
By URIEL HEILMAN
UNITED NATIONS

(JTA) – It was an incon-
gruous sight: The U.N.
General Assembly hall
filled to capacity with
1,500 cheering people
waving miniature Israeli
flags and singing
“Hatikvah,” Israel’s
national anthem.

No, hell hadn’t frozen
over.

The occasion was a
one-day conference
hosted by Israel’s U.N.
mission devoted to
fighting the Boycott,
Divestment and
Sanctions movement
against the Jewish state.
It turns out any U.N. member state can reserve space at the world body’s
headquarters in New York – even the iconic General Assembly hall – for
events. On Tuesday, the Israeli mission stacked the seats of the great hall
not with delegates representing countries from around the world but with
Jews and pro-Israel activists, many of them college students and high
school seniors.

The irony of holding a conference to combat BDS at a site notorious for
producing lopsided resolutions against Israel was not lost on anyone.

“Today here in this room we are making our voices heard,” Danny
Danon, Israel’s ambassador to the United Nations, said to a standing ova-
tion at the conference’s opening session. “BDS has already infected the
United Nations – yes, the United Nations. When the U.N. is opening the
door to BDS, we have to respond.

“Look around this room. Look at all the people who came to support
Israel,” Danon said. “One day you will tell your children: I was there when
we stopped BDS. I stood up when they tried to turn the world against the
Jewish state. I was there for Israel.”

The conference was part pep rally and part strategizing session, aimed
both at making a statement and educating, motivating and advising pro-
Israel activists about best practices to combat BDS on campus and beyond.

Aside from speeches, the General Assembly session included a short video
message by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and a brief live
performance by ex-Hasidic reggae star Matisyahu. He sang “Jerusalem”
and “One Day,” a ballad about ending war, with his long graying hair
wound into a ponytail and one of his young children by his side.

Though the conference was called Ambassadors Against BDS-
International Summit at the United Nations (its Twitter hashtag was
#stopBDS), the main panelists at a discussion devoted to fighting BDS on
campus said the negative approach most anti-BDS activists adopt is coun-
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Israel takes anti-boycott fight to halls of United Nations

One of the largest crowds ever to attend a Negev Gala was on hand
Tuesday, May 31, as this year’s  gala honoured Peter Leipsic.

In the picture above are (l-r): Gala Co-Chairs Mel Lazareck, Keith Jordan, Kerrie
Halprin, and Richard Leipsic; JNF Canada CEO Josh Cooper; JNF Manitoba &
Saskatchewn Executive Director Ariel Karabelnicoff; JNF MB & SK outgoing President
Karla Berbrayer; Honouree Peter Leipsic, and Karen Leipsic. 

Dog Yoga at the Asper Centre
Something new is now being offered by the Rady JCC: Dog yoga.

As the many different forms of yoga have become increasingly pop-
ular among Winnipeggers, it’s necessary to “stay ahead of the curve”.
So - on Sunday, May 29, a large crowd of dog owners gathered in the
field across from the Asper Campus to participate in the Rady JCC’s
first ever program designed to attract Jewish and non-Jewish dogs
alike. Unfortunately, only a few of the dogs understood how to prop-
erly perform the “Downward Dog” yoga pose. There is no word yet
as to whether the Rady JCC will soon begin to sell memberships to
dogs. (Cats may be upset and the Rady JCC hates controversy.)

Continued on page 2. See “United Nations”.

DANNY DANON
Israel’s ambassador to the United Nations
“BDS has already infected the United
Nations – yes, the United Nations. When
the U.N. is opening the door to BDS, we
have to respond.”

Matisyahu “pumps up the volume”
1300 at this year’s Negev Gala

By BERNIE BELLAN
It was an eventful evening last Tuesday as the entire lower bowl of the Centennial Concert Hall

was filled to capacity for this year’s Negev Gala. Proceeds raised will go toward refurbishing a
women’s shelter in Rishon Le Zion, one of three shelters run by an Israeli organization called
“NO to Violence Against Women”.

Gala honouree Peter Leipsic chose this particular project as part of his “commitment to protect
others both as a professional and as a philanthropist”, the gala program noted. 

Entertainment at the gala was provided by well-known singer Matisyahu, whose style combines
elements of Reggae and Hip Hop. For more on this year’s gala, turn to pages 4 and 24.

JWC class of ’91 and Garden City class of ’66 hold
reunions ...............page 6
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Israeli Supreme Court strives to find right balance between
security needs, civil rights

By MYRON LOVE 
It is a real challenge in a democratic society in our

current age of terrorism to find the right balance
between civil liberties and the needs of security. In
Israel, which has been living under the threat of ter-
rorism throughout the country’s entire existence,
there is an added layer to deal with in finding that
balance between religious and civil law.

For Israel’s Supreme Court, finding that mean is
akin to walking a tightrope – which happens to have
been the theme for a presentation – on Thursday,
May 19, at Congregation Etz Chayim – by one
Rotem Malach. Currently based in San Francisco,
Malach is the central emissary of the World Zionist
Organization’s Department of Diaspora Activities
for North American. His stopover in Winnipeg was
part of a cross Canada tour to raise awareness of the
role of Israel’s Supreme Court in “defending and
shaping the Jewish and democratic identity of the
State of Israel”.

The central part of Malach’s presentation was a
showing of the documentary film, “The Judge”,
which focuses on the life and career of Aharan
Barak, who served on the Supreme Court for almost
30 years and served as President of the Court from
1995 to 2006. Barak’s interview during the film was
was also the only interview that he ever gave.

But first, some preliminaries. Malach noted that
the court is staffed by 15 judges (although individ-
ual cases are judged by smaller groupings of
judges). Judges in Israel are not political appointees,
he said. The following are qualified to be appointed
Justice of the Supreme Court: a person who has held office as a judge of a
District Court for a period of five years, or has taught law at a university.
Supreme Court Justices are appointed by a Judicial Selection Committee
composed of nine members - including three sitting Supreme Court
Justices (including the President of the Supreme Court), two cabinet min-
isters (one of them being the Minister of Justice), two other Knesset mem-
bers, and two representatives of the Israel Bar Association. The committee
is chaired by the Minister of Justice.

As Malach pointed out, political persuasion (left or right wing,
Conservative or Liberal, religious or secular, Jewish or Arab) plays no role
in the selection. Current Supreme Court members include four women (one
of whom is president) and one Christian Arab.

In the documentary, Aharon Barak comes across as a man of great

courage and high principle who was focused on find-
ing the right balance for the good of Israeli society. A
child Holocaust survivor (he was hidden by a family
in Lithuania), he first came to prominence in 1977
when, as Israel’s attorney-general, he prosecuted
Leah Rabin for having an American bank account
(which was illegal in Israel at that time) and forced
Prime Minister Itzhak Rabin to resign. 

As he noted in the interview, that case showed that
no one in Israel is above the law.

At the Camp David accords, he was the primary
Israeli negotiator in the negotiations that led to the
Israel-Egypt peace treaty.

As a member of the Supreme Court and President of
the court, he was involved in a number of controver-
sial decisions, one example of which was ruling in
1996 that a certain main road in Jerusalem should be
kept open on Shabbat outside of hours of prayer. That
decision brought an estimated 400,000 Haredim on to
the streets of Jerusalem surrounding the Supreme
Court building to protest the decision.

Among other rulings during his tenure were that
Israeli soldiers were not allowed to place Palestinian
civilians in danger by having Palestinians knock on
doors of houses that IDF soldiers were about to raid,
and that the separation barrier (dividing Israel proper
and Israeli communities across the Green Line from
the Palestinian territories) is legal (with some minor
modifications).

Following the film, Malach led his audience
through a sheet with a series of statements about what
is and isn’t legal in Israel. The answers were often

surprising. For example, gay marriage, interfaith marriages and civil mar-
riages are all legally recognized in Israel. The catch is that the marriages
have to be performed outside of Israel because the rabbinate doesn’t rec-
ognize them.

Similarly, Reform and Conservative conversions are recognized in Israel
despite the refusal of the Orthodox Rabbinate to recognize such conver-
sions.

The sale of pork is also legal in Israel in certain areas.
“The values of human rights have a supreme legal status in the State of

Israel,” Malach summed up, “and the Supreme Court of Israel is one of the
strongest and most active courts in the world when it comes to protecting
human rights.” 

ROTEM MALACH
“The values of human rights have a
supreme legal status in the State of
Israel, and the Supreme Court of
Israel is one of the strongest and most
active courts in the world when it
comes to protecting human rights.” 

terproductive.
“Defensiveness is not effective,”

said David Sable, global CEO of
Young & Rubicam, an international

advertising firm that has done extensive research on Americans’ senti-
ments about Israel.

“Theirs is a positive message, ours is negative. We’re anti, they’re pro,”
Sable, a veteran of the Israeli Defense Forces, said of the BDS movement.
“We look like a corporate brochure. What they’ve put out is a creative
platform for self-expression. If you were a college student, which one
would you go for? It’s clear. We got a problem, my friends.”

Sable suggested activists instead focus on winning over the undecideds
– those who don’t favor one side or the other in the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict – with positive messages about Israel that can resonate with young
people.

Frank Luntz, the Republican political consultant and pollster, said pro-
Israel activists need to speak in language that appeals to the demographics
least sympathetic toward Israel: women, 18- to 29-year-olds and
Democrats.

“Focus on language to the left. Imagine you are speaking to a 21-year-
old college Democrat woman,” he said. Focus on educating, don’t yell and
don’t be afraid of expressing sympathy for the plight of the Palestinian
people, Luntz advised.

Indeed, while the crowd at Tuesday’s conference was strongly, even stri-
dently pro-Israel, speakers who expressed sympathy for the plight of the
Palestinians were greeted with warm applause. Among them was
SodaStream CEO Daniel Birnbaum, whose West Bank factory in Maale
Adumim, which employed Palestinians alongside Israelis, long was a tar-
get of the BDS movement. When SodaStream shuttered the factory in
2013 to consolidate its operations at a larger, newly constructed facility in
the Israeli city of Beersheba, the move was falsely cited as a victory for
the BDS movement. In fact, it was to accommodate the company’s rapid

growth, Birnbaum said.
“Let’s get to know Palestinians. There are good Palestinians. They’re not

all terrorists, believe me,” Birnbaum said, urging audience members to
wish Palestinians a happy Ramadan next week, when the Muslim holy
month begins.

The conference included two Palestinian presenters: “Son of Hamas”
author Mosab Hassan Yousef, who for years served as a Shin Bet infor-
mant and whose life story has been made into a film, and Bassem Eid,
founder of the Palestinian Human Rights Monitoring Group, a watchdog
focused on Palestinian institutional malfeasance.

Like many of the speakers at the conference, Eid took advantage of the
conference setting to take swipes at the host locale, blaming the United
Nations for helping perpetuate the Israeli-Palestinian conflict rather than
resolve it by focusing on good governance, accountability and economic
growth for the Palestinians.

“Not one country around the world tried to focus on the economic issues
and economic prosperity,” Eid said. “At the end of the day we the
Palestinians are the ones who are suffering not only from the foreign poli-
cies of the international community, but also from the policies of our own
leadership.”

The president of the World Jewish Congress, Ronald Lauder, whose
group helped sponsor the conference, said organizers chose to hold the
event at the United Nations to send a message. The international body was
created 70 years ago with the pledge that the world would never again
countenance the kind of destruction wrought against the Jews during the
Holocaust, yet today the U.N. is being used as a platform for the BDS
campaign, he said.

“But there is something that has changed in the last 70 years. We have
changed. The era of the quiet Jew, the timid Jew, the ghetto Jew is long
over,” Lauder said. “We are no longer victims. We no longer have to rely
on others to protect us. And we are absolutely done being quiet. Enough is
enough.”

United Nations
Continued from page 1.



Gwen Secter Centre presents evocative film on difficulty seniors have
in re-establishing relationships with members of the opposite sex

By 
BERNIE BELLAN

Love after 70 – how
difficult is it to find a
partner when you’re
single and over 70?

By all accounts, it’s
not easy, but for the
80 or so people
(including several
high school students
from Garden City
Collegiate) who were
in attendance at the
Gwen Secter Centre Monday afternoon, May 30, watching a film about 15
men and 15 women making the attempt to re-establish a relationship with
the opposite sex was a real eye opener.

The occasion was the viewing of a film titled “The Age of Love”, a film
that was first released in April 2014. Since then it has gone on to receive
hundreds of viewings around the world, most commonly in seniors’ centres
similar to the Gwen Secter Centre.

The film traces the interactions of a number of seniors who live in the
Rochester, New York area. Through candid interviews with a number of the
men and women – all of whom were white, by the way, and of whom a cer-
tain number were evidently Jewish (although how many of the 30 were
Jewish was not disclosed), the viewer is offered a penetrating glimpse of
the different sorts of pressures that are brought to bear upon individuals
when they’re interested in getting back into the dating game later in life.

Only one of the seniors shown in the film says that he is divorced. Of the
others profiled, each of them say they had been widowed. Not all of those
who had been widowed, however, say that their marriages had been happy
ones. 

What brings them together is an evening of “speed dating”, during which
each participant is allotted five minutes to speak with each member of the
opposite sex. Each participant has been given a
card with the names of the others. At the end of
the evening they are asked to hand in their cards,
with the names of anyone whom they might be
interested in meeting checked off. Subsequently
each individual is sent a letter listing the names
of anyone else who has indicated an interest in
meeting them.

Following the showing of the movie, Elaine
Stern, Program/Volunteer Director at the Gwen
Secter Centre, introduced the producer of the
movie, Steven Loring, who spoke to the audi-
ence via Skype. Loring explained that, of the 30
individuals who participated, 48 different dates
occurred. The most number of dates that took
place between the same two seniors was nine.
Loring noted that no permanent relationships
developed among any of the seniors who were in
the film.

As I watched the film, however, I was struck
by how deeply honest each of the individuals
who allowed themselves to be filmed was in dis-
cussing their expectations, along with their
assessments of what they, themselves, had to
offer to someone of the opposite sex. (I suppose
one might find fault with the film’s interest only
in examining heterosexual relationships; so far
as I know there hasn’t been a similar film made
examining relationships on a large scale among
LGBT seniors,)

The film opens with a very buff senior by the
name of Lou, who says he’s 82. Lou is a dedi-
cated bodybuilder who proceeds to pose for the
camera in various bodybuilding poses. Later,
after the speed dating program has been held,
and the participants receive letters informing
them how many others were interested in meet-
ing them, Lou is crushed to learn that only one
other woman has expressed an interest in meet-
ing him. In contrast, some of the other men who
were not in nearly as good physical shape as Lou
prove to be of much greater interest to the ladies.

As one of the seniors notes, in reflecting upon
what proved to be important in helping the speed
daters decide whom they might like to meet:
“What’s more important is their demeanour as

they’re talking to you.”
Another woman says,

“The ones I selected were
the ones who didn’t talk a
lot about their children or
their grandchildren.”

Throughout the film
though, the honesty that
each of the seniors displays
in discussing what they’d
like to see in someone of the
opposite sex is refreshingly
candid.

During the speed dating
sessions, one man tells the
woman sitting opposite him
that he’s had some bad
experiences in the dating
scene since he tried getting
back into it: “I was fixed up
with a woman who, by the
end of the evening had had
five scotch and waters.
Another one said she liked

to go to the casino three or four evenings a week – I can’t afford that. I took
another lady to a hockey game. She fell off a stand and cracked her head.
Now she has real problems.”

One of the women tells the man sitting across from here that she “had
coffee with someone at Barnes & Noble and he said he didn’t want to have
another coffee because he had an appointment. I knew I wasn’t quite the lit-
tle chick he was looking for.”

Then there was Addie – quite the vivacious woman, who stands a fair bit
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A scene from “The Age of Love” in which two
senior members of the opposite sex engage in
“seniors’ speed dating”.

Continued on page 8. See “Age of Love”.



I suppose that the lasting impression which
will be left in the minds of the vast majority of
those who attended the Negev Gala on Tuesday,
May 31st, will be how incredibly loud the music
was. It would be a shame  though, if the other
aspects of the evening were relegated to the
recesses of individuals’ minds.

Up until the time the evening’s featured per-
former, Matisyahu, took to the stage, everything

had been going flawlessly. The speeches  given by dignitaries were short
and to the point; the video presentations – highlighting the achievements of
the JNF and Peter Leipsic’s own long career of service to the community
were very professionally done; and the remarks given by Peter’s son
Jonathon, along with Peter’s own speech, were poignant and delivered with
meaning.

Then, within a few minutes of Matisyahu and his band’s pumping up the
volume to incredible levels in something akin to the roar of a jet engine
enveloping the concert hall, here and there you could see individuals get-
ting up from their seats. But surely, most of those of us who remained in
our seats thought to ourselves: “He’s not going to continue at this incredi-
bly obnoxious noise level. Doesn’t he realize that he’s playing to a mostly
older audience?” (although there was a significant number of youthful
attendees as well, we had been reminded earlier by Karla Berbrayer, out-
going president of the JNF Manitoba-Saskatchewan Division).

But, Matisyahu didn’t turn it down and so, it wasn’t long before a size-
able proportion of those in attendance had made their way to the foyer
where, luckily enough, the desserts that had been prepared by Desserts Plus
were already laid out. (What would a Jewish affair be like if there weren’t
fabulous desserts available?) I remarked to the several individuals who
asked me what I was going to write about the evening that I was going to
have some fun describing what happened.  I jokingly said that my headline
would be: “Turn up the volume” and that I could compare the exodus of
patrons leaving their seats early due to Matisyahu’s ear-splitting perfor-
mance to the exodus of the Hebrews from Egypt.

Frivolity aside, however, in addition to the serious and well considered
remarks given prior to the entertainment portion of the evening, especially
the explanation given by JNF Manitoba-Saskatchewan executive director
Ariel Karabelnicoff as to why Peter Leipsic had specifically chosen a shel-
ter for female victims of domestic violence as the project which he wanted
to see funded by proceeds from this year’s gala – in addition to Peter’s own
speech in which he expounded upon those reasons, there was one another
element to the evening that had been introduced by JNF National CEO Josh
Cooper.

In a reference to the protesters who had been gathered outside the
Concert Hall prior to the gala, Cooper proceeded to advance a well-rea-
soned defense of the JNF’s record over the years – in direct contradiction
of the protesters’ claims that the JNF has a spotty record of sometimes ille-

gally confiscating Arab
lands. It’s not the first
time protesters had
assembled prior to a
JNF gala here and, as in
past years, I had spoken
to some of those pro-
testers to try and get a
sense of what it was
that was motivating
them.

This year, as I
approached the protest-
ers, a young woman
with blue hair
approached me rather
aggressively and asked
me who I was, as if to
say that I was not wel-
come among them. I
gave her my name and
told her that I was the
owner of the Jewish
newspaper in
Winnipeg. Immediately
she lightened up and
said to me, much to my
surprise: “Oh, you
know I went on
Birthright.” 

“You did?” I thought
to myself. “Well, I’m

not sure that Birthright had the desired effect in your case,” I also thought
to myself.  She went on to note that, after Birthright, she stayed in
Ramallah for a time. “Well, how do you like that?” I wondered. Did she go
to Israel with pre-conceived notions about Israel and the Palestinians or did
something happen to her while she was there, I also wondered. In any
event, I didn’t have time to engage her in lengthy conversation at the
moment, but I did invite her to send me something in writing, if she so
desired.

“I’ve got 100 pages written already,” she answered. 
“A hundred pages?” I said. “Can you send me just an excerpt?”
“Well, you could print it in parts,” she answered. Now, that’s something

that I’m sure would absolutely rivet our readers’ attention. Still, if that
young woman happens to be told of this column, I’d like her to realize that
I was serious about running something by her. I’d be curious to know what
made someone from Winnipeg who did go on Birthright develop such a
negative view of Israel that she’d come out to protest the JNF – or was she
simply taking advantage of a free trip to Israel, with a pre-conceived notion
of Israel before she even went on the trip?

Returning to Josh Cooper’s remarks about the protesters which, by the
way, seemed to have been delivered off the cuff, and which formulated as
reasoned a defense of the JNF’s track record as you are likely to hear any-
where, it occurred to me that, of late, Israel’s defenders have been scoring
some major victories, especially when it comes to countering the BDS
movement.

Matisyahu himself, we were told, has just arrived in Winnipeg by private
jet that day because he had been playing a central role earlier in the day
during a conference held to counter the BDS movement at the U.N. in New
York City. As well, there have been other recent developments, including a
letter signed by 155 McGill University professors condemning the BDS
movement, along with a decision by McGill’s student board also to halt any
moves that might be brought forward in the future calling upon McGill to
support the BDS movement.

But perhaps the most salutary finding insofar as the BDS movement is
concerned came in the form of articles that I read on The Algemeiner and
The Times of Israel websites. The Algemeiner reported a story about the
CEO of the Israeli company Sodastream, which had been specifically tar-
geted by proponents of the BDS movement, as saying that sales of his com-
pany’s products had jumped from $90 million a year to over $400 million
a year since the boycott was introduced. “I encourage any company that
wants to grow its sales to be attacked by the BDS movement,” said
Sodastream CEO Daniel Birnbaum.

The Times of Israel ran a headline saying: “Despite BDS, Israeli firms
enjoy a foreign investment boom”. The subhead noted: “With pro-boycott
arguments failing to make an impact, Bloomberg report finds, fertile con-
ditions are driving record capital flow”.

It would seem, therefore, that, rather than having the intended effect, the
BDS movement has not had a negative impact upon the Israeli economy at
all. Of course, there is still the nasty business of Israeli academics being
prevented from appearing in certain institutions of higher learning around
the world, or of academics refusing to attend conferences in Israel, but even
at that, we have the recent phenomenon of a huge number of Italian acad-
emics specifically choosing to go to Israel in solidarity with their Israeli
colleagues.

So, as much as protests at events such as the JNF Gala here in Winnipeg
have become traditional, they don’t really have much effect, other than to
galvanize support for the JNF from within those in attendance at the galas.
It would appear, as well that, at least within the business world – and
among ordinary consumers of Israeli-made products, the BDS movement
has had exactly the opposite effect that was intended by its creators. 

In a similar vein, reports from the Israel Tourist Authority would seem to
indicate that tourism levels have not been much affected by the knifing and
car ramming attacks that began last September, but now appear to have
largely dissipated. Thus, the Israeli economy is humming along on all
cylinders – much to our relief.

One final note: If you were as much of a fan of Bartley Kives’s writing
in the Free Press as I was, you’ll be sad to know that Bart is no longer
employed by that paper. While he has made the move to the CBC (which
seems to be the ultimate final destination for  many high profile media
types in this town), I can’t say that I’ll go looking for Bart’s  columns on
the CBC website the same way I used to when they were in the Free Press.

In the same way that getting my news on the Internet just isn’t as satis-
fying an experience for me (and for many of our readers as well, I’ve been
told over the years), having to look for Bartley Kives’s writing on a web-
site isn’t quite the same as having it on a printed page. But, like many of
you, I’m wondering just how bad things must be at the Free Press for that
paper to have lost one of its star columnists?
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Coren column in Free Press on anti-Semitism draws ire of some readers
By MYRON LOVE

An opinion piece by Michael Coren in the May 25th edition of the
Winnipeg Free Press had some readers up in arms over  the suggestion that
Palestinians are free of anti-Semitism and that, somehow, it is the Israelis
who are responsible for Palestinian suffering rather than pointing to the
true culprit – that is, their own political and religious leadership.

Coren starts out this most recent column well enough, with a look at the
enduring stain of anti-Semitism in Europe and how, even in Canada, the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict fuels growing anti-Semitism among left wing groups.

He begins to go off the rails, however, when he declares the Palestinians
entirely free of anti-Semitism. Coren is right when he states that the
Palestinians played no role in the Holocaust. On the other hand, Palestinian
(and other) Muslim preachers continually describing Jews as “sons of pigs
and apes” sure sounds like anti-Semitism, as does the Palestinian leader-
ship inculcating hatred of Jews (shorthand for Israelis) from kindergarten
on up and through summer camps and media. Palestinian children learn
from a young age that the highest ideal they can aspire to when grown up
is to kill a Jew. (For readers who want to read what children learn in
Palestinian schools, I would suggest looking up Itamar Marcus’s writings.)

As well, banning Israeli Jews from Palestinian-ruled areas, calling for a
boycott of Israeli-made products (a boycott call which many Palestinians
ignore), denying any historical Jewish connection to the land of Israel, and
spreading lies about Jews and Israel worldwide all  sound like anti-
Semitism.

The main point that Coren is trying to make is that critics of Israel should
not all automatically be labeled as anti-Semites. It is a question that I have
been asked more than once. And my answer is that Israel isn’t perfect and
that there are certainly reasons to criticize Israel. Maybe you might want to
criticize Israel’s environmental record, income inequality, refugee policies
- all legitimate, if that criticism is in context.

Regrettably though, the vast majority of criticism of Israel is hyperbole
based on lies. The Palestinians regularly throw around supercharged words
such as genocide, massacres, apartheid and Nazism to describe Israeli
actions, all of which are lies. And Israel is regularly alone condemned for
real and imaginary policies while all other countries, many of whom whose
behavior is much, much worse, get a pass. 

The most recent example of this anti-Semitic double standard occurred
two weeks ago when the World Heath Organization called for an investiga-
tion into alleged abuses of “mental, physical and environmental health”
rights by Israel, the only country singled out during the annual assembly of
the United Nations body. The motion, co-sponsored by the Arab Group of
States and the Palestinians, commissions a delegation to investigate and
report on “the health conditions in the (supposedly) occupied Palestinian
territory” and in “the (supposedly) occupied Syrian Golan,” and to place it
on the agenda at next year’s meeting.

Among the more than 100 countries voting in favour of the motion were
the United Kingdom, France and Germany – supposed allies of Israel.

That is anti-Semitism.
Let us take also one example from Coren where he comments on

American Christian Zionists who “applaud every Israeli action while dis-
missing the cries of fellow Christians who are Palestinian”. The implica-
tion is that somehow it is Israel’s fault that Christians living under the rule
of the Palestinian Authority are being oppressed and are being forced to
leave. Coren should know better than most that the only country in the
Middle East where Christian Arabs (and Christians in general) can live and
practice their religion openly and in peace is Israel. Everywhere through-
out the Muslim world, Christians today are living in a state of siege.

So why is it that only Israel comes in for criticism of its treatment of
Christians – even from Western Christian groups? The answer lies in effec-
tive Arab and Palestinian propaganda at the local level while, in internation-
al forums, the world’s 40 Muslim countries protect each other from criticism.

The Palestinians’ present plight, such as it is, is a result of their leader-
ship rejecting the United Nations decision to partition the land of Palestine
(or what was left of it when the British gave two-thirds of historic Palestine
to the Hashemite Family to form the Kingdom of Jordan) into Jewish and
Arab States.

As for Coren’s reference to Palestinian “suffering” (as compared to
whom – the Syrians, the Iraqis, the Yemenis, the Libyans, the Kurds, the
Afghans?), the implication is that Israel is solely responsible. If so, then
Coren is looking in the wrong direction. The people responsible for their
suffering are their own leadership.

In Gaza, that leadership is made up of Islamic Fundamentalist fanatics
(Hamas) whose stated mission in life is to destroy the Jewish States of Israel
and replace it with  an  Islamic state – and Hamas couldn’t care less how
many Palestinian lives they have to sacrifice to achieve that goal.

On the other side, the Palestinian Authority is comprised of corrupt oli-
garchs whose only desire is to hold on to power forever and continue to redi-
rect the monies that come in from Western donors into the oligarchs’ own
bank accounts. Like Hamas, they don’t give a damn about their own people.

I do feel sympathy for the Palestinian people. I believe that, if given the
choice, many of them would be quite content to live  in peace with Israel,
benefiting from Israeli technology (which they already do in many cases),
sharing in Israeli prosperity and enjoying the same freedoms that Jews and
Arabs living in Israel have.

Regrettably, living under Palestinian dictatorships, the Palestinians do
not have those freedoms.

LETTER

Gorilla and the Jews
Recently, a story made the news for quite some time. No it wasn’t about

Israel! It was a about a gorilla in the U.S.A. that was “murdered” to save
a child’s life.

When that child fell into a cage in a U.S. zoo, there was fear that the
gorilla would kill the child. While the gorilla appeared peaceful at first,
the shouts from the crowd seemed to rile him. The gorilla  began to toss
the child around. It had to be shot to death to save the child. Animal
lovers called it murder and left memorial items at the zoo. If only the
Jewish people could get such rachmoones (mercy) from the ultra-leftists
when Jews are murdered in Israel!

When the knife intifada was at its height, leftists complained that an
“excessive” number of terrorists were being “murdered” when, in the act
of stabbing Jews, soldiers or sometimes civilians reacted by shooting
them. Maybe they would (Jewish soldiers) have gotten rachmoones if
they had disguised Tzahal members as gorillas. When a terrorist was shot
in the head by a distraught solder, recently, Israel was pelted with  fire
and brimstone for the act. Maybe the soldier should have disguised him-
self as a gorilla.

No matter what Israel does, it is “always in the wrong” according to lib-
erals. I guess we Jews should fight this liberalism by declaring “Jewish
Gorilla Lives Matter”!!!
Jerry “Yoseph” Snell
Providence R.I.

Corrections
In our recent Lifestyles supplement we published an article about the

Viscount Gort Hotel offering a kosher option. The article stated that Rabbi
Gabe Brojges serves as a “dedicated mashgiach” for the Viscount Gort. In
fact, Rabbi Brojges serves as a mashgiach for facilities throughout the city.
As well the article mentioned that the hotel had held a Seder there recent-
ly. Rabbi Brojges did not play a part in that Seder whatsoever.

Our article about the Nuremberg trials misstated the number of Nazis
who were indicted in the first trial. The number was 25, not 35.Landmark Decision Made

Against Boycott & Sanctions
By Aidan Fishman
B’nai Brith Canada
Campus Affairs Coordinator

In a landmark decision for Canada, issued Tuesday of this week, the
Judicial Board of the Students’ Society of McGill University (SSMU)
ruled against the anti-Israel Boycott and Sanctions Movement, finding
that it violates the student union’s constitution. 

This decision followed three attempts within the past 18 months to
impose the discriminatory campaign on McGill students, who rejected it
on each occasion. The most recent vote on the issue, which occurred in
February, was accompanied by antisemitic harassment aimed at students
opposing the movement.

According to the unanimous panel of McGill Law students who heard
the case, “the inescapable conclusion is that motions similar to the BDS
motion, which target one specific nation, breach values inherent in
[SSMU’s] Constitution and the Equity Policy”. Pending ratification by
the SSMU Board of Directors, this judicial decision will halt the stream
of anti-Israel motions put before the student body during the past few
years. Moreover, given the extreme similarity among the constitutions of
various Canadian student unions, boycott motions may now be invalidat-
ed within those bodies, as well.

Last week, 155 McGill professors signed an open letter condemning
the boycott and sanctions movement. In the letter’s preamble, widely
respected history professor Gil Troy outlined an alarming rise in anti-
semitism on Canadian university campuses, quoting explicitly from
B’nai Brith Canada’s expose last April on Holocaust denier Ken
O’Keefe’s speech at the University of Toronto.



6 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, June 8, 2016

Myron Love

Joseph Wolinsky class of ‘91 reunion creates endowment fund
in memory of classmate Adam Anhang 

Over the May long
weekend, 25 former
classmates of the
1991 graduating
class of Joseph
Wolinsky Collegiate came together to celebrate the 25th anniversary of
their graduation – with a prominent role in the gathering being honouring
the memory of former classmate Adam Anhang (z”l).

Adam Anhang (for those readers who may not recall) was the victim of a
murder for hire plot orchestrated by his wife in Puerto Rico just over ten
years ago.

“In planning our reunion,” notes Lori Binder, “we made it a priority to
celebrate Adam’s life. At our brunch at the school on Sunday morning
(which also included several former teachers and some of the parents of the
graduates), we all shared our favourite memories of Adam.”

Jerry Cohen, who was principal of Joseph Wolinsky for 17 years, in a
video (he was away and unable to attend), recalled greeting the class of ’91
on their first day of school at the then-north end school. “I was greeting the
south end kids who were getting off the bus,” he recalled. “This one 12-
year- old gets off the bus, walks up to me full of confidence, shakes my
hand and introduces himself as Adam Anhang.”

Binder (who, after graduation, went on to a career as an educator at
Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate, subsequently renamed the  Gray Academy,
was appointed last June as Head of School and CEO of the Winnipeg Board
of Jewish Education) remembers Anhang playing the stock market from a
young age.

She also recounts the class’s Israel trip after Grade 12 graduation. “We
were in Israel during the time Operation Solomon (the Israeli government
airlift of Ethiopian Jews to Israel) was taking place,” she says. “We were
staying at a hotel in Tiberius and a number of the newly arrived Ethiopians
were being housed at a hotel next door, having just been airlifted to Israel
less than 24 hours earlier. We all went to the hotel and one of our friends
played guitar as we all sang ‘David Melech Yisrael’ and other familiar
Hebrew songs. Adam got up and started dancing with an Ethiopian elder. I
know that he knew better than any of us the Jewish history we were wit-
nessing first hand at that very moment. It was amazing to see and a mem-
ory that many of us share.”

As was traditional at Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate (and still today at  the
Gray Academy), every member of the Grade 12 class creates a video of
their ethical will. During the reunion, the Class of ’91 (and guests) viewed
clips of their own ethical wills as well as Adam Anhang’s ethical will.
“Adam’s ethical will was the most articulate,” Binder says. “As part of it,
he gave a Dvar Torah on Torah U’Madah (a discourse on the relationship
between Judaism and secularism).”

In memory of Adam, Binder reports, the Class of ’91 has created an
endowment fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba within the existing
Gray Academy Endowment Fund. The new \endowment fund is intended
to support co-curricular programming in the areas of Torah U Madah,
which may include Jewish experiential learning, or experiential learning in
the areas of business, ethics, and entrepreneurship. Binder notes that
Anhang’s classmates thus far have contributed $6,000. She adds that
Anhang’s parents, Abe and Barbara, have pledged to match the classmates’
donations dollar for dollar. Donations will also be matched by the Jewish
the Foundation of Manitoba  as Gray Academy is part of the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba’s Fund Matching Initiative.

The reunion organizing committee was co-chaired by Ian Schnoor (who
is a business owner in Toronto) and Dr. Shane Silver (who is a dermatolo-
gist in Winnipeg). “Ian spoke at the reunion about the impact that our edu-
cation at Joseph Wolinksy Collegiate had on us and who we are today,”
Binder says.

She notes that the Class of ’91 numbered 38. “Twelve flew in from cities
throughout North America,” she says. “At the end of the day, being part of
a small graduating class, most of us feel that we are part of a community
and that is a real gift.”

One of the attendees, Les Harasymek, a former Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate biology teacher, went from one high school reunion (at Gray
Academy) to a second reunion just a few days later. That would be the 50th
anniversary of the Garden City Collegiate graduating class of 1966 – of
which Harasymek was a member.

About 130 students graduated from Garden City Collegiate in 1966.
Forty-five of them came for the reunion over the last weekend in May.

Home base for the activities was the Fort Garry Hotel, reports Hugh Arklie,
one of the reunion organizers.

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Daniel Samphir (l) , Steven Fingold

(l-r: Jonathan Goldenberg, Arthur Liffmann, Les Harasymek (former
biology teacher), Shane Boroditsky

Former JWC students (l-r):  Renee Zaionz (formerly Hurtig), Rana
Shenkarow (formerly Targownik), Melanie Riker (formerly
Rosenberg), Alana Devlin (formerly Lazareck)

Shane Silver (l), Ian Schnoor

Members of Garden City Collegiate’s grad class of 1966 at the CMHR,
May 26. Sitting: Leya Tapper. (l-r):  Bernie Tapper, Marilyn
Armstrong, Christine Warkentin, Marilyn Sheftel, Bill Anthony, Greg
Neid, Garry Magorel, Averil Share, Anita Grenier, Max Feldman, Saul
Targownik, Rick Burik, Kenn Rosin, Rochelle Litman, Harvey
Litman, Jack Solomon.

(l-r): Shane Silver, Ian Schnoor and the late
Adam Anhang at Shane's Wedding in  2003

Continued on page 12. See “Myron Love”.



Michael Eleff reduces work load after 40 years of practising and teaching psychiatry
“For too long a time – for half a century, in fact –

psychiatry tried to interpret the human mind mere-
ly as a mechanism, and consequently the therapy of
mental disease merely in terms of technique. I
believe this dream has been dreamt out. What now
begins to loom on the horizon is not psychologized
medicine but rather those of human psychiatry.”

- Viktor E. Frankl, “Man’s Search for Meaning”
Throughout his four decade-long career as a psy-

chiatrist, Michael Eleff, MD, FRCPC, has, as he says, always done a little bit
of private practice in addition to his primary role as a staff psychiatrist at the
Health Sciences Centre and teaching at the (newly renamed) Max Rady
College of Medicine.

“But what I will be doing beginning in July is more or less a half time com-
munity based practice in Winnipeg,” he said during a recent interview with The
Jewish Post & News.

On May 10, Dr. Eleff, an Associate Professor in the  Department of
Psychiatry  in the Rady Faculty of Health Sciences, gave a power point pre-
sentation entitled 40 Years of Psychiatry: Learning and Teaching. The lecture,
which was held at the Basic Medical Sciences Building, attracted some 70 peo-
ple– both health care professionals and members of the public.

“It was important to me to attend, so I made it for the time that I could – the
second half of Michael’s presentation,” said Dr. Mark Etkin, another local psy-
chiatrist, in an email response to questions from a reporter. “I was a family
physician, having worked at Klinic and then the HIV centre - Village Clinic, in
1989, when I applied to the Department of Psychiatry residency program.
Michael was the residency program director at the time that I applied. He was
positive, accepting, and supportive of me personally as an applicant, and later,
as one of my supervisors during my time as a resident.”

Dr. Etkin added that psychiatry has gone through various changes, some
“perhaps for the better; others not necessarily so.”

“Michael has always been a steady influence, as a humanitarian, and as a per-
son who stayed true to his vision of what is important in psychiatric care,” he
added. “He did not change these views merely because of some change or fad
in psychiatric practice. He has always been keenly attuned to the needs of his
patients. It seemed to me that he was always kind and empathic.”

He called Dr. Eleff’s lecture full of wisdom.
“He focused on some things that I have heard him say in the past,” Dr. Etkin

continued. “It was helpful to me to hear some of his nuggets of wisdom again.
Michael is one of a kind. He is a multi-faceted gem with much to love and
appreciate.”

Dr. Eleff, who was born and raised in New York City, received his under-
graduate degree in English Literature at the U of M.

“As an undergraduate, I thought the professors had the best life in the world
– teaching and writing about life, literature and poetry and chasing young
women,” he said. “What I decided is that I wanted to be a therapist, and at the
time psychology at the U of M was experimental and not clinical psychology.
So, I primarily went to the U of M medical school to become a psychiatrist.
That was my goal. I picked up the science requirements and was accepted into
medical school.”

Dr. Eleff said he moved to Winnipeg
because of a connection he had with Dr. Philip
Katz, who trained in New York.

“He taught me that psychiatry is not just a
skill-set but an expression of caring,” he
offered, noting that Dr. Katz was like a “big
brother” to him. “I discovered that between the
inexpensive tuition and the eight month uni-
versity year, and the strong U.S. dollar, that I
could attend university in Canada for next to
nothing in the 1960s. So, I came here to go to
the University of Manitoba because it was
affordable.”

He also met his future wife, Chana Thau, a
language student at the U of M. Today, they
have three adult children -  with three grand-
children on the way, said Dr. Eleff, a self
described moderately traditional Jew.

“I valued everything I did at medical
school,” he emphasized. “But, what I tell my
students is choosing a career is like choosing a
pair of shoes. You look. You try them on.

Then, you walk around in them. The question is whether it’s a good shoe for
you.”

Apart from Dr. Katz, Dr. Eleff pointed to the other major influences on his
life: His mother, Jean Zipkin Eleff (z”l), “who taught me that life is precious
and all people are precious”; Dr. Nahum Spinner (z”l) of McMaster University,
“who taught me that medicine rests on history, and that the past informs the
present”; and, his wife “who has supported me when I would have fallen.”

In 2004, Dr. Eleff travelled to South Russia, to the Caucasus, on a Canada-
Russia exchange program, to teach about community responses to trauma. He
arrived five weeks after the terrible tragedy in Beslan – 330 children died in a
town of 10,000, in a terrorist attack.

“This event underscored both the terrible events that continue to occur in the
world, and the capacity of caring individuals to promote healing in the abat-
toir,” Dr. Eleff observed soberly.

Over the years, he has seen numerous changes in psychiatry, he said.
“On the positive side there are now standardized diagnostic language and

assessments,” Dr. Eleff emphasized. “Medications that may not necessarily
work better, but are certainly far less toxic. There’s also been some modest
improvement in society’s attitudes toward the mentally ill. Negative changes
include a rush to prescribing rather than understanding.”

The health care system, originally designed to facilitate care, has become the
arbiter and controller of care, he maintained.

“I’m most proud of the effort I’ve put into teaching not just the contents of
psychiatry, but a humane approach to the mentally ill,” said Dr. Eleff. “The two
pillars of my career have been the clinical work with adults, many of whom
live with severe and enduring mental illness, and teaching an approach to them
that emphasizes respect and caring.”

He certainly chose the right shoes. 
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MICHAEL ELEFF
“I’m most proud of the
effort I’ve put into
teaching not just the
contents of psychiatry,
but a humane approach
to the mentally ill.”

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

Sweet Ricotta & Strawberry Bourekas Recipe for Shavuot
By DANIELLE ORON

(The Nosher via JTA) – I’m a cheese and dairy
fanatic. So for obvious reasons my favorite holiday
is Shavuot. This is when spring has sprung and my
family makes a whole spread of cheese and dairy-
filled foods and desserts. There is always a ton of
different cheeses, spreads, breads, fluffy cheese-
cake, kugel, blintzes and my absolute favorite,
bourekas – puff pastry or a simple butter pie dough
filled with cheese and either potato, mushrooms or
spinach. When you manage to get one hot out of the
oven they are heavenly!

So why not have sweet bourekas on the table, too? I’ll be taking care of
that this year. They’ll be filled with a sweetened ricotta cheese and mac-
erated strawberries, since they are in season. No fresh strawberries
around? Try using jam in whatever flavor you like. 

You can also make these ahead and freeze them, baking one by one for
a midnight snack if you really want. The beauty of bourekas is that you
can bake them even if they are frozen. I love a good make-ahead recipe
when I know I’m making a slew of things during the holidays.

SWEET RICOTTA & STRAWBERRY BOUREKAS RECIPE
Yield: 12
Ingredients
1 sheet of puff pastry, cut into 3 1/2- to 4-inch squares
3/4 cup finely diced strawberries
1/2 teaspoon sugar
3/4 cup ricotta
1 1/2 tablespoons sugar
1/2 teaspoon vanilla bean paste or vanilla extract

1 egg
coarse sugar

Directions
Mix the diced strawberries and sugar (1/2 tea-

spoon) in a small bowl and allow to sit for 5 min-
utes. In a separate bowl, combine the ricotta with
the sugar (1 1/2 tablespoons) and the vanilla bean
paste.

Prepare an egg wash by whisking the egg with a
splash of water. Line a sheet pan with tin foil and

coat with a bit of cooking spray.
Fill each square with about 2 teaspoons of ricotta filling and about a tea-

spoon of strawberries, leaving at least a 1/4-inch border. Brush some egg
wash along the edges of the puff pastry and seal them into triangles. Use
a fork to press down along the edges. Brush the tops with egg wash and
sprinkle with lots of coarse sugar.

Transfer the bourekas to the prepared sheet pan and place in the freez-
er for at least 30 minutes. At this point you can transfer them to storage
bags and keep frozen until you’re ready to bake them.

Pre-heat the oven to 400 degrees and bake until golden brown and flaky,
about 18-20 minutes. Enjoy!

(Danielle Oron is a chef, photographer and blogger (“I Will Not Eat
Oysters”) the owner of a milk and cookies bakery in Toronto, and now a
cookbook author. She is Israeli, Moroccan, Canadian and American and
was classically trained at the French Culinary Institute.)

The Nosher food blog offers a dazzling array of new and classic Jewish
recipes and food news, from Europe to Yemen, from challah to shakshu-
ka and beyond. Check it out at www.TheNosher.com.
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Community Wide Shavuot
Celebration at Temple Shalom

Temple Shalom is excited and proud to be hosting the community-wide Shavuot
celebration this year. This will be the third celebration of its kind in Winnipeg, spon-
sored by Congregations Shaarey Zedek, Etz Chayim, Adas Yeshurun Herzlia, Chevra
Mishnayis and the Jewish Federation. Erev Shavuot is Saturday, June 11, transition-
ing straight from Shabbat into Erev Shavuot. The program offers a little bit of both. 

Doors open at 6:30 pm on Saturday, June 11. At 7 pm the Shabbat Seudah
Shlisheet begins, a dairy dinner honouring the traditions of Shavuot. There will be a
rabbis’ panel at 8 pm - “What Sinai Can Mean in the 21st Century”. Participants are
Rabbi Karen Soria, Rabbi Alan Green, Rabbi Larry Lander and Dr. Ruth Ashrafi. At
9 pm we break out for six wonderful sessions you can choose from. They are:
“BiblioDrama” with Sherry Wolfe-Elazar; “Sing a New Song” with Cantor Len
Udow; “The Penn Torah” with Ruth Livingston; “Story Telling” with Rabbi Justin
Jaron Lewis; “On Being Your Own Person” with Rabbi Larry Lander; and “Do We
Really Fall in Love? A Jewish View on Sexuality” with Dr. Ruth Ashrafi. A short
description of each session and where it will occur in the Temple will be posted on
our lobby notice board. 

From 8-10 pm there will be special activities for children while we are busy learn-
ing. Cantor Anibal “Yitchak” Mass and the Shaarey Zedek Dor Chadash Youth Choir
will be with them, plus other great activities that they will surely enjoy. 

At 10 pm we all gather for dessert and refreshments. We will conclude Shabbat
with a choice of Maariv Services and a congregational Havdalah. We then transition
into Shavuot with Kiddush and HaMotzi, followed by a Torah Ceremony -
”Celebrating the Torah”. Tikun Leil Shavuot, for those who wish to participate, will
be late night house-to-house study and discussion. 

Have I caught your interest yet?? I certainly hope so. Please join us on Saturday,
June 11, 6:30 pm. Registration is $18 per adult, $10 per child, and a maximum of $50
per family. Limited space is available. Please call the office at 204-453-1625 and/or
email: - templeshalomrsvp@gmail.com to register. 

Friday, June 10 7:30pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen Sorai with 
Cantor Len Udow

Saturday, June 11 12noon Yoga Shalom
Saturday, June 11 6:30pm Community Wide Shavuot Celebration (see above)
Sunday, June 12 10am Shavuot Torah Service with Rabbi Karen Soria
Sunday, June 12 2-4pm “Come-and-Go Tea” honouring Rabbi Karen Soria 

with short school presentation. 
Friday, June 17 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Kay Stone (story telling)

with Cantor Len Udow
Saturday, June 18 12noon Yoga Shalom
Saturday, June 18 7pm Movie Night and Havdalah
Sunday, June 19 10:30am Last class for Irma Penn School of Jewish Learning
Friday, June 24 8pm Shabbat Friday Night Live Service lay led by Linda

Freed with Cantor Len Udow and the FNL Band.
Saturday June 25 12noon Yoga Shalom

July and August Friday Shabbat services begin at 6:15pm.

apart from the other women shown in the
movie. She liked to go skydiving with her
late husband, she said, also that one time
the two of them had been touring in Costa

Rica when they were offered a ride by two men. “I was sure they were
drug lords,” she observes.

Addie explains: “I travel, I dance, and I flirt. I’m out there having a
good time – and I’ll never marry again!” (The movie never indicates
whether Addie was interested in any of the 15 men who were at the
speed-dating event. One of the final scenes of the film though shows her
dancing energetically with a much younger guy as he dips her almost to
the floor. Why did she even show up to the speed-dating event, I won-
dered – and did any of the men there check her name off on their cards?
Just like Lou the body builder, would her physicality had been regarded
as a negative trait?)

In contrast, one guy named Lou, who carries an oxygen tank around
with him everywhere he goes, and who wears a hearing aid, is disarm-
ingly honest about his physical impairments, saying that he’s not going to
try and hide his disabilities. (He says that he could go without the oxygen
tank for a time if need be, as well as the hearing aid, but he doesn’t want
to try and pretend that he’s something which he’s not.) Lou ends up hav-
ing three women indicate they would like to meet him – again, a confir-
mation that personality is far important than physical appearance – at
least among seniors.

Some of the seniors offered observations about what it’s like to be in
love later in life:

“I don’t think the feeling of being in love changes over time,” one says.
“Love comes in different shades and different forms as you grow

older,” says another.
“Love is easier when you’re older; you’re just looking for the sexy guy

when you’re younger,” suggests one woman.

Of all the men and women featured in the film, two hit it off the most:
Janice and Jim. In one of the funniest scenes in the film, Jim is shown
waiting for Janice to arrive on their first date. Janice is a little late and
when she starts to approach Jim she suddenly stops and says to him:
“You’re not the one I was expecting.” She turns around as if to walk
away, when she suddenly pivots and admits she was just kidding, saying
she wanted to give the filmmaker a real scare.

Janice and Jim engage in some real honest conversation. She says to
him, “It’s hard learning how to be single again.”

But Jim notes that he has “a lot of friends in bad marriages,” so mar-
riage isn’t always a better alternative to being single.

Janice says that she’s looking for “companionship, friendship, someone
to do things with. “It’s hard to meet someone without going to seniors’
centres,” she observes, “but they’re not your peers.”

She asks Jim: “Is your heart less capable now than it was before?”
He answers: “My heart is even more capable.”
Janice says: “When you’re older you realize you can recover from

loss.”
Jim says: “I don’t think the feeling of being in love changes over time.”
Interestingly, none of the men or women talk about having physical

sex, although some say how much they enjoy having someone lie down
next to them. Perhaps they were just being guarded in front of the cam-
era, and although there were some references to physical attractiveness,
it certainly didn’t seem to be much of a factor in anyone’s mind.

Later, in the question and answer session with filmmaker Loring, he
had this to say about the men and women who participated in the speed
dating session: “The people who tried it out came away feeling really
empowered by what they had done. Everybody felt like they were back
in the game now. A lot went on to find relationships, just not with the
other people who had been in the speed dating program.”

Loring went on to explain the motivation that underlay his making the
film: “I was looking for a topic for a movie and my dad had just died. My
mom was alone, wondering ‘who’s ever going to hug me again, and who
am I going to cook a meal for again?’

“Later that year an uncle of mine who had never been on a date in his
life, and who was in his 80s, met a woman who was also in her 80s, and
began a satisfying relationship with her. Their door was always closed.

“I could see that the social understanding of age where people think
that people who fall in love at that age is ‘cute’ “ are misunderstandings
of the feelings that seniors can have for one another.

“Inside, everyone feels the way they have all their life,” Loring noted.
“The perception of age as people live longer needs to change.”

One final note: Elaine Stern now says that Gwen Secter will be attempt-
ing its own speed dating program at some point in the fall. She asked me
to try and find some men to participate. (There’s always an imbalance of
more women than men who are willing to come out to these sorts of
things.) So – if you’re interested in participating and you’re a man over
70 or you know someone who you think might want to give it a try, con-
tact Elaine, phone 204-339-1701 or email recreation@shaw.ca.

Age of Love
Continued from page 3.
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Adam Schwartz

TALMUD TORAH -

BETH JACOB

SYNAGOGUE DINNER

SUNDAY, JUNE 19, 2016

1525 MAIN STREET

MIRIAM GELLER
 Dinner Chairperson

15th ANNUAL FUNDRAISER

IN  MEMORY  OF

DAVID  GELLER  Z"L

DINNER AT 6:00 P.M.

FOR TICKETS CALL: (204) 582-6685

Talmud Torah-Beth Jacob
Synagogue to hold 15th Annual

Fundraising Dinner
The Talmud Torah – Beth Jacob Synagogue will be holding its 15th

Annual Fundraising Dinner on Sunday, June 19, 2016 at the syna-
gogue, 1525 Main Street. 

The Talmud Torah community was originally established around
1906 and has deep roots in Winnipeg’s Jewish history as a source of
Jewish education and spiritual development. Since that time, the syna-
gogue has moved twice and is now at its current location at 1525 Main
Street, where it remains a somewhat forgotten treasure of the Winnipeg
Jewish community.

This year’s dinner is in memory of David Geller Z”L. David was a
loving and caring person, a most devoted husband and brother-in-law.
He worked for many, many years at Dominion Bridge as a structural
steel draftsman, also at Joy Manufacturing. His hobby was wood-
working. David was also  an avid curler.

David was a supporter of the Talmud Torah – Beth Jacob Synagogue
and encouraged his wife Miriam to organize the annual fundraising
dinners. David was proud of his wife Miriam and encouraged her
many accomplishments. David and Miriam were not only husband and
wife, they were best friends. They were married for 36 years.

The dinner committee is working diligently to make this dinner a
huge success. A tantalizing Kosher meal will be prepared by Alla
Golinkin. 

Since our seating capacity is limited, we will be selling tickets on a
first-come basis. We hope you will join us. 

See advertisement.

Israel finds space for those on the Autism Spectrum
Until recently, many people on the autism

spectrum in Israel were exempt from military
service, as there really was no place in which
they fit. This must have been absolutely
heartbreaking, as many people on the autism
spectrum just want to fit in and do their part.
Fortunately, a new unit has been created: Unit
9900 - a selective squad where some people
on the autism spectrum who have heightened

perceptual skills are an asset. This unit is responsible for going through
intelligence and providing information which has saved lives of Israeli
soldiers. Some people on the autism spectrum think in pictures instead of
thinking in language. This is a phenomenon about which Temple Grandin
is known for really bringing awareness. It is a quality she credits for
helping her design the many inventions for which she has patents. 

The army is able to really benefit from the abilities of some people on
the autism spectrum who are great at concentrating for long periods of
time. They are able to do work that would take other people months
longer to work through the information. They are also able to notice
things that others might have missed. 

In return, the army provides them with a place to belong and a routine that
is very important in their lives. Some people become so attached to the
lifestyle that they plan on spending their whole life with the unit, even
though they now have skills that would allow them to thrive in the booming
technology sector. On top of that, the army also provides some training in
becoming more independent, such as how to navigate the public transit sys-
tem.

This is extremely important work, because, as is the case in many other
countries, there has been a steady uptick in the number of people being
diagnosed with autism, yet there is still a lot of stigma attached. The orga-
nizers hope that this program is a step in the right direction. 

The full article can be read at
http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2016/01/israeli-army-

autism/422850/
What do you think? Do you know of any other programs like this one

that you think others should know about?  Send your suggestions to this
paper.

By

ADAM SCHWARTZ

 

 
 

Youth Program Coordinator 
 

The Rady Jewish Community Centre is seeking an experienced and creative 
individual to play the key role in organizing and coordinating youth programs 
and activities for the Rady JCC, with a key focus of maintaining and fostering 
our leading youth program BBYO.  

 
Responsibilities include:  

• Developing, implementing and evaluating all of the Rady JCC’s  
youth-oriented programs and activities including BBYO,  Jewish Teen 
Leadership Program TAL, Teen Shabbat, J-Serve, BBYO Connect, 
special events  

• Reaching out to Jewish teens and collaborating with other Jewish 
youth groups in the community  

• Identifying and implementing youth leadership opportunities and team 
building activities  

• Overseeing BBYO regional and chapter membership, recruitment, 
retention and administration  

• Serving as the lead staff at all BBYO conventions, meetings and local 
activities  

• Assisting with JCC Children & Family Programs including tween 
activities, holiday programs, special events 

 
The ideal candidate will possess: 

• an undergraduate degree in a related field and demonstrated 

experience working with teens, parents and volunteers 

• strong organizational and interpersonal skills  
• well developed communication skills 
• effective program administration, planning, evaluation and  
• coordination experience  
• commitment to fostering leadership skills among teens  
• knowledge of Jewish culture, traditions and practice 
• a valid driver’s license and a car 

 
This is a full-time position which includes weekend and evening commitments. 
 
Interested individuals are invited to forward their resumés  
with salary expectations by June 17, 2016 

 
 Human Resources  
 Rose and Max Rady Jewish Community Centre 
 Suite B100-123 Doncaster Street 
 Winnipeg, Manitoba R3N 2B3 
             Fax: (204) 477-7530 
             Email: radyhr@radyjcc.com 
 
 
We thank all applicants who apply; however only those selected for further 
consideration will be contacted.  



Newcomers find Super Visa a good fit
When grand-

parents Yosef
and Stera Berson
found out that
their second
child was making
the move from
Israel to

Winnipeg, they decided they needed to be
where their five grandkids also live - in
Winnipeg. 

The questions they next had to answer
were “How?” and “Under what status
could they enter and stay in Canada the
longest?”

According to www.cic.gc.ca, “Currently,
most visitors to Canada may visit for up to
six months when they first enter Canada.
Visitors who wish to stay longer must
apply for an extension and pay a new fee.

“With the parent and grandparent Super
Visa, eligible parents and grandparents can
visit family in Canada for up to two years
without the need to renew their status.

“The Super Visa is a multi-entry visa that
provides multiple entries for a period up to 10
years. The key difference is that the Super Visa
allows an individual to stay for up to two years
on initial entry into Canada, while a 10-year
multiple entry visa would only have a status
period for each entry of six months only.”

Since the Bersons’ daughter moved to
Canada with her family over five years ago,
Yosef and Sterna have come to visit her four
times. Once the newest addition to their fami-
ly was born - a baby girl - Sterna came for a
six-month visit to help out her daughter.

“Then, our son started to think about moving
to Canada and we came here with him to get

all the documents
ready,” said Yosef.
“For a year he did-
n’t mention any-
thing. Then, sud-
denly, he and his
wife came and told
us they are moving
to Canada. He also
told us he thinks it
was time for us to
think long and hard
about moving to
Canada too.” 

From that point,
Stera said, “We had
no choice. A grand-
son was born and
there were five
grandchildren in
Canada, and we
were in Israel. I
don’t know how
you can live like
that.”

Until then, Stera
had been working in
an electronics facto-
ry for 20 years.
While her employer
was willing to give
her the time off she
needed to help her
daughter for six
months, once she
and Yosef decided
to make a longer-
term move to
Canada, Sterna had
to quit her job.

With their chil-

dren unable to sponsor them to come to Canada,
the Bersons decided getting the Super Visa made
the most sense. They left their Netanya apartment
and boarded a plane to Winnipeg. 

“In Netanya, we have an apartment by the
beach,” said Yosef. “I used to go fishing almost
every morning. But, we chose to move here to be
with our kids and grandkids. Thank God, it’s quiet
here, and there are beautiful places here too.” 

About the benefits of the Super Visa, Stera said,
“You don’t have to leave Canada every six
months...It’s getting hard to fly. Now, we can stay
for two years at a time. Afterwards, we’ll need to
leave and come back. 

“We’ve been through some health related
things, so we now need to check our health status.
So, we’re planning to head back to Israel where
we have health coverage and get it dealt with. I’ll
schedule appointments with doctors ahead of
time.”

One of the stipulations attached to getting the
Super Visa is the requirement to obtain private
Canadian health insurance. But, even with insur-
ance, that can quickly get expensive when you
have particular health care needs. 

On the brighter side, Yosef said, “Thank God,
we’re all together here almost every
Saturday...And, there’s a birthday almost every
month in our family.” 

The Bersons’ son, Alex, and his wife,
Yevgeniya, have now been in Winnipeg for eight
months. Alex is working on transferring his engi-
neering abilities from his Israeli business brand to
a Canadian one, while his wife is taking an
English language course at a local college. 

The Bersons live with their daughter’s family in
a brand new home in Waverley West, spending
their days helping out as they can, driving their
grandkids and walking the family dogs.

They also enjoy spending time at the Rady JCC,
taking English and exercise classes. “It’s nice
there, as there are other people like us there who
arrived in Canada at our age,” said Yosef. “We
talk, call on the phone, we’re almost friends now.
We’re in a similar situation, so there’s someone to
talk with.”

As for their long-term plan, the Bersons agree
that, as long as their health is good, they will
spend as much time with their kids and grandkids
in Winnipeg as possible.

But, they are not planning to sell their Netanya
apartment just yet. “If we get landed immigrant
status, we’re surely staying here,” said Yosef. “We
want to stay here, but that’s not our decision.”

Stera added, “We’re still holding on to our
apartment, as we don’t have status here. We’re
scared. If something happens, what are we going
to do? I’ll have to sell my house if I go to the hos-
pital here. That’s why we don’t do it.”
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Ellyn Shulman from Bonaventure Travel 
and Avalon Waterways

present
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7 pm, Tuesday June 21,   
at McNally Robinson

RSVP to ellyn@bonaventuretravel.ca 
or call 204-488-6653 ext 30

Space is limited

The Blue Danube Discovery and 
Jewish Heritage Cruise

13 day tour, 2 Pre nights Budapest , 
7 night cruise, 3 Post nights Prague

Cities that will be visited during this historic
cruise will include: Budapest, Vienna,
Durnstein-Melk, Passau, Regensburg, Roth-
Nuremburg, and Nuremburg-Prague.

An expert will come on board to provide
insight into the time of the Holocaust and visits
will be included to a number of important
sites.  In Budapest visit the world’s second-
largest synagogue.  Visit the Stadttempel in
Vienna.  Explore the Document Neupfarrplatz
museum in Regensburg.  In Prague, see the
city’s Jewish Museum and cemetery.  Travel to
Terezin, one of Czechoslovakia’s largest con-
centration camps.

Come to an information evening June 21. See
ad for details.

 

The  

Simkin 
Stroll 
Taking Steps Together 

Sunday 

June 26, 2016 

1 Falcon Ridge Drive 
Rain or Shine 

Walk Begins:  11:00 a.m.   Registration:  10:00 a.m. 
 

BBQ:  11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 

Donate online at www.simkincentre.ca/the-simkin-stroll/ 
Call (204) 589-9027 for your pledge form and more information. 

Bring the whole family out to participate!  
This is a multi-generational event and we love to 
see grand-children and great-grandchildren 
walking with their grandparents! 
   

Volunteer to help our residents participate in this 
fun family event! 
Contact Jackie Gonzales at (204) 589-9008 or  
email VolunteerServices@sharonhome.mb.ca  
 

Join us for a celebration of  healthy aging 
in support of evening and weekend  
Therapeutic Recreation Programs  

Help enrich the lives of  our residents! 

YOSEF and STERA BERSON: “We had no
choice. A grandson was born and there were five
grandchildren in Canada, and we were in Israel. I
don’t know how you can live like that.”

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA
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Yiddish page/Harry Warren

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

We are seniors
Fun times at the Y on Albert Street

It’s been awhile since my last
chapter of “ We Are Seniors”.
Frankly, I ran out of possible top-
ics, that might be of interest to
seniors. One of my friends sug-
gested that I could try once again
visiting “ The Good Old Days”. I
was born during the” Roaring
Twenties,” and grew up during

“The Dirty Thirties.” 
How do we explain to our children and grandchildren what

it was like to grow up the youngest in a family of five and
have  to wear used clothing cast offs from an older brother?

The old Y.M.H.A. at 91 Albert St. was the forerunner for
today’s Rady J.C.C. The late Leible Hershfield was the ath-
letic instructor for a young group of Jewish boys. Part of our
instruction was to run up to a canvass mat and do forward
rolls. As we developed our tumbling skills, he would have one
of our group bend down on the mat and have members of the
group dive over that boy and do a forward roll on the mat! To
indicate to us his own tumbling skill. Mr. Hershfield would
accomplish a similar feat by diving over seven boys crouch-
ing on the mat, and complete his forward roll! None of us took
him up on that!

He would also
teach us to make a
human pyramid.

He recruited tall,
well built  boys
like the late
Sidney Slonim to
form the base of
the pyramid, and
myself, being one
of the shortest and
lightest of the
group to form the top of the pyramid. I had to carefully climb
over the boys at the lower end to get to the top. The problem
was dissolving the pyramid. I had to work my way carefully
down, to a point where I could jump to the ground, without
breaking my neck!

Indoor hockey was a popular sport; this continued on to the
next location of the “Y” on Hargrave Street and to the present
Rady J.C.C. The puck used was a piece of canvass sown in to
the shape of a donut. We used wooden broom handles for
hockey  sticks, and we had to keep them below our shoulders,
or else receive a penalty for high sticking

The Jewish community was split between the North End
and the South End. I was a North Ender. I remember growing
up on Cathedral Avenue, east of Main Street.

Our favorite movie theatre was the College Theatre, located
on the west side of Main Street, near Machray Avenue. You
could watch a cowboy movie (with Hoot Gibson) on a
Saturday afternoon  for just ten cents, which included a car-
toon, and a free piece of candy. After the movie we could meet
at Toph’s for a milk shake, and look over the latest adventure
magazines from England.

They sure knew how to market those magazines, because
the stories always left you waiting for the next edition, to dis-
cover what happened to the heroine who was left tied to the
railway tracks, as a train bore down on this helpless creature!

The “Y” had social clubs, where a boys’ club could invite a
girl’s club to a dance. The boys would line up on one side of
the room, and the girls on the other side. The boys would wait
for one of their group to go to the girls’ side and ask her for a
dance, to break the ice.

Then, there was the story about the man who went to see his
doctor for some  suggestions to improve his sex life and make
it more exciting. 

The doctor said: “Try making it more spontaneous. If you
have the urge, anytime, anywhere, do it now, don’t wait!” 

When he returned six months later, he was asked, “Well
how was it?” 

“It was great, but we can’t go into Safeway’s anymore.”

By

HARRY WARREN

How do we explain to our
children, and grandchil-
dren what it was like to

grow up, the youngest in a
family of five and have  to

wear used clothing cast
offs from an older brother?



There are matches and
then there are matches.
When Morley Goldberg
married Marcia Schnoor
in Toronto in 2007, a
coming together of two
former Winnipeggers,
one a widow, the other a
widower, occurred. For

Marcia, marrying Morley was like gold and for
Morley, it was a “schnoor” thing. How did this con-
nection even happen? What were the forces at work
that put these two people together? Better yet, how
do you take two people each committed to his or her
own synagogue, and make a compromise? 

Morley Goldberg is a former proud Winnipegger,
tracing his roots to the north end in 1944. He was a
product of the Rosh Pina, Peretz School and Talmud
Torah. He had a solid Jewish education, which has
benefited him well right to this day. Morley attend-
ed the University of Manitoba where he graduated
from the Faculty of Engineering in the field of elec-
tronics and communication. He served as well dur-
ing this time as president of Alpha Epsilon Pi
Fraternity. What fascinated Morley at the time was
computers; his timing was impeccable, and he
received an offer on graduation from IBM. Morley took that offer and real-
ly never looked back. He rode the IBM wave for 27 years, moving up in
the ranks. His best move, he says, was to marry the former Ruthi Levene
in 1965. Two kids, Jeff and Susan, followed, and Ruthi and Morley estab-
lished a very satisfying and comfortable life in Toronto.

Marcia’s path was similar, but different. She began as a Billinkoff,
daughter of Ernie and Betty. She also grew up north, as on Polson, later
Seven Oaks Avenue. She graduated from the University of Manitoba, just
like Morley, but with a degree in interior design. In 1963, she married the

late Jack Schnoor, who was a social worker. Her two
children, Cindy and Randal, came along and the cou-
ple were happy in Winnipeg until Jack decided he
wanted to return to school at age 42. Thus, the move to
Toronto and a new chapter in Marcia’s life began. In
1980, Marcia switched careers, became a life insur-
ance broker, and has, in fact, stayed in that field right
to the present. All went very well until 1997 - just after
Jack retired, when he became ill with melanoma and
then, four years later, died. Here was Marcia, a widow
at 59, still with a lot of life ahead of her and wanting
to have a meaningful future, now without Jack.
Meanwhile, not long after, Morley’s wife Ruthi also
became ill and died in 2005. 

What served as a link for these two people - aside
from their Winnipeg origins, was a real love of syna-
gogue: Beth Tzedec for Marcia and Beth Tikvah for
Morley. (He was so involved he became president). Of
course, this link was one that had to be connected. A
few years after Ruthi’s death, Marcia met Morley. (No
doubt their paths crossed a few times in Winnipeg
once upon a time.) Morley had gone to Beth Tzedec on
several Shabbat mornings and, at a learning class, the
two were suddenly classmates. From Torah study
developed a relationship. Who said the Torah was not
relevant to today? One thing led to another and sud-

denly Marcia and Morley - the best and sweetest offering of “M&M”‘s you
can imagine, were a couple. Before long the two were married in Toronto
at a ceremony celebrated by many, including the respective Goldberg and
Schnoor children. 

It is not always so easy to reconstruct a new life after you have had a rich
and happy life with a first spouse. But, from what I have observed, this
Goldberg-Schnoor match falls into the category of sure gold. Once they
came to a compromise on where to pray, the rest was easy. In fact, their
wedding ceremony was officiated by the rabbi of Beth Tzedec and the can-

tor of Beth Tikvah. Rather than choose a shul, they opted to join
both and they seem to alternate their visits to synagogue. M&M
have been welcomed in each place and their presence in the syn-
agogues is clearly a model for many other people who are in a
similar position - a marriage of “Schnoor Gold”(berg).
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Gold(berg) for Sure (Schnoor)

By

GERRY POSNER

Former Winnipeggers 
MARCIA SCHNOOR (née Billinkoff) 

and MORLEY GOLDBERG

“It was an outstanding few
days,” says Sharon (Beloff)
Freed, who was also part of
the organizing committee. “It

was delightful seeing people some of whom I haven’t seen in
50 years.”

She estimates that more than 50% of the graduating class in
1966 was Jewish. “But it didn’t matter if we were Jewish,
Polish or Ukrainian or anything else,” she recalls. “We were
just kids who valued a good education and what Garden City
offered us. We had a great time over the weekend remember-
ing our school days and our youth.”

Freed incidentally also has a connection to the Joseph
Wolinsky graduating class of ’91. She would have been one of
their teachers in the early grades. Last June, she retired after 47
years teaching in the Jewish school system in Winnipeg.

Jack Solomon is another GCCI ’66 graduate with ties to the
Gray Academy (although not the ’91 class). A long time
teacher and administrator in Winnipeg School Division No. 1,
Solomon also served as Director of Education for the Gray
Academy from just before the school was rechristened in 1997
until 2001.

Of the ’66 reunion, he says that the event turned out much
better than he was expecting. “We shared one story after anoth-
er,” he says. “Our cohort was a group of kids who really liked
each other. I had heard afterwards that while many of the teach-
ers found us hard to handle, they missed us after we were gone.
There was a certain spirit about our group. Those were really
good times.”

One of the weekend’s events was a memoriam for the 19
graduates of the Class of ’66 who have passed away over the
years (including one student who died fighting for the
American army in Vietnam shortly after graduating).

The weekend also included a supper at Corrientes Argentine
Pizzeria on Bannatyne, a Friday morning breakfast at the Fort
Garry Hotel, a supper at Cibo Waterfront Cafe and two
anniversary cakes.

“We are thinking of doing this again, maybe in five years,”
Freed says.

Myron Love
(Continued from page 6.)



By MYRON LOVE 
When it comes to selling goods

on the Internet, Amazon.com has
become the dominant player by far
– with sales of well over $200 bil-
lion annually, says businessman
Ben Cohen. One of the groups (in
addition to consumers) that is  ben-
efitting the most is the  Hasidic
community in New York. 

Speaking to an audience of about
50 attending the third annual
Kabbalat Shabbat Dinner – on
Friday, May 13 - at Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue in honour of the Arni
Thorsteinson Exchange Program,
Cohen, the president of Westmount
Direct Ltd. (the distributor for
Oreck products in Canada and
manufacturer of portable heating
and air conditioning products)
noted that hundreds of companies
have been created in New York by
Hasidim to supply Amazon with
products.

As the keynote speaker at the dinner, Cohen (who is also a past president
of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg), spoke about the different forces
defining retail today. The most impactful of these, he said, are  online
retailers - dominated by Amazon, with about 60% of the market. The next
largest online seller is Walmart, with $25 billion in annual online sales.

“Traditional retailers are being challenged not only by online retailers,
but also by direct Chinese imports to these online retailers, specifically
Amazon,” Cohen said. “Whereas for much of the last 20 years the growth
of online has occurred through local companies manufacturing overseas
and selling domestically, increasingly Chinese companies are opening
North American offices and supplying retailers directly.”

While the Chinese can charge very low prices, thereby depressing pric-
ing as a whole, their weakness, Cohen noted, is the service part, where the
Chinese are hampered by cultural differences.

Branded companies and their retail counterparts are under increasing
pressure, Cohen said. “The power of brand names is eroding due to the per-
suasion of online pricing. In addition, independent web retailers are
increasingly pressured by Amazon. In addition Amazon is pushing for ven-
dors to increasingly fulfill through Amazon’s warehouses rather than ven-
dor fulfilled.

“One result seems clear: consumers will be the winners in the titanic bat-
tle between online retailers, traditional bricks and mortar and direct
Chinese imports.”

The Arni Thorsteinson Exchange Program was established in honour of
the prominent Manitoba business leader in 2006 at the University of
Manitoba and is funded by The Gerald Schwartz & Heather Reisman
Foundation. The goal of the program is to provide Canadian and Israeli
business students, who are learning about international trade, with the
opportunity to meet Canadian and Israeli business leaders and be exposed
to business practices in different geopolitical realities.

This year, the exchange program consisted of 14 Manitoba business stu-
dents and eight Israeli students – two more than last year – from the
Guilford Glazer School of Business at BGU. The Israeli students arrived as
usual at the beginning of May for two weeks to study international trade at
The Asper School of Business. 

As part of the program, they met local companies and business stake-
holders who deal with international trade,  then they traveled to Toronto for
three days where, in addition to meeting with leaders from the Onex

Corporation, they attended presentations arranged by CABGU Toronto
about Canada-Israel relations.

The entire group then traveled together to Israel for two weeks where
they attend a course on international trade and innovation at the Guilford
Glazer School of Business at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. The stu-
dents  also toured Israel together.
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Amazon a boon for New York Hasidic start up companies, says Winnipeg business leader

BEN COHEN
“Traditional retailers are being
challenged not only by online
retailers but also by direct
Chinese imports to these online
retailers, specifically Amazon.”

www.jewishfoundation.org
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday, June 15, 2016  |  5:30 p.m.
Kanee Foyer of the Berney Theatre
Asper Jewish Community Campus

123 Doncaster Street  |  Winnipeg, MB

PUBLIC WELCOME

On behalf of the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba’s 
Board of Directors, you are invited to attend 

this year’s Annual General Meeting where the 
Foundation’s new Strategic Plan will be announced.

Hillary Clinton: US has ‘moral obligation’ to support
Israel, Donald Trump ‘temperamentally unfit’

(JTA) – Democratic presidential front-runner Hillary Clinton said the
United States has a “moral obligation” to support Israel and that “making
Donald Trump commander-in-chief would be a historic mistake.”

In a San Diego speech focused on foreign policy and national security,
Clinton said Thursday that the Jewish state’s security “is non-nego-
tiable,” according to several media outlets.

Clinton also said that Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee, is
“temperamentally unfit to hold an office that requires knowledge, stabil-
ity and immense responsibility.”

She described Trump’s foreign policy ideas as “dangerously incoher-
ent,” adding, “They’re not even really ideas: just a series of bizarre rants,
personal feuds and outright lies.”

Clinton also criticized Trump’s remarks, made earlier this year, that he
would be “neutral” in addressing the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. In the
30-minute speech, she voiced support for the Iran nuclear deal, which
Israel vehemently opposed, but noted that “we must enforce that deal vig-
orously … our approach must be distrust and verify,” according to Jewish
Insider.



One of the highlights of the
Annual Rady JCC Sports Dinner
to be held at the Convention
Centre on Tuesday, June 21st is
the presentation of the Idy and
Max Nusgart Memorial Award,
which is given to the individual
selected as the “Jewish Athlete of
the Year.”

For the record, the first winner
ever of the prestigious award dates back to 1986 when it
was captured by Gordon Orlikow, an outstanding decath-
lete, at the Jewish Community Centre’s 14th annual
YMHA dinner held back then at the International Inn.

Last summer’s winner was Mandy Greenberg, a then
24-year-old fastball pitcher with Smitty’s Terminators,
one of the top women’s teams in the country, who played
for four years with Minot State and led the team to their
first ever NCAA Division Two National Tournament.

This year’s panel members who will help to determine
the winner will be, aside from myself, legendary sports
broadcaster Bob Picken, Winnipeg Sun sports editor Ted
Wyman, along with Sun sports writers Kirk Penton and
Glen Dawkins. 

The five finalists for Jewish Athlete of the Year, in alphabetical order are: 

ISAAC BELLAN - Hockey - now 22 and in his final year in the
Manitoba Major Junior League with the Transcona Railer Express, has
played defence for the past three seasons and, in 2014-15, was voted
“Defenceman of the Year” in the entire league. Isaac was tenth in league
scoring and first among all defencemen. The assistant captain was named
a first team all-star for a second straight year. In 41 regular season games
he scored nine goals and had 40 assists. He set up two goals in the playoffs. 

GIL BINNUN - Ultimate (formerly known as Frisbee) - a 20- year-old
psychology student at the University of Manitoba, Gil has been competing
in his sport of choice for six years. He has played on the U of M provincial
team and for Team Canada. The young man has won gold, silver, and
bronze medals at all levels of competition. Among his most recent accom-
plishments: a gold medal at the 2014 Canadian University Championships

and another gold
medal with the
Canadian U-19 team
at the 2014 World
Championships in
Italy. Binnun has also
won a bronze medal
with the national
under-23 mixed team
at the 2015 World
Championships in
England. Gil collect-
ed another gold medal
at  the 2015 Canadian
Prairie Champion-
ships. 

ZACH ODWAK -
Hockey - a 19-year-
old who played
defence this past sea-
son for the St.
Boniface Riels in the
Major Junior League.
In 37 games, he
scored eight goals,
including one on the
power play, and had
nine assists. The pre-
vious season Zach
played for the
Interlake Lightning at
the Midget AAA level
where he was named
Rookie of the Year
and was one of only
four players who par-
ticipated in all 44 reg-
ular season games,
scoring 15 goals,
including six on the
power play, adding 19

assists. 

YONATAN ORLOV - Baton Twirling - a 17-
year-old at Glenlawn Collegiate who has been
competing in this internationally recognized sport
for four years. Orlov was named to the provincial
team in 2014 and the national team last year. In
2015, at the national championships, Yonatan won
five gold medals in solo competition and three
more gold in team competition. He was also nom-
inated for the 2015 Manitoba Junior Athlete of the
Year award. Yonatan recently qualified for the
national team again by capturing gold in the men’s
freestyle event, and will represent Canada at the
world championships in Sweden in August. 

JENA SAMARA WILKS - Soccer - 22-years-
old, Jenna has played her sport for over ten years
as a defender with the FC Northwest Club at the
Premier level. She also played for Under-16 and
Under-18 provincial teams. 

After graduating from West Kildonan
Collegiate, Jena attended Red River College and
played for the Red River College Rebels, winning

silver medals both seasons. For the past three seasons she has also played
for the FC North West Titans in the Winnipeg Women’s Division One
league. The team finished second overall in 2015 and won a gold medal at
the Portage tournament. 

So there you have it - lots of variety this year with the additions of
Ultimate and Baton Twirler competitors. 

POST PATTER:
Jewish catcher Ryan Lavarnway has signed a minor league deal with the

Blue Jays AA team, the New Hampshire Fisher Cats. He had been released
by Atlanta’s AAA team on May 13th. The Red Sox draftee, a Yale
University grad who’s 6’4” and 225 lbs, Lavarnway has played in the
minors with eight different teams. He’s  had 373 at bats in the majors, com-
piling seven homers and 48 RBI, along with an anemic .198 batting aver-
age. If he can catch the knuckleball, perhaps he can displace Toronto’s Josh
Thole, who is the personal receiver of R.A. Dickey, but hitting just .143.
The Jays shouldn’t have gotten rid of catcher Dioner Navarro. Nor should
they have sent Jewish utility player Danny Valencia to Oakland A’s, where
he’s hitting up a storm. To wit: As of early June, in only 36 games and 132
at bats due to injuries early in the season ,the 31-year-old has eight home
runs, 21 RBI’s and an impressive batting average of .346. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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Who, pray tell, will be the 2016 Jewish Athlete of the Year?
THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

MANDY GREENBERG last
year’s winner; who is the next one?



Ontario premier: Draft motion on BDS 
that reflects entire legislature

TORONTO (JTA) -- The premier of Canada's most populous province
is calling for a motion on the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions move-
ment that all parties can live with.

Kathleen Wynne of the Liberal Party made the suggestion last week on
the heels of the defeat of a motion last month in the Ontario legislature that
condemned the BDS campaign as the "insidious new face of anti-
Semitism." Introduced by the Conservative opposition, the measure fell in
the provincial parliament by a vote of 39-18.

The Liberal government argued the legislation would not improve secu-
rity in the Middle East, while the left-leaning New Democratic Party saw

the measure as an
attack on freedom of
speech and association.

Fresh from leading a
trade mission to Israel,
where Wynne said she
"entirely" opposes the
BDS movement, the
premier was grilled last
week in the legislature
about her party's failure
to support the motion.

"Let's figure out if we
can craft a motion that
is not divisive, that is
actually unifying in
nature, [one] that actu-
ally is not flawed,” she
said.
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FOR OUR COMPLETE EVENT LISTINGS: 
MCNALLYROBINSON.COM

PHONE: 204-475-0483 
1120 GRANT AVE. 

GRANT PARK SHOPPING CENTRE 

®

HARRIS 
GULKO

Launch of  
Confessions of a  

Professional Fundraiser  

Monday June 20, 7:30 pm
at McNally Robinson Booksellers

In Confessions of a Professional Fundraiser  

Harris Gulko relates how he did much more than 

raise money for worthy causes. He recounts how he interacted during 

a half-century with many fascinating people in various walks of life, 

from “average Joes” to Prime Ministers. Often his friends became 

donors, but more important, very often donors became his friends.

The advice I gave to Yitzhak Rabin
The following is an excerept from Harris Gulko’s book:

“Confessions of a Professional Fundraiser”:
I first met Yitzhak Rabin when he was Israeli ambassador to the U.S.

from 1968 to 1973. This was before he became prime minister, serving
in that capacity from 1974 to 1977, and again from 1992 until he was
assassinated in 1995. 

I invited him to speak to a small private JNF fundraising meeting in
Montreal. I had a photographer take pictures of each person shaking
hands with our guest. The following morning I asked Rabin to auto-
graph some of the pictures taken the previous day. When he saw I had
not given him all the pictures to sign, he asked why I held some back.
I explained that I wanted him to sign only the pictures of the people
who had made a commitment the previous day. He expressed great sur-
prise, and said he was quite prepared to sign all the pictures. I
explained that I wanted to make a distinction between the givers and
the non-givers. All would get a photo of himself and our guest, but
only the people who responded positively to our appeal for funds
would have his photo signed. He had a good laugh, shaking his head
in wonderment. He said he had been at many a fundraising meeting,
but had never heard of doing such a thing. 

The previous evening he had expressed the wish to see something of
Montreal, quite apart from meetings and formalities. As we left the
hotel his security man followed us quietly and unobtrusively. Suddenly
Rabin jumped into a taxi, literally pulling me along, and slammed the
door shut before the security man could get to us. He derived much
pleasure from giving him the slip, and was in a very happy mood dur-
ing the several hours we spent enjoying Montreal’s nightlife. 

The next time I met Rabin he was by then prime minister. I took a
group of tourists to his office for the usual hand shake and photo. The
matter of not signing some of the photos when he had been our guest
in Montreal must have made quite an impression on him because, as
the photographer on this occasion was taking the usual pictures, he
joked to the group that they should be careful. He said he does not
charge for these pictures, but apparently Mr. Gulko does. After he left
the room they all wanted to know what he had meant, and that gave me
a wonderful opening to make my pitch for contributions. 

I have approached people for donations in many places and under
many circumstances, but never before (or since) in the outer office of
the prime minister of Israel. Sadly, Yitzchak Rabin was assassinated on
4 November, 1995. The first thing that jumped into my mind when I
heard of that tragic episode was the awful thought that such a thing
could have happened on my watch when he slipped away from his
security man all those years ago in Canada.

Late Winnipeg artist to be featured
in new exhibition in Toronto

By MYRON LOVE 
Caroline Dukes was a talented

artist and gentle soul who left us
too early. Although Dukes passed
away ten years ago, her family is
working to ensure that her name
and her works live on.

Toward that goal, her sons, Yossi
and Itzhak in Toronto and Levy in
Minneapolis, are contributing two
of her landscape paintings to the
Schwartz Reisman Centre, part of
the 100,000 square foot Joseph and Wolf Lebovic JCC, in the York
Region of Toronto, which opened to the public in 2012. 

The two Dukes paintings were unveiled on Tuesday, May 24, at a
reception at the Schwartz Reisman Centre, which  also kicked off a
month-long exhibit  of Dukes’ works of art, intended to present a broad
perspective of her approach to her art. 

Yossi Dukes reports that among the attendees at the opening reception
were Elizabeth Legge, the head of the Fine Arts Department at the
University of Toronto, and Abe Anhang, from Winnipeg, who was a close
friend of Caroline and her late husband, Alfred. (Alfred passed away
about a year ago.) 

One of the paintings, “Blessed be the Land”, is an Israeli landscape
while the other is an unidentified colourful landscape.

“My family are members of the JCC,” Yossi Dukes says. “I felt that the
building could use a little colour so we approached the executive direc-
tor, who embraced the suggestion.” 

“After mom died and dad moved to Toronto in 2006, we closed mom’s
studio and moved her remaining unsold works of art to Toronto,” Yossi
Dukes says. “There were 16 paintings and drawings that we put in stor-
age.”

He notes that the remaining art pieces were larger paintings that were
more suited for institutions than private residences.

“Until his passing, dad worked to keep mom’s work in the public eye,”
Dukes says. “He didn’t want her to drop from sight.”

Thus, Dukes notes, some of Caroline’s paintings were placed at Yad
Vashem. (Caroline and Albert were Holocaust survivors who escaped
from Communist Hungary and came to Winnipeg in 1956.) Another of
the paintings, “Ode to Jean “, hangs on a wall at the Canadian Breast
Cancer Society office in Toronto. The painting, Yossi Dukes says, is of a
woman who had a mastectomy and had the self-confidence to pose as a
model in a painting class in which Caroline participated.

(Caroline also had breast cancer.)
Yossi Dukes reports that there are still about a dozen large paintings by

Caroline in search of a home.
“We thought that ‘Ode to Jean’ was the perfect painting for a place

where women with breast cancer diagnoses go to seek solace and sup-
port,” Dukes says. 

CAROLINE & ALFRED DUKES

Great 5 bdrm, 2 bath cottage 
on .54 acre property, 80 ft. of sandy beach

Don’t miss out.         $489,900 
Call Kathy Marks

Interlake Real Estate  56 Centre St.  Gimli
204-642-2654 (cell) 1-888-642-8501 (toll-free)

kmarks4@mymts.net
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Joanne Seiff

Counting ourselves – finding a way through the wilderness
Our mother’s helper is working temporarily as a

2016 census-taker. She described her first inner-
city sessions. “Well,” she said, “It turns out I don’t
know my neighborhood as well as I thought.”
After three hours of work, she’d only managed to
follow up with one person. With a sigh, she
explained that in her neighborhood, when a per-
son refused to do the census, “No means no.”

This week’s Torah portion, Bamidbar,
(Numbers 1:1-4:20) is about a census, too. It’s when G-d tells Moses to
count all the Israelite men over the age of twenty. There’s a long list of peo-
ple’s names and their descendants. There’s also information about respon-
sibilities assigned to Aaron and his sons, and others.

What’s interesting is that the Biblical census is
much like the Canadian one. Everybody should be
counted, but in practice, people are counted with a
spot-check approach. Seventy-five percent of us
didn’t fill out a census long-form. Statisticians
evaluate information from 25% of the population.
Then, they draw conclusions about the whole
country. Although there are a lot of names men-
tioned in Bamidbar, those names are only a small
percentage of the whole. Many people listed in the Biblical census are only
a number, attached to the name of a person who represented their family.

The Canadian census won’t ask about religion until 2021. There may still
be data useful to Canadian Jews as a minority community. I haven’t had a
chance to see the long-form, but I bet some of the people reading this col-
umn have. However, the census is about more than numbers. It can be
about naming ourselves, and about identity.

People who choose not to complete a census form (although it’s required
by law) often cite reasons of privacy. They prefer to remain anonymous, to
avoid being counted. Yet, it’s through that “counting” that experts can cre-
ate infrastructure and new supports for Canadians through government and
social programming. This is true both for the Israelites and our modern
Jewish community. If you know how many people are out there, how they
define themselves, and what they need, we can create the supports so that
the community can meet most people’s social and religious needs. Also, we
know, as the Israelites did, how many people we have in case we should
need to mobilize for action.

This portion also deals with the concept of “bamidbar,” which means “in
the wilderness.” Rabbinic commentaries focus on this as a metaphor that
goes beyond geography. We can see the wilderness as the unknown, or an
empty state that prepares us for transformation. Rabbi Steven Kushner
wrote a great D’var Torah on this–check it out here:

http://www.reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study/bmidbar/becoming-
midbar

In it, he explains that “to open yourself up like the midbar, ‘oseh atzmo

k’midbar: Make oneself like the wilderness’ ” (Midrash, B’midbar Rabbah
1:7), you have to start anew, in an empty place, free of ego and ready to
start from scratch. It’s a chance for rebirth, awakening, and reconnection
with Torah and the Divine. 

Many people feel that if they aren’t counted, if nobody knows them, they
can protect themselves and remain safe. I’d argue just the opposite. When
you “hide” from the census, or from being counted, you actively choose not
to participate. You’re in that great wilderness and empty space where oth-
ers don’t recognize you. You “don’t exist.”

Yet, much of our identity, in Judaism, is a communal one. It’s about being
recognized by others, being counted for a minyan and engaging in the life
of our community. 

My mom has been an active member,
employee, volunteer, board member (and
more) of her congregation for over 45
years. When she goes to the grocery store
in her Virginia neighborhood, it can take
her three hours to finish her shopping.
Why? She sees people she knows. Even
though she is retired, she’s still reaching
out, helping one person to access a sup-

port group for caregivers, another to find a cemetery plot, or to congratu-
late a third on a new birth or a family wedding. She’s constantly account-
ing for others. At the same time, they count on her.

I’ve moved multiple times since I got married. Crossing the continent
means I’m not part of my mother’s extended community “counting” in
quite the same way. Yet, last week as I left the grocery store, I’d already
said hi to another Jewish preschool parent while shopping. In the parking
lot, I bumped into someone I know from synagogue as I loaded up my car.
We had a great talk about upcoming Jewish community events. On the
week our family stayed home from services, worn out and needing to rest,
she told me folks missed us. 

We hugged. She took my empty cart and headed off to shop. It was a one-
to-one counting. She “saw” me, knew how I was connected to others, and
we both valued the encounter. We all go through periods “bamidbar” in our
lives, job loss, death, family changes…when we must face the unknown
empty space, examine ourselves, and find new meaning, identity and
rebirth. It’s a rough time. How incredible to know that while we struggle,
we can be recognized and counted by our community….for Kaddish, by
social supports, by well-meaning friends–fellow Jews.

Shavuot is when we traditionally “open ourselves up” to receive the
Torah. What a good time to reaffirm ourselves as Jewish, both in our per-
sonal identities and how we relate to each other. We count.

Joanne Seiff has twin sons and graduate degrees in both Education and
Religious Studies. She works as a freelance writer, editor, designer and
educator. See more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.

By

JOANNE SEIFF

When you ‘hide’ from the census, or
from being counted, you actively choose
not to participate. You’re in that great

wilderness and empty space where others
don’t recognize you. You ‘don’t exist.’
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Donald Trump’s anti-Semitism controversies: A timeline
NEW YORK (JTA) – Presumptive

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump
is facing growing accusations that his campaign
is countenancing anti-Semitism – if not encour-
aging it outright.

Trump’s foreign policy slogan, “America
First,” echoes the World War II-era noninterven-
tionist movement championed by a notorious
anti-Semite. During the height of the primary

campaign, Trump delayed disavowing the support of white supremacist
David Duke. And the candidate has failed to condemn the recent anti-
Semitic vitriol directed by supporters against journalists who have written
critically of Trump, including New York Times reporter Jonathan Weisman
and GQ writer Julia Ioffe.

In his defense, Trump and his supporters cite the fact that his daughter,
son-in-law and three grandchildren are Jewish (Ivanka Trump underwent
an Orthodox conversion before she married Jared Kushner in 2009), that
Trump was the grand marshal of the 2004 Salute to Israel Parade and that
he has many Jewish friends.

“He’s not Hitler,” Melania Trump said of her husband in an interview last
month after being told the comedian Louis C.K. compared the candidate to
the Nazi leader.

Many, however, remain unconvinced of the defense.

Let’s take a closer look at the anti-Semitism controversies surrounding
Donald Trump. Is he enabling anti-Semitism? You be the judge.

Slurring Jon Stewart, Trump accentuates the comedian’s original
Jewish name.

On April 24, 2013, Trump seems to go out of his way to highlight the
“Daily Show” host’s Jewish background, tweeting: “I promise you that I’m
much smarter than Jonathan Leibowitz – I mean Jon Stewart
@TheDailyShow. Who, by the way, is totally overrated.”

Trump tells Republican Jews: ‘I don’t want your money’
In a speech in Washington to the Republican Jewish Coalition last

December, Trump appears to traffic in stereotypes about Jews. “You’re not
going to support me because I don’t want your money,” he told the Jewish
audience. He also says, “Is there anyone in this room who doesn’t negoti-
ate deals? Probably more than any room I’ve ever spoken.”

Trump muddles the message on David Duke.
After David Duke, the white supremacist and former grand wizard of the

Ku Klux Klan, says he supports Trump, CNN’s Jake Tapper asks Trump on
Feb. 28 if he would disavow Duke’s support. Though Trump in the past had
condemned Duke – and two days earlier at a news conference said, “David
Duke endorsed me? OK, all right. I disavow, OK?” – this time Trump
demurs.

“Just so you understand, I don’t know anything about David Duke. OK?
I don’t know anything about what you’re even talking about with white
supremacy or white supremacists,” he tells Tapper. “So, I don’t know. I
don’t know, did he endorse me or what’s going on, because, you know, I
know nothing about David Duke. I know nothing about white suprema-
cists.”

Pressed on whether he unequivocally disavows the support of the Klan,
Trump dodges the question. A day later Trump blames a “bad earpiece” for
failing to disavow Duke during the exchange with CNN and notes that he
had disavowed Duke previously.

After the Anti-Defamation League releases a statement saying, “The onus
is now on Donald Trump to make unequivocally clear he rejects those sen-
timents and that there is no room for Duke and anti-Semitism in his cam-
paign and in society,” Trump responds with a statement saying, “Anti-
Semitism has no place our society, which needs to be united, not divided.”

Journalist Julia Ioffe is inundated by anti-Semitic vitriol
After Melania Trump criticizes Ioffe’s April 27 profile of her in GQ as

“another example of the dishonest media and their disingenuous report-
ing,” the neo-Nazi website Daily Stormer urges followers to “go ahead and
send her [Ioffe] a tweet and let her know what you think of her dirty kike
trickery.” Ioffe, who is Jewish, then is inundated with a deluge of anti-
Semitic online wrath, including a doctored photo of her wearing a
Holocaust-era Jewish star, a cartoon of a Jew getting his brains blown out
and threats that she would be sent “back to the oven.”

The online anti-Semitism directed at Ioffe is similar to online attacks
directed at other Jewish commentators who denounced Donald Trump,
such as Forward columnist Bethany Mandel.

When CNN’s Wolf Blitzer, a Jew and former reporter for The Jerusalem
Post, asks Trump if he has a “message” for supporters who were flooding
Ioffe with “anti-Semitic death threats,” Trump says, “I know nothing about
it. You’ll have to talk to them about that.” He then went on to echo his
wife’s criticism of Ioffe’s article. Pressed, Trump says, “I don’t have a mes-
sage to the fans,” and added, “There is nothing more dishonest than the
media.”

Trump champions ‘America First’
In a major speech designed to unveil his prospective foreign policy agen-

da, Trump declares, “‘America First’ will be the overriding theme of my
administration.” The theme carries echoes of the America First Committee,
which lobbied hard against America’s entry into World War II and whose
most prominent spokesman was aviator Charles Lindbergh, an avowed
anti-Semite.

A Jewish New York Times editor becomes a target of Trump-support-
ing anti-Semites

After tweeting a link to an essay about emerging fascism in the United
States, New York Times editor Jonathan Weisman is attacked by anti-
Semitic online trolls identifying themselves as Trump supporters.

“Trump God Emperor sent me the Nazi iconography of the shiftless,
hooknosed Jew,” Weisman writes in a Times essay about the responses to
his tweet. “I was served an image of the gates of Auschwitz, the famous
words ‘Arbeit Macht Frei’ replaced without irony with ‘Machen Amerika
Great.’ Holocaust taunts, like a path of dollar bills leading into an oven,
were followed by Holocaust denial.”

Trump’s white supremacist delegate
William Johnson, leader of the white supremacist American Freedom

Party, is among the list of delegates the Trump campaign submitted in
California ahead of the state’s May 9 deadline. After news organizations
begin reporting about the controversial delegate, the Trump campaign
blames Johnson’s inclusion on its list as a “database error.” Johnson then
says he is resigning as a delegate and will not attend the convention.

Interpreting Trump
Following Trump’s refusal to condemn the anti-Semitic vitriol against

Ioffe, Daily Stormer founder Andrew Anglin tells the Huffington Post, “We
interpret that as an endorsement.”

Trump adviser and lawyer Jason Greenblatt, who is an Orthodox Jew,
says, “I do not think Mr. Trump can be responsible for people who are anti-
Semitic who support him.”

Ari Fleischer, a former spokesman for President George W. Bush and cur-
rent board member of the Republican Jewish Coalition, shares Greenblatt’s
view.

“The fact that the Black Panthers came out for Barack Obama doesn’t
make Barack Obama a Black Panther sympathizer,” Fleischer tells the
Huffington Post. “You cannot ascribe to a candidate the views of the worst
radical fringes that may support them. ... These arguments about how
Donald Trump shouldn’t be supported because fringe radical groups have
said good things about him – I reject entirely.”

But others note that candidates historically disavow bigots who act in
their name – without taking responsibility for their views. In February, the
conservative American Spectator urges Trump to take a page from
President Ronald Reagan, who forcefully repudiated an endorsement from
the Ku Klux Klan. In a letter to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights in
1984, Reagan wrote, “Those of us in public life can only resent the use of
our names by those who seek political recognition for the repugnant doc-
trines of hate they espouse. The politics of racial hatred and religious big-
otry practiced by the Klan and others have no place in this country, and are
destructive of the values for which America has always stood.”

Shortly after the Ioffe episode, Sheldon Adelson, the hawkishly pro-
Israel, super-rich Jewish casino magnate, announces he will back Trump
for President.

By

URIEL HEILMAN

DONALD TRUMP
“Just so you understand, I don’t know anything about David Duke. OK?
I don’t know anything about what you’re even talking about with white
supremacy or white supremacists. So, I don’t know. I don’t know, did he
endorse me or what’s going on, because, you know, I know nothing about
David Duke. I know nothing about white supremacists.”
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MEMORIAMS WEEK OF
JUNE  8

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DANIEL

BUTLER
June 10 - 2001

Undying love
– Your family.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ZEN DAITER
who passed away

May 27, 2012
6 days in Sivan

— Remembered always with a
deep and ever-present love by
Your children and grand-
children.

In loving memory of

TILLIE GOREN
who passed away

May 24, 2014
24 days in Iyar

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
children, daughters-in-law,
grandchildren, siblings,
nieces and nephews.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY
GURVEY
who passed away

June 12, 2005
5 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Evelyn,
children and grandchildren.

11th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LILY

KEMEL-KOZAK
who passed away

May 29, 2001
7 days in Sivan

In mind, a constant thought,
In heart, a silent sorrow.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IZZY
SHUSTER

September 17, 1923-July 4, 2015

EVELYN

SHUSTER
April 12, 1925 - January 2, 2005
—Always remembered, always in our hearts, your wedding
anniversary fills us with love, joy and happy memories.
Missing you. With Love, Your Family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ETHEL STAR
who passed away

June 10, 1992
9 Days in Sivan

— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by her children
and grandchildren.

BERNICE GILMORE
It is with deep sadness

that we announce the un-
expected passing of our
dear mother, Baba, and
Great-Baba, Bernice
Gilmore, at the age of 82,
on May 21, 2016. She
will be forever loved and
cherished by her children,
Gary (Sharon) and Howie
(Jodi); her grandchildren,
Michael, Rachel,
Zachary, Becca and
Myles; her great-grand-
children, Lucas, Nolan
and Benjamin; her sisters-

in-law Les Gilmore and Elaine Paul; and her nieces,
nephews, cousins and many friends.

Mom was predeceased by her parents Mary and Alex
Paul, her brother Leonard Paul and her beloved hus-
band, Saul Gilmore.

Mom was born on November 24, 1933 in Winnipeg.
From a young age she loved music. She participated in
school musicals and took mandolin and singing les-
sons. Her singing teacher thought she had a beautiful
singing voice and arranged to have her make a record.
Our Zaida did not want Mom to pursue a singing career,
so she moved on. However, she never stopped loving
music. Years later, she would make her children,
nieces and nephews and then her grandchildren and
great-grandchildren smile when she sang songs to
them, such as “Mairzy Doats”.

Mom met Dad on a date after our Baba Ruby (Dad’s
mom) performed some matchmaking. They say that
opposites attract, but sometimes you can be attracted to
the same type of person as you are. Our mom, like our
dad, epitomized the word “nice”. Mom and Dad were
married on September 15, 1957.

They started their family in June 1958 (Gary) and
continued in December 1960 (Howie). Mom was born
for her role of mom. We had a wonderful childhood full
of fun games, activities, story times and travel.

As time marched on, Mom became a baba and then
a great-baba. Nothing gave her greater pleasure than
playing on the floor with her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Mom’s passion was her family and
spending time with her children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren brought her incredible joy.

Our mom loved her friends. She enjoyed her morn-
ing walks at the Garden City Shopping Centre and her
coffee after the walks with the gang. She enjoyed her
Saturday lunches and Saturday night dinners with
friends. She looked forward to her Monday Adult
Leisure sessions at Shaarey Zedek Synagogue. She
took pride in being a life member of Hatikvah Chapter-
Na’amat. Mom loved being active.

One of the best words to describe Mom is selfless.
She always put her family and friends ahead of her own
needs and desires, as that is what brought her pleasure.
Between her family and her friends, Mom truly had a
beautiful and complete quality of life.

Funeral services, officiated by Rabbi Larry Lander
and Cantor Tracy Kasner-Greaves, were held on May
23, 2016 at Congregation Etz Chayim with interment at
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery. Pallbearers were Michael
Gilmore, Myles Gilmore, Judi Gilmore, Rory Paul,
Alan Daien and Harry Schwartz, with honorary pall-
bearer Bart Dlugosz. It was a beautiful tribute to Mom
that so many people came to pay their final respects.

If desired, donations may be made in Mom’s memory
to a charity of one’s choice.

Mom, you truly knew what was important in life and
you would always try to pass that on to all around you.
We will always love you and we will always miss you.

SIDNEY FLACKMAN
Sidney Morley

Flackman, or Sid also
known as dad and pater,
passed away on midnight
of the 26th of September,
2015.

A smart man, Sid
Flackman was decorated

with a masters in physics, actuarial in math and many
years of schooling. Sid was a strong member of the
community for his entire life. He davened at the Chavurat
Tefilah and the Talmud Torah. He was the president
and chair at the Va’ad Hai’ir, board member at the
TTILP, secretary treasurer at shul; he even taught
troubled kids on the side who were having difficulty
with their schooling.

Most important of his titles, to us and him, was Dad.
He loved his kids very much; it didn’t matter how silly
or absent minded we were, he was always there. It
didn’t matter how busy he was with his job or extra
curriculars, he always made time for his kids. From
Shabbos afternoon walks and Shabbos surprises, to
taking us to our own events, he was always there. He
always was amazing at the mitzvah of “kibud av
v’eim”. When his mom was still here he would have her
for dinner every Friday night and always spoke to her
and about her with the utmost respect. He really looked
up to his dad, too.

He was too young to go; he passed away after
benching licht with his family and saying hamotzi. We
sang to him, and he was surrounded by his family in his
last days. We all miss him a lot and know he is okay
now.

We miss you dad.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JACK

MALLIN
who passed away

July 3, 1993
— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children: Marcy
(Barry Stronger), and Wendy; and also their grandchildren,
Michael  and  Lyle (Marcy and Barry); and two great people
whom Eva and Jack never lived to have the good fortune to have
known: Zoa (Michael’s wife) and Michael’s and Zoa’s daughter,
Elizabeth.

In loving memory of
EVA (BRONSTEIN)

MALLIN
who passed away

June 5, 1989

In Memoriam
25th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our
beloved father and Zaida

ISADORE (IZZY)
MINUK

who passed away
May 21, 1991

8 Days in Sivan (5751)
In mind a constant thought
In heart, a silent sorrow
— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by your loving
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

ALEXANDER
HARRY

NEWHOUSE
who passed away

June 5, 1984
5 Days in Sivan

ANNIE
NEWHOUSE
who passed away
February 8, 1987
9 Days in Shevat

In loving memory of

—Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children, family
and friends.

In loving memory of
BENJAMIN

PIERCE
who passed away

June 7, 1965
7 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

CLAIRE RISSIN
who passed away

May 16, 1994
6 Days in Sivan, 5754

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISRAEL RUBIN
who passed away

June 29, 1943
26 Days in Sivan

It is with deep heartfelt sorrow, we especially remember at this time
of the year, our beautiful parents and grandparents for whom no
sacrifice for family and others was too great. They are with us every
day of the year. We shall never forget them.
— Son Harold, daughter Lil Cohen, and their grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

TILLIE RUBIN
who passed away

June 11, 1987
14 Days in Sivan

5th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of my dear
wife, mother, grandmother

and friend to so many

KAREN WISE
who passed away

June 6, 2011
5 days in Sivan

— You will never be forgotten
and you will be in our hearts
forever.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SADIE
WOLFSON
who passed away

May 15, 2010
3 days in Sivan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Mike, children, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

1st day of Shavuot

In loving memory of
A True Mensch

SIDNEY
ZIPURSKY
who passed away

June 8th, 2011
6 days in Sivan 5771

No words can express what
it meant to lose you

And how much you are
dearly loved and
forever missed

By your loving wife,
children, grandchildren,

family and friends.

In loving memory of

SHLOMO (SAM)
YURMAN
who passed away

May 21, 2015
3rd day in Sivan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FAYE
GORENSTEIN

who passed away
May 31, 2001

9 Days in Sivan
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by your  children,
grandchildren, great-grand-
children and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MIKE SILVER
who passed away

June 10, 2005
3 Days in Sivan

—Always remembered and
sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RITA HOCH
who passed away

June 6, 2014
8 days in Sivan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
children and grandchildren.

2nd Yahrzeit

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JUNE  15

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SYDNEY GLOW
who passed away

June 3, 2015
16 days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife, children,
grandchildren and sister.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SYDNEY
GOLUB

who passed away
May 27, 1991

14 Days in Sivan
— Lovingly remembered by
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CLARA LESZCZ
who passed away

May 24, 1994
14 Days in Sivan

—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.
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In loving memory of

LOUISE MAY
SEGAL

who passed away
June 7, 2006

11 Days in Sivan
— Always remembered with
much love and sadly missed
by your children, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In MemoriamIn Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LESLIE NEPON
who passed away

June 3, 2012
13 days in Sivan

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by your family.

In loving memory of

SAM NEPON
who passed away

June 9, 1999
25 Days in Sivan

In Memoriam

17th Yahrzeit

Sadly missed and always in our hearts
— Forever  remembered  by their loving family.

5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

PEARL NEPON
who passed away

June 16, 2011
15 days in Sivan

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

9th Yahrzeit

PEARL

SHUSTER
June 18, 2006

22 Days in Sivan

PHILIP
SHUSTER

May 12, 2007
24 Days in Iyar

—Remembered daily and sadly missed by Wendy, Alan, Laurie,
Jillian and family.

In Memoriam
25th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JOE WORB
who passed away

June 17, 1991
5 Days in Tammuz

— Always in our thoughts.
ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife Geri,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In loving memory of

HARRY
LASKER

who passed away
May 31, 2007

14 Days in Sivan
— Loved and remembered
forever by his son & daughter-
in-law, grandchildren, family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

35th Yahrzheit     31st Yahrzheit

MALKE LEVIT
who passed away

June 13, 1981
11 Days in Sivan

VELODIE LEVIT
who passed away

July 1, 1985
13 Days in Tammuz

In loving memory of

—Your loving family.

In Memoriam

LILY LITMAN
who passed away

June 11, 1992
10 Days in Sivan

JOSEPH LITMAN
who passed away
August 25, 1992
27 Days in Av

In loving memory of

—Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BERNICE
MARCOE
who passed away

May 26, 2010
13 Days in Sivan

— Deeply loved and sadly
missed by her daughter Valli
and grandson Jack, family and
friends.

In loving memory of

SANDY MILLER
who passed away

June 6, 1990
13 days in Sivan

So much we wish you could
have shared with us.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Frank, children Marshall &
Na’ama, Jeff & Shaun,
Hayley, Hartley & Marni,
grandchildren Samantha,
Matthew, Maya and
Mackenzie, family and friends.

26th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM KANTOR
who passed away

May 26, 2010
13 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEN BUDD
who passed away

May 27, 1988
11 Days in Sivan

— Always remembered by his
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHARON

FILKOW
who passed away

June 17, 2008
Ken, who passed away in 2014,
Kevin and Debbie-Jo, Jesse
and Ari, Shaun, who passed
away in 1993,  Lainie and
Bryan, Molly and Shae and
Romi.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

Muhammad Ali
pleaded for

Daniel Pearl's
life

LOS ANGLES
(JTA) —   When
Wall Street Journal
reporter Daniel
Pearl was kid-
napped by Islamic
extremists in
January 2002, the
most famous
American Muslim
of the day,
Muhammad Ali,
pleaded publicly for
his release and life.

“I appeal to you
to show Daniel
Pearl compassion
and kindness,” Ali
implored Pearl’s
abductors, who
would behead the
journalist in
Pakistan after nine
days of captivity,
although his fate
would not be known
for another three
weeks.

“Treat him as you
would wish all
Muslims to be treat-
ed by others,”
entreated Ali.
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World news

France vs. Egypt: a matchup of Israeli-Palestinian peace summits
By ALINA DAIN SHARON/JNS.org

As part of the latest European effort to spur a renewal
of Israeli-Palestinian peace talks, French Prime Minister
Manuel Valls visited Israel and the Palestinian territories
this week. Valls tried to convince Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu that France’s planned multilateral
peace initiative–a June 3 meeting in Paris with foreign
ministers from 20 countries, but excluding Israeli and
Palestinian leaders, as a precursor to a larger summit on
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in the fall–is not an effort
to circumvent Israel.

Netanyahu has opposed the French initiative on the
grounds that “direct negotiations with the Palestinians
without preconditions” is the only conceivable way to
resolve the longstanding conflict. Yet he voiced more
positive sentiments on a separate proposal from Egypt, an Arab country with
whom Israel has maintained a fragile peace treaty since 1979. 

Led by President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, Egypt is reportedly planning to hold
its own trilateral summit to forge an Israeli-Palestinian peace deal–with the
direct involvement of Israeli and Palestinian officials. The initiative follows
recent comments by the Egyptian president that he desires to mediate peace
talks between rival Palestinian factions in order to subsequently bring about
the resumption of Palestinian negotiations with Israel. According to the
Palestinian news agency Ma’an, an Israeli government delegation secretly
visited Cairo on May 22 for a meeting with El-Sisi and other Egyptian offi-
cials.

Netanyahu said he welcomes El-Sisi’s “willingness to invest every effort to
advance a future of peace and security between us and the Palestinians,”
though it is unclear how Israel’s participation in any peace initiative will be
affected by the prime minister’s nomination of nationalist Yisrael Beiteinu
party leader Avigdor Lieberman as Israel’s next defense minister–marking a
political shift to the right. The deal to add Yisrael Beiteinu to Israel’s Likud
party-led governing coalition was signed May 25. 

“The French initiative does not appear to be well-intended, because the
French initially said that if Israel wouldn’t agree to accept the French condi-
tions, France would support a Palestinian state. So if they already know their
bottom-line result, what are the French negotiating for?” Likud Knesset
member and counter-terrorism expert Dr. Anat Berko, who recently became
the first woman to be appointed to lead the Israeli legislature’s Subcommittee
of Intelligence and Secret Services, told JNS.org.

“Perhaps the French should focus on their own security inside France; it’s
a very sensitive and shaky situation and I don’t think they are in a strong
position to be negotiating or conducting such a summit,” she said. “For the
Palestinians, I think it’s about time they take responsibility and negotiate
directly with Israel. The Egyptians helped us before with the Hamas organi-
zation and even to release [Hamas captive] Gilad Shalit [in 2011]. We appre-
ciate the good intention of President El-Sisi, and I am sure that [the
Egyptians] will be helpful. In the end, we need to negotiate directly with the
Palestinians, even though they are trying to bring upon international pressure
toward Israel through the U.N.”

Elliott Abrams, a former national security official in the George W. Bush
administration, told JNS.org that one of Egypt’s major interests in resolving
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is to allow the Arab state to be more open
about its security relations with Israel.

“Egypt’s other interest today is fighting jihadis in the Sinai and stopping the
development of a Hamas-jihadi relationship. They may believe that a long-
term truce between Israel and Hamas would make Hamas less likely to have
close relations with groups like Islamic State and al-Qaeda,” Abrams said.

Though he doesn’t believe that El-Sisi ultimately has enough political clout
to successfully mediate between Hamas (which governs Gaza) and Fatah (the
ruling party in the West Bank-based Palestinian Authority), Abrams argues
that Egypt could be helpful by endorsing political concessions from
Palestinian leaders and by pushing for reconciliation gestures toward Israel
from other Arab states. He echoed Berko’s view that the French peace initia-
tive is unlikely to succeed because many Israelis distrust Europe and believe
that a number of the continent’s leaders are biased against Israel.

Aaron David Miller, an analyst at the Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholars and a former advisor to both Republican and Democratic
U.S. secretaries of state on Arab-Israeli negotiations, told JNS.org that peace
summits are typically good for either beginning a credible peace process or
concluding one. He cited the Madrid Peace Conference of 1991, which sim-
ilarly attempted to revive Israeli-Palestinian peace talks, as an example of a
conference that achieved some non-transformational starting goals. In terms
of concluding negotiations, he said the best example is the 1978 Camp David
Accords between Israel and Egypt.

“The question that anyone has to ask themselves is…[whether] the French
initiative ticks into either box. I would argue the answer right now is proba-
bly not. I don’t see how this particular process launches a serious and credi-
ble process of negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians under the cur-
rent circumstances,” Miller said, pointing to how the Palestinian movement
is unlikely to depart in any way from its typical negotiating positions, a situ-
ation that Israel’s newly revamped government is unlikely to accept.

Further, Miller cautioned that Egypt’s proposal also wouldn’t necessarily

fit into either “box,” particularly because he doesn’t see
Hamas and Fatah as willing or able to unify as a national
Palestinian movement with a cohesive strategy. 

“I don’t think El-Sisi can get through the first
phase–negotiating the [Palestinian] unity. We’ve had at
least three efforts of this since 2007, and they’ve all failed,”
he said.

Palestinian Authority Prime Minister Rami Hamdallah
on May 24 denied reports of Egypt’s planned trilateral
summit. But even if the summit does take place, said
Miller, “the Arabs will demand a price for direct negotia-
tion with Israel, and the price will be Israeli moves–either
a comprehensive settlement freeze or agreement to bor-
ders–which I don’t see this [Israeli] government being able
or even wanting to agree to.”

Malcolm Hoenlein–executive vice chairman and CEO of the Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations, a 50-member umbrella
body whose leaders met with El-Sisi in Cairo in February 2016–also dis-
counted the possibility of Hamas-Fatah reconciliation, but expressed more
faith in El-Sisi’s “leverage” in the region.

“The process could certainly begin and El-Sisi could serve as a helpful
facilitator,” Hoenlein told JNS.org. El-Sisi “doesn’t see himself as a substi-
tute for direct negotiations…the only thing that will lead to results,” while by
contrast France’s summit grants Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud
Abbas a “diversion” and an “incentive not to negotiate” directly with Israel,
he said.

Yet Zvi Mazel, Israel’s ambassador to Egypt from 1996-2001 and a fellow
at the Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs think tank, said Israel should take
the Egyptian proposal with a grain of salt. Ultimately, Egypt’s plan doesn’t
change the fact that the Palestinians “have had so many opportunities to cre-
ate a state [beginning] from the [1947 U.N.] partition plan, [and] they refused
to create their own country alongside a Jewish state–that’s the problem,”
Mazel told JNS.org.

Mazel and Miller agreed that for Israel, the U.S. is a better broker for
Israeli-Palestinian conflict negotiations than either France or Egypt. Miller
pointed out that every breakthrough in the conflict during the last 40 years
has involved the U.S. at some phase, while Mazel noted that Europe and
European policies are becoming increasingly pro-Palestinian.

But while presumptive U.S. Democratic presidential nominee Hillary
Clinton has claimed she would veto any U.N. Security Council resolution
against Israel if she were elected President in November, there has been spec-
ulation that President Barack Obama–who has had a stormy relationship with
Netanyahu over the years–could back such a resolution during the remainder
of his term until January 2017.

A senior State Department official said this week that the Obama adminis-
tration is skeptical about Netanyahu’s call for direct negotiations with the
Palestinians, telling the Jerusalem Post that while the U.S. supports “mean-
ingful negotiations,” it doesn’t “believe in negotiations just for the sake of
negotiations.”

Miller told JNS.org that for Israel, “Saying ‘no’ [to peace talks] repeatedly
is probably not smart….Getting yourself involved in saying ‘yes, but’ in a
process that has no future may not be smart either.”

“Netanyahu has to figure out a way to say ‘yes, but’ if he wants in some
degree avert or preempt international pressure….He’s definitely made the
calculation to look beyond Barack Obama, and he’s hoping to find a friend-
lier face in Washington in January in 2017,” Miller said.

–With reporting by Shalle’ McDonald

EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT
ABDEL FATTAH EL-SISI

Peace deal cannot be coerced,
Netanyahu says ahead of French summit

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) Ahead of the June 3 French peace
summit meant to address the stalemate in the Israeli-Palestinian peace
process, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Wednesday that peace
cannot be coerced and that the conference may actually harm future
prospects for peace.

The foreign ministers of the United States, Russia, and 28 European
Union countries will meet in Paris for the summit, but representatives
from neither Israel nor the Palestinian Authority will be present.

“If the countries gathering this week in Paris really want to advance
peace, they must join my call to [Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud
Abbas] to enter into direct negotiations,” Netanyahu said at the graduation
ceremony of Bar-Ilan University’s faculty of medicine in Safed.

“That is the only path to peace–there is no other,” he said. “The path to
peace does not pass though international committees that are trying to
coerce an agreement, radicalize Palestinian demands and in doing so, dis-
tance peace.”

The prime minister insisted that Israel will continue to seek peace.
“The path to peace passes through direct negotiations between the two

sides, without preconditions,” he said. “That is how it was in the past
when we made peace with Egypt and with Jordan, and that is how it must
be with the Palestinians. We will not stop looking for paths to peace.”
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Books

Yiddish for Pirates as crazy a book as you’ll ever read
Reviewed by 
BERNIE BELLAN
Yiddish for Pirates
By Gary Barwin
Penguin Random House,
Toronto
337 pages
Published 2016

We receive a lot of books
at The Jewish Post & News.
As I receive them, I put
them in a neat pile on a
desk where, I confess, most
of them remain untouched.

And so it would have
been with Yiddish for
Pirates – which must have
arrived some time in
March, had it not been for
my scanning McNally
Robinson’s best sellers list
in the Free Press a few
weeks back.

“Yiddish for Pirates”? I
thought. What a crazy title
for a book. Then, I also
noticed the title in
Maclean’s magazine’s best
seller list as well. I was all set to try and contact the publisher of the book
to see whether I could obtain a review copy when, lo and behold, I noticed
that the book was actually sitting right in front of my eyes.

Immediately the cover grabbed my attention (as shown in the photo on
this page). 

I picked up the letter which usually  accompanies any review copy of a
book to see what this particular book was all about. Here’s an excerpt from
that letter:

“a hilarious, swashbuckling yet powerful tale of pirates, buried treasure
and a search for the Fountain of Youth, told in the ribald, philosophical
voice of a 500-year-old Jewish parrot.”

“So,” I thought to myself, “What’s so unusual about that?” (Just kidding.)
What the letter didn’t tell me though, is how much the book is laced with
Yiddish expressions and so many of those great Yiddish curses that I used
to love hearing my grandparents use (also my own parents occasionally, but
usually in good fun). I never knew what those expressions meant – unless
one of my parents translated them for me, but when I heard my grandpar-
ents use them, and saw the anger in their eyes as they threw them glibly at
one another, I understood that they conveyed a special kind of disdain one
for the other.

Now, as I write this, I just read a few reviews of Yiddish for Pirates,
apparently all of which were written by non-Jews. Okay, I can understand
how much the reviewers loved Gary Barwin’s poetic language and the rol-
licking good story he tells, but none of those reviewers wrote much about
Barwin’s mastery of Yiddish expressions. 

Our own Marty Green, who wrote a translation of the late Falk Zolf’s
book On Foreign Soil, which begins in English and gradually attempts to
teach you Yiddish to the point it’s entirely in Yiddish, is also a master of
incorporating Yiddish idioms within a largely English work, but Gary
Barwin uses Yiddish expressions so fluidly – and so continuously through-
out Yiddish for Pirates that, to avoid dwelling on that (as so many of the
reviews that I have read seem to do), does a disservice to potential readers.

As for the plot – it’s so crazy that you can’t help but wonder where on
earth the author came up with his ideas? The narrator of the book, a 500-
year-old African Grey parrot (described by every reviewer as “polyglot”,
meaning speaking several languages), tells the story of the book’s central
human character, Moishe (also known as Miguel when he’s in Spain),
around the year 1492. The parrot is known as “Aaron”, by the way. (Get it?
“Moishe” and “Aaron”.)

Of course, almost any student of history knows that 1492 is the year
Columbus discovered the New World (landing in San Salvador the first
time), but Jews are also taught that 1492 was momentous as it was the year
that Jews were expelled from Spain. 

What Barwin does is intertwine Columbus’s voyage of discovery with
the Spanish Inquisition and the subsequent expulsion of the Jews from
Spain in such a fascinating way as to be almost believable – to a point. We
know, for instance, that there were five identified Jews as part of
Columbus’s crew and possibly several marranos as well. (Interestingly,
Columbus set sail the day after the expulsion of the Jews began.) In the
book Moishe becomes an integral part of Columbus’s crew and actually

ends up saving Columbus’s
life. Later in the story their
paths cross again.

Another well-known his-
torical figure, Torquemada,
the notorious lead Spanish
inquisitor, also plays a
prominent role. As one
might well imagine though,
the descriptions of torture
and other forms of savagery
in which the Spanish
engaged at the time, are
described in graphic detail.
So, too, are descriptions of
mass killings and mutila-
tions of innocent natives
(“Los Inidios”) when
Spanish sailors and soldiers
encounter them.

Moishe himself is not beyond engaging in the most awful types of
violence himself, although his motivation is wreaking revenge upon
Christian Spaniards for what they have done to his fellow Jews, espe-
cially the love of his life, Sarah. Later in the book, when Moishe has
embarked upon a career as a Yiddish pirate, along with a crew of fel-
low Yiddish pirates, he constantly reminds anyone he is about to
skewer that he’s on a mission of vengeance for his compatriots.

You could pick almost any page at random to give an example of
Gary Barwin’s unique employ of a mix of Yiddish and English. Here, for
no particular reason, is but one sample: 

“The men clambered out of the lagoon, the water varicosing down their
skin.

“ ‘Hit zich!’ Look out, Samuel shouted. He pointed at a dark shape that
flickered between the trees like images in a flip book.

“The men pulled out their wet dirks and cutlasses. Moishe loaded his
arquebus, the only sailor who had sufficient saychl to keep his weapon dry.

“Was a man running in the woods? Had the Spanish already landed? The
strange noises of the island became amplified by our apprehension.

“ ‘Hell is empty and the dybbuks run free,’ Samuel said.
“ ‘Nu,’ Moishe said. ‘We can stand tsitering quaking on the shore. Or we

can hide in the woods. Where they can’t see the Yids for the trees.’ ”

Not only is there a fair smattering of Yiddish expressions in this one short
passage (some of which aren’t readily understandable), I’m not sure that
the word “varicosing” has ever been used before. Still, even in this one
small excerpt you should get a pretty good idea what the language in this
wild novel is like throughout.

As much as I found Yiddish for Piratess quite entertaining, however, I
have to admit that it was so over the top that, by a certain point, it seemed
like a good joke that had gone on just a bit too long. Amusing? Yes.
Compelling? I wouldn’t say so. But as quite a change of pace from almost
anything else you will likely have read, it’s certainly worth starting to read.
If you find though that it’s so crazy that you just can’t continue reading it,
I couldn’t blame you. I wonder though whether there might a sequel com-
ing up, titled Yiddish for Pirates of the Caribbean? Could Jack Sparrow
have been Jewish? 

Where Jewish pirates are buried
Tour operators are

calling attention to
Jamaica’s little-
known Jewish her-
itage by arranging
visits to historic
Jewish sites on the
Caribbean island,
including a ceme-
tery where Jewish
pirates are buried.

A report in Travel
and Leisure maga-
zine describes the
Hunts Bay
Cemetery in Kingston, where there are seven tombstones engraved with
Hebrew benedictions and skull and crossbones insignia.

According to the report, centuries ago, Jewish pirates sailed the waters
of Jamaica and settled in Port Royal. The town, once known as “the
wickedest city in the world,” was the inspiration for the Pirates of the
Caribbean movie franchise and amusement park ride.

GARY BARWIN
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ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

204-925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

R E A L  E S T A T E

NUMBER ONE
EVERGREEN PLACE

Elegant 1 BR, 2 BR and
Penthouse suites in

Osborne Village
Spectacular views.

Beautiful fitness area,
sauna and pool.

Contact 204-453-5617
www.oneevergreen.ca

inquire@oneevergreen.ca

F O R  R E N T

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Advertise  in
The Jewish Post &

News
Call 204-694-3332
for information.

Bus.   204-339-6969
Fax.   204-339-2717
Res.   204-334-7086
hpk-cga@shaw.ca

P R O F E S S I O N A L S
Chartered Professional Accountant

PHILIP KAHANOVITCH
B. Comm. Hons., MBA, CPA, CGA

• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

COTTAGE FOR RENT
Loni Beach, Gimli

Fully furnished 4 bdrm, den,
living rm, full bathroom,

large kitchen, washer dryer,
freezer, large deck.

Lake Access
Aug. 1-15
$900/wk

Call 204-694-5002
email

luvmydog1@mymts.net

Hezbollah is broke thanks to US sanctions,
says White House official

WASHINGTON (JTA) – Non-nuclear U.S. sanctions against Iran and
its allies have led to Hezbollah being in “its worst financial shape in
decades,” the top sanctions enforcement official told Congress. 

“After many years of sanctions targeting Hezbollah, today the group is in
its worst financial shape in decades,” Adam Szubin, the acting Treasury
undersecretary for terrorism and financial intelligence, told the U.S. House
of Representatives Foreign Affairs Committee on May 25. “And I can
assure you that, alongside our international partners, we are working hard
to put them out of business.” 

Szubin described sanctions introduced in recent months to further isolate
Hezbollah, a Lebanese militia that in 2006 fought a war against Israel and
that Israeli intelligence believes has tens of thousands of missiles in place
for the next war. 

The House committee asked Szubin and two other top officials handling
the implementation of the Iran nuclear deal to testify. Congressional
Republicans and a number of Democrats have expressed concerns about
reports that the U.S. is going out of its way to accommodate Iran in the
sanctions relief for nuclear rollback deal. 

Stephen Mull, the top U.S. official charged with implementing the deal,
acknowledged that the United States was making it clear to third parties
that some sanctions are no longer in place. 

“In an effort to provide greater clarity to the public and private sectors on
what sanctions were lifted and what non-nuclear sanctions remain in place,
the Departments of State and Treasury have been participating in extensive
outreach with the public and private sectors, mostly at the request of other
governments, in order to explain U.S. commitments,” he said. 

Rep. Ed Royce, R-Calif., the chairman of the committee, lacerated the
sanctions officials for what he said was “the length the Obama administra-
tion has gone to accommodate Iran.” 

“The administration told us that sanctions on Iran’s terrorism, human
rights and ballistic missiles would be fully enforced after the agreement,”
he said. “Yet it now says that non-nuclear sanctions would undermine the
Iran agreement. The White House’s Iran policy amounts to walking on
eggshells.” 

Szubin rejected the claim. “We have not lifted any of our sanctions
designed to counter Iran’s destabilizing activities outside the nuclear file,”
he said. “These sanctions are not just words on paper. We are vigorously
enforcing them.” 

Szubin also rejected reports that the Obama administration is contem-
plating implementing a system to allow Iran to trade in dollars. He outlined
a number of areas where the United States is blocking Iranian non-nuclear
activities that are otherwise subject to sanction, including its backing for
Hezbollah, Iran’s chief proxy in the civil war in Syria. 

Court awards employee $31,000 
for abuse by Netanyahu’s wife

(JTA) – A former employee of the Israeli Prime
Minister’s Residence was awarded some $31,000
by a Jerusalem labor court for mistreatment at the
hands of the prime minister’s wife. 

It was the second time this year the Jerusalem
District Labor Court had ruled against Sara
Netanyahu in an employment abuse case. 

On Tuesday, the court found in favor of Guy
Eliyahu, who had sued the Prime Minister’s Office
for wrongful dismissal and abusive treatment, the
Times of Israel reported. In testimony last fall,
Eliyahu said Netanyahu called him to the resi-
dence in the middle of the night to heat a bowl of
soup and, on another occasion, to wish her good
night. 

Judge Dita Proginin called the latter demand “an unreasonable and
humiliating request that didn’t take into consideration the rights of the
worker to be treated with respect and the right to work reasonable hours.” 

In March, Proginin ruled in favor of another former employee of the
Prime Minister’s Residence, Menny Naftali, who also claimed abuse by
Netanyahu. Naftali was awarded some $43,735 in damages. 

In the Eliyahu case, Proginin said Netanyahu created an “atmosphere of
fear” at the residence and subjected Eliyahu to “damaging employment”
that included “reprimands, shouting, humiliations, and excessive and
unreasonable demands” as well as a work schedule “that doesn’t align with
the law.” 

Netanyahu’s lawyer, Yossi Cohen, in turn accused Proginin of “the real
abusive treatment,” claiming the judge “blatantly ignored the testimony of
Mrs. Netanyahu.” Following the Naftali ruling in March, Netanyahu tried
unsuccessfully to have Proginin dismissed from the Eliyahu case. 

The court’s ruling was the second blow in a bad week for the prime min-
ister’s wife. On Sunday, Israeli police concluded a probe into fraud and
misuse of public funds that may lead to an indictment of Netanyahu on
criminal charges. 

A police spokesperson said there had been established “an infrastructure
of evidence” that police say may support prosecution and possibly a con-
viction. 

The probe was initiated last year amid claims that Sara Netanyahu
expensed services provided to her family for their private use, falsely
claiming it was for the residence, which is not owned by the Netanyahus
and whose maintenance is paid for by the state. 

She has denied any wrongdoing throughout the investigation, in which
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is not a suspect.

Moscow chief rabbi: Ukraine, Russia Jews worry 
over Kiev honors for mass murderers of Jews

(JTA) – The chief rabbi of Moscow condemned the honoring in Ukraine
of nationalists whose troops massacred Jews.

Rabbi Pinchas Goldschmidt, who is also the president of the European
Conference of Rabbis, spoke of his “concern” over the trend in an inter-
view Tuesday with JTA during a gathering of the standing committee of the
Conference in Vienna.

Goldschmidt was referring to a minute of silence observed on May 25 in
memory of Symon Petliura, a 1920s statesman whom a Russian Jew killed
90 years ago because the killer blamed Petliura for mass murders of Jews
committed in the years 1917-1921 by militias under Petliura’s command.

A French court acquitted the killer in 1927 in what many interpreted as
confirmation of Petliura’s culpability for pogroms that claimed the lives of
50,000 Jews. Earlier this week, a government official said Kiev would
name streets after Stepan Bandera and Roman Shukhevych, Ukrainian
nationalists who collaborated with Nazi Germany and whose troops also
killed Jews.

“Russian Jews and Ukrainian Jews share our concern by this celebration
of the memory of known anti-Semites and collaborators,” Goldschmidt
said, noting that Ukraine has a Jewish prime minister, Volodymyr
Groysman.

“We are counting on Ukrainian Jews to stop the revisionist commemora-
tion of the Holocaust,” the rabbi said.

In Ukraine, celebrations of controversial figures like Petliura have
become more widespread since 2014, when a revolution spearheaded by
nationalists swept from power former president Viktor Yanukovych, who
was accused of being a corrupt Kremlin stooge. They are held in high
esteem for their opposition to Russia.

Ukrainian Jewish leaders are split on this issue, with the Ukrainian
Jewish Committee condemning it, whereas the Vaad Jewish association
calling the preoccupation a distraction from working on a harmonious
future in an independent multicultural Ukraine.

At the meeting in Vienna, 40 members of the standing committee of the
Conference of European Rabbis discussed threats facing the continent’s
Jewish communities, including the targeting of Jews over Israel by
Islamists and the rising far right.

GUY ELIYAHU



Scenes from the JNF Negev Gala, held  Tuesday, May 31st, at the Concert Hall
All photos courtesy of Keith Levit
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“No 2 Violence Against Women”.

������
����
���������������
�����������
���������
��������������������
��������	���������	
����������
	
��������

����������	�


Incoming JNF Manitoba-Saskatchewan
President JESSICA COGAN (left) with 

outgoing President KARLA BERBRAYER

PETER LEIPSIC
Negev Gala Honouree

A special presentation made by JNF MB-SK
Executive Director ARIEL KARABELNICOFF 

(centre) to former JNF Gala Honouree 
MEL LAZARECK

A surprised KARLA BERBRAYER upon receiv-
ing a bouquet from ARIEL KARABELNICOFF

after four years serving as 
President of JNF MB-SK

JONATHON LEIPSIC, 
introduced his father, Peter

Featured entertainer 
MATISYAHU 


