
Brendan Leipsic chosen “Jewish Athlete of the Year”
Brendan Leipsic, an 18-year-old

hockey player with the Portland
Winterhawks of the Western Hockey
League, is this year’s Jewish Athlete of
the Year.

Leipsic’s selection was announced at
the 40th Annual “Y” Sports Dinner,
held Tuesday, June 19th, at the
Winnipeg Convention Centre.

Following is Harvey Rosen’s descrip-
tion of Leipsic’s accomplishments:

“BRENDAN LEIPSIC also accom-
plished that uncommon feat of upgrad-

ing his game and starring, no matter the level at which he was playing. With the
Winnipeg Wild AAA Midgets in 2009-2010 he scored 23 goals and added 40 assists,
and was drafted 112th overall in the Western Hockey League Bantam Draft by the
Portland Winterhawks. 

“Talk about moving up fast - as of May 19th Brendan just turned 18 and has already
finished his second year in the tough WHL. In his rookie season he played in 68
games and scored 16 goals and added 17 assists. In his recently completed campaign
Leipsic, at 5’, 9” and 175 lbs., scored 28 goals and contributed 30 helpers in 65
games. He is tough and tenacious, despite his size, and what will appeal most to
scouts in this, his draft year, is that he recorded a plus 13 and plus 17 in the plus-
minus department, demonstrating that he is a strong two-way player. Among North
American skaters by the NHL’s Central Scouting Agency he is ranked in the top hun-
dred. (94th)”

It was also announced that Leipsic has been chosen as a member of the Canadian
18 and under squad that will play a series of games against Russian 18 and unders
this coming August.

Other nominees for the Athlete of the Year award included: basketball player Yael
Kaplan; curler Kyle Doering; equestrian show jumper Jessica Meyers; and wrestler
Caleb Rutner (who was last year’s Athlete of the Year).

For more on the Sports Dinner, read Harvey Rosen’s column on page  20 of this
issue.
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Some of the more than 600 people who were in attendance at the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg’s GrowWinnipeg BBQ Sunday,
June 3, at the Rady Centre.

University of Manitoba Archaeology Professor HASKEL GREEN-
FIELD was recently awarded a $2.7 million grant from the Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council to continue excava-
tions in Israel for the next seven years.
For more on Haskell Greenfeld, go to page 14.

PERRY RUBENFELD as Tevye (left) and JERRY COHEN as Lazer
Wolf in the all-Yiddish production of “Fiddler on the Roof” that
was a smash success June 13 and 14. For more on “Fiddler”, go
to page 16.

Retuning students from the One-Year Program for Overseas
Students at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, who were in
attendance at a party at Gail Asper’s house June 21, hosted by the
local chapter of the Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University.
Pictured in the photo are: In back: GABRIEL HURLEY (who was a
student in the Overseas Program 2 years ago); in front (l-r): JOSH
PALAY, OMRI PLOTNICK, LEO PALAY, BENJI WINESTOCK, GABI
KNELLER.
For more on the CFHU, go to page 9.
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News from The Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre
Where community lives; where Jewish life thrives         
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Taking Steps Together
Crowd gathers to show support
About 150 residents, family members, 
staff, and friends of The Saul & Claribel 
Simkin Centre gathered on June 10 for the 
“Simkin Stroll.” The neighbourhood walk 
raised several thousand dollars earmarked 
for enhanced evening and weekend 
programming, and brought together people 
from in the building and across the city.

Thanks to Simkin Centre board member 
Marilyn Regiec, a busload of members from 
the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre joined 
in the fun.

“Some of them had never been to the Simkin 
Centre before,” said Regiec, who works as 
the Executive Director of the Gwen Secter 
Creative Living Centre. “They were impressed 
and happy to be invited. One of our members 
described the home as ‘bright and cheery’ and 
another said ‘the Jewish people should be very 
proud of this home.’”

Aside from the walk on a warm and beautiful 
spring day, guests were treated to a barbecue 
and live music.

“It was a great celebration,” said Acting 
Board Chair, Bill Brownstone. “When you 
meet our residents, families, staff, donors, and 
volunteers, and when you see our facility, you 
quickly learn that wonderful things happen 
here.”

The Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre thanks 
the sponsors of the Simkin Stroll: West End 
Upholsterers & Drapery Ltd.; The Joshua 
Foundation Inc.; Academy Optical; Hilderman 
Thomas Frank Cram; Gunn’s Bakery; Hub 
Horizon Insurance; TD Bank; ReMax – Claire 
Hoffer; Shefa Meats; Pratt’s Wholesale; 
Marantz and Sons; and Midway Caps.

Looking for Leaders
Nominations Committee 
inviting applications
The Nominations Committee of The Saul & 
Claribel Simkin Centre is looking for people 
interested in serving on the Centre’s Board of 
Directors.

The newly-formed committee consists of: 
Israel Ludwig (President, Jewish Federation 
of Winnipeg); Steven Kroft (President, Jewish 
Foundation of Manitoba); Heather Leonoff 
(Past President, Jewish Child and Family 
Service); Selma Gilfix (Co-Chair of the Simkin 

Centre’s Quality Assurance Implementation 
Review Committee); and board members 
Bill Brownstone, Marilyn Regiec, and Terry 
Braunstein.

“We will continue to build  
   a skilled, experienced,  
   forward-looking board.”

“We are very happy that representatives of 
other Jewish organizations have accepted 
our invitation to join the committee,” said 
Braunstein, who chairs the Nominations 
Committee. “We’re grateful for their support, 
hard work, and for the broader community 

lens they bring to the process. Through that 
lens, we will continue to build a skilled, 
experienced, forward-looking board that will 
become a model of good governance and 
exceptional leadership.”

Interested applicants should submit a résumé 
and a letter to info@sharonhome.mb.ca 
by August 17. Please put “Nominations 
Committee” in the subject line. Applications 
can also be mailed or delivered to the Centre.

 

SOME OF THE 30 GUESTS FROM THE GWEN SECTER CREATIVE LIVING CENTRE ARRIVING BY BUS.  
PHOTO BY DEB CAMPBELL.

GUESTS LINE UP FOR A POST-STROLL BARBECUE. PHOTO BY DEB CAMPBELL.

NEW CEO KATHLEEN KLAASEN 
INTRODUCES HERSELF TO 
RESIDENTS AND GUESTS AT THE 
SIMKIN STROLL. PHOTO BY DEB 
CAMPBELL.

WALKERS OF ALL AGES TOOK 
PART. PHOTO BY DEB CAMPBELL.

L TO R: SYBIL ROSENBERG, DOROTHY LOCH, MOLLY 
DONEN, AND EVELYN MASLOWSKY FROM THE GWEN 
SECTER CREATIVE LIVING CENTRE SHARE A L’CHAYIM 
AT THE SIMKIN STROLL. PHOTO BY MARILYN REGIEC.

SPORTING SIMKIN STROLL T-SHIRTS, WALKERS 
MAKE THEIR WAY BACK TO THE CENTRE AFTER A 
NEIGHBOURHOOD STROLL. PHOTO BY DEB CAMPBELL.

RESIDENT MOLLY SWIRSKY 
(CENTRE) WITH HUSBAND ERIC 
AND DAUGHTER CAROLYN.  
PHOTO BY DEB CAMPBELL.



By MYRON LOVE
The Jewish Child

and Family Service’s
60th year in opera-
tion was a year for
celebration as well
as a time for taking
stock and planning
for the future.

Speaking at the
JC&FS annual gener-
al meeting on
Wednesday, June 7,
outgoing president
Heather Leonoff
noted that the orga-
nization had three
goals for 2012. 

“We wanted to cel-
ebrate our past (the
celebrations includ-
ed a Family Fun Fair
in January and the
recent Gala in May),
raise greater aware-
ness in the community of the services we
offer (there are still people in our community
who are unaware of the JC&FS functions) and
plan for the future,” Leonoff said. 

“We greatly exceeded our fundraising goals
for the Gala.”

For that latter accomplishment, Leonoff
deserves much of the credit, noted Bruce
Caplan, Leonoff’s successor as JC&FS presi-
dent, as he presented Leonoff with a JC&FS
Life Membership.

“Last fall, we were considering having a
fundraiser but weren’t sure what form it
would take,” Caplan recalled. “Heather
noted that Harry Walsh, who passed away
earlier in the year, was the last surviving
founder of the JC&FS. As it was going to be
our 60th anniversary, and the 100th anniver-
sary of the founding of the Jewish Orphanage
here, she suggested that we plan a Gala cel-
ebration.

“We were hoping to raise about $400,000.
But, thanks largely to Heather’s efforts in
soliciting major donations, we raised about
$750,000. That allowed us to increase our
endowment fund by $500,000.”

Caplan reviewed Leonoff’s 12-year involve-
ment as a JC&FS board member. She joined
the board in 2000 and subsequently sat on
the Volunteer
Committee, chaired
the Child Welfare
Committee and was
subsequently a
member of the
Finance Committee
and the Pensions
Committee before
becoming President
in 2010.

“Heather played a
significant role in re-
organizing our gov-
ernance, was a
leader in our Century
of Caring campaign
and demonstrated
great passion in
articulating our work
as our representative
on the Multiple
Appeals Commission
and other communi-
ty boards,” Caplan
said.

In her report,
JC&FS executive

director Emily Shane observed that “life can
be fickle”, but, if life deals you a bad hand,
the JC&FS is around to help. “You are not
alone,” she said.
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Community news

Jewish Child and Family Service AGM looks back at very successful year

Mitzvah Award Recipients - AL BENARROCH (JCFS Clinical Director
on left) and EMILY SHANE (JCFS Executive Director on right) present
Mitzvah Awards to awards to NATALIE BEN, SHIMON SEGAL and
DR. MARTIN WEIDMAN (Scott McWilliams shown accepting on his
behalf).

HEATHER LEONOFF receives Lifetime
Membership Award from JCFS in coming
Board President BRUCE CAPLAN.
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Continued on page 10. See “JCFS AGM”.

Combined
Jewish Appeal Securing Our FutureTogether

CJA CAMPAIGN TEAM
ANNOUNCEMENT
Gail Asper, OC, OM, Chair of the Combined  

Jewish Appeal Campaign is pleased to announce the  

following appointments to the CJA Cabinet:

DEBORAH GRAY
Top Donors

Chair

CJA ANNUAL CAMPAIGN CABINET
Richard Akman

Gail Asper

Ben Cohen

Neil Duboff

Lindsay Sawyer Fay

Beth Goldberg

Deborah Gray

David Hochman

Marisa Hochman

Mel Lazareck

Peter Leipsic

Richard Leipsic

Adam Levene

Moe Levy

Israel Ludwig

Hope Morry

Howard Morry

Matthew Narvey

Hart Pollack

Bob Silver

Larry Vickar

Anita Wortzman

WOMEN’S PHILANTHROPY  
CAMPAIGN CABINET

Sharon Allentuck

Aileen Berger-White

Jennifer Blumenthal

Susan Brender

Marcia Cosman

Beth Goldberg

Marisa Hochman

Daniela Jacobsohn

Jill Kantor

Glenna Kay

Ruth Kimelman

Laurel Malkin

Randee Pollock

Heather Silver

Mariana Sussi

Valarie Thompson

Susan Vickar

Michelle Weinberg

BETH GOLDBERG
Women’s 

Philanthropy Chair

LINDSAY SAWYER FAY
J-PEG (25-45)

Chair

MARCIA COSMAN & 
LAUREL MALKIN, 

Lion of Judah Co-Chairs

DAVID AND MARISA 
HOCHMAN, Ben-Gurion 

Society Co-Chairs
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There are a number of stories in this issue
that have to do with education, including:
Myron Love’s story on the “Mishpatim” pro-
gram that Professor Brian Schwartz initiated
last year; a related item about students who
just completed the one-year program for over-
seas students at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem; a story about the tremendous
accomplishments of former Winnipegger

David Kideckel in combining science and business; and the arrival in
Winnipeg of a new Yiddish instructor who will be teaching at both the
Gray Academy and the University of Manitoba.

In some ways there are other stories that also touch upon the theme
of education, such as the crash learning experience that the members
of the cast of the all-Yiddish production of “Fiddler on the Roof” under-
went in preparation for what proved to be their stellar performances. As
is noted in my review of the show, very few of the cast members actu-
ally spoke or read Yiddish but, under the expert direction of former
Peretz School grad Debbie Maslowsky, it was practically impossible to
tell the experienced Yiddish speakers from the novices.

The issue of Yiddish remaining alive in our community is one that
comes up from time to time and, I admit, is something that was near
and dear to my late brother, Matt’s heart. (Matt actually had a pretty
good grasp of Yiddish – something which I don’t, although when Laurie
Mainster calls upon me to typeset something in Yiddish, I always vol-
unteer for the assignment.)

But, as I discovered in my research for the article about Itay Zutra, the
new Yiddish instructor who comes here from New York City, maintain-
ing Yiddish as an active course at the University of Manitoba has long
been a tenuous affair.

With the number of students enrolling in the first-year Yiddish course
at the U of M always being problematic, the survival of this course has
always been somewhat of a challenge. Further, while Professor Zutra is
ostensibly here to teach a second-year course in Yiddish, the fact is that
a second-year course in Yiddish has been offered to students for years,
but has not met with interest sufficient to have the course actually be
taught.

One point that was brought to my attention, however, and something
which may be of great interest to many readers of this paper, is that
courses offered at the University of Manitoba may be audited (meaning
not taken for credit) at half the normal course cost; further, anyone over
the age of 65 is entitled to audit a course at no charge. 

It should also be clarified, though, that the university does not take
into account the number of individuals who may be interested in audit-

ing a course in deter-
mining whether a
course will be offered.
Thus, even if there
were to be a number
of individuals interest-
ed in taking the sec-
ond-year Yiddish
course, which offers a
“survey of Yiddish lit-
erature”, unless there
is a sufficient number
of students actually
taking the course for
credit, it will likely not
be taught. 

The university, like
most other institutions
in our society these
days, takes a very
hard-headed fiscal
approach to educa-
tion: Courses have to
bring in sufficient dol-
lars in the form of fees
before they will actu-
ally be taught. Still, if
you’re at all interested
in taking a course in
Yiddish literature or, if
you’re simply interest-
ed in learning Yiddish
for its own sake, it
might be worthwhile
to consider investigat-

ing the possibility
of auditing a
Yiddish course at
the U of M. 

Further to the sub-
ject of education, I
had the opportunity
to attend a get-
together at Gail
Asper’s house for
students who had
just returned from
the “Mishpatim”
program, which is a
joint program of the
University of
Manitoba and
Hebrew University
of Jerusalem Law
Schools (See article
on page 29.) Along
with students from
that program there
were also five of the
nine students who had been on the one-year program for overseas stu-
dents at the Hebrew University this past school year. 

By the way, has there ever been anyone more willing to attach his or
her name to so many worthwhile causes as Gail Asper. I jokingly con-
gratulated her for having been chosen “Jewish athlete of the year” ear-
lier in the week at the “Y” Sports Dinner, knowing full well that she had
been the guest of honour at the dinner, not the athlete of the year. Gail
replied that she had never played hockey in her life – which was the
chosen sport of both the guest speaker, Mark Messier, and the eventual
winner of the Jewish athlete of the year award, Brendan Leipsic. 

I told Gail that, while she may not have played hockey, she’s sure
learned how to “stickhandle” her way through some difficult situations
over the years– which should qualify her as an athlete.

In any event, in talking to a good number of the students who had
recently returned from Israel – all of whom were understandably
enthused about their experience, I learned some interesting facts. One
was that one of the students who had been on the Mishpatim program,
who is not Jewish, had discovered that he actually has relatives in Israel
who are Jewish. This particular student told me that meeting relatives of
whom he had previously been totally unaware was a fabulous, and
most unexpected experience. Now how’s that for a side benefit to trav-
eling to Israel?

Something else that I learned is that seven of the nine students who
participated in the overseas program at the Hebrew U were Camp
Massad alumni. When you think about it, there’s a natural progression
from attending North America’s only fully functioning Hebrew immer-
sion camp to attending the Hebrew University.

Further, in speaking with several of the students, as well as with some
of their parents – who had also graciously been invited to the event – I
was told of the very generous types of assistance that had been made
available to the students in the Overseas Program. Again, I was asked
to let anyone who might be considering participating in the One-Year
Program (or perhaps another of the many programs offered by the
Hebrew U to overseas students), to contact Sharon Zalik at the
Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University office here in Winnipeg.

Finally, continuing on the theme of education, I received an e-mail
from Sam Bahour, my Palestinian friend whose writings are often
included in this paper.

Sam had sent me a copy of an address that he had given to the grad-
uating class of a Ramallah high school. Unfortunately space doesn’t
permit inclusion of that particular address in this issue. Suffice to say,
however, that if you didn’t know it  had been delivered to Arab students
in Ramallah, you would not have had a clue as to where the address
was given. 

There were no references to Islam, nor to Israel, in the speech. What
it did contain was a general exhortation to seize the future – expressed
in terms that would have been entirely familiar to anyone in a high
school in most Western countries.

Considering that we are often subjected to a steady diet of negative
publicity about what is taught in Palestinian schools, it was certainly
refreshing to read an address given by a Palestinian to young
Palestinians that was free of any sort of propaganda and didn’t contain
a whiff of anything remotely anti-Semitic.

I guess though, that’s not the kind of news that gets any headlines, is
it?
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By EETTA PRINCE-GIBSON 
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israel’s paradoxical approach to abortion - the

procedure is illegal unless approved by a committee, which gives the
go-ahead to 98 percent of the requests - could radically change if a
Knesset member has his way. 

Nissim Zeev of the Sephardi Orthodox party Shas, who has said
publicly that abortion is akin to “murder,” wants to make the proce-
dure illegal after the 22nd week of pregnancy unless the pregnancy
poses a danger to the mother’s health or the fetus suffers from severe
defects and is unlike to survive. 

“This has nothing to do with women’s rights,” Zeev heatedly told JTA.
“I demand that we have a public debate on this campaign of murder.” 

Political observers don’t think his measure will progress far, but Zeev
has shined a spotlight on an issue that has never figured even vague-
ly in the country’s political campaigns. In fact, Israel does not even
have an active anti-abortion movement. 

Still, many rabbis, especially haredi Orthodox, believe that the mes-
sianic redemption will be delayed until all souls are
born. As a general rule, Jewish law allows abortion
in the first 40 days of pregnancy and in cases where
the life of the mother is in mortal danger. 

“This is about the last thing we need right now -
another conflict between the religious and the secu-
lar,” said one Knesset member from the coalition,
speaking on the condition of anonymity. “We have
enough political issues to deal with. Zeev has to
understand that if it ain’t broke, it don’t need to be
fixed.” 

As a result, the legislator said, the proposal has
been purposely buried in committee. Still, in Israel’s unpredictable
political landscape, its existence on the dockets could bring it to the
fore without warning. 

It’s quite a contrast to the United States, where since the 1973 Roe
v. Wade case legalizing abortion, the topic has been a heated politi-
cal and social issue. The lack of controversy in Israel stems mostly
from the large gap between law and practical reality. 

The Israeli penal code states that termination of pregnancy is a crime
that carries a prison sentence of up to five years. But the code also
broadly addresses numerous circumstances in which an abortion may
be legally performed, including benefit to emotional and financial
well-being. 

The procedure must be approved by a special committee with at
least two physicians and one licensed social worker; at least one of the
three must be a woman. 

Yet approval is practically automatic if the pregnant woman is
younger than 17 or older than 40; if the conception was a result of
rape, incest or extramarital relations; if the pregnancy is likely to
endanger the mother’s physical or mental well-being; or if the fetus
has been diagnosed with a possible birth defect. 

Women also do not need the consent of any male, including the
father of the fetus, nor do minors need the consent of parents or
guardians. Israeli medical coverage offers an array of free testing for
genetic and congenital birth defects. 

Both Zeev and feminist organizations such as the Israel Women’s
Network confirm that the committees approve 98 percent of request-
ed abortions. 

Less than 10 percent of abortions in Israel are carried out after the
22nd week and some 20,000 legal abortions are performed in public
hospitals every year in Israel, according to the Knesset research
department. This does not include abortions performed because of
concern for the mother’s physical health, which especially if there is

any medical emergency are often not even brought before the com-
mittee. 

It is unknown how many women avoid the committee - whether
because they are between 17 and 40, or because of personal prefer-
ence - and turn to a private doctor. Having an abortion is not a crim-
inal offense and, according to binding legal norms, unless medical
malpractice is involved, the physician performing the abortion will not
be prosecuted. Private abortions cost $1,500 to $1,750. 

Finally, making it impossible to know how many of the procedures
are performed in total is that they can be listed as “medical interven-
tions,” which can cover a broad category. 

With all that in mind, most Israeli feminists and others favoring the
availability of the option have been hesitant to challenge the status
quo. But Zeev’s proposal may force their hand, acknowledges Tal
Tamir, the director general of Women in their Bodies, a feminist health
organization. 

The huge gap between the law’s paradoxical contradictions and
practical life, she explains, reflect an attempt
by Israeli society to live with all its internal
tensions. 

“On the one hand, some parts of Israeli
society are very liberal, while other parts are
very conservative,” Tamir told JTA. “By mak-
ing abortion illegal, the patriarchy maintains
its hold over women’s bodies, but by making
it available, it maintains a progressive, liberal
facade.” 

Indeed, there is a widely, liberal, even per-
missive attitude toward sexual activity in

much of the Israeli secular culture. Secular schools provide coed sex
education. The Israeli health plans don’t offer free birth control, but
some high schools provide condoms through vending machines. 

Further, the army provides at least one free abortion to every female
soldier who requests one. While there is no civil marriage in Israel,
civil law recognizes common-law marriage and cohabitation is com-
monly accepted. 

Tamir says the prohibition on abortions for women aged 17 to 40 is
another example of conflicting social pressures. 

“Israel is a very pro-natal society and carries a strong message that
Jewish women should bear children, especially after the Holocaust,”
she said. “We have the highest rate of IVF services - all paid for by the
state - in the world. So women who are the ‘proper age to have chil-
dren’ aren’t supposed to have abortions. But Israeli society also wants
perfect children, so if there are defects, the abortion is considered OK.” 

Furthermore, Tamir adds, the situation is discriminatory. 
“Women who have the money go to private clinics. Underprivileged

women are forced to go to a committee and plead their case,” she
said. “And it really gauls me that the state has the right to intervene in
our bodies. 

But, she says, “In the current political constellation, in which reli-
gious parties carry disproportionate weight, the situation could always
be worse for women.” 

Unlike Tamir, Knesset member Zehava Galon of the Meretz party is
determined to change the status quo. Last fall, she submitted a pro-
posal to permit abortions for all women at any time, but the proposal
failed to make it out of preliminary committees. 

She insists, however, that she will continue to bring it to the Knesset
for debate. 

“The attempts by Zeev to interfere with women’s choice is making
this even more urgent,” she told JTA. “It is simply not right that in a
proper, democratic country a governmental committee can deny a
woman her basic right to decide what to do with her own body.” 
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Spurred by a Shas lawmaker, abortion politics arrives in Israel 

Comment

Clarification:
In our June 13 issue, we reported that the Jewish Federation will

distribute over $1 million in “designated gifts” this year. We mistak-
enly reported that $150,000 was allocated to the Holocaust
Education Centre.

In fact, the Asper Foundation funds the costs of the Asper
Foundation Human Rights and Holocaust Studies Program, which
amounts to $171,167, through a designation to UJA for the trip to
the USHMM in Washington for Gray Academy students. The Asper
Foundation also provided funding for Jewish students attending
public schools, with this component of the program administered by
the Jewish Heritage Centre.

Correction
In the article about the Simkin family reunion we neglected to

mention the name of Blackie Simkin’s widow, Myna.

Take a leaf from history
The letter by Sheila Novek (June 12th edition) regarding family

members being represented on the Simkin Centre Board, reminds
me of the “old” Magnus Ave. Sharon Home. There were scheduled
monthly meetings held with an open invitation to all residents and
their families to attend and discuss their personal concerns. Heads
of nurses, staff, some Board members and many residents with their
families attended these monthly meetings. As my mother was a res-
ident, she and our family were encouraged to voice our questions,
concerns, and opinions along with compliments with the bottom
line being that we were all heard. 

Perhaps the current Board and the new Director would consider
reinstating this form of open discussion so that the residents and
their families could openly voice their concerns as well as their
accolades. Then, the Simkin Centre would again function as an
open and interactive facility.

Yours truly,
ROSLYN SILVER

“It is simply not right that
in a proper, democratic
country a governmental
committee can deny a

woman her basic right to
decide what to do with

her own body.” 
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Myron Love

Ari Hanson and Dayna Steinberg
would seem to have a bright future
ahead of them based on past per-
formance. Hanson was the Gold
Medal winner in Law at this year’s
convocation. His grade point aver-
age was 4.29 (4.5 is equivalent to
an A+) over four years while
Steinberg was just a fraction
behind him.

Hanson, the son of Hugh and Sherry Handson, credits
his success to “hard work and some luck”. “It’s wonderful
to have won the Gold Medal,” he says. “It was a bit of a
surprise – although by the end of third year  I was in the
lead. 

“Law is a very competitive faculty. Most law students
are Type A personalities.”

Hanson is a Gray Academy graduate who notes that he participated
in the school’s debating program. He continued his involvement in
debating at university. He was president of the University of Manitoba
Debating Union, participating in debates across Canada as either a
debater or a judge.

He was also on the executive of the JDC West Business Competition
(wherein students from ten western Canadian universities competed
with each other). (Hanson’s undergraduate degree is from the Asper
School of Business.)

During the summers, Hanson notes, he worked for the Jewish Child
and Family Service and, over the years, he volunteered his time at the
JCFS driving seniors to buy groceries.

Hanson is articling with the prestigious law firm, Fillmore Riley. He
says that he is interested in both Tax Law and litigation.

* * *
Dayna Steinberg is

initially going to be
pursuing her new
legal career in
Ottawa. She will be
spending a year arti-
cling with a firm in
Ottawa and then
clerking for a year
for Supreme Court
Judge and former
Winnipegger Mr.
Justice Marshall
Rothstein.

The daughter of
Sam and Karen
Steinberg says that
she flew to Ottawa
in March for inter-
views to do with the
clerk position.
“Justice Rothstein
called me a week
later,” she says. “I
quite enjoyed my
interview with him.
He is very intelli-
gent, friendly and
has a good sense of
humour.”

Steinberg is a
Vincent Massey
Collegiate graduate.
While at university,
she has been heavily
involved in human
rights and social jus-
tice issues. She was
a member of the
speakers’ bureau at
the Centre for
Human Rights
Research, served as
co-chair of the
women’s Legal
Education Action
Fund (LEAF) and
worked with the
youth-oriented “No
Means No” group.

“I am really excited about
being able to be a clerk at the
Supreme Court,” she says. “It is
an opportunity to see the opera-
tion of Law in Canada at the
highest level and see experi-
enced lawyers in action at the
top of their game.

“I am looking forward to doing
some very interesting research.”

Steinberg says she is interested
in Labour and Human Rights
Law.

* * *
Josh Slayen is a relatively

newly-minted lawyer (class of
’09) who is taking a different
approach to legal service. The
son of Alvin and Phyllis Slayen is
the vice-president (in charge of
business development) of
legallinkup,com, a new online
service that connects lawyers and
clients across the country. 

“I was looking for an entrepre-
neurial venture, preferably involving
an on-line business” says the former
BBYO president, Massad Camper
and Club Fed graduate. “I got to
know Lawrence Tepperman (a
Toronto businessman) and Shane
Coblin (a Vancouver-based lawyer)
who had started this on-line service
(legallinkup) at the beginning of the
year.”

The website, Slayen explains, is
intended to streamline the
process by which individuals with legal issue find lawyers. The client
enters his legal issue on legallinkup and lawyers in his area who deal
with that type of issue are notified and can
respond. The client can then select a
lawyer from among those who respond to
his or her issue.

“We hope that our service helps with the
right fit for the client or corporation and
furthers the cause of justice,” Slayen says.

Lawyers pay a fee to register with the
service. There is no charge for the general
public.

He reports that the service was first
launched in Toronto, Ottawa and
Hamilton and later Winnipeg. “Our best
responses thus far are from Winnipeg and
Toronto,” he says.

“We are continuing to expand westward
and hope to be able to offer our service
right across Canada within the next few
months.

“Our biggest hurdle has been to demon-
strate that our service is useful. We have
been using a social media campaign to get
our name out there. The number of users
has really jumped within the past couple
of months.”

The partners are hoping eventually to
expand into the United States.

Jewish law school grads students finish top of the graduate class

ARI HANSON: “Law is a very competitive
faculty. Most law students are Type A per-
sonalities.”

DAYNA STEINBERG: “I am real-
ly excited about being able to be
a clerk at the Supreme Court,”
she says. “It is an opportunity to
see the operation of Law in
Canada at the highest level and
see experienced lawyers in
action at the top of their game.”

JOSH SLAYEN: “We hope that
our service helps with the right
fit for the client or corporation
and furthers the cause of jus-
tice.”
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Social Notes

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
I want to thank all my relatives and

friends for their best wishes to me and
my late wife Zelma over the years as

well as their special words to me on my
recent surgeries.

Again - Thank You and Au Revoir.
Saul B. (Shelly) Zitzerman

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

CANADA 

PROVINCE DE QUEBEC 

DISTRICT DE MONTREAL 

NO : 500-04-051720-093 

SUPERIOR COURT 

FAMILY DIVISION 

  
STACI-LYNN EUGENE 

DOVBNIAK 

APPLICANT 

Vs. 
JIMMY BONIFACIO DE PAZ 

DEFENDANT 
SUMMONS 

IT IS IN ORDERED To STACI-

LYNN EUGENE DOVBNIAK to 

file an appearance at the Superior 
Court, situated in 1, Notre-Dame 

East Street, office 1.120, in 
Montréal, province de Québec, 

within 40 days of the publication 
of the present notice in the 

newspaper “Grassroots News”. 
If the Applicant, STACI-LYNN 

EUGENE DOVBNIAK appears, 
the defendant's motion for change 

of custody, cancellation of child 
support and arrears and interim 

order will be presented before the 
Court on 9 august 2012. 

A copy of this Motion has been  
left at the Office of the Court to 

the attention of STACI-LYNN 

EUGENE DOVBNIAK 

Montreal, June 22
th

, 2012. 



When TIME Magazine’s humor columnist
Joel Stein learned that his wife was pregnant
with their first child, a boy, he became worried. 

Stein, a sensitive softie, feared that he
wouldn’t be able to do all the things his son
might want to try. He wanted his son to be
raised by a masculine father who was not
afraid of jumping ramps on dirt bikes, playing
with a lizard, or going into the woods. To this
end, he decided to move out of his comfort

zone and “learn to be a man” by taking a few macho risks and writ-
ing about his adventures along the way. 

He traveled across the U.S, immersing himself in a wide variety of
what he thought were “manly” activities. He rode in a U.S. Army tank,
went turkey hunting in Vermont, took a camping trip with a troop of
Boy Scouts, spent a week with firefighters, raced an expensive
Lamborghini sports car around L.A., and even went a round with mar-
tial arts heavyweight champ Randy Couture.

I don’t know if Joel Stein’s odyssey made him a better role model for
his son, but it did produce “Man Made”, a new best-selling book of
humorous essays on the subject. It also made me think:

“What do we want for our children?”
I guess the easy answer is “everything”, but more accurately, I

would say that most parents
want their kids to be a bet-
ter version of themselves.

Take my own mom, whose
tough, restrictive childhood
made her determined that
this would never happen to
her children. Her ultra-ortho-
dox father was a widower
with ten children. He owned
a struggling grocery store on
New York’s Lower East Side.
Each girl in the family was
charged with raising her
closest in age younger sib-
lings (at age twelve, my mom “raised” my uncles Al and Manny). 

All the children were expected to pull their weight in the store -
stocking shelves, peeling pounds of beets and potatoes for borscht and
latkes, and manning the cash register while my grandfather went to
daven twice a day. The brothers made extra money singing in church
choirs and as chorus boys in shows on Second Avenue (the Yiddish
“Broadway”), but this musical endeavor, not to mention college, was
verboten for the girls. My mom won two gold medals for academic
achievement at her high school graduation, then went out to work
selling shoes at A.S. Beck the next day.

When my mother married and had children, she made sure that we
had every advantage. We visited museums, went to summer camps,
took in theatre, ate at some of New York’s best gourmet restaurants
and traveled extensively. 

Our mother fostered the habit of weekly visits to the public library and
introduced us to the wonderful world of literature. She bought us a piano
and hired “tone-deaf” Tillie Wexler to teach us to play. Name any activ-
ity and you can bet that my brother and I had been signed up for lessons.

You might not know it to look at me, but I can Kabuki dance with
the best of them and I use the skills learned at “Orienteering through
Central Park” when shopping during Christmas season at the mall!

However, in my mother’s zeal to give us our “Happy American
Childhood”, she left out the basics. When I asked if I could help with
the dishes or with household tasks, she would say, “You’ll have plen-
ty of time for that when you’re older – enjoy your childhood.” 

I sang and danced my way into adulthood. The sewing box was for-
eign territory to me, but undaunted, I used my ingenuity (and lots of
scotch tape on my skirt hems) to get the job done. I was lucky to marry
a medical student who needed to practice surgical stitching tech-
niques. The kitchen became a magical place for me, the first time I
realized that following instructions in a cookbook would materialize
into something edible (and delicious!). 

When I had children, I don’t think I consciously plotted the kind of
role model I wanted to project. I tried to stay cool when our son hand-
ed me wriggling bugs and worms, encouraged our kids to express
opinions and discuss their day over dinner, and made sure that they
got the opportunity to follow their interests. 

So are my kids a better version of me? In all, I think that our son and
daughter turned out pretty well (no prejudice here) – except for maybe
that sewing deficit. However, using their ingenuity (and plenty of
green garbage bags and cardboard), they can create costumes for any
occasion that really rock!
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Jill Brandes

How do parents’ proclivities
influence their children?

You might not know it to
look at me, but I can

Kabuki dance with the
best of them and I use the

skills learned at
“Orienteering through

Central Park” when shop-
ping during Christmas

season at the mall!

ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES
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Israel story

Sixty-four years separate these
two remarkable photographs.

The black and white “THEN”
photograph was taken during
Israel’s War of Independence
(and shows the Volunteers from
Abroad in the 72nd Command
Battalion) during the Liberation
of the Galilee in October 1948
(“Operation Hiram”)

The second “NOW” photo-
graph was taken this month
when these brave heroes were
honoured in a special exhibition
“By Land, by Air and by Sea” at
the Museum of the Jewish People
(the Diaspora Museum) which
opened to the public on 1st June
this year.

Stanley Medicks (kneeling in
both photographs) instigated the
exhibition which was recently
opened with guests-of-honour
Chairman of the Knesset Mr.
Reuven (Ruby) Rivlin, and
Brigadier-General Eli
Shermeister, Chief Education
Officer of the Israel Defense
Forces.

Speeches were made by the
guests-of-honour and also by
Smoky Simon, Chairman of
World Machal (front row left in
the “now” photograph), and by
Stanley Medicks, Chairman of
British and Scandinavian Machal

(kneeling front row in the “Then” and “Now” photo-
graph). The opening of the exhibition was honoured by
the presence of British Ambassador Mathew Gould,
Deputy U.S. Ambassador Thomas Goldberger, and
Major Paloma Beausoleil of the Military Section of the
US Embassy. 

The exhibition, which will have a permanent place in the museum,
tells the remarkable story of these volunteers who were instrumental
in helping Israel win that crucial war, a war which the late Prime
Minister Yitzhak said would “determine whether Israel would be or
not be a Jewish State”.

The word Machal is a Hebrew acronym for “Mitnadvei Chutz
L’Aretz”, meaning “Volunteers from Abroad”. The Machalniks were
mainly veterans of World War II. As the war clouds were gathering
over Palestine, these veterans felt an obligation to support their
brethren in the new-born State of Israel. More than 4,500 volunteers
came from 58 countries - men and women, Jews and non-Jews. Most
importantly, these veterans brought their invaluable World War II
experience and skills. They rallied to Israel’s aid in her struggle against
the invasion of 6 well-armed armies.

“Volunteering to fight in the War of Independence was the most
important aspect of my life” said a young 86 year old Stanley who
came from Kenya and who went to Israel with 800 men and women
from South Africa.

Known as MACHAL (Mitnadvei chutz l’Aretz) which translates as
volunteers from abroad, over 4,500 men and women, Jews and non
Jews, from over 58 different countries rallied to Israel’s aid in her strug-
gle against the invasion of 6 well-armed Arab nations.

Israel is truly indebted to these Volunteers from Abroad. As the late
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin said, “You came to us when we needed
you most, during those dark and uncertain days. The War of
Independence was a war which would determine whether Israel
would be or not be a Jewish State. With your help we succeeded. You
gave us not only your experience, but your lives as well. The People
of Israel and the State of Israel will never forget, and will always cher-
ish this unique contribution made by you – the volunteers of Machal”.

Prime Minister Ben Gurion said “The Machal Forces were the
Diaspora’s most important contribution to the survival of the State of
Israel”. 

It was the longest and cruellest war in Israel’s history. 6,300 were
killed, including 123 of the volunteer force. 

In 1993 Stanley Medicks, Co-ordinator of the British and European
Machal Association together with fellow Machal comrades raised the
funds for a Memorial to be built in Israel to the 123 men and women
who gave their lives. It stands in the Yitzhak Rabin park half way
between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem at Shar Hagai. Stanley’s latest endeav-
our was to have a permanent exhibition at Beit Hatfutsoth and that
dream has now been fulfilled. He said: “We are proud to have done
what we did at the time of Israel’s desperate need. The 1948 episode
was the most significant and most important aspect in my life”.

1948 overseas heroes recreate history

Magen David Rifle Photo Re-enacted
Back row left to right: Joe Leibovitz, Maurice Ostroff,
Shmuel Amid, Moshe Amiram
Centre row left to right: Monty Bixen, David “Migal”
Teperson, Stanley Sober, Avi Grant, Hymie Josman
Front row left to right: Smoky Simon, Stanley Medicks,
Hymie Goldblatt

THE HARRY AND JEANETTE WEINBERG
(OF BALTIMORE) RESIDENCE

 5650 Osler St, Vancouver, BC
 info@weinbergresidence.com
 www.weinbergresidence.com

The Dr. Irving and Phyliss Snider Campus for Jewish Seniors,  
site of the Louis Brier Home & Hospital and the Weinberg Residence

As part of the Dr. Irving and Phyliss Snider 
Campus, The Weinberg Residence offers 
Assisted Living and Multi-Level Care 
for seniors within the Vancouver Jewish 
community.

ASSISTED LIVING 
A vibrant place where you can live with 
independence and choice in a safe, home- 
like environment. Kosher meals, personal 
care, emergency response and interesting 
leisure activities will complement your 
experience while enhancing your quality  
of life.

MULTI-LEVEL CARE
Sometimes you need extra help. 

Let us make a difference!

THE Weinberg Residence

Limited space  

available. 

Open 9 am to 5 pm 

weekdays. Phone 

Vanessa Trester at

604.267.4722

72nd Command Battalion
Photograph: October 1948
Standing: Left to Right – Luther Brand (South
Africa), Unidentified (UK), Joe Woolf (South
Africa), Sam Fagen (Canada), Far Right – Jack
Franses (UK)
Small fellow in the middle – unidentified UK
Kneeling: far left – Romanian Gachal Platoon
Cook
Left to right: Harry Frankel (UK), Ruben Saul
(India), Half face – Sollo-de-Haas (Holland)
Four sitting and kneeling on ground – Left to
Right: “Ziggy” Stein (South Africa), Stanley
Medicks (Kenya), Aharoni Landman (Sabra
Platoon Officer), Fritz Bornstein (UK)



By MYRON LOVE
A group of first year University of Manitoba Law Students – partici-

pating in the Winnipeg Chapter of Canadian Friends of the Hebrew
University’s second annual tour of Israel under the Mishpatim program
received a different perspective on the Law.

For Caroline Reimer, it was a “life-changing experience”. “It exceed-
ed my expectations,” she says.

Alexandra Miles notes that she found the Mishpatim program to be
an invaluable opportunity to get to know a nation’s legal system and
in particular, its nascent constitutional framework. “The program pro-
vided a wide variety of experiences that coalesced to demonstrate the
unique features of Israeli society,” she says. “We were able to visit the
Supreme Court of Israel, test drive electric cars at Better Place (a com-
pany whose mission is to bring affordable electric cars to mainstream
culture), and hear from a legal advisor to the IDF counter-terrorism
division. Each of these experiences, along with many others, present-
ed a different side of Israel and reflected the struggles that the nation
faces and the solutions that are being implemented to address those
issues.”

Erica Grant spoke of the exposure to a lot of different people and
ideas. “It was really eye-opening,” she says. “There are so many dif-
ferent layers.”

Mishpatim was established last year by University of Manitoba Law
Professor Bryan Schwartz in conjunction with the Winnipeg Chapter
of the CFHU. The program, he says, includes a general introduction to
students to the nature of the Israeli legal system, its constitutional
developments and its interaction
with public international law. 

“Israel,” he says, “has had to
face, often at an especially inten-
sive and complicated level,
many of the challenges that
Canada has had in respecting
individual and minority rights in
general, and in the particular
context of addressing security
threats, including terrorism.

“We are hoping that the
lessons learned will give Canadian student much to think about in
terms of lessons to be emulated or avoided in addressing some of the
comparable problems in Canada - itself a society with traditional peo-
ples, such as First Nations citizens, many newcomers from all over the
world, and interested in developing a culture of risk taking and inno-
vation. We are very grateful to the provincial government for its finan-
cial support this year, which is linked to its interest in having our stu-
dents exposed to the various comparisons and lessons to be learned
from Israel`s own successes and setbacks.”

Last year, Schwartz notes, the group consisted entirely of University
of Manitoba Law students. This year, the 23-person group also includ-
ed two Asper School of Business students and three law students from
the University of Saskatchewan.

Schwartz notes that he had the students read “Start Up Nation” (the
book exploring Israel’s high tech and business successes) before they
left.

Schwartz and his students left for Israel on May 1, right after the

CFHU tribute dinner for Yude Henteleff. 
Over the three weeks they were in Israel, the students heard lectures

about the role of the Supreme Court in Israeli society, the law of
patent, copyright and other formats for the protection of intellectual
property in Israel, Jewish and family law and the basic nature of inter-
national law generally, and trade law in particular, and explore some
current challenges involving the mix of politics and business in the
area of trade relations.

The students also heard from an Israeli terrorism expert, an Arab
Israeli clerking at the Supreme Court and a Druze professor. There
were visits to the Hebrew University, the University of Tel Aviv and the
Technion, the Bahai Centre in Haifa, a Jewish Ethiopian absorption
centre and a workers hotline - an NG0 dedicated to protecting the
rights of all workers, be they Israel Jews or Arabs, recent immigrations
or guest workers.

There were also meetings with business leaders and business pro-
fessors.

Some of the more traditional aspects of the tour were visits to the Ein
Gedi oasis, Masada, the Dead Sea, Tel Aviv-Yafo, and Yad Vashem. 

“I believe that Mishpatim II has been ever more successful than our
inaugural project,” Schwartz says. “It introduced students in both law
and commerce to a wide range of issues that intertwine law, politics,
sociology and economics. 

“Our speakers and material were diverse in perspective. I believe
that the unifying theme – traditional peoples and newcomers in the
Start Up Nation – provides a coherent and unifying framework in
which to identify and explore the issues in the course.

“The hope is eventually to have a program that has a Manitoba core,
but accessible to students across Canada in both law and business.

“My thanks to everyone who supported this second installment of
Mishpatim including Canadian Friends of Hebrew University and the
government of Manitoba, and the law and business schools at U of M.
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Community news

The Romspen Fund now exceeds $800,000,000

Due to steady returns, month after month, year after year, and combined

with record low bank interest rates and choppy stock markets, the

demand for Romspen units has never been greater. The Romspen Fund

has now grown to $840,000,000. 

As manager of The Romspen Mortgage Investment Fund we wish to 

thank all of our investors for your valued confidence and support. 

We expect to resume our advertising program in the Fall. Until then, 

have a great summer!

416.966.1100
1.800.494.0389

www.romspen.com

162 Cumberland Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3N5

Commercial First Mortgages • Monthly Income Distribution • RRSP and RRIF Eligible

Watch for more

news in the Fall

or visit 

our website at

www.romspen.com

Mishpatim program life changing experience for first year
University of Manitoba law students

Students from the University of Manitoba Faculty of Law who par-
ticipated in the “Mishpatim” program, along with Professor BRIAN
SCHWARTZ (third from left), at a party held in their honour (along
with students from the One-Year Overseas Program) at Gail Asper’s
house, on June 21.

“The hope is eventual-
ly to have a program
that has a Manitoba

core, but accessible to
students across

Canada in both law
and business.”



By BERNIE BELLAN
It’s now too often we get to hear a story as fasci-

nating and gripping as that told by Rabbi Mark
Borovitz about his own personal journey of
redemption.

The senior rabbi and spiritual director of Beit
T’Shuvah, a residential addictions treatment centre
in Los Angeles, Borovitz was the special guest
speaker at the Jewish Child and Family Service’s
Annual Meeting Wednesday, June 6.

The title of Borovitz’s speech was “T’Shuvah –
Judaism’s Answer to the Myth of Perfection”.

Interlacing his remarks with frequent references
to his own story, Borovitz gave a pithy 20-minute
speech in which he elaborated upon the notion of
“T’Shuvah” and how it is such a central theme in
Judaism.

“T’Shuvah”, which is normally thought of as
“repentance” is more than that, Borovitz argued. It
includes repentance, but also “repairing, returning
and new responses,” he suggested.

“Most people don’t know what real T’Shuvah is,”
he said. “T’Shuvah teaches me how to say: ‘Yes, I
know I make mistakes.’ ”

Borovitz revealed his own personal struggle to
overcome the many scourges which he battled –
and admits that he continues to battle – throughout his life.

“I’m a recovering alcoholic and a former convict,” Borovitz, who is
now in his 50s, admitted.

“I come from a good Jewish family in Cleveland…I made a choice
to escape because I felt I wasn’t good enough.”

Turning time and time again to the issue of low self-esteem from
which so many addicts suffer, Borovitz urged audience members to
empathize with the many others in our community who may be har-

bouring addictive
behaviour: “There
are people in your
community – your
friends, your neigh-
bours, your parents,
your children – who
are suffering the
quiet disease of
addiction.”

While Borovitz
applauded the work
that the JCFS specifi-
cally has done in
serving the needs of
addicts in our com-
munity – especially
through the very
successful JACS pro-
gram (Jewish alco-
holics, chemically
dependent persons,
and significant oth-

ers), he lamented the blithely indifferent attitude
of so many young people toward the dangers
presented by drugs and alcohol.

Borovitz noted that, during an earlier presenta-
tion to Gray Academy students that day, “I had
kids who were arguing with me why it’s okay to
drink! They were 16 years old,” he added.

As for the notion that we, as Jews, must reach
out to less fortunate individuals within our com-
munity, Borovitz noted that the admonition to
“take care of widows and orphans” is mentioned
36 times in the Torah. “Nothing else is mentioned
as much in the Torah,” he added.

“It’s the Jewish Child and Family Services” for a
reason, Borovitz suggested.

Referring to his own story – one in which he fell
into a life of crime and addiction at an early age,
Borovitz, said that “addiction is about needing to
escape.”

“T’Shuvah”, in contrast, “teaches me to how to
go and say: ‘Yes, I know I make mistakes.’ ”

It’s not simply a case of saying “I’m sorry”, how-
ever. “It’s talking about the harm I brought to you.
It acknowledges the dignity and the humanity I
stole from you.”

Borovitz related how he phones his brother
each weekday – his brother lives on the East Coast of the U.S., while
Borovitz lives in L.A. “My brother and I are not afraid to tell each other
the truth because we’ve both done T’Shuvah,” he said.

Yet, what are the chances for an addict to truly reform him or her-
self? Better than you might think – according to Borovitz.

“People say a leopard doesn’t change its spots,” he noted. “It’s not
true. We have millions of people in the world who are recovering
addicts.”

While Borovitz himself is fully observant, he suggested that it is not
necessary for a Jewish addict to embrace Orthodox Judaism in order
to begin the road to recovery.

“I have nothing against orthodoxy,” he suggested, “but I don’t want
to live a life of ritual without meaning. I want meaning.”

Referring to family members who often pay nothing more than “lip
service” to the notion that a family member may be attempting to
recover from an addiction, Borovitz urged those individuals to ask
themselves: “Do you believe that members of your family who are in
recovery can really change or are you just paying lip service to the
idea?”

Within his own treatment centre, “Beit T’Shuvah”, which is home to
175 addicts (not all of whom are Jewish) who can stay anywhere up
to nine months, the success rate for staying “clean” is a remarkable
65% five years after treatment.

(Borovitz did not go into detail as to how Beit T’Shuvah’s treatment
program works, but for more on the subject, I suggest you refer to the
many articles about Beit T’Shuvah that can be found on the internet.)

In closing, Borovitz noted that he is available to talk with anyone
who might need to speak to him about his or her particular problem.
The phone number for Beit T’Shuvah is (310) 204-8910; website
address: beittshuvah.org. E-mail: info@beittshuvah.org
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Special guest speaker at JCFS Annual Meeting
Former convict and addict – now a rabbi: Rabbi Mark Borovitz

on the value of “T’Shuvah”

RABBI MARK BOROVITZ: “Most
people don’t know what real
T’Shuvah is. T’Shuvah teaches me
how to say: ‘Yes, I know I make
mistakes.’ ”

The JC&FS has
programs to assist
all segments of our
community. The

agency, for example, arranges foster homes
for children at risk; helps immigrant families
to find jobs and settle in; arranges visitors
and rides for isolated seniors; has a support
group – JACS – for members of our commu-
nity dealing with addiction; and provides
short term financial aid - for those facing a
temporary cash shortfall - through programs
such as the Asper Helping Hand Initiative,
the Eve and Harry Vickar Community
Assistance Program and the agency’s
Tzedakah Fund.

“As a community, we are responsible for
our most vulnerable members,” Shane said.

“Rabbi Tarfon observed that while we are
not obligated to complete our work, we are
not allowed to abandon it.”

The evening also included Mitzvah Award
presentations to Dr. Marty Weidman,
Shimon Segal and Natalie Ben, JC&FS
clients who shared their stories for JC&FS
video “Faces You Know. Stories You Don’t”;
volunteer Long term Service Awards to
Melanie Baruch (five years of volunteer ser-
vice), Harvey Appelle and Sigi Wasserman
(ten years) and Orah Kleiman (20 years);
along with a presentation by Rabbi Mark
Borovitz, the spiritual leader of Beit
Tshuvah, a residential Jewish addictions
treatment centre in Los Angeles. Borovitz is
a baal tshuvah who himself served time in a
California State prison. (See above story.)

JCFS AGM
Cont. from page 3.



By BERNIE BELLAN
The Judaic Studies Program at the University of Manitoba has

announced the hiring of a new instructor who will begin teaching a
second-year course in Yiddish this coming fall.

Itay Zutra comes to Winnipeg with a very accomplished resumé,
most recently as an instructor in Yiddish Language, Literature and
Culture at the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research in New York City.

Zutra, who was born, raised and educated in Israel (B.A. from the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and M.A. from Tel Aviv University),
will also be working as an instructor in Yiddish at the Gray Academy
beginning that school’s second semester this coming school year.

The new second-year course that Zutra will be teaching at the U of
M is intended for students who have taken Introductory Yiddish.

The course will be “mostly dedicated to classic readings in Yiddish
literature”, according to Zutra, who was in Winnipeg recently to meet
with Prof. Ben Baader, Co-Coordinator of Judaic Studies at the U of M,
along with Rory Paul, Head of Studies at the Gray Academy as well as
representatives of the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust (which
is helping to underwrite the cost of the new program).

This past year 40 students at the Gray Academy studied Yiddish
under the instruction of Ethel Amihude. 

According to Rachela Secter, who taught the first-year Yiddish course
at the U of M, enrollment in that course was low this past academic
year, although she noted that the study of Yiddish has been on the
upswing on other campuses in North America. Secter did say that part
of the problem has been making individuals who might be interested
in taking a Yiddish course aware of its existence.

Ben Baader also noted that “in previous years, the class enrolled up
to 20 students.”

In addition to his teaching duties, Zutra will be working on curricu-

lum development for the Gray Academy and the University of
Manitoba.

It should also be noted that anyone interested in auditing either the
first or second-year Yiddish courses can do so (at half the normal
tuition rate). 

For further information about the Yiddish courses at the University of
Manitoba, contact Anita King in the Judaic Studies Program at the
University of Manitoba, phone 474-6691, or e-mail
Anita.King@ad.umanitoba.ca

U of M introduces new Yiddish lecturer
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Despite truce, rockets still falling on Israel
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Rockets continued to fall on southern Israel

despite a truce with Gazan terrorist groups.
The Iron Dome missile defense system intercepted five rockets

fired at Ashkelon shortly after the truce, which was mediated by
Egypt, went into effect at 8 p.m. Sunday. Several rockets also hit
southern Israel on Sunday.

An Israeli man, 50, was seriously injured by shrapnel when a rock-
et exploded near a factory in Sderot.  A school in Sderot also was
damaged by rocket fire.

Israel struck several targets in Gaza over the weekend, according
to the Israeli military, including a terror cell about to detonate a
rocket. Hamas reported that at least three Palestinians were killed in
retaliatory attacks over the weekend, including a child and a terror-
ist.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at the start of the reg-
ularly scheduled Cabinet meeting on Sunday said “the IDF is taking
strong action against those who are attacking us and it will take
even stronger action if need be. Our policy is to use force in order
to restore security and quiet to the residents of the south.”

At least 150 rockets fired from Gaza have struck southern Israel
since the cross-border attacks began last week, the Israel Defense
Forces reported.

Social protests turn violent in Tel Aviv
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Social protests in Tel Aviv turned violent as

demonstrators shattered windows and attempted to break into
banks.

Some 2,000 people gathered Saturday night in Habima Square
protesting against socioeconomic inequality as well as police vio-
lence. Eighty-five people were arrested, Haaretz reported.

Though the police called to indict some 37 of the demonstrators,
the Tel Aviv Magistrates’ Court on Sunday ordered the release of all
the protesters, since none of them have a police record. The court
suggested that police should have released them for the duration of
the proceedings, according to Haaretz.   

The demonstration spread to banks in Tel Aviv as well as City Hall.
Windows were smashed in at least five bank branches, according to
reports. The protesters also blocked main thoroughfares in the cen-
ter of the city.

Some 24 hours earlier, 12 activists were arrested in social protests
in Tel Aviv, including Daphni Leef, a high-profile activist leader.
Protesters in the Friday night protests accused police of excessive
violence.

Newly-appointed Yiddish instructor ITAY ZUTRA, (left), along with
Professor BEN BAADER, Co-Coordinator of Judaic Studies at the U
of M.
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Congregation Shir Tikvah offers
High Holy Day Services

Quietly and without fanfare, Congregation Shir Tikvah has been
providing a comfortable, friendly, inclusive and participatory
Winnipeg alternative for traditional High Holy Day services for 10
years now. Shir Tikvah‘s conservative egalitarian services have
steadily gained in popularity, as Jewish community members have
been increasingly attracted to the grassroots congregation’s
haimish and welcoming atmosphere. This September, Shir Tikvah
expects about 200 people at its Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
services.

Shir Tikvah services are held at the Viscount Gort Hotel and led
by the talented and experienced trio of lay Rabbi Adam
Bronstone, Cantor Arky Berkal and Ba’al Shacharit Jared Trotman.
Bronstone and Trotman are former Winnipeggers who excitedly
return to their hometown for the High Holy Days, and Berkal, of
course, is a Winnipeg cantorial institution. Everyone who attends
Shir Tikvah services is invited to actively participate in them, either
by following along in a carefully selected Machzor that empha-
sizes transliteration and English commentary, or through more for-
mal honours such as aliyot and Torah and prayer readings. Tickets
for Congregation Shir Tikvah are reasonably priced so that entire
families can enjoy the services together. In addition to regular
adult tickets, the congregation offers special student and children’s
fares, as well as restricted tickets for just Rosh Hashanah or just
Yom Kippur. An early bird discount also is available to those who
purchase regular adult tickets before July 30, 2012. There are no
membership requirements! The congregation also offers on-site
child care, handicap access, ample free parking, a dry kiddish fol-
lowing Rosh Hashanah services, and a break-fast following Nilah
at the close of Yom Kippur.

A decade after its founding, Congregation Shir Tikvah clearly
remains an ideal option for community members looking for an
inviting, warm and meaningful High Holy Day experience.

Silver reappointed as Chancellor 
W I N N I P E G ,

MB – The
University of
Winnipeg’s Board
of Regents and
Senate have
jointly reappoint-
ed well-known
Winnipeg busi-
ness and commu-
nity leader Robert
(Bob) Silver to
serve a second
term as the
U n i v e r s i t y ’ s
Chancellor, effec-
tive July 1, 2012.
Silver, President
of Western Glove
Works, co-owner
of the Warehouse
One retail chain,
and co-owner of
the Winnipeg
Free Press and
Brandon Sun,
was first selected
to serve as
UWinnipeg’s 7th
Chancellor in
June 2009. 

“Bob Silver has
been a tireless
advocate for
UWinnipeg and
has brought real
commitment and
enthusiasm to his
role as
Chancellor,” said
Craig Lee, Chair
of the Board of
Regents. “He has
been a strong
contributor to the governance of the University, providing wise
council to me and as a Director of the University of Winnipeg
Foundation.”

“The University of Winnipeg plays an incredibly important role in
providing post-secondary education to our children, to providing
access to those in need, to bridging the gap between communities,
to practising and teaching inclusiveness, and to further developing
our downtown and our city,” said Silver. “I am honored to continue
in my role as Chancellor and to contribute to the university’s future.”

The position of Chancellor is a volunteer, renewable three-year
term. Primary responsibilities include participating in Convocations
and conferring degrees, participating in meetings of the Board of
Regents, Senate, and committees, as well as assisting with govern-
ment relations and promotion of the University.

Bob Silver - Biography 
Bob Silver obtained a Bachelor of Science degree with honours

from the University of Manitoba in 1970, majoring in Mathematics
and Statistics. Bob has been involved in business since 1970. Since
1980 he has been the President of Western Glove Works, a
Winnipeg-based company involved in the manufacturing and mer-
chandising of casual apparel. He is also co-owner and director of
Western Glove Works and Warehouse One retail clothing chain. He
is the President and beneficial owner of RIS Media Ltd., a General
Partner of FP Canadian Newspapers Limited Partnership. He is also
a founder of Canterbury Park. Some of Bob’s volunteer positions
have included: Co-Chair, Premier’s Economic Advisory Council
Chair, Smart Park at the University of Manitoba Member, Business
Council of Manitoba Board Member, Canadian Apparel Federation
Board Member, Destination Winnipeg. 

“Bob Silver has been a tireless
advocate for UWinnipeg and
has brought real commitment
and enthusiasm to his role as
Chancellor,” said Craig Lee,

Chair of the Board of Regents.
“He has been a strong contrib-
utor to the governance of the

University, providing wise
council to me and as a Director
of the University of Winnipeg

Foundation.”

BOB SILVER, Chancellor, The University of
Winnipeg



By MYRON LOVE
Rachel Browne is being remembered by

those in Winnipeg’s dance community as an
outstanding teacher and mentor as well as a
warm and generous person.

“I had the greatest of admiration for her,”
says Shelly Shearer, the founder of Shelley
Shearer School of Dance, of Browne, who
died suddenly at the age of 77 on June 10 in
Ottawa. “She was my first dancing teacher (at
the Nenad Lhotka School of Dance) and was
an inspiration to me. I still use many of the
techniques she taught me in my own dancing
program. All of us in the dancing community
are saddened by her loss.” 

Brent Lott is the current artistic director for
Winnipeg’s Contemporary Dancers, the
modern dance company that Browne found-
ed in 1964. “As a teacher, she was so articu-
late, so musical that it was a pleasure to be in
one of her classes,” recalls Lott who was a
student in the Contemporary Dancers’ pro-
fessional program.

He recalls dancing for her in an anti-war
group piece she created as well as a solo per-
formance – a tribute to a dancer who had
died.

He became the dance company’s artistic
director in 1999. “Rachel was very support-
ive,” he says. “She was always available with
advise and suggestions whenever I had any
questions.”

Browne was born Ray Minkoff in
Philadelphia in 1934 to Russian Jewish immi-
grants. A ballet dancer from the age of six,
she moved to New York the day after she
graduated from high school. There was
already a Ray Minkoff in the performers’
union, so she adopted the name Rachel.

When her mentor, Benjamin Harkarvy, was
hired to lead the Royal Winnipeg Ballet in
1957, he brought Browne here as a dancer. 

She danced with the RWB until 1961, but
quit to raise a family with her first husband,
Don Browne. She later said although she was
deeply musical, she never had the body type
to be a ballet star.

Browne was unhappy as a stay-at-home
wife. She missed dance. In 1964, she began
to choreograph in a non-classical way and
formed Winnipeg’s Contemporary Dancers,
Canada’s first professional modern troupe. In
the early days of her new dance company, she
served as the administrator, fundraiser and
publicist as well as the main dancer and
choreographer. She travelled frequently to
New York to study modern technique.

“She forged her own destiny,” Shearer says.
She served as artistic director of WCD for nearly 20 years. At its peak

in the mid-1970s, WCD undertook extensive tours, commissioned
works from prominent and emerging choreographers and had 1,000
subscribers. 

In 1982, she and the WCD parted company and she forged a new
career as a freelance choreographer and teacher. She created more
than 80 works in total, many dealing with women’s experiences. She
remained active as a choreographer, teacher and dancer until her
death. Her latest work was premiered by Contemporary Dancers this
past May.

Browne was the subject of a biography, “Dancing Toward the Light”,
by writer Carol Anderson, which was published in 1999. She was
invested into the Order of Canada in 1997. She was also recognized
with the 1995 Jean A. Chalmers Award for Creativity in Dance, the
2000 Canada Council Jacqueline Lemieux Prize and a lifetime
achievement award from the Manitoba Arts Council. In 2008, WCD
renamed its performance venue the Rachel Browne Theatre in tribute
to her. A legacy fund in her name raised $150,000.

Browne was in Ottawa for Canada Dance Festival, where the WCD
company was to perform Lott’s 97 Positions of the Heart.

She is survived by daughters Ruth Asper, Miriam Browne and
Annette Browne and grandchildren Daniel, Rebecca and Max Asper.
Browne’s second husband, Ben Sokoloff, died in 2004.
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Contemporary Dancers founder Rachel Browne dies suddenly in Ottawa

RACHEL BROWNE

“As a teacher, she was so 
articulate, so musical that it

was a pleasure to be in one of
her classes.”

True Believer - 1969, choreography: Robert
Moulton, Rachel Browne with Ron
Holbrook. Photo: J. Coleman Fletcher.

Caring Compassionate PCaring Compassionate Professional Srofessional Serviceervice
you’ve come to trust

Call Elba Haid or
Angela Pollett at

REALCARE
day or night

Ph: (204) 957-7325
fax: (204) 975-1065

e-mail: elbahaid@realcare.ca
Offices at 1008-213 Notre Dame Ave.

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 1N3

Providing:
❤ Alzheimer Care ❤ Palliative Care ❤ Post-Operative Care 
❤ Stroke Care ❤ Long-Term Care ❤ Rehabilitation 
❤ Respite ❤ ‘Coming home’ new Moms and infants

Provided by: INSURED & BONDED
❤ RN’s ❤ LPN’s ❤ Health Care Aides
❤ Home Support Workers ❤ Companions

We offer a variety of programs and services - 
- individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
- Free nursing assessment
- 24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
- At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
- Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Elba Haid
President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

Visions Fugitives - 1965, choreography:
Nenad Lhotka.
(l-r): Jill Lhotka, Janice Narvey, Marilyn
Lewis, Rachel Browne (2nd from right),
Jennifer Ingram. Photo: J. Coleman Fletcher.

Interiors - 1976, choreography: Rachel
Browne, Rachel Browne with Kenith Lipitz.
Photo: Gerry Kopelow.



By BERNIE BELLAN
It’s hard to believe, but Prof. Haskel Greenfield has been a

Winnipegger for 23 years now.
For those of us who remember meeting the dashing, young profes-

sor who came here around the same time that the “Indiana Jones”
movies were being released, it was as if a Jewish “Indiana Jones” had
landed in our midst.

Here is how one article about Greenfield that appeared in the March
12, 1997 issue of The Jewish Post & News, written by Leslie Malkin,
described him:

‘We often find interesting things below the surface. And Haskel
Greenfield believes the roots to his career choice as an archaeologist
are found in his Orthodox Jewish upbringing…

‘Greenfield, who has been teaching at the U of M since 1989, has
no doubt he would have become a rabbi like his father and grandfa-
ther before him, had his parents not gone through a “brutal” divorce,
which was somewhat of a public shame in the 1960s.

‘ “The community sort of turned their back on my mother,” he says.
‘ “I grew up with the stories of David and Solomon and the other

lore derived from our oral history and the Talmud,” says Greenfield of
the rabbinic household into which he was born in New Jersey.’ “

For the past three decades, Greenfield has been working on archae-
ological digs in such far-flung locations as Serbia, Bosnia, Romania,
Greece, Turkey, South Africa, and most recently, Israel (not to mention
his work on material from the United States and Canada). He has been
working with his anthropologist-archaeologist wife (and frequent col-
laborator) Tina Jongsma-Greenfield, whom he met and married here,
and with whom he has two young boys (Noah 12 and Boaz 8) and a
daughter (Channah 15), in addition to his daughter Rachael (from a
previous marriage, who moved here with him in 1989).

Fast forward to 2012. Greenfield’s whose home base is in the
Department of Anthropology and St. Paul’s College at the University of
Manitoba. He was just recently awarded a $2,694,791 Partnerships
Grant from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council
(SSHRC), an agency of the federal government (that promotes and sup-
ports postsecondary research and training in the humanities and social
sciences).

Greenfield will partner with fellow archaeologist Aren Maeir of Bar-
Ilan University in Israel. In addition, Bar-Ilan University and the
University of Manitoba have promised additional funding, bringing
the total to over $4,000,000. This is possibly the single largest grant for
excavation in Israel that has ever been awarded.

According to the press release issued by St. Paul’s, “researchers will
spend seven years sifting through day-to-day life of a city at least
4,500 years old.

“University of Manitoba archaeologist Haskel Greenfield will co-
lead a $2.7 million research project in central Israel, digging up one

of the world’s earli-
est neighborhoods
to find out what
urban life was like
thousands of years
ago.

“Their team will
unearth buried
streets and houses
from 2500 BC
(about 4,500 years
ago) at the ancient
site of Tell es-Safi, a
city likely destroyed
by fire during bat-
tle.”

(Tell es-Safi is
located some 30
miles southwest of
Jerusalem.)

“To date, most of
what we know about
early urban life is
based on macro-
scopic approaches
to archaeology. This
will be the first time
that archeologists
will investigate a
lower-class neigh-
bourhood on a

microscopic level in order to see what daily life was like for common
folk.

‘For example, they will analyze the soil on site to detect what
decomposed in that very spot. Greenfield wants to uncover every
detail he can about everyday life in this early community, from what
chores the people did and the vermin they had to contend with to the
tools they used and foods they ate.

‘ “Imagine somebody coming back to your kitchen a thousand years
from now. Most items are perishable; you’d see pots, pans and plates
maybe but foods would have been lost. This scientific approach allows
us to also get at the foods,” says Greenfield. ‘We want to really see
how the spaces were used.

‘During this seven-year project, they expect to locate and analyze
human and animal remains, along with more than 100,000 artifacts.
They’ll use leading-edge digital scanning technology, which will
enable 3D modeling of the excavation area and preserve the removed
layers virtually.

‘ “To understand how we organize our lives today, you have to
understand where we came from,” says Greenfield. “Modern life in
cities and neighbourhoods, whether it’s River Heights or St. James or
East Kildonan, really has its origins going back 5,000 years ago to the
early cities elsewhere.” ‘ 

The Tell es-Safi project has its origins many years ago. According to
the official website maintained by the general director of the excava-
tion project, Prof. Aren Maeir of Bar Ilan University
(www.faculty.biu.ac.il/~maeira/), Tell es-Safi is believed to be the loca-
tion of the ancient Philistine city of Gath.

“It was from Gath that Goliath, the fabled champion of the
Philistines came, and it was the king of Gath, Achish, who played an
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Professor Haskel Greenfield awarded $2.7 million grant to
continue digging in Israel

“I grew up with the stories of David and Solomon and the other lore
derived from our oral history and the Talmud,” says Greenfield of the
rabbinic household into which he was born in New Jersey, in a story
that originally appeared in the March 12, 1997 issue of The Jewish
Post & News.

Part of the dig underway at Tell es-Safi, which is located some 30
miles southwest of Jerusalem, and is believed to be the site of the
ancient Phillistine city of Gath (home of the giant Goliath).

Continued on page 15. See “Haskel Greenfield”.



important role in the story of the
young King David,” writes Prof.
Maeir.

While other Philistine cities such as
Ashkelon, Ashdod and Ekron have been excavated and “fascinating
aspects of their culture have been revealed… until recently, very little
archaeological research had been conducted at” Tell es-Safi, accord-
ing to Maeir,.

Greenfield, along with various students from the University of
Manitoba (as well as many more from Bar-Ilan University and other
partner institutions) has been working at the Tell es-Safi site for sever-
al years now.

The grant that he has just received will allow him to continue work-
ing on the site for another seven years, says Greenfield.

In an e-mail that he recently sent to me, Greenfield noted that the
work in which he is engaged there “is a continuation of the work that
we began several years ago, but the scale has increased dramatically.
We will be spending parts of each summer at Safi in Israel for the next
seven years, in addition to our other excavations in Israel and Turkey.”

Greenfield went on to explain that “Tell es-Safi, identified as
Canaanite Safit and Philistine Gath (home of biblical Goliath!) and
Medieval ‘Blanche Garde,’ is one of the largest pre-classical sites in
the Levant, settled continuously from late Prehistoric into Modern
times. Since 1996, excavations at the site (directed by Prof. Aren M.
Maeir) have revealed fascinating and ground-breaking finds, including
the earliest known siege system in the world, the earliest deciphered
Philistine inscription, and extremely rich and well-preserved evidence
of various cultures, peoples, and historical events, spanning some six
millennia of occupation.”

In response to a question that I asked him whether he and his team
are working on a different section of the Tell es-Safi site than Prof.
Maier, Greenfield responded that “We are working collaboratively on
the same part of the site. We have integrated our two teams. We don’t
work on our own. In other sections of the site, they work on their own
or in collaboration with other teams (e.g. universities from Korea,
Australia, USA, etc.). But, in our area, it is the U of M and BIU teams
that work together. Each one of us brings different specialties to the
mix, which enhances the overall quality of the endeavour.”

I asked Greenfield: “What are some of the most interesting discov-
eries you’ve come across of late?”

He responded: “One of the most interesting discoveries was that of
the complete skeleton of a domestic donkey (Equus asinus) found
buried in a shallow pit under the floor of an Early Bronze Age house.
It appears to have had its head decapitated, which was laid on its
stomach. Its legs were bound together. We interpret it as a sacrifice
that was made in order to bless the construction of a new neighbour-
hood. Asses in this period are very valuable animals. There are no
horses or camels yet in this region. As a result, it is not only a pack

animal, of which
there are figurines
from this period
showing them carry-
ing goods, but we
also know from vari-
ous cuneiform and
Egyptian texts that
these were consid-
ered to be very spe-
cial animals. For
example, they were
used by royalty for
riding.”

Finally, in
response to a ques-
tion in which I asked
him whether there
was anything else he
might like to add,
Greenfield wrote:

“In our part of the
city at Tell es-Safi,
we are excavating a
commoner neigh-
bourhood. Other
parts of the city are
too deeply buried
(under 30 meters in
some places of later
settlements). It is
impossible to get
access to an entire
city at the same site

as a result. From this period, a palace has been excavated at a nearby
site (Yarmouth), a temple with large altars at another site (Megiddo),
etc. As a result, we will be able to piece together a picture of the
nature of these early urban settlements by using information collected
from all of these sites.”

Anyone who is traveling to Israel between July 1-27 is invited to visit
the site of this fascinating archaeological dig.

For further information about the dig that will be taking place those
weeks, go to http://digs.bib-arch.org/digs/tell-es-safi-gath.asp. Anyone
wishing to visit the dig site is asked to do so by prior appointment,
which can be done through this website.

Haskel Greenfield can be reached at haskel.greenfield@ad.umanito-
ba.ca.
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NEBAL Research Team:

 

to the Near Eastern and Biblical Archaeology 
Laboratory (NEBAL) Research Team (in association 
with Bar-Ilan University) on receiving a $2.7 million 
Partnerships Grant from the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council to excavate in central 
Israel for the next seven years. 
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Haskel Greenfield
Cont. from page 14.

NOAH GREENFIELD (left), age 12,  along with brother BOAZ
GREENFIELD (age 8), who are with HASKELL and TINA JONGSMA-
GREENFELD on the dig at Tell es-Safi.



Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN
Here’s a little secret: I knew

that the all-Yiddish production of
“Fiddler on the Roof” that was
presented June 13 & 14 as the
closing acts of this year’s
“Mameloshen” was going to be a
smash hit.

I had been privileged to allow
to watch the show in rehearsal -
and with the kind of all-star cast
that was assembled for this show,
it wasn’t much of a stretch to
anticipate that this was going to
be a show that would leave
many Winnipeggers who weren’t
there to see it wishing that it
could be put on again.

After all, this was the first-ever
Canadian production of
“Fiddler” in Yiddish and,
although it wasn’t a full-length
version of the show - and the all-Winnipeg cast was forced to resort to
glancing at songbooks, the quality of this particular production left
everyone in the audience somewhat astonished.

Those were all volunteers on stage! While some of them were pro-
fessional entertainers in other aspects of their lives, this was a group
of individuals who came together for the sheer joy of challenging
themselves to try and do something that was unprecedented in
Canada: Recreate one of the greatest musicals of all time in the lan-
guage of the author who inspired the show in the first place: Sholem
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Yiddish “Fiddler on the Roof” brings the “roof” down

Show Producer KINZEY POSEN

(l-r): DEBBIE MASLOWSKY (Chava); MALISSA
MAGOREL (Hodel); and SHAYLA FINK (Tzeitlel).

(l-r) DOREEN BROWNSTONE (Yente); JILL
BRANDES (Fruma Sarah); MIRIAM BRONSTEIN
(Goldeh);’ and BONNIE ROBINSON.

(l-r); PERRY RUBENFELD (Tevye); JERRY COHEN (Lazar Wolf); RAFI
HOULT (Nochem the Beggar); and BONNIE ROBINSON (Grandma
Zeitel).

Continued on
page 17. See
“Fiddler”.

Orchestra (l-r); NATALIA ZELINSKI (violin); JEFF
GORDON (drums);  KARL KOHUT(bass); and
RON KRUG (Keyboards, Musical Director).



Aleichem.
Under the direction of pro-

ducer Kinzey Posen and
director Debbie Maslowsky,

the 12-member cast carried off what was, for many of
them, a most difficult assignment: Sing some of the
best-known songs in musical history in a language that
was actually foreign to them.

With transliterations put together by Rochelle
Zucker, the cast members who did not actually read or
speak Yiddish were able to transition seamlessly into
flawless “Yiddishists”. And, with giant subtitles pro-
jected on a screen at the rear of the stage, those mem-
bers of the audience who weren’t able to follow the
Yiddish words were able to understand what was
being sung.

And, what can you say about the voices of the cast
members? Kudos to Perry Rubenfeld, who filled in as
Tevye, when the original person who was supposed to
play the part had to bow out. Perry’s pleasant voice set
the tone immediately as he led the cast members in a
rendition of “Di Toyreh” (“Tradition”), and he and
Miriam Bronstein as Golde combined for a lovely ver-
sion of “Leebst Mir Zertzeh?” “Do you love me?”

One after another, each of the cast members stepped
up, with special mention for Justin Odwak, who con-
tinues to wow Winnipeg audiences with his amazing
tenor voice. When Justin took centre stage as the
Cossack who interrupts the singing of “To life”, and
began belting out his solo, anyone who had never
heard this amazing young talent sing before must have
wondered when would be the next time we would have that opportu-
nity.

If there was any dissatisfaction with this particular show, it was that
is simply wasn’t long enough. With what seems to have been an end-
less series of fund-raisers this past month and a half, many of which
featured entertainment brought in from outside Winnipeg, who would
have thought that by far the best entertainment would come from
members of our own community? Maybe there’s a lesson there for

some other Jewish organizations: Why look
outside the community for entertainment
when we have such outstanding performers
right here in our midst?

Finally, we all owe a debt to Laurie
Mainster, who had the original idea years
ago to put on an-all Yiddish version of
excerpts from “Fiddler on the Roof”. Laurie,

along with Tamar Barr of the Rady JCC, have been the driving forces
behind Mameloshen since its inception five years ago. Thank you, as
well, to the I. L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust, which has co-
sponsored Mameloshen from its inception (with the Rady Centre).

What a terrific contribution to our cultural legacy it’s become.
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Honouring our past as we move toward the future
Herzlia – Adas Yeshurun

250 Winnipeggers gathered at 
the Ft. Garry Hotel on May 17th, 2012 

to celebrate the many years of community service 
provided by these dedicated professionals.  

The Dinner raised $25,000 for  
Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun’s  

 
 truly memorable evening. 

Photo credit:

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

JUSTIN ODWAK (Motel and
Cossack dancer).

PERRY RUBENFELD and MIRIAM BRON-
STEIN performing “Leebst Mir Zertzeh?”
(“Do You Love Me?”)

Fiddler
Cont. from page 16.
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Dr. David Kideckel has a triple passion
– a passion for science, a passion for busi-
ness and a passion for people. It’s these qual-
ities that will make David a driving force in
the next science-2-business wave.

With a PhD in neuroimaging statistics and
a certificate in neuroscience – both from the
Institute of Medical Science at the University
of Toronto – nobody can doubt David’s sci-
entific credentials or his strong interest in the
life sciences. But somewhere in the middle
of all the hard work of earning his PhD,
David began to catch another bug. “I fell in
love with the business side of science.”

Like others in his field, David sees a real
need to strengthen Canada’s science and
business capacity to take winning life sci-
ences products from molecules to commer-
cial success.

Bridging the Divide
A few years ago, David began honing his business and leadership skills.
David served for three years on the Institute of Medical Science Students’

Association (IMSSA) council and was elected IMSSA President during his
final year of doctoral studies. He also co-founded and served as Vice-
President of the University of Toronto’s Graduate Management Consulting
Association (GMCA). As his interest in business grew, he took on intern-
ships as a business development professional with two biotech startups run
out of the MaRS Discovery District in Toronto.

In 2009, David was one of only three Canadians selected world-wide to
take part in the Novartis International Biotechnology Leadership event at
Novartis world headquarters in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

“While I was there, Dr. Eric Lander, the Founding Director of the Broad
Institute at MIT and President Obama’s appointed co-Chair of the
President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology, gave one of the
most inspiring talks I’ve ever heard.”

It was on the future of genetics and its impact on humanity. David knew
this was how he wanted to make a difference.

Results
Today, David is actively pursuing the tools he needs to realize his dream.

With the help of a Science-2-Business grant from the Canadian Institutes
of Health Research (CIHR), David is majoring in health care management
and consulting at the Rotman School of Management’s MBA program. He
is also working full-time with the Janssen Pharmaceutical Companies of
Johnson & Johnson, where he is part of a team of talented pharmaceutical
professionals launching new medicines into the Canadian marketplace.

“I’m learning to translate business needs into science and science needs
into business. This will allow me to make a real difference to patients
across Canada.”

“CIHR has it bang on with this program. It’s the individuals with a com-
bination of business and science skills that will drive the future of the
Canadian innovation economy. Currently, we have a deficit of these skills.
Investing in these kinds of people will put Canada on par, if not ahead of
other countries in the world in the innovation game – especially in com-
mercializing scientific products in the highly competitive life sciences mar-
ket.”

David is rapidly picking up hands-on experience. “Being at the Rotman
School is amazing. The health care program offers the chance to learn from
some of the world’s finest.” Janssen Inc. has been incredibly supportive
during his MBA. David credits Janssen’s support as a key driver in his pro-
fessional development.

Earlier this year he participated in the Rotman Entrepreneurship and
Venture Capital Association Annual Business Plan Competition. David led
a team of business professionals and scientists in the development of a
business plan for Cyclica Therapeutics – a real life sciences start-up – and
then led the pitch to some of Canada’s leading business experts and ven-
ture capitalists. Capturing first prize, the company will compete in 2012 in
an international business plan competition in Houston, Texas.

Both a scientist and an entrepreneur at heart, David is adamant about
giving something back to his community. Already, he is an active mentor
to those coming along behind him. “There are so many people who want
to combine their scientific and business skills.” As president of the IMSSA,
one of David’s goals was to find a way to develop Canada’s first joint PhD-
MBA program. After several years of hard work, David and his team are
thrilled to see the University of Toronto ready to launch just such a pro-
gram.

David’s ultimate goal is to help power innovation in Canada, and
through his work at Janssen, to take that innovation and use it to improve
patient care in Canada. Clearly, he’s already started leading that science-2-
business wave.

Source:  Powering the science-2-business wave (http://www.cihr-
irsc.gc.ca/e/45376.html). Ottawa: Canadian Institutes of Health Research,
2012. Reproduced with the permission of the Canadian Institutes of Health
Research, 2012.

Science
Dr. David Kideckel: 

Combining science with business

DR. DAVID KIDECKEL
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By MYRON LOVE
Come the fall, the

Women’s Yiddish Reading
Circle will have a new
chair in the person of
Sharon Graham. Graham,
a Ph.D. candidate in the
University of Manitoba
Department of History,
has, in recent years, served
as the program co-ordina-
tor at the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue (2008-2009)
and secretary of the con-
gregation’s Darfur
Committee. She was most
recently the Jewish
Heritage Centre of
Western Canada’s acting
office manager.

Graham’s introduction to
the Women’s Yiddish
Reading Circle came as a
student. She was a key fig-
ure in arranging the record-
ings over the past year by
Circle members Luba Cates,
Luba Dimmerman, Lil
Frohlich, Edith Kimelman,
Esther Leven, Arnice Pollock
and Roz Usiskin of Yiddish
stories and poems by
women writers, a project
co-ordinated by Professor
Ben Baader of the University
of Manitoba Department of
Judaic Studies in co-opera-
tion with Professor Warren
Cariou of the university’s
Department of Creative Writing and Oral Culture.

Graham was officially introduced in her new role at the Reading
Circle’s annual wind-up dinner on Thursday, June 7. At the same time,
Circle members paid a heartfelt tribute to outgoing founding chair
Jeanette Block.

“In Kohelet,” said Edith Kimelman in her praise of the honoree, “it is
written that there is a time for everything. But I am at a loss as to how
to apply this to Jeanette.

“Under her guidance, we became readers, story tellers, translators,
actors and comedians. She had the ability to bring out the best in us.
She has been a true leader.”

Jeanette Block has always been a community leader. A social worker
by training, she became a pioneer in gerontology studies and a strong
advocate against elder abuse. She served as a professor at the University
of Winnipeg and, in retirement, she and her late husband, Sam, volun-
teered their services with CESO (Canadian Executive Services Overseas)
lending their expertise to Aboriginal communities in Manitoba.

It was Block’s involvement in the Winnipeg Jewish Public Library in
its last days that led her to found the Women’s Yiddish Reading Circle.
She was looking for a way to save some of the Yiddish books and give
them new life. When the library closed its doors for good in 2000,
Block was able to have some of the books relocated to the Gwen
Secter Creative Living Centre (most were transferred to the Kaufman
Silverberg Library at the Campus for the Yiddish Vinkel) which became
the host location for the Reading Circle. 

“It has been quite a ride,” Block said in addressing her sister Reading
Circle members. “I have been involved in a number of different orga-
nizations and met a lot of good people. But our Reading Circle has
been special.”

She described the group as Hamish. She noted the diversity of opin-
ion among the members reflecting all of our community’s different
ideologies.

“Everyone has always felt welcome,” she said. 
“I have always been surprised how well our numbers have held up

over the years. We always averaged 16-20 participants no matter what
the weather.”

(The group meets monthly from September through June.)
She observed that her own Yiddish has improved considerably over

the past 12 years.
Block reviewed the highlights over the past year including the

recordings, a group visit to the Jewish Heritage Centre to view its
Adele Wiseman collection, readings by Edith Kimelman, Menorah
Waldman, Arnice Pollock and Esther Leven and a reading of a book

written by a Holocaust survivor who had been the matron of an
orphanage in the Lodz Ghetto and subsequently moved to Australia.

She reported that a new project for the fall for the Reading Circle
will be translating more than 200 letters written in Yiddish by Adele
Wiseman to her parents. The work is being undertaken in co-operation
with the Jewish Heritage Centre.

In her greetings, wind-up dinner chairperson Arnice Pollock noted
the passing of Miriam Zucker in January. Zucker, who was 97, was one
of the original members of the Reading Circle and continued to attend
as often as she could almost to the time of her passing.

As well, Ben Baader announced that Professor Itay Zutra has been
appointed to fill the new I.L Peretz School Foundation Chair in Yiddish
at the University of Manitoba beginning in the fall. Zutra will be teach-
ing a second year course in Yiddish Language and Literature at the
University and he will also be teaching Yiddish at the Grey Academy. 

The evening ended with a selection of Yiddish songs from the con-
cert CD “A Bis’l Zun” by Michael Smolash.

New chair for Women’s Yiddish Reading Circle

Readers l-r: ARNICE POLLOCK, ESTHER LEVEN, ROZ USISKIN,
EDITH KIMELMAN, LUBA CATES.

l-r JEANETTE BLOCK, EDITH
KIMELMAN

SHARON GRAHAM

Brian L. Mackenzie
MMaasstteerr SSttyylliisstt // CCoolloouurr TTeecchhnniicciiaann

&& MMaakkee--uupp AArrttiisstt

Dynamic hand-painted techniques & personalized signature
design colours help you make a unique statement...
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I imagine when the
“Y” Sports Dinner
Organizing Committee
first met to talk
amongst themselves as
to who might be a suit-
able feature speaker at
their 40th Annual
event, some sage may
have proffered that it

would be a jolly good idea to explore the
possibility of locating a former pro hockey
star of some renown and, at the same time,
cash in on Jets’ fever, for which an antidote
has yet to be discovered in order to cure the
seemingly pervasive and incurable affliction. 

The astute individual who made the sug-
gestion at the meeting was likely, at some
future date, to be gifted by 40 year-dinner
Chair Ken Kronson to a bagel and coffee at
Tim Horton’s. The latter may later have
altered the allegedly generous offer to a muf-
fin and coffee for only $1.39 at McDonalds
(plus tax) since he wanted virtually every
cent raised to be spent in support of the
Rady CC.

And so it came to pass for only the fifth
time in four decades that a hockey player,
Mark Messier, was invited to dine at a “Y”
dinner, following the likes of Bobby and
Dennis Hull, Bernie “Boom Boom”
Geoffrion, and Phil Esposito.

The dinner began at an earlier hour than
usual, at 5:45, and a throng of approximate-
ly 1300 patient patrons at the Winnipeg
Convention Centre finally was introduced to
Messier, the six-time Stanley Cup winner,
who was a power forward, a two-way left
winger and sometime centre with the Oilers,
Canucks, and Rangers. 

The Edmonton native who was - go figure -
not drafted until the third round (48th overall) in the 1979 NHL
Entry Draft didn’t disappoint. In hockey lingo, he scored a natural
hat trick and was, in my humble opinion, a natural speaker. 

MC Michael Landsberg, the host of TSN’s highly acclaimed 30-
minute daily sports debate show, “Off the Record”, also added class
to the proceedings and introduced Messier by remarking that “I
have never met a more gracious guy than Mark.”

At that juncture, directly in front of the head table on a raised
platform, Michael, who has been with TSN since its inception in
1984, sat down casually with Messier on chesterfield-style chairs, a
format similar to that of his popular show, and an interview ensued.
Audience participation followed. It was as if the audience had the
opportunity to visit the sport network’s studio. 

Landsberg’s initial query of Messier was regarding the impact that
the August 1988 trade of Wayne Gretzky from Edmonton to L.A.
had upon him, his teammates, and the Alberta community at large. 

Mark recalled the details as if the shocking transaction had hap-
pened only days ago: “We heard the rumour and we didn’t believe
it was true. He was like a brother. When the news came through it
was very disappointing. After getting past the bitterness we realized
we had the responsibility (as a team) to carry on. It felt empty later,
winning the Stanley Cup without him. 

“As great a player as Wayne was, one guy doesn’t win it. We were
able to hang in, but it wasn’t as gratifying. There is no question that
Gretzky was the undisputed leader. I was the more vocal one, but
Gretzky led us by example. When Wayne spoke, he was passion-
ate.”

As for his own career, Messier explained that he never played the
game for the numbers; although the Hall of Famer who in 1756
games scored 694 goals and set up 1193 recalled that one of his
career highlights was his first goal with his mom there on October
13/79 against the Red Wings. 

Landsberg then posed a question that is foremost today on the
minds of most fans and hockey players alike, regarding player safe-
ty. Messier grew serious when he responded that “players have to
be kept safer. Our game is often about intimidation. There appears
to be less respect for other players today. Equipment is now much
lighter, bigger, and like a weapon. I think our kids are starting to
lose their survival instincts and protecting yourself at all times is not
being taught,” explained the well-spoken 51-year-old who himself
is contributing his vast experience and knowledge to help make the

fastest game in the world a safer one to play. 
Messier, when with the Rangers in New York

in 2001, on a day which will live in infamy
(9/11), talked about his team’s participation
and efforts to, in some small way, bring com-
fort to the injured and the victims’ families of
the unspeakable tragedy. 

“We came down to visit the people who
were looking for their families and to help
raise moneys,” he said solemnly.

Messier actually grew in stature when
Gretzky left and he assumed the captaincy of
his team. “I learned to understand my mates,”
he said. “I began to understand why certain
people do certain things. I recall one player
who, in the seventh game of the Stanley Cup,
froze. He couldn’t play. He tried, but he
couldn’t. From a team standpoint you can’t
treat everybody the same. Our coach, Glen
Sather, was the best at understanding that. As
the captain, it was my responsibility to moni-
tor the team. The power of the team was in
understanding each other and recreating a
certain atmosphere so that we could win.” 

The intelligent and insightful Messier also
pondered aloud the upcoming collective bar-
gaining agreements between owners and play-
ers. He was neither optimistic nor pessimistic.
“It’s going to be an interesting September for
us. Here we are facing more problems. We
need to find a common way to work together.
I don’t think long term contracts are good.
Chicago dealt their players right after they
won the Stanley Cup. Could be the end of
dynasties. If there is a work stoppage; then
we’ll both be going down the wrong road,” he
imparted.

Ever wonder why players shake hands when
a series is over? “It boils down to a healthy
respect,” said Mark.” It’s a real exercise in dis-
cipline and respect for the game. A lot of great

players played before us. It’s a great lesson in humility if you do
lose. It’s an art to win.”

Yes, it was only the fifth time a hockey legend spoke at the din-
ner. Give him five stars; he delivered.

POST PATTER: 
Kudos to Justin Odwak with Tatyana Smolyaninov at the piano for

their outstanding performances of O Canada and Hatikvah. 
The “Jewish Athlete of the Year” Award went to Western Hockey

League forward Brendan Leipsic of the Portland Winterhawks. Kyle
Doering (curling); Caleb Rutner (wrestling); Jessica Meyers
(Equestrian); and Yael Kaplan (basketball); in any other year could
have been worthy of the title. 

Maccabiah Hockey champions for 2011-12 were Atlas Property
Management and the Heart and Soul Award Recipient went to
James Cohen.

Both Ken Kronson (40 years) and Ernie Nairn (39), two all star vol-
unteers, were also singled out for their long-time dedication to the
“Y”. 

Well spoken lawyer Sheree Walder, whom I worked with in the
early years of the Jets, she with Standard Broadcasting when
females were rare in the business, and I with Canadian Press, intro-
duced her long-time friend, Honouree Gail Asper, President of the
Asper Foundation. Describing the latter as dynamic and well-spo-
ken would be an understatement.

The Bert Knazan Award went to Micah Sommer, who exhibited
excellence in athletic performance and good sportsmanship.

Not surprisingly, comedian Alonzo Bodden had the audience in
the palm of his hand. 

Also introduced to the audience were the latest additions to the
Rady Sports Wall of Honour: Syd Bercovich (soccer); Reesa
Simmonds (marathon runner); Robin Braha (competitive fitness);
Sam Hochman Z’L (soccer); Marci Saifer (tennis); Jamie Michaels
(wrestling); Elizabeth Sera (rugby, wrestling); and Ron Meyers Z’L
(builder and sportswriter). 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and
covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast
News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports
to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-
mail: harv360@shaw.ca

“Y” Sports Dinner had many highlights

SYD BERCOVICH, one of the inductees
to the Rady JCC Sports Wall of Honour,
pictured here as a 13-year-old soccer
player.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN
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By BERNIE BELLAN
The story behind the inception of what is

now arguably the most successful annual fund-
raising dinner in Winnipeg, the “Y” Sports
Dinner, is a simple one.

As Ken Kronson, the only chair that the “Y”
Sports Dinner committee has ever known, tells
it, it was around 1971 that the idea for holding
a sports dinner began to take shape.

It began with a house basketball league that
used to play out of the former Y.M.H.A. on
Hargrave.

“One day when we arrived in the gym to
play basketball, we found that there wasn’t a
single basketball we could use,” Kronson
explains.

“So the guys on both teams put some money
into a hat and bought new balls for the Y,” he
says.

Still, it was quite an indication how hard-up
the Y was for proper equipment at that time.

At the same time Kronson notes, he had been
quite good friends with two legendary
Winnipeg sports figures: Jack Matheson, for-
mer Winnipeg Tribune Sports Editor; and Jack
Wells, radio and TV sportscaster. Kronson says
that he had got to know both men as cus-
tomers in one of his father’s drug stores (Metro
Drugs).

Matheson and Wells had been running an annual sports writers’ din-
ner for five years, but they were forced to abandon the idea for finan-
cial reasons, says Kronson.

“Matheson told me that they just couldn’t find enough of the right
people to sell tickets,” he explains. 

Nonetheless, Kronson thought that the idea of holding a sports din-
ner was a worthwhile concept, and that it could work for the Y.M.H.A. 

“I knew there were enough people to sell tickets” for a sports din-
ner, so it was simply a matter of getting down to work and organizing
a dinner.

The very first guest speaker at the introductory dinner in 1972 was
famous Miami Dolphins head coach Don Shula. In the years since the
“Y” Sports Dinner has seen a “who’s who” of the sports world appear
as guest speakers, including such luminaries as: Mickey Mantle,
Bobby Hull, Jesse Owens, Bud Grant, Don Cherry, Frank Gifford, Terry
Bradshaw, Bob Costas – the list goes and on.

Over the years, the “Y” Sports Dinner has raised over $3 million.
Recently Ken Kronson was honoured with a very special award at a

meeting of Jewish Community Centres held in New Orleans.
The award, for “Philanthropic Leadership”, was given to Kronson, in

recognition of his “tireless commitment and passion and his unique
ability to connect and engage people,” according to a release issued
by the Rady JCC.

“In many ways, Ken embodies the core values of the Rady JCC
which are Tikkun Olam (repairing the world), Kehilla (community)
and Ruach (spirit),” says Gayle Waxman, Rady JCC Executive Director.
“Through Ken’s efforts, we have been able to help thousands of peo-
ple either through membership scholarships, camperships with our
day camps, children’s and seniors programs and through our special
needs programs.”

Kronson went on to note that, starting about five years ago, the
Sports Dinner took a calculated risk when it brought in as guest speak-
er a celebrity whose speaking fee was considerably higher than pre-
vious speakers, but who, it was thought, would attract a much larger
audience.

That speaker was Chris Berman, one of America’s most popular
sportscasters, and the gamble of bringing in Berman paid off in
spades. Ever since then the dinner has been able to attract much larg-
er audiences than had been the case.

Again, according to the release issued by the Rady JCC, Kronson
“revitalized the dinner, increasing net revenue from $60K to $200K,
growing attendance to 1400 and making this a premiere event in
Winnipeg. He did so by embarking on an ambitious strategy that took
calculated risks, but resulted in a renewed infrastructure and signifi-
cantly increasing profitability benefiting Rady JCC’s programs and ser-
vices.”

I asked Kronson whether there were any particular highlights for him
during his stewardship of the Sports Dinner. He replied that “my time
with Payton Manning was quite enjoyable. He was a very beautiful
person. He brought us the largest crowd in the history of the dinner.”

In recounting the many causes that the “Y” Sports Dinner has assist-
ed, Kronson noted that the money raised goes to “27 different projects

at the Rady JCC,” none of which are funded
through members’ fees.

Included among those projects are camper-
ships for underprivileged kids for day camps
operated by the Rady JCC, special programs for
handicapped and special needs individuals,
membership scholarships, and programs for
seniors.

Kronson also notes that “we have a cottage in
Gimli for special needs kids” that wouldn’t be
able to be kept open were it not for the finan-
cial assistance provided as a result of the Sports
Dinner.

In addition to all the work Kronson has done
on behalf of what was first the Y.M.H.A. and lat-
terly the Rady JCC, he has “championed many
causes for the Winnipeg sports community from
funding to promoting the need for equipment
for kids and the less fortunate”, again, accord-
ing to the release issued by the Rady JCC.

When I asked Kronson whether he had any
plans to step down as chair of the Sports
Dinner, he told me that he had actually been
hoping to retire this year and leave things in the
hands of the very capable Blair Worb, whom
Kronson has been grooming as his eventual
successor as chair for several years now.

But, as is often the case, it’s not all that easy
for someone who has nurtured a project from

its very infancy to the stellar position that the “Y” Sports Dinner now
occupies in the pantheon of fund-raising dinners to quietly step back. 

We shouldn’t be surprised to see Ken Kronson continue to play a key
role in a dinner that has become the template for other sports dinners
across Canada.

40th year of chairing “Y” Sports Dinners for Ken Kronson

KEN KRONSON: received “Philanthropic
Leadership” award in recognition of his
“tireless commitment and passion and
his unique ability to connect and engage
people.”
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Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN
The Jerusalem Assassin
Written by Avraham Azrieli

476 pages
Published 2012 by
www.azrieli.com

On Saturday, November
4, 1995, Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin was assassi-
nated by a right-wing
extremist by the name of
Yigal Amir.

The occasion in which
Rabin was gunned down
was the largest-ever rally
ever held in Israel to that
point, a peace rally orga-
nized in support of what
was supposed to become
the second stage of the
Oslo Accords (the agree-
ment under which Israel
agreed to cede authority
over parts of the West Bank
to the Palestinian Authority
under the leadership of
Yasser Arafat).

Considering that it
became apparent subsequent to his assassi-
nation that Rabin had been the victim of a
well-organized conspiracy by extreme
Orthodox Jews and, that at least one member
of Israel’s security service, Shin Bet, was
aware of the details of the plot, it would hard-
ly be considered a fantasy to imagine that
Rabin’s assassination could well have been
prevented.

Such is the backdrop to “The Jerusalem
Assassin”, a tale of intrigue that is as fast-
paced and well plotted as any modern spy
novel. The fact that most of the main charac-
ters are fearless Israelis, including Yitzhak
Rabin himself, should certainly make it com-
pelling reading for anyone who prefers to
think of Israelis as tough and resourceful – an
image that has taken a bit of a beating in
recent years.

Yet, author Avraham Azrieli who, according
to the book jacket, “served as an officer in the
IDF Intelligence Corps before graduating
from Columbia Law School” also demon-
strates a thorough knowledge of a host of
subjects that would serve to make this novel
one that should have universal appeal.

Most of the action in the first part of the
book takes place in Europe, for instance. Very
early on we are thrust into a dangerous game
of Israeli spies chasing after Palestinian terror-
ists in France. It soon emerges, however, that
these Israelis aren’t working for the Mossad,
but for another, much more secretive Israeli
spy agency whose aims are not at all clear.

In due course we are introduced to the hero
of the story, a former Israeli paratrooper by
the name of “Lemmy Gerster”, who had actu-
ally grown up in an ultra-extremist Orthodox
sect known as “Neturei Karta. 

“Lemmy” – which it turns out is short for
“Jerusalem” – his original name, has gone
deep underground to become a Swiss banker.
We soon learn the reason for his having
assumed an entirely new life: He is the pro-
tégé of a brilliant spymaster by the name of
Elie Weiss, who holds the secret to a vast for-
tune that had been amassed by a former
senior Nazi during World War II.

Of course it’s all quite fanciful – and it
draws upon the writing of such masters of the
craft as Frederick Forsyth, Len Deighton and
Robert Ludlum, but Azrieli is so clever at
constructing a very complex, but plausible

plot that it is very diffi-
cult to put this book
down.

There are so many
subplots to the main
assassination plot that
it can all be quite con-
fusing, however. What
I found especially
intriguing though, was
the continuation of a
theme that was
broached by former
Mossad Director
Efraim Halevy when
he was here to deliver
the Kanee lecture, also
in his book “Man inthe
Shadows”: That the
greatest danger con-
fronting Israel is not
external, from anti-
Semites, but internal,
from Jews who are
willing to commit acts

of an extreme nature against fellow Jews. (I
know – this is a difficult concept for Jews liv-
ing in the Diaspora to accept, but this is the
second book in a row I have now read that
makes that case. I should also note that I had
no idea that “The Jerusalem Assassin” was
going to make this case, in case you might
think I was deliberately looking for something
that would lend affirmation to the notion that
Jews hating fellow Jews is a very serious prob-
lem.)

No doubt it is difficult for Jews living out-
side of Israel to consider the possibility that
ultra-right wing Jews pose a far more serious
threat to the stability of Israel than any exter-
nal enemies. Yet, as is so thoroughly
explained in “The Jerusalem Assassin”, there
is no limit to the extent that many “true
believers” are willing to go in pursuit of a
fanatical dream of a “greater Israel” – and one
free of the “corrupting” influences that so
much of life in modern Israel supposedly
entails.

Some of the most fascinating – and quite
incredible scenes in this book occur in the
Mea Shearim section of Jerusalem, home to
the most fanatical Chasidim in Israel, when
the hero Lemmy Gerster enlists a former close
friend of his, who is now a leader of Neturei
Karta, in a cloak and dagger game with
agents from the Shin Beit (Israel’s internal
security service).

Thus, we have elements of the Mossad, Shin
Beit, Neturei Karta, Palestinian terrorists, and
Swiss bankers, all brought together in an
explosive mix of killing and car chases, but
very little sex. (No doubt if this book ever
translates into a movie that will have to
change.)

Oh, did I mention that there are also sub-
plots involving Nazis and Saudi sheiks? 

It may seem quite a stretch, but Azrieli
brings it off in spirited fashion.

One final note: I’ve checked with McNally
Robinson to see whether they had any copies
of “The Jerusalem Assassin”, but at last word,
they didn’t. That situation may have changed
since I last contacted the store and will no
doubt change if enough readers request that
they order in the book. In the meantime, “The
Jerusalem Assassin” is available on
Amazon.com.

If you’re looking for a great summertime
read, you won’t go wrong with this book. 

The Jerusalem Assassin
Israeli spy novel provides thrills along with tremendous insights into dangers posed by right-wing extremists

JAMES BEZAN

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

SELKIRK - INTERLAKE

www.jamesbezan.com
1-888-247-9606
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A new 38 minute
video, “Leap in Faith:
Glimpses of spiritu-
ality and beliefs”, (a
production of the
Mennonite Heritage
Centre Gallery), pro-
vides a much needed introduction to eight
faith traditions in our community.

The faiths, all now common in Canada, rep-
resented are: Faith Nations Spirituality,
Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism,
Jainism, Buddhism, and Sikhism.

Ray Dirks, curator of the MHCG, and
artist/activist Manju Lodha are the video’s
creative directors. The editing was done by
Cameron Friesen of Nice Productions.

Funding for the $2500 production was pro-
vided by Manitoba Multiculturalism
Secretariat, Mennonite Church Canada, The
Blennerhassett Family Foundation, and, Dr.
Raj Pandey.

“Watch the entire video or break it into
faith chapters with discussion after each”,
notes information on the film’s jacket cover. 

“Invite representatives of each tradition to
take you beyond introductions found in Leap
in Faith. Understand differences and discover
similarities. Share in wishes for peace and
compassion for all.”

Rabbi Alan Green of the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue, who is one of those featured in
the film, maintains that it’s so much more
important to emphasize what we have in
common with others than what differentiates
us.

“This is how we begin to break down age
old barriers,” he said during a telephone con-
versation with a reporter, noting that he’d like
to show the film to his congregation at some
point.

“There’s one message God has for humani-
ty these days: It’s that we are all part of the
same family of man, and we worship the
same God in different ways. With all the eth-
nic, cultural and religious diversity that we
have here, the fact that Winnipeg is relatively
peaceful place makes it very special.”

In the film’s introduction, Dr. James
Chrisite, Professor of Dialogue Theology at
the University of Winnipeg, notes how much
the world has changed since he was a boy.

“What we need to be able to do, what’s crit-
ical if we’re going to live together is to make
it a global neighbourhood,” he says. 

“When people are talking together they find
that their religion is but one way, a very
important way, of coming to understand one
another, respecting one another and learning
that difference is not a dreadful thing; but a
thing of great dignity, great wonder and a
thing of great richness.”

The genesis of this film dates back to 2009
when Dirks and Lodha were working on “In
the Spirit of Humanity” – an art based pro-
ject, sponsored by the Winnipeg Foundation
and Welcoming Communities Manitoba (a
provincial government body), that ended up
with a book and a DVD and several exhibi-

tions at the MHCG, including a student exhi-
bition, noted Dirks during an interview with
The Jewish Post & News.

“When we finished that project, they (the
sponsoring bodies) said why don’t we apply
for funding to do something along the same
lines but about faith,” he said.

“So, that’s where this film comes out of. Last
fall, Manju and I began to do some interviews
and shooting. The bulk of it was done from
December to the end of March. We
explained to leaders in the various faith com-
munities that our agenda was to show each
faith on equal terms.”

“I believe it’s important that we know about
each of those faiths because we live it in our
daily lives,” said Lodha, a practising Hindu,
who is originally from Jaipur, Rajasthan,
India.

“The more we know about them, the more
we will be able to communicate with each
other with ease.”

She added that making the film was an
excellent process, especially working with
Dirks.

“So, I felt very comfortable in sharing my
desire to produce something that would go
into the schools and the community (at
large),” continued Lodha.

She also mentioned that Tony Tavares,
diversity consultant with Manitoba
Education, provided some good suggestions
on the film’s script early on in the production
process. 

“It’s always good to collaborate with differ-
ent people to make things go right,” said
Lodha.

“We also plan to have a book about these
religions and art (an exhibition). Our society
needs to be a little bit more liberal and kinder
to religions. By working with Ray, I dealt with
my own biases towards Christianity. I’m real-
ly happy about this.”
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Leap in Faith - Glimpses in Faith

RAY DIRKS and MANJU LODHA, 
creative directors of “Leap in Faith”
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By AVA BLOCK-SUPER
Adele (ae-dl) in Yiddish means “refine-

ment.” In Jewish Culture the word Adel was
often used not only as an adverb, but as a
name. The Winnipeg writer, Adele Wiseman,
lived up to her Yiddish name. Her first novel,
“The Sacrifice”, written in 1955, garnered
such critical acclaim that it won the
Governor General’s Award for 1956.
Although there was a significant lapse
between her first and second novels, Adele
never stopped writing, never stopped work-
ing, and never took her success for granted
She was a devoted daughter, sister, friend,
aunt and later, wife and mother.

In late winter of 2011, the Jewish Heritage
Centre was gifted Adele Wiseman’s Yiddish
correspondence to her family, from the years
1950-1976 along with her poems, manu-
scripts of essays, speeches, novellas and
numerous never-before-seen photos, as well
as books containing articles written by
Wiseman. Also included was Wiseman’s
University of Manitoba honours dissertation
written in 1949. This collection was donated
by her niece Vivian Distlar, daughter of
Adele’s eldest sister Miriam Distler.

What is significant about this collection is
that the letters were written exclusively in
Yiddish, not only by Adele, but by her par-
ents, her sister and her brothers. Yiddish was
the family’s first language: Adele studied
Yiddish at Peretz Shul and Liberty Temple in
the 1930’s and early 40’s and went to both
William White and Machray Schools. Her
parents left Ukraine in the early 1920’s and
made their home on Burrows Avenue. Adele
was the youngest of four siblings - she had an
older sister and two brothers, all of whom
were successful in their own right. One of her
closest friends was renowned author
Margaret Laurence, whose work includes
“The Stone Angel” and “The Diviners”. In
numerous letters Adele related meeting with
Laurence and her family when she lived in
England and worked as a social worker. There
is also a birthday card that Laurence had sent
to Wiseman’s daughter Tamara for her fifth
birthday. Included in the collection also are
original manuscripts of various short stories
and poems, all written by Wiseman, and
copies of correspondence with Laurence,
with at least one poem that was written by
Laurence.

Three members of the Women’s
Yiddish Reading Circle were brought
in to see if the letters had literary
merit. We had to learn if the letters
were more than mere grocery lists
and every-day banter. It was deter-
mined by Esther Leven, Edith
Kimelman and Jeanette Block that
these letters were an extension of
Adele’s extraordinary talent,.. Her
use of Yiddish is vibrant and rich.
Members of the Women’s Yiddish

Reading Circle are
reading and translat-
ing a number of
Adele’s letters as part
of their fall and win-
ter programming. 

Wiseman had a
exciting and diverse
life. She lived in
Winnipeg, worked
as a social worker in
England, taught in
Italy, moved to New
York for a time and

lived in Montréal and Toronto, where she not
only wrote but taught as well. All the while
she kept close ties to her family, her parents,
her siblings and their families… Wiseman
and her family were very prolific letter-writ-
ers (there are well over a thousand letters),
indicating that they must have been a close
family. Through these letters, we are hoping
to get a glimpse of the relationship between
Adele, her parents and her siblings. 

This body of work is important for a number
of reasons, apart from being exceedingly
interesting, from a voyeuristic point of view.
The Wiseman Collection also elevates the
profile of the Jewish Heritage Centre, not
only for the Jewish community, but for
researchers and academics in Canadian liter-
ature. Dr. Warren Cariou, English Professor at
the University of Manitoba, and Shelley
Sweeney, head Archivist at the University of
Manitoba both saw the collection and both
were very impressed by its sheer size, and
both agreed that there was more archival
work to done. Wiseman died in 1992 at the
age of 64. Through this collection, her works
will endure, and her devotion to her family
lives as a testament to the adelkite, or the
refined quality of Adele Wiseman’s nature
and writings.
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Writers

Jewish Heritage Centre acquires Adele Wiseman 
collection of letters (in Yiddish)

ADELE WEISMAN, winner of Governor
General’s Award in 1956 for her first novel,
“The Sacrifice”.

OPEN DAILY   11 am - 9 pm

Welcome to the Beaches

Now Open Daily Serving
Lunch and Dinner

Fully Licensed
Reservations 389-5473

Sandy Hook

JANE & WALTER'S
Steaks - Prime Rib - Seafood
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Recipes

Summer is here
and it’s the time for
baseball in the parks,
barbequing and time
at the beach.

Here (Toronto) we
have a heat wave. In
this kind of weather it’s
always nice to prepare

meals without turning on the oven. I have includ-
ed a few tested recipes that I prepared on a
Sunday and had a few choices for meals this
week. As the temperature soars and the humidity
climbs, our bodies need to keep up with fluids.
You can create different cold iced teas by blend-
ing crushed fruit and spices.

Flavors such as squeezed fresh ginger and cin-
namon sticks mixed with fruits like pineapple,
mango will enhance your iced tea.

For hot summer evening try these summer
cakes with their crisp edges to the taste from the
panko crumbs. I asked for this recipe from a
recent trip to LA.

* * *
SALMON CAKE SANDWICHES WITH MISO

DRESSING
The dressing
2 inch piece of ginger
1 tbsp white miso
1 tbsp unseasoned rice vinegar
1/2 tbsp Asian sesame oil 
1 tbsp canola oil
1 tbsp sugar

Peel and finely grate the ginger
Squeeze the grated ginger with your fingertips

to yield 2 tsp ginger juice and discard the pulp.
Add the miso, vinegar, sesame and oils, sugar
and whisk until the sugar dissolves.
For the Salmon cakes
3/4 lb piece of barbeque salmon, cooked,
chopped into rough 1/4 inch pieces
3 medium scallions (white and green Part) thinly
sliced
1 1/3 cup panko crumbs
3 tbsp mayonnaise
1 large egg, beaten
1 tbsp soy sauce

Salt and pepper
1/3 cup canola oil

Make the salmon cakes. Toss the salmon and
scallions in a large bowl. Add 2/3 cup of panko,
the mayonnaise, egg, soy sauce, salt, pepper and
stir until the mixture is evenly moistened break-
ing up any large salmon chunks.

Divide the mixture in 8 equal portions and
shape into cakes about 2 1/2 inches in diameter.
Heat oil in a heavy pan on medium heat. Place
remaining panko crumbs in a pie plate. Lightly
coat the salmon pressing gently that the crumbs
adhere. Brown in pan on both sides 8 to 10 min-
utes.
Assemble the sandwiches
4 sesame egg twist rolls
Lettuce leaves

Coat the burgers with the dressing and layer the
buns with lettuce. Place the patties in the middle
of the bun.

* * *
LENTIL, TUNA AND ROASTED PEPPER

SALAD 
Serves 2 

I tried this salad and thought with the tangy
dressing it made a nice light weekend lunch.
Vinaigrette
2 tbsp finely diced purple onion
1 1/2 tbsp white vinegar
1/2 tbsp Dijon mustard
1/2 tsp minced garlic
3 tbsp olive oil
1/4 cup chopped fresh flat leaf parsley
For the salad
1/4 cup brown or French green lentils
1 dried bay leaf
1 medium clove garlic
1 small carrot peeled and halved
1 small yellow onion, unpeeled and halved
1/4 cup thinly sliced scallion (white part only)
1/2 cup homemade or jarred red peppers, cut
into thick slices
2 to 4 tsp fresh lemon juice
2 cans tuna (packed in olive oil)
2 medium ripe tomatoes
Make the vinaigrette

Mix in a bowl the onion, vinegar, mustard and

garlic and let sit until softened. Whisk in olive oil
and stir in parsley. Prep the lentil by placing them
in a small pot with 2 cups salted water. Add the
bay leaf, carrot, garlic clove, onion. Cover over
medium let boil then simmer until the lentils are
tender about 30 minutes. Drain the liquid. Stir in
the white scallions and toss with 2 to 3 tsp of the
vinaigrette.

In a small bowl mix the roasted pepper with 2
tbsp of the vinaigrette and salt and lemon juice to
taste. In another bowl toss the tuna, drained with
the remaining vinaigrette. Place all the ingredi-
ents together now and toss gently and serve with
tomatoes wedges and slices of fresh crusty bread.

* * *
POPPY SEED COLESLAW

Serves 6 to 8
1 head green cabbage quartered, cored and
shredded
2 tsp salt
1 tsp poppy seeds
1 shallot minced
3 tbsp lemon juice
2 tbsp olive oil
2 tsp Dijon mustard
3 tbsp sugar
1 tbsp honey

Toss cabbage. And salt in a colander. Set over a
bowl. Let stand for 1 hour. Cabbage at this point
can be refrigerated for 24 hours. Whisk all the
ingredients together and pour over the cabbage.
Cover and chill for 30 minutes. Serve.

* * *
DREAM BARS

These are chewy, toffee-flavored that really
have the flavor of coconut.
Crust
1 cup flour
1/3 cup packed dark brown sugar
1/4 cup pecans
1/8 tsp salt
5 tbsp unsalted butter, cut in half inch pieces
Topping
3/4 cup sweetened shredded coconut
1/2 cup cream of coconut (use GOYA pure
cream of coconut)
1 large egg

1/3 packed brown sugar
1 tbsp flour
3/4 tsp baking powder
1/2 tsp vanilla extract
1/4 tsp salt
1/2 cup pecans

Oven 350. 8 by 8 inch
pan spray and coat well.
For the crust

In the food processor
place the flour, sugar,
pecans and salt. Pulse and
few seconds and then add
butter and pulse till mix-
ture resembles coarse
meal. Press the mixture
into prepared pan. Bake
until golden brown about
20 minutes.
For the topping

Combine coconut and
cream in bowl. In separate
bowl, whisk egg, sugar,
flour, baking powder,
vanilla and salt until
smooth. Stir in pecans,
then spread filling over
cooled crust. Dollop heap-
ing tbsp of coconut mix-
ture over filling then spread
into even layer. Bake until
topping is a golden brown
about 30 minutes. Cool
and cut into 12 bars.

Summertime June 2012

By

FRANCINE TELLER



I was sitting with a few friends enjoying
lunch at Hu’s on First when the conversation
turned to the new Investors Group Field at the
University of Manitoba. 

On June 15, the Winnipeg Football Club
finally announced what everyone – and that’s
EVERYONE – in Manitoba who had actually
wandered out to the construction site, already
knew. The stadium would not be ready for the

Bombers to use in 2012. As a result of the announcement, it now
seemed that even those folks who hadn’t cared enough to go out to
the U of M to see the work for themselves had developed an opinion.

One of the things I love about this conversation is that it gives
Winnipeggers a good solid chance to complain and Winnipeggers like
nothing better than a good solid chance to complain.

In this instance, there were the standard complaints. “What B.S.! The
stadium won’t be finished in September,” and “Why would they tell us
they were going to be in the stadium to start the season when they
knew it wasn’t going to happen.”

One fellow suggested, “they should have put a roof on it,” but he
was same the idiot who said, “I’m not driving all the way out to the U
of M to watch football.”

I got a little tired of the whining and offered this bit of comfort:
“Remember when all those cities were talking about all those stadi-

ums they were going to build?” I asked. “Remember when Regina,
Hamilton, Toronto, Ottawa, San Francisco, Minnesota and Los
Angeles all talked about new football stadiums and in Regina they
were so sure they were going to build a domed stadium that they
laughed at us at the Labour Day Classic two years ago? You guys
remember that, don’t you?

“Well, the only city that will have a new stadium is Winnipeg. The
49ers are still griping. Minnesota has passed the new stadium bill
through the senate but it won’t be built until at least 2016. Ottawa just
got out of court on the Lansdowne Park issue and they’re still two years
away from fixing that dump. Toronto is still inside Rogers Centre. The
Ticats are doing something, but their still at Ivor Wynne and Regina
has all but forgotten about that domed stadium idea. And Los Angeles?
Los Angeles still doesn’t have a stadium and that’s a private deal. No
government involved and they still can’t get it started.

“No, of all these hot-shot cities that were bragging about new stadi-
ums – man, I went to a news conference in 2000 where the Argos
owners were talking about building a new stadium – only Winnipeg
will have one by the end of the calendar year. People all over Canada
used to look down on us because we were $5.8 million in debt and
we couldn’t get the stadium deal done and now we’re the bomb. We
have the only new stadium that will be built in this country – until the
refurbishing of Lansdowne Park is done and there is no guarantee that
will be done anytime soon – and it will be the only new stadium until
at least 2015.”

I told them, it’s easy to complain about the stadium not being fin-
ished, or about the season ticket mess this year and all the complaints
the club has received, or about the location and the completion date
and whether or not the club “lied to you about the last game being
played in Canad Inns Stadium.” But that’s all just sour grapes.

I’ve been out to the U of M five or six times and that new stadium is
going to be sensational when it’s finished. I’m one of those people
who never believed the Bombers should have considered rushing to
get into it. It’s going to be an outstanding place to watch a game and
play a game. It’s going to be a place that will make Winnipeggers
proud. What are we griping about?

From the day David Asper came up with his original idea to get a
new stadium built in Winnipeg, most of the people on the Blue
Bombers board have done whatever it takes to get the deal done and
the stadium built. 

Frankly, despite taking some serious heat in one of our daily news-
papers over the last couple of years, this particular incarnation of the
Winnipeg Football Club’s board of directors could very well be the
most professional, innovative and skilled of all the boards in the team’s
illustrious 82-year history. Especially noteworthy are the board mem-
bers (and there are a few) who have been around since 2000 when
this team was a whopping $5.8 million in debt and was so insolvent
that the employees had to bring their own toilet paper to the job in
order to work in the office.

This board took Asper’s concept and made it real. And the board
members showed leadership, courage and skill, not only to execute
David’s original idea, but to do it in an atmosphere of inconsonant
media criticism.

And sure, the new stadium probably would have been better locat-
ed at its current site or at that brilliantly conceived site in Point
Douglas, but when you drive out to the U of M and see it from a dis-
tance, it’s very likely that when it’s completed, it will take your breath

away.
“Listen,” I said. “You only have to drive out to the new stadium 10

times a year, not 41 or 50, so quit whining about the location. You will
get great seats no matter where you sit in the building. It will get fin-
ished. It will be a source of pride and the only reason you’re pissed at
the team is because they over-promised and under-delivered on the
date. Fact is, nobody would have any complaints at all if the employ-
ees of the club had just given it to us straight right from the start.

“But you know what? In 12 months, you won’t even remember your
whining. You’ll be in a suite with a cold one in the nicest stadium in
the CFL bragging to your buddies from Toronto how great we have it
in Winnipeg. And won’t it be thrilling to have the MTS Centre, Shaw
Park and Investors Group Field to go with the new museum, the new
airport and a Portage Ave. strip that you won’t recognize in five years?”

My friends still thought I was full of baloney, but the more I think
about it, the more I like my arguments.

That stadium is going to be great. It will be worth the wait.
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Be patient: It will be tremendous

By

SCOTT TAYLOR

We are seniors
Chapter no. 23

In this chapter, I would like to deal with
seniors and estate planning.

There are those seniors, who might say:
“Why bother?  My estate is too smal for
mel to be concerned with what happens
to my estate, after I die.” Well, frankly, it
does matter. It depends on the type of
assets. Cash in bank accounts is easy to
distribute to more than one beneficiary.

But what about your principal residence? If you have two or more
children, who should receive the residence? Do you want your
executors to sell it, and then distribute the cash? One child may
want to inherit the residence - or a summer cottage, how would you
handle that? The worst thing you can do is to do nothing!

Which brings up the subject of wills. If you don’t have an-up-to-
date will, it is time that you had one! Let me share a personal expe-
rience. I had an older brother who remained a bachelor all of his
life. He spent most of his working career in the U.S. However, when
he decided to retire, he moved to Vancouver and, after a number of
years, died in that city, without leaving a will.

I was contacted by the B.C. Administrator of Estates, who dels
with the assets of an intestate (those who do not have a will). It turns
out that other than a few personal belongings, he left a sum of
money in his U.S. bank account. It took the administrator over two
years to extract this money from his U.S. bank account! The admin-
istrator took one-third of the estate to cover the expenses, and dis-
tributed the balance to the beneficiaries. And all the paperwork!
Perhaps my brother had been thinking that hemight move back to
the U.S., but it never happened!

Many seniors who have families do not give too much thought to
how their estates will be distributed, after their deaths. After all, their
children all get along nicely now - why would there ever be a prob-
lem? But, problems do occur, and even the best of families have
ended up in court, contesting how an estate was to be distributed.

It’s not only important to have a will, but to have an up-to-date
will! If there has been the death of a spouse or a family member
who was named in the will, it’s time to review your existing will and
make the necessary changes that would reflect those changes.

This would also apply to beneficiary designations on life insurance
policies. Businesses should re-examine any partnership agreements.
Do the terms still apply?

The choice of an executor (one who administers the will) is very
important. Many married couples appoint each other as sole execu-
tors in their respective wills, in what I would term an “I love you
will”. But , in some cases the person that is designated is not capa-
ble or willing to assume these responsibilities. That it is why it is
important, under these circumstances, to appoint a contingent
executor, one who is willing and capable of taking control, and
doing the job right, if the primary executor will not act, for one rea-
son or another. Some try to do it on the cheap by appointing anoth-
er family member, who may be capable, but is unwilling to spend
the time and effort to handle the responsibilities.

I would suggest your accountant, or lawyer, may be an alternate
choice for a contingent executor. Discuss it with other family mem-
bers and your financial advisors. 

By

HARRY WARREN
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JUNE 27

The family of the late

DANIEL

WATERMAN
wish to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, July 1, 2012
at 2:00 p.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Unveiling

MURRAY DAVID ZASLOV
Murray David Zaslov, born July 17th, 1935 in Win-

nipeg, passed away the evening of June 4th, 2012 at St.
Paul’s Hospital, in Vancouver, after having lived with
diabetes and renal disease for several years.. He was
predeceased by his mother, Dora Zaslavsky, well-
known kosher caterer of Galaxy Catering in Winnipeg,
and brother Irving Zazlov. He is survived by his wife,
Marly (nee Buckwold), daughter Shannon Aceman
and grandson Ryan of Vancouver; daughter Anrea
Zaslov and husband Qamrul Haider, mother-in-law
Gertie Frankelson, and brother-in-law Jack Buckwold
and family, all of Winnipeg.

Born and raised in Winnipeg, Murray graduated
from St. John’s Tech, attended United College, and
earned his law degree at the University of Manitoba’s
Law School, Class of 1960. In private practice for 35
years in Winnipeg, his interests were business ori-
ented, taxation, real estate development both in Canada
and the USA, and numerous entrepreneurial ventures.

Murray and Marly relocated to Vancouver in 1994.
Interment took place June 7th at Temple Sholom, in

White Rock, under a beautiful fir tree, providing shel-
ter from the rain and shade from the sun.

Murray was a caring husband, father, zaida, mentor
and friend. A man who did not suffer fools gladly, but
did things his way both in life and in death, marching
to the tune of his own drummer. He will be deeply
missed by those who knew him.

PHIL BEYER
On June 3, 2012 Phil

Beyer age 89 years passed
away peacefully at Seven
Oaks Hospital. Phil was
born in 1923 in Poland,
the son of Max and Molly
Beyer. He came to Win-
nipeg at the age of five
where he lived the rest of
his life. Dad was a loving
and dedicated husband,
father and grandfather.

He will be remembered
for his modesty and the
calm pragmatic guidance

he gave to his family and friends.
He will always be lovingly remembered by his wife

of 57 years, Debbie and their three children: Marshall
& Linda; Renee & Harold: Jeff & Cora as well as four
grandchildren and brother Alan (Boomie).

Funeral Services were held on Tuesday June 5, 2012
graveside at Rosh Pina Memorial Park.

SHELLEY ANTEL
It is with great sadness

that the family of Shelley
Antel announces her sud-
den passing on Monday,
May 21, 2012, in Van-
couver after a short battle
with cancer at the age of
60.

Shelley will be greatly
missed and lovingly re-

membered by her parents Oscar and Bella, her daugh-
ters Dana and Elly Chmelnitsky, her brothers Jack
(Avis) and Joel (Bonnie), nieces and nephews, aunts
and uncles, cousins, and friends.

Shelley was born on October 1, 1951, in Winnipeg,
Manitoba. Shelley grew up in the North End of Winni-
peg and attended I.L. Peretz School and Garden City
Collegiate. She was a devoted single mother who
loved, supported, and inspired her children. Shelley
always enjoyed winter vacations in Palm Springs and
Florida and Shabbat dinners with her family. She went
back to school when her children were young to com-
plete her Master’s degree at University of Manitoba.
Shelley had a successful career in Quality Assurance
that took her to San Francisco and Vancouver in her
50s. Even though she was far away from her family and
friends, Shelley regularly stayed connected with eve-
ryone. She cherished her family as well as lifelong
friends, her children’s friends, and making new friends
more recently playing bridge and joining a book club.
Shelley always had a positive outlook on life. She
enjoyed the simple things including shopping, coffee
with friends, high tea, and celebrating birthdays and
special occasions with party sandwiches and Jeanne’s
cake.

A special thank you to her friends and family who
were there for her during her illness and to those who
have continued to be supportive.

Donations can be made in Shelley’s memory to the
Canadian Cancer Society or another charity of your
choosing.

In loving memory of

ALICE KAPLAN
who passed away

July 5, 2001
14 days in Tammuz

Always in our thoughts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving
daughters, son-in-law and
granddaughters.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAXWELL

(MAX) NELKO
who passed away

July 3rd, 2006
8 Days in Tammuz

To live in the hearts
Of ones we loved
Is not to die
—  Forever loved and missed
by his wife, children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and brothers
and sisters.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BUTCH MATHEW

BERNARD

NEPON
who passed away
June 27th, 1998

13 Tammuz
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by Sid and Esther,
Adeena and Tom, Danny and
Anna, Ahava and Frank and
Jonathan and Marni, Leo
Jerry Nathan, Sophie and Lily.

In loving memory of

MORRIS

NUDLER
who passed away

July 2, 2004
13 Days in Tammuz

— Lovingly remembered
and always greatly missed by
his wife Pauline, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

LOUIS PROBER
who passed away

July 1, 1944
10 Days in Tammuz

Sixty-seven years have passed
since you left us.
The years cannot dim the
memory of one so dear.
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved father and

grandfather

LOUIS

SILVERBERG
who passed away

July 20, 1967
12 Days in Tammuz

—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

A kind, generous, good
human being, our wonderful

SAUL SIMKIN
who passed away

June 21, 1994
12 Days in Tammuz

We miss you so much our
fabulous father.
- Your daughters Jacqueline
& Diane, son-in-law Steven
and grand-daughters Sara and
Nikki.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JULY 4

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

MILLY

GREENFIELD
who passed away

July 11, 1984
11 Days in Tammuz 5744

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

28th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

ZENA KATZ
who passed away

July 17, 1986
10 days in Tamuz

CHAIM KATZ
who passed away
August 4, 1989
4 Days in Av

- Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of our dearly beloved parents and grandparents

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

JOEL ALEX

MINUK
who passed away

July 3, 1990
10 Days in Tammuz

Forever missing you.
— Love Mom & Dad, Amanda
and Alex.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANCES ROY
who passed away

July 9, 2009
17 Days in Tammuz

—Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

mother and grandmother

MARY STEIN
who passed away

July 10, 1992
9 Days in Tammuz

Loving memories will never die.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter and
grandchildren.

BEN STONE
who passed away

July 13, 2003
13 Days in Tammuz

In Memoriam

MARY STONE
who passed away
August 20, 2008
19 Days in Av

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

In Memoriam
38th Yahrzeit

In cherished memory of our
father, zaide & great-zaide

MENDEL

MENACHEM

SZTERNFELD
who passed away

June 28, 1974
8 days in Tamuz

Your warm, gentle, good
nature, sense of  humor, wisdom
and unconditional love will
always be remembered.
— Lovingly, Hilda and Lenny,
Debbie and Jack, Penny,
Mandy and Brandon, Marissa
and Rob, Hailey, Caleb, and
Zane.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM

BAUM
who passed away

July 17, 2011
15 Days in Tammuz

—Ever  remembered  and
never  forgotten by your loving
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DINA BLANARU
who passed away

July 14, 1998
20 Days in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her mother,
brothers, sisters-in-law,
nephews and nieces.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH

BRODSKY
who passed away

July 26, 1978
21 Days in Tammuz

— Always remembered by his
family.

In Memoriam

3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DAVID

HOFFMAN
who passed away

July 9, 2009
17 Days in Tammuz

Three years have passed
but forever you will
remain in our hearts,
minds and dreams.
— Lovingly remembered, we
sadly miss your music, humour
and wit.
Your wife Anne, children,
sister Lynn and Bruce.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
dearly beloved

father and grandfather
WILLIAM S. KATZ

who passed away
July 2, 1972

20 Days in Tammuz
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. It has been
such a long time without you.

In loving memory of

DORIS T.

MARGOLIS
who passed away

July 21, 1997
16 Days in Tammuz

Though you are greatly
missed, the memory of your
vibrant and loving presence

continues to guide and
inspire us.

— Remembered by your
children, grand-children,
nieces, nephews, cousins, and
friends.

15th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RACHELLE

(SHELLEY)

SHORE
who passed away

June 30, 2007
15th day in Tammuz

— Beloved wife, mom, babby,
sister and friend.
Your passion for life and your
compassion for people live on
in everyone you touched.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

AARON

SINAISKY
who passed away

July 18, 2008
15 Days in Tammuz

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
children and grandchildren.

4th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father, grandfather,
& great-grandfather

MAX TRAVIS
who passed away

July 14, 1979
19 Days in Tammuz, 5739

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

LAWRENCE

RISMAN
who passed away
August 15, 2008
14 Days in Av

In Memoriam

HINDA

RISMAN
who passed away

July 4, 2010
22 Days in Tammuz

2nd Yahrzeit4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of the late

— Always remembered and loved by their daughter Rochelle
“Shelly”.

It hasn’t been long since you left this world,
Time still marches on.
Often in my thoughts, and sometimes in my dreams,
You will never truly be gone.



CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, June 29 Candle Lighting: 9:23. Mincha: 9:20.

Schacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 9:20. Shabbat ends: 10:34.
Sunday Morning service: 9:00.
Morning services: 8:00.
Mincha/maariv service for week of July 1-5: 9:20.
Friday, July 6 Candle Lighting: 9:20. Mincha: 9:20.

Schacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 9:20. Shabbat ends: 10:30.
Mincha/Maariv for July 8-12: 9:20.
Sunday, July 8 Fast of 17 Tammuz Fast ends at 10:24 p.m.
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford

and McGregor offers traditional Orthodox services in an
informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is
saying kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, June 29 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening ser-

vice 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 9:23 p.m.
Saturday, June 30 - Chukat - morning service 9:00 a.m.

Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 10:34 p.m. 
Sunday, July 1 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, July 2 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Evening ser-

vice 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, July 3-Thursday, July 5 - morning ser-
vice 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

Friday, July 6 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 9:20
p.m.

Saturday, July 7 - Balak - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat
ends 10:30 p.m.

Sunday, July 8 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, July 9-Thursday, July 12 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; phone 452-3711; www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, June 29. Morning Service 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30

p.m.; Candle Lighting 9:23 p.m.
Shabbat, June 30 - Parashat Chukat. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.;

Havdallah 10:23 p.m.
Friday, July 6. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30

p.m.; Candle Lighting 9:20 p.m.
Shabbat, July 7 - Parashat BalakMorning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.;

Havdallah 10:20 p.m.
Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Canadian Holidays 9:00

a.m.
Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 p.m.
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office.

HEBREW CONGREGATION OF WINNIPEG SYNAGOGUE
in their new expanded synagogue building located at Camp Massad. Services every

Saturday morning only, commencing at 9:30 a.m. with Kiddush to follow. You are invited to
join us and enjoy an Egalitarian Shabbat service.

HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 
A heimishe Modern Orthodox Shul where everyone is welcome! Join Rabbi Ellis and our

vibrant community in River Heights at 620 Brock Street (at the corner of Fleet Avenue).
Parshat - Chukat June 29 -30 – Kabbalat Shabbat 7:30 p.m., Shacharit 9:30 a.m., Minchah,

9:15 p.m., Shabbat SHELI for children ages 5 and under takes place 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
and Shabbat FUNdamentals for children ages 6 - 12 takes place 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Parshat Balak July 06 – 07 - Kabbalat Shabbat 7:30 p.m., Shacharit 9:30 a.m., Minchah,
9:01 p.m., Shabbat SHELI for children ages 5 and under takes place 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
and Shabbat FUNdamentals for children ages 6 - 12 takes place 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297

Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom

Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE

Located at 1525 Main Street.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, June 29 at 9:23 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00

p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Chukat. Mincha Service at 9:30

p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:34 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv Services at 9:20 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, July 6 at 9:20 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Balak. Mincha Service at 9:20

p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:30 p.m.
Fast of 17th of Tammuz - Sunday, July 8. Fast begins at 2:45 a.m. Fast ends at 10:24 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox Services are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be hold-

ing: Friday, June 29 at 6:00 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat Service. The Bat Mitzvah of Anna Thow
Zaifman.

Friday, July 6th at 6:15 p.m., lay led by Mary Ann Osinski.

Canada pledged firm support to Israel, documents show
TORONTO (JTA) – Newly released documents reinforce Canada’s

staunch support for Israel. 
Papers cited in a June 19 Canadian Press story quote Canadian

Defense Minister Peter MacKay as telling Israel’s then-top military
commander, Maj.-Gen. Gabi Ashkenazi, that “a threat to Israel is a
threat to Canada.” 

MacKay’s assurances, unearthed by a university researcher, came
during a 2011 visit to Israel, where the minister also met with top
government leaders. 

His statement came a year after Canada’s junior foreign affairs
minister, Peter Kent, told a Toronto publication that “an attack on
Israel would be considered an attack on Canada.” Last February,
Canada’s Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird said Canada is Israel’s
staunchest ally in the world, surpassing even the United States in its
support. 

On several occasions, Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper, a
Conservative, has voiced the country’s unswerving support for the
Jewish state 

Canada’s military and industrial relationship with Israel has grown
enormously, the Canadian Press said. “The two countries are nego-

tiating or have
signed a series of
d e f e n s e - b a s e d
agreements over
the past few years,
details of which
have been with-
held,” it reported. 

But the foreign
affairs critic for the
opposition New
Democratic Party,
Paul Dewar, said
the Conservatives’
o n e - s i d e d
approach to the
Middle East will
ultimately damage
relations with the
United States. 

“It’s fine to say
we are friends of
Israel and we sup-
port Israel. Sign
me up, absolute-
ly,” said Dewar.
“But Canada’s role
in the world is to
be able to talk to
people the
Americans can’t
talk to and to go to
places where the
U.S. can’t.” 

Comments such
as MacKay’s “have
consequences,”
Dewar said 
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News BriefsIn Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM STERN
who passed away

July 2, 2003
2 Days in Tamuz

— You will always and forever
be remembeered with love by
your children and grand-
children.

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES



For anyone who knows
about the history of
Winnipeg’s North End, he
or she will know well that
it is famous for more than
its rye bread. It is the peo-
ple that the North End has
produced who, after years
of near poverty, became
stars in various fields
across the world. Well,
Howard Cohen was not
raised in poverty But, he
was a legitimate North
Ender, raised at 561
Inkster Boulevard, the son
to Sidney & Edythe Cohen
and brother to Marilyn
Cohen Walder.

Howard was, like many
of his day (that is, born in
the 1940’s) living north, a graduate of St. John’s Tech. He recalls his
youth as a regular at the YMHA, an active participant of Omegas AZA
and later at the university, his affiliation with Sigma Alpha Mu
Fraternity ( SAM) where he served as president. He took two years of
undergraduate courses at the University of Manitoba and then head-
ed into Architecture, from which he graduated in 1968. Interestingly
enough, though an architect, he never has worked as one during his
entire working life.

Howard worked for a short period at the City of Winnipeg (Metro
Winnipeg at the time) in the Planning Department and that decision
likely changed the course of his life, although he did not know it at
the time. He soon travelled to Europe and on his return to North
America and in particular in New York, he received an enticing job
offer. But, he needed permission or a work permit to stay there, so he
came back to Winnipeg with a stop off in Toronto. He soon received
a job offer from the Planning Department of the City of Toronto. This
was a pivotal moment - two job offers, one present and ready to go
and the other in his field but not yet available, owing to bureaucracy.
One might expect that he would have taken the New York job given
the prestige and the connection to his area of study, but he opted for
Toronto and the rest is history. 

From 1970 to 1978, Howard was an employee of the City of Toronto
Planning Department. It was a propitious time to be so employed in
planning, as that was the era when Mayor David Crombie and later
John Sewell were around, and it was that same time when urban
activism ruled the roost. Howard was involved in a considerable way
in putting a halt to the bulldozing of neighbourhoods in the name of
urban renewal. This was the same anti-development era which saw
the cessation of the Spadina Expressway movement, inspired by
Toronto’s urban guru Jane Jacobs. Howard would say that he had a dif-
ferent approach and vision as to how the City of Toronto should devel-
op. Needless to say, the developers fought it and fought it hard. 

In 1978 Howard left the city to accept an appointment as President
of Harbourfront, a Crown Corporation. This was a great opportunity,
and there was a huge amount of land expropriated by the Federal
Government. Howard was responsible for its development, and for
anyone who has walked along that area today, it is a sight to behold-
a magnet for people from all over the world. Even Howard could not
imagine the success it would become. Howard was at the helm there
for eight years and, when he departed, he went for the first time into
the development world, working for a private development company,
then as a consultant, until 1995, when he had a chance to go out on
his own. His first project was a ten-unit condominium. He has never
looked back. Howard joined forces with another former Winnipegger
(at least one who was here for a period of time) as in Stephen Gross,
and the two of them formed Context Development. Since that time,
there are now 15 projects under the Context umbrella. There are 30
people working for the corporation. 

One might reflect at the irony of Howard Cohen, former advocate
for the left wing and activist for the common man, now wearing the
hat of developer with a profit motive behind each undertaking. Yet, at
the same time, if you look closely at his track record, you will find a

dedication to the preservation of
neighbourhoods. Surely, when
the Toronto Globe and Mail
urban columnist John Barber can
say about one of Context’s pro-
jects” the most cleverly orga-
nized, best designed and most
sympathetic” and they “are not
only the best of their type, they
are the type,” it is clear that
Howard Cohen has achieved
some distinction. 

Howard was married (now
divorced) to the former Marsha
Levine, also a Winnipeg native,
and they were the parents of two
sons, one an architect and the
other in business. He has come a
long way from his Inkster days
and often he has to stop and
pinch himself in order to realize
this really has happened to him,
and that he has come this far.
But, it is Howard and that fact is

evident once you meet him, as he has not put on a pound it appears
since he was 20 and he still has a full crop of hair. Though he may be
a little more subdued from his fraternity days, it is the same Howard
Cohen that surfaces. 

If you are in the market for a condominium in Toronto you do not
need to go much further than Context and Howard Cohen. 
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Gerry Posner

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

R E A L  E S TAT E

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

P RO F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Piano, Guitar & Voice
Studio

 Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 489-9048.

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

MUSIC LESSONS

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.
Balc., pool, heated undergrd.

parking, on bus route.
Contact
453-5178

Advertise  in

The Jewish Post & News

Call 694-3332

for information.

Elena Livni
Sutton Group -

Kilkenny Real Estate
(204) 298-7079

Winnipeg Beach

Lakefront
Cozy 3 bdr cottage

$750.00/week
Please call 999-2903

Wedgewood, Limoges,
Hamersley, Satsuma,

RS Prussian,
Backgamon set,

Fireplace unit
Call 499-8560

ANTIQUE SALE

Whatever happened to Howard Cohen?

HOWARD COHEN circa 1962.

By

GERALD S POSNER
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Entertainment

By Six Degrees (No Bacon) Staff 
NEW YORK (6NoBacon) – Last week we reported that Drake is

accused of buying a stolen Rolex watch that was owned by a New
York entertainment lawyer. That case pales in comparison to the trou-
ble “Drizzy” got himself into this week. 

Drake was out with his entourage at a Manhattan nightclub and hap-
pened to be sharing the same VIP room with Chris Brown. The one
degree of separation between the two rappers is Rihanna: The music
star once dated Brown (and was a victim of his abuse) and now is dat-
ing Drake. At the club, the Drake and Brown entourages allegedly
engaged in some heckling, which took a turn to the mutual throwing
of bottles and a brawl that injured Brown, his bodyguard, several inno-
cent party goers and even NBA star Tony Parker. 

New York Police are investigating the incident, the club is shut down
and both sides want to press charges in what could be the beginning
of a deep and ego-tastic rivalry. 

Shia LaBeouf’s nude clip 
Shia LaBeouf showed his LaBeoufs on the

Icelandic indie band’s Sigur Ros’ music video
for the song “Four Pianos.” The clip with the
actor in full-front nudity was directed by
Israeli filmmaker Alma Har’el, who won the
Best Documentary at the TriBeCa Film
Festival for her 2011 documentary film
“Bombay Beach.” It also features a nude
female model. A news release says the video
depicts “a man and woman locked in a
never-ending cycle of addiction and desire.” 

New rhino at the Ramat Gan Safari 
The Safari in Ramat Gan, just

outside of Tel Aviv, celebrated the

birth of Terkel, a white rhino. The
calf’s mother, Tanda, was preg-
nant for nearly a year-and-a-half
before giving birth last Friday.
Terkel, who is named for Emilia
Terkel, a zoologist who is retiring
from the Safari, joins his older
brother, Tiborm, who is 4 1/2.
More reason to celebrate: The
birth of white rhinos in captivity
is quite rare. Mazel tov! 

Israeli baby is born to
be wild 

An Israeli family chose a cre-
ative way to introduce their baby
at his brit milah – and the video
went viral on the web. The fami-
ly put the baby inside a remote-
controlled race car and drove it
around the hall, between pillars
of fireworks and next to drum-
mers. The post also was extreme-
ly popular on 6 (No Bacon), with
several readers commenting,
“imagine the bar mitzvah!” and
“It looks like the introductions
before a basketball game. I sup-
pose that’s appropriate, as
they’re both pre-tipoff.” 

BBC messes up its
Hebrew 

Another viral hit among Israelis
was a screenshot from the BBC
show “Episodes” that featured a
cemetery scene of man talking
with a tombstone in the back-
ground engraved in English and
Hebrew. While the English reads
“Beloved husband and father,
dearly missed,” the Hebrew may
look like gibberish. But it actual-
ly makes sense – backward.
Someone in the production
apparently either used a poor
translation software or simply
had a bad language coding. 

(For more Jewish celebrity
news, visit 6nobacon.com
<http://6nobacon.com> , the
illegitimate child of JTA.) 
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SHIA LaBEOUF


