely
nothing has changed. You still can’t turn on the radio with-
out hearing about some child or grandchild of a residential
school survivor who’s been stabbed to death, fished from
the river, or gone missing. 

So the chiefs want Harper to apologize again - only
louder this time – like he really means it.

I hate to throw cold water on this suggestion, but isn’t it
possible that the lack of police diligence in apprehending
the sick individuals who are murdering these vulnerable
young girls might not be the problem. The problem might
have something to do with the fact that they are selling
their bodies on the street... for pocket change... because
they think that’s the best life has to offer.

You can’t improve the life of a victim by encouraging
him or her to wallow in victimhood. The six years Murray
Sinclair frittered away, splitting hairs and parsing words
with his middle-aged peers, could have been spent travel-
ling around the country inspiring the young and hopeless.
“My name is Murray Sinclair and I’m an Ojibway. I’m
also Chief Provincial Judge of Manitoba. If I can do it, so
can you! You’ve been born with two strikes against you
but ‘the game isn’t over until it’s over.’ Kitchi Manitou
helps those who help themselves. So do you want to stand
there, with the bat on your shoulder, praying for a walk?
Or take a swing at the next pitch. You don’t have to hit a
home run, a single is enough to get you to first base.
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• HOMES     • COTTAGES     • ADDITIONS
• RENOVATIONS   • WINDOWS + DOORS 

• ROOFING   • SIDING   • DECKS   • FOUNDATIONS 

Gimli (204) 642-8488 or Wpg. Direct: 757-2242

DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE
Dave LaRocque or Cliff SveinsonCall:

By

BILL MARANTZ

Michael Hutchinson
Winnipeg Jets goalie and a “Swampy Cree

from Treaty 5” who engaged in an exchange of
tweets with Bill Marantz

Justice Murray Sinclair

Continued on next page.



TORONTO (JTA) – Recorded anti-Semitic
incidents reached an all-time high in Canada
last year, indicates B’nai Brith’s annual audit. 

The yearly tally, released June 11, shows
there were 1,627 reported anti-Semitic inci-
dents in 2014, a 28 percent increase over the
year before. 

The previous record was 1,345 incidents in
2012. 

Most cases last year – 84 percent, or 1,370
incidents – involved harassment; there were
238 reported incidents of vandalism, or 15 per-
cent of all cases; and 1 percent of recorded inci-
dents, or 19 cases, involved violence. 

Reported incidents of vandalism in 2014
declined over the year before by nearly 40 per-
cent. But cases of harassment increased by
nearly 30 percent. 

Overall, most incidents – 961 – were in
Ontario, followed by Quebec and Atlantic
Canada at 259. That is “consistent with years
past,” BBC stated. 

Canada saw “dramatic spikes” in anti-Semitic
activity in July and December, coinciding with
the kidnapping of three Israeli teenagers and
July’s Israeli ground offensive against
Palestinian militants in Gaza. 

The summer incidents “mirror what has
occurred in previous years when Israel is in a
state of conflict,” the audit stated. 

The spike in December was expected, said the
audit, as white supremacist groups began their
annual campaign accusing Jews of mounting an
attack on Christmas. Much of the December
activity was online. 

Canada’s overall increase in anti-Semitic inci-
dents is consistent with data gathered by other
human rights organizations around the world,
including the U.S.-based Anti-Defamation
League, which reported a 21 percent rise over
the previous year, BBC noted. 

In 2014, “a clear pattern emerged. It has
become too easy to deny anti-Semitism, as long
as it is reframed under the legitimizing veil of
anti-Zionism,” said Michael Mostyn, CEO of
B’nai Brith Canada. 

It’s also important to consider technology, the
group added. 

“The landscape for spreading anti-Semitic
messages has grown exponentially, so it is only
reasonable to expect the actual number of inci-
dents to have increased along with it.” 

Where you go from there is up to you and your team-
mates.” 

The real thing holding the aboriginal people back is
so-called leaders who devote all their energy to play-
ing the blame game... so no one will notice they’ve
done absolutely nothing to improve the lives of their
followers. They’re the Canadian counterpart of the
“race hustlers” south of the border - with one essential
difference: The Emancipation Proclamation isn’t a
treaty that keeps African Americans in a perpetual
state of benevolent apartheid. That is the elephant in
the teepee. As long as we maintain the legal fiction
that the aboriginal peo-
ple are an independent
nation (or, rather,
group of “First
Nations”) within North
America there’s a limit
to how much they can
achieve. Their “special
status” is, in fact, sec-
ond-class citizenship. 

And complaining
about won’t change it.
My oldest son, Josh,
claims the aboriginal
obsession with the residential school system is no dif-
ferent than the Jewish obsession with the Holocaust.
But Auschwitz was not a re-training camp. “Cultural
genocide” has a catchy ring but it’s not the genuine
article. Adolph Hitler didn’t want to wipe out Judaism,
he wanted  to wipe out the Jewish people. 

Besides, Jews aren’t obsessed with the Holocaust;
we just don’t want the world to pretend it didn’t hap-
pen - and go down that road again. The Holocaust sur-
vivors who didn’t commit suicide, like the brilliant
scientist, Primo Levi, went on to live productive lives.
Their grandchildren are doctors, lawyers, movie
actors, deli owners; not street walkers and sign carri-
ers. At one time protest marches were to achieve a spe-

cific goal (the end of Viet Nam War, the de-segrega-
tion of the south); now protesting is an end in itself - a
full-time occupation for the perpetually pissed off. 

“We’re going to occupy Wall Street until, until...we
can keep up with the Kardashians!” 

The “starving Armenians” also suffered a genocide
(a real one) but that didn’t stop the Kardashian clan
from achieving the American Dream. Becoming a
“Canadian” doesn’t mean abandoning your heritage
and traditions. Jews are still worshipping a dead lan-
guage inscribed on a sheepskin scroll, but we’re not
herding sheep with a crooked staff, wearing sandals.
The blocking of an oil pipeline in the northern bush
country will help the aboriginal people like “a toiten

bankess.” Pretending the First
Nations are still “living off the land”
is delusional. Hunting and gathering
went out with the bow and arrow.
The only hunting most aboriginals do
today is in the local supermarket, in
search of a pre-packaged “meat prod-
uct” they won’t have to cook, let
alone kill. (And which will eventual-
ly kill them.) 

Why would you want to encourage
a young man with his
whole life ahead of him to

spend it twiddling his thumbs, in a house
he’ll never own, in some remote wilder-
ness when he can move to Winnipeg and
make millions playing hockey? Why
should you restrict your horizons to
becoming chief of a handful of Indians
when you could become the first aborigi-
nal Chief Justice of the Supreme Court? 

Wait a minute: Are members of First
Nations eligible to sit on the Supreme
Court? 

I’ll have to check with Mike Hutchinson. 

Bill Marantz
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Continued from previous page.

The real thing holding the
aboriginal people back are so-
called leaders who devote all
their energy to playing the

blame game. So no one will
notice they’ve done absolutely
nothing to improve the lives

of their followers.

Anti-Semitic incidents reach all-time high in Canada,
(according to B’nai Brith)



Getting caught in a draft can be a really cool thing
The 2015 National Hockey League Entry Draft,

which takes place this Friday and Saturday (June
26-27) in Sunrise, Florida, is for many hockey afi-
cionados one of the highlights of the entire year.
As Andy Warhol was wont to say: “The idea of
waiting for something makes it even more excit-
ing.” 

The aforementioned lottery, which consists of
seven rounds, becomes even more orgasmic when
fans, for a fee, meet in hockey arenas throughout

the league in even more anticipation knowing that during the selection
process there will be player swaps and draft pick exchanges that will sure-
ly catapult their teams into playoff contention in the upcoming season.

Participants peruse prospect profiles diligently. They get together and
hold their own mock drafts while discussing the best and worst scenarios.
If the zealots had been as studious in public school, they all might have
gone on to advanced education at an Ivy League college.

For the record, the National Basketball Association will also hold its draft
on June 25th, just the day prior to the NHL’s and it will consist of only two
rounds.

This past April the National Football League held a seven-round draft to
stock its franchises and 256 players were taken. 

Getting caught up in a yearly sports draft can be a really cool exercise.
For the majority, hope itself will surely spring eternal and time spent will
have been a worthwhile activity.

Notice, dear reader, that thus far I have failed to mention the major
leagues of baseball’s annual stockpiling of high school and college talent in
early May. I reckon that following the discussion of the modus operandi of
the aforementioned sports, their systems will seem like  kids’ play when
compared with the drafting of future players who may eventually enrich the
parent teams that play “The Great American Pastime.”

Did you know that the baseball draft consists of 50 rounds and that in
2015, approximately 1500 players were selected? And that it’s not uncom-
mon for first-round selections never to make it to the majors for even a sin-
gle game? On the other hand more than a few players snapped up in the
very late rounds manage to fulfill their lifelong dreams.

For example, two Jewish Blue Jays appear to have done well even though
they were plucked in the late rounds. Their 32nd round pick, (# 979) was

speedy starting centre
fielder, Kevin Pillar
who can track and
shag a ball with the
very best of them.

His teammate, ver-
satile infielder-out-
fielder Danny
Valencia, 30, is a 19th
round pick (576th
overall) who is also of
the Jewish persuasion.
I have often noticed
on the team’s telecasts
- of which I miss very
few - that the two
landsleit interact quite
often with each other
on the field and in the
dugout. 

Thus far in the
recent spring draft, 15
Jewish players have
been taken by major
league teams. More
will no doubt follow
as they are gradually
identified by those of
the faith who take
great pride in their
celebrity.

To mention only a
few, the White Sox in
the 40th and 27th
rounds chose Joseph
Reinsdorf (#1192)
and Alex Katz (#802).

The San Diego
Padres in the 38th
round (#1137)
plucked pitcher Dean
Kremer, 18, an Israeli,
both of  whose  par-
ents Adi and Sigal are

Israeli. The kid, raised
in Stockton,
California completed his army service in Israel and he speaks fluent
Hebrew, according to Jewish sports writer and maven deluxe Scott
Barancik.

The top Jewish player in this year’s draft is ALEX BREGMAN (not to be
confused with Bergman) who is rated as a can’t-miss shortstop. He was
taken in the first round (second overall) out of Louisiana State University
by the Houston Astros. The 21-year-old is from Albuquerque.

The multi-award winner over the years has, at just age-16, been named
the USA Baseball Player of the Year, Baseball America’s National
Freshman of the Year in 2013 as well as the Brooks Wallace Award for
National Shortstop of the Year. As a high-school junior, he set New
Mexico’s single-season home run record.

The only Jewish player chosen higher since the MLB amateur draft
debuted in 1965 was RON BLOMBERG, who was selected number one
overall by the Yankees. The now 66 year-old was a first baseman and out-
fielder who holds the distinction of being the first DH (designated hitter) to
go to the plate in a game.

Other first-round picks in recent years included the Padres’ Max Fried
(7th overall in 2012), the Brewers’ Ryan Braun (5th overall in 2005), and
the Cardinals’ pitching prospect Rob Kaminsky (28th overall in 2013).

The second and third highest Jewish selections in the May amateur draft
were Rhett Wiseman, by the Washington Nationals in round three (# 103)
and Justin Cohen in the sixth round by the Florida Marlins (# 176).

Other hopefuls whose names down the road may become recognizable
are: Jake Drossner (Brewers), Dalton Blumenfeld (Angels), Scott Effross
(Cubs), Kenny Koplove (Phils), Jason Goldstein (Dodgers), Jason
Richman (Rangers), Kyle Molnar (Cardinals), and Garrett Stubbs (Astros).

And should any of the fortunate few never attain their ultimate goals,
they will at least be able to regale their grandchildren with: “Zaida was
once drafted by (insert team) in 2015. And you can look it up as Casey
Stengel legendary baseball manager used to say.”

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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Dean Kremer. Israeli player drafted by the
San Diego Padres 

Top Jewish draft
choice Alex
Bregman taken by
the Houston Astros. 

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Anti-Israel Al-Quds Day rally in Toronto
not allowed on state land

TORONTO (JTA) – Ontario’s government has denied permission to
hold a pro-Palestinian, anti-Israel rally on the grounds of the provincial
legislature in Toronto. 

The legislature’s sergeant-at-arms denied the permit request for the July
17 or July 18 rally on the grounds of the legislative buildings, known as
Queen’s Park, the Canadian Jewish News reported, citing a statement
issued on June 10 by B’nai Brith Canada. 

A B’nai Brith Canada petition calling on the legislature to deny the
request garnered 3,000 signatures. 

In a letter to a Toronto legislator saying no permit would be issued, the
sergeant-at-arms cited the city’s impending Pan Am Games and Parapan
Games as the reasons, according to the Canadian Jewish News. 

“Although the Sergeant-at-Arms’ decision this year is tied to consider-
ations regarding the Pan Am and Parapan American Games in Toronto,
he must go further and take this opportunity to declare that permits for
divisive hate-rallies will no longer be issued in the future,” B’nai Brith
Canada said in a statement. 

Global Al-Quds Day rallies were established in 1979 by the govern-
ment of Iran to express solidarity with the Palestinian people and
denounce Israel’s existence. 

Past Al-Quds Day rallies at Queen’s Park featured speakers and pro-
testers labeling Jews and Israelis as “inhuman” and “sadistic,” and call-
ing for a two-minute warning before Israelis should be shot. The latter
remark prompted a police investigation. 

Protesters also have waved flags and symbols of Hezbollah, which is
banned in Canada as a terrorist organization. 



Manitoba students learn about Israeli legal system
By MYRON LOVE

It was three weeks of non-stop highlights for the
40 mostly University of Manitoba law students
who took part this spring in the fifth annual
Mishpatim program, an academic partnership
between U of M’s law school and the  Hebrew
University of Jerusalem.

“I found myself on the edge of my seat through-
out our lectures,” said law student Alex
Robertson. “Prior to attending this trip, I had
never been to Israel, and I had a very cursory
knowledge of the history and issues Israelis face.
I have come away with a far greater understand-
ing and appreciation for the history, along with the
challenges and amazing accomplishments, of the
Israeli people and the State of Israel.”

The Mishpatim program focuses on the nature
of the Israeli legal system and how Israel applies
its constitutional and regulatory framework to its
social and economic challenges, then compares
them with the Canadian experience. 

Areas of study include Israel as a “start-up
nation” and its rise as a world leader in high-tech
innovation, as well as its challenges integrating
into the mainstream economy groups such as
ultra-Orthodox Jews and various Arab minorities,
in addition to newcomers from Ethiopia, refugees
from Darfur and guest workers. 

Robertson’s fellow law student Sara McGregor
said she was “truly impressed with the quality of
instruction that my fellow participants and I
received during our time at Hebrew University. In
addition to our daily lectures, the guest speakers
and field trips that were arranged for our benefit were truly eye-opening.” 

She said she particularly enjoyed the visits to the Knesset and Israel’s
Supreme Court, as well as a stop at Yad Vashem near the end of their time
in Israel. 

“I learned so much about Israel, its history and people, as well as the
country’s hopes for the future in a way that I never could have from here in
Canada,” she said. 

U of M law student Sherry Brown said the program far exceeded her
expectations. “Seeing the country of Israel was simply breathtaking,” she
said. “The course was interesting and thought-provoking. The topics that
were covered helped to provide context to the whole experience.”

She particularly enjoyed learning about start-
up businesses. “Concepts like business incuba-
tors were new to me and exciting,” Brown said.
“The information we received in class and then
having the opportunity to meet with start-up
companies in Tel Aviv sparked a new area of
interest for me. Since coming back to Canada,
I have been taking note which law firms work
with start-up companies and what that might
entail.”

Mishpatim was conceived by U of M law
professor Bryan Schwartz, in conjunction with
the Winnipeg chapter of the Canadian Friends
of Hebrew University (CFHU). Schwartz has
been with U of M’s law faculty since 1981. In
1999, he became the inaugural Asper Professor
of International Business and Trade Law. He’s
also the founding and general editor of the
Asper Review of International Business and
Trade Law and has been a board member of the
Winnipeg chapter of the CFHU for many years.

“Israel has had to face many of the challenges
– often at an especially intensive and compli-
cated level – that Canada has had in respecting
individual and minority rights in general, and
in the particular context of addressing security
threats, including terrorism,” Schwartz said.

“We are hoping that the lessons learned will
give Canadian students much to think about in
terms of lessons to be emulated or avoided in
addressing some of the comparable problems
in Canada - itself a society with traditional peo-
ples, such as First Nations citizens, many new-
comers from all over the world, and interested

in developing a culture of risk taking and innovation.” 
The program’s inaugural year consisted of about 20 U of M law students.

This year, the 40-person group, which left for Israel May 3, also included
two U of M business students and three law students from the University
of Saskatchewan.

Schwartz’s goal is for Mishpatim to become a national program for both
law and business students from across Canada. “We are also hoping to open
the program up to practising lawyers and business people,” he added. 

This story first appeared in the Canadian Jewish News. 
Reprinted with permission
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Bryan Schwartz: “Israel has had to face many
of the challenges – often at an especially inten-
sive and complicated level – that Canada has
had in respecting individual and minority
rights in general, and in the particular context
of addressing security threats, including terror-
ism.”

“I learned so much about Israel,
its history and people, as well as

the country’s hopes for the future
in a way that I never could have

from here in Canada.”



Who says history can’t repeat itself?
Whoever said history

cannot repeat itself ought
to have a conversation
with Drs. Marty Koyle
and Ken Wolch, former
Winnipeggers living in
Toronto. They have
proven the very opposite
and from all reports, the

second time around was better than the first, a mere
50 years ago. Marty & Ken re-enacted their bar
mitzvah from the spring of 1965. The names were
the same, the Haftorah portion for Shabbat
(Hagadol) was the same, only the location and cler-
gy were different. Why, even some of the guests
could say that they saw the boys (now men) back in
the old days.

How did this come about? For sure, it was not a
long time in the making, as up until 2011, Koyle
was not a resident of Toronto or Canada for that
matter, having only moved to Toronto from the
USA at that time. But, he and Wolch were long time
friends, part of the original graduating class of
Ramah Hebrew School in Winnipeg in 1964. The
two kept in close contact over the years and have

met on various occasions when the various classmates reunited. So close
was that group that Koyle and Wolch had no problem reciting the names of
their Shaarey Zedek Synagogue class list for bar & bat mitzvahs. In those
days there were so many bar and bat mitzvahs that it was not uncommon to
have double events, just as Marty & Ken had in 1965.

Back on  April 10, 1965, Rabbi Milton Aron officiated
with Rabbi/Cantor Louis Berkal and Torah Reader Chaim
Shielkowsky alongside, with the synagogue choir
perched in a loft behind a curtain. The guests, who were
invited by way of an announcement in the Jewish news-
paper and some mailed invitations were in the many hun-
dreds. The two boys did well, although they were ner-
vous. Fountain pens and cufflinks were the order of the
day for presents. It did not occur to Koyle or Wolch or
anyone else then to donate a portion of the funds to char-
ity. Fast forward 50 years and the presents were fewer, the
choir absent, and the locale considerably removed from
Shaarey Zedek, as in the First Narayver Synagogue,
which would fit into the reception hall at Shaarey Zedek
nicely. But, this time, the moment meant a great deal
more to the now sexagenarians. Their hearts and minds
were into it far more deeply; in 1965, it was a matter of
rote.

Wolch is a dentist and Koyle a urologist, and they have
a lot of titles to their names and years of activity in vari-
ous organizations. Still, this return to their past was an
unpredictable moment.

The men conceived the idea for this repeat experience
not that long ago and a connection was made to Rabbi Ed
Elkin of the Narayver Synagogue, which synagogue coin-
cidentally enough has a significant Winnipeg member-
ship. That a former Winnipegger, Harry Schacter, is the
president made things move even more smoothly. And so,
on Shabbat Hagadol, the two men took centre stage and
each performed half of the Haftorah reading. They did
have to relearn the trop, but they soon recalled the old
Jack Garland (the former choir director at Shaarey Zedek)
trops from their joint bar mitzvah some 50 years ago. 

People came from all over to witness this reliving of
history. Some of those in attendance of Winnipeg origins
were: Eric Winograd, Marcia Knight Udow, Judy
Nisenholt, Stephen Plotkin, Ted Rosenstock, Cheryl
Schwartz, Harry Schacter, Nathan Isaacs (an uncle to Ken
and now 92 and a long time Toronto resident now), Rob
Rosenblat, Mory Hirt, Michael Minuk, Robyn Stein,
Leslie Mitchell Gottlieb, Sara Wolch, Eitan Poskanzer
and Sheila Gold Mitchell. 

The moment was a big one, but the bar mitzvah bochers
were not through yet. Six weeks after this joyous occa-
sion, Ken’s daughter, Jordana, became a mother for the
first time as she and her husband, Sean Weinberg, became
parents of Emmett Carter Weinberg. The mitzvah contin-
ued for Drs. Wolch and Koyle, as Marty Koyle was hon-
oured to perform the bris milah. 

And now, they are planning another bar mitzvah at age
83, the traditional time for a second bar mitzvah (in their
case, a third). Who would bet against them? 
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Gerry Posner

By

GERRY POSNER

HEBREW CONGREGATION OF WINNIPEG BEACH

In their  new expanded synagogue building located at Camp Massad.
Services every Saturday morning only commencing at 9:30 a.m. with
Kiddush following. You are invited to join us and enjoy a traditional egal-
itarian Shabbat Service.

Marty Koyle (left) with Ken WolchThe bar mitzvah cake featuring 
the two boys back in 1965



Filmmakers attempting to produce documentary on archives recovered from the Warsaw Ghetto

Who Will Write Our History? An interview with filmmaker Roberta Grossman

From Perec
O p o c z y n s k i ´ s
diary:
“At night, the
smuggling is car-
ried out over the
roofs of the hous-
es, through nar-

row holes, through cellars and even
through the wall of the Ghetto itself. In
short, every possible way....Who knows if
some day a memorial will not be put up in memory of the smuggler, for hav-
ing risked his life - because, in retrospect, we know that he thus saved a
large part of Warsaw’s Jews from death by starvation”. 

From Emanuel Ringelblum´s diary (August 26, 1941):
“A conspicuous apathy is apparent towards death which doesn’t seem to
make an impression/impact anymore. People walk indifferently past
corpses. Only rarely does anyone ask in the hospitals about the condition
of their relatives... In addition to famine, the typhus epidemic is the most
important preoccupation for the Jewish public...
 Zydowski Instytut Historyczny Instytut Naukowo-Badawczy, Warsaw,
Poland
Ringelblum Archive, Jewish Historical Institute, Warsaw, Poland

“In April 1943, on the eve of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, 30,000 pages
of eye-witness documents were buried by an underground organization
known as the Oyneg Shabes,” so says streaming text in the short sample
video preview of the new feature documentary, Who Will Write Our
History, by award winning director Roberta Grossman.

“Their goal was to ensure that the truth would survive, even if they did
not.”

The “Oneg Shabbat” Archive, also known as the Ringelblum Archive, is
one of the most impressive and unique projects initiated by the Jews dur-
ing the Holocaust, historian Dr. Havi Ben-Sasson says on the Yad Vashem
The Holocaust Martyrs’ and Heroes’ Remembrance Authority website.

“This underground archive was established and run by historian and com-
munity figure Dr. Emanuel Ringelblum, with the express purpose of docu-
menting the reality of life under Nazi occupation,” he writes.

“Ringelblum recruited people from all points of the political, religious
and ideological spectrum of Jewish society, who documented the influence
of German occupation on private life and Jewish society in Warsaw and its
environs.  

“Tragically, only the first two parts of the archive were found after the
war. They are preserved in the Jewish Historical Institute in Warsaw, and
constitute one of the most important collections of documentation about the
fate of Polish Jewry in the Holocaust.”

Who Will Write Our History? is based on the book of the same name by
historian Professor Samuel Kassow—“a book referred to as a work of his-

torical rescue and the greatest history book in a generation,” notes online
information.

“The most important thing is that this is an incredible story of Jewish
resistance that very few people in the world know about,” Prof. Kassow,
the Charles Northam Professor at Trinity College in Hartford, Connecticut,
said in a long distance telephone interview.
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Remembering the bombing of
the AMIA Jewish Community

Centre in Buenos Aires
WINNIPEG - Saturday, July 18th, 2015 marks the 21st anniversary

of the AMIA Bombing - a terrorist attack of the headquarters of the
Argentine Jewish Mutual Association in Buenos Aires. 

Cruel, deliberate, and indiscriminate, the bombing was by far the
worst terrorist act in the history of Argentina and the largest Jewish
death toll from antisemitic terrorism outside Israel since World War II.
A powerful bomb was driven through the front gates of the AMIA
building in downtown Buenos Aires. The large, seven-story building
was the headquarters of Argentina’s Jewish community. At 9:53 a.m.
the bomber detonated the bomb, leveling the building and reducing it
to rubble. It destroyed adjacent buildings and damaged apartments,
shops, and houses around the block. 

The toll: 85 murdered; over 300 wounded and the area around the
building, the heart of the traditional Jewish neighborhood, resembled a
war-torn city. Services were cut, transit rerouted, buildings propped up
with beams to avoid collapse. The irony: Jews and non-Jews alike suf-
fered from this cruel act of antisemitic terrorism.

It is widely accepted that Hezbollah masterminded and perpetrated
the act of terrorism, as it had, 2 years before, when the Israeli Embassy
in Buenos Aires had been bombed. The investigations into the AMIA
atrocity, however, have been mired in controversy and corruption. To
add to the horror, Alberto Nisman, the prosecutor who had amassed
research and information was found dead hours before he was to make
his presentation this past January.

To date, no one has been brought to justice.
The Argentinean Manitoban Association in conjunction with Jewish

Federation of Winnipeg, the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs, B’nai
Brith Canada and Congregation Shaarey Zedek will remember the vic-
tims of the AMIA terrorist bombing at a special Community-Wide
Commemoration Service on Sunday, July 19th at 6:00 p.m. in the
Berney Theatre, Asper Jewish Community Campus, 123 Doncaster
Street. All three levels of government will be represented. 

Everyone is welcome.

By

MARTIN ZEILIG Continued on page 22. See “Roberta Grossman”.

Roberta Grossman
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net
All obituaries in The Jewish Post & News are

also posted to our website at
http://www.jewishpostandnews.ca.

There is no extra charge for this service.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JUNE  24

chesed 2x2

Unveiling

There will be an unveiling for
relatives and friends of a
plaque dedicated to the

loving memory of

SAUL SILBERT
On Sunday,July 5th

at 9:40 a.m.
at the

Rosh Pina Memorial Park
located at 2795 Main Street,

Winnipeg

Unveiling

The family of the late

LILLIAN

MATCHAN
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a

memorial marker
dedicated to her

loving memory on
Sunday, June 28, 2015

at 12:00 noon
at the

Rosh Pina Memorial Park

headstone
The Weiszmann family wishes
to inform their friends of the
unveiling of the headstone on
Thursday, July 9th, 2015 at

10:00 a.m. at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery,

236 Armstron Ave.
Meal to follow at 11:00 a.m.
at Shaarey Zedek Synagogue,

561 Welllington Crescent.

Unveiling
of

JUDITH

WEISZMANN’S

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

JOEL ALEX

MINUK
who passed away

July 3, 1990
10 Days in Tammuz

Forever missing you.
— Love Mom & Dad, Amanda
and Alex.

SYD GLOW
Syd Glow, 85 passed

away peacefully at the
Simkin Center on
Wednesday, June 3rd,
2015. He is survived by
Freda, his loving wife of
60 years; sons Brian
(Liora) and Sheldon
(Leslie); grandsons
David, Devon, Josh and
granddaughter Sari; sis-
ter Molly Rosenblat, sis-
ter-in-law Molly Barnett,
of Israel, brother-in-law,
Max Roytenberg
(Cookie) of Vancouver;
nephews Rob Rosenblat

(Sue) and Ed Rosenblat (Bev) of Toronto, David
Roytenberg (Dora) and Daniel Roytenberg of Ottawa;
nieces Carmel De Kalo (Elik), Shelley Lalloum  (Shai),
Deborah Charash (Meir), all of Israel, and Judy (Wilf)
Yaeger of San Francisco; cousins Bert Glow and Edith
Pomerance of Calgary, and Paulette Brody of Denver,
Colorado.

He also leaves to mourn a large group of friends and
business associates. Syd touched the lives of many
through Edison Electric, later Capital Electric, and
other enterprises here and around the globe. Syd was
the founder of Dickie Dee Ice Cream and many will
remember his five fruit and nut stores in various parts
of Winnipeg and Sunshine Deli in Charleswood. His
amazing work ethic was passed down to his sons, who
still marvel at his energy and enthusiasm for new
challenges. Syd always looked back with pride on his
term as President of the B’nay Abraham Synagogue.

Syd was predeceased by his parents Esther and
Goodman Glow and brother-in-law Ernie Rosenblat.
Interment was in the B’nay Abraham Cemetery. Shiva
services were held at the home of Dr. Sheldon Glow,
123 Handsart.

Pallbearers were Ed Rosenblat, Rob Rosenblat, Max
Roytenberg, Josh Glow, David Glow and William
Rosenblat. Honorary pallbearers were Len Wolechuk,
Ben Greenfeld, Gus Kokoschke, Art Hirsh, Leslie
Litman and Leonard Bakalinsky.

The family wishes to thank the staff of Weinberg One
at the Simkin Center for their tender loving care during
Syd’s nine month stay. We know they will miss his
jokes and shenanigans. Much thanks to Mylanie Roxas,
who remained a loving caregiver until the end. We will
remember you forever Syd,

Donations can be made to the Gwen Secter Commu-
nity Center or a charity of your choice.

Unveiling

The family of the late

TILLIE GOREN
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, June 28, 2015
at 10:15 a.m.

at the
Bnay Abraham Cemetery

Kiddish at
Etz Chaim Synagogue,

Sunday, June 28th, 11:30 a.m.

Unveiling

The family of the late

BERNICE

ELFENBAUM
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a plaque

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, June 28, 2015
at 10:45 a.m.

at the
Rosh Pina Memorial Park

Kiddish at
Etz Chaim Synagogue,

Sunday, June 28th, 11:30 a.m.

JOYCE FRANCES FINGEROTE
(SCHWARTZ)

Surrounded by her lov-
ing family, Joyce
Fingerote passed away
Saturday, June 6, 2015, at
the age of 87 years, after a
lengthy illness. She was
predeceased by her be-
loved husband and
soulmate, Laibl; her par-
ents Harry Schwartz and
Eve Udin; her in-laws
Penia and Sura Ita
Fingerot; brother and sis-

ter-in-law, Sam and Sharon Fingerote, and brother-in-
law Frank Taran. Joyce is survived by her three daugh-
ters, Rhonda Youell (Harry), Terri Fingerote (Rick),
and Barbara Krolik (Joseph); grandchildren Richard
(Signy), Ilana (Adam), Laura (Josh), Erin (Dave), Isaac
and Eve (Josh) and great grandchildren Ella (Erika and
Carter), Sam, Lev and Yale.

Our mother was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba on
October 20, 1927. Her earliest years were spent in
Gladstone and Minnedosa, Manitoba as the child of a
ranching family. She moved into Winnipeg at age 6 with
her widowed mother to attend school while living with
her maternal grandparents, Louis and Bayla Fishman
and her three loving uncles, Harvey, Harry and Sammy.
When our grandmother remarried in 1937 mum then
moved with her new family to the Fort Rouge area where
she remained until rejoining her grandparents on Salter
Street to be able to attend St. John’s High School.
Joyce’s memories of attending St. John’s were ones of
wonderful teachers, enriched learning, but most of all
the friends she made that would last a lifetime.

After graduation mum attended the University of
Manitoba for two years in the Faculty of Arts. She then
began working as a dental assistant, while marrying the
boy, our dad, who in her own words “thrilled her” from
the moment they met to their marriage on December 4,
1948.

Theirs was a beautiful marriage. Joyce and Laibl had
a partnership full of love, trust, support and friendship.
Their three daughters born within nine years of their
marriage were the pride and joy of both.

Our mother made a career out of maintaining a loving,
welcoming, Jewish home. Never too busy to lend an ear,
always available for each of her daughters and their
friends, Joyce was a warm, compassionate and under-
standing woman who created an environment which
welcomed everyone. Her culinary talents and delicious
baking were always an asset to every heartfelt conver-
sation and every Jewish holiday meal.

As grandchildren began to appear in 1975 our moth-
er’s expertise with people and her love of life only
increased. The time spent with her six grandchildren
was never enough, yet beautiful unique loving relation-
ships were established with each grandchild and subse-
quently each great grandchild as the years unfolded.

Mum’s interests were many and varied. Joyce en-
joyed playing mah jong, followed in her last years by
poker. She was an avid reader and excelled with crafts
such as sewing and knitting. Our mother was a huge fan
of Frank Sinatra and both mum and dad were avid fans
of the Winnipeg Blue Bombers, both on the field and off.
Travel was also a highlight with yearly family visits to
Duluth and Minneapolis and winter vacations in Ha-
waii, Palm Springs and Miami. Visits to England, Israel,
Las Vegas, Phoenix and California were a special treat
every time.

Joyce’s funeral service took place Monday, June 8,
2015 at Etz Chayim Synagogue followed by interment
at Rosh Pina Memorial Park. Thanks to Rabbi Lander
and Cantor Tracy Kasner Greaves for officiating. Pall-
bearers included Joyce’s grandsons Richard Hechter
and Isaac Krolik, and nephews Barry Taran, Dale Taran,
Len Fingerote and Lloyd Baker.

Donations as you wish may be given to the JNF Joyce
and Lou Fingerote Memorial Fund, the Etz Chaim
Synagogue or a charity of your choosing.

We love you mom and we always will.

��������	
����	��������������	��
��������������������������

�	�������������		���
�
���������



Wednesday, June 24, 2015, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   21

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JULY 1

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

MILLY

GREENFIELD
who passed away

July 11, 1984
11 Days in Tammuz 5744

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

31st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ALICE KAPLAN
who passed away

July 5, 2001
14 days in Tammuz

Always in our thoughts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving
daughters, son-in-law and
granddaughters.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MICHELLE

MOYER
who passed away

July 14, 2011
12 Days in Tammuz

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Andrew, children Ashleigh
and Dayne, mother Pearl,
sisters Brenda and Cindy,
nieces and nephews, family
and friends.

In Memoriam

ZENA KATZ
who passed away

July 17, 1986
10 days in Tamuz

CHAIM KATZ
who passed away
August 4, 1989
4 Days in Av

- Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of our dearly beloved parents and grandparents

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JACK

MALLIN
who passed away

July 3, 1993
— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children: Marcy
(Barry Stronger), and Wendy; and also their grandchildren,
Michael  and  Lyle (Marcy and Barry); and two great people
whom Eva and Jack never lived to have the good fortune to have
known: Zoa (Michael’s wife) and Michael’s and Zoa’s daughter,
Elizabeth.

In loving memory of
EVA (BRONSTEIN)

MALLIN
who passed away

June 5, 1989

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAXWELL

(MAX) NELKO
who passed away

July 3rd, 2006
8 Days in Tammuz

To live in the hearts
Of ones we loved
Is not to die
—  Forever loved and missed
by his wife, children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and brother
and sisters.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BUTCH MATHEW

BERNARD

NEPON
who passed away
June 27th, 1998

13 Tammuz
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by Sid and Esther,
Adeena and Tom, Danny and
Anna, Ahava and Frank and
Jonathan and Marni, Leo
Jerry Nathan, Sophie and Lily.

In loving memory of

MORRIS
NUDLER

who passed away
July 2, 2004

13 Days in Tammuz
— Lovingly remembered
and always greatly missed by
his wife Pauline, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

MOLLY

SILVERMAN
who passed away

June 28, 1982
27 days in Sivan, 5764

– Forever loved and deeply
missed by her children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

A kind, generous, good
human being, our wonderful

SAUL SIMKIN
who passed away

June 21, 1994
12 Days in Tammuz

We miss you so much our
fabulous father.
- Your daughters Jacqueline
& Diane, son-in-law Steven
and grand-daughters Sara and
Nikki.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

mother and grandmother

MARY STEIN
who passed away

July 10, 1992
9 Days in Tammuz

Loving memories will never die.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter and
grandchildren.

BEN STONE
who passed away

July 13, 2003
13 Days in Tammuz

In Memoriam

MARY STONE
who passed away
August 20, 2008
19 Days in Av

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

In Memoriam
41st Yahrzeit

In cherished memory of our
father, zaide & great-zaide

MENDEL

MENACHEM

SZTERNFELD
who passed away

June 28, 1974
8 days in Tamuz

Your warm, gentle, good
nature, sense of  humor, wisdom
and unconditional love will
always be remembered.
— Lovingly, Hilda and Lenny,
Debbie and Jack, Penny,
Mandy, Marissa and Rob,
Hailey, Caleb, Zane and Rubie

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DINA BLANARU
who passed away

July 14, 1998
20 Days in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her mother,
brothers, sisters-in-law,
nephews and nieces.

In Memoriam

6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DAVID

HOFFMAN
who passed away

July 9, 2009
17 Days in Tammuz

Six years have passed
but forever you will
remain in our hearts,
minds and dreams.
— Lovingly remembered, we
sadly miss your music, humour
and wit.
Your wife Anne, children,
sister Lynn and Bruce.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM

BAUM
who passed away

July 17, 2011
16 Days in Tammuz

—Ever  remembered  and
never  forgotten by your loving
children and grandchildren.



“In the Warsaw
Ghetto and in other
ghettos, people knew
you could fight back

with paper and pen as well as with pistols. They wanted to
foil the German plans on how the Jews would be remem-
bered. The Germans wanted to be sure that Jews would be
remembered in Nazi terms. The Jews knew that with time
running out in the ghetto that they had to have time capsules
of Jews from Jewish sources, not German sources.”

Grossman likens the Oneg Shabbes Archives to the Dead
Sea Scrolls “rising from the rubble of the Warsaw Ghetto,”
and yet, few of us even know of its existence.

She first heard about the Archives after reading a review
of Dr. Kassow’s book.

“Then, I ordered it and read it, and realized it was a mas-
terpiece,” she said during a recent telephone interview from
her office in Los Angeles.

“I knew nothing about Ringelblum and the Archives. So,
I decided to make a film about it.”

That was back in 2010.
“It’s a very steep hill to climb,” emphasized Grossman,

whose previous film, Above and Beyond, about the Jewish-
American pilots who volunteered to fly for Israel in the
1948 War, was shown at the 2015 Winnipeg International
Jewish Film Festival, among other places.

“The budget isn’t cheap because of travel to other coun-
tries, translations of original material, and other costs.”

In order to raise public funding, Grossman and the film’s
executive producer, Nancy Spielberg (who worked with
Grossman on Above and Beyond), started an online cam-
paign on Indiegogo.

Their goal is to raise $100,000 (US) by early July. As of
June 19 (the date of this writing), $52,444 had been raised
by 414 people in 27 days.

That’s 52 percent of the intended goal.
“People can choose to be anonymous or not,” said

Grossman, mentioning that, so far, donations have come
from people in the U.S., Canada, Australia, Great Britain,
Brazil, Israel, Puerto Rico, and other countries.

“I would assume they’re not all Jewish.”
She has already created a five minute-long sample reel of

the film.
“I strongly believe that this is the most important story,

not-widely-known to a general audience, of the Holocaust,”
Grossman emphasized.

She added that most scholars feel the archives have been
under-utilized because, under the former Communist
regime in Poland, the material was (relatively) inaccessible
and under-funded, and most of the material was in Polish
and Yiddish.

Now, all the material, which is stored at the Jewish
Historical Institute in Warsaw, is being scanned and made
available online at Yad Vashem and the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum (in Washington, D.C), said
Grossman.  

For further information on the film, and to contribute to
its funding, see the website:
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/who-will-write-our-
history-production#/story

All donations to the project are made to the Katahdin
Foundation (501)(c)(3), dba Katahdin Productions, and are
tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. You will
receive a formal tax letter acknowledging your donation.
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In loving memory of

DORIS T.

MARGOLIS
who passed away

July 21, 1997
16 Days in Tammuz

Though you are greatly
missed, the memory of your
vibrant and loving presence

continues to guide and
inspire us.

— Remembered by your
children, grand-children,
nieces, nephews, cousins, and
friends.

18th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RACHELLE

(SHELLEY)
SHORE

who passed away
June 30, 2007

15th day in Tammuz
— Beloved wife, mom, babby,
sister and friend.
Your passion for life and your
compassion for people live on
in everyone you touched.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father, grandfather,
& great-grandfather

MAX TRAVIS
who passed away

July 14, 1979
19 Days in Tammuz, 5739

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN
When the publisher of this book

sent me an invitation to read a copy of
Underground in Berlin, I jumped at
the opportunity. While I have read
many accounts of the Holocaust from
the point of view of individuals who
suffered through that period as vic-
tims, either in the camps or in the
ghettoes to which  Jews were con-
fined, I’ve never read anything
remotely similar to this book.

The story of a young woman by the
name of Marie Jalowicz (who later
became Marie Simon following the
war), Underground in Berlin is a
vivid recounting of what became over
three years of avoiding detection by the Nazis by a woman
who possessed a remarkable ability to persevere, no matter
what the challenge.

The beginning chapter of the book is somewhat deceptive.
In that chapter Marie Jalowicz explains how she was willing
to debase herself when necessary in order to survive, going
so far as to let her body be used by loathsome men, often
outright Nazis. Naturally I was under the impression that this
woman had survived by totally erasing any normal inhibi-
tions that one might have expected a well educated and high-
ly cultured German Jewess to possess.

But what happens in the opening chapter turns out to be an
aberration of sorts. In fact it seems that Marie Jalowicz
Simon’s son, Hermann, who actually compiled his mother’s
memoirs, wanted to grab the reader’s interest immediately
by describing a particularly shocking encounter - but one
that actually happened well into his mother’s period on the
run.

For anyone interested in the history of the Second World
War, Underground in Berlin also provides vivid insights into
the psyches of Germans, some of whom were overtly pro-
Nazi, while others were diametrically the opposite. In her
matter of fact style of recounting her experiences, Marie
Jalowicz does not offer any sweeping general observations
about the German people. Everyone she meets has a partic-
ular story to tell; and, as is always the case, most individuals
are a mass of contradictions. 

Thus, pronounced Nazis can show Marie Jalowicz great
sympathy, even in the knowledge that she is actually a Jew,

while ardent
Communists who are
prepared to risk their
own lives to protect
her are prone to gener-
alizing about Jews as
loathsome capitalists.
It may be difficult to
envision Germans
during that period as
normal human beings,
but during the course
of Marie Jalowicz’s
repeated encounters
with Germans of all
stripes, we see how
complex individuals
are when you take the
time to examine them

in minute detail, the way she often did.
If anything though, Marie Jalowicz sells herself short by

not analyzing how quite brilliant she was in being able to
size people up time and time again. Whom would she know
to trust as she wanders from refuge to refuge, never being
able to stay in the same place very long - otherwise she
would arouse the suspicions of neighbours?

Her story was constantly changing to fit the circumstances.
At times she would admit to being fully Jewish; at other
times she would say that she was half-Jewish which, despite
the notion that has been inscribed into our understanding of
German attitudes at that time, was often accepted as a valid
rationalization even by outright Nazis. It is noted in the fore-
word to the book that some 1500 Jews did survive the war in
Berlin, all of whom had gone “underground”. It is impossi-
ble to conceive of that many individuals surviving had there
not been a great deal of “looking the other way” by many
Germans who had to have known that those were Jews liv-
ing amongst them.

What is particularly impressive about Marie Jalowicz’s
incredibly detailed recounting of her wartime experience is
that she did not commit anything to paper during the war
itself. Her ability to recall even the most minute details,
including what she had to eat on a particular day and con-
versations that she had with an ongoing cast of ever-chang-
ing characters is absolutely amazing. (In the afterword to the

Underground in Berlin
One Jewish woman’s fantastic tale of surviving World War II while living in the heart of Nazi Germany

Marie Jalowicz

Roberta Grossman
Continued from page 19.

Continued on next page.
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We are seniors
Chapter no. 69

In my last chapter, I
dealt with a number of annoyances seniors have had over a period of time.
I wonder how many seniors can remember a local radio program that was
called “Beefs and Bouquets”. 

Well, since I have dealt with some of our “beefs” ie: complaints, let’s
devote this chapter to bouquets i.e., compliments - things that we feel good
about because someone has done something for us, unsolicited.

I will give my first bouquet to our children and grandchildren who never
forget their parents, on special occasions i.e., birthdays, anniversaries, spe-
cial awards - that kind of stuff! A phone call, if you live out of town, can
do wonders for older parents.

If you live in the city, a personal appearance with a bouquet of flowers or
a box of chocolates to celebrate a joyous occasion can add smiles to the
recipients!

What about our wives or
husbands? We always
appreciate hearing from
them on special occasions.
And even on those not so
special occasions. Like the
husband who shows up after a long hard day’s work, and says to his wife
“Drop everything, let’s have dinner out!” So he selects a special restaurant,
with perhaps some music, a bottle of wine, some great food, and a little
romance!

Then there’s the housewife who prepares a sumptuous meal for her hus-
band, just his favourite meal, with of course his favourite wine. Surely she
deserves a bouquet!

And then a little romance to top it off!

Have you ever been in an airport, when you had trouble retrieving your
luggage from the carousel because it was too heavy and a complete
stranger, noticing your difficulty, comes up to you, and says with a smile,
those four magic words: “Can I help you?” And you are so relieved! 

The same thing is true if you are lost, and a complete stranger approach-
es you and says those four magic words. Surely they deserve a bouquet!

Then there are parents or loved ones living in senior citizen homes, per-
haps suffering from Alzheimer’s, who will always appreciate a visit from
family or friends.

Surely those who visit regularly, regardless of weather conditions
deserve a big Bbouquet! 

How about your best friend or mentor that you can turn to in times of
need? You have a problem and they are there to help you or even a shoul-
der to cry on - or a wonderful hug when you really need it. That’s our trou-
ble today, we don’t hug enough!

Surely they deserve a bouquet! 

We also have an army of volunteers here  in our home town - surely they
deserve multiple bouquets! They volunteer for just about anything a senior

citizen would need: Meals on
Wheels, sorting donated food
for the needy, and serving them
a hot meal when they really
need it, to name a few.

Then, there was the story of
the parachute jumper, who was
explained the use of the two rip-
cords, before he came aboard
the jump aircraft.

When he pulled the wrong
one first, he frantically looked
down to see a small speck
approaching him rapidly from below: “Do you know anything about para-
chutes?” he asked.

“No” was the response. “Do you know anything about gas barbeques?”

By

HARRY WARREN

I wonder how many seniors
can remember a local radio

program that was called
“Beefs and Bouquets”

For more information please call 694-3332.
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book Hermann Simon explains
that, whenever possible,

researchers attempted to corroborate his mother’s recounting of particular
events by resorting to an examination of archival evidence - and that in
every case his mother’s recollection proved to be absolutely exact.)

Still, there is one aspect to Marie Jalowicz’s story that has me wondering:
Was it her physical attractiveness that seemed to disarm potentially dan-
gerous adversaries in many instances? Certainly she was capable of great
charm, both with men and with women, but in the pictures of her that are
interspersed through the book, it is clear that she was very pretty. 

At one point, in speaking of certain neighbours of hers, she writes: “None
of those neighbours of ours ever denounced me, but they were not oppo-
nents of the Nazis, let alone anti-Fascists in general. Some of them might
well have reported an elderly man weighing 150 kilos who looked as they
imagined a rich Jew would. I was never sure.”

The sanguine manner in which she accepted any hardship - including a
terrible period when she was forced to use her own chamber pot to bring
home food to eat, is indicative of her incredible resilience. Even after the
area in which she is living is liberated by Soviet soldiers, she accepts the

fact that inevitably all women in that town are going to be raped: “The bad
part was that the Soviet soldiers also rampaged through the houses raping
women. Naturally I was among them. I slept in the attic, where I was vis-
ited that night by a sturdy, friendly character called Ivan Dedoborez. I did-
n’t mind too much. Afterwards he wrote a note in pencil and left it on my
door: this was his fiancée in here, it said, and everyone else was to leave
her alone. In fact after that no one else did pester me.”

One note of caution: The dizzying array of characters can be quite con-
fusing. Trying to keep track of them all is no easy task. But just imagine
what it must have been like for Marie Jalowicz herself, as every day for
over three years she must have asked herself: “To whom can I turn next and
whom can I trust?” I have nothing but total admiration for anyone who was
able to survive the Holocaust, but to think that some individuals were able
to hide in plain sight - well, that is even more astonishing.
Underground in Berlin
Written by Marie Jalowicz Simon
350 pages
Alfred A. Knopf Canada
Publlished 2014

Continued from previous page.
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